
South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry presents the trophy for the Best Decorated Emergency 
Vehicle to members of the South Amboy First Aid Squad at the Annual Holiday Tree 
Lighting/Fire/First Aid Truck Parade on Dec. 5th.  See more photos on page 2 and 22.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

John Szatkowski

Matarangolo 
Elected President

The South Amboy Seniors elected a 
new slate of officers for the 2014-2015 
year.  President-Mary Ann Matarangolo; 
Vice President-Ed Anderson; Treasurer-Ed 
Smith; Corresponding Secretary-Gretchen 
Evigan; Sunshine-Helen Carroll.  

Anyone 60 years of age living in South 
Amboy or surrounding area with a 08879 zip 
code is eligible to join.  The seniors meet on 
the second Wednesday of every month at 12 
noon.  All are welcome.

Seeking Volunteers
For over 80 years, the South Amboy 

First Aid Squad has been proudly serving 
our community free of charge.  Our squad 
is comprised of 100% volunteers, who 
donate their time and skills to assist you, 
our neighbors.  In order to continue to offer 
these services we are seeking new members 
to donate their time and continue to help us 
serve you. If you are interested in making a 
difference or helping those in need; please 
give us a call to learn more. (732) 721-1005 
southamboyfirstaid.org 

Honorees  Selected For St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade

A long-standing Irish tradition continues 
in South Amboy with the announcement of 
the 2104 Saint Patrick’s Day Parade and its 
honorees. The honor of this year’s parade 
Grand Marshal is bestowed upon Msgr. John 
Gordon. Monsignor Gordon is presently the 
pastor of Most Holy Name of Jesus Church 
in Perth Amboy. He also serves as chaplain 
for Cardinal McCarrick High School and 
has been chaplain for the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians in South Amboy for 8 years.  

Decorated military veteran, Lieutenant 
Colonel John O’Connell of the United States 
Air Force will serve as the parade’s Deputy 
Grand Marshal.  Col O’Connell entered 
military service with the US Navy in 1987. 
While there he participated in Operations 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm flying over 
27 combat missions. He left Naval service in 

1997 to attend law school and after 911 re-
entered military service, deploying numerous 
times as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom 

In his civilian life, Col O’Connell serves 
as in-house counsel with the NJ Turnpike 
Authority. He has also served as both Chair-
man and Executive Director of the South 
Amboy Redevelopment Agency, a member 
of the South Amboy Planning Board, and a 
member of the City Council.

Rounding out the parade’s honorees, 
Assemblyman Craig Coughlin is this year’s 
Honorary Grand Marshal. A democrat from 
Middlesex County, Coughlin is serving his 
second term in the New Jersey General 
Assembly, representing the 19th legislative 
District. Born and raised in South Amboy 
he began his career in public service on 

(Continued on page 22)
	

NEXT ISSUE 
JAN. 18th 

• SUPER BOWL
• CATHOLIC   
 SHOOLS WEEK
• VALENTINE’S DAY

DEADLINES
Jan. 6th

FOR ADS CALL
732-727-0398 OR

732-727-1906

THE
SOUTH AMBOY
★★★★ SAYREVILLE
 Date: December 21, 2013 PRICELESS Vol. 23  Issue 3

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy member, Bill Garnett prepares 
to toss a wreath into the Raritan Bay during the annual Post #62, Pearl Harbor Memorial 
Service, which is held in remembrance and honor of all who were killed at Pearl Harbor on 
Dec. 7, 1941.  See other photo on page 3.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

City Mourns 
John Szatkowski

By Tom Burkard
Former South Amboy Councilman/Fire 

Chief John “Shots” Szatkowski, 57, died on 
Dec. 4.  He was employed by the Hess Oil 
Co., Woodbridge for the past 35 years.  John 
was a firefighter with Protection Engine Co. 
#6 since the early 1970’s, and rose through 
the ranks, serving the city of South Amboy 
Fire Dept. in many capacities, attaining 
the top spot of Fire Chief in 1991.  He was 
the current Vice President of Protection 
Engine Co. #6, and had served as a past 
vice president for numerous years.  He also 
filled the Treasurer position for Protection, 
and was an active member who answered 
many fire alarms.  He was a standout in 
many parades that the South Amboy Fire 
Dept. participated in, serving as the Leader 
for the line- of- march.  He was also a South 
Amboy Councilman from 2001-2008.  In 
addition, he was a member of the Fireman’s 
Relief Assn., the Middlesex County Chief’s 
Assn., and the F.L.A.

John was well-liked and respected 
throughout the community, and will be sadly 
missed by all.   He was a fine athlete at Hoff-
man High in the early 1970’s, and I remember 
seeing him play a most memorable outdoor 
summer  basketball league game for high 
school kids at the old Hoffman basketball 
courts on George St.  During that contest, 
he put on an unbelievable show by scoring 
60 points, mostly on fast-breaks and drives.  
He also starred in baseball in high school, 
and later went on to become an outstanding 
Slow Pitch softball player.

Joe (Cross) Krzyzkowski of Parlin, a 
longtime South Amboy Babe Ruth League 
baseball coach remembered coaching a 15-
year old Johnny on the Sacred Heart team.  
“He would be definitely one of the three best 
players I’ve coached during my 15 years.  He 
was so talented, and could pitch, catch or play 
shortstop, and probably play all 9 positions.  
I wish I had a kid like him on every one of 
my teams.  He was the kind of ballplayer 
every manager would want.”

John Szatkowski will always be remem-
bered for his love of family and friends, as 
well as his dedication to firefighting, and 
serving the city of South Amboy, helping 
people whenever they were in need, in any 
way he could.  God Bless, John.

St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Parish

New Year’s Eve 
Centennial Year 
Kickoff Event

 St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish of Sayre-
ville, NJ, will welcome the New Year 2014 
by celebrating its 100 Year Anniversary and 
conducting a New Year’s Eve Party, Tues-
day, December 31st.  This is a family event 
that includes Mom, Dad, teens from age 13 
through 20 years of age and children 12 years 
of age and under.  Tickets for this event may 
be purchased in our church lobby before 
and after all weekend Masses.  Admission 
tickets prices are Adult:$35.00, Teen:$15.00 
and Child:$5.00.  Tickets are available at the 
Parish Office, Monday thru Friday, 9:00am 
– 3:00pm also Tuesday evenings 6:00pm 
– 9:00pm.

Location:  St. Stan’s Gym, 225 MacAr-
thur Ave, Sayreville, NJ, Date:    Tuesday, 
December 31, 2013, Time:   Festivities 
begin at 6:00pm, Please  NO BYOB, Mu-
sic Provided by the renowed DJ  Bruce Z. 
For further information please call:  Chris 
Bardsley  732-967-6316 or John Godowski 
732-257-3547.           

Please reserve as soon as possible.  
Happy New Year from St. Stan’s Parish.
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The Morgan-Parlin Panthers youngest cheer team, competing at the Pop Warner National 
competition at Orlando, Florida, finished 3rd place!  The Panthers Mitey Mites ages 5-7 years 
old, were fantastic, and all of Sayreville and South Amboy is proud of them!  Congratulations, 
Mitey Mites! (Photo/info submitted)
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The Mechanicsville Hose Co. No. 1 truck looks terrific all decorated for the annual Fire/First 
Aid Truck Parade in South Amboy, a community event that also included the Holiday Tree 
Lighting, the arrival of Santa Claus, hot chocolate, cookies, and much more.  (Photo by 
Joe Lotkowictz)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. South Amboy Senior Citizens Club first 
president?  a. Andrew Brown b. Phil Cuprz-
inski c. John Chlebicki
2. South Amboy first Business Administrator 
in 1970?  a. Edward McLane b. John Mason 
c. Nichloas Smolney
3. Sayreville’s mayor in ’73?  a. John Cz-
ernikowski b. John McCormack c. James 
Zagata
4. In 1983, where was Essex Chemical Corp. 
located in Sayeville?  a. River Rd. b. Jernee 
Mill Rd c. Crossman Rd.
5. The Sayreville HS musical in ’65 was?  
a. Camelot b. The Sound of Music c. The 
Way We Were
6. President of the South Amboy First Aid 
Squad in 1968?  a. John McCloud b. Wilbur 
Schmidt c. Thomas Hoover
7. In ’80, where was Spinelli Ford located 
in Sayreville?  a. Main St. b. Rt. 9 South c. 
Washington Rd.
8. In 1974, Sayreville’s Senior Building & 
Zoning Officer was?  a. John Zollinger b. 
George Kolb c. John E. Jackson
9. St. Mary’s HS play in ’93 was?  a. Misty 
b. Guys and Dolls c. Romeo & Juliet
10. In 1993, this carpet & upholstery cleaning 
business was located on Washington Ave. in 
South Amboy?  a. T & J Carpets b. Masters 
c. The Magic Wand
11. In ’76, the Sayreville Borough Council 
President?  a. Felix Wisniewski b. Raniero 
Travisano c. Alvin Jolly
12. Named Executive Director of South 
Amboy Housing Authority in 1984?  a. 
Woodrow McCarthy b. Robert Noble c. 
William O’Leary

Answers
1c 2a 3a 4c 5a 6b 7c 8a 9b 10c 11b 12b.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Board Of Education Write-Ins
In the South Amboy Board of Education 

election, the top write-ins were Tyler Simko 
122 votes, Michael Gross 59, John Bouchard 
18, Kevin Harth 14, Robert Geant 9.  Simko 
and Gross will now occupy 3-year seats on 
the Board.  Congratulations!

New Life Celebrating 35 Years!
Owner Joan Antonucci, of New Life 

Books and Bibles is celebrating the store’s 
35th Anniversary this month.  The store 
opened in December 1978, and is still going 
strong as one of the finest religious gift shops 
in the state of New Jersey.  Congratulations 
Joan, and may God continue to bless you for 
many more successful years! 

Rhyne Releases New Book
Leah Rhyne, daughter of former South 

Amboy resident Andy Soltis and his wife 
Wendy, has recently released a new book, 
“No Angels.”  The book can be purchased 
from Amazon.com.  She also wrote/released 
a book last year, “Zombie Days; Campfire 
Nights (Undead America),” which has done 
very well.

Semper Fi!
Joseph T. Phillips, son of former lo-

cal residents Larry & Jody Phillips, now 
residing in Alabama, and grandson on Jim 
& Mary Sal Phillips of South Amboy, has 
recently completed Basic Training at Parris 
Island, SC, and is a full-fledged U.S. Marine.  
Congratulations!

Correction
In the November issue, we inadvertently 

reported that Matthew Kenny received the 
Veteran of the Year Award from the Sayreville 
American Legion, when the honor was actu-
ally given by St. Stanislaus Kostka.  

In Memoriam
George Hackett, 73, a very popular 

South Amboy resident died on Nov. 19.  
Bernice McMahon, 84, of South Amboy 
died on Nov. 25.  She was a school nurse 
at Madison Park School before retiring.  In 
addition, she was a member of the Ladies 

(Continued on page 4)
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Sheila Gonzalez is pictured at her store, Fittings By Sheila, which is a division of 
Mid-Jersey Medical Supplies, located at 106 North Broadway, South Amboy.  (Photo 
submitted) 

Business Of The Month
Fittings By Sheila

Members of the American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy, are pictured 
braving the freezing cold and windy day during the Pearl Harbor Memorial Ceremony on 
Dec. 7th at the South Amboy Boat Ramp.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Fittings by Sheila of South Amboy 
has recently celebrated their one year 
anniversary. They are however far from 
beginners in South Amboy. Fittings by 
Sheila is a division of Mid Jersey Medi-
cal Supplies which has been serving the 
community for over 20 years. Owner 
Sheila Gonzalez, daughter of Dr. Jorge 
and Rosario Gonzalez has been follow-
ing in her parents footsteps since the age 
of 5. Growing up in the family business 
inspired her to choose a similar career. 
Sheila’s education and certifications in 
Business Administration, Mastectomy 
fitting and Respiratory Therapy along 
with her parents’ experience, inspiration 
and motivation, she has expanded the 
family business.

Fittings by Sheila offers women 

with mastectomies breast prosthesis, 
mastectomy bras, mastectomy swim-
suits, wigs, hair pieces and compression 
hosiery. Fittings for these products are 
performed onsite at the boutique and 
by appointment in the convenience of 
the patients’ home. Sheila also provides 
women with support and comfort during 
their recovery process.

Sheila said, “The biggest reward of 
my job is having my clients regularly stop 
by just to say hi, or a phone call ‘just to say 
thank you again’. This shows me I have 
not only provided a product, but I have 
also provided an invaluable rapport. I am 
very proud to be a part of South Amboy’s 
growing business community and look 
forward to supporting the community 
for many years to come.”  

Campaign Focuses on Preventing 
Texting Accidents

The number of pedestrians injured while 
using cell phones has more than doubled 
since 2004, according to a study published 
in the August 2013 edition of “Accident 
Analysis and Prevention.” Young people 
were especially at risk, with 16- to 25-year-
olds most likely to be injured as “distracted 
pedestrians.”

In an effort to combat this growing trend, 
the Middlesex County Comprehensive Traf-
fic Safety Program was developed, and it is 
promoting a contest for students to create 
a radio public service announcement or a 
poster or infographic explaining the dangers 
of distracted walking or cycling. 

The first prize is $500, second prize 
is $300, and third prize is $200. It is open 

to students enrolled at Middlesex County 
College or Rutgers University.

“The significant rise in pedestrian 
accidents caused by walking and texting 
is a major concern and we hope that this 
awareness campaign will help change habits 
that place walkers at risk,” said Middlesex 
County Freeholder James Polos, chairman 
of Public Safety and Health.

The aim of the campaign is to change the 
culture of distraction so everyone becomes 
focused on themselves and those around 
them and realizes the effects on others 
when distracted. For more information and 
official rules, go to http://mctrafficsafety.
com/contest.
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The Libraries of Middlesex (LMx) held a dinner at the Pines Manor on December 3, 2013 
to recognize those who have done an outstanding job. The Sayreville Public Library is 
happy to announce that two of our own, Sue Paul, Trustee of the Year and Susan Kaplan, 
Library Employee of the Year are the LMx awards recipients.  Congratulations! (Photo/Info 
Submitted)
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The Hair Shop II 
Opens

The Hair Shop II, formerly The Hair 
Shop, Parlin has  re-opened its salon at 
339 Main Street, South Amboy.  Maryann 
Minnella and her salon team:  April, Carrie, 
Donna, Emilia, Josie, Marisa, Rachel and 
Tina will continue making their existing and 
new clients look and feel their best.  A Grand 
Opening will be held at salon on January 11, 
2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Hair Shop II  hours are Tuesday – Friday  
9:30 am  - 8:00 pm and Saturdays  9:00 am 
– 4:00 pm.  

