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Superstar rocker/philanthropist Jon Bon Jovi (l) hands an envelope with a $1 million check 
to New Jersey first lady, Mary Pat Christie for the Hurricane Sandy New Jersey Relief Fund 
on July 8th.  See more photos on pages 10, 21.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Bon Jovi Comes Home
Donates $1M To Sandy NJ Relief Fund

By Tom Burkard
For a very busy superstar rock star/ac-

tor/businessman, who travels all over the 
world, Jon Bon Jovi returned home for the 
second time in 9 months since Hurricane 
Sandy wreaked havoc all over, especially 
in the Borough of Sayreville.

Jon was on a mission, which was kept 
pretty quiet until the morning of July 8th, 
when 104.3 FM radio station announced on 
the air that he would be coming to Borough 
Hall at 11 a.m. to make an announcement.  
Other tips were received, and said he would 
be there at 10:30 a.m. for the press confer-
ence, and if you were to attend, get there by 
10 a.m., as the surrounding streets would 
be closed.

We arrived about 10 a.m., in the red-hot 
sun, and sweltering heat, and there were over 
100 people  already present, along with news 
media from all of the major TV networks, 

as well as newspapers.
More people filtered into the area di-

rectly in front of Borough Hall, and the wait 
was on, with lots of Sayreville Policemen 
and plain clothes State Police officers also 
arriving at the scene.  Rumors were flying 
around as to what Bon Jovi would announce, 
and one was that he was going to do a ben-
efit concert for Sayreville’s Sandy victims.  
We were also told that Bon Jovi, Governor 
Christie and his wife Mary Pat were taking 
a tour of the local neighborhoods that were 
hardest hit by the superstorm.  

The time marched on, and everyone 
waited, and waited, and waited.   Those 
who couldn’t find a shady spot, fried in the 
hot sun.  The 10:30 tip proved wrong, and 
so did the 11 a.m. starting time.  It was past 
11:30 a.m., when the front doors of Borough 

(Continued on page 10)

Key Food Opens
In South Amboy

By Tom Burkard, Steve Schmid
The long-awaited, and much-anticipated 

grand opening of Key Food store, located at 
629 Bordentown Ave., South Amboy took 
place on July 12th.  Area shoppers are very 
happy to have the new supermarket, which 
was completely remodeled to the tune of 
$3 million, as it also fills the huge void cre-
ated when Foodtown closed after Hurricane 
Sandy left the store without power for 11 days 
last year.  Ed Paczkowski, Foodtown’s owner 
was faced with the monumental decision as 
to what to do with the store following the 
hurricane, and after much soul-searching, it 
was time to sell. 

 Nasser Nasser who owns a Key Food 

store in Staten Island and over a dozen 7-
Eleven stores in New Jersey was quick to 
notice the community’s need for another 
food store, and contacted Paczkowski, and 
an agreement was reached, and the rest is 
history.  Over 70% of the Foodtown staff 
will be working at Key Food including 
Foodtown’s former assistant manager Nancy 
Orlowski, and Ed Paczkowski’s sons, Frank 
Paczkowski, who is the manager of the meat 
department, and Ed Paczkowski Jr.  80% of 
the meat department will be run by former 
meat department employees.  

Nasser said that Key Food will be using 
(Continued on page 14

FEMA  Has $29.5M 
For 129 Sayreville 

Homes
The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency’s (FEMA) Public Assistance grant 
program is providing $29.5 million for the 
state Dept. of Environmental Protection to 
purchase and demolish 129 flood-prone 
properties in Sayreville.  

Hurricane Sandy’s floodwaters wreaked 
havoc all over, especially in Sayreville, when 
flood waters from the South River damaged 
and destroyed homes along Weber and Ma-
cArthur Avenues.  To date, there have been 
approximately 129 homeowners who have 
been approved for buyouts, which will be 
based on the pre-storm value of the homes.  
Appraisals will be taking place soon, and 
the amount each homeowner will receive 
will then be determined.  Residents have the 
option of rejecting the buyout offer.

The state of NJ is exploring the possi-
bility of creating flood plains, and returning 
the area into a natural state, according to 
DEP officials. 

Police Departments
Get Grants

Our local Sayreville and South Am-
boy Police Departments recently received 
grants through the New Jersey Department 
of Transportation Safe Corridor Program, 
which is beneficial in an effort to keep 
dangerous stretches of state highways safe 
for motorists. 

The Safe Corridor Program targets high-
ways that have a large number of crashes, and 
doubles fines in designated safe corridors.  
The funding from the fines will be used 
toward enforcement equipment including 
police vehicles, radar equipment, computer 
hardware, and software.  The law was spon-
sored by Assemblyman Wisniewski. 

Sayreville will receive $47,927, and 
South Amboy will get $25,176 for traffic 
enforcement of Route 9.

The announcement was made on July 8 
by 19th Legislative District representatives 
Senator Joseph F. Vitale, Assemblyman John 
S. Wisniewski, and Assemblyman Craig J. 
Coughlin.

Antique & Classic 
Car Show/Flea 
Market—Aug. 4
Independence Engine & Hose Co. 

#1 will present its 14th Annual Antique & 
Classic Car Show/Flea Market on Sunday, 
Aug. 4 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Rain Date 
is Sunday Aug. 11.  The event will feature 
blacktop parking, no judging of vehicles, 
fans choice trophies, sponsor award trophies, 
Chief’s Trophy, Mayor’s Trophy.  Jukebox 
Jimmy will provide the music entertainment.  
Vendors and craft vendors will offer many 
excellent items for everyone.  There will also 
be raffles, great food, the famous Satski’s 
Ribs, Irish dancers.  Bud & Bud Light mugs 
provided by the Landmark Tavern, are only 
$1 for vehicle entrants All Day!  *Due to the 
economy the early registration price has been 
lowered to $5!  Advanced entry fee $5 per  
vehicle.  Pre-registration deadline is July 31.  
Day of Show entry $15.

Come on down with the entire fam-
ily for a day of fun on Broadway in South 
Amboy!

“Snake” Sabo To 
Play

At Buddies
Sayreville’s own Dave “Snake” Sabo, 

of Skid Row will headline a fundraiser 
at Buddies Tavern on Friday, July 26th at 
Buddies Tavern & Banquet Hall in Parlin.  
Four other excellent bands will also per-
form.  The fundraiser is for Dawn Ciavarro 
to help her pay for her health insurance so 
that she can get the life saving treatment that 
she needs.  Please visit: donationsfordawn.
tumblr.com/benefitconcert for more info.  
All proceeds from ticket sales and raffles 
will be going directly to Dawn, as well as a 
percentage of food and beverage sales from 
Buddies Tavern, as is always their policy 
for all benefits.The ribbon is cut and Key Food is officially open. See more photos on page 14. (Phtoto 

by Brian Stratton)

Mary Lou DeBlis
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Remembering Mary 
Lou DeBlis

By Tom Burkard
The City of South Amboy is in mourn-

ing over the loss of its beloved Director of 
Recreation/Senior Outreach Coordinator, 
Mary Lou DeBlis, 66, who died on July 18.  
She worked for the Recreation Dept. for 
nearly 50 years, getting her start as a teen 
in the mid-1960’s.  Mary Lou worked her 
way up through the department to her current 
position to which she was appointed in the 
1980’s, succeeding Jack Hulsart.  Always 
very proud of her Irish ancestry, she was 
selected for the prestigious honor of 2011 
Irish Woman of the Year.

Mayor Fred A. Henry said, “The City 
of South Amboy lost a great friend and 
champion of the people, especially the se-
niors and children.  Being involved myself 
with sports and the city, I knew Mary Lou 
almost all of my adult life.  I, and all of us 
who knew her lost a very dear friend.  Just 

(Continued on page 4)
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Members of the American Legion Post 211, Sayreville Color Guard presented a Certificate 
of Appreciation to Mrs. Grace Gabriele for her support of the veterans of our nation and the 
programs of the American Legion.  Mrs. Gabriele retired from Samsel Upper Elementary 
School after 37 years of teaching.  Congratulations, Grace!
In photo (l-r) Edward Pedersen, Artie Valentino, Stacey Maher, principal, Richard Kosmoski, 
Michael Fischer, Grace Gabriele, Frank Sullivan, Edward T. Strek, Robert Puchala, Paul 
Kabara.  (Photo/info submitted)  

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Msgr. Behl Keeps Busy
Msgr. Richard Behl, who served at 

St. Mary’s Parish back in the 1960’s, is 
currently pastor of St. Thomas the Apostle 
Parish, Old Bridge.  In addition, he is the 
chairman of the diocesan Commission for 
Pro-Life Action.

In Memoriam
Alfreda Golaszewski, 88, of Sayreville 

died on June 22.  In 1971, she was selected 
“Mother of the Year” at St. Stanislaus Kostka.  
James Hanvey, 46, formerly of Sayreville 
died on June 24.  Jim played for my Sayre-
ville War Memorial HS Jayvee baseball 
team in ’83, and was a team-player who 
always gave 100%.  Dolores Mankowski, 
67, of Sayreville died on June 29.  She was 
manager of Manhattan Bagel in Sayreville 
for 10 years.  Santa Maria “Sadie” Tarallo 
Ruszala, 99, of South Amboy died on June 
30.  She was a wonderful, kind-hearted lady, 
loved by all and will be sadly missed.  Jessie 
Gutkowski, 93, formerly of Sayreville died 
on July 10.  She was an office supervisor 
at Hercules, Inc., Parlin for 40 years, and 
retired in ’83. Frank Plsokonka, 80, formerly 
of Sayreville died on July 12.  He was the 
owner/operator of Modern Shoe Repair on 
North Broadway, South Amboy from 1960-
70, and was also active at St. Bernadette’s 
Church, in addition to being a firefighter 
with Cheesequake Fire Co.  Gerald “Gerry” 
McCarthy, 71, of Sayreville died on July 16.  
He was employed by DuPont’s for 37 years 
as an employee training manager.  Antoinette 
Puccio, 87, of South Amboy died on July 17.  
She worked at Sciortino’s Pizzeria in Perth 
Amboy for over 40 years.

May these wonderful people never be 
forgotten.

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. President of Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis 
Club in 1965?  a. Allie Clark b. Fred Pittel 
c. Woodrow McCarthy
2. She was selected “Mrs. Sayreville” in 
1998?  a. Karen Ann Antonucci b. Susan 
Pleshette c. Miriam Schwartz
3. In 1971, where was the Club Jaguar located 
in South Amboy?  a. Washington Ave. b. Rt. 
35 South c. Rt. 35 North
4. The 1964 Sayreville HS Senior Prom was 
held at?  a. Red Wood Inn b. Buttonwood 
Manor c. The Manor
5. She was president of Mechanicsville 
Hose Co. #1 Ladies Auxiliary in ’86?  a. 
Roxanne Keegan b. Linda O’Leary c. Mar-
tha Holton
6. In ’75, where was Riverside Supply Co. 
located in Sayreville?  a. Bordentown Ave. 
b. Main St. c. Washington Rd.
7.Hoffman High’s valedictorian in 1985?  
a. Christine Smith b. Nadine Puccio c. 
Dawn Falk
8. In ’76, where was Winters Printers located 
in Parlin?  a. Cheesequake Rd. b. Oak St. 
c. Rt. 9
9. In 1983, this pizzeria was located at 249 
North Stevens Ave., South Amboy?  a. 
Johnny Bee’s b. Bal-Zenie’s c. The Nest
10. In 1983, where was Vince’s Barber Shop 
located in Parlin?  a. Bordentown Ave. b. 
Washington Rd. c. Jernee Mill Rd.
11. This cleaner and tailor shop was located 
at Ridgeway Ave., South Amboy in ’65?  
a. Mechanicsville Cleaners b. Quinlan’s 
Cleaners & Tailors c. Tip Top Cleaners, 
Tailors & More
12. This was not a Sayreville barber shop 
in 1980?  a. Red’s b. Phoenix I c. Donnie’s

Answers
1b 2a 3b 4a 5b 6c 7c 8c 9b 10b 11b 12c.

Ziemba To Run
For Assembly

Stephanie Ziemba of South Amboy 
announced that she will be running in the 
November election for a State Assembly 
19th District seat along with Arif Khan on 
the Republican ticket.  They will be facing 
Democrat incumbents John S. Wisniewski 
and Craig J. Coughlin.

ST. STAN’S 
CALENDAR 

RAFFLE 
In 2014 Saint Stanislaus Kostka parish 

will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary.  
We are planning many special events to 
commemorate this milestone.  The Church 
will be having a Calendar Raffle starting in 
August 2013 to December 2013.  The price 
of each ticket will be $20.00.  The prize 
will be drawn every Thursday night at the 
beginning of our bingo.  The weekly winner 
will receive $100.00.  You can win more 
than once, since the ticket will be put back 
in the drawing each week.

Tickets are available at the church of-
fice at 732-254-0212, before Saturday and 
Sunday Masses, before Bingo on Thursday 
and Sunday, OR BY CALLING Debbie at 
732-613-0517 or Bernie 732-727-0082.. 

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -E.P.
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Business Of The Month
Lagoda’s Saloon

The South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary Club presented the South Amboy first aid 
with a check to purchase new equipment for the squad. In the picture is president 
Burton Wilkins (l) presenting a check to Karen Walczak (r) representing South 
Amboy First Aid. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Pictured (l-r) at Lagoda’s Saloon are owners Ray Kukulski, Anne Kukulski, and 
bartenders Brenda Gfroehrer, and Jim Keays. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Lagoda’s Saloon, located at 109 
South Broadway, South Amboy, is one of 
the area’s most popular establishments.  
The origins of this business can be traced 
back to the end of World War II, when it 
was started by the late Joe Jerome, and 
called Jerome’s Tavern.

