
Mayor Fred Henry swears in South Amboy Police Officer Patricia Kanecke as the city’s first 
female sergeant.  Looking on is her proud family (l-r) her father Sylvester Attardi, mother 
Patricia Attardi, husband Jack Kanecke, and sons Ryan and Shaun.  Congratulations Sgt. 
Kanecke on a job very well done!  (Photo submitted)
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Gross Elected 
Chairman

South Amboy Councilman Michael 
“Mickey” Gross was nominated Chairman 
and elected unanimously at the annual March 
meeting of the New Jersey State Public 
Health Council Governing and Advisory 
Board of the State Department of Health.  
Gross said that, “I assure everyone that I 
will work hard for the state of New Jersey, 
and I’m looking forward to working with 
the commissioner to make the state healthier 
for all.”  

St. Patrick’s Day Parade A Huge Success
By Tom Burkard

The South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade was once again a major success, with 
people flocking into town from all over the 
universe to enjoy South Amboy’s biggest 
celebration of the year.  The event was led 
by Grand Marshal Rob McQuade, Deputy 
Grand Marshal Ed O’Connor, and Honorary 
Grand Marshal Harshey Patel.

The sunny day was close to perfect 
with the temperature in the high 40’s, at 
the 2 p.m. step-off time on South Pine and 
Bordentown Avenues.    The excitement and 
enjoyment of the crowd that lined the parade 

route throughout the city, was unbelievable, 
and it was great to see spectators shouting 
encouragement to their families and friends 
who were participating.  Everyone is Irish 
on parade day, dressed in green, and filled 
with so much spirit and pride, that it makes 
one wish every day was South Amboy St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade day.  If you found 
a parking space in close proximity to the 
parade route, you were extremely lucky.  
Most people had to park 6 to 8 blocks or 

Mayor Henry’s First State 
Of The City Address 

By Steve Schmid
South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry said 

he’s proud of the accomplishments achieved 
in his first year as mayor, and he is looking 
forward to the future.  Henry delivered his 
remarks at the YMCA Community Center 
in his first State of the City address.  He 
said the city Redevelopment Agency has 

reached agreement with Windsor Healthcare 
Communities to build the Venetian Care & 
Rehabilitation Center next to the YMCA 
Community Center.  The Venetian will have 
3 floors of resident’s rooms and a ground 
floor containing common areas for dining 
and 2 rehabilitation gyms.  The facility will 
be 93,000 square feet and provide 120 long 
term and 60 short term beds.  The Venetian 
is expected to employ 200 people, and 
bring 200 construction jobs.  “The project 
represents a major tax ratable for the city 
of South Amboy.  It will also add jobs and 
patrons for our downtown businesses,” 
said Henry.  Foundation work has already 
begun for the construction and is expected 
to be completed by Spring 2013.  “We are 
very excited to begin work on the site, and 
to contribute to the redevelopment of the 
new South Amboy Waterfront area,” said 
Hyman Jacobs, founder and CEO of Windsor 
Healthcare Communities.  Henry also noted 
Woodmont Porperties is working with the 
city and plans on building 86 townhouses 
on land owned by the Community Center.  
They are also developing new parking spaces 
for this area.  

Mayor Henry also talked about restoring 
ferry service.  He said bids have been ad-
vertised and received and all the information 

Rev. Duggan 
Installed  As Pastor

Former St. Mary Parish priest, Rev. 
Kevin P. Duggan was installed as Pastor 
of St. James the Less Church on Sunday, 
March 18th.  Congratulations and God Bless, 
Father Kevin!

Sayreville Hall Of 
Fame

The Sayreville War Memorial High 
School 2012 Hall of Fame Annual Awards 
Banquet is scheduled for 6:00 PM Saturday, 
April 28th, at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill 
Road.  Join us as we honor these outstanding 
alumni of SWMHS.  The honorees are:

 Raymond E. Borup, Class of 1974:   
National Sales & Marketing Manager, US 
Rubber         

Corp.; full football scholarship to 
American International College; coach of 
youth athletic teams for past ten years.

Thomas “Red” Michaels, Class of 1959:  
Retired educator/school administrator; 
earned sixteen high school varsity letters; 
former head coach of University of Delaware 
freshman football team.

Stefano Tarantolo, M.D., Class of 1976:  
President, Nebraska Oncology Society; 
Director of Stem Cell Transplant Program, 
Methodist Hospital, Omaha, NE.

John J. Zebrowski, Jr., Class of 1981:  
Named Borough Chief of Police, 2011; 
Sayreville police officer 24 years; J.D. 
Degree, Seton Hall Law School; extensive 
involvement in various borough boards and 
activities.

Additionally this year, a Special Award 
will be presented to Carla Sutherland, re-
cently retired Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools, for her years of dedication as a 
teacher and administrator.

Tickets are $50.00 each, with a choice of 
meals.  For further information, call Elaine 
Kubacz at 732-727-0192.  

Mulvey Signed 
By Mets
By Tom Burkard

Kevin Mulvey is right back where he 
started his professional baseball career with 
the New York Mets organization.   He was cut 
by the Arizona Diamondbacks on February 
29th, and inked a minor-league deal with the 
Mets on March 10th.  

Mulvey was the Mets top pick in 2006, 
and was named “Pitcher of the Year” for the 
Mets organization in 2007.   He was sent to 
the Minnesota Twins in 2008, as a key player 
in the deal that brought Johan Santana to 
New York.  Kevin was later sent to Arizona 
for Jon Rauch, who is now on the Mets’ 
pitching staff. 

Bariatric Program
The South Amboy Branch YMCA is 

offering a Bariatric Program sponsored 
cooperatively with Raritan Bay Medical 
Center starting Thursday, April 5, 2012.  
Patients from RBMC’s Institute for Weight 
Loss are invited to continue their health 
& wellness journey at the Y through this 
12-week program.  The group will meet 
Thursday evenings at the South Amboy 
Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in 
South Amboy.

The program is designed to ease Bariat-
ric patients into a fitness and nutritional rou-
tine to promote healthy habits after surgery.  
It will begin with stretching and progress into 
cardio and strength training workouts, all in 
a supportive atmosphere.  Keisha Griffin, a 
personal trainer at the South Amboy Y, will 
be leading the Program.  Keisha is a YMCA 
certified personal trainer and group exercise 
instructor.  She has more than five years 
experience in health & wellness services and 
enjoys helping others meet their goals.

Participants must register at the South 
Amboy Y with a prescription from any of the 
Institute for Weight Loss physicians.  The 
cost of the 12-week Bariatric Program is $96 
which includes a FREE 12-week Y member-
ship.  Please call the Y’s Welcome Desk at 
732-553-9622 or visit our website for more 
information: www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

Former Fire Chief 
Joe Halmi Dies

By Tom Burkard
 Joseph Halmi, 75, formerly of Sayre-

ville and South Amboy died on March 11.  
The popular gentleman served as South Am-
boy Fire Chief in 1969.  He was employed 
by Middlesex County as Secretary of Parks 
before retiring in 2001.  Prior to that, he was 
vice-president of Amboy Bank Corporation.  
In addition, Joe served as past president and  
ex-captain of the South Amboy First Aid 
Squad, while being active in many other local 
organizations.  May God Bless Joe!

(Continued on page 20)

(Continued on page 18)

The South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshal, Rob McQuade (front and center) 
is surrounded by his family at the spectacular event.  (Photo by Brian Stratton) 

Mayor Fred Henry
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Happy Easter Happy Passover
THE
SOUTH AMBOY
★★★★ SAYREVILLE
 Date: March 31, 2012 PRICELESS Vol. 21  Issue 6



       March 31, 2012   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Ron & Connie Kukulski Featured On 
Magazine Cover, TV Station

Former South Amboy resident Ron 
Kukulski and his wife Connie were featured 
with a beautiful photo on the cover of the 
popular and nationally-circulated “Where To 
Retire” magazine, available at all Barnes & 
Nobles stores.  In addition, they were shown 
on Fox News as well.  Ron and Connie 
reside in Port St. Lucie, Florida, and in the 
accompanying article, they were pictured 
riding on a golf cart on the course near their 
home.  They were also interviewed for the 
feature story.  Ron has been The SA Times 
Florida Correspondent for several years, and 
we congratulate him and his wife on being 
selected for the cover of such a prestigious 
magazine!

Yanoski Paintings At Art Show
Former South Amboy resident and ’71 

Hoffman High grad, Dennis Yanoski, who 
is a renowned artist/painter, will have about 
50 of his beautiful works on display and for 
sale at the 22nd Annual Morristown, NJ 
Fine Arts & Crafts Festival on June 9-10, on 
the grounds of the Vail Mansion on South 
St., Morristown. One of the works featured 
is his outstanding creation of the Morgan 
Inlet.  The Fair will be held outside at the 
Vail Mansion on South Street.  Stop out and 
say hello to a great guy, and check out his 
superb paintings.  

In Memoriam
Clara Sharo, 95, of Sayreville died on 

Feb. 25.  She was a supervisor at the Charles 
Komar & Sons factory in South Amboy.  
Joseph Glassmacher Jr. 66, of South Amboy 
died on Feb. 28.  He was a First Lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army serving overseas during 
the Vietnam War, and more recently, he was 
president of the Lighthouse Bay Recreation 
Association in South Amboy.  In addition, 
Joe was the hard-working treasurer of the 
Historical Society of South Amboy.  Philip 
Taormina, 88, of Parlin died on March 3.  
He was a WW II Army veteran, who served 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. The Sayreville Fire Chief in 1977?  
a.Russell Anderson b.Arnold Bailey c.Joseph 
Kennedy
2. South Amboy Industrial Commission 
chairman in ’70?  a.Edmund Kaboski 
b.Wilbur Schmidt c.Gary Long.
3. This Sayreville resident was a state as-
semblyman in ’77?  a.Ed Kolodziej b.John 
S. Wisniewski c.Alan Karcher
4. The first president of the South Amboy 
Renaissance Group in 1993?  a.Anna 
Mobelski b.Rosanne Cross Savoi c.Susan 
O’Hannon.
5. In 1980, this carwash was located on Bor-
dentown Ave. in Parlin?  a.Squeaky Clean 
b.Car Spa c.Brushless
6. This popular nightclub was located on 
Rt. 35, South Amboy in 1965?  a.Colonel 
Cooper’s b.Colonel’s Garter c.The Tunnel
7. In ’73, where was the Sayreville Iron 
Works located?  a.MacArthur Ave. b.Main 
St. c.Jernee Mill Rd.
8. In the 1990’s, this local businessman 
owned Stanley Steamer Carpet Cleaner and 
later The Magic Wand?  a.Walter Lucovitz 
b.John Zientek c.Bill Masterson
9. In 1973, the YMCA Parlin Family Cen-
ter was located at?  a.Cheesequake Road 
b.Washington Road c.Route 35 South
10. South Amboy PTA President in 1969?  
a.Patricia Brinamen b.Jean Smith c.Virginia 
Stillwagon
11. In ’83, the Jersey Central Power & Light 
Co. Sayreville Generating Station was lo-
cated at?  a.River Road b.Horseshoe Road 
c.Bordentown Ave.
12. In 1992, where in South Amboy was the 
Major Appliance Network located?  a.South 
Broadway b.North Broadway c.North Ste-
vens Ave.

Answers
1a 2b 3c 4b 5b 6a 7c 8c 9b 10c 11a 12a. 

(Continued on page 26)

New Jersey State Senator Barbara Buono recently visited South Amboy Elementary School 
and read President Barack Obama’s book “Of Thee I Sing: A Letter to My Daughters,” to 
the students.  The book was projected on to a large screen so the students could follow 
along and see the illustrations.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Gift & Tea Auction
The Annual “Gift & Tea Auction” will 

be held on Sunday, April 29, 2012 from 
12:00noon to 5:00pm.

Admission Price is  $20 Coffee/Tea and 
Dessert Included. Reserve a table for 10 and 
have a party at your table! Bring your own 
food. Don’t be left out, this event is always a 
sell-out! Only 400 tickets will be sold!! For 
more Information and to reserve tables call 
732-721-0748 ext.244 or visit our website: 
www.cardinalmccarrick.com

What Employers 
Are Looking For
A presentation by the Middlesex County 

Office of Workforce Development. Sayre-
ville Public Library, Tuesday, April 17, 
1:00-3:00PM . For more information, contact 
Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-
727-0212 ex. 25.

Seeking Sacred Heart Alumni 

Colleen’s Kitchen & Catering

Colleen’s Kitchen & Catering, located at 132 South Pine Ave., South Amboy, has 
been one of the top food establishments in South Amboy for 5 years.  Pictured (l-r) 
are staff members Kelly Johnson, Steve Steinmacher, and owner Carol Johnson.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Colleen’s Kitchen & Catering has 
been in business for 5 years, and is one 
of the most popular eateries in the local 
area.  Colleen’s, owned by Sayreville 
native/South Amboy resident, Carol 
Johnson, offers an outstanding menu of 
food, including subs, homemade salads, 
homemade soups, thin crust pizza, and 
much more, as well as breakfast to help 
you start your day on a full stomach.  You 
can get a tasty Breakfast Sandwich and a 
drink for under $5 plus tax.  Breakfast is 
served all day long.

Colleen’s also caters for all events, 
large or small, and if you’ve got something 
special planned or are having a get-together 
with family or friends, give Carol a call 
to whip up some great food for you and 
your guests.

This is the time of the year to start 
planning your Communion and Gradu-
ation parties, so keep Colleen’s Kitchen 
& Catering in mind for that special party.  
Colleen’s also features Sub Platters, ½ 
pan items, and those famous 3, 4, and 6-
foot subs, just perfect for all your needs.  
If you’ve been a bit busy, and don’t have 
time to cook, try Colleen’s Made-To-Order 
dinners.

Colleen’s Kitchen & Catering menu 
features 24 different submarine sandwich-
es, 8 different Sloppy’s/Club Sandwiches.  
The top Sloppy’s are the Ham & Cheese; 
Roast Beef; Turkey Breast & Cheese; 

Tuna & Cheese.  The Sloppy is a Triple 
Decker sandwich with coleslaw & Russian 
dressing.  Great Club Sandwiches include 
the Roast Beef & Cheese, and the Turkey 
Breast, Ham & Cheese.  The Club Sand-
wich is also a Triple Decker and includes 
tomato, lettuce & bacon.

Other specialty Hot items are Meatball 
Parm; California Hamburger with lettuce, 
tomato, onin & mayo; the Patty Melt with 
Swiss cheese & sautéed onions; Chicken 
Parm; California Chicken; Chicken 
Fingers, and much more.  Carol creates 
one of the tastiest wraps around, and the 
Chicken Wings are also something very 
special, as is every item on this incredible 
menu!  The delicious items are endless 
at Colleen’s, with all types of Hot Dogs, 
French Fries, Cheese Fries, Jalapeno Pop-
pers, Mozzarella Sticks, Onion Rings, all 
kinds of salads, and Vegetarian favorites 
such as the Veggie Melt, Pizza Sub, and 
Eggplant Parm.

If you’re looking for a perfect gift for 
someone, don’t forget to get a Colleen’s 
Gift Certificate for all occasions.

Carol Johnson offers one of the finest 
and most complete food menus around at 
Colleen’s Kitchen & Catering, located at 
132 South Pine Ave., South Amboy.  Store 
hours are Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. 
& Sun. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Save some time 
by calling in your order at 732-525-9262 
or Fax 732-525-5355.

On Sunday, April 29th at 1:30 PM, 
Sacred Heart School in South Amboy will 
host “Celebrating Dedicated Hearts”.  This 
luncheon will observe the anniversaries of 
jubilee graduates from the school along with 
honoring a parish family, an alumnus and a 
teacher.  The Janas family will be honored 
for their generations of ardent support for 
Sacred Heart.  Dr. Edward Merski, class 
of 1966 will be feted as an outstanding 
alumnus of the school and Mrs. Valerie 
Romer, class of 1972 will be celebrated for 
her many years of dedication as a Catholic 
school teacher at Sacred Heart.  To memo-
rialize these faithful contributions to Sacred 
Heart,  a commemorative journal will be 

produced. Anyone interested in attending the 
luncheon should contact Carol Pawlowski 
at (732) 525-0433 to purchase tickets. The 
cost is $20 per person.  If you would like to 
congratulate our honorees or celebrate the 
jubilee classes with a special message please 
contact Paula Duffy at (732) 721-0323 or via 
e-mail at pkduffy318@aol.com  for journal 
ad details.  Graduates of Sacred Heart that 
would like to be included in our directory 
or celebrate with classmates should contact 
Teri Szallai at (732) 238-311 or via e-mail 
at Teriszal@aol.com This event is open to 
anyone interested in celebrating Sacred Heart 
graduates and Catholic education.
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Yearbook-South Amboy 1997
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy HS seniors returned for 
their final school year in September 1996, 
as “The Macarena” topped the national song 
charts.  Robert Dicker was Superintendent 
of Schools, and Bill Beattie was the high 
school principal, while Roberta Rim was 
vice principal.  A few members of the faculty 
selected randomly were Cindy Falco, Robert 
Farley, Alice Gallagher, Carol McDonnell, 
Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski and Carolynn 
O’Connor.

The yearbook editors were Erin Mul-
ligan and Alisa Newcomb.  They yearbook 
was dedicated to Mrs. Zampella and Mrs. 
LaPoint, with a special tribute to the late Dave 
Inman who taught at the school for many 
years…Erin Mulligan was Student Council 
President…In addition to South Amboy’s 
great athletic programs, the school had many 
extracurricular activities and events includ-
ing Spirit Week, the Homecoming at which 
Mark Finnegan was chosen king and Hanna 
Glomska queen…Several clubs and groups 
were kept busy in ’97 such as the Debate 
Club, Quill and Scroll, Chess Club, TIGS, 
Ecology Club, Peer Leadership, Literary 
Magazine Staff… Some of the seniors were: 
Joseph Bajkowski, Felipe Burgos, James 
Caldwell, Glenn Fallon Jr., Bonnie Furia, 
Joseph Garguilo, Kevin Izworski, Walter 
Kazer, Jonasz Knapik, Philip Kurtz Jr., 
Holly Maisto, Nicole Margl, Albert Martins, 
Keith Matthews, Daniel Mercado, Mary 
O’Connell, Frank Rausch, Brian Sabo, Jen-
nifer Stahl, Marcin Wira, Eddie Zarzyczny, 
Carlos Rodriguez, Javier Gonzalez, Robert 

Maher, Richard Sweatt, Neill Yankovich, 
Gary Magnifico, Mario Athineos, Michael 
Picarrelo, Michael Hoeman, Mary Anne 
Smith, Joann Zajac. 

