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A jubilant South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry 
is pictured in City Hall holding a piece of 
paper with the election results.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Democrats pictured at Democratic Headquarters on Broadway following 
the June 3rd election are (l-r) Councilwoman Christine Noble, Mayoral Candidate Jack 
O’Connell, Councilman Michael “Mickey” Gross.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Two of South Amboy’s most dedicated 
workers, Linda Garnett (r), who recently 
retired after 35 years with the city, was the 
mayor’s secretary for 19 years, and also 
Planning Board/Zoning Board Sercretary, 
and Kathy Vigilante (l), who will officially 
retire as South Amboy’s City Clerk, after 19 
years, and a total of 27 with the city of South 
Amboy, are pictured at City Hall, where they 
worked for most of their illustrious careers.  
Thank you Linda and Kathy for all you’ve 
done through the years for the residents 
of South Amboy, and we wish you much 
happiness and health throughout your 
retirement.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

911 Memorial-Preliminary work on the South Amboy firefighters memorial tribute to the 911 
World Trade Center disaster was accomplished on June 11 at the South Amboy Railroad 
Station on Broadway.  Mayor Fred Henry (4th from the left) is pictured along with the 
volunteer workers and firefighters, who performed the initial work phase for the memorial.  
This project is scheduled for completion and official dedication on Sept. 6, 2014.  (Photo/
Story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Henry Wins By 3
Official results from the Middlesex 

County Clerk’s Office released on June 
12th showed incumbent South Amboy 
Mayor Fred Henry was the winner in an 
unbelievable tight Primary race for the 
mayoral slot  over former Councilman 
John O’Connell, 580-577.

Prior to the provisional votes be-
ing counted, Henry led by three votes, 
572-569.  The candidates each picked 
up eight provisional ballots. A recount 
was conducted by the Middlesex County 
Board of Elections with the same results, 
who also checked the voting machines.  
There is also a possibility that he will 
challenge some of the votes that were cast.  
Mayor Henry said he was confident that 
the final voting would hold up, as it did in 
his previous election against independent 
Mary O’Connor, four years ago, when he 
defeated her by one vote, after a number 
of hearings, allegations, and independent 
challenges from the American Civil Liber-
ties Union (ACLU).

The winner of the Primary will be-
come the city’s mayor for the next 4 years, 
because no other candidate, independent 
or Republican filed to run in November.

Dems running unopposed for council 
seats were top vote-getter, Christine Noble 
756 votes, and Michael “Mickey” Gross 
693 votes. 

Frog Hollow Race
June 28

Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club’s 
37th Annual 5k Run and Health Walk will 
be held on Saturday, June 28.  Proceeds will 
benefit the city of South Amboy’s Fire Dept. 
& First Aid Squad.  There will be a FREE 
youth Fun Run, awards, t-shirts, post-race 
picnic and all-day swimming and tennis.  For 
more info go to www.froghollowswim.com 
or register in person at the club 7:30 a.m. on 
the day of the race.  The 5k Run starts at 9 
a.m.  Frog Hollow is located on Ferris St., 
off of South Pine Ave.  The phone number 
is 732-727-9094.

Popular Teacher
Dies Suddenly

Emily Gadomski, 31 of Laurence Har-
bor, a very popular and highly-respected 
Special Education teacher at South Amboy 
Middle School for the past 8 years, died sud-
denly on June 15.  She was selected Teacher 
of the Year for 2011-2012, and will be sadly 
missed by all.

Former 
Assemblyman
Mikulak Dies

Stephen Mikulak, 65 of Colonia, who 
served as a NJ State Assemblyman represent-
ing the 19th Legislative District from 1992-
1996, passed away on June 16.  Following 
his political career, he worked as Executive 
Director of the Department of Transportation 
(DOT) until retiring in 2009.

Sayreville 
Candidates
For Council

The candidates for Borough of Sayre-
ville Council’s two 3-year seats in the No-
vember election will be Democrats Mary 
J. Novak and Victoria Kilpatrick, while the 
Republicans will have Pasquale “Pat” Lembo 
and Nicholas J. Perrette. 

Samsel Students 
Lobby State For Bill

Approximately 100 fifth-grade students 
from Samsel Upper Elementary School 
(SUES), Sayreville, lobbied the state 
Assembly’s Tourism, Gaming and the Arts 
Committee in hopes of getting saltwater 
taffy approved to become the state of New 
Jersey’s official candy.

Assemblyman John Wisniewski origi-
nally introduced the bill January 16, and the 
committee unanimously released it for a vote 
on the Assembly floor in early June.

Sayreville EMS Commended
At a recent Borough Council meeting, 

Sayreville resident Walter Kapica was on 
hand to thank members of the Sayreville 
Emergency Squad for saving his life.  Coun-
cilman Art Rittenhouse also thanked the 
squad members for their fine efforts.  On 
March 16, Kapica collapsed and stopped 
breathing, and later a doctor determined that 
he suffered a heart attack.

The EMT’s that quickly responded to 
the call on Ernston Road were Christopher 

Kong, Berkant Sivirkaya, John Szurlej, 
Saad Seth, and Dexter Thomas.  The group 
provided CPR until the basic life support 
crew consisting of Hamza Agha, Mohamed 
Saadeldin and Keith Boyer arrived.  CPR was 
continued, while Mr. Kapica was shocked 
twice with an automatic defibrillator.  He 
then began to breathe and was transported 
to Raritan Bay Medical Center, where he 
was until recovered.  Congratulations on a 
job well done!

Sayreville Engine 
Co. #1

Fundraiser
Sayreville Engine Co. #1 is raffling off 

a Seadoo Spark as a fundraiser for its 100th 
Anniversary Parade in 2016.  Tickets are $25 
apiece, and only 750 will be sold.  The sec-
ond prize is a $1,000 gift card.  The drawing 
will be held on Aug. 1.  Get your tickets by 
calling Matt at 732-829-5638 or e-mail at: 
sayrevilleengcofundraising@hotmail.com.  
Also check them out on Facebook at www.
Facebook.com#1/SayEngCo.

Celebrate The Amboys
Concert & Fireworks

On Thursday, July 3rd at Raritan Bay 
Waterfront Park, John T. O’Leary Blvd., a 
FREE Concert will begin at 6 p.m. featuring 
“High Street Band,” “The Dayton Five,” 
“Brian O’Connor’s All Star Band.”  A huge 
Fireworks Display will take place out in the 
beautiful Raritan Bay, starting at 9:20 p.m., 
and will provide all with a perfect view.  
Bring your lawn chair and spend an evening 
under the stars!  Free parking is available 
at NJ Transit lots behind the train station.  

Shuttle Bus service will not be available. 
For additional information, please contact 
events@southamboynj.gov.

Notice From The South Amboy Police 
Dept.--  Absolutely no alcoholic beverages 
permitted.  State law prohibits the use of 
personal fireworks.  This law will be strictly 
enforced.  Pets are strongly discouraged  
from being present during the fireworks 
performance.  This is for both their safety 
and the safety of the general public.

HAPPY Celebrate the Amboy’s 
Fireworks/Concert July 3rd Raritan Bay Waterfront Park

C Town held its Grand Opening on June 20th.  Pictured holding their C Town cards are 
owner Nasser Nasser (c), and also Mayor Fred Henry, Councilman Michael “Mickey” Gross, 
Ed Paczkowski, and C Town employees.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Sayreville’s Independence Day 
Celebration June 28th Kennedy Park
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Sayreville resident Nancy Jankowski (r) had the thrill of a lifetime, when she met TV celebrity 
Jay Lenno (l) on April 25th at Caesar’s in Atlantic City.  Nancy is the wife of one of the area’s 
most popular barbers, “Red” Jankowski.  (Photo submitted)  

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
The name of the South Amboy ferry that 
traveled to Manhattan?  a. SeaStreak b. 
Summer Wind c. Big City
What year did the ferry end its operation in 
South Amboy?  a. 2001 b. 2003 c. 2005
In 1995, this craft store, located at 104 South 
Broadway, South Amboy was known for its 
country, Victorian, gifts and more?  a. Suzie’s 
Place b. Chelsea Morn c. Kitty’s Krafts
President of the O.L.V. Columbiettes in 
’76?  a. Mary Pucciarello b. Shirley Muller 
c. Suzy Snodgrass
In 1983, where was Willy’s located in Sayre-
ville?  a. Bordentown Ave. b. Washington 
Rd. c. Jernee Mill Rd.
Where was Bill’s Tap Room located in 
Sayreville? a. Rt. 9 South b. Ernston Rd. 
c. Main St.
In South Amboy back in ’72, where was 
South Amboy Glass works located?  a. 
North Feltus St. b. South Broadway c. South 
Pine Ave.
St. Mary’s HS president in 1973?  a. Mike 
Heil b. Mary Fitzsimmons c. Erin O’Brien
What year was the Melrose Park and ballfield 
on Scott Ave. in Melrose torn down and 
replaced with duplex apartments?  a. 1960 
b. 1965 c. 1969
In ’65, this Sayreville gas station was located 
on Bordentown Ave. & Ernston Rd. in Par-
lin?  a. Teddy’s Texaco b. Sammy’s Shell c. 
Jonason’s Flying A
In 1992, Raritan VCR, a South Amboy 
business was located at?  a. Main St. b. 
Washington Ave. c. North Stevens Ave.
Where was Chicken Holiday, a Sayreville 
business located in 1984?  a. Rt. 9 South b. 
Ernston Rd. c. MacArthur Ave.
Answers
1a 2c 3b 4a 5c 6c 7b 8a 9b 10c 11c 12b.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

DCH Wins Award
DCH Auto Group of South Amboy won 

the prestigious NJ State Governor’s Jefferson 
Award for Public Service and Corporate 
Leadership.  Congratulations, DCH!

Stratton Promoted
Congratulations to former South Amboy 

resident Randy Stratton, who was recently 
promoted to Lieutenant of the Green Brook 
Police Dept.  Best of luck always, Randy!

Former Borough Resident Is Pastor 
At Florida

John J. Antonucci, who grew up in 
Sayreville is a well-respected and successful 
pastor of Faith Fellowship World Outreach 
Ministries in Fort Meyers, Florida.  Pastor 
Antonucci, who was installed as pastor in 
2003, can be seen on youtube.com giving 
some excellent sermons.  Congratulations, 
Pastor John!

Valdivia Secures Nomination
Former South Amboy resident and St. 

Mary’s HS Class of 1975 graduate, Dario 
Valdivia secured the Democrat nomination 
for a 4-year seat on the Township of Clark 
Council.  Best of luck, Dario!

Great South Amboy Collection
Former South Amboy resident and 

Hoffman HS student, Thomas Kuzina has 
one of the best collections of South Amboy 
postcards/photos that I’ve ever seen.  He is 
kind enough to display them on Facebook 
for all to enjoy, at the site titled, “You know 
you’re from South Amboy if”…His col-
lection has featured beautiful vintage and 
rare shots of the city, old businesses, and 
especially old trains going through town, 
and so much more.  Great job Tom!  Keep 
up the excellent historical research!

Father Andrew At Fords
Father Andrew Szaroleta, who years ago 

served as pastor at St. Bernadette’s Church, 
and also was assigned to Sacred Heart Church 
early in his career, is currently doing a fine 
job as pastor of Our Lady of Peace Church 
in Fords.

(Continued on page 20)

South Amboy PBA Dinner/Awards Night
Article Submitted

 On June 10th the South Amboy PBA 
Local #63 held a dinner and awards night 
at Camillo’s restaurant. Active and retired 
members as well as friends of PBA 63 
enjoyed a casual get together while several 
members received recognition from their 
peers for outstanding police work over the 
last three years.

Officers received the following 
awards:

Outstanding Narcotic Arrest award 
presented to : Det.’s Matthew Barcheski and 
David Keegan, December 21,2012

Det. Matthew Barchesk,i August 
18,2013

Sgt. Patricia Kanecke and Ptl. Dennis 
McQuade, January 11,2014

 Ptl’s. Dennis McQuade and Jacob Mur-
ray, March 14,2014

Life Saving Awards presented to: Sgt. 
Brian Noble: CPR save, August 10,2011

 Ptl.’s James Charmello, Hecter Pena and 
Albert Kester: CPR save February 8,2014

Outstanding Arrest Award present to: 
Ptl. Michael Kelly: Three burglary suspects 
arrested July 13,2013

Ptl.’s Albert Kester ,Jacob Murray, Det. 
David Keegan, Dispatcher Larry McKevitt, 
Sgt. Brian  Noble and Chief Darren LaVigne: 
arrested two burglary suspects:  

Award for Valor presented to:  Ptl.’s 
Michael Kelly and Steven Clark: risked 
lives to saved woman from burning house,    
February 6,2013 

Award for Gallantry/Outstanding Ar-
rests presented to:  Sgt.’s Glen Malkiewcz, 
Patricia Kanecke and Ptl.’s Mark Lewis and 
Daniel  Holovacko: Home invasion/armed 
robbery arrest April 25,2013 

Award for Gallantry/Outstanding Ar-
rests presented to: Ptl.’s Mark Lewis, James 
Charmello, Michael Kelly, Steven Clark 
and Sgt. Brian Noble: March 4,2014 Armed 
Robbery three suspects arrested

Retired Sgt. Kenneth Szatkowski and 
(Continued on page 3)



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   June 28, 2014  �

Students Named to Dean’s List at 
Middlesex County College

A total of 1106 students were named to 
the Dean’s List for the Spring 2014 semester 
at Middlesex County College. By town:

Sayreville 
Anas Abudalal, Jamillah Abudalal, 

Josephine Akenten, Nicholas Argiropoulos, 
Yvonne Bailey, Matthew Batko, Megan Ber-
nstein, Michael Bernstein, Philippa Bonsu, 
Heling Chen, Ebony Crandoll, Heather 
Doran, Michael Ferlita, Eric Fischer, Patrick 
Khaleel, Andrew Leibowitz, Megan Mc-
Carthy, Taher Mohamed-Ali, Caitlin Morris, 
Andrew Napolitano, Olaa Olabi, Timothy 

Ortiz, Dina Parsons, Christopher Piccolo, 
Kristina Poetsch, Pamela Ramos, Bianca 
Reyes, William Rivera, Taylor Ruotilio, Noel 
Santiago, Tojleeya Shuler, William Woods

South Amboy 
Dominika Augustyn, Brygida Eljasz, 

Kate Ennim, Walter Fuentes, Lukasz 
Gremza, Ashley Huneke, Joseph Jarock, 
Carina John Klein, Melissa Kurtz, Katelyn 
Latham, Luke Masterson, Caitlyn McCarthy, 
Kurt Miller, Magda Mohamed, Ryan Parisen, 
Jonathan Perez, Nicollette Pinto, Salomon 
Rafael, Jennifer Rios, Lisa Savarese, Angela 
Schnell, James Schnell, Annelise Walijeski, 
Samiyah WinfieldGOLF OUTING 

Sept. 29
September 29, 2014 is the date for the 

5th Annual Golf Outing benefiting Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s School at Glenwood 
Country Club in Old Bridge, NJ. Golfers 
will tee up at 9:30am that Monday for a fee 
of $125.00 which is an all inclusive from 
breakfast, box lunch, dinner reception and 
on-course beverages. Cart and green fees 
are included.  Sponsorships start at $100.00 
with promotional benefits.