Lagoda’s Saloon will celebrate its 
big, 30th Anniversary  in October.  It was 
established by the late Jas Lagoda, and has 
been under the ownership of Raymond 
and Anne Kukulski for nearly 20 years.  
They both have extensive backgrounds in 
this business.  Raymond was the manager 
and bartender at the old Colonel’s Garter 
from 1979-80, and City Lights from 1981-
85, as well as Lagoda’s Saloon.  Anne 
was a bartender at Colonel’s Garter, and 
also City Lights.

Lagoda’s is proud to sponsor a men’s 
bowling team that competes in area 
leagues.  Sports fans can relax in the cozy 
surroundings at Lagoda’s, and watch their 
favorite teams in baseball, basketball, 
football  and hockey on Direct TV with the 
big TV’s.  Music lovers have over 5,000 
great songs to choose from on Lagoda’s 
Touchtone Digital CD player.

This friendly, neighborhood saloon 
is a place for good, hometown conver-
sation and company, as well as offering 
great service and a clean environment.  
Lagoda’s motto is “Good people and good 
times.”  If you’re in the neighborhood, 
stop in at Lagoda’s Saloon, 109 South 
Broadway, South Amboy, or call Ray or 
Anne at 732-727-4134.

CARDINAL 
MCCARRICK/ST. 

MARY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL 

GOLF OUTING 
September 9th is the date for the 4th 

Annual Golf Outing benefiting Cardinal Mc-
Carrick/St. Mary’s High School at Glenwood 
Country Club in Old Bridge, NJ. 

Golfers will tee up at 9:30 AM that Mon-
day for a fee of $125 which is all-inclusive 
from breakfast, box lunches to a full dinner 
reception provided courtesy of the Ria Mar 
Restaurant and on-course beverages. Cart 
and green fees are included. Sponsorships 
start at $100 with promotional benefits.

Proceeds from this event provide finan-
cial aid to needy students, strengthen the 
excellence of school programs, maintain 
facilities and increase athletic and extra-
curricular programs. For more info, call 
732-721-0748 ext. 243 or register online at 
www.CardinalMcCarrick.com by September 
14th. All are welcome.

Vacation Bible 
School

The First Presbyterian Church of Sayre-
ville is looking for travellers,  ages pre-school 
(3) to entering 6th grade as we take “Paul’s 
Dangerous Journey to Share the Truth.”    
We will be sharing the journey from August 
19th to August   23rd,  6:00-8:30pm at the 
church-172 Main Street, Sayreville- directly 
across from the Borough Hall.  The cost is 
$15 per child.  Deadline for registration is 
August 1st.   Please call Mary at 732-651-
5952 for information or to register.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.S.
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1948
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville’s Class of ’48 dedicated its 
yearbook to “Freedom.”  Crawford Lance 
was principal, and some of the faculty in-
cluded Margaret Shaver, Leonard Willinger, 
Carmelita Lucitt, Beatrice Sperber.  Grace 
Kreiger was the Yearbook Advisor.

Theresa Strek was editor of the yearbook 
and also the school newspaper.  Senior Class 
officers were President -Donald Sica, Vice-
President-Richard Servis, Secretary-Theresa 
Strek, Treasurer-Ann Soberanski…

Two of the most popular songs on the 
show “Your Hit Parade,” were “Now Is The 
Hour” and also “Buttons And Bows…Some 
of the ’48 grads selected randomly were 
Helen Albert, Joan Boehm, Eleanor Bonus, 
Eileen Creed, Bernadine Czernikowski, 
Alvin DeFort, George Evanovich, Pauline 
Galebides, Bernard Garbowski, James Gro-
ver, Marie Kupsch, Donald Lasko, Andrew 
Lytkowski, Laverne McCutcheon, Dolores 
Michalik, Dolores Miklos, Regina Nowak, 
Richard Pavlik, Ray Podbelski, Charles 
Prusik, Florence Rojewski, Edward Shy-
manski, Janet Smigelsky, Evelyn Sugrue, 

Alfred Waxmunsky…
Top movies in 1948 were “Hamlet,” 

“Johnny Belinda” starring Jane Wyman, 
“The Treasure of the Sierra Madre” starring 
Humphrey Bogart…While back at Sayre-
ville, the school play was held Dec. 19th and 
20th, 1947 before a packed house…

On the sports scene, the superb football 
team finished with a perfect (8-0) record and 
were awarded the NJSIAA championship 
based on their stellar showing…Some of 
the Bombers fabulous senior athletes were 
Arthur Bailey, Edwin Chudkowski, Stan-
ley Brys, Henry and Rich Constantineau, 
Paul Emmons, Anthony Gaspich, Edward 
Jastrebski, Walter Kwitkowski, Philip Mc-
Cutcheon, Edward Pytel, Edward Samuel, 
Walter Swiderski, Edward Szot, Leonard 
Tischler, Michael Wos, and Henry Za-
lewski…Irene Kurczeski was Captain of the 
cheerleaders, and Ann Soberanski was Drum 
Majorette…Extra-curricular activities and 
clubs included Twirlers, Home Economics, 
Biology, Air Navigation, Craft, Sub Deb, 
Library, Greggites, Glee, Band, Journalism, 
Photography, Office Practice, and Art…

At graduation time 1948, Nat King 
Cole’s “Nature Boy” was the top song in the 
country… The “Cold War” was here…Mo-
handas Gandhi was assassinated in New 
Dehli…Television was here, along with 7 
inch scree TV’s and rooftop antennas…In 
November, 1948, when the Class of ’48 was 
out on their own in the big, wide world, Harry 
Truman won the presidential election…A 
great year for a memorable class! 

Auxiliary Officers
Sworn In

Sayreville residents recently sworn in 
as auxiliary officers of the Sayreville Police 
Dept. were Trey Wilson, Nicole Scanlon, 
Joseph Michals, Jelena Dirito, Glenn 
Wagner, Victor Ramirez, Nicholas Kahse, 
Travis Taylor, Jonathan Brusich, Brian 
Benitez, Michael Pirigyi, Kyle Fuentes.  
Congratulations! 

Campers at the South Amboy Y are having a great summer so far! They had a blast 
participating in Camp Olympics, celebrating the 4th of July, taking field trips to Round Valley 
and Turtle Back Zoo, and so much more. All of our camp photos can be found at www.
facebook.com/southamboyy. (Photo./Info Submitted)
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about everything involving the city, Mary 
Lou was there volunteering, whether it be 
the street fairs, fireworks, or tree lighting 
at Christmas.  Her contributions were end-
less.  She touched so many lives over the 
years—we were very lucky and blessed to 
have had her as long as we did.  She was 
a part of our city, our community, and our 
family, for we were all considered family 
to her.  Life will go on, but it will be just a 
little sadder without Mary Lou.  We need to 
thank the Lord for giving her to us and our 
prayers go out to her and her family.”

Councilman Michael “Mickey”Gross 
stated, “She was a true, dedicated City of 
South Amboy employee, who loved every-
one.  She will be greatly missed.”

DeBlis was loved and respected by so 
many, and a testimony of that feeling was 

Remembering Mary Lou DeBlis
(Continued from page 1)

found on Facebook, where she was praised 
by hundreds of friends whose lives she 
touched through the years.  Many described 
her in one or two words, which showed the 
tremendous influence and impact she had 
on the City of South Amboy.  Some of the 
descriptions offered by her countless friends 
were: “Legend, South Amboy, kindhearted, 
unforgettable, friend, selfless, role-model, 
icon, supportive, loving, amazing, extraordi-
nary, devoted, loyal, inspirational, beautiful 
(inside & out), dedicated, mentor.”  

Mary Lou loved the Recreation Dept., 
she was a people person, who truly enjoyed 
working with the children, adults, and se-
niors of South Amboy, and took personal 
pride in her Summer Arts & Crafts program 
counselors.  They in turn felt a special bond 
with their “Boss” as well.    Counselor Ally 
Keegan said, “She was always around and 

treated all counselors and children like her 
own.  She put her heart and soul into recre-
ation in South Amboy.  South Amboy has 
lost a great person.”

Rosanne Cross-Savoi, owner of 
O’Ireland said, “I will miss her.  It was a 
very sad day for our city.”

After working as her Assistant Director 
of Recreation for 23 years, I found that she 
was very patient and caring, loved her fam-
ily dearly, and was outstanding in handling 
people, all types of people, in any kind of situ-
ation.  She was also amazing at organizing, 
directing, and overseeing the City of South 
Amboy’s successful recreation program.   
Mary Lou was also South Amboy’s biggest 
Bon Jovi fan, and you can bet she will have 
a front row seat in heaven for his New Jersey 
concert this weekend.   May God Bless Mary 
Lou Thomas DeBlis always!
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Summer fun-Youngsters keep cool in the pool at Burke’s Park in Sayreville, as temperatures 
soared to 100 degrees.  Over 350 Sayreville children signed up for this year’s popular Parks 
& Recreation Summer Program.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Golden Rule Christian Center located on Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy is proud to 
present the Preschool Class of 2013.  On June 20th, the Center held its graduation/moving 
up ceremony, where seven of the Preschoolers graduated and are ready for their new 
adventures into Kindergarten.  The Golden Rule Christian Center wishes the students the 
best of luck on their new adventures!  (Photo/info submitted) 

Win Tickets For 2014
Football Championship Game

The South Amboy Fire Dept. 125th An-
niversary Committee is presenting a raffle 
to attend the football game of the year at 
MetLife Stadium!  The fundraiser has only 
500 tickets for sale, and the cost is $50 per 
chance.  Tickets may be purchased from any 
South Amboy Fire Dept. member, and the 
winner will be drawn on Jan. 1, 2014 at 5 

p.m.  The winner will receive 4 tickets to the 
2014 Championship Game 2/2/14; limousine 
transportation to and from the game; food 
& drink before the game; lots of other fun 
extras!  Winner does not need to be present 
at drawing.  No substitution of prize.  For 
more info contact Michael Toth, SAFD-Eng. 
7 at 908-930-3497 or inquire via Email to: 
SAFD125th@gmail.com.

Blood Drive July 28
There will be a Blood Drive at St. 

Mary’s on Sunday, July 28 from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m.  Please bring identification and re-
member to eat before you donate.  Donors 
should be at least 17 years of age, weigh 
at least 110 pounds, and be in good health.  
Homemade goodies will be served, walk-ins 
are welcome!  Call Sue at 732-220-7077 
for details.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -T.B.

Vincent Lee, 5, of South Amboy is fascinated by the Albino Gopher Snake held by Wildlife 
Educator Jenny of “The Lizard Guys.”  A crowd of 105 attended the interesting and fun 
event at Dowdell Library in South Amboy.  Snakes, lizards and turtles were viewed and 
enjoyed by all.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   July 27, 2013  7



       July 27, 2013   South Amboy-Sayreville Times8

The Golden Rule Christian Center would 
like to take this opportunity to introduce the 
new Director of the Preschool and Daycare, 
Ashley Woods.  Ashley started working at the 
Golden Rule Christian Center on June 3rd.
She is a recent graduate of Kean University, 
where she earned a B.A. in Elementary 
Education and Psychology.  Ashley is a life-
long South Amboy resident.  Over the past 
3 ½ years, she has worked at a local South 
Amboy school.  While at the school, she 
worked as an Extended Day Teacher and 
a Substitute Teacher for Pre-K—5th grade.  
She is dedicated to the field of education 
and loves spending time with the children.  
Congratulations and Best of Luck, Ashley!

Dowdell Library 
Foundation Gives 

Grant for Xbox 
Galaxy Program, 
Sponsors DVD 

Drive
The library is not just for books!  The 

Dowdell Library offers South Amboy Li-
brary patrons a full selection of entertainment 
– DVDs, music CDs, and e-games, including 
a Wii club for kids.

Now, thanks to a grant from the Dowdell 
Library Foundation, the library will be able 
to provide a new Xbox program that will be 
paired with the library’s HDTV.  Summer 
Xbox programs for teens and adults are 
planned and a Master’s Xbox Tournament 
is scheduled for the fall.

“The library serves as center of culture 
and entertainment for South Amboy,” noted 
Mimi Pichey, President of the Dowdell Li-
brary Foundation.  “We are pleased to make 
this grant based on the strong support we 
have received from the community.”

A media drive for the library is currently 
in progress.  Bring your DVDs, CDs, and 
e-games in good condition to the Dowdell 
Library at 100 Harold Hoffman Plaza, South 
Amboy (adjacent to the South Amboy High 
School).  Your generous contributions will 
enable the library to increase its resources.  
For library hours, please call 732-721-6060 
or go to www.dowdell.org.  To schedule a 
pick-up for larger collections, please contact 
Grace at 732-721-6592.

All donations are fully tax deductible 
and the Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call 732-316-1078.

Ed Campbell of South Amboy, his wife Pam and daughter Meg recently went to Arizona 
and visited the site of the fire that killed 19 “Hot Shot” firemen.  Ed reported that, “We met 
a fireman Kevin, who was in charge of escorting people to the site in Yarnell, and also hand 
made the memorial picture frames at the site.  He made them without power tools and they 
were impressive.  We also spoke at length with an onsite EMT Jace, who is on the list to be 
a “Hot Shot” fireman.  It was a very profound and emotional time for all of us.  The kindness 
and patience they showed us will never be forgotten.  We also left a South Amboy Fire 
Dept. patch in Prescott at the memorial fence outside “House 7” “Hot Shot” Headquarters 
for the 19 heroes who died.  Attached to the patch, I wrote the words, “From our house to 
your house, God Bless you all!  South Amboy,  New Jersey.” (Photo Submitted)

Sister Mary Gomolka recently returned to New 
Jersey after spending 8 months at Jerusalem 
in Israel teaching.  Welcome home, Sister 
Mary!  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Join a Cause for Community
Amanda Rushnak, South Amboy Branch YMCA

When dealing with life’s daily demands, 
people need a place to go where they can feel 
supported and receive help in trying times.  
A place where adults can find life balance, 
children can reach their full potential, se-
niors can be active and find camaraderie, 
and families can connect and strengthen 
relationships.  By becoming involved with 
the South Amboy Branch YMCA, individu-
als have the opportunity to improve their 
health and well-being and connect with the 
community, all while participating in their 
favorite program or activity at the Y.

