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Pictured is the intersection at Ernston Road and Bordentown after reopening on March 
1st for the first time since April 2012.  The area, which is known by many as “The Hole-In-
The-Wall,” was closed to make major improvements, that included making the road wider 
and lower, in addition to placing a new railroad track over the intersection.  Even though 
the road is open, Borough Engineer Jay Cornell said, “The project is far from complete.”  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)      

St. Pat’s Parade—Better Than Ever
By Tom Burkard

The sun came out, and the temperature 
soared into the 50’s, melting the snow from 
the previous two days, just in time for the 
South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade on 
Saturday, March 9th.

The big day started off with a 9 a.m. 
Mass at St. Mary’s Church, then a 10 a.m. 
flag-raising ceremony at City Hall, which 
was followed by a line up at 12:30 p.m.

Every year, the South Amboy St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade keeps getting better 
and better.  Huge crowds of people decked 
out in green, came from all over to celebrate 
this great, annual South Amboy event, which 

happens to be the city’s busiest day of the 
year.  Parade-goers lined the streets, and saw 
Grand Marshal James “Jamie” Downey kick 
off the event on South Pine and Bordentown 
Avenues at 2 p.m.   The Honorary Grand 
Marshal was Middlesex County Freeholder 
Ronald Rios, and Special Honored Guest 
was Bert Baron of WCTC radio.  

There were countless participants and 
marchers from local and far away areas that 
included fire companies, emergency rescue 
squads, schools, social organizations, busi-
nesses and much more.  In addition there 
were more than 20 marching bands, marching 

Local residents in South Amboy and Sayreville are anxiously awaiting the grand opening 
of Key Food Supermarket on Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy.  Officials hope to have the 
business open by early April.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Golf Outing-April 29
The South Amboy Fire Department’s 

125th Anniversary Committee will sponsor a 
Golf Outing on Monday, April 29th at Glen-
wood Country Club—Old Bridge.  Cost is 
$125 per golfer, $30 for non-golfers at the 
19th hole.  Registration is at 11 a.m.—12 noon 
shotgun start.  Register  by April 22nd.  Visit 
Facebook for ongoing info, and for more info, 
please contact Mike Toth at 908-930-3497 
or mtoth1@optonline.net.

Historical Society 
Open House

The Historical Society of South Amboy 
will hold its 1st Annual Open House on Sat., 
April 6th from 1-3 p.m. at the South Amboy 
Senior Center, 108 South Stevens Ave.   
Come meet with neighbors and friends and 
learn more about our town--local history, old 
photographs, Genealogy requests, historic 
landmarks, artifacts, raffle, and more.  The 
guest speaker will be author Randal Gabri-
elan, who wrote “Explosion At Morgan.”  
His presentation will be at 2 p.m., and he 
will have a booth and book sales.  

Bring your old photos and scan them 
onsite to get them featured on our website and  
Facebook page as well as for others to enjoy!  
There will also be FREE refreshments.

units, and many beautifully decorated floats 
and vehicles, including vintage antique cars.  
The always-popular Colonel D.B. Kelly 
Pipe & Drums was excellent, and received 
applause all along the parade route, and 
other local favorite, the Melrose Blackhawks 
brought many happy smiles with their ter-
rific repertoire of songs.  The award-winning 
Rampant Lion Pipe Band from the Basking 
Ridge section of Bernards also thrilled the 
crowd.  The Princeton University Marching 
Band dressed in their orange and black Tiger 
colors put on quite a show with a high-energy 
dance routine while marching.

Local, county, state politicians and 
dignitaries also took part in South Amboy’s 
event of the year.  South Amboy Mayor Fred 
Henry, City Council members, Middlesex 
County Sheriff Mildred Scott, and Free-
holders, along with Congressman Pallone 
all  participated.

The parade, which is one of the largest 
in New Jersey, cost approximately $18,000 to 
run, but according to South Amboy Council-
man Mickey Gross, no money comes from 
the city, only from corporate sponsors and 
fundraisers held throughout the year. Gross 
also said that, “I’m very proud of the parade 
committee for all the work and effort they 
put in.  It would not have been a success 
without everyone being involved.  I’d like 
to give a special thanks to Ron and Betty 
Sturgis, and also Chief LaVigne for  his 
efforts.  Next year’s parade will be March 
8th, and I hope it will be bigger and better 
than this year’s.”  This year’s event lasted 
95 minutes, finishing up at the reviewing 
stand on Broadway.   Parade Committee 
Chairwoman Betty Sturgis did a superb job 
as always in helping to make the event a 
huge success.  Judy McCrone was great at 
handling the publicity for the parade, and 
hats also go off to Councilman Gross, whose 
continuous hard work and energy through 
the years have helped build the South Am-
boy St. Patrick’s Day Parade into a day that 
people will remember for the rest of their 
lives.  Gross said, “I hope we made South 
Amboy proud.”

March 9th was a perfect day for the 
parade which brought happiness to so many 
people, young and old alike, and most can’t 
wait until March 8, 2014 for the next one.  

*Congratulations to everyone who was 
involved in any way, and helped to make the 
parade an overwhelming success!

SWMHS Hall Of 
Fame

The Sayreville War Memorial High 
School 2013 Hall of Fame Annual Awards 
Banquet is scheduled for 6:00 PM Saturday, 
April 27th, at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill 
Road.  Join us as we honor these outstanding 
alumni of SWMHS.  The honorees are:

Robert J. Bruce, Class of 1986:   U.S. 
Army veteran, Bronze Star recipient; Numer-
ous military awards; Detective, Sayreville 
Police Department,

Danielle Cutrona, Class of 1993:  
Graduate, Seton Hall Law School; Legisla-
tive assistant to Senator Jeff Sessions of 
Alabama.

Christen Marie Fornadel, Class of 2000:  
Fulbright Scholar; PhD  Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health; Im-
munology researcher.

Courtney Erin Lynch, Class of 2005:  
B.A., Montclair University; Dance instructor 
& owner of ViiBE Dance Center, Cliffside 
Park, NJ; empowers young people to reach 
their full potential.

Additionally this year, a Special Award 
will be presented to Edward Boyler, retired 
Sayreville Police officer for his many years 
of dedication to students in the DARE and 
Driver Education programs.

Tickets are $50.00 each, with a choice of 
meals.  For further information, call Elaine 
Kubacz at 732-727-0192.  

Key Food 
Supermarket

Coming To South 
Amboy

It won’t be long now until local residents 
will once again be able to shop in a hometown 
supermarket.  Key Food Supermarket should 
be opening its doors in early April according 
to inside sources. The store will be replacing 
longtime favorite Foodtown, which closed 
for the final time late last year after 84 years 
of proudly serving South Amboy, Sayreville 
and other area residents.  Foodtown, which 
was always a family business, was originally 
started in 1928 by Frank Paczkowski , and 
called Frank’s Meat Market.  In 1966, the 
name was changed to Foodtown.  Following 
the wrath of Hurricane Sandy,  Foodtown, 
along with so many other homes and busi-
nesses was devastated.  In an SA Times in-
terview in December, owner Ed Paczkowski 
said that, “It’s unfortunate that the hurricane 
put the final nail in the coffin.”

Key Food is a co-op of store owners 
with a home base in Staten Island, and the 
Bordentown Avenue, South Amboy location 
will be its first store in Middlesex County.  
Area residents are anxiously awaiting the 
opening of Key Food Supermarket, and 
happy that they will once again have a con-
venient and local store, rather than going 
to grocery stores in Sayreville, Old Bridge, 
and Perth Amboy.   

South Amboy St. Patrick’s Parade Grand Marshal James “Jamie” Downey and his son 
Andrew proudly marched through the city on March 9th.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Happy Easter & Happy Passover
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Students at Our Lady of Victories School in Sayreville anxiously awaited the selection 
of the new pope, and were led in prayer by Rev. Thomas Ryan, Pastor.  The youngsters 
are shown waving papal flags before Pope Francis was elected.  (Photo courtesy of Mary 
Majkowski)  

Talk Of The Towns 
By Tom Burkard

O’Connor Celebrates 25th Anniversary
 Brian O’Connor celebrated his 25th 

Anniversary as South Amboy Youth Group 
Director.  He has done an outstanding job 
of teaching the youth of South Amboy 
self-defense in his Karate classes, and so 
much more.  Brian said that, “There is no 
better way of learning self-discipline and 
self-confidence.”  Congratulations Brian, on 
touching the lives of so many youngsters in 
such a positive way!  

Dragotta Chosen Fire Chief
South Amboy Board of Education mem-

ber John Dragotta was sworn in as Fire Chief 
of Madison Park Volunteer Fire Company 
on New Year’s Day.  Congratulations, John 
and best of luck!

Weisman Writes Short Film
Warren Weisman recently wrote and 

directed “Gabriella’s American,” a (Short) 
Trailer which can be seen on youtube.com.  
He is the son of former South Amboy resident 
Ginny Weisman, who graduated from Hoff-
man HS in 1962, and is a cousin of South 
Amboy singer/author/professor Jerry Smith.  
Warren’s film will be completed for the To-
ronto Film Festival in July.  Congratulations 
and best of luck!

40th Wedding  Anniversary Celebrated
Congratulations to Steve and Nancy 

Pavich, who recently celebrated their 40th 
Wedding Anniversary!

In Memoriam
Mary Vail St. Georges Chapman, 79, 

formerly of South Amboy died on Feb. 14.  
She was a 1950 St. Mary’s HS grad, and 
went on to work for the U.S. Dept. of State 
in Washington, DC.  Betty Jane Morrison, 
81, formerly of South Amboy died on Feb. 
14.  She was a very popular teacher at St. 
Mary’s Grammar School many years ago, 
while teaching the 3rd, 4th, and 7th grades.  
Father Hilary Thomas, S.J. from England, 
died on Feb. 15.  He was a well-liked and 
respected visitor with parishioners at St. 
Mary’s Church for many years. God Bless 
him.  Patricia Gerity Beer, 69, formerly of 
South Amboy died on Feb. 20.  She was 
employed many years ago by Gerity’s Breeze 
Inn, Laurence Harbor.  Helen “Pat” Doyle, 
81, formerly of South Amboy died on March 
6.  She taught at South Amboy Elementary 
School until her retirement in 1994.

May they be remembered for their 
goodness on earth.

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

1. In 1980, where was Betty Brite Cleaners 
located in Sayreville?  a. Ernston Rd. b. 
Washington Rd. c. Main St.
2. In ’68 this pizza kitchen was located at 
110 South Broadway, South Amboy?  a. La 
Biga b. Abbatiello’s c. La Mont’s
3. In ’75, this clothing business was located 
at the corner of Main St. and Washington 
Rd. in Sayreville?  a. Miss to Mrs. Shop b. 
The Clothes Inn c. Greenfield’s 
4. In 1980, he raised the Polish flag at South 
Amboy City Hall?  a. Ed Paczkowski b. 
Adam Rzepka c. Joseph Cross
5.  Where is Sayreville Engine Company 
#1 located?  a. Olde Spye Rd.  b. Oak St. c. 
MacArthur Ave.
6. St. Mary’s HS musical in 1982?  a. An-
nie Get Your Gun b. Wild West c. Saturday 
Night Fever
7. Laundry/carpet cleaning service on Wash-
ington Rd., Parlin in 1973?  a. Washington’s 
b. Superb c. Blue Ribbon 
8. Independent candidate for South Amboy 
Council in 1994?  a. Vincent Mackiel b. 
William Beattie c. Edmund Kaboski
9. Superintendent of Sayreville schools in 
1982?  a. Dr. Marie Parnell b. Henry Coun-
sman c. John Bohan
10. In 1952, this funeral home was located 
on Augusta St. in South Amboy?  a. Noble 
b. Mason-Wilson c. Thompson.
11. In ’76 this person was President of the 
Sayreville Emergency Squad?  a. Walter 
Mikolai b. John Garbowski c. Edward 
Wisniewski
12. South Amboy City Council President 
in 1987?  a. Jake Defort b. Jack Hulsart c. 
Craig Coughlin

Answers
1a 2C 3b 4c  5c 6a 7c 8b 9b 10a 11a 12c.
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Business Of The Month
Madura’s Pharmacy

Pictured above is a photo taken on March 11, 2013 of Mayor Fred Henry (r) awarding 
Master Brian O’Connor (l) a Proclamation from the City of South Amboy for his 25 years 
of service. He has been instructing a weekly Karate and self- defense class to the children 
of South Amboy every Monday evening at the Charles Hoffman Senior center since 1988.  
Master O’Connor holds 3 Black Belts in Taekwondo,  Isshinryu  and a 9th degree in Tiger 
Commando Karate. He was inducted into the Garden State Games Karate Hall of Fame in 
1999 and he also runs the Brian O’Connor School of Music here in South Amboy.  (Photo 
/info Submitted)

Substitute Teacher Training Program 
A seminar to prepare K-12 substitute 

teachers is being held at Middlesex County 
College this spring. The four-evening pro-
gram is aimed at both prospective substitutes 
as well as those currently employed.

Classes are Thursday evenings, April 
11, 18, 25 and May 2 from 6-9 p.m.

“This class will give you constructive 
ideas on how to approach the classroom as a 
substitute,” said Kimberlee Hooper, director 
of school relations at the College. “It offers 
an overview of classroom management, how 

to make a positive first impression, effective 
lesson plans, and discipline. You will also 
review the required paperwork to apply.”

Qualifications to be a substitute include 
a minimum of 60 earned college credits, 
passing a criminal background check, and 
evidence of a negative Mantoux (TB) test.

The cost of the program is $200. For 
more information, contact the Office of 
School Relations at 732-548-6000, ext. 
3144.

The outstanding staff at Madura Pharmacy is pictured (l-r) JoAnn Wolfman, Pharmacy 
Technician, Mary Lou Harris Rph, Anne Marie Madura-Wolpin, Owner/Rph, Rose 
Marie Quackenbush, Pharmacy Technician, Linda Szatkowski, Pharmacy Technician.  
Not pictured Carol Tomarch, Pharmacy Technician, Susan Szatkowski, Pharmacy 
Technician.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Anne Marie Madura-Wolpin, the 
owner of Madura Pharmacy graduated 
from Rutgers University in 1980, as a 
Registered Pharmacist.  She and her fine 
staff have a rigorous schedule filling 
prescriptions, counseling patients, and 
providing comforting conversation when 
necessary.  The pharmacy is always filled 
with a wide-range of conversation with a 
host of patients and friends.  Talk focuses 
on their prescriptions, as well as the hap-
penings around town.

You can always come to the pharmacy 
and get a warm welcome and good con-
versation.  The educated staff is happy to 
help with all your medication needs, and 
much more.  Madura’s expanded services 
now include a children’s toy department, 
Carlton greeting cards, every day cards, 

as well as special occasion cards.  In ad-
dition, the pharmacy also offers Russell 
Stover, Whitman’s candy, a large assort-
ment of bag candy, sundry items, personal 
care items and a health care department.  
Madura’s now features a nice selection 
of jewelry, Time and Again candles, and 
also Donna Sharp handbags.

As always, your prescriptions will be 
filled by their outstanding and motivated 
staff.  Madura’s accepts Visa, Master 
Card, Discover, American Express and 
FSA cards.  

Madura Pharmacy is located at 115 
North Broadway, South Amboy, and is 
open Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  The telephone number is 
732-721-1732.
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Several South Amboy Y staff, volunteers, members and dogs participated in the South 
Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday, March 9. They had beautiful weather and 
rode the streets of South Amboy in style with their float and Y shamrocks. A special thanks 
to everyone who helped decorate the Y float and who joined them on the parade route!  
(Photo Submitted) 

Yearbook-Hoffman 1973
By Tom Burkard

As the Hoffman High School Class of 
1973 returned to school in September, 1972, 
they most likely turned up the radio dial 
in their cars and listened to top songs like 
“Brandy,” “Alone Again (Naturally), and 
“Black and White” by Three Dog Night…

John Olexa was the school principal, 
and popular teachers back in the day were 
Mary Ann Fortier, Robert Guido, Linda Mc-
Corkle, Nancy Smith, John Sullivan, Patricia 
Van Dyk…The yearbook was dedicated to 
Robert Bloodgood, and the Editor-In-Chief 
was Amy Vari.  Senior class officers were 
President-Pamela Purcell; Vice-President-
Karen Kulcsar; Secretary-Michelle Zulin; 
Treasurer-Amy Vari…

One of the most fun social activities 
was The Megaton concert on Dec. 12, 
1972.  Kathy Dooling was the Secretary 
of the Student Council, and recalled being 
hospitalized for surgery, and missed the con-
cert, but was thrilled when the band called 
her at the hospital from the concert.  The 
Student-Faculty games were also a huge hit 
with students, as was the Class Trip to Mt. 
Airy Lodge in the Poconos for 3 days and 2 
nights…How many remember the “Raised 
Voices” cookbook?