 Proceeds from this event provide 
financial aid to needy students, strengthen 
the excellence of school programs, maintain 
facilities and increase athletic and extra 
curricular programs. For more info, call 
732-721-0748 ext. 143 or register online 
at www.cardinalmccarrick.com by Septem-
ber 14, 2014.  

 

Business Of The Month
South Amboy Jewelry Store

Retired Capt. David Kales were pre-
sented with New Jersey State PBA silver life 
cards for years ofdedicated service to Local 
#63 . George Kern IV of Printed Pixel and 
Joan Vrola of Vrola Meats were presented 
civilian silver life PBA cards for many years 
of support to Local #63.

 Retired Police Officer Dean Kenny of 
New Jersey Transit Police Dept.was pre-
sented with a Certificate of Appreciation for 
many years of aiding and assisting the South 
Amboy Police Dept. in the investigation of 
criminal activity within the city.  

South Amboy PBA 
Dinner/Awards 

Night
(Continued on page 2)

South Amboy Jewelry Store Owner Marshall Rinker by his beautiful display 
cases.(Photo by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy Jewelry Store opened 
its doors in January of this year.  The 
store is conveniently located at 132 North 
Broadway in South Amboy (Across the 
street from the Train Station).   Owner 
Marshall Rinker has over 40 years of 
experience in the jewelry business. The 
store is very organized and decorated in 
a Southwest motif which is worthy of a 
look.  You may even see something you 
would be interested in buying, but most 
of these items are Marshall’s personal 
collection.

Silver and gold  jewelry adorn the 
beautiful show cases and range from 
earrings, rings, necklaces and more.  In 
addition to selling silver and gold they 
also purchase both, from unwanted jew-

elry to bars, ingots, and just about any 
type of silver, gold or diamonds.

You will also see a great collec-
tion of antique glassware like, Royal 
Dalton, Roseville. McCoy and Lenox to 
name a few.  Some very interesting and 
captivating bronze sculptures can also 
be found throughout the store as well 
as antiques and clocks.  You can bring 
in your unwanted glassware, antiques, 
clocks or bronze pieces into Marshall 
for a free appraisal.  

Stop in, the store is open Tuesday 
through Friday from 10:00am to 5:00pm 
and Saturdays from 11:00am to 2:00pm.  
If you have specific questions you can 
also call 732-313-7555.
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1984
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville War Memorial High School 
(SWMHS) Class of 1984 returned for its last 
school year in September 1983.  The #1 hit 
on the airwaves at the time was “Maniac” by 
Michael Sembello.  Some popular teachers 
back then were Barbara Albanir, Mary Ann 
Gordon, Judith Mischne, Barbara Johnson, 
Robert Szabo, and Michael Piccuirro.

Senior Class officers were President-
Michele Dzergoski, Secretary-Ann Marie 
Steiner, Treasurer-Joni Mayer.  Activities 
were plentiful at the school and included the 
Fall Pep Rally, Homecoming ’83, in which 
Elissa Unkel was selected Queen, the Fall 
’83 Production, “Our Town,” the Almost 
Anything Goes assembly, the Christmas 
Festival, the Sayreville Chorus performing at 
the December Concert at Woodbridge Center, 
the Spring Produciton, “George M.”

School Clubs and Presidents: Biology-
Beth Kwiatkowski; Library Council-Tina 
Costello; Future Secretaries of America-
Beth Brady; Reading for Pleasure-Robin 
Malik; Women’s Varsity-Heidi Klein; J. 
Persons was Editor-In-Chief (EIC) of “Im-
ages.”  Matt Bauer was (EIC) of the school 

newspaper, and Susan Miller was (EIC) of 
the yearbook.  Laura Morgan was (EIC) of 
TAG Tales Newsletter.

Some of the ’84 grads were; Alan 
Applegate, Donna Bair, Robert Bottomly, 
Ralph Chance, Patty Clyde, Stephen Chud-
kowski, Mark Davidian, Ruth Ann Flem-
ing, Shari Feller, Joanne Gilmour, Lynda 
Goetz, Joe Hauser, Marleen Hogan, Denise 
Juliano, Kevin Kopko, Joe Krzyzkowski, 
Eileen LaFontaine, Ellen Lockwood, An-
drew Lytkowski, John Narleski, Suzanne 
Ogborne, Angela Pistilli, Joann Poll, Dawn 
Richardson, Ken Ryniec, Deborah Sun, 
Dawn Weber, Sheryl Wintergrass, Patricia 
Zakrzewski, Laura Yuhas.  Just to name a 
few of the standout senior athletes—Sean 
Gallagher, Caryn Lukie, John Mazurkiewicz, 
and Nelson Santiago.

On Graduation Day ’84, “Let’s Hear It 
For The Boy” by Denice Williams topped 
the national radio charts.  Matt Bauer was 
Valedictorian and Jeff Hollender was Salu-
tatorian.  Sayreville’s Class of 1984 was a 
highly-diversified group of talented students, 
shooting to make the world a better place. 

DVD and Recorded Media Drive
Your spring cleaning is done and you’re 

wondering what to do with all of those un-
wanted dvds, cds, and video games. How 
about donating them to South Amboy’s Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library?  The Library Foun-
dation  DVD and Media drive is on-going, 
with collection boxes at the South Amboy 
Y, Madura Pharmacy, and the library.

 This is an on-going program and your 
generous contributions enable the library 

to increase its resources for the residents 
of South Amboy.  All donations are fully 
tax deductible and the Dowdell Library 
Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
corporation.  Please call (732)721-6060 
for library hours. To schedule a pick-up 
for larger collections, please contact Grace 
at 732-721-6592. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
Holy Spirit, you who solve all probelms, light 

allroads so that I can achieve my goal, you who 
gave me the Divine gift to forgive and to forget all 
evil against meand that in all instancesof my life 
are with me, I want this short prayer to thank you 
for all things and to confirm once again that I never 
want to be separtated from you, even in spite of all 
material illusions. I wish to be with you in eternal 
joy and thank you for your mercy toward me and 
mine. Thank you Holy Spirit.  -L.A.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -T.B.
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South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 Grand Knight Ray Suchcicki (l) welcomes 
newest Knight, Joe Lotkowictz (r) after he received his first and second degrees during 
two beautiful ceremonies at the South Amboy Council Hall.  Congratulations and best of 
luck to Joe, who has been a photographer/reporter with The SA Times for over 2 years! 
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Class of ’69 Reunion
Seeks Classmates

St. Mary’s HS Class of 1969 will be 
holding a reunion on Saturday, May 2, 
2015 at the beautiful White Sands in Point 
Pleasant, NJ.  For complete details, and 
to make your reservations early, send an 
e-mail to: smhsclassof1969@gmail.com.  
Information is also available on Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s website or through 
the Alumni office.

If anyone knows the whereabouts or 
how to contact any of the following people, 
please let us know.  

Missing classmates: Ed Akacki, Rich-
ard Baranowski, Michelle Barrett, Robert 

Blakeslee, Theresa Bonis, Sheila Camire, 
Chris Creed, Jim Day, Sandra Elias, Kathy 
Hanas, Alice Hefferson, Bill Holtz, Paul 
Janas, Carl Kosmo, Ann Liyana, Barbara 
Liyana, Jo-Ann Lupo, Tom Marciniak, Susan 
Miller, Laura Mosel, Sharon Mulroy, Tom 
O’Brien, Cindy Ostrowski, Lynn Piechocin-
ski, Margaret Rose, Judith Seaman, Diane 
Seidenberg, Mary Ellen Surich, Stanley 
Zdanowicz, John Trzoniec.

Any information on the above would be 
greatly appreciated. E-mail: stmaryshigh-
school1969@gmail.com. 

Remember when the safety gates near the railroad station had to be manually operated?  
This great photo, courtesy of former South Amboy resident and outstanding historian 
Thomas Kuzina, shows the gates on lower Augusta St…not too long ago, right? (Photo 
courtesy of Thomas Kuzina)
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Not Too Long Ago?
C Town owner Nasser Nasser (2nd from left) presents a check to South Amboy Mayor 
Fred Henry for “Celebrate The Amboys” concert and fireworks which will be held on July 
3rd.  Also pictured is Councilman Michael “Mickey” Gross (l), and Ed Paczkowski (r).  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton) 
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Congratulations to St. Stanislaus Kostka’s graduating Class of 2014. Pictured are some 
graduates shaking hands with younger students after mass (Photo Submitted).

8

Middlesex County College held its Annual Alumni Association Dinner at the Pines Manor in 
Edison on June 11th.  Officers of the Alumni Association and the Alumnus of the Year are 
pictured following the outstanding event.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Dennis Stempinski (South Amboy) was 
presented the 2014 Middlesex County 
College Outstanding Service to the College 
award for Staff. It was presented by College 
President Joann La Perla-Morales at 
Celebration Day in May, an annual event 
at MCC that honors employees for service 
anniversaries, the Alumnus of the Year, 
as well as the Outstanding Service to the 
College awards. He was recognized for an 
excellent work ethic, and his meticulousness 
in spackling and preparing surfaces, painting, 
and then leaving his work area impeccable. 
“We all appreciate the beauty he brings to 
our campus,” Dr. La Perla-Morales said.  
(Photo/Info Submitted)

Know Your Digital 
Camera

Well-known NJ photographer Walter 
Choroszewski brings his expertise, humor 
and “techie-know-how” for a series of Digi-
tal Photography Classes sponsored by the 
Friends of the Sayreville Public Library! Join 
us on Tuesday, July 22 from 6:30 to 8:00PM, 
for Part 1, “Getting to Know Your Digital 
Camera!”

Part 2, scheduled for August 12, will be 
“I Took the Shot ...Now What?” followed 
by Part 3, “Photo Tips for Better Pics” to be 
presented on August 26.

Sign up for just one or all of the classes, 
but it is recommended that you attend all 
parts of the series. Ages 12 and over are 
welcome! For more information, contact 
Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex.25 or email her 
at alainad@lmxac.org. You may also register 
online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org.

Wine Safari Trip
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 

trip to the Finger Lakes in New York from 
October 7 – 9, 2014. The price of the trip 
is $399.00. The price of the trip includes: 
2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners, 
including Belhurst Castle, wine tasting at 
9 wineries, bus transportation, bus driver’s 
gratuity, baggage handling, taxes and meal 
gratuities, and a souvenir gift. The bus will 
leave from OLV lower parking lot at 7 AM 
on Tuesday, October 7th and return approxi-
mately on October 9th at 6 PM. To make 
reservations or further questions, please 
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Shamanic Meditation Journeying Circle
Venture on a Shamanic Meditation Jour-

ney at Sayreville Public Library on Monday, 
July 28 from 7:15 to 8:30PM. You will be 
open to a non-ordinary reality and experience 
altered states of consciousness. A shamanic 
journey is a form of meditation considered 
to be an “out of body” experience. This al-
lows you to obtain insights not available to 
you in everyday awareness. The Shamanic 
Meditation Journey helps you to connect with 
insights for healing, but also to enable you to 
receive answers to the questions you have in 
your life. You will reach increased levels of 
awareness regarding “Life’s Purpose” and 
the challenges that are holding you back. 
This is an alternative to hypnotherapy.

Presenter Denise Morgan is a Shaman, 

Lightworker, Paranormal Investigator, In-
tuitive, Teacher, Medium, Yoga Instructor, 
Certified Personal Trainer, and Exercise 
Instructor. Master Joseph is a Shaman, In-
tegrative Energy Healer, Lightarian Reiki 
Master, Certified Clinical Hypnotherapist, 
Intuitive, Teacher, Paranormal Investigator, 
and Musician.

Adults only, please. For more informa-
tion or to register, contact Alaina at 732-727-
0212 ex. 25, email her at alainad@lmxac.org, 
or register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.
org. Please bring a blanket with you if you 
plan on sitting on the floor and wear comfort-
able clothing. Chairs will also be available 
for those who would prefer to sit.
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Demolition work on Weber Ave. in Sayreville is moving ahead on the homes destroyed by 
Hurricane Sandy in 2012.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick HS
25 Year Club
(Researched by Ed Twomey)

This list consists of St. Mary’s/Cardinal 
McCarrick High School faculty and staff, 
who have worked at the school for at least 
25 years or more.

Bill Ryan (Teacher, Counselor, Direc-
tor of Guidance) 1973-2014—41 years; 
2. Jeanne Polinski (Director of Guidance, 
Assistant Principal) 1969-2009—40 years; 
3. Ed Twomey (Counselor, Director of 
Guidance) 1975-2011—36 years; 4. Ruth 
Kuchinski (Administrative, Guidance 
Secretary) 1978-2014—36 years; 5. Sister 
Celeste (Teacher, AD) 1954-1979—35 
years; 6. Gil Pritchard (Teacher, AD) 
1979-2014—35 years; 7. Gene Malhame 

(Teacher, Vice Principal) 1971-2003—32 
years; 8. Maureen O’Connor (Guidance 
Secretary) 1971-2002—31 years; 9. Sue 
Burns (Teacher) 1979-2010—31 years; 10. 
Adeline Tiritilli (Administrative Secretary) 
1981-2011—30 years; 11. John Gloss 
(Teacher, Principal) 1970-1999—29 years; 
12. Tom Tice (Teacher) 1980-2007—27 
years; 13. Charley Eppinger (Teacher, AD) 
1921-1947—27 years; 14. Dot Holiday 
(Teacher) 1966-1990—25 years.

*Next year, current Math teacher Nancy 
Fedor will become the 15th member of the 
prestigious 25 Year Club. 

New Location
The Parlin DuPont Employees Federal 

Credit Union will be moving to a new loca-
tion.Effective June 27, 2014 the office will 
be located at 389 Washington Road, Office 
2, Sayreville, NJ  08872.  Phones and email 
will remain the same.  We will reopen for 
business on Monday, June 30th at noon.

