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The 2012 inductees into the Sayreville War Memorial High School Hall of Fame are: from 
left to right: John Zebrowski, Thomas Michaels, Dr. Stefano Tarantolo, and Raymond Borup. 
(Photo submitted)

The family of the late Steven M. Varneke  designer of the monument “Officer Mourning” 
which proudly stands in front of city hall, were at the recent Police Memorial Service to 
place the wreath in front of the monument.  Pictured (l-r) South Amboy Police Sergeant 
Jamie Norek, Mr. Varneke’s  children Kyle, Pierce and  Gwen, his wife Rita Varneke and 
South Amboy Police Chief Darren LaVigne.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)Republican Primary 

Contest
Sayreville Councilman Frank Bella was 

not nominated by the Sayreville Republi-
can Party to run for one of two open seats.  
Councilman Nick Perrette and newcomer 
Larry Doyle were endorsed as candidates 
by Middlesex County Republican Orga-
nization.

Bella will run in the June Primary elec-
tion as a Republican for Taxpayers.

Deacon Pavich To 
Be Ordained

Deacon Jason P. Pavich, a native of St. 
Mary’s Parish will be ordained to the Order 
of the Priesthood by His Excellency Paul G. 
Bootkoski, Bishop of Metuchen, on Satur-
day, May 26, at the Cathedral of St. Francis 
of Assisi in Metuchen.  He will be ordained 
along with Deacons James DeFillipps and 
Dawid Wejnerowski.

The following day Sunday, May 27th, 
the newly -ordained Father Pavich will offer 
Mass for the first time at St. Mary’s Church 
at 3 p.m.  All are invited to attend.

South Amboy Gets 
New Prosecutor
John E. Kawczynski was selected by 

the City Council as South Amboy’s new 
municipal prosecutor.  Kawczynski, who has 
worked in South Amboy with the law firm of 
Field, Womack & Kawczynski since 2001, 
will succeed longtime prosecutor Thomas 
Downs IV.  

Kawczynski will receive $15,000 per 
year, prorated, and will be paid on a monthly 
basis.  For additional professional services 
provided by the prosecutor, the City will be 
charged $150 per hour.

Father Joseph Romanoski
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Father Joe 
Remembers South 
Amboy Experience

By Steve Schmid
Sacred Heart Church Pastor Father 

Joseph Romanoski has many wonderful 
memories of his time in South Amboy.  He 
shared his recollections in a wide ranging 
interview with The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times. 

“It’s been a very fruitful time for me 
here at Sacred Heart.  As you know, when I 

(Continued on page 19)

Hall Of Fame 
Welcomes 9 Greats 

Plus 2003 Team
By Tom Burkard 

The Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 
High School held its Sports Hall of Fame 
Induction/Dinner on May 4th at the Grand 
Marquis in Old Bridge.

The very special evening to remember 
began with a 5:30 p.m. Mass celebrated by 
Cardinal Theodore McCarrick and Msgr. 
John Gordon.  At 6 p.m. the guests moved 
into the main reception room for cocktail 
hour, and at 7 p.m., the National Anthem 
was sung, which was followed by a welcome 
from Principal Karen Juliano,  as guests be-
gan to take their seats.  Cardinal McCarrick 
then gave the Invocation, and the delicious 
feast began.  

A live auction featuring many terrific 
items, was conducted by Brian Stratton, who 
was assisted by Al Gomolka Jr. and Phyllis 
Stratton.  Lucky auction winners took home 

(Continued on page 18)

Perth Amboy / 
South Amboy 

Fireworks Event
On May 16, Perth Amboy Mayor Wilda 

Diaz and Mayor Fred Henry of South Amboy 
announced their bi-city fireworks event at a 
press conference held on board the Cornuco-
pia Princess.  The Cornucopia traveled to the 
barge on which the World Class Fireworks 
display will take place, a half-mile from the 
closest on shore viewing points—the Perth 
Amboy and South Amboy waterfronts.

Mayor Henry said that, “This would not 
have been possible without the generosity and 
good will of all  our sponsors.  I would like 
to personally thank you all for your support.  
You’re putting smiles on many small faces 
as they watch a beautiful light show, made 
possible by donations.”

The Fireworks Show extravaganza is to 
be held on Tuesday, July 3rd at 9:20 p.m.

South Amboy Memorial Day Parade Grand 
Marshal Bill Garnett wave to the crowd as he 
leads the parade down Broadway.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (l) and Perth Amboy Mayor Wilda Diaz (r) recently held a 
press conference aboard the Cornucopia Princess.  Together they announced the two cities 
will collaborate to put on a fireworks display on July 3, 2012 at no cost to the cities taxpayers 
due to the generous contributions from local businesses.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Guest speakers, the O’Brien twins Ed (l) and John (r) visited with Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick (c) at the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School Athletic Hall of Fame 
Incuction/Dinner recently at the Grand Marquis in Old Bridge.  See more photos on page 
14.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Remember 
Our Veterans
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Reilly Inducted 
Thomas Reilly of South Amboy was re-

cently inducted into the Phi Alpha Theta His-
tory Honors Society at an initiation ceremony 
on April 12th at Rutgers University.  Tom is 
currently a junior at Rutgers University with 
a 3.94 GPA.  Congratulations, Tom!

Teacher Of The Month
Former Sayreville resident Lori Mik-

laszewski was selected “Teacher of the 
Month” at East Randolph Middle School 
in North Carolina.  She also coached the 
basketball team to an outstanding 15-2 record 
and the county tourney title.  Congratula-
tions, Lori!

Special Mother’s Day Gift 
On May 11, 2012 Kyle and Erica 

Murphy became the proud parents of twins. 
Donovan Andrew and Kayla Elizabeth ar-
rived 7 weeks early. Donovan weighing 
in at 3 pds. 4 oz. and Kayla at 3 pds. 3 oz. 
Both were 16 inches long. Kyle is the son 
of Kathy and Ken Murphy of South Amboy 
and is a long time member of The Melrose 
Blackhawks. What a great way to celebrate 
Mothers Day.

Locals Graduate
Christopher Schaaf of South Amboy 

graduated Cum Laude from Ramapo College 
with a degree in Music.  He is the son of Fred 
and Jennifer Schaaf.  Renee N. Parsons of 
South Amboy graduated Cum Laude from 
Middlesex County College with a degree in 
Psychology/Phsychological Rehabilitation.  
She is the daughter of William and Renee 
P. Parsons.

Jon Switzer, formerly of the Melrose 
section of Sayreville graduated from Lin-
coln Tech in Union, where he majored in 
Automotive Technology.    He is the son of 
Shawn and Norine Switzer.

Congratulations to Christopher, Renee, 
and Jon on your outstanding accomplish-
ments and best of luck in the future!

Pleasant Little 
Trivia 

By Tom Burkard
1. The Creek that runs under the Route 35 
bridge in Morgan?  a.Morgan b.Cheesequake 
c.Raritan
2. In 1987, this sub shop was located at 129 
South Broadway in South Amboy on the 
corner of John St.?  a.Joe’s  b.Sub-Mariner 
c.Mario’s
3. The Starland Ballroom in Sayreville was 
once called?  a.Hunka Bunka b.Jernee’s End 
c.The Place
4. In ’97, Broadway Variety was located at 
149 N. Broadway, South Amboy.  It was 
formerly known as?  a.Big Daddy’s b.The 
Last Stand c.Broadway’s Best
5. In 1983, where was Benny’s Tavern 
located in Sayreville?  a.MacArthur Ave. 
b.Washington Rd. c.Jacobsen St.
6. Where in South Amboy was Harry’s Citgo 
located in the late 1980’s?  a.South Broadway 
b.Bordentown Ave. c.North Stevens Ave.
7. President of the Sayreville Emergency 
Squad, Inc. in ’83?  a.Mary Jane Eberle 
b.Raymond Betzler c.James Smith
8. Where in South Amboy was J & J Alu-
minum located?  a.Main St. b.First St. c.Rt. 
35 South
9. In ’75, a Sayreville business, That Girl 
Coiffures South was located at?  a.Main St. 
b.Washington Rd. c.Tyler St.
10. Hoffman HS Valedictorian in 1976?  
a.Bryan Applegate b.Georgianna Pszolka 
c.Mary Lou Sibol
11. Commander of American Legion Le-
nape Post No. 211, Sayreville in 1980?  
a.Thomas Vazquez b.Edward Rappleyea 
c.John Kleinmann
12. Chairman of the South Amboy Democrat-
ic Party in ’68?  a.Richard Schultz b.James 
Harrigan c.Raymond Tomaszewski

Answers
1b 2c 3a 4a 5c 6c 7b 8b 9b 10c 11a 12b.(Continued on page 25)

Rosary Society Celebrates 120th 
Anniversary

By Ann Marie Tauber, President
Sacred Heart Rosary Society 

On Sunday, May 6th, Sacred Heart Ro-
sary Society celebrated its 120th Anniversary, 
beginning with the Rosarians attending the 
8:30 a.m. Corporate Communion Mass.  In 
the afternoon, the parish participated in the 
crowning ceremonies of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary by a member of the Rosary Society, 
Mary Falkowski.  Her crown bearer was 
Genevieve Jablonski.  This was the first 
time in the 118 years of the parish of the 
Church of the Sacred Heart that the crowner 

was a member of the Rosary Society.  Miss 
Jablonski had the honor of being the crowner 
in 1953, as a member of the Young Ladies 
Sodality of the BVM.

During the afternoon services, members 
of the First Holy Communion Class of 2012 
received their blessed rosaries and scapulars, 
and 8 new members of the Rosary Society 
were installed.   A buffet dinner in Memorial 
Hall followed with Rev. Joseph Romanoski 
as principal speaker.

Flea Market
The First Presbyterian Church of Sayre-

ville will sponsor its Annual Flea Market on 
June 9th, 2012  (rain date June 16th) from  
8am to 2pm at the Church parking lot.  The 
address is 172 Main Street (across from 

Borough Hall), Sayreville.  The fee is $15.00 
per space (please bring your own table). 
For more information please call 732-257-
6353.

During the buffet dinner celebration of the 120th Anniversary of the Rosary Society of the 
Church of the Sacred Heart, Ann Marie Tauber, President, and Father Joseph Romanoski, 
Pastor, cut the anniversary cake.  Looking on is Sister Theresine Jablonski (l), and back 
row (l-r) Genevieve Jablonski, crown bearer, and Mary Falkowski, crowner.  (Photos/story 
courtesy of Ann Marie Tauber)
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Brian O’Connor’s School of Music.

Pictured above Brian O’Connor (r) and guitar student Nick Panayi during a lesson at 
Brian O’Connor’s School of Music.

Brian O’Connor has been teaching 
music for the past thirty years in South 
Amboy. He offers  Guitar, Bass, Drums, 
Saxophone and Flute lessons in his studio. 
His students range in age from 8 to 60 
years old.  Performing since childhood, 
Brian has a multitude of experience in 
the music business.  With 2 albums to his 
credit of all original songs in which he 
performed all the instruments and vocal 
tracks using multitrack recording, he is 
one of the most well rounded musicians 
in the business, performing any type of 
music from rock to jazz. Brian has enter-
tained all over the country from the world 
famous Steel Pier in Atlantic City when he 
was a child at 10 years old to six nights a 
week at Caesars in A.C.  as an adult and 
thousands of private parties.  Brian also 

works with many of his students on their 
vocal skills. He is now preparing for 
his annual Jam Fest Concert which will 
be featuring many of his top students 
performing and singing with him. The 
show gets bigger and bigger every year. 
Last year there were approximately 230 
people attending the concert.  It was a 
great time for all and it gave the students 
a great opportunity to show their stuff in 
front of a live audience.

This year’s concert is on Sunday June 
3rd at the Charles Hoffman Senior Center  
located at 108 So. Stevens Ave. South 
Amboy. The show starts at 2pm. Doors 
open at 1:30.    Admission is Free.

For more info go to brianoconnor-
music.com.

Cut-A-thon for Pancreatic Cancer
The Hair Shop will hold their annual 

“Cuts for a Cure” cut-a-thon at the salon 
located at 3188 Washington Road, Parlin, on 
June 3rd from 10 am – 4pm  raising funds 
for the Lustgarten

Foundation. All proceeds will help to 
advance the scientific and medical research 
related to the diagnosis, treatment, cure and 
prevention of pancreatic cancer.