“The South Amboy Y is a commu-
nity that is dedicated to helping individuals 
achieve a balance of spirit, mind and body,” 
said Executive Director, Sherrill Rudy.  “We 
encourage everyone to get involved by join-
ing the Y where they can take advantage of 
the resources and support to be healthy and 
connected.”

As a leading nonprofit committed to 
strengthening community through youth 

development, healthy living, and social 
responsibility, the Y seeks to ensure that 
everyone, regardless of age, income or 
background, has an opportunity to learn, 
grow and thrive.  To help more people benefit 
from the Y, the South Amboy Branch YMCA 
offers financial assistance through our Open 
Doors Membership Program.

The South Amboy Branch YMCA of-
fers a variety of programs to help achieve 
greater health and well-being, nurture youth 
and inspire individuals to give back to better 
their community.  Members are invited to 
participate in a wide variety of activities at 
the Y, ranging from group exercise classes, 
youth sports programs and swim lessons, to 
food drives, summer camp and teen clubs.  
To learn more about the South Amboy Y, 
please visit www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

Columbiettes Pasta 
Night

The Columbiettes of South Amboy 
will host Pasta Night on Friday, Sept. 27th, 
from 5:30-9 p.m. at South Amboy Knights 
of Columbus, 308 Fourth St.  Cost is $10 
per person, children under 7—FREE.  Pasta 
Night includes Spaghetti or Baked Ziti, Ital-
ian Sausage, Meatballs, Tossed Salad, Bread 
& Butter, choice of one beverage—Tap Beer, 
Wine or Soda, and dessert and coffee.  For 
info and tickets call Maria 917-617-8379 or 
Cheryl 732-727-1707.

Golden Rule Open 
House

August 3rd
Golden Rule Christian Center will be 

holding an Open House on Saturday, August 
3rd from 12-2 p.m.  at 815 Bordentown Ave., 
South Amboy.   There will be refreshments, 
a meet and greet with teachers and staff, and 
activities for children.  For more information 
call 732-721-3887.  

2014 New Attraction 
Announcement 

– August 29
Six Flags Great Adventure and its sister 

parks throughout North America will an-
nounce exciting plans for the 2014 season.  
Great Adventure will release details about 
a record-breaking addition that will surely 
top “must-do” lists next year.  Information, 
photos and video will be available at www.
sixflags.com/greatadventure

SAVE THE DATE  
SEPTEMBER 14, 

2013
The 1st annual “Angel on your Shoul-

der” 5K Walk/Run sponsored by the Sayre-
ville Association for Brain Injured Children 
and the Sayreville Recreation Department in 
memory of Rene Lajewski will take place in 
Kennedy Park, Washington Road, Sayreville, 
NJ on September 14, 2013 at 10:00am.  All 
proceeds will benefit the Sayreville Associa-
tion for Brain Injured Children (B.I.C.).  A 
tree planting ceremony dedicated to Rene’s 
friends at B.I.C. will take place prior to the 
walk.  For more information please call Ber-
nadine Lajewski at 732-257-3077.  Complete 
information will be available on Sayreville.
com in late July and August.
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Win A Plasma TV
The South Amboy Fire Department’s 

125th Anniversary Committee is holding a 
fundraiser drawing for a 51” Samsung Flat 
Screen Plasma TV.  Tickets are $5 each and 
can be purchased from any South Amboy 
Fire Dept. member.  You can also get tickets 
at the SAFD-Engine 7 Car Show on Aug. 

4.  The drawing will be held on Sept. 14.  
Winner does not have to be present at time 
of drawing.  No substitution of prize.  Have 
any questions, or need more info, contact 
Michael Geraltowski at 848-250-9903 or 
email: SAFD125th@gmail.com. 

On July 12, the South Amboy Y celebrated “Member & Staff Appreciation Day.” Everyone 
enjoyed cooling off from the heat with delicious Italian Ices from Maglione’s. (Photo./Info 
Submitted)

LIVESTRONG At The Y 
New Session in September

Cancer is a life-changing disease that 
takes a tremendous toll on a person, both 
physically and emotionally.  The Y and 
LIVESTRONG have joined forces to create 
LIVESTRONG at the YMCA, a research-
based physical activity and well-being initia-
tive designed to help adult cancer survivors 
achieve their holistic health goals.

The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 
be kicking off its next session with an ori-
entation on Wednesday, September 11, 2013 
at 6pm.  The session will then run from Sep-
tember 17 to December 12.  Throughout the 
free 12-week session, LIVESTRONG at the 

YMCA participants work with Y staff trained 
in supportive cancer care to safely achieve 
their goals.  These include building muscle 
mass and strength; increasing flexibility 
and endurance; and improving confidence 
and self-esteem.  By focusing on the whole 
person and not the disease, LIVESTRONG 
at the YMCA is helping people move beyond 
cancer in spirit, mind and body.

For  more  in format ion  about 
LIVESTRONG, please contact Debbie 
Martinez at 732-316-8223 or livestrong.-
southamboy@ymcaofmewsa.org.
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Bon Jovi Comes Home To Sayreville
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Jon Bon Jovi waves and acknowledges the warm reception from his hometown crowd. Bon Jovi  is greeted by (l-r) Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, New Jersey’s first lady Mary Pat 
Christie, and Governor Chris Christie.

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien adds a little humor while addressing crowd.  Seated (l-r) 
Fran O’Connor, Jon Bon Jovi, Governor Chris Christie.

Jon Bon Jovi speaks to Sayreville residents prior to presenting a $1 million check to Mary 
Pat Christie. 

opened, and Mayor Kennedy O’Brien fol-
lowed a welcoming committee to the area 
of the press conference.  Governor Christie 
and his wife Mary Pat were next, and when 
the music for “Who Says You Can’t Go 
Home” blared from the PA system, Jon 
Bon Jovi emerged from the Hall, waved 
and smiled to the cheers from the crowd of 
now over 300.

Mayor Kennedy O’Brien welcomed 
the crowd and then turned the podium over 
to Governor Chris Christie, who gave Jon a 
warm introduction, saying that “He has been 
there not only for the people of Sayreville, but 
all the people in New Jersey and New York 
who were impacted by the storm.  Despite 
all the enormous success and fame that Jon 
and his family have earned over the course of 
his career, they have never forgotten where 
they come from.”  He also called Bon Jovi 
“One of the talented people who make New 
Jersey, New Jersey.”

The governor then told the crowd that 
“You are among the toughest, grittiest people 
that this state has to offer.  I love Sayreville.  
We’ll see you again soon.”

 In Bon Jovi’s speech, he said, “It’s 
pretty cool to stand in front of Borough 
Hall, you know, 51 years later.  My being 
here is not political, it’s emotional.  I grew 
up here, went to school here, and met my 
wife here.  When I started playing at block 
dances here, I thought it was the big time.   
In days following the storm, when I visited 
streets and spoke to residents, one thought 
came to me time and time again—what can 
I do?  One of the residents said, ‘By using 
your voice, let people know that we’re still 
suffering.’  

So, I know that this million dollars 
sounds like a lot, but it’s really just a drop 
in the bucket.  I know that there are people 
still suffering, but what I like to call the 
power of we, coming together means you, 
me and us, we are taking a step today to 

Bon Jovi Comes Home
Donates $1M To Sandy NJ Relief Fund

(Continued from page 1)

rebuild lives.  For your time, inspiration, and 
making me who I am, I want to thank you 
all very much.”  He then presented Mary Pat 
Christie a check for $1 million from him, his 
wife Dorothea, and the band to the Hurricane 
Sandy New Jersey Relief Fund Inc., which 
Mary Pat chairs.  The first lady thanked Bon 
Jovi, and told the crowd how he has been 
a tremendous help to the Hurricane Sandy 
New Jersey Relief Fund.  She also said that 
over $38 million has been raised so far to 
help the people of New Jersey.

Fran O’Connor a resident of Weber 
Avenue and also spokesperson for the neigh-
borhood committee,   said that “Sayreville 
has a long history of severe and significant 
storms, but for the past three years, we have 
endured three monumentally disastrous 
floods.”  Her home was left uninhabitable 
by Hurricane Sandy.  She also mentioned 
that “Our homes are no longer a safe haven.”  
O’Connor thanked those who have come to 
their aid including Bon Jovi, and also thanked 
Christie and his administration for their 
“outstanding job over the past 8 months in 
their commitment to rebuild New Jersey in 
the aftermath of Sandy.  We thank Governor 
Christie for being our guiding light on our 
path to a safer destination.”  She thanked 
Mary Pat Christie as well for establishing 
the Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund.

Mayor Kennedy O’Brien was thrilled 
that the Borough was chosen as the location 
for this very important announcement.  “It’s 
a great day for Sayreville.  It’s a wonderful 
honor for us to have Jon Bon Jovi, Gov. 
Christie and Mrs. Christie choose our town 
to make this announcement.  I want to 
thank the three of them and in particular 
Jon for not forgetting where he’s from and 
for always being there, quietly and behind 
the scenes.”  

Donations to the Hurricane Sandy New 
Jersey Relief Fund may be made by going 
to: sandynjrelieffund.org.  
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Oliwa Wierzbicki proudly wears her medal 
for winning the Children’s Fun Run, as her 
mother looks on approvingly.

Dan McCrone (c), Chairman of the Frog Hollow 5K Race Committee congratulates Women’s 
Division Shannon McKenna (l), and Overall Champion Greg Kuczynski.

Angel On Your 
Shoulder

5K Walk/Run
The 1st Annual “Angel On Your 

Shoulder” 5K walk/run, sponsored by the 
Sayreville Association for Brain Injured 
Children and the Sayreville Recreation Dept. 
in memory of Rene Lajewski, will take place 
in Kennedy Park, on Sept. 14, at 10 a.m.  
All proceeds will benefit the Sayreville As-
sociation for Brain Injured Children (BI).  A 
tree planting ceremony dedicated to Rene’s 
friends at BIC will take place prior to the 
walk.  For more info, please call Bernadine 
Lajewski at 732-257-3077.
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Summer Fun-South Amboy Recreation Dept. Summer Arts & Crafts program began on July 
1st, with over 160 children registered.  Some of the youngsters took a break from Sports 
Day to pose for this picture.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

ANOTHER “AAAH HAH!!” MOMENT
By Elaine Holton Scott

Long ago, in a time before credit cards, 
manufacturers’ coupons, bar codes and scan-
ners, going food shopping was a lot less 
“arithmetically challenging.”  Even with the 
cashiers manually punching in the prices of 
each and every item at time of check-out, 
often hitting the wrong keys while doing 
it, shopping wasn’t as stressful as it is now.  
At least it’s that way for me because I like 
knowing how much I’m getting for my 
money…exactly what the manufacturers 
really don’t seem to want us to know.

Recently, when I picked up a jar of 
mayonnaise, “something” seemed different.  
Looking at the familiar shape of the jar, I 
suddenly thought, “Aaah hah!!  They did it 
again!!”  Putting on a pair of eye glasses, I 
checked the weight contents and saw I was 
right.  The standard 32 ounces in mayonnaise 
jars had been reduced to 30 ounces.  A loss 
of 2 ounces in content doesn’t sound like 
much but over time it is, adding up to huge 
profits for the manufacturer.

This wasn’t my first “Aaah hah!!” mo-
ment.  I had one a few years ago with cran-
berry sauce.  “14 ounces!!!  Now when did 
this happen??!!” I remember asking myself, 
while I held the shrunken looking can in my 
hand.  If manufacturers could join forces to 
reduce, at the very same time, the weight 
contents of our oh-so American cranberry 
sauce while also increasing the price, then, 
nothing was sacred any longer.  

There was a time when people used to 
say they needed to buy a “pound of coffee.”  
That was the size of all coffee cans years 

ago.   Larger sized cans would be marketed 
later, around the same time in the 1970’s 
when the first decreases in coffee weight 
began…first in the decaf brands before 
spreading to regular strength coffees.  Like 
a domino effect, the shrinkage spread to just 
about everything in our grocery carts.

Reducing weight contents while main-
taining the familiar shape of the product’s 
packaging, as was done with mayonnaise 
jars, is but one technique used to “fool” the 
consumer.  Using the metric system is another 
“tactic” meant to cause consumer confusion 
over exactly how much weight the packaged 
product contains.  Then, there’s product siz-
ing. Individual serving sizes for packaged 
products abound now on store shelves, 
while soft drink manufacturers keep filling 
store shelves with tinier bottles and cans of 
soda.  Of course, smaller sizes cost far more 
per ounce than larger sizes, and that’s why 
they’re being so aggressively marketed.  

I find it very surprising that in our still 
depressed economy, so many consumers 
(usually young ones) are even willing to 
spend hard earned cash on excessively high 
priced items.  As a matter of fact, who would 
have ever believed that any sane person 
would pay $5 for one little ole cupcake and 
almost the same amount for coffee served 
in a paper container??!!   Looks like the 
food manufacturers saw this willingness 
by the consumer to buy no matter what the 
cost, and they had their own “Aaah hah!!” 
moment!

The South Amboy Artsfest and Street 
Fair Committee need your help...

We are looking for individuals who are 
willing to contribute to the day’s festivities.  
Individuals with a sense of community and 
a love of the arts are needed to help in this 
community event.  

The South Amboy Artsfest provides a 
day for demonstrations, performances and 
hands on activities for the community to 
enjoy. It also provides a venue for local artists 
to display and sell their art and performers 

to show off their talent. To contribute to this 
community event through exhibiting and/or 
performing an art form, demonstrating and/or 
displaying a traditional craft,  helping with 
our hands-on activities and/or other organi-
zational aspects of the day, please contact 
us at: events@southamboynj.gov with the 
following information.