Flea Market
Aug. 16

Ladies Auxiliary of Sayreville VFW 
Post #4699, 575 Jernee Mill Rd., is holding 
a Flea Market on Aug. 16, with a rain date of 
Aug. 17, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  $15 will hold 
a space for you.  This will help our service-
men and women overseas by sending them 
a care package every month.  For more info 
call Lorraine Rock at 609-448-2587.

Sayreville Homes Torn Down
By Steve Schmid

A once vibrant neighborhood is sadly 
being reduced to rubble as the New Jersey 
Blue Acres program continues. The Weber 
Avenue section of Sayreville is gradually 
being reduced house by house. Three homes 
were razed June 3 in the second phase of 
the demolition project. The first phase of 
this project began in March when four 
homes were torn down. The demolition of 
the homes comes after the state purchased 
the property from homeowners who were 

repeatedly flooded by severe storms over 
the years. The $300 million state program 
was launched  May 2013 after Hurricane 
Sandy sent a huge storm surge into the 
region October 2012. Under the program, 
willing homeowners in flood prone areas 
sold their flood damaged homes to the state 
for prestorm values. Forty more homes are 
scheduled to be torn down over the next 
two months.

Open Mic
South Amboy Knights of Columbus 

Council 426 holds its next Open Mic Fri-
day June 27 at 8 PM at the Council Home 
on 308 Fourth St. Anyone who wises to 
sing, play, and perform is invited. There 
is no cover charge. Snacks and beverages 
are available. For more information call 
732-721-2025.

Antique/Classic 
Car Show Aug 3
Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1 

will present its 15th Annual Antique & Clas-
sic Car Show and Flea Market on Sunday 
Aug. 3 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with a rain 
date of Sunday Aug. 10.  The event promises 
to be a great day for the entire family music, 
vendors/crafters, delicious food, raffles, 
Irish dancers, and of course lots and lots of 
vintage cars competing for various trophies.  
Due to the economy, advanced entry fee is 
$5 per vehicle, and $15 day of the show.  
Pre-registration deadline is July 31.  Bud 
& Bud Light cups $1 for vehicle entrants 
all day, provided by Landmark Tavern.  
For more information call or write: Mike 
Toth, 41 Miara St., Parlin, NJ 08859, Tel. 
908-930-3497, or e-mail at MTOTH1@
OPTONLINE.NET.  You can also get more 
information from the July 26th issue of The 
South Amboy-Sayreville Times.
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South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Coucil #426 Annual Cruiser Night

(Photos by Tom Burkard)

This beautiful ‘57 Chevy is proudly owned by Jan Williams, the man at the wheel.

Marty Dombrowski and his wife Peggy of South Amboy really enjoyed the Show.

Wayne Chorpita of Melrose proudly shows his vintage auto.

Wilbur Schmidt of South Amboy poses near his classic convertible.
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Jim Cleary, South Amboy’s former City Engineer, proudly shows the overlay map which 
he created for the Historical Society of South Amboy, of the former Stevensdale property.  
(Photo/story submitted) 

News From The Historical
Society Of South Amboy

Jim Cleary, a member of the Historical 
Society of South Amboy and former City 
Engineer for the City of South Amboy did 
an outstanding job on an overlay map of 
the former Stevensdale property.  Using 
old maps and tax records, he painstakingly 
recreated the property, pin-pointing the man-
sion, stables, water tower and other points 
of interest that were on the property.  The 
Stevensdale Estate was 45 acres, which was 
located behind Christ Church.  The property 
encompassed the area which is now the upper 
part of Fourth St., Macedulski Terr., Pupek 
Rd., Barkalow St., and Charmello Dr.

The mansion and all the other buildings 
were built by Commodore John Cox Stevens 
in 1843.  Commodore Stevens traveled in 
Europe, and wherever he saw a room or 
statue he liked, he had a drawing made of it, 

and he would later have artists and artesians 
recreate the room or statue for his mansion.  
The grounds were decorated with trees and 
shrubs from all over the world.  Located 
on the grounds was a bandstand complete 
with dance platform set in a grove of orange 
trees.  The grounds had a command view of 
the Raritan Bay, where a private dock was 
located.  Moored at the dock was the Stevens’ 
Yacht, the “Maria.”

The overlay map is in the process of 
being framed.  Once the map is framed it 
will be on display at City Hall, located at 
140 N. Broadway.  Once again, Jim did an 
outstanding job to keep the mission of the 
Historical Society of South Amboy, to keep 
alive the history of South Amboy, and be 
enjoyed by the residents of South Amboy 
and future generations.

Music Trivia Special
4th Of July

Tribute To America
By Tom Burkard

1.__Western Union a. James Brown
2.__Bend Me Shape Me b. America
3.__Living In America c. The Five Americans
4.__American Woman d. The Guess Who
5.__A Horse With No Name e. The American Breed
6.__American Pie f. Toby Keith
7.__American Soldier g. Don McLean
8.__America h. Estelle with Kanye West
9.__American Baby i. Neil Diamond
10._American Boy j. Dave Matthews Band

Answers
1c 2e 3a 4d 5b 6g 7f 8i 9j 10h.

Moms Helping Moms Support Group
Whether you are a stay-at-home mom, 

working mom, work-at-home mom, or a 
mom who is married, single, or separated, 
we know that motherhood is a constant jug-
gling act. Sometimes all that multi-tasking 
can raise stress levels, put a strain on family 
relations, and leave moms needing some ex-
tra support and guidance. And, who better to 
provide that support than fellow moms who 
understand these challenges first-hand.

The Moms Helping Moms Support 
Group is a place where you can talk about 
the stresses you are facing, both the big and 
small, in the company of fellow moms who 
can offer an unbiased ear, ideas, resources, 
and overall emotional support. The group 
now meets at Sayreville Public Library on 
the last Monday of each month from 6:30-

8:00PM. The next meeting will be Monday, 
July 28. 

The Moms Helping Moms Support 
Group is facilitated by Dr. Colleen Georges, 
a work-at-home mom who is a NJ Licensed 
Professional Counselor, Certified Life 
& Career Coach, and Certified Positive 
Discipline Parent Educator. Dr. Georges 
is also a Certified Comprehensive Positive 
Psychology Coach and a Certified Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy Specialist.

Registration is now required. For more 
information, contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 
ex.25 or email her at alainad@lmxac.org. 
Thank you to the Friends of the Library for 
making the Moms Helping Moms Group 
possible!
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WWW.?

Does this look familiar to you?  This building had at least 3 or more businesses throughout 
the years, and is located in either South Amboy or Sayreville.  If you can name any one of 
the businesses that operated here, send your answer in to: satimes@aol.com.

May Winners
There were many winners who correctly 

identified last month’s photo as the office of 
Dr. Eli Younes on Main St. in South Amboy.  
Previous doctors who occupied the structure, 
and were also correct answers were Dr. 
Stephen Jonap, and Dr. Cannata.

Congratulations to the following win-
ners: Pat & Bill Scully, Estelle Pluskota, 
Chuck Pickard, W. Tom Kross, Gerry Sherry, 
Marie English, Joan Fulham, Beth-Ann 

Bulla, Lisa Grankowski, Anna Metcalf, Jim 
Cleary, John Gelsinon, Glenn Fallon, D.J. 
Albanese, John Alberta, Dennis Quinlan, 
Ann Travinsky, Peggy Yuhas, Joy Sumski, 
Mary Agnes Morris, Joe Prusik, Eileen Na-
lepa, Scott V. Farina, Walter Starzec Jr., Rich 
“Ish” Ambroziak, Judy Guilfoyle.

Two incorrect answers were Dr. Weber’s 
office, and Dr. MacPharland’s office.

Tom,
I recently had the pleasure to travel to 

Normandy for the 70th Anniversary of “D” 
Day.  Some of the veterans who actually 
were there in 1944, also made this trip to 
join in the celebrating of this event.  These 
veterans were part of the Allied Invasion 
Force on 6 June 1944 to free Europe from 
their oppressors.  On that date, Ste Mene Eqlis 
was the first French town to be liberated.  It 
was awesome just to be in their company 
and hear some of their stories.  Most of 
these veterans are 90 years old.  Very soon, 
they will be gone; however, their legacy will 
always remain.  Theirs is truly the greatest 
generation, and who saved the world, giv-
ing our country the freedom we now have.  
With profound gratitude, I thank them, our 
military and all our veterans.

Henrik M. Moe
Morgan

Hi Tom,
I recognized the WWW.? photo and 

believe it was Dr. Jonap’s office on Main 
St.  We used to play a little pickup ball 
in a yard alongside.  His son John always 
seemed to have a nice, brand new hardball!  
As an aside, I loved seeing the picture of 
Jimmy Gray in last month’s issue.  I played 
for him someplace, way back on the First 
Aid team.

Best Wishes,
Rich “Ish” Ambroziak
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Hello from North Pole, Alaska! I grew 
up in South Amboy and Morgan from the 
mid ‘60s to late ‘80s and just learned about 
SA  Times. It’s really fun to read about the 
happenings - past and  present - from the 
town where some of my fondest memories 
were  created!. 

Michael Muro   

Sirs,
The best bar in South Amboy in the 

‘70’s was The Bottle Stop, owned by Woody 
McCarthy Sr. and Jimmy Van Derveer.  They 
were good people that owned it, and good 
people that frequented it.

Joe Bailey
Milltown00

Sayreville Bars, 
Taverns,

Pubs, Clubs, 
Lounges, Etc.
Researched by Tom Burkard

Kelly’s Bar, later to become Wally’s 
Bar and is currently the Brick House Bar 
& Grill; Deerfield Inn; Bootsie’s Tavern; 
Polonaise Inn; On The Rocks; Sayreville 
Bar & Restaurant; Spezzi’s Bar & Restau-
rant evolved to Gianna’s and then Cagney’s 
Pub & Restaurant; Step Inn; Shakin’ Lady; 
Mel’s Lounge; Connie’s Bar & Restaurant; 
Teddy’s Bar; Joe’s Cozy Bar; Lagoda’s Bar 
& Grill (Melrose); Oak Tree Village Inn; 
Discovery Lounge; J. O’Neill’s; The Hide-
A-Way; Check’s Tavern; Al’s Silver Dollar; 
The Tunnel; Water Tower Inn; The Flame 
Cocktail Bar; The Playpen Lounge; On 
The Rocks; Johnny Z.’s; The Flying Dutch-
man; XXX’s; Mousetrap; The Sandbox; 
The Harem; The Coliseum; Back in 1942, 
Cozy Bar & Grill was located in Morgan,  
(later became Kozy Bar,) and the Village 
Tavern was on State Highway 4 near South 
Amboy; Andy’s Tavern & Hall (Melrose); 
Eunice’s Bar & Grill; Angelo’s Tavern; Lee’s 
Shack; Buddie’s Tavern; D’Scene; Malibu 
Inn; Sayre Wood Inn; Kaiser’s Bar & Grill; 
The Tin Lizzie; Bill’s Tap Room; Norman’s 
Tavern; Burdak’s Tavern; Clark’s Tavern; 
Dusko’s Tavern; Bennie’s Tavern; Mary 
Jane Inn; Neighborhood Bar; Dew Drop Inn; 
Tumble Inn; Double-R-Bar; Lou’s Tavern; 
Benny’s Tavern; Jernee Mill Inn; Step Inn 
Tavern & Ballroom; Krainski’s Tavern & 
Hall; Polonaise Inn & Caterers; Nick’s 
Hideout; Sayreville Recreation; The Other 
Half; Deerfield Inn; Swanee’s Bar; Kelly’s 
Bar; Timbrin Cocktails; The Flying Dutch-
man; The Bedroom; Robert E. Lee Inn; Ye 
Old Spye Inn.      

The Extraback?
Former South Amboy resident, Mike 

“Woody” McCarthy, now residing in Florida, 
submitted the following trivia questions for 
our readers: “Who made the Extraback road?  
How did it get its name?” Send your answers 
in to: satimes@aol.com.

Perfect!
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1994

No problems at anytime
Nothing to worry about ever
Wouldn’t that be…perfect!
Total health all the time
Happiness and joy forever
Wouldn’t that be…perfect!
In reality, imperfections-
Hassles, sadness and infections
This life can never be…perfect!
Take heart human race,
When our spirits hold their place
In heaven…That will be…perfect!

Community 
Vacation Bible 

School
This year’s Community Vacation Bible 

School will be held at St. Bernadette’s 
Lourdes Center in Parlin, from July 28-Aug. 
1, 8:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  The theme is Son 
Treasure Island, where kids discover God’s 
love (1 Corinthians 13).  The program is open 
to children entering grade K through 7 in 
September, 2014.  Please register as soon as 
possible, because supplies must be ordered.  
At the present time, there are registration 
forms located in the vestibule of St. Mary’s 
Church in a specially marked container.  Any 
questions or for more information, call Mary 
Larsen at 731-1514 or email mercymary@
aol.com.  (This is also a wonderful opportu-
nity for children entering 8th grade to earn 
the Confirmation community service).

Deep Cut Bridge 
Remembered

Don Zrebiec, a faithful SA Times 
reader recalled the railroad tracks crossing 
near the Deep Cut Bridge.  He said, “This 
stretch of Raritan River Railroad (RRRR) 
track roughly paralleled Washington Rd. 
from the point in last month’s picture, all 
the way to where Routes 9/35 cross over 
Washington Rd.   It was a branch off of the 
RRR mainline at Bergen Hill (near the end 
of Elm St.) which then connected with the 
old Pennsylvania Railroad tracks near where 
they ran beneath the Deep Cut Bridge.  The 
RRRR had a small yard along this branch 
(behind what is now the South Amboy Elks 
Lodge), where the RRRR could store and 
rearrange railcars.”     

Remembering Tek’s
Does anyone remember Tek’s store on 

Washington Ave. near the corner of North 
Feltus St.?  The establishment was very 
popular with Sacred Heart kids, and any-
one who lived in the Bergen Hill section of 
South Amboy in the late 1950’s and 60’s.  
Marty Ruszala of South Amboy recalled, 
“I remember it from my pre-teen years and 
being a pinball champ!  I know I loved Tek’s 
chocolate ice cream sodas, made with 2 
scoops of chocolate ice cream, and unbeat-
able for 35 cents!

NOTE: If anyone has any fond memo-
ries to share about Tek’s store, or photos, 
please e-mail us at: satimes@aol.com.

More On South 
Amboy Bars

Researched by Tom Burkard
Marlene Letwenski of South Amboy 

remembered Ben & Ray’s on the corner of 
Feltus St. & Bordentown Ave., which was 
owned by Ben Ciszewski and Ray Witkowski 
Jr.  Another reader mentioned the Chatter Bar 
(between John & Henry Streets).  Way back in 
1942, Stanton’s Bar was located at 130 South 
Broadway, A. Jerome Tavern was located at 
117 North Broadway, and Max Zimmerman’s 
Grocery & Liquor store (Formerly a milk 
business since 1911) was at 633 Bordentown 
Ave…More currently, Dugout Sports Café 
at 200 South Stevens Ave.