On the national scope in ’73, former 
President Lyndon B. Johnson died in Janu-
ary…The Energy Crisis hit, with dim outs 

of city lights, and lines for can you believe 
60-cent gas?  Vice-President Spiro T. Agnew 
resigned, and Congress was calling for the 
impeachment of President Richard M. Nixon, 
for the Watergate cover-up…

Some Class of ’73 members selected 
randomly include: Irene Ambroziak, Wayne 
Applegate, Roberta Ferencz, Glenn Hisey, 
Robert Kokowitz, Claudette Johnson, Kevin 
McCarthy, Richard Mann, Jane McCarthy, 
Phil Rainone, Peggy Ann Pappa, Margaret 
Prusakowski, Edward Szaro, Debbie Stolte, 
John Verchik, Colleen Tarallo, Sharon Wood, 
Mary Lou Ziobro…

Talented senior athletes included: 
Thomas Szatkowski, Pamela Purcell, Laura 
Mundy, Mary O’Leary, Dennis Poulson, 
Mario Navarette, Margaret Mason, Doris 
Kubinak, Kerry Kojzar, Laurie Johnson, 
Timothy Dill, Patricia Dubial, Wayne 
Applegate…

The prom was truly a night to remember, 
as Tom Szatkowski and Kathy Dooling were 
chosen King & Queen…

“My Love” by Paul McCartney & 
Wings was the #1 hit in the nation during 
cap ‘n’ gowns time, while Hoffman High’s 
very interesting and energetic Class of 1973 
was getting ready to make a positive impact 
in the world.   

Digital Preservation
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will sponsor a digital preservation 
workshop to help library patrons preserve 
personal collections of print, photographs, 
slides, and audio-visual material including 
VHS, 8mm and 16mm film. The Friends of 
the Sayreville Public Library has partnered 
with Innovative Document Imaging, a lead-
ing provider of digital imaging services 
to provide digital preservation services to 

patrons. Once exclusive to industry, IDI’s 
Digital Memory Media brings secure, profes-
sional preservation services to individuals 
at an affordable price. Twenty percent of all 
proceeds from the program will be credited 
to the library. The workshop will take place 
on Saturday, April 6th from 11 AM – 4 PM. 
For information contact Elaine at (732) 
727-0192.
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Little Lisie 
Strawhand Benefit 

Party’
South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 Mo-

torcycle Committee is proud to announce 
the ‘Little Lisie Strawhand Benefit Party’, 
which will be held on Friday, May 3rd, from 
7:00 P.M. – 12:00 A.M. at the lodge located 
at 601 Washington Avenue, South Amboy.  
All net proceeds from this event will help 
with mounting medical costs for 5 year old 
Alise Strawhand who at 17 months old fell 
into a shallow goldfish pond and nearly 
drowned.  Cost is $20 per person and includes 
food, drinks, live entertainment and more.  
The New Jersey State Elks Association is a 
501(c)3, not for profit organization whose 
sole purpose is charity.  The Elks Motorcycle 
Committee strictly rides for charity.  Handi-
capped children are the New Jersey State Elks 
Association major project.  If you would like 
to make a donation, please mail it to:South 
Amboy Elks #784 MC, 601 Washington 
Avenue, South Amboy, NJ 08879.   ATTN: 
‘Little Lisie Strawhand Benefit Party’

OLV Seniors April 
Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their 
monthly meeting on Friday, April 12 at 
1:00PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. We will 
have a short business meeting. Light refresh-
ments will be served after the meeting.  Since 
we are celebrating Easter, don’t forget to 
wear something relating to Spring or Easter. 
Please bring a non-perishable food donation 
for St. Vincent de Paul Society. Make sure it 
is not an out of date food item. If you have 
not yet ordered your sandwich for the April 
meeting, please call Geri at 732-257-4351 no 
later than Monday, April 8, 2013. The cost is 
$4.00 which includes a sandwich, chip bag, 
and water or soda. Your sandwich choices 
are: ham and cheese, roast beef, turkey, tuna 
salad, or egg salad. Membership is always 
open. You must be 55 years or older to 
join. For further information, contact Teri 
at 732-727-7639. 

Former Mayor John T. “Jack” O’Leary (3rd from right with bow tie), was honored as the 
“Irishman of the Year” for Middlesex County by the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.  Pictured at 
the banquet which was held at the Pines Manor in Edison are Jack’s fellow AOH members 
and friends.  Congratulations, Jack!  (Photo submitted by Jay Elliott).
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“UNREAL-ITY” SHOWS
By Elaine Holton Scott

As our bills for TV viewing keep 
increasing, so do the amount of low-class 
and often vulgar Reality shows.  Granted, 
there are a few good ones, but most of these 
shows have absolutely nothing at all to do 
with reality at all.   What’s worse is that all 
of us who pay to have television access are 
also paying their salaries!!

From the big-mouthed, and big-headed 
Kate Gosselin’s re-runs, to the tasteless 
Snooki, to the overly self-absorbed, and 
outrageously high paid Kardashians in their 
shows which keep multiplying like some 
kind of rampant virus, to the repo and tow-
ing shows, to the little girls “strutting their 
stuff” on stages, to hoarders who live amidst 
filth, to extreme couponers who live to cut 
coupons, to all the collagen-packed House-
wives on shows from one coast to another, 
to pregnant teens, to women who didn’t 
know they were pregnant, to people who 
have weird addictions, to Gypsy sisters and 
to Amish mafia, to the wives of mobsters, to 
the ex-wives of sports celebrities, to people 
who kiss crocodiles, to the littlest people, to 
the fattest people, to Honey Boo Boo and 
her redneck clan, to the woman from Long 
Island  who claims she talks to the dead and 
to all the other reality “stars” who seem eager 
to sell their dignity for money…enough is 
enough already!!  

It’s really hard to believe that the con-
cept of a Reality show isn’t new at all.  The 
“ground breaker” actually occurred way 
back in 1973, when the very distinguished 

PBS channel aired a 12-episode, docu-
mentary-style show called “An American 
Family,” filmed two years previously.  This 
family had consisted of Bill and Pat Loud, 
their five children, Lance, Kevin, Grant, 
Delilah, and Michele, and two manicured 
poodles.  At that time, the Louds were on 
the “up side” of middle-class, having a re-
ally nice home in Santa Barbara, obviously 
a very good income, and a laid back attitude 
typical of many Californians in the 1970’s.  
Unfortunately, with cameramen following 
them around with the gigantic cameras of 
the day to film their every movement, this 
family was shown to be as dysfunctional as 
the Gosselin family would prove to be three 
and a half decades later when “Jon & Kate 
Plus 8” decreased by one to become “Kate 
Plus 8.”  Like Kate Gosselin would later do, 
Pat Loud had asked for a divorce while the 
show was still being filmed.  Unlike Kate’s 
refusal to leave the spotlight, Pat and her 
family “up and disappeared.” Proving the 
power of money, the Louds returned to TV 
in 1983 in “An American Family: Revisited” 
HBO special.  By then, few people even 
cared enough to watch.

Not many of us care about the “unreal-
ity” shows of today either.  So, why can’t they 
be like the Louds and disappear, too??!!

***Am I the only one who keeps notic-
ing how commercials are consuming more 
and more air time on TV?? If this keeps up, 
all of us will be paying just to watch product 
advertisements!!

Military News
Air Force Airman Alyssa Lemy recently 

graduated from basic military training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, TX.  
A 2009, Sayreville War Memorial HS gradu-
ate, she is the daughter of Janice Medina of 
Sayreville.

Flying Adventure At 
AeroCamp

Old Bridge Flight School is pleased to 
announce AeroCamp 2013. AeroCamp is a 
program designed to give young people a 
unique opportunity to explore the world of 
aviation and aerospace. As a member of the 
Flight School Association of North America, 
our flight school is proud to host AeroCamp 
for the kids in our community.

Campers have the opportunity to learn 
first hand about the dynamics of airplanes 
and flight along with the broad spectrum of 
careers in the aerospace industry. Camp-
ers get to fly an airplane if they so choose. 
There is a strong education component that 
all campers receive. There are field trips to 
explore various elements that together form 
the aerospace industry.

There are two camp options: AeroCamp 
Basic and AeroCamp Advanced. Basic is for 
children age 12-18 without any previous fly-
ing knowledge. This is the entry-level camp 
and allows for up to one hour of flight time. 
AeroCamp Advanced is generally reserved 
for teens who have participated in AeroCamp 
Basic or have already had some training.

To learn more about this program, 
contact Old Bridge Flight School at 732-
483-4596 or visit their website: www.
oldbridgeflightschool.com. 

Contact: Alyson  Holt  (732) 483-4596 
or  alyson@oldbridgeflightschool.com 

Old Bridge Flight School, LLC was 
established in 2011 to provide quality flight 
training, aircraft rental, and introductory 
flights. With the assistance of my husband 
Joseph P. Holt, an Airline Transport Pilot, 
we are able to provide a safe environment 
conducive to learning at Old Bridge Airport 
(3N6).

Truth And Lies
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1998

Both truth and lies can hurt
Both truth and lies can set one free
Both the honest and the liar can be deceiv-
ing
What is hidden in a lie can be the truth
Can one not do it and still do it?
Can being honest with oneself cause oneself 
to lie?
I must not tell a lie and that’s the truth.
I’m probably going to lie, sometimes, and 
that’s no lie.
Truth and lies—what an equivocating am-
biguity!

PRayER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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Concert At Dowdell Library  

Fish Fry  - Good 
Friday

The South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 
will be having a Fish Fry on Good Friday, 
March 29th from 5:00 – 8:00 PM.  The lodge 
is located at 601 Washington Avenue, South 
Amboy.  All dinners include either soup or 
salad and dessert.  Take-outs are available.  
For information, call 732-727-7170. 

Zumba Core 
Fitness Class

The Sayreville Recreation Depart-
ment will now offer a Zumba Core Fitness 
Class.

 Zumba Core class will add dynamic 
vertical core movements to really rock those 
troubled spots. Strengthening core muscles 
enhances balance and stability, improving 
posture and alignment. Get in shape for 
summer and have fun doing it!

Bring a mat and water. 1 hour Classes 
start at 7:45pm March 26, 2013.   Program 
runs for 8 weeks.  Location:  Samsel Upper 
Elementary School Cafeteria Ernston Road 
Sayreville.Registration starts March11th 
2013.   For registration information call 
Denise at 732-525-9536 or email zumba-
sayreville@gmail.com

 Don’t miss the upcoming City Winds 
Trio family concert at the Dowdell Library 
of South Amboy on Saturday, March 23 at 1 
pm. Admission is free and seating is limited, 
so get there early!

This program or service is funded in 
part by Middlesex County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders, Middlesex County Cultural and 
Heritage Commission with assistance thru a 
grant provided by New Jersey State Council 
on the Arts/Dept. of State. 

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy 
is located on O’Leary Boulevard, adjacent 
to the South Amboy High School. For ad-

ditional information or directions please 
contact the library at 732-721-6060 or com-
ments@dowdell.org.

The local Elks Lodge recently awarded South Amboy Elementary School with laminated 
copies of primary historical documents such as the United States Constitution and Declaration 
of Independence. Phyllis Letteriello (l), Elks #784 Americanism Chairperson presents the 
documents to students Hannah Dragotta (c) and Dennis Noon (r). (Photo submitted)
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Library Seeks 
South Amboy 
Memorabilia!

Leading up to the Dowdell Library’s 
100th anniversary next year, the Library 
would like to borrow the community’s pho-
tos, media, documents and memorabilia to 
scan; the material would be returned within 
minutes. If people wish to donate these items, 
originals will be preserved using professional 
archival storage materials.  

This project will continue the preserva-
tion of South Amboy’s history within the 
library’s temperature controlled, historical 
collection.  Earlier phases of the project, co-
funded by the Middlesex County Cultural 
and Heritage Commission, the Library, and 
fundraisers – digitized the library’s newspa-
per collection and South Amboy high school 
yearbooks!  These archives are available for 
viewing by the public to enjoy, just ask for 
assistance.

So, please help preserve South Amboy’s 
heritage! Either call or drop in Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday 10 am – 8 pm; Wednes-
day, Friday 10 am – 5 pm, or Saturday 12 
noon – 4 pm.

Tricky Tray
Sacred Heart School in South Amboy 

is holding their 14th annual Tricky Tray on 
Friday, April 19th at Sacred Heart Memorial 
Hall. The hall is located on Washington Ave. 
across the street from the church. This year’s 
theme is “Walk the Red Carpet”. Doors open 
at 6pm and the first ticket will be drawn at 
7:30 pm. Tickets are now on sale for $15. 
Please call Judy McCrone at 732-721-6592 to 
purchase.  All seats are reserved. This year’s 
prizes include, 7 “ Tablet, Blu-Ray player, 
digital camera, 2 person boat, gift cards for 
area businesses, day trips, & Disney Hop-
per Passes as well as numerous other gifts. 
Cake and coffee will be served. The event 
will sell out so don’t delay!

The snow was falling on Waterfront Park recently and left a beautiful winter scene.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

a PRayER FOR HEaLING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -T.B.
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Sayreville Long Ago

1930-This photo of workers putting in cast iron pipe at the Bordentown Ave.-Ernston Rd. 
intersection,  Sayreville,  was taken from the railroad overpass, looking  Northeast.  It is 
the site where the current major construction has been taking place since last year.   The 
intersection reopened on March 1st for the first time since April 2012.  A contractor working 
on the current project there recalled that the very cast iron in the photo is just now, 83 
years later being replaced!  (Photo courtesy of John F. Strek, Sayreville Historical Society 
Collection)  

Easter Bunny 
Breakfast

South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 is 
holding its annual breakfast with the Easter 
bunny, Saturday, March 30th from 9:00 a.m. 
– noon at the lodge located at 601 Washington 
Avenue, South Amboy.  Bring your camera 
to get photos with the Easter Bunny.  Cost 
is $8.00 – adults, $3.00 – children ages 7 to 
12.  Children under 7 are free.  The Easter 
Bunny will be handing out special treats for 
the kiddies.

Sacred Heart 
To Present 

“Charleston”
The 5th - 8th grade Sacred Heart students 

will be bringing the Roaring 20’s to life 
with their production of Charleston!  With 
musical numbers such as “Flapper” and “It 
has to be Jazz” you are sure to have a great 
time!  It will be the bees knees!  Friday and 
Saturday, May 17th and 18th 7:00pm in 
The Little Theatreat Cardinal McCarrick 
High School.

Computers Needed
St. Mary Church Pastor Father Den-

nis Weezorak is a member of the South 
Amboy/Sayreville Rotary Club.  Part of the 
international community service this club 
performs is the sponsorship of children, 
teens, and college-age students in the town 
of San Pablo, Ecuador.

At this stage, several of the students are 
in college and we find that they must return 
to the town’s Community Center to use the 
desktop computers there for their research 
and assignments—in contrast to their more 
well-off classmates who can afford a laptop 
for classes and research—as well as for class 
notes and materials immediately available 
on the computers.

If you have a used laptop (no more than 
5 years old) that you can donate to this pro-
gram—you’ll be aiding these students with 
their goals and the future of their village.  A 
group of Rotarians will be going to Ecuador 
this June.  Ecuadorian law allows only one 
computer to be brought into the country per 
person.  If you can help, please call Betty 
Fitzgerald at 732-727-7071 before June.