Please call (732) 727-5305 to book 
an appointment, Walk-ins are always wel-
come.  

Yearbook-Hoffman 1988
By Tom Burkard

When the Hoffman High School Class 
of ’88 returned for its final school year in 
Sept. 1987, the #1 song hit in the nation was 
“LaBamba” by Los Lobos.  The Hoffman 
yearbook was titled “Talk of the Town” and 
was a tribute to Reggie Carney.  Bill Beattie 
was principal, and some of the fine members 
of the faculty included David Inman, John 
Bernosky, Roberta Rim, John Green, Tony 
Gonsalves, Rich Klein and Sharon Silesky.  
Anne Marie Krygier was Student Council 
President, and Amy Toscano was President 
of the Honor Society.

Some members of the Class of ’88 
selected randomly were Karen Applegate, 
Karen Baetz, Douglas Bowers, Frederic 
Brown, Rene Chartier, Walter Collins, Kim 
Kurrie, Denise Falk, Judith Ferraro, Sherri 
Gagliano, Sheri Hackett, Patricia Hermes, 
Orville Herrod Jr., Morzena Kobrzynski, 
Allison McCarthy, William McDonnell, 
Clint Mason, Lisa Melhorn, Dawn Miloch-
ick, Lynell Murphy, Erik Misler, Elizabeth 
Pawelczyk, Jennifer Pluskota, Helene 
Ramer, Melissa Rufus, Gregory Saggau 
Jr., Robert Santucci, Catherine Shea, Lisa 
Stegway, Jennifer Tague, Joni Waresk, 
Victoria Weeks, Margaret Witham, Carrie 
Woznica, Jack Zito, Lauryn Hess, Melissa 
Vartholom, Donna Beckman.

Worldwide news in ’88 featured George 
Bush being re-elected President; Michael 
Dukakis losing his bid for the presidency, 
but his cousin Olympia Dukakis won an 
Oscar; Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson lost 
his gold medal in a steroid scandal; TV 
evangelist Jimmy Swaggert lost his pulpit 
after a scandal; Over 24,000 people were 
killed, and a half million left homeless after 
an earthquake in the Soviet Union.

The Governors had many fine senior 
athletes in ’88 including Stephen Chrza-
szcz, Brian Gay, Francis Garguilo Jr., John 
Heflin, Michelle Herrick, Robert Limardo 
III, Dawn Mocarski, William Moskal, Paul 
Noble, Brian Regan, Lisa Smith, Mary Ann 
Stephanick, Amy Toscano, Susan Van Reed, 
Kimberly Wallace, Theresa Zulin, Scott 
Watschinger.

1988 was the year that the incredible 
Lady Governors girls’ basketball team 
breezed to its fourth consecutive Group I 
State Championship under the great Coach 
Reggie Carney.

At graduation time, George Michael’s 
“One More Try” was the top song in the 
U.S.A.  Hoffman High’s Class of 1988 was 
a pretty great group of young adults with 
bright futures ahead.  

Be a Volunteer at 
the South Amboy 

Branch YMCA
The YMCA is a volunteer-driven com-

munity organization that has been in exis-
tence for over 150 years.  Volunteering at the 
Y is a rewarding, fun & fulfilling experience!  
Opportunities available at the Y are special 
events, office, maintenance, child care, 
fundraising and more.  Volunteer at the Y to 
receive Community Service Hours for gradu-
ation!  Stop by the South Amboy Branch 
YMCA to fill out a volunteer application.  
For more information contact Lois Griffin 
732-316-8219 or email her at Livestrong-
SouthAmboy@ymcaofmewsa.org

AOH of South Amboy, Middlesex 
County Retired Educators Assn., and 
NJEA.  Bernice was a fine lady, admired 
and respected by all.  Elliott Hodges Sr., 
who owned 

B & E Transportation and also South 
River Bus Co. (off Bordentown Ave. in Par-
lin), died on Nov. 29.  He was an advertiser 
with The SA Times many years ago, and a 
real gentleman to deal with.  

Rosemary Kurtz, 82, of South Amboy 
died on Dec. 1.  Many years ago, she served 
as the Court Clerk for the city of South 
Amboy.  A wonderful lady with a beautiful 
personality, she was a member of Catholic 
Daughters of America, Court Sancta Maria 
#382, St. Mary’s Altar Rosary Society, Junior 
Women’s Club, and was also a volunteer 
as a caring listener at St. Mary’s Grammar 
School.  Alfonso Gigliello, 95, of Parlin died 
on Dec. 3.  He was an usher at St. Bernadette’s 
Church, a volunteer for the Sayreville PBA, 
and a Sayreville Little League coach.

They will be sadly missed, but never 
forgotten during the holiday season and 
always.

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)
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Santa Claus made his annual visit to Keyport 
IHOP at 106 Route 36 on Dec. 7th, to the 
delight of many children of all ages, who 
chatted with Santa, and also had their pictures 
taken with him.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Tricky Tray To 
Benefit New 

Beginnings Animal 
Rescue

New Beginnings Animal Rescue will 
hold a Tricky Tray on Friday, January 17, 
2014 at VFW Post 4699, Jernee Mill Road 
in Sayreville.

Doors open at 6 PM and the drawing 
starts at 7:30 PM sharp.  Tickets are $10 in 
advance, $12 at the door and include one 
sheet of Tier 1 tickets, coffee and cake, soda 
and door prizes.  Light refreshments will be 
available.  Outside food is also welcome. 

Cash bar available.  No outside bever-
ages permitted. No one under 18 will be 
admitted, no exceptions.  Tables may be 
reserved for parties of 8 or 10.

To purchase tickets please mail checks 
to New Beginnings Animal Rescue, 26 
Windsor Drive, East Brunswick, NJ 08816 
or call Karen at (732) 816-7381 for details 
on purchasing tickets in person.  

DADDY-DAUGHTER 
DATE NIGHT

 The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary 
Club will sponsor  its 9th Annual Daddy-
Daughter Date Night on Friday, February 7th 
from 7-10 P.M. at the VFW Hall, Jernee Mill 
Rd., Sayreville.  Proceeds will be donated 
to community activities and humanitar-
ian projects.  Dads, uncles, granddads and 
stepdads can escort their favorite special 
little girl to dinner, dancing and fun.  Child-
friendly buffet, raffles and gifts.  Cost is $55 
per couple, $25 each additional special girl.  
Limited seating, early reservations recom-
mended.  Call Greg at: (732) 721-0400 or 
email:  greg@customfinancial.org.

Bye Bye Birdie
The Sayreville Middle School PTO 

Proudly Presents Bye Bye Birdie. Perfor-
mances are at the Sayreville war Memo-
rial H.S. Auditorium - 820 Washington Rd. 
Parlin, NJ. Friday January 10th @7:30pm, 
Saturday January 11 @ 7:30pm, Sunday 
January 12 @ 2pm. Tickets are General 
Admission. 3 years old and under: Free, 4-12 
years old: $5.00, 13 years old and up: $7.00, 
Tickets may be purchased at the door the day 
of the show OR Contact: Marie Malara 732-
525-5290 EXT 2370

South Amboy Elementary Academic 
Achievement MP 1 

HONOR ROLL WITH DISTINCTION 
- FOURTH GRADE - Isabella Bielinski, 
Louis DeGrazia, Robert Dieckman, Emily 
Drill , Aidan Kenny, Skylar Krass, Tatjana 
Roessle, Ryan Rosseter, Ryan Schaaf, Stefan 
Trailovic, Alexandra Zaretsky 

HONOR ROLL – Rafael Albarran, 
Katie Lynn Breur, Breyden Brown, Zalet 
Castillo, Adam Ahmed Eldeeb, Elizabeth 
Fookson, Taylor Gliese, Makayala Jones, 
Cori LaVigne, Aiden Mahoney, Alexis 
Moakler, Zachary Pawlik, Emily Peterson, 
Michael Rojewski, Donovan Savage, Jacob 
Uscocovich, Anthony Vella, Jonathan Wen, 
Raquel Yanez 

HONOR ROLL WITH DISTINCTION 
– FIFTH GRADE – Jacey Buczek, Andrew 
Juhass, Zachary Pyle 

HONOR ROLL - Michael Abbatiello, 
Alex Chiu, Alexis Conklin, Nicholas Fehl, 
Casey Fenlon 

Olivia Fernandez, Gabriella Grande, 

Ava Grasso, Tyler Hoeschele, Landon 
Lepardo, Jeremias Mandry Jakob Mercado, 
Shane Murphy, Dennis Noon, Steven Pieklo, 
Lili Poland, Harris Pyo, Morgan Schuck, 
Jake Szatkowski, Xavier Vanterpool 

HONOR ROLL WITH DISTINCTION 
– SIXTH GRADE – Melissa Abbatiello, 
Kailie Arsenault 

Hammad Farooq, Joseph Finnegan, 
Alexa Noon, Nashari Payano, Caroline 
Sadelski, 

Emma Schaefer, Aliyah White 
HONOR ROLL – Zechariah Ad-

ams-Duckson, Jaden Agnew, Christopher 
Almeida, Brendan Brown-Soper, Jayana 
Correa, Amanda Hayes, Joshua Jimenez, 
Philip Joks, 

Alyure Kay-Flagg, Sarah Knapik, 
Nicholas Luisi, Selina Maisonett, Louis 
Martinez, Larenz Mayer, 

Bryan Pena, Liv Rager, Jacob Ross, 
Rachel Tavarez, Mary Ann Walsh
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Handel’s Messiah Rescheduled
Music at Saint Mary’s annual per-

formance of Handel’s Messiah has been 
rescheduled for Saturday, January 4, 2014 
at 7:30 PM.  Come and experience this 
wonderful oratorio in beautiful Victorian 
Gothic surroundings, surrounded by the 

glow of candlelight.  Saint Mary Church, 
256 Augusta Street, South Amboy, NJ 08879.  
This concert is free, with donations gratefully 
accepted at the door.  For more information, 
please call 732-721-0179.

John Quinones (l) of the popular TV show “What Would You Do” is pictured with Peterpank 
Diner owner, Alex Panko (r).  The show recorded an episode at The Pank, and it was aired 
on ABC.  (Photo courtesy of Mary Sohor) 
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Kevin Gay, 14 years old of South Amboy (c) is pictured receiving his grand prize for winning 
an essay contest titled “Do A Good Deed,” which was sponsored by Dr. Mariana Blagoev, 
who is located at 1145 Bordentown Ave., Suite 7, Parlin.  Dr. Blagoev (r) presented the 
brand-new laptop to Kevin.   Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (l) was the guest V.I.P. at 
the event. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Our Lady of Victory Columbiettes assisted by members from Knights of Columbus Council  
2061 recently held their 9th annual Sisters In Service Dinner at their council home. Pictured 
are the Sisters that were honored, as well as the Columbiettes Chaplin, Father Ken Murphy 
of St. Stan’s Church. Along with a beautiful mass service and a fabulous meal, the Sisters 
were also given small tokens of appreciation from the Columbiette members. (Photo/Info 
Submitted)

Dentist Rewards Local Youth
For Doing A Good Deed

(Article Submitted)
Parlin dentist, Dr. Mariana Blagoev 

believes that many good deeds done each 
day are going unrewarded.  “We all know 
that negativity will not improve a situa-
tion, but complimenting or rewarding a job 
well-done will actually prompt more of 
those good activities,” says Dr. Blagoev.  
She decided to run an essay contest, “Do 
A Good Deed,” open to any youth 18 years 
old and under, with the grand prize being a 
brand-new laptop.

The winner was Kevin Gay, 14, who 
attends South Amboy HS, and had helped 
victims of Hurricane Sandy when it struck.  
He spent 4 days unloading trailers with 
ice and water for people to come and pick 
up.  At the end, he said, “I helped so many 
people and I felt good about myself.  I like 
to help people and see the appreciation in 
their faces.”

According to Dr. Blagoev, “There is no 

greater joy for a parent than knowing that 
their children are on the right path.  I am 
happy that we are able to inspire youths to 
focus on the spirit of helping and giving.”

The contest was one of the many events 
Dr. Blagoev has done for her community.  
In August, she held a free Emergency Den-
tal Day, where she opened her office and 
treated the underserved in the community 
at no cost.  

Dr. Blagoev said that, “People help-
ing people have been one of the prominent 
strengths of our country.  I love to serve 
my community in more ways than just 
dentistry.”

Details of Dr. Blagoev’s other com-
munity event, including a Free Dental Day 
she held this year can be found at: http://
brightsmilesdental.com/index.php/category/
community/

Attention South 
Amboy / Sayreville 

Residents:  
Sayreville Auxiliary Police are seeking 

new members to join its volunteer force. 
Interested applicants must be 18 years of 
age or older, be able to pass a criminal 
background check and possess a valid New 
Jersey driver’s license. 

Interested applicants can download an 
application from:

www.sayrevillepoliceaux.org, or send a 
letter of interest to: Sayreville Police Depart-
ment, Attn: Auxiliary Police, 1000 Main St., 
Sayreville, NJ 08872. 

Include your full legal name, address, 
phone number and a brief summary about 
yourself.
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Brian O’Connor and his All Star Band of musical students from the Brian O’Connor School of 
Music in South Amboy put on another great Christmas show at the War Memorial Veterans 
Home on Sunday Dec. 10, 2013. The room was packed with residents and another 60 or 
so people who just came to see the concert. A great show and a fun time for all. The Band 
consists of ( front row) Tyler McCormack, Cynthia Corujo, Mike Autunnale, Anthony Pesch and 
D.J. Crocker  (2nd row)  Brian Batista, Suhani Shah, Brendan O’Keeffe, Brian O’Connor, 
Kyle O’Connor and  Louis Mastro  (back row)  Kevin O’Connor, Bruce Grankowski, Steven 
Steele and Frank Levering. (Photo/Info Submitted)

OLV  Sands Trip
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

three trips to the Sands Casino. The dates 
are: Sunday, January 26, February 16, and 
March 23. The cost of the trips is $30.00. 
All participants will receive $25 in slot 
money and $5 food voucher. The bus will 
leave OLV lower parking lot at 1:30 PM 
and return approximately 9:30 pm. For in-
formation or to book a seat please call Geri 
at 732-257-4351.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -E.P.