Which bar had the first color TV in 
South Amboy?  Mike “Woody” McCarthy, 
formerly of South Amboy and currently liv-
ing at Spring Hill, Florida said that Pelican’s 
Tavern on the corner of South Stevens 
Ave. & John St. held that distinction.  John 
Brian Flanagan, a former “Pleasant Little 
City” resident claims that VJ’s on lower 
Augusta St. was the first South Amboy bar 
to feature a color TV.  Come on guys, which 
one was it? 

The crowd at South Stevens Pub, who watched the  USA defeat Ghana 2-1 in the FIFA 
World Cup Soccer match. (Photo Submitted)

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (� times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (� times).  Say this 
prayer for � consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -E.P.

While digging under Sacred Heart Church to 
put in a new heating system , Jeff Pawlowski, 
owner of Pride Landscaping and his workers 
discovered several antique liquor bottles 
and old Schaefer beer cans,  still in pretty 
good shape.  Jeff’s father, the late Charley 
Pawlowski used to own Main Liquors store 
back in the 1950’s, and Jeff said, “I wonder 
if dad sold liquor to the workers who left the 
empties under the church.”  (Photo/Story by 
Tom Burkard) 

Korean War 
Veterans Chapter
Seeks Members
The Central Jersey Chapter #148 of 

Korean War Veterans Association extend 
an invitation to any veterans, regardless of 
the branch of service, who served during the 
war June 25, 1950-July 27, 1953, any loca-
tion including Europe or who have served 
in Korea from July 27, 1953 to current date.  
For complete information, call Membership 
Chairman Charles Koppelman at 609-655-
3111 or email: charleskoppelman@yahoo.
com., or call Finance Secretary Edward 
Rappleyea Sr. at 732-257-1184. 
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Father Stanley Celebrates 25 Years
By Steve Schmid

More than 230 people turned out June 
14 at Memorial Hall at Sacred Heart Church 
to celebrate Father Stanley Gromadzki’s 25th 
anniversary of priestly ordination. The large 
crowd celebrated the event with a dinner 
dance following a 5 PM special Mass. The 
Knights of Columbus Monsignor John F. 
Brady Assembly 676 of South Amboy had 
an eight man honor guard at the Mass. Father 
Gromadzki was thrilled with the size of the 
crowd and the presence of the honor guard. 
“I am overwhelmed with the kindness and 
generosity of the people. It’s overshelming. 
I’ve been year only two years with you. It 
builds me up. I’m very much humbled,” he 
said. He is looking forward to continue to 
serve at the parish. “I would say the future of 
Sacred Heart parish looks great. The promise 
keeps me energized. People tell me what’s 
on their mind and that helps me as pastor, 
but I wouldn’t be a pastor if it wasn’t for the 
good people so I’m humbled by the kindness, 
patience, and support even even during the 
past tough times of constantly fixing this 
and fixing that,” he added. He said the last 
two years have been difficult for him and 
the parishoners and was glad to be able to 
reflect on this during his recent two week 
vacation. Father Gromadzki said the latest 

church improvement project is replacing the 
roof. The roof project “is so past due” and 
is necessary to save the church building. He 
praised Bishop Paul Bootkoski for encour-
aging the project since they are a diocesan 
church and is grateful for his support. Father 
Gromadzki said being a priest for 25 years 
is “similar to people who have been mar-
ried for 25 years.” They don’t even know it 
and you don’t where the time went. Father 
Gromadzki has served as pastor at Sacred 
Heart since June 2012 following a 15 year 
stint at St. Mary of Ostrabrama Parish in 
South River the last 14 years as pastor. He 
was ordained as a priest by Bishop Edward 
Hughes at the Cathedral of St. Francis of 
Assisi Metuchen on May 27, 1989. His first 
assignment was associate pastor of St. Peter 
the Apostle Church New Brunswick. He was 
also an associate pastor at St. Matthew the 
Apostle Church Edison, Our Lady of Fatima 
Piscataway, and Sacred Heart in Manville. He 
was also appointed temporary administrator 
at St. Stanislaus Kostka Church in Sayreville. 
He also served as temporary administrator at 
St. Stephen Church South River.  The South 
Amboy Sayreville Times congratulates Fa-
ther Stanley for his 25 years of priesthood 
and wish him well for the future.

Law Enforcement Torch Run in support of NJ Special Olympics on May 30th. (Photo 
Submitted)

Sue Gomolka, a 1976 St. Mary’s graduate, rode her horse “Moondance” with the Horseman’s 
Association of Millstone Twp. in the Allentown, NJ Memorial Day Parade.  (Photo/info 
submitted)

Reverend Kenneth Murphy of St. Stanislaus Kostka School is pictured with members of 
the local Knights of Columbus who came to present Nawal Panjwani, Grade 7, with an 
award.  Nawal’s anti drug and alcohol poster received top honors for the entire state of New 
Jersey.  Her poster has been forwarded on to the international competition for the Knights 
of Columbus.  Congratulations to Nawal on a job well done!  (Photo/info Submitted)

Pictured at Blush Bar Makeup Studio’s Grand Opening on Broadway in South Amboy are 
Co-Owner (l) Jacqueline Kasai, Mayor Fred Henry (c) and Co-Owner Angelica Medina 
(r).  Be sure to visit their website www.info@blushbarmakeup.com for class schedules. 
(Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Rory Kelly, leader of Rory Kelly & Triple Threat is pictured in action during the super group’s 
recent tour in Europe.  (Photo submitted)

This talented youngster just finished playing an amazing drum solo at the South Amboy 
Knights of Columbus Council #426 to the delight of an appreciative audience.  (Photo/info 
courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz) 

One of the sets designed by Jim and Jean Vail from Mater Dei’s Production of “The Addams 
Family”(Photo Submitted)

Jim Vail and his wife Jean recently won 
the Basie Award for Best Set Design from 
Mater Dei High Schools Production of 
“The Addams Family”.  The Basie Awards 
recognize excellence in High School Theatre 
in Monmouth County.  Congratulations Jim 
and Jean.  (Photo Submitted)

Rory Kelly Rockin’ 
Europe

The fabulous Rory Kelly & Triple Threat 
have been on tour rockin’ Europe with some 
of the coolest music on the planet.  The band 
recently had its picture put on the Wall of 
Fame at Rock Sound in Barcelona, Spain, 
next to legendary rockers ZZ Top.  Rory is 
the lead singer/guitarist, Billy Miller plays 
bass, and Rory’s dad, Mike Kelly provides 
the pulse for the group with his pounding 
drum beats.

#1 Pop Hits-June 28
2007-Umbrella-Rihanna with Jay-Z
1990-It Must Have Been Love-Roxette
1983-Flashdance…What A Feeling-Irene 
Cara
1975-Love Will Keep Us Together-The 
Captain & Tennille
1962-I Can’t Stop Loving You-Ray 
Charles

One Hit Wonders
25 Years Ago

1989-The Promise-When In Rome; I 
Remember Holding You-Boys Club; Another 
Lover-Giant Step; When I’m With You-Sher-
iff; What I Am-Edie Brickell & The New 
Bohemians; Beg Your Pardon-Kon Kan; 
Heaven Help Me-Deon Estus With George 
Michael; Thinking Of You-Sa-Fire; Iko Iko-
Belle Stars; Where Are You Now?-Jimmy 
Harnen With Synch; Cry-Waterfront; Angel 
Eyes-Jeff Healey Band; Talk It Over-Gray-
son Hugh; Swing The Mood-Jive Bunny 
And The Mixmasters; Don’t Make Me Over-
Sybil; Don’t Close Your Eyes-Kix.

#1 Country Hits-
June 28

2000-Yes!-Chad Brock
1997-It’s Your Love-Tim McGraw & Faith 
Hill
1985-Little Things-The Oak Ridge Boys
1970-Hello Darlin’-Conway Twitty
1966-Take Good Care Of Her-Sonny 
James

You Tube-In
2014-Austin Mahone-“MMM Yeah,” 

featuring Pitbull, and also “All I Ever Need,” 
were good songs in ’14…Also in 2014, The 
Hold Steady band’s “Spinners” song is pretty 
interesting…Bruce Springsteen & John Fo-
gerty teamed up at the New Orleans Jazz & 
Heritage Festival (Acura Stage) on May 3rd, 
and rocked the house with “Green River,” and 
“Proud Mary.”  Another good Bruce show on 
youtube.com was also at the festival, when 
he performed “10th Avenue Freeze Out.”  
You’ve got to see the emotional performance 
by Jacob Curlee on “America’s Got Talent,” 
as he turns in a spectacular version of John 
Mayer’s song, “Waiting On The World To 
Change”…Also give a look and listen to 
“Road Between” by Lucy Hale…

2014 Country-“Drink On A Plane” by 
Dierks Bentley is a real party-like video, 
with a pretty good song…”Dirt Road” by 
Kip Moore also rocks country.

1970’s-Did you ever hear Three Dog 
Night’s “Play Something Sweet (Brickyard 
Blues),” which hit #33 in ’74?  Another inter-
esting ’74 song is “Where Have They Gone” 
by Jimmy Beaumont & The Skyliners.

1960’s-The Hollies “Just One Look” 
reached #2 on the United Kingdom charts, 
but only #98 in the U.S. in 1964…Kenny 
Rogers & The First Edition “Just Dropped 
In” on The Smothers Brothers Show.”

Miscellaneous Youtube.com stuff-
“Rock N Roll Pop Superhits of the 50’s, 
60’s & 70’s compilation B, which features 
almost 3 hours of great music…Listen to 
“Keep Me In Your Heart For Awhile” by 
Warren Zevon…Also “Never Seen Noth-
ing Like You,” a 2012 good tune by Nate 
Highfield.

Music Trivia
Eyes

By Tom Burkard

1.__Private Eyes a. The Eagles
2.__Ebony Eyes b. Van Morrison
3.__Eye In The Sky c. Survivor 
4.__Sad Eyes d. Hall & Oates
5.__Lyin’ Eyes e. The Everly Brothers
6.__My Eyes Adored You f. Robert John
7.__Angel Eyes g. Frankie Valli
8.__Eye Of The Tiger h. Peter Gabriel
9.__I Only Have Eyes For You i. Billy Idol
10._In Your Eyes j. The Flamingos
11._Brown Eyed Girl k. The Jeff Healy Band
12._Eyes Without A Face l. The Alan Parsons Project

Answers
1d 2e 3l 4f 5a 6g 7k 8c 9j 10h 11b 12i.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (� times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (� times).  Say this 
prayer for � consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -R.S.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School 
held it’s Graduation Ceremony on May 31st, 
pictured are Valedictorian, Briann Downes (l) 
and Salutatorian, Lyra Saranglao. (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

South Amboy High School’s Graduation 
took place on June 20th. Pictured are 
Valedictorian, Sabrina Meyers (l) and 
Salutatorian, Natalie Ghigliotty (r). (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Hartsfield Wins Crown
At TOC

Sayreville’s superb track & field per-
former, Myles Hartsfield won the NJSIAA/
Star Ledger Meet of Champions triple jump 
championship on his final attempt at 49-
11.75, to set a new meet record, by beating 
Barden Adams of West Orange.  The jump 
was Hartsfield’s second best of his career, 
and over 20 inches longer than Adams.

Hartsfield showed plenty of determina-
tion, guts and heart as he hung in for the last 

jump, despite injuring a hamstring earlier.  He 
overcame the pain, and courageously leapt 
for the new record, breaking the previous 
mark by a quarter of an inch.  

Hartsfield also finished 3rd in the long 
jump with a leap of 23-2.   The Bombers 
highly-regarded 4x100 Group IV champs 
did not place, as they ran without injured 
anchor Colin Winslow.

Bombers Cop Group 4 
State Title

The Sayreville Bombers fantastic boys 
track & field team captured its first-ever 
Group 4 NJSIAA outdoor track state cham-
pionship.  Myles Hartsfield, a standout all 
season, captured two events, winning the 
triple jump with a meet record of 50-1 ½, 
on his fifth attempt, and also won the Long 
Jump championship with a leap of 23-3 ¾.  
He became just the fourth Jersey boy to crack 
the 50-foot plateau, and now holds the state 
junior class and Middlesex County records.  
His leap is the third longest in state history.  
Hartsfield also finished 3rd place with a 6-6 
high jump.

  Colin Winslow injured his hamstring in 
the trials, and started the 100-yd. dash final, 
but pulled up.  He also had to withdraw from 
the 400.  He had finished first in the 400 with 

a time of 49.63 in the CJ Group IV Section-
als.  Isaiah Copes stepped up big-time in his 
absence, and contributed to the first place 
4x100 meter relay championship, which 
consisted of Hartsfield, Shaun Abubakar, 
Linwood Crump, and Copes.  Sayreville 
finished the 4x100 in 42.60.  Abubakar fin-
ished 3rd in the 110 hurdles with a (14.73).  
In the sectionals, he finished 2nd.  Crump, 
who also had a sore hamstring finished 6th 
in the 100 (11.07).  In sectional competition, 
he came in 2nd in both the 100 and 200 and 
4th at the 400 meters.

Coach Joe Slavik’s Bombers finished 
with 43 points (26 from Hartsfield), to out-
distance J.P. Stevens with 30, to capture the 
Group 4 crown.  Congratulations, Coach and 
team and a truly outstanding season!

Gold Division Champions

The South Amboy Governors baseball club under Coach Dan Poulsen captured the Gold 
Division championship with an awesome (13-1) record.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy Guvs’ Riley Rone is pictured in action against New Egypt in the CJ Group I 
sectional semifinals.  Riley turned in an outstanding season, batting .522, and leading the 
Purple & Gold in doubles.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Lady Guvs Won 9 
Games

The South Amboy Lady Guvs softball 
team finished (9-10) under second-year 
coach Len Maltese.  The team leaders in-
cluded: Batting Avg.-Christina Reyes .689 
Alissa Bikowski .644 Sabrina Myers .478 
Vicky Reilly .438 Emily Trzeciak .418 
Cheyenne Moskal .412; Runs-Bikowski 33 
Reyes 26 Trzeciak 21; Hits-Bikowski 38 
Reyes 31 Trzeciak 23; Doubles-Bikowski 
8; Home Runs-Bikowski 5.