Being diagnosed with Pancreatic Cancer 
is a death sentence; there is no treatment, no 
cure and no hope for survival.  Awareness 
of this terminal disease has increased over 
the past couple years, however funding and 
research in comparison to other forms of 
cancer is nearly 100 to 1. 

Maryann Lavery-Minnella, owner of 
The Hair Shop, and her family, have been 
personally affected by pancreatic cancer. 
Having lost both parents to this disease, 
Maryann is committed  to raising funds 
for a cure.   

The cost for all haircuts, wet or dry 
(no blow-drying) is $20.  There will also 
be food for purchase, music, games, gift 
basket drawings and a grand prize drawing 
for a new iPad. 

Come out for a day of family fun while 
supporting a good cause. 

Last year’s event raised $10,000. The 
goal this year is to double that total. If you 
cannot attend but would like to make a 
donation, log on to the Hair Shop’s website 
at www.thehairshopparlin.com  and click 
on the “Cuts-for-a Cure” link at the top of 
the page. Any other questions regarding this 
event can be answered by calling the salon 
at 732-727-5305. 

ALL PROCEDES FROM THE 
DAYS EVENTS WILL BE DONAT-
ED DIRECTLY TO THE LUSTGAR-
TER FOUNDATION FOR PAN-
CREATIC CANCER RESEARCH!!  

Ciak, Trapp, 
Brodzinski Elected

The winners in the April Board of Educa-
tion election in Sayreville were incumbents 
Kevin Ciak and Jill Trapp, and newcomer 
Carl “Buddy” Brodzinski.  Trapp was the 
top vote-getter with 1,260, followed by 
Ciak 1,197, and Brodzinski 1,142.  Nathan 
Fisher, running for one of the 3 seats, received  
1,007 votes.  The third seat became available 
when Laurie Esposito decided not to run for 
another 3-year therm.

The Sayreville budget for $77.4 million 
passed by a narrow margin of 1,039 to 975.  
There will be a tax increase of $60.63 for the 
average home assessed at $143,700.

Franklin D. English 
Scholarship Lottery

The Franklin D. English Scholarship 
Committee consisting of Bob Pawlik, Tom 
Downs IV, and Jack Hulsart, announced that 
a $1,000 scholarship will be awarded by 
lottery to a South Amboy resident graduat-
ing in June.  Interested high school seniors 
can register for the drawing by mailing a 
copy of their acceptance from an institute 
of higher learning, college, or technical 
institute to the following address: Franklin 
D. English Scholarship, c/o Robert P. Pawlik, 
511 Augusta St., South Amboy, NJ 08879.  
The drawing will be held on June 8 at 3 p.m. 
at the Dowdell Library.  All applicants are 
welcome to witness the drawing.

Community Flea Market
The Sayreville Recreation Department 

is having its Annual Community Flea Market 
on June 9, 2012 at the Borough Hall Soccer 
Field. Vending is open to both Sayreville resi-
dents and non Sayreville residents – simply 
register at the Recreation office between the 

hours of 8:00am to 3:30pm Monday thru 
Friday. Food and Ice Cream vendors will be 
on site. Prices: Sayreville Resident - $10.00 
per table space Non- Sayreville Resident 
- $20.00 per table space. For information 
call: 732-390-7092/7096.
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Yearbook-Cardinal McCarrick 2002
By Tom Burkard

Dr. Frank “Dr. I.” Ianniruberto was 
principal, Jeanne Polinski, assistant princi-
pal, and Stacy Hicks-Development/Alumni 
Director.  Some of the fine staff was Cynthia 
Phillips, Sister Kateri Hawley OSF, Stanley 
Drwal, Jesse Holovacko, Rosa Smith, John 
Reid.  

The Homecoming King & Queen were 
Chris Dobrowolski and Tricia Mackiel, 
and Homecoming Princess was Jean Marie 
Henry…The Fall Play was “Arsenic and 
Old Lace.”  The Variety Show was a huge 
success.

Cathleen Ziegler was President of the 
Foreign Language Society…Tri-captains of 
the cheerleaders were Tricia Mackiel, Jes-
sica Gutowski, and Kristin Vlachakis…The 
Eagles had a wrestling team in ’02, but the 
headline grabbers were the boys basketball 
team coached by Joe Lewis, who won the 
Gold Division title, and the girls basketball 
squad under Coach Don Szatkowski, finished 
15-1 in division play to win its 3rd consecu-
tive Blue Division crown.

The school yearbook was titled “Fea-
ture Presentation,” and it was dedicated 
to Carol Moskwa.  Stephanie Carver was 
Editor-In-Chief. 

Some of the graduating seniors selected 
randomly include: Scott Bare, Lynn Bart-
kowicz, Lisa Basha, Marc Black, Renee 
Carnevale, Karen Castello, John Chapman, 
Sara Cooney, Joseph Corcione, Steven Dey, 
Jean Dowd, Michael Farley, Jessica Furey, 
Ginette Gotta, Matthew Kopacz, Kaitlyn 
Katko (Girls’ All-Time leading scorer with 
over 1,600 points), Jennifer Kanca, Rae 
Anne Kukulski, Thomas Mahoney Jr., 
Jaime Marcinczyk, Jason Meszaros, Mark 
Modzelewski, Michael Murtha, Marc Ni-
etubyc, Chrystal O’Brien, Carly O’Connor, 
Diane Opalinski, James Pizzillo, Matthew 
Pritchard, Joseph Sciortino, Daniel Szat-
kowski, Amanda Thomas, Brian Weiler, 
Erin Volosin, John Towlen, Thomas Harris, 
Mary Horezga, Erin Kellert, Greg Latham, 
David Olejnik, Maria Otero, Ryan Rush, 
Mary Ellen Szraga.    
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The South Amboy PTO recently honored their Lifetime and Honorary members for 2012.  
They are pictured (l-r) Tom Bikowski, Emily Gadomski, Samantha Stratton and Phil Smith.  
Congratulations to all!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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NY Mets Trip
July 21

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 sponsors an outing to beautiful 
Citi Field Sat., July 21 at 1:10 p.m. to see the 
Mets battle the Los Angeles Dodgers with 
All-Star outfielder Matt Kemp and Cy Young 
Award winner Clayton Kershaw.  Cost of 
$70 includes a Mets gift, Edgardo Alfonso 
bobble head doll, game ticket, roundtrip mo-
tor coach transportation, sandwich, snacks, 
and beverages.  For tickets call Steve at 
732-727-1707.
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“Segway Is The Only Way”-South Amboy 
Police Officer Jake Murray is breaking 
in a new piece of department equipment 
called “The Segway,” which will be utilized 
to patrol the Waterfront Park and beach in 
less time, and much more efficiently than 
walking the beat.  (Photo/Info courtesy of 
Joe Lotkowictz)

Golf Outing
June 23

Saturday, June 23rd is the date for the 
3rd Annual Golf Outing benefiting Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s HS, at Concordia Golf 
Club in Monroe Twp.  Golfers will tee up at 
12:45 p.m. for a fee of $125, which is  all-
inclusive from a light lunch of hot dogs and 
all the fixins to a barbecue dinner reception 
and on-course beverages.  Carts and green 
fees are included.  Other sponsorships start 
at $225 with promotional benefits.  $20 raffle 
tickets are also being sold beforehand for 
a chance to win a Forsgate Country Club 
foursome.

Proceeds from this event provide finan-
cial aid to needy students, strengthen the 
excellence of school programs, maintain 
facilities and increase athletic and extra-
curricular programs.  For more info, call 
732-721-0748 ext. 243 or register online at 
www.CardinalMcCarrick.com by June 15.  
All are welcome.  

Scrabble Club 
Join us to play a few rounds of Scrabble 

on the first and third Friday of each month 
at Sayreville Public Library. The library has 
a Scrabble Board, but you may bring your 
own also. No need to sign up in advance, 
just show up on June 1st and 15th from 1:30-
3:30 and make new friends! If you have 
any questions, email Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call (732) 727-0212 x25. 

Flag Retirement
June 9

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 
#62, South Amboy Commander Bob “Zak” 
Sekerak announced that the Post will be hold-
ing its annual Flag Retirement Ceremony 
on Sat., June 9th at 12:00 noon at the South 
Amboy Boat Ramp.   

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -D.R.
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Sayreville PD Using Nixle
Sayreville Police Department will 

utilize a new communications service, 
effective May 10, 2012, that allows us to 
send important, valuable community infor-
mation directly to residents using the latest 
technology.

The Nixle Community Information 
Service allows us to create and publish mes-
sages to be delivered to subscribed residents 
instantly via cell phone text message and/or 
email. Notifications can also be accessed 
online at Nixle’s web site at www.nixle.
com. Messages may include alerts to local 
criminal activity, missing persons, and road 
closures as well as other relevant safety and 
community event information. The service 

is secure, reliable and easy to use for our 
group. The messages can be sent specifi-
cally to residents registered within a ¼ mile 
radius, giving them the opportunity to receive 
trustworthy information relevant only to 
their neighborhood. Residents decide from 
which local agencies they want to receive 
information. Subscribers can also choose the 
way in which alerts are received, whether it 
is by email, text message, or over the web. 
Nixle builds on the foundations of other 
public-to-public communication services, 
such as Twitter, Facebook, and MySpace, 
but adds a key component: security. When 
citizens receive information from our agency 
via Nixle, they know it can be trusted. 

E-mail for Beginners
Learn how to create a free Gmail 

E-mail address and how to use E-mail 
at Sayreville Public Library on Thursday, 
June 7 at 6:00PM. First preference goes to 

Sayreville patrons that haven’t taken this 
class before. Register online or call Alaina at 
732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email her at alainad@
lmxac.org for more information.

Pictured at the crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Sacred Heart Church are (l-r) Genevieve 
Jablonski, crown bearer, Mary Falkowski, crowner, and Father Joseph Romanoski, Pastor.  
(Photo submitted)
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The Gonzalez family performed their intricate rope jumping act for the crowd at the recent 
Circus sponsored by the South Amboy Fire Department.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The South Amboy Fire Department 125th Anniversary Parade Committee (Pictured above) 
would like to thank everyone that helped to support and make the Circus a success.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)
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Caring Award Winners

Grace Lee of Cardinal McCarrick High School (South Amboy) was presented a 2012 Caring 
Award by the Middlesex County Guidance Council. The Caring Award, given to one student 
from each high school in the county, is for outstanding volunteer community service. It was 
presented at a dinner held at Middlesex County College in April. At right is Ray Moose, 
president of the guidance council, and at leftt is Shirlie Camp, chairperson of the Caring 
Awards. (Photos/Info Submitted)

Vishal Dalal of Sayreville War Memorial High School also received a 2012 Caring Award. 
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Memorial Day Parade

1966-A South Amboy Boy Scout troop is pictured marching down North Broadway in South 
Amboy during the Memorial Day Parade.  In photo (l-r) ?, ?, Brian Dowling, Stewart Timm, 
?. (Photo/info by Anna Harris-Friberg) 

Benefit For 5-Year Old Sayreville Girl
(Article submitted)

Amy’s Angels will be holding a benefit 
for 5-year old Amy Elizabeth, who lives in 
Sayreville.  She has been diagnosed with 
a wide variety of very serious and rare 
medical conditions.  Amy still manages to 
keep a smile on her face and be a normal 
5-year old.  She is currently treated at The 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia for her 
ailments and is seen an average of twice a 
week.  She has a GJ Feeding Tube implanted 
in her stomach, and is on continuous feed for 
22 hours a day.  She suffers from Atypical 
Cystic Fibrosis, Ehlars Danlos Syndrome, 
Asthma, Gastroparesis (paralyzed stomach), 
Ketonic Hypoglycemia, Congenital dislo-

cation of the hip (requires major surgery), 
periodic limb movement disorder, Compli-
cated Migrane Syndrome, GERD, Bacterial 
Overgrowth Syndrome, Vasovagal Syncope, 
Chronic Nausea and Vomiting and Chronic 
Ear Infections.

Please come out for the benefit of this 
beautiful little girl on Saturday, June 2nd, 7 
p.m. at Buddies Tavern, 277 Johnsons Lane, 
Sayreville, phone number 732-721-1952.  
Admission is $10, and there will be a 50/50 
raffle, prizes, and featured bands Rachel & 
The Lost Boys, and also Juniper.  Donations 
for this very important cause can also be 
made at www.helpforamy.webs.com.