1st Mother/Son 
Dance

(Article submitted)
Bring the special boy in your life to a 

fun-filled night!  For all boys ages 18 and 
under, grandmother/grandson, godmother/
godson, aunts/nephews all welcome! Sat., 
Feb. 8, 2014 at VFW Post 4699, 575 Jernee 
Mill Rd., Sayreville from 6-9 p.m.  Catering 
by Nunzio’s, DJ by Hi NRG Sound Produc-
tion (same DJ who does the schools), you 
will have a photo opportunity with Marconin 
Photography, door prizes, Lego Minecraft 
raffle, Call of Duty Ghosts raffle, Diary of 
a Mushy Mom Rowley dance contest, best 
dance duo will receive a copy of “Hard 
Luck.”  First person at the door will receive a 
Game stop gift card!  Much more, lot of fun 
planned for the boys!  Tickets are $55 per 
couple and can be purchased : check/money 
order made payable to either Cash or Sha-
rina Rivera.  In memo make sure to include 
Mother/Son Dance, P.O. Box 27, Parlin, 
NJ 08859.  A portion of the proceeds will 
benefit Alex Lemonade Stand fight against 
childhood cancer.
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The students of St. Stan’s School know the importance of helping others.  Each class put 
together a Thanksgiving basket for a family in need.  Pictured here are some 8th grade 
students who helped carry the baskets to the parish office.  (Photo/info courtesy of Lisa 
Grover)

This holly tree at Waterfront Park, which 
is dedicated in the memory of James 
Lovely, has been beautifully decorated 
for Christmas by locals.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

THE SONGS OF CHRISTMAS
By Elaine Holton Scott

On a cold Christmas Eve in 1914 during 
the early part of WWI, German and British 
troops faced each other from their trenches.  
With darkness having ended the day’s fighting, 
all was quiet on the Western Front.   Suddenly, 
the sound of German voices could be heard 
singing “Stille Nacht” in the silence, and soon, 
British soldiers raised their voices to sing 
“Silent Night” in English along with them.  
When Christmas dawned, the guns on both 
sides remained silent, exchanged for the sound 
of laughter.  There were no enemies that day, 
just young men sharing food, coffee, cigarettes, 
plum pudding and memorabilia…some even 
playing a game of football.  A Christmas song 
had given each of them a gift of peace before 
the carnage of battle would begin again the 
following day.

There have been many songs dedicated to 
the birth of Christ throughout the ages, the first 
known one being the hymn, “Come, Savior of 
the Gentiles,” from 4th century Rome.  The 
earliest songs were “hymnal,” written to be 
sung in Church.  “The Golden Age of English 
Carols” was the period of 1350 – 1550, a time 
when a “happy blend” of religious and secular 
Christmas songs became popular.  Many of 
those old songs are still sung today.

The first song I remember trying to sing 
as a very small child was “Christmas Choo 
Choo Train” by Gene Autry from his 78 
rpm Christmas album.  Having been born in 
Mechanicsville just one street over from the 
railroad tracks, I was already very familiar with 
seeing and hearing trains.  I guess that’s why I 
had loved that song more than any other.  My 
dad singing it along with me was also another 

good reason.  That was in the early part 
of the 1950’s, when all over the country 
small kids like myself were singing “Jingle 
Bells,” “Rudolph the Red-nosed Rein-
deer,” “Frosty the Snowman,” “All I Want 
for Christmas is My Two Front Teeth,” 
“I’m Gettin’ Nuttin for Christmas,” and “I 
Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus.”  

In the years before the public broad-
casting of religious holiday songs was 
deemed to be socially offensive, they had 
been an important part of the Christmas 
Season music.  From A.M. radios in homes, 
stores, and outdoor speakers would play, 
“I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas,” 
“Silver Bells,” “Let It Snow,” “O, Come 
All Ye Faithful,” “Here Comes Santa 
Claus,” “Away in a Manger,” “Joy to the 
World,” “We Three Kings,” “O, Little 
Town of Bethlehem,” “White Christmas,” 
“O, Holy Night,” “Santa Claus Is Coming 
to Town,” “The Little Drummer Boy,” 
“The First Noel,” “Up on The Housetop,” 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear,” “God 
Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” “Let There Be 
Peace on Earth,” “Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing,” “Deck the Halls,”  “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas,” “Jingle Bell Rock,” 
“Blue Christmas,” and the song which had 
stopped a war, “Silent Night.”  

***On Dec. 7, 1914, Pope Benedict 
XV suggested a hiatus to the war in celebra-
tion of Christmas.  The warring countries 
declined.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!!!

Church Schedule
For Christmas

Saint Mary Church
Sat., Dec. 21-Advent Penance Ser-

vice; Christmas Masses-Dec. 24-Vigil: 5 
& 7 p.m.; Dec. 25-Day: 8 & 10 a.m.
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Sayreville Auxiliary Police donated $600 in gift cards to two local families in need during 
the 2013 holiday season.  Since becoming an IRS recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit, we 
are able to collect tax deductible donations and provide even more help to the residents 
who need the help most. (Photos/Info Submitted)

Thank You
I would like to thank everyone involved 

with this year’s Holiday Toys for Tots pro-
gram, it was a huge success.  The program 
was able to help 120 children of Sayreville 
have a brighter Christmas.  A very special 
thank you to Jim Gillette, Weichert Realtors, 
Sayreville Soccer Association,  Sayreville 
Little League, Goddard School, Sayreville 
South Amboy Girl Scouts, Recreation Ad-
visory Board, and the many residents who 

donated toys to support this event.  These fine 
organizations helped to make the Holiday 
season a joyful one for the needy children 
of our community.

From Our Family to Yours, Have a 
Happy Healthy Holiday Season and a Joy-
ous New Year.

Sincerely, Jerry Ust
Director of Recreation



       December 21, 2013   South Amboy-Sayreville Times12

Early Thanksgiving-On Nov. 23rd, Saint Bernadette’s Youth Group prepared and served a 
Thanksgiving luncheon for the senior residents at McCarthy Towers of South Amboy.  Kathy 
Keays (r) in striped shirt supervised the youngsters.   All in attendance enjoyed it very much 
and remarked that they were looking forward to next year’s luncheon.  The Youth Group 
volunteers were congratulated for a job well done.  (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Members of the Color Guard of American Legion Lenape Post No. 211 along with veterans 
of the Army and Marine Corps presented a Blue Star Banner to Palma Von Gonten in 
recognition of her son Michael’s service to our country.  Michael is currently serving in the 
U.S. Navy.  The presentation took place at Samsel Upper Elementary School during a 
recent visit by the veterans.  (Photo/info submitted)
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Like Father, Like Sons-Patrick Rock Jr. (c) has been a volunteer firefighter with Protection 
Engine Co. #1 in South Amboy for 47 years.  His son Pat III (r) has 14 years of volunteer 
service combined with Morgan Hose & Chemical Co., Sayreville, and Annandale Fire Co. 
in Annandale, NJ.  Jeff (l), the other son of Pat. Jr. has 14 years of volunteer service with 
Morgan Hose & Chemical Co., Sayreville.  (Photo/info submitted)

OLV Senior Group 
Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will meet on 
Friday, January 3, 2014 at 1 PM in Mon-
signor Dalton Hall. After a brief meeting, 
the group will have their annual Game Day. 
Please bring your favorite game to play 
with your friends and other members of the 
group. Refreshments will be served during 
the game period. Payment for the January 
Sands trip is due at this meeting. The Moses 
Sight and Sound trip payment of $130.00 is 
also due. Non perishable foods will be col-
lected for St. Vincent de Paul. If you have 
not ordered your sandwich for the January 
meeting please call Geriat 732-257-4351 
no later than Dec. 30th. No orders will be 
taken after that date due to the holiday. For 
further information or questions call Teri at 
732-727-7639.
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Gerard Bergin (R) and Heather McLaughlin 
(L) were selected Prince and Princess of St. 
Mary’s Christmas Ball in 1973.

Young couples posed for this great shot at the Christmas Ball in ’73. Christmas Ball-

A TALE OF CHRISTMAS PAST REDUX
Bt HENNY THE DJ 

Remember the great last scene in Jean 
Shepard’s now “must see” film about 

Christmas, “ Christmas Story” ‘No, 
Ralphie, you can’t have a BB gun, you’ll 
shoot your eye out’ when the Bumpus’s 
dogs stole the turkey off the kitchen table 
and they all had to eat  their Chrismas din-
ner at a Chinese restaurant? “Deck the hall 
with boughs of Horry, Fa ra ra ra ra ra, ra 
ra ra ra; ‘tis the season to be Jorry, Fa ra ra 
ra ra ra, ra ra ra ra.” Notice it wasn’t the 
perfect Christmas that he remembered with 
such clarity, it was the Christmas of chaos, 
disappointment and “folly”. But I think that 
should be ‘forry’ keeping in the spirit of Jean 
Shepherd’s restaurant caroleers.

 Maybe the happiest Christmases we 
remember are the ones when our kids were 
young and we got to experience that deep, 
deep feeling of family on that wonderful 
Christmas morning when the rugs were all 
filled with broken Christmas balls, tinsel 
falling down, lights that stopped working, 
wrapping paper, plastic and cardboard boxes, 
and Duracell batteries, but when it comes to 
our own personal childhood Christmases we 
remember the ones with “warts” more deeply 
that the storybook ones. At least I do. And 
it’s easy for me because I almost became the 
Grinch that Stole Christmas from my family 
and they never even knew it until now.

 This particuar Christmas Eve, we’re 
talking here about Christmas of ’57, my 
mother, father, brothers John and Eddie 
walked in the snow down David street and 
over to Augusta to go to Midnight Mass at 
St Mary’s, and I was left at home to baby 
sit my two year old sister, Nancy, because 
at 15years old I was considered responsible 
enough to watch her in a safe and secure man-
ner.. And, of course, I took it very seriously, 
but as we all know with children, especially 
toddlers, anything can happen.

 Because of the hubbub of Christmas or 
because of it was a part of fate, who knows, 

soon after they all left, Nancy woke up and 
let it be known that she wanted to come out 
into the parlor. So, of course, since it was 
Christmas Eve I obliged her and placed her 
in her rocker that with a curved railing at 
the bottom looked very appropriately like 
a miniature sleigh. Now I’ve got the TV on 
and I’m probably hypnotized by the Yule 
Log on Channel 11, and Nancy is wildly 
rocking back and forth excitedly eyeballing 
the tree and the presents and the Yule Log: 
the whole scene. When all of a sudden after 
one especially energetic rock she catapults 
herself out of the rocker and after almost a 
complete flip slams right into the Christ-
mas Tree knocking the whole deal on a 45 
degree angle leaning back into the corner 
of the room.

I thought she was really hurt. She was 
sobbing and sobbing and sobbing as I gin-
gerly picked her up and held her up to my 
shoulder telling her I was so sorry. I was so 
sorry. However it was just the shock of the 
somersault that had her crying so much, and 
she soon quieted down and was well enough 
to sit on the couch with me as together we 
both looked forlornly at a Christmas tree that 
looked more like a Leaning Tower of Pisa!

Finally, she fell back asleep and I put 
her back in her bed. I went out to the parlor 
and starting from the ground up righted the 
tree, picked up the broken tree items, and 
replaced the dented packages in a man-
ner that would keep the evidence of the 
catastrophe from being discovered. And it 
worked. They came home. Nancy seemed 
Ok, and like the cleaning lady on the stairs 
in Alistar Sim’s “A Christmas Carol” I “ kept 
me mouth shut!”

Now every Christmas as well as every 
time I see one of the great acrobats fly 
through the air in “ Cirque du Soleil” I 
think of that particular Christmas and my 
airborne sister and I crying together on a 
cold Christmas Eve.

40 Years Ago
Dec. 22, 1973-St. Mary’s HS held its an-

nual Christmas Ball, and those who attended 
were put in the special mood for the season 
with the theme, “The Spirit of Christmas.”   
Different from Christmas Balls in the past, 
the event was held at Diamond Jim’s Res-
taurant.  Previously, all the other Christmas 
Balls were held in St. Mary’s Cafeteria.  

A new tradition was instituted as the 
juniors cast ballots to elect the Prince & 
Princess of the Christmas Ball.  Chosen 
were Gerard Bergin and Heather McLaugh-
lin.  Couples danced throughout the night 
to music provided by Billy Bang and his 
band.  It’s hard to believe that 40 years have 
passed since that most memorable night in 
December 1973. 

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -T.B.

(clip and save)
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Past Business

1920’s-If the store on the right looks familiar to you, it is the current location of Center Deli 
on Stevens Ave. in South Amboy.  If you look closely at the building on the left, you can see 
gas pumps and a Tydol sign on the building, which would indicate that it is a gas/service 
station.  Does anyone have any idea what these two businesses of almost 100 years ago 
were named?  Please let us know. 

Percy Williams, volunteer at the Old Bridge Food Bank; Anthony Detoro, Amboy VP Branch 
Administration; Gregory Scharpf, Amboy Senior Vice President and Jennifer Flaherty, Old 
Bridge Food Bank load up two vans full of food collected at the Administration Building 
during Amboy’s food drive.  (Photo/Story Submitted)

A Gift Card For 
Christmas

Anonymous
c. 2010

If you’re Christmas shopping 
And don’t know what to get
Give a gift card
It’s the easiest thing yet
Christmas shopping is not so hard
When you buy friends and loved ones
The perfect gift card
It save lots of time and stress
If you’re not sure what to get
And on Christmas Day
Your loved one will confess
It’s their best gift yet.

FRIENDS HELPING 
FRIENDS IN NEED

The Holiday Season will soon be here 
along with its traditional activities such 
as gift giving, parties, dinners, and get to-
gethers.  For many families however, this 
season brings stress and heartache because 
of the current economic conditions which 
have hindered their ability to celebrate the 
Holiday.

St Stan’s Rosary Altar Society would 
like to help, but we need you to open your 
hearts to our friends in need.  We are asking 
for a monetary donation of your choice, or 
a Shop Rite gift card. Shop Rite gift cards 
for the needy members of our community 
will be distributed accordingly.

Please place your donation in an enve-
lope marked to the Rosary Altar Society, attn: 
Connie.  You can choose to remain anony-
mous.  The deadline is Monday, December 
30th, 2013.  Any amount will be appreciated.  
Checks may be made payable to the St. Stan’s 
Rosary Altar Society.  You may mail your 
donation to St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, 
225 MacArthur Ave, Sayreville, NJ 08872.  
On your check please indicate on the memo 
line Vouchers.

