
NEXT ISSUE 
FEB. 23rd

• ST. PATRICK’S DAY
 PARADE
• ST. PATRICK’S DAY

DEADLINES
Feb. 11th

FOR ADS CALL
732-727-0398 OR

732-727-1906

THE
SOUTH AMBOY
★★★★ SAYREVILLE
 Date: January 19, 2013 PRICELESS Vol. 22  Issue 4

South Amboy’s 
Council Sworn In
By Allyson Keegan, SA Times Intern
Mayor Fred Henry had the honor of 

swearing in three new council members to 
South Amboy’s board on January 2nd, 2013. 
With an opening prayer by Father Dennis 
of Saint Mary’s, the ceremony had begun 
with the swearing in of Donald Applegate 
as Councilman first ward, Christine Noble 
as Councilwoman second ward, and Suzette 
Dato as Councilwoman third ward. (See 
photos on page 23)

 In addition to the swearing in, 
Mayor Fred Henry recently awarded proc-
lamations to those who helped keep the city 
in order during Hurricane Sandy. Darren 
LaVigne, Police Chief of South Amboy; 
Jamie Norek, Fire Chief of South Amboy; 
Christine Walczak, Captain of The South 
Amboy First Aid Squad; Rich Johnson, 
Office of Emergency Mangement and Jerry 
Mcgee, Superintendent of Public Works were 
recognized for their countless hours of help. 
The city of South Amboy would like to thank 
them all for their hard work and dedication 
through the destruction of the Hurricane.  

“Songs for 
Sayreville” A 

Benefit on Tap
“Songs for Sayreville”, a benefit for 

Sayreville residents whose lives and homes 
were devastated by super storm “Sandy” has 
been scheduled for Sunday, Feb.17, 2013 
with a bad weather date of Sunday, Feb.24, 
2013 from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. and will be held 
at  Bello’s  Family Restaurant, 1 Roosevelt 
Blvd. in the Parlin section of  Sayreville.  
Live music with The Rockdaddys, FOG, 
The Mike Lefton Express with acoustic sets 
from Danny Toye and Jerry Smith and VERY 
SPECIAL APPEARANCE  by Sayreville’s 
first ever garage band, Roger Johnson and 
the Hubcaps and hosting the event will be , 
Nick DeBiase of Connie’s Lounge.  This will 
be a “family event” with, musical items up 
for bid and the bands will be taking bids to 
play your favorite classic rock songs.  ALL 
PROCEEDS will go directly to the Sayreville 
Storm Relief Fund and a portion of all pro-
ceeds from Bello’s food and beverage sales 
will also go towards the fund.  Admission 
will be $10.00 per person and $5.00 admis-
sion for all children, Police, Fire, and  EMT 
Personnel.  So come hungry and enjoy the 
great food and atmosphere at Bello’s and 
let’s not forget our friends and neighbors 
who have been affected by the damage from 
Sandy…  SEE YOU THERE…  For more 
info call Clem at 732-824-2019

Fire Chiefs Sworn In
By Allyson Keegan SA Times Intern

South Amboy’s Fire Department rang 
in the New Year with the swearing in of the 
new chief and assistant chiefs on January 1st, 
2013. After serving an incredible ten years as 
chief, Jamie Norek was now passing along his 
duties of chief to Brian Kuhn, first assistant 
chief Brett Coyle and second assistant chief 
Mike Geraltowski. June will mark Jamie 
Norek’s thirty years of involvement with the 

fire department, a journey in which he carried 
on a family tradition.  Norek mentioned he is 
a third generation firefighter, and expressed 
his love of firefighting over the past thirty 
years. “I enjoy being a member, and I have 
met great people through the department. It’s 
comforting, knowing that you have someone 
great watching your back when you go into 

On Jan. 2nd, Mayor Fred Henry awarded proclamations to those who helped keep the 
city in order during Hurricane Sandy.  Pictured (l-r) at the City Hall ceremony are Mayor 
Henry, Christine Walczak, Captain of the South Amboy First Aid Squad; Darren LaVigne, 
Police Chief of South Amboy; Jamie Norek, Fire Chief of South Amboy;  Rich Johnson, 
Office of Emergency Management.   Jerry Magee, Acting Superintendent of Public Works 
is missing from the photo.  Mayor Henry said that “the city of South Amboy thanks you 
for your countless hours of help, hard work and dedication through the destruction of the 
hurricane.”  (Photo/story by Allyson Keegan, SA Times Intern)  

South Amboy’s new Fire Chiefs are pictured at the swearing in ceremony on Jan. 1st at City 
Hall.  In photo (l-r) Chief Brian Kuhn, First Assistant Chief Brett Coyle, and Second Assistant 
Chief Mike Geraltowski.  (Photo/info by Allyson Keegan, SA Times Intern)

Bon Jovi Stars At Hope Concert
By Tom Burkard

Former Sayreville resident and rock 
superstar Jon Bon Jovi was the top attrac-
tion at the 6th Annual Hope Concert on Dec. 
23rd at the Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank.  
The leader of the world-renowned Bon Jovi  
band joined the legendary Ben E. King, 
and other Jersey Shore favorites, Southside 
Johnny Lyon, Gary U.S. Bonds, Bobby 
Bandiera (who now tours worldwide with 
Bon Jovi), and many other talented singers 
and musicians.  Former South Amboy resi-
dent, Joe Bellia, was outstanding on drums 
and percussion. 

Bon Jovi was the first of the “big name” 
performers to appear, and was excellent as 
always, very relaxed while having a great 
time singing 4 songs including, “Blue Christ-
mas,” “Run Rudolph Run,” “The Letter,” and 
“Who Says You Can’t Go Home.”  King, 
who was the lead singer for The Drifters 
from 1959-60, and went on to a successful 
career as a solo act, performed “This Magic 
Moment,” “Spanish Harlem,” and “Under 

JB x 2.. South Amboy’s Joe Bellia (top) 
provides the percussion, while Sayreville’s 
Jon Bon Jovi (bottom) provides the vocals 
at the recent Hope Concert VI held at Count 
Basie Theatre. (Photo by Brian Stratton) (Continued on page 19)

(Continued on page 19)

Former Postmaster 
Dies At 96

Gerald Buchanan, 96, who served as the 
Parlin Postmaster from 1941-78, died on Dec. 
30th.  He was president of NJ State Chapter 
of NAPUS, president of Raritan Valley 
Postmaster’s Association, past president of 
Sayreville Lions Club, where he received the 
Lions International 100% Award, a member 
of the Sayreville Tercentennial Committee, 
50-year member of Sayreville K of C Council 
2061, and active in many other organizations.  
Gerald was also an avid reader of The South 
Amboy-Sayreville Times.

50th Anniversary 
Basketball 

Announcement
On Tuesday February 5, 2013 at 6:45 

PM at South Amboy High School on “Se-
nior Night”, Coach Jim Croddick’s 1963  
NJ State Group I Boys Varsity Basketball 
Championship “Coach’s” athletic  jacket  
will be donated to the high school.  March 
2013 will mark the 50th anniversary.  The 
Girls Varsity Basketball Game is at 5:30 
and the Boys Varsity Basketball Game is 
at 7:30 PM.

The purpose of the donation is to exem-
plify “school spirit”, camaraderie, and deter-
mination to go beyond in excellence/achieve-
ment athletically and academically.

The James H. Croddick Gymnasium was 
dedicated on September 3, 1996 along with 
the new middle/high school.  Mr. Croddick 
was a 1946 graduate of H.G. Hoffman High 
School and received an athletic basketball 
scholarship to Seton Hall University and 

Bishop Hughes 
Passes Away

Bishop Edward T. Hughes, 92, who 
served as the Chief Shepherd of a half-million 
Roman Catholics in the Diocese of Metuchen 
from 1986-1997, died on Christmas morn-
ing, December 25th.  He was appointed to 
the position on Dec. 16, 1986 by Pope John 
Paul II.  Bishop Hughes maintained an active 
and consistent presence across the diocese 
for the past 15 years.

He is perhaps most known for his cel-
ebration of Confirmation over the course 
of many years throughout the Diocese.  He 
will certainly be remembered for his love of 
celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation 
for children of the Diocese and their families.  
Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on 
Jan. 4th by His Eminence Theodore Cardinal 
McCarrick.

Comedy Night 
Jan. 26

Mechanicsville Hose Company No. 1 
will hold Comedy Night 2013 on Jan. 26th 
at Sacred Heart Memorial Hall, located on 
Main St. & Washington Ave.  Doors open 
at 7 p.m., and the cost is $40 per person.  
A buffet, beverages (beer, wine, soda), 
entertainment (2 comedians and a DJ) will 
be included.  For tickets and info call 908-
296-4254.  Seating is limited.

(Continued on page 8)

New Councilmen 
Sworn In At 
Sayreville

On New Year’s Day, the Borough’s 
newest councilmen, David McGill and Ricci 
Melendez were sworn in by State Assembly-
man John S. Wisniewski (D-Middlesex).  
Councilman Daniel Buchanan was selected 
president of the Borough Council.  

The addition of McGill and Melendez, 
who succeeded Frank Bella and Nick Per-
rette, both Republicans, makes the council 
all Democrat, and they will serve with Re-
publican Mayor Kennedy O’Brien.
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Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. Where was Stanley Bottling Works located 
in South Amboy?  a. North Broadway b. 
Main St. c. South Feltus St.
2. In ’83, where was New Jersey Steel Corp. 
located in Sayreville?   a. North Crossman 
Road b. Jernee Mill Rd. c. River Rd. 
3. Hoffman High’s senior class president in 
’67?  a. John Ewtushek b. Edwin Witkowski 
c. Robert Rock
4. President of the Morgan Lions Club in 
1977?  a. William Masterson b. Anthony 
Travisano c. George Wist
5. The Valedictorian of Hoffman High in 
’87?  a. William Holobowski b. Marybeth 
Toscano c. Jared Patel
6. In ’75, where was Lippin Volkswagen 
located in Sayreville?  a. Rt. 35 Morgan b. 
Rt. 35 Melrose c. Bordentown Ave.
7. This South Amboy Theatre was de-
stroyed by fire in 1950?  a. Bijou b. Strand 
c. Empire
8. In 1980, this florist shop was located on 
Main St. in Sayreville?  a. Cox Flower Shop  
b. Lynn’s Floral Shop c. Four Seasons 
9. Hoffman High’s school play in 1966 was?  
a. The Sound of Music b. Man Of La Mancha 
c. Our Hearts Were Young And Gay
10. In ’73, he was Cubmaster of Cub Pack 
69 in Sayreville?  a. Raymond Skarzynski 
b. Stephen Dancsec c. John Hufford
11. In 1984, this bar & grill was located 
at 428 Ridgeway Ave., South Amboy?  a. 
Stella’s b. Our Place c. Piazza’s Pub
12. In 1982, the President of Sayreville’s 
2nd District Democratic Club?  a. Stella 
Misiewicz b. Irene Bogdanski c. Mary 
Ignotziola
Answers
1b 2a 3a 4c 5b 6a 7c 8c 9c 10a 11b 12a.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Mayor Henry, Mayor Henry
Well, almost everyone knows that 

South Amboy’s Mayor is Fred Henry, and 
Owen Henry is the Mayor of Old Bridge.  
However, last month, in a photo with the 
two mayors, we inadvertently identified 
Owen, as Mike, and our apologies go out 
to Mayor Owen Henry.  By the way, wasn’t 
Mike Henry the outstanding rhythm guitar 
player/vocalist in the greatest rock band in 
St. Mary’s HS history, “The Profit$, who 
performed at countless high school dances 
and events in the 1960’s?

New e-Book For Sayreville Grad
Leah Soltis Rhyne, a 1997 graduate 

of Sayreville War Memorial HS, recently 
released her first e-Book, “Zombie Days, 
Campfire Nights.”  Her father is Andy Soltis, 
who attended Hoffman High School in the 
early 1970’s.  Leah now resides in South 
Carolina.  Congratulations!

“Explosion At Morgan” Book Re-
leased

A new book, “Explosion At Morgan: 
The World War I Middlesex Munitions 
Disaster” was recently released by History 
Press for $19.99 per copy.  The author is 
Randall Gabrielan, who is the director of the 
Monmouth County Historical Commission.  
The book covers the devastating explosion 
of 1918 at the munitions plant in Morgan, 
and in words of a book reviewer, “The story 
of the incident is a historical gem.”

In Memoriam
Matthew J. Prusik Jr., 52, of Morgan 

died on Dec. 26.  He was a fine lawyer for 
25 years, and also immensely enjoyed read-
ing The SA Times, and playing the popular 
WWW.? mystery photo contest.   Ann Ryan, 
95 of Morgan died on Jan. 2.  She worked 
for White Owl Cigar Co. at the New York 
World’s Fair in 1939.  Gerald Magee, 79, of 
South Amboy died on Jan. 6.  He was a Lab 
Technician at NL Industries in Sayreville, 
and while living in Connecticut, owned and 
operated State Line Family Campground.  
George “Big George” Komosinski, 66, of 
Parlin died on Jan. 8.  He was co-owner of 
George Louis Enterprises in Parlin, and also 
a member of the South Amboy Boat Club. 

They will always be remembered for 
their goodness on earth.

Our Lady of Victories Columbiettes recently held there 7 th annual Sisters in Service Dinner 
at The Knights Of Columbus hall on Washington Road in Parlin. The Sisters in Service were 
invited for a delicious meal  and were also provided little gifts of necessity.The picture shows 
all the sisters that attended as well as Father Ken Murphy of St. Stans parish. To Father 
Ken’s left is Collumbiette President Kathy Corman. The Columbiette’s were assisted by the 
Officers of the Knight’s of Columbus Council # 2061.  (Photo/Info Submitted)
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Business Of The Month
Old Bridge Flight School

Old Bridge Flight School owners Joseph P. Holt (r) and his wife Dr. Alyson L. Beausoleil-
Holt (2nd from right), are pictured with their school’s flight instructors at the 182 Pension 
Rd., Englishtown location.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Old Bridge Flight School, LLC 
was established in order to provide quality 
flight training to students.  The owners Dr. 
Alyson L. Beausoleil-Holt, Aerospace/
Flight Instructor, and her husband Joseph 
P. Holt, a Federal Aviation Administra-
tion Designated Pilot Examiner, have 
been able to provide a safe environment 
conducive to learning at the Old Bridge 
Airport (3N6).