On the sports scene, Coach Rich Klein’s 
girls’ soccer team was outstanding, finish-
ing with a 13-3 mark, with 2 losses coming 
from St. Mary’s.  Tri-captains were Jessica 
Hulsart, Hanna Glomska and Amy Felice…
Linda Lewis coached the girls’ basketball 
team…Nicole Margl was the senior captain 
of the cheerleaders…

The Group I school had many talented 
athletes including Kristina Babbino, John 
Brus Jr., Brian Casanova, Robert Connors, 
Christopher Dingman, Annette Evanski, 
Amy Felice, Mark Finnegan, Hanna Glom-
ska, Eric Gromadzki, Jessica Hulsart, Regina 
Kuczbanski, Julianna Lambert, Christopher 
Manion, Alexis Pesci, Michelle Petras, 
John Rowley III, Teddy Schmidt, Christo-
pher Smith, Meghan Spangenberg, Jaclyn 
Tomaszewski, Fred Torino, Ryan Villig, 
Stephanie Ziemba…

On Graduation Day 1997, the song 
MMMBop by Hanson ruled the airwaves.  
The South Amboy Class of ’97 was a very 
interesting and talented group of young 
adults.
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Annual Summer 
Camp Planned

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 
Bordentown Ave., will be holding its An-
nual Summer Camp program from June 18 
to Aug. 27.  Registration is now open for 
campers, ages 5-13.  Call the camp now and 
ask about an early registration discount and 
FREE T-shirt.  Campers will enjoy the shady 
outdoor setting, as well as weekly themes 
and field trips.

The camp is staffed by enthusiastic 
leaders, and will be open weekdays from 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  Call 732-721-3887 for further 
details or to register.

St. Stan’s Bingo
St. Stan’s Bingo at 221 MacArthur Ave., 

Sayreville will feature the new Star Burst 
Bingo game.  Bingo is held every Tuesday 
7:30 p.m., and doors open at 6 p.m., and on 
Sunday 1:30 p.m. doors open at 12 noon.  
The kitchen is open.  For more info call 
732-254-0212.
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Sacred Heart School students enjoy learning a new world language in French Club, 
SHS’s  newest after school activity, under the instruction of Mrs. Daphney Vastey.  (Photo 
Submitted)

Dad’s And Grads 
Electronics Bingo

A Dad’s and Grads Electronics Bingo 
will be held to benefit St. Mary Parish on 
Friday, April 27 in the cafeteria on Second 
Street & Stevens Ave.  The doors open at 
6:30 p.m. and the first game is called at 7:30 
p.m.  Coffee, tea, and dessert will be served, 
BYO wine and refreshments.  Admission 
is $25 before March 31, and $30 thereafter 
(includes 10 games).  There will also be a 
50/50 raffle table.  You must be 21 years of 
age to attend this event.  For more info call 
732-501-5133.

Breakfast With The 
Easter Bunny

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 is holding its annual Breakfast 
With The Easter Bunny on Sunday, April 1 
at the Council Home, 308 Fourth St. from 
9-11 a.m.  Cost is $7-adults, $3-children age 
2-12.  Under 2-FREE.  For reservations, call 
Steve or Cheryl at 732-727-1707.

Concert At 
Sayreville

On Thursday, April 5th, Patrick & Joanne 
(Guitarist/Singers) will perform live at the 
Senior Center , Main St., Sayreville starting 
at 7:30 p.m.  Joanne is a Sayreville resident.  
Admission is FREE, and there will be light 
refreshments.  All ages are welcomed.  For 
more info call 732-690-4712.

Creative Writing 
Group

Gather once a month to meet with other 
writers to bounce ideas off of one another or 
clear that infamous writer’s block!  Special 
guest professional writers will join the group 
from time to time to give advice and talk 
about their experiences as writers. Sayreville 
Public Library, the 3rd Thursday of Every 
Month, 2:00-4:00PM. ADULTS ONLY! 
For more information, contact Alaina at 
alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 
ex. 25.

Annual Egg Hunt 
The Sayreville Recreation Department 

is sponsoring their Annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 

31, 2012 for ages 3-10 years.  The event 
will be held at the Boro Hall Football fields 
beginning at 10:00am. Open to Sayreville 
Residents. Information call: 732-390-
7092/7096
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Elks Scholarship
South Amboy ELKS :Elks Care, Elks 

Share Scholarship applications now avail-
able.  One $500 scholarship will be awarded 
to a deserving senior from each of the five 
area high schools: South Amboy, Sayreville, 
Perth Amboy, South River and Cardnial Mc-
Carrick.  For more information visit www.
elks.org  and refer to Lodge #784 website 
or email susanapeterson@aol.com. Deadline 
for applications is May 1, 2012.

Self-Defense For 
Women

Master basic techniques for fending 
off an attacker.  Participants will learn 
basic jujitsu techniques using little to no 
strength. Participants should wear a t-shirt, 
sweat pants and socks. Adults age 18 and 
older only.  Only 20 spots are available, so 
register quickly! Sayreville Public Library, 
Tuesday, April 24, 6:30-8:00PM. For more 
information, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 ex. 25.

Open House 
Changed

Please be advised that Sacred Heart 
School Spring Open House will not be 
held on Sunday, May 2nd as previously an-
nounced.  We will be announcing the new 
date soon. 

Library Gets 
Walmart Grant

The Walmart Foundation has made a 
$1,000 grant to the Dowdell Library Founda-
tion to support the Sadie Pope Dowdell Pub-
lic Library of South Amboy.  The Walmart 
Foundation contribution will be used to 
purchase two computers and early literacy 
software for the library’s children’s room.  

Mimi Pichey, President of the Dowdell 
Library Foundation, noted, “The Walmart 
Foundation’s generous gift will provide 
opportunities for South Amboy children 
to develop reading skills at an early age.  
Studies show that encouraging reading at a 
young age increases success in school and 
in life.  We are very grateful to the Walmart 
Foundation for its support.”

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call (732)316-1078.

Trip To Mackinac 
Island, Michigan
The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a bus 

trip to Mackinac Island, Michigan, from 
Saturday, May 26 to Friday, June 1, 2012. 
The cost of the trip is $980.00. This price 
includes:  transportation on a deluxe coach 
bus, bus driver gratuity, hotel accommoda-
tions for 6 nights, including two nights at 
the Inn at Mackinac on the island, admission 
to Greenfield Village, Ford Rouge Factory, 
carriage ride on Mackinac Island, Macki-
nac Butterfly House, Bronner’s Christmas 
Wonderland, 3 full breakfasts, 3 continental 
breakfasts, lunch at the Grand Hotel on the 
island, and 3 dinners. Come and travel with us 
on this exciting tour. For further information, 
to request a new flyer or to make a reserva-
tion, please contact Teri at (732) 727-7639 
or Geri at (732) 257-4351.

Elks Re-Gift Bingo
South Amboy Elks #784 will present a 

Re-Gift Bingo to benefit Alise Strawhand and 
Family.  You must bring “One Wrapped Gift” 
to enter.  The fundraiser will take place on 
Friday April 20th from 6:30-9 p.m.  (doors 
open at 6), at 601 Washington Ave., South 
Amboy.  Cost is $1 per Bingo Sheet.  This is 
your chance to get rid of those unwanted gifts 
you have laying around the house.  Outside 
food is permitted.  Refreshments and Cash 
Bar will be available.
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Students at Sacred Heart School, South Amboy, recently participated in the 21st Annual 
Zaner-Bloser National Handwriting Contest. Eight students attained proficiency and 
were selected to represent Sacred Heart School. The students were presented with 
certificates as School Grade-Level Winners. (Photo Submitted)

Burkard Family Succeeds In Florida
(Article Submitted)

Megan Burkard received her Bachelors 
Degree from the University of Central 
Florida in Liberal Studies with concentration 
in Education and Humanities and a minor 
in Spanish in the Spring of 2007.  She will 
graduate in May 2012 with a Dual Masters 
Degree in Mental Health Counseling and 
School Counseling from Webster Univer-
sity.  Megan is on the Dean’s List with a 4.0 
GPA.  In August, she plans to attend Argosy 
University to pursue a Doctorate Degree 
in Counseling Psychology.  She hopes to 
complete her PHD degree by 2016.  She 
is accomplishing this as a single mom of a 
4-year old daughter, Brooke, while working 
full-time at the Healthy Start Supervisor, with 
pregnant women and infants that are at risk 
of poor birth outcomes and developmental 
delay.  She finds her job very rewarding, as 
she assists people who are struggling with 
life’s challenges.

Amy Burkard, Megan’s younger sister, 
is a 2011 graduate of Lemon Bay H.S. of 

Englewood, Florida with the award of Magna 
Cum Laude.  She is currently attending 
Edison State College in Punta Gorda, FL, 
pursuing a degree in Event Management.  
Amy is also currently on the Dean’s List 
with a 4.0 GPA.

Not to be outdone by his older and 
younger sisters is Brian Burkard, who in 
the Fall of 2009 graduated from Rutgers 
University in New Brunswick with a de-
gree in Turf Management.  He is currently 
employed by Riverwood Golf and Country 
Club in Port Charlotte, FL as an Assistant 
Superintendent.

Megan, Amy and Brian are the children 
of Lynn Phillips Burkard and Brian Burkard, 
formerly of South Amboy, and currently 
residing at Rotonda W., Florida, and the 
grandchildren of former South Amboy 
residents Elaine Nemeth Burkard, and Joe 
Burkard, and Mary and Jim Phillips of South 
Amboy.  Congratulations on your outstand-
ing accomplishments!
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Long, Long Ago

This is what Star Field on lower Augusta 
Street in South Amboy looked like way 
back in 1927.  Pictured (l-r) is Sylvester 
Lotkowictz, William Lotkowictz, and Marion 
Lotkowictz.  In the background you can see 
the Seaboard Coal Co. steam shed, where 
the boxcars of coal were thawed out and 
sent to the coal dumpers to be loaded on 
barges and distributed to power plants in 
NJ and NY to generate electricity for homes 
and commercial use.  (Photo/info courtesy 
of Joe Lotkowictz)

History Is Made In South Amboy 1800 Style
By Fran Fitzmorris

The small town of South Amboy has 
a history of being in the right place at the 
right time.  This summer, the town will be 
remembering the 100th Anniversary of the 
first “organized” Air Mail delivery flight ever 
on July 4, 1912 between South Amboy and 
Perth Amboy.  88 years prior to this, South 
Amboy became a part of “history,” virtually 
unnoticed.  The early evening of October 9, 
1830, a young man named Charles Dumont, 
from Jersey City, was preparing to make the 
first Hot Air Balloon flight by a native-born 
American.  He was planning to take flight 

from New York City, and had no idea where 
he was going to land.  The flight was planned 
for 4:45 p.m., and Dumont would leave from 
Castle Gardens, located down near Battery 
Point in lower Manhattan.  Thousands of 
spectators gathered to see him off and to see 
history made.  Bands were there to provide 
some entertainment, and the Star Spangled 
Banner was played at lift off.

There was some anxiety as the time ap-
proached, and finally at 4:40 p.m., Dumont 
lifted off to the cheers of the crowd.  The 
lift off had some anxious moments, when 
the balloon came within 30 feet of crashing 
into New York Bay.  Dumont to lighten the 
load, rid his balloon of excess ballast, and 
the balloon then rose high into the sky and 
passed out of site over Staten Island.  For the 
next 36 hours, the people of the New York 
City area would have no knowledge of what 
happened to Dumont and his balloon.  He 
had 2 Carrier pigeons with him to be released 
periodically with messages on how he was 
doing, but apparently they never got back 
to Castle Gardens.

What they missed during this time is 
that he made history landing on the beaches 
of South Amboy!  In the Sunday New York 
and New Jersey newspapers, the following 
was reported; “Charles Dumont of Jersey 
City acknowledges and thanks Dr. Solomon 
of Perth Amboy and the people of Perth 
Amboy and South Amboy for their kind at-
tentions to him on landing in their vicinity 
after his excursion.  On Monday morning, 
Mr. Dumont boarded the Steamboat, “The 
Thistle” in Perth Amboy and returned to a 
hero’s welcome in Castle Gardens.”  Both 
Perth and South Amboy should be proud of 
what took place then and today.

*Footnote-When the flight took place 
in 1830, technically speaking, South Amboy 
was still part of Perth Amboy, and would 
be until 1835, so Perth should get credit.  
However, when South Amboy split and 
became a township in 1835, where the bal-
loon landed was now part of South Amboy.  
Edwin Roddy, one of the earliest historians 
of South Amboy in the early 20th century, 
upon researching the events, claimed that 
he was certain the balloon landing site was 
part of South Amboy, so we’ll go with what 
Mr. Roddy researched. 
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Navy Petty Officer Jennifer Riehl of South Amboy is at the helm of the U S S Burke. She 
is presently deployed off the coast of Somlia. (Photo Submitted)

Roasted Half 
Chicken Dinner
St. Stan’s Holy Name Society will pres-

ent Carmen Spezzi’s Roasted Half Chicken 
Dinner on Friday, April 20th from 5-8 p.m.  
The dinner includes ½ chicken, baked potato, 
green beans, garden salad, beer, wine, soda, 
coffee and dessert.  Cost is $15 per adult.  
Special Children’s Meal of chicken nug-
gets and French fries (and previously listed 
sides) is $7 per child up to age 12.  Tickets 
are available after all Sunday Masses or at 
the Parish Office during normal operating 
hours.  No BYOB please.  There will also 
be a 50/50 raffle.

Poster Contest 
Winners

The Sayreville Lions Club held its an-
nual Peace Poster contest, which encourages 
students to illustrate their vision of peace.  
This year’s theme was “Children Know 
Peace.”

The Lions selected 3 sixth-graders 
from Sayreville Middle School as winners: 
1st place-Roseline Akeju-$100; 2nd place-
Therese Lumapas-$50; 3rd place-Neethu 
Sureshkumar-$50.  The awards were pre-
sented at a Lions Club dinner on March 6.  
Congratulations!

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

                  ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 buisness, 

2 impossible. Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with 
lighted candles. Pray whether you believe in it or 
not. Publish on the 9th day. May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be praised, adored and glorified today 
and every day. Request will be granted no matter 
how impossible it may seem. Publication must be 
promised. -B.T.S.
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Congratulations to Stella Misiewicz of 
Sayreville, who is serving her 35th year 
as a Recreation Advisory Committee 
volunteer!  Mayor Kennedy O’Brien 
thanked Stella personally at the Borough’s 
reorganizational meeting, saying, “This 
tirelessly dedicated lady also gives her time 
to the VFW and her parish, St. Stanislaus, 
and is one of the treasures of Sayreville.”  
Stella is the mother of popular Sayreville 
Chiropractor, Dr. John Misiewicz, and the 
late Dr. Thomas L. Misiewicz.  (Photo/info 
submitted)

Sisters Celebrate Jubilees
By Tom Burkard

Area sisters recently celebrating 
milestone jubilees are: Sister Mary Peter 
Coakley, RSM- 80 years, who is a graduate 
of St. Mary’s Grammar and High Schools.  
From 1946-2004, she had an outstanding 
career in teaching, research, publishing, 
lecturing and other professional activities in 
chemistry at Georgian Court College. Sister 
Helen O’Donnell, RSM- 70 years, had her 
first teaching assignment at St. Mary’s HS, 
and was a great typing teacher, believe me!  
Thank you Sister Helen!  Your patience 
and encouragement with me has paid off!  
After teaching for 5 years at Mount St. 
Mary Academy, she was appointed assistant 
administrator.  She now resides at McAuley 
Hall Health Care Center, Watchung.   Sister 
Marlene Fritz, RSM- 60 years, attended Our 
Lady of Victories School in Sayreville, and 
St. Mary’s HS.  She is currently Associate 
Director for the N.J. Office of Development 
of the Mid-Atlantic Community of the Sis-

ters of Mercy, and also clinical supervisor 
of students at Seton Hall University.   Sister 
Irene Nebus, RSM- 50 years, graduated 
from Sacred Heart School, and St. Mary’s 
HS.  She is currently sacristan for all func-
tions, including Masses, prayer services and 
graduation at Mount St. Mary Academy.   
Sister Dorothy Sajczuk, CSSF- 50 years, 
who taught for quite awhile at Sacred Heart 
School, where she was a colleague of mine 
in the 1980’s, and for the past 18 years has 
been a teacher and librarian at Perth Amboy 
Catholic School.    Sister Esther Hernandez, 
RSM- 50 years, taught for many years at 
St. Mary’s HS, and currently is the World 
Language teacher at Sacred Heart School, 
and Director of Religious Education at La 
Asuncion Parish, Perth Amboy.   

May God continue to bless these won-
derful sisters who have been called by God 
to dedicate their lives to serve others!

Elks Annual Dinner
South Amboy Elks #784 is holding its 

Annual Dinner with the Menlo Park Veter-
ans on Friday, April 27th, from 6-9 p.m., at 
601 Washington Ave., South Amboy, phone 
number 732-727-7170.  The dinner will 
feature Spaghetti & Meatballs, and the cost 
is $12-Adults, $6-kids, and children under 
5—FREE.  Takeout is available.  Proceeds 
to benefit the programs of the veterans 
committee.
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From The Political Archives

1960’s-Fred Leslie was re-elected for the eighth consecutive term as the South Amboy 
Democratic Municipal Chairman.  Rita Tedesco was chosen vice-chairperson, Alice Snover 
was elected treasurer, and Loretta Crowe was re-elected secretary. Pictured at the annual 
Democratic Organization meeting which was held at the Bay View Inn are seated (l-r) Marie 
McNerney, Catherine Duggan, Elizabeth McNamara, Fred Leslie, Loretta Crowe, Mary 
Stolte, Alice Snover, Margaret Surman.  Standing (l-r) Richard Schultz, Frank Cheeseman, 
Frank O’Brien, Frank Musolino, Ray Fleming, Bernard Kubisiak, Chester Meinzer, Joseph 
Quinlan.  (Photo/info courtesy of Bob and Agnes Leslie)

OLV Senior April 
Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their 
March Meeting on Thursday, April 12, 2012 
at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main 
Street in Sayreville. After a brief business 
meeting, the group will have an author 
presentation by Renee Gatz who wrote 
Wise Words & Witty Expressions. Renee 
grew up in Sayreville and has been sharing 
the wisdom of her parents’ “Wise Words” 
throughout the New Jersey community.  
Don’t forget to wear your favorite Spring 
attire. We are still collecting dues for this 
year. Dues for this year will be $10.00 a 
person for the year – September to June. 
Our meeting dates are:  May 4, and June 1. 
All meetings are held on Friday afternoon at 
1PM. Food donations to St. Vincent de Paul 
are always gladly accepted. Our group invites 
any senior who is 55 years and older to join 
our group. You do not need to be a member 
of OLV. Any questions please contact Teri 
at 732-727-7639.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

Long Ago…
1946-South Amboy Rotary Club of-

ficers were: Joseph Vail, President (he was 
also principal of H.G. Hoffman HS) and suc-
ceeded Dr. Frank Farrell for president; Ernest 
Scharff-Vice President; John Mullane-Secre-
tary; Thomas E. Downs-Treasurer;  Manuel 
Applegate Jr.-Sgt. At Arms. 
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A milestone birthday party was recently held at the Polish Home of Spotswood, NJ  for 
Carol Ambroziak and Carmelita Ruszala, both formerly of South Amboy.  The ladies share 
the same birthday, Feb. 20th.  Present and former South Amboy residents in the photo are 
bottom row (l-r) Christine Savage, Carmelita Ruszala, Carol Ambroziak, Irene Margaretta, 
Mary Lou Kapandais.  Top row (l-r) Joe Tankski, Tom Kuczynski, John Komosinski Jr., Len 
Ambroziak, Dave Margaretta, Frank Starosciak.  A fine time was had by all!  (Photo by 
Gail Tanski)

Holy Week Schedule
St. Mary Church 
Thurs., April 5-Holy Thursday-9 a.m.- 

Morning Prayer;  7 p.m.-Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper; 10 p.m.-Choral Night Prayer.  Friday, 
April 6-Good Friday-9 a.m.-Morning Prayer; 
3 p.m.-Good Friday Service.  Saturday, 
April 7-Holy Saturday-1 p.m.-Blessing of 
the Food; 7:30 p.m.-Easter Vigil.  Sunday, 
April 8-Easter Sunday: Resurrection of the 
Lord-8 a.m., 10 a.m., 12 p.m. Easter Mass. 