Vacation Bible 
School

This year’s Community Vacation Bible 
School will be held at St. Bernadette Church’s 
Lourdes Center, 20 Villanova Rd., Parlin 
from July 23-27.  Arrival time is between 
8:45-9 a.m., and dismissal is at 12:30 p.m.  
It is open for all children K-7th grade.  For 
more info contact Mary Larsen at 732-721-
1514 or email: mercymary@aol.com. 

Drink to Your 
Health – Tea or 

Coffee?
Almost every day, tea and coffee make 

news headlines. Black tea may be good for the 
heart, green tea may help reduce weight; cof-
fee may help prevent Parkinson’s disease. Tea 
and coffee both contain antioxidants but are 
they created equal?  Learn more about these 
much loved beverages and how to prepare 
them correctly at Sayreville Public Library 
on Sunday, June 10 from 2:00-3:30PM. To 
register, contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.
org or call 732-727-0212 ex. 25.

Free College and 
Career Test Prep 

Service  
SAT CLEP GED GMAT ACT PSAT 

TOEFL LSAT NMSQT MCAT NCLEX-
RN ASVAB, EMT, PANCE PRAXIS… 
South Amboy residents preparing to tackle 
academic or career-orientated exams will 
soon have an opportunity to try their hand 
at free full-length practice tests thanks to a 
new service provided by the Dowdell Library 
of South Amboy.

Starting June 1st, the Dowdell Library 
will offer FREE and unlimited online access 
to more than 770 career and educational 
courses and practice tests!  Improving the job 
search process, preparing for career certifi-
cation, raising college entrance test scores, 
and improving basic skills are all possible 
with just the click of a mouse.  So, visit the 
Dowdell Library, log on to a computer, and 
enjoy free, unlimited access to interactive 
skill building courses in math, reading, and 
writing as well as a broad range of practice 
tests based on official exams such as: SAT, 
GED, firefighter, police officer, paramedic, 
Allied Healthcare, U.S. Citizenship, postal 

(Continued on page 18)
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Senior Class Trip

1951-Harold G. Hoffman High School took its annual Senior Class Trip to Washington, 
DC.  Pictured (l-r) John Kovaleski, Mr. John Zdanewicz, Frank Dziekan, Charlie Koerner.  
(Photo/info courtesy of Charlie Koerner)

Marathon Bus Company’s legendary and 
beloved bus driver, “Red” Wilson is shown 
standing by his bus after a long day on his 
route.  Red’s real name was Clifford James 
Wilson, and he was also nicknamed “Cliff” 
as well as “Red,” according to his daughter, 
Lois Wilson Nicora, who supplied us with this 
one-of-a-kind photo of her dad.  She also 
mentioned that Red passed away 40 years 
ago in May 1972 at the age of 62.

Remembering Red
By Elaine Holton Scott

To all of us who had grown up in South 
Amboy decades ago, Red the Bus Driver 
will forever be cemented in our memories.  
It was Red, who year after year, and in all 
kinds of weather, had driven us across the 
Raritan River to Perth Amboy, the “hot spot” 
of the time.  Yes, Red had usually been late, 
but he had gotten us there and back on the 
rickety Marathon Bus in one piece, just the 
same.  Amazingly, there is absolutely no 
way we can remember our youth without 
having Red at the wheel.  Now, that is one 
heck of a tribute!

Library Record 
Collection

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will continue its program of record 
donations. The records must be either 45’s or 
331/3. We do not accept 78’s. Please contact 
Teri at 732-727-7639 for further information 
or if you have large record donations.
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South Amboy High School Class Of 1932

80 Years Ago-The South Amboy High School Class of 1932 posed for this beautiful, vintage photo while on its class trip to Mt. Vernon, NY.  Pictured standing (l-r) Mr. Hanson, guide, 
G. Uhler, J. Beshada, W. Colucci, Donald Masterson, A. Longstreet, Jean Spice, A. Steuber, H. Hoffman, F. Reed, Carlton Dufford, Reinhold Dexheimer, S. Check, Tunis Johnson, 
James Dawson, principal.  Seated (l-r) Elnora Wright, teacher/chaperone, Cecil Letts, B. Brower, Rita Kane, L. Reiner, R. Rehfuss, Mildred Davis, V. Hoagland, Ruth Natusch, Ruth 
Kamps, Milton Newmark, E. Jacques, G. Merrill, Sara Besofsky.  (Photo/names courtesy of Claire D. Kuhn)

On April 29th, Sacred Heart Church 
held a special “Celebrating Dedicated 
Hearts” Alumni Dinner to honor alumni 
of Sacred Heart School.  A 12:00 noon 
Mass kicked off the festive day, and pic-
tured following the Mass is Father Joseph 
Romanoski, Pastor (l), and Gertrude Janas 
Spezzi, representing the Janas family, who 
was honored, along with Dr. Edward Mer-
ski, and also Valerie Romer.  (Photo/info 
courtesy of Ann Marie Tauber)  

Car Blessing
The South Amboy Knights of Columbus 

Council #426 will sponsor the annual bless-
ing of cars on Tuesday, May 29, from 6:30-7 
p.m. in the school parking lot on Second St.  
Rain date is Wednesday, May 30.  For more 
info call Steve at 732-727-1707.

Creative Writing 
Group

Gather once a month to meet with other 
writers to bounce ideas off of one another 
or clear that infamous writer’s block! Spe-
cial guest professional writers will join the 
group from time to time to give advice and 
talk about their experiences as writers.  This 
group meets on the third Thursday of each 
month at the Sayreville Public Library. The 
June meeting will be on Thursday, June 21 
from 2:00 to 4:00PM

SCIORTINO’S SUPPORTS SOUTH 
AMBOY YMCA AT PROCEEDS DAY 

FUNDRAISER
(Article submitted)

Sciortino’s Harbor Lights gives back by 
supporting the Y’s “Send a Kid to Camp” 
Program which provides scholarship as-
sistance to local children for Summer Day 
Camp 

 Sciortino’s Harbor Lights and the 
South Amboy Branch YMCA are excited 
to announce “Proceeds Day” benefitting 
the Y’s “Send a Kid to Camp” Program.  
Proceeds Day will be held at Sciortino’s on 
Thursday, May 31st from 11:30am – 11:30pm.  
Sciortino’s has generously offered to donate 
15% of all bills, dine-in only, to the Y’s camp 
scholarship program when a Proceeds Day 
flyer is presented.  The restaurant is located 
at 132 South Broadway in South Amboy.

As a special treat, entertainment will be 
provided by talented strolling magician Will 
Fern from 6-8pm.  He has been performing 
magic for over 20 years and is most locally 
known for his strolling magic at restaurants 
like the Stagehouse and the Frog & the 
Peach.  In 2011, Will Fern was named the 
International Champion of Strolling Magic.  
The Y is lucky to have him perform at 
Sciortino’s in support of the “Send a Kid to 
Camp” Program.

Sciortino’s Harbor Lights is a fourth 
generation family-run restaurant, and one 
of the oldest pizzerias in the country.  Their 
brick oven pizzas and family style pasta are 
well known in the community, dating back 
to their restaurant in Perth Amboy.  Owners 
Lou Seminski, Sr., and his son Lou Seminski, 
Jr., have established a sense of community 
pride at Sciortino’s where all are invited to 
enjoy great company and great food.  They 
are also recognized for their philanthropy 
to many local causes.  “The YMCA has a 
long history of supporting families in the 

communities they serve, so it was natural 
for us to join this initiative through Proceeds 
Day,” said Lou Seminski, Jr.

Summer Day Camp is about making 
friends, realizing potential, exploring cre-
ativity, and so much more.  The YMCA of 
Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge & South 
Amboy awarded over $50,000 in scholar-
ships in 2011 through the “Send a Kid to 
Camp” Program.  The Program provides 
deserving children with the opportunity to 
experience the life-changing power of sum-
mer camp.  Last year, over $8,000 of the 
money raised supported the children of South 
Amboy & Sayreville.  With your support at 
Sciortino’s Proceeds Day, we hope to give 
more young children the chance to have the 
summer of their dreams at Camp S.A.Y.

More information about South Amboy 
Y’s “Send a Kid to Camp” Campaign can be 
found by visiting www.ymcaofmewsa.org.  
Please call the Y at 732-553-9622 for more 
details about the Proceeds Night Fundraiser.  
Flyers are available at the South Amboy Y’s 
Welcome Desk.

The Y is one of the nation’s leading 
nonprofits strengthening communities 
through youth development, healthy living 
and social responsibility. Across the U.S., 
2,700 Ys engage 21 million men, women 
and children – regardless of age, income or 
background – to nurture the potential of chil-
dren and teens, improve the nation’s health 
and well-being, and provide opportunities to 
give back and support neighbors. Anchored 
in more than 10,000 communities, the Y has 
the long-standing relationships and physical 
presence not just to promise, but to deliver, 
lasting personal and social change.
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St. Stan’s Carnival June 20-23
St. Stan’s Carnival will be held Wed., 

June 20 through Sat. June 23, 2012, at the 
Parish Carnival Grounds located on Main St. 
and MacArthur Ave., Sayreville, telephone 
732-254-0212.

Carnival hours on Wed. June 20 and 
Thurs. June 21 are 6-10 p.m.  On Friday, 
June 22 the Food Tent opens at 5 p.m. and 
the carnival is from 6-11 p.m.  On Sat. June 
23, the carnival runs from 5-11 p.m.

There will be at least 14 rides for kid-
dies through adults, and a pre-sale for ride 
tickets and super 50/50 raffle tickets will be 
sold prior to the carnival at the following 
locations:

Fri. June 15- 4-7 p.m. –Sayreville 
Seafood & Deli, 400 Washington Rd., 
Sayreville; Sat. June 16- 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sayreville Seafood & Deli; Sun. June 17- 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m.-Sayreville Seafood & Deli; 
Prior to Bingo at St. Stan’s Auditorium on 
Tuesdays June 5, 12, 19 from 6-7:30 p.m.; 
Prior to Bingo at St. Stan’s Auditorium on 
Sundays June 3, 10, 17 from 12-1:30 p.m.; 
Camillo’s Restaurant, 31 MacArthur Ave., 
Sayreville (During normal business hours) 

Tel: 732-390-4444; Parish Office-Mon.-Fri. 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Tues. evenings 6-9 p.m.

The Carnival will once again be a great 
time for men, women and children of all ages.  
There will be games of chance with fabulous 
prizes for all ages; the Las Vegas “Money” 
Wheel for adults; Nightly and Super 50/50 
drawings; the Fabulous Food Tent featuring 
a wide variety of ethnic and American home-
made foods; the mouth-watering Seafood 
area; Spezzi’s nightly specials; Barbeque 
Ribs; Friday Night Fish Fry beginning at 5 
p.m.; scrumptious desserts for all ages; the 
Beer Garden.

Great Attractions slated for the Carnival 
will be: Wed. Night-June 20-Andrew and 
Alex the Traveling Polka DJ’s- 6-10 p.m.; 
Thurs. Night-June 21-The music of Dave 
Miller- 8-10 p.m.; Fri. Night-June 22-St. 
Stan’s School Alumni Night; Thunder 106.3 
FM-New Country Radio-6-8 p.m.; The music 
of the Shadow Road band- 8-11 p.m.; Sat. 
Night-June 23-The music of the Blue Night 
band-8-11 p.m.

  Don’t miss the 2012 St. Stan’s Carnival, 
as it should be spectacular as always!

George Spiecker (l) recently donated a plaque and baseball to honor the five Major League 
players that graduated from St. Mary’s High School in South Amboy.  George an alum of 
the school wanted to be sure that future students are aware of the accomplishments of Allie 
Clark, Jack McKeon, John and Ed O’Brien and Tom Kelly. Dr. Karen Juliano (r), principal 
of Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s HS was very pleased to accept the plaque and baseball 
that is signed by all five players.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Movie Matinee
Join us at Sayreville Public Library for 

our monthly movie matinee on the second 
Friday of each month from 2:00-4:00PM. 
Enjoy popular first run movie hits on our 
new 84” x 84” screen and fresh popcorn from 
our popcorn machine! Watch a movie and 

meet fellow movie enthusiasts!  Check out 
our June 8th feature on our website, www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or call Alaina at 732-
727-0212 ex. 25 or email her at alainad@
lmxac.org for more information. ADULTS 
ONLY

Anniversary Approaching
By Fran Fitzmorris

In less than 2 months, South Amboy will 
be remembering the 100th Anniversary of the 
first official Air Mail flight ever in the United 
States on July 4, 1912.  There will be more 
coming on that event in a future issue.  