Dr. Beausoleil-Holt’s interest in es-
tablishing a flight school was fueled by 
her desire to promote the field of aviation.  
As a high school teacher and founding 
president of the Women In Aviation, 
Garden State Angels Chapter, she has 
the distinct pleasure of teaching Aviation 
Technology to 9-12 grade students.  She 
has 17 years of experience, and is a dual 
rated pilot/Certified Flight Instructor.

Her husband Joe has been a part of 
the aviation industry for over 50 years.  
The couple’s passion lies in aviation, and 
they believe it is important to encourage, 
introduce, and train individuals to learn the 
skill of flying, thereby earning a private 
pilot certificate and advanced ratings.

The requirements to become a private 
pilot are: A student must be 17 years old; be 
able to read, write, speak and understand 
the English language; pass the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) written 
test; pass the FAA practical test; obtain 
at least a third class medical certificate.  
An FAA Class III Medical/Student Pilot 
Certificate is obtained from a FAA Medical 
Examiner, and a prior solo flight is neces-

sary.  Flight requirements are: minimum 
of 40 hours (National average 50-60 
hours); minimum 20 hours of dual flight; 
minimum 10 hours solo flight; remaining 
10 hours dual or solo as required by the 
student.

The flight training is designed to 
ensure that the student is prepared and 
proficient in the following: aircraft 
preflight; airport operations; take-off & 
landings; aborted take-offs & landings; 
performance maneuvers (short & soft 
field takeoffs and landings); maneuver-
ing the airplane by reference to flight 
instruments; night operations; emergency 
operations; pre and post-flight procedures.  
Throughout the training, students will be 
required to complete the following: pre 
solo written exam; progress check with 
senior instructors; stage checks (written 
and practical); ground instruction, which 
will prepare the student for safe operations 
and to successfully complete the Private 
Pilot written exam.  

Based on 30 hours of dual flight time 
and 10 hours of solo, flying twice weekly 
(allowing for weather cancellations), the 
estimated time to complete the flight train-
ing is approximately 6 months.

If you’re thinking about obtaining a 
Private Pilot’s license, stop in and visit 
Old Bridge Flight School, located at 182 
Pension Rd., Englishtown, NJ, or call 
732-483-4596 for more information.  You 
may also go to the website: Oldbridge-
flightschool.com.
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1973
By Tom Burkard

When the Class of ’73 returned for its 
final year in September 1972, Brandy (You’re 
A Fine Girl) by The Looking Glass topped 
the national radio stations, while at Sayre-
ville War Memorial HS, Dr. Marie Parnell 
was principal, and several popular teachers 
included Irene Todd, Joel Cheskin, Darlene 
Schwenk, Richard Brown…Bernie Bailey 
was President of the Student Council, and 
Bill D’Amico, Vice-President.  Senior Class 
officers were: Deborah Check, President, 
Rose Daganya, V.P., Carol Lee McCormack, 
Sec., Diane Stab, Treas…

Michelle Wovna was chosen Home-
coming Queen in the Fall of ’72, and the 
Fall Play, “David & Lisa” was a happening 
event…The Bombers sports program had 
a banner year, as the boys basketball team 
under Coach Pat Dineen finished with a 
sparkling 21-8 record.  Steve Makwinski led 
Sayreville with 527 points and an 18.2 avg.  
Matt Walsh grabbed 360 rebounds to pace 
the club.  Capt. Drucilla Buoniauto scored 
17 goals to lead the girls to a fine 9-3 finish.  
Senior Ed Fraas was All-County in Cross 
Country.  Dan Salerno was the best wrestler 
with a 20-2-1 showing.  Bill D’Amico was 
a 1st Team All-County selection in soccer.  
Coach Jack Hefelfinger’s boys’ gymnastics 
team finished #2 in the state with a 15-1 
record.  Ray Duwald and Buddy Haines 
were the co-captains.  Wally Rondesko was 

All-County in football.
Other activities included the Spring 

Concert, “1973-A Musical Odyssey,” and 
the Spring Play, “Fiddler On The Roof, 
both huge successes.  Some of the many 
clubs and presidents were: International 
Thespian Society-Holly Wisniewski; Library 
Council-Claudia Dohn; Future Teachers Of 
America-Carol Lee McCormack; Business 
Leaders Of America-Denise Borysewicz; 
Biology-Sue Kosmoski; Ecology-Pat Meyer; 
German-Steve Jakob; French-JoAnn Wojcik; 
Girls Choir-Joan McCormack; Concert 
Band-Pam Zach.

Barbara Perry was Editor-In-Chief of the 
yearbook, and editors of the school news-
paper were Clare Burbank, Jim Robinson, 
Sue Goldsmith, Tom DeCaro…Donna Sabb 
was Drum Majorette.  Dayle Domenico and 
Jackie York were co-captains of Twirling.  
Anna Zur and Kathy Price were co-captains 
of the Drill Team.  Doreen Donnelly and 
Linda Cuomo captained the Color Guard.

On their special graduation day, Paul 
McCartney & Wings had the top hit in the 
nation, “My Love.”  Drucilla Buoniauto was 
Valedictorian, and gave a most memorable 
speech, while Joseph Zawistowski was 
Salutatorian.   The Class of ’73 was a great 
group of young Americans, and turned in a 
most memorable senior year at Sayreville 
War Memorial HS. 

Technology & Career Center At Dowdell 
Library

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy 
is here to help! Computer software tutorials 
are available for Microsoft Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint or Publisher as well as work-
place skills tutorials for preparing resumes 
and job interviewing.  In addition, online 
GED, college placement preparation and 
occupational practice tests are also avail-
able.  To access this free information, visit 
the library’s web site at dowdell.org, click 

on “Learning Express” and register with your 
13-digit library barcode.  

For additional assistance, the Dowdell 
Library also offers one-on-one technology 
training classes, which allow residents to learn 
how to navigate web sites or improve their 
computer skills. The fee is only $15 for an 
hour of private training in what you specifi-
cally need help with.

Seniors Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

monthly meeting on Friday, February 1 at 
1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. After our 
business meeting, light refreshments will be 
served. Please bring a non-perishable food 
donation for St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
Make sure it is not an out of date food item. 
If you have not yet ordered your sandwich 
for the February meeting, please call Geri at 
732-257-4351 no later than Monday, January 
28, 2013. The cost is $4.00 which includes 
a sandwich, chip bag, and water or soda.  
Membership is always open. You must be 55 
years or older to join. For further information, 
contact Teri at 732-727-7639. 

New Year’s 
Resolution

Let the South Amboy Branch YMCA be 
the Solution to your New Year’s Resolution.  
Bring in the New Year with a healthy attitude 
and a healthy body.  The YMCA offers a 
variety of group exercise classes that are sure 
to get you on your way to a healthy 2013.  
We offer Zumba, Group Cycling, Water 
Aerobics, Weight Training & much more!  
Need an extra boost in your routine?  Sign 
up with one of our Personal Trainers who 
will guide you on the road to a healthier you.  
During the month of January, all Individual 
PT Sessions are $10 off for a great price of 
$35 per session.  Stop by the South Amboy 
Branch Y today and start 2013 off right!

South Amboy Councilwoman Christine Noble was busy serving spaghetti dinners to 
the Governors and Eagles prior to the Hurricane Relief Benefit Game. (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)
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Dennis Yanoski  makes a final inspection of his beautiful painting of the sea, while at the 
2012 Art Fair in Morristown.(Photo submitted)

Dennis Yanoski: An Amazing Painter
By Tom Burkard

Former Morgan resident and 1971 Hoff-
man HS graduate, Dennis Yanoski, has had 
a highly successful career in painting, and 
was most recently selected as a finalist in the 
prestigious 29th Annual Art Competition by 
The Artist’s Magazine, a sister publication to 
Southwest Art, both national publications.

Dennis credits his high school art 
teacher, Mrs. Reese for getting him interested 
in painting. “She invested in my talents by 
giving me my first oil set, which I still use 
today, and helped me get a grant to attend 
Montclair State University, where I received 
a bachelor’s degree in Studio Art.”  He 
continues to take courses and watch videos 
from various teachers and artists.

While growing up in Morgan, he de-
veloped a love of the sea and spent a lot 
of time at the beach, surfing the eastern 
seaboard.  “Painting the sea is my passion. 
I offer a variety of different styles and color 
schemes, depending on the person buying 
my painting.”   The highly-talented Yanoski 

can create oil paintings on just about any 
surfaces.

Locals will be amazed when they see 
his series of beautiful creations featuring the 
Morgan Inlet.  Dennis said that his artistic 
goals for the future are “To paint a painting 
that makes the sea so lifelike that when 
you pick up the work, you feel like you’re 
holding water.” 

If you’re interested in viewing/purchas-
ing any of the outstanding works by Dennis 
Yanoski, you can check out his website at: 
www.DennisJosephYanoski.com.   For a 
more comprehensive file of his paintings, you 
can e-mail him at DennisJosephYanoski@
gmail.com, and he will furnish you a PDF 
file of the paintings.

  You can also see the Southwest Art 
magazine article, and several of his works 
by going to: www.soutwestart.com.  Check 
pages 43 and 101.  Congratulations, Dennis 
on your wonderful accomplishments and a 
superb career!

The History & Making of a Valentine Card
For hundreds of years, friends and 

lovers have celebrated Valentine’s Day.  In 
earlier times gloves were given as a token 
of affection.  People of wealth gave jewelry, 
and many young men and women made 
gifts. Love letters and poems were also 
popular. The Golden Age of the Valentine 
card was in the middle of the 19th century.  
The cards were romantic and elaborately 
decorated with lace, glitter, sequins, fabric, 
and words of affection.  

Learn the history of the Valentine and 

make a basic card at Sayreville Public Li-
brary on Saturday, February 9 from 2:00 to 
3:30PM. If you wish to decorate your card, 
then please bring such items as sequins, 
lace, ribbon, pictures, small artificial flow-
ers, stickers and a needle and thread. Please 
also bring scissors and glue. This program 
is for adults only. Pre-registration required. 
Limited to 16 registered attendees.  To reg-
ister, contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org, 
call her at 732-727-0212 ex. 25, or register 
online!

Quinlan Kulakis (r) and her friend Kami Pelliccia (l) have birthdays right after Christmas. 
Each year instead of gifts, they ask family and friends to make donations to charities of 
their choice. This year, the girls had a combined birthday party at their pre-school Garden 
Friends Early Learning Center in Parlin. Their friends were asked to make donations to 
the Sayreville Storm Relief, and 25 small kids helped out in a big way! Here is a picture of 
the girls and the goodies they collected. Having lived in Sayreville the families know how 
important it is to keep the community going and staying Jersey Strong! The families are 
thankful to all the parents for helping give back in honor of their 3rd birthdays. The families 
can only hope that by instilling a sense of charity now, their girls will know how important 
it is to give back when you can! (Photo/Info Submitted)
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Fitness Classes
The Columbian Club is conducting 

Fitness Classes as follows, Mondays class 
is  Booty Camp 7:20pm - 8:20pm partici-
pants will need to bring Light weights and 
a mat. On Tuesdays Yoga class will start 
at 6:30pm and run until 7:20pm a  Mat 
is required.  Thursday class will be  Zumba 
Fitness running from 7:20pm until 8:20pm 
a mat is required. Please always remember 
water. The price is  $60 for 8 classes. Part 
of the proceeds benefit the Columbian Club 
Council No. 426 .

Classes are located at Knights of Co-
lumbus council No. 426, 308 Fourt Street 
South Amboy. If you have questions or for 
registration information please email zum-
basayreville@gmail.com or call Denise

An Introduction to 
Meditation

Get an overview of meditation basics 
to help get you started on the path to your 
own meditation practice. Meditation aids 
in relieving the stresses and anxieties that 
get compressed in our mind, body and soul 
with our hectic daily lives. The topics to be 
covered include seat positioning, the various 
types of meditation, mantras and mudras, 
and the benefits and hindrances to your 
practice. We will experience a variety of the 
many types of meditation available so that 
you can find one that works for you. Join us 
on Sunday, February 24 from 2:00 to 4:00PM 
at Sayreville Public Library. Register early 
to guarantee yourself a spot! There will be a 
maximum of twenty attendees.  You must be 
sixteen or older.  This program is presented 
by Laura Steiner Bowes, certified yoga and 
fitness instructor. Register in the lobby, by 
calling Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25, or 
emailing her at alainad@lmxac.org.

Superstorm Sandy drove this boat right to the front entrance of the Blue Rock in Keyport.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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SA Times Writer/Research Specialist Anna Harris Friberg (l) had special visitors from 
Mississippi during the holidays, her daughter Anna “Babe” Friberg Mamrak (r) and her 
husband,  Dr. Robert Mamrak (c), who retired recently from his longtime position of Pastor 
of New Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Weir, Mississippi. The Mamraks  grew up in Sayreville 
and attended Sayreville War Memorial HS, with Robert graduating in 1969, and Anna in 
1970.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Local Deacons 
Invested

Our Lady of Victories Deacon Edward 
Majkowski, and Deacon David Mikolai of St. 
Stanislaus Kostka Parish have recently been 
invested as Knights.  Deacon Majkowski was 
invested as a Knight of the Equestrian Order 
of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Eastern 
Lieutenancy of the United States, and his wife 
Mary Majkowski was invested as a Lady in 
the order.  Deacon Mikolai was invested as a 
Knight of the Holy Sepulchre.  Congratula-
tions on your prestigious honors!