St. Stanislaus Kostka Church
Thurs. April 5-Holy Thursday-8 a.m. 

Morning Prayer; 7 p.m.-Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper (English); Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament until 12 midnight.  Friday April 
6-Good Friday-8 a.m.-Morning Prayer; 12 
noon-Stations of the Cross (English); 3 
p.m.-The Passion of the Lord (English); 7 
p.m.-Meka Panska (Polish); Adoration at the 
tomb until 10 p.m.  Saturday April 7-Holy 
Saturday-8 a.m.-Morning Prayer; 10 a.m., 12 
noon, 2 p.m.-Blessing of Food.  7 p.m.-Easter 
Vigil.  Sunday April 8-Easter Sunday-6:30 
a.m.-Rezurekcja (Polish); 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 
(English), 12 noon-Masses. 

Sacred Heart Church
Thurs. April 5th-7 p.m.-Mass of our 

Lord’s supper-All parish children are ex-
pected to be in attendance at this Mass; 
Friday April 6th-3 p.m.-Commemoration 
of the Passion with Veneration of the cross 
(In English); 7 p.m.-Commemoration of 
the Passion with Veneration of the cross (In 
Polish); Sat. April 7th-9 a.m. to  4 p.m.-Food 
Blessing in the school cafeteria on the hour; 
7:30 p.m.-Great Easter Vigil; Sunday April 
8-Easter Sunday Masses-7 a.m., 8:30 a.m. 
(Polish), 10 a.m., 12 noon. 

*There will be no Masses or Confes-
sions on Thursday, Friday or Saturday 
mornings.

Our Lady of Victories Church
Thurs. April 5th-8:15 a.m. Morning 

Prayer; 7 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper; 
11 p.m. Nigh Prayer; Friday April 6th-2 p.m. 
Outside Stations of the Cross; 3 p.m.-Service 
of the Lord’s Passion; 7 p.m.-Stations of the 
Cross; Sat. April 7th-8:15 a.m.- Morning 
Prayer; 12 p.m.-Blessing of Easter Food; 8 
p.m.-Easter Vigil Mass (No 5 p.m. Mass); 
April 8th-Easter Sunday Masses-7 a.m., 9 
a.m., 11 a.m., 12:45 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church South 
Amboy

Sunday April 1-Palm Sunday-10:30 
a.m.-Kids Program April 5-Maundy Thurs-
day Service- 7 p.m. ; April 8-Easter Sunday 
Service- 10:30 a.m.

Trinity Methodist 
Church News

By Lori Synarski
The church is hosting a study entitled 

“Broken To Peace” on Tuesday nights from 
7-8 p.m.  This study is focused on things that 
have happened in our lives, yet we all need 
to reach to our faith and become stronger.  
Please feel free to join us.  We are also 
kicking off small studies, so if interested 
call the church.

On April 8, Easter will begin with a 6:30 
a.m. service at Christ Church Cemetery on 
South Pine Ave., followed with a continental 
breakfast served back at the church.  Our 10 
a.m. service is also open to anyone look-
ing to celebrate the Resurrection of Christ.  
Please join in.

April 21-the church is hosting a Roast 
Pork Dinner from 5-7 p.m.  Tickets are $13 
and dinner consists of roast pork, mashed po-
tatoes, vegetables, and homemade desserts.  
Come and enjoy a delicious dinner!

April 28-the church will hold its 2nd Bid-
ding Auction at the South Amboy Knights of 
Columbus (by skating rink) from 7-9 p.m.  
We have been blessed with donations from 
various vendors, so please come and sup-
port.  All proceeds will be used for outreach 
programs such as the food bank, SPCA, and 
neighborhood programs.  Feel free to bring 
snacks—complimentary desserts, soda and 
coffee will be served.

Our church may be small, but with 
that comes closeness and a strong sense 
of family.  If you are looking for a local 
church with a sense of family, outreach and 
learning more about God’s goals, stop by on 
Sundays at 8:30 or 10 a.m. or call the church 
732-721-3558.
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A PRAYER FOR HEALINg
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.
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Trinity Methodist Church was rocking on March 2, as the band Still Small Voice played a 
benefit concert for a family who lost their husband/dad in an automobile accident.  A small 
group gathered to heal, enjoy, grow, and remember how powerful faith can be.  A special 
thanks to the band.  (Photo/info submitted)

Former South Amboy resident and ’68 St. 
Mary’s HS grad, Joe Noble (l) and his son Joe, 
who are huge St. Louis Cardinals baseball 
fans saw games 6 and 7 of the 2011 World 
Series in October.  Joe said “It was absolutely 
fantastic!  Hamilton’s homer in the 10th inning 
landed about five rows in front of us.  When 
the ball was hit, I said to my son, “I’m going 
to catch this thing.” I will take the memories 
of those two games to the grave.  My son 
said that he could sense his grandfather 
(Joe Sr.) there.”  Joe Noble Sr. was a true 
St. Louis Cardinals fan, and he probably had 
a front seat for all the games, looking down 
from heaven and cheering his Redbirds on 
to the World Series Championship. 
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Attention:
We are only too happy to help your 

organization promote upcoming non-
profit trips or events, but in order to give 
everyone an opportunity, The SA Times, 
will only be running your release/an-
nouncement for 1 month (1 issue).  We 
never charge you for that, never will, and 
in order to keep our newspaper produc-
tion costs down, hope you understand.  
We feel that we are providing you with 
free advertising, and 1-month should be 
enough to promote.   Your release/ an-
nouncement will be printed only one time, 
regardless if you send it in more than once.  
In order to make your non-profit trip or 
event successful, be sure you know the 
SA Times publication dates so that your 
release coincides with our publication 
date. Thank You.
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Music Trivia
Eyes

By Tom Burkard
1.__Can’t Take My Eyes Off You a. The Eagles
2.__The Night Has A Thousand Eyes b. Billy Idol
3.__Ebony Eyes c. Eric Carmen
4.__Blue Eyes d. The Alan Parsons Project
5.__Lyin’ Eyes e. Survivor
6.__Pretty Little Angel Eyes f. Frankie Valli
7.__Eye Of The Tiger g. Bobby Vee
8.__Hungry Eyes h. Elton John
9.__Eyes Without A Face i. The Everly Brothers
10._Eye In The Sky j. Curtis Lee

Answers 
1f 2g 3i 4h 5a 6j 7e 8c 9b 10d.

Eddie King and “The Tennessee Kings And Queens” was one of the finest Country Western 
bands in the local area during the 1940’s and 50’s.  They played in many bars and clubs 
with regularity during these years, and brought much pleasure to the many Country Western 
fans.  Unfortunately, the only members of the band to be identified were William A. Scully, 
of South Amboy playing stand up bass (c) and Eddie King playing accordion.  Bill Scully of 
Melrose, and the son of William A., indicated that all of the band members are deceased.  
(Photo/info courtesy of Bill Scully and Joe Lotkowictz, who was a music student of William 
A. Scully.  If anyone can identify other band members, e-mail: satimes@aol.com 

#1 Country Hits On 
March 31

2002-Blessed-Martina McBride
1993-When My Ship Comes In-Clint 
Black
1985-Crazy-Kenny Rogers
1970-The Fightin’ Side Of Me-Merle Hag-
gard
1965-King Of The Road-Roger Miller
1958-Ballad Of A Teenage Queen-Johnny 
Cash

#1 Pop Hits On 
March 31

2007-Glamorous-Fergie with Ludacris
1999-Believe-Cher
1988-Man In The Mirror-Michael Jackson
1977-Rich Girl-Hall & Oates
1966-The Ballad Of The Green Berets-SSgt. 
Barry Sadler
1959-Venus-Frankie Avalon

March 2, 1962
This was a huge day in history.  John 

F. Bongiovi  was born at Perth Amboy Hos-
pital, and would later go on to worldwide 
fame as lead singer of the fabulous Bon Jovi 
rock band, as well as a talented actor…NBA 
basketball legend Wilt Chamberlain scored 
an unbelievable 100 points in a game on 
this day against the New York Knicks, while 
playing for the Philadelphia Warriors.  The 
record still stands today.  

One Hit Wonders
45 Years Ago

1967-Talk Talk-The Music Machine; 
Wild Thing-Senator Bobby; (We Ain’t) Got 
Nothin’ Yet-The Blues Magoos; Music To 
Watch Girls By-The Bob Crewe Generation; 
Stand By Me-Spyder Turner; Mercy, Mercy, 
Mercy-“Cannonball” Adderley;  Then You 
Can Tell Me Goodbye-The Casinos; For 
What It’s Worth-The Buffalo Springfield; 
Friday On My Mind-The Easybeats; Sun-
shine Girl-Parade; Ding Dong! The Witch 
Is Dead-The Fifth Estate; Come On Down 
To My Boat-Every Mother’s Son;  A Little 
Bit Of Soul-The Music Explosion; Let It 
Out (Let It All Hang Out)-The Hombres; 
Everlasting Love-Robert Knight; Pata Pata-
Miriam Makeba; Next Plane To London-
Rose Garden.

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

Country Callin’-“Goes Down Easy” 
is a pretty cool song performed by a group 
called Van Zant.  The lyrics are fun, and 
the hook is catchy, check it out.  Lost In 
The 60’s- songs that deserve another listen 
or two-“Try Too Hard”-Dave Clark Five; 
“Tell Someone You Love Them”-Dino, 
Desi & Billy; “Morning Girl” recorded in 
1969 by the Neon Philharmonic; “Twenty 
Five Miles”-Edwin Starr; “Turn Back The 
Hands Of Time”-Tyrone Davis; “La-La-La”-
The Delfonics;  “Stay In My Corner”-The 
Dells;  “Let It All Hang Out”-The Hombres… 
Cool ’60 Instrumentals-“Soulful Strut” 
by Young-Holt Unlimited made it to #3 on 
Billboard in 1969.  “Grazing In The Grass” 
by Hugh Masekela topped the charts in ’68; 
Mason Williams’ “Classical Gas hit #2 in 
1968; Remember doin’ “The Horse” by 

Cliff Nobles & Co, also in ’68 as it climbed 
to #2.  An interesting bit of trivia: Nobles 
didn’t even play or sing on the track, and the 
brass that played would years later become 
known as MFSB.  The original title for “The 
Horse” was “Love Is All Right.”  

A few more great 60’s instrumentals 
to check out on Youtube.com are: “Time Is 
Tight” a #6 hit by Booker T. & The MG’s 
in 1969; “Watermelon Man” by Mongo 
Santamaria reached #10 way back in ’63;  
“Harlem Nocturne” by The Viscounts 
reached #39 in 1966; “No Matter What 
Shape (Your Stomach’s In)” by The T-Bones 
hit #3 in ’66, and was also used nationally 
as a TV commercial…An interesting song 
that was recently nominated for a Grammy 
is “Cherries” by Linda Chorney.  She has 
some great lyrics with this tune…    

Religious Songs
Some of the All-Time most popular re-

ligious songs include: Amazing Grace; How 
Great Thou Art; Be Not Afraid; On Eagles 
Wings; Immaculate Mary; Oh, Mary We 
Crown Thee; Ave Maria; Hail Holy Queen 
Enthroned Above; Queen Of The May;  You 
Are My God; Here I Am Lord; The Lord’s 
Prayer; Hail Mary; Yaweh You Are Near; 
Bread Of Life; I Will Raise You Up; I Be-
lieve; You’ll Never Walk Alone.American 

Music Theater’s 
Christmas Show
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a trip to the American Music Theater’s 
Christmas Show-Home for the Holidays 
on Saturday, November 10, 2012. Come 
celebrate the festive Christmas season with 
a show that is filled with whimsy, wonder, 
and a world of fun. The price of the trip is 
$85.00 which includes: show ticket, lunch at 
Shady Maple, bus transportation, bus driver 
gratuity, and snacks on the return trip. Each 
person will also receive a free American 
Music Theater’s Christmas CD. There will 
be one comp for one lucky winner. The bus 
will leave the OLV lower parking lot at 9AM 
and return approximately at 8PM. For further 
information or to reserve a seat, please call 
Geri Kabara at (732) 257-4351.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

The Sayreville Lady Bombers basketball seniors Gina Bongiorno, Rachel Harris, Bridget 
Giovenco, Tori Woods, Gabby Cassiere, Angie Pedraza are pictured at the “Fight Like A 
Girl” promotion to battle Leukemia.  A former SWMHS student is battling Leukemia and all 
donations and fundraisers from Senior Night went  toward helping this student with medical 
bills.  (Photo/info courtesy of Eileen Downs-Giovenco)

Cheyenne Grant

Monmouth University girls’ basketball coach Jenny Kuziemski Palmateer (c) and her assistant 
coach Reggie Carney (l) take in the action at a Hawks game this season.  Carney coached 
Palmateer on the Hoffman HS championship teams of the late 1980’s.  (Photo courtesy of 
Monmouth University)

Dufrat Selected
Sayreville’s standout swimmer, Peter 

Dufrat, was a 1st Team All-Area pick by the 
Home News Tribune for his outstanding 
swimming in the 100 freestyle, where he 
turned in a best time of 47.70.

Locals Playing For 
Kean University
Sayreville residents Julie Braun, a fresh-

man who graduated from Bishop Ahr and 
plays the infield, along with utility player 
soph, Colleen Leschinski, a Sayreville War 
Memorial HS graduate, are members of the 
Kean University women’s softball team.  
Leschinski appeared in 11 games last season 
and batted .250.

Poulsen To Coach 
Guvs

South Amboy HS selected former as-
sistant coach Dan Poulsen as varsity baseball 
coach for the 2012 season.  Poulsen, who was 
a star pitcher for the Governors from 1997 
to 2000, is #3 in Hoffman/South Amboy 
HS history with 22 victories.  He finished 
his playing career in Purple & Gold colors 
with a spectacular 9-1 record in 2000, to 
give him an overall 22-9 won-lost record 
for 4 years on the varsity.  He burst on the 
schoolboy baseball season as a freshman in 
1997, turning in a perfect 5-0 mark.

Dan knows his baseball inside-out, and 
should really add some spark to the South 
Amboy Guvs.  Good luck, Dan!

Townes 1st Team 
Pick

Cardinal McCarrick’s superstar soph, 
Marques Townes was chosen 1st Team All-
Area by Home News Tribune.  The talented 
basketball player was #4 in scoring in the 
GMC with an 18.8 avg., and had a high game 
of 35 points.  Locals receiving Honorable 
Mention were Cardinal McCarrick’s Alonzo 
Hamilton, Jumanne McDaniel, Jaydee Ro-
driquez; Sayreville-Corey Taite, Cody Van 
Note; South Amboy-Joe Fruncillo, Steve 
Herdman.  Congratulations!

N.J.S.I.A.A. Tournament
Boys
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s pounded 

Moorestown Friends 59-32 in a Non-Public 
South B quarterfinal contest.  Marques 
Townes and McDaniel led the scoring with 
14 points apiece.

Elizabeth downed the Bombers of 
Sayreville, 76-57 in North 2 Group IV play.  
Joe Saitta led the Blue & Gray scoring bri-
gade with 18 points.

Keansburg stopped the Governors of 
South Amboy in a first round CJ Group I 

game, 47-36.  Steve Herdman led the Purple 
& Gold with 8 points.

Girls
Gill St. Bernard stopped Cardinal Mc-

Carrick/St. Mary’s, 69-47 in a first round 
Non-Public South game.

Bayonne belted Sayreville, 61-43, de-
spite 17 points by Rachel Harris in North 2 
Group IV competition.

Perth Amboy Tech routed South Amboy, 
64-27 in CJ Group I opening round action.  
Nicole Burns pumped in 13 for SA.

Locals Chosen To 
All-Area Bowling 

Teams
Cardinal McCarrick’s star bowler, 

Nicole Higgins was selected to the Home 
News Tribune 1st Team All-Area Girls Bowl-
ing squad.  She had the 5th highest average 
in the area with a 198.6, and her high game 
was 265, high series-726. 

First team selections on the boys All-
Area Team are junior Jason “Jay” Ciszewski, 
who had the highest average in the area with 
an amazing 221.51, while his high game 
was 276 and high series-751.  Also chosen 
was teammate Michael Danchiso, also a 
junior, was #3 in the area with an average of 
220.30, high game-268, and high series-717.  
Congratulations, to all! 

Hartsfield All-Area
Sayreville’s standout girls track star, 

Amari Hartsfield was chosen 1st Team All-
Area by the Home News Tribune for the 
55-yard dash.

Inman Scores 
1,000th Point

Junior Tara Inman, standout basketball 
player for Holmdel HS girls’ team, joined the 
elite 1,000 point scoring club on Jan. 31st.  
She became the 8th Lady Hornets player in 
history to reach the magic number.   John 
Inman, her father, was a star athlete at St. 
Mary’s HS, and key member of the 1980 
Parochial B South championship basketball 
team.  In addition, he was an All-County 1st 
team, and All-State pitcher in 1981.  Tara’s 
grandfather, the late Jim Inman was also a 
superb athlete at Hoffman HS, and in 1953, 
was a First Team All-County basketball se-
lection and also made All-County in baseball 
as a pitcher.  Congratulations, Tara!  You can 
see a great video on Tara’s fabulous season 
by going to: hhbpa.com/tara/index.html.

College Chatter
Cheyenne Grant, of the College of St. 