Family Math Night at South Amboy Elementary 
School means learning how not only to make 
smoothies, but practical math applications for 
the entire family.  (Photo Submitted)
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The South Amboy Boys basketball team recently won the Immaculate Conception Invitational 
Tournament.  They defeated Carteret in the Semi-Finals, after a first round bye, and beat 
Spotswood in the finals 62-51.  This is the first year back for South Amboy’s Middle School 
Athletic Program, after a four year hiatus because of budget cuts.  The boys ended the 
season 18-1. Pictured from Left to right, Back Row: Pawel Zalewski, Julian Munoz, John 
Szpara, Sean Kudelka, Xavier Townes, Michael Carlson, Justin Lewis, Ryan O’Leary..
Bottom Row: Patrick Walsh, Michael Sauls, Elijah Law, Carlos Martinez, Andrew Kenney, 
Thomas Carter. Missing form picture: Joe Wells, Coach Dan Poulsen (Photo/Info Submitted) 

Congratulations to Arvid Holt for being 
selected as the South Amboy Y’s March 
“Member of the Month”! A dedicated member 
since March 2011, he’s here at the Y several 
times a week. Arvid’s usual workout consists 
of swimming 40 laps, which is just over half 
a mile! We wish him continued success in 
maintaining his health and well-being here 
at the Y. (Photo Submitted)

SOUTH AMBOY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT FOR 

MARKING PERIOD 2 – 2012/2013 School 
Year

HONOR ROLL OF DISTINCTION 
4TH GRADE – Jacey Buczek, Tyler 

Hoeschele, Jakob Mercado, Anthony Mon-
derine, Shane Murphy, Steven Pieklo, Lili 
Poland, Zachary Pyle, Harris Pyo, Ethan 
Yang. 5th GRADE – Joseph Finnegan, Alexa 
Noon, Nashari Payano, Emma Schaefer, Jen-
nifer Westcott, Aliyah White. 6th GRADE 
– Jezreel Krupka, Kelly Mihalecko, Wiktoria 
Radon, Charli Zaretsky. HONOR ROLL 4th 
GRADE - Michael Abbatiello, Alex Chiu, 
Alexis Conklin, Hannah Dragotta,    Cyrus 
Ellsworth, Casey Fenlon, Olivia Fernandez, 
Ava Grasso, Kyler Greco,      Dennis Noon, 
Viviana Rivas, Jordan Smith, Jake Szat-
kowski, Nathalie Tavarez-Miranda, Lucas 
Ware. 5TH GRADE – Melissa Abbatiello, 
Zechariah Adams-Duckson, Jagger Agnew, 

Christopher Almeida, Kailie Arsenault, 
Brendan Brown-Soper, Cassidy Caprari , 
Jayana Correa, Philip Joks, Sarah Knapik, 
Jacob Ross, Caroline Sadelski, Evan Schaaf, 
Ryan Showkat, Mathew Skolar, Mary Ann 
Walsh, 6th GRADE – Nadia Barcheski, 
Alexis Calisti, Jennifer Carey, Tyler Chap-
man,  Haley Colacci-Smarsch, Brianna 
Drake, Jocelyn Escareno, Maureen Gemian, 
Christian Gonzalez, Zachary Honimar, An-
gus MacDougall, John McCleery,  Stephen 
McLaughlin, Nicolas Mihalecko, Julie 
Olivieri, Renee Piazolla, Trinity Pastirik, 
Liam Roberts, Lisa Marie Roberts, Bryanna 
Tierney, Erin Trzeciak, Olivia Wojtowicz.

Looking Back To…
1960-The first home was completed in 

the new Rojay Homes, Inc. development in 
the Mechanicsville section of South Amboy.  
The builder Walter Rogers Jr. held a key 
presentation ceremony for the owners, as 
Mayor Joseph Charmello presented the key 
to Mr. & Mrs. John Korupchak.  The Rojay 
Homes, Inc. were built on upper  Wilmont, 
Conover and Raritan Streets.   

12

Champions

Memorial Day 
Parade

By Phyllis Letteriello
The St. Pat’s Parade is done and it was 

great!  Now, all veterans are looking forward 
to the Memorial Day Parade, in South Am-
boy.  We would love to see as many people 
lining the streets to honor and pay tribute 
to our fallen heroes, who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for us and our freedoms, as there 
were for St. Pat’s.  The parade will be on 
May 19th, at 2 p.m., starting at the Knights 
of Columbus and ending at City Hall, where 
a Memorial Service will be held.  More in-
formation will follow in the April issue.

Poochie Doo Not 
Closing

The owners of Poochie Doo All Breed 
Dog Grooming in South Amboy have as-
sured us that they are not closing their doors.  
They want to thank all of their customers and 
plan on pampering their Pooches for many 
years to come.
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Clem Skarzynski, organizer of the highly successful “Songs For Sayreville” fundraiser 
for Borough victims of Hurricane Sandy, speaks to the huge crowd during the event.  
Congratulations to Clem for his caring, humanitarian effort, in which $8,061 was raised, 
and everyone else who made this happen for the Borough of Sayreville!  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard) 

Rumbles From The 
Rock ‘N’ Roll Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski
What should be my easiest story to 

write for my column, has turned out to be 
the hardest, only because of the outpouring 
of help from my family, friends, musicians, 
and most importantly, you the readers, and 
those of you from Sayreville, South Amboy, 
and surrounding areas, I don’t know who 
to thank for such a huge success, and show 
of support as demonstrated at “Songs For 
Sayreville” on Sunday, Feb. 17th…

What started out as a “thought” around 
mid-November, turned into an “all-out” out-
pouring of help from everyone mentioned 
above, within a few days…I only began to 
discuss the idea of putting together a benefit 
for Sayreville’s victims affected by super-
storm Sandy with my fellow band mates, Tim 
and Fran Fee, Rich Standowski, and Emerson 
Jones—The Rockdaddys…Without any 
hesitation, they were on board to partake in 
whatever we as a band could do…

I knew from the beginning, this would 
be a “music-filled” event, so I reached out to 
our dear friends and fellow musicians, “Fog,” 
Sayreville’s great rock/pop band, and the 
members Brian Earls, Steve Grillo, Joe Tim-
pone, Jack Goodow, and Midge Painchaud, 
immediately jumped in to help…

With 2 bands to begin the plan, it was 
time to layout the date (s), times, venue, 
solicitations for donations, ticket sales, food, 
advertising and help!  First in the plan was a 
venue.  The answer to that came quite easily.  
Residents familiar with our area know and 
frequent Bello’s Family Restaurant, known 
for its great food, and atmosphere.  Know-
ing of owner Dennis Bello’s contributions 
to our community, I approached him with 
my idea and request to put on the benefit 
there.  Again, no hesitation by Dennis, and 
we discussed a date to schedule the event, 
with Dennis offering all and any help, and a 
“large percentage” of his food and beverage 
sales, to be donated to the cause.

Now it was time to ask many questions 
as to how any and all proceeds would be 
disbursed, and distributed by whom.  With 
the advice and help from Sayreville’s Mayor 
Kennedy O’Brien, he directed me to Mr. 
Wayne Kronowski, CFO of the “Sayreville 
Storm Relief Fund.”  So, now we had the 
proper fund to direct our proceeds to—the 
people of Sayreville.  At that time, mid-Dec., 
I had met with 4 friends who were directly 
affected by the storm, and to see the look 
of despair in their eyes, and hear it in their 
voices, that really put it all in perspective, and 
gave me the “push” to go all-out in getting 
these friends and all the residents affected, 
all the help we could.

So, with a date, a venue and a couple of 
bands, the job of advertising began.  With my 
daughter Jessica designing flyers and posters, 
Mr. Bob Dein of Morgan Printers stepped in 
with flyers for us to distribute, along with 
posters donated by Matt D’Esposito and Dan 
O’Leary, the job of distributing them began.  
The SA Times Publisher Tom Burkard, and 
Associate Publisher/Photographer Brian 
Stratton stepped in with front page and inner 

page stories and flyers describing the event.  
I began to reach out to all branches of the 
media—The Home News Tribune, The Sub-
urban, Sayreville and South Amboy’s cable 
TV, Channel 12 News, WCTC, St. Mary’s 
Parish bulletin, and to my dear friend Maria 
Milito at Q-104.3 FM.  Everyone was so 
eager to help!

And then, as it always happens, some-
thing or someone through thoughts of their 
own agendas, “throws a wrench” into your 
efforts, and yes, it happens at every attempt 
to put forth a helping hand.  It did for me in 
1998, and numerous other people I’ve known 
thru the years, who have organized benefits.  
But, that’s what makes you go forward, and 
knowing your efforts will prevail.

So, after going throughout South Amboy 
and Sayreville and replacing all flyers and 
posters, and contacting all other advertisers 
of the “changes,” we moved on, again, a lot 
wiser.  With advertising again underway, 
it was time to solicit donations from local 
retailers, and businesses for drawings during 
the benefit.  And again, the true “spirit of 
Sayreville” was brought forth.  My thanks 
to Francis Tratorria, Angles And Tangles, 
Hair Together, Wally’s Subs, T.G.I.F. of 
Old Bridge, Texas Roadhouse, Paul Nagy, 
Fractured Axe Guitar Repair Shop, Sam 
Ash Music, Jacqueline’s Florist, Innovators 
Salon, Miller Lite, Coors Light (for their 
awesome banners and posters), and to Mr. 
Dennis Bello for his generous donation…It 
didn’t stop—within days, I was contacted 
by “The Mike Lefton Express” to join in on 
the day’s music.  I then reached out to Mr. 
Jerry Smith, who wrote and sang the theme 
song for the day, “A Song For Sayreville.”  
Mr. Danny Toye for his acoustic guitar 
and voice sets, and to my mentors, “Roger 
Johnson And  The Hubcaps,” for more 
music.  Without question, they were there!  
Rounding out the “Songs For Sayreville” 
was “The Lucky Ones,” a rockin’ new age 
group of high energy rock ‘n’ roll.  I couldn’t 
have had a more diverse and professional 
lineup of music—for that, fellow rockers, 
I thank you.

None of the musical performers would 
have sounded as great as they were without 
the sound re-enforcement expertise of Emmy 
& Amy Jones of “Basement Audio Produc-
tions,” both who donated their time and 
efforts to supply the bands with the “Best in 
sound.”  Em,  Amy, many thanks…And the 
2 co-hosts, who were superb with hosting 
the entire event, Mr. Nick DeBiase and Mr. 
Phil Matthews.   These guys on a two-day 
notice of the day’s proceedings, went on to 
“work the crowd” with constant announce-
ments, band bios, and mingling with the 
crowd.  I’ve seen and worked with this “duo” 
for many years, and am still in awe at their 
professional, crowd-pleasing work.  Nick, 
Phil, as always, just had to have the best, 
and I did, Thanks!

So, as you can see “Songs For Sayre-
ville” was an overwhelming success due to 

(Continued on page 20)
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The Band Comes MARCH-ing In

The Memorial Drum and Bugle Corps of South Amboy, which had its early beginning in 
1949, was sponsored by George Gundrum Sr.  The musical directors were William Scully 
and William Schwarick Sr.  The band consisted of talented children from South Amboy and 
the surrounding area.  They performed for parades and many other occasions in South 
Amboy, Sayreville, Perth Amboy, and occasionally in New York.  Pictured holding the banner 
is: Virginia Lukie (l) and Billy Schwarick Jr. (r).  The group disbanded in 1956.  (Photo/info 
courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

On This Day, Month, Or Year
In South Amboy History

By Fran Fitzmorris
It’s well known that the Empire Theater 

was the only movie theater and much more 
to than that to the town from 1912-1950 
when it burned down.  Most people would 
be surprised that before the Empire, there 
was a small theatre located in the Monaghan 
family building on David St., close to Stevens 
Ave.    The name was The Theatorium, and it 
featured shows involving song and dance acts 
at the price of 5 cents.  After 1912, it seems 
to have faded away, and I never read about 
it again, obviously because of the success 
of the Empire!...Updating an earlier look 
back at what most would consider one of 
the town’s most famous businesses, Miller, 
Bergen and Welsh lumberyard located on 
lower First St. opened in 1919 and was still 
in business until the early ‘90’s…The year 
was 1910, and the South Amboy Fire Dept. 
was founded.  There were already three 
fire companies in town, and Progressive 
would be the fourth in 1921…Sometime in 
1919, the First National Bank moved into 
its final location on the corner of David St. 
and Broadway, which was purchased from 
the McGonigle family.  Previously, when 
the bank first opened in 1887, it was located 

on the corner of Henry St. and Broadway 
across from where Lou’s Pastry would later 
be located.  Around 1907, the bank moved 
into one of the floors of the Semer building 
(Hardware store) on the east side of Broad-
way.  In 1963, the National Bank became 
The Amboy-Madison Bank and today it’s the 
Amboy  Bank…Baranowski’s Meat Market 
opened its doors on the corner of Augusta St. 
and Broadway in 1915.  They were there for 
many years and then moved up to the Pine 
Ave. area.  Finally, in 1940, they moved into 
a building on the corner of Pine Ave. and 
Henry St.  The market was famous for the 
quality of meats it sold, and it was so large, 
it accommodated all the workers…For all 
St. Mary’s grads, beginning with the school 
year 1939, the nickname of the school was 
changed from Blue and Gold to the Eagles, 
and many Alumni were disappointed and 
angry.  They saw no reason for it, and tried 
to get the original name back, but failed…   

Easter Egg Hunt
March 30

South Amboy Youth Athletic Associa-
tion (SAYAA) will hold its 1st Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt on Sat., March 30th at the Allie 
Clark Sports Complex on lower George St.  
Festivities will begin at 12 noon.  In addition 
to the regular eggs, there will be a handful 
of special eggs hidden too!

OLV Senior Trip 
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a trip to Longwood Gardens/Brandywine 
River Museum on Saturday, April 13, 2013. 
The cost of the trip is $125.00. The package 
includes: admission to Longwood Gardens, 
meal voucher at Longwood Gardens, visit 
to Brandywine River Museum, taxes and 
meal gratuities, bus transportation, and 
bus driver gratuity. The bus will leave the 
lower OLV parking lot at 9 AM and return 
approximately  at 5 PM. For further infor-
mation or reservation, please contact Geri 
at 732-257-4351.

SUMO WRESTLING FUNDRAISER 
South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 is 

hosting a ‘Sumo Wrestling’ Fundraiser on 
Saturday, March 23rd from 7 PM – 11 PM at 
the lodge located at 601 Washington Avenue, 
South Amboy.  Cost is $5 admission which 
includes a hot dog bar with all the fixings; 
$10 to wrestle; $5 for additional matches.  
Proceeds from this fundraiser will be used 
to sponsor local students to attend the New 
Jersey State Elks Peer Leadership Confer-
ence which is held at the Ocean Place Resort 
in Long Branch, NJ.  The NJ Elks Peer 
Leadership Conference is open to all New 
Jersey students who are in grades 9 through 
12 and are proud to be alcohol, tobacco and 
drug free. The purpose of the conference 
is to increase participants’ ability to make 

healthy decisions for themselves and others 
around them, specifically related to drugs 
and alcohol; to increase leadership abilities 
to effectively create positive change in their 
schools and communities; to provide tools 
and resources to implement action plans in 
their communities; and to create a network 
of peer leaders with the ability to educate 
their groups, schools, and communities on 
the skills presented at the conference.  The 
conference includes keynote addresses, in-
teractive workshops and fun events for the 
students.  For additional information on the 
Sumo Wrestling Fundraiser, please call the 
South Amboy Lodge at 732-727-7170 and 
leave a message for Jeanine.
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Working in the MCC biotechnology lab: 
Rekha Saxena (Edison) and Kyle Van Bramer 
(South Amboy). (Photo Submitted)

MCC Open House 
April 7

An open house for prospective Mid-
dlesex County College students and their 
families will be held Sunday, April 7 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the College Center on 
the Edison campus.

High school students who are consider-
ing continuing their education at Middlesex, 
as well as anyone who is thinking about 
taking a course at the College, are invited 

to attend. Refreshments will be served. To 
register online, visit www.OpenHouseMCC.
com. 

In many programs, students earn an 
Associate’s Degree and then transfer into a 
four-year college or university as members 
of the junior class. Working closely with their 
faculty and advisors ensures this seamless 
transition and they find that the cost of their 
undergraduate education is substantially 
lower because of their work at Middlesex.