OLV Student Places 
Third

(Article submitted)
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post & 

Auxiliary #4699 announced that Madeline 
A. Tanchingco placed 3rd in the essay of 
Patriots Pen.  Madeline is a student from Our 
Lady of Victories School in Sayreville.  She 
will receive her awards in February.  Post 
& Auxiliary #4699 congratulate all students 
who took the time to enter its essay contest.  
For more info call 732-264-3041.

Job Search & 
Networking 

Support Group
Are you sick and tired of the constant 

disappointments you experience while trying 
to find a job?  Share your personal experi-
ences and frustrations with fellow job seekers 
in this job search support group designed to 
help people cope with the ups and downs 
one faces while trying to navigate through a 
challenging job market. Group members are 
encouraged to trade job search and interview 
tips with one another, in addition to establish-
ing a network among their peers to keep one 
another aware of potential job opportunities. 
This group will be led by career coaches and 
experts to provide essential tips and tricks for 
trying to land a job in a market that can be 
overwhelming. We meet on the 4th Thursday 
of every month at Sayreville Public Library 
from 7:00 to 8:15PM. The February meeting 
will be on Thursday, February 28, 2013. Light 
refreshments will also be served! For more 
information about this group or to register, 
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or 
email her at alainad@lmxac.org.

OLV Knights 
To Hold Annual 

Lenten Fish Fries
Our Lady of Victory Knights of Colum-

bus  Council # 2061 in partnership with Our 
Lady of Victories Columbiettes are happy 
to announce we will be having our annual 
Lenten fish fries at our council home’s Vic-
torian Hall, beginning Ash Wednesday, 
February 13th. We will start serving meals at 
4:30 PM and end at 7:00 PM. These fish fries 
will then move to Fridays for 6 consecutive 
events beginning Friday February 22 and 
continuing to Good Friday March 29th. Our 
menu consists of fried or baked flounder, 
breaded shrimp, mac & cheese, roasted 
potato’s, pizza, clam chowder and the largest 
salad bar in town. Beer, wine and soda will 
also be available for purchase. We will also 
be offering take out and accepting phone 
orders after 4:00 PM. Our council home is 
located at 775 Washington Road directly 
across from the Parlin post office in Parlin. 
We can be reached at 732-257-2061. Please 
note that we Will Not be having a fish fry 
on February 15th.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -T.B.

played for the victorious1949 team. He 
earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Social Studies and Physical Education in 
grades 7-12 and a Master of Arts Degree in 
Secondary School Supervisory Administra-
tive Certification.  All 6 of his children are 
also graduates of the high school.

The Governors’ 63-60 victory over 
Wood-Ridge brought the team and the 
coach state wide acclaim with various 
congratulatory memos from the governor, 
other dignitaries, Saint Mary’s High School 
(Cardinal McCarrick) Athletic Dept. and 
community organizations added by a celebra-
tory town parade.  The coach and athletes 
were disciplined in developing to become a 
top notch team as also stated by the county 
newspaper. The spirited school morale was 
at an all time high degree among students, 
staff, and families. 

Principal Croddick died in office in 
September 1968 at age 40 of a heart attack.  
His memory is of a loving husband and fa-
ther, a compassionate man, an exceptional 
educator, determined coach, and firm and 
strongly attentive principal.

50th Anniversary 
Basketball 

Announcement
(Continued from page 1)
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Senior Trip To 
Sands Casino

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a bus trip to the Sands Casino on Sunday, 
February 10, 2013. The price of the trip 
is $30.00 with $20.00 slot play and $5.00 
food voucher. The bus will leave OLV 
lower parking lot at 1:30PM and return ap-
proximately 9:30PM. For information or to 
make a reservation, please contact Geri at 
732-257-4351.

Tooker Top Chef 
For 2012

South Amboy’s Tiffany Tooker won the 
Executive Chef of 2012 title while competing 
against Executive Chefs from the Hostmark 
chain nationwide.  Congratulations on your 
great accomplishment, Tiffany!

Special January 
Program

Craft and Cocoa Night - Have some fun 
at Craft and Cocoa Night at the Sayreville 
Public Library!  Join us for winter crafts, 
hot cocoa and cookies.  Ages 3 and up.  
Thursday, January 24 at 6 PM.  Register 
online beginning January 7 by visiting: www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or for more information 
call: 732-727-0212 ext. 26.

The popular Ye Cottage Inn at Keyport was severely damaged by Hurricane Sandy.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)
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Trail Of Trials
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1995

Life is a trail of trials
“We” by nature
Do not envision trials as having value
But trials are “our” ways-to-means
It is in the way “we” handle trials
Not letting trials rule “us”
Attitude, vision, and expression with these 
trials
That “we” all will experience
Purifies “our” spirit
Which enchances “our” light
Or darkens “our” souls
Storms will be brewing 
Battles are impending
The devil will always attack
Trials, trials, trials
Pray ‘til one trial is over
And look forward to living for a new one
Until “our” trial of trials has ended
At heaven.  

“Mr. Ray” Will Be 
Missed

Raymond “Mr. Ray” Garnett, 84, of 
Parlin died on Dec. 21.  He was one of the 
Borough of Sayreville’s most popular and 
active residents, and adored by children at 
Sacred Heart School, where he worked in 
the Maintenance Dept. until his retirement in 
1990.  He most recently worked for Spezzi 
Funeral Home as an attendant.   He was also 
employed by Hercules for 25 years. 

Ray was a member and past-com-
mander of VFW Memorial Post 4699, and 
also a member of its honor guard, serving 
as junior vice-commander.  In addition, he 
was a member of Catholic War Veterans, 
member/past-president of Sacred Heart Holy 
Name Society, vice-president of St. Stan’s 
Seniors Club, Capitan of Saint Alfonse 
Retreat Club, and also many other groups 
and organizations.   “Mr. Ray” was a very 
special man who made a most positive mark 
on the world, while touching so many lives 
with his genuine kindness.  He will truly 
be missed. Did You Know?

In 1987, Hartz Mountain was one of the 
first companies to publicly show interest in 
the South Amboy Waterfront, and made a 
preliminary proposal to the Redevelopment 
Agency.  Hartz representatives presented a 
plan calling for 1,000 housing units and a 
200 slip marina, complete with retail and 
restaurant facilities.  All of the housing 
units proposed were low-rise, two or three 
stories.
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Not too far from here, in Union Beach, the Princess Cottage on Front St.  was destroyed 
by superstorm Sandy.  Photos and news clips of this house, quite possibly were used more 
than any other from New Jersey on TV, the web, and in newspapers worldwide, as a symbol 
of Sandy’s destruction.  The cottage was recently torn down.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

City Changes 
Business Meetings

The City of South Amboy has changed 
its business meetings to 6 p.m. on the day 
of the regular Wednesday council meetings 
which are held at 7 p.m.  The meetings used 
to be held on the Monday prior to the regular 
council meeting.

The schedule for 2013 is as follows: 
Jan 9, 16; Feb. 6, 20; March 6, 20; April 3, 
17; May 1, 15; June 5, 19; Jul. 3, 17; Aug. 
7, 21; Sept. 4, 18; Oct. 2, 16; Nov. 6, 20; 
Dec. 4, 18.

Lewis Celebrates 
20 Years

South Amboy Police Sgt. Mark Lewis 
recently celebrated the anniversary of his 
20th year on the South Amboy PD.  Con-
gratulations, Sgt. Lewis on a truly outstand-
ing job!

Scrabble Club
Join us at Sayreville Public Library 

on the first and third Friday of every 
month to play a few rounds of Scrabble. 
This month’s dates are February 1st and 
15th, from 1:30-3:30pm. The library has a 
Scrabble Board, but you may bring your 
own also. No need to sign up in advance, 
just show up and make new friends! If you 
have any questions, email Alaina at alai-
nad@lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 x25. 

Tents were set up in a field at Union Beach for some residents whose homes were destroyed 
by superstorm Sandy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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South Amboy residents Mary Connors (l) and her husband Tom (r) visited their granddaughter 
Dana Boretzky (c) at Fort Wayne, Indiana.   They are pictured at Bishop Luers HS during 
Grandparents Day on Nov. 1. Dana is very athletic and plays softball, volleyball and basketball 
for her school.  The Connors were very fortunate to have been at Indiana during the wrath 
of Hurricane Sandy.  (Photo/info submitted) 

Daddy-Daughter 
Date Night

The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary 
Club will sponsor its 8th Annual Daddy-
Daughter Date Night on Friday, Feb. 1 from 
7-10 p.m. at the VFW Hall, Jernee Mill Rd., 
Sayreville.  Proceeds will be donated to com-
munity activities and humanitarian projects.  
Dads, uncles, granddads, and stepdads can 
escort their favorite special little girl to din-
ner, dancing and fun.  Child-friendly buffet, 
raffles, and gifts.  Cost is $55 per couple, 
$25 each additional special girl.  Call Greg 
at 732-721-0400 or e-mail: greg@custom-
financial.org.

Symphonic 
Band Concert At 
Sayreville-Jan. 19

On Saturday, Jan. 19, Sayreville War 
Memorial HS will be hosting the first Invi-
tational Symphonic Band concert.  This band 
is made up of approximately 100 musicians 
from 25 Central Jersey school districts that 
have been chosen by their band director.

The band is being conducted by the 
distinguished Dr. William Berz of the Mason 
Gross School of the Arts of Rutgers Uni-
versity, and is sponsored by CJMEA- The 
Central Jersey Music Educators Association.  
The concert starts at 8 p.m. at the Sayreville 
HS auditorium.  Tickets are $10 and may be 
purchased at the door.
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Landfill Beginning-Pictured is the pipeline 
from an offshore barge that was used for 
dredging the channels of the Raritan Bay in 
the early 1950’s.  This was the beginning of 
the Landfill in South Amboy and Sayreville, as 
it is portrayed today.  This operation continued 
for several years until it was completed in 
the late 50’s. 
The property was eventually used to construct 
homes and the Waterfront Park, and became 
a valuable asset to South Amboy and 
Sayreville for development.  Another little 
known fact about this property is that back in 
the 1960’s, a feasibility study was made, and 
some of the possible uses for this land called 
for a nuclear power plant, an aluminum plant, 
a water renovation plant, and marinas for 
both South Amboy and Sayreville.  However, 
these plans never came to fruition because 
they were too close to the metropolitan area, 
and the costs were astronomical for those 
ventures at that time.  (Digital graphic/story 
by Joe Lotkowictz)

Summer Camp: 
The Benefits Are 

Endless
Mike Tonzola, Camp Director, South Amboy 

YMCA
Should I send them to camp?  Shouldn’t 

I?  The answer is: you should definitely think 
about it.  How do I know if it’s a good camp?  
You will know the minute you walk into a 
camp.  When you send your child to a day 
camp, you need to feel secure that the day 
will be an adventure for them, and that they 
will do something that they can’t necessarily 
do at home with a babysitter.  You have to 
feed their little minds, bodies, and spirits.

YMCA day camp feeds your child’s 
mind by giving those opportunities to think 
for themselves, learn from their mistakes, 
and create memories that will last them into 
adulthood.  They will be able to feed their 
mind in a supervised, encouraging and bully-
free environment.  Campers will feed their 
bodies with activity.  They will stay active 
and moving during the day, through sports, 
hands-on activities, and various games.  
Campers will never have a dull moment while 
at a YMCA day camp.  How can you feed a 
spirit?  At camp, spirits are fed by affirming 
the campers and encouraging them to try 
new things.  Even if their new adventures 
aren’t for them, they can go home at the end 
of the day feeling good about themselves, 
and keep their spirits high.  Every child 
should feel good about their day when they 
go home, and that’s what YMCA day camp 
accomplishes.

While it is hard to think about beaches, 
barbeques, and summer heat, now is the 
time!  Choosing a summer camp home for 
your children could take a couple months.  
Scout out some camps in your area, don’t 
be afraid to ask the camp director questions, 
and above all, make sure you leave feeling 
confident that the most important thing to the 
camp and the most important thing to you 
are the same: the safety of your children.   5 
months to go, Happy Summer!

WHAT’S FOR SUPPER?
By Elaine Holton Scott

If you’re not “up in years,” you probably 
won’t be cooking old  suppertime favorites, 
like homemade chicken soup with home-
made noodles, stuffed cabbage, split pea 
soup flavored with a ham bone, pork chops 
and sauerkraut, homemade pierogis, and pot 
roast and dumplings anytime soon.  These 
days, fancy sounding dishes with unusual 
combinations, “odd” ingredients, and high 
priced everything are what’s “trending,” 
not the simple, hearty fare we had eaten 
long ago.

Before restaurants and fast food places 
abounded, before families ate out more often 
than they ate in, before supermarkets put the 
Mom & Pop grocery stores out of business, 
before families owned more than one car, 
before mass trucking and super highways 
enabled fresh fruit, produce, and meat to be 
distributed to stores twelve months a year, 
before any kind of heat & serve, ready-made 
meals were sold, the food we had eaten not 
only was like the food mom used to make, 
it really was the food moms were cooking 
every day.  

*Meatloaf, especially if it had been 
served with mashed potatoes, just like in the 
classic movie, “Christmas Story.”  Hands 
down, meatloaf had been a top favorite.  For 
many of us seniors, it still is.  

*Beef stew, the most perfect suppertime 
meal on a cold winter’s evening, seems to 
have “fallen off the radar.”  Even all the 
many Dinty Moore television commercials 
for their beef stew in a can are mysteriously 
no more.

*Baked Macaroni & Cheese, the real 
deal, not the stuff from the box with the 

powdered “cheese.”  Loaded with carbs, 
protein, and calories, for most of us it had 
been the entrée and side dish all rolled into 
one.  It was also a “Meatless Friday” sup-
per favorite.