You can also call 732.525.5932 

Softball Teams Sought  
Teams are being sought for the Middle-

sex County Parks and Recreation Office’s 
Fall Slo-Pitch Softball Leagues. All leagues 
begin play in late August.

Applications and payment are due by 
August 2 and are accepted on a first come, 
first served basis. Final team rosters are due 
no later than Sept. 20. 

There will be five separate leagues. 
The Men’s Monday Doubleheader 

League games start at 6:30 p.m.  Games are 
played at Thomas A. Edison Park in Edison 
and Warren Park in Woodbridge.  There may 
also be a few games at Raritan Bay Park in 
South Amboy.

The entrance fee is $325, with an ad-
ditional $100 refundable forfeit fee. Umpire 
fees are $22 per team, per game.

The Men’s Tuesday Doubleheader 
League games start at 6:30 p.m.  Games are 
played at Thomas A. Edison Park in Edison 
and Warren Park in Woodbridge. There may 
also be a few games at Raritan Bay Park in 
South Amboy.

The entrance fee is $325, with an ad-
ditional $100 refundable forfeit fee. Umpire 
fees are $22 per team, per game.

The Wednesday Co-Ed Softball League 
games start at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.  
Games are played at Thomas A. Edison Park 
in Edison and Warren Park in Woodbridge. 
There may also be a few games at Raritan 
Bay Park in South Amboy.

 The entrance fee is $325, with an ad-
ditional $100 refundable forfeit fee. Umpire 
fees are $22 per team, per game.

The Thursday Co-Ed Softball League 
games start at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays.  
Games are played at Thomas A. Edison Park 
in Edison and Warren Park in Woodbridge. 
There may also be a few games at Raritan 
Bay Park in South Amboy.

The entrance fee is $325, with an ad-
ditional $100 refundable forfeit fee. Umpire 
fees are $22 per team, per game.

The Sunday Morning Ladies League 
games start at 10:30 a.m.  Games are played 
at Warren Park in Woodbridge.

The entrance fee is $175, with an ad-
ditional $100 refundable forfeit fee. Umpire 
fees are $22 per team, per game.

All league information (schedules, rules, 
bulletins, updated scores and standings) can 
be found on the league Web site:  www.
ss.sportspilot.com/middlesexcountyparks

Send application, rosters and checks, 
made payable to Treasurer-Middlesex 
County, to: Middlesex County Parks and 
Recreation Office Attn: Erin Carroll, PO 
Box 661, New Brunswick NJ 08903.

Applications can also be returned in per-
son to the office located at 1030 River Road 
in Piscataway between the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. weekdays.  For more information, 
call 732-745-4222 or 732-745-3900 or e-mail 
erin.carroll@co.middlesex.nj.us
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Gone Fishin’

Jaclyn Marottoli of Sayreville proudly shows her Mahi Mahi, which was 62 inches and 
weighed 60 lbs.  She caught it while fishing on the Ola sport fishing boat in Aruba with her 
husband Pete Marottoli.  (Photo submitted)

Rick Shingola, formerly of South Amboy holds up his beautiful 25 lb. striped bass caught 
recently near the bridge by Atlantic Highlands.  (Photo submitted)

Striped Bass fishing has slowed down a bit in the bay since the Blues 
are appearing, but James Stewart of Sayreville managed to catch a 
35 lb. striped bass while fishing from the party boat, “Michele Ann” 
out of Shark River.  (Photo/info submitted by Joe Lotkowictz)

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Party Boat Bluefish trips which were 

very good took a nosedive. In the past few 
weeks very few Bluefish were caught.  It 
was so bad that some boats turned to bot-
tom fishing for Fluke and Sea Bass so that 
they could catch something.  The good news 
is that the big Blues are being caught, but 
way off shore, some 30 miles out and better.  
Hopefully they will come inshore. Bay surf 
fishing is spotty with a few small Bluefish 
being caught. Bay and ocean Fluke fishing 
so far has been good. Ocean fishing has pro-
duced Fluke weighing 8 to 13 pounds. Ocean 
Surf fishing is mostly Kingfish and Blowfish 
with a few Blues and an occasional Striper. 
In Barnegat Bay some of the Blowfish are 
huge with some big Kingfish, some small 
Blues and a few good sized Weakfish and 
Fluke which are mostly shorts.  Spots are 
everywhere. Croakers have shown up too 

in the Shrewsbury River and Pews Creek 
jetties in Port Monmouth. Big Cow Nose 
Rays have appeared off Keyport and even 
in the Shrewsbury River giving anglers a 
few surprises. Party Boat bottom fishing 
for Ling and Sea Bass is very good with a 
few Cod and a handful of Whiting which 
we haven’t seen in years.

Fresh Water
Bass, Pickerel and Pan Fish are the catch 

all over the state.  The recent rains have 
been good for those people after Catfish, 
especially in the Delaware River. There are 
still Trout around as my wife and I discov-
ered while fishing the Pequest in mid June.  
The water was high and murky. I didn’t do 
anything but she caught a Rainbow and lost 
2 more. I tried Peapack Brook for an hour 
or so on the last Saturday in June catching 
2 Trout, a Brown and a Brookie and a small 
Sunfish.
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WWW.?

Does this look familiar to you?  If you think you 
know what and where it is, or was, send your 
answer to: satimes@aol.com.  Good luck!

June Winners
The correct answer to last month’s 

Mystery Photo was any of the following: 
The Refreshment/Concession Stand at the 
South Amboy Boat Club; The Snack Shop 
at the South Amboy Boat Club; The Snack 
Stand at the South Amboy Boat Club.

The big winners for June, who correctly 
identified the building were Chuck Pick-
ard, Marian Mills, Bill & Pat Scully, Mary 
Szaro, Charlie Lukie, W. Tom Kross, Lisa 
Grankowski, Cliff Connors, Bill Madeline, 
Dennis McCloud, Robert Wojtkowiak, T.J. 
Albanese, John Drahos, Glenn Kreiger, 
Tony & Peggy Mocarski, Gary Poland, 
Joan Fulham, Estelle Pluskota, and Bruce 
Grankowski, who said, “The building had 
many uses.  It was a storage building in the 
winter, and an outside party area during the 
summer.  Congratulations to all!

There were 2 incorrect submissions: 
the Morgan Marina Boat Sales & Store, 
and another contestant simply stated, “The 
building was at the old Boat Club site.”  This 
was too vague of an answer. 

Mystery Solved?
Last month, Ed Bender sent a letter try-

ing to get help in identifying what he called a 
“driveway or loading dock” on Bordentown 
Ave. in Sayreville directly across the Madi-
son Park First Aid Squad.  Frank Woods sent 
the following e-mail to The SA Times that 
should clear up the mystery.  

“Ron Burkshot of Sayreville remembers 
this loading platform.  He says that there was a 
rail spur that backed up to that platform.  The 
wooden extension has long disappeared.  He 
and his father used to dump dirt at that spot 
which was then shoveled into rail cars.”

Thank you Frank for getting this 
information from Ron, and our thanks to 
him also.

Hi Tom!
Enjoyed reading 
about Komar’s 
where several 
of my aunts 
and my mother 
worked.  My mom, 
Mary Kuc Adamecs 
and her sister Ceil Kuc Lacko worked 
at Komar in the QC/Garment Inspection 
Dept.  They both recall doing their jobs at 
Komar and Sons.  
Thanks for the most interesting article.  I 
would accompany mom to many public 
sales Komar’s had in a separate facility in 
South Amboy.  What beautiful garments 
these workers produced!
Keep up the good work Tom.
Rita Adamecs Sheehan Swan Hill Truck 

Driver?
Last month we ran a photo of a Swan 

Hill Ice & Coal Co. truck under the title of 
“Past Business,” and asked if anyone could 
identify the man driving the vehicle.  Lillian 
Gunderson Frederickson said that , “ I lived 
at 122 Henry St. in the 30’s and the driver 
of the truck I believe is Edward Larsen, 
my uncle.  I remember my mother, Hattie 
Larsen Gunderson putting signs in the front 
window for ice.  That picture brings back so 
many memories.”

Donna Read Biamonte said, “The pic-
ture of the man in the Swan Hill Ice & Coal 
truck is my great great uncle Ed Larsen, who 
worked there his entire life.  My mother San-
dra Sumski Read remembers him delivering 
coal to her house when she was a little girl 
living on Gereghty St. in Morgan.”

Emma  Sumski said, “The man driv-
ing the truck is my uncle Edward Larsen, 
who worked for Swan Hill all of his life 
delivering ice and coal.  I know this for a 
fact because he delivered coal to our home 
many times.”

Volkswagen At 
Annabel’s

Kelly Wolff thinks she knows who 
owned the Volkswagen that appeared in the 
Annabel’s photo a couple months ago.  “The 
Volkswagen may have been owned by my 
father Ken Krass.  He owned a ’69 white 
Volkswagen and hung out at Annabel’s in 
’74,” she said.

Key Food owner Nasser Nasser (2nd from right) presents a check for $2500.00 to members 
of American Legion Post #62 to help with the rebuilding of the Legion’s headquarters in 
South Amboy. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Ed Paczkowski (l) makes the first purchase at Key Food. Store owner Nasser Nasser (r) 
was more than happy to ring up his first customer.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Key Food Opens
In South Amboy

(Continued from page 1)
the same distributors and buyers as 

Foodtown did, and the home delivery service 
will also continue.  In addition, the store’s 
liquor store will be open for business.  Some 
of the many changes and improvements 
customers will find at Key Food include 
a wider produce aisle, expanded dairy and 
frozen foods sections, plus prepared meals 
and additional hot food will be found at the 
deli counter.  Other new additions to the 
store are the LED lighting inside, and new 
signs, roof, floors, and ceiling.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony was very 
happy for the new owners and staff, and yet 
emotional for Paczkowski, whose father 
Frank Paczkowski started the family-busi-
ness, which was originally named Frank’s 
Market in 1928.  Mayor Fred Henry ad-
dressed the crowd, saying, “This is a great day 
for South Amboy.  We’re looking forward for 
these people to be a part of the community.  
Ed Paczkowski and his family served the 
community for 84 years.”  He also directed 
comments to the new owner Nasser Nasser.  
“They’re great people, and we’re looking 
forward for them to serve the community.  
It’s been a long time coming.”

Nasser quickly came forth to help the 
community by generously donating a check 
for $2,500 to American Legion Luke A. 
Lovely Post #62, South Amboy to go towards 
its “Raise The Roof For Post 62.” The fund 
drive, is being held to help the Legion raise 
enough money to build a new home, since 
the longtime David Street structure was 
severely damaged and made uninhabitable 
by Hurricane Sandy.

Locals Comment After First Shop-
ping Experience At Key Food  

 Joan Gorczyca of South Amboy wel-
comed the store.  “Finally, we have a store 
in town.  It’s a pleasure to have this.  I’m 
tired of shopping elsewhere.  I’m only 2 
blocks away.  It feels like I’m home!  Another 
South Amboy shopper Virginia Stillwagon 
echoed those thoughts.  “I’m very happy I 

can get in my car and not go far.  I’m looking 
forward to shopping here.”  Marlene Smith 
of South Amboy said, “I’m celebrating my 
birthday today.  I feel great it’s open.  It’s 
convenient.”

Sonny Sabine of South Amboy loves the 
new store.  “It’s very clean.  There’s more 
of a quantity and quality, and more choices.  
The meat selection is tremendous.  They 
have a lot of sales, and they’re going to do 
well.”  Dee Haberman of South Amboy is 
glad to see former Foodtown workers back 
at Key Food.  “I love them all.  I love to see 
the familiar faces.”

William Keller of South Amboy said, 
“I used to come in the other store and they 
had Kraft Hot Barbeque sauce.  They have 
it here and nowhere else.”  Pauline D’Amico 
of South Amboy was jubilant.  “It’s like 7th 
heaven!  It’s beautiful!  I like the selections.  
It’s clean and close.”

Another shopper who wished to remain 
anonymous stated that, “If they provide 
good products at a reasonable cost, they 
will succeed.”

The wait was long, over 8 months, but 
local shoppers have already found that it 
was well-worth it.  Key Food is just what 
the doctor ordered for the countless locals 
who prefer nearby, convenient shopping.  
Business is booming, and area residents 
always come away with a smile on their 
faces after purchasing quality items at rea-
sonable prices. 

Eighty-four years was a long and suc-
cessful run for Frank’s Market/ Foodtown, 
and we extend our sincere congratulations 
and a big thank you to Ed Paczkowski and 
his family for all they’ve done, and what 
they’ve  meant to the local communities 
through the years. 

We would also like to offer a warm wel-
come with congratulations and best wishes 
to Nasser Nasser and everyone at Key Food 
for a great future, and  many, successful years 
at the South Amboy location!

South Amboy Elks No. 784 presented a Certificate of Excellence and a check for $2000 
from the Elks National Foundation to Veterans Post No. 62 “SANDY RELIEF FUND” to help 
rebuild their Home that was lost due to “Super Storm Sandy”  on Sunday, June 23rd. In 
the photo from left to right is ER Joyce Medvar, Post Veteran Chair Phyllis Letteriello, Post 
Commander Bob Sekerak, and ENF Chair Valentine Tarr.