The College offers formal credit articu-
lation transfer agreements and dual-degree 
admissions programs with more than 50 
four-year institutions, including Rutgers, 
Montclair State, Kean, and NYU. It has 
always been the largest “feeder” school 
to the New Jersey Institute of Technology 
(NJIT) where its graduates are continually 
recognized for their outstanding academic 
achievements.

In other academic programs, the stu-
dents graduate from Middlesex and go right 
into a career.

“There is no better value in higher educa-
tion today than the community college,” said 
College President Joann La Perla-Morales. 
“Our tuition is about one-third of what the 
public colleges and universities charge and 
a fraction of the cost of the private schools. 
In addition, many scholarships are avail-
able through the Middlesex County College 
Foundation.”

At the open house, advisors and admin-
istrators will address everything a student 
needs to know about attending and being 
successful at Middlesex.

(Pictured l-r) Laura Steiner, age 5, Colleen Kenny and Denise Steiner,age 15.  Not Pictured: 
Kimberly Steiner age 6. (Photo by Allyson Keegan)

Strong Kids Campaign
By Allyson Keegan, SA Times Intern

Living in a small town like South Am-
boy, there is no doubt that someone is always 
looking out for you. The newly opened 
YMCA is no exception to helping out the 
community, especially during the months 
following Super Storm Sandy and for the 
upcoming summer. The YMCA has begun 
its ‘Strong Kids Campaign’ and strongly 
urges the community to be a part of all of 
the fantastic work they do. The campaign is 
a way to raise money for families that can-
not afford or lack the finances to send their 
children to camp during the summer. The 
YMCA promises that no family will ever 
be turned away from their facilities due to 
financial issues, and that they will always find 
a way to support and benefit those families. 
Last year alone, the YMCA awarded over 
$60,000 worth of awards to at least 191 
families, which all funded childcare, camp 
and other resources to help the communities 
children grow. 

After Super Storm Sandy hit our pleas-
ant little city, the YMCA jumped right on 
board to help out every family they could, 
especially Colleen Kenny who had lost her 
home in the hurricane. Kenny, a teacher at 
Old Bridge and adoptive mother of three, 
has been keeping her head high through 
this period of restoration. Kenny said “she 
walked away with the strength to overcome 
their loss, and that the rebuilding of their 
home was going to start a new journey.” 

Kenny expressed her gratitude towards 
the YMCA, claiming it to have given her 
another family to rely on, and a place for 
her children to go after school. The YMCA 
gave the Kenny family hope that they were 
not alone through this tough time, and helped 
them to get back on track with life. The Y 
gave Colleen the confidence to be happy and 
to continue being the best mom she could 
be for her family. 

Lucinda Florio, wife of former New 
Jersey governor James Florio spoke about 
how great it is for a town to have a YMCA. 
Florio spoke highly of her hope in children 
and how she loved to help them in any 
way she could.  She, like many others at 
the event, shared her fond memories of 
the YMCA and encouraged everyone to go 
out and help their community the way the 
Y does. Scott Lewis, the new president of 
Woodbridge, South Amboy, Metuchen and 
Edison’s YMCAs strongly reminded every-
one that “The YMCA isn’t just a place where 
people go to work out or use the pool, it’s 
a place where friendships and families are 
started.” The YMCA is hoping to reach an 
even higher goal this year, in order to give 
back to its community, especially in tough 
times like these. For those who are interested 
in donating, please see the front desk at the 
YMCA. The Campaign will run until the 
last day of March.  
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Music Trivia
Beauty/Beautiful

By Tom Burkard

1.__Beauty Is Only Skin Deep a. Celine Dion & Peabo Bryson
2.__Beautiful Day b. The Rascals
3.__Beautiful c. Ace Of Base
4.__You Are So Beautiful d. Joshua Kadison
5.__A Beautiful Morning e. Christina Aguilera
6.__Beauty And The Beast f. U2
7.__Beautiful Life g. Madonna
8.__Beautiful In My Eyes h. Bobby Vee
9.__Beautiful People i. Joe Cocker
10._Beautiful Stranger j. The Temptations

Answers
1j 2f 3e 4i 5b 6a 7c 8d 9h 10g.

Division 1.1 Releases New CD
By Clem Skarzynski

The “Mix” being a unique blend of 
Progressive Metal and Hard Rock, South 
Amboy’s Brian Brennan broke away from 
his “Garage Rock” days and joined forces 
in Nov. 2008 with Central Jersey’s Division 
1.1.  The group originally formed in 1999, by 
front man and vocalist Rob Middleton, and 
as every band went thru numerous changes 
in personnel, disbanded in 2003.  Only thru 
Rob’s persistence, regrouped in 2008 with 
guitarist Johnny Barone, Brian Brennan on 
the kit, and after changing bass players, the 
year 2010 brought in Steve Ratchen on the 
7 and 14 string Conklin guitars “Godzilla 
Basses!”  Steve is a lefty, playing his bass 
strung righty, upside down.  Geddy Lee is his 
inspiration.  John began his musical journey 
as a drummer, then going to guitar.  Steve 
began his as a classical piano player at age 

5!  All the members agree on one aspect of 
their choice of music-their influences and 
innovators of “metal” Led Zeppelin and 
Black Sabbath.

Under the guidance of “Boomin New-
man Mgt. Promotions,” Division 1.1 will 
be doing their CD release party Sat., March 
23rd at Roxy & Dukes in Dunellen, and 
Dingbats in Clifton on April 4th, with April 
14th at 10th St. live in Kenilworth.  Go to: 
Division1point1.com, or call 732-770-6649 
for their schedule.

Division 1.1…”With A Vengeance” 
new release with 6 outstanding “Angry 
Tracks”..Freak Show..Cross To Bear..With 
A Vengeance..Submission..Violence In 
Season..Animal.  Loud and angry rock.  
Give a listen.

The Division 1.1 band recently released a new CD.  Pictured (l-r) Steve Ratchen, John 
Barone, Rob Middleton, and former South Amboy resident Brian Brennan.  (Photo courtesy 
of Division 1.1)

Mills Joins 
Jobonanno

Sayreville’s most famous drummer, the 
talented Charlie Mills, has joined forces with 
one of the top bands in NJ, Jobonanno & The 
Godsons of Soul.   Mills has a vast resume 
of big names that he’s toured with including 
Skid Row, and Dee Snider of Twisted Sister.  
In his earlier days on the kit, he played in 
Atlantic Expressway with Jon Bon Jovi.  

Mills joins superb saxman, Jerry Mokar 
who is from the Morgan section of Sayreville 
to give Jobonanno more local talent to his 
fabulous group.  Best of luck, Charlie!

Kogut Remebered
By Tom Burkard

Bob Kogut, 58, of South Amboy died 
unexpectedly on January 31st.  He was a 
well-known local drummer, who played in 
two of my bands back in the 1980’s, “The 
Gamblers,” and also briefly with “Tommy 
Buck & Tennessee.”  He then left to join 
“Voyager” a group that was pretty popular 
back then at the Landmark Tavern.  Legend-
ary lead guitarist/keyboardist Stan Olkuscz, 
played in Voyager with Kogut, and remem-
bered him as being “a good guy, and with 
Voyager, we all had a good time.  I’ll really 
miss him.”

In his younger days, Bob was a dedicated 
body-builder/weight lifter, but I will always 
remember him for his powerful vocals on a 
few songs that he sang leads to like “On The 
Road Again,” and the Eagles tunes, “Lyin’ 
Eyes,” and “Peaceful Easy Feeling.”   May 
God Bless Bob! 

#1 Pop Hits-March 
23

2006-So Sick-Ne-Yo
1997-Can’t Nobody Hold Me Down-Puff 
Daddy with Mase
1983-Billie Jean-Michael Jackson
1970-Bridge Over Troubled Water-Simon 
& Garfunkel
1963-Our Day Will Come-Ruby & The 
Romantics
1957-Party Doll-Buddy Knox

#1 Country Hits-
March 23

1995-This Woman And This Man-Clay 
Walker
1982-Mountain Of Love-Charley Pride
1974-There’s A Honky Tonk Angel-Conway 
Twitty
1969-Only The Lonely-Sonny James
1959-Don’t Take Your Guns To Town-
Johnny Cash

One Hit Wonders
50 Years Ago

1963-Loop De Loop-Johnny Thunder; 
Mama Didn’t Lie-Jan Bradley; Rhythm Of 
The Rain-The Cascades;  Wild Weekend-
The Rockin’ Rebels; Mr. Bass Man-Johnny 
Cymbal; Pipeline-The Chantays; Sukiyaki-
Kyu Sakamoto; On Top Of Spaghetti-Tom 
Glazer & The Do-Re-Mi Children’s Chorus; 
Tie Me Kangaroo Down, Sport-Rolf Harris; 
Just One Look-Doris Troy; Till Then-The 
Classics; Wipe Out-The Surfaris; Denise-
Randy & The Rainbows; Mockingbird-Inez 
Foxx; Sally, Go ‘Round The Roses-The 
Jaynettes; The Kind Of Boy You Can’t 
Forget-The Raindrops; Talk To Me-Sunny 
& The Sunglows; Popsicles And Icicles-The 
Murmaids; Dominique-The Singing Nun; 
Wonderful Summer-Robin Ward; The Boy 
Next Door-The Secrets.

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

Videos worth checking out on YouTube.
com:  1960’s-“Shout” by Lulu, (you know 
her, the girl that had a #1 hit with “To Sir 
With Love”), in 1967; “Stay Awhile” by 
Dusty Springfield in ’64; The Vogues went 
to #4 in ’67 with “You’re The One”;  Randy 
& The Rainbows reached #10 in 1963 with 
“Denise.”  1970’s-The Bells also had a hit 
with the same name (different song) as Dusty 
Springfield, “Stay Awhile” in 1971; “Do It 
Again” was a #6 hit for Steely Dan in 1973; 
“Painted Ladies” a #34 hit for Ian Thomas in 
’73; “Keep On Smilin’” reached #10 in 1974 
for Wet Willie; “My Music” by Loggins & 
Messina was a #16 hit in 1973…Recently 
came across an interesting song, “A Friend 
Like You” by two of the All-Time greatest, 
Paul McCartney & Brian Wilson.  I haven’t 
found what year they recorded it though… 

Summer Concerts 
At Ocean Grove

By Tom Burkard

Ocean Grove’s Great Auditorium, now 
in its 144th year will offer many excellent 
concerts this summer.  The season gets 
underway on May 25th with the Atlantic 
Wind Ensemble, a free concert, but dona-
tions accepted.  On June 1st, Ocean Grove 
Gospel Festival will begin at 7 p.m., and a 
Raise The Roof benefit toward repair costs 
for the Great Auditorium after Hurricane 
Sandy will start at 8 p.m.  Some of the guests 
performing will be Michael W. Smith, Peter 
Yarrow and Noel Paul Stokey of (Peter, Paul 
and Mary), Glen Burtnik, and more guests 
to be announced.

The rest of the summer schedule: June 
22-Doo Wop Extravaganza with The Brook-
lyn Bridge, Freddie Parris & The Five Satins, 

Barbara Harris & The Toys, and John Kuse 
& The Excellents.  June 29-The Lettermen & 
The Four Aces; July 6-Ocean Grove Summer 
Band-FREE admission; July 13-Abba Trib-
ute; July 20-Tommy James & The Shondells, 
and Felix Cavaliere’s Rascals; July 27-The 
Beach Boys; Aug. 3-Australian Bee Gees; 
Aug. 10-Francesca Battistelli and Sanctus 
Real; Aug. 17-The Guess Who; Aug. 24-
Air Supply; Aug. 31-Tenth Avenue North; 
Sept. 7-Doo Wop Finale with Kenny Vance 
& The Planotones, The Duprees, Shirley 
Alston Reeves; Sept. 14-Orchestra of St. 
Peter By the Sea.

For more information or ticket reser-
vations go to: oceangrove.org or call 800-
590-4064.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

David Langan fires up a perfect shot for 
Wesley College (DE).

David Langan, star center for Wesley College (DE) is pictured in action against #1 Virginia 
Wesleyan earlier this season.  He led his team with 19 points, 10 rebounds, and 3 blocks 
against this powerhouse.  David was recently selected All CAC 1st Team.  Congratulations to 
David who played his high school ball for Sayreville!  (Photo/info courtesy of Steve Kramer, 
Director of Sports Information, Wesley College) 

NJSIAA Basketball Tournament Action
Girls
CJ Group IV
First Round
Sayreville 56 Trenton 48-Alyssa Mc-

Donough fired in 32 points and ripped 10 
rebounds to lead the Bombers.  She scored 
her 1,000 career point on a free throw with 
0:17 left in the game.

Second Round
Jackson 56 Sayreville 45.
CJ Group I
First Round

Shore 53 South Amboy 17-Beth Kudel-
ka and Nicole Burns scored 6 points apiece 
for the #11 seeded SA against #6 Shore.

Boys
CJ Group IV
First Round
Rancocas Valley 68 Sayreville 46-Corey 

Taite topped the Bombers with 11 points. 
CJ Group I
First Round
New Egypt 49 South Amboy 47-The 

Guvs lost a heartbreaker in overtime.

Langan Turns In 
Outstanding Year

6-8 junior center,  David Langan turned 
in an amazing season for Wesley College 
(DE), helping his team to a (20-8) record, 
and also a chance at the Capital Athletic 
Conference (CAC) championship game, 
as well as a berth in the NCAA Division 
III tournament.  In the (CAC) title contest, 
Wesley played their hearts out, but fell 
to a powerful St. Mary’s (MD), 79-78 in 
overtime.  Langan pumped in 13 points, 
and tied for most rebounds in the game 
with 7.  Wesley lost another heartbreaker 
in the first round of the NCAA, falling to 
Williams College, by the identical score of 
79-78.  David scored 7 points and again tied 
for most rebounds with 8.

For his superb efforts, he was honored 
by being selected for the prestigious All-
CAC 1st Team.  The talented center, who is 
a Sayreville War Memorial HS graduate, led 
the CAC in rebounds-10.0; blocks-40; and 
double-doubles-12.  He also averaged 12.5 
points per game, and 2.0 assists.  Congratu-
lations, David on your tremendous season, 
and honors! 

Cheyenne Grant (#30) had an outstanding season for the College of St. Elizabeth.  The 
Sayreville War Memorial HS alumnus led team with 311 points, and a 12.4 avg.  (Photo 
courtesy of Kaitlin Burud, College of St. Elizabeth Media Relations)

Former Sayreville War Memorial HS 
basketball star Jessica Kitrys recently 
scored her 1,000th point at Adelphi 
University.  Congratulations, Jessica!  
(Photos/info courtesy of Tony Bonvechio, 
women’s basketball media, Adelphi 
University)

Lewis Wins 
Region 6,

Takes 3rd In State
Toms River East wrestling superstar 

Richard Lewis captured the Region 6, 138 
lb. championship with a hard-fought 4-3 
decision over Brian Hemann of Jackson.  
Richard, went on to Atlantic City, where he 
won 3 in a row to run his unbeaten season 
to (34-0) before losing to South Plainfield’s 
Anthony Ashnault, 3-1 in the semifinals.  
Ashnault, who never lost in high school,  
won his 169th straight match. Lewis copped 
the third place contest by pinning Matt Cop-
polla of Watchung Hills, in 5:28, to finish 
his senior year with an outstanding (35-1) 
record.  He is the son of former St. Mary’s/
Cardinal McCarrick HS coach Joe Lewis, 
who holds the school record for most career 
victories by a coach in any sport.  Heidi 
Lewis of South Amboy is Richard’s proud 
grandmother.  Congratulations to Richard, 
and the Lewis family! 

McDonough Joins 
1000

Point Club
Sayreville’s Alyssa McDonough scored 

her 1,000th point on a free throw with 0:17 
left in a first round CJ Group I state tourney 
game, which was won by the Bombers over 
Trenton, 56-48.  She finished the game 
with 32 points and 10 rebounds to lead the 
Blue & Gray to victory.  Alyssa is a transfer 
student from Cardinal McCarrick, and had 
to sit out the first month of the season due 
to NJSIAA rules.  She scored most of her 
career points while playing for the Lady 
Eagles.  Congratulations, Alyssa on reach-
ing 1,000 plus!