Elizabeth had an excellent season, averaging 
in double figures.  In addition, she received 
an invitation to play for USA Athletes In-
ternational in the Curacao Friendship Series 
on the island of Curacao from May 28-June 
4.  The talented soph from Sayreville War 
Memorial HS has scored nearly 500 points 
in 2 seasons...Rhonda Rompola, arguably 
Sayreville High’s greatest girls’ athlete in 
history, has reached another milestone in 
her illustrious collegegiate coaching career 
at SMU.  In her 21st season at the school, she 
won her 369th game to set an SMU mark for 
most victories in history by a coach.  This 
year was a rebuilding year for the Mustangs, 
and they finished 14-17…Former Sayreville 
Bombers star athlete, Jim Campion recently 
completed his fourth season as Head Coach 
of women’s basketball at Bethany College, 
Lindsborg, Kansas.  The team has been 
rebuilding and is hoping to improve next 
season…Olivia Gorczynski, a 2011 grad 
of Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary HS, scored 
140 points, averaging 8.8 ppg. (#2 on the 
team), and was the leader in 3-point field 
goals with 37 for Chestnut Hill College 
who finished 6-20…Larry Lenahan, a South 
Amboy HS grad, closed out a superb col-
lege basketball career by leading the team 
in rebounds with 194, and rebound average 
7.8.  He also pumped in 296 points, 11.8, 
both third highest on the team, while lead-
ing the club with a 59% field goal pct.  He 

finished as the school’s All-Time field goal 
percentage leader with a terrific 59.9%, as 
his Centenary College team finished 12-13… 
Sayreville War Memorial HS grad, David 
Langan topped his Wesley College squad 
with an amazing 60.9% field shooting pct.  
He also was #2 in rebounds with 173, and 
a 6.9 avg.  Langan fired in 213 points, 8.5 
ppg, for Wesley as the team finished 12-
14…Another Sayreville HS grad, Jessica 
Kitrys of Adelphi University (9-17) had a 
tremendous season, leading the team in scor-
ing with 396 points, 15.8 ppg., and also was 
the #1 rebounder with 176, 7.0…Cardinal 
McCarrick HS  grad, Julio Rosario was a 
key reserve in helping William Paterson 
University to a tremendous 24-4 record.  
He scored 162 points, 6.2 ppg…Another 
Cardinal McCarrick HS alumnus, Chrissy 
Keir led Charleston University with 93 as-
sists, and scored 290 points, 10.4 ppg., both 
#3 on the club that finished 13-15…South 
Amboy HS graduate Courtney Hulsart was 
injured for most of the season, playing in 
only 3 games and averaging 2.7 ppg, for 
Rowan University (10-16)…

MCC Baseball 
Features Locals
The Middlesex County College (MCC) 

baseball team features three South Amboy/
Sayreville players on its 2012 roster.  Blake 
Cuomo who starred for the Sayreville Bomb-
ers last season is playing second base, and 
has 4 hits in 12 at bats for a .333 avg., and 2 
RBI.  Pitcher Joe Lunger won his first start of 
the year, allowing 7 hits, no earned runs, and 
struck out 4 in 7 innings.  He is a Cardinal 
McCarrick alum.  Third baseman Joe Smith 
starred for South Amboy HS last year.

Palmateer Finishes Standout First 
Season At Monmouth

Jenny Kuziemski Palmateer, in her first 
season at Head Coach of the Monmouth 
University women’s basketball team took 
her club to within one game of becoming 
the first Monmouth U. five to appear in the 
NCAA in 29 years.

The Hawks had their work cut out for 
them in the Northeast Conference Tourna-
ment championship against the first place 
club, Sacred Heart University.   Trailing by 
18 points in the first half, and later by 15 in 
the second half, they battled back valiantly 
to tie the score with 11:15 left, but ended up 
bowing to the Hearts, 58-48.

Following the game, Coach Palmateer 
said, “I’m really disappointed to fall short 
in that one, but I’m really proud of our 
team to get to this point, and really, really 
proud of our team and what we achieved 
this season.”

Monmouth had a tough start this sea-
son, plagued by injuries, but managed to 
persevere through the ups and downs, and 
finished with an impressive 19-13 record.  
Congratulations Jenny and also to her as-
sistant coach Reggie Carney on a terrific 
first year run!  We’re looking forward to 
next season!
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

18

From The Sports Archives
Glory Days 
In Local 
Sports

1951-St. Mary’s nipped 
Perth Amboy St. Mary’s 1-0 
in a baseball thriller.  Winning 
pitcher Bill Richardson fired 
the shutout, and Ed Downs 
ripped an RBI single in the 1st 
inning.  1964-Hoffman beat 
Perth Amboy St. Mary’s 4-3 on a pinch hit 
by Joe Zailski, who drove in Jerry Drill with 
the game-winner.  Winning pitcher Dennis 
Wood fired a 4-hitter and belted a single and 
double to knock in 2 runs.  Gary Mihok added 
2 hits.   1973-Sayreville topped Steinert, 
2-1 in the 1st round of CJ Group IV tour-
ney play.  Winning pitcher Walt Rondesko 
fired a 1-hitter, struck out 8, and singled in 
the winning run. 1985-The Hoffman girls’ 
softball team annihilated Dunellen, 30-2.  
Winning pitcher Kim Schuck laced 3 hits.   
Cindy DeFort was a perfect 4-for-4 with 
2 doubles, Mary Anne Lewis also went 4-
for-4 with a triple, and Lynn Ust got 2 hits.  
1998-Coach Bill Garnett’s St. Mary’s girls’ 
softball club nipped Highland Park, 10-9.  
Winning pitcher Molly McCreary stroked 
2 hits, and Courtney Balon knocked in 2 
runs.  2002-Sayreville girls’ softball squad 
slipped by JFK, 3-2 on winning pitcher 
Lauren Karbowski’s 4-hitter.   

T.H.E. 
Game
Sport-Baseball
Year-1970
Teams-St. Mary’s vs. Sayreville
Recap-Flame-throwing lefthander, Greg 
Lyon allowed only 3 hits in 5 innings, strik-
ing out 12 of 15 possible outs, as Sayreville 
stopped St. Mary’s 3-0.  Joe Gabel drilled a 
2-run double, and Kevin Lynch drove in the 
other run with a long triple.  Tom Boychuk 
got 2 hits for the Eagles.
The Lineups:
St. Mary’s 0
Joe Wallis 2b Dave Wisniewski 3b Nick 
Charmello ss  Bernie Mackie cf Doug 
Sprague c Boychuk lf Dan Weinman p Bill 
Miller 1b John Ammon rf.  Res.  Dan MacKay 
pr Jim Shannon ph Mike Luczkow lf.
Sayreville 3
Rick Popowski cf Gary Unkel c Lynch rf 
Hockenjos ss George Olszewski 3b Joe 
Gabel lf Jim Campion 1b Rich Casazza 
2b Lyon p.  Res. Steve Gorrie 1b Bruce 
Marcinczyk c Mike Drahos pr Rich Lerche 
rf Alan Pasztornyicky 3b Tony Mancini 
rf Bruce Buckiewicz cf Cristosi 2b Kevin 
Corrigan p. 
Player-Of-The-Game-Greg Lyon, Sayre-
ville

1965-The talented Hoffman HS baseball team pictured top row (l-r) Coach John Zdanewicz, 
Lou Grover, Frank Pauloski, Tony Pelican, Paul Kosovich, Harry Clayton, Harold Dennen, 
Joe Zailski.  Bottom row (l-r) Bob Keegan, Leo Dohan, John Ewtushek, Mike Keller, Ed 
Szatkowski, Billy Clayton, Edwin Witkowski.

Opening Day
45 Years Ago

1967 - Four Sayreville Bomber pitchers 
combined to fire an Opening Day no-hitter, 
as they pounded Perth Amboy, 8-0.  Win-
ning pitcher, Rich More, Bob Keister, Rich 
Schreck and Reggie Carney throttled the 
Lions.  Mickey Roberts drilled 2 hits, and 
Nick DeBiase lined an RBI single for the 
Blue & Gray…

Hoffman hammered Henry Hudson, 15-
0 behind winning pitcher Curt Wood, who 
hurled a 2-hitter and struck out 11, while 
going 5-for-5 with a double.  Bob Keegan 
drilled 3 hits including a double and triple to 
drive in 3 runs, while Billy Clayton orbited 
a 2-run homer, and Fran Chonsky was a 
perfect 4-for-4 with 2 RBI.

Croydon Hall shocked St. Mary’s base-
ball team, 9-2 despite a single and double by 
Tony Ruszala, and 2 hits apiece from Bill 
Farrell and Ken Lyon.

50 Years Ago…
1962-St. Mary’s girls’ basketball sextet 

(6 players on the court) team,  lost a heart-
breaking 28-26 contest to Perth Amboy St. 
Mary’s.  Superstar Carol Surman poured 
in 20 points for the Blue & Gold.  The 
Eaglettes (As they were known back then) 
lineup featured Surman, Gail Henson, Cathy 
Covert, Lynn Montelbano, Penny Dohan and 
Susan Charlton.

45 Years Ago…
1967-St. Mary’s baseball team pounded 

St. Rose, 11-6 behind winning pitcher Tom 
Dowd, who had 2 RBI.  Jack O’Connor 
blasted a solo home run and RBI single, Vince 
Zebro and Bill Farrell both went 2-for-2, and 
John Clark knocked in 2 runs.

40 Years Ago
1972-UCLA won the highly-competi-

tive Hoffman HS Intramural championship 
in 3 games over the Knicks.  In the finale, 
UCLA was paced by Jerry Dubleski’s 24 
points, Al Braun 20, captain Jim Ziola 8, 
and Ken Booker 6.  The Knicks were led by 
Rich Mann with 21 points, Rich Johnson 11, 
John Coleman 8, and Mark Billich 5.

The Annual John 
J. Wojcik Charity 

Game
A Basketball Game for Our Lady of 

Victories St. Vincent dePaul Society  between 
Sayreville’s Police and Fire Departments will 
be held on Monday April 16th at 7:30 p.m. at 
OLV  Monsignor Dalton Hall.  Tickets can 
be purchased at the door.  All are welcome 
to join in the fun for a good cause.

Strange Day In 
Sports

March 10, 1928-This is hard to believe, 
but in the state scholastic basketball tour-
nament, both local high school teams, St. 
Mary’s and South Amboy were eliminated 
on the same day, at the same gym, by the 
exact same score!  This is pretty amazing!  
Hightstown nipped South Amboy, 24-23.  
The South Amboy scoring was as follows: 
Bill Kurtz 13 Gene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski 6 
Ansel Morriss 4, Hourahan 0 Lawrence 0.

Cathedral of Trenton topped St.  Mary’s 
by the identical score of 24-23.  The scoring 
line: Johnny Grimes 10 John Zdanewicz 9 
Stan “Sweets” Jankowski 3 Gelsinon 1 Lou 
Lagoda 0.  

1968 All-Middlesex 
Basketball Team
The Evening News selected the fol-

lowing to its  ’68 All-Middlesex Basketball 
1st Team: Brian Taylor, Noel Lugo-Perth 
Amboy; John Somogyi-St. Peter’s;  Curt 
Wood-Hoffman; Ted Ayotte.  Sayreville’s 
Bob Zukowski was a 2nd team pick, and 
Hoffman’s Greg Havlusch and Mark Bratus 
of St. Mary’s were 3rd team choices. 

First All-City 
Basketball Team
1971-The first All-City Men’s Senior 

Basketball team was selected by the coaches 
and referees.  The 1st Team choices were: 
Nick Charmello, English Chevron; Jerry 
Kudrick, Colonel’s Garter; Ray Downs, Bay 
City Liquors; Tom Holovacko, Brave Bulls; 
Ron Ciszewski, Roddy’s Tavern.

Bowler Identified
Last month we ran a photo of a local 

bowling team, and the man with the ? was 
identified.  Thanks to loyal readers, we were 
informed that he was in fact, Stanley Gatz, 
a talented bowler.  

Mayor Henry’s First State Of The City 
Address 

(Continued from page 1)
has been submitted to the state for ap-

proval.  He said once they get this approval, 
the city can finish the road to the terminal site 
and the so-called “bridge to nowhere” will 
go to a place where people can once again 
get a ferry ride to New York.  The Federal 
Transportation Act has allocated $13 million 
for this project.  Henry is pleased with the 
revival of the Historical Society of South 
Amboy.  As a history teacher and life-long 
resident, he called this one of his pet proj-
ects.  The Society has applied to the county 
for plaques commemorating the Camden-
Amboy Railroad and the 1950 Explosion.  
The plaques will be placed at places where 
they can be read and people can appreciate 
South Amboy’s rich history.  Mayor Henry 

also announced the return of fireworks July 
3 on Raritan Bay.  He praised cooperation of 
Perth Amboy officials who are working with 
South Amboy to put this together.  Henry 
noted the cost of this display will be totally 
funded through the donations of sponsors 
and not the taxpayers.  Besides celebrating 
the Fourth of July, South Amboy will also 
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the first 
air mail flight, which left South Amboy and 
landed in Perth Amboy.  Henry also discussed 
upgrades to the city’s website, improved 
technology at the library, upgrades to the 
electrical systems at 5 firehouses, city parks, 
and city streets.  These improvements came 
from several available grants. 
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The O’Brien Twins Coming Home
By Tom Burkard 

Pictured recently at the Cal Ripken Sr. Foundation Aspire Gala in Baltimore, Maryland are 
(l-r) Cal Ripken Jr., Ed O’Brien, Billy Ripken, John O’Brien, Mark Teixeira. (Photo courtesy 
of John and Ed O’Brien)

South Amboy’s Johnny and Eddie O’Brien were the most famous twins in the world in the 
1950’s. (Photo courtesy of John and Ed O’Brien) 

From (l-r) Ed O’Brien, Jim “Troubles” O’Brien, and John O’Brien are pictured on Jim’s 80th 
birthday at the state of Washington.  (Photo courtesy of John and Ed O’Brien)

John and Ed O’Brien, the most renowned 
twins in the world during the 1950’s are com-
ing home again. They’ll be back in town for 
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School 
Athletic Hall-of-Fame Dinner/Induction 
ceremony on Friday, May 4th at the Grand 
Marquis on Rt. 9 in Old Bridge.  John and 
Ed will serve as the guest speakers, and you 
can bet they will have many, most interest-
ing stories to tell about their outstanding 
and successful careers in both sports and 
beyond.  This will be their first appearance 
in town since ’08, when they were back for 
the same fundraising event.  Ed said that, 
“We always look forward to coming back 
to South Amboy.  It’s like a homecoming.  
We get to see people we haven’t seen in 
years.  It’s always nice to be able to honor 
the new group of Hall-of-Famers that are 
coming in.”  

For those of you not familiar with these 
dynamic individuals, they graduated from 
St. Mary’s HS Class of ’48, and are charter 
members of the Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s HS Athletic Hall-of-Fame.  The 
school’s Advancement Director Debra Miller 
called the O’Brien’s and asked for their help 
at this year’s event, and they gladly accepted.  
Despite the very long distance from the 
state of Washington, and busy schedules, 
the O’Briens have always been available to 
come back and help South Amboy, especially 
their high school.

In Seattle, they established the Forgot-
ten Children’s Fund in 1977, that provides 
the magic and hope of Christmas through 
in person visits by Santa and his elves to 
approximately 2,800 children in the Puget 
Sound Area, delivering individually wrapped 
presents, coats, bicycles, food, energy as-
sistance and most important, hope to those 
experiencing temporary financial hardship 
due to special circumstances.  John and Ed 
are still very active in every phase of this 
wonderful Fund to assist their fellow human 
beings who are down on their luck.

On January 31st, Cal Ripken spoke at the 
Seattle University baseball team’s “Meet the 
Redhawks” Dinner, and on Feb. 1st, was the 
keynote speaker at the Hutch Award Banquet 
in Seattle.  The O’Briens also attended this 
event, and on Feb. 10th, Cal had them flown 
back to Maryland to attend the Cal Ripken Sr. 
Foundation’s Aspire Gala, which is its main 
fundraising event h.  John and Ed became 
friends with Cal Sr. when the three served in 
the Army at the Aberdeen Proving Ground.  
Over the years, the O’Briens have helped out 
the Ripken Foundation, and Ripken Baseball 
by appearing at different clinics.  Ed said 
that, “Cal is very nice, easy-going, and laid 
back, while Billy is just the opposite.”  At 

this year’s Gala, $2,500,000 was raised!
For those who aren’t familiar with South 

Amboy’s O’Brien twins, their accomplish-
ments are so very many, and their colorful 
careers should really have been told in a 
book or on the movie screen.  These guys 
are incredible!  The following are just some 
of the major highlights of their amazing 
careers .

John & Ed O’Brien Career High-
lights

1948-Ed tossed in the game-winning 
free throw with 0:30 seconds left to give 
the Eagles a thrilling 47-46 victory over 
Immaculate Conception of Montclair in 
the South Jersey Parochial B championship 
game…Although St. Mary’s lost a heart-
breaker in the state championship game, 
John was selected M.V.P.

1949-1953-The O’Brien boys, literally 
put Seattle University on the map.  In basket-
ball , they were known as “Mr. Inside” and 
“Mr. Outside.”  The varsity basketball team 
compiled an incredible (90-17) record, and 
the baseball team was also fantastic with a 
(62-14) mark during their college years.

1951-John set the school record for 
highest batting average in a season with an 
outstanding .566 mark, which still stands 
today.

1952-Seattle University shocked the 
Harlem Globetrotters, 84-81, as John led 
the way with an unbelievable 43 points, 
and Ed tossed in 13.  The Trotters at the 
time were considered the greatest profes-
sional basketball team in the world…Also, 
in 1952, John became the first varsity player 
in NCAA history to score 1,000 points in 

a season, finishing the 1951-52 campaign 
with 1,051 points.

1953-Upon graduation, John was the 
NCAA’s #1 All-Time leading scorer with 
2,733 points, 25.8 avg. on varsity, and an-
other 569 points on the freshman team, to 
make him the first collegiate player to score 
over 3,000 points.  If records had been kept 
back then for assists, Ed would probably 
hold them all.   He could also put points on 
the board, and in his career, he scored 1,237 
points, 11.7 avg.

The talented duo was in demand, and 
appeared on national TV shows such as 
“The Ed Sullivan Show,” “The Milton Berle 
Show,” and “The Don O’Neill Show.” 

Following graduation from Seattle Un-
viersity, the O’Brien brothers were signed as 
“Bonus Babies” with the Pittsburgh Pirates 
for $25,000 each, and on May 10, 1953, 
John and Ed O’Brien made Major League 
history by becoming the first set of  twins 
to play together in the majors for the same 
team in the same game, starting at shortstop 
and second base for the Pittsburgh Pirates in 
a game against the New York Giants at the 
old Polo Grounds.