FREE Kaplan PSAT 
Prep Test

Kaplan will be offering a FREE PSAT 
preparation test at Sayreville Public Li-
brary on Friday, August 9, from 10:00AM 
to 12:30PM! This two and one half-hour 
practice PSAT test will show students what 
to expect in a test-like environment. The 
test results are returned to students via email 
within 2 weeks of the event. REGISTERED 
STUDENTS NEED TO BRING A # 2 PENCIL 
& A CALCULATOR.  PLEASE ARRIVE BY 
9:45AM! Register by calling Alaina at 732-
727-0212 ex. 25 or email her at alainad@
lmxac.org.
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Danny J. DiPoalo, who has proudly served the Borough of Sayreville as a volunteer for 100 
years of combined services, proudly sits by some of his most prized possessions.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

The Ultimate Volunteer:  Danny J. 
DiPoalo Has Served Sayreville 100 Years

By Tom Burkard
One of the Lord’s greatest blessings 

upon the Borough of Sayreville was when 
Danny J. DiPoalo and his wife Lorraine 
moved to town in 1957.  He has served the 
community faithfully as a firefighter for 
57 years and counting, as well as being an 
elected and very dedicated Board of Educa-
tion member for 43 years, retiring in 2006, for 
a grand total of an incredible 100 years!

DiPoalo was born in Elizabeth, raised 
in the Genoa section of Old Bridge, and 
attended Matawan High School as a fresh-
man and sophomore.  His family moved to 
Keyport and he finished high school there.  
Danny excelled in 4 sports at both schools, 
and recalled beating a talented Hoffman 
High team when he was a frosh, “They had 
John Kovaleski, “Skeets” Skarzynski, and 
other good players, but we won 7-4 and I 
pitched the whole game,” he said.  He once 
had a tryout at a New York Yankees camp in 
Lakewood, with Hall-of-Famer Lefty Gomez 
in charge of the 1,000 baseball hopefuls.   A 
talented running back in football, he was All-
Shore, and All-State in his senior year.  Danny 
recalled playing for Keyport in a big game 
against his old team, Matawan,  “There was 
no score with 2 seconds left, and I blocked 
a kick, picked up the ball and scored the 
touchdown, and we won 7-0.  Keyport and 
Matawan had an intense rivalry back then, 
and this was the first time in 20 or 30 years 
that Keyport beat Matawan.”

A ’51 Keyport HS graduate, he went 
on to serve in the U.S. Army from 1952-54, 
serving in the Korean War Conflict, and was 
honorably discharged as a Corporal.  Fol-
lowing his departure from the military, he 
became partners with his brother John in the 
Morgan Lumber Co. in ’54.  They owned 
the company until 1996, when an automotive 
shop bought their property.  “We had a good 
business going, and raised a family.  It was 
hard work,” he said.

In 1959, he founded the Morgan Pan-
thers Pop Warner football team.  “I had about 
60 kids in my living room and gave them all 
soda and cupcakes, and that was when we 
organized.  I got the kids involved in naming 
the team and choosing the colors which were 
black and gold.  I started the team by myself 
and was the only coach for about a year, then 
other guys started helping such as George 
Kierst, Tom Wisniewski, and Vern James.  We 
joined the Jersey Shore Pop Warner League, 
where we started playing officially in 1962, 
and then some other leagues.  I stayed with 
the Panthers for about 5 years, until I was 
elected to the Board of Education.  My wife 
Lorraine was the first cheerleaders coach, and 
she did that for about 10-15 years.  Danny 
also served as President of the Panthers.  
Through the generosity of Morgan Lumber 
Co., the Panthers had brand new uniforms 
and equipment.  He also became involved 
volunteering to coach in the Morgan Little 
League and also the Babe Ruth League.

DiPoalo ran for the Sayreville Board of 
Education in 1963, and won every election 
up until he retired in 2006 after 43 years of 
serving the residents of the Borough.  In 
addition, he served as Board President 6 
times.   At the time, he was the longest serv-
ing Board of Education member in the state 
of New Jersey.   At his last meeting, he was 
presented with an official Sayreville Bomb-
ers game shirt by Coach George Najjar for 
his supporting the team, and never missing 
a game in 43 years.    

When asked what he enjoyed most 
about serving on the Board of Education, 
he said, “You’re working with the Board of 
Education, not directly with the kids.  You’re 
working for the kids.  You’ve got to keep that 
in mind, at all times you’re working for them.  
I would always pass a budget, because that’s 
where kids are going to get their pencils, 
and books to learn.  I was always in favor 
of the budget, but always kept the taxpayers 
in mind too.”  During his tenure, two new 
schools were built, and he suggested one be 
named after President Eisenhower, who had 
recently died around that time, and the other 
for President Truman, also around the time 
when he passed away.  Both suggestions were 
approved, and Sayreville had an Eisenhower 
School, and a Truman School.

Danny recalled serving on the Board 
with “Some real good Board members that 
were on there for a long, long time, including 
Doug Cowan, Kevin Ciak, Barbara Ander-
son, Elaine Kubacz, and Ray Nakielny.  I’m 
probably leaving some out.”

In the mid-1980’s he was interviewed 
by a reporter for Channel 2 news regarding 
a motion he made at a Board of Education 
meeting.  DiPoalo said that he was proud of 
the motion he made to give students a daily 
moment of silence in the morning before 
classes start.  The board approved his mo-
tion, and it started in Sayreville, even after 
the Supreme Court ruled that there would 
be no more prayer in public schools.   The 
moment of silence continues to this day in 
Sayreville.

He joined the Morgan Hose & Chemical 
Company in 1956.  “A couple years later my 
brother John became Chief.”  Danny rose to 
the rank of Captain during his illustrious fire 
fighting career.

He recalled many big fires, at Hercules, 
and brush fires, but one he’ll never forget 
was “One really bad fire in Sayreville.  We 
lost 3 people, and found them later.  That 
was the saddest thing I ever saw.”

DiPoalo once saved the life of Fire 
Chief Bob Wait.  They were both climbing 
a ladder to the roof of a home, while others 
battled the flames on the first floor.  The 
roof began to cave in under the Chief, so 
DiPoalo reached for him as he started fall-
ing through.  “I grabbed him and with two 
hands I got him out of there.  I wasn’t even 
thinking of myself,” he stated.

Keyport High School never forgot how 
special Danny J. DiPoalo was to them, and 
he was inducted into the school’s Hall of 
Fame in 2003, and not just for his athletic 
prowess.   He was also President of his 
senior class, and the HOF committee also 
recognized what he did after high school as 
equally important, namely with the Board 
of Education, and his years as a firefighter, 
as well as all the other activities.

Danny said he is most proud of “The 
school board.  I was there so long.  I feel 
that was my greatest achievement, helping 
kids.  I went to all the school activities, not 
just football games, but Field Hockey, other 
sports, plays and much more.”  He also served 
as the Chairman of the Athletic Committee 
for almost his entire time on the Board.

Danny J. and Lorraine DiPoalo were 
married for 56 years and have two children 
Danny and Donna, and two grandchildren, 
Matthew and Nicholas.

(Continued on page 21)
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Music Trivia
Girls Names

By Tom Burkard
1.__Susan a. John Denver
2.__Angie b. Toto
3.__Donna c. Ricky Nelson
4.__Sarah Smile d. The Rolling Stones
5.__Alice Long e. Ritchie Valens
6.__Jenny Take A Ride f. The Buckinghams
7.__Christine Sixteen g. Hall & Oates
8.__Hello Mary Lou h. Jan & Dean 
9.__Judy In Disguise i. Mitch Ryder & The Detroit Wheels
10._Annie’s Song j. Buddy Holly
11._Diana k. Chuck Berry
12._Rosanna l. John Fred & His Playboy Band
13._Carol m. Tommy Boyce & Bobby Hart
14._Peggy Sue n. Kiss
15._Linda o. Paul Anka

Answers
1f 2d 3e 4g 5m 6i 7n 8c 9l 10a 11o 12b 13k 14j 15h.

#1 Pop Hits-July 27
2004-Confessions Part II-Usher
1998-The Boy Is Mine-Brandy & Monica
1983-Every Breath You Take-The Police
1970-Close To You-The Carpenters
1962-Roses Are Red-Bobby Vinton

#1 Country Hits-
July 27

2002-The Good Stuff-Kenny Chesney
1995-Any Man Of Mine-Shania Twain
1986-On The Other Hand-Randy Travis
1974-You Can’t Be A Beacon-Donna 
Fargo
1967-With One Exception-David Houston 

One Hit Wonders
30 Years Ago

1983-Come On Eileen-Dexy’s Midnight 
Runners; Der Komissar-After The Fire; She 
Blinded Me With Science-Thomas Dolby; 
Too Shy-Kajagoogoo; Puttin’ On The Ritz-
Taco; Far From Over-Frank Stallone; In A 
Big Country-Big Country

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

1960’s-Check out “When You Walk 
Into The Room,” an excellent song writ-
ten by Jackie DeShannon, and performed 
by The Searchers, who took it to #35 in 
1964…Mark Lindsay, of Paul Revere & 
The Raiders 1960’s fame released his first 
rock ‘n’ roll record in 10 years, called “Life 
Out Loud.”  Pretty cool stuff, and he still 
sounds great!  Lindsay’s first solo attempt, 
“Arizona” reached #10 in ’70.  He recorded 
a tune called “California” in 1973, but it 
didn’t crack Billboard’s Hot 100 list…”Here 
Comes My Baby” released in ’67 by The 
Tremloes is a mighty fine sounding song 
too…Also from ’67 take a gander at Eric 
Burdon & The Animals “When I Was 
Young,” and they were really young back 
then!...Take a look at an amateur band, The 
Continentals performing on the Ted Mack 
Amateur Hour in the early ‘60’s, singing a 
number called “Thunderbird.”  The group 
from Mamorneck, NY really got into the 
music, and you gotta see the fancy footwork 
by the lead singer… 

Country-“I Believe,” recently released 
by George Strait is an emotional tribute to 
the victims of last December’s Newtown, CT 
tragedy…Gretchen Wilson had a few good 
hits worth listening to: “Redneck Woman” 
(2004), “Here For The Party,” (2009), “All 
Jacked Up” (2011). 

NASH’s “Salutes 
Service” Concert 

Six Flags Great Adventure salutes all of 
our military service members with NASH’s 
“Salutes Service” Country Concert in the 
Northern Star Arena. Performers include 
Jaida Dreyer, Austin Webb, Dakota Bradley 
and Love & Theft. The concert is free with 
park admission or Season Pass.

1965 Summer 
Dance

July 23, 1965-Do you remember when 
the South Amboy Recreation Commission 
sponsored an outdoor summer dance that 
featured the popular local band, “The Cita-
tions.” 

Remember The Del 
–Royals?

50 Years Ago?
1963-One of the area’s most popular 

bands, The Del-Royals played dances in 
South Amboy, Sayreville and South River.  
The group consisted of four Sayreville HS 
boys, Glenn Giles, Wayne Turback, Danny 
LaCross, and Frank Mason, as well as John 
Klimkiewicz, who attended St. Mary’s HS.   
Memorable performances at the Sayreville 
HS included “The Horror Hop”, a Halloween 
dance on Oct. 19, 1963, and the Sophomore 
Dance, called “The Turkey Trot.”

Bridgit Mendler in 
Concert – August 

25 at 7 p.m.
Bridgit Mendler of the Disney Original 

Series Good Luck Charlie will perform at 
Six Flags Great Adventure in the Northern 
Star Arena on Sunday, August 25. Guests 
can enjoy popular songs such as “Ready 
or Not,” “Hurricane,” “Breakthrough” and 
“City Lights.” The concert is sponsored by 
MIKE AND IKE® and is free with park 
admission or Season Pass. 

Christian Music 
Festival – August 

31 at 4 p.m.
Six Flags will host the first-annual 

Rock the Flags Christian Music Festival on 
Saturday, August 31st. The concert begins 
at 4 p.m. in the Northern Star arena. Guests 
can look forward to speaker Tom Tichter, 
Emcee KJ-52, and performances by Jamie 
Grace, For King & Country and Casting 
Crowns. Rock the Flags requires an addi-
tional ticket that is not included with theme 
park admission. 

Remembering The Nike Base 1954-1974
By Fran Fitzmorris

The year was 1954, and what is now 
known as the Cold War years between the 
now non-existent Soviet Union and the 
United States was just beginning to heat up.  
By ’54, both countries had the capability 
to make a Hydrogen bomb, increasing the 
fear factor that Nuclear war was becoming 
more of a reality.  To counter this, both sides 
were building missiles and missile silos to 
be prepared.  Here in the U.S., these silos 
were being strategically placed all across 
the country.  Eventually, about 300 of these 
missile batteries were activated.  One of 
the major areas of our country that needed 
protection was the New York metropolitan 
area.  Sites were chosen in New Jersey. 

 One of these sites was in South Am-
boy.  In May of ’54, an announcement was 
made in the local paper that the town was 
one of the places being considered by the 
Army/Pentagon to build missile silos.  As 
you can imagine, this caused quite an uproar 
among the towns people of South Amboy.  
On many different levels, they were against 
it.  Why?  It was not so long ago, 1950, that 
a major explosion at the Coal Docks had 
badly damaged much of the town.  Locals 
were more concerned that an accident like 
the explosion would happen at the missile 
silos than a Soviet attack taking place.  A 
town meeting was held at City Hall, and 
an overflow crowd gathered to voice their 
opinion.  It was enough for the Army to agree 
not to build in the city.

The Pentagon had an alternative site 
picked out, and it would be built along a 

rural area of Route 9 in what was then called 
Madison Township/Old Bridge.  The units 
that land would be stationed there to operate 
the necessary equipment.  There would be 
44 men on the base consisting of 16 acres.  
They would have to be landscaped for the 
obvious reason of keeping the site secret 
from spies?  The launching equipment would 
be stored underground, separate from the 
missiles.  The missiles were about 20 feet 
long.  Since the Army was in for the long 
haul, housing units would eventually be 
needed.  So, beginning in 1957, 12 one fam-
ily homes were built along Jake Brown Rd. 
and Cheesequake Rd.  From blueprints that 
have been found on a website, these homes 
were numbered from 201-212.  Pictures of 
the homes can be found by googling other 
websites.  A pump house, and water tank 
were installed, and it is still listed today as 
Army property.