Kitrys Has Banner 
Year

Scores 1000th And 
More

 Jessica Kitrys, a 6-0 forward from 
Sayreville, had a memorable season for 
Adelphi University (15-13), as she became 
the 20th player to join the school’s elite 1,000 
point scoring club.  She led the 2011-12 squad 
in scoring with a 17.2 avg., rebounding 7.2, 
field goal percentage .505, field goals made-
199, free throws made-83, in addition to tying 
Adelphi’s single-game scoring record with 
36 points on Feb. 10.  Kitrys had 5 double-
doubles, 8 games with 20-plus points, and 
2 games with 30-plus points.  

Despite the Panthers 89-80 quarterfinal 
loss in the Northeast-10 to #1 Bentley, who 
had a (25-1) mark, she pumped in 16 points, 
on 6-for-11 shooting from the floor.   For 
her amazing season, Jessica was honored by 
being selected to the NE-10 All-Conference 
2nd Team.  Congratulations, Jessica on your 
1,000 points and overall great year! 

College Notebook
Freshman Bridget Giovenco, a member 

of West Chester University’s 2012 Atlantic 
Region NCAA D-2 soccer champions, was 
recently named to the Dean’s List with a 3.80 
GPA, as well as the Athletic Director’s Aca-
demic Honor Roll.  Bridget was an all-around 
athlete at Sayreville War Memorial HS…Af-
ter a slow start due to injuries, Monmouth 
University women’s basketball team, under 
Coach Jenny Kuziemski Palmateer went 
all the way to the ¼ finals of the Northeast 
Conference Tourney before bowing in OT to 
Mount St. Mary’s 59-57.  The Hawks finished 
(15-15).  Jenny, who starred at Hoffman HS 
under legendary Coach Reggie Carney, is 
now assisted by him at Monmouth U…Chey-
enne Grant , a Sayreville grad, pumped in 
19 points including four 3-pointers in the 
College of Elizabeth’s season finale, a 79-
73 quarterfinal loss in the (NEAC) to Penn 
St.-Harrisburg.  St. Elizabeth finished the 
season at (11-14).  Grant a 5-6 junior from 
Sayreville was #1 on the team in scoring-
311 points, 12.4 avg.; field goals made-115; 
3-point field goals made-61, and was second 
in free throw pct.-.714; steals-55.  She also 
had the highest scoring individual game of 
the year with 32 points… Another Sayreville 
alum, Rhonda Rompola, in her 22nd year as 
head coach of the SMU Women’s basketball 
team has her team currently at an excellent 
(20-6), marking her 9th 20-win season.  Her 
career mark at the school is (386-242), the 
most wins by a coach in any sport at SMU.  
In addition, she won her 400th overall ca-
reer game as SMU beat Tulsa 69-60 for the 
Mustangs win #20.  Rhonda was also an 
amazing player at the school, and her season 

scoring record of 683 points in 1981-82 
still stands…Former South Amboy resident 
Greg Wyzykowski is in his 6th year as head 
coach of the Seton Hall University girls’ 
varsity tennis team.  The Pirates won their 
first match of the Spring season by beating 
Towson, 6-1.  Overall the club is (1-6)…Jim 
Campion, formerly of Sayreville recently 
resigned as head coach of the Bethany Col-
lege (Kansas) women’s basketball team after 
4 ½ years at the helm.  The team had a tough 
season going (5-24).  Campion has been a 
Phys. Ed. And Science instructor for over 
30 years…Olivia Gorczynski, a Cardinal 
McCarrick grad, has turned in an exciting 
soph season at Chestnut Hill College (PA).  
She tied for best scoring average 11.1, and 
was #2 in total points-267, and also led the 
Griffins with 58, three pointers, and 38 steals 
despite missing several games with an injury 
… Julio Rosario, a Cardinal McCarrick 
alumnus helped William Paterson University 
to a (17-10) record by leading the squad 
with 55 assists.  He also scored 98 points, 
3.9 avg…Chrissy Keir, a 5-3 guard for the 
University of Charleston, from Cardinal 
McCarrick, had a strong senior year, leading 
the Golden Eagles with 137 assists, 4.7, and 
also most free throws made-79.  She was also 
second in free throw percentage-.782.  Keir 
scored 249 points, 8.6…New Jersey City 
University women’s bowling team features 
a local flavor in the likes of assistant coach 
and talented PBA bowler, Rusty Thomsen, 
formerly of Morgan, now in his 11th season, 
and Cardinal McCarrick grad and standout 
bowler, Nicole Baginsky…  

All-GMC Basketball
Selections

Locals chosen to the boys’ All-GMC 
basketball teams were: White Division-Co-
rey Taite, Sayreville; Sky Harris, Jaquantee 
Madden, Cardinal McCarrick.  Gold Divi-
sion-Steve Herdman, Joe Fruncillo, South 
Amboy.  Congratulations to all!

Basketball 
Fundraiser

A Basketball Fundraiser for Ryan 
Hansen will be held on Sat., March 23 at 
St. Bernadette Church gym in Parlin.  Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. and the game between the 
Sayrewoods South Baseball Coaches vs. the 
Cougar Football Coaches of Old Bridge be-
gins at 7:30 p.m.  Ryan Hansen is 2 years old 
and has undergone three surgeries so far for 
a brain aneurysm.  Admission is FREE; food 
and gift baskets will be for sale, along with 
raffles, tricky tray and 50/50 throughout the 
evening.  Any donations or questions should 
be directed to Norine at 732-236-5327.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1970-The Hoffman Governors’ boys basketball team consisted of standing (l-r) Coach 
Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski, Gary Read, Gary Lange, Jim Keegan, Tom Wortley, Bob 
Levins, Larry Kurzawa, Jim Pavlonnis.  Kneeling (l-r) Jim Croddick, Ron Croddick.

Bombers Great Tim 
Brand Dies

Tim Brand, 53, one of Sayreville High 
School’s greatest shortstops in history, died 
on March 3rd.  He was an All-County and 
All-State selection in 1976 and 1977 for 
the Bombers.   

Glory Days 
In Local 
Sports

1954-St. Rose boys’ 
basketball club nipped St. 
Mary’s 54-52 in double 
overtime in Class B state 
tourney action.  Jerry Gorc-
zyca topped the Saints with 
25 points and Adam Lovely 
added 11.  1961-Hoffman 
boys’ basketball team won its 2nd game of the 
season, ripping Rutgers Prep, 83-51.  Gene 
Lopez topped all scorers with 20 points, and 
was followed by Carl Wernett 17, Bob Po-
etsch 16, and Jerry Drill 15.  1972-Sayreville 
boys’ hoops squad annihilated Middletown, 
99-58.  Steve Makwinski pace the offensive 
explosion with 31 points, and was followed 
by Wayne Kreiger 15, Ray Borup 14, John 
Wojcik 10.  1984-St. Mary’s boys’ basketball 
team shocked Sayreville, 60-42 in a game 
played at the Meadowlands.  Jim Byrne led 
the way with 14 points, followed by his 
brother Joe who tossed in 11.  1996-South 
Amboy girls’ basketball team won the run-
ner-up trophy in its own tournament, as it 
defeated Sayreville, 47-34.  Kim Peterson led 
the way with 12 points, and Hanna Glomska 
added 11.  2002-Sayreville girls’ winter track 
team ran its record to (3-0) by defeating Perth 
Amboy, 45-32.  Winners were: 55-Andrea 
Sarvetnick, 1600-Jen Didik, 3200-Lindsey 
Kelly, shot put-Jessica Tirpak, high jump-Jen 
Caro. 

T.H.E. 
Game

Year-1961
Sport-Basketball
Teams-Hoffman vs. South River
Recap-Bob Poetsch hit 2 free throws with 
1:00 left in the game to put the Guvs ahead 
59-58, but South River’s Andy Dustal con-
nected on a set shot with 0:15 remaining 
to win it for the Rams.  Sophomore John 
Lange burned the nets for 20 points, while 
Poetsch scored 15 and Carl Wernett 13 for 
the Purple & Gold. 
Player-of-the-Game-John Lange

Looking Back At 
1960

Remember in 1960 when the Harlem 
Magicians basketball team came to St. 
Mary’s Msgr. Griffin Gym to play the 
Middlesex County All-Stars?  The place 
was packed with basketball fans who wanted 
to see the zany antics of this traveling bas-
ketball show, and the Magicians did not 
disappoint.  

Led by “The World’s Greatest Drib-
bler,” Marques Haynes, the men from Har-
lem went into their football and basketball 
routines, and “shook up” the fans with their 
water bucket trick.  Their passing and fancy 
plays were nearly flawless, and they even 
incorporated referees Frank and John Zebro 
into some of their acts, using them as their 
“fall” guys.

The Magicians won easily, 43-27, as 
Josh Grider led the way with 18 points.  For 
Middlesex, Joe Banas scored 13 points, and 
South Amboy’s Jim Inman tossed in 12.

1960-In Men’s basketball action, Sacred 
Heart A.C. blasted the Meade Street Aces of 
Perth Amboy, 81-40.  Ray “Butch” Tomasze-
wski was the big scorer for the Hearts with 
25 points.  Ed Paczkowski followed with 
16, while Tom Kuc and Tom Cross scored 
12 apiece.

Men’s Basketball-
1973

The South Amboy Men’s Senior Bas-
ketball League featured 13 teams.  The 
following is the order they finished the 
regular season with their won-lost records: 
English Chevron 12-0; Far Out Trucking 
11-1; Bay City Liquors 10-2; Mike’s Corner 
8-4; Poncho’s Pilots 8-4; White Eagle 6-6; 
Bowery 6-6; The Halfway House 5-7; Hot 
Dog City 4-8; South Amboy A.A. 3-9; The 
Highlanders 2-10; Mountaineer Spartans 
1-11; Pills Poppers 1-11.

English Chevron was the perennial 
powerhouse in the league.  The team featured 
All-City 1st Team selections Gary Lange 
20.1 ppg., and Fran Fitzmorris 18.3 along 
with other standout basketball players Ed 
Suchcicki 13.0, Nick Charmello 9.4, John 
Lange 9.1, Bill Connors 7.6, Jerry Drill 7.5, 
Rick Ferguson 5.2, who was also chosen 
“Coach of the Year.”   St. Mary’s legends 
George Krzyzanowski and Jack Kreiger 
also played a few games apiece for the 
champions. 

40 Years Ago
1973-St. Mary’s (9-6) hammered Hoff-

man (1-14) in Game #2 of the City Series, 
84-54.  Mark Clark took scoring honors 
with 24 points, and got plenty of help from 
teammates Austin O’Malley and Rich Krzy-
zanowski who split 34 points.  The Governors 
scoring parade was led by John Szatkowski  
with 15 points, Bob Stillwagon 11, Mike 
Downs and George Bongiorno added 10 
tallies apiece.

1973-St. Mary’s Eaglettes (as they were 
nicknamed back then) girls’ basketball team 
was eliminated in the first round of the state 
tournament  by Woodbridge, 51-46.   The 
Barrons were one of the best clubs in the 
state with a (16-1) record, but St. Mary’s put 
up a valiant battle thanks to Kate Durnien, 
who tossed in 17 points. 

60 Years Ago
1953-Sayreville’s standout all-around 

athlete, Joe Rudy broke 2 basketball records 
in a 75-51 triumph over St. Peter’s.  Rudy 
scored 41 to shatter Bob Mytnick’s record of 
39, which he set in 1947, and also the season 
record for points, which was 341, also set  
by Mytnick during the ’47 season.   

MOOKIE CIZEWSKI VS. ST MARY’S IN THE WINTER OF’58
By  HENNY THE DJ

When you ride across Stevens Avenue 
towards Main Street, at Augusta Street you 
begin the block long journey along side of 
the St. Mary’s complex. On the right side, 
of course, is St Mary’s Church and Convent, 
but on the left side until you come to Second 
Street you pass St Mary’s High School and 
more importantly, for this story, St Mary’s 
Gym. The Cardinal McCarrick moniker 
being for another writer and another time. 
That Saint Mary’s Gym opened in 1958 was 
a really big deal. For one thing, it was the 
foremost high school or college basketball 
facility in the county. None bigger or better. 
Even today, a full 55 years later, it doesn’t 
have to take a back seat to any other facility 
for size and quality of construction.

Secondly, because of a fire in 1954 that 
completely destroyed the gym/auditorium on 
the top floor of the old high school, for four 
long years there was no gym at all for the 
students of St Mary’s and more importantly 
for their proud basketball program. No Gym. 

No place to practice. No place for the big St 
Mary’s Grammar school to play or develop 
talent. No feeder program. No sense of 
athletic community. And, most painfully, 
no home games for the Eighth Grade, Junior 
Varsity, or Varsity Basketball Teams. 

So, when on a Sunday Afternoon in 
1958 after an absence of four years, St 
Mary’s fans were treated to a good St Mary’s 
team playing a very good Sayreville team 
in that big, spanking new Gym you were 
lucky to be able to get a seat. The gym was 
packed. This particular game  must have 
been a tournament game because there was 
no Jay Vee game, so my fellow Sophomore 
Jay Vee players: Eddie Conroy, Boo Boo 
Sullivan, Bobbie Graber and I came in the 
player’s entrance but had to scramble up to 
the balcony to find a  spot to see the game. 
And it was a nail biter.

Fifty-five years later I can still see those 
glaring ceiling gym lights way up in that 
balcony where we were closer to the lights 

than to the game itself. I can see the beloved 
Navy Blue and Gold uniforms of our heroic 
Varsity Basketball  players, and the hated and 
evil grey and blue of the Sayreville Bombers 
ruining those colors for me for the rest of my 
life. The noise of the crowd truly deafening 
and manic. The sound of ecstatic, thrilling 
happiness and agonizing despair following 
every missed or made jump shot, layup, or 
fast break. 

In that game I now only remember three 
players. One was Pat Mullane who had a great 
game that day all over the court on defense. 
His brother, John Mullane, had a fantastic 
game and his series of long jump shots from 
the side of the key kept St Mary’s right in the 
game against this talented Sayreville team. 
St Mary’s coach, Woody McCarthy, who was 
a wonderful coach to play for, was really 
into the game and making the adjustments 
that countered every move that the Bombers 
made. Except for one. And that was one was 
Mookie. Ronnie “Mookie” Cizewski.  Why, 

Mookie, why?
Look. I don’t remember the blow by 

blow account of the game, but I do remember 
this: Saint Mary’s had it won. Except that 
with time running out and two defenders in 
his face, Mookie went up for a jump shot 
off the dribble, a lot closer to half court 
than to the top of the key and swished it to 
take the game into overtime. Saint Mary’s 
fighting and scrambling all the way against 
a better team, took a one point lead into the 
final seconds of the overtime period. Time 
running out. The fans making a screaming 
noises I’ll bet could never repeat again …the 
ball goes to Mookie at half court, his back to 
the basket, Mookie has to make a turn around 
jump shot with no time on the clock…it’s 
up. You don’t even have to ask. You know 
the answer already. He swished it. Of course, 
he made it. And every true ball player out 
there, man or woman..knows what it feels 
like to lose like that. And it ain’t purty. And 
you don’t forget it. Even 55 years later.

85 Years Ago
1928-St. Mary’s boys’ basketball team 

trounced South Amboy 39-12 before 1,000 
fans.  St. Mary’s coached by Charley Ep-
pinger was led by John Zdanewicz with 12 
points, followed by Stan “Sweets” Jankowski 
11, and Johnny Grimes 10 points.  Also 
seeing action for the Saints was Walling, 
Lagoda, Gelsinon.  The SA players were 
Nicorvo, Lawrence, Gene “Jimmy” Do-
brzynski, William Kurtz, Hourahan, Fred 
Reese, Morris.  

St. Mary’s went on to finish with an 
incredible (24-3) record, and scored 102 
points in one game against Jamesburg.  For 
the season, they averaged 39 points per game, 
and were third highest in the state with 38 
points in one quarter.

55 Years Ago
CYO Days

1958-St. Mary’s shocked Sacred Heart 
52-35 for the Amboy Area District CYO 
regular season title.  The Saints were paced 
by Tom Pristavec and Ed “Ned” Moran with 
16 points apiece, Joe Viggiano 9, Smith 7, 
Noble 4.  Graber and Kurtz also saw limited 
action.  The SH scoring read as follows: Wojie 
7, Ed Pietraszka 6, Tom Kuc 5, Boyes 3.  St. 
Mary’s won the first half of the season honors, 
and were tied with Sacred Heart going into 
the final regular season game.  

