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Eze Drafted By 
Toronto

Former Sayreville War Memorial HS 
star athlete, Kene Eze of Rutgers University, 
was selected by the Toronto FC of the pro-
fessional MLS.  Eze, a soccer standout was 
selected in the 4th round by Toronto, the 60th 
overall pick in the MLS SuperDraft.

The coaches scouting report on Eze 
reads as follows, “Eze is very elusive and has 
tremendous pace…Good instincts around 
the box…Capable of single-handedly win-
ning a game.”

He finished his career at Rutgers with 
22 goals, 8 assists and 52 points.  As a 
freshman, he played at William Patterson, 
then transferred, and made the very difficult 
transition from Division III to Division I 
competition.

In 2013, he led the Scarlet Knights with 
8 goals and tied for the lead with 20 points. 
He also added 4 assists, despite missing 6 
of the team’s 20 games due to injury.   Kene 
scored 4 goals in the AAC play-in game 
victory over Cincinnati.  He was a 3rd 
Team NSCAA/Continental Tire Division I 
All-Northeast Region selection.  Congratula-
tions, and best of luck Kene!

McKeon To Speak
At Middletown

South Amboy native, and former ma-
jor league baseball managing great Jack 
McKeon will be a featured speaker at the 
Catholic Men For Jesus Christ 17th Annual 
Men’s Conference, on Saturday, Feb. 22nd.  
The conference is scheduled for 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at St. Mary Mother of God Church, 19 
Cherry Tree Farm Rd., Middletown.  Doors 
open at 8 a.m. for bagels and coffee.  Lunch 
will also be included.

McKeon, who had a highly-illustrious 
professional baseball career, winning over 
1,000 games in the major leagues, and also 
over 1,000 in the minor leagues, was a two-
time National League Manager of the Year, 
in addition to leading the Florida Marlins 
to a dramatic World Series championship 
over the heavily-favored New York Yankees 
in 2003.

On February 9th, Jack received the 
prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Professional Scouts Foundation.  
The event was held in Los Angeles, and 
attended by over 2,000 people.  Others re-
ceiving awards were Hall-of-Famers Henry 
Aaron and Joe Morgan, and also longtime 
manager Bruce Bochy.

The Jack McKeon Celebrity Golf Tour-
nament held at Miami, Florida on Feb. 12th 
was a huge success.

Jack is a devout Catholic and daily com-
municant, who has a special devotion to St. 
Therese of Lisieux and the Blessed Mother. 
He is also a renowned public speaker, and 
the conference should prove to be a most-
rewarding experience for all who attend.

For complete information contact 
Catholic Men for Jesus Christ at: info@
catholicmenforjesuschrist.org. 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade March 8
 The South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade is scheduled for March 8 starting at 
2 p.m.  Msgr. John Gordon, of Most Holy 
Name of Jesus Church, Perth Amboy, will 
serve as Grand Marshal.  Former South Am-
boy Councilman, Colonel John O’Connell is 
this year’s Deputy Grand Marshal, and State 
Assemblyman Craig Coughlin of Fords is 
the Honorary Grand Marshal.  

The parade starts at the corner of South 
Pine Ave. makes a right onto Bordentown 
Ave. and proceeds down Bordentown Ave., 
makes a left onto South Stevens Ave., and 
then a right at the light on Main St, down to 

the next light, and another right onto North 
Broadway, where it ends on Broadway at 
the reviewing stand.

The parade, one of the largest St. 
Patrick’s Day parades in the state of New 
Jersey, is funded by donations from local 
businesses, individuals and corporations, 
as well as community fundraisers.

Contact South Amboy Councilman 
Mickey Gross at 732-721-5031 or go to: 
southamboyparade.com for more informa-
tion or if you are interested in participating 
in the parade as a volunteer or group. 

Four Join 1,000 Point Club
By Tom Burkard

Four local high school seniors joined the 
1,000 point scoring club recently.  Sayreville 
girls’ superstar Jackie Rodriguez was the 
first of the players to reach the big mark, 
against J.P. Stevens.  Bombers’ standout 
guard, Corey Taite attained the elusive pla-
teau with 1:33 left in the second quarter in a 
home game, 58-53 victory over Edison.  His 
historical shot came on a floater in the lane, 
and it was the first time a Sayreville player 
reached 1,000 since the 1998-99 season 
when Marcin Ziobrin topped the magical 
number.  Corey finished the game with 13 
points, 4 assists and 3 steals.  South Amboy 
sensation, Steve Herdman needed 11 points 
going into the Governors home game against 
East Brunswick Tech, and came out burning 
the nets with red-hot shooting, while break-
ing the barrier, quickly, when he connected 
on two free throws with 2:00 left in the first 
quarter.  The talented guard fired in 27 points, 
as SA annihilated East Brunswick Tech, 
79-33.  Herdman tossed in six 3-pointers to 
give him a career total of 182, which is #1 
among current players in Middlesex County.  
Sky Harris, Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 

top scorer broke the 1,000 point mark in the 
second quarter in a tough loss to Monroe.  
Congratulations to all on your amazing high 
school accomplishments!  *See more photos 
on page 23.

Wisniewski Leads 
Investigation

State Assembly Transportation Com-
mittee Chairman John Wisniewski has been 
spearheading the investigation involving 
the traffic mess, and bureaucratic confusion 
involving the bi-state agency that operated 
the George Washington Bridge.  The inves-
tigation, which is known as “Bridgegate” by 
most, has brought the longtime Democratic 
Assemblyman from Sayreville into the na-
tional spotlight, with appearances on major 
TV stations and programs such as “Face 
The Nation,” to discuss the scandal that 
has attracted national attention to popular 
Governor Chris Christie, who was the front-
runner for the Republican Party nomination 
for the presidential election in 2016.

Phillips Dies At 60
James “Jim” Phillips, 60, died on Feb. 

1.  He was Mayor of Old Bridge from 2003-
2011, stepping down because of health 
issues.  In addition, Jim, who was a St. 
Mary’s High School graduate Class of 1971, 
served on the Middlesex County Board of 
Freeholders from 1990-1995 before resign-
ing to become the County Treasurer.  In ’91, 
he was selected to serve an unexpired state 
Senate seat, but lost the election for a full 
term later that year.

Jim certainly made his mark and left 
behind a positive legacy for Middlesex 
County and Old Bridge.  The highlights of 
his political/public service career that made 
a difference were his hard work and efforts 
to preserve open space and develop parks, in 
addition to providing affordable housing.

Jim Phillips was a great guy, always 
putting his heart and soul into helping oth-
ers, and in his older brother Jack’s words, 
“He wanted to help.”  May God bless Jim 
Phillips.

Msgr. Fitzgerald 
Dies

By Tom Burkard
Rev. Msgr. William F. Fitzgerald, P.A., 

J.C.D., 86, a South Amboy native, died on 
Jan. 13th.   He is survived by his beloved 
sister, Sister Marian William Fitzgerald, 
O.S.F.  Fitzgerald was a 1943 graduate of 
St. Mary’s High School, and was ordained 
a priest in 1950.  In 1953, he was appointed 
Assistant Chancellor of the Trenton Diocese 
and was named Vice Officialis in 1960.  He 
became the Moderator of Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Nurses & Physicians Guild in ’61.  
Rev. Fitzgerald was appointed Vice Chancel-
lor for the Trenton Diocese in 1963.  

In 1966, he assumed the job of Chancel-
lor for the Trenton Diocese.  In ’67, he was 

(Continued on page 10)

Assemblyman Craig Coughlin (l), Honorary Grand Marshal and Grand Marshal Msgr. John 
Gordon (r) are pictured at the Grand Marshals Night at the AOH.  Missing from photo is 
Deputy Grand Marshal Col. John O’Connell.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Three new members of the 1,000 points club are pictured (l-r) South Amboy’s Steve 
Herdman, Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s Sky Harris, and Corey Taite of Sayreville.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

Jackie RodriguezMsgr. William F. Fitzgerald

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
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The South Amboy Fire Department Chiefs were sworn in on New Year’s Day.  Pictured (l-
r) is 2nd Assistant Chief John Kelly, 1st Assistant Chief Mike Geraltowski, and Chief Brett 
Coyle.  Congratulations and best of luck!   (Photo submitted)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. What year did the Amboy Cinemas open?  
a. 1969 b. 1975 c. 1979
2. What year did the Amboy Cinemas close 
permanently? a. 2000 b. 2003 c. 2005
3. He became South Amboy’s Police Chief in 
1997?  a. James Holovacko b. Steve Pavich 
c. James Wallis
4. Elected Grand Knight of Our Lady of Vic-
tory Council 2061 in 1997?  a. James Batissa 
b. John Schnitzer c. Joseph Notarangelo
5. What year was Father Dennis Weezorak 
appointed Pastor of St. Mary Church?  a. 
1995 b. 1997 c. 2000
6. The Valedictorian of Hoffman HS in 
1958?  a. Kathy Kurtz b. Robert Bloodgood 
c. Charles Agan
7. In ’82, where was Sayreville Iron Works, 
Inc. located?  a. Jernee Mill Rd. b. Borden-
town Ave. c. Horseshoe Rd.
8. In ’77, the President of Sayreville Young 
Democrats?  a. James Zagata b. James Rob-
inson c. Barry James
9. Where was Gomolka’s Auto Body located 
in Sayreville?  a. Morgan b. Melrose c. 
President Park
10. In ’66, this South Amboy nightclub was 
located on Rt. 35 North?  a. Colonel’s Garter 
b. D’Scene c. Colonel Cooper’s
11. 1984 Regent of Catholic Daughters of 
America No. 382 Court Sancta Maria, South 
Amboy?  a. Susan Malloy b. Kathleen Pru-
sakowski c. Anastasia Lusakowski
12. President of the South Amboy Historical 
Society in 1986?  a. William Marshall b. Anna 
Harris Friberg c. Alice Kupper-Orriols

Answers
1c 2c 3a 4c 5b 6c 7a 8b 9a 10c 11b 12a. 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Tim Hall Retires
Congratulations and best wishes go out 

to South Amboy’s Tim Hall on his retirement 
from the USPS in South Amboy, after many 
outstanding years of dedication and hard 
work.  Enjoy your retirement Tim!

In Memoriam
Frederick Hoover, 74, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 14.  He was the owner of Brush 
Strokes painting business before retiring, 
and a long-time advertiser in The SA Times.  
Fred was a very proud U.S. Marine, and a 
terrific person to know.  Jospeh Gondek Sr., 
70, of Sayreville died on Jan. 22.  He was 
the owner/operator of Confectionately Yours 
in Franklin Park for 32 years, and one of the 
really genuine, great guys.  Joe loved the 
customers as much as his family.  He was a 
jokester, and according to his obituary, he 
was “The Candy Man, the sweetest man in 
town.”  Thomas Suchorski, 81, formerly of 
South Amboy died on Feb. 4.  He was the 
founder and president of Superb Carpet Ser-
vice, South Amboy, and also Superb Carpet 
Cleaning, Surf City.  In addition, Tom was 
an avid SA Times reader, and loved keep-
ing up on the local news.  Louis Zamorski, 
93, of Sayreville died on Feb. 8.  He served 
in the U.S. Navy during World War II, and 
participated in the D-Day Invasion.  Frances 
Clark, 89, of South Amboy died on Feb. 11.  
She was a wonderful lady, who worked at 
Dowdell Library in South Amboy as a Li-
brary Assistant  until her retirement in 1987.  
She was the wife of New York Yankee great 
Allie Clark, who died in 2012.  May God 
Bless them all!

Maximize Your Tax Refund! 
Wouldn’t you like to maximize your tax 

refund? Glenn Bartram of Accredited Tax and 
Financial Services LLC will walk us through 
the process of filing the federal tax refund.  
Even if you think you know what you are 
doing, you may be missing new deductions 
that could save you money. Join Glenn at 
Sayreville Public Library on Wednesday, 
March 12 from 6:30 to 8:00PM. 

Please note:  This is a group presenta-
tion.  Glenn will not give individual one-
on-one assistance.

If you have any questions or would like 
to register, contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 
ext. 25 or email her at alainad@lmxac.org. 
You may also register online at www.sayre-
villelibrary.org.  Adults only, please. 

Bon Jovi Watches 
Patriots
By Steve Schmid

Sayreville native Jon Bon Jovi is one 
rock superstar who loves his pro football. 
He was a special guest of the New England 
Patriots and sat in the owners box January 
19 when the Patriots hosted Peyton Man-
ning and the Denver Broncos in the AFC 
championship  game with a Super Bowl 
berth on the line. Bon Jovi sat with Patriots 
Chairman and CEO Robert Kraft and his 
son Patriots President Jonathan Kraft. They 
were disappointed when Tom Brady and the 
Patriots lost 26-16. Bon Jovi was an owner of 
the Philadelphia Soul in the Arena Football 
League until 2009  when the indoor league 
suspened operations. It will be interesting to 
see if Bon Jovi gets back into pro football 
in the future.

The St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade

It’s that time of the year
It’s finally here
It’s that time of the year
For Irish happiness 
And lots of cheer
It’s partying time
For drinking green beer
The St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Is finally here
Bringing lots of joy and fun
And corned beef and cabbage
For everyone
The color of green is everywhere
And bag pipers music fills the air
It’s that time of the year
The St. Patrick’s Parade 
Is finally here!
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THE SMOKE COLUMN
By Richard  Kosmoski

Welcome to the “Smoke Column.” This 
new column will appear monthly in the SA 
TIMES. It will contain articles of information 
related to our brave hometown firefighters 
from both the Sayreville and South Amboy 
Fire Departments. Future articles will contain 
information related to both departments, 
officers and members, current events being 
held within the individual companies as 
well as the entire department. Articles may 
include recent fires occurring within the 
towns and local history of bygone years, 
major fires and the officers that commanded 
them and the firefighters that fought them. 
Hopefully this column will be of interest not 
only to firefighters and their families but to 
all those reading it.

I would like to thank Tom Burkard for 
the opportunity to include our local heroes 
in the TIMES and to recognize their valiant 
effort in keeping the residents of our com-
munities safe. Even though these firefighters 
are volunteers, they are professionals when 
it comes time to act.

The Borough of Sayreville was incorpo-
rated in 1876 but it wasn’t until 40 years later 
that the first fire company was established. 
During this period, the Borough was made up 
largely of wooded areas with sparse housing 
in the outlying areas. The industries in town 
consisted of the Sayre & Fisher brick yards, 
Hercules, National Lead, and Dupont. 