Thank goodness the missiles never had 
to be used.  It’s been said that you could 
walk part of Jake Brown Rd. and see a few 
reminders of that time.  The missile site was 
fazed out in 1976.  The Nike plant that was 
in Madison Twp. was not the only one in this 
part of Central Jersey.  Other sites were re-
ported to be at the Earle Naval base on Rt. 34, 
and also Camp Kilmer in Edison, currently 
the location of Middlesex County College, 
and Fort Hancock.  As you ride down Rt. 9 
today, one would never guess that an Army 
base was ever there!  It still looks like it did 
in ’54 when the Army first came to protect 
the citizens of central Jersey. 

Best of Reggae
The Six Flags Caribbean Summer 

Concert Series presented by TriniFly returns 
on Sunday, August 11 to the Northern Star 
Arena. Guests will enjoy the tropical rhythms 
of Grammy Award-winner Beenie Man as 
well as other performers such as Bunji Garlin, 
Mr. Vegas, Christopher Martin, Lee Mazin, 
D’Angel and Devyn. The concert requires 
an additional ticket that is not included with 
theme park admission. Check CaribbeanCon-
certs.com for more details.

The Monkees rolled into the Count Basie Theatre this month and treated their fans to a 
great show featuring their many hits and a multimedia presentation of highlights from their 
hit TV show.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Tommy James rocks the crowd at the Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Tommy James and the Shondells Turn 
Up Heat in Ocean Grove 

By Jerry Smith
Decades after topping the charts, the 

music of Tommy James and the Shondells 
still sizzles like a July heat wave. 

And so it was on July 20, 2013 when 
Tommy James and the Shondells performed 
at the sweltering open-air Ocean Grove 
Great Auditorium, treating the audience to 
a nostalgic evening of hit songs including 
“Hanky Panky” (1966); “I Think We’re 
Alone Now” (1967); “Mony Mony” (1968); 
“Crimson and Clover” (1969), and “Sweet 
Cherry Wine” (1969).

One highlight came early as James sang 
“Crystal Blue Persuasion,” a song renowned 
for its dominant organ part and familiar 
gentle groove. During the performance of 
this 1969 hit, the band was fittingly bathed 
in blue stage lighting. 

Some listeners have interpreted  “Crys-
tal Blue Persuasion” as a drug song, one that 
glorifies the use of “crystal meth,” but James 
offers a different explanation.  

In a 1985 interview, he said he drew 
inspiration for “Crystal Blue Persuasion” 
from reading the Book of Revelation. The 
song is actually about a time in the future 
when peace and brotherhood prevail. 

Indeed, Tommy James’ Christian beliefs 
find expression in another of the band’s 
hits—“Sweet Cherry Wine.” Songfacts.com 
quotes James as saying sweet cherry wine is 
“a metaphor for the blood of Jesus.” 

Late in the show, James stepped out 
into the audience and shook as many hands 
as he could reach while the band played an 
extended instrumental. When he reached out 
for this reviewer’s hand, he asked, “How are 
you?” but the music was probably too loud 
for him to hear my reply.

 Nevertheless, judging by the enthu-
siastic response of the crowd, no doubt 
many concert goers were offering words of 
appreciation for the band’s contribution to 
pop music history. 
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Youth League Archives

1953-The O’Brien Twins, John and Ed were honored by the City of South Amboy with a 
testimonial dinner when they came back East with their Seattle University basketball team to 
play NYU at Madison Square Garden.     Pictured (l-r) Frank O’Brien, Joe “Scoop” McCarthy, 
Ed O’Brien, Mayor Thorvald Olsen, John O’Brien, William “Doc” O’Leary, ?, ?.  John and Ed 
will be honored by being inducted into the AAABA Hall of Fame in an Aug. 3rd ceremony at 
Johnstown, PA.  (Photo courtesy of Judy Januszak, info courtesy of Ed/John O’Brien)

Glory Days 
In Local 
Sports

1950-Hoffman beat 
Atlantic Highlands, 9-5, 
behind winning pitch-
er Billy Bouchard, who 
struck out 8 and belted a 
double.  George Busch 
chipped in with 2 hits.  
1969-In the quarterfinals o f  the 
MCCAT, winning pitcher Frank Olszewski 
fired his second straight shutout, a beautiful 
3-hitter, as Sayeville stopped St. Joseph’s, 
5-0.  Joe Gabel had a perfect 4-for-4 game 
with a triple and 2 RBI, and Gary George 
stroked 2 singles and drove in a run.  1977-
In a girls’ softball battle, believe it or not, 
Dunellen hammered Hoffman, 38-20.  Donna 
Medeiros led the Purple & Gold with 4 RBI, 
Mary Chris Moskal drove in 2, Patty Krygier 
2, Margaret Slocum 1, and Barbie Neumann 
1.  1985-Sayreville girls’ softball team topped 
Madison Central, 5-1.  Winning pitcher 
Shelly Mayernick spun a 1-hitter, and Terry 
Lockwood drilled an RBI single.  1997-St. 
Mary’s stopped St. Peter’s 7-0 behind Ed 
McCabe’s 1-hitter.  The talented hurler lost 
his dream of a no-hitter in the 7th inning on 
an infield hit.  Mike Gall belted a double and 
triple to drive in 2 runs, and Nick Sas pounded 
2 hits and drove in a run.  2002-Cardinal 
McCarrick girls’ softball squad annihilated 
New Brunswick, 23-6.  Jessica Fiore went 
3-for-3 with a double and 2 RBI, Rae Anne 
Kukulski had a perfect 2-for-2 game with 2 
RBI, as Nicole Cicerale notched the victory 
for the Blue & Gold.

T.H.E. 
Game
Sport-Baseball
Year-1965
Teams-Sayreville 
vs. Matawan
Recap-Bombers lefty Bill Trzaska fired a 
brilliant no-hitter, but lost a perfect game 
with 2 outs in the 6th inning, when he walked 
a batter.  The talented fire-baller fanned 15 
Huskies, as Sayreville won 3-0.  Roger Feltz 
and Greg Chierchie ripped RBI singles for 
Coach John Wortley’s club. 
Player-Of-The-Game-Bill Trzaska.

Diamond Dust

A Look Back At …
1965-The South Amboy Men’s Softball 

League (Fast Pitch) featured the following 
teams: Protection Fire Co.; 

K of C; Frank’s Café; Independence 
Fire Co.; Hideaway; Gay 90’s…

The South Amboy Girls’ Softball 
League’s teams were: Rangers; Jaguars; 
Jets; Barbarians.  A few of the star play-
ers were Diane Geiger-Jaguars; Carolyn 
“Pinky” McCarthy-Barbarians; Colleen 
Switzer-Jets…

Youth League Memories
So many of us have played on Little 

League, Babe Ruth League, Girls Softball 
League or other leagues, and when summer-
time rolls around, we can’t help but think of 
some of those great days gone by.  A special 
game, a big hit, maybe a special friend and 
teammate, even a coach that we’ll never 
forget.  The following are some youth league 
memories shared by our readers:

John Inman-All-Star player for Daylight 
Bakery in the South Amboy Little Fel-
las League, and the 1977 and 1978 South 
Amboy championship teams, Raritan River 
Railroad, and Mario’s Sub Shop , as well as 
the Middlesex County Freeholders Tourna-
ment Champions, also in ’78.  “One of the 
most memorable times in my baseball career 
was when Raritan River won the Babe Ruth 
League championship in ’77, when we came 
from last place during the regular season 
to win it, and also when Mario’s Sub Shop 
continued the winning tradition the next 
year.  Both teams were led by Coach Tom 
Burkard.”

Danny Toye-Star player for First Aid 
in the South Amboy Little Fellas League in 
the 1960’s recalled “The memory that stands 
out for me was really kind of an accident.  
I hit a home run off Ronnie Croddick that 
was lucky.  The pitch was up near my head, 
and I turned a bit with sort of a half-ducking 
swing, and it hit my bat, and I swear went 
right out in left-center.  I knew it was lucky, 
so did Ronnie, but I got some mileage out of it 
busting chops!  The league was tremendous, 
very competitive with strong rivalries, and 
great memories.  First Aid vs. K of C games 
were a big deal for us.”  

Al Gomolka Jr.-Star pitcher for Robert 
E. Lee Little League team in the Morgan 
Athletic Association remembered that “I 
finished the year 8-1, but my best game was 
when I struck out 16 batters out of the 18 
outs, and pitched a 1-hitter.”

Gerry Marrone-Star player for Mod-
ern Trans in SA Little Fellas League 1974 
said, “We were playing Protection, I’m not 
100% sure if it was for the playoffs or in the 
playoffs, but it was a great game.  We were 
losing, heading into the bottom of the 6th by 

4 runs.  Steve Szatkowski was on the mound 
for Protection, and we led off the inning with 
the top of our order.  Frankie Wahler got on 
base, I think he walked, Sean Leonard batted 
second and proceeded to drill an opposite 
field home run down the left field line that 
barely stayed fair, but cleared the fence.  
Next up was John Pyontek, who drilled a 
homer to left center, and I batted cleanup.  
I hit a home run (my first in Little League) 
to left-center to tie the game, and force extra 
innings.  After my home run, Tom Mulligan 
took the mound.  I did hit a second home run 
in the game, but Protection won, and I think 
in about 10 innings!  I earned the headline 
of the Diamond Dust column in The News 
Tribune the next day, that read, “Boom 
Boom Marrone Slams Two!”  I know Joe 
Matarangolo was our coach, and I forget who 
the coach of Protection was.  I wish there 
was a microfiche of those Diamond Dust 
articles!  Ahhhh  the glory days!”

Rusty Thomsen-“I think it was 23 years 
ago when my father got the King & His Court 
(A world famous professional softball team) 
to come down to Morgan and play against the 
Sayreville A.A.  It was a great day of fun!...
Another memory was when I was 13 and we 
were playing a scrimmage at the Morgan 
Babe Ruth Field, and the other team needed 
another player.  My sister Tracey, who was 
a terrific softball player just happened to be 
there, and filled in for the other team.  She 
came to bat and I was pitching.  She was 
a great hitter, so I threw her a curve ball 
that got away and it hit her in the back.  At 
that point in my pitching career, it was the 
first batter I had ever beaned, and she had 
to be held back from charging the mound, 
as she screamed, “You’ve never hit anyone 
before.”  A funny story, but I swear it was 
an accident.”

Brian Grover-“Playing for Raritan 
River/Mario’s Sub Shop in ‘77/’78 South 
Amboy Babe Ruth League.  Against all odds, 
we pulled it off as champs both years!  We 
had a very good manager by the way.”

*If you have any great memories to 
share, send them over to: satimes@aol.
com.

Adult Softball 
League Memories

Mary Casey Griffin-“Playing softball 
for the Monaghan House in the 80’s.  Always 
going for pizza and beer after the games.  
Couldn’t play worth a damn, but they bought 
us the best green shirts with white letters 
on them.”

*Send in your Adult Softball League 
Memories to: satimes@aol.com.

1982-South Amboy Little Fellas 
League-Modern Trans 11 PBA 2-Ed Schaber 
smashed 2 hits, and Mike Grover notched 
the victory.

1976-South Amboy Little Fellas 
League-Protection 12 Daylight Bakery 0-
Daryl Munck hit for the elusive cycle, and 
winning pitcher Chet Klein fired a 2-hit 
shutout, and belted 4 hits.

1969-Sayreville Junior League-Park 
Bakery 10 Spinelli Ford 0-Winning pitcher 

Walt Cuthbertson fired a 1-hitter.  Steve 
Cassidy smacked a single and double, while 
Rich Jasionowski laced 2 singles.

1957-South Amboy Little League-
Weiss 8 Protection 0-Pete Inman hammered 
a single and 2 doubles, to support winning 
pitcher Jack Gallagher.

1957-South Amboy Senior League-
Giants 9 Braves 2-Winning pitcher Tom 
Pristavec got 3 hits off losing hurler Jim 
Murray.

The South Amboy Y celebrated our 2nd Annual Camp SAY Olympic Day on June 28. Thank 
you to Dagmara Wozniak, a Sabre fencer from the 2012 London Olympics, for kicking off 
the event and talking to our campers about her Olympic experience.

1971-The English Chevron Little Fellas League baseball players posed for this classic shot 
before a game at the Midget League or Scratch Field as it was originally called.  It later was 
named Field #2.  Pictured (l-r) Steve Zrebiec, Keith Switzer, Tommy Egan, Jimmy Vona, 
Kenny Walczak.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
*If anyone has any Youth League photos, please e-mail them to: satimes@aol.com, with 
a brief story and identify those in the picture.
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Obituaries
Antonio, Ronald M., 62, of Parlin died 

on June 23.
Brenner, Thomas, 73, of Parlin died 

on July 4.
Caldwell, Brenda, of Parlin died on 

June 18.
Callahan, George W., 53, formerly of 

Sayreville died on June 27.
Carey, Alba, 63, of South Amboy died 

on June 28.
DeBlis, Mary Lou Thomas, 66, of South 

Amboy died on July 18.
Dembowski, Donna L., 51, of Sayreville 

died on July 16.
Fodor, Rose, of Sayreville died on 

May 28.
Gallas, Frank J., 76, of Sayreville died 

on June 24.
Gmitter, Eugenia “Jeanie,” 68, of Sayre-

ville died on June 12.
Golaszewski, Alfreda E. Rarus, 88, of 

Sayreville died on June 22.
Gutkowski, Jessie, 93, formerly of 

Sayreville died on July 10.
Hanvey, James, 46, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on June 24.
Laskiewicz, Sophie, 93, of Melrose 

died on July 13.
Lawson, Elizabeth “Betty,” 56, of Parlin 

died on June 23.
Makar, Elsie, 70, formerly of South 

Amboy died on June 24.
Mankowski, Dolores Frazier, 67, of 

Sayreville died on June 29.
Matarangolo, Mark A., 49, of South 

Amboy died on July 4.
McCarthy, Gerald E. “Gerry,” 71, of 

Sayreville died on July 16.
Mocarski, Gloria J., 69, of South Amboy 

died on July 17.
Mozdzen, Joseph “Joe Moz,” Jr., 51, of 

Sayreville died on July 9.
Ploskonka, Frank B., 80, formerly of 

Sayreville died on July 12.
Pollack, Charles K., 70, of Parlin/Old 

Bridge died on June 30.
Puccio, Antoinette R., 87, of South 

Amboy died on July 17.
Render, Robert, 90, formerly of South 

Amboy died on July 8.
Roberts, Francis “Frank,” formerly of 

South Amboy died on June 23.
Ruszala, Santa Maria “Sadie” Tarallo, 

99, of South Amboy died on June 30.