Thank you for your donation and may 
you be blessed this Holiday Season for your 
kindness and generosity!

With our sincere appreciation,

Holiday Donation 
Program for the 

Needy
We have extended our fundraiser a few 

days longer due to the date the South Amboy, 
Sayreville Times will go to press.  We wanted 
to make sure that the readers will have an 
opportunity to support our Friends Helping 
Friends in Need Program.

Amboy Bank hosts 
its annual food 

drive
In the month of November, all 23 offices 

of Amboy Bank have been collecting food 
and household items for food banks in their 
branch area. Every Amboy office manager 
selected a food bank to collect for in their 
community. In many cases Amboy has a 
strong relationship with the organizations 
including Elijah’s Promise, the Old Bridge 
Food Bank and the Samaritan Center. 

Gregory Scharpf, Chief Retail Bank-
ing Officer, stated “Thanks to the support 
of our generous clients and neighbors the 
program has been a huge success. We were 
able to distribute our collectables in time for 
Thanksgiving.” 

Founded in 1888, Amboy Bank a full-
service commercial bank with 23 offices in 
Central New Jersey prides itself on quality 
service and responsiveness. Amboy Bank has 
been voted “Best Bank in Central Jersey” 
for the past 16 years in a row.  
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Music Trivia
Christmas Sounds

By Tom Burkard
1.__Jingle Bell Rock a. Elvis Presley
2.__Happy Christmas b. Gene Autry
3.__We Need A Little Christmas c. Bing Crosby
4.__Santa Claus Is Coming To Town d. John Lennon & Yoko Ono
5.__Do They Know It’s Christmas e. Percy Faith
6.__Blue Christmas f. Bobby Helms
7.__White Christmas g. The Beach Boys
8.__Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer h. The Royal Guardsmen
9.__Holly Jolly Christmas i. Elmo & Patsy
10._Snoopy’s Christmas j. Burl Ives
11._Little St. Nick k. Jose Feliciano
12._Feliz Navidad l. Bruce Springsteen
13._Little Drummer Boy m. Perry Como
14._Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer n. Harry Simeone Chorale
15._Home For The Holidays o. Band Aid 

Answers
1f 2d 3e 4l 5o 6a 7c 8i 9j 10h 11g 12k 13n 14b 15m.                                     

Dowdell Library’s Community Open House featured great music by a duo called Virago.  
Maire Tashjian (l) is playing a makeshift drum with guitar player Amy Schindler (r) on guitar.  
The band thoroughly entertained the audience with several types of music, and especially 
their new hit song, “Love Over Fear,” from their recently recorded CD of the same name.  
The girls live in Old Bridge, and are professional musicians, who play and entertain at parties, 
clubs, weddings, and many other occasions throughout NJ, NY, PA, and other countries.  In 
2012, they won an international music competition that was held in Las Vegas, NV.  Virago 
can be contacted at: www.viragomusic.com.  (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Rumbles From The 
Rock &

Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Hey kids, first off, a round of congrats 
and thanks to Mr. Jerry Ust, his staff, Mr. 
Phil Quigley and his staff, and all who took 
part in the Sayreville Rec Department’s 
“Holiday Festival” on Sun., Dec. 8th at 
Kennedy Park.  A special hello goes out 
to Mr. James Craft, and Mr. Paul Caruso, 
chorus director, and band director respec-
tively for presenting the crowd with special 
performances from both groups.  You guys 
do a fantastic job year after year.  Last, but 
not least, to Emerson and Amy Jones from 
Basement Audio Sound Reproductions for 
going above and beyond the call of duty to 
provide the sound reinforcement in such 
adverse weather conditions.  A truly amazing 
duo, and a fantastic job!

NOW!  IMPORTANT NEWS!  Put this 
date on your calendars boys and girls—Sun-
day, Jan. 19th, Mr. Jerry Ust and his staff 
from the Sayreville Rec. Dept. are present-
ing a “Rock & Roll Fundraiser” for Tara 
Rodriguez Schnitzer, to help with family 
expenses during the fight of a serious illness.  
The event will be held at Bello’s Family 
Restaurant & Sports Bar, at 1 Roosevelt 
Blvd., here in beautiful downtown Parlin, 
from 12 noon to 6 p.m.  Pre-Sale tix are $20, 
and $25 at the door.  Pre-sale tix checks pay-
able to S.A.B.I.C./Tara’s Fund, P.O. Box 14, 
Sayreville, NJ 08872.  Tickets will be sent 
by return mail, and great live entertainment 
will await you with a lot of super Rock & 
Roll from “Simple Groove,” “FOG,” and 
Sayreville’s ONLY Classic Rock Band, “The 
Rockdaddys.”  There will be a CASH BAR, 
CASH FOOD, DOOR PRIZES, so make the 
date, be there to help out a neighbor, enjoy 
the atmosphere, music, food, and friends.  
For more info, CALL 732-390-2918 or go 
to: just@sayreville.com.  See you guys and 
gals there!  Till then, be well!

You Tube- In
By Tom Burkard

Christmas Songs worth checking out-
Christmas Time Is Here-Debby Boone; 
Mary’s Boy Child-Roger Whittaker; Happy 
Holiday-Andy Williams; C-H-R-I-S-T-M-
A-S—Eddy Arnold; Christmas Eve In My 
Hometown-Kate Smith; Snowfall-Tony 
Bennett; Gesu Bambino-Vienna Boys Choir 
& Luciano Pavarotti; Bells of St. Mary’s-
Bing Crosby (1945), which was also done 
by Jane Morgan, and in ’63 by Bob B. Soxx 
& The Bluejeans, produced by Phil Spector; 
Jolly Old St. Nicholas-Riga Dom Cathedral 
Boys Choir; Little Drummer Boy-Vienna 
Boys Choir; Step Into Christmas-Elton 
John (1973); Thank God For Kids-The 
Oak Ridge Boys; Santa Looked A Lot Like 
Daddy-Brad Paisely; Christmas Time Is 
Here-Vince Guaraldi; Somewhere In My 
Memory (1992)-The Boston Pops, com-
poser/conductor John Williams; Christmas In 
The Sand-Colbie Caillat-Bubbly…Probably 
the best vocal harmonies on a Christmas 
song just came out  this year on the Little 
Drummer Boy cover by Pentatonix.  It really 
is an amazing work…Other Songs-

Say Something by Ian Axel sounds 
pretty cool…The Shaggs were a 3-piece 
girls’ band formed in Fremont, NH in ’68. 
Frank Zappa rated them the #3 best band in 
history in an ‘83 interview with a Norwegian 
newspaper.  Listen to their song “Philosophy 
of the World” and judge for yourself…

1960’s-Check out “Psychotic Reac-
tion” by Count Five on their ’66 live TV 
appearance…Also, “Pushin’  Too Hard” by 
The Seeds, and “Good Golly Miss Molly” 
by CCR…

2013-Kenny Rogers & Dolly Parton 
have yet another big hit on their hands, “You 
Can’t Make Old Friends,” which is really an 
outstanding song.  Give it a listen.#1 Pop Hits-Dec. 21

2003-Hey Ya!-OutKast
1993-Hero-Mariah Carey
1983-Say Say Say-McCartney & Jackson
1973-The Most Beautiful Girl-Charlie 
Rich
1963-Dominique-The Singing Nun

#1 Country Hits-
Dec. 21

2003-There Goes My Life-Kenny 
Chesney
1993-I Don’t Call Him Daddy-Doug Su-
pernaw
1983-Houston-Larry Gatlin & The Gatlin 
Bros.
1973-If We Make It Through December-
Merle Haggard
1963-Love’s Gonna Live Here-Buck Ow-
ens

Did You Ever Hear Of The Generations
 Or The Invaders?

By Tom Burkard
If you grew up around here in 60’s, 

there’s a good chance you remember two 
outstanding music groups from across the 
bridge in Perth Amboy, The Generations, 
and The Invaders.  Both groups probably 
had a couple gigs around South Amboy 
and Sayreville, although South Amboy was 
dominated by The Profit$, a really popular St. 
Mary’s HS group of rockers, and Sayreville 
had its own favorite rock ‘n’ roll band, The 
Renegades, comprised of Sayreville War 
Memorial HS students.

 The Generations, a super-soul group 

with horns, cut an excellent 45 rpm record, 
“Soul Country” written by Bruce Kovacs, 
on the A side, and a slow song, “To You” 
penned by Danny Eaton on the flip side of 
their Omen Records label release.

The Invaders led by Isaac Rosa also 
released a 45, “Wildroote,” an instrumental, 
and a beautiful song, “Oh Lord.”  The late Jess 
Dehnz Jr. of Sayreville, was the outstanding 
sax player in this band. 

NOTE: More on The Generartions and 
also The Invaders and other great Perth Am-
boy bands of the 1960’s next month. 

Rare/Novelty 
Christmas Songs

On You Tube
By Tom Burkard

The following is a listing of some very 
rare, seldom heard, and some very strange 
Christmas songs you can find on Youtube.
com; I Want A Hippopotamus For Christmas 
sung by Shirley Temple; Nightmare Before 
Christmas by Ray Stevens; I Dreamed That I 
Was Santa Claus (And Santa Claus Was Me); 
Santa’s Super Sleigh; That’s What I Want For 
Christmas by Shirley Temple; It’s T. Rexmas 
by Marc Bolen and T. Rex in 1972; Christmas 
In My Heart (1950) by Fran Allison; The Very 
Best Time Of Year by Polyphony; Rockin’ 
Around The Christmas Tree by Three Dog 
night (1984); I Want A Dog For Christmas 
(1948) by the Billy Mayo Quintet; Let’s 
Have An Old Fashioned Christmas (1952) 
by Don Cornell; Red Cheeks & White Whis-
kers (1950); Red, White & Blue Christmas 
(2008) by Annie Moses Band; All Around 
The Christmas Tree (1946); When Christmas 
Chimes Are Ringing (1922); If It Doesn’t 
Snow On Christmas (1949) by Gene Autry, 
an excellent tune.

Do You Remember?
The rock concert on Aug. 18, 1975 at 

Colonel’s Garter, which was sponsored by 
the South Amboy Lions Club for the benefit 
of the blind.  Admission was $1 donation, 
and you were treated to some great music 
by the following bands: Madison; Salvation; 
Zapp; Backus; Lock-Stock & Barrel.  Does 
anyone remember any of these groups, or 
who played in them?  How About the St. 
Mary’s HS dance held by the senior class 
on Nov. 26, 1963 in the school cafeteria.  
The theme was the “Pumpkin Festival,” and 
music was by The Wanderers.  Did anyone 
ever hear of them?  Let us know.

Springsteen 
Sounds Great 

On Two New Songs
Tom Burkard

Bruce Springsteen’s new CD will be out 
after New Year’s, but there are two songs 
on it that already are on youtube.com, and 
their videos are fantastic.  Check out “Dream 
Baby Dream,” and “High Hopes,” for some 
great Bruce material. 

Did you hear that Springsteen’s “Born 
To Run” handwritten lyrics sheet sold at 
Sotheby’s for $197,000!  This was a rough 
version, written in 1974, of what would be-
come the Boss’ “runaway American dream.”  
It was written in Long Branch, and appar-
ently unpublished and unrecorded, but the 
manuscript does include “a nearly perfected 
chorus,” according to the auction house.  
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Bombers Had A Great Run
The Sayreville Bombers super-talented 

football team saw its exciting season come 
to a screeching halt in the CJ Group V semi-
finals, as our locals bowed to a powerful 
undefeated and #1 seed Manalapan, 34-7.  
Coach George Najjar’s club, after a slow 
(1-2) start, turned their season around as 
they reeled off 7 victories in a row, but could 
not get it going against Manalapan in their 
quest to advance for a fourth consecutive 
sectional title.  

Entering the contest, Sayreville held the 
longest playoff winning streak in the state of 
New Jersey, with 10 in a row, but the Braves 
spoiled it for the Blue & Gray by jumping 
out to a 7-0 first quarter lead, upping it to 
21-0 at intermission, and 28-0 after three 
quarters.  Manalapan scored again in the 
final session, and the Bombers avoided be-
ing shutout with 1:27 left in the game, when 
quarterback Malik Pressley found Linwood 

Crump with a 12-yard touchdown strike.
The Braves defense was overpowering 

and the usually explosive rushing tandem of 
Myles Hartsfield and Deion Miller, usually 
good for over 100 yards rushing apiece, 
per game,  were curtailed with 60 yards for 
Hartsfield and only 17 for Miller.

The Bombers entered the fray as the #5 
seed in the playoffs, and ranked #20 in the 
state by The Star Ledger.  Manalapan, the 
top seed in CJ Group V, held the #9 ranking 
in The Star Ledger.

Sayreville had hoped to tie the Middle-
sex County record of four consecutive titles, 
which was held by South River (1977-80).

The 2013 season was truly an exciting 
one for Sayreville supporters, and the team 
should be proud of the fine (8-3) record it 
finished with.  Congratulations Bombers on 
a great run, and for never giving up! 

Sayreville Boys, McCarrick Girls
Look To Rebuild

The Sayreville boys bowling team has 
a tough act to follow after losing all of last 
year’s starters to graduation,  except junior 
A.J. Angotti, who was an All-White Division 
selection, and soph Andy Danchisko, who 
competed in the 6-man lineup.  The biggest 
loss was probably the greatest bowler in 
Bombers history, Jay Ciszewski, who was 
the 2012-13 Home News Tribune Bowler 
of the Year, and also led the conference 
with a superb 223 avg.  Others who will be 
missed are Mike Bernstein, Kevin Netter, 
and Mike Danchisko.   Sayreville finished 
19-0-2, for Coach Michael Weinert, and won 

the prestigious Tournament of Champions 
(TOC), NJSIAA Group III title, and the 
Greater Middlesex Conference Tournament 
(GMCT) in 2012-13. 

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s girls 
bowling team has won 4-consecutive 
Blue Division championships, and has an 
unbeaten streak of 56 straight conference 
victories.  Last season, the Lady Eagles led 
by talented senior Katie Latham, one of 
the best bowlers in the state, breezed to the 
NJSIAA Group I championship.  

Best of luck to both teams for the up-
coming season!

Shooting For 1,000
The following local high school basket-

ball players have a legitimate shot at crack-
ing the 1,000 point scoring barrier for their 
careers.  Their current career totals follow 
the name of their schools.  

Corey Taite, Sayreville 742; Sky Harris, 
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 734; Steve 
Herdman, South Amboy 737; Joe Fruncillo, 
South Amboy 648.  Best of luck for a great 
season!  