*Liver & Onions…for many the most 
dreaded meal of all.  “Eat it; it’s good for 
you,” followed by, “Then, go hungry,” was 
what a lot of us had been told.  Packed with 
iron, it was also cheap, and to the thrifty 
housewives of decades ago, “cheap” kept 
it reappearing on the supper table whether 
it was hated or not.

*Fried Pork Roll sandwiches (or fried 
Baloney sandwiches, if you had no Pork 
Roll) on white bread, made even better if the 
bread had been dipped first into the grease 
of the frying pan.  This was “fast food” at 
its finest, before there was even such a thing 
as “fast food.”

*On “lucky days,” we’d have dessert, 
and most often it would be some kind of 
pudding made from scratch.  Special favor-
ites were Rice Pudding and Bread Pudding, 
served warm from the oven.

What’s for supper?  How about Corn 
Fritters as a side dish?  In an electric frying 
pan, heat about an inch layer of vegetable oil 
to 350 degrees.  In a medium-sized bowl, sift 
together 1 2/3 cups of all-purpose flour, 1 ½ 
teaspoons of baking powder, and 1 teaspoon 
of salt.  Mix in one can of corn, undrained, 
and one egg.  Stir.  Drop by rounded teaspoon-
fuls into oil.  Fry for only a few minutes on 
both sides until fritters are a golden brown.  
(Don’t overcrowd frying pan.)  Drain well.  
Salt to taste.  
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PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

Internet for Beginners
Learn how to surf websites and find 

information on the Internet. First prefer-
ence goes to Sayreville patrons who have 
not taken this class before. You must know 
how to use the mouse already to take this 

class. Sayreville Public Library, Monday, 
February 4, from 6:00 to 8:00PM. For more 
information or to register, email Alaina at 
alainad@lmxac.org, or call her at 732-727-
0212 ex. 25. Adults only, please.
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#1 Pop Hits On Jan. 
19

2008-Low-Flo Rida with T-Pain
1993-I Will Always Love You-Whitney 
Houston
1988-Got My Mind Set On You-George 
Harrison
1973-You’re So Vain-Carly Simon
1968-Hello Goodbye-The Beatles
1958-At The Hop-Danny & The Juniors

Rumbles From The Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski
Hey kiddies, yes I’m enjoying retire-

ment.  Publisher Tom Burkard has been 
keeping me busy too.  For those of you who 
missed Ray Suchcicki’s last couple of Open 
Mic Nights at the South Amboy Knights of 
Columbus  “Electric Blue” and also “The 
Rock Misfits” featuring Frank Cilente, Mike 
Squillace, Jack Skutnik, Rick Shingola, John 
Dembowski, Burkard, Suchcicki, and spe-
cial appearances by Rockdaddys Emerson 
Jones and myself  had a cool time rockin’ 
the house.    There was an awesome turnout 
too at the “Sandy Benefit Open Mic Nite 
too!  Which reminds me…

Everyone was affected by the damage 
of Sandy.  Our friends and neighbors in the 
“lower Sayreville” area of the Borough were 
devastated by loss of homes, cars, and pos-
sessions.  So, mark your calendars for Sun-
day, Feb. 17th at Bello’s Family Restaurant 
in Parlin, “Songs For Sayreville” will take 
place from 1-6 p.m.  See Bello’s ad and the 

“flyer” in this issue for all the details.  Lots 
of super music on tap.

For those of you who have posted the 
flyer or info for the “Songs For Sayreville, 
please do me a favor and post that there are 
NO ADVACNCED TICKET SALES, only 
that day at the door.  Seems lots are asking 
that question, and also, for those who can-
not attend, donations are being accepted 
via check made out to THE SAYREVILLE 
STORM RELIEF FUND, and donations can 
be left at Bello’s Family Restaurant at any 
time.  An announcement is being made on 
both the Sayreville and South Amboy cable 
TV stations, and as we get closer, a wonder-
ful friend, Ms. Maria Milito at Q-104.3 FM, 
New York’s only Classic Rock station, will 
be announcing the benefit also, and a large 
banner will  be displayed in front of Bello’s 
shortly.  Thanks for your help guys!

The show presented by Sayreville’s 
longest running classic rock band, “The 
Rockdaddys,” will feature “FOG,” The 
Mike Lefton Express, with acoustic sets by 
Jerry Smith and Danny Toye, and a special 
appearance by “Roger Johnson and The 
Hubcaps,” and, I’m certain, lots of other 
musical guests and friends.  So, be there 
please…Let’s get together for great music/
food/friends and atmosphere…To help our 
neighbors and friends. 

#1 Country Hits On 
Jan. 19

2003-19 Somethin’-Mark Wills
1998-Just To See You Smile-Tim McGraw
1983-Going Where The Lonely Go-Merle 
Haggard
1978-Take This Job And Shove It-Johnny 
Paycheck
1963-The Ballad Of Jed Clampett-Flatt & 
Scruggs
1958-Great Balls Of Fire-Jerry Lee Lewis

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

Interesting youtube.com videos to check 
out:  1960’s-“Today” by The New Christy 
Minstrels reached #17 in ’64…”Greenfields 
by The Brothers Four went all the way to 
#2 in 1960…

A very cool song I just heard for the first 
time this year is “Santa Looked A Lot Like 
Daddy,” which was originally recorded by 
Buck Owens in 1965.  That’s good, but a 2008 
version by Brad Paisley is super.  Check it 
out, if not now, maybe next Christmas!

Another really interesting and catchy 
song is “Linda Lou,” which was originally 
a #46 hit for Ray Sharp in 1959.  Ricky Vee 
also did a cover of it, which is my favorite, 
because it has a quicker beat.  The Rolling 
Stones also recorded the song in 1979, but 
I’ll still take Vee’s version…

Rock and Rant
By Rev. Buck Daddy Flash

 The holiday hustle is over and the cold 
winter darkness is hanging over like circling 
vultures. The new year is fresh and it is time 
to better ourselves by choosing a new path 
on which to live, by resolving some issues.  
We are only three weeks into this grand 2013 
and myself along with millions of other 

Americans are singing the Whitesnake 
anthem Here I go again. We just broke 
another New Year’s resolution. The words 
“I can’t” are being spoken all around the 
world. I can’t stop stuffing my face, I can’t 
just drink only two lite beers, I can’t go to 
the gym, and I can’t go out and get a job are 
some of the cries I’ve heard on the wind over 
the last few weeks. This needs to be the year 
of “I can”. The quitting must stop, time to 
put in for the long haul, and finish what we 
started. This year is young and tomorrow is 
yet another new day to start again and stay 
true to ourselves. There is still time for the 
gym or to eat that celery or choke down the 
tasteless lite beer. We need to get control of 
our lives and sing along with Frank Sinatra, 
I’ve got the world on a string. Once we have 
a line on ourselves the world will be a fine 
place to live. Enjoy!
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Music Trivia
#1 Hits Of 1973

By Tom Burkard
1.__Tie A Yellow Ribbon Round The Ole Oak Tree a. The Rolling Stones
2.__Killing Me Softly With His Song b. Paul McCartney & Wings
3.__Crocodile Rock c. Carly Simon
4.__Give Me Love d. Grand Funk
5.__You’re So Vain e. The Carpenters
6.__My Love f. George Harrison
7.__The Night The Lights Went Out In Georgia g. Jim Croce
8.__Photograph h. The Stories
9.__Bad, Bad Leroy Brown i. Dawn featuring Tony Orlando
10._Top Of The World j. Elton John
11._We’re An American Band k. Roberta Flack
12._Brother Louie l. Vicki Lawrence
13._Angie m. Ringo Starr
14._Delta Dawn n. Charlie Rich
15._The Most Beautiful Girl o. Helen Reddy

Answers
1i 2k 3j 4f 5c 6b 7l 8m 9g 10e 11d 12h 13a 14o 15n.

Rockin’ The Night At The Knights
(Photos by Joe Lotkowictz)

Super performer/lead guitarist Frank Cilente put on amazing show on Dec. 28th at the South 
Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 Open Mic Night.  Here, he really gets into playing 
his blue Ibanez guitar on his knees.

Frank makes it look easy, as he plays his guitar behind his neck. Emerson Jones (l) is on 
bass, and Ray Suchcicki is playing drums.

Flesh & Blood Band Remembered
In last month’s column “Do You Re-

member,” we mentioned a rock band called 
“Flesh & Blood” performing at a Sacred 
Heart CYO dance on April 26, 1969, and 
asked if anyone had any info on the group.  

Edna Mazur Pilch of Sayreville respond-
ed with the following e-mail: “I remember 
“Flesh & Blood,” and was a big fan of theirs 
in high school.  We had the best of times at 
the OLV CYO dances.  The original members 
of the band were Sayreville War Memorial 
HS graduates Ron Igneri (’73) Tony Miele, 
Steve Maness (’72), Bruno Lavattre (’72), 
and Jeff Friedman, along with ’73 St. Mary’s 
grad Larry Dibling.” 

Ron said that his greatest memory of 
the group was “When we recorded “Mis-
understood” as a cover song and “Road To 
Nowhere,” an original, and it was played on 
WCTC AM radio a couple of times.  It was a 
big thrill for us.  We recorded it on a 4-track 
reel in a basement studio in South Amboy.  
(Wonder if Marty Ruszala was the Recording 
Engineer)?  I remember carrying that heavy 
Hammond organ down into the basement 
and pulling two all-nighters recording and 
mixing.  I still have that big, old LP-sized 
45 rpm demo record somewhere!”    

In a newspaper clipping with a photo/ 
story she sent from April 1970, detailing 
how the group won the Madison Twp. (Now 
Old Bridge) Battle of the Bands at Cedar 
Ridge High School, with 700 teenagers in 
attendance.  Flesh & Blood defeated other 
local groups including Subways, Rodent, 
Illumination (who finished 3rd place), and 
Isolation (who captured 2nd place).

Flesh & Blood went on to represent 
Madison Twp. at the Westfield Rock Festival 
on May 9, 1970.  Igneri recalled the big day, 
“We did not do well in Westfield.  I remember 
a large flatbed stage, and no monitors, so you 
couldn’t hear what was being played from 
one end of the flatbed to the other!  I also 
recall there being a moment of silence for 
the Kent State killings that day.” 

Ron still plays every Saturday night 
with Ric Miele at the American Hotel in 
downtown Freehold, and also in a trio with 
Ron Brodzinski and another friend, once a 
month at Runway 34 in Wall Twp. 

*Thank you Edna and Ron for sharing 
this great bit of local rock ‘n’ roll history, 
and interesting memories with our SA Times 
readers!
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College Notebook
Monmouth University is having a tough 

season so far with a (4-9) record under former 
Hoffman High School legends, Coach Jen 
Kuziemski Palmateer and Assistant Coach 
Reggie Carney…Olivia Gorczynski, who 
starred for Cardinal McCarrick HS, and 
now playing for Chestnut Hill College, had 
a high game of 19 points against Malloy 
College.  She leads the team with 22 steals, 
is #2 in scoring average with an 11.0, and 3rd 
in points 121 for CH, now (2-11)…Another 
McCarrick grad, Julio Rosario is tied for the 
lead in assists with 22 at William Paterson 
College.  He averages 2.8 ppg. for his team 
whose record is (8-5)…Chrissy Keir, who 
scored over 1,000 points at Cardinal McCar-
rick, leads the University of Charleston in 
assists-48, and most free throws made-26.  
She is also tied for the team lead in steals 
with 15 for the Golden Eagles, currently 
(6-4)…

School Sports
(As of Jan. 10th)

By Tom Burkard

Girls Basketball
Sayreville (4-5) Jackie Rodriguez is the 

team’s top scorer, and gets scoring support 
from Amanda Quintera, Megan Quinaln, 
and Emma Denby.

South Amboy (2-5) Amanda LaVigne is 
the leading scorer, while Beth Kudelka has 
excelled in rebounding and scoring.  They 
get plenty of help from Emily Trzeciak and 
Beth Noble.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (2-6) 
Lauryn Materowski, Shannon McCleery, 
Kaitlyn Norek, and Brittany Clayton have 
been lighting up the scoreboard for the 
Lady Eagles.

Boys Basketball
Sayreville (6-3) Corey Taite is playing 

a consistent, outstanding all-around game, 
contributing points, assists and steals to 
help the Bombers.  Malik Pressley, Justin 
Luna, and Donald Johnson have also been 
standouts recently.

South Amboy (5-3) Joe Fruncillo domi-
nates off the boards, and can score double 
figures on any given night.  Steve Herdman 
is the top scorer, and is deadly from 3-point 
range, while Nick Kales also burns the nets 
with fine shooting.  Matt Lavin has also been 
in double digits recently.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (2-8) 
Jaquante Madden, Sky Harris and Aaron 
Lewis provide the offensive nucleus for 
the Eagles. 

Boys Bowling
Sayreville (13-0-2) Coach Mike 

Weinert’s club is again one of the best in 
the county and state.  Jay Ciszewski leads 
the way with a 230 avg., and is followed 
closely by Kevin Nettler and Mike Bernstein, 
both around 215, A.J. Angotti 210, Andrew 
Danchisco 175.  Mike Danchisco is battling 
back to top form following an injury.  

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (4-5-1) 
John Miller, Zack Durso, Ryan Zsamba, and 
Gabe Tirado, lead the Eagles.

South Amboy (4-6) Phil Oppenheimer 
is the top bowler and gets support from Alex 
Van Reek, Mike Pagan and Jake Piazzolla.

Girls Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (13-0) 

Topping the talented  Blue & Gold machine 
are Katie Latham, Asia Howard, Katie Rose 
Noble, and Kristen Pianka.

Sayreville (4-4) Chantelle Glowacki 
leads the way with a 160 average, and is 
followed by Megan Aucone 145, and Kate 
Kersting.

South Amboy (0-9) The Lady Guvs are 
paced by Jennell Webber, Brandi Charmello 
and Caitlin Toomey.