Sayreville Engine Co. #1 was estab-
lished in 1916 and its primary purpose was 
to protect the businesses and homes in the 
Sayreville “proper” section. Its original loca-
tion was just to the left of the Borough Hall 
on Main Street and that original building still 
stands today. As the need for more equipment 
arose, so did the need for space to house 
this equipment and a new firehouse was 
constructed on MacArthur Avenue where it 
remains today. Unfortunately with only one 
fire company in town and located in the most 
western part of town, fire protection on the 
eastern side of Sayreville was non-existent. 
Any structure fires in the eastern section were 

(Continued on page 8)

Business Of The Month
Franks Automotive Service

Frank Guiamano, owner of the popular Frank’s Automotive Service, located on Oak 
St., in the Melrose section of Sayreville next to Strouse Electric and across from 
Melrose Park, is hard at work, as he gets a customer’s vehicle back into perfect 
running condition.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Frank Guiamano has always been 
interested in working on mechanical 
things, which ultimately blossomed into 
his automotive career.  He is an ASE 
Certified Mechanic, and his work skills 
entail everything except tire work or wheel 
alignments.

Frank’s Automotive Service special-
izes in brakes, diagnostics, tune-ups, water 
pumps, clutches, all based in a general 
automotive repair area.  He said that, 
“We can handle almost all repairs on most 
makes and models.”  The business, which 
is one of the most highly-regarded auto 

repair facilities around, offers a conve-
nient waiting room, and ample parking 
for customers.  Anyone that comes to 
Frank’s Automotive Service for auto 
repairs should feel confident enough to 
speak to Frank, who is a master mechanic, 
about their vehicle.

Frank’s Automotive Service is lo-
cated at 7072 State Highway 35 (You must 
enter from Oak St.) next to Strouse Electric 
and across from Melrose Park.  Stop by or 
call 732-721-8844 for more information, 
or to make an appointment.

Steven Pena, a 7th grader at South Amboy 
Middle High school , has earned the right to 
compete at the state level in the Elks Hoop 
Shoot Contest. At the local level Steven shot 
21 of 25 freethrows to win that round. He 
then went to the districts and shot 19 of 25 
to beat out 8 other boys from the area. Now 
it is on to South Plainfield High School for the 
state level of the competition. With Steven 
Pena is Tony Gonsalves Elks Youth Activities 
Chairman.(Photo/info Submitted)

The South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 
Americanism Committee, presented to Tony 
Gonsalves by Phyllis Letteriello, Americanism 
Chairperson, “The Local Hero of the Year 
Award”.  The award was presented Dec. 
2013, for all his work going beyond what is 
required of him, as a teacher.
Picture/info submitted by: Phyllis Letteriello
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1989
By Tom Burkard

Hoffman High’s Class of 1989 returned 
for its final year of classes in early September 
1988.  George Michael’s “Monkey” song was 
topping the airwaves, and many things were 
happening in the halls of Purple & Gold.

The yearbook was dedicated to George 
Virgilio…Some of the ’89 roster of teachers 
included Miss Folis, Mr. Greer, Mr. Micelli, 
Mrs. Grady, Miss Sulikowsky, Ms. Williams, 
Ms. Selesky, Mrs. Silla.

Corey LaVigne was the Senior Class 
President; Scott Kennedy-Vice-President; 
Billy Jo Laurer-Secretary.; Billy Sturgis-
Treasurer…Some of the many extra-cur-
ricular activities included Peer Leadership; 
the Literary Magazine; Gifted & Talented 
Computer; Ski Club; S.A.A.D.; Spirit Week 
’88.  The first annual Homecoming was held 
in September 1988…

Some of the 89ers selected randomly 
are: Diane Bloomer, Mary Clare Brinamen, 
Dawn Charlton, Bernadette Burnie, Lisa 
Charmello, Rebecca Cross, Sean Downs, 
Joseph Durso, Joyce Forrer, Holly Horvath, 
Kathleen Kanecke, Darlene Krieger, Louis 
Malanowski, Colleen Natusch, Jennifer 
Nemeth, Peggy O’Brien, Steven Pacansky, 
Anthony Pappa, Nancy Pickard, Robert 
Rousseau, Mary Jane Pyne, Bob Rittenhouse, 
Dawn Roberts, Kelly Thompson, Robert 
Tooker, Thomas Toth, Oona Turback, Jason 
Weeks, Lynda Wence, Melanie Witham, 
Susan Eppinger, Angela Sentucci, Joseph 
Semenza…

’89 was a big year for the national sports 
scene.  Kareem Abdul Jabbar retired with 
the all-time NBA scoring record of 44, 149 
points.  Nolan Ryan notched his 5,000th ca-
reer strikeout.   Legendary Dallas Cowboys 
Coach Tom Landry was fired…

Also in the news, a huge earthquake 
in the San Francisco Bay area killed 67, 
injured over 2,800, and left 14,000 home-
less, while causing an estimated $7 billion 

in damage…
Hoffman High had many talented senior 

athletes in ’89 including Mike Bialoblocki, 
Barb Barlowski, Joanne Colasurdo, Phil 
De Fort III, Tim Donovan, Michael Grover, 
Raeanne Hermes, Darliene Johnson, Scott 
Kennedy, Jen & Krissy Kuziemski, Corey 
LaVigne, Mark Lewis, Michael McCarthy, 
Christopher Marrone, Adam Mocknis, 
Christine Noble, Melissa Piazzolla, James 
Reick, Pamela & Patricia Smith, Billy St-
urgis, Kenneth Wahler, Dawn Webb, Bryan 
Wanko, Taryn Zulin…In 1989, the Lady 
Guvs basketball team, under Coach Reggie 
Carney, captured their 5th consecutive and 
final Group I state championship.

At graduation time ’89, Michael 
Damian’s “Rock On” and Bette Midler’s 
beautiful song, “Wind Beneath My Wings” 
ruled the radio stations, as the 61 members 
of Hoffman High School’s Class of ‘’89 
departed from their school for the final time, 
taking with them many beautiful memories 
and high hopes for the future. 

Interactive Murder Mystery/Dinner
The South Amboy Fire Department 

125th Anniversary Committee will present 
“Who Dun It At the Disco” an Interactive 
Murder Mystery Dinner on Sat., March 
29th, 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart Annex, 531 
Washington Ave., South Amboy.  It will be 
a fun night for thrills, chills and laughs!  70’s 
attire is optional and very welcomed!

Cost is $40/person (Seating is limited).  
Ticket includes: Hot Buffet Dinner, Des-
sert, Beer, Wine, Soda, Interactive Theater 
Performance.   There will also be 50/50’s, 
door prizes, and a money wheel.  Tickets are 
now on sale!  Contact: Anne Marie Trapp 
732-207-2848; Mike Geraltowski 848-250-
9903, or email: SAFD125th@gmail.com, or 
visit the website: southamboyfd125thanni-
versary.com

The So. Amboy Fire Dept. 125th Anniversary Super Bowl Ticket Raffle was a huge 
success!  Thank you to all who participated.  Pictured is the winner and her 3 guests:  Nicole 
Sadowski, her husband Steven Sadowski, Danielle Ciulla and Janamon Koffler. receiving 
their tickets from the South Amboy Fire Department. Special thanks to First Choice Limousine 
& Car Service for donating the transportation to this event to our winner!  Look for our 
upcoming fundraisers!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy Middle/High School Students attended the “Say Something” Assembly held 
at the school sponsored by the NJ Department of Education and the NJ Division of Criminal 
Justice. This assembly focused on awareness and the prevention of the exploitation of 
children and young adults. Also in attendance was the NJ Assistant Attorney General, 
Tracy M. Thompson. Front Row:  Terrence Talley, Jeff Devoll, Kerenn Irias, Lexie Smith, 
Jack O’Connor, Middle Row:  Gabbi Rugel, Charli Zaretsky, Gillian Roberts, Katrina Cruz, 
Dr. Patrick McCabe, Principal. Back Row:  Randy Breigle, Lowell Hochhalter,Tracy M. 
Thompson, AAG, Mike Bartel. (Photo/Info Submitted)
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St. Mary’s Helping Hands
To Host Veterans

St. Mary’s Helping Hands Ministry is 
having its bi-monthly meeting on Saturday, 
Feb. 22 at St. Patrick’s Hall on Church St., 
located under St. Mary’s Church.  This 
is a special meeting because volunteer 
representatives from the Veteran’s Home, 
located in Edison, are visiting and asking 
for Recreation Volunteers, Friendly Visitor 
Volunteers, Recreation Trip Volunteers, 
and a Clerical Volunteer position.  Chris-
tine Caratozzolo, Director of Recreation, 

phone: 732-452-4258, e-mail: Christine.
caratozzolo@njdmava.state.nj.us will talk 
to those present about the need to help our 
veterans, who need you to help them and in 
the various positions available, this can be 
done.  Christine and fellow volunteers will be 
arriving at Helping Hands at approximately 
6:30 p.m.  If you cannot be present that day, 
she may be reached at either the above phone 
number or e-mail address.

Class Of ‘54
Plans Reunion

St. Mary’s High School Class of 1954, 
is planning its 60th Reunion.  For further 
information, contact Marge Gorczyca at 
732-727-0877.

  OLV Senior Group 
Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will meet on 
Friday, March 7, 2014 at 1 PM in Monsignor 
Dalton Hall. After a brief business meeting, 
the group will hear a presentation on Dental 
Health from Dr. Paul Quano. Refreshments 
will be served after the presentation. Pay-
ment for the March Sands trip is due at this 
meeting. Non perishable foods will be col-
lected for St. Vincent de Paul. If you have 
not ordered your sandwich for the March 
meeting please call Geri at 732-257-4351 
no later than March 3rd. No orders will be 
taken after that date. For further information 
or questions call Teri at 732-727-7639.

First Friday Of Lent
Fish Fry

St. Stanislaus Kostka Church is holding 
a First Friday of Lent Fish Fry on Friday, 
March 7th from 4:30-7 p.m. at St. Stan’s 
School.  The Fish Fry will offer Fried or 
Broiled Flounder Platter; Fried Shrimp Plat-
ter; Combination Platter.  Included will be 
French Fries, Salad Bar, Coffee/Tea/Soda, 
and Dessert. Adults-$15, Children (under 
12)-$8.  Please purchase your ticket in ad-
vance in the Church Lobby.  Proceeds will 
benefit the Church Building Fund.  

Corned Beef And 
Cabbage Dinner
South Amboy Knights of Columbus 

Council 426 hold their annual corned beef 
and cabbage dinner Saturday March 8 at the 
Council Home 308 4th St.  following the St. 
Patrick’s Day parade. Cost is $8. Sandwiches 
and  take out dinners are also available.

For more information call 732-721-
2025.

Attention Missing 
St. Mary’s Alumni!

 We need help in finding our missing 
classmate, since not all of use social net-
working. We are looking for alumni from 
the class of St. Mary’s High School 1969! 
Is this you? Do you know someone that was 
a classmate? Help us to make this the most 
successful reunion yet!

Please contact: satimes1@optimum.net 
or momznaci@gmail.com

6

Catholic Schools Week-Pictured are the 8th grade student ambassadors of St. Stanislaus 
Kostka School.  The students proudly shared their love of St. Stan’s with perspective 
families as they took them on tours during Open House at the start of Catholic Schools 
Week.  (Photo/info submitted)

Irish Woman of the Year Cindy Zammit (l) and 
her brother Assemblyman Craig Coughlin (r), 
who is the Honorary Grand Marshal of the St. 
Patrick’s Parade are pictured at the Grand 
Marshals Night at the AOH Hall.  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)
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section were usually a total loss. Com-
munication systems were in its early infancy 
with mobile radios and telephones still a 
long way to go.

As the population in the eastern sec-
tions of town increased, so did the need for 
more fire protection. In 1922, the Melrose 
Hose Co. #1 was organized and a single-bay 
firehouse was constructed on upper Oak 
Street. With two fire companies in town, they 
joined forces to become the Sayreville Fire 
Department. Within two years the residents 
of Morgan followed suit and organized the 
Morgan Hose & Chemical Fire Co. and a 
firehouse was built on Old Spye Road where 
the original building still stands today. The 
three ends of Sayreville were now protected 
by a well organized band of dedicated indi-
viduals called firefighters. The Sayreville 
Fire Department remained status quo until 
the end of World War II.

As the veterans returned home from the 
war, they were starting families and needed 
housing. Since the central area of Sayreville 
consisted mainly of rolling wooded areas, it 
became the prime area for new housing de-
velopments. In 1946, plans were being made 
for moderate cost housing developments to 
be built in President Park, Laurel Park, and 
Sayre Woods. With the influx of over 3,000 
new homes and the families that ultimately 
would live in them, so came the need for 
more fire protection. On January 6, 1947, 
the President Park Independent Fire Co. was 
established. This fire company was unique 
compared to the other fire companies in town 
as it was a truly independent fire company 
raising funds to support itself. This meant 
that the members built their own firehouse, 
bought the apparatus, and had its own rules 
and regulations. When a fire alarm came 
in, the PPIFCO came under the auspices of 
the Sayreville Fire Department, but at all 
other times it was supported by the generous 
donations from the community. In 1996 and 
due to financial constraints, the President 
Park Independent Fire Company became a 
member of the Sayreville Fire Department 
and removed the word “Independent” from 
its name. Today there are four fire companies 
making up the Sayreville Fire Department.

 Richard Kosmoski, MS, has written 
for many nationally recognized fire service 
publications. He has a BA in History and 
a Masters in Emergency Services Man-
agement. He has served continuously as 
President of the New Jersey Volunteer Fire 
Chief’s Association since 1996 and as a 
member of the Sayreville Fire Department 
since 1974. If you have any information 
related to the local fire departments and 
would like to submit it for publication, email 
to satimes@aol.com.

THE SMOKE 
COLUMN

(Continued from page 3)

The Venetian Care and Rehabilitation Center, located on South Broadway in South Amboy is 
scheduled to open this year.  This facility will offer new jobs and provide much needed medical 
care for the senior citizens of South Amboy.  (Photo/info courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

Walt Lucovitz, owner of Rug-It Carpet 
Repair Service is celebrating 40 years of 
experience.  He specializes in re-stretching 
carpet, repairing carpet, tile, linoleum, 
and laminate floors.  Power-stretching is 
also available.  Give Walt a call at 732-
242-9475.