Lady Eagles Finish 
10-8

Coach Rich Geisheimer’s Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s girls’ softball team 
finished (10-8).  Team leaders were: Bat-
ting Avg.-Brittany Clayton .404 Jackie 
Riley .400 Melissa Adams .345 Samantha 
Napoli .321 Brin Hemingway .286; Runs-
Riley 16 Clayton 13 Napoli 13; Hits-Riley 
24 Clayton 23 Adams 19; Doubles-Riley 4 
Clayton 3; Triples-Napoli 2; Home Runs-
Clayton 2 Riley 1; Stolen Bases-Napoli 11 
Glenys Biloholowski 7; Total Bases-Riley 33 
Clayton 32 Adams 23 Napoli 23.  Pitching-
Won-Lost-Riley 10-8; Innings Pitched-Riley 
111.2; Strikeouts-Riley 198; ERA-Riley 
1.01; Saves-Kelsey Edwards 1.

Guvs Finish Great Season
With Gold Title

The South Amboy Governors baseball 
team turned in an outstanding (15-3) season 
under third-year Coach Dan Poulsen, while 
winning the GMC Gold Division crown with 
a lofty (13-1) division mark.  The Purple 
& Gold excelled in all phases of the game, 
finishing with a sizzling .411 team batting 
average.

The team leaders included: Hitting- Bat-
ting Avg.-Tyler Olivieri .545 Riley Rone .522 
Orville Vazquez .509 Tim Kales .453 Dan 
Murphy .439;  Runs-Vazquez 25 Olivieri 

20; Hits-Olivieri 30 Vazquez 27 Rone 24 T. 
Kales 24; RBI-T. Kales 32 Olivieri 17 Rone 
16 Murphy 16; Doubles-Rone 6 Olivieri 
5; Triples-Murphy 2 Olivieri 2; Pitching-
Won-Lost-Murphy 6-1 T. Kales 6-2 Dan 
Gentile 3-0; Innings Pitched-Murphy 48 T. 
Kales 45; Strikeouts-T. Kales 65 Murphy 
62; Lowest Batting Avg. Against-T. Kales 
.225 Murphy .231.

Note: Murphy finished his pitching 
career with a (7-5) record.  Junior T. Kales 
improved his career mark to (12-10).

Local Scholar-
Athletes
Honored

The NJSIAA recently honored the fol-
lowing local high school athletes during a 
ceremony at the Pines Manor in Edison.  Car-
dinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s-Briann Downes; 
Sayreville-Heather Sootkoos; South Amboy-
Sabrina Myers.  Congratulations!

Gorman Takes 2nd
In Non-Public B
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s standout 

girl track & field athlete, Kelly Gorman fin-
ished 2nd in the NJSIAA Non-Public B 800-
Meter Run.  She turned in a fine performance 
with a 2:18.74 time, behind winner Dana 
Klein of Gill St. Bernard’s, who clocked in 
at 2:15.50.  Nice going, Kelly!

Sofilkanich To 
Coach

New Brunswick
South Amboy resident Don Sofilkanich 

was hired as the new football coach for New 
Brunswick.  A Special Education teacher 
at the school, he was head coach at Bishop 
Ahr for the last 3 seasons, finishing with an 
overall (12-18), and lost 7 games by a total 
of only 21 points.

Don coached at Asbury Park from 2007-
2009, turning in an amazing (33-3) mark, 
while racking up 3 CJ Group I champion-
ships.  He also coached at Neptune in 2010, 
and Holmdel in 2006.  Best of luck, Don!

Bomber Girls
Take 3rd In Golf
Sayreville girls’ golf team copped 3rd 

place in the GMCT, scoring a 203, and finish-
ing behind East Brunswick 179, and South 
Brunswick 185.  Erin McQuade placed 7th 
in the tournament with a 46.

GMCT
 Softball
On Super Saturday in the Round of 16, 

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s the #14 seed 
dropped a heartbreaker to #3 Piscataway, 
3-2 on a misplayed ball hit up the middle 
in the bottom of the 7th to give the Chiefs 
a walk-off win.  Brittany Clayton lined a 
2-run single in the top of the 6th to tie the 
game at 2-2 for the Blue & Gold.  Jackie 
Riley pitched a beautiful game, allowing 
6 hits, and striking out 7, while absorb-
ing the tough defeat…Sayreville shocked 
South Plainfield, 7-1.  Erin Fitzsimmons 
fired an awesome 3-hitter and struck out 6 
for the win.  Emily Cabrera socked a 2-run 
homer for the #9 seeded Bombers… East 
Brunswick eliminated Sayreville 2-0 in the 
quarterfinals.

 Baseball
St. Joseph’s finished Sayreville’s dream 

in the quarterfinals, 8-4.  Brandon Bielak, a 
Sayreville resident unloaded a 2-run homer 
for the winners.  Bobby Gambardella ripped 
a 2-run single, and Chris Eveigan singled in 
another for the Bombers.

NJSIAA Sectionals
Softball

CJ Group IV 
Sayreville trounced South Brunswick, 

9-2 in first round play.  Erin Stvan pounded 2 
hits and drove in 3 runs, as Erin Fitzsimmons 
struck out 4 and notched the victory…In 
the quarterfinals, #1 seeded powerhouse, 
Hillsborough (23-1), nipped the #8 seeded 
Bombers, 3-2 in a thriller.  Kelly Duffy hit an 
RBI single, and Fitzsimmons, who took the 
tough setback, also knocked in a run…

Non-Public B Softball
Benedictine edged Cardinal McCar-

rick/St. Mary’s, 4-3 in the opening round.  
Brinn Hemingway went a perfect 2-for-2, 
and Brittany Clayton stroked an RBI single 
for the Lady Eagles.

CJ Group I 
Keansburg blasted South Amboy, 14-6 

in opening round action.  Freshman Shannon 
Tran knocked in 2 runs, while soph Vicky 
Reilly belted an RBI double.

Baseball
Non-Public B 
Roselle Catholic trounced Cardinal 

McCarrick/St. Mary’s, 16-5 in first round 
play.

CJ Group I 
Top-seeded South Amboy nipped 

Bound Brook, 3-2, behind Tyler Olivieri’s 2-
run single, and a strong pitching performance 
from Tim Kales in the first round…New 
Egypt eliminated South Amboy, 6-0 in the 
semis, as the Guvs played without 4 senior 
starters who were on a class trip to Florida.  
Each of the starters was batting over .350.  
The replacement players entered the contest 
with a combined 26 at-bats.  SA managed 
only 3 hits from Tim Kales, Riley Rone, 
and T.J. Moskal.

Guvs Top 
Keansburg

South Amboy shutout Keansburg, 5-0 
in boys tennis action.  Winners in singles 
competition were Julian Grochowski; 
Kevin Dzioba; Thomas Lukie.  Victorious 
in doubles play—Hubert Maslowski-Kenny 
Vergara; James Bloodgood-Isaiah Lozano.

Final Records
By Tom Burkard

Baseball
South Amboy (15-3) Cardinal McCar-

rick/St. Mary’s (13-8) Sayreville (11-12).
Softball
Sayreville (12-10) Cardinal McCarrick/

St. Mary’s (10-8) South Amboy (9-8).
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

The talented 1970 St. Mary’s baseball team pictured bottom row (l-r) Alan Haag, manager, 
Joe Wallis, Dan Weinman, Joe Kelly, Mike Luczkow, Doug Sprague, John Ammon, Jim 
Shannon, Bob Carroll.  Top row (l-r) Bernie Tabasko, manager, John Kibbler, Bernie Mackiel, 
Nick Charmello, Dave Wisniewski, Charlie Steuber, Tom Boychuk, Bob Miller, Dan MacKay, 
Andy Kuziemski, manager, Coach Gary Ternyila.

Glory Days
In Local 
Sports

1950-Lakewood plas-
tered the Hoffman baseball 
squad, 17-6 despite a long 
bases-loaded triple by 
John “Skeets” Skarzynski.  
1961-St. Mary’s slammed 
St. James of Newark, 7-1 in 
baseball action.  Jack Seaman fired a 2-hitter 
in this shortened 5-inning contest, and went 
2-for-2 at the plate.  Joe Jankowski blasted a 
2-run homer, and Frank Ruszala was 2-for-2 
with a single and double.  1976-Tom Pedrick 
fired a brilliant shutout to lead Sayreville 
to an 11-0 baseball romp over South River.  
Mike McSpadden drove in 2 runs.  1985-The 
Eagles baseball nine downed Green Brook, 
8-5 behind winning pitcher Jim Vellanti.  
Tom Mierzwiak pounded a 2-run double 
and had 3 RBI, Matt Blaha socked a 2-run, 
two bagger, Bill O’Leary and Dave Ken-
nedy drove in a run apiece.  1994-Hoffman 
boys’ baseball team slaughtered Somerset 
Tech, 23-8, as Bob Matthews led the way 
with 3 doubles, a single, and 4 RBI.  Eric 
Tambora also belted 3 two base hits, and 
knocked in 4, while Kevin Manion ripped 
3 hits and scored 3 runs.  Winning pitcher 
Adam Treiber struck out 12 in 6 innings.  
2004-Sayreville softball jolted JFK, 5-0, 
as Megan Mazur fired a 4-hit shutout.  Jess 
Nicola unloaded 2 triples.

T.H.E. 
Game
Year-2002
Sport-Girls Softball
Teams-Cardinal McCarrick (3-2) vs. South 
Amboy (3-2) in Game 1 of the City Series
Recap-Lindsey Tone blasted a home run, and 
Katie Kurzawa added an RBI double to lead 
the Lady Eagles to a 9-7 victory.  Kiersten 
McCarthy unloaded a double and solo homer, 
good for 2 RBI, and Danielle Ball ripped a 
2-run single for the Purple & Gold.
Player-of-the-Game-No selection.  Too 
many standouts.

Gerry Henderson

Henderson 
Remembered

Gerry Henderson, who pitched for 
the St. Mary’s Eagles 1969 South Jersey 
Parochial B baseball champions, died on 
December 23, 2011.  The sad information 
was just discovered by a member of the 
Class of ’69 Reunion Committee, who was 
researching members of the class.

Gerry, who was born and raised in East 
Brunswick, was a great guy, and well-liked 
by all, with a terrific personality, topped 
with an amazing sense of humor.  He was 
also a fine pitcher, who really didn’t get 
too much of a chance to showcase his fine 
baseball skills, and finished with a career 
record of (4-2). Henderson affectionately 
nicknamed “Hendo” by classmates was a 
27-year veteran of the Manalapan Police 
Department, where he achieved the rank 
of Detective prior to retiring. 

Gluchowski Will 
Be Remembered
John Gluchowski Sr. 71, of Parlin 

died on May 22.  He was a member of 
the Expeditionary Force during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis in 1963.  He also served as 
Sayreville Chairman of the Emergency Plan-
ning Council in 1988.  In addition, he was 
a charter member of the group which was 
established in ’84.  John was Past President 
of the American Society of Safety Engineers 
(NJ Chapter), and Chairperson for NJ State 
Industrial Safety Committee.

He was also very much involved in 
Sayreville sports, as he coached countless 
youngsters helping them to develop good 
sportsmanship, which would carry into their 
adult lives.  Gluchowski was a Little League 
coach for 18 years, and also coached the last 
12-year old team to participate in the NJ 
State Finals in 1982.  In addition, he coached 
Sayreville American Legion Post 211 for 10 
years, and was chairman for the Middlesex 
County American Legion Baseball League 
for another 5 years.  He also found time to 
serve as a member/chairman of Sayreville 
Post #211 By-Laws Committee.  

John was not limited to baseball, and 
also coached the 5th-8th grade at Our Lady 
of Victories for over 15 years, and also taught 
CCD to 7th and 8th grades.  God Bless, 
John Gluchowski Sr., for his wonderful 
life of volunteering, coaching and helping 
anyone in need.

Diamond Dust
1974

South Amboy Midget League
Mets 2 Cards 1-Mark Dudley blasted a 2-
run triple.
Orioles 5 Pirates 2-Gary Vona drilled 4 hits 
for the O’s, while Keith Hegedus had 3 hits, 
and Glen Munck orbited a home run for the 
Pirates.
South Amboy Little Fellas League
Jo-Tom’s 3 Progressive 0-Joe Carney led 
JT’s with 2 hits.
Protection 9 Parkway Fabs 1-Steve Szat-
kowski crashed 2 homers, and John Ziola 
contributed 3 hits.

Beyond The Babe 
Ruth League

Sayreville Recreation Director Jerry 
Ust recalled playing baseball from 1970-73, 
for 4 years with the Sayreville American 
Legion team, and 3 years with the AAABA 
team, that was sponsored by Mountaineer 
Construction in South Amboy, and called 
the Mountaineer Rebels.

The teams were loaded with talented 
players, and Ust said that Coach Jim Green-
haus would have the 22 players for both 
teams meet at the Sayreville War Memorial 
HS field, and decide which players would 
divide the players in half, telling them who 
he wanted to play for the Legion, and for the 
AAABA teams on a particular day.

Ust mentioned the following teammates 
that he could remember: Vinnie Buszko 
(South River), Alan Pasztornyicky, Bill 
D’Amico (played as a junior in ’72), Steve 
Makwinski (played as a soph in ’72), Bill 
and Mark Campion, Dan Hockenjos, Greg 
Lyon, Bruce Buckiewicz, Kevin Corrigan, 
Mike Kosmoski, Mike Drahos, John Kibbler, 
(all from Sayreville), and Gary Lange, Ron 
Croddick, Jeff St. Amour (all from South 
Amboy).

Ust said that, “It was a prestigious thing 
to play on the Legion and AAABA teams.  
The teams were picked from 3 or 4 towns, 
and there were a lot of college players.  We 
played 7 days a week, and also had double-
headers.  Our Legion team made it to the 
states almost every year, and lost almost 
every year to Brooklawn, New Jersey.  We 
lived baseball back then.”  He also mentioned 
that the American Legion team was coached 
by Pete Inman back in 1972. 

40 Years Ago
1974-The South Amboy Little Fellas 

League All-Stars were: National League-
Manager Rev. Wilbur Newton; Coaches-Jim 
Campbell, Bob Aucone, Dennis Quinlan.  
Players-Bob Aucone, Tim Kelly, John Ziola, 
Dave Brady, Pat DeJoy, John Pipala, Burk 
Lambertson, Mike Noble, Bill Brown, Steve 
Szatkowski, Tom Misak, Bernie Orszewski, 
Mike Diem, John Aube, Andy “A.J.” Sabine.  
American League-Manager Joe Mataran-
golo; Coach-Ron Masarik.  Players-John 
Munck, Shawn Leonard, John Inman, Dan 
Kudelka, Greg Seres, John Dragotta, John 
Pyontek, Bill Lewis, Randy Neumann, Tom 
Mulligan, Frank Wahler, Alex MacNeil, Bat 
Boy-Mark Matarangolo.