Since colonial times, the town has 
been part of the first mailing system in this 
country’s history.  Also, South Amboy was 
part of the first domestic balloon flight flown 
by Charles Dumont in 1830, that landed on 
the beaches of Perth Amboy, but became 
part of South Amboy when the town broke 
away from Perth Amboy in 1835.  One of our 
town’s first historians, Edwin Roddy, discov-
ered that the town was also part of the first 
colonial mail system in early America.

William Dockwara emigrated to Amer-
ica in the early 1700’s, after he was credited 
with the first postal system in England.  He 
is called the “Father of the Penny Post” of 
London, which for the time revolutionized 
the sending of the mail.

As a reward, he was given property in 
the English colony of Jersey.  It is known 
that he was given land in what would become 
South Amboy.  His house was located up on 
Bergen Hill (Section of South Amboy), and 
he often watched the stagecoach connect with 

the “sloops” that dropped off passengers into 
the town.  He worked out the first postal 
plans for the English colonies in America.  
Ben Franklin, who is given more credit for 
a more complete postal service in the mid 
to late 1700’s, gave much initial credit to 
Mr. Dockwara.  Franklin noted that it was 
Dockwara that set up the first schedule which 
featured 2 trips a month between New York 
City and Boston, and New York and Phila-
delphia by way of South Amboy.

In 1910, South Amboy became a part of 
another historical flight quite by accident.  
Charles K. Hamilton, in one of the first 
biplanes of the time, flew from New York 
to Philadelphia for $10,000.  On attempting 
to return to New York City, his plane ran 
into some mechanical difficulty near South 
Amboy, and was forced to land on the “Old 
Mechanicsville Road.”  After making repairs, 
he took off, barely clearing the trees along 
the road, making his way back to the city.  
The national coverage of his flight became 
part of South Amboy’s rich history.  It would 
be 2 years to the next epic flight forever 
remembered by the people of “The Pleasant 
Little City.” 

South Amboy Historical Display At  
Dowdell Library

A South Amboy real estate tax bill for 
$4.12??  Yes it’s true!!  Travel back in time as 
you view Dowdell Library’s archival exhibit 
of South Amboy artifacts.   Read the original 
article and photo from the devastating fire 
that destroyed David and Henry Street in 
1890.  Gaze at the original issue of “The 
Messenger,” one of the first South Amboy 
High School Newsletters from February 
1927.  Also featured is a unique card table 
depicting local businesses from the 1940’s 
such as - Max Semer Hardware, O’Connors 
Confectionary, Mike’s General Food Store, 
V. J. Abbatiello Meats, Robert A. Casey Milk 
& Cream, and many others.  See the Bells 
of St. Nicholas, which was manufactured 
in South Amboy by the E. J. Nicorvo Cor-

poration.  View the original article featured 
in “Life Magazine” about the Pier Powder 
Explosion; which devastated South Amboy 
in May1950.  These and many other items 
are on display for a limited time at the Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library.  

To donate an artifact, photograph or 
document to the archival collection for future 
preservation, please contact the library at 
732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org.

The library is located near the water-
front, off O’Leary Boulevard and adjacent 
to the South Amboy High/Middle School.   
Library hours are: Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday 10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday and 
Friday 10 am – 5 pm. Closed Saturday Me-
morial Day through Labor Day.
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PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -M.M.

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -L.A.
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Christina Cibelli (South Amboy).

Forty-two students from Middlesex County College geology and oceanography classes 
taught by Professor Claire Condie volunteered to clean the Laurence Harbor Waterfront 
Park in April. The program was organized by Clean Ocean Action, a nonprofit dedicated 
to improving the quality of marine waters off the New Jersey and New York coasts. 
From left: Ashley Pereira (Sayreville) and Nicolette Waksmundzki (Monroe).

Former Major League baseball stars, the O’Brien twins, John and Ed enjoyed their return 
visit to their old hometown with their wives recently.   They were back in the area as 
guest speakers at the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s HS Athletic Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony/Dinner. The O’Brien family is pictured (l-r) John, Jean, Terry, and Ed.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

O’Brien Twins Recall Their Big League 
Days Exclusive Interview

By Tom Burkard

John and Ed O’Brien were in town 
recently with their wives, Jean and Terry, 
to attend the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony/Dinner on 
May 4th.  The twins were invited to participate 
as guest speakers, and trekked all the way 
from their homes in the Seattle, Washington 
area to help their alma mater.  I had the op-
portunity to interview them, and find some 
interesting facts about their Major League 
Baseball careers and more.

Recalling their first big league at bats, 
John said he faced Dodgers great, Carl Er-
skine and “He struck me out.”  Ed also had 
a tough pitcher to face, Robin Roberts of 
the Phillies, who went on to a Hall of Fame 
career.  “He walked me,” said Ed.  John men-
tioned that his first home run came off Reds 
lefty, Harry Brickhouse, “With a couple of 
men on, and when I got back to the dugout, 
no one said a word to me.”

According to Ed, “From 1953-58, we 
played against 32 guys who made it to the 
Hall of Fame.”  The brothers were also team-

mates with several players who went on to 
the hallowed Hall at Cooperstown.  John and 
Ed were with the Pittsburgh Pirates when 
Roberto Clemente came to the bigs in ’55, 
and as rookies were teammates of Ralph 
Kiner in 1953.

“When Clemente first came up, he 
always had something wrong with him,” ac-
cording to John.  Ed chimed in, saying, “He 
couldn’t walk and would swing at anything.  
He always wanted to excel, and if he wasn’t 
doing something at the plate, he was doing it 
in the field.  If nothing was happening, he’d 
try to create it.  He’d pick a ball up and throw 
a perfect bullet from right field to third base 
with nobody on.  He was all on himself, a 
great talent.  I saw him for the last time in 
San Francisco, after I retired from playing, 
and I asked him how he was doing, and he 
said his back was hurting, and he might not 
be able to play that night.  Well, he played, 
and had a homer, 2 doubles, and a single.”

John also played for the Milwaukee 
(Continued on page 16)

Basketball Camp
The Future Stars Basketball Camp will 

be held from July 23-July 27, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., and July 30-Aug., from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.  (On Fridays camp will run from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m.).  Cost is $130 for 1-week, or 
$220 for both weeks.  Make checks payable 
to: Future Stars Basketball Camp, c/o John 
Wojcik, Sayreville War Memorial HS, 820 
Washington Rd., Parlin, NJ 08859.  Camp 
Director John Wojcik is a former Sayreville 
Bomber star player who graduated in 2003, 
and college basketball player who led his 
team to 2 conference titles, and 2 NCAA 
tourney appearances.  He will be assisted by 
assistant coaches, college basketball players, 
and former high school players.  For complete 
information, call 732-213-0677 or  e-mail: 
coachwojbombers@gmail.com.



       May 26, 2012   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

#1 Country Hits On 
May 26

2001-Ain’t Nothing ‘Bout You-Brooks & 
Dunn
1997-One Night At A Time-George Strait
1983-Common Man-John Conlee
1976-After All The Good Is Gone-Conway 
Twitty
1960-Please Help Me, I’m Falling-Hank 
Locklin

#1 Pop Hits On May 
26

2006-SOS-Rihanna
1992-Jump-Kris Kross
1988-Anything For You-Gloria Estefan
1973-Frankenstein-The Edgar Winter 
Group
1967-Groovin’-The Young Rascals

You Tube-In 
The Beach Boys

By Tom Burkard
For all you Beach Boys fans out there, 

check out the following rare sounds on You-
tube.com: Island Girl-great video featuring 
Kathy Ireland as “Island Girl;” Sumahama; 
It’s A Beautiful Day-Rare and unreleased; 
Here She Comes-recorded live in ’72, but 
not one of their best works; Ding Dang-
AKA Hard Times was recorded  in ’71; 
I’m Goin’ Your Way-an outtake from the 
’70 Sunflower album; Speed Turtle-done 
by Brian Wilson; Chasin’ The Sky-rare 
but not their best; East Meets West; Lady 
Liberty-Al Jardine celebrates the Statue 
of Liberty with a nice Beach Boy surf 
sound; Lady Lynda-Another Jardine song 
about Lynda “Wonder Woman” Carter that 
was released in ’79; The Spirit of Rock 
‘N’ Roll-Brian Wilson; The Beach Boys 
and The Everly Brothers Live Medley of 
Don’t Worry Baby/Wake Up Little Susie” 
is performed live at Waikiki Beach. 

O’Brien Twins Recall Their Big League 
Days Exclusive Interview

(Continued from page 15)
Braves and St. Louis Cardinals, where he 
was the teammate of some well-known, 
future Hall of Famers.  Henry Aaron, Eddie 
Mathews, Warren Spahn, and Red Schoendi-
enst were with the Braves along with John, 
who also got to play alongside Stan Musial 
of the Cards.

Ed recalled playing an exhibition game 
against the Yankees at the old Forbes Field 
in Pittsburgh, and “Mickey hit one over 3 
decks in right field, out of the park.  Dick 
Hall was pitching for us.”  John recalled 
picking Mantle and Jimmy Piersall up at the 
airport and taking them to the Kingdome at 
Seattle for a promotional event.

The O’Briens met Yogi Berra for the 
first time at Forbes Field when they played 
the Yankees in a benefit game for the Jimmy 
Fund.  John said that, “Yogi asked me where 
are the O’Briens, and I said I’m one of them, 
I’m Johnny.  He said, ‘You and your brother 
are gonna teach my kids to play basketball.  
That was Yogi.  He was a fun guy, and very 
smart.”

Ed said that the Dodgers were always a 
tough team, and “We faced Koufax, Reese, 
Robinson, Snider and Campanella.  (All 5 
are in the Hall of Fame) Jackie Robinson 
was at the end of his career when we faced 
him, but always a great competitor.” 

The twins never pitched in high school 
or anywhere for that matter, but John pitched 
in 25 games, and Ed hurled in 5 games during 
their time up in the big show.  The first batter 
Ed faced was Hall of Fame legend, Stan “The 
Man” Musial, who “flied out to center field.”   
John said, “I faced him a couple times and I 
don’t think I ever got him out. When I was 
a pitcher, I helped a few players get in the 
Hall of Fame,” he joked.  John also said that, 
“I gave Willie Mays the 187th home run of 
his career, and Henry Aaron his 87th career 
homer.  I tried to blow a fastball by both of 
them, and it didn’t work.” According to Ed, 
“I never pitched at all.  They kept moving 
me around center field to shortstop, and 

back to center field, utility, and then made a 
pitcher out of me. I was almost at a different 
position every year.”

John said, “In those days, you did any-
thing the manager wanted you to.  There 
were only 8 teams in each league then, and 
57 minor leagues, 3 of them were Triple-A, 
so you always knew there were better play-
ers than you trying to get there.  If you were 
hurt, you wouldn’t admit it.  The players 
did everything to please the manager. Some 
teams today look like the manager is trying 
to please the players.”  Ed commented that, 
“In our trainer’s room in Pittsburgh, we had a 
rubbing table, Jacuzzi, and a medicine cabi-
net—that was it.  Two years ago there were 
167 players on the Disabled List (DL).”

When I asked them how they would like 
to be remembered someday, John said, “As 
a person that was nice to people and did his 
best at anything he ventured into.”  Ed echoed 
his brother’s comment, saying, “As a person 
that tried to be nice to people and respectful, 
and when you’re doing something, do it the 
best that you can.”

As a an added bonus, I asked John’s wife, 
Jean, and Ed’s wife Terry, what it’s like for 
them to be married to former baseball stars.  
Jean said that, “It’s mainly all ups and very 
few downs.  The downs could be hearing 
the same stories 100 times.  Every once in 
a while I hear new ones.  We have 7 kids, 11 
grandkids—9 are boys, and they’re growing 
up playing sports, and they all try to get their 
grandfather’s number 4 on their jerseys.”  
John and Jean have been married for 57 
years.  She is originally from Seattle.

Terry said that, “It’s very fun to hear the 
stories and see the enthusiasm, and watching 
other people listening to their stories is really 
great.   Ed and Terry have been married for 22 
years, and “We met when my daughter and 
his daughter set us up on a blind date.” 

*A special thank you goes out to John, 
Ed, Jean and Terry, who are always a pleasure 
to interview and spend time with!  