8

Congratulations to Briann Downes of Cardinal 
McCarrick High School who is part of the 
Cross Country, winter and Outdoor Track 
Varsity teams. She received the National 
Girls & Women’s in Sport Day Award for not 
only excelling on the track, but also in the 
classroom. Briann has become the 2nd girl 
in school history to receive this award. Briann 
received this award at Seton Hall University 
on February 9.   Pictured are (L) Briann 
Downes and (R) Head Boys & Girls Track 
Coach Christine Altland. (Photo Submitted)

  Trip To Baltimore/
Annapolis

The OLV Senior Group is planning a 
trip to Baltimore/Annapolis on May 13 – 15, 
2014. The trip includes bus transportation, 2 
nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, and 2 Dinners, 
including Phillips Restaurant. There will also 
be a guided tour of Historic Baltimore and 
Harborplace. In Annapolis there will be a tour 
of Annapolis and the Naval Academy. There 
will also be a Annapolis Harbor Cruise. The 
group will also tour the National Aquarium 
and the Babe Ruth Museum. The cost of 
the trip is $390.00. Please contact Teri at 
732-727-7639 to book the trip or for further 
information. 

Just Once A Year
The AOH runs the show
In “The Pleasant Little City”
The big day comes
Just once a year
St. Patrick’s Day Parade
And everyone is here
People come from near and far
By bus, by train, 
By plane and car
To enjoy the marching bands play
On this very special St. Patrick’s Day
 That comes just once a year
After the parade 
Everyone parties hearty
It’s corned beef and cabbage
And of course green beer
St. Patrick’s Day
Comes just once a year
Sing an Irish song 
And raise a glass 
To toast St. Patrick
Who brought us here
On his very special day
Just once a year.

A History Of St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Grand Marshals

Frank Connolly Association-1976-Wil-
liam “Doc” O’Leary 1977-Tom O’Brien 
1978-Robert Hackett

The South Amboy Irish-American 
Association-1979-Frank Connolly 1980-
James & Mary Lenahan 1981-Robert J. 
Hourahan 1982-Allie Clark 1983-David P. 
Kelly 1984-Alfie O’Connnor 1985-Mary 
Powderly 1986-William Coman 1987-Joe 
Crowe 1988-John Potthoff 1989-Edward 
Wallace 1990-John P. Kenny 1991-Jim 
Harvey 1992-George Shuler 1993-Neil 
Hourahan 1994-Jim “Red” O’Connell 1995-
Ginny Tierney-Inman 1996-Jack McCarthy 
1997-William J. McDonnell 1998-Edward 
Semoneit 1999-William J. Tierney 2000-

Peter John Kenny 2001-Mayor John T. 
O’Leary 2002-Jack O’Leary Sr. 2003-Dick 
Cronin, Joe Noble, Russ Stillwagon 2004-
Geneva Kelly 2005-Jim “Doc” Ryan 2006-
Leo McCabe 2007-Walter “Pete” Casey 
2008-Elizabeth “Betty” Leveille 2009-
John Donnelly Sr. 2010-Thomas J. Noble 
2011-Francis “Butch” Mulvey 2012-Rob 
McQuade 2013-James Downey 2014-Msgr. 
John Gordon.

Music At St. Mary’s
On Sunday, March 2, at 4 p.m., Music 

at St. Mary’s will present the popular Gavin 
Black on his Harpsichord in concert at St. 
Mary’s Church.  It should be an excellent 
performance so don’t miss it!

Two Ghosts Sighted in South Amboy  
    By  Jerry Pizzillo, Historical Society of South Amboy

Let me start by clarifying the title.  Two 
“Ghost Signs” sighted in South Amboy.  You 
ask, what a Ghost Sign is.  A Ghost Sign is a 
hand painted old advertising sign painted on 
a brick building from a bye gone era.  These 
signs were used as advertising ads for busi-
nesses and products.  In today’s world these 
signs are highly sought after and preserved 
as historical artifacts.

Our ghost signs can be seen on the side 
of the building of 102 S. Broadway.  The 
signs can only be observed from the 200 
block of David St.  Behind the old Dot’s 
Luncheonette or even older Zaul’s Candy 
Store.  Up on the top left of the building is 
an advertising for Green’s Men Shop, a local 
and once long established shop for men’s 
wear, and to the rear of the building is the 
sign for Beecham Pill’s, a product used for 
a “cure all treatment”, but mainly used for 
digestive aliments.     These signs played an 
important part of a town’s economy.  They 
were vital as in any advertising campaign 
to let the people know what is available for 

them, where to shop, and what products to 
use.   Next time you are down town, stop 
and look at the ghost sign’s.  You probably 
have seen them hundreds of times and don’t 
realize that they are still there.

More Good News
The Historical Society is working on 

its third historical marker project.  The next 
historical marker will depict the “First Air 
Mail Delivery Flight in New Jersey”. On 
July 4, 1912 a sack of mail was delivered by 
air from the South Amboy Post Office to the 
Perth Amboy Post Office.  The marker will be 
placed in front of 105 S. Broadway.  In 1912 
this was the home of the South Amboy Post 
Office, and is currently the Bagel Store.  The 
marker is provided by the Middlesex County 
Heritage and Cultural Society and is at no 
cost to the city or the historical society.  

Hopefully the placement and dedication 
will take place sometime in late 2014.  Keep 
reading the South Amboy-Sayreville Times 
for updates on this project.    
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A Rock & Roll Fundraiser was held on Jan. 19th at Bello’s Family Restaurant in Parlin for 
Tara Rodriguez-Schnitzer to help with family expenses during the fight of a serious illness.  
The event featured live music by The Rockdaddys, FOG, and Simple Groove, in addition 
to great door prizes and much more.  The committee that organized the highly-successful 
event is pictured above.  

The talented Rockdaddys rock ‘n’ roll band is pictured prior to performing at the Rock & Roll 
Fundraiser for Tara Rodriguez-Schnitzer at Bello’s Family Restaurant in Parlin.  (Photos 
by Tom Burkard)

Rumbles From The  
Rock N Roll Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski
A huge success!  “Funds For Tara,” a 

benefit to assist the family of Tara Rodriguez-
Schnitzer, while battling a serious illness, 
was just that.  The event was organized by 
Sayreville’s Recreation Director, Mr. Jerry 
Ust, and his staff, for fellow employee Jef-
fery Schnitzer and his family, and was held 
at Bello’s Family Restaurant on Sunday, 
Jan. 19th.  Also included was an awesome 
tricky tray auction, and the crowd listened to 
the music of “Simple Groove,” “FOG,” and 
“The Rockdaddys” from 12-6 p.m.

Special thanks go out to Mr. Dennis 
Bello for “Opening his doors,” once again, 
and his terrific staff, and my special thanks 
go out to all the members of the outstand-
ing bands, who came out to help.  You guys 
and gals rocked!  And to all the friends and 
neighbors who came out to support Tara 
and Jeffery…

S.A. Knights December “Open Mic” 
just rocked with a reunion of Rockdad-
dys drummer Tim Fee, with his former 
bandmates, Jim “The Doc” Campbell, and 
Rick Schien.  I, the writer had the pleasure 
of “rockin” with those guys for several 
songs…and by the way Jim, great article in 
January’s SA Times on your recollections of 
your musical “past.”…The SA Knights band, 
“Split Decision” “tore it up” with a great set 
of hard Rock N Roll, great job, Ami, Jack, 
Bobby, Ray and Joe D.!  This newly formed 
band just keeps getting better and better.  
They’ll be at the Cambridge on Saturday, 
March 29th, so go give a listen and a shout 
out!  And again, my personal thanks to fellow 
bandmates of “The Rockdaddys,” Tim, Fran, 
Rich and Mike, and Emmie, and Amy Jones 
for your time and effort at the benefit!
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From The Parade Archives

That’s Governor Harold G. Hoffman (front right) in military uniform marching in a South 
Amboy parade in the 1940’s.   It appears that the parade is marching up Bordentown Ave. 
from South Broadway.  The billboard signs were on the lot where the current South Amboy 
Post Office is located.

Trip to Lake George
The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip 

to Lake George from June 16 – June 19, 
2014.The cost of the trip is $475.00. The trip 
includes 3 night lodging, 3 Adirondack break-
fasts, 3 dinners including a dinner show and a 
welcome reception. Room accommodations, 
bus transportation, bus gratuity, and taxes and 
meal gratuities are included. There will be 
guided tours of Saratoga Springs, Lake Placid, 
and Lake George along with the Saratoga 
Springs Casino. For questions or reservations 
please call  Geri at 732-257-4351. 

Computer Classes
Do you have a family member or 

friend who needs to learn how to use a 
computer? Maybe you yourself could benefit 
from a beginners course? Let the library help! 
The Sayreville Public Library offers FREE 
basic computer instruction many months out 
of the year. Courses offered include Mouse 
for Beginners as well as beginners Microsoft 
Office classes. Visit www.sayrevillelibrary.
org and view the schedule on the front of the 
library’s site or call Alaina at 732-727-0212 
ex. 25 to find out what the current offerings 
are!

MARINA CELEBRATES HOLIDAY AT 
RECOVERING BUSINESS

(Photo/Story Submitted)
Morgan Marina, after coming back 

from Super-storm Sandy’s destruction, 
recently held its holiday party. “We are 
back, but business has been poor.  Even so, 
morale is important.  Our crew worked so 
hard to get us back in business.  We needed 
to celebrate”, spokesman Joe Walter com-
mented.  In discussions to decide where to 

have the party, the staff decided to support a 
business that has also returned from Sandy’s 
destructive forces.  “We chose Camillo’s right 
here in Sayreville.  The food was delicious, 
and the staff was wonderful.  We will con-
tinue to support businesses that have rebuilt.  
It’s important to us and we hope the general 
public does the same.”  Music

By John Phillips
I love music!  It does not matter what 

style, from Classical to R&R is ok by me.  
I have to thank my mother for starting on 
the music journey to where I am today.  
The story:

When I was about nine or ten my mom 
took me and my brother Joey to the New 
Jersey Music School located in Perth Amboy 
NJ.  I was going to be the accordion player 
and Joey would learn the guitar.  That way 
she could have her Polish and Country and 
Western music which she loved.  When 
my lessons began (it was the first one) the 
instructor told me to put my hands on the 
keys.  I did not know what he was talking 
about, keys, what keys?  He slapped me in 
the face and roughly put my hands on the 
keys.  When my mom saw the red mark on 
my face she went ballistic.  That was the end 
of the music school.  I really did not want to 
play the accordion and thought that was the 

end of that adventure.  I was wrong!
My mom then went out and got a private 

teacher to come to the house.  My brother 
Joey got off the hook somehow….he always 
got what he wanted.  So, the lessons started.  
They were once a week and over time I be-
gan to like the “squeeze box” and got good 
at it.  The next stop was to get involved with 
some neighborhood kids and we formed a 
small band.  We were pretty good. Then I 
was asked to play in a Polka band, I think I 
was about thirteen then.  And before I knew 
it I was playing at weddings with the older 
guys.  I really enjoyed that, especially the 
Polish weddings, they were fun.

Then came high school with basketball 
and girls.  The accordion was not an in thing 
then, if ever, and I stopped playing in the band.  
My mom got angry and sold my accordion.  
Polish moms can get a little tough at times.

About twenty years later when she visited 
Iris and me at our new Delaware home she 
brought along a used accordion she purchased 
at the Flea Market and said:  Here you fool 
play it!  I picked it up and it was like riding 
a bike, it all came back gradually.  Along 
the way I interested in keyboards when my 
hands could no longer play the accordion 
without pain.  

A little while ago I purchased a new ac-
cordion hoping since it was lighter I might 
be able to bring back that old feeling.  When 
you play the accordion you can really put your 
feeling into a song by the way you manage 
the bellows…it was not to be.  My hands are 
actually worst now so I sold the accordion 
to a nice young man who has a Polka band 
in northern New Jersey.  So, I am happy for 
him.  Oh, I have little trouble playing the 
keyboard because the hand positions are a 
lot different.

FOOTWEAR, SHOES, GALOSHES & 
CLODHOPPERS

By Elaine Holton Scott
Fashionable shoes are called “foot-

wear,” a two-syllable word upgraded from 
the plain old one-syllable word, shoes.  
The extraordinary creations and endless 
varieties of what young and not-so-young 
females are wearing these days are truly 
awe-inspiring.  Through the years, shoes 
have evolved from being not much more 
than a necessity to being the most important 
clothing accessory in the world of high 
fashion.  Even knowing the result of wear-
ing those new outrageously high-heeled and 
high-soled designs will be the path leading 
to the podiatrist’s office, I can’t help wist-
fully imagining them on my “mature” feet.  
Years ago, we had footwear too…but our 
footwear was called shoes, and, quite hon-
estly, they weren’t awe-inspiring at all.   

As a young child in the ‘50s, I used 
to get my shoes at the Buster Brown shoe 
store located on lower Smith Street in Perth 
Amboy.  After entering the store, the first 
step would be getting my feet measured 
while standing on a big metal contraption.  
Afterwards, since young feet grow fast, the 
salesperson would add on another inch for 
foot growth.  As a child, my two favorite 
shoes from Buster Brown had been the  
shiny black, patent leather Mary Janes I got 
when I was 4 years old, and my white and 
black, rubber-soled Saddle shoes to wear 
in 2nd grade.  When I got a little bigger, 
my shoes were bought at either “the Great 
American Shoe Store,” as Kinney’s used to 
call itself, or Thom McAn’s.  Back then, 
the old Shoemaker on Broadway in South 
Amboy, like all the other shoemakers of 
that era, had made big business replacing 
well-worn heels and soles on shoes.   Having 

survived the Depression, many older adults 
had felt it was wasteful to toss out shoes 
when there was still some life left in them, 
no matter how short that life would be.

While men and women were choosing 
the classic Oxford for looks and durability, 
and teens continued wearing both the plain 
Loafer and the Penny Loafer, boys, big 
and small, favored their high-top Converse 
Sneakers, a “hit” since they came on the 
market in the ‘40s.   Sneakers for females 
of all ages were mostly white and always 
needed to be “cleaned up” with white liquid 
shoe polish, especially for gym class.  Red 
and navy colored sneakers were also “big” 
during the summers.  For “dressing up,” 
ladies loved Spikes, Stilettos, and high-
heeled shoes with a strap around the heel, 
a style made even more popular in 1955 by 
Marilyn Monroe’s famous poster for her 
movie, “The Seven-Year Itch.”  Two years 
later, when Elvis started a passing craze for 
“Blue Suede Shoes,” Pat Boone immortal-
ized white Bucks by wearing them all the 
time on his variety show.