2011-The creation of the Ed and John 
O’Brien Center for Athletic Administration 

building at Seattle University, honored the 
brothers for their years of supporting the 
athletics program. 
*********************************

Random Notes:  They became very 
close friends with legendary singer/actor 
Bing Crosby, who was one of the Pirates’ 
owners…When they played for Pittsburgh, 
the great Branch Rickey was the club’s GM, 

and thought highly of the O’Brien twins, and 
they in turn felt the same towards him…

John and Ed played 112 games together 
with Pittsburgh, and turned about 50 double 
plays, which was a big-league record for 
brothers, that lasted until the 1980’s, when 
the Ripen boys, Cal and Billy broke the 
mark…The O’Brien twins are one of only 
four brother combos to play second base 
and shortstop on the same Major League 
club…
**********************************

It’s been a long time since the O’Brien 
brothers starred at St. Mary’s, 64 years 
to be exact, but they are still doing great 
things, along with their younger brother, 
Jim “Troubles,” O’Brien, and are a true 
credit to society.  The three brothers, now 
in their early 80’s, remain very active in 
charity work, especially “The Forgotten 
Children’s Fund.”

Outside of sports, John and Ed excelled 
in all phases of their lives.  Following his pro 
baseball career, John served as King County 
Commissioner from the 1960’s through the 
1970’s, and later became manager of the 
Kingdome.  Ed became the Seattle University 
athletic director for 22 years from 1958-1980.  
In between, he was the bullpen coach for the 
Seattle Pilots (predecessors to the Mariners 
)during the ’69 season.  Jim was also success-
ful, and retired as a Captain after 31 years 
with the Kings County Sheriff’s Dept.

We hope to see you at the Cardinal Mc-
Carrick/St. Mary’s HS Athletic Hall-of-Fame 
Dinner/Induction on May 4th.  John and Ed 
O’Brien have terrific stories to tell of their 
illustrious careers, and will be a real treat 
for those who attend.   They are two of the 
classiest, yet down-to-earth gentlemen you 
could ever want to meet.

Tickets for this great sports gala are 
$75 and underwriting opportunities are also 
available.  For more information, contact 
Advancement Director Debra Miller at 
732-721-0748 ext. 243 or dmiller@cardi-
nalmccarrick.com, or visit www.cardinalmc-
carrick.com.

NOTE:  See Tom Burkard’s huge 
2008, two-part interview with the O’Brien 
Twins online at: thesatimes.com.  Go to the 
November 22, 2008 issue for Part 1, and 
December 20, 2008 issue for Part 2.  The 
in-depth interviews can be found on Page 
19 in both issues.

*A special thank you to Bob Holton 
of South Amboy for the information on the 
O’Brien/Ripken connection.  He received 
a news article from his sister-in-law, Mary 
McIntyre Coakley, who lives in Michigan.  
Her sister Catherine, who lives in Seattle 
sent her the article, and Mary in turn sent 
it to Bob.
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Four New Rides At 
Great Adventure
Six Flags Great Adventure & Wild Safari 

is introducing four new thrilling rides to its 
current lineup.  SkyScreamer  a 24-story 
tall extreme swing ride, anchors the newly-
themed Adventure Alley, featuring 3 new 
family rides—Fender Benders bumper cars, a 
music-themed scrambler called Déjà vu, and 
flying elephants known as Air Jumbo. 

“Adventure Alley offers a nostalgic 
approach to thrills, and together the four 
new rides surely deliver fun for all ages,” 
said park president John Fitzgerald.  Sky-
Screamer takes traditional swing rides to the 
next level.  32 guests board the ride and sit 
2 across in open-air swings as they climb 
to the top of the SkyScreamer tower, while 
spinning round and round.  At full swing, 
guests soar in a 98-ft. circle at speeds of 40 
mph high above the park below.

SkyScreamer, Déjà vu and Air Jumbo 
are slated for a May 22 debut, with Fender 
Benders following in June.  Adventure Alley 
joins the park’s already stellar lineup of in-
novative rides and attractions including three 
children’s areas and record-breaking roller 
coasters including the world’s #1 wooden 
coaster, El Toro, the world’s tallest coaster, 
Kingda Ka, and one of the world’s top steel 
coasters, Nitro.

Six Flags opening weekend is set for 
April 5th.

Did You Know?
In the 1960 South  Amboy election 

for the 1st Ward Council seat, Republican 
Eleanor Ervin ran against Democrat Richard 
Schultz, and was defeated by a 2,816-1,487 
margin.

Designer Handbag 
Bingo

Our Lady of Victories in Sayreville is 
holding its Designer Handbag Bingo on 
Friday, April 13.  Door open at 6:30 p.m. 
and the first game starts at 7 p.m.  at Msgr. 
Dalton Hall.  Tickets are $30 each, which 
includes 30 bingo games—1 per card.  Ad-
ditional cards can be purchased, as well as 
50/50 and Tricky Tray raffle tickets.  BYO 
wine, food and refreshments; coffee, tea and 
desserts will be provided.  For more info call 
Debbie at 732-553-0709.

WWW.?
20

Does this look familiar to you?  This may be a bit tougher to identify than recent “mystery 
photos.”  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.  Good luck!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

February Winners
Our eagle-eyed WWW.contestants were 

quick to identify last month’s photo as Red’s 
Barber Shop on Main Street in Sayreville, 
across from the Borough Hall.  Good job!  
The following are February winners:

Katie Elichko, Marian Mills, Michael 
Greenhaus, Peggy Yuhas, Ed Puchalski, 
Vince Farina, Charlotte Sadowski, Joan 
Fulham, W. Tom Kross, John Scavone, 
Mary Ann Weber, Nancy Jankowski, Pam 
Kenny, Lynn Loy, Pat & Bill Scully.  An 
incorrect answer was Choppie’s on Main 
St. & River Road.

First Presbyterian 
Church

Sorry, but we goofed last month.  We 
said the January WWW.? photo was the 
Sayreville United Methodist Church, when 
in reality, thanks to our very attentive read-
ers, we found out it is the First Presbyterian 
Church of Sayreville.

SOUTH AMBOY 
HIGH SCHOOL 

ADVANCES 
Quiz Show Showcases Best and Bright-

est Tri-State Area High School Students
 “The Challenge” MSG Varsity’s award 

winning quiz show, heads into the second 
round featuring a match-up between Mah-
wah High School and South Amboy High 
School airing at a new time, 6:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, April 3, 2012 on Cablevision’s iO 
TV, Channel 14.  

“We got off to a great start with so many 
close games in the first round and expect the 
competition to heat up as we head towards 
the Championship rounds,” said Theresa 
Chillianis, MSG Varsity’s General Manager. 
“We love the support displayed by the schools 
and communities as they vie for the Tri-State 
Championship.” 

Back for his third season as host of 
“The Challenge” is Jared Cotter, host of 
“MSG Varsity’s Talent Show” and a popular 
semi-finalist from American Idol.  Cotter 
will serve as moderator, testing competing 
teams on their knowledge of history, arts and 
literature, current events, math, and science 
in front of a live studio audience. 

The South Amboy team is represented 
by Taylor Bernosky, Nicholas Biesiada 
(Captain), Tyler Simko, Lingting Shi and 
Michael Gualtieri (Alternate). The academic 
advisor is Michelle Delongis.

“The Challenge” includes 192 high 
schools from the entire tri-state area — Long 
Island (with Nassau and Suffolk as two 
distinct regions), the Bronx, Brooklyn, 
Westchester/Lower Hudson Valley, New 
Jersey and Connecticut.  This season, Long 
Island will be represented by 32 high schools 
from Nassau County and 32 high schools 
from Suffolk County. A new match-up can 
been seen every Sunday through Friday at 
6:30 pm, on MSG Varsity, Cablevision’s iO 
TV, Channel 14.  

Participating schools advance through a 
series of elimination rounds, with one school 
in each region being crowned regional cham-
pion and winning $2,500 for their school. 
The winning teams from each region go on 
to “The Challenge” Championship where 
they square off in a Tri-State Showdown. 
The school awarded the title of Tri-State 
Champion will receive $10,000 in prize 
money and each student participating in the 
final “Challenge” Championship game will 
receive $500.

For more information on “The Chal-
lenge,” please log onto www.msgvarsity.
com

Trip To Finger 
Lakes Wine Safari

The OLV Seniors is sponsoring a trip 
to the Finger Lakes area from October 2-4. 
The tour will follow the Cayuga and Seneca 
Wine Trails. Relax and enjoy the beautiful 
fall foliage and the breathtaking lakes while 
you get to taste the delicious wines of the 
region. The cost of the trip is $380.00. In-
cluded in the price are: 2 nights lodging, 2 
breakfasts, 2 dinners, including one at the 
Belhurst Castle, wine tasting at 9 winer-
ies, bus transportation, bus driver gratuity, 
souvenir gift, baggage handling, taxes, and 
meal gratuities. For further information or 
to reserve a seat on this fantastic fall trip, 
please contact Teri at (732) 727-7639 or Geri 
at (732)257-4351.

Hi Tom,
I’m enjoying 

this newspaper 
more and more 
each year!

Peggy Yuhas

Hi Tom,
Thank you for the kind words in the 

January 21, 2012 issue of The South Amboy-
Sayreville Times.   I’m doing pretty good, 
but full recovery, hopefully is still a month 
or two away.

Best wishes and keep up the good work.  
I enjoy reading the “newspaper” online.

Rich “Ish” Ambroziak
Formerly of South Amboy/Sayreville

Tom,
I hope all is well with you.  I continue 

to enjoy reading your newspaper online 
each month.  I feel like I’m back living in 
Sayreville.

Jeff Osowski
Formerly of Sayreville

Hi Tom,
Your WWW.? quiz each month helps 

everyone learn more about the towns they 
think they know, but don’t really, because 
we sometimes have to look a little harder to 
find them.  Sometimes, we pass the locations 
everyday and don’t even realize it.  Thanks 
for the brain teasers!

Lynn Loy
Morgan

St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade A Huge 

Success
(Continued from page 1)

even farther from the big event.  
There were thousands of participants 

and marchers from local and far away 
fire companies, emergency rescue squads, 
schools, social organizations, and businesses.  
In addition, there were over 20 bands, 70 
marching units, and lots of beautifully deco-
rated floats.  The Colonel D.B. Kelly Pipe 
& Drums, one of the most popular groups in 
the state was outstanding, as were other local 
favorites, the Melrose Blackhawks.  

Many local, county and state politicians 
including South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry 
and Council, as well as Assemblyman John 
S. Wisniewski, who has been projected by 
statewide news media as one of the best 
Democratic gubernatorial  possibilities to 
oppose Republican Governor Chris Christie 
in 2013.

From start to finish, the huge parade 
lasted over an hour and a half, winding up 
at the reviewing stand on Broadway.  Betty 
Sturgis once again did an outstanding job as 
the Parade Committee Chairwoman.  

South Amboy Councilman Michael 
“Mickey” Gross, who has worked tirelessly 
through the years to make South Amboy’s 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade one of the finest in 
the state said, “The parade was a financial 
success.  It did not cost the City of South 
Amboy a single cent in regards to the en-
tertainment or acts in the parade, and was 
paid for by donations and fundraising.  Our 
Parade Committee raised $18,000 to put on 
this mammoth event.  The Parade Committee 
worked extremely hard and felt this is the 
best parade they ever had.  It was the efforts 
of the entire Parade Committee that made the 
parade the success that it was.  Next year’s 
parade is scheduled for March 9th, and the 
Parade Committee will start next month, 
meeting to make the 2013 Parade bigger 
and better.”

*Congratulations to everyone who was 
involved in this outstanding parade! 
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Nancy Holton Berry of Morgan gives a great portrayal of Charlie Chaplin at a South Amboy 
Senior Citizens Halloween Party.  (Photo/info submitted)

Wrapping up their winter training, these boys from Sayreville Soccer Club are ready to begin 
their spring season starting March 31st. (Photo by Katy Manrique)

Charity Golf Outing
The O.L.V. Knights of Columbus will 

be holding its Annual Charity Golf Outing 
on May 7th at Princeton Meadows.  The cost 
is $95 and includes golf, a continental break-
fast at the course, lunch at the course, and 
dinner back at the Council, 775 Washington 
Rd.  The outing will have a shotgun start at 
8 a.m. (breakfast is 7 a.m.).  For more info 
call: Tom Ondreyka 732-672-5540; Mickey 
Evers 732-570-4515; Jim Revel 732-675-
2884; Jim Poltrictzky 908-202-5929.

Auxiliary Meeting
On March 27, the Ladies Auxiliary of 

Sayreville Post #4699 on Jernee Mill Rd., 
Sayreville will hold its monthly meeting at 
7 p.m. with the winners of their Voice of 
Democracy and Patriot Pens contest winner 
receiving their certificates and awards from 
Post Commander and Ladies President at 7 
p.m.  All auxiliary members are invited to 
come and see what our youth of tomorrow is 
doing for our country.  Refreshments will be 
served.  For more info call 732-264-3041.

The Sayreville Recreation Department 
is running bus trips to see the New York 
Mets at Citifield. Join us as we cheer on 
the Mets when they battle the San Diego 
Padres in May and the New York Yankees 
in June.

May 24, 2012 – New York Mets vs. San 
Diego Padres – cost of the ticket is $35.00 
and includes bus transportation to and from 
Citifield and light refreshments.

June 22, 2012 – New York Mets vs. 
New York Yankees in the Subway Series 
– cost of ticket is $65.00 and includes bus 
transportation to and from Citifield and 
light refreshments. 

Game time for both games is 7:10pm 
and the bus leaves the Mickey Sedlak 
Recreation Center at 4:30pm sharp. Tickets 
are on a first come first served basis. Stop 
by the Recreation Office on Dolan Street 
to get your tickets today.

Tricky Tray
Sacred Heart School in South Amboy, 

will be having their 13th annual tricky tray 
on Friday, May 4, 2012 at Sacred Heart 
Memorial Hall across the street from the 
Sacred Heart Church. Doors open at 6pm 
and the first ticket will be drawn at 7:30 
pm. Tickets are now on sale for $15. Please 
call Judy McCrone at 732-721-6592 to 
make seating reservations, as we sell out 
every year. Prizes include  Broadway show 
tickets, Disney World Park Hopper passes, 
Electronics, American Girl Doll, Household 
Goods, Nook, Day trips, Subway Series 
Tickets and multiple gift cards. Cake and 
coffee will be served. 

The Sayreville Recreation Department 
is also running bus trips to New York City 
for a Broadway play, 4 bus trips to Yankee 
Stadium and a trip to Baltimore Maryland 
for the Preakness Stakes. Trips are on a 
first come first served basis and space is 
limited.

Yankee Bus Trips – all are 7:00pm 
games and the cost per ticket is $50.00 
which includes ticket, bus transportation 
to and from the game and light refresh-
ments. Bus will leave the Mickey Sedlak 
Recreation Center at 4:45pm Sharp.

April 19, 2012 – Yankees vs. Min-
nesota Twins

May 10, 2012 – Yankees vs. Tampa 
Bay Rays

July 13, 2012 – Yankees vs. Los An-
geles Angels

August 15, 2012 – Yankees vs. Texas 
Rangers

June 16, 2012 – Spiderman Turn off 
the Dark 2:00pm matinee. Tickets are 
$125.00 per ticket and seats are in the 
Flying Circle. Bus will leave the Mickey 
Sedlak Recreation Center at 12:00pm and 
leave New York City at 8:00pm

May 19, 2012 – Preakness Stakes in 
Baltimore Maryland. Must be 21 years 
of age to attend – tickets are $100.00 per 
person and we have mug club tickets. Price 
includes bus transportation and ticket to the 
race. Bus leaves Mickey Sedlak Recreation 
Center at 8:00am and leaves Baltimore at 
the conclusion of the Preakness Race.

Sayreville Rec Bus Trips
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The Mechanicsville Hose Co. #1 fire truck is pictured getting its annual pumper inspection 
at the South Amboy Water Works.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

ANYTHING WE COULD GET
By Elaine Holton Scott

Imagine a world without Burger King, 
Taco Bell, McDonald’s, Subway, Hardy’s, 
Pizza Hut, Dominos, Chick-fil-A, Dunkin’ 
Donut, Red Lobster, Olive Garden, Apple-
bees, Honey Baked Ham, IHOP, Chili’s, 
TGIF, and any other fast food or national 
restaurant chain.  Imagine a time when 
family-owned restaurants, “real” restaurants 
having tables and chairs, were a rare sight 
to see.  No, this isn’t a setting for one of 
the Bronte sisters’ Gothic novels, or a plot 
for a movie.  It’s how it used to be for all 
of us growing up in central Jersey before 
the decade of the 1960’s arrived and began 
changing our eating habits forever.

Years ago, we had all been told about 
the importance of eating “3 meals a day.”  
What had been considered a meal, though, 
now seems debatable.  On school days, 
breakfast was usually a quick bowl of dry 
cereal or toast.  If we were “running late,” 
it would be nothing.  For lunch, in those 
years when a school taught you, but didn’t 
feed you, it would be a sandwich wrapped 
in waxed paper.  To drink, schools had sold 
small cartons of milk for 5 cents apiece, 
before the price increased to a dime.  If we 
forgot our “milk money,” or preferred to buy 
candy with it instead, we’d get water from 
the water fountain.  

Candy was like our daily “food supple-
ment,” as it helped us to survive the hunger 
pains until the clock ticked away to our 3rd 
and final meal of the day called “supper.”  
Monday through Saturday, supper was our 
“big meal” even if it wasn’t too big.  After 
a day mostly spent being hungry, helped 
only by candy, it hadn’t mattered what was 
served, as long as it was food.  On Sunday, 
a day of rest for everyone except mothers, 
we had Sunday Dinner.  So, it was “supper” 
for six days a week, and “dinner” for one 
day.  Families always had  eaten supper 
together sitting around their kitchen tables.  
This hadn’t been done for family unity.  In 
those pre-microwave oven days, food was 

hot just once, and if you wanted to eat hot 
food, you made sure you got yourself home 
at suppertime.

For older teens and adults in town, 
having a bite to eat outside the home had 
usually meant sitting on stools at a drugstore 
counter, in a booth in the Raritan Diner on 
Bordentown Avenue, getting an ice cream 
soda or milk shake at O’Connor’s, or a pizza 
at Abbatiello’s on Stevens Avenue.  Sitting in 
a car at Stewart’s with a tray hooked on the 
driver’s side window had also been an option 
if you had a license, a car and/or boyfriend 
who had some money.  During the summer, 
going down the shore (usually, Keansburg) 
there’d be open-air hamburger stands, with 
the aroma of greasy burgers surpassing the 
smell of brine blowing off the polluted wa-
ter only a few hundred feet away.  Hot dog 
trucks parked along Route 9 and one at the 
end of Johnson Lane where it meets Ernston 
Road were also popular eating places of the 
day.  Sometimes, but not always, they’d even 
have a big umbrella and a little table so you 
could sit down to eat.