Wrestling
Sayreville (4-5) Top wrestlers recently 

are: Anthony Porcaro (220), Nick Taillefer 
(152), Maddux Mason (126 lbs.). 

Bombers Win 2nd 
Tourney

The Sayreville super boys’ bowling team 
captured its second tournament champion-
ship of the season by winning the 27th An-
nual Brick Tournament.  The Blue & Gray 
powerhouse, ranked no. 2 in the state came 
back to win the crown.  Sayreville rolled 
1,047 and 1,099 in the first 2 games, which 
left them in 4th place out of the 10 teams in 
the event.  However, the talented contingent 
rang up 1,106 in the final game to give them 
a final of 3,252, topping 2nd place finisher 
Howell with 3,217.  

Earlier in the season, Sayreville won 
the Warren Wheeler Memorial Tournament 
at Jersey Lanes in Linden.  Congratulations, 
Bombers!

Eagles Beat Guvs 
In Hurricane Relief 

Benefit Game
On Dec. 15th, the community came out 

to support a great cause, the Hurricane Relief 
Benefit, as well as see the local high school 
basketball fives lock horns for the first time 
since 2008, when Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s tangled with South Amboy in the 
GMCT quarterfinals at Middlesex County 
College.

The game was exciting throughout, and 
it looked like South Amboy would pull off 
an upset early in the fourth quarter, but the 
determined Eagles battled back to tie the 
contest and send it into overtime.  CM/SM 
continued its momentum from the final 
stanza, and came away with a hard-earned 
54-51 victory over the always-hustling 
Governors.

Sky Harris and Michael Vick led the 
Blue & Gold scorers with 14 and 11 points 
respectively, while Steve Herdman popped 
in 14 markers for SA, and was followed by 
teammates Nick Kales 13, and Joe Fruncillo 
with 12 points.

The day, which started off with a fund-
raising dinner at South Amboy Middle/High 
School and basketball games, was a major 
success, raising nearly $30,000 for the Hur-
ricane Relief Benefit, with the funds going 
directly to the benefit of the families affected 
by Hurricane Sandy.  Congratulations, and 
hats off to The Friends of South Amboy who 
organized and ran the event.

Note: The last time the two schools 
met in 2008, the Eagles emerged victori-
ous, 82-61.

The Middlesex County College men’s 
basketball team beat Delaware County 
Community College of Pennsylvania in a 
thrilling contest, 74-71 on Jan. 8.  MCC is 
now 7-6 overall and 5-4 in the Garden State 
Conference.  Sayreville’s Bryant Webb fires a 
jump shot.  (Photo/info courtesy of Middlesex 
County College)

Sayreville Tops 
Eagles

Sayreville boys’ basketball team slipped 
by Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s, 49-44.  
The Bombers were led by Justin Luna with 12 
points and Corey Taite who fired in 9 points.  
Jaquante Madden tossed in 13 points and 
hauled down 14 rebounds for the Eagles.

Langan Chosen
Player Of The Week

On Dec. 24, Sayreville native David 
Langan of Wesley College, was named 
Captial Athletic Conference (CAC) Men’s 
Basketball Player of the Week.   He led the 
Wolverines to 3 victories the previous week, 
averaging 16.3 points and 13.3 rebounds, 
while shooting an awesome 63.3% from 
the field.  To start the week, he posted 
back-to-back double-doubles, opening with 
a game-high 21 points, 15 rebounds and 4 
blocks to lead his team to an 8 point win over 
longtime rival Washington College.  Two 
days later, he pumped in 19 points, ripped 
10 rebounds, and had 3 blocks as Wesley 
topped No. 1 Virginia Wesleyan.  In his third 
game of the week, he just missed his fifth 
straight double-double, when he scored 9 
points and hauled down 15 rebounds in a 
romp over Fisher College.

The 6-8 junior is having an outstanding 
season with a career-high 11.9 points avg., 
and leads the CAC with a career-high 9.8 
rebounds per game, and helping his club to a 
super 10-4 mark.  Congratulations, David!

Governors and Eagles shake hands prior to the city series benefit game. Pictured (l-r) 
Steve Herdman (SA), Jaquante Madden (CM),  Aaron Lewis (CM) and Nick Kales (SA). 
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Locals Finish In 
Top 10

In GMCT Bowling
Sayreville’s A.J. Angotti captured 3rd 

place in the GMC Boys Bowling Tournament 
with an excellent 6-game total of 1,359.  
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s Katie Rose 
Noble cracked the top 10 by finishing with 
a fine 1,197 total.  Congratulations A.J. and 
Katie Rose!

Sayreville Stops 
South Amboy

The Sayreville Bombers boys’ basket-
ball team defeated South Amboy, 54-46 on 
another fine al-around performance by Corey 
Taite, who burned the nets for 23 points, 
grabbed 5 rebounds, dished-off  5 assists, 
and notched 5 steals.  Teammate Justin Luna 
popped in 15 markers for the Bombers.  South 
Amboy was paced by Joe Fruncillo with 23 
points, and Steve Herdman 15 tallies.

Applying for Financial 
Aid for College 101
Without financial aid, the cost of at-

tending college would be beyond the reach 
of most families. Trying to understand the 
terminology, the types of aid available, and 
how to get through the process of applying 
for financial aid can be daunting. High school 
juniors and seniors and their parents should 
attend this seminar to hear an experienced 
professional clarify the process so they can 
obtain the aid they need to attend college. Join 
Barbara Wichinsky, M.Ed., former Director 
of Guidance and Independent Consultant 
as she walks you through the steps of this 
process. Sayreville Public Library, Saturday, 
Feb. 2, 3:00-4:30PM. To register, contact 
Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org, call her at 
732-727-0212 ex. 25.

Movie Matinee
Sayreville Public Library offers its 

monthly movie matinee on Friday, Febru-
ary 22, from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Enjoy popular 
movie hits on our 84” x 84” screen and fresh 
popcorn from our popcorn machine! Watch 
a movie and meet fellow movie enthusiasts! 
Check our website at: www.sayrevillelibrary.
org to see this month’s selection and to reg-
ister. Adults only, please. Contact Alaina by 
phone at 732-727-0212 x25 or email alai-
nad@lmxac.org for more information!

Right Photo - Steve Herdman (r) SAHS puts up a 3 pointer, Left Photo  - Dan Murphy (r) 
SAHS drives in for a layup, both photos are from the Hurricane Relief Benefit Game between 
Cardinal McCarrick and South Amboy  High School. (Photos by Brian Stratton)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1946-The Sayreville Bombers undefeated CJ Group I champions finished (9-0), counting 
a win over their alumni way back then.  This was the first undefeated, untied team 
in history.  The ’41 club was unbeaten, but had a tie game.  The ‘46 championship 
team is pictured bottom row (l-r) Team Managers:  Meirose, Semasko, Joe Nicewicz, 
Frank Marcinczyk.  Second row (l-r) Witczak, Bailey, Roy Dill, Edwin Johansen, Walt 
Koscinski, Robert Janicker, Ed Mosakowski, Ben Zaleski, Dennis Connors.  Third 
row (l-r) Ed Batko, Gaspich, Stan Wlodarczyk, Tom Vazquez, Henry Albert, Edwin 
Chudkowski, Leonard Tischler, Ed Albin, Henry Zaleski.  Top row (l-r) Henry Counsman 
(Asst. Coach), Charles “Chubby” Derent,  Strach, Paul Janocha, Jim Callahan, Walt 
Swiderski, Ed Szot, Ed Homan, Bob Mytnick, Joe Januszewski, Frank Mytnick, John 
Wojcik, Walt Olender, Vince Abbatiello (Coach).
The team outscored its opponents by an incredible 153-27 margin during the season.  
Quarterback Bob Mytnick completed 59-of-89 passes for a 66.3%, and fired 9 TD strikes.   
Olender, the team captain led the Bombers in scoring with 31 points, and was followed 
by Callahan 28, Bob Mytnick 25, Wojcik 24, Szot 19, Frank Mytnick 13, Derent 12, and 
Janocha 1.  Bob Mytnick and Paul Janocha, an outstanding guard, were All-County 
selcections, while Janocha and Januszwski made the Group I All-State team.     

1967-In a City Series battle between Hoffman 
and St. Mary’s, Dennis Bratus (12) of the 
Eagles, goes up for a shot, while being 
closely guarded by Guvs’ Bill Keegan.   Bratus 
finished third in scoring for the Saints with 
206 points on the year.  

T.H.E. 
Game

Year-1974
Sport-Boys Bas-
ketball
Teams-Sayreville 
(15-5) vs. Hoffman (4-15)
Recap-The Bombers led 18-16 after the 
first quarter, but the Guvs battled back and 
tied it at 32-all on 2 free throws by Henry 
Wortley.  Sayreville then ran off 8 straight 
points and never looked back, taking a 46-36 
lead to the lockers at halftime.  The scorch-
ing Sayreville shooters continued to open 
up the lead, as the third quarter score was 
63-48.  The Blue & Gray outscored Coach 
Ray Tomaszewski’s charges, 26-13 in the 
final stanza for an 89-61 victory.  Sayreville 
had 4 players in double figures with Steve 
Makwinski leading the way with 24 points, 
Wayne Kreiger 18, Ray Borup 17 and John 
Wojcik 12.  Hoffman was topped by Tom 
Suau with 17 tallies, Wortley 14, and Joe 
“Moose” McCarthy 12.
Boxscore 
Sayreville 89
Makwinski 24 Kreiger 18 Borup 17 Wojcik 
12 Joe Hart 9 Jeff Georgiana 5 Matt Clark 
2 Tom Bailey 2 Mike White 0 Ray Megill 
0 John Andl 0.
Hoffman 61
Suau 17 Wortley 14 McCarthy 12 George 
Bongiorno 6 Bob Besner 5 John Szatkowski 
4 Jack Hulsart 3 Ray Poulson 0.
Player-Of-The-Game-Steve Makwinski, 
Sayreville.

Glory Days 
In

Local 
Sports

1952-Sayrevil le’s 
football team, led by Joe 
Rudy, ripped Frenchtown, 
21-6.  Rudy scored on an 
8-yd. run, and fired a 29-yd. 
TD strike to Dave Ritter.  Walt Kurczewski 
tossed a 4-yd. spot touchdown pass to Rudy, 
who also kicked 3 extra points, and had a hand 
in all 21 Sayreville points.  1966-St. Peter’s 
breezed by St. Mary’s 103-80, behind junior 
John Somogyi’s 32 points.  The Eagles were 
led by Rick Ragula, who tickled the twine 
for 21 points.  1979-Sayreville beat Carteret, 
57-52, while placing 4 players in double 
figures.  Ralph Novak led the way with 17 
points, Rick Garbowski 16, Dan Ogborne 
14, John Tarnacki 10.  1981-Hoffman girls’ 
basketball squad topped North Brunswick, 
58-46 in the first round of the MCT.  Linda 
Smith fired in 21 points, while Patti Mc-
Cabe and Jamie White tossed in 17 apiece.  
1996-St. Mary’s girls basketeers blasted New 
Brunswick, 49-19 behind Janine Swanson 
who pumped in 17 points, and Jacqui DuBois 
11.  2003-South Amboy defeated Roselle 
Park, 51-44 behind Brian Seres, who had 
15 points, and Joe Bartlinski 14.

Did You Know?
St. Mary’s Sports Hall-of-Famer, 

Jack Vail played college basketball on the 
Georgetown University varsity for 2 years, 
1952-53, and 1953-54.  In his senior year, he 
started, and played in 27 games, scoring 287 
points for a fine 10.5 avg.  He went on to a 
highly successful career in law, and retired 
as a judge in Hawaii. 

Correction
In last month’s tribute to Don Munn, 

who passed away on Dec. 3rd, we inadver-
tently mentioned that he was a member 
of the 1945 Hoffman High championship 
baseball team.  Thanks to South Amboy 
Sports Historian Charlie Koerner, we found 
out that Don played for Hoffman in 1950, 
and it was his brother Gene Munn, who was 
a member of the legendary ’45 club.

Morgan Merchants/
Lions Update

According to Joe Castellano of Sayre-
ville, the Morgan Merchants, who competed 
in the South Amboy Babe Ruth League 
became Oak View Nursing Home in the 
early 1960’s. Joe played for the Merchants, 
and later Oak View, and said that George 
Kiernan and Billy Clayton also played for 
the Merchants, while Billy’s brother Harry 
was with the Morgan Lions, and that was 
quite a rivalry. 

South Amboy 
Basketball League

1969-70-The South Amboy Men’s 
Senior Basketball League consisted of the 
following 7 teams: Sanitary Fuel, South 
Amboy AA, English Chevron, Colonel’s 
Garter, J & B Trucking, Bay City Liquors, 
Army Vets.

Remembering  The 
Msgr. Sullivan 
Tournament

1971-Hoffman’s talented basketball 
team captured the Msgr. Sullivan Tourna-
ment by defeating host St. Mary’s, 80-69.  
Gary Lange turned in an outstanding per-
formance by scoring 29 points, connecting 
on 14-for-21 shots from the floor, and was 
selected the MVP of the tourney.  Teammate 
Jim Keegan poured in 20 points and grabbed 
17 rebounds.  Jay Thomas led the Eagles 
with 18 points. 

40 Years Ago…
1973-Sayreville superstar Steve Mak-

winski scored his 1,000th point with 1:47 
remaining in the first quarter on a jump 
shot, as the Bombers beat New Brunswick, 
69-64.  Makwinski led the scoring with 29 
points, and was followed by Ray Borup 12, 
and Wayne Kreiger 10 points.

45 Years Ago…
Remember the talented Sacred Heart 

CYO high school basketball team.  Gene 
Cross was selected MVP of the squad that 
consisted of Dan Weinman, Bob Duffy, Gil 
Stankiewicz, Paul Mauro, Rich Tanchyk, 
Tony Mauro, Allen Chodkiewicz, and Bob 
Norman.  