Flea Market-Aug. 25
The Ladies Auxiliary of Sayreville 

VFW Post #4699, located at Jernee Mill Rd. 
is having a Flea Market on Aug. 24 from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. for $15 a space.  Rain date is 
Aug. 25, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  This event is to 
help find a cure for cancer and to help aid 
our members and veterans in our community.  
For more info and to reserve a space call 
Lorraine Rock at 609-448-2587. 

Incorrectly 
Speaking

SA Times feature writer Elaine Holton-
Scott sent a few words that are pronounced 
incorrectly: fam-lee for family; Nork for the 
city of Newark; Rar’un for Raritan.  Are there 
any others out there?  We surely think so!  
E-mail them to: satimes@aol.com.

is a 2012 graduate of South Amboy HS and 
will be a sophomore at Montclair State ma-
joring in Sports Journalism with a minor in 
Musical Theatre. This is Ally’s second year 
with the Rec.

Nicholas Biesiada, CLAIRE/CHARLES 
REILLY PARK, SOUTH PINE AVENUE, is 
a 2012 graduate of South Amboy HS and is 
a sophomore at Villanova University major-
ing in Economics & Finance.  This is Nick’s 
second year with the program.

Ryan Kudelka, CLAIRE/CHARLES 
REILLY PARK, SOUTH PINE AVENUE, 
is a 2013 graduate of South Amboy HS and 
will be entering Coastal Carolina University 
in the fall as a freshmen majoring in Ac-
counting.  Ryan was a Community Service 
Volunteer Counselor with our program.  This 
is his first year as a official counselor with 
the program.

Counselors
(Continued from page 19)
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Pictured is the South Amboy Recreation Department’s summer counselors and community 
service workers for the Arts & Crafts program.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The City of South Amboy Recreation 
Department sponsors the Summer Arts and 
Crafts Program at three parks for the enter-
tainment of our youngsters.  The program 
began Monday, July 1, 2013 and will run 
through to Friday, July 26, 2013.

The City would like to introduce the 
counselors who work at these parks and 
their Supervisor.

Karen Charmello Koestler, Recreation 
Supervisor, started with the program in 1985 
as a counselor, moving up to her current 
position in 1988 following her graduation 
from college.

Victoria Russell, AUGUST CHARM-
ELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is 
a 2008 graduate of South Amboy HS and 
will be graduating in December from Kean 
University majoring in Math Ed.  This is 
Victoria’s final year with the program.

Kaleigh DeLucca, AUGUST CHARM-
ELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is a 
2008 graduate of South Amboy HS. Kaleigh 
will be graduating in December from Kean 
University majoring in Physical Education/
Health. This is Kaleigh’s final year with the 
program.

Katey Charmello, HUGHES/BROWN 
PARK, BARKALOW STREET,  is a 2008 
graduate of South Amboy HS. Katey gradu-
ated in May from Stockton College with a 
BA in Visual Arts.  This is Katey’s final year 
with the program.

Andrea Herdman, HUGHES/BROWN 
PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 2009 
graduate of South Amboy HS and gradu-
ated in May from Rowan University with 
a BA in Broadcast Journalism and a Minor 
in Communications.  This is Andrea’s final 
year with the Rec.

Joe Charmello, HUGHES/BROWN 
PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 2010 
graduate of South Amboy HS. Joe is a Junior 
at Stockton College majoring in Business and 
in his fourth year with the program.

Colin DeLucca, AUGUST CHARM-
ELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE,  is 
a 2010 graduate of South Amboy HS and 
is a senior at Kean University majoring in 
Communications/public relations.  This is 
colin’s fourth year with the Rec.

Allyson Keegan, CLAIRE/CHARLES 
REILLY PARK, SOUTH PINE AVENUE,  

Local Wildlife
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

This beautiful white Egrit is pictured in flight at Kennedy Park in Sayreville.

A large female snapping turtle was spotted on land looking for a place to lay her eggs at 
the South Amboy Water Works.(Continued on page 26)
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MVP – 1950 TO 
1960 --  JACKIE 

“MOOSE “ 
CONNORS     

By Henny the DJ
Last time I described the criteria, 

the Special South Amboy Qualities that I 
deemed mandatory for my choice of an MVP 
and now I’m here to tell you that to me  it 
was Jackie Connors who personified those 
superior qualities. Also, I’d like to  pass 
on to you some comments that I received 
as an email from a great St Mary’s athlete 
in his own right, Flip Phillips, who was a 
contemporary of Jackie, both at St Mary’s 
and in the US Marines.

“He was the warmest guy I hung around 
with back then.”

 He was the best athlete I ever 
knew.....”

“He was always fun to be around…”
“He was also a good Marine....Semper 

Fi!    Flip”
  When you write articles like this 

for your hometown paper you get very little 
feedback, so Flip’s words were especially 
appreciated by me since he was speaking 
as one of Jackie’s peers.

Jack Connors  
(THANKS TO JERRY CONNORS FOR THE PIC OF HIS BROTHER, JACK)

. As you can imagine I have dozens of 
stories about Jackie’s exploits, but we live 
in a town that has a very vibrant oral history 
that has kept people from our past as well as 
past events very much alive every time we 
meet each other at a picnic or a back yard 
barbeque or a Carnival or at church, or at a 
wedding or funeral or even when we meet 
as retirees in a different state The stories 
abound about people we knew growing up 
and Jackie’s folk tales are legendary, but un-
necessary to repeat here. I feel that describing 
all of his feats would now be anti-climactic 
since it is not in his exotic exploits where 
his MVP value lies

More importantly I think Jackie’s value 
as a “Role Model” is what is worth consid-
ering. Often times, people loudly proclaim 
professional ball players as role models, and 
I never agreed with that at all. You may like 
a certain player and even wear his number 
on your jersey or mold your baseball cap 
like him, or her. However, I think that more 
importantly we look to the guys a little bit 
older than us much more as “Role Models”. 
For example, when you’re in Fifth Grade, 
the Eighth Graders are Roman Gods to 
you. When you go into High School as a 
Ninth Grader…The Seniors are like Greek 
Heroes. And even if they are only a year 
ahead of us those fellow classmen or team 
mates have a special influence on us and we 
subconsciously look to them to give us some 
sort of path to follow to make it to that next 
level our own selves.

So, Moose, it is with great pride that 
I select you, Jackie Connors, as the indi-
vidual that I most looked up to, respected 
and wanted to emulate when I was young. 
A guy who didn’t really assume any airs or 
lord it over little guys because he was a big 
guy or wasn’t afraid to sing a song when he 
wanted to or laugh as hard as he could with 
that wicked, evil snicker that he had when 
something was funny. Who played sports 
with superior skills but only just to enjoy the 
sport and always had time for the smaller, 
younger guys and treated them just like they 
were your equal when that could never be the 
case. I could never hope to have displayed 
your athletic skills, but those human skills 
were even more admirable and somehow 
actually attainable.

 So, thanks, Jack Connors “ MVP 1950 
– 1960”

NEXT TIME:  IF YOU NEVER 
CAUGHT A POLLYWOG YOU AIN’T 
A TRUE SOUTH AMBOY GUY. Frank 
Keenan
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Rock star Jon Bon Jovi visited the Borough of Sayreville prior to his press conference 
recently.  Pictured (l-r) Madison Marottoli, Jaclyn Marottoli, Bon Jovi, Emma Marottoli, Mary 
Pat Christie. (Photo/info submitted)

Thinking it was Halloween instead of the 4th of July, the Waterfront Gang was a little mixed 
up with the holidays.  Seated (l-r) Mary Ann Matarangolo, Fran Kurtz, Don Peterson, Marian 
Mills.  (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Samantha Eberle has been chosen as a state 
finalist in the National American Miss Teen 
Pageant to be held August 17th & 18th at 
the East Brunswick Hilton. Samantha, your 
family & friends are so very proud of you. 
Best of luck! (Photo Submiitted)

Cardinal McCarrick/ St. Mary’s High 
School

  During the week of June 17th, 7th grade 
elementary school students from around the 
Diocese converged on Cardinal McCarrick 
High School in South Amboy to take part 
in the annual Bishop’s School.  These 7th 
graders were chosen by their teachers and 
principals to take part in the week long 
program for enrichment and advancement.  
Cardinal McCarrick High School offered 
courses in Science, Mathematics and Re-
ligion, taught by high school teachers with 
sophomore and junior students in the high 
school volunteering as teacher’s assistants.  
This year, about 50 7th graders participated 
in the program.

The Science program involved a hands 
on approach to learning science.  Using 
Guided Inquiry Based Labs, the teachers 
presented problems for each topic and 
students had a chance to work together to 
hypothesize and develop experiments to 
prove or disprove their hypotheses.  During 
the week students discovered the new, excit-
ing worlds of Microbiology and Anatomy.  
Understanding chemistry was easy once they 
figured out the concepts behind chemical 
reactions.  While studying exothermic and 
endothermic reactions and polymers, stu-
dents learned about heat and what happens 
when long cross linking chemical bonds are 
produced. While learning the concepts of 
flight by building various flying machines 
and considering many different variables, 
students reached new heights in the study 
of Physics.

In the Mathematics course, the students 
soared into the world of Trigonometry, using 
the sine, cosine and tangent functions along 
with the formulas for area and perimeter 
to figure out different lengths and angles 
of right triangles.   The class then applied 

the skills they learned in the classroom and 
the computer lab to build their own kites.  
Towards the end of the week, they took 
their creations outside to see if they would 
actually fly.

During Bishop’s School of Religion, 
ten students from Catholic grade schools 
within the Diocese of Metuchen undertook 
the challenge of Blessed John Paul II to 
“become the saints of the new millennium” 
as they engaged themselves in a week of 
study, prayer and service with a focus on the 
universal call to holiness, community and 
mission.  Students studied the lives of several 
saints and imagined their potential paths to 
the same destiny, explored and experienced 
the sacraments and different forms of prayer 
such as the Rosary and Lectio Divina, and 
brought the love of Christ to the residents 
of the Ozanam Shelter where they prepared 
and served a meal as well as to Amboy Care 
Center where they led the residents in a craft 
project.  Participants toured the Cathedral 
of St. Francis of Assisi in Metuchen where 
they observed and appreciated art and 
symbolism.  A highlight of the week was 
a visit from Joanne Garcia of the Office of 
Evangelization in the Diocese of Metuchen 
who, through a dynamic hands on presenta-
tion, demonstrated ways to share faith with 
others. Equipped with more knowledge of 
their faith as well as the experience of putting 
it into practice, the students ended the week 
with a sense of mission and determination 
to share the Gospel through their words 
and deeds.

The Bishop’s School is a program 
organized and funded by Bishop Paul G. 
Bootkoski and the Diocese of Metuchen’s 
Schools Office to introduce elementary 
school students to the high school experi-
ence and help them continue to learn over 
the summer.   

Special Police Officers Of Yesteryear
By Joe Lotkowictz

The following is a list of former Special 
Police officers who served the City of South 
Amboy from the mid 1950’s to the mid 
1970’s.  The Specials were then added to the 
Police Reserve list to supplement the regular 
Police Dept. in emergency situations.  

Their duties consisted of Halloween 
patrol, parades, traffic control, and many 
other duties as required.  Most of the men 
on the list are long gone, but not forgotten, 
and all were volunteers who were trained by 
the State Police in a 12-week course.  On the 

roster were: Capt. Applegate, Lt. Houlihan, 
Lt. Thorpe, Sgt. Boychuk, Sgt. Parrish, 
Sgt. Powell, Ptl. G. Brown, Ptl. R. Brown, 
Ptl. Christina, Ptl. Herrmann, Ptl. Huff, 
Ptl. Kress, Ptl. Lotkowictz, Ptl. Parks, Ptl. 
Pekrepinski, Ptl. Russell, Ptl. Zakrzewski, 
Ptl. Osmanski.

If anyone else was a Special or Re-
serve Police officer in South Amboy or the 
Borough of Sayreville, please let us know 
and the name will be added to the rosters 
of both towns.

recognized what he did after high school as 
equally important, namely with the Board 
of Education, and his years as a firefighter, 
as well as all the other activities.

Danny said he is most proud of “The 
school board.  I was there so long.  I feel 
that was my greatest achievement, helping 
kids.  I went to all the school activities, not 
just football games, but Field Hockey, other 
sports, plays and much more.”  He also served 
as the Chairman of the Athletic Committee 
for almost his entire time on the Board.

Danny J. and Lorraine DiPoalo were 
married for 56 years and have two children 
Danny and Donna, and two grandchildren, 
Matthew and Nicholas.

When asked,  How did you accomplish 
so much?  He answered, “It was my love of 
Sayreville.  I fell in love with the town.  I 
raised a family, and things were good.”

Danny J. DiPoalo now in his 100th year 
of service to the people of Sayreville remains 
active with the Morgan Hose & Chemical 
Company, and has no intentions to stop 
serving them anytime soon, because they 
are very important to him.

The Ultimate Volunteer:  Danny J. 
DiPoalo Has Served Sayreville 100 Years

(Continued from page 15)

Congratulations Danny on 100 years 
of service to the Borough of Sayreville, and 
THANK YOU!