16

Music Trivia
Cars, Vans, Motorcycles, Buses

1.__Mustang Sally a.Bruce Springsteen
2.__Little GTO b.The Beach Boys
3.__Pink Cadillac c.Sammy John
4.__Little Red Corvette d.Ronnie & The Daytonas
5.__Chevy Van e.Wilson Pickett
6.__Car Wash f. The Hollies
7.__Little Deuce Coupe g.Rose Royce
8.__Little Cobra h.The Hondells
9.__Little Honda i.Prince
10._Bus Stop j.The Sting Rays

Answers
1e 2d 3a 4i 5c 6g 7b 8j 9h 10f.

Legendary singer/actor Willie Nelson & Family played to a packed house at Count Basie 
Theatre in Red Bank on May 12th.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Willie Nelson Performs At Count Basie
By Steve Schmid

Legendary country music star Wil-
lie Nelson & Family visited the Count 
Basie Theatre in Red Bank May 12th, and 
gave a stirring concert featuring many 
of the songs he has written and sang 
over the years.  He received a standing 
ovation from the capacity crowd, when 
he approached the stage dressed in black 
clothing and a black cowboy hat.  He later 
exchanged the hat for a red bandana.  It 
was hard to believe he celebrated his 79th 
birthday on April 30.  

Among the songs he performed dur-
ing the non-stop 90 minute concert were 
“Help Me Make It Through The Night,” 
“You Were Always On My Mind,” “Good 
Hearted Woman,” “On The Road Again,” 
“Blue Eyes Crying In The Rain,” “Mamas 
Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up To Be 
Cowboys,” “Georgia On My Mind,” “To 
All The Girls I’ve Loved Before,” “City of 
New Orleans,” Whiskey River,” “Will The 
Circle Be Unbroken,” and “Crazy.”  He 
also did popular Hank Williams classics 

“On The Bayou,” “Hey Good Lookin,” and 
other well-known numbers such as “Move 
It On Over,” “I Saw The Light,” and many 
more.

When Willie was done singing, he stayed 
for quite awhile, standing on the edge of the 
stage, shaking hands, signing autographs, 
and posing for photos with his adoring fans.  
It was a very pleasant way to spend an early 
May evening.

DJ’s Give Their Time
By Tom Burkard

All-American Entertainment, featuring 
MC Johnny  D and DJ Ed, have been gra-
ciously providing their DJ services during 
the monthly Open Mic Night at the South 

Amboy Knights of Columbus Council 
#426.  They definitely put on a good show, 
and their work is appreciated by all who 
attend.  Great job, guys!

One Hit Wonders-
35 Years Ago

1977-Don’t Give Up On Us-David Soul; 
Gonna Fly Now (Theme From “Rocky”)-Bill 
Conti; Undercover Angel-Alan O’Day; An-
gel In Your Arms-Hot; Telephone Man-Meri 
Wilson; Black Betty-Ram Jet; You Light Up 
My Life-Debby Boone; The King Is Gone-
Ronnie McDowell; Heaven On The Seventh 
Floor-Paul Nicholas; You Can’t Turn Me 
Off-High Inergy.

Music
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School Sports
(As of May 16th)

By Tom Burkard

Sayreville Bombers Ranked #1 In County
Coach Mike Novak’s Sayreville Bomb-

ers team is one of the greatest in the school’s 
rich baseball history.  The club features 
probably the best number 1 and 2 pitchers 
in the county in Christian Campbell, who 
is 6-0, with a miniscule 0.61 ERA, and 58 
strikeouts, while holding opponents hitters to 
a .166 avg.  Scott Griffin is 5-0 with a superb 
0.91 ERA, while Jim Kraivec sports a 4-1 
mark.  In addition to leading the pitching 
staff in wins, ERA, and strikeouts, Campbell 
is awesome at the plate, and is #1 in batting 
avg. with a .494, runs scored-34, hits-38, 
home runs 4.  Vinnie Gambardella leads the 
Bombers with 25 RBI and 8 doubles.  Matt 
Rivera has 2 triples to top the team.  

The offense has also been one of the 

most explosive in the state, and a check on 
the batting averages show some top-notch 
hitters: Christian Campbell .494, Matt 
Rivera .455, Anthony Ungano .391, Mike 
Carey .387, Matt Bouthillette .379, Vinnie 
Gambardella .369, freshman Chris Eveigan 
.316, Andrew Rifkin .309.

The Blue & Gray defense is also solid as 
a rock, and these talented performers rarely 
miss anything hit to them.  As of this writing 
(May 13th) Sayreville has been seeded #1 in 
the GMCT, and with an amazing 19-1 record, 
has a shot at breaking the school record for 
most victories in a season, held by the 1974 
team that turned in a 24-8-1 mark, and won 
the CJ Group IV Sectional crown, and also 
the county championship.   

Hartsfield Wins 
Gold

At the GMC Girls Track Champion-
ships, Amari Hartsfield breezed to first place 
and a gold medal in the 100-yard dash, in 
12.10.  Brandie Tartza copped a 2nd place 
finish in the long jump with a 16-0.75.  The 
Bomber girls finished 7th overall.

Eze Wins 4 Gold Medals
Emeka Eze, possibly the greatest boys 

track performer in history, captured an un-
believable 4 gold medals in the GMC Boys 
Track Championships recently.  Eze set a 
meet and county mark in the long jump 
by leaping 24-0, to shatter the old mark 
of 23-10, to win the title.  He also racked 
up championships in the 100-yard dash in 
10.82; 200-yard dash-21.95; triple jump 
with a 46-7.5.  His stunning showcase is 
believed to be possibly the greatest in the 
meet’s 26-year history.

Freshman Miles Hartsfield won a gold 
in the high jump leaping 6-2, and was 3rd in 
the triple jump with a state freshman record 
of 44-9.5.  

Senior standout athlete, Alex Yanuzzelli 
brought home a gold medal in the javelin 
by tossing it 169-5.  The Bombers finished 
2nd place with 6 gold medals and 66 points, 
following champion South Brunswick, who 
tallied 80 points.  Coach Larry Wallace’s 
Sayreville team had its best-ever showing 
at the GMC.

South Amboy Lady Guvs’ star pitcher/hitter, 
Devon Carney gets ready to fire a fastball to 
a Cardinal McCarrick batter during the City 
Series finale.  (Photo By Tom Burkard) 

Lady Eagles Sweep SA
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s swept 

the City Series over South Amboy, 3-1 in 
the first game, and 6-3 in the final contest 
in softball.  In the first matchup, winning 
pitcher Jackie Riley struck out 6, and belted 
a single and double.  Amanda blasted an RBI 
triple, while Brittany Clayton and Melissa 
Adams stroked RBI singles.  Devon Carney 
drilled 2 hits and knocked in a run for the 
Purple & Gold.

In the finale, Riley, a talented freshman, 
was once again the winning pitcher, with 
8 strikeouts, and she also ripped a single 
and triple.   Clayton and Dallisa Ruiz laced 
2 hits each, while Amanda Bowsky drove 
in 2 runs.

College Chatter
Freshman second baseman Jennifer 

Shereyka, a 2011 Cardinal McCarrick gradu-
ate had a fine season for Queens College in 
New York.  The club finished 20-18, and 
Jen was one of three players to play in all 
38 games.  She batted .258, with 11 walks, 
and only 8 strikeouts.  She led the team with 
120 at bats, and 2 triples, while finishing 
#2 in hits with 31.  Shereyka had 8 RBI, 3 
stolen bases, an on-base-percentage of .318, 
and slugging percentage of .333.  For her 
solid first season of collegiate ball, Jen was 
selected to the ECC Softball Conference 2nd 
Team.  Congratulations!... Mike McCarthy, 
son of former Hoffman HS baseball leg-
end, Joe “Moose” McCarthy, is having an 
excellent senior year while catching for the 
University of Texas Pan American.  Mike is 
batting .283, with 32 hits, 6 doubles, 1 homer, 
14 RBI, with a .410 OBP., and .363 slugging 
pct.  The talented 6-1 athlete has helped lead 
his team to a super 26-15 mark.  Way to go, 
Mike!   Sayreville’s Jake Campbell helped 
Montclair State baseball team to a 27-13 
mark.  He pitched in relief in 14 games, 
with a 2-1 record,  2 saves and struck out 16 
in 29 innings.  His ERA was 4.30….Kean 
University softball players from Sayreville 
Julie Braun and Colleen Leschinski contrib-
uted to the team’s 24-19 finish.  Braun saw 
limited action and batted .176 with 3 hits 
in 10 games, while Leschinski went 2-for-6 
for a .333 avg. in 7 games.  Former Cardinal 
McCarrick hurler Joe Lunger was 3-5 with 
20 K’s in 56 innings, and an ERA of 4.33 
for Middlesex County College.  Sayreville’s 
Blake Cuomo played in 42 games, got 40 
hits, 4 doubles, 19 RBI, and batted a fine .299 
for MCC…  South Amboy’s Joe Smith had 
a red-hot second half of the season for the 
Colts, and finished with 10 hits, 3 doubles, 
a triple, 12 RBI, while hitting .238. 

Pro Baseball 
Report

Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey is currently 
pitching for the New York Mets Bingham-
ton B-Mets Double AA farm club.  In 11 
games, he has pitched 16.2 innings, struck 
out 13, walked 11, and has a 4.32 ERA.  He 
has been used exclusively this year out of 
the bullpen.

Rappleya Stars For 
Falcons

Sean Rappleyea, of Sayreville has 
been a standout on the pitcher’s mound this 
season for St. Joseph’s of Metuchen.  The 
talented hurler is 1-0, with a miniscule 0.70 
ERA.  Sean also excelled in ice hockey, 
and was selected for the All-Area 1st Team 
this year.

Baseball
Sayreville (19-1) The top club in the 

county and #13 in all of NJ, features an 
outstanding group of young ballplayers.  
Everyone on the roster has contributed for 
Coach Mike Novak’s talented Bombers.

*See our feature story on the Sayreville 
powerhouse “Sayreville Bombers Ranked 
#1 In County” below.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (4-11) 
Tim Wiamer, Steve Scott and Kyle Chaney 
have hit well recently.  A season-ending  
injury to pitching ace Kevin Pacansky, has 
been a big blow to Coach Frank Notaro’s 
Eagles.

South Amboy (3-16) The Kales brothers 
have done a fine job this season for Coach 
Dan Poulsen’s Guvs.  Nick is batting a nifty 
.435 and leads the squad with 14 runs, 20 hits, 
and is 10-10 in stolen bases.  His younger 
brother Tim, a freshman, has 2 victories on 
the hill for SA.  Alex Olivares is hitting a 
scorching .500 in 10 games, while Charles 
Pannell .370, and James Ramos is at .333.  
Matt Lavan’s 13 RBI’s lead the pack.

Softball
South Amboy (13-7) Coach Kim Pe-

terson-Gundrum has a very solid club this 
year, anchored by the outstanding hitting and 
pitching of Devon Carney.  Carissa Policas-
tro, Alexis Wojtowicz, Sabrina Myers, Jillian 
Buckalew, and Andie Garcia have all been 
belting the ball recently. 

Sayreville (10-8) Krystal Pearson and 
Kristen Fitzsimmons have provided lots of 
offense and good pitching for the Bombers.  
Also slugging the ball for Coach Christa 
DeLucia’s club is Megan Quinlan, Paige 
Gallagher, Kristina Lisa, and Erin Stavin.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (9-7) 
Freshman ace pitcher Jackie Riley has been 
awesome, both on the pitcher’s mound and at 
the plate to lead the Blue & Gold.  Brittany 
Clayton, Amanda Bowsky, Candace Turner, 
Shayna O’Connor, and Dallisa Ruiz all add 
some fine offense to the mix.

Boys Tennis
Sayreville (9-4) Coach Mike Provenza’s 

club is led in singles by Andrew Musyoka, 
Anuj Tevar, Shivam Patel, and the doubles 
teams of Aman Upadhyay-Ron Shah; Ryan 
Zucker-Darren Ha.

South Amboy (3-8) In singles play, 
Mateusz Radon, Luke Gremza, and Chris 
Stajek pace the team, and in doubles ac-
tion, the duos of Julian Grochowski-Josh 
Ramirez; Elton Cheng-Segon Adeagbo are 
always competitive.

Boys Track
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (3-4) 

The Eagles have had a respectable season.  
Jamal Pryce, Juan Napoles, Blaise Hody, An-
thony Schiavone, Sal Pusillo, Mark Farrell, 
William Szilagyi, Sean McRae, Jeff Jauig, 
Jerrod Johnson,  have all contributed to the 
Blue & Gold attack.