*Does anyone have a team picture?  
Please let us know.

March for Life 
Bus Trip

On Friday January 25, 2013 The Knights 
of Columbus Our Lady of Victory Council 
#2061 in Sayreville and St. Bartholomew 
Council #11873 in East Brunswick will 
be co-sponsoring a bus trip to Washington 
D.C. to participate in the Annual March for 
Life on Friday, January 25, 2013. This will 
be the 40th year of this march to repeal the 
1973 Roe vs. Wade Supreme Court decision 
that made abortion on demand the law of 
the land. There will be a 6:30 AM Mass at 
Our Lady of Victories Church at 42 Main 
Street in Sayreville followed by a light con-
tinental breakfast. The bus will depart from 
the church parking lot at 7:30 AM. Lunch 
is also included. A minimum donation of 
$20 ($10 for students) is requested to help 
defray costs. For further information about 
the trip or to reserve a seat, please contact 
Michael Yetsko at (732)727-7639 or e-mail 
at mtyetsko@aol.com.

1963-It’s hard to believe, but 50 years have flown by since this St. Mary’s boys basketball 
team turned in a respectable (13-9) record for Coach Luke Lenahan.  The Eagles were led 
in scoring by Jack Kreiger, an All-County 1st Team selection.  Pictured top row (l-r) Coach 
Lenahan, Jerry O’Connor, Mgr., Bob Knight, Jay Derent, Ray Selover, J. Kukulski, Vince 
Wisniewski, Art O’Donnell, Bob “Red” Windrem, statistician, Father Brembos, Athletic 
Moderator.  Bottom row (l-r) Joe Pohl, Jack Kreiger, Joe Chodkiewicz, Tom Farrell, Bob 
Kukulski, Bill Schwarick.

50 Years Ago…
St. Mary’s Wins 

CYO Title
1963-St. Mary’s boys’ CYO high school 

basketball team captured a thrilling 54-53 
victory over St. Andrew’s of Avenel to win 
the Amboy District CYO League playoff 
championship.  John Starzynski  scored the 
only point in overtime, but it was a huge one, 
probably the most important one in his life, 
as he connected on a free throw  to seal the 
title for the Saints.  Tom Ryan and George 
Stramback led the winners with 15 points 
apiece, and John Norek added 11.

Goin’ Way Back…
To 1929

This may come as a surprise to many, 
but there was girls’ high school basketball  
way back in 1929.  South Amboy HS girls’ 
basketball team blasted St. Mary’s 23-12.  V. 
Baranowski led all scorers with 13 points, 
and her teammate E. Mundy scored 10.  A. 
Monaghan tossed in 7, M. McCarthy 3, and 
G. Trinley 2 for the Saints.  

The first names were not reported in 
the newspapers back in those days, but 
other names that appeared in the boxscore: 
South Amboy-H. Rosenthal, D. Baird, M. 
Deats, G. Mundy, K. Eulner, M. Subjack, 
H. Fernandez, V. Rehfuss.  St. Mary’s-M. 
Sullivan, M. Baranowski, G. Cohen.  

We have to wonder if there are any 
grandchildren out there who know if their 
grandmothers were any of the above players?  
Please let us know.   

50 Year Ago…
Marciniak Wins 

Contest
Sacred Heart School student, Dave 

Marciniak took 1st place in the Garden 
State Foul Shooting Contest, which was 
held at Convention Hall in Asbury Park.  
The talented shooter finished with a perfect 
15-for-15 at the free throw stripe.

Venison Dinner-Feb. 23
 Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1 

will be holding its Annual Venison Din-
ner on Feb. 23rd at Sacred Heart Church 
Cafeteria, Washington Ave., South Amboy.  
The doors will open at 5 p.m., and the cost 

is $25 per ticket, for the buffet style all you 
can eat and drink, beer and soda. There are 
a limited number of tickets available.  For 
more info call 732-727-0550 or e-mail: 
mtoth1@optonline.net.
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St. Mary’s High School/Seattle University/
Major League Baseball legend, Ed O’Brien 
(r) and his wife Terry (l) are pictured at 
Seattle University’s O’Brien Center for 
Athletic Administration building, during 
a Christmastime visit to the Office of the 
Controller.  The beautiful building was 
dedicated in honor of Ed and his twin brother 
John who literally put Seattle University on 
the sports map, with their record-breaking 
careers in baseball and basketball in the 
early 1950’s.  (Photo/info submitted)

3v3 Basketball Tournament Champions (Congratulations to Mark Simko, Steve Pugh & Tony 
Boyd, Champions of the South Amboy Y’s 3v3 Basketball Tournament held on December 
29, 2012. In a field of 11 teams, they won four games to win the championship! Hope to 
see all of the teams in our Adult Basketball League starting on February 28th!)  (Photo 
Submitted)

Swim Team “FUN”draiser (SABY Cyclones Swim Team members participate in a “FUN”draiser 
meet on December 29, 2012 at the South Amboy Y. Swimmers had a blast, and swimming 
fun events raised money for the team’s end-of-season banquet. Go Cyclones! (Photo 
Submitted)

Super Bowl 
Quarterbacks

The following quarterbacks have 
won the Super Bowl MVP: Bart Starr, Joe 
Namath, Len Dawson, Roger Staubach, Terry 
Bradshaw, Jim Plunkett, Joe Montana, Phil 
Simms, Doug Williams, Mark Rypien, Troy 
Aikman, Steve Young, John Elway, Kurt 
Warner, Tom Brady, Peyton Manning, Eli 
Manning, Drew Brees, Aaron Rodgers.

Super Bowl Facts
Did you know the San Francisco 49ers 

scored the most points in a Super Bowl game, 
as they destroyed the Denver Broncos, 55-10 
in 1990 behind MVP Joe Montana…

There has never been a shutout in the 
45-year history of the Super Bowl…

South Amboy Y 
Offers Group 

Exercise Classes 
For Children

The South Amboy Branch YMCA is 
offering three new group exercise classes for 
children ages 8-12: Kids Circuit Training, 
Kids Speed & Agility and ZumbAtomic.  
This is a great way for kids to exercise and 
stay active before they’re old enough to use 
our Wellness Center.  These classes will run 
through February 21, and will be held at 
the South Amboy Y, located at 200 John T. 
O’Leary Blvd in South Amboy.

These classes will challenge the kids 
to be more active and have fun at the same 
time!  Kids Circuit Training is on Mondays 
from 4-5pm and includes different workouts 
while rotating through different stations.  
Kids Speed & Agility is on Tuesdays from 
4-5pm and focuses on improving speed and 
movement. ZumbAtomic is on Thursdays 
from 4-4:45pm and follows the same Zumba 
format as adults.  Kids will keep moving 
through dance and lively music.

Each class is $33 for members and $55 
for non-members; non-members are required 
to have an active Program membership at reg-
istration.  Discounts are available for multiple 
class registrations.  Please call Mike Manfre, 
our Physical Director, with any questions at 
732-316-82082 or visit our website to register 
online: www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

OLV Senior Men’s 
Day Outing

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a Men’s Day Outing to Pennsylvania on 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013. The day trip 
will include a stop at Cabela’s, a tour of 
Yuengling Brewery, and lunch at Maroons. 
The cost of the trip is $88.00 which includes 
all of the above in addition to bus transporta-
tion, bus driver gratuity, and snacks on the 
bus. For further information or to make a 
reservation for the trip please call Michael 
at 732-727-7639. 

these fires.” 
New chief Brian Kuhn has been serving 

the community with the fire department for 
the past twenty four years. When asked what 
he looked forward to as chief, he commented 
“Moving forward and helping the depart-
ment. Firefighting is a great way to help serve 
the community.” Wife, Jamie Kuhn always 
knew he wanted this title, and he worked 
hard to earn it. His wife and entire family 
are extremely proud of all he has done, and 
what he will continue to do.

First assistant chief Brett Coyle has 
worked with the fire department for nine-
teen years, and became involved through 
his wife’s family, a long line of firefighters. 
Brett said he looks forward to helping those 
around him, and making sure his fellow 
firefighters and community make it out of 
natural disasters safely. His wife, Tricia 
Coyle mentioned she was very proud of him 
and his accomplishments.

Second assistant chief Mike Geral-
towski has been involved with firefighting 
for the past twenty years. One of Mike’s 
main goals as a firefighter is to make sure 
the city is safe, and to continue doing the best 
job he can. His wife Mary Kate and family 
expressed their happiness with Mike’s title, 
adding that this was a long time coming, and 
he will do a great job, because he is destined 
for wonderful things. 

From all of us at South Amboy Times, 
we would like to thank Jamie Norek for his 
incredible work throughout these last ten 
years. We would also like to congratulate 
Brian Kuhn, Brett Coyle and Mike Geral-
towski on their new positions and continued 
success in the New Year.  

Fire Chiefs 
Sworn In

(Continued from page 1)

Bon Jovi Stars At 
Hope Concert

(Continued from page 1)
The Boardwalk,” and his biggest hit, 

“Stand By Me.”    Southside Johnny came 
on stage and joined Ben E. for a cover of 
“Hold On, I’m Comin” which was a hit for 
Sam and Dave.

Bandiera, always popular at the shore 
for his philanthropic work, and of course, 
his amazing musical abilities, got a standing 
ovation from the packed house for his superb 
rendition of Simon & Garfunkel’s “Bridge 
Over Troubled Waters.”  Bonds sang “This 
Little Girl” and “Jole Blon,” while Southside 
closed the show with “Better Days,” and “I 
Don’t Want To Go Home.” 

The Hope Concert is an overwhelming 
success each year, raising funds for the Parker 
Family Health Center and also the Cancer 
Institute of New Jersey. 

New Prescription 
Drug Drop -Off Site 

In Sayreville
The Sayreville Police Dept. recently 

installed a prescription drug drop-off site at 
police headquarters.  Project Medicine Drop, 
which is run by the NJ Dept. of Consumer 
Afffairs is designed to make sure that pre-
scription drugs are not used for recreation 
purposes, and are disposed of in a way that 
will not harm the environment.  Councilman 
Bill Henry said that the new drop box at 
police headquarters “allows consumers to 
dispose of unused and expired medications 
anonymously, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year.”  

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -E.P.
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WWW.?

Many years ago this building was a tavern.  We’re looking for the exact location of the 
corner that it was/is on.  (To be correct, two street names must be submitted).   Examples 
for an answer would be: Smith & Meade St.,  or Inman Ave. & Route 9.  Good luck, it’s a 
hard one! 

December Winners
During the final month of the year’s 

WWW.? Mystery Photo competition, the 
December winners who correctly identi-
fied the photo as Abe Korb or Abey Korb’s 
were: Bill & Pat Scully, Peggy Yuhas, W. 
Tom Kross, Glenn Fallon, Chuck Pickard, 
Robert Loniewski, Lorraine Kost, Mark 
Matuszkiewicz, Jerry “Bear” Cilecki, Pete 
McIntyre, Joan Fulham, Lynn Loy, Paul 
Sohayda, Mary Ann Matarangolo, Maynard 

Nelson, Charles Knast.
Three contestants incorrectly identified 

the picture as Stadium Wrecking Company, 
which was located almost directly across 
from Abe Korb.   Another reader thought 
it was Amboy Garage on Rt. 35 South in 
Morgan, across from Al’s Auto Body.  

 Congratulations to all, and I hope you 
had as much fun in 2012 with this popular 
contest as we did.  Good luck in 2013!

The 2012 WWW.? Co-Champions 
Announced

By Tom Burkard
In one of the closest, and most exciting 

WWW.? Mystery Photo contest races in 
history, the husband/wife team of Bill and 
Pat Scully tied Peggy Yuhas for the 2012 
championship, by correctly identifying all 
12, (100%) of our photos for the year. 

Pat Scully said that, “It feels fantastic to 
win.  They’re not all easy photos to identify.  
We occasionally ride around looking for the 
Mystery Photo.  It’s a fun contest, and keeps 
your mind active.  I love The SA Times 
newspaper.  It’s really geared for this area, 
and is about people and places you know.  
We’ll try our best to win again this year.”

Bill Scully stated that, “I’m just thrilled 
to win the championship!  The pictures 
weren’t all easy.  The toughest ones were 
Clare & Coby’s, Red’s Barber Shop in 
Sayreville, and Tarallo’s old storefront on 

Bordentown Ave. was tough too.  It’s a great 
newspaper, and I always look forward to 
reading it.” 

Co-champion, Peggy Yuhas of Parlin, 
could not be reached after numerous attempts 
for an interview and photo.

 Following the new co-champions very 
closely at the finish line with 11 out of 12 were 
W. Tom Kross (3-time champion), Marian 
Mills (1-time champion), and Lynn Loy. 

Rounding out the Top 11 finishers for 
2012 with their total of correct answers: 
Estelle Pluskota 8, Chuck Pickard 8, Pete 
McIntyre 7, Joan Fulham 6, Charlotte Sad-
owski 4, Mark Matuszkiewicz 4.

There were 10 people that had 3 correct 
answers; 14 with 2 correct answers; 71 with 
1 correct answer for the year.  

The 2012 WWW.? Mystery Photo contest co-champions, Pat Scully (l) and her husband Bill (r) 
proudly hold up their favorite newspaper, The SA Times.  (Photo/story by Tom Burkard)

Dear SA Times,
My name is 

R o b e r t  L o -
niewski, and 
a l though  I 
grew up in 
S a y r e v i l l e , 
much of my teen 
years were spent in 
South Amboy.  I grad- uated in 1969, 
and remained in Sayreville until my return 
from the Navy in 1972.  I had many friends 
in South Amboy, mostly from St. Mary’s HS.  
We used to hang out on the corner and just 
pass the time.  Once in awhile in the sum-
mer months, a keg party would materialize 
at the “Extraback” beach where everyone 
would gather.  Those were good times when 
everyone got along.  St. Mary’s, Hoffman, 
and Sayreville HS kids.  It was indeed a rarity 
that there would be any trouble!