40 Years Ago
1973-Rich Krzyzanowski’s 2 clutch free 

throws gave St. Mary’s at thrilling 61-60 
victory over Mater Dei in the South Jersey 
Parochial B quarterfinals.  Krzyzanowski fin-
ished a brilliant performance with 27 points 
and 18 rebounds, while Austin O’Malley 
chipped in with 12 points…In the semis, 
powerful Red Bank Catholic blasted the 
Eagles, 105-66.  Krzyzanowski tossed in 19, 
Mark Clark 15, and soph Joe Kolakowski 
scored 10 points.

10 Years Ago
In the South Jersey Parochial B girls’ 

basketball quarterfinals, Cardinal McCarrick 
shelled St. Joseph’s Hammonton, 49-34.  Erin 
Kilduff scored 12 points, and dished out 6 
assists, while Meghan Langan connected 
for 10 points, ripped 15 rebounds, and had 
6 blocks.  Lindsay Tone added 8 points and 
5 steals…In the semis, the Lady Eagles 
bowed to a strong St. Rose team, 50-33.  
Freshman Karen Guszkowski led the way 
with 10 points.

30 Years Ago
1983-The Hoffman Lady Guvs soccer 

team had a tough year and finished at (3-10-
3).  Junior Dot Croddick led the team with 6 
goals.  She was followed by Cindi DeFort 5, 
Nadine Puccio 3, Amy Petrosky 2, and she 
also had a team high of 5 assists.
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1963 Group I Basketball Champions-The legendary Hoffman H.S. boys basketball 
championship team is pictured (l-r) Chet Meinzer, Mike “Woody” McCarthy, Dennis Wood, 
Jim Odom, Ken Wahler, Coach Jim Croddick, John Lange, Jerry Drill, Manny Formoso, 
Ted Reick, Paul Nagy.

Hoffman Won State Title 50 Years Ago50th Anniversary Of Hoffman’s 
Basketball Championship

By Tom Burkard
March 23, 1963 is one of the most 

memorable dates in South Amboy sports 
history.  Under the leadership of Coach Jim 
Croddick, the Hoffman High School boys’ 
basketball team invaded the Atlantic City 
Convention Hall in quest of the N.J.S.I.A.A. 
Group I state championship.  The Guvs (14-7) 
were considered the Cinderella team in the 
tourney, and were huge underdogs against 
the highly-explosive Wood Ridge (20-2) 
team.  The Purple & Gold fought its way 
to the title showdown by trouncing Henry 
Hudson, 70-48, and Wildwood, 80-64 in 
the semifinals.

The Guvs’ starting five consisted of lo-
cal basketball legends, John “Red” Lange, 
Ken Wahler, Manny Formoso, Jerry Drill 
and Dennis Wood.  The ready reserves were 
Mike “Woody” McCarthy, Chet Meinzer, Ted 
Reick, Jim Odom and Paul Nagy.

Over 5,000 spectators witnessed the 
see-saw battle, as the lead changed hands 
numerous times.  With only 0:02 showing 
on the scoreboard, and the Guvs trailing 
56-54, Wahler saved the game by firing in 
a beautiful, clutch 10-foot jumper from the 
side, to send the contest into overtime.

In the extra session, Lange came through 
big-time, by scoring four of Hoffman’s seven 
points, as the hometown kids outscored 
Wood Ridge, 7-4 to capture the Group 
I State Championship, 63-60.  The title 
marked the school’s first state basketball 
crown since 1939.  Lange burned the nets 
for 26 points and Wahler added 16 to lead 
the champions.

Immediately following the game, the 
players heaped praise upon their coach, Jim 
Croddick.  Lange said that, “Mr. Croddick 
is the nicest guy in the world.  He taught us 

all we know about basketball.  If it wasn’t 
for him, we wouldn’t be here right now with 
the trophy.”  Drill added, “It’s all the coach.  
He was the one that told us how to win.  We 
just played the game.”

The ’63 state champs were super-heroes 
around South Amboy.  They were honored 
by various organizations with banquets and 
dinners, but most memorable to a 12-year old 
from St. Mary’s Grammar School, was the 
huge parade that lasted over an hour, as the 
impressionable youngster watched intently 
with his dad from the ’57 Chevy parked 
on the corner of Henry St. and Broadway, 
(where the Blue Moon is now located).  
Coaches, players, and cheerleaders were 
driven around the city in 10 convertibles, 
while spectators cheered “our boys” wildly.  
The legendary Cloverleaf String Band pro-
vided musical entertainment for locals who 
lined the streets.

The Hoffman HS cheerleaders, whose 
spirit, pep and encouragement inspired the 
players throughout the season, were Captain 
Cynthia Kurtz, Sandra McCook, Ann Marie 
Stankowitz, Ruth Rittenhouse, Elaine Read, 
Joyce Letts, Kathleen Tarallo, and Margaret 
Smith.  Dora Vogel was the cheerleaders’ 
coach.

The champions received many honors 
and awards following the season.  Lange-1st 
Team All-County, 1st Team All-State Group 
I; Formoso-2nd Team All-County; Wahler-3rd 
Team All-County, 3rd Team All-State Group 
I; Wood-Honorable Mention All-State Group 
I; Drill-Honorable Mention All-County, 
Honorable Mention All State Group I.

A few members of the great ’63 club 
commented on the team and their huge mo-
ment in South Amboy sports history:

John Lange-“I’ll always remember the 
unity and togetherness.  We were really a 
team!  The most important thing was win-
ning.  It was started by Coach Croddick, 
who gave us our attitude.”

Jerry Drill-“Kenny Wahler put in the 
biggest shot in the history of South Amboy 
basketball to tie the game and send it into 
overtime.  John Lange also had a huge game 
for us.”

Ken Wahler-“When we went into the 
huddle, there was no set play.  It was going 
to whoever got open, and I happened to be 
open.”  

Mike “Woody” McCarthy-“I’ll always 
remember Wahler hitting the two-point shot 
from the corner with 2 seconds left to tie 
the game and bring it to overtime.  That 
was a key shot!  Today, it would have been 
a 3-pointer.”

Personally, this 6th grader and “sports 
nut” from the other school, will always re-
member listening intently to the play-by-play 

on WCTC radio in the kitchen, and rooting 
for Hoffman to win it.  I also remember a 
very proud and jubilant Coach Croddick 
being interviewed on the air following the 
victory.

This Hoffman team was a group of great 
guys, not only superb athletes, but also fine 
young men, who gave so many pre-teens in 
South Amboy, someone to look up to, try 
to emulate, and possibly one day become 
champions as well, just like Coach Jim 
Croddick’s championship team.

That one magical night of March 23, 
1963, will live on in South Amboy sports 
history as one of its greatest and most proud 
moments.

NOTE: Let’s take a moment to pause 
and remember the deceased members of the 
Hoffman H.S. 1963 Group I State Champi-
onship team: Coach Jim Croddick, Manny 
Formoso, Dennis Wood, Paul Nagy, Jim 
Odom, Ted Reick.  God Bless them! 



       March 23, 2013   South Amboy-Sayreville Times20

WWW.?

February Winners
Last month’s mystery photo was of the 

Sayreville Pump Station/Middlesex County 
Utility Authority Pump Station located on 
Canal St. in Sayreville.  The winners who 
correctly identified the structure were: Pat & 
Bill Scully, Marian Mills, Renee N. Parsons, 
W. Tom Kross, Bruce Grankowski, Marc 
Matuskiewicz, Peggy & Steve Yuhas, Chuck 
Pickard, Pam Kenny, James Creed, Shawn 
Switzer, Lisa Grankowski.  Congratulations 
to all!

Hi Tom,
First of all, great 

February coverage 
of the Songs 
for Sayreville 
e v e n t  a n d 
the ongoing 
recovery, in-
cluding Bob Se-
kerak’s efforts amid 
the damage down at the American 
Legion, and the strange boat that’s still 
stranded down the beach.  At this point, I 
hope the boat stays there.

Best of all was the invitation to recall 
the Gay 90’s and the ‘tomato pies’ by which 
all others are defined to this day, at least for 
me.  We have a Big Bill’s NY Pizza here in 
Denver that on its best day is up there with a 
90’s pie, but not quite.  A lack of consistency 
was something you never had to worry about 
when Stas’ and Joe were slinging the sauce.  
Every pie was like the one before and the 
one after: perfectly, prototypically, cracker 
thin and crispy (so as to defy folding), and 
smelling of heaven.  (Things changed later 
on, unfortunately).

I remember many times sitting back at 
the end of the bar chowin’ down, or standing 
in the kitchen as Joe boxed me up a few to 
go, and inevitably someone would pop their 
head in the back door.  “Can I get a large, 
Joe,” they’d ask.  “OK, five minutes.”  It 
was all part of the charm.  Two large, three 
large…always five minutes.  And Joe was 
never far off.

Bob Toye
Formerly  of 139A Rosewell St.
South Amboy

Tom,
My memory of the Gay 90’s is in the 

early ‘70’s going to the kitchen door with 
my friends, picking up a pizza and all get-
ting containers of beer, we were all in high 
school!  Only in South Amboy.  P.S. It was 
the first bar I was served at.

Bob Fell
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Tom,
Keep up the great job and those old 

pictures coming!
James Creed
South Amboy

My Mother And My 
Best Friend

By Richard Wendell
She’s gone to the heavens above
To be with the others
She so dearly loved
Though short in stature
She was a giant filled with love
Her life was abound with family and 
friends
Found peace and plenty 
With all lives she crossed
Brought only love and caring
With her life each day,
I don’t think she could hate,
It was not her way.
Teaching all others how important it was
To let love, faith and humor fill
Our every day
Organize, organize, clean and dust each 
day
Drove dad, Judi and I near crazy
In almost every way.
Sewing, stitching, quilting and canning
With family and friends she so dearly 
loved.
Later writing, creating and running
For all she loved
Made us dizzy to watch,
How could we not love
She’s gone from us now,
To a place filled with love,
Enriching it greatly goes her soul
On the wings of a dove.
Stand aside St. Peter, look around
God of love
She’s coming to enrich the heavens above.
Clear a path for us all
To meet once again
“Here comes Nursey”
My mother and my best friend.
*Rich Wendell was the owner of Olde Towne 
Deli on South Broadway in South Amboy 
for many years.

Gay 90’s Memory
SA Times feature writer Clem Skarzyn-

ski recalled that when the bar on First St. was 
known as the Gay 90’s, it was owned by Stan 
& Louise, (could not recall last name) who 
lived on Liberty St. in Fords.  This of course 
was prior to being purchased by Tom & Chet 
Wortley, and becoming Chet’s 90’s.

Trip To Hunterdon 
Hills Playhouse
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 

trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on Friday, 
June 28, 2013 to see the Branson Country 
Show – “Honky-Tonks & Heartaches” with 
Tim Gillis. The cost of the trip is $85.00 
which includes: the cost of the show, lunch, 
bus transportation and bus driver gratuity. 
Snacks will be provided on the return trip. 
The bus will leave at 10AM from the lower 
church parking lot and return approximately 
6PM. For further information or to make a 
reservation, contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Community Wide 
Yard Sale

Clean out your Garages, Basements 
and Attics at the South Amboy Y’s Yard 
Sale on Saturday, March 23, 2013. Tables 
will be available in our Gymnasium from 
9am-3pm so you can sell those unused items 
that have been piling up in your house. Craft 
vendors are also welcome. Set up will begin 
at 7:30am. The price is $25 for one table, and 
$40 for two tables. Table registration fees 
will support the Y’s Strong Kids Campaign, 
which provides scholarship assistance to 
members of the community. At the Y, no 
one is turned away for the inability to pay. 
Please contact Roxann DeVoe to reserve your 
table at 732-316-8217 or roxann.devoe@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

This former local business had a few owners through the years, and any one of the 
establishment’s names will be accepted as a correct answer.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

“The Instigator” 
Boat

Last month we ran a photo of “The 
Instigator” boat still on the rocks of Raritan 
Bay at Waterfront Park, four months after 
superstorm Sandy ripped through.  After 
speaking to several people about the boat, the 
best theory was that the boat owner probably 
has no insurance to have it removed, even 
though it’s their responsibility to do so.  

the unselfish help by friends, such as 
Mike Scanlon and Brian Stolte, who covered 
the doors of admission, Cindy and Gary 
Poland, Heather & Adam Poland, Jess and 
Mike Reccoppa, and my loving wife, Kathy 
for handling the drawings, and so much 
“other behind the scenes” help throughout 
the planning stages of the event.  To Dawn 
and the ladies at Bello’s for a “grueling” 
day behind the bar and tables to such a 
large crowd.

To our Mayor,  his honor,  Mr. Kennedy  
O’Brien for his guidance and putting aside 
of “party lines” to be there to address the 
crowd, and be among his constituents, when 
other elected officials were not.  There were 
no “special invitations.”  Special thanks to 
Sayreville Schools Superintendent Frank 
Alfano for allowing the distribution of fly-
ers to the schools.  It was a family-friendly 
community event.  Thank you, Mr. Mayor, 
from all who were there.  To Tommy Burkard 
for bringing the crowd to its feet with your 
versions of “Gloria” and “Hanky Panky,” and 
to Brian Stratton for an incredible pictorial 
layout of the event in The SA Times.  To Mr. 
Dennis Bello—I told you we could throw 
one hell of a party.  We couldn’t have done it 
without you, your staff and “home.”  Thanks, 
Dennis.  Stella Morrison and Co. from the 
Suburban, Jennifer Englehart, The News 

Rumbles From The 
Rock ‘N’ Roll Reunion

(Continued from page 13)

Tribune—thanks guys for the write-ups and 
pics.  Maria Milito at Q 104.3 FM—What 
can I say kiddo.  You’re always there to help.  
Great “air time.”  Thanks again, and to all 
the jox at the “Q!”

To the numerous bands and musicians 
who offered their services and talents, but 
we just couldn’t fit in (unless we were at the 
Garden).  Many thanks.

So, as you can see, it takes the help 
and concern of really great people to put 
together a gathering of friends and neigh-
bors to help friends and neighbors.  So to 
you all, a sincere “thank you” for coming 
together to make “Songs For Sayreville” 
such a huge success.

Also, a quick shout-out to our dear 
friend and fellow musician, guitarist from 
“The Thundertones,” and “Collage,” Mr. 
Roy Elyea—a “Speedy Recovery” and get 
well quick.  We need  you playin’ rock ‘n’ 
roll Roy!  

So, till next time boys and girls—Rock 
‘n’ Roll, and be well…  

Historical Society 
Open House

On April 6, 2013 the Historical Society 
of South Amboy will be hosting an OPEN 
HOUSE exhibit located at the Senior Center,  
S Stevens Ave., South Amboy, NJ.  The time 
of the event is 1PM to 3PM.  Admission is 
free and there will be free refreshments.  Take 
some time and visit the days of yesteryear 
while you view old photos, articles, post 
cards and artifacts.  The exhibit will not 
only feature items from South Amboy, but 
artifacts from world events.  This is a great 
way to learn about some of the significant 
events that shaped the City of South Amboy 
and has made it what it is today.
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Past Businesses Remebered

Gap’s Corner was located on the corner of Bordentown & South Pine Avenues, where 
Jacqueline’s Florist is now.  Does anyone know what Gap’s was previously called, or who 
the owners were?  Maybe you have a special Gap’s memory to share.  Send it to: satimes@
aol.com.  (Photo by Joe Mantz, courtesy of Paul Bouchard, Mary Szaro, President of the 
Historical Society of South Amboy)

How many SA Times readers have great memories (or any memories) of the Deerfield Inn 
at Sayreville?  Does anyone know what year this business was started, and closed?  Drop 
us a line at: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo by Joe Mantz, courtesy of Paul Bouchard, Mary 
Szaro, President of the Historical Society of South Amboy)

Star Spangled 
Banner

(4th Verse)
By Francis Scott Key

Adaptation By Mel Meszaros
Oh thus be it ever when free men shall 
stand
Between their loved homes and Sandy’s 
devastation
Blessed with friendship and care
May the heaven rescued land 
Praise the power that made and protected 
our state
Then rebuild we must, 
For our cause it is just
And this be our motto,
“In God is our trust,”
And then the Star Spangled Banner 
In triumph shall wave
Over the land of the free
And the home of the brave.