Sayreville (2-5) The record is deceiving, 
as the Bombers have many super track stars 
including Emeka Eze, Alex Yanuzzelli, frosh 
Miles Hartsfield, Dan Saxton, Teju Ishola, 
Damon Lee, Delon Stephenson, Joe Fischer, 
Dan Torres, Ryan Moran, Colin Winslow, 
Matthew Wyman.

Girls Track
Sayreville (6-2) This talented club was 

paced by Amari Hartsfield, Brandie Tartza, 
Amber Edwards, Bridget Giovenco, Kelly 
Fitzgibbons, Janice Frontera, Danajah Flem-
ing, Rhiannon Smith, Rachel Castellito, Katy 
Mosser, Jacqueline Cena, Deidre Vera.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (0-5) 
Kelly Gorman and Alexandra Rivera led the 
way, and got plenty of help from Rodriguez 
and Albrecht.

Boys Golf
Sayreville (3-13) David Savilli, Dan 

DeLucia, Nick Danielsen, Ryan Kanaly, and 
Dijon Crawley have turned in fine perfor-
mances this year.

Girls Golf
Sayreville (2-0) The Bombers top 4 

golfers in order appear to be: Jackie Nunes, 
Sam Evans, Holly Tomaszewski, and Jane 
Pruszkowski.

The South Amboy Mayor’s Trophy game between South Amboy and Cardinal McCarrick 
was recently held at Waterfront Park.  Pictured prior to the contest are (l-r) Charles Pannell, 
James Ramos, Guvs Coach Dan Poulsen, Mayor Fred Henry, Kevin Pacansky, Eagles 
Coach Frank Notaro, Matt Lester.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry throws out 
the first pitch at the Mayor’s Trophy game.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)   

Guvs Rip Eagles
South Amboy erupted for 9 runs in the 

second inning, and went on to a 12-1, 5 in-
ning rout over Cardinal McCarrick in the 
final game of the 2012 City Series.  Kevin 
Zulin notched his first varsity victory, hurling 
3 hitless innings and striking out 5.  Nick 
Kales led the offensive attack with 3 hits and 
2 RBI.  Keith Warzecha drilled 3 hits and 
had an RBI, while Charles Pannell pounded 
a 2-run double for Coach Dan Pouslen’s 
Purple & Gold. 

Panthers Leave 
Pop Warner

The Morgan-Parlin Panthers Pop War-
ner football team is leaving Pop Warner 
this season, and joining a new organiza-
tion, the American Youth Football/Cheer 
(AYF/AYC).  The Morgan Panthers were 
founded in the early 1960’s, and many years 
later changed their name to Morgan-Parlin 
Panthers.

The Sayreville Leprechauns still rep-
resent the Borough in Pop Warner football, 
and have been members of the league for 51 
years.  Best of luck Panthers and Leprechauns 
during the 2012 football campaign! 
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

1975 or 1976-This talented softball team was combined with star players from the Bay City 
Liquors and Bottle Stop teams that competed in the South Amboy Men’s Senior Slow Pitch 
Softball League.   Pictured after winning the championship in the Perth Amboy Mayor & 
Council Slow Pitch Softball Tournament are (l-r) Tom Downs IV, Ken Wahler, Ed Conroy, Chet 
Meinzer, Ed O’Leary, Larry Kurzawa, Ron Croddick, Bernie Mackiel, Jerry Prusakowski, Joe 
Crowe, Ray Downs, Bill Connors, Nick Charmello.  (Photo/info courtesy of Ed Conroy)  

Glory Days 
In Local 
Sports

1951-St. Mary’s baseball 
team routed Rutgers Prep 
18-2, on a beautiful 2-hit-
ter by winning pitcher Jim 
Reilly.   1969-The Hoffman 
Guvs opened their baseball 
season with a 2-1, 8-inning 
victory over Keyport.  Larry Kurzawa 
smacked a single and dond Tim Brand also 
added RBI singles.  1983-Hoffman topped 
Piscataway Tech, 3-1 behind winning pitcher 
Billy Bright.
 1997-Sayreville girls track team ripped 
Edison 83-38.  The winners were: 1600, 
and 3200-Erica Feltz, 200-Brianne Vazquez, 
400-Lisa DeBiase, 800-Jen Sacher, 110 
high hurdles-Liz Vassallo, 400 IH-Winnie 
Huang.  
2002-Cardinal McCarrick mauled McCor-
ristin, 11-1 behind winning pitcher Nicole 
Cicerale.  Lindsay Tone blasted 3 hits includ-
ing  2 home runs, and had 6 RBI.

T.H.E. 
Game

Sport-Baseball
Year-1971
Teams-Henry Hudson (15-6) vs. Hoffman 
(12-4-1) for the CJ Group I State Champi-
onship in a game played as Sayreville War 
Memorial HS Field.
Recap-Ron Croddick’s long triple to left 
center drove in 2 runs in the first inning, 
and Alfie Clark singled him in to give the 
Guvs a commanding 3-0 lead.  Joe Vigilante 
ripped a 2-run single in the third to make it 
5-0, and Hoffman was on its way to an 8-0 
championship victory over the Admirals.  
Ace hurler pitched one of the greatest games 
of his career by firing a 4-hit shutout, while 
striking out 5.  Jimmy Croddick drilled 3 hits 
for the winners.  According to daily news-
papers the next day, “It was sweet revenge 
for Hoffman, who was defeated by Henry 
Hudson in the state basketball tourney 2 
months before.”
Players-of-the-Game-Lange, Ron Croddick, 
Clark, Vigilante, Jimmy Croddick.

1935-NJ Governor Harold G. Hoffman, who 
resided in South Amboy  (l) is pictured with 
Boston Braves star shortstop, Billy Urbanski, 
who lived in Perth Amboy.   Urbanski played 
for the Braves from 1931-1937, and his best 
year was in ’34, when he had 177 hits, 104 
runs, 30 doubles, 6 triples, 53 RBI, and a .293 
batting avg., while leading all National League 
shortstops with a .961 fielding avg.  He batted 
.260 for his career.   According to Frank Hunt, 
“Both Billy Urbanski and Governor Hoffman 
were on the top of their game when this photo 
was taken. P.S. Urbanski operated a popular 
bar in Perth Amboy at one time.” (Photo/info 
courtesy of Frank Hunt)  

Diamond Dust 1970
South Amboy Babe Ruth League
Mechanicsville 12 Sacred Heart 0-Winning 
pitcher Leroy Kurtz fired a fantastic 1-hitter 
and struck out 11.
Raritan River Railroad 10 Independence 
4-Steve Makwinski fanned 14 to gain the 
victory.
South Amboy Little Fellas League
Enterprise 9 Lions 5-Mike Kelly notched 
the win, and stroked 2 hits.
Modern Transportation 2 First Aid 1-Win-
ning pitcher Tom Harland tossed a 3-hitter, 
had 11 K’s, and also drilled a single and 
double.
***In the SA Little Fellas All-Star game, 
Joe “Moose” McCarthy blasted a walk-off 
grand slam homer in the 9th inning to give 
the American League a 5-3 triumph over 
the National League.  Jerry Kotula was the 
winning pitcher, and Mike Kelly whacked 

3 hits for the NL.
Morgan AA Midget League
Harrison Realty 21 Bonieski Agency 8-
Charles De Carlo was the winning pitcher.
Morgan Pharmacy 2 Sayreville Esso 1-Tom 
Weinman fired a 1-hitter and struck out 10 
to chalk up the victory.
South Amboy Men’s Senior Slow Pitch 
Softball League
Bottle Stop 7 Miller’s Deli 6-Henry “Henny 
The DJ” Conroy was the winning pitcher, and 
teammate Charlie Bodzio ripped 3 hits.
Mike’s Corner 8 J & B Trucking 7-Bob 
Moglia was the winning pitcher.  Rich 
Klein and Tom Magielnecki provided the 
offensive pop. 

30 Years Ago…
1982-The South Amboy Little Fellas 

League featured 9 teams.  The final standings 
and team records were as follows: Modern 
Transportation 14-2 Protection 12-4 Lions 
12-4 Enterprise 10-6 PBA 8-8 English As-
sociation 6-10 Progressive 5-11 K of C 5-11 
Daylight Bakery 1-15.

25 Years Ago
1987-The Hoffman boys baseball team 

captured the CJ Group I sectional title, top-
ping Green Brook, 2-0 on a brilliant 2-hit, 
15 strikeout shutout by Dave Gumprecht, 
who walked none and improved his record 
to 9-1, as the Guvs won their 19th game 
in 20 outings.  Billy Moskal led the lo-
cal attack with a double and triple, while 
Dennis Leonard chipped in with an infield 
single and a sacrifice fly for Coach George 
Krzyzanowski’s talented club.

Did You Know?
In 1940, St. Mary’s baseball team, under 

Coach John Zdanewicz, became the first 
parochial school ever invited to play in the 
highly-prestigious Greater Newark Tourna-
ment (GNT).  From 1938-1940, the Saints 
won 3 consecutive Central & South Jersey 
Group II Prep championships.

18

From The Sports Archives

the following items: Gale Sayers auto-
graphed football; Ken Norton autographed 
boxing gloves; Concordia Golf Club four-
some; NFL Super Bowl memorabilia pack-
age; Autographed Dave Matthews & Friends 
framed photo; 1-Week stay at Pinehurst 
Golf Resort private home in North Carolina; 
Autographed items from the O’Brien Twins; 
On-air in-studio with Bruce Johnson on 
WCTC; 4-Somerset Patriots upper box tick-
ets including a meet-and-greet with manager 
Sparky Lyle, and the opportunity to throw 
out the first pitch; Autographed NJ Devils 
equipment and tickets; Custom bowling ball 
package; 4-Cirque du Soleil Zarkana tickets 
at Radio City Music Hall; Minnesota Twins 
Tom Kelly autographed jersey.

The MC for the evening was Bruce John-
son, who is the AM News/Sports Director of 
WCTC radio.  After being introduced by Ath-
letic Director Gil Pritchard, he spoke briefly 
about his background before introducing the 
guest speakers John and Ed O’Brien, better 
known locally as the O’Brien Twins.

They spoke briefly about their outstand-
ing careers at St. Mary’s HS, where they 
graduated in 1948, as well as their amazing 
journey to worldwide fame at Seattle Univer-
sity, and then on to the major leagues, where 
they were drafted as “Bonus Babies” by the 
Pittsburgh Pirates.  Following their base-
ball careers, they were, and still are highly 
successful men in the Seattle, Washington 
area.  The crowd really enjoyed their most 
interesting stories and hilarious jokes during 
their turns at the podium.  

Hall of Fame Committee member Ed 

Hall Of Fame Welcomes 9 Greats Plus 
2003 Team
(continued from page 1)

Twomey, then thanked the supporters of the 
event and auction, and gave a history of the 
induction ceremony.  

The Hall of Fame inductions then took 
place with Bruce Johnson introducing each 
honoree with a short biography of each.  The 
inductees then spoke briefly, thanking the 
school and committee for the honor.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School Sports Hall-of-Fame Class of 2012 
included: the late Frank “Red” Cleary ’31, 
Jack Seaman ’61, Rob Zaleski ’91, Joe Ma-
jkowski ’97, Kaitlyn Katko ’02, Bill Wagner 
’04, Vince Rosario ’07, Coach Joe Lewis, 
Coach Lynn Ust, and the outstanding 2003 
Boys Basketball Championship team.

The Induction Ceremony/Dinner was 
a huge success with over 230 people at-
tending, and everyone seemed to enjoy the 
great food, camaraderie, and the celebratory 
atmosphere.  It was a great time to see old 
friends,  to renew relationships from years 
ago, and relive and recall the good old days 
at Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s HS.

Congratulations to Debra Miller, Ad-
vancement/Alumni Director on a job very 
well done!  Also to all of those who helped 
in any way, make this a very “special” 
evening.

The Hall of Fame Selection Com-
mittee consists of: Ed Paczkowski ’55, 
Fran Fitzmorris ’65, Tom Burkard ’69, Al 
Gomolka Jr. ’69, Gil Pritchard ’70, Brian 
Stratton ’75, Ed O’Connor ’79, Jesse Ho-
lovacko ’96, Ed Twomey, Karen Juliano, 
Ed.D., Debra Miller. 