Lagoda’s, the Lions Den, White House 
and the Gay 90’s…All gone, but never forgot-
ten!  Many a good time!  Anyway, the reason 
I’m writing is because my friend, Lorraine 
Kost a local resident sends me the The SA 
Times after she’s done reading it, and I in 
turn send it to a friend in Oregon when I’m 
finished.  So, you see, your newspaper is 
indeed a well-traveled publication!  I enjoy 
many of the articles and recognize many of 
the “natives” and now who are probably their 
children and grandchildren by name.

Some of my relatives still live in South 
Amboy, notably Jack and Ann Mulvey.  Most 
recently, your articles on Briggs Chevrolet, 
where my grandmother and myself bought 
cars was most enjoyable.  The in-depth 
interview with Ed Paczkowski, and the clos-
ing/history of Foodtown was top shelf!  Talk 
of the Towns, Obituaries, Fishing Flashes, 
Local Sports Memory Machine and Do You 
Remember are all read with great fondness.  
But, the one I like the most, if I had to pick 
one is WWW.?  “Mystery Photos.”  Although 
I recall many, none peaked my interest more 
than your final photo for 2012.  I know there 
were several junkyards, where myself and 
many of my friends would get parts to keep 
our cars running.  I am 99% sure this was 
one I frequented in the 60’s…Abe Korb or 
“Abey Korbs” as it was called.  Well, that’s 
my guess, hope I’m right, and I’ll find out 

when Lorraine sends me January’s issue.  
Thanks for the memories, and keep up 

the great work!
Bobby Loniewski
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Lakeland, FL
PS: Well-done on a heartfelt coverage on 

Hurricane Sandy.  From all past and present 
“snowbird” residents of N.J. that reside in 
Florida, our prayers and thoughts are with 
you all!  God Bless, and Happy New Year!

Dear Editor,
The Friends of South Amboy would like 

to extend their thank you to everyone who 
made the Hurricane Relief Benefit that was 
held at South Amboy Middle/High School 
a huge success.  The dinner and basketball 
game generated close to $30,000 that will 
directly benefit those families affected.  It 
was nice to see a small town come together 
in a time of need and show their real compas-
sion and generosity when the town needed 
it most.  Also a special thank you goes out 
to the businesses that purchased an ad for 
our program.

Thank You,
Thomas B. Reilly
Friends of South Amboy

Dear Editor,
Trains ran from Bergen Hill Station at 

the base of Elm St. in South Amboy to New 
Brunswick unto Camden, NJ.  As kids, we 
were always walking down the tracks from 
Bergen Hill use to nosey around the Raritan 
River Railroad Round House, which was 
pictured in November’s WWW.? mystery 
photo contest.

Charles Knast
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Tampa, FL

Tom, 
I want to wish you, your family and staff 

a very Happy New Year.  I wish you great 
success in 2013, and keeping The SA Times 
the BEST newspaper in New Jersey!  If not 
for The SA Times, a lot of people would not 
know about our wonderful town.

Thanks Again,
W. Tom Kross
South Amboy

Cheerleaders Photo
Still more memories of the Hoffman 

High cheerleaders photo we ran a couple 
of months ago! 

Kurt Kvist sent us the following e-mail:  
“According to my father Tom Kvist, the cor-
rect year of the photo, was 1947, not 1948.”  
He also said that the first girl on the left is 

Hope Hoffman.  Her father was Governor 
Harold G. Hoffman and namesake of the 
high school.  Kurt said that “The second girl 
from the right is my mom Ruth (Kurowsky) 
Kvist.  Hope and my mom were best friends.  
Thanks for the picture.  We never saw that 
one before. “  

2012-Looking back to last summer on a trip home from the Jersey Shore on Rt. 36 North, 
I spotted this vehicle fire on Rt. 36 South in Hazlet. 

Summer Inferno On Rt. #36
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Fortunately, firefighters and EMT’s quickly arrived at the scene, and no one was injured.
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Greater Middlesex County Fall Champs

The Sayreville Fall Softball League ended its season right before Christmas.  Pictured is 
Rapp’s Team who captured the championship and finished with a fine 20-7 record.  The 
players are back row (l-r) Mike Pinto, Steve Samra, Bob Fioretti, Drew Harris, Chris Crowley, 
Dan Raghetti, Chuck Prusakowski, Frank Grecco.  Front row (l-r) Brian Grossman, Ed Rapp, 
Jim Kelly, Jesse, Steve Wilson, Jay Roberts, Bob Holthausen.  (Photo by Carrie Roberts)

Congratulations to the Sure-Hit Home Improvements men’s softball team from South Amboy 
for winning the Greater Middlesex County Fall Weeknight Softball championship.  This is 
the second straight year this team has captured the crown by winning in a best of 3 series, 
which was played at Warren Park in Woodbridge on Dec. 12th.
The champs are pictured as follows: Top row (l-r) Jesse Campanelli, Joe Cesaro, Gerald 
Small, Matt Ryan, Greg Slavicek, Travis McCray, Steve Lopez, Eddie Fulham, Ryan Gergich, 
Greg Sekac.  Bottom row (l-r) Daniel Nigro, Team Sponsor-Thomas Ryan, Russ Banasiak, 
Jason Hoynowski, Randy Grider.  (Photo courtesy of Kathy Lopez)

Sayreville Fall League Champs

Many Thanked For Their Help During 
Sandy

At the Borough of Sayreville’s reor-
ganization meeting on New Year’s Day, 
countless volunteers and first responders 
were thanked for their help and dedication 
to those affected during the Hurricane Sandy 
crisis on Oct. 29.  Mayor Kennedy O’Brien 
and the Council also presented certificates of 
appreciation and  praised business owners, 
the state-championship Sayreville Bombers 
team, Sayreville Leprechauns cheerleaders, 
who finished 5th in the entire nation right 
after Sandy hit.

Councilwoman Lisa Eicher, who was 
instrumental in organizing the Sayreville 
Storm Relief Center, praised and thanked 
everyone for their efforts, and mentioned 
that there were over 1,000 volunteers (non-
repeat), who helped sort the items that were 
donated for the victims of Sandy.

St. Stanislaus Kostka Pastor Father Ken-

neth Murphy, and his parishioners organized 
one of the first fundraiser dinners.  The food 
was donated by the Spezzi family, and the 
event raised over $18,000.  Father Murphy 
presented Mayor O’Brien with a check 
from the proceeds that went to Sayreville 
Storm Relief.  

Comic Relief 
Fundraiser

The Sayreville Police Department’s 
Domestic Violence Response Team will be 
hosting its 11th Annual Comic Relief Night 
fundraiser on Jan. 31, at the Sayreville VFW.  
Funds raised will be for activities designed 
to assist victims of domestic violence and 
their families.  For info and tickets, contact 
Det. Sgt. Sean O’Donnell at the Sayreville 
Police station.

Rev. Dennis Weezorak (r) and Michael Poll (l)  present Sr. Marie (c) of Sacred Heart School 
with a check from the South Amboy Sayreville Rotary Club to purchase an FM audio system 
for a classroom. (Photo Submitted)
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South Amboy 
Students Get 2 New 

Buses
South Amboy students with special 

needs now have two new buses for trans-
portation.  The buses, currently in use, were 
purchased by the district in early December, 
and replaced two vehicles that were over 
12 years old.   

In addition to transporting the special 
needs students to South Amboy’s schools, 
the buses will take the students to other 
facilities away from South Amboy, such as 
the New Road School, and The Center For 
Lifelong Learning, both located in Parlin, the 
Sayreville Middle School, and Piscataway 
and East Brunswick Vo-Tech schools.  

The new buses are state-of-the-art, and 
have more seating, as well as video cameras, 
air conditioning, built-in child restraints, and 
one of the buses has a wheelchair lift.

The buses will not be used exclusively 
for the special needs students, and will also 
be of service to taking elementary school 
students to the YMCA, the library, as well 
as transporting the sports teams to their 
athletic events.

 The cost of the vehicles was $103,150, 
and saves the taxpayers money that would 
be spent to contract private bus services for 
the students.

Main Street To 
Present “Company”

Main Street Theatre Company in Parlin, 
New Jersey is pleased to present “Company”, 
the award-winning musical by Stephen Sond-
heim and George Furth. Come meet Bobby 
on his 35th birthday as he reflects on love, 
life and marriage.  Pressured by his friends 
to settle down, Bobby (played by Matthew 
Rae of Totowa) is both envious and doubtful 
of the joys of marriage.  Follow Bobby on his 
search for happiness, as he leaves a string of 
girlfriends confounded and confused.  

 Bobby’s girlfriends, April, Kathy and 
Marta, are played by Shona Roebuck of 
Maplewood, Dawn Gaylardo of Atlantic 
Highlands, and Jessica Alcid of Colonia. 
The five married couples are played by: 
Patsy Palma of Parlin and Laura Herr of Fair 
Haven (Harry and Sarah); Mark Schumacher 
of Middletown and Susan Zuckerman of 
Monroe (Peter and Susan); Mark Bracken 
of Keyport and Jessica Mennella of Monroe 
(David and Jenny); A.J. Meeker of Wood-
bridge and Ami Martino of Cranford (Paul 
and Amy); and Joe Sherbin of West Windsor 
and Linda Correll of Winfield (Larry and 
Joanne).  The show is directed by Brian Remo 
of North Plainfield and produced by Vince 
Tinebra of Holmdel, with musical direction 
by Bruce de la Cruz of North Brunswick.

 “Company” opens on Friday, February 
1, at 8 pm, with performances on February 
1, 2, 8, 9 15 and 16 at 8 pm. There will also 
be two Sunday matinees at 2 pm on Febru-
ary 3 and 10.  The theatre is located at 3018 
Bordentown Avenue in Parlin.  For more de-
tails, please visit the website for Main Street 
Theatre Company at www.smstc.org.
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First Ward Councilman Donald Applegate (c) is sworn in by Mayor Fred Henry (l), as his 
daughter Colleen Applegate holds the Bible.

Third Ward Councilwoman Zusette Dato poses with her proud family after being sworn in 
for the City Council.

Second Ward Councilwoman Christine Noble (c) is pictured with her supportive family 
following the swearing in ceremony.

South Amboy Council  Swearing In 
Ceremony

(Photos/info by Allyson Keegan)
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
It’s the Weeblemeister once again wish-

ing all a great fishing year for 2013.  A few 
more checks of our local beaches reveals, 
almost nonexistent fishing for Striped Bass.  
In the Bay it’s closed until March 1st. You can 
fish in the ocean surf year round, but from 
what I hear it’s not encouraging.  The best 
fishing is in the LBI surf, where a few keeper 
Bass and shorts are being caught.  Even the 
Party Boats that were jigging for Bass saw 
that it was getting slower and slower each 
day.  Bluefish are gone.  For the Party Boats, 
the Mud Hole Wrecks are yielding Ling, a 
few Cod and Blackfish.  Inshore Blackfishing 
from the boats is spotty.  Some are decent 
days and some not so good.  Some of the 
Blackfish are weighing in over 13 pounds.  
Offshore Sea Bass season has been reopened 
for two months.  The bag limit has been  cut 
from 25 to 15 fish at 12 ½ inches. Cod, big 
Pollack and Hake have been caught on these 
far offshore trips too.  Some Mackerel have 
been reported by offshore gill meters. Party 
Boats went out to look for them, but found 
none. I do not expect Mackerel to arrive in 
force until the end of the month.

Fresh Water
Some trout are being taken near the boat 

ramp at Round Valley Reservoir.  There are a 
few hold over trout left in all upstate streams, 
stocked during the Fall. If the weather gets 
cold enough, ice fishing may start upstate 
in all the lakes.   Further south, Pickerel are 
being caught on live bait in Toms River near 
the Parkway bridge.  That section is known 
as Trilco, a lumber supply place that went 
out of business, was there, but there are no 
more markings to designate this spot.

Good Health:  Your Choice
Dolands Medical Dictionary defines 

health as “a state of optimal physical mental 
and social well being, not merely an absence 
of disease and infirmity.”  Does your belief 
system coincide with this?  Our experience 
has shown that the majority of people do 
not know what good health really is.  Most 
people link up symptoms to health in that if 
they feel well, they are healthy and if they 
are in pain or have some kind of physical 
symptom, they’re sick.

As with tooth decay, you do not feel the 
pain until it hits the nerves.  As with spinal 
decay, you do not experience pain until the 
problem has been present for quite some time.  
These misalignments are caused by physical 
stress to the body, as well as environmental 
conditions.  They can cause excruciating 
pain that can suddenly change your plans 
and make activities of daily living miserable.  
These misalignments can cause migraines, 
headache, tingling in the fingers, and pain 
in the lower back, down the legs, and yes, 
even some internal conditions.

In today’s environment we hear about 
wellness.  It’s one’s potential for whole-
ness and wellbeing.  It is a variable state 
that is influenced by personal choices and 
environmental factors.  A wellness lifestyle 
is a process of working toward that state of 
wellbeing.  This process requires a strategic 
plan in self responsibility, nutritional physi-
cal fitness, environmental and psychological 
dimensions of one’s life.  We understand 
that there are many life events over which 
we have no control.  However, we do have 
control over our response to these events and 
self responsibility is the difference!  Good 
health is your choice.  As always, an ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure!