If you were a child, choices for having 
something to eat between meals had been 
very limited.  Aside from the never-ending 
supply of candy, often financed by the 2-cent 
deposit on Coke bottles, large bags of Wise 
Potato Chips were sold for the staggering 
price of a quarter a bag, and, sometimes, 
we could get big pickles floating in brine 
in a barrel.  When we got older and candy 
wasn’t enough any longer, we’d hunt down 
Twinkies or some other kind of snack cake, 
and eat them faster than the speed of light.  
In that time before the world filled with fast 
food places, restaurant chains, and school 
provided lunches, our “food supply” was 
anything we could get.

*In 1966, Dunkin’ Donuts, the 1st one in 
our area, opened its doors on the corner of 
Route 9 North and Ernston Road.  A “Baker’s 
Dozen” had cost 99 cents, with no tax.

THE OTHER CONROY
by Henny The DJ

You know when you’re watching Sein-
feld and either Jerry or George or Elaine or 
Kramer are kvetching about whatever it is 
they are kvetching about? Did you ever even  
notice that there are people in all the other 
booths and at the counter in the diner, but it 
is only the action with The Official People’s 
Table that gets our attention? Well, the great 
writer Jean Shepherd, who you probably 
only know from the “you’ll shoot your eye 
out” Christmas Story movie always talked 
about The Unofficial People of Life. The 
background people, the ones away from the 
action………. The Other Ones.

Let’s face it we’ve all been on both 
sides of the fence, sometimes we’re hap-
pening and sometimes we ain’t, and I have 
a South Amboy/ Army Basic Training story 
when I definitely was one of the way in the 
background people.

We were finishing out Infantry AIT the 
middle of March of 1968, and after spend-
ing the whole Winter training at Ft Dix we 
were feeling much more like soldiers than 
the “guys off the block” that we were back 
in October when we came onto the post. So 
on a Friday night we decided to sneak off the 
post and I was going to take my Army bud-
dies from Columbus, Ohio and Boston and 
Upstate New York up to Colonel’s Garter in 
South Amboy and show them the bar fun that 
I’d been raving about all our time together. I 
mean this was in The War Vietnam days so 
who knew where we were going to be going 
after our upcoming graduation?  So this was 
the time to let it all hang out.

And let it hang out we did! From using 
the car that one of the trainees had stored 
illegally on base to getting into a near fight 
with some Army Reservists in the Garter who 
took exception to our military dress to trying 
to drink all the beer in the establishment. 
I had even alerted some of the hometown 
girls that I knew that we were coming up 

so my friends even had “dates”. A very big 
deal when you are a Private E-1.  After the 
Peterpank it was 4 AM and we had to be in 
a morning formation at 05:30 at Dix!

As luck had it it had been a particularly 
blustery Winter and the whole company area 
was covered with a frozen crust of snow, 
so the combination of the noise of crushing 
through the frozen snow and the echoing 
of that clatter through the deserted com-
pany area made us sound like Hannnibal’s 
elephants crossing the Alps and caught the 
attention of a notoriously nasty Drill Ser-
geant who was on all night CQ Duty in our 
Company Area. He let us get almost to our 
barracks before he barked and ordered us to 
freeze where we were and come immediately 
into the Orderly Room. 

Once there he had us stand at attention 
in front of his desk for roughly half an hour 
and be his captive audience while he was on 
the phone talking to his girlfriend.  Let me 
tell you now that there were two”Conroys” 
in our Company. One was a Squad Leader 
and a recent graduate of Boston College 
and very well liked by all of us, and the 
“Other One” was, well, me. Finally the Drill 
Sergeant started taking our names down for 
a punishment detail and when he got to me 
I can still here him saying,” Conroy. Con-
roy……Conroy are you the Squad Leader 
or are you “The Other One”?”  And I can 
still hear myself sadly replying, “ No, Ser-
geant. I’m “The Other One”. And I can also 
hear my fellow Trainees bust out laughing 
uncontrollably even though they knew we 
would surely pay dearly for their senses of 
humor. Which we surely did.

So when I look at the Unofficial People 
at the back tables on Seinfeld I empathize 
with them. I whisper soothing things to them 
under my breath I say, “I see you back there 
and I feel your pain because I also understand 
what it is to be one of  “The Other Ones.”

Sayreville Lions President Joan Lytkowski (L) with this year’s winners and faculty. (Photo/
Story Submitted)

Go Green & Turn Your Junk Mail Into 
Beautiful Stationery

Put that junk mail to good use! In cel-
ebration of Earth Day, learn how to make 
beautiful stationery out of mail you would 
have otherwise shredded or thrown away.   
Each participant will make two sheets of 
beautiful paper using botanicals supplied 
by the Artist Peri!  The Artist Peri will also 
talk about the origin of paper and the dif-
ferent methods used to make paper through 
the ages.  This event will be hands on fun 

with a neat history lesson! Sayreville Public 
Library, Sunday, April 22, 2:00-4:00PM. 
People are encouraged to bring their own 
junk mail. Age 18 and older only!  Limited 
availability so register quickly! If you have 
any questions about this program or would 
like to register, contact Alaina by phone at 
732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email alainad@
lmxac.org.

Poster Contest Winners
Each year, Lions clubs around the world 

proudly sponsor the Lions International 
Peace Poster Contest in local schools and 
youth groups.  This art contest for kids en-
courages young people worldwide to express 
their visions of peace.  For 25 years, more 
than four million children from nearly 100 
countries have participated in the contest.  
Each year’s art contest for kids consists 
of an original theme incorporating peace.  
Participants use a variety of mediums, in-
cluding charcoal, crayon, pencil and paint, 
to express the theme.  The works created are 

unique land express the young artists’ life 
experiences and culture. 

The Sayreville Lions Club has spon-
sored this program in the Middle School for 
the past several years.  Working with the fac-
ulty at the school, three winners are selected.  
Their work is submitted at the State level for 
judging.  Our local works have come close 
to winning first place at the State level.  In 
any event, the three local winners and their 
families and faculty members are recognized 
at a dinner in their honor and presented with 
an award for their participation.  
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12-year old Adrian Robertson, who plays 
YAFL football for the Valley Vikings, and is 
the grandson of former South Amboy resident 
Jim Robertson, was featured in “New Mexico 
Sports” magazine’s Fall Edition Oct/Nov/Dec 
2011.  Jim, who has resided in New Mexico 
for many years,  is very proud of Adrian, who 
is described in the article as “A great motivator 
and team player, who never quits, and always 
encourages his teammates no matter what 
the score.  A true sportsman, he leaves it all 
out on the field, stage or classroom.  Adrian 
never forgets to help others on his way to 
being the best he can be.”

The Knights of Pythias 1900-1940
By Fran Fitzmorris

The Knights of Pythias was just one 
of many social and political organizations 
that have been part of South Amboy’s long 
history.  The group is an international, non-
sectarian (no religious affiliation).  They 
have dedicated themselves to the cause of 
peace, and are pledged to the promotion of 
understanding among men of good will.  
Their goal is to ensure all men of attaining 
universal peace.  The main principles of the 
order are friendship, charity and goodness.

The organization is based on a story be-
tween the friendship of Damian and Pythias, 
who were historical characters that lived 400 
years before the beginning of Christianity.  
In the year 1864, President Lincoln became 
so interested in them, that he convinced 
the Congress of the United States to grant 
them the title “The Order of the Knights of 
Pythias.”  It was the first order charted by 
an act of congress.  “Accordingly, the flag 
of our country holds an honored place at all 
meetings.  The Bible is the supreme book of 
law.  Through the Bible, the leadership of 
the organization hope to lead all men to the 
higher ideals of modern living.”

As a social organization, they first 
came into existence during the late 1800’s.  
The building of a great hall was completed 
in 1894 at the corner of First and Stockton 
Streets in South Amboy, and still stands there.  
Over the last 50-60 years, the building has 

had several different companies using it as a 
factory, or storage warehouse.  In the 1970’s 
a local accounting firm had their office lo-
cated in the structure.  At different times it 
was vacant.  When the Pythians owned it, 
the hall was utilized for plays, dances, din-
ners, receptions, and some sporting events.  
From 1900-1920, South Amboy High School 
held its graduation at the hall.  However, 
its most important function was centered 
on politics.  They often had guest speakers 
from many state, national and local political 
organizations, and probably asserted a great 
deal of influence on the politics of New Jer-
sey.  The Pythian Brotherhood was spread 
out all over the state of N.J.  For example, 
East Brunswick, New Brunswick, and Old 
Bridge had their own local town groups.  The 
women formed their own separate branches 
called the Sisterhood, and they also held 
their meetings at the hall.  The power of 
the Knights probably began to wane during 
the 40’s , as little if nothing is written about 
them by then.  Today though, the Knights of 
Pythias continues to exist around the world, 
still believing in the ideals that drove them 
to succeed since 1864.

*Footnote-Drive down First St. in South 
Amboy, and stop in front of the building.  
Look up at the top, and you will see in white 
brick the following—“K of PH—1894.”

Thomsen 17th In 
PBA U.S. Open

By Tom Burkard
Rusty Thomsen, 31, of the Morgan sec-

tion of Sayreville, who coaches the Jersey 
City University women’s bowling team, 
turned in a spectacular performance during 
the Professional Bowlers Association (PBA) 
U.S. Open recently.  The talented athlete ad-
vanced all the way to Final Match Play, and 
finished 17th out of 392 bowlers, including at 
least the top 100 bowlers in the world.   In 
addition, he was the top New Jersey finisher 
in the Open. 

Thomsen finished with 10,566 pins, 
and won $3,200 in prize money for his 
outstanding play.   Heading into the final 8 
games of match play, he was 119 pins ahead 
of Pete Weber, who went on to win the U.S. 
Open, and is the son of the famous bowling 
legend, Dick Weber.

South Amboy’s Matthew O’Grady, who 
lives two blocks away from Rusty made it 
to last year’s Match Play, but missed this 
year. 

Lifeguard 
Certification Class

The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 
offer an American Red Cross Lifeguard 
Class from April 10-13 at the South Amboy 
Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in 
South Amboy, NJ.  The class will meet daily 
from 9:30am to 4:30pm.

Upon successful course completion, 
lifeguard training candidates will receive 
an American Red Cross Lifeguarding and 
Standard First Aid certificate valid for 3 
years, and a CPR/AED for the Professional 
Rescuer certificate valid for 1 year.

Lifeguard training candidates must be 
at least 15 years of age, able to demonstrate 
continuous swim for 16 lengths of the pool 
using the breaststroke and front crawl stroke, 
tread water for 2 minutes, and retrieve a 
10lb brick from the deep and of the pool, 
then swim 20 yards back within 1 minute 
44 seconds.

The Lifeguard Certification Class fee is 
$250 for Members and $305 for Non-Mem-
bers.  The pricing for Non-Members includes 
a $45 Program membership fee.  Visit our 
website for additional Lifeguard Certifica-
tion dates: www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

Please visit the Welcome Desk of the 
South Amboy YMCA to register for the class.  
Space is limited.  For more information, 
contact Ruben Merino at 732-316-8209 or 
ruben.merino@ymcaofmewsa.org.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRgIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -M.M.
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Long Ago In South 
Amboy

Do you remember when the South Amboy 
City Councilmen stocked fish at the South 
Amboy Water Works?  The councilmen 
pictured bottom row (l-r) James VanDerveer, 
Fred Reese.  Top row (l-r) Al Jankowski, 
Richard Schultz, John Howley.   Does anyone 
have any more details about the fish stocking 
in South Amboy, or the year this took place?  
Please let us know.  (Photo courtesy of Judy 
and Frank Januszak)

Empowering the Community
Magyar Bank recently donated $1,000 

to the EMPOWER program at the Middlesex 
County College’s New Brunswick Center. 
EMPOWER is a mentoring program for 
Latino youth that encourages them to work 
hard and go on to college. The money will 
be used for scholarships for the group.

“Magyar Bank is one of our best com-
munity partners, a strong supporter since 
the beginning of the program,” said Evelyn 
Rosa, director of the New Brunswick Center. 
“One of its executives, Carmen Oshiro, is on 
the EMPOWER advisory board and helps 
mentor students. We are very grateful for 
their involvement and support.”

Other mentors include Middlesex 

County College and Rutgers University 
students.

“They are the backbone of the program,” 
Ms. Rosa said. “They are committed young 
people who give back to their community.” 
From left: Ms. Oshiro, vice president and 
Magyar branch manager in Bridgewater; 
Frank Lankey, community relations special-
ist, Magyar; Jay E. Castillo, president of the 
Magyar Bank Charitable Foundation; John 
Fitzgerald, president and chief executive 
officer, Magyar; Middlesex County College 
President Joann La Perla-Morales; Denise 
Watson, assistant director of the New Bruns-
wick Center; and Ms. Rosa.

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The Striped Bass fishing in the bays and 

rivers has finally started. Most areas have had 
slow fishing, usually hit and miss. I haven’t 
seen much action Cliffwood Beach but at 
Lawrence Harbor one night, I saw an angler 
catch 3 Bass.  One was short just under the 
keeper mark. The other two were in the 30 
inch plus class-he limited out. Clams are the 
bait, now is the time to go!  The Mackerel 
fishing is over so the Party boats are catch-
ing mostly Ling, a few Blackfish and some 
Cod are in the mix.  There is lots of bait in 
the water, mostly sand eels with flocks of 
birds hovering over them in the ocean.  No 
fish have been caught under the bait, but that 
could change soon.  The Fluke regulations 
for this year are 5 keepers at 17 ½ inches, 
down 3 fish and ½ inch from the past two 
years. The season starts May 5th through to 
September 28th.  Winter Flounder regulations 
have yet to be determined,  possibly starting 
date may be March 23rd.

Fresh Water
There are some Walleye being caught in 

the Delaware River and the lower reaches are 
producing Catfish.  Some nice size Small-
mouth Bass have been caught too.  Lake 
Hopatcong fishing consists of Yellow perch 
and Crappies.  There are a few holdover Trout 
still around in most of the major streams that 
were stocked in the Fall.  There have been a 
few Trout caught from the shore areas of the 
Round Valley Reservoir. Trout season opens 
this year on April 7th at 8:00 AM.  Karen and 
I wish you a great fishing Season!!

Celebrate Earth Day 
– Plant a Seed! 

Kids, mark your calendar for a fun event 
at the Dowdell Library: “Celebrate Earth 
Day – Plant a Seed,” which is an Earth Day 
program which will be presented by South 
Amboy Community Gardens on Monday, 
April 23rd from 3:30 – 4:30 pm.  Parents, 
introduce your child to planting a seed for 
a lifelong love of gardening!   

Also, meet “Sisters in Crime” author, 
Chelle Martin at the Dowdell Library of 
South Amboy!  Sisters in Crime will cel-
ebrate 25 years of working with librarians 
and booksellers in support of women writing 
crime fiction and will celebrate with a spe-
cial event on Saturday, April 21 at the Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library of South Amboy from 
12:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.  Chelle Martin will 
experience life as a librarian, so feel free to 
stop by and ask her about mystery writing 
or “Sisters in Crime!”

Don’t forget to ask about the children’s 
and young adult art contest taking place 
through April 30th.

Need homework help?  Don’t forget 
to ask the librarians.  Free online resources 
on the library’s web page make report writ-
ing easy!

The library is adjacent to the South Am-
boy High School off O’Leary Blvd.  Library 
hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday and Friday 10 
am – 5 pm and Saturday 12 noon – 4 pm.    
Directions: www.dowdell.org

For additional information, contact 
the library at comments@dowdell.org or 
732.721.6060.

Author at Sayreville Library

Helpful 
Expressions

March is the month of St. Patrick’s Day 
and a time to celebrate all things Irish.  As a 
tribute to the Irish, who have shown tremen-
dous courage and conviction in working to 
advance their place in the world, you may 
find the following expressions helpful to keep 
you focused on meeting your goals:

American ends in I CAN
Don’t have a defeatist attitude
Keep your eye on the prize
Plan your work and work your plan
You can do anything you put your 

mind to
 Renee Gatz is the author of “Wise Words 

& Witty Expressions,” a collection of expres-
sions Gatz heard repeatedly throughout her 
growing years from her mother, a first-gen-
eration Irish American and her father to help 
teach her how to keep life in perspective, 
remind her of what was important, and to 
laugh at foolishness so as not to take life 
too seriously.  These expressions and many 
others are captured in her book.

“In these challenging times that we are 
all facing today,” explains Gatz, “it is more 
important than ever to remind ourselves of 
what’s really important and to remember that 
even in our most challenging moments there 
are lessons to be learned that will benefit us 
going forward and laughs to be had.”

Gatz is currently working on a children’s 
version of “Wise Words & Witty Expres-
sions.”

It has been over fifty years since Joseph 
Karcher first published A Municipal History 
of Sayreville, during the height of the post-
war housing boom. Since then Sayreville 
has continued to grow and change in ways 
Mr. Karcher never could have imagined. A 
Cultural History of Sayreville is an updated 
look back at what Sayreville means to its 
over 45,000 residents and how and why 
Sayreville became the sprawling suburb 
it is today. Containing countless artifacts, 
maps, oral histories, and photographs from 
the archives of the Sayreville Historical 
Society Museum, most of which have never 
before been shown to the public, A Cultural 
History of Sayreville takes the reader on a 
journey through time in Sayreville’s unique 
cultural landscape, one dominated by the 
seemingly conflicting designs of industry 
and suburbia. Sayreville Public Library 

Saturday, April 14, 2:00-3:30PM.Meet the 
author, Jason J. Slesinski, and other members 
of the Sayreville Historical Society, as they 
walk you through their journey creating the 
book, and share their experiences as the 
keepers of Sayreville’s history!  Books will 
be available for purchase. Jason J. Slesinski 
is the 6th generation of his family to live in 
Sayreville. He earned a BA in History at 
Montclair State University and an MA in 
American Studies at Rutgers-Newark. His 
areas of interest include New Jersey History, 
Urban Environmental History, and American 
Consumer Culture. He currently serves as 
Vice-President of the Sayreville Historical 
Society. If you have any questions about this 
program or would like to register, contact 
Alaina by phone at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or 
email alainad@lmxac.org.

The South Amboy High School Players presented The Pajama Game  on March 23rd and 
24th. The show was directed by Phyllis and Brian Stratton, Choreography by Samantha 
Stratton and Student Choreographer Sarah Wells, Music Direction by Kristi Kulcsar and 
Student Music Director Tyler Simko, Backstage Coordinator  Paula Taggart and Costumes  
Anna Mae O’Connor and Phyllis Stratton.  The enthusiastic  audience gave the cast and 
crew a standing ovation both nights!  Great Job!!! (Photo by Brian Stratton) 
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Four Troop 68 Sayreville Scouts have attained the rank of Eagle Scout.  From (l-r) James 
Bogdanowicz, Patrick O’Sullivan, Andrew Potenski, and Conor Gillen.  The scouts were 
honored with an Eagle Court of Honor on March 25th at VFW Post 4699.  Troop 68 out of 
St. Stan’s Church is proud of their new Eagles.  Congratulations!  (Photo/info courtesy of 
Tom Gillen, Scoutmaster)

THE VENETIAN CARE & REHAB CENTER 
WILL COMBINE  BEST OF OLD AND 

NEW WORLDS
Foundation work has begun for con-

struction of The Venetian Care & Rehabili-
tation Center, a state-of-art facility which 
will combine the best of modern design and 
technology with an old-world feel. “We are 
very excited to begin work on the site and to 
contribute to the redevelopment of the new 
South Amboy waterfront area,” said Hy-
man Jacobs, Founder and CEO of Windsor 
Healthcare Communities. The Venetian is 
scheduled to be complete by Spring 2013.