DiPoalo Notebook
Danny and Jay Fuller were the found-

ers of the Morgan Athletic Association 
back in the 1960’s…Danny coached in the 
Little League and Babe Ruth League for 
12 years…He is an Honorary 4th Degree 
member of the OLV Knights of Columbus  
Council 2061, Sayreville…Also a member 
of the American Legion, and Rosary Soci-
ety…He coached at Sacred Heart School, 
and was one of the heads of the Mom & 
Dad’s Club there.

Danny was inspired by the Keyport 
Hall of Fame to start one at Sayreville War 
Memorial HS.  “I called Barbara Tyskiewicz, 
Mickey Sedlak, the school principal and 
we got it going.  I then contacted Barbara 
Anderson, Elaine Kubacz, Doug Cowan, 
Jack Hefelfinger and Lynn Paul, and they’re 
still in the organization.  They really got it 
going.  We induct 4-7 people every year,” 
said DiPoalo.  

Boscov’s Gala Preview
St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, Sayre-

ville, celebrating their 100th Anniversary, will 
take part in the Boscov’s Gala Preview of the 
beautiful new Boscov’s store in Woodbridge 
Center on Thursday, August 8, 2013, the time 
is 10:00am to 9:00pm.

Only customers with tickets will be 
admitted to Boscov’s.  The exclusive first 
look will feature merchandise, refreshments, 
entertainment and register to win prizes, plus 
a free gift.  Children under 16 years of age, 

when accompanied by an adult ticket holder, 
will be admitted free of charge.

St. Stan’s will sell tickets to this Gala 
event at a donation of $5.00 each.  Tickets 
are available at the church office at 732-254-
0212, before Saturday and Sunday Masses, 
before Bingo on Thursday and Sunday or by 
calling Debbie at 732-613-0517 or Bernie 
732-727-0082.  Thank you for supporting 
St. Stan’s.
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• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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SITE
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566-0281

Traveling With Back Pain
Whether for business or pleasure, trav-

eling is hard on your back. You spend time 
in uncomfortable seats and unfamiliar beds 
and carry heavy suitcases through airports 
and hotel lobbies. It’s time to give your 
back a vacation by learning how to travel 
with back pain.

1. Lighten you luggage load. Resist the 
temptation to pack everything in one carry-on 
suitcase or garment bag. If you want to avoid 
checking luggage, pack only what you can 
carry comfortably. If you carry a garment 
bag or suitcase with straps, remember to 
balance the load by alternating shoulders. 
Carrying two suitcases of approximately 
equal weight is an even better solution. 
Be aware of proper body mechanics while 
carrying your luggage. Imagine an invisible 
line that starts at your ear and continues past 
your shoulder to your hip. When the line is 
straight, you back is in proper balance. Use 
luggage carts. Push the cart with both arms 
and keep your elbows tucked in close to your 
body to avoid over-reaching.

The next time you buy luggage, look for 
lightweight suitcases with built-in rollers. 
Make sure the handle allows you to stand 
up straight while pulling or pushing the 
suitcases. Rubber wheels are recommended 
fro protection against slips and skids. 

2. Beat back pain. Airline seats are 
not designed for comfort. From first class 
to economy, all passengers have the same 
complaints. Fortunately, you can make a few 
simple adjustments to protect your back. For 
lumbar support, place an airline pillow or a 
folded blanket in the small of your back. Be 
conscious of your posture, especially if you 
want to nap. Use a pillow or folded blanket 
to support your neck. Gentle stretching ex-
ercises can help relieve the stress of a long 
trip. Try to stand in the aisle and walk a little 
at least once every hour. 

3. Making your back count. Learn to 
make choices that will protect your back 
from stress and strain. Leave a little extra 
time to get to the airport. Let the redcap 
handle your luggage.

By including these choices in your 
travel plans, you’ll have a more relaxing 
and pain free trip!

The Music Of Life
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1997

The alarm’s clanging off
A “good morning” whispered soft
I awoke to the music of life
The traffic’s blaring horns
Crying babies are being born
All around plays the music of life…
God gives us the good, but also the bad
He brings happy, but also allows the sad
He leaves us to decipher 
Through hopes and fears
The song each day we may like to hear
Crashing waves on the shore
Bustling shoppers in a store
A pity, to some, may be guns of war…
The cheers at a ballgame
The calling out of someone’s name
A chorus of acapella lays claim…
The orchestra plays
To the conductor’s wand
The audience entranced
As instruments bond
To hear is a gift of melodious sounds
If we just listen, life’s music abounds
The snoring begins
The night’s quiet hums again
In the concert of the music of life.
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Tara Inman

Rev. Thomas M. Otto

Inman To Play For 
Seton Hall

Tara Inman has signed with Seton Hall 
University to play women’s basketball in 
the Big East Conference as an incoming 
freshman this fall.  She was a 4-year starter 
at Holmdel HS, and led the team in scoring 
for all 4 years.  Inman is the all-time leading 
scorer at Holmdel HS (boys and girls) with 
1,675 points.

She will be playing for Seton Hall’s new 
coach Tony Bozzella, who began his highly-
successful coaching career at St. Mary’s HS 
in the late 1980’s.

She was a 2013 All-State selection, and 
also chosen by the Star Ledger as 1st Team 
All-Monmouth County, and was a 2nd Team 
All-Shore Conference pick.  Tara started 
playing basketball for St. Mary’s South 
Amboy CYO when she was in second grade.  
She is the daughter of John and Diane Inman, 
and granddaughter of the late Jim and Sheila 
Inman.  Tara’s older brother John attends 
Penn State University, and her younger sister, 
Jennifer attends Holmdel HS.

Tara’s father John Inman was an All-
County, and All-State baseball player at St. 
Mary’s HS, where he was inducted into the 
school’s Athletic Hall of Fame.  He also was 
a member of St. Mary’s 1980 basketball state 
champions.

Best of luck for continued success, 
Tara!

South Amboy 
Cyclones Host 
Evaluations for 
2013-14 Season
The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 

be kicking off its third season of competitive 
swimming with the SABY Cyclones Swim 
Team this year!  Evaluations will be held on 
Saturday, August 3 from 12-3pm for return-
ing swimmers and on Saturday, August 10 
from 12-3pm for new Cyclones swimmers.  
Evaluations will be held at the South Amboy 
Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in 
South Amboy, NJ.

The Cyclones are a competitive swim 
team offering quality coaching and technique 
instruction for swimmers ages 6-18.  The 
goal of the team is to provide every member 
an opportunity to improve swimming skills 
and achieve success at his or her level or 
ability.  Our coaching staff will focus on 
stroke development, conditioning, and the 
fundamentals of competitive swimming. 
As members of the Cyclones Swim Team, 
our swimmers establish lasting friendships, 
develop self-esteem, and a sense of respon-
sibility through goal setting.

If you are a strong swimmer and would 
like to take your swimming abilities to a com-
petitive level, then you are a good candidate 
to become a South Amboy Cyclone!  Please 
contact our Aquatic Director, Sarah Navarro, 
to schedule your Evaluation at 732-316-8209 
or sarah.navarro@ymcaofmewsa.org.

Snapple Bowl 
Featured

Local Stars
The prestigious 20th Annual Snapple 

Bowl featured top, local high school stars 
from Sayreville, Thomas Spiecker, a talented 
defensive end, who was All-County, and 
All-State in 2012, and free safety, Mike 
Carey.  Spiecker played offensive tackle 
in the 38-28 Middlesex win over Union, 
while Carey played cornerback.   Cardinal 
McCarrick was represented by its standout 
running back Jahmal Pryce.

All proceeds from the Snapple Bowl go 
to the benefit of both Children’s Specialized 
Hospital in Mountainside, and Edison’s The 
Lakeview School.

Otto Coached Champions
By Tom Burkard

It was recently discovered through the 
research of Jerry Smith that former St. Mary’s 
HS teacher/coach/athletic 
director Tom Otto had 
passed away July 5, 2010 
in Aztec, New Mexico at 
the age of 72.  

Mr. Otto taught and 
coached at St. Mary’s 
HS from the mid 1960’s 
through early 1970’s, when 
he was ordained a priest by 
Bishop George Ahr at St. 
Mary’s on May 26, 1973 
for the Diocese of Trenton.  
During a leave of absence 
from the priesthood, Father Tom taught as 
a lay teacher at schools in St. Petersburg, 
Clearwater and Melbourne, Florida.  He went 
to the Diocese of Palm Beach, FL in 1989.  
He served at a few different parishes and was 

incardinated into the Diocese of Palm Beach 
on March 27, 1997.  He retired on Aug. 1, 

2003, at which time he moved 
to Aztec.  During his retirement, 
Father Tom helped at parishes 
of St. Joseph in Aztec and Holy 
Trinity in Flora Vista.

He will always be remem-
bered in St. Mary’s athletic 
history as the head coach who 
led the baseball team to its last 
state championship on June 4, 
1969.  At the conclusion of the 
title game in which the Eagles 
upset the #1 team in Middle-
sex County, St. Peter’s, Otto’s 

players had the celebratory pile on, and he 
was on the bottom.  No baseball team in St. 
Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick history has won 
a state crown since.

Remembering Komar’s –Part 2
By Tom Burkard

We’ve had many e-mails, facebook 
comments, letters, and phone calls from 
people who really enjoyed reading about 
Komar’s, and also told us more interesting 
facts as well as providing extra names to add 
to the growing all-time roster of those who 
worked at the local factory.

Others who were employed at one time 
or another were: “Sadie” Ruszala, Pearl 
Freeman, Margie Kohler-Hulsart, Mary 
Eldridge, Catherine Dobrynski, Theresa 
Carbone, Caroline Carbone, Helen Martin, 
Peggy Ryan, Jean Ryan,  Jenny Ryan, Teresa 
Smith, Mrs. Therkelsen, Dorothy Zulin-
Noviski, Irene Zulin-Stolte, Martha Soden, 
Florence Hisey, Louise Munn,  Marion 
Buckalew, Marion Mundy, Anna Walczak, 
Louise Preston-Jonason, Marie Hagen, Mrs. 
Jezewski, Ann Janas, Martha Krotosek, Rose 
Vona, Gertrude Janas Spezzi,  Rose Jonason,  
who worked there for over 30 years, Cathy 
Romano, Emma Rainey-seamstress, Joan 
Kelly Aucone - office, Frank Matarangolo-
shipping Genevieve Hulit, Susan Earle-ex-
aminer, Mike Henry worked in the Shipping 
Dept. from 1968-70.  Bob Paulukiewicz also 
worked at Komar’s.  Mary Kuc Adamecs 
and her sister Ceil Kuc Lacko worked in the 
Quality Control/Garment Inspection Dept., 
Lillian Lizura-factory store.

Lillian Pastrik said that, “My mother 
Stephanie Lucas, was a former employee at 
Komars.   She was a trimmer and worked 
there for over 10 years, from 1959-1969 
or 1970 until she became ill with a heart 
attack.  I can remember her many stories 
about working at Komars and knew many of 
the names listed in last month’s story.  She 
really liked taking 2 buses to get to work, 
and was happy there.”

Bruno Szatkowski of Sayreville said 
that, “My Aunt Jean Kakaryga worked at 
Komars for nearly 40 years and retired 

around 1978.  I remember each Friday she 
would bring home tickets of her work.  She 
had to paste them on a sticky paper and 
submit it to the office to get paid.  Each 
bundle of garment had a ticket.  The ticket 
had to be returned to the office to get paid.  
She also took me to the Komars’ company 
picnic in Helmetta.   I have nice memories 
of playing ball with the other children.  They 
also had cotton candy and made it in an air 
machine.  The picnic was at the Triangle 
Tavern on Mott Ave. in Monroe.  I am way 
too young to remember Komars, but being 
that my aunt worked there, I heard about 
her days in Komars.  Some of the names I 
still remember hearing.  Your story brought 
back many memories of what I heard at the 
dinner table.”

Norine Croddick-Switzer of Melrose 
said, “I remember being in high school and 
seeing and knowing the women walking from 
their homes to Komars.  It was a blessing 
because it was so close to their homes.  Great 
friendships came out of it.”

Mary Majkowski of Sayreville said, “I 
never worked there, but I loved shopping 
there in the ‘70’s!”

Ceil Gosford of South Amboy recalled 
that “The first factory store was on the corner 
of Stockton and First Streets, and they later 
built one on Stevens Ave.  I worked in the 
office for 12 years.  I started in 1965, and was 
always home in time for the children getting 
home from school.  It was great!

Mary Lou Nebus formerly of South 
Amboy summed up the feelings of so many, 
who were touched by Komar Factory/Store, 
“I miss that store!”

Mark Dehnz, formerly of South Amboy 
and a long-time Komar’s employee will share 
his in-depth memories of the South Amboy 
business, in the August issue.

Local Athletes Honored
The following local high school athletes 

were recently honored for their outstand-
ing performances during the 2013 season. 
Congratulations to all on a most memorable 
season!

Baseball-Christian Campbell, Sayre-
ville-Home News Tribune (HNT) All Area 
1st Team (UT); Star Ledger-All0Middlesex 1st 

Team; Star Ledger-All-Group 4-2nd Team.
Boys Track & Field-Colin Winslow, 

Sayreville-HNT All-Area 1st Team (200); 

Boys Track & Field Athlete of the Year; 
Star Ledger All-State, All-Groups, 2nd Team 
(200); Star Ledger All-Middlesex 1st Team 
(200). Myles Hartsfield, Sayreville-HNT 
All-Area 1st Team (Long Jump); Star Ledger 
All-Middlesex 1st Team (Long Jump).

Girls Track & Field-Amber Edwards, 
Sayreville-HNT All-Area 1st Team (Triple 
Jump); Star Ledger All-Group 4, 3rd Team 
(Triple Jump); Star Ledger All-Middlesex 
(Triple Jump).
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