Happy New Year!!!
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Mrs. DeLongis and the Junior and Senior Honor Society of the South Amboy HS entertained 
the South Amboy Seniors at their annual Christmas Party given by Mayor Fred Henry.  
(Photo/info courtesy Mary Ann Matarangolo)

Christmas Visit-Old St. Nick and his elves made a special visit to Michael Coman (l) and 
his brother Tommy Coman (r) prior to Christmas Mass at St. Mary’s Church, to congratulate 
the boys for doing a fine job helping the ushers at all the 4 p.m. masses during 2012.  The 
boys do a great job and really enjoy helping.  (Photo/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

This vintage 1906 postcard pictures the Long Branch Railroad Bridge that connects South 
Amboy to Perth Amboy.  (Courtesy of Anna Harris-Friberg)

YMCA Offers 
Crocheting Class

The South Amboy Branch YMCA is 
offering an adult artisan class for anyone 
interested in learning the basics of this age 
old craft.  Crocheting Class will meet on 
Tuesdays from 10:30am-12pm and Wednes-
days from 7:30-9pm at the South Amboy 
Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in 
South Amboy. This session will run through 
February 20, with our next session beginning 
February 26.

Class participants will learn the basics 
of crochet during the first four weeks of 
class, and make a pretty scarf in the process. 
Skills to be covered include chain stitch, 
single crochet and fringe. The second four 
weeks will build on basic skills and you’ll 
learn to read a pattern, all while making a 
fun and funky beanie hat! Supply list will 
be provided.

Crocheting class is $60 per session, 
a $45 annual program membership is re-
quired if currently a non-member. Please 
call our Welcome Desk at 732-553-9622 or 
visit our website to register online: www.
ymcaofmewsa.org.

Briggs Photo 
Identities

Last month we ran a photo from 1969 
with the article “Remembering Briggs Chev-
rolet” by Fran Fitzmorris.  Two men in the 
picture were identified, Woodrow “Woody” 
McCarthy, and Tom Otto, Driver Education 
teachers from Hoffman and St. Mary’s HS 
respectively.  Two other gentlemen were not 
identified in the caption, and thanks to an 
anonymous, dedicated SA Times reader, they 
were Dan Zack (far left), owner of the busi-
ness, and son-in-law of Mr. Briggs, and next 
to him was John Wortley, who supervised 
the Drivers Education program at Sayreville 
War Memorial HS.

Bridges Of The Raritan River
Part 1

By Fran Fitzmorris
As a waterway, the Raritan River is 

arguably the dominant physical feature of 
Middlesex County.  Part 1 will take us from 
the late 17th century until the early 20th cen-
tury.  It was important for me to understand 
the economic importance of the river, and 
therefore the need for these bridges in order 
to write this story.

First about the river, history says that 
the Raritan formed just west of what today 
is Somerville, also along the border of 
Branchburg and Hillsborough.  The river 
flows freely for about 15 miles before it 
starts to slow down near New Brunswick.  
It extends another 14 or so miles passing 
through Roundabout in Sayreville before 
entering Raritan Bay near South Amboy.

During the late 1600’s, New Brunswick 
soon became an important trading center 
which focused on the selling of agricul-
tural products.  Flooding was, and still is, a 
concern, and therefore the need for bridges.  
The very first bridge along the river was near 
Bound Brook in 1762, but it was destroyed 
by ice a few years later.  The first successful 
bridges were connected with New Brunswick 
growth.  The Landing Lane Bridge was built 
in 1793 and the Albany St. Bridge in 1795.  
Obviously both bridges have been rebuilt 
many times over the years, basically in the 
same general area.

It would be a very long time before 
someone saw the need to build a “span” 
between Perth Amboy and South Amboy.  
That took place in 1875 with the building 
of the New York-Long Branch Railroad 

Bridge.  The original drawbridge had one 
track.  As the importance of the railroad 
industry increased, this span soon became 
antiquated and in 1908, was replaced with 
a 2-track bridge with the open span that is 
still  in use today.

In the early 1900’s, it was decided that 
a vehicular type of bridge should be con-
structed between the two towns.  This bridge 
would be a wooden bridge with 2 lanes, one 
for wagons and one for trolley cars.  This 
bridge became known as the County Bridge.  
It opened in 1906.  The bridge was consid-
ered a “White Elephant” doomed to fail.  
The bridge was flawed.  The wood/timber 
pilings were often damaged by boats that 
shut the bridge down.  Another problem 
that wouldn’t be solved until the Driscoll 
Bridge was built in 1940, was it failed to 
alleviate the traffic problem to the shore in 
the summertime.  By the early 1920’s, the 
state, along with local freeholders decided 
that the County Bridge would be replaced 
with a steel bridge.

Next issue: Part 2—The Victory 
Bridge

Also, Congrats are in store for Madura 
Pharmacy which just concluded its 60th year 
in early January 2013, and hopefully many 
more.  I would also like to thank Eleanor 
Szaro who knew the answer to a question 
I posed in the October issue about the first 
hospital in South Amboy in 1918, and  where 
Olive Burke, the founder  lived.  Eleanor’s 
correct answer was where Kurzawa Funeral 
Home is today.  I didn’t know.

View heading toward Perth Amboy on the Long Branch Bridge.

LIVESTRONG at 
the YMCA Kicks 

Off New Session in 
January

Cancer is a life-changing disease that 
takes a tremendous toll on a person, both 
physically and emotionally.  The Y and 
LIVESTRONG have joined forces to create 
LIVESTRONG at the YMCA, a research-
based physical activity and well-being initia-
tive designed to help adult cancer survivors 
achieve their holistic health goals.

The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 
be kicking off its next session on January 
16, 2013 at 6pm.  Throughout the free 12-
week session, LIVESTRONG at the YMCA 
participants work with Y staff trained in 
supportive cancer care to safely achieve 
their goals.  These include building muscle 
mass and strength; increasing flexibility 
and endurance; and improving confidence 
and self-esteem.  By focusing on the whole 
person and not the disease, LIVESTRONG 
at the YMCA is helping people move beyond 
cancer in spirit, mind and body.

For  more  in format ion  about 
LIVESTRONG, please contact Debbie 
Martinez at 732-316-8223 or livestrong.-
southamboy@ymcaofmewsa.org.

The Business Plan 
A Tool for Funding

A solid business plan is your road map 
to success and a critical tool for funding. 
It will help you get everything that’s in 
your head onto paper, forcing you to face 
the harsh realities of starting or growing a 
business in today’s tough climate. Let us 
walk you through the steps, from vision to 
financials, including a schedule, examples 
and potential sources of funding.  The most 
common mistake a new business makes is 
failure to do a business plan. This program 
will be presented by Bill Litchman, an ex-
perienced SCORE counselor, at Sayreville 
Public Library on Tuesday, February 12 from 
6:30 to 8:30PM. Bill has been preparing busi-
ness plans for decades for small, medium, 
large and start-up companies. If you would 
like more information or wish to register, 
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or 
call 732-727-0212 ex. 25.
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Obituaries
Bogush, Florence O., 91, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 10.
Buchanan, Gerald J., 96, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 30.
Budney, Jean, 98, formerly of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 3.
Coan, James F. “Jim” Jr., 62, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Jan. 10.
Damico, Charles F., 82, of Morgan died 

on Jan. 2.
DeStefano, Catherine Marcinczyk, 90, 

formerly of Sayreville died on Jan. 1.
Doni, Ruth L., 87, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 18.
Faistl, Gemma, 74, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 17.
Farley, John J. Jr., of Parlin died on 

Dec. 30.
Feller, Rolaine, 55, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 28.
Garnett, Raymond “Mr. Ray,” 84, of 

Parlin died on Dec. 21.
Gorman, Florence, 98, of Morgan died 

on Dec. 25.
Hoagland, Marian E., 74, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 7.
Karol, Theodore, 75, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 25.
Komosinski, George “Big George” 66, 

of Parlin died on Jan. 8.
Magee, Gerald V., 79, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 6.
Malley, Telle “Lee,” 86, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 17. 
Medeiros, Joseph, 78, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 29.
Melnick, Ronald, 71, of Sayreville died 

on Jan. 4.
Miyasato, Sayuri, 44, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 28.
Pallikondai, Srini N., 43, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 13.
Parkstrom, Anna, 81, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 18.
Pasquale, Catherine, 88, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 24.
Pijanowski, Agatha Nieratko, 84, of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 28.
Prusik, Matthew J. Jr., 52, of Morgan 

died on Dec. 26.
Ryan, Ann, 95, of Morgan died on 

Jan. 2.
Schiavino, Anthony J., 72, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 20.
Talbot, Harriet, 85, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Dec. 18.

Ladies Auxiliary 
Meeting

The Ladies Auxiliary #4699 of Sayre-
ville will hold its monthly meeting on Jan. 
22 at 7 p.m.   All are invited to attend.  It 
is the first meeting of the year, and a light 
refreshment will be served.  For more info 
call 732-264-3041.

OLV Senior Trip  
Annual Retreat

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
their annual retreat at St. Alfonso’s Retreat 
House in Long Branch on Wednesday, March 
20, 2013. The cost of the retreat is $45.00 
which includes a continental breakfast and 
lunch at the Retreat House, bus transporta-
tion, and the bus driver’s gratuity. The bus 
will leave OLV lower parking lot at 8:30AM 
and return approximately 4PM. For infor-
mation or reservations contact Millie at 
732-254-1602.
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sure hit

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -E.P.
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June 2011-The Profit$ original band reunited at St. Mary’s HS 
Class of ’68 Reunion, marking the first time they performed live 
as a group in 43 years.   This was truly a memorable show!  
Pictured (l-r) Mike Henry, Bob Toye, Tim Tice, Jim Coan, Joe 
DeLucia.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

James F. (Jim) Coan, Jr.
1950 - 2013

By Bob Toye
“Ladies and gentlemen, Jim Coan on 

lead guitar . . . “ 
May he rest in peace.
Jim Coan, 62, born and raised in South 

Amboy, passed away peacefully at his home 
outside Baltimore on January 10 after a long 
battle with cancer.  At his side was a flow 
of letters, cards, books, and memories, an 
overwhelming expression of love and sup-
port from his many friends that touched his 
wife, Irene, his sisters, Nancy and Lucille, 
and their families quite deeply.

When I got word that Jim had at last 
succumbed to the cancer that was first 
diagnosed in 2011, I remember thinking 
that we’ve lost one of our own.  Much as 
we knew it was coming, the death of such 
a close friend, a contemporary, someone 
you’ve known since grammar school, still 
hit like a punch in the gut.

I’ll always remember Jim for his love 
of music and baseball, his penchant for silly 
jokes and bad imitations, and for the ease with 
which you could make him smile.  I don’t 
know that Jim ever met a man he couldn’t 
like.  And I’ve never heard one say a cross 
word about him.   

Jim Coan

The Profit$ 2011 (l) and 1968 (r),  pictured (l-r same order both photos) Bob Toye, Tim Tice, 
Jim Coan, Mike Henry and Joe DeLucia.

In recent years I only half jokingly 
referred to Jim as the hardest working man 
in show business.  For music was his indeed 
his joy, the guitar his passion, and perform-
ing live a seed that first took root with the 
Profit$, a band he helped to form back in 
high school in the mid-’60s.   It was Jim on 
lead and Mike Henry on rhythm guitar, Tim 
Tice on drums, Joe DeLucia on bass and me 
behind the mic.  We were St. Mary’s kids, 
sophomores without a clue when we first 
gathered, like as not in a garage on Stevens 
Avenue, for a bring-what-equipment-you-
got jam.  It grew steadily from there, and 
largely due to Jim’s leadership, we eventu-
ally enjoyed three pretty successful years 
playing at area high schools, frat parties 
and Frog Hollow Swim Club. Those were 
magical times.

The band split up after the summer of 
’68, when we headed off in different direc-
tions for college.  Much later, Jim would call 
it one of his few regrets in life.  “I would not 
have let it end as easily as it did,” he told us. 
“We had something, and it might well have 
taken us further.”

Jim never really stopped playing.  He 
continued to feed the fire through his col-
lege days at St. Francis in Pennsylvania 
and after, when he took up his regular job 
with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services.  Honing his craft as a solo per-
former, he expanded his guitar skills, added 
keyboards and the harmonica, and mastered 
a basement full of equipment.  For more than 
15 years, he played literally every week at 
one pub, restaurant or another, and often for 
three hours straight.  No breaks.  When he 
called it quits in 2012, his part-time job had 
stretched to over 40 years 
in total.   

In 2010, to Tom Bur-
kard’s delight, we brought 
the Profit$ back together.  
When we gathered for 
beers at the Blue Moon one 
fall Friday, talking about 
possibly playing at our 
class reunion the follow-
ing spring, it was the first 
time all of us were together 
under the same roof since 
1968 .  There was no doubt 
in Jim’s mind about giving 
the reunion a go, and it was 
a remarkable experience, a 
twice in a lifetime dream 
come true.  With just four 
practices over a period of 
eight months, and the help 
of my brother Dan and our 
longtime friend Franny 

Fee, the Profit$ put on a two-hour show 
for a partying crowd of some 140 former 
classmates, their spouses and guests. And 
again, no breaks.

“That time I spent with Jim as a band of 
brothers was one of the best in my memory,” 
Dan told me. It was a treasure none of us 
will ever forget.

Not that long after the reunion weekend, 
however, Jim learned that he had a brain 
tumor.  

Suddenly, everything felt different, 
strange, fearful.  This was a guy I served 
mass with all those years ago.  Together, 
we played Babe Ruth League baseball (on a 
decidedly miserable Komars team); appeared 
in the SMHS production of Brigadoon (Jim 
got a lead role, natch, and I ended up in the 
chorus); and became co-sports editors (with 
Joe D.) of the school newspaper.  When I 
visited him in New Orleans years later, it 
was like we had never been apart.  When 
he took up fantasy league baseball camps 
with the Orioles, he invited me to Baltimore, 
where I watched him put a shot up the alley 
at Camden Yards.  So many memories

It was a sad day indeed when we lost Jim.  
The band miss his hard work, his harmonies, 
and his heart.  And we will miss our good 
and faithful friend.

But think of it this way:  Our loss is the 
Angel Band’s gain.  They just picked up one 
heckuva player.



       January 19, 2013   South Amboy-Sayreville Times28