Jacobs and his son Michael, Windsor 
Healthcare Vice President, met with South 
Amboy Mayor Fred Henry recently to discuss 
plans for The Venetian following the mayor’s 
State of the City address. 

The Venetian will be a four-story, 
93,000 square foot facility with three floors 

of resident rooms and a ground floor con-
taining common areas for fine dining, two 
rehabilitation gyms, administrative offices 
and central support services. 

“The Venetian will bring 200 construc-
tion jobs to the area, and after opening, will 
employ approximately 200 people,” said 
Hyman Jacobs.

Mayor Henry said, “This is a win-win 
for South Amboy. With the Venetian, we will 
add another great ratable to the city and many 
jobs.” He anticipated that with the increase 
in traffic down Broadway, “more customers 
will be drawn to the business district, which 
will be fabulous for the city.”

“We are thrilled to be part of the South-
ern Redevelopment Plan of South Amboy, 
and we believe this will be the perfect site 

for the residents of the Venetian and will 
contribute to South Amboy,” said Michael 
Jacobs. “We are delighted to be working 
with Mayor Henry on this project.” 

The Venetian will be within walking 
distance of downtown and the waterfront 
area. It is also near the new YMCA and 
Recreation Center, which opened in 2010. 
Adjacent to the Venetian site will be 88 town 
homes built by Woodmont Properties.

The Venetian will have 120 long term 
and 60 short term beds, two large rehabili-
tation gyms, multiple dining rooms, large 
resident rooms with individual heating and 
cooling controls, flat-panel television and 
wireless internet in each room, and much 
more.  

The Venetian is the newest addition to 
the Windsor Healthcare family of commu-
nities which consists of 10 long-term care 
and rehabilitation facilities throughout New 
Jersey. A family-owned company, Wind-
sor Healthcare is committed to providing 
medical excellence and enabling patients 

and residents to maintain the quality of life 
they expect and deserve. Windsor Healthcare 
strives to consistently deliver the highest 
level of services in a comfortable setting that 
respects personal dignity, achieves positive 
outcomes and enhances the quality of life.

Windsor Healthcare is committed to 
excellence in sub-acute rehabilitative and 
skilled nursing care. There is a strong fo-
cus on positive clinical outcomes through 
collaborative efforts with medical teams. 
The company fosters an environment that 
respects the individuality and independence 
of all our patients and residents. Windsor 
Healthcare selects caregivers based on 
experience, dedication and compassion 
and is committed to assuring a rich quality 
of life in communities, where patients and 
residents feel at home and become neighbors 
and friends. 

For more information contact:
Becky Taylor, Windsor Healthcare, 

(609) 240-6886 or becky@btaylorpa.com

Windsor Healthcare Vice President Michael Jacobs (l), founder and CEO of Windsor 
Healthcare Communities Hyman Jacobs (c), and South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry go over 
the plans for the Venetian, following the mayor’s State of the City Address. (Photo/Info 
Submitted)
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Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

General Patton as a Combat Engineer.   
Mary Kurpiewski, 79, of Morgan died on 
March 11.  She was a charter member and 
one of the Morgan First Aid Squad found-
ers.  Robert “R.J.” Iremonger, 55, of South 
Amboy died on March 14.  He was the owner 
of RJI, LLC Renovations in South Amboy 
for many years.  R.J. was a great guy and 
will be missed by all. Helen Nebus McKeon, 
formerly of Sayreville/South Amboy died on 
March 15.  She served as an extraordinary 
minister, lector, and religious education 
teacher, and was the kindest woman you 
could ever meet.  Carlo “Carl” Bellina, 88 
of Sayreville died on March 15.  He was 
an Army veteran who fought at the Battle 
of the Bulge under General Patton.  Ann 
Bolen, 87, formerly of South Amboy died 
on March 17.  A fine lady, she worked at 
South Amboy Hospital as an office clerk 
for 20 years until retiring in 1987. Joseph 
Kolakowski Sr., 91, of South Amboy died 
on March 19.  He was a great guy who loved 
the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing.    
May they always be remembered for their 
good works on earth.

26

Sean Rappleyea of Sayreville, proudly holds 
the Peter Kolodney Trophy following St. 
Joseph’s 5-0 victory over South Brunswick 
in the GMC hockey championship game.  
The trophy is awarded each year to the 
championship team.  Sean, a senior, had an 
outstanding career for the Falcons, and was 
selected 1st Team All-Area by the Home News 
Tribune this year.  Congratulations!

Perfect!
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1994

No problems at anytime
Nothing to worry about, ever
Wouldn’t that be…perfect!
Total health all the time
Happiness and joy, forever
Wouldn’t that be…perfect!
In reality, imperfections-
Hassles, sadness and infections
This life can never be…perfect!
Take heart human race,
When our spirits hole their place
In heaven…That will be…perfect!

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

Mary Kurpiewski, 79, of Morgan died 
on March 11.  She was a charter member and 
one of the Morgan First Aid Squad found-
ers.  Robert “R.J.” Iremonger, 55, of South 
Amboy died on March 14.  He was the owner 
of RJI, LLC Renovations in South Amboy 
for many years.  R.J. was a great guy and 
will be missed by all. Helen Nebus McKeon, 
formerly of Sayreville/South Amboy died on 
March 15.  She served as an extraordinary 
minister, lector, and religious education 
teacher, and was the kindest woman you 
could ever meet.  Carlo “Carl” Bellina, 88 
of Sayreville died on March 15.  He was 
an Army veteran who fought at the Battle 
of the Bulge under General Patton.  Ann 
Bolen, 87, formerly of South Amboy died 
on March 17.  A fine lady, she worked at 
South Amboy Hospital as an office clerk 
for 20 years until retiring in 1987. Joseph 
Kolakowski Sr., 91, of South Amboy died 
on March 19.  He was a great guy who loved 
the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing.    
May they always be remembered for their 
good works on earth.

The First SABA
1946-The first South Amboy Business 

Association (SABA) was organized in 1946.  
Sidney Franklin, owner of Semer Hardware 
was president, George Pierson, of Briggs 
Chevrolet was vice president, Victor Op-
penheim, owner of Oppenheim’s 5c 10c & 
25c Store was secretary, and Victor Norton, 
owner of Butler Stores served as treasurer.  
Today, there is still a South Amboy Business 
Association (SABA) with many local busi-
nesses participating as members.
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School Days

Charles Haas of the Titanic International Society is pictured at a presentation he gave at 
the Dowdell Library in South Amboy.  The very interesting event lasted nearly 2 hours, and 
featured a slide show with a question and answer session that followed.  Approximately 100 
Titanic enthusiasts enjoyed the evening, which was presented by The Friends of Dowdell 
Library. (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Lorraine Osowski celebrated her 90th birthday with 40 loving family members at Camillo’s 
Restaurant in Sayreville on March 3.  Her actual birthday was on January 25.  (Photo/info 
submitted) 

All You Can Eat 
Dinner Benefit 

The Old Bridge Sayreville Rotary is 
hosting its 4th Annual Ultimate Beefsteak 
on Friday, April 21st.  Proceeds from this all 
you can eat filet mignon dinner will benefit 
area food banks. The event takes place at 
Sacred Heart Memorial Hall, located at 
Main Street and Washington Ave. in South 
Amboy.  Dinner is served promptly at 6:30 
and the menu, catered by The Brownstone 
from “Real Housewives of New Jersey”, in-
cludes cold antipasto, sliced beef tenderloin, 
penne in tomato basil sauce, french fries, ice 
cream cake, coffee, tea, and soda. BYOB. 
Cost is $40 per person and tables of 10 can 
be reserved.  A comic and DJ will be on hand 
for your evening’s entertainment!

Advance ticket sales only, and space is 
limited. For more information, or to purchase 
tickets call Glenn at (732)921-1468, or Jeff 
at (732)921-1466.  Tickets may also be 
purchased at Pride Landscape Supply, 350 
Ernston Rd., Parlin.  

Pancake Breakfast-
April  1

The Sayreville Lions will be holding its 
semi-annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, 
April 1 at the Sayreville War Memorial HS 
on Washington Rd., Parlin from 8 a.m. to 
12 noon.  Ticket prices are $6 for adults and 
$3 for children.  Tickets are available from 
members or at the door.  All profits raised 
through this event help fund the Lions local 
projects:  high school awards, and scholar-
ships, and helping those in need and other 
community projects.

Nicole Burns ~ Basketball
 Nicole is one of the girls’ varsity basketball 
team captains this year.  She has started 
for South Amboy the last 2 years and is an 
integral part of the team’s success.  Nicole has 
handled all the ball handling duties this year 
and has also stepped into the power forward 
position at times, where her quickness and 
basketball knowledge allows her to succeed.  
Nicole’s versatility is described by Coach 
English in this way, “Nicole has handled the 
bulk of the ball handling duties while also 
providing consistent floor leadership for a 
young, developing team. Her shooting and 
scoring have improved during the year as 
she regained form following pre-season 
surgery.”  Congratulations Nicole for being 
selected as Athlete of the Month for February.  
(Photo/Info Submitted)

Lewis Named 
President/CEO Of 

YMCA
The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, 

Woodbridge & South Amboy Board Presi-
dent Pamela Brown announced today that a 
new President & Chief Executive Officer has 
been appointed for the YMCA of Metuchen, 
Edison, Woodbridge & South Amboy. Scott 
Lewis, currently Senior Group Vice President 
at the YMCA of Philadelphia & Vicinity, 
will assume the role of President and CEO, 
filling the position that opened with the 
planned retirement of William J. Lovett.  
The CEO transition will take place over 
the next several weeks. The expected start 
date for Lewis is April 2nd.“We are pleased 
to make this announcement and welcome 
Scott Lewis to our YMCA association. His 
qualifications and past experience make 
him a great match for our YMCA and our 
community. Scott brings with him a passion 
for the Y and welcomes the opportunity to 
provide insight and leadership that will en-
able the organization to deliver on its mission 
to strengthen our community. With a proven 
track record of success over his 25+ years 
of solid experience, Scott will build on our 
strengths and take the Y to the next level in 
its development. Our hard working search 
committee should be commended for their 
efforts and diligence and we thank Y-USA 
for its assistance in this process,” said Pamela 
Brown, YMCA Board President.

Selover School Class of 1960-Front row (l-r) Richie Brunelli, Charlotte Roberts, ?, Ann 
Marie Mocarski, Christine Den Bleyker, Catherine Ann Gugliemetti, Coleen LaBranche, ?, 
Joyce Detthof, Diane Ellison, Eloise Corcoran, Susan Kurtz, Stephen “Butch” O’Connell.  
2nd row (l-r) Walt Hermann, Charlie Jacobson, Billie Dziepak, Rusty O’Connell, Robert 
Poulson, George Kiernan, Gary Kosztur, Lance Eviegan, Norman Grant, George Jankowski, 
Ken Brown, Roger Nelson, Tom Von Ohlen, Walter Timm, Mike Culver.  3rd row (l-r) Karen 
Adamo, ?, Joan Roberts, Pauline Whaite, Marlene Kratz, Karen Sharp, Nancy Barto, Pat 
Dieker, Karen Peterson, Martha Nicorvo, Paula DeCore, Gail Guscott.  4th row (l-r) Richie 
Robertson, Tommy Ust, Mike Sena, Jackie Natusch, John Pahira, Mike Yenchick, Val 
McCracken, Carl Dietsch, Tony Dragon, Nick Varthalom, Frank Dragon, Freddie Poetsch.  
Back row (l-r) ?, Dorothy Helfrick, Joan Hanson, Linnea Friberg, ?, Janet Lear, Barbara 
Coughlin, Stella Figone, Joan Render, Irene Dwyer, Carol McGloan.  *The photo/names 
were courtesy of Walt Hermann, who said, “I have the program from that night, and I have 
5 names that I could not put with a face: Kathleen Selensky, Margaret Dill, Cheryl Duszak, 
Lynn Cottrell and Lucille Montenaro.  Maybe someone else who is familiar with this can 
correctly identify the question marks.”  Can anyone help Walt identify his 5 classmates?  
Please let us know.

Breakfast With  
Easter Bunny 

Saturday , March 31, 2012 9:00 to 12:00 
pm, Sacred Heart School Cafeteria (Entrance 
behind Church).   Join Us for a fun morning 
of  Games, activities, breakfast and of course 
the Easter Bunny! Each child will receive 
a gift from the Easter Bunny There will be 
an Easter Egg Hunt for ALL Ages! Basket 
Raffles- 50/50. Contact Christine McNulty 
for more information at 732-672-6757 or 
hsa@sacredheartsa.com

Remember When?
Back in 1984, the St. Mary’s Church 

clergy roster was comprised of Msgr. John 
L. Gerety, Rev. Louis Roger LaBonte, Rev. 
McKnight, and Rev. John Simon.

Bus Trip To Mount 
Airy Casino

There will be a Bus Trip to Mount Airy 
Casino on Sat., May 5th, with the bus leaving 
the South Amboy First Aid Squad building 
on Main St. at 3 p.m.  Cost is $35.  Return-
$25 cash, Food-$10.  For tickets call Bob 
732-259-4244 or Betty 732-727-2221.

Joe Fruncillo ~ Basketball
Joe, a sophomore transfer, has been starter 
for the South Amboy HS varsity boys’ 
basketball team this year.  Joe has been 
working on his game ever since he came 
to South Amboy.  Often before the season 
started you could find Joe in the gym working 
on his game before school and after school.  
Joe has been a welcome addition to this 
years’ team.  Joe has been averaging a 
double-double over the month of February.  
Joe is described by Coach Reyes in this 
way, “Joe is the most improved player in our 
young squad.  His work ethic and desire to get 
better is second to none. He would always 
be the first player to our practices and the 
last to leave.  As a result, Joe has elevated 
his game the last ten games by scoring and 
rebounding in double digits.  I have no doubt 
that Joe will be one of the stars in our division 
next year. ”.  Congratulations Joe for being 
selected as Athlete of the Month for February.  
(Photo/Info Submitted)

SAHS Athletes of the Month
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Free Financial Aid 
Workshops At MCC

Five free workshops on the financial 
aid process in New Jersey will be held at 
Middlesex County College this spring. They 
will take place at the College’s main Edison 
campus, New Brunswick Center and the 
Perth Amboy Center.

“Applying for financial aid for college 
can sometimes be a confusing process,” said 
Marla Brinson, dean of enrollment and stu-
dent support services at Middlesex.  “These 
workshops are designed to help high school 
students become familiar with the procedure, 
promote parental involvement in the college 
application process, and help students apply 
for financial aid in a timely manner. These 
workshops are provided free of charge and 
are available to any high school student no 
matter what college or university he or she 
decides to attend.”

Students should bring a copy of their 
own and their parents’ 2011 Federal In-
come Tax Return, including all pages and 
schedules.

The workshops are funded by a State 
of New Jersey Higher Education Student 
Assistance Authority grant, called Tools 
for College Access, and administered by 
Middlesex County College.

Bilingual assistance is provided at all 
locations. The sessions will take place at:

• Perth Amboy Center, Saturday March 
24 and Saturday April 21 at 9 a.m.

• New Brunswick Center, Wednesday 
April 4 and Wednesday April 18 at 6 p.m.

• Edison Campus, Saturday April 14, 
at 9 a.m.

To register for a workshop, please call 
the location that is convenient for you: New 
Brunswick 732-745-8866; Perth Amboy 
732-324-0700; Edison 732-906-3450.

Soccer Risks
Research is inconclusive on whether 

repeatedly bouncing a soccer ball off young 
player’s heads can affect the child’s think-
ing ability.  Some studies have found that 
players who suffer repeated blows to the 
head can suffer impaired brain function 
years later.  Players can also suffer head 
injuries by running into other players or a 
goal post, or by striking their head on the 
ground in a fall.

Research indicates on crash dum-
mies that the impact of a ball is powerful 
enough to warrant head protection.  A study 
published in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association in 1999 reported that 
amateur soccer players scored lower than 
other amateur athletes on tests of memory 
and planning.  The researchers suspected 
that repeated blows to the head might be 
the reason.  Other studies in Europe, found 
similar problems in elite players.

Researcher Mariccaz Ziejewski of North 
Dakota State University tested the impact of 
soccer balls on crash test dummies’ heads 
and used computer modeling to estimate 
what those results could mean in terms of 
brain injury.  The balls struck the heads with 
150-200 pounds of force, which Ziejewski 
considered to be less than those which can 
occur in a goal.

In a properly headed ball, the forehead 
takes the impact, and bent knees absorb 
much of the force.  But, in an improperly 
headed ball by an inexperienced player who 
may be caught by surprise, movement of the 
head creates rotational forces on the brain.  
Some of the impact would be sufficient to 
create shearing stresses that could stretch 
and deform brain tissue, if the ball is not 
headed properly.  If you execute the header 
properly, the effect on your brain is most 
likely minimal, however, if you get hit in 
the head and don’t expect it, it could be a 
different story.

Even though there are few reported 
cases of concussion, which itself is not 
always easily identified on the field.  The 
cumulative effect of repeated trauma could 
not be taken too lightly.
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1970’s-Pat Douglas is pictured relaxing with his “best friend” before going to play in a Little 
League All-Star game for the South Amboy team.  Pat was an excellent baseball player, 
and so were his late brothers Steve, and Scott.  (Photo courtesy of Pat Douglas) 

On February 19, Eagle Scout Candidate Jesse Richter of Troop 91, spearheaded an 
aggressive Bicycle Registration program along with the South Amboy Police Department.  
The program was a complete success, 68 bikes were registered!  Good luck Jesse with your 
quest to become an Eagle Scout. (l-r) Brandon Lenahan, Nick Campbell, Ethan Dobrynzski, 
Erik Kuhn, Jesse RIchter, Chief Darren LaVigne, Joe Przybylski, Ronny Alvarez, Richie 
Feihl, Scoutmaster Tom Richter. (Photo  by Brian Stratton)

Pictured are 12 of the new chicks hatched just in time for Easter.  (Photos/story by S. 
Conlon)

Shannon Whiteley and her daughter Emma tend to the newborn chicks at Our Lady of 
Victories School.