College Notebook
Former Cardinal McCarrick star, Olivia 

Gorczynski leads Chestnut Hill College in 
scoring with a 14.2 avg., and 85 points, and 
also tops the club in steals-6, and is shooting 
.487 from 3-point range for the her team now 
(1-5).  She pumped in 27 points against Wilm-
ington U.  Sayreville grad Lanie Andrews 
topped the FDU-Florham Field Hockey team 
with 10 goals and 23 points, with 2-game 
winning goals, as FDU finished (6-11-1).  
She finished an outstanding career on the 
school’s all-time list at 3rd place in points, 
and assists, and 4th in goals.  She also played 
in the National Field Hockey Association 
(NFHA) Division III Senior Game…  South 
Amboy’s Devon Carney played soccer for the 
Brookdale CC women’s national champion-
ship team.  She is believed to be the first girl 
in history from Hoffman/South Amboy HS to 
have played on a national collegiate cham-
pionship team.  Congratulations, Devon!   
South Amboy’s Joe Bartlinski accomplished 
the feat several years ago when he was a 
member of the Kean University national 
baseball champions…Former Hoffman HS 
star Jenny Kuziemski-Palmateer is the head 
coach of the Monmouth University Women’s 
basketball team.  The club is off to a bit 

of a slow start with a (1-7) record...  New 
Jersey City women’s bowler, senior Nicole 
Baginsky former Cardinal McCarrick HS 
star, led the team with a 184.67 avg. and a 
high-game of 222 in the NJ Jamboree  Her 
club finished at (4-32)…Former St. Mary’s 
coach Tony Bozzella, in his first year as head 
coach of the Seton Hall women’s basketball 
team, has his team off and running to a (7-
1) start…The Stephenson brothers Delon 
and Daryl of Sayeville, have contributed 
on defense for the Rutgers football team 
this season…Sayreville grad, Jessica Kitrys 
leads the undefeated Adelphi University 
(7-0) team in scoring 144 points, 20.6 avg., 
rebounds 52, 7.4 avg., field goals made, and 
free throws made…Rhonda Rompola, pos-
sibly the greatest female athlete in Sayreville 
history is once again coaching the SMU 
women’s basketball team, who currently 
stand at (8-2)..Cheyenne Grant is one of the 
top players on the College of St. Elizabeth 
women’s basketball team which currently 
has a (5-4) mark.  Cheyenne is from Sayre-
ville…Sayreville alumnus Jamie Unkel saw 
limited action for the FDU-Florham field 
hockey team as goalkeeper.  She played in 
3 games and registered 6 saves…  

Did You Know?
Former South Amboy resident and 

star soccer player for Hoffman HS, Gerard 
Marrone’s son Gerard was on the Messiah 
College Men’s soccer team that won three 
Division III national titles during his 4 years 
at the school.  The Marrone family moved 
from South Amboy when young Gerard was 
in elementary school. 

Langan Stars For Wesley College

SAYAA teams up 
with the Somerset 

Patriots
The South Amboy Youth Athletic Asso-

ciation will be selling tickets for a Somerset 
Patriots game being played on June 11, 
2014 @ 7:05pm. Tickets will be $10 each.  
All children that purchase tickets and are 
registered with the SAYAA during our 2014 
baseball and softball season will take 1 lap 
around the warning lap before the game. The 
first 75 children to purchase tickets will be 
entered into a drawing for on field participa-
tion events taking place during the game.  We 
will also have our local Cub and Boy Scouts 
joining in with a color guard presentation.  
For ticket purchases and questions please 
contact Valerie Cannan @ 732-254-2808 
or Octoval@aol.com. Visit our website at 
www.leaguelineup.com/sayaa.

Middlesex County College guard Jennifer Shereyka (Parlin) was named Garden State 
Athletic Conference Player of the Week. A major contributor to the Colts’ two wins, she 
averaged 27 points, shot 50 percent from 3-point range, and 53 percent from 2-point range. 
She had three assists, eight rebounds and four steals. Middlesex is now 4-1. (Photo/Info 
Submitted)

David Langan (r) is pictured after being presented with the MVP trophy for his outstanding 
performance in the John Hopkins Blue Jay Invitational Tournament, where he set a 
tourney record by shot a perfect 11-11 in field goal attempts in one game, as his team 
Wesley College captured the championship.  (Photo/info submitted)

Sayreville’s David Langan, the star 
center for Wesley College is having an-
other standout season for the Wolverines.  
In the John Hopkins Blue Jay Invitational 
Tournament at Baltimore, MD, he led 
his school to the championship, and was 
selected MVP of the tourney, and to the All-
Tournament team.  In the championship 
game victory over John Hopkins, 90-76, he 
burned the nets for 26 points, connecting 
on 11-11 from the floor, and went 4-4 on 
the free throw stripe, while hauling in 9 
rebounds, in a game which was as perfect as 
one could have in basketball.  In Wesley’s 
home opener, a 101-51 romp over Albright 
College, he had another perfect 9-9 field 

goal shooting performance, and added 3 
blocks and 2 steals.  This ran Langan’s 
incredible streak to 22 consecutive field 
goals without a miss.  He extended that 
to 23 straight in the next game, but fell 3 
short of the NCAA Division III record.  For 
his amazing performances, he was selected 
Player-of-the-Week, for averaging 25.5 
points, 12.5 rebs., 3 steals, and shot an 
overall 82.1% from the floor in 2 games 
at the John Hopkins Tournament.

David was named a pre-season All-
American after being a 1st team All-CAC 
choice last year.  The Wolverines are cur-
rently (6-1).  Congratulations, David!   

3 Bombers Selected 
To All-Area

Three Sayreville Bomber standouts 
were selected to Home News Tribune’s All-
Area 1st Team.  Myles Hartsfield, talented 
running back was one of the state’s top 
rushers with a 13.4 avg. per carry, good for 
1,586 yards.  He also led the area in scoring 
with 28 touchdowns, and racked up a total of 
2,229 all-purpose yards.  In a game against 
Piscataway, he broke loose for 356 yards and 
4 TD’s.  Lineman Brian McDonough led the 
way for the Bombers blockers, as the Blue 
& Gray offense notched 4,351 yards and 

scored 35.1 points per game.   Linebacker 
Deion Miller was a 1st team selection for 
the second straight season.  He topped 
the Bombers with 79 tackles and 2 forced 
fumbles.  He also excelled as a running back, 
rolling up 1,174 yards and 10 touchdowns 
on 138 carries.  Congratulations to all on an 
outstanding season! 

NOTE:  Congratulations to the Sayre-
ville Bombers on an excellent (8-3) season, 
and #1 ranking for the year in Home News 
Tribune!
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1968-69-The Hoffman Governors boys basketball team pictured front row (l-r) Ron Croddick, 
Jim Croddick, Coach Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski, Pat Gorman, Jim Tingle, Jim Pavlonnis, 
Eugene Kaboski.  Back row (l-r) Bill Parsons, manager, Jim Lyons, Larry Kurzawa, Dan 
Paone, Jerry Disbrow, Tom Wortley, Fran Chonsky.

Glory Days 
In Local 
Sports

1951-St. Mary’s boys’ 
basketball club dropped 
Carteret, 55-43, as Frank 
O’Brien netted 20 points 
and Jerry Gorczyca 16.  
1967-Curt Wood hit 2 
clutch free throws with 
seconds remaining to give 
Hoffman boys’ basketball squad a thrilling 
85-83 win over South River in the quarter-
finals of the (MCCBT).  The Guvs placed 
all 5 starters in double figures, with Wood 
leading the way with 25 points, followed 
by Billy Clayton 18, Bob Keegan 16, Fran 
Chonsky 14, and Greg Havlusch 12.  Future 
pro football stars from South River, Joe 
Theismann scored 11, and Drew Pearson 4.  
1973-Matt Walsh broke loose for a driving 
layup with 1:00 left to give Sayreville boys’ 
basketball team a thrilling 48-47 victory over 
South River.  Steve Makwinski was high 
scorer with 15 points, Walsh scored 11, and 
Wayne Kreiger 10.  1984-Hoffman boys’ 
basketball team destroyed Dunellen, 77-52, 
as Peter Smith poured in 33 points, and Joe 
Lewis 20.  1998-St. Mary’s girls’ basketball 
team topped Metuchen, 57-42, as 4 players 
hit double figures.  Laurie Ust led the way 
with 13 points followed by Jacqui DuBois 
11, Lisa DeBernardo 10, Heather Baumlin 
10.  2005-Top-seeded South Brunswick 
topped Sayreville 74-65 in the second round 
of the Boys MCT basketball tourney.  Brian 
Miklaszewski paced the Bombers with 36 
points, (23 in the 4th quarter), and Shaune 
Thomas added 18.  Miklaszewski also had 
29 points in an opening round win over 
South River.

T.H.E. 
Game

Year-1958
Sport-Boys Bas-
ketball
Teams-St. Mary’s (1-3) vs. Hoffman (4-2)
Recap-The Eagles, behind Henry “Henny” 
Conroy’s 16 points easily defeated Hoffman, 
67-49.  SM led 17-10 after the first quarter, 
36-19 at halftime, and 51-29 after 3 stanzas.  
Conroy received plenty of scoring help from 
Tom “Tex” Leonard 14 points, Dan Bailey 12, 
Pat Mullane 10 and Phillips 10.  Bob Martin 
led the Guvs with 16 and was followed by 
Dave Inman 15, and Tom Adams 11. 
Player-Of-The-Game-Henry “Henny” 
Conroy, whose all-around play, hustle and 
scoring led the Blue & Gold to victory over 
their crosstown rivals.

Trophy Case Dedication
1977-St. Stan’s A.A. held a huge dedica-

tion ceremony for its new trophy case at the 
school.  400 people attended the event which 
was officiated by Pastor Ladislaus Madura.   
Over 85 trophies won by grammar and high 
school CYO basketball teams were placed 
in the case, which had the finish work done 
by Dennis Connors and George Obit.  The 

coaches on hand for the dedication were 
Dennis Connors-grammar school; Berna-
dine Michalik-grammar school cheerlead-
ing coach; Edward Gandero-President of 
St. Stan’s A.A.; Tony Miklaszewski-high 
school basketball coach; Kathy Jo Mod-
zelewski-assistant coach of  grammar school 
cheerleading.

The Cheerleaders

2000-St. Mary’s varsity basketball cheerleaders top row (l-r)  Mrs. Burns (coach), Shannon 
Abel, Kristen Vlachakis, Amy Blaha, Cristen Bottega, Susan Halmi, Jamie Mackiel, Alesia 
Lamourt, Chrystal Otero.  Middle row (l-r) Jessica Wojcik, Sharon Ashby, Jessica Gutowski, 
Ashley Dwyer, Tricia Mackiel.  Bottom row (l-r) Kelly Rosenberg (capt.), Allison Dombrowski 
(capt.), Jessica Lunsden (capt.).  Missing from photo-Desirae Rosenberg, Taryn Parker, 
Melanie Townsend. 

30 Years Ago
1983-Sacred Heart girls 8th Grade 

basketball team won 3 tournaments, the Cart-
eret Recreation Tournament; St. Stephen’s 
Tourney; OLV Tournament.  Coach Tom 
Radwanski’s talented starting 5 included 
Maryann Lewis, who was selected MVP in 4 
tourneys, June O’Leary, Patricia Radwanski, 
Karen Rulli, and Kris Bird.  The ready-re-
serves were Michelle and Lee Ann Durski, 
Gerilyn Shea, and Lisa Koledits.

A Game To 
Remember

40 Years Ago
February 1973-The high-flying St. 

Mary’s Eagles had their 8-game winning 
streak snapped in the 1st round of the 
Middlesex County Coaches Tournament at 
Sayreville HS by a powerful Perth Amboy 
club, 70-64 in a thriller.  The score was 31-
31 at halftime, but Coach Bill Buglovsky’s 
Panthers came out fired up in the third quarter 
and ran off 5 straight points, to take the mo-
mentum, and lead it would not relinquish.  

After the half, Perth Amboy concen-
trated its defense on Eagles’ ace Mark Clark, 
who had 12 points at the break, and only 7 
in the second half.  St. Mary’s leading scorer 
Austin O’Malley was also thwarted by Perth 
Amboy’s aggressive defense.  Soph sensa-
tion, Blake Taylor captured game scoring 
honors with 24 for the Panthers, while the 
Saints were led by Rich Krzyzanowski 21, 
Clark 19, and O’Malley 10 points.

Men’s Basketball 
League

40 Years Ago
1973-In the South Amboy Men’s Senior 

Basketball League, The Halfway House 
bombarded South Amboy A.A., 91-62, as 
Mark Jendrzejewski, the league’s leading 
scorer, pumped in 35 points for the second 
consecutive game.  Jim Pavlonnis chipped 
in with 21.  The A.A. was paced by George 
Ogborne with 21, Jim Higgins 20, and Bob 
Kupcha 14 points.  Undefeated English 
Chevron won its 10th game in a row, ham-
mering Hot Dog City, 79-40, as Fran Fitzmor-
ris burned the nets for 20 points, and John 
Lange tossed in 15.  Far Out Trucking edged 
the Spartans, 70-68 behind Greg Havlusch 
with 27 points, and Ron Ciszewski 24.  Gary 
Read hit for 24, and Billy Clayton 22 for the 
Spartans.  The Highlanders climbed out of 
the cellar by beating Pillars Poppers, 57-53.  
Jimmy Croddick fired in 33 points for the 
winners, and George Bove topped Pillars 
with 20, and Mark Abbatiello pumped in 
13 points. 

New York Giants 
Played

At St. Mary’s Gym
25 Years Ago

1988-The New York Giants pro football 
team brought its barnstorming basketball 
team to South Amboy to play the St. Mary’s 
Eagles in a fundraiser game.  The Giants ros-
ter featured Andy Beaden, Kenny Hill, Dave 
Jennings, Greg Lasker, Joe Morris, Stacy 
Robinson, Herb Welch, and Pepper John-
son.  St. Mary’s roster consisted of parents, 
alumni, faculty, and students, which included 
members of the 1987-88 girls varsity basket-
ball team, in a game played with spirit, and 
often amusing.  The Giants won the contest, 
but no official score was announced in the 
local newspapers.  However, the scoring for 
the Eagles was tallied, and Tom O’Leary led 
SM with 8 points including two 3-pointers.  
Also, Janine Barella, Cheryl Julg, Jo Ellen 
Paczkowski, Judy Paczkowski, and Ann 
Zaleski all scored against the Giants.  Andy 
Headen topped the New York team.  A great 
time was had by all who participated either 
in the game or as fans cheering St. Mary’s 
on against the pro football players’ touring 
basketball squad.