At the GMC Relays, May 3rd, Sayreville 
Girls placed third. Bridget Giovenco, 
Michelle Quinn and Klaudia Patryn 
combined for a total throw of 242’ 5”. The 
IMMORTAL - Coach John Tyszkiewicz 
is proud of his Bombers. (Photo/Info 
Submitted)

worker, cosmetology, and real estate 
agent and broker exams. This valuable 
service is available 24/7 from any Internet-
enabled computer—in your library and even 
from your home!

The most up-to-date test preparation and 
skill-building resources are available which 
help both students and adults prepare for a 
wide range of academic and career-oriented 
exams. In addition, job-skills tutorials are 
available to assist in creating a great resume, 
honing interviewing techniques, and improv-
ing business communications.  In addition, 
patrons also have the option of selecting from 
more than 130 e-Book titles to help learners 
of all ages prepare for success. 

This innovative platform includes self-
paced study, instant scoring, and diagnostic 
feedback and can be accessed from any 
computer that has an Internet connection.  

Free College and Career Test Prep 
Service 

(Continued from page 10) 

To find out more about how you can access 
the free online test preparation resources, 
contact the Dowdell Library at 732-721-
6060 or comments@dowdell.org or stop 
by and ask one of your librarians for more 
information!
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St . Mary’s Girls Softball – Won State 
Softball Title – 30 Years Ago Memorial 

Day Weekend
By Eileen Reilly-Green

It’s hard to believe that it’s been 30 years 
since the St. Mary’s Girls Softball Team 
won the Parochial B State Championship!  
I remember that magical season very well 
since I was lucky enough to pitch for such 
a great team.  It all started in my senior year 
in high school – 1981 to 1982 school year.  
St. Mary’s HS in Perth Amboy had closed 
and some of the students and teachers came 
to St. Mary’s in South Amboy.  One of those 
teachers was my gym teacher, Mr. George 
Micak.  Apparently he knew who I was 
since he coached a women’s softball team 
that included such great softball players as 
Hoffman’s Patty McCabe and Jamie White 
and they told him all about me.  Good things 
of course.  This is how I found out that he 
was a softball coach.  I asked him if he was 
going to coach the softball team and he 
didn’t know at first.  As the spring of 1982 
approached, he decided to coach the team.  
At this time, I was practicing basketball for 
the state tournament game against St. Peter’s 
HS in New Brunswick.  I came down on 
my right foot kind of weird and developed 
a chronic sprain.  I went to a podiatrist (Dr. 
Varonis) and he told me to stay off it for 6 
weeks.  I laughed at him and told him that 
I wanted to play real bad.  We had a good 
softball team and a good coach and I wanted 
to be part of it.  He told me that if I play, I 
must wrap my foot up in tape real tight so my 
foot couldn’t move that much to aggravate 
the sprain.  Thank God, the catcher and my 
best friend at the time, Beverly Godlesky 
was a cadet in the First Aid Squad and was 
able to wrap my foot before each game.  Mr. 
Micak worked us hard and I had to admit I 
was in the best shape of my athletic career.  
We were ready for our first game against 
Hoffman and I was the starting pitcher.  I 
have to admit, I used to get very nervous 
on our first game and of course it had to be 
against our cross-town rival.  I knew that I 
wasn’t a very good beginning of the season 
pitcher and unfortunately we lost that first 
game.  Mr. Micak, seeing this, decided to 
use me as a relief pitcher and we won the 
next ten games.  We had a great infield of 
Eleanor Wykpisz at 3B, Bridget Beshada 
at SS, Allison Carew at 2B and Mary Jean 
Sibilia at 1B.  Our outfield was great as well 
with Mary Del Duca  in LF, Karen Hughes 
in CF  Karen Waltz in short field and Robin 
Ruotillio or Jennifer Somers in RF.  As we 
got close to the state tournament, my reliever 
status gradually changed to starting pitcher.  
As the season progressed, my friend and 
fellow pitcher, Regina Korkowski, seemed 
to fare better as a reliever so we switched 
roles.  

Our 1st game in the Parochial B tour-
nament, which was the first year that the 
parochial groups were in their own catego-
ries in the state tournament for softball, was 
against St. Peter HS in New Brunswick.  It 
was also the last day of school for all seniors 
so Beverly Godlesky, Regina Korkowski, 
Bridget Beshada and I were celebrating and 
not paying much attention to the game.  Mr. 
Micak was not very happy about that but 
we won the game 3-2.  I remember sitting 
in the dugout and hearing Mr. Micak tells 
us who we were going to face in the tour-
nament and he mentioned Mater Dei HS in 
New Monmouth.  I remembered reading in 
the Star Ledger that Mater Dei was ranked 
1st in Monmouth County.  We weren’t even 
ranked in Middlesex County and I said to 
Bev Godlesky “I don’t know about Mater 
Dei, they are ranked 1st in Monmouth County.  
It’ll be tough to beat them.”  She said, “I think 
we can do it.”    Our 2nd game was against St 
Pius HS in Piscataway.  We defeated them, 
I think 13-7, and we were now playing in 

the South Sectional Championship against 
Mater Dei at Keyport HS.  This was prob-
ably the best softball game we ever played.  
Both teams were real good.  Mater Dei came 
with a ton of fans and we had our small but 
very faithful fans, mostly our parents and 
siblings.  There was no score for 8 ½ in-
nings and there was one play which I would 
consider the “play of the game”.  Mater Dei 
had a runner on third with no outs and a fly 
ball was hit to Mary Del Duca in LF.  She 
caught it and threw a strike to Bev Godlesky 
at home to catch the girl tagging up at third.  
I remember backing up Bev and after tagging 
the girl out, she turned to give me the ball 
and I said something like :”God is watching 
us today.” And she smiled and agreed.  Bev 
was a great catcher and really made me look 
good.  She could size the batters up and she 
knew where to place her glove since I would 
pitch to the glove.  I was able to get a lot of 
called strikes because of her great talent.  She 
was also great at calling time and talking to 
me when I would get a little out of control.  
Fortunately we were the home team via coin 
toss and we were up in the bottom of the 9th.  
The bases were loaded with two hits and a 
walk and Bev Godlesky, our best hitter, was 
up.  I thought to myself that she was the 
perfect person to be up because she was so 
disciplined at the plate.  It was a full count 
and then she walked and the game was over 
with us winning 1-0.  It was unbelievable 
and I remember Mr. Micak crying and we 
were laughing at him.  We were the South 
Jersey Parochial B Champs.

The final game was at Mercer County 
Park on Memorial Day Weekend.  All the 
final state tournament games were being 
played there.  We were playing Bayley El-
lard of Madison, NJ, the North Champion.  
At every game this season, my dad, Charles 
Reilly, was there.  Unfortunately, he couldn’t 
make the final game because he was the 
Commander of the American Legion and 
they were running the Memorial Day parade.  
He needed to be in South Amboy.  I told him 
that I understood but I knew I would miss 
him rooting me on.  Of course I was very 
nervous playing a school I never heard of 
and I remember the field being near a small 
lake.  Mary Jean Sibilia told me that if we 
win the game, she was throwing me in the 
lake.  I laughed a nervous laugh and hoped 
she would be throwing me in the lake.  We 
played very well that I could remember.  The 
last out was a line drive to Allison Carew at 
2nd Base and we all jumped for joy.  The score 
was 2-1.  We were the Parochial B Champs!  
Yes, Mary Jean picked me up and threw me 
in the lake.  All the girls were jumping in the 
lake and Mr. Micak had tears in eyes again. 
He gave us a great speech about what a great 
group of athletes we were and how we really 
played together as a team.  That’s what it 
was all about. We had the talent and a great 
coach who believed in us and showed us how 
to play as a team.  We came back to South 
Amboy as champions and rode Independence 
Fire Co’s fire truck through town.  We ended 
up at the American Legion where the band 
played a song for us.  My dad was beaming 
and I remember going up to him and saying 
“We did it!”  Also Mr. Richard Schultz, an 
ex-councilman, was there and he told us that 
we put South Amboy on the map.  A few days 
later, TKR Cable Company interviewed Mr. 
Micak and a few players including myself 
on the stage in St. Mary’s gym.  This team 
including George Micak and Assistant Coach 
Mary Jo Kuegle should be in the St Mary’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  It was a great day 
for St. Mary’s HS and South Amboy and I 
was very lucky to be a part of it.

came here in July 1993, and saw the work 
that needed to be done, namely to begin with, 
re-energizing the parish itself.  The young 
families might have been on vacation.  There 
didn’t seem to be a lot of youthfulness in the 
parish, at least over the summer.  The school 
was on the critical list, and should have 
been shut down, but I asked Bishop Hughes 
for 2 more years, and 19 years later, we’re 
still open.  Now that I’m leaving, it’s all in 
blossom.  We pruned where we had to.  We 
patched up where we needed to.  We made 
the investments where it was necessary.”  He 
said the birth of Creative Kids, the pre-school 
division was the key.  “They’re going to be 
celebrating their 18th year in September.  I 
think it’s a direct link as to why the school 
is doing so well with really good leadership.  
Everything worked very well, and what is 
important, is the Home School Association, 
and every leader that’s been there in the 18 
years.  I must have had 9 presidents, but 
each one of them has been very dynamic 
and made very significant contributions to 
the well being of the building, making the 
school what it is today.

In a nutshell, I’m definitely leaving 
the parish in much better shape.  I’m leav-
ing a better priest because of the parish, 
and because of the experiences I had here 
at Sacred Heart.”  He believes his biggest 
accomplishment was turning the school and 
parish around.  “From what I witnessed my 
first weekend here,  was more of the senior 
citizens in the pews.  There were no children 
even in the parish and everyone was white.  
Now, when you look at the congregation, our 
biggest number is still Poles, you know the 
Polish immigrants, and the new immigrants, 
not the second and third generation.  We have 
a significant populace of new immigrants 
born in Poland and moving over here now, 
and I attribute that to Father Marian directly.  
He has really opened up the gates there, and 
was able to communicate well with them, 
and develop exactly, the plan that the two of 
us put into place 5 years ago, and so that’s 
even adding to the parish, but the other 50% 
of the parish is multi-cultural.  We have just 
about every aspect of the church present 
from the 5 continents, Africans, as well as 
Asians, Filipinos, Latinos, they’re all there.  
It’s really a very diverse population and I 
think the building environment, the church 
environment  itself and the people, when you 
get inside that building, are very friendly and 
very inviting.” 

 Father Romanoski credited Father 
Marian Drozd with helping the resurgence.  
“Father Marian came on the scene.  I took 
care of the multi-culture, the second and 
third generation Poles, as well as all the 
other cultures.  I know that my leadership 
has helped that, but Father Marian was really 
the key player, and I couldn’t communicate 
with them (the Poles).  I knew their culture 
and their traditions, but I couldn’t speak to 
them fluently, and that’s where Father Marian 
came in.  I’m leaving the parish with my head 
up high that we accomplished a great deal, 

and I think some of my greatest accomplish-
ments would be the total restoration of the 
interior of the church, the reorganization of 
the school with the implementation of the 
school advisory council, the parish advisory 
council that’s present, and Creative Kids.  
I’m leaving the parish to my successor in 
very solid shape.”

Father Joe has fond memories of South 
Amboy.  “I kind of came a few years after 
Mayor O’Leary, and now am leaving a year 
or two after he’s no longer in office.  O’Leary 
did for South Amboy what I hope I did for 
the parish of Sacred Heart.  He did a mar-
velous job in rebirthing downtown and the 
waterfront and the park, the redevelopment 
of the city.  I saw the great transformation 
going on, and I really congratulate him on 
that.  I’m glad I was able to help him on 
my side up here on the mountain with re-
energizing and transforming our parish here 
in Sacred Heart.  My memories are a lot of 
work, but also a great town, people are very 
friendly.  You know we have the gateway to 
the shore.  It’s beautiful!  Every morning I 
can look out my window and see the bay. 
It’s just a marvelous city, and it’s going to 
be very difficult for me to leave.  I’m not 
leaving easily, but I’m leaving only because 
I am being called by God Himself to work 
in another vineyard of His church.”

He is looking forward to his new mission 
in South Carolina.  “All I know right now is 
I’m going to a parish St. Mary Magdalene 
in Simpsonville.  I am being assigned as 
Parochial Vicar.  What will happen there is 
up to the Lord.  I know they have a thou-
sand children in the religious education 
program, and they probably would like to 
build a school there.  So, I think that as a 
great admirer of Catholic schools and as a 
defender of Catholic schools, I know I’m 
going to the right parish.  I’ll be doing 
whatever God wants me to do there, and 
hopefully continue the Catholic tradition 
down in South Carolina.”