80 Years Ago
1934-St. Mary’s baseball team ham-

mered Holy Trinity of Westfield, 19-0.  
Winning pitcher Ben Pawlowski fired a 1-
hitter and struck out 13.  Kobrynski blasted 
a grand slam homer and double, Tom Scully 
drilled 2 hits, and Klimek added a single 
and double.

75 Years Ago
1939-St. Mary’s nipped St. Peter’s, 7-

6, as winning pitcher Joe Conroy stroked 3 
hits.  Jack McNamara and Joe Rush each 
ripped a single and triple.

50 Years Ago
1964-Dennis Dzergoski fired a brilliant 

2-hit shutout to lead Sayreville to a 6-0 
triumph over South River.  John Giannos 
contributed 2 hits for the Bombers.

OLV Senior Group 
Niagara Falls Trip

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 
trip to Niagara Falls from Monday, Septem-
ber 8th to Friday, September 12th 2014. The 
price of the trip includes: 4 nights lodging 
in Niagara Falls, Canada, 4 breakfasts, and 
4 full course dinners including a dinner at 
the revolving Skylon Tower and the “Oh” 
Canada Eh?! Dinner Show. Also included 
are all day tours of Niagara, including Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake, all day tour of Toronto 
including Casa Loma. The group will also 
ride the Maid of the Mist Road ride and tour 
of the falls. We will also visit Welland Canal, 
see the beautiful floral Clock and tour the FX 
Chocolates and go to the Niagara Fallsview 
Casino. All taxes and meal gratuities are 
included along with the motor transporta-
tion and bus driver’s gratuity. Please contact 
Geri for reservations or further information 
at 732-257-4351.

Ocean Grove Celebrates Independence Day, Friday July 4, 2014
10:30 AM − Ocean Grove’s Annual 

Independence Day Parade
“Best Fourth of July Parade in 

America”
With marching bands, floats, com-

munity groups, civic organizations, local 
politicians, businesses and thousands of 
onlookers, Ocean Grove’s annual Inde-
pendence Day Parade will kick off at 
10:30 am on Friday, July 4, 2014. 

The parade begins on Whitefield Av-
enue and turns east along Main Avenue to 
Central Avenue; then turns north towards 
Ocean Pathway, then east again ending 
along Ocean Avenue.

Ocean Grove’s parade is a community, 
township, county, and state-wide event. 
Some of the parade bands have been an 
active part of the Ocean Grove parade for 
decades.

Among this year’s musical partici-
pants are: Pipes and Drums of the Atlantic 
Watch; Monmouth County Police and Fire 
Pipes and Drums; Ocean Grove Summer 
Band; Neptune High School Marching 
Band; Shade Tree Mechanics Rockin’ 
Blues

The 2014 parade Grand Marshals are: 
Neptune Township officials Vito D. Ga-
daleta, Business Administrator; Richard J. 

Cuttrell, Municipal Clerk; and Michael J. 
Bascom, Emergency Management Coordina-
tor/Chief Financial Officer.

The Ocean Grove Parade has been recog-
nized by the Asbury Park Press as “one of the 
best parades in the Garden State.” The Star 
Ledger says the annual Independence Day 
parade “remains a civic extravaganza of fire 
trucks, marching bands and volunteer group 
floats. It has an official motto – “The Best 
Fourth of July parade in America” – and is 
the daytime star of the weekend. The evening 
star is the Great Auditorium concert.

Ocean Grove will kick off the holiday 
weekend with a concert by the Imperial Brass 

on Thursday, July 3, 2014 (7:30 pm) in 
the Great Auditorium.   On Saturday, July 
5 (12 Noon), Gordon Turk will perform 
a free Independence Day concert on 
the Great Auditorium Pipe Organ.  The 
Ocean Grove Summer Band will cap off 
the evening with a free concert, “One 
Nation, Under God” at 8 pm.

Come and enjoy a magnificent week-
end of spiritual birth, growth and renewal 
in God’s Square Mile on the Jersey Shore 
– Ocean Grove, NJ.  
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The New York Yankees biggest fan “Pistol” Pete McIntyre, a 1969 graduate of St. Mary’s, 
and former Morgan resident, followed his team to Chicago to see them take on the Cubs 
and the White Sox.  Pete is pictured having the time of his life at the game against the 
White Sox at U.S. Cellular Field.  (Photo by Joan Fructer)

On Thursday, May 22, 2014 at 9:15, the American Legion Lenape Post 211 celebrated 
Veterans/Memorial Day with the Arleth School third grade students.  Ten members of the 
American Legion were on hand to present the colors, speak with the students about the 
different Armed Forces and the importance of the American flag.  After a demonstration on 
the proper procedure, the students were able to participate in the folding of the flag.  This 
program was designed to educate the students on the importance of honoring our men and 
women in the military.  It helps them to understand that there are people who are making, 
or have made, great sacrifices so we can enjoy the freedoms that we partake in each and 
every day.  (Photos/Info Submitted by Lauren Roman)

Janet Ust: Keynote Speaker
Sayreville’s Janet Ust, who was a stand-

out basketball player at Bishop Ahr HS, and 
former GMC Scholar-Athlete, had the honor 
of being the keynote speaker at the Jay H. 
Dakelman GMC Scholar-Athlete Awards 
Banquet at the Pines Manor recently.    

Ust, who graduated from Bishop Ahr 
in 2001, was the school’s all-time leading 
scorer with 1,432 points, and was recently 
passed by Liz Sharlow.  Janet averaged 
15 points per game as a freshman, 17 as a 
soph, 16 in her junior year, and 15 points 
per game in 2000-2001.  During her career, 
she was named All-Area, All-Division, and 
All-Conference all 4 years. 

She was Middlesex County’s overall 
top scholar/athlete, and classmate Brandon 
Hoyte, who went on to the University of 
Notre Dame was also a scholar/athlete.  Ust 

played for the South squad in the North-South 
All-Star basketball game.

Upon graduation, Janet received a full 
scholarship to Mount St. Mary’s College 
in Maryland, and as a freshman fired in 
16 points against Towson State.  She was 
averaging double figures as a sophomore, 
but had her season shortened with a serious 
injury.  Sadly, she tore her ACL early in her 
junior year, and her promising collegiate 
career was ended.

Janet Ust currently teaches at Samsel 
Upper Elementary School in Sayreville, and 
also coaches JV basketball and baseball.

McKeon Coach Of 
The Year

Jeff McKeon, son of former South 
Amboy/Sayreville residents Bill “Biff” 
and Betty McKeon, was named Mid-State 
Conference Baseball Coach of the Year for 
2014 after winning the Mid-State Baseball 
championship and finishing (22-8), with 
his Plainfield High School, (Plainfield, 
Indiana) team.  

As a rookie coach in 2012, Plainfield 
finished (12-13), and improved to (15-11) 
last year, before hitting the “jackpot” and 
winning the title this season.  Jeff played 
four years of college baseball at Ashford 
University, and was a standout, recently be-
ing inducted into the school’s Hall of Fame.  
Congratulations, Jeff!  

South Amboy Library Director Elaine Gaber (c) picked the winner from a cache of entries 
for this year’s Franklin D. English Scholarship.  The winner was Natasha Fullerton from 
South Amboy High School.  Also on hand for the drawing were Thomas E. Downs, Esq. (l) 
and Bob Pawlik (r).  (Photo/info Submitted)

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -S.R.

Our Lady of Fatima Statue-Our Lady of 
Fatima’s statue tour of the United States 
stopped for a visit at St. Bernadette’s Church 
in Sayreville, on June 4th.  It was arranged to 
accommodate the parish so it could celebrate 
a special service of adoration and a spiritual 
journey of faith.  As you probably know, the 
Mother of Jesus, the most Holy Virgin Mary, 
appeared to 3 children at Fatima, Portugal 
during the summer of 1917, and this event has 
been celebrated around the world, ever since 
this appearance.  The Fatima statue was a 
grand gesture, and attracted and delighted 
a huge crowd at St. Bernadette’s Church.  
(Photo/Story by Joe Lotkowictz)
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LOOK , MA!!  NO 
CAVITIES!!
By Elaine Holton Scott

Holding a report from his dentist, the 
young boy ran into his home, yelling, “Look 
Ma!!  No cavities!!”  That was way back in 
1958, the first of many Crest commercials 
using the same irritating phrase.  “Look, 
Ma!!  No cavities!!” we’d laughingly mimic, 
often as we were ready to pop another piece 
of candy taken from our sugar-drenched 
pockets.  Growing up in that time long ago, 
it would have been easier to sprout wings 
and fly to the moon than to have no tooth 
decay.  Back then, preventive dental care was 
still in its infancy, so when someone went to 
the dentist, it was usually due to a toothache, 
probably caused by too much sugar.  

Candy had been cheap and there were 
always plenty of empty Coca Cola bottles 
laying around to get their 2-cent deposits 
to buy it.  When we had some extra money 
to splurge, a dime could buy an over-sized 
Mounds or an Almond Joy.  Usually, though, 
having been raised by parents who had 
survived the Depression, we opted for quan-
tity over quality, thereby, getting the most 
sugar for our money.  For “diversity,” we’d 
supplement our sugar diet with ice cream, 
chewing gum, snack cakes, like Twinkies and 
Tastykakes, Crackerjacks, and even Smith 
Brothers Cherry or Licorice flavored cough 
drops, with or without having a cough.  Going 
to a Catholic school also had “a perk,” as, 
hands down, the best variety of penny candy 
anywhere was sold at lunchtime by the nuns 
in St. Mary’s Grammar School.

For me, no candy, not even Hershey’s 
chocolate, was better than the coconutty 
taste of Watermelon Slices.  Having about 
a 99.9% sugar content, just one slice gave 
enough energy to ride a bike, climb a hill, 
and jump rope.  Turkish Taffy, promoted in 
TV commercials by a roley poley animated 
guy wearing a fez, was another top favorite, 
especially in the summertime.  We’d put 
the bar of taffy into the freezer to harden, 
then, hit it against something so all the taffy 
would crack from being brittle.  There was 
also a different kind of candy we had loved 
which had no name.  Sold unwrapped from 
inside the store’s glass candy case, the 
wonderfully sweet filling had come inside 
a tiny metal fluted pan.  To eat it, we were 
given a teeny weeny metal spoon.   Then, 
one day, that no-name candy upped and 
disappeared forever.

Some but not all of the other sugary 
treats sold 50 and 60 years ago were Candy 
Cigarettes, Necco Wafers, Sugar Babies, 
Sugar Daddys, Mary Janes, Tootsie Rolls, 
Malt Balls, Raisinettes, Candy Kisses, Black 
Jack chewing gum, syrup-filled Wax Bottles, 
Chuckles, Milky Ways, Candy Necklaces, 
Bon Bons, Jellied Coins, Bazooka Bubble 
Gum, Root Beer Barrels, Cigar Chewing 
Gum, Caramels, Good & Plenty, Milk 
Duds, Cinnamon Hot Dog chewing gum, 
Mr. Goodbars, Pay Days, Pixy Stix, Junior 
Mints, Pez, Red Hots, Peppermint Patties, 
M&Ms, JuJubees, Hot Tamales, Milky Way, 
5th Avenue, Baby Ruth, Bottle Caps, Clark 
Bars, Butterfingers, Reese’s Peanut Butter 
Cups, Jaw Breakers the size of softballs, 
and if we were lucky, the #1 cavity maker 
of all…Rock Candy.

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

Prom Video Found
A South Amboy man recently purchased 

a radio/disk player at the Christ Church Thrift 
Store in South Amboy, and on the disk player 
was a disk marked Old Bridge High School 
Senior Prom 2010.  He would like to return 
it to the owner, so if it’s yours, please call 
732-721-8715 to pick it up.

In Memoriam
Raymond Batissa, 66, formerly of South 

Amboy died on May 29.  He was a Mechan-
icsville kid, and grew up loving fast racing 

cars, as his father owned and raced the SSS 
and also 99 stock cars at Old Bridge Race-
way, Flemington, and all over Pennsylvania 
and New York State.  Following high school, 
Ray went into the military, serving with the 
101st Airborne Division in the Viet Nam War.  
He was a good guy, with a big heart and will 
be missed.   Zbigniew “Bernie” Wilk, 57, 
formerly of South Amboy died on May 31.  
He was a 1975 graduate of St. Mary’s HS, 
and went on to become a Research Scientist 
for the State of NJ Dept. of Environmental 

Protection.  Catherine “Katy” Schaefer, 67, 
of Parlin died on June 3.  She sang in the 
church choir and did volunteer work at St. 
Bernadette’s Church.  Charles Molteg, 89, 
of Sayreville died on June 15.  He worked 
at the MCUA for 20 years, retiring as a 
foreman in 1991.  Tara Schnitzer, 33, of 
Parlin died on June 16.  She was a customer 
service representative for Amboy Bank in 
their Manalapan office for 10 years prior 
to retirement.  They will truly be missed.  
May God bless them all.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (� times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (� times).  Say this 
prayer for � consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -A.O.
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1946-Hoffman High School had only 13 boys in its graduating class.  Can any of our readers 
identify the graduates?  (Photo courtesy of Janet Kern)

Graduation Memories

South Amboy In 1914
By Fran Fitzmorris

My article for this month deals with an 
anniversary of sorts.  On Monday, January 
12, 1914, a new post office was opened to 
the public.  It was located on the east side 
of Broadway, in the Scully Building, located 
close to David Street.  The previous post 
office was located up on North Broadway 
somewhere near the Hoffman family home 
near First Street.

The new post office was a big civic 
improvement.  The biggest glitch seemed 
to be securing the proper combinations on 
the new lock boxes. Mail was picked up, not 
delivered.  The smoothness of the opening 
was a sign the town was on the rise.

Other notable facts about South Amboy 
in 1914 are as follows:

The mayor of the town was William 
Dey.

The most important bridges for the town 
were the South River Raritan River Bridge 
and the Cheesequake Creek Bridge, down 
by Morgan.

The sheriff/constable was Patrick Mc-
Cabe.

The “white plague” in town was TB.
Doctor Elner was selected, for the 

seventh consecutive year, as town doctor.  
(South Amboy’s last town doctor was Doc 
Hoffman.

The only movie theatre in South Am-
boy was first opened in 1913 and lasted 
until 1950.

Green’s Men Store first advertised 
in 1902 and the store served the town for 
almost 80 years.

Wolff’s Department Store opened in 

1912 and was located on Feltus and Main 
Streets.  It was once considered the biggest 
department store in Middlesex County.

The First National Bank opened in 
1888. It was located at different points along 
Broadway until 1919 when it settled on the 
corner of David Street.