C.Y.O. Daze
1973-Sacred Heart 8th grade boys’ 

basketball team, under head coach Danny 
Lewis won the 17th Annual Msgr. Walter 
Urbanik Invitational Tournament champion-
ship, defeating Corpus Christi, 63-47.  Tom 
Stroin, tourney MVP poured in 33 points.  
Roger LeBlanc won the Sportsmanship 
Award.   Assisting Coach Lewis Danny J. 
DiPoalo and Primo Picchini.  Other members 
of the legendary champs were: Rich Chaplin, 
Mark Picklo, Adam Lovely, Teddy Picchini, 
Jeff Gasiewski, Greg Kardos, Doug Albert, 
David Kinsel, Bob Walsh, Jim Albert, Tom 
Weinman, Mark Tyler, Danny DiPoalo.  
Moderator was Rev. Casimir Ladzinski. 

40 Years Ago
1973-St. Mary’s (5-6) topped Hoffman 

(0-9) in City Series play.  The Eagles held 
a 13-12 first quarter lead, and upped it to 
29-24 at the half.  They continued to build 
the lead and held a 49-39 advantage after 3 
quarters.  Austin O’Malley captured game 
scoring laurels with 24 for the Eagles.  Also 
contributing big for the Augusta St. School 
were Rich Krzyzanowski 21 points, Joe 
Kolakowski 14 rebounds, and Jeff Sprague 
11 assists.  Hoffman was led by John Szat-
kowski and Henry Wortley, who tossed in 
14 points each.

Champions
1968-Sacred Heart 8th Grade boys’ 

basketball team captured the Amboy Area 
championship by nipping St. James of Wood-
bridge, 33-31, as Jay Thomas led the way 
with 14 points. The Hearts were coached by 
Rick Ferguson, and his talented roster also 
included Steve Makwinski, Mark Clark, Rich 
Krzyzanowski, Bob Levins, Dave Usa, Paul 
Csorba, Danny Clark, Ed Szaro, John Nor-
man, Freddie Chodkiewicz, Ronnie Bobko, 
Ray Nebus, Walter Olszewski. 

***************************
1992-Our Lady of Victories 5th and 6th 

grade boys’ basketball team finished with 
an amazing 42-7 record under the coaching 
genius of Joe Coyle and Joe Rall.  OLV fin-
ished first in both St. Mary’s of South River, 
and Immaculate Conception of Spotswood 
leagues.  In addition they won the following 
4 tournament championships: St. Mary’s, 
South Amboy Thanksgiving Tournament; 
Our Lady of Victories Christmas Tourna-
ment; St. Matthew’s, Edison Tourney; Sacred 
Heart, South Amboy Tourney.

Four players, Nick Sas, John Phelan, Art 
Laudies, and Tom Rizzo were named to the 
All-Star team in the Immaculate Concep-
tion League.  Sas was awarded the MVP 
trophy in two of the above tournaments, 
and John Phelan was selected MVP in the 
other tourneys.

The rest of the talented roster consisted 
of Dave Novak, Vincent Delikat, Chris Rall, 
Andy Chodkiewicz, Charlie Bowden, Ed 
White, Dave Trias, Chris DiPaula, Dennis 
Wolfe, Chris Wilson. 

50 Years Ago
1963-Sacred Heart captured the Amboy 

District Parochial Basketball League playoff 
championship at St. Mary’s gym, by ripping 
St. Mary’s, 38-17.  The Saints led 8-4 after 
the first quarter, trailed 13-8 at halftime, and 
the Hearts shut them out, 9-0 in the third 
stanza.  Don Szatkowski of Sacred Heart 
took game scoring honors with 15 points.  
Ken Devlin led SM with 6 points.

1963-The Sacred Heart Little League 
Basketball (An intramural program on 
Saturdays), sponsored by the CYO Mom 
and Dad’s Club started its season with 175 
boys participating under the direction of Ken 
Szaro, who was assisted by the following 
coaches: Kupcha, Kurzawa, Klimek, Zupko, 
Gillen, Mauro, Gordon, Geiger, Ploskonka, 
La Barre.

85 Years Ago
1928-St. Mary’s boys’ basketball team 

trounced South Amboy, 39-12 before 1,000 
fans.  Coach Charlie Eppinger’s team was 
paced by John Zdanewicz with 12 points, 
Stan “Sweets” Jankowski 11, Johnny Grimes 
10.  Also playing for the Saints was Walling, 
Lou Lagoda, Gelsinon.  Coach Jim Tustin’s 
SA lineup featured Nicorvo, Lawrence, Eu-
gene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski, William Kurtz, 
Hourahan, Reese, Morriss.

St. Mary’s went on to finish the season 
with a 24-3 record, and scored 1,050 points, 
while winning 17 straight games.  In a game 
against Jamesburg, SM scored 102 points.  
That was a lot considering most games were 
very low scoring back then, and the Saints 
averaged 39 points per game for the year.  
They also had the third highest point total 
in the state for one quarter with 38.

90 Years Ago
1923-A South Amboy basketball team 

known as the Junior Big Five finished (14-
12), and claimed the state junior champion-
ship by defeating the Newark Junior Order 
team, 37-29. The final scoring statistics for 
the Junior Big Five: Perkins 164 points, Fur-
man 152, Green 142, Bennett 107, Scharff 
107, Newmark 39, Wilbur 35, James 9, 
Hasselacher 9, Eppinger 4, Oliver 4.  NOTE: 
No first names were used in the newspaper 
article in 1923. 
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Local Construction
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

The South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 on Stevens Ave. & Fourth St. is getting 
a new makeover, with lots of work being done to repair damage from Hurricane Sandy.

The Route 9 Exit ramp onto Bordentown Ave. in Sayreville underwent heavy repairs, and 
caused motorists to reroute, but has been recently fixed and is in excellent condition.

The walkway around the Gazebo at Waterfront Park has been closed for over 2 months 
for repairs.

This picture shows the early phases of the extensive construction work being done around 
the Gazebo at Waterfront Park.
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WWW.?

This is our final WWW.? Mystery Photo for 2013.  It has been another exciting year for 
our many loyal, monthly contestants, and the 2013 champion, or in the event of a tie, 
champions will be crowned in the January 2014 issue.  If you know what this photo is, 
send your answer in to: thesatimes@aol.com.   Deadline for answer submission is Dec. 
31, 2013.  Good luck!

November Winners
Last month’s photo was of Cagney’s, 

which was located on Washington Rd. in 
Parlin, prior to being recently demolished, 
and making way for a new building.  Before 
it was named Cagney’s the establishment 
was known as Gianna’s, and before that, the 
always-popular Spezzi’s Restaurant. There 
were two incorrect answers received, one 
person said it was The Flame Lounge on Rt. 
35 in Melrose, owned by Ange & Bev, and 
the other thought it was the old Hillcrest Bar 
& Pizza Restaurant on South Stevens Ave. 

in South Amboy. 
The winners who correctly identified the 

Nov. photo in order of entries were: Chuck 
Pickard, Marian Mills, Pat & Bill Scully, 
Shannon Weber, Walter Starzec Jr., Dawn 
Matthews, Joan Fulham, Scott V. Farina, 
Thomas Makransky, Mary McGarigle, W. 
Tom Kross, Jane Wortley, John & Meredith 
Kwitkoski, Mary Gonzales, Glenn Fallon, 
Lynn Loy, Joe Prusik, Lisa Grankowski, Joe 
(Cross) Krzyzkowski.

Priest Identified
In last month’s vintage photo “1960’s 

Sports Banquet,” two people were unidenti-
fied, a priest, and also another gentleman.  
Thanks to Ed Paczkowski and also Art Bir-
mingham, the priest has been identified as 
Father Myron Gaydos, who was assigned to 
Sacred Heart Church back in the ‘60’s.  The 
other person remains a mystery…

Did You Know?
Theodore Weiss, a 1946 Hoffman HS 

graduate went on to be elected to the House of 
Representatives from the state of New York 
District 17, in 1977.  He served from Jan. 3, 
1977 until his death Sept. 14, 1992.

Did You Ever 
Work At Spiral 
Metal Or Weiss 

Clothing/Parkway 
Fabricators?

If you did, we’re looking for you, and if 
you didn’t maybe you can tell us of someone 
who was employed by these local businesses.  
We are researching for future articles on 
these three businesses, and are trying to 
compile a roster (list) of locals who worked 
there.  If there are any photos of the build-
ings available or of any employees, please 
let us know.  If you would like to share your 
memories/stories of working there, we’d 
love to hear them. 

Parkway 
Fabricators Roster

By Lavern English
The following are some names of people 

who worked there when I did.  
Julie Leonard, Grace Brinkerhoff, Lorie 

O’Connor, Cathy Murphy, Pat McCarthy, 
Jean Clark, Rose Maher, Dottie Kardos, 
Marge Lynch, Irene Vohe, Beverly Blood-
good, Evelyn Bloodgood, Anna Woznica, 
Florence Stefanski, Kay Miller, Dolores 
Manhasley, Ann L. English, Ann Neazack, 
Dottie Sepcher, Joan Flakker, Rose Edelman, 
Linda Flodi, Frank Zanger, Dick Rafferty, 
Ray Miller, Joe Myers, Jim Hickey, Andy 
Kapsky, Barbara Walka, Marie Weeks, Ron-
nie Dobrzynski.

*Some of the names were really tough to 
spell.  If you have any to add to the growing 
roster of Parkway Fabricators, Weiss Cloth-
ing, or Spiral Metal, please feel free to send 
them into The SA Times.

**A special thank you to Lavern English 
for taking the time to remember and write 
down the above names.

Spiral Metal Refines 
Silver

June 14, 1965-This story was featured 
in the Watertown Times.

Spiral Metal of South Amboy, NJ, 
refined silver out of 55 tons of coins from 
Ecuador.  The increase in the market price 
for silver had made the silver content worth 
about twice the face value of the coins.  Spiral 
Metal president Jack Kaplan said that his 
firm refines gold from metal eyeglass frames, 
and jewelry, and silver from candlestick 
holders, torpedo batteries, desalination kits 
that are used to purify water, and military 
insignias. 
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2013 Champions

Congratulations once again to the Sure-Hit Home Improvements men’s softball team from 
South Amboy for winning the Greater Middlesex County Softball League Fall Championship.  
This is the 3rd year in a row that the club has won this highly competitive league.  The 
games were played on Oct. 29th at Warren Park, Woodbridge.  This Sure-Hit team won 
the best of 3 series in 2 games to capture the crown.  The champs pictured (l-r) Randy 
Grider, J. Slavychek, Ryan Gergich, Russ Banasiak, Travis McCray, Rich Smith, Matt Ryan, 
Team Sponsor-Thomas Ryan, Dave Masi, Jim Abbatiello, Jason Hoynowski, Dan Nigro, 
Joe Cesaro, Greg Sekac. (Photo courtesy of Michelle Robertson)

The powerhouse Sure-Hit Home Improvements men’s softball team, also captured the 
Monroe Twp. Sunday Fall Championship.  The games were played on Nov. 17th at Thompson 
Park in Jamesburg.  Sure-Hit won the best of 3 series in a tough battle against the two-
time defending champions to capture the title.  The champions pictured top row (l-r) Brian 
DeJoy, G. Small, Mike DeJoy, Steve Lopez, Team Sponsor-Thomas Ryan, Donald Heimall, 
Vincent Spitaletto.  Bottom row (l-r) Travis McCray, Matt Ryan, Dan Nigro, Jim Abbatiello.  
Congratulations to the two Sure-Hit Home Improvements of South Amboy teams on another 
outstanding championship season!  (Photo courtesy of Michelle Robertson)
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Dear Tom & 
Staff,

W i s h -
ing  every-
one a Merry 
Christmas and a 
healthy Happy 
New Year.  You are 
the best!

Lynn Loy
Morgan

Dear Editor:
My name is Klaudia Radon, I am a high 

school sophomore in the MCVTS perform-
ing arts dance program, and I have set an 
ambitious goal: I will raise $7,000 to study 
abroad with People to People, while giving 
back to my community and the world in the 
process. Accomplishing this will surly take 
more than one project, and to start off I am 
launching a Phoneraiser. 

As unbelievable as it may seem, just one 
cell phone can contaminate 35,000 gallons 
of water if it makes its way into a landfill. 
Staggering statistics show that in America 
alone 500 million outdated and unwanted cell 
phones already exist. Phoneraiser provides 
an opportunity to reduce contamination and 
prevent environmental disasters by collect-
ing no longer needed devices and properly 
recycling them. Teams, organizations, and 
individuals with a cause can raise funds by 
collecting old cell phones, smart phones, 
inkjet cartridges, PDA’s, IPods, and IPads, 
and sending them in to Phoneraiser for 
recycling. 

I am calling upon my friends, neighbors, 
fellow travelers, and fellow environmental-
ists to donate their unwanted devices and 
save thousands of gallons of water from 
possible contamination. Please help me make 
a positive impact on our world, while I make 
a positive impact on myself, and grow as a 
global citizen.     

To donate, anyone interested can contact 
me at klaudiradon@gmail.com for available 

drop off locations or to possibly schedule a 
pick up. Thank You! 

Sincerely,
Klaudia Radon 

Thank You
I would like to thank the hundreds of 

people who attended the benefit held for me 
at Lagodas Saloon on Saturday November 
16th. The kindness and generous donations 
touched my soul in a way that will never be 
forgotten. The support I have will help fight 
this terrible disease that plagues so many 
people. I would like to  single out the people 
that organized this event. Glen Smith, Tom 
Vazquez Sr., Tom Vazquez Jr, and the .To the 
Kukulski family thank you for your efforts 
in hosting this event. I would also like to 
thank my postal co-workers and friends at 
the South Amboy and Laurence Harbor post 
offices for donating over 6oo hours of their 
vacation time so I can continue to receive 
a paycheck and to all the businesses that 
donated to my benefit. That will also never 
be forgotten. All of you made this tough time 
in my life a little bit easier.   