In rainy and snowy weather, there were 
rubber galoshes… pull-ons in drabby colors 
like dull red, dull brown, and dull green for 
females, and black ones with either silver 
or black buckles for males.  For physical 
labor, men often wore black leather work 
boots laced to the ankle.  Even young boys 
wore them for “playing” outdoors. Grace-
less and clumsy looking with their thick 
rubber heels and soles, they were quite aptly 
called Clodhoppers… just like graceless and 
clumsy looking men had also been called 
back then.

Picture is the management and staff of the Morgan Marina along with the owners of 
Camillo’s. (Photo/story submitted)

Msgr. Fitzgerald Dies
(Continued from page 1)

appointed Pastor of St. Joseph’s Church 
in Trenton serving there until 1973.  He then 
became the Pastor of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church in West Trenton, serving 
from 1973-2011.  He was appointed Episco-
pal Vicar of Administration for the Diocese 
of Trenton in 1983.  Msgr. Fitzgerald was 
named Vicar for Organizational Services 
in 1986, and was reappointed in 1989 and 
1992.  He was named Moderator of the 
Curia in 1992.

During his illustrious career, Msgr. 
Fitzgerald was recognized on three occa-
sions by His Holiness, the Pope, for his 
outstanding contributions to the Church.  
On Oct. 5, 1963, he was appointed a Papal 
Chamberlain with the title of Reverend 
Monsignor; on Sept. 15, 1977, he was 
promoted to the rank of Prelate of Honor 
of His Holiness, and on Dec. 11, 1983, he 
was given the rare honor of being named 

a Protonotary Apostolic.  
In July 1997, Rev. Msgr. Fitzgerald 

was named Vicar General for the Trenton 
Diocese.  Bishop John M. Smith appointed 
Fitzgerald to the position, which was the 
second highest in the diocese.  He was 
responsible for finances, taxes, accounting, 
buildings, in addition to buying and selling 
of properties and insurance for the diocese.  
Prior to the appointment, he served as Chan-
cellor for the Trenton Diocese.

Rev. Msgr. William F. Fitzgerald , 
P.A., J.C.D. was a very hard-working and 
dedicated priest, who spent his entire life 
helping others, while spreading the word of 
God. He was a model of Christian love and 
commitment.  He certainly left a wonder-
ful mark on society and all of those whose 
lives he touched during his 63 years in the 
priesthood.

Matthew Wiater graduated with a 
Master’s Degree in Human Resource 
on Dec.15,2013 from Misericordia 
University, Dallas Pa. He is the son 
of Matthew & Denise Wiater. Matthew 
received his undergraduate degree 
in Business Administration with a 
concentration in Marketing also from 
Misericordia University. While attaining 
his degree Matthew received The 
Excellence in Athletics and Academics 
Award and presented with the Middle 
Atlantic Conference Sportmanship Team 
Award in golf. Congratulations Matthew!  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

John Phillips
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Haiyan/Yolanda Relief Concert was held at Buddies Tavern and Banquet Hall in Sayreville on 
Jan. 19th.  The event was sponsored by BYTumulak Sr. Foundation, Inc., TEA International, 
Inc., and the beneficiary was the Medical Mission to Dulag, Leyte, Philippines.  
The concert included live music by Dragonfly Band featuring South Amboy’s own Sandor 
Schneck, with a special appearance by Midway Atlantic.  Relief Concert organizers pictured 
(l-r) are Gwen Feuerstein, May Durano, Marites Rarela, Dante Rarela.  The event was a 
huge success.

The fabulous Dragonfly Band is pictured prior to kicking off the Haiyan/Yolanda Relief 
Concert at Buddies Tavern and Banquet Hall on Jan. 19th.   In photo (l-r) Sandor Schneck, 
Paul, Hedda, Sal, Nelson, Ed.  Check them out on their website at: dragonflyband.net.  
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Everyone Is Irish
Everyone is Irish today
They’re wearin’ green
All over the U.S.A.
It’s a joyous time
A happy scene
To party and play
Because everyone is Irish today

South Amboy – 1900-1925
By Fran Fitzmorris

In my opinion , the  most interesting 
part of  South Amboy’s history lasted from 
1900 until the late 1950’s.  The first part of 
this story starts around 1910.  The  title is A  
Great  Advertisement. The  writers  name is  
unknown.  He painted a  picture of the  town 
.that, in my opinion would make people want 
to come and live there. See if  you agree!!  “ 
South Amboy is situated on the Raritan Bay. 
It is located about 25 miles from NY city 
and has a fine harbor.”  The view is great . 
You  can see as far east as Brooklyn and the 
Highlands to the south . The soil is sandy. 
The land rises about 200 ft  above sea level 
and helps to create an excellent drainage for 
water to run off  “ 

The transportation system is second to 
none. There are 4 railroads available for busi-
ness and or travel. They are the Pennsylvania, 
the Central Railroad of NJ, The New York and 
Long Branch and the Raritan River. Besides 
the railroads , the next biggest employer was 
on the coal docks. Approximately 3 million 
tons a year being shipped from the port of 
South Amboy.

The Jersey Central tractor co. and The 
Public service street company operated the 
Trolley  service which serves the public as 
far as New Brunswick.

Besides the Railroad and  coal  indus-
tries,  the  town  has other  manufacturing  
industries  to offer  new people who were 
contemplating  moving into town.  These 
included  paint works , underwear factories,  
cigar manufactures,  3  Terra  cotta factories 
Army and Navy stores and many small 
businesses  in the downtown. The town has 

a national bank to work with all of these 
business .  South Amboy  shows plenty of 
Potential

The  second part  this  month,  is an 
update on 4 of the 20 soldiers ---not Luke 
Lovely-  from town who died  during World 
War I.  The year was  1921. The remains 
of 4  soldiers  were somehow  found and 
returned to the families for burial  The Inter-
ment  took  place  on or close to  July 30th.  
The  4  “ boys”  were Charles Smith,  Frank 
Wieczorsky  who were  both buried in  Saint  
Mary’s cemetery .John Render- buried  in  
Christ Church-  and  FrankWalzak,  who was 
interred  in Sacred heart  cemetery  , located 
in Parlin.  It  was thought to be  the biggest  
funeral  in town  up  to  that time.

The  last  part  of  my article  for Febru-
ary  came  as  a  complete  surprise  to  me.  
I uncovered that  there  was  another  Legion 
post before  Post 62  was formed in1919.  This  
particular post was numbered  118.  It  was  
made  up of  soldiers  who fought  with  the  
Grand  Army of  the  Republic during  the  
civil  war. It also  included  veterans of  the  
Spanish  American  War. The  Headquarters   
for  post  118  was  located 157  First  St.  I 
believe  the  last  Civil  war  soldier  passed 
on  in  1926.   

PS  I’m  looking  for some  help,  in-
formation  wise  on  Monsignor  Francis  J  
Sullivan  who was  in charge of  ST Mary’s  
parish  from 1941 – 1970 .  I’m  specifically  
looking  for information  on  where  he  was 
buried . No one seems to  know I can tell you 
this. He’s not  buried  in St Mary’s  cemetery  
or  in  any of the  former  Trenton  Diocese  
cemeteries .  E-Mail me at blmntabbey70@
aol.comPRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (� times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (� times).  Say this 
prayer for � consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -E.P.
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The Endless Winter
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Here Comes The Snowplow-The City of South Amboy snowplow, piloted by Tim Kelly is 
busy cleaning the street.

This South Amboy hill looks almost perfect 
for skiing or sledding. (Remember when it 
was called sleigh riding)?

Beautiful snow scenes like this have been prominent throughout South Amboy and Sayreville 
all winter long.

Winter Blues
By Steve Schmid

The winter of 2013-14 will go down 
as one of the coldest and snowiest in recent 
memory.

Two major snowstorms hit the area in 
January and over 23 inches of snow was 

recorded for the month. The first storm  
January 2 dropped 9 inches of snow closing 
schools and tying up roads and highways. 
Many businesses shut down. The second 
storm hit January 28 and it dumped 11 inches 
of snow. It started in the morning with light 
snow that became steadier and heavier in 
the afternoon.  Schools dismissed students 
early and businesses sent their employees 
home. The traffic jams on Routes 9, 287, 
the Garden State Parkway, and New Jersey 
Turnpike were horrendous.  Commutes that 
normally took minutes turned into hours. 
January was also bitterly cold.  Thirteen of 31 
days had temperatures remaining  at or below 
freezing all day. The good news is January 
is behind us and spring is getting closer. The 
bad news is we picked up another 9 inches 
of snow February 3 which again closed 
schools and shut down businesses. Raritan 
Bay Waterfront Park was closed all week. We 
took another blast February 5 with 2 more 
inches of snow followed by freezing rain 
which made roads slippery and dangerous. 
Fortunately the big nor’easter  that threatened 
us February 8 and 9 never developed and we 
could breathe a sigh of relief.

Former South Amboy Board of Education member Ed Campbell was busy during all the 
recent snow storms.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Do You Remember?

Do you remember this South Amboy-based Brownie Troop?  The photo is believed to be 
from the early 1970’s, and was taken at Christ Church Hall.  The names that will follow were 
provided by a few people, but there is a possibility that some may be incorrect.  If that’s 
the case, please let us know, and also if anyone knows the identities of the other girls with 
a ? (question mark), let us know.
Back row (l-r) Troop leaders Hazel Conway and Lois Horvath.  Top row of Brownies (l-r) 
Janet Pearson, Lynn Harkins, Donna Werner, Sandra Nagy, Gina Sherry, ?, Joann Lovely, 
?, Debbie Snover.  Middle row (l-r) Bernadette Van Dusen, ?, Bouchard (first name ?), 
Elizabeth Resignato, Joyce Spina, Joan Harkins, Kathy Harkins.  Bottom row (l-r) ?, Leslie 
Jankowski, ?, Joy Tarallo, ?.  We’re also looking for the name and troop number of the 
Brownies, as well as the year the picture was taken.  (Photo courtesy of Janet Kern)

Trip To Philadelphia 
Flower Show

The South Amboy Y is planning a Day 
Trip to the Philadelphia Flower Show on 
Wednesday, March 5, 2014.  Come and 
experience the beauty of nature at this 
annual event! Lunch is on your own, and 
there will be time to shop at the Reading 
Terminal Market directly across the street. 
The trip is $75 per person which includes 
bus transportation.  Bus departure time 
from the South Amboy Y will be announced 
soon.  Reserve your tickets now for this fun 
trip!  Please visit the Welcome Desk of the 
South Amboy YMCA to register.  Space is 
limited.  For more information, contact Mike 
Tonzola at 732-316-8205 or mike.tonzola@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

Jimmy Fallon Sings 
With Springsteen

Rock god, Bruce Springsteen performed 
a “Born To Run” parody, “Gov. Christie Traf-
fic Jam” with Jimmy Fallon on his TV show, 
“Late Night With Jimmy Fallon. The spoof 
was humorous yet scathing about Governor 
Christie and his “Bridgegate,” to the tune of 
“Born To Run.”  Ironically, Gov. Christie is 
a huge Springsteen fan, having attended over 
130 of his shows, even though “The Boss” 
was a major supporter for President Obama 
during his election campaign in 2012. After 
a few days on youtube.com, the clip went 
viral and had 2.5 million hits! 
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Music Trivia
Rock-Part 1

By Tom Burkard
1.__Rock And Roll Heaven a. Kay Starr
2.__Rock And Roll Music b. Bill Haley & The Comets
3.__Rock And Roll Waltz c. The Righteous Brothers
4.__Rock-A-Bye Your Baby d. Lonnie Donegan
5.__Rock Around The Clock e. Guy Mitchell
6.__Rock and Roll f. Steppenwolf
7.__R.O.C.K. In The U.S.A. g. Gary Glitter
8.__Rock Island Line h. Jerry Lewis
9.__Rock-A-Billy i. The Beach Boys
10._Rock Me j. John Cougar Mellencamp

Answers
1c 2i 3a 4h 5b 6g 7j 8d 9e 10f.

1990’s-Pictured (l-r) are three members of The Generations band, Frankie “Boy” Dill, Joe 
Lotkowictz, and LeRoy Dill, talking to Smokey Warren (4th from left) and Sayreville’s Phil 
Quigley (r) at the old Rt. 1 Flea Market in New Brunswick, where Smokey was performing.  
Smokey Warren was a local country and western legend of radio, TV, and movie shorts 
along with his brother Shorty during the 1940’s and 1950’s.  Some of Smokey Warren’s 
best songs were “Back In ’52,” “Glendale Train,” “Ball of Fire,” “Jersey Central Special,” “I 
Wonder Where You Are Tonight,” (which he sang with brother Shorty).   Shorty Warren & 
His Western Rangers released an interesting record called “The Mighty Mickey Mantle.”  
You can hear all of their songs on youtube.com.  (Photo/info courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

The Beatles Arrived
50 Years Ago

By Tom Burkard
February 7, 1964-The U.S. was invaded 

by four mop-haired musicians from England, 
The Beatles, and popular music throughout 
the world would never be the same.  Paul 
McCartney, John Lennon, George Harrison 
and Ringo Starr arrived at J.F.Kennedy 
Airport in New York, and as they exited 
the plane, three thousand young teenagers, 
mostly girls, were screaming, crying and 
passing out, just to get a glimpse of these 
young rock ‘n’ rollers from Europe.

The following are some memories 
shared by locals about The Beatles arrival 
and more.

Jerry Smith, South Amboy “Beatle-
mania is hard to describe to today’s young 
people.  As the term suggests, it was a collec-
tive frenzy that “afflicted” a generation—my 
generation—in ways more easily felt than 
understood.

Yes, The Beatles are probably my all-
time favorite band because they represent 
a coming-of-age musical awakening in me.  
They are the reason I picked up a guitar 
in the first place.  Like just about every 
fledgling guitarist at the time, I had to go 

out and master the hook in “Day Tripper.”  
My favorite Beatles song is “Let It Be.”  
Paul McCartney wrote it after his deceased 
mother visited him in a dream.  The Beatles 
were in turmoil at the time, and his mother 
told him in the dream everything would be 
all right—Paul wrote “Let It Be.”

Another thing I remember is my parents’ 
generation insisting The Beatles’ popularity 
would die out quickly, and the band would 
have no lasting consequences.  It’s funny, 
huh?  Fifty years later, we are still playing 
Beatles music and talking about the phe-
nomenon.”

Steve Schmid, South Amboy said, “I 
remember when they flew into JFK Airport, 
watching it on the news, and seeing all of 
the girls screaming.  Also, a New York radio 
station had a contest where people would 
draw Beatles haircuts on photos and send 
them in.  It was exciting to see them play on 
Ed Sullivan, and see the young girls scream-
ing in the background.  I never saw anything 
like that before.”  My favorite Beatles song 
is “Hey Jude.” 