Youth League Days

Easter Bunny 
Breakfast

Breakfast with the Easter Bunny at 
South Amboy ELKS, 601 Washington Ave 
on Sat. April 7th 9am-11:30am. Includes 
Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausages, Hash 
Browns, Pancakes and More.  Adults $8, 
Children 8-12 $3, under 8-Free.  All Proceeds 
to benefit lodge charities. For more info- call 
the lodge 732-727-7170.

2nd Annual Golf 
Outing

Sacred Heart Parish is holding its 2nd An-
nual Golf Outing on Sat., April 28, to benefit 
the STARS program which assists parents 
who are unable to fully pay for a Catholic 
education. The outing’s Tee Time is 10 a.m. 
at Bunker Hill Golf Course, Princeton.  Cost 
is $100 per golfer, $200 donation for hole 
sponsors.  Sponsors receive 2 banquet tickets 
for burgers, hot dogs, and beer at the 10th 
tee!  Awards will be presented at the Alumni 
Banquet April 29 at Memorial Hall, 2 p.m.  
For more info contact Michelle Mojica, Mar-
keting Chairperson at Sacred Heart School, 
229 Cedar St., South Amboy.

*Please be advised that Sacred Heart 
School Spring Open House will not be held 
on Sunday, May 2 as previously announced.  
A new date will be set soon.

OLV School 
Hatches Chicks!
OLV Pre-K 3, Pre-K 4 and Kindergar-

ten students became the proud “parents” of 
24 chicks on February 27th. The eggs were 
kept in incubators for one week until all the 
chicks hatched under the watchful eyes of 
“Mother Hen” teachers Mrs. Conlon, Mrs. 
Gillen and Mrs. Buongiovanni. The students 
were thrilled to be able to see the chicks 
hatch and then hold and care for the chicks 
for a week before they returned to Quiver 
Farms in Pennsylvania. 

Listening To The 
Animals 

Learn how you can enhance your re-
lationship with your animal companions.  
Karen B. Peters, Telepathic Animal Com-
municator and found of Grey Cat Commu-
nications and Listen to the Animals, explains 
the concept of broadening your awareness 
and understanding of other species so that 
you can connect with the wisdom and spiri-
tuality inherent in all living beings.  Learn 
about the possibility of opening up to one’s 
own ability to communicate with your own 
animals.  Enjoy this overview of the idea 
of animal communication, with Ms. Peter’s 
stories and her history of a lifetime of com-
municating with other species intelligently.  
This program is suitable for anyone who 
would like to open up to the possibilities of 
human/animal communication, or confirm 
what they have suspected all along---that 
animal communication is real and something 
that this world needs more of.  Sayreville 
Public Library, Tuesday, April 10, 6:30-
8:00PM.Ms. Peters has helped humans 
deliver and receive messages to and from 
their companion animals of all species for 
most of her life, and professionally since 
1988.  She has assisted in lost animal work, 
helped with the concerns and behavioral 
issues, as well as helped grieving humans 
come to terms with their loss.  She began an 
intuitive dog training program to help dogs 
who needed more than “talk.” For more 
information or to register, contact Alaina 
by phone at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email 
alainad@lmxac.org.

Trip To Hunterdon 
Hills Playhouse
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a bus trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on 
Thursday, July 19, 2012 to see The Great 
American Song Book 3. The show fea-
tures music that influenced what became 
America’s own unique, wonderful music and 
dance. The cost of the trip is $80.00 which 
includes the price of the show, a meal with 
several choices of entrees, bus transporta-
tion, bus driver gratuity, and snacks after the 
show on the bus. The bus will leave the OLV 
lower parking lot at 9:45AM and return by 
5PM. For further information or to make a 
reservation, call Teri at (732) 727-7639. 

Sayreville Public Library To Celebrate 
National Library Week!

The Sayreville Public Library will be 
celebrating National Library Week from 
April 8–14, 2012.

Come join us for some special programs 
in the Children’s and Young Adult Rooms.

Sunday, April 8 – Dr. Seuss’s Mini Book 
Club, “Oh the Places You’ll Go”

This is a one week book club. Pick up 
a Dr. Seuss log sheet at the children’s desk, 
read any five Dr. Seuss books, and log them 
on your sheet.  When completed, return your 
log sheet for a Dr. Seuss certificate and other 
surprises!

Tuesday, April 10 – Under the Sea Luau 
Hawaiian Party

Join us for fun luau games such as 
pass the coconut and the limbo!  Learn to 
do the hula, get a Hawaiian tattoo, balloon 
animals and more! Children of all ages are 
invited to attend, 6PM in the children’s 
room. Register online by visiting: www.
sayrevillelibrary.org. 

Thursday, April 12 – Fun with Energy 
Workshop 

Teen program! Join us for this exciting 
workshop as you explore energy in many 
of its different forms!  It’s a hands-on time 
physics lab that everyone can understand 
and enjoy, with super spectacular effects!  
Students in grades 6 – 12 are invited to at-
tend at 2:45 PM. Register online by visiting: 
www.sayrevillelibrary.org.

Thursday, April 12 – Bubble Trouble

Join us for an exciting evening of Bubble 
Trouble with Jeff Boyer!  Jeff takes bubbles 
to the max in the one-man bubble extrava-
ganza!  Come see the craziest, most creative 
show around.  A bubble rollercoaster, bubble 
volcano and a kid in a bubble are just a few 
of the wildest thing you will see.  Children of 
all ages are welcome, 6PM in the children’s 
room.  Register online by visiting: www.
sayrevillelibrary.org

Friday, April 13 – Meet the Silly Cat 
with the Red & White Hat

A special appearance by the famous cat 
at 12 noon in the Children’s Room!  Meet 
& greet with one of the funniest, silliest 
characters from Dr. Seuss’s books.  One just 
never knows what will happen when that cat 
is around! Parents bring your cameras

The Sayreville Public Library will hold 
our weekly programs in addition to these 
special programs for National Library Week.  
For more information call: 732-727-0212 
ext. 25 or visit: www.sayrevillelibrary.org. 

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRgIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -M.M.
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Obituaries
Archibald, Maureen Duffy, 57, of Parlin 

died on Feb. 16.
Batissa, Saverio “Sammy”, 69, formerly 

of South Amboy died on March 14.
Bellina, Carlo “Carl,” 88, of Sayreville 

died on March 15.
Bentsen, Marguerite E., 89, formerly of 

Sayreville died on March 17.
Bowden, Lawrence W., 59, of South 

Amboy died on Feb. 16.
Coakley, Anna M., 84, formerly of South 

Amboy/Sayreville died on March 14.
Daly, Joseph J., 84, of South Amboy 

died on Feb. 20.
Glassmacher, Joseph F. Jr., 66, of South 

Amboy died on Feb. 28.
Grenier, William, 78, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 29.
Halmi, Joseph P., 75, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on March 11.
Hollywood, Virginia R., 86, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Feb. 18.
Iremonger, Robert J. “R.J.,” 55, of South 

Amboy died on March 14.
Jakimowicz, Eugenia, 90, formerly of 

South Amboy died on March 16.
Kennedy, Robert R., 79, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 22.
Kerr, Daniel J. “Jim” Jr., 83, of Parlin 

died on March 8.
Kolakowski, Joseph L. Sr., 91, of South 

Amboy died on March 19.
Krolik, Peter, 86, of Sayreville died 

on Feb. 16.
Kupiewski, Mary Coughlin, 79, of 

Morgan died on March 11.
McCormack, Karen Krzywicki, 61, of 

Sayreville died on March 9.
McCurdy, Carol Lynn Sherry, 56, of 

South Amboy died on Feb. 22.
McGrath, Timothy R., 44, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Feb. 21.
McKeon, Helen A. Nebus, formerly of 

Sayreville/South Amboy died on Mar. 15.
Mesaros, Shirley R., 76, formerly of 

South Amboy died on March 18.
Piazzolla, Arlene, 72, of South Amboy 

died on March 10.
Powell, Marguerite “Maggie” Buckley, 

61, formerly of Sayreville died on March 
12.

Reagan, Dolores, 72, of Morgan died 
on Feb. 27.

Ricciardi, Patricia R., 70, of Parlin died 
on Feb. 20.

Riveley, Anna M.  Kowaleski, 86, for-
merly of South Amboy died on March 1.

Sharo, Clara T., 95, of Sayreville died 
on Feb. 25.

Sorensen, Esther E., 72, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 18.

Spencer, Mary Bill, 82, of Morgan died 
on Feb. 28.

Taormina, Philip A., 88, of Parlin died 
on March 3.

Thomas, Ameer, 34, of Sayreville died 
on March 8.

Wagner, Lothar W., 72, of Parlin died 
on Feb. 27.

Help With Your 
Budget!

Stop wondering, “Where did all of 
my money go?” Learn how to manage 
your finances, instead of allowing them 
to manage you! No matter how much you 
make, the key to financial stability is a 
good budget. This seminar will help pave 
your way to success by teaching you how 
to improve your credit, lower your debt, 
increase your savings, and draft your own 
personal budget. Sayreville Public Library, 
Monday, April 9 from 7:00-8:30 PM. 
Tiffany Aliche, aka “The Budgetnista,” is 
an author, speaker and passionate teacher of 
engaging financial empowerment. Tiffany 
has been a featured speaker at: American 
Express, Wyndham Worldwide, Princeton 
University, The United Way and Dress 
for Success. Her financial tips and advice 
have been featured in ESSENCE, Black 
Enterprise, MSNBC.com, CBS Money-
watch.com, USATODAY, and the News 12 
New Jersey’s “It’s Your Money” show. If 
you have any questions about this program 
or would like to register, contact Alaina 
by phone at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email 
alainad@lmxac.org.
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Memories Of The Raritan River Railroad
By Darren A. Miller

I surely grew up in a railroad family.  My 
father worked for the RRRR for 42 years… 
right up to the acquisition by ConRail.  He 
was the General Agent which, in the RRRR 
management chain, made him something 
like the number 3 guy.  My mother and her 
father also worked for the RRRR.

Further evidence of living in a railroad 
family was the dedication to model railroad-
ing.  Although that was “the thing” for kids 
in the 1950’s, Dad and I enjoyed this hobby 
virtually every weekend – we had half the 
basement occupied with our layout.  Of 
course, Lionel was the only train that mat-
tered then.

Back to the RRRR… needless to say, I 
have deep experiences and fond memories.  
Growing up, what could be better for a 
kid?  How cool to be able to hang out on a 
real, operating railroad and spend time on 
summer days with the working train crews.  
Given the small size of RRRR, it was all 
like family.  Everybody knew everybody 
else – multiple generations of families and 
siblings worked there.  For example, I re-
member the Toth brothers.  Three of them 
worked for the road.

Being born in 1952, I have such dim 
memories of the end of steam, the images 
might be imagined.  It was 1954 when diesel 
entered the line and displaced steam after 
a brief overlap.  A vivid memory I have is 
that all the engineers I knew always shouted 
when talking.  I was mystified by that until 
I asked my father.  He told me they were all 
from the steam days and their hearing was 
quite damaged as a result.

I traveled from one end of the line to 
the other, covering virtually every mile.  I 
loved riding with the crews – drilling freight 
for the big companies in central New Jersey 
like DuPont, Hercules, National Lead, etc.  
Although they knew my name, the crew most 
always called me “Little Charley” because of 
my father, Charles.  I didn’t mind that much 
because I always felt rather privileged to be 
with these guys.  They always treated me well 
– sort of an adopted son – always wanting 
to share their lunches with me despite me 
having my own.  They would hand me some 
food item and say, “Here… sock that into 
you.”  To a kid, all these guys were bigger 
than life – like being surrounded by John 
Wayne types, without the swagger.

Thinking about how the current world 
is preoccupied with liability, I did things 
back then that would make an insurer faint.  
I would ride on the outside of the engine, 
the freight car ladders, ends of tank cars, 
etc.  I only went on the box car cat walks 
when they were not in motion.  Even then, I 
thought that would be pushing the envelope 
and I had enough sense not to go too far.  It 
was more self-serving than being sensible – I 

didn’t want to get in trouble and jeopardize 
my future rides.

I remember one summer day when 
we had just drilled Hercules (specifically, 
the HiFax and ProFax yards – plastics that 
Hercules made), then broke for lunch.  We 
“parked” outside the sidings and feasted.  The 
guys had ice chests and someone brought an 
entire watermelon.  On a hot summer day, we 
sat in the shade of the box cars and enjoyed 
cool watermelon.  The crew did not seem to 
mind me – they were very kind and gracious 
– not like they were putting up with a son 
of a management guy.

Central NJ was rich with industry.  
Considering the short length of the Raritan 
– about 16 miles, end to end – the concen-
tration of business was amazing.  The six 
engines on the roster were fully occupied 
and in constant service.  Even as the quintes-
sential short line, I recall that when one of 
the companies called with a special need, the 
RRRR would respond and provide incredible 
customer service.

I also recall the many times I was in the 
Milltown station (off Washington Avenue).  
There was a semaphore attached to the build-
ing that always fascinated me.  One day, I got 
my father to operate it.  Although not utilized 
for many years, it was still in good shape 
and I watched as Dad grabbed the chains 
that came into the office and yank them to 
operate the semaphore.  I went outside to 
watch the effects.  Wow!

Fast forward to the early 1970’s and my 
college days at Rutgers.  In summer jobs, 
I now worked for the companies that I had 
previously drilled – Sunshine Biscuits and 
Continental Baking, both RRRR custom-
ers.  It was interesting that I was now “on 
the inside” and finding myself unloading 
what the Raritan delivered.  Hoppers full 
of flour, sugar, and tank cars with molasses 
and other liquid cargo that the commercial 
baking business used.

Circa 1976, when the ConRail event 
happened, it was sad.  Even though Ameri-
can railroads were hurting at that time, the 
RRRR was still prosperous.  It felt like it 
was being sucked into a big, losing busi-
ness.  Leave us alone!  Although my father 
kept a stiff upper lip, I think it was killing 
him.  He made a comment to me in his last 
months, observing how it felt working for a 
big company.  He said (paraphrased), “…it 
seems people spend more time at the copy 
machine, covering their butts, than actually 
working…”  And so, the RRRR identity was 
gone forever – the end of an era.  

Thankfully, one thing I did before the 
ultimate end was to take my future bride to 
see the RRRR in action.  We met in 1974 
and, of course, she got an earful of “life on 
the railroad.”  In April of 1975, about a year 

before the merger, we went out for a few 
hours with the train crew.  My father even 
made it all official by issuing me a RRRR 
trip pass (an ancient document that was rarely 
used).  I was never really sure if this was a 
joke or it was my father being the “by the 
books” guy he actually was.

Of course, I loved this special outing 
given the big dose of memories it brought 
back.  I think Meryl liked it too, but maybe 
she was being polite.  A few pictures were 
taken to commemorate the event and I still 
treasure them.  One picture I always liked 
was Meryl posing by the #9 caboose.  It is 
incredible to me that over 30 years later this 

Adjunct Faculty Fair
Middlesex County College will hold an 

Adjunct Faculty Recruitment Fair Wednes-
day, April 11, at which prospective adjunct 
instructors can talk with department chair-
persons about openings at the College.

“This is a convenient way for profes-
sionals who would like to teach at the College 
level to find out about opportunities and 
even interview for available posts,” said Dr. 
Karen L. Hays, vice president for academic 
and student affairs at the College.

The program will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. 
in the College Center Cafeteria B and C.

Most positions require a master’s 
degree, and some disciplines call for other 
certifications as well. In some fields, relevant 
experience may be substituted for a master’s 
degree; however, all college parallel courses 
require that the instructor have a minimum 
of a master’s degree. Please download an ap-
plication from the College’s website, www.
middlesexcc.edu/hr, complete it, and bring 
several resumes and a copy of an unofficial 
transcript.

The College is seeking people to teach 
in many academic areas, including: Art, 
Business, Criminal Justice, Computer Sci-

ence, Economics, Accounting, Health and 
Recreation, English, Science, Computer 
Graphics, Liberal Arts, Mathematics, Land 
Surveying, Modern Languages, Theatre, 
Culinary Arts, Public Speaking, Retailing, 
Student Success, and English as a Second 
Language. There are several high-demand 
areas in which a number of positions are 
open, such as Anatomy and Physiology, 
Microbiology, General Biology, Forensic 
Accounting and Fraud Examination. There 
is a critical need for adjuncts able to teach 
during the day. Also, given the academic 
preparation required for every major, there 
is a continuing need for instructors to teach 
reading, writing, and math courses at both 
the developmental and higher levels, as 
well as psychology, philosophy and health. 
Classes are offered during the day, evenings 
and on Saturday at the Edison campus and 
at the Centers in New Brunswick and Perth 
Amboy. Please see the website for a list of 
available courses.

For more details go to the Middlesex 
web page: www.middlesexcc.edu/hr or call 
732-906-4688.

same caboose is being produced as a scale 
model by Atlas.

I had left central NJ in 1974 and was 
living in north Jersey.  The Erie Lackawanna 
ran right by my apartment, so the effects of 
the ConRail mergers were still very visible 
to me, beyond RRRR.  Another mighty line 
sucked into the conglomerate.  However, 
after a dubious start, ConRail became suc-
cessful, despite having acquired about a half 
dozen nearly-bankrupt railroads (ignoring 
the prosperous short lines like RRRR).

Like so many things in life, memories 
preserve actual experiences and hopefully 
will last a very long time.

Free Oral Cancer Screening  
Middlesex County College will host an 

oral cancer screening for adults on Tuesday, 
April 17 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Dental 
Hygiene Clinic in L’Hommedieu Hall on the 
Edison campus. The event is free and open 
to the public; preregistration is not neces-
sary. The noon to 1 p.m. hour is reserved for 
College faculty, staff and students; any adult 
is welcome from 9 a.m. to noon.

“April is Oral Cancer Awareness Month 
and it is a good time to focus on this issue,” 
said Lynn Tobin, adjunct faculty member in 
the College’s Dental Hygiene program. “It 
is a disease that is often curable if you catch 
it early, but can be fatal if not diagnosed 
in time. Oral cancer kills more than 8,000 
people a year.”

Professor Tobin is a member of the Oral 

Cancer Workgroup, an organization of medi-
cal professionals from New Jersey who are 
attempting to raise awareness and encourage 
screenings. The College is the only place in 
Middlesex County that is performing the 
free screenings.

Anyone who receives a screening will 
be entered into a drawing for a prize: either 
an Oral B Power Toothbrush ($160 value) or 
a Sonicare power toothbrush ($110 value).

The screenings are aimed at those 18 
and over. The procedure, which takes about 
10 minutes once the patient is in the dental 
chair, will be performed by volunteer dentists 
and oral surgeons.

For more information, e-mail Professor 
Tobin at jaltobin@comcast.net

Darren Miller, who was born in South Amboy is pictured with his wife Meryl standing on 
a vintage Raritan River Railroad engine, back in the 1970’s.  He is the grandson of Ethel 
Harris and nephew of Anna Harris-Friberg.  (Photo submitted)
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