Thank You From My Heart,  
Tony Januszewski

Dear Editor,
In the Nov. issue of the South Amboy 

times, I saw the photo of the 1976 reunion 
of the Sayreville Emergency Squad. I think 
I know a couple of the people. Bottom row 
second from left - Gerry McCarthy Top Row 
- 4th from right (with glasses) Arthur Bosang 
and 5th from right Bob Buchanan. I live in 
AZ and enjoy seeing the monthly South 
Amboy times on line.  Every once  in a while 
it brings back memories.  Gerry McCarthy 
was my cousin and Bob Buchanan was my 
Uncle.  Just started reading the paper today 
so you may already know who these people 
are. Keep up the great work.

Jerilyn McCarthy Reinson
Chandler, AZ

George and Suzanne Selover of Stevens 
Avenue in Morgan, will be celebrating 
their 50 years of marriage on December 
29, 2013.  They were married at the First 
Presbyterian Church of South Amboy.  
George was born and raised in South 
Amboy and graduated from Hoffman High 
School, class of 1958.  Sue grew up in 
Sayreville and graduated from Sayreville 
High School, class of 1960. 
 George retired from PSE&G Company in 
2002 and Sue from Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Company in 2005.  They spend a lot of time 
in Sunset Beach, North Carolina, where 
they own a condo on Sandpiper Bay Golf 
& Country Club’s course.

South Amboy Board of Education, and 
soon after, was elected to the City Council 
where he served until 1993. Assemblyman 
Coughlin and his wife currently reside in 
Fords with their 3 sons, Crag, Vincent, and 
Nicholas.

Grand Marshals’ Night, the annual 
event to commemorate the parade honorees, 
is set for Friday, January 31st.  This night 
also marks the official kick-off to the 2014 
parade season, and will take place at the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall, located 
on the corner of Second Street and Stevens 
Ave. in South Amboy. The festivities will 
begin at 7:00pm until 10:00pm and include 
food, beer, wine, soda, music, and a special 
appearance from the award winning Col. 
D.B. Kelly Pipes & Drums. Tickets are $35 
and can be purchased at the AOH, Main 
Liquors, or the South Amboy Y.   

This year’s St. Patty’s Day Parade steps 
off at 2:00 pm on Saturday, March 8th. One 
of the city’s highlights the parade continues 
to be a success thanks to donations from lo-
cal business, individuals, and corporations. 
These donations help to defray the cost of the 

Honorees Selected
(Continued from page 1)

20-25 marching bands expected this year.  
In addition to donations, the parade 

committee relies on two major fundraisers.  
Scheduled for 2014 are “Tip-a-Pint After-
noon” at the Landmark Tavern,S unday, 
February 16th from 2-6PM, and “Tip-A-Pint 
Night” at the Munck-ee Bar on March 5th. 
Admission for each is $20.00 and includes 
food, beer, wine, and soda.  Tickets will be 
available at the door, so save the dates!

If you have a group interested in be-
coming a part of this great St. Patrick’s Day 
tradition or for additional information, please 
visits the South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade website at southamboyparade.com or 
you can contact the parade committee chair-
person, Mickey Gross at 732-721-5031.

Dear Editor
On Novemeber 7th the South Amboy 

High School History Club ran a rather un-
usual fundraiser. At their previous meeting 
it was agreed upon to do something to con-
tribute to the American Legion’s rebuilding 
effort. The idea of a roller skating benefit 
came up. After talking with the manager 
of the rink we decided to go ahead with it. 
Now we would have to convince the student 
body to go along with the idea. After several 
weeks of advertising it in school the time 
finally arrived. We sold tickets in school and 
at the door. To our surprise we had over 100 
participants and we raised $810.00 which 
we will be giving to the Legion. We would 
like to thank everyone who came out and 
also to thank the rink for their generous 
contribution to the effort. If anyone would 
like to contribute to our total please contact 
Tony G. at South Amboy HS.

50th Anniversary
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Nov. 15, 1954-The Rahway River Bridge was dedicated to the late Pvt. Luke A. Lovely of 
South Amboy who was at the time believed to be the first soldier from New Jersey killed in 
World War I.   The two men on the left are NJ Turnpike officials, then from (l-r) Helen Lovely, 
Adam Lovely, Mary Kennedy, ?, Ann O’Connor.  (Photo/info courtesy of Fran Fitzmorris)

This is the new plaque honoring Wallberg and Luke A. Lovely.  (Photo/info by Fran 
Fitzmorris)

Luke Lovely Story:  Part II
By Fran Fitzmorris

On November 15, 1954, Luke Lovely 
was finally recognized by the New Jersey 
Turnpike for being the first soldier from New 
Jersey to be killed in World War I.  However, 
this is not the end of Luke’s story; it’s only 
the beginning.  There are several twists and 
turns related to this recognition.

There have been a total of five bridges 
and rivers named for either a World War I 
or II soldier.  Placement of these memorials 
were a problem.  The locations of most, if not 
all, of these sites, were not safe for anyone 
who wanted to stop and read the inscriptions.  
It would take a very long time to implement 
a plan to have them moved.  It wasn’t until 
April, 2013, when all the memorials, except 
for the one recognizing World War II hero, 
John Basilone, were placed at the Grover 
Cleveland service area.  This area is located 
at Exit 16 of the Turnpike.  Shortly thereafter, 
a website, Hidden NJ, was brought to my 
attention.  From this website I learned that 
a second name now appeared with Luke’s  
as the first soldier from New Jersey to die 
in World War I.  His name was Martin Wall-
berg, age 19, from Westfield, a member of 
the British Expeditionary Force.  He was 
killed 20 days before Luke on November 
10, 1917.  This new plaque was inscribed 
as follows:

“Martin Wallberg and Luke Lovely, the 
first two soldiers killed from New Jersey in 
World War I.”  The Lovely Rahway River 
bridge had been changed to the Wallberg-
Lovely Rahway River bridge.

     Who was responsible for making this 
change?  If it was the Turnpike, where did 
they get their information.  The only real-
istic answer, I believe, is that the Turnpike 
Authority had received the information and 
wishing to avoid an embarrassing situation, 
decided to leave both names on the plaque.  
It was the correct thing to do after all these 
years.

     My recent investigations also took 
me to both the South Amboy Post 62 and the 
American Legion Post 3 in Westfield.  Post 
Commander, Bob Sekerak of South Amboy, 
did not have any knowledge of the plaque to 
Luke Lovely and neither did he know that 
the Rahway River bridge had been named in 
his honor.  The same was said for the current 
head of the Westfield Legion, Commander 
Al Betau and their current historian Peter 
Hogaboom.

     Maybe now that both of these veter-
ans’ posts have become aware of these facts, 
both Luke Lovely and Martin Wallberg will 
get the recognition and attention that they 
so rightfully deserve.
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SOUTH AMBOY YMCA Offers Healthy 
New Year’s Resolutions  

The New Year is a time for new begin-
nings and to set goals that strengthen one’s 
spirit, mind and body. When making New 
Year’s Resolutions, the South Amboy Y 
reminds families that building and maintain-
ing family connectedness is one of the most 
important resolutions.  

“At the Y, we are committed to strength-
ening individuals and families to build 
stronger communities,” said Sherrill Rudy, 
Executive Director. “When making New 
Year’s Resolutions, we encourage people 
to begin with small changes that are easy 
to sustain and that lead to big benefits over 
time. Also, set goals as a family to learn and 
thrive together.” 

There are simple things families can do 
at home to improve their family’s health and 
well-being. Following are five New Year’s 
Resolutions the Y recommends for 2014:        

Eat Together: Sitting down together for 
a meal is a great way for parents and children 
to share stories, or talk about the school day 
or their favorite part of the day. Set aside 
time for the family to eat breakfast, lunch 
or dinner at least once a week or every day 
if scheduling permits. 

Volunteer Together: Giving back and 
supporting neighbors benefits everyone 
involved. It teaches children and teens the 
value of helping others and is also a way to 

meet new people or discover a new interest. 
Find an opportunity in your community that 
the entire family may enjoy, such as cleaning 
your neighborhood park or distributing food 
at a local food bank.

Unplug from Technology: Limit screen 
time (television, video games, computer, etc.) 
and instead set aside an hour or two for activi-
ties that allow interaction and camaraderie. If 
weather permits, go for a walk, bike ride, trip 
to the park, or have a game night at home. 
If you do want to watch television, maybe 
have a movie night with the family.  

Be Physically Active: It’s important for 
children to get at least 60 minutes of physical 
activity each day (30 minutes for adults). 
Incorporate physical activity into your daily 
routines and spend more time walking to 
places instead of driving to improve your 
health and well-being. 

Put Extras to Good Use: Do you have 
extra canned goods or clothes that could 
benefit others in need? Clean out your pan-
try, closet or attic and donate extra items to 
homeless shelters or community outreach 
programs. You can also get the entire family 
involved and demonstrate to the children the 
value of giving. 

For additional tips or to learn more about 
the South Amboy Y, contact 732-553-9622 
or visit www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

1974-Students standing near the office are (l-r) J. Mulvey, P. Nappi, M. Moreira, A. Norek, 
J. Nealon, M. Nebus.

1974-Students exchanging gifts (l-r) H. McLaughlin, K. Davies, J. Maher, S. Malloy, S. 
Karas, L. Delaney.

1996-Santa Claus pays a visit to St. Mary’s High School.

1999-Mr. Ryan (3rd from right is a sharp-dressed man) as he poses with students at the 
Christmas Ball.

Christmas At St. Mary’s H.S.

Catherine Kosakowska (l) of the South Amboy HS Historical Club presents a check to Bob 
“Zak” Sekerak, Commander of American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy 
to help with the cost of the new American Legion building. Teacher Tony Gonsalves (r) and 
other club members look on.  (Photo submitted)

Secured inside your windshield getting through the Hole-In-The-Wall made easy. (Photo 
by Tom and Ken Rogers)
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Local Front Page Stories
At Christmastime

By Tom Burkard
10 Years Ago
2003-At South Amboy’s 2nd An-

nual Holiday Tree Lighting/Fire/First Aid 
Truck Parade, Mechanicsville Hose Co. #1 
won Best Decorated Truck for the second 
straight year…Richard Kosmoski, chief 
of President Park Independent Fire Co. 
was re-elected president of the NJ Volun-
teer Fire Chiefs…South Amboy Elemen-
tary School’s retired and beloved principal 
Chester Zamorski died at 79…Through the 
efforts of Assemblyman John Wisniewski 
and Senator Joseph Vitale, South Amboy 
was selected to receive $350,000 from the 
NJ DOT through an allocation from the 
Transportation Fund…South Amboy Board 
of Education honored American Legion 
Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy, 
and also Recreation Superintendent Mary 
Lou DeBlis…Green Tree Chemical Tech-
nology (formerly Hercules, Inc.) of Parlin, 
closed its nitrocellulose plant, and laid off 
100 workers…An announcement was made 
that Jack McKeon, a South Amboy native, 
who managed the Florida Marlins to the 
2003 World Series Championship over the 
Yankees, would be honored at a gala dinner, 
hosted by St. Mary’s Elementary School on 
Jan. 23, 2004…

20 Years Ago
1993-South Amboy’s $350 million plan 

to develop the waterfront was unveiled to the 
public…South Amboy’s Jim Sarno, along 
with South Amboy Police officer, David 
Kales, saved a man’s life with CPR…South 
Amboy’s Planning Board approved a sub-di-
vision of a parcel of waterfront land for a new 
middle/high school…A $66,000 project for 
improvements at Kennedy Park was sched-
uled to begin at the end of Dec…President 
Park Independent Fire Co. won a designation 
and became Sayreville’s fourth fire company, 
effective Jan. 1, 1994…South Amboy’s City 

Council considered converting Second St. 
to a one-way street…

25 Years Ago
1988-South Amboy’s election results 

from November were recapped in the Dec. 
issue as follows:  Councilman First Ward, 
Jack Hulsart (D) defeated Frank Cicala (I), 
672-185; Second Ward-Michael Charmello 
(D) defeated Patricia Moran (I), 590-183; 
Third Ward-Richard O’Connor (D) ran 
unopposed and received 640 votes…South 
Amboy City Council introduced an ordi-
nance appropriating $406,300 for a new 
snorkel fire truck…South Amboy Library 
issued an historical calendar…

50 Years Ago
1963-The South Amboy Board of Edu-

cation received an application from Hoffman 
HS principal Eugene S. Dobrzynski to fill 
the Superintendent of Schools position, 
which would become open when James 
Tustin retired in June, 1964…St. Mary’s HS 
presented an outstanding Carol Festival with 
the theme “Holiday Cheer.”

75 Years Ago
1938-First Presbyterian Church burned 

its mortgage, freeing it of all debt…Dr. Frank 
Farrell was elected president of the new 
Middlesex County Dental Society…Excess 
commodities were to be distributed to W.P.A. 
workers…

100 Years Ago
1913-South Amboy City Solicitor 

Pearse said that it would be illegal to erect a 
fire house on Clinton Park (between George 
& John St., and near Clinton Pl.), because 
the park was a plot dedicated to the city ex-
clusively for recreational purposes…Health 
Inspector Parisen reported to the mayor 
and council that South Amboy was in good 
health with no contagious diseases.  Also, 
over the past month, there were 16 births, 5 
marriages, and 2 deaths…

From The Boy Scouts Archives

1958-Pictured is the Our Lady of Victories Boy Scout troop.  So far, the boy wearing the 
head dress is the only one recognized in the picture.  Can anyone identify him or the other 
members?  Please let us know.

Through the community’s participation in various dinners, events and recent Bidding Auction 
the Trinity United Methodist Church (located at 815 Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy) was 
pleased to be able to present $1,000 to the South Amboy Food Bank at the Presbyterian 
Church on Broadway, and another $1,000 to the Sayreville Food Bank at the Washington 
School.  The church’s outreach program organizes events that provide the ability to donate 
to local charities, purchase Christmas presents to those in need, and provide assistance 
to any local families.  The United Methodist Women’s program hosts dinners that provide 
the ability to support local, statewide, and global missions.  A special thanks for all those 
that have attended any of our events.  Your donation continues to help others.  (Photo/story 
submitted by Pat Haltli)
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
In the bay Striped Bass Fishing is very 

slow. I checked Cliffwood Beach for several 
nights and didn’t see any fish caught.  In the 
ocean Party Boats that fished for Stripers 
were doing well with many keepers, some 
going over 30 pounds.  It’s changed now to 
mostly short Stripers with few keepers. That 
too is slowly going down with a sharp drop 
in water temperature. Blackfish, however on 
the Party Boats has picked up.  This fishing 
is now very good with pool winners from 7 
to 12 pounds the norm. Those Party Boats 
bottom fishing in the Mud Hole are catching 
some Ling and a few Sea Bass. The latest 
word from NOAA is that Sea Bass fishing 
coast wise in Federal waters will be closed 
until March.  They feel the Sea Bass are 
being overfished. This of course is false as 
Sea Bass stocks are at an all time high. This 
ruling puts an end to special giant Sea Bass 
offshore trips. Those months, surf fishing 
for Stripers at LBI and Island Beach, are a 
good pick. They are catching s few, mostly 
shorts. Overall as water temperatures start 
to drop things will slow down.  Happy 
Holidays to all and a hope for better fishing 
year in 2014!!