Beatles At The 
Grammys/
TV Special

The Beatles surviving members Paul 
McCartney and Ringo Starr performed at the 
56th Annual Grammy Awards.  McCartney 
and Starr teamed up on Paul’s new song, 
“Queenie Eye,” and Ringo later performed 
his hit from years ago, “Photograph.”  Mc-
Cartney won a Grammy for Best Music for 
a Film-“Live Kisses.”

McCartney & Starr also performed on 
CBS TV’s “The Beatles: The Night That 
Changed America, A Grammy Salute.  This 
2 ½ hour star-studded tribute to The Beatles 
featured current acts covering Beatles songs.  
It was so popular that it was repeated three 
days after the original showing.

Rory Kelly To 
Release 
New CD

Rory Kelly has a new, red-hot CD out 
titled “Kings Never Sleep.”  This is a really 
hard-rockin’ cool work by the former New 
Jersey resident, who is the lead singer/guitar-
ist.  His father Mike, a drumming legend in 
South Amboy, is still amazing on the kit.  

The lead song on the album is “Lay To 
Waste,” and a video is currently being com-
pleted.  Another great cut that you can listen 
to on youtube.com is “Menace To Society.”  
To order Rory Kelly’s new CD “Kings Never 
Sleep,” go to: rustyknuckles.com.

The trio of terrific musicians will be 
touring with J.B. Beverly for the first two 
weeks in March, and looking forward to their 
European tour the end of May into June.

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

2014-England’s John Newman is burn-
ing up the pop charts with his big hit, “Love 
Me Again.”…The Warren Bros. “Better 
Man” in 2013, and Dear Mr. God (2010) are 
two cool tunes worth listening to…

“Endless Summer,” a 2012 hit for Aaron 
Lewis has close to 1 million hits on youtube.
com…A duo you most likely never heard 
of, Kurth & Taylor won an Emmy award 
for “Barefoot Ballet” in ’07.   Wally Kurth 
played the role of Ned Quartermaine, and 
also Eddie Mayne in “General Hospital” for 
many years.  A Kurth & Taylor song that you 
should check out is “Let’s Get The Band Back 
Together.”  This one really rocks!

Two sad songs by country legend Johnny 
Cash, released in ’02, “Hurt,” and “Ain’t 
No Grave” give you a glimpse of the man 
in black before his passing.

1970’s-Here’s one group you’ve prob-
ably never heard of, Christie (Nothing to 
do with the Governor), has an excellent 
tune called “Yellow River” in ’70.  Another 
song worth a listen to by Christie is “San 
Bernadino”…  A super song from ’74, 
“Some Kind Of Wonderful” by Grand Funk 
reached #3…

1960’s-“People Get Ready” by The 
Impressions peaked at #14 in ’65…They also 
had a #25 hit in ’68, “This Is My Country.” 
The Byrds songs from the movie “Easy 
Rider (1969),” titled “I Wasn’t Born To Fol-
low” and also “The Ballad of Easy Rider” 
were really good, but didn’t crack the Top 
40 in Billboard…Another interesting ‘60’s 
tune is “Expecting To Fly” by The Buffalo 
Springfield…Roger Miller, remember him, 
“King Of The Road?”  He also did some 
other novelty-like songs such as, “Dang 
Me,” “You Can’t Rollerskate In A Buffalo 
Herd,” “Chug-A-Lug,” “Do-Wacka Doo,” 
and “England Swings.”

*Check out these other great you tubes: 
Tribute To The Rascals, and also Monterey 
Pop Festival 1967 Bonus Performances, a 
2-hour show that includes legendary groups 
such as The Association, Simon & Garfunkel, 
The Byrds, Buffalo Springfield, Jefferson 
Airplane, Big Brother & Holding Company 
with Janis Joplin, The Who, and The Mamas 
& The Papas…Everly Brothers fans should 
enjoy The Life & Times of the Everly Broth-
ers which runs for 42 minutes…

#1 Pop Hits—Feb. 
22

2001-How You Remind Me-Nickelback
1994-The Power Of Love-Celine Dion
1985-Careless Whisper-Wham! Feat. 
George Michael
1977-Blinded By The Light-Manfred 
Mann’s Earth Band
1960-The Theme From “A Summer Place”-
Percy Faith

#1 Country Hits—
Feb. 22

2004-American Soldier-Toby Keith
1990-On Second Thought-Eddie Rabbitt
1982-Only One You-T.G. Sheppard
1971-Help Me Make It Through The Night-
Sammi Smith
1965-I’ve Got A Tiger By The Tail-Buck 
Owens

One Hit Wonders
45 Years Ago

1969-Lo Mucho Que Te Quiro-Rene & 
Rene; Cinnamon-Derek; Worst That Could 
Happen-The Brooklyn Bridge; Stand By 
Your Man-Tammy Wynette; The Letter-The 
Arbors; Hot Smoke & Sasafrass-Bubble 
Puppy; Gimme Gimme Good Lovin’-Crazy 
Elephant; Oh Happy Day-Edwin Hawkins 
Singers; Love (Can Make You Happy)-Mer-
cy; Morning Girl-Neon Philharmonic; More 
Today Than Yesterday-Spiral Staircase; Isra-
elites-Desmond Dekker & The Aces; Black 
Pearl-Sonny Charles & The Checkmates, 
Ltd.; In The Year 2525-Zager & Evans; Color 
Him Father-The Winstons; My Pledge Of 
Love-Joe Jeffrey Group; Yesterday, When 
I Was Young-Roy Clark; Quentin’s Theme-
Charles Randolph Grean Sounde; Polk Salad 
Annie-Tony Joe White; Get Together-The 
Youngbloods; Keem-O-Sabe-Electric In-
dian; When I Die-Motherlode; Tracy-The 
Cuff Links; Jealous Kind Of Fella-Garland 
Green; Baby It’s You-Smith; Smile A Little 
Smile For Me-Flying Machine; Na Na Hey 
Hey Kiss Him Goodbye-Steam.

Bellia Played At 
Apollo Theater

By Tom Burkard
Former South Amboy resident and 

world-renowned drummer/percussionist, Joe 
Bellia recently played at the Apollo Theater 
in New York at the “New York City Fab 50 
at The Apollo.  There were many big names 
in show business and music performing 
including Leslie Uggams, Mary Wilson of 
The Supremes, Lulu (“To Sir With Love”), 
Danny Aiello, just to name a few.  Joe has 
been the drummer for Southside Johnny & 
The Asbury Jukes for many years, and also 
has performed with Bobby Bandiera, and 
backed Jon Bon Jovi and Bruce Springsteen 
on many occasions.  

Great Irish CD
Former Sayreville resident and outstand-

ing guitarist/vocalist Kevin McGowan has 
released a terrific Irish CD titled “Where The 
Shannon River Flows-Great Irish Places.”  
This work is perfect to get you psyched up 
for your St. Patty’s partying, and of course, 
the South Amboy Parade.

McGowan plays and sings 10-excellent 
Irish tunes on the CD including Galway Bay, 
Lovely Lentrim, Green Glens Of Antrim, 
When New York Was Irish, Storms Of Kilar-
ney, and several more.  Kevin said that he 
will give copies of this great work away for 
FREE, (as long as they last) to anyone who 
stops by and says hello to him at the Cam-
bridge Inn on St. Patrick’s Day March 17th 
at 7 p.m. or sends him an e-mail with details 
at: kevin@kevinmcgowan.net, and if there 
are any left, he will send you the CD.

Comedy Night
Mechanicsville Hose Co. #1 South 

Amboy Fire Dept. will hold a Comedy Night 
on March 1st, from 7-11 p.m. at Memorial 
Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 531 Washington 
Ave. South Amboy.  Donation is $40/person, 
and includes: Buffet, Beverages-Beer, Wine, 
Soda, 2 Comedians, DJ.  For tickets, call 
Bob at 908-296-4254.  Seating is limited.  
No tickets will be sold at the door.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(As of Feb. 12)
Boys Basketball
Sayreville (18-2) Coach John Wojcik’s 

Bombers are one of the best club’s in many 
years at SWMHS.   They are currently riding 
a 16-game winning streak, and just became 
the first Sayreville boys’ basketball team 
in history to win a division title, as they 
captured the White Division crown.  Corey 
Taite recently scored his 1,000th point and 
leads a balanced scoring machine that also 
features Myles Hartsfield, Malik Pressley, 
Jehyve Floyd, Brian Gay, Rob Seraji.

South Amboy (12-5)) Steve Herdman 
and Joe Fruncillo pace the Governors strong 
scoring attack, and get help from Tim and 
Nick Kales, and Sean Kudelka.  Herdman, 
who recently cracked into the 1,000 point 
club, could be joined by Fruncillo, who as 
of this writing is less than 100 short of the 
big mark.   

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (4-12) 
Sky Harris has joined the 1,000 point scoring 
club and is the Eagles top scorer.  He gets lots 
of help from Pop Brown, Keshawn Roache 
and Santiago Derviskaj.

Girls Basketball
Sayreville (12-5) Jackie Rodriguez, who 

recently scored her 1,000th point, is the #2 
leading scorer in the county with a 21.5 avg.  
Also scoring big for the Bombers is Amanda 
Quintero, Lianne Villano, and freshmen 
Ryane Brush and Isi Enahoro.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (11-3) 
Brittany Clayton leads the scoring attack 
and gets help from Shannon McCleery and 

Lauryn Materowski.
South Amboy (6-8) Amanda LaVigne 

is the Lady Guvs’ top scorer and ranks #5 in 
the county with a 16.3 avg.  She is also #2 
in assists with a 5.1 avg.  Shana Anderson 
Beth Ann Kudelka, and Beth Noble have 
also been contributing recently.

Wrestling
Sayreville (17-4) The Bombers con-

tinue to get outstanding performances from 
Dylan Alves, Dylan Haltli, Aaron Davis, 
Maddux Mason, Isaac Blagogee, Corey 
Knoth, Brett Dzamba, Nick Taillefer, Mi-
chael Porcaro, Anthony Porcaro, Francisco 
Roman, John Zukosky, Mattheus Lopes, 
Kevin Huertero.

Boys Bowling
Sayreville (11-2-1) It was another super 

season for the Bombers and Coach Mike 
Weinert, as they finished one game behind 
St. Joseph’s for the White Division crown.  
A.J. Angotti topped the Blue & Gray with a 
235 avg., while Andy Danchisco was #2 with 
a 195 avg.  Chris Hauber sported a 185 avg.  
Other starters were Mark Kozinski, Lucas 
Leandro, and Ryan Johnson.

Girls Bowling
Sayreville (10-3-1) The girls’ team 

finished 3rd place in the White Division.  
Mary Kate Kersting had the top regular 
season average with a 170, and she was 
followed by Megan Aucone 167, Chantelle 
Glowacki 165, Tiffany Glowacki 150, Erin 
Simon 150.

College Notebook
 David Milewski (Sayreville), star 

football player for Rutgers University has 
also excelled in the classroom, and recently 
scored a perfect 4.0 GPA.  This is a great 
accomplishment, and all of Sayreville is 
proud of you!...Cheyenne Grant (Sayreville) 
is averaging 10.7 points per game and 4.1 
rebounds for St. Elizabeth College (11-
6)…Jen Shereyka (Cardinal McCarrick) is 
leading Middlesex County College (13-7) 
with 353 points and a scorching 22.5 per 
game.  Jen had a huge 30-point game in an 
80-77 loss to Camden CC…David Langan 
(Sayreville) is the leading scorer/rebounder 
for Wesley College (17-1).  In a recent 84-65 
romp over Southern Virginia, he pumped in 
22 points and ripped 16 rebounds…Olivia 
Gorczynski (Cardinal McCarrick) is the 
#1 scorer for Chestnut Hill College with a 
14.5 avg. and also the top free throw shooter 
with a super .902.  She leads the (CACC) 
in 3-point field goals hitting 41-for 124, 
.331 pct.…Rhonda Rompola (Sayreville) 
has her SMU women’s basketball club on 
the road to another standout season, with a 
current (14-7) record.  Rutgers University 
spoiled her homecoming to her alma mater 
in January, by topping SMU,64-54… Jen 
Kuziemski Palmateer (Hoffman), who is 
head coach at Monmouth University, has 
had a rebuilding year (6-17), but her squad 
is showing signs of improvement as of late… 
Tony Bozzella (St. Mary’s) has coached 
Seton Hall University to a fine (13-7) mark 
this year, his first at The Hall…Tara Inman 
Seton Hall freshman, and daughter of former 
St. Mary’s star athlete John Inman, has seen 

limited action, but has scored 45 points, 2.6 
avg., and pulled down 28 rebounds…Fresh-
man Alyssa McDonough (Sayreville) has 
been moving up on the depth chart of the 
powerful, undefeated FDU (19-0) basket-
ball team.  She averages 15.8 minutes per 
game, and has scored 143 points, 7.5 avg., 
and also grabbed 28 rebounds, and dished 
out 33 assists.  Alyssa had a huge game by 
burning the nets for 20 points and notching 
5 assists, as FDU pounded MIWB…Jes-
sica Kitrys (Sayreville) is leading Adelphi 
University (15-5) in scoring with 380 points, 
19.0, rebounds-134, 6.7, and field goal pct.-
.602…Jeremy Cruz (Cardinal McCarrick) is 
having a fine season with Middlesex County 
College (12-8).  He recently tossed in 18 
points to lead the Colts to an 81-47 romp 
over Sussex CC.  He is leading the team in 
assists-85, 5.3, and also steals-59, 3.7, plus 
he sports an 8.8 scoring average…Mike Bur-
well (Cardinal McCarrick) has been playing 
a big part in Towson State’s (16-8) record.  
He recently pumped in 17 points in a 76-58 
win over Hofstra, and has 224 points, 9.3 
avg, plus 111 rebounds, 4.6 avg., in addition 
to leading the Tigers with 20 steals.  As a 
junior in 2012-13, the club finished (18-13), 
and Burwell led the club with most 3-point 
field goals made-47.  He also scored 280 
points, 9.0 avg., and had 99 rebounds, 3.2 
avg…During the 2012-13 season, Maggie 
Presnal (Cardinal McCarrick) led Marywood 
University (15-13) with 182 rebounds, 6.5 
avg.  She also finished #2 in rebounds in 
2011-12 with 142, 5.1 avg… 

Former Sayreville star David Milewski recovers a fumble for Rutgers University during its 
recent football season.  (Photo courtesy of Rutgers University)

Sayreville Wins First
Division Title

The Sayreville Bombers boys’ power-
house basketball team captured its first-ever 
GMC Division championship, as they blasted 
North Brunswick, the 3-time defending 
champion of the White Division, 72-55.  The 
Blue & Gray, made it an amazing 15 wins in 
a row, to up its record to (17-2), and a perfect 
(12-0) in Division play.  Jehyve Floyd led 
the scoring attack with 17 points, followed 
by floor general and scoring wizard Corey 
Taite’s 15 points and 8 assists.  Rob Seraji 

chipped in with 12 markers for the Bombers.  
Following the game, the players cut down 
the net and proceeded to give Coach John 
Wojcik a Gatorade shower in celebration 
of the big victory.  Wojcik, who was a star 
guard for Sayreville, graduated in the Class 
of ’03, and is now in his fourth season as 
head coach.  He has brought the program a 
long way since his rookie campaign, and has 
done an outstanding job.  Congratulations to 
Coach Wojcik and the Bombers! 