Dean’s List
Renee Parsons of South Amboy was 

named to the Dean’s List for the fall semester 
at Kean University and UMDNJ School of 
Health Related Professions, Union.  She has a 
dual major in psychology and psychological 
rehabilitation.  Renee is the daughter of Bill 
and Renee Parsons.

Kyle Septor of South Amboy was named 
to the Dean’s List for the fall semester at 
Penn State Unviersity.

Ramapo College named the follow-
ing local students to the Dean’s List for 
the fall semester: Parlin-Erik Leonhardt, 
Samantha Mazza, Daniel Vaccariello; 
Sayreville-Weston Kulick, Anna Potenski, 
Rose Rendon; South Amboy-Amanda Coyle, 
Matthew Hessel, Lauren Pry.  Congratula-
tions to all!

Lifeguard 
Certification Class

The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 
offer an American Red Cross Lifeguard 
Class from March 25-29 at the South Amboy 
Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in 
South Amboy, NJ.  The class will meet daily 
from 4-8pm.

Upon successful course completion, 
lifeguard training candidates will receive 
an American Red Cross Lifeguarding and 
Standard First Aid certificate valid for 3 
years, and a CPR/AED for the Professional 
Rescuer certificate valid for 1 year.

Lifeguard training candidates must be 
at least 15 years of age, able to demonstrate 
continuous swim for 16 lengths of the pool 
using the breaststroke and front crawl stroke, 
tread water for 2 minutes, and retrieve a 
10lb brick from the deep and of the pool, 
then swim 20 yards back within 1 minute 
44 seconds.

The Lifeguard Certification Class fee 
is $250 for Members and $295 for Non-
Members. Please visit the Welcome Desk of 
the South Amboy YMCA to register for the 
class.  Space is limited.  For more informa-
tion, contact Sarah Navarro at 732-316-8209 
or sarah.navarro@ymcaofmewsa.org.

Diabetes Alert Day
Mike Manfre, Physical Director, 

South Amboy Y
Tuesday, March 26, is Diabetes Alert 

Day, and the South Amboy Branch YMCA 
wants residents of the South Amboy and 
Sayreville community to be aware of their 
risk for prediabetes and type 2 diabetes and 
preventative steps they can take today to 
reduce that risk.  Currently, nearly 26 million 
Americans have diabetes and one in three (79 
million) people have prediabetes, a condition 
where blood glucose is elevated, but not high 
enough for a diabetes diagnosis.

The nation’s struggle with obesity and 
type 2 diabetes is no surprise, but the amount 
of people with prediabetes is a growing is-
sue that can be prevented or delayed with 
lifestyle changes such as healthy eating and 
physical activity. People with prediabetes 
are at risk for not only developing type 2 
diabetes, but cardiovascular diseases, stroke 
and other conditions.

“Lifestyle changes can help prevent 
developing type 2 diabetes but the key is to 
recognize the risk and determine what needs 
to be done” said Keisha Griffin, Y Diabetes 
Prevention Program Coordinator. “You don’t 
have to make the changes alone – the YMCA 
of Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge & South 
Amboy can help through the Y’s Diabetes 
Prevention Program, which educates par-
ticipants on healthy eating, physical activity 
and other behavior changes.”

As one of the nation’s leading nonprof-
its dedicated to strengthening community 
through healthy living, the South Amboy 
Y is urging community residents to assess 
their risk for prediabetes and type 2 diabetes 
by visiting YMCA.net/diabetes. Individu-
als can learn how background and lifestyle 
choices help determine the ultimate risk for 
prediabetes and type 2 diabetes. Several fac-
tors that could put a person at risk for type 2 
diabetes include family history, age, weight 
and activity level, among others.

Some basic lifestyle changes that con-

tribute to weight loss and healthy living can 
decrease the risk for type 2 diabetes. Among 
these are: eat fruits and vegetables every day; 
choose fish, lean meats, and poultry without 
skin; aim for whole grains with every meal; 
be moderately active at least 30 minutes per 
day five days a week; choose water to drink 
instead of beverages with added sugar; and 
speak to your doctor about your diabetes 
risk factors, especially if you have a family 
history of the disease or are overweight.  

To learn more about the Y’s Diabetes 
Prevention Program, please contact Keisha 
Griffin at 732-516-9200 x1112 or ydpp@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

Falling snow or the cold winter weather couldn’t stop South Amboy’s Amy Caputo and 
her white German Shepherd Max from their walk at Waterfront Park on St. Patrick’s Day.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard) 
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Yankees Bus Trips
The Sayreville Recreation Department 

is running bus trips to watch the New York 
Yankees battle it out in America’s favorite 
past time. Come join us as we cheer on the 
New York Yankees for these exciting bus 
trips:

May 3, 2013 – Yankees vs. the Oakland 
Athletics 

June 21, 2013 – Yankees vs. the Tampa 
Bay Rays

July 12, 2013 – Yankees vs. the Min-
nesota Twins

August 30, 2013 – Yankees vs. the 
Baltimore Orioles

Cost for the tickets are $75.00 for each 
game and are on a first come first served 
basis.  All games are 7:05pm games and the 
bus will leave the Mickey Sedlak Recreation 
Center at 4:45pm sharp. Price includes bus 
transportation, ticket to the game, and light 
refreshments, a great deal for all. Please con-
tact the Recreation Office at 732-390-7096 
for more information. Let’s Go Yankees!

Tween Lock-In at 
the South Amboy Y!

The South Amboy Branch YMCA 
will be hosting a Lock-In for Y members 
aged 10-13, geared towards keeping kids 
off drugs and alcohol.  The Lock-In will 
start at 10pm on Friday, March 29 and last 
until 7am on Saturday, March 30.  The Y 
will provide a night full of entertainment, 
music, and fun!

0Lock-In Participants will have access 
to the pool until 12:30am, and have the op-
tion to play sports in the gym, Wii games, 
watch movies, or play board games all night.  
Food will be provided at the beginning of the 
night, and snacks will be served throughout 
the Lock-In.  Kids should bring a bathing suit 
and towel if they plan to go swimming.

The cost is $25 per member and $30 per 
non-member.  Please visit the Welcome Desk 
of the South Amboy YMCA to register for the 
Lock-In.  Space is limited.  For more informa-
tion, contact Mike Manfre at 732-316-8208 
or mike.manfre@ymcaofmewsa.org.

Rock & Rant
By Rev. Buck Daddy Flash

Despite it’s last stitch effort to stay 
around longer than we wanted, winter has 
left the building. Spring is here to greet us 
with a warm smile and heart felt hug. Our 
days are getting longer, the dreaded browns 
are changing to green, and the comforting 
scents of this fine warm season are floating 
on Seals and Crofts Summer Breeze. On that 
Summer Breeze I was excited to catch a whiff 
of pizza coming from Camillo’s kitchen as I 
was running by just last week. It’s fantastic 
to see some people who lost everything just a 
few months ago start to move back into their 
homes and businesses. This is further proof 
that you may push us back but you can’t keep 
us down. We as people of New Jersey are 
strong and seem to fight each other when all 
is well, but, when times get tough we stick 
together to help our brothers and sisters in 
need. People came out of the woodwork to 
help total strangers get back on their feet. I 
saw acts of kindness coming from all walks 
of life and these are the things that make us 
Jersey Strong. Like Jefferson Airplane sing 
,we are the volunteers of America and that’s 
what makes this place a pretty great place 
to be. Enjoy. 
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Kelly Gorman of Cardinal McCarrick High 
School in South Amboy competed at the 
NJSIAA (New Jersey State Interscholastic 
Athletic Association) Meet of Champions. 
The tournament was contested at Tom 
River’s Bennett Athletic Center, affectionately 
referred to as “The Bubble.”  Kelly took on all 
of the 800 meter finalists for the top ranking 
in this event in the State of New Jersey. It is 
considered a great accomplishment to get 
to the level in running, especially since not 
everyone gets to advance after two rounds 
of intense competition.  Kelly finished 28th 
in the state and also was awarded the 2013 
Sportsmanship award for Indoor Track. 
Pictured (l-r) Chelsea Callan CMHS Assistant 
Track Coach, Kelly Gorman, Christine Altland 
CMHS Head Track Coach. (Photo/Info 
Submitted)

Concert At 
Sayreville

On Tuesday, April 2nd, Sandy Sasso and 
her orchestra will perform a concert at the 
Sayreville Senior Center, Main St., Sayreville 
starting at 7:30 p.m.  The event is sponsored 
by The Cultural Arts Council of the Borough 
of Sayreville, and admission is FREE with 
light refreshments.  All ages are welcome.  
For more info call 732-690-4712.

Bus Trip To Atlantic 
City

On Sat., an Atlantic City Bus Trip to 
Trump Taj Mahal will be held as a fundraiser 
for the American Diabetes Association.  Bus 
leaves at 9:45 a.m. from President Park Fire-
house, 5 Roosevelt Blvd., Parlin, and returns 
approximately 8 p.m. (6 hours in casino).  
Cost is $30 with $30 return on casino card.  
For info and tickets call Linda Fedorka at 
732-727-9659.  

Women In South Amboy
Voted Before 19th Amendment

By Fran Fitzmorris
I was completely taken by surprise 

when I came upon this story.  I never that 
not only in NJ, but in most of the other 
states, women were allowed to take part in 
the voting process, but not to elect anyone.  
That didn’t happen until Aug. 26, 1920, with 
the passage of the 19th Amendment—the 
Suffrage Amendment.  In 1894, a NJ state 
law had been passed that gave women the 
right to vote to help elect men to the local 
school boards and to determine town bud-
gets every year.  There were 2 other states 
that allowed women to vote under the same 
circumstances, Massachusetts and Vermont.  
On July 25, 1894, the first two women to 
be given the honor of ever voting in a town 
election were both teachers in the town 
public school system.  They were Mary L. 
La Rue and Mrs. Angelina Van Cleff, both 
long-standing members as teachers.  For 
some unknown reason, they were to be the 
only two women who voted that day.  Well, 
it didn’t turn out that way!

In the meantime, there was a meeting 
being held at St. Mary’s Hall attended by 200 
women, who were planning a picnic for Salt 
Water Day in August, which was to be held 
at Swan Hill.  The election was scheduled 
for Borough Hall, located on John St. at 3 
p.m.  A delay took place when no paper on 
which to record the votes was to be found.  
A messenger was sent out to a store to buy 
some, and upon his return, the polls were 
declared open.  

About 200 men were waiting in line.  
Once La Rue and Van Cleff voted, the first 
200 men voted.  By then, word spread and 
many of the women who had been attending 
the meeting and were also eligible to vote, 
rushed over and cast their ballots.  By the 
end of the day, almost 300 women voted.  
Of course there had to be some controversy, 
when the men complained that not all were 
old enough and properly registered, but vote 
they did, anyway!  It would be the only elec-
tion documented from that time that I can 
find.  I’m sure that women voted in these 
elections while they waited on total suffrage, 
which finally came in 1920.  The struggle 
was long but worth the wait.  I did discover 
that there was some kind of suffrage vote 
taken in NJ in Nov. 1915, but 20 of the 21 
counties voted against it.  Only Ocean County 
voted a majority for it.

PS-Since this is a St. Patrick’s Day issue, 
my best memories go back to high school.  
For at least 3 of my 4 years my Rec friends 
and I painted the white lines on Stevens 
Ave., and from Main St. almost to First St., 
green, and we never got caught!  If the po-
lice appeared, we disappeared up the alley 
next to Prasnal’s  and safety.  My thanks for 
the memory go out to Pete, John N., John 
C., Mike, Joe C., and Paul C.  Many know 
who they were, my best friends at the time.  
Happy St. Patrick’s to all who read this, and 
remember the good times! 

Healthy Kids Day
On Saturday, April 27, the South Amboy 

Branch Y is celebrating YMCA’s Healthy 
Kids Day® with a free community event 
that encourages kids in the South Amboy 
and Sayreville communities to get moving 
and learning, and families living healthier. 
Healthy Kids Day, the Y’s national initiative 
to improve families’ health and well-be-
ing, takes place at 1,900 Ys and kick-starts 
healthier behaviors now and throughout the 
summer, a critical out-of-school time for 
children’s health.

Many U.S. children do not get the daily 
recommended hours of physical activity 
and reading, and daily amounts of healthy 
foods. According to the latest findings of the 
YMCA’s Family Health Snapshot – a survey 
of parents that gauges their children’s activ-
ity levels during the school year – only 19 
percent of children get 60 minutes of physical 
activity, only 17 percent read books for fun, 
and only 12 percent eat at least eight fruits 
and vegetables daily. 

“At the South Amboy Y, we know 
parents struggle to keep their kids physi-
cally and intellectually active every day. We 
want to help ensure fewer kids are at risk 
of childhood obesity and more kids excel 
in school,” said Mike Tonzola, Associate 
Executive Director. “YMCA’s Healthy 
Kids Day will get kids moving and learning 
while also helping families get a jump on 
creating a healthier summer, and ultimately 
a healthier future.” 

Research shows that without access to 
out-of-school physical and learning activi-
ties, kids fall behind academically and gain 
weight twice as fast during summer than the 
school year. On April 27, YMCA’s Healthy 
Kids Day will help parents begin thinking 
early about what their kids need to grow and 
achieve all summer long.

The South Amboy Y’s Healthy Kids Day 
takes place at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in 
South Amboy, NJ from 1-3pm and features 
fun, active play and educational activities. 
A complete schedule will be listed on our 
website in early April. This event is free to 
all members of the community.

YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day is supported 
by national media partners Sprout and Lazy 
Town, who are committed to encouraging 
kids to lead a healthy lifestyle.  

For more information, contact the South 
Amboy Y at 732-553-9622 or visit www.
ymcaofmewsa.org.



       March 23, 2013   South Amboy-Sayreville Times24

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (�32)

566-0281

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Striped Bass season in the rivers and 

bays has opened. It’s slow but a few Bass 
were weighed in from Absecon Inlet and 
other South Jersey areas.  There was one 
big Bass that weighed in at 20 pounds.  I 
checked at Cliffwood Beach a few times.  
People were fishing there but I didn’t see 
any fish, however, the State Fish and Game 
Wardens were checking for the annual Salt 
Water Registration, that you can obtained 
on line at  www.njfishandwildlife.com or 
from your sport shop, so-a word to the wise! 
Ocean Striped Bass fishing is slow do to the 
cold water but if you have a boat, the warm 
water discharge at the Oyster Creek Plant 
in Barnegat Bay is producing some decent 
Striper Fishing, but most are shorts.  Fluke 
Regulations have been adopted for this 
year.  The season will run from May 18th 
to September 16th with a 5 fish bag limit at 
17 ½ Inches.  Winter Flounder regulations 
have yet to be enacted. I expect it to be near 
the end of March to early May with a 2 fish 
bag limit at 12 inches.  Offshore Sea Bass 
Trips have ended, that gives us mostly Ling, 
a few Cod, Pollock and Bluefish on offshore 
wrecks and mud holes and not much else.

Fresh Water
The one change this year is the closing of 

all fishing in all waters, except the Delaware 
River, for American Shad. The bag limit 
has been cut from 6 fish to 3.  Trout Season 
will close March 19th to allow for stocking 
and reopen on April 9th at 8 AM.  If water 
conditions permit, you might want to try the 
Delaware River for Walleyes. There are still 
some leftover Trout around in all the State 
wide streams that were stocked in the Fall. 

Good News For Chocolate Lovers
Dark chocolate seems to lower blood 

pressure, but it requires an amount of less 
than 2 Hershey Kisses to do it.  A small study 
from Germany adds to mounting evidence 
linking dark chocolate with certain health 
benefits such as lowering blood pressure and 
having an anti inflammatory effect.

A study appeared in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association by Dr. Dick 
Taubert of the University of Cologne.  It 
demonstrated that blood pressure reduc-
tions with dark chocolate were small, but 
still substantial enough to potentially reduce 
cardio vascular disease risks.