Fresh Water
There are some Trout left from the Fall 

stocking in upstate streams where there is 
enough water supplying deep pools.  Some 
Trout are being caught from the shore at 
Round Valley Reservoir. The upper Delaware 
River has been fished for Walleyes a few 
times but none were caught, however the 
lower reaches of the Delaware, especially 
the Wing Dam at Lambertville has produced 
some Walleyes. You might give it try but 
bring plenty of lures and be careful of the 
rocks there.

The Christmas 
Countdown

Anonymous
c. 2010

It’s the Christmas countdown
As the big day draws near
The Christmas countdown
The happiest time of the year
The shoppers scurry all around
As large snowflakes 
Fall to the ground
Kids are waiting for that special sight
Of the man in red
With a beard snowy white
Just watching the calendar everyday
Until December 25th comes our way.

USMC Pvt. Joseph Phillips (c) recently 
graduated from Basic Training at Parris 
Island, SC.  His brothers Matthew Phillips (l) 
and Jonathan Phillips (r) stand proudly with 
the new Marine.  The brothers were all born 
in South Amboy, and presently reside at Arab, 
Alabama.  (Photo/info submitted)
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Library Open 
House

A Huge Success
(Photo/story) By Joe Lotkowictz
The Dowdell Library of South Amboy 

held a terrific Community Open House on 
Dec. 9th.  The event was very informative 
about the various activities available to all 
who utilize this facility.  Tasty cookies and 
hot drinks were available for those who 
attended, and drawings were held with 
great door prizes to the winners.  The big 
highlight of the evening was the music by 
the all-women band, “Virago” consisting 
of two very talented young ladies, Maire 
Tashjian playing percussion drum, and 
Amy Schindler playing acoustic guitar, 
both accomplished musicians.  

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy held a Community Open House on Dec. 9th.   
Pictured (l-r) Elaine Gaber, Director of Dowdell Library, Maire Tashjian (musician), 
Assemblyman Craig Coughlin, Mayor Fred Henry, Councilman Michael “Mickey” Gross, 
and Amy Schindler (musician).  

Pictured (l-r) front row, Doraliza Urena, Meagan Sheider, Joyce Loda, Lyra Saranglao, Anna 
Mare Leon, back row, Coach Brian Stratton, Jewel Boyd, Angelina Powers, Bridget Dempsey, 
Caitlin Norek, Kacia Kastalan, Emily Gardner, Brianni Serrano, Ast. Coach Haleigh Simon 
& Coach Phyllis Stratton.  (Photo by Samantha Stratton)

Cardinal McCarrick Girls Tennis 
The Cardinal McCarrick girls Varsity 

Tennis team completed a very impressive 
season ending with an overall record of 12-
7.  The first half of the season saw the team 
playing at .500, until their last six matches.  
The team went on a six match win streak to 
close out the season.  Some individual records 
for the season were: Senior, Co-Captain Lyra 
Saranglao 15-4 at first singles, Lyra was 
also named to the all Blue Division Team.  

Senior, Co-Captain Caitlin Norek turned in 
a 13-6 record at second singles. The first 
doubles team of Senior Angelina Powers 
and Freshman Joyce Loda ended the year 
at  13-3   In addition Joyce finished the last 
three matches of the season at third single and 
went undefeated in those matches.  The team 
will miss the graduating Seniors but also look 
forward to next year.  Great Job girls!

Dr. Charles Gatt and his two sons, Taylor (l) and CJ (r) recently handed over the keys of 
their vehicle to Paula Fiory, director of the Breast Cancer Resource Center at the YWCA 
in Princeton. Dr. Sandra Gatt, formerly of South Amboy, passed away this summer after 
battling breast cancer. “Sandy’s Gatt Mobile” will be used to transport breast cancer patients 
and their family members to doctors. 

The Gatt Mobile
Drs. Charlie and Sandy Gatt frequently 

talked shop and compared notes. Charlie, 
is  an orthopedic surgeon with University 
Orthopedics in New Brunswick. Sandy  a 
Princeton-area plastic surgeon, would dis-
cuss the frustrations and challenges experi-
enced by breast cancer patients following 
their diagnoses.

Sandy died this past summer after bat-
tling breast cancer.  Sandy grew up in South 
Amboy and Holmdel and had a lot of friends. 
Friends from childhood as well as the many 
women she treated, some of whom developed 
breast cancer.

 To date, donations exceed $18,000  in 
Sandy’s name and that number continues to 
increase.  Charlie’s desire was to give back 
in his wife’s name. He wanted to purchase 
a car or van to donate to the Breast Cancer 

Resource Center in Princeton — an orga-
nization devoted to helping breast cancer 
patients, survivors and their families. Homda 
of Princeton recommended  a 2014 Honda 
Odyssey EX-L, which was made available 
to Charlie at cost.

The vehicle, dubbed “Sandy’s Gatt 
Mobile,” will be used to transport breast 
cancer patients and their family members 
to doctors appointments.

The generosity of Sandy’s family friends 
and colleagues led to the creation of Sandy’s 
Gatt Mobile. Patients may contact the Breast 
Cancer Resource Center at 609-497-2100 if 
they need a ride to an appointment, or for 
any reason that may help make their journey 
easier. There is no charge for this service. 
Learn more by visitingwww.ywcaprinceton.
org.
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• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (�32)

566-0281

frankie face

Why I Love You 
Nancy

By: Frank J Woznica

I love you for the things you do
The meaning you bring to my life
I love you for the things you say
When we make up from a fight
I love you for the way your right
And the ways you can be wrong
I love you for that special touch
When we picked our future song
I love you for your beautiful smile
The way you are so missed
The way you make me feel at night
After a goodnight kiss
But most of all I love you
Because I know you love me too
The feelings we share after all the years
Still feels like its brand new

I love you Nancy, Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year looking forward to many 
more we’ll share together…

Does Santa Have Back Pain?
Santa Claus may be able to travel around 

the world in a single night, but when it comes 
to his health, he’s no Superman.  That bowl 
full of jelly, a diet rich in fatty cookies and 
a lack of regular exercise all put Santa at 
risk for back pain.

Santa is a perfect candidate for back 
problems – He’s overweight.  The same 
holds true for us mortals.  Sometimes the 
cause of your back problems is not your 
back, but your front: your “spare tire” may 
be the cause of your aching back.  And the 
solution to your back problem may not 
involve a pill or surgery.

You spine is the central support of your 
entire skeletal system.  It is designed for 
strength to support your body weight and 
flexibility to allow movement.  When health, 
your spine is S shaped with three natural 
curves.  When these curves are in balance, 
you body weight is evenly distributed.  To 
maintain this alignment, you need to have 
strong and flexible muscles in your back, 
legs and abdomen.  The abdominal muscles 
are especially important in supporting the 
spine.

A potbelly changes the curvature of 
the back.  The stomach pulls the backbone 
forward, stressing muscles and ligaments and 
putting pressure on discs.  If you have ten 
extra pounds on your abdomen, you are put-
ting an additional 100 pound strain on your 
back.  This additional strain occurs because 
the lower part of your spine in not receiv-
ing adequate support from your weakened 
abdominal muscles.  Your back muscles try 
to maintain the proper spinal balance, but 
after end up strained or sprained.

Although excess weight does not cause 
back problems, you can do something about 
it.  Follow a diet and exercise program to 
maintain a healthy weight and strengthen 
your muscles.  Develop health eating habits 
that work for you.  And make exercise, diet 
and proper spinal hygiene an important part 
of your day. 
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During the final days of late fall 2013, two men are pictured fishing at Sandy Hook under the 
watchful eye of a seagull, who is hoping for some leftover bait.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Sayreville Cheerleaders In Nationals At 
Florida

Photos/Story Submitted By Erica Rivera & Sonya Pearson

 For the first time in a long time, both 
the AYF Morgan-Parlin Panthers and Pop 
Warner Sayreville Leprachauns have teams 
advancing to national cheer competition in 
Florida. The Leprachauns Large Midget 
level 2 cheer squad placed second place in 
Albany this weekend and earned a spot to 
compete at Pop Warner national competition 
n Florida in December. At same time , the 
Morgan -Parlin Panthers youngest cheer 
team were competing for the very first time. 
The Panthers Mitey Mite cheerleaders are 
ages 5 to 7 years old. Their small group 
competed at their regional competition in 
Trenton on Saturday and placed 3rd out of 
14 teams.

Two teams from two different orga-
nizations in the same town can celebrate 
together for first time to congratulate their 
cheerleaders and coaches for all their hard 
work and major accomplishment.

It’s not an easy task running com-
petitive cheerleading programs in a town 
which doesn’t have a facility for our girls 
to practice indoors. It costs a lot of money 
to rent gyms and organize practice sched-
ules throughout the season. However, we 
managed to work together and help each 
other out to make sure both of our cheer 
squads from our separate organizations 
had efficient practice time.

We are proud of our girls !!!!!

March for Life Bus Trip
 St. Bartholmew Knights of Columbus 

Council #11873 and Our Lady of Victories 
Council #2061 will be co-sponsoring a bus 
trip to Washington D.C. to participate in the 
Annual March for Life on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 22, 2014. This will be the 41th year of 
the march to repeal the 1973 Roe vs. Wade 
Supreme Court decision that made abortion 
on demand the law of the land. There will be 
a 6:30 A.M. Mass at St. Bartholmew Church 
470 Ryders Lane East Brunswick followed 

by a light breakfast. The bus will depart at 
7:30 A.M. from the church parking lot. Lunch 
is also included. A minimum donation of 
$20 ($10 for students) is requested. If you 
support this cause but are unable to make the 
trip, a donation to help defray the costs will 
be greatly appreciated. For further informa-
tion about the trip or to reserve a seat, please 
contact Peter Wagner at 732-257-5396 or 
e-mail at peter_w2001@yahoo.com or Joe 
Lanza at 732-742-9767.
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NOTICE
South Amboy-Sayreville Non-

Profit organizations—Churches—
Schools—Fire Companies—First Aid 
Squads, etc.

Please do not send flyers to us, or 
call on the phone about your upcoming 
events, and expect us to rewrite them 
into news release form to print in The 
SA Times.

We are only too happy to give you 
FREE publicity, but do not have time to 
retype the flyer into a release for you, 
and then put it in the paper.  Please type 

Obituaries
Ambrosio, Joseph M., 34, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 7.
Beatty, George, 70, formerly of Morgan 

died on Nov. 23.
Brennan, Francis C., 71, of South Am-

boy died on Dec. 11. 
Corcoran, Robert J. Jr., 56, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 29.
Freiler, Theresa M., 87, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 8.
Fultz, Ambrose M., 81, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 30.
Gigliello, Alfonso J., 95, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 3.
Grynkiewicz, Florence T., of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 21.
Hackett, George L., 73, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 19.
Kaufman, Helen 93, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 22.
Koch, Marie H. Baumann, 81, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Nov. 18.
Kurtz, Rosemary Bloodgood, 82, of 

South Amboy died on Dec. 1.
Letts, Donald J., 85, of Morgan died 

on Dec. 7.
McMahon, Bernice E. Johnson, 84, of 

South Amboy died on Nov. 25.
Minnick, Helen M., 81, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 9.
Mogil, Jacqueline, 73, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 3.
Roberts, Suzan, 63, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 19.
Siverio, Vanessa M., 39, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 9.
Sylvester, Allan “Skip,” 80, of Sayre-

ville died on Dec. 2.
Szatkowski, John E., 57, of South Am-

boy died on Dec. 4.
Trpisovsky, Joyce Palmer, 52, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 24.
Villanueva, John C., 58, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 6.
Volk, John J. III, 53, of Morgan died 

on Dec. 10.

Florence T. Grynkiewicz of James-
burg passed away on November 21, 2013 
at The Gardens at Monroe. 

 Florence was born and raised in 
South Amboy. She graduated from Saint 
Mary’s High School and eventually relo-
cated to Jamesburg.  Prior to retirement 
in 1987, she was a secretary for Welin, 
Davit and Boat, having been employed 
there during WWII years.  She later 
was employed in the same capacity for 
Dutch Boy Paints and parent company, 
NL Chemicals in Hightstown, working 
there for 34 years. 

 She was an avid reader and enjoyed 
knitting, needlepoint, and solving cross-
word puzzles.  Florence enjoyed visits 
to Cape Cod and never forgot her trip to 
Hawaii where she discovered the beauty 
of Hawaiian flowers.  She cherished her 
home and loved working outside, finding 
outdoor projects and maintenance enjoy-
able. In her later years she became an avid 
fan of the New York Yankees.

 Florence was a communicant of 
Saint James the Less R.C. Church, 
Jamesburg.  She also served as a member 
of The Sacred Heart R.C. Church prayer 
call chain and as a member of the Divine 
Mercy.

 She was predeceased by her parents, 
Joseph and Margaret Grynkiewicz and 
her sister, Eleanor Boland.  Surviving 
is her brother-in-law, Joseph Boland of 
South Amboy, nieces, Cynthia Vaughn 
and her husband, Lonnie of Chino Val-
ley, AZ, Sheila Boland of South Amboy, 
nephews, Kevin Boland and his wife, 
Andrea of Spotswood and Joel Boland 
of Hillsborough. Also surviving is a 
grandnephew, Lonnie Joseph Vaughn 
of California.

 Funeral arrangements were made 
by Whiteley Funeral Home, 241 Borden-
town Ave., South Amboy and a mass of 
Christian Burial was said at Sacred Heart 
R.C. Church, South Amboy.  Interment 
followed at Sacred Heart Cemetery, 
Johnson Lane, Sayreville.  

 The family requested that  flowers 
be omitted and instead contributions be 
made either to Saint James the Less R. 
C. Church, Lincoln Ave., Jamesburg, NJ 
08831 or to Sacred Heart R.C. Church, 
224 North Feltus Street, South Amboy, 
NJ 08879 for the purchase of a memorial 
candle to be placed at the new Pope John 
Paul II Altar.
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