Sayreville Bowlers 
Win Third Straight 

GMCT
Coach Mike Weinert’s Sayreville 

Bombers boys’ bowling team rolled to its 
third consecutive GMCT championship, 
defeating Woodbridge, 2-0.  The Blue & 
Gray was expected by many experts to be in 
a rebuilding mode after losing one of the best 
bowlers in the state, Jay Ciszewski, as well 
as Mike Bernstein, Kevin Nettler, and Mike 
Danchisko to graduation.  Sayreville proved 
that determination and hard work would pay 
off, and it certainly has for this outstanding 
group of bowlers.  Congratulations Coach 
Weinert and Bomber bowlers!

Bombers Sweep 
Eagles

Sayreville boys’ powerhouse basket-
ball team swept two games from Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s, this season.  In the 
first contest, the Bombers won 59-46, as 
Jehyve Floyd led the attack with 18 points, 
followed by teammates Corey Taite 14, and 
Malik Pressley 12.  The Blue & Gold was 
led by Pop Brown 10 points, Sky Harris 9, 
Keyshawn Roache 9 and Dan Carter 9.  In 
the last meeting on Feb. 11th, the Blue & 
Gray prevailed 69-47, for its 16th victory 
in a row, while upping its record to (18-2).  
Rob Seraji topped the scoring brigade with 
18 points, including four 3-pointers, while 
Corey Taite pumped in 15 points and dished 
out 8 assists.  

Hauber 4th In GMC
Sayreville’s Chris Hauber finished 4th 

place in the GMC Boys Individual Bowling 
Tournament with a score of 1,303.  Teammate 
A.J. Angotti placed 6th with 1,052.

Sayreville Girls 2nd 
In CJ Group III

The Sayreville girls bowling team 
finished 2nd place in the CJ Group III Tour-
nament with 2,571 pins, finishing behind 
Woodbridge who scored 2,815.  Megan 
Aucone rolled a 577 to qualify for the Indi-
vidual TOC.  Congratulations!

Kaczmarek 2nd
In GMC

Sayreville’s Elizabeth Kaczmarek fin-
ished 2nd place in the 500 free at the GMC 
Championships.  Congratulations!

Help Support Christ 
Church

Yoga for Back 
Health

 Date: March 1st  Time: 10:30am-
11:20am, Location:  210 Main Street, Price: 
$48 for 6 classes You need a yoga mat, a 
towel and water. Questions? Or to receive a 
registration form~Email zumbasayreville@
gmail.com  or call Denise 732-525-9536.  

*Donation not refundable

The Sayreville Bombers powerhouse basketball team captured the White Division 
championship, becoming the first boys team to win a division title.  (Photo by Eileen Downs 
Giovenco)

The Valentine
By Dennis O’Leary

The woman is a friend of mine
A poet, love, queen
She’s good, she’s bad
She’s happy, sad
And everything in between
But who can find the depths of her
Or even where to start?
The best I do is listen
And listen with the heart
So hold me tight and kiss me
I love you, love you so
Look!  The road it opens!
Who knows where it will go

On St. Patrick’s Day
The town is rockin’
In old SA
The crowd is huge 
For the parade
On St. Patrick’s Day
Firemen, First Aid,
Bands and more
Proudly march through town
And people cheer
As they pass by their front door
From Pine Avenue to Bordentown
And across Stevens Avenue too
It’s a proud day for the Irish
So much fun, and parties
Lots of things to do
The town is rockin’ 
In old SA
It’s time to party
Time to play
And wear the green 
On St. Patrick’s Day
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1945-This talented Hoffman Governors varsity basketball team finished (12-5) under Coach 
Milt Gordon.  Pictured top row (l-r) Coach Gordon, Don Beckman, Doukas (first name 
unavailable), John Bloodgood, Ted Weiss, Richmond (first name unavailable), Principal 
Joe Vail, Asst. Coach.   Bottom row (l-r) Schuler (first name unavailable), Jack Tice, Rudy 
Neumann, Joe Zera, Jim Croddick, John Bodenmann, George Munck, Jack Lanning, 
Terrence Geant, manager.  (Photo courtesy of Terry Geant)  

Glory Days 
In 

Local 
Sports

1951-Bill Bouchard’s 
one-hand push shot from 
the left side with 0:20 left, 
gave Hoffman a thrilling 
74-73 victory over Ma-
tawan.  Charlie Koerner led 
the scoring with 24 points, while big John 
Ciol dropped in 20, and Marvin Wood 18.  
1960-Sayreville blasted Ewing Twp., 83-59 
in state tournament play.  Bill Mandy led the 
Sayreville triumph with 37 points.  1975-St. 
Mary’s boys’ basketball team upset power-
ful Red Bank Catholic, 47-39, behind Joe 
Kolakowski’s 23 points and 17 rebounds.  
1984-St. Mary’s girls’ tennis team turned in a 
7-6 record, and was led by Maureen Fallon, 
who finished third in the county tournament.  
1999-South Amboy girls’ basketball team 
ripped East Brunswick Tech, 68-29, as Regan 
Rone and Kim Peterson scored 27 points 
apiece.  2003-Sayreville boys’ basketball 
team opened its season with a 78-65 win 
over JFK.  Pat Ryan poured in 29 points and 
grabbed 20 rebounds, Archie Arigorat had 18 
points and 7 assists, Brian Miklaszewski 14 
points, and Sean Reeves 10 tallies. 

T.H.E. 
Game

Sport-Football
Year-2001
Teams-Sayreville vs. Old Bridge
Recap-The Bombers, who trailed 14-0 
bounced back to top Old Bridge, 34-25.  
Quarterback Dan Huff connected on 11-of-
17 passes for 109 yards and a touchdown.  
Dejon Spruill racked up 73 yards rushing 
and a 2-yd. TD run.  Junior Jabbie rushed 
for 88 yards, caught a 9-yd. TD pass from 
Huff, and also broke loose for a 23-yd. 
touchdown run.  Kenny Smith scored 2 TD’s 
both on 2-yd. runs, and Mike Assenza booted 
4 extra points. 
Players-of-the-Game-Dan Huff and Junior 
Jabbie

C.Y.O. Days
1970-71-St. Mary’s CYO basketball 

team, under the guidance of Coach Jim 
MacKay, turned in another outstanding 
season with a (15-6) record, and 2nd place 
finish in the Amboy Area CYO Basketball 
League.

The team comprised of high school 
students, was loaded with talented players 
including top scorer, Wally Binkowski, Le-
roy Kurtz, Stan “Rocky” Kusic, Alan Haag, 
Bernie “Toby” Tabasko, Henry “Hank” 
Sager, Dan MacKay, Joe Pasquale, and the 
late Bob Hawes.  Tom Downs was the as-
sistant coach.  This team was truly a great 
bunch of down-to-earth guys who loved 
basketball, and could really play the game.

1995-Our Lady of Victories School standout 
basketball star, Tami Coyle poses proudly 
with the ball she used to score her 1,000 
point.  (Photo from The SA Times Sports 
Archives)

1995-St. Mary’s Elementary School basketball Coach John Norek (r) presents a trophy to 
Greg Morris after he scored his 1,000th career point.  (Photo from The SA Times Sports 
Archives)

Former Guv Ace 
Dies

Jason Cross 33, a former ace pitcher for 
the South Amboy Governors baseball team 
died on Jan. 9th.  He served in the U.S. Navy 
from 1998-2003 and was stationed on the 
USS City of Corpus Christi.

In 1998, he turned in a perfect 9-0 won-
lost record as the ace pitcher on the Purple & 
Gold staff.  It was also one of the best marks 
in Middlesex County.  Jason finished his high 
school career ranked in the  Hoffman/South 
Amboy Top 20 All-Time victory leaders with 
16.  Jason’s overall mark was (16-9). 

Mandy Scores 45
To Set Record

Dec. 15, 1960-Sayreville superstar Bill 
Mandy established a new single-game scor-
ing record for Sayreville High School, by 
pouring in 45 points to lead the Bombers to 
an easy 88-56 victory over Brick Twp.  He 
popped in 14 points in the first quarter, and 
accounted for 17 straight points in the second 
stanza, as his team scored 32.

Basketball 91 Years 
Ago…

1923-South Amboy High School 
slammed Jamesburg, 28-4 in boys’ basket-
ball.  F. Oliver and C. Geant topped SA in 
scoring with 11 points apiece, while F. James 
added 6.  Also in the lineup were Lambertson 
and Sheppard.

50 Years Ago…
1964-Sayreville boys’ basketball squad 

finished its regular season with a (13-9) 
record.  The top scorers were: Jeff Osowski 
378 points, Bob Kupcha 279, Bob Nita 239, 
John Karlowitz 216, Jim Van Fossen 146.

45 Years Ago…
1969-St. Mary’s boys’ basketball team 

captured its 20th win of the year by routing 
Sayeville, 71-53.  Four Eagles hit for double 
figures: Jim McCloud led the way with 23 
points, Ted Krzyzanowski 14, Mark Bratus 
13 and Bob Howarth 10 points.  The Saints 
upped their record to (20-3).

35 Years Ago…
1979-Hoffman girls’ basketball team 

finished with a fine (21-4) record under 
Coach Reggie Carney.  Jamie White averaged 
17 points, and 14 rebounds, while teammate 
Sue Check scored 16 points, and 19 rebounds 
to lead the Lady Guvs.

NFL Flag Football 
League Returns  
The NFL and the YMCA of Metuchen, 

Edison, Woodbridge & South Amboy are 
teaming up again for our annual Association 
Wide Flag Football League. The League is 
open to boys and girls ages 7-12, and will be 
split into two divisions: ages 7-9 and 10-12. 
Teams will be made and given an NFL team 
name. Players who register early will receive 
a reversible NFL jersey. The season will run 
from March 1 through May 17 with games 
played on Saturday afternoons between fields 
in Metuchen, Edison and South Amboy. 
Register online at www.ymcaofmewsa.org. 
Contact Mike Manfre at 732-316-8208 or 
mike.manfre@ymcaofmewsa.org with any 
questions.

Remember When?
Back in the 1960’s, when the local high 

schools, Sayreville, St. Mary’s, and Hoffman 
dressed with a certain style, and were called 
names.  St. Mary’s students were known as 
the “Ollies,” Sayreville was the “Norkies” 
(For their Newark style), and Hoffman High 
students were tagged the “Greasers.”  My, 
how times have changed!

 The Wearing Of 
The Green

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c.1995
Green is my favorite color
But that’s not why I wear
Parties and jollies on March 17th
But that’s not why I care,
Corned beef, cabbage, potatoes
And beer,
Still not the reason why I 
Join the cheer—
I’m not even Irish, nor pretend to be,
Though there’s a spirit alive,
Goodwill is the key—
That a saint from one nation,
A hero be he,
Is honored by many, and quite openly—
With parades, shamrocks, and music
That smiles,
For one day forgetting 
Ol’ Ireland’s trials—
To share these festivities, 
Come let it be seen,
Commemorate, celebrate,
By wearing the green.

Auxiliary Meeting
Sayreville Ladies Auxiliary #4699 

Sayreville Post on Jernee Mill Rd., Sayreville 
will hold its monthly meeting Feb. 25 at 7 
p.m.  All ladies from the auxiliary are invited 
to attend.  A light refreshment will be served.  
For more info call 732-264-3041.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -T.B.
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American Legion Baseball Awards
The 2013 Russell Stillwagon Memorial 

Award is given to an “outstanding player who 
displayed leadership on and off the field, 
dedication to the game and his teammates, 
someone that is willing to go the extra mile, 
and someone that’s going forward with his 
education to better his future”. The award 
this year was presented to Eric Pacansky by 
Virginia Stillwagon along with a scholarship 
check for his college education. 

The 2013 MVP of the 19U American 
Legion baseball team was Matt Lavan. 
Matt was awarded this honor for his on 
field play this past summer for Post 62. He 
lead the team in batting and was its most 

versatile player this season. Don Applegate 
presented Matt his MVP award which also 
included a scholarship check for his college 
education.

The above annual awards and scholar-
ships are 2 examples of how the American 
Legion baseball program provides not only 
a competitive baseball environment but also 
supports its players with the opportunity to 
further their education.

Anyone interested in playing American 
Legion baseball in 2014, please contact Don 
Applegate.

Eric Pacansky (l) receives his Russell 
Stillwagon Outstanding Player Award from 
Virginia Stillwagon.  

Matt Lavan proudly displays his MVP Award 
for the American Legion Luke A. Lovely 
Post #62, South Amboy.  (Photos/story 
submitted)
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frankie face

Dear Sayreville, 

In September of 2013 my wife Tara 
Schnitzer was diagnosed with Stage 4 
Esophageal Cancer. We were completely 
overwhelmed with the road ahead; between 
treatments, bills, child care and just simple 
everyday tasks that many of us take for 
granted. My wife had to be put on disability 
and questions began to arise if we were go-
ing to be able to provide for our 2 year old 
twins. Thanks to the overwhelming generous 
support of this community we were able to 
sleep easier and put all our efforts into bat-
tling this form of cancer.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank 
you for you generous donations, support and 
love for both my wife and for my children 
Sophia and Joseph. On January 19, 2014 a 
Rock and Roll Fundraiser featuring music 
from the bands Simple Groove, The Fog 
and The Rockdaddys was organized by 
the Sayreville Recreation Department and 
Sayreville Recreation Advisory board as well 
as the bands to help defray the expenses we 
were facing as a family. I was overwhelmed 
with the generosity, love and support this 
great community gave our family, and it was 
amazing to see our everyone come together 
to support one of our own. I have the privilege 
to call everyone in this great community of 
ours my extended family. 