The South Amboy Savings and Loan 
opened in 1889 on Broadway.  Its purpose 
was to give loans to businesses and individu-
als.  I believe it continued doing business 
until the 1950’s.

Peterson’s Pharmacy opened its doors 
in 1901 and has continued to serve the town, 
under that name, for 113 years.

In sports, baseball was still the most 
popular participation sport.  I believe baseball 
was first played in the early 1890’s.  Nine 
inning games were played.

Last but not least were the bars which 
were as numerous then as they have been 
in recent times.

In sports, as stated, baseball ruled the 
town but basketball was quickly catching 
up in popularity. The year was 1913-1914 
and the girls’ basketball team at St. Mary’s 
consisted of Adeline Chevalier, Gertrude 
Braney, Anna Maher, Margaret Kerwin, 
Regina Dooling,Leoin Ginter and Veronica 
Meacham.  The 1914 South Amboy HS 
boys’ basketball team was made-up of the 
following players, (no first names avail-
able) Burkhard, Rue, Grace, James, Hardy 
and Kwilinski.  They were part of a county 
basketball league of local high schools and 
town teams.

Sayreville Police Detective Sgt. Jeff Sprague places a paver in memory of his father, the 
late Police Chief Douglas Sprague, as firemen and Jeff’s mother, Janice Sprague look on 
during the Memorial Day Service by the Fireman’s monument on the corner of Main St. & 
MacArthur Ave.  (Photo submitted by Richard Kosmoski)

The Flag retirement ceremony, as the South Amboy Fire Dept. stands by as a precautionary 
measure.

Members of the American Legion and South Amboy Boy Scouts Troop #95 after the 
ceremony.

American Legion Commander Bob “Zak” Sekerak (l), Mayor Fred Henry (c) and members 
of the South Amboy Fire Dept. (Photos by Tom Burkard)
 

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post # 62 
South Amboy Flag Retirement Service
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The best preparation for gardening is 
a back conditioned by spinal care, exercise 
and good posture all year round.  Moreover, 
when you garden, let your legs and arms do 
the work instead of your back.

Here are some tips to make your gar-
dening easier: 

1.  When weeding, get down on your 
hands and knees rather than bending and 
twisting from the waist.  Don’t stand and 
bend over repeatedly.

2.  Lift dirt and debris by letting your 
arms, legs and thighs carry the load.  Keep 
your back straight and bend your knees.  
Handle only manageable loads at a time.

3.  Use long-handled tools to keep 
you from stooping while raking, digging 
or mowing. Don’t stoop when pushing a 
wheelbarrow.

4.  Switch hands frequently when doing 
prolonged raking, hoeing or digging.  Repeti-
tive motion on one side can bring on lower 
back and shoulder spasms.

5.  Don’t work too long in one position 
especially one that is awkward or unusual. 
This can cause muscle imbalance.

6.  Don’t over expose yourself to long 
periods in the sun without protection of head 
and body. Take frequent breaks and drink 
lots of water. 

Senior Student 
Confirmed
(Photo/story submitted)

 On May 29, 2014 the Raritan Bay 
Catholic Prep community attended Mass 
at St. Mary’s Church, South Amboy to 
celebrate the feast of the Ascension. This 
year was extra special because one of the 
Cardinal McCarrick seniors, Raymond Prato, 
received the sacrament of Confirmation 
conferred on him by Msgr. John Gordon, our 
chaplain.  Raymond prepared for Confirma-
tion throughout his four high school years 
through his Religion classes but also as a 
member of the Faith Alive club. Through 
Faith Alive he participated in feeding the 
homeless, visiting the sick and being of 
service to the community.

Faith Alive prepares students for the 
sacrament of Confirmation but also assists 
those who want to learn more about their 
faith outside a classroom setting. Msgr. John 
Gordon and Mrs. Cristino meet with students 
for discussions of faith and to be of service 
to the homeless and the sick. Raymond 
and other members of the club were very 
enthusiastic this year. They helped raise 
funds for the annual Lenten Rice Bowl for 
Catholic Relief Services, prepared a meal 
for the homeless at the Salvation Army and 
were models of faith within the school com-
munity. CMHS is very proud of Raymond 
Joseph Anthony Prato!  May he be guided 
by the Holy Spirit!  
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Long Ago

This is a rare photo of Hoffman High School, with no elementary school attached on John 
St.  (Photo courtesy of Thomas Kuzina)

Sayreville American Legion Lenape Post #211 Color Guard following service.

Over 2,000 worn and damaged American flags are retired.

American Legion member Ed Strek receives worn flags after being inspected for 
retirement.

Sayeville American Legion Lenape Post 
#211--Flag Retirement Service

Photos by Tom Burkard

Children had a great time on pony rides, 
and many wore cowboy hats.

World War II hero Ed Kolodziej (r) and his 
sister Rita Kolodziej (l) had a wonderful time 
at the carnival.

The carnival offered something for everyone.

How many people got to enjoy this very 
exciting ride?

Lt. Kim, of the Sayreville Auxiliary Police did a fine job while on patrol at the event.

Talented chefs, Dr. John Misiewicz (l) and Peter Kawalec (r) were kept busy all night at 
the food tent.

St. Stan’s Annual Carnival
Photos by Tom Burkard
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NOTICE
South Amboy-Sayreville Non-

Profit organizations—Churches—
Schools—Fire Companies—First Aid 
Squads, etc.

Please do not send flyers to us, or 
call on the phone about your upcoming 
events, and expect us to rewrite them 
into news release form to print in The 
SA Times.

We are only too happy to give you 
FREE publicity, but do not have time to 
retype the flyer into a release for you, 
and then put it in the paper.  Please type 

Melrose 
Blackhawks Win 

27th Title
(Story submitted)

On June 14th, the Melrose Blackhawks 
Senior Drum & Bugle Corps traveled down 
the Parkway to compete for the NJ Ameri-
can Legion State Drum and Bugle Corps 
title.  It came away with another victory, 
making it 27 titles for the Sayreville-based 
Drum Corps.  Melrose received a score of 
93, beating its nearest competitor, Boonton 
Harmony by 13 points.  The corps Honor 
Guard placed 4th in the competition, which 
entails all honor guards in the parade, losing 
by only 4 points.

The corps is celebrating its 35th Anni-
versary season in 2014.  The corps history 
is storied.  It has won numerous titles in 
Fireman’s parades throughout NJ and NY.  
It has represented the NJ State American 
Legion at their national conventions in 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Indianapolis, and 
Charlotte, North Carolina.  It was the first 
Senior Drum and Bugle Corps to perform 
in Walt Disney’s Magic Kingdom.  The 
corps has performed in Holiday parades in 
Daytona Beach Shores, Florida, as well as 
performing for the NY Yankees, NJ Nets, 
and Somerset Patriots.

The corps is always looking for new 
members.  The corps practice on Sunday 
evenings at 6 p.m. at the Mickey Sedlak 
Civic Center behind the Borough Hall in 
Sayreville.  There is no fee or dues.  For 
further info, please call 732-888-1467 or 
visit the corps website at: www.melrose-
blackhawks.com

Looking Back, 
Moving Forward—a 

Musical Odyssey
Join The Counterclockwise Ensemble 

at Sayreville Public Library for a unique 
listening experience that combines the 
intimacy and instrumentation of chamber 
music with the energy and vitality of a 
rock concert. Evoking the mood and spirit 
of both European and American classical 
masterpieces, the Ensemble will take you 
on a sonic journey that draws much of its 
inspiration from the natural beauty of the 
American landscape in full bloom and the 
hearty music of its people in celebration. This 
is was originally scheduled in January but 
was cancelled due to snow.

All ages are welcome to attend this 
special event on Monday, July 14 from 1:00 
to 2:00PM. The Counterclockwise Ensemble 
is a guitar, strings and percussion quintet 
that plays contemporary American chamber 
music. Equally at home in a variety of genres, 
the group primarily plays the compositions 
of guitarist Rich Stein, sprinkling in pieces 
by Holst, Copland, Saint-Saens and Brahms 
as well as traditional American and Irish folk 
tunes into their sets.  The current ensemble 
includes Rich Stein (guitar), Andrew and 
Rebecca Perea (orchestral strings), Glen 
Saunders (double bass) and Jim Mansfield 
(percussion). 

Register online, contact Alaina at 732-
727-0212 ex. 25, or email her at alainad@
lmxac.org for more information. 
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Gone Fishin’

On his most recent fishing trip May 7th aboard the “Barbara S,” Charlie Koerner of South 
Amboy landed these two large striped bass, one weighing 26 lbs., 6 oz., and the other 23 
lbs., 2 oz.  A job well-done Charlie!  (Photo/info submitted by Joe Lotkowictz)

While fishing on her father’s boat, the “Barbara S,” Jennifer Seaman caught a 26 lb., 4 oz. 
striped bass.  As you can see by the size of this fish, it must have been a great fight to pull 
it in.  Good fishing, Jennifer!  (Photo/info submitted by Joe Lotkowictz)

This unidentified man helps pull in a 3 ½ foot 
Sand Shark for his friend Lukasz Szyperek 
at Sandy Hook on June 18th.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

Lukasz Szyperek of Bayonne, celebrated 
his 30th birthday by catching this 3 ½ foot 
Sand Shark at Sandy Hook.  He also caught 
a Sting Ray.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Guinevere Kennedy is pictured here with her two brothers with a perfect attendance award. 
Her oldest brother Lance is working on his 4th year in a row with perfect attendance. As for 
her other brother Spencer, this is his 2nd year in a row with perfect attendance…   Mom 
and Dad are proud of these kids. Keep up the good work (Photo Submitted)

Fishing Flashes
 B y Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Striped Bass is still being caught at all 

of our local beaches.  Bluefish have taken 
over most of the fishing.  They are all over 
the bay, some are quite large. The same 
situation is true in the ocean.  Some big 
Blues are in the surf at Island Beach and 
LBI.  Blowfish, a few Kingfish and very 
few of small Black Drum are also a part 
of the mix.  Fluke fishing opened on May 
23rd with a bang. Many keepers, some quite 
large, were caught in the Bay and Ocean.  
They ranged from 5 to 9 lbs and there were 
plenty of shorts to keep everyone busy. My 
wife and I made a two day trip in mid May 
to fish the Stellwagen Bank with the Captain 
John Boats out of Plymouth, Mass. It was 
good steady fishing on both trips.  We had 8 
keepers per trip mostly Cod and 2 Haddock. 
My wife got sick in very rough seas on the 
2nd trip, but she managed to out fish me. 
We were catching many shorts too, which 
kept us busy. The bulk of the catch on these 
trips were Cod and some nice Haddock.  I 

caught a very small Wolf Fish which had 
to be released.  A few people on the boat 
caught Redfish in 240 ft. of water. Party boat 
Bluefishing is quite good on jigs with fish 
up to 15 lbs. Some big Stipers have shown 
in the mix. Other bottom fishing consists of 
Ling and some very big Sea Bass on rocks 
and at wrecks.

Fresh Water
My wife and I tried fishing for Trout in 

the Black River on the 1st week in May, two 
weeks after stocking ended.  All we managed 
to catch was one Sunfish. We were back at 
it, fishing the Pequest, after our Stellwagen 
trip. We caught 6 Rainbows, 12-13 inches, 
after fishing only a few hours. She caught 4, 
limiting out plus a Rockfish and me with 2 
in about normal off color water conditions. 
Shad fishing is still good in the Delaware 
with the run ending late. There are more 
Shad moving up river.  Bass, Pickeral and 
Pan Fish are biting in all upstate lakes and 
ponds. Large and Small Mouth Bass must 
be released until June 15th. 

Bill O’Leary (l) and David Meyers (r) of South Amboy had plenty of great items to choose 
from.

Kim Davis of Prospect St. held one of the largest sales of the day, featuring terrific stuff.

South Amboy’s Annual Town-Wide Yard Sale - June 21
Photos by Tom Burkard
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LaVigne Leads 
Lancers

To State Title
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy’s Anthony LaVigne, star 
baseball player for St. John Vianney came 
through with a huge key hit to lead the 
Lancers to the Non-Public A state baseball 
championship over St. Joseph’s of Montvale, 
3-1.  LaVigne ripped a two-out base hit to 
drive in 2 runs and put Vianney on top for 
good.

MSG Varsity “Around The Diamond” 
host Kevin Devaney Jr. recapped the title 
game, saying that “The big blow came off 
the bat of Anthony LaVigne, who stroked 
a 2-out base hit that scored two Lancers.”  
Anthony was interviewed by numerous TV, 
radio and print media in post-game.  Prior 
to the title contest, he was identified as one 
of the “Players to watch” by various media 
outlets.  LaVigne played 3 years of varsity 
baseball at St. John Vianney, and proudly 
wore uniform number 5.  He also served as 
team captain for the champions.

It is interesting to note that St. John Vian-
ney players had to graduate in their baseball 
uniforms, which were worn under their cap 
and gowns at the ceremony held in Brookdale 
Community College.  At the conclusion, 
they had 10 minutes for graduation photos 
with their families, then had to race to the 
Brookdale CC diamond for batting practice, 
then onto a bus to fight shore traffic on the 
Garden State Parkway to face St. Joseph’s of 
Montvale for the championship game which 
was played at Toms River East HS.

The Lancers championship marked the 
first baseball title in 33 years.  Two days 
later, St. John Vianney was ranked the #1 
high school team in New Jersey by the Star 
Ledger in its final ranking for 2014.  In 
pre-season, the Lancers were ranked #10.  
LaVigne tied for second in the Shore Con-
ference for home runs, and was selected to 
participate in the Home Run Derby prior to 
the Senior All-Star Game on June 18 at First 
Energy Ballpark, home of the Lakewood 
Blueclaws.  Anthony will attend Rowan 
University in the fall.  Congratulations and 
best of luck Anthony!  

Vigilante To Coach
Bishop Ahr

South Amboy’s Joe Vigilante, who 
played at Bishop Ahr High School, and also 
was an assistant coach there, recently became 
the school’s eighth head football coach in 
history.  Vigilante graduated from Bishop 
Ahr in 1998, and was an assistant coach 
under his predecessor Don Sofilkanich, and 
former head coach Ron Hilliard.  Vigilante 
has coached quarterbacks, linebackers and 
also was Bishop Ahr’s offensive coordinator.  
Joe teaches Religion and Financial Literacy 
at the school.  Good luck, Joe!

Krzyzanowski 
Coached

State Champs
Gregg Krzyzanowski was the assistant 

baseball coach for Shore Regional, who 
won the Group I state championship over 
Ridgefield, 7-1.  The son of former South 
Amboy resident/ star St. Mary’s basketball 
player from the late 1960’s through 1970, Ted 
Krzyzanowski, Gregg had a stellar schoolboy 
career, while playing for Ocean Twp. High 
School, and in 2002, he was 1st Team All-
Monmouth; Monmouth County Pitcher of the 
Year with a (9-2) record; 1st Team All-Shore 
Conference, and 2nd Team All-State Group 
III.  He finished his high school pitching 
career with a fine (16-6) mark.