Volunteers for the study ate just over 
6 grams of dark chocolate daily for almost 
5 months.  It equaled about 1 ½ Hershey 
Kisses.  People who ate that amount ended 
up with lower blood pressure readings than 
those who ate a similar amount of white 
chocolate.  Tests suggested that a steady 
exposure to dark chocolate prompted a 
chemical change that helped dilate blood 
vessels and regulate blood pressure.  Cocoa 
contains flavanols  plant based compounds 
that are also credited with giving red wine 
its heart healthy benefits.

Dr. Laura Sevetkey director of Duke 
University Hypertension Center stresses that 
the study results should not be viewed as a 
license to gorge on chocolate.  The weight 
gain from eating large amounts of dark 
chocolate would counteract any benefits.

As always, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure.  The combination of 
losing weight, eating less salt, exercising, and 
eating dark chocolate provides strategies to 
lower your blood pressure.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -E.P.
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Pilgrimage To Holy 
Land, Jordan

Father Dennis Weezorak, Pastor of St. 
Mary Church is hosting an 11-day pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land and Jordan, Oct. 17-27, 
and you’re invited! The cost is $3,699 per 
person, which includes round-trip airfare 
from Newark Airport.  For details of all the 
sites you’ll visit, please see the full itinerary 
along with reservation, contact and other 
information at: http://www.unitours.com/cli-
ent/FrDennisHLJordan.pdf.  Brochures are 
also available at the parish office.

Golf Outing-April 5
The South Amboy Knights of Columbus 

Council #426 is holding a Golf Outing on 
Friday, April 5, at the well-manicured Cruz 
Farm Golf Course in Farmingdale.  Regis-
tration begins at 7:30 a.m., with tee-off at 8 
a.m.  The cost for this event is only $75 per 
person.  This price includes entry into the 
events, 18 holes of golf, riding cart, lunch, 
dinner, and various prizes.  There will be an 
awards presentation and dinner directly after 
golf at the Knight of Columbus home at 308 
Fourth St. in South Amboy.  To help properly 
plan for this event, please pre-register by 
contacting Ray at 732-721-2025.

Designer Handbag 
Bingo

Our Lady of Victories, 42 Main St., 
Sayreville is having a Designer Handbag 
Bingo fundraiser on Friday, April 5, at 7 
p.m. (doors open at 6:30 p.m.) in Monsignor 
Dalton Hall.  Ticket price is $30 and includes 
12 games of Bingo/1 Bingo card per game.  
Additional Bingo cards can be purchased 
at the event as well as tickets for 50/50, 
Tricky Tray and iPad raffle.  BYO food and 
refreshments.  Coffee, tea and dessert will be 
provided.  For more information and tickets, 
please call the Parish Office at 732-257-0077 
or Debbie Patella at 732-553-0709.

Local Athletes 
Honored

The Home News Tribune selected 
Sayreville War Memorial High School 
bowling sensation, Jay Ciszewski, as it 
2012 “Bowler of The Year,” and 1st Team 
All-Area.  Jay was #1 in the GMC with a 
standout 223 average. In addition, he also 
rolled a perfect game in the Group III state 
championship game!Sayreville’s standout 
coach, Mike Weinert was selected “Coach 
of the Year” by the Home News Tribune.  
His Bombers captured 3 championships 
this year: GMCT, Group III, and Tourna-
ment of Champions (TOC), and finished 
(13-0-2) in the GMC.  In addition, the Blue 
& Gray was ranked the #1 team in the state 
of New Jersey! Colin Winslow, a Sayreville 
sophomore, was chosen 1st Team All-Area 
Indoor Track for the 400 by HNT.  Colin 
finished 1st in Group III with a 50.00, 1st 
in CJ Group III with a 50.60, and 3rd in the 
Meet of Champions with a 49.40.

Cardinal McCarrick’s Katie Latham was 
a HNT 1st Team All-Area Girls’ Bowling 
selection.  She finished #2 in the GMC with 
a an excellent 202 average. Congratulations 
to all on your outstanding season!

Auxiliary Meeting
The Ladies Auxiliary of Sayreville 

#4699 and members will hold its monthly 
meeting on Mach 26 at 7 p.m.  All ladies of 
the auxiliary are invited to attend.  A light 
refreshment will be served.  For info call 
732-264-3041.

Creative Writing 
Group

Gather on the third Thursday of every 
month at Sayreville Public Library to meet 
with other writers to bounce ideas off of 
one another or clear that infamous writer’s 
block! Special guest professional writers 
will join the group from time to time to give 
advice and talk about their experiences as 
writers. This month’s date is April 18, from 
2:00 to 4:00PM. ADULTS ONLY! For more 
information, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 x25.

The Blue Star Family Support Group, part of the American Legion, recently presented a 
check to the Middlesex County College Veterans and Servicemembers Association. The 
check, for $500, was to support the community service initiatives of the association. From 
left: Paul Lazaro, assistant director of the MCC Center for Veterans Services; David Brimmer, 
director of the center; David Lazaro, the president of the Veterans and Servicemembers 
Association; Ron Davie, commander of Post 471 of the American Legion in Iselin and a 
representative of the Blue Star Family Support Group; and members of the association, 
Matthew Boyle, who is also a member of the American Legion; Christopher Pellegrino, 
association treasurer; and Cesar Hernandez. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Trip To Washington 
D. C.

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 
trip to Washington D.C. from Friday, May 3 
to Sunday May 5, 2013. The cost of the trip 
is $350.00. The package includes 2 nights 
lodging, 2 breakfasts, 2 full course dinners, 
luggage handling, taxes and meal gratuities, 
bus transportation, and bus driver gratuity.  
Also included are visits to memorials, guided 
sightseeing tour of the U.S. Capitol and 
visitor’s Center, U.S. Library of Congress, 
and more. The group will also visit the Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts. There 
will also be an illuminated tour of the various 
monuments. We will visit the new Steven F. 
Udvar-Hazy Air and Space Museum. For 
further information or reservations, please 
contact Geri at 732-257-4351.

PRayER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -E.P.

Lions Pancake 
Breakfast March 24

The Sayreville Lions Club will be hold-
ing its semi-annual Pancake Breakfast on 
Sunday, March 24th from 8 a.m. till noon at 
the Sayreville War Memorial HS Cafeteria.  
Cost is $6 for adults and $3 for children.  For 
info or tickets, see any Sayreville Lion, visit 
their website at: www.sayrevillenj.lionwap.
org.  or call 732-234-3932.  Proceeds from 
the breakfast help support the Lions’ local 
projects including scholarships to high 
school grads.  This breakfast is especially 
important since the last one was cancelled 
due to Super Storm Sandy.
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sure hit

Betty Jane 
Morrison
Age: 81, Lakewood

Betty Jane (nee Danehower) Mor-
rison, age 81, of Lakewood, NJ (Leisure 
Village East) died Thursday, February 
14 at Seton Medical Center in Round 
Rock, Texas.  Born in Trenton, she was 
a resident of Lakewood since 1998 and 
formerly of South Amboy.  Betty Jane 
was a retired teacher from St. Mary’s 
School in South Amboy.  She was a 
member of the Heritage Club and the 
Italian-American Club both at Leisure 
Village East, and she belonged to the 
Women’s Group at Kimball Hospital.  
She also enjoyed Bocce and Shuffle 
Board at Leisure Village East.

Betty Jane was predeceased by her 
husband Robert Morrison.  She is sur-
vived by a daughter, Joan Abou-Samra 
and husband Moustapha of Ventura, 
CA; two sons, Jim Morrison and wife 
Debbie of Frenchtown, NJ and Jack 
Morrison and wife Sharon of Marble 
Falls, TX; two sisters, Doris Bavol and 
Pat Carroll both of Columbus, NJ; 10 
grandchildren, Omar, Leyla, Jason, Ja-
mie, Patty, Christopher, Scott, Jonathan, 
Mark and Robbie, and a great grandson, 
Moustapha.

A Mass for Betty Jane was held on 
Saturday, March 9 at the Church of the 
Assumption Chapel in New Egypt, NJ, 
and the burial followed at Assumption 
Cemetery in New Egypt.  Memorial  
contributions in Betty Jane’s name may 
be made to the American Cancer Society 
(www.cancer.org).  Arrangements were 
under the direction of the Tilghman 
Funeral Home in New Egypt (www.
tilghmanfh.com).

Obituaries
Beer, Patricia A. Gerity, 69, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Feb. 20.
Brand, Timothy J. “Tim,” 53, formerly 

of Sayreville died on March 3.
Bremer, Carol A., 72, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 17.
Bush, Mable, 89, of Sayreville died 

on Feb. 17.
Carreiro, Marie Moniz, 91, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 25.
Chapman, Mary Vail St. Georges, 79, 

formerly of South Amboy died on Feb. 14.
Delaney, David J., 30, of Sayreville 

died on March 7.
Doyle, Helen P. “Pat,” 81, formerly of 

South Amboy died on March 6.
Duryea, Gail Wisneski, 76, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Feb. 17.
Ippolito, Gayle T., 64, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 18.
Janas, Edward, 63, of Melrose died on 

March 3.
Januszewski, Mary A., 99, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 20.
Johnson, William, 49, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 22.
Kutz, Timothy A., 53, of Morgan died 

on March 12.
Lanfare, Jon R., 62, of South Amboy 

died on March 1.
Lobycz, Stanley J., 90, of Sayreville 

died on March 1.
Makara, Joseph, 72, of Parlin died on 

March 5.
Malara, Josephine M., 92, of Parlin 

died on Feb. 26.
Maydish, Wanda Slesinski, 88, of 

Sayreville died on March 2.
McArthur, James J., 84, of Parlin died 

on March 8.
Mundy, Charlotte M., 86, formerly of 

Morgan died on Feb. 20.
Morrison, Betty J. Danehower, 81, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Feb. 14.
Pawlowski, Alex, 88, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Feb. 21.
Prezlock, Patricia Barker, 71, of South 

Amboy died on Feb. 25.
Reo, Patrick J., 41, of South Amboy 

died on March 5.
Roerig, Vilma, 92, of Morgan died on 

March 13.
Rog, Lenora Lapa, 89, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 18.
Salvatore, Joseph C., 50, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 18.
Scully, Kevin, 52, formerly of South 

Amboy died on March 18.
Sekula, Dorothy, 85, of Sayreville died 

on March 7.
Sibilski, Czeslaw, 71, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Feb. 20.
Stochel, Helen Woszczyna, 88, of Parlin 

died on Feb. 15.
Thomas, Father Hilary, S.J. died on 

Feb. 15.
Tiedemann, Gloria M. Jefferys, 81, of 

Parlin died on Feb. 15.
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Making Your 
Résumé & Cover 

Letter Work For You
Join Dr. Colleen Georges as she shares 

critical tips with you to ensure your cover 
letter and résumé sparkle. Please note that 
this is not the same as the one-on-one cri-
tique sessions. This is a general overview 
of what to include in a cover letter and 
résumé. Sayreville Public Library, Friday, 
April 5 from 10:00 to 11:30AM. For more 
information or to register, email Alaina at 
alainad@lmxac.org, or call her at 732-727-
0212 ex. 25.

Make Your Best 
Impression

Join Dr. Colleen Georges as she dis-
cusses critical interview tips to ensure that 
you impress your potential employers. She 
will also provide answers to some of those 
tricky interview questions. Sayreville Pub-
lic Library on Friday, April 19 from 10:00 
to 11:30AM. For more information or to 
register, email Alaina at alainad@lmxac.
org, or call her at 732- 727-0212 ext. 25.

FREE Kaplan PSAT 
Prep Test

Kaplan will be offering a free PSAT 
preparation test at the Sayreville Public 
Library on Saturday, April 27 from 10:00 
to 12:30PM! This two and one half hour 
practice PSAT test will show students what 
to expect in a test-like environment. The 
test results are returned to students via email 
within two weeks of the event. Registered 
students need to bring a # 2 Pencil & a 
calculator. Please arrive by 9:45AM! You 
can reach Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or 
call 732-727-0212 ex. 25. Eating Organic On 

A Budget
 Are you hesitating to switch to organic 

products because of how expensive it can be? 
Find out how you can incorporate organic 
products into your lifestyle without breaking 
the bank! Sayreville Public Library, Sunday, 
April 28 from 1:30 to 2:30PM. For more 
information about this group or to register, 
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or 
email her at alainad@lmxac.org.

Surrounded by family and close friends, Cara 
L. Migliaccio and Mark A. Kurtz were wed 
by the Honorable Deborah Venezia on the 
beach in Bay Head, New Jersey on October 
6, 2012.  Mark Kurtz, the son of of Manville 
and Frances Kurtz of South Amboy, is a long-
time resident of the area.  Cara Migliaccio, 
daughter of Patrick Migliaccio and Patricia 
Thomas of Hamilton Township, New Jersey, 
is a graduate of Rutgers Law School and is 
employed by the State of New Jersey.  Mr. 
and Mrs. Kurtz look forward to spending their 
futures together in their new home.

Summer Camp 
Early Registration

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 
Bordentown Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy 
will be holding its annual Summer Camp pro-
gram.  Registration is now open for campers 
5-13 years old.  Call the camp now and ask 
about an early camp registration discount.  
Campers will enjoy the shady, secure outdoor 
setting as well as weekly themes, field trips, 
and new adventures.  

The camp is staffed by an enthusiastic 
staff and will be open weekdays from 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.  Call 732-721-3887 for further 
details and a registration packet.

South Amboy AA 
Baseball/Softball 

Registration
The South Amboy Athletic Association 

will be holding registration for the upcoming 
baseball/softball season.  You can register on-
line at www.leaguelineup.com/SAYAA, or in 
person at the YMCA Recreation office.

Meet The Orchestra Concert! 
On Saturday, March 23 - 1 pm, the 

Dowdell Library will present the family 
concert “Meet the Orchestra and More,” 
featuring the City Winds Trio, a profes-
sional music chamber group. This will be a 
wonderful musical experience for families 
to share! The trio will perform well-known 
ragtime and classical music and after the per-
formance, the audience will be encouraged to 
interact with the musicians during a hands-on 
musical instrument session. Library Direc-
tor, Elaine Gaber, a fellow musician, noted 
that she is looking forward to trying some 
of the percussion instruments! In addition, 
interactive movement and learning games 
will be offered for children who’d like to 
participate. The City Winds Trio has been 
presenting this enjoyable program for more 
than eleven years at hundreds of locations 
and has inspired more than 5,000 children 
to treasure music.

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy 
serves as a cultural and entertainment cen-
ter for the community. As part of this goal, 
the library has been developing innovative 
programs in the visual and performing arts 
which will provide a higher level of cultural 
events free of charge for the community. 

The City Winds Trio formed in 2001 
and has performed at the prestigious Trinity 
Church, Cathedral St. John Divine, and St. 
Paul’s Chapel in New York in addition to 
weddings and corporate events. Meredyth 
Coleman (Oboe), Crispian Fordham (Flute), 
and Yuki Higaski (Bassoon) are profession-

ally trained musicians who travel the world 
performing. They are a lively and entertain-
ing group not to be missed!

Attendees are advised to arrive early 
for the 1 pm performance, as seating will 
be limited. 

The Dowdell Library is located on 
John T. O’Leary Boulevard, adjacent to 
the South Amboy High School. For addi-
tional questions, please contact the library 
at 732.721.6060 or comments@dowdell.
org. Free admission.

This program is funded in part by Mid-
dlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders, 
Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage 
Commission; with assistance thru a grant 
provided by New Jersey State Council on 
the Arts/Dept of State. 

Cardinal McCarrick HS is presenting “How To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying.” 
Tickets are available for Friday March 22 and Saturday March 23.  A great show and a great 
performance by the talented students at Cardinal McCarrick.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Annual Flea Market 
Sacred Heart School will be holding 

it’s annual Spring Flea Market on Satur-
day, April 20th from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
In the Sacred Heart Church parking lot on 
Washington Ave.

We are seeking vendors. Cost is $20 
per table. Tables and table cloth provided. 
Please call Eileen at 914-255-0231 to reserve 
your spot. You can send your check to Eileen 
Pabon c/o Sacred Heart School, 301 Second 
St., South Amboy, NJ 08879.
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