To Everyone who attended the event, to 
everyone who donated, called to wish us well 
and show their support, sent a card, made 
a basket, or even simply wished us well, 
Thank You. From the bottom of my heart I 
wish to offer my most sincere gratitude to 
everyone in involved with the special event 
and I know no words will ever be able to 
express my sincere thanks to everyone for 
thinking of my family during our struggle. 
I am beyond proud to call myself a resident 
of Sayreville and I hope that one day I will 
be able to pay it forward to anyone that 
needs help. 

May God bless and keep all of you in 
his loving arms.

Yours Truly, 

Jeff, Tara, Sophia & Joseph Schnitzer

Valentine’s Day 
is for Chocolate 

Lovers
Dark chocolate seems to lower blood 

pressure, but it requires an amount less than 
2 Hershey Kisses to do it. A small study from 
Germany adds to mounting evidence linking 
dark chocolate with certain health benefits 
such as lowering blood pressure and having 
an anti inflammatory effect.

A study appeared in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association by Dr. Dick 
Taubert of the University of Cologne. It 
demonstrated that blood pressure reduc-
tions with dark chocolate were small but 
still substantial enough to potentially reduce 
cardio vascular disease risks. 

Volunteers for the study ate just over 
6 grams of dark chocolate daily for almost 
5 months. It equaled about 1 & ½ Hershey 
Kisses. People who ate that amount ended 
up with lower blood pressure reading that 
those who ate a similar amount of white 
chocolate. Tests suggested that a steady 
exposure to dark chocolate prompted a 
chemical change that helped dilate blood 
vessels and regulate blood pressure. Cocoa 
contains flavanols, plant based compounds 
that are also credited with giving red wine 
its heart healthy benefits.

Dr. Laura Sevetkey director of Duke 
University Hypertension center stresses that 
the study results should not be viewed as a 
license to gorge on chocolate. The weight 
gain from eating large amounts of dark 
chocolate would counteract any benefits.

As always an once of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure. The combination of 
losing weight, eating less salt, exercising, 
and eating dark chocolate provides strategies 
to lower your blood pressure. 
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Award-winning songwriter Howard Livingston 
is a very popular entertainer in Florida.  His 
band is called Howard Livingston & Mile 
Marker 24, and they play mostly in the Key 
West area.  (Photo by Rob O’Neal)

Livin’ on Key West Time
By Jerry Smith

Surfing the Internet a few years back, I 
came across a song by Howard Livingston 
& Mile Marker 24 called   Livin’ on Key 
West Time.  I’ve been keeping an eye (and 
an ear) on the nationally acclaimed tropical 
rock band ever since. 

During my latest trip to the Florida 
Keys, I caught up with Howard Livingston 
to learn the story of a man who relatively late 
in life (at least by music industry standards) 
transformed himself from a Chicago-based 

international businessman to tropical rock 
troubadour. Or as he so autobiographically 
sings, “Some people used to call me a city 
slicker/Now I’m referred to as that old guitar 
picker.”

Livingston started visiting the Florida 
Keys in the 1980s, fell in love with the area, 
and returned often. Eventually he left the cor-
porate world and moved to Summerland Key 
(Mile Marker 24) not far from Key West. 

Even before relocating, Howard fanta-
sized about a more idyllic existence. Once 
at a business meeting in China, instead of 
focusing on the agenda, he found himself 
daydreaming about a life in the Florida 
Keys. 

When someone wondered what time it 
was back in Chicago, he responded, “I don’t 
know what time it is there, but I’m on Key 
West time.” Later, he went to his hotel room 
and wrote what would become the signature 
song for Howard Livingston & Mile Marker 
24—Livin’ on Key West Time.

In 2005, the band released its first album. 
Just as the title track, Livin’ on Key West 
Time, was getting major airplay on local 
radio, the band performed its first show to 
an overflow crowd at Mangrove Mama’s on 
Sugarloaf Key. Livingston knew at that point, 
“This is what I should be doing.”

 In 2006, the band released another 
album, Meet Me in the Keys. The 2007 re-
lease of Blame It on the Margaritas spawned 
a “Song of the Year” winner at the Trop 
Rock Music Awards. Additional albums 
and a DVD followed, and the 2012 album, 
Six Pack and a Tan, garnered Trop Rock’s 
“Album of the Year.” 

What makes Livingston’s story even 
more compelling is this: despite the acco-
lades and appearances on The Today Show, 
Good Morning America, The CBS Morning 
Show, and The Travel Channel; he respect-
fully declines any offer to go “big time,” 
choosing instead to preserve the laidback 
lifestyle that so energetically resonates from 
his music. 

Anyone from our area interested in 
catching a show, however, should probably 
plan a trip to Key West because the band 
tends stay close to home nowadays. 

 It is worth noting that a portion of the 
proceeds from MM 24 merchandise goes to 
help kids with cancer attend summer camp, a 
cause now championed by Howard’s preteen 
grandson, Michael Walker (Mike’zArt), an 
emerging artist extraordinaire.

For more, visit www.milemarker24.
com or search for Mile Marker 24 on You 
Tube. 

Knights & 
Columbiettes 

Annual Fish Fry 
Dinners

OLV Knights of Columbus and Colum-
biettes will begin their annual Fish Fry 
Dinners on Ash Wednesday, March 5, and 
then every Friday beginning March 14 thru 
April 18 from 4:30 till 7:00 pm.

The menu will consist of baked or fried 
flounder, fried shrimp, or combo platters, 
mac and cheese, pierogies, soup, pizza by 
the slice, roasted potato’s and a fabulous 
salad bar. Soda, beer and wine will also be 
available for separate purchase. Take out 
orders accepted by walk in or call in begin-
ning at 4:30pm. The OLV Council home is 
located at 775 Washington Rd in the Parlin 
section of Sayreville, directly across from 
the Parlin Post Office. For more info, or to 
place phone orders, please call our council 
home @ 732-257-2061.

Camp Middlesex Open House March 2
Twenty-one new programs have been 

added to Camp Middlesex for the summer of 
2014. The camp, located on the Middlesex 
County College campus in Edison, is for 
kids 6 to 18 years old. It runs from June 
23-August 15.

An open house, at which prospective 
campers and their parents can meet staff, 
learn about all the programs and register, 
will be Sunday, March 2 from 1-4 p.m. in 
Crabiel Hall. A raffle will be held for a $100 
gift certificate toward camp.

Camp Middlesex is actually many 
special interest camps. Campers can pick 
their activity from a list of dozens, including 
theater, robotics, chess, magic, sports, video 
game creation, art, cooking, fashion, com-
puters, and many more. Each session runs 
for one week, mornings or afternoons, from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 1 to 5 p.m. Most kids 
pick two camps for a full-day experience. 
There is also a pre-camp option starting at 
7:30 a.m. and an after-camp program that 
goes until 6 p.m.

The cost varies by program but most 
are $175 per half-day camp. 

“Parents love the variety of programs,” 
said Elaine Berlin, the Camp Middlesex 
coordinator. “They tell me ‘Who else offers 

theater, painting, sports, science and cooking, 
all in one place?’ This is a great option for 
working parents who want their children to 
be doing something fun and fulfilling. It’s 
affordable, and all our instructors are certi-
fied classroom teachers who care about each 
child. We have a full-time nurse should the 
need arise. Plus, the classrooms are air-con-
ditioned and the campus is beautiful. It’s a 
wonderful experience. This is an especially 
exciting year because it is the Theater Camp’s 
25th Anniversary.”

New programs include Code Breakers, 
Model United Nations, Relays, Games and 
Races, Strings and Things, Lego® WeDo 
Robotic Challenges, Minecraft Designers, 
Ultimate Claymation, Lego Friends and 
Crafts for Girls, Study Skills for Junior 
High School Students, Lego Architecture, 
Recycle Arts and Scraps, Rubber Band 
Bling, Blogging for Beginners, Camp Zom-
bie, Hip Hop and Street Jazz, Video Game 
Animation, Amusement Park Physics, Video 
Game Odyssey, X-Games: Ultimate Video 
Game Experience, Comedy Camp, and App 
Adventures.

For a brochure that details all the camps, 
or for more information, call 732-906-2556 
or visit www.middlesexcc.edu/camp.
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Where Do We Go 
From Here??????

By Henny the DJ
In the past, I’ve happily written about 

Roger Johnson, Marty Keys, Jimmy Keys, 
Boo Boo Sullivan, Johnny Dragotta, Charley 
Conroy, Frankie Brennan, Frankie Conroy, 
Eddie Conroy, My Grandmother Dooling, 
My Daughter Shannon, The Bottle Stop 
Clutching Hand,  Fritzes Race Day Satur-
day afternoons, Little Richard at Colonel 
Coopers, Delivering The Perth Amboy 
Evening News, My records destroyed by 
fire on The Hideaway Jukebox, The Extra 
Back, Playing basketball for St Mary’s, 
coaching St Mary’s, selling Sabrett hot dogs 
on Broadway, DJ’ing at English’s Pub, The 
Lions Den, The Bottle Stop, The Dugout, 
O’Hara’s in Manhattan, The Main Street 
Tavern in Keansburg, Martha, Mary Rita, 
The Water Works, Walt the Piano Player at 
The Gay 90’s, Gene Dennen, Jack Kreiger, 
Bobby Martin, Noreen Dziecoil working at 
The Mayfair in Perth, Dottie Rodd, Christmas 
Day with my Grandmother at The Place, St 
Patrick’s Day Parade with  Bobby Heiser at 
The Landmark, Horse English, Smokey Ryan 
Sr & Jr, Woody Mc Carthy, Mike McCarthy, 
Vincy Paulsen’s, Timmy Quinlan, Mary 
Newman, Denny Quinlan, Marty Metzger, 
Adam Lovely, Jimmy Lovely, Tank Leonard, 
Nonnie Nonnemacher, Ned Moran, Nip 
Noble, Rock Stader, My cousin Carol Ann, 
Joanie Brown, Kusie Kurzawa, Eddie Dill, 
Yicky Dill, Bill Dill, Pinky Clark, Bobby 
Bloodgood, Tom& Box’s/The Place/The 
Munckee Bar, Muzzy Mussolino, My Uncle 
Angelo Senape, My Uncle Joe Conroy, My 
Uncle Frank Dooling, My Aunt Clara, My 
Brother John, My Sister Nancy, Sacred 
Heart Dances, Mr. Z, The Hoffman Outdoor 
Dances, Johnny Massing Jr & Sr, John Mc-
Quade, Shinty Kennedy, Root Beer Connors, 
Catching Frogs at The Mixer, The Explosion, 
Sister Rosemary, Sister Helene, Belmont Ab-
bey, Sadie Feffer, My Father Henny Conroy, 
Joe Kudelka, Danny Kudelka, Don Kohler, 
A Love Story and Three on Three games up 
The Tank, Tek’s Candy Store.

 In Perth Amboy - Smith Street, The 
Royal/Roky/Majestic/Ditmas/Strand Movie 
Theaters, The Coney Island Hot Dog Guy, 
The Staten Island Ferry, Lopy’s Hook Shot, 
Ed Paczkowski, John Paczkowski, Jackie 
Seaman, Joe Viggiano getting The First 
Home Run in The Little League, Tarallos, 
Gus Potts Delicatessen, Mookie Cizewski, 
Pat Mullane, John Mullane, Flip Philips, 
The US Army/Basic Training/Ft. Camp-
bell, Ky.

Sacred Heart Carnival, Lash Larue, 
Kiska, Babka, Kruschickies, Gawump-
kies, The Polka, Bon Jovi Karaoke in 
Hamburg, Germany, The Beatles, Going 
on The Clay Cole Show, Joe McCarthy, 
Jerry Conners,The Coolest Intersection in 
town in The Old Days “Pine Avenue and 
Henry Street”, Baranowski’s, Zalewski’s, 
Paolowski’s (sp), Nebus’s, Teddy Wallace, 
Johnnie Kurzawa, George Keenan, Frank 
Keenan, Stew Smith, Camp Cowaw, Troop 
99 Boy Scouts, Mr. Heim (his first name, of 
course, was “Albert” but everyone would call 
him “Mr.” out of admiration and respect) 
Colonel’s Garter, The Lynch Boys, Morgan 
Betty, Mimi, Eileen, Mary Fern, Donny 
Shots, Ann Marie, The Olde Spy Inn, Jimmy 
English, Rich Rummage, Allie Ust, Lagodas, 
Roddy’s, Eddie O’Leary, Brian Flanagan, 
The Hole in the Wall, Marathon Bus Line, 
The Red Devil, Ducksies, Sneaking in to 
Hercules to swim, Tommy Lucas and the 
Hound Dogs, Halloween Monster Mash, 
Street Touch Football, and God knows who 
and what else!

However, I hate to say it but I think as 
far as South Amboy Stories are concerned 
I’m out of gas, finished, kaput, eighty-sixed, 
done. So, I hope that in the past you enjoyed 
hearing about DJ’ing and Bar Hopping and 
Hot Dog Selling and Coaching and Teach-
ing and Army Stories because I think that’s 
all I got.

NOTICE
South Amboy-Sayreville Non-

Profit organizations—Churches—
Schools—Fire Companies—First Aid 
Squads, etc.

Please do not send flyers to us, or 
call on the phone about your upcoming 
events, and expect us to rewrite them 
into news release form to print in The 
SA Times.

We are only too happy to give you 
FREE publicity, but do not have time to 
retype the flyer into a release for you, 
and then put it in the paper.  Please type 

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (� times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (� times).  Say this 
prayer for � consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.
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Songs For Seniors
By Clem Skarzynski

Jerry Mokar
While making one of his daily visits to 

his mom at the Briarwood Nursing Home, 
Morgan musician and talented saxman Jerry 
Mokar, accompanied his mom to the recre-
ation room, where the residents were being 
entertained by a “musician/vocalist, and who 
completely “captivated” his audience for 
over an hour with the music and song.

As Jerry watched and and listened, he 
saw how every resident “Just got into it, sing-
ing along, and just forgetting why they were 
there!”  That’s all Jerry needed to realize that 
“Right then, I knew I had to share the gift of 

music God gave me, with these wonderful, 
less fortunate residents, to make them smile, 
laugh, and sing along to the words and music 
they all grew up with.”