  Gregg also played at Stockton State 
College, transferred to Brookdale CC as a 
soph, but had his career shortened with an arm 
injury.  He currently works as an instructional 
aide at Ocean Twp. Intermediate School, 
and also serves as the freshman basketball 
coach at Ocean Twp. High School. Prior to 
his current baseball position, he coached at 
Point Boro for the last 3 seasons.  Congratu-
lations, Gregg!   

Malik Stars For 
Allentown

Thomas Malik, was the winning pitcher 
in relief, as his Allentown team defeated 
Woodbridge in the first round of CJ Group 
3 NJSIAA play.  Thomas is the grandson of 
the late Tom Malik of Sayreville, who was 
a star pitcher for St. Mary’s HS in the early 
1950’s, and briefly played pro baseball in the 
minors.  Thomas finished the season at (4-4) 
with 35 strikeouts in 37 innings pitched.  

College Notebook
Christian Campbell (Sayreville), a 

freshman at Rutgers University (30-25), 
played in 52 games, batted .263, with 45 
hits, 4 doubles, and 15 RBI…Krystal Pearson 
(Sayreville), a soph standout for Brookdale 
CC (41-9), and undefeated conference 
champions (16-0), played in 44 games, bat-
ted .368, with 25 runs, 49 hits, 15 doubles, 
4 home runs, and 38 RBI.  She also pitched 
in 20 games, finishing with a (12-7) record.  
In 97 innings pitched, she struck out 73, 
and had a 3.25 ERA…Kristen Fitzsimmons 
(Sayreville) played in 30 games for College 
of New Jersey (10-24), and batted .241 with 
20 hits, 6 doubles, and 8 RBI…Pitcher Jimmy 
Kraivec (Sayreville) appeared in 9 games 
for Centenary College (19-18), and turned 
in a (3-3) record, with 40 K’s in 36.2 innings 
pitched, and held opponents to a fine .225 
batting avg…Andrea Garcia (South Amboy) 
played in 20 games for Middlesex County 
College (12-10) softball team, batting a lofty 
.396 with 21 hits, and 8 RBI.  She topped the 
squad with a .515 slugging pct…Five locals 
were members of the Middlesex County Col-
lege (15-18) baseball team: Matt Bouthilette 
(Sayreville) was #1 with 30 hits in 30 games, 
and also tops with a .300 batting avg.  He also 
knocked in 10 runs and stole 4 bases....Matt 
Lavan (South Amboy) played in 22 games, 
while batting .255 with 12 hits…Vincent 
Gambardella (Sayreville) played in 9 games 
and batted .154…Joe Smith (South Amboy) 
saw action in 6 games and hit .250…Eric 
Pacansky (Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s) 
had only 1 at-bat in 1 game…

Bielak Fires 1-Hitter
In Final Game

Sayreville’s Brandon Bielak, who has 
starred for 4 years at St. Joseph’s, finished 
his stellar high school baseball career, by 
firing a brilliant 1-hitter, as the Falcons 
nipped South Plainfield, 1-0 to capture the 
GMCT championship.  Brandon finished 
his senior year with a lofty (8-1) record, and 
eye-popping 0.60 ERA.  He will be heading 
to the University of Notre Dame, in South 
Bend, Indiana next season, and hopefully 
will make it to the big leagues in the not too 
distant future.  Best of luck, Brandon!

Gambardella Stars
Sayreville’s Bobby Gambardella ripped 

an RBI single in the sixth inning to break 
a 2-2 tie, and lead the South to a 5-2 vic-
tory over the North at the first-ever GMC 
Underclassmen All-Star Game.  Way to go, 
Bobby!

In the Senior All-Star Game, South 
team members were Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s-Brandon Audet; South Amboy-Tyler 
Olivieri, Orville Vazquez, Dan Murphy; 
Sayreville-Chris Ryan.

Obituaries
Batissa, Raymond “Ray,” 66, formerly 

of South Amboy died on May 29.
Bianco, Priscilla A., 68, of South Amboy 

died on June 18.
Blaska, Henry A., “Hank,” 91, of Sayre-

ville died on May 29.
Calandriello, James W. Jr., 65, of Sayre-

ville died on May 27.
Chmielewski, Charles J., 91, of Parlin 

died on June 13.
Dominick, Edna, 85, of Sayreville died 

on May 31.
Fabian, Frances A. “Fran,” of Sayreville 

died on June 11.
Fazio, Josephine G., 98, of South Amboy 

died on June 3.
Fuoti, Joseph J., 87, of Parlin died on 

June 11.
Gluchowski, John A. Sr., 71, of Parlin 

died on May 22.
Gondek, Stanley “Stash,” 86, formerly 

of Sayreville died on June 3.
Kelly, Jena T., 62, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 18, 2013
Leonardo, Charles J., 68, of South 

Amboy died on June 11.
Lucarello, Joseph F., 84, of Parlin died 

on May 30.
Michalick, Stella L., 76, of Sayreville 

died on June 7.
Molteg, Charles E., 89, of Sayreville 

died on June 15.
Nebus, Hilda, 87, of Parlin died on 

June 16.
Nicorvo, Anthony, 67, of Sayreville 

died on June 17.
Orosz, Gary T., 44, of South Amboy 

died on May 31.
Powell, Charlotte S., 89, formerly of 

Parlin died on May 25.
Randazzo, Peter A., 66, of South Amboy 

died on June 9.
Rennie, Joseph, 82, of Parlin died on 

June 15.
Scarangello, Mary R., 93, of Sayreville 

died on May 22.
Schaefer, Catherine “Katy,” 67, of Parlin 

died on June 3.
Schnitzer, Tara L. Rodriguez, 33, of 

Parlin died on June 16.
Sheehy, Ruth, 89, of Parlin died on 

May 20.
Taeschler, Mary T., 92, of Parlin died 

on May 20.
Taylor, Ruth E., 94, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on June 12.
Walsh, Marie, 76, of Sayreville died 

on June 2.
Wilk, Zbigniew “Bernie” A., 57, for-

merly of South Amboy died on May 31.
Wolber, Janet R., 64, of Sayreville died 

on May 30.
Zukowski, Josephine, 90, of Sayreville 

died on June 7.

EuropeanTrip
Ready to experience a European trip of a 

lifetime?! Come join our group in July 2016 
as we explore southern Italy and the Greek 
isles. Through EF Tours, we will embark on 
a 13-day excursion visiting Rome, Pompeii, 
Capri, Sorrento, Athens, Mykonos, San-
torini, and more! This experience is open to 
students, individuals, and families above the 
age of 12 at the time of travel. Contact Jared 
Gonsalves at JaredGonsalves@gmail.com 
for more information on this adventure. 

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (� times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (� times).  Say this 
prayer for � consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -A.O.

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE
O, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and martyr, great in 

virtue and rich in miracles near kinsman of Jesus 
Christ, Faithful Intercessor of all who invoke your 
special patronage in time of need, to you I have 
recourse from the depth of my heart and humbly 
beg to whom God has given such great power to 
come to my assistance.  Help me in my present 
urgent position, in return I promise to make your 
name known and cause you to be invoked. Say 3 Our 
Fathers, Hail Marys and Glories. Publication must be 
promised. St. Jude pray for us all who invoke your 
aid Amen. This novena has never been known fail. 
This novena must be said for 9 consecutive days. 
Its a miracle. Thank you St. Jude. - L.A.

Free Concerts
Middlesex County Office of Parks & 

Recreation will present the following FREE 
concerts at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park this 
summer:  All shows are at the South Amboy/
Sayreville Beach Front on Wednesdays from 
6:30-8:30 p.m.

July 2-Sandy Sasso’s Swingin’ Big 
Band

July 9-Walt Wagner & The Serenad-
ers

July 16-Irish Night featuring The Perry 
Brothers

July 23-The Robert Murdock Band 
(Classic Rock Tribute to the 60’s, 70’s, 
80’s)

July 30-Bernie Goydish’s Jersey Polka 
Stars-Polka & Variety Music

August 6-Danny V.’s 52nd Street Band-
A tribute to Billy Joel

August 13-Rave On Band-The hits of 
Buddy Holly & Roy Orbison

August 20-Zydeco-A-Go-Go-New 
Orleans style Rhythm & Blues, plus 40’s, 
jump, jazz & swing

August 27-The Tim Gillis Band (The 
greatest in Country Music)

*In case of inclement weather, you will 
be directed to the South Amboy Middle/HS 
Auditorium by park rangers.

Anthony LaVigne of South Amboy, who delivered the game-winning hit for St. John Vianney’s 
baseball team in the state championship game, is interviewed by television reporters and 
other news media, following his big moment.  (Photo/info submitted)
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C town recently held its Grand Opening on June 20th at 611 Bordentown Ave., South Amboy.  
The store was formerly Key Food, and will feature 1600 lower prices, NJ fresh produce, a 
brand new liquor department, and great quality.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

This house was built in the early 1800’s, and belonged to the Donlin family.  Standing in 
front of her home is Cecelia Donlin.  This family lived there until the late 1920’s, mid 1930’s, 
when the NJ Highway Dept. bought it to make room for the Route 35 Highway.  The house 
was on the property known as Donlin’s Lane, and was just in front of Highland St. in South 
Amboy.  Mrs. Cecelia Donlin passed away in July of 1950 at the age of 95.  (Photo/Info 
submitted by Joe Lotkowictz) 

Everyone had a great time at the First Presbyterian Church’s annual Tea Party recently.  
Some of the ladies show off their fancy hats at the event.  There was also a Victorian Period 
Fashion Show, and two contests for the nicest hat, and also the most different hat.  The show 
was hosted by Nancy Berry, who did an outstanding job as usual.  (Photo/info submitted)

The Brian O’Connor School of Music held it’s annual Jam Fest Concert on Sunday June 1st 
at the Charles Hoffman Hall in South Amboy with a great group of talented performers.
As usual the hall was packed with parents and friends who were treated to a classic rock 
concert extravaganza with talent galore from rock to motown. Brian’s All Star Band also 
performs on a regular basis at the Veterans Home in Menlo Park and will be performing at 
the 4th of July fireworks celebration at the South Amboy Waterfront on Thursday July 3rd 
at 8pm. For more information go to brianoconnormusic.com
The performers are as follows : (front row) Nicholas Magielnicki, Anthony Pesch. (2nd 
row)  Tyler McCormack, Brendan O’Keeffe, Therese Lumapas, Kyle O’Connor, Shayna 
Lee O’Connor, Diana Rodriguez, Cynthia Corujo, Michael Autunnale, Caitlin Autunnale, D.
J. Crocker, Jesse Graham. (3rd row) Kyle Poetsch, Steven Steele, Bryan Batista, Wayne 
Edmundson, Brian O’Connor, Dennis Nardone, Bruce Grankowski, Louis Mastro, Mark 
Kocsis , Nick Zonak, and Kyle Bielinski.   (Photo Info Submitted)                                                                                      

THE SMOKE COLUMN
By Richard Kosmoski

If you are experiencing any type of fire 
emergency or rescue related incident and 
are in need of immediate help, what would 
you do?  You dial “911.” This is because 
when you dial “911” help is only precious 
minutes away. Your local fire department 
will be responding as quickly as possible 
with highly trained fire fighters to help you 
every way they can. It is no longer a matter 
of just responding to put out fires. The fire 
service of today responds to all types of 
emergencies and rescues throughout their 
communities.

All across America, people trapped in 
burning buildings will dial 911 and know that 
the fire department is on their way and that 
as fire fighters we will enter those buildings 
to rescue them. We will come because every 
fire fighter knows there are some things more 
important than our own personal safety. Yes, 
loyalty and dedication is alive and well in 
the American fire service. 

Fire fighters train continuously through-
out their careers in order to obtain the knowl-
edge necessary to perform rescues. Much of 
their training goes well beyond extinguishing 
fires and includes specialized training in 
hazardous materials, vehicle extrication, 
terrorism events, and a multitude of rescue 
techniques. When someone is involved in a 
motor vehicle accident and is trapped inside 
the vehicle, it is the fire department that will 
respond and extricate the victims from the 
mangled cars. The way the fire fighters go 
about performing each extrication is a science 
and is learned through constant practice and 
training. Each year vehicle models change 
and so does the safety features of these 
vehicles. Fire fighters will hone their skills 
by practicing on previously crashed vehicles 
donated to them by the local junk dealers. 
The tools that are used for extrication cost 
upwards of tens of thousands of dollars. 
After each time they are used, they must 
be thoroughly inspected to make sure they 
will perform properly on the next rescue 
call. When someone is trapped in a crushed 
vehicle, time is of the essence but the prior-
ity is on the safety of both the emergency 

personnel and the victim.
Before any extrication takes place at 

the scene of an accident on the roadway, 
the area is made safe by using a piece of 
apparatus to block off the area so an ap-
proaching distracted driver doesn’t run into 
the emergency responders. The crashed 
vehicle(s) is surveyed as to the appropriate 
tactics and proper tools to use to remove the 
victim safely and expeditiously. All safety 
precautions must be taken when cutting into 
the vehicle so as not to deploy an airbag, cut 
a hydraulic strut, damage or break a fuel 
line, or short an electrical line; damaging  
any one could spell disaster.

The Sayreville Fire Department utilizes 
both the Melrose Hose Co. and Sayreville 
Engine Co. when extrication is needed 
as both of these companies carry special-
ized extrication tools. Melrose Hose Co. 
is called upon frequently for extrication as 
their primary response area covers  vehicle 
crashes on the Garden State Parkway, Route 
#9 and Route #35, all very heavily traveled 
roadways with vehicles traveling at high 
rates of speed.

The Sayreville Fire Department is pre-
pared for any situation and it is only possible 
through continuous training. The Sayreville 
Fire Department is made up of all volunteers 
and the training they receive is on their own 
time without any reimbursement. They do 
this for the love of the fire service and because 
they want to help their fellow man.

Many of our newer residents in town are 
unaware that their fire department is made 
up of strictly volunteers. New members are 
always needed and welcomed into a truly 
dedicated organization that provides a neces-
sary service to the community.

Richard Kosmoski has written for many 
nationally recognized fire service publica-
tions and textbooks. He holds a Masters 
Degree in Emergency Services Management. 
He has served continuously as President of 
the New Jersey Volunteer Fire Chief’s As-
sociation since 1996 and is a member of the 
Sayreville Fire Department since 1974. 
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