So, doing a lot of research of the music 
we musicians know as “standards,” and cur-
rent Pop Hits, hitting the internet for access to 
lyrics and music, Jerry put together a 1-hour 
show with the use of his computer, a small 
P.A. system and of course his tenor sax.  
He made arrangements to provide the next 
“Entertainment Day” at Briarwood.

Since that first performance, Jerry has 
been sharing his gift as a healing therapy, not 
only at Briarwood, but also at Chelsea and the 
Sunrise Nursing Homes in East Brunswick, 
and at Edison/J.F.K.  “The response from the 
residents has been so rewarding,” he stated.  
Jerry also provides “Pet Therapy,” and at 
times brings his two pups to visit everyone.  
His energies are being directed to the musical 
therapy sessions, and he’s looking forward 
to possibly branching out to senior centers 
to share the “Joy of Music.” 

Jerry and I, the writer, have played 
music together and with other bands, and 
musicians, and have always “Enjoyed 
making the audience dance and sing,” but 
Jerry said that “watching those residents 
and patients truly enjoy the music is really 
rewarding.”   Jerry looks forward to every 
date he has with all of them.  Nice work, and 
thoughts, Jerry!...

WWW.?

This vintage photo from the 1970’s shows a building that is still in existence.  This 
establishment had two different names through the years, and either one will be accepted 
as a correct answer.  

January Winners
The defending champions, and strong 

contenders from the 2013 WWW.? Mystery 
Photo Contest were all in fine form, starting 
the New Year off by correctly identifying 
the January photo as VFW Post #4699 on 
Jernee Mill Rd. in Sayreville.  

The Jan. winners in order of entry 
submissions were: Chuck Pickard, Pat & 
Bill Scully, Joan Fulham, Felix Wisniewski, 
Joe Prusik, Bridget Bourke, Scott V. Farina, 
W. Tom Kross, Lynn Loy, Judy Guilfoyle, 

Lisa Grankowski, Ann Grankowski, Glenn 
Fallon, Mary Agnes Morris.  Congratula-
tions to all!

There were 3 incorrect answers for the 
Jan. contest.  One person thought it was the 
American Legion, while two others appar-
ently looked at past issues and mistakenly 
guessed the Water Dept. on MacArthur 
Ave., while another thought the building 
was the Railroad Bridge over Cheesequake 
in Morgan?

South Amboy 
Scene

On St. Patrick’s Day
The South Amboy scene
On St. Patrick’s Day
The huge parade
And kids at play
The AOH is the host
With the most
As Irish music fills the air
People wearin’ green
And happiness everywhere
At the South Amboy scene
On St. Patrick’s Day

Green Everywhere
Green, green everywhere
People celebrating
As Irish songs fill the air
It’s a day to be proud
Say you’re Irish 
And say it out loud
Green, green everywhere
Today’s the day
Everyone is Irish
Isn’t it wonderful
That way
Bagpipers pipin’ 
At the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
It’s a special day
That the Lord has made
Green, green everywhere
On the proudest and happiest 
Irish day of the year.

On February 9, 2014 “The Fest for Beatle Fans” had its annual convention in NYC, which 
strangely coincided with the 50th Anniversary of the Beatles first performing on Ed Sullivan 
in 1964.  At the Fest, there was a Battle of the Bands, where each band performed 2 songs 
and were voted by the audience as to who was best.  This year there were 10 bands and 
the winners were some local members from Parlin NJ.  Mike Lefton ( guitar and vocals) 
,  Alan Lefton ( Bass and Vocals) and Johnathan Pushkar of Pittsburgh PA (not local of 
course), won by performing” Drive My Car”  and “Roll Over Beethoven” .  The band name 
they chose for themselves was “Yesterday and Today” , which is also the name of an early 
Beatle album.  As one Beatle song says, “a splendid time is guaranteed for all” , and it 
was,  and we are proud of  them by showing that there is local talent in our area that can 
and has risen to the top.   Mike Lefton performs in the area with his own band and has a 
website www.mikeleftonmusic.com (Photo Submitted)

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The winter doldrums are upon us.  The 

bad weather has taken its toll. Ocean surf 
fishing is nonexistent at this time.  Party 
Boat fishing is mostly wrecks in the Mud 
Hole.  The catch is mostly Ling with a few 
Cod and Pollock.  Dog Fish are still around 
a problem here.  You might want to try a few 
special Cod trips. I talked to one angler who 
fished on one of these trips and said all that 
he got were a few Ling.  There were only 
a few Cod caught on a well packed boat.  
Inshore Blackfish is very picky.  There are a 
few big ones of course but not enough to go 
around. Those that have been caught are up 
to 16 pounds.  Offshore Sea Bass trips will 
resume after March 1st when the Feds open 
the offshore waters.  The meetings being 
held by the Feds are to try to start a coastal 
Region. Management for the 2014 Fluke 
season is currently being held. It does not 
look good for New Jersey at this time.

Fresh Water
The heavy snows has impacted all fresh 

water Fishing, ice fishing especially. Lake 
Hopatcong has been good for Pickerel and 
Perch. In Lake Aeroflex in Sussex County, 
there has been good ice fishing for Trout. 
There were also two large Muskies also 
pulled out through ice in Lake Hopatcong. 
They were well over 40 inches! The snow 
will hamper access to all the lakes. All of this 
despite the snow-Pray for spring!!!  

County Softball Leagues Forming
Teams are being formed for the Middle-

sex County Parks and Recreation Office’s 
Spring/Summer Adult Slow-Pitch Softball 
Leagues.

The Men’s Sunday Afternoon Double 
Header League, the Men’s Tuesday Night 
League and the Thursday Night Co-ed 
League all begin play in late March of 
2014.

Applications and payment are due by 
March 7, 2014. Applications are accepted 
on a first come, first served basis. Final 
team rosters are due no later than April 25, 
2014.

The Men’s Double-Header Sunday 
Game League starts at noon on Sundays, 
with second games to follow immediately. 
Games are played at Thomas A. Edison Park 
in Edison or Warren Park in Woodbridge. 
Some games may also be played at Raritan 
Bay Park in South Amboy.

Entrance fee is $275, with an additional 
$100 refundable forfeit fee. Umpire fees are 
$22 per team, per game.

The Men’s League games start at 6:30 

p.m. or 7:45 p.m. on Tuesdays.  Games are 
played at Thomas A. Edison Park in Edison 
or Warren Park in Woodbridge. Again, some 
games may also be played at Raritan Bay 
Park in South Amboy.

The Co-ed Softball League games start 
at 6:30 p.m. or 7:45 p.m. on Thursdays.  
Games are played at Thomas A. Edison Park 
in Edison or Warren Park in Woodbridge. 
Again, some games may also be played at 
Raritan Bay Park in South Amboy.

The entrance fee is $325, plus a $100 
refundable forfeit fee. Umpire fees are $22 
per team, per game.

League fees and applications are due at 
time of registration. Teams will not be ac-
cepted without payment and application.

Send application, rosters and checks, 
made payable to Treasurer-Middlesex 
County, to: 

Middlesex County Office of Parks and 
Recreation 

Attn: Erin Carroll
PO Box 661
New Brunswick NJ 08903 

Jake Defort (r) visits with his longtime friend, standout rocker, John Eddie (l) recently at the 
Stone Pony in Asbury Park, where John performed.  (Photo submitted)

Moms Helping Moms Support Group
Whether you are a stay-at-home mom, 

working mom, or work-at-home mom; a 
mom who is married, single, or separated, 
we know that motherhood is a constant jug-
gling act. Sometimes all that multi-tasking 
can raise stress levels, put a strain on family 
relations, and leave moms needing some ex-
tra support and guidance. And, who better to 
provide that support than fellow moms who 
understand these challenges first-hand.

The Moms Helping Moms Support 
Group is a place where you can talk about the 
stresses you are facing, both the big and small 

ones, in the company of fellow moms who 
can offer an unbiased ear, ideas, resources, 
and overall emotional support. This monthly 
group is facilitated by Dr. Colleen Georges, 
a work-at-home mom who is also a Licensed 
Professional Counselor, Certified Life & Ca-
reer Coach, and Certified Positive Discipline 
Parent Educator. The next meeting will be 
at Sayreville Public Library on Thursday, 
March 27, from 6:30 to 8PM. 

Registration is now required. For more 
information, contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 
ex.25 or email her at alainad@lmxac.org.
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Obituaries
Arnella, Doris M., 82, of Morgan died 

on Jan. 25.
Blaszka, Joseph “Joe,” 69, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 15.
Braun, Elaine L. Dohaney, 72, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Jan. 10.
Chmura, John E., 87, of Sayreville died 

on Jan. 24.
Clark, Frances T. Geant, 89, of South 

Amboy died on Feb. 11.
Cross, Jason, 33, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 9.
Davis, Robert J., 84, of Sayreville died 

on Jan. 25.
Fitzgerald, Rev. Msgr. William F., P.A., 

J.C.D., formerly of South Amboy died on 
Jan. 13.

Golden, Method, 91, of South Amboy 
died on Jan. 31.

Gondek, Joseph T., 70, of Sayreville 
died on Jan. 22.

Gronsky, Elizabeth A., 83, of Sayreville 
died on Jan. 14.

Gross, Henry F., 79, of Parlin died on 
Feb. 3.

Hoover, Frederick, 74, of Sayreville 
died on Jan. 14.

Jackowski, Mary, 87, of Sayreville died 
on Jan. 28.

Kozna, Keith S., 57, of South Amboy 
died on Jan. 13.

McGowan, John F. Jr., 84, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 3.

Meyer, Evelyn, 89, of Parlin died on 
Jan. 22.

Mikolas, Thomas A., 56, of Parlin died 
on Jan. 10.

Moran, Robert E., 50, formerly of 
Sayreville died on Jan. 25.

Ploskonka, Irene, 84, of Sayreville died 
on Jan. 13.

Ruszczyk, Elli, 78, of Parlin died on 
Jan. 13.

Seddon, John W. Jr., 81, of Parlin died 
on Feb. 2.

Shackelton, Deborah Ann Leveille, 
58, formerly of South Amboy/Morgan died 
on Feb. 8.

Suchorski, Thomas J., 81, formerly of 
South Amboy died on Feb. 4.

Switzer, Al, 55, formerly of Morgan 
died on Feb. 11.

Tancordo, Lorraine H., 83, of Sayreville 
died on Jan. 13.

Wrubel, Dorothy E. 77, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 1.

Zamorski, Louis S., 93, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 8.

Trip To Ocean City, 
MD

The Sayreville Seniors Thursday Club 
will present a 4 day/ 3 night trip to Ocean 
City, MD, May 12-15, 2014.  Price is $409 
per person, double occupancy.  Single 
supplement: $85 additional.  For complete 
information, and reservation, contact Jack 
& Ann Floersch 732-254-7263.

Old Myths, And 
Sayings

Did you ever hear any of these myths 
and sayings from long ago?  Drinking Coca 
Cola will dissolve your teeth…Chewing gum 
stays in your stomach forever if you swal-
low it…Sit too close to the TV and you’ll 
ruin your eyes…Swim right after eating and 
you’ll get a cramp and drown…Crack your 
knuckles and you’ll get arthritis…Drinking 
coffee will stunt your growth.  (Never heard 
this one, but did hear that smoking cigarettes 
would stunt your growth)…Eating pumpkin 
seeds causes appendicitis…Wet feet, and 
cold heads cause colds…Keep doing that 
and it’ll stay that way (When kids were 
doing an annoying behavior like crossing 
their eyes, etc.)…

Open Mic
South Amboy Knights of Columbujs 

Council 426 hold their monthly Open Mic 
Friday February 28  8 PM at the Council 
Home 308 4th St. Anyone who wishes to 
peform is invited. There is no cover charge. 
For more information call 732-721-2025. 
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Boys 1,000 Points Club
Sayreville
*Career leaders in order.
Steve Makwinski 1,546 Jeff Osowski 

1,421 Marcin Ziobrin 1,416 Leland Norris 
1,317 Dan Ogborne 1,300 Ron Kuran 1,226 
Ralph Novak 1,087, Corey Taite 1,000 +.

Hoffman/South Amboy
*Players listed in order that they reached 

the 1,000 points mark.  Most final career 
point totals are unavailable at present.

Curt Wood 1,630, Billy Clayton, Gary 
Lange, Bob Clayton, Frank Kuziemski, 

Peter Smith, Gary Kuhn, Ed Behnen 1,993, 
Nick Shaw, Brian Seres, Joe Bartlinski, Joe 
Charmello, Steve Herdman 1,000+. 

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s
*Players listed in the order that they 

reached the 1,000 points club.
George Krzyzanowski 1,592, Rob Za-

leski 1,022, Dan Blaha 1,008 Kevin Burns 
1,052, Vincente Rosario 1,946, Kevin Oliveri 
1,078, Mike Burwell 1,798 Julio Rosario 
1,223, Sky Harris 1,000+.

Girls 1,000 Points Club
Sayreville
*Career leaders listed in order except 

for final 2, as their final point totals are 
unavailable.

Rhonda Rompola 1,608 Cindy Allman 
1,509 Jessica Kitrys 1,216 Alyssa Mc-
Donough, Jackie Rodriguez.

South Amboy/Hoffman
*Players are listed in the order that they 

reached the 1,000 points mark.  Most career 
scoring totals are unavailable.

Chris Dill, Jamie White, Sue Check, 
Nancy Garsick, Lynn Ust 2,191, Tricia 
Popowski 1,111, Kris Kuziemski 2,072, 

Jen Kuziemski, Jen Ingstrup, Kristy Parfi-
anowicz, Kim Peterson 1,199, Regan Rone, 
Kiersten McCarthy, Katey Charmello.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s
*Players are listed in the order that they 

reached the 1,000 points mark.  Most career 
scoring totals are unavailable.

Kathy Redling 1,218, Sue Wilson, 
Mary Jean Sibilia, Janine Barella, JoEllen 
Paczkowski, Kaitlyn Katko 1,641, Jes-
sica Pruiti, Lauren Zarantonello, Jacinda 
Dunbar 1,312, Chrissy Keir 1,051, Olivia 
Gorczynski 1,420.

Boys 1,000 
Rebounds Club
Sayreville-Jeff Osowski
St. Mary’s-Joe Kolakowski

Staff, Faculty and Administration from Raritan Bay Catholic Preparatory School, were on 
hand to support Grand Marshal of the South Amboy St. Patrick’s Parade, Msgr. John Gordon 
at the recent Grand Marshal’s night held at the AOH hall. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Girls 1,000 
Rebounds Club
Hoffman-Lynn Ust 1,081
Sayreville-Rhonda Rompola 1,060 
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