He said the decision to leave Sacred 
Heart was very difficult.  It’s killing me to 
have to leave, but I also know through death 
comes a new life.  What makes it difficult 
to leave is the people of the parish.  They’re 
so warm and they’re so open.  I’m here 19 
years.  I have a history with just about every 
family in the parish, and it’s hard to let go 
of that, but at the same time, through that 
death, I know there’s going to be new life 
down South.”

He said he’ll miss the local connections 
where he can call up people on the phone for 
pizza or go out for a round of golf, but said 
he’ll continue to be defined as a member of 
the priesthood in South Carolina.

*On behalf of Publisher Tom Burkard 
and The SA Times staff, we wish Father 
Joe continued success in South Carolina, 
and extend our sincere thanks for doing an 
outstanding job at Sacred Heart Church and 
with the City of South Amboy.  God Bless, 
Father Joe!  

Father Joe Remembers 
(Continued from page 1)

Coach Micak Recalls ’82 Champions
By Tom Burkard

In 1982, George Micak came to St. 
Mary’s for his first year as coach of the Lady 
Eagles girls’ softball team.  He had his work 
cut out for him, as the previous year’s squad 
turned in a losing record, but through hard 
work and dedication, led the Blue & Gold 
to a superb 18-3 record and the Parochial B 
State Championship. 

In a recent interview, Coach Micak 
reminisced about this outstanding ’82 club, 
saying that, “They played together as a 
team, and always played heads up softball.  

We had outstanding pitching, phenomenal 
defense and timely hitting.  In addition, we 
were 12 deep.”  It was a very special time 
for Micak, and he said that, “I still have the 
championship game ball on my desk, that the 
team autographed for me.”  He would love to 
see the team honored by being inducted into 
the school’s Sports Hall of Fame in the near 
future, and said, “They are deserving because 
they’re the only girls team in the school’s 
history to win a state championship.”  
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Run for Robin Bogush
The Sharing Network of NJ is spon-

soring a 5K walk/run on Sunday June 10. 
The location is 691 central Avenue, New 
Providence; NJ. 

The family of Robin A. Bogush has put 
together a team “Remembering Robin” and is 
asking anyone who knew Robin to participate 
in the walk/run. There is also an option to 
make a contribution in her memory. 

To register or donate, please go to www.
sharenj5k.org and the site will prompt you 
to the Remembering Robin site.

Registration on the day of the walk/race 
begins at 7:30AM. 9:00AM is the 5K certi-
fied run and 10:00AM is the 5K walk. 

NJ Sharing Network Foundation is com-
mitted to supporting the work of NJ Shar-
ing Network and to increasing the number 
of lives saved through education, research 
and public awareness about the life-saving 

benefits of organ and tissue donation and 
transplantation. All that we do is in honor 
of those who gave, on behalf of those who 
received and with hope for the close to 5,000 
in New Jersey who continue to wait for the 
Gift of Life.

NJ Sharing Network Foundation was 
created in 2005 to support and promote the 
donation of organs and tissue for transplan-
tation, therapy, research and education; to 
foster education and research with respect 
to organ and tissue donation and transplan-
tation. The Foundation ultimately seeks to 
close the gap between the thousands of New 
Jersey residents waiting for a life-saving 
transplant and the number of organs avail-
able. No one should have to die waiting for 
the gift of life. 

For more information visit: NJ Sharing 
Network Foundation 

Library Book Sale
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will hold their summer book sale 
on Saturday, June 23 from 1PM – 3:30PM 
in the library conference room located on 
Washington Road in Parlin. There will be no 
Sunday sale due to a program conflict at the 
library. Fill a bag with books for only $8.00. 
Choose from a great selection of titles with 
something for all ages. Bags will be supplies 
by the Friends’ group. Book donations can 
be dropped off for the sale at the beginning 
of June. Please do not donate encyclopedias 
or books written prior to 2000. For informa-
tion, please contact 732-727-0192.

Paddlers Club Meeting
Raritan Bay Paddlers Club will be 

holding a meeting on June 18th, 6:30 p.m. 
at Raritan Bay Coffee Company, inside the 
historic Perth Amboy Train Station, 233 
Smith St., Perth Amboy.

The club aims to increase the apprecia-
tion of the Raritan Bay and Lower Raritan 

through human powered watercraft such as 
kayak, canoe and paddleboards. Member-
ship is open to all over 18 years of age.  For 
details, call 848-203-3432 M-F from 6 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. or e-mail: perthamboykayak@
hotmail.com.

20

Here is a view of the construction work taking place on Ernston Road and Bordentown Ave. 
from the bridge.  (Photo submitted)

WWW.?

If you know the answer to this “Mystery Photo,” send it in via e-mail to: satimes@aol.com.  
Good luck! 

April Winners
There were a few correct answers for 

last month’s WWW.? Mystery Photo Contest.  
The building was the former location of 
Briggs Chevrolet Prep Shop, which got the 
cars ready for sale.  It was also Auto Electric 
Repairs; Archie’s Upholstery.

Congratulations to the following win-
ners: Estelle Pluskota, Marian Mills, Pat & 
Bill Scully, Joe Lotkowictz, Peggy Yuhas, W. 
Tom Kross, Mary Ann Matarangolo, Charles 
Kampo, Hugh Rone, Frank Makransky, Rob-
ert Martenak, Dee Ostrowski, Lynn Loy. 

Dear Sir,
I am originally 

from New Jersey, 
and spent my 
early years in 
South Am-
boy.  There 
are many fond 
memories from 
those years, and I have long 
wondered if there are any people there who 
might remember my parents and family.

My dad, William C. “Bill” Moore was 
a truck driver, who was also a volunteer 
firefighter at the Mechanicsville Station.  We 
lived at 512 Ridgeway Ave. by the Hole-In-
The-Wall.  My mother’s name was Doris, 
and they had 5 children.  During the summer 
of 1957, we left South Amboy and moved 
to Oregon, then to Mississippi by the end of 
that year.  My dad died in the spring of ’58 
and my mother in 1990.

I’ve always wondered if there are people 
in South Amboy who may remember us.  My 
parents good friends were Ira “Bud” and 
Barbara Sturgis who lived on Alpine St. those 
many years ago.  I remember their eldest son, 
Wayne, and I remember that there were two 
other boys, Ronnie and Johnny.

I am hoping that someone will contact 
me to share any memories they may have, 
especially of my dad, who was only 35 when 

he died.  If the Sturgis boys read this letter, 
I would be delighted to hear from them.  
Or, perhaps, there are still some of the guys 
who were firefighters back then, who may 
still be living, that may wish to call or drop 
me a line or two.

I may be reached at 4363 Attala Rd. 
2263, French Camp, MS 39745; phone 662-
674-5755.  I am also on Facebook under 
Elaine Moore Burchfield.

Thank you so much for any help you 
may be able to offer.  I hope one day to 
return to South Amboy to visit the town I 
so cherished as a child.

Respectfully,
Elaine M. Moore Burchfield, RN
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Mississippi

Hi Tom,
It’s been awhile, but I rambled across 

The SA Times online.  Can it be true that 
anyone doesn’t know the Morgan Draw?  It 
runs across Morgan Creek (or crik, depends 
on how old you are).  It’s been there for a 
long time and as it is now, (in the picture), 
was electrified with catenary when they 
extended electric power to the shore.  Shore 
needs a repaint, doesn’t it?

Jack Nelson
Former South Amboy 
Resident (1949-1970)

The South Amboy Middle/High School March of Dimes Walk team gathered for a photo just 
prior to the walk taking place.  This year the team hosted the walk on the school grounds.  
The walkers all had a great time walking and then dancing to music was provided by DJ 
Stryz. The team hopes to see even more walkers join the team next year.  (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)
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Food Tasting At Middlesex County 
College

(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Middlesex County College held its Annual Evening of Good Taste for the Educated Palate, a 
terrific food tasting event on April 25 at the College Center.  There were 23 area restaurants 
and eateries that participated, and the evening was a huge success with a great turnout.
The MCC Hotel Restaurant & Institutional Management Dept., poses proudly by its delectable 
creations.

South Amboy was represented by the Blue Moon, with Chef Cosmo, who is famous for his 
delicious crab cakes.  Four ladies from “The Pleasant Little City” came out to show their 
support and had a great time.  Pictured (l-r) Chef Cosmo, Mary Taylor, Carolyn Nappe, 
Joan Downes, Zusette Dato.   

Members of the SA Community Garden kicked off their vegetable garden at our Healthy 
Kids Day event on April 28.  Pictured are members of the SA Community Garden Club, 
Mayor Fred Henry and his wife Linda, Councilman Mickey Gross, South Amboy Y Executive 
Director Sherrill Rudy, and some of our youth members.  The group planted lettuce, radishes, 
carrots and beans that day. (Photo Submitted)

The Middlesex County College Alumni Association, pictured above, did a truly outstanding 
job organizing and running the “Evening of Good Taste for the Educated Palate”. (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

OUR LITLE TOWN 100 YEARS AGO
By Elaine Holton Scott

In 1912, Woodrow Wilson was President 
of the United States; an estimated 130,000 
automobiles were sharing our country’s road-
ways with horse and carriages; $941 could 
buy a new automobile; a gallon of gas cost 7 
cents, and everyone, everywhere wanted to 
have a telephone.  The biggest world news of 
the day was the sinking of the “unsinkable” 
steamship, Titanic, on its maiden voyage, in 
the early hours of April 15th.  

100 years ago, South Amboy had news, 
too, just a little different than what was being 
reported in the big cities.  The following are 
a few excerpts of what was happening in our 
little town, as printed in a local newspaper, 
during the first quarter of 1912: 

*Ernest M. Bloodgood departed this 
life at Ye Olde Spye Inn, Morgan, on Janu-
ary 24 of bronchitis and rheumatism, aged 
45 years.  He had been seriously ill only a 
short time. 

*Locomotive Gives Alarm:  Mechanic-
sville Hose Company quickly responds and 
extinguishes fire on premises of Harrison 
Jones on Alpine Street…Chickens escape 
roasting.

*The Human Brain:  Scientists claim it 
is distributed all over the body!

*County Detective Ferguson was in 
town on Wednesday investigating the death 
of Daniel Coyne.

*John F. Martin is made Morgue-
keeper.

*John J. Scully’s automobile now looks 
fine in its new coat of paint and varnish.

*Mail is carried in wagons and autos 
in some places but our local carrier of mail, 
Robert Stratton, has his wheelbarrow.  Thurs-
day night, as he made a start, he remarked, 
“Get up.”

*A horse with buggy attached was 
found straying near Morgan on Sunday.  
In the buggy was found a man’s vest with 
watch in pocket.  The animal was taken to 
Meinzer’s livery.

*Women Approached:  Some women 
have been alarmed during the week by a 
man with a fur coat, who approached them 
on the streets and demanded money.

*Legs of lamb: 16 cents/lb., fresh hams: 
16 cents/lb., sirloin or porterhouse steak: 
14 cents/lb.; fresh dressed chickens for 
20 cents.  Monaghan’s Meat Market, 113 
David Street.

*Ernston Farm Eggs are laid by vigor-
ous healthy hens housed in large, well-aired 
houses, cleaned every day.  Nothing but good 
clean grain and water is fed and sanitary 
conditions prevail at all times.  They cost a 
little more but are ALL GOOD.  

*Injured His Hand: Nicholas Hens-
berger, a trainman in the P.R.P. yard, injured 
his hand quite badly on Thursday while 
handling a break wheel on a car.

*Oysters!  If you want a good stew or fry, 
SHOP AT P.I. KENAH’S, 188 Broadway.

*Man Killed by P.R.R. Train:  The 
PA Railroad express train 205 on the NY 
and Long Branch Railroad Friday morn-
ing around 10 o’clock, struck a man on the 
bridge over the Raritan River killing him 
instantly…From a letter in the clothing the 
man was identified as Slovack Bianco, who 
boarded with Nicholas Ciarnello of Pine 
Ave.  The body was completely cut in two 
and was horribly mangled…He was 23 years 
old and single.

*A fine horse owned by Richard Hill-
mann died of colic on Wednesday morn-
ing.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.
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Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

General Patton as a Combat Engineer.   
Mary Kurpiewski, 79, of Morgan died on 
March 11.  She was a charter member and 
one of the Morgan First Aid Squad found-
ers.  Robert “R.J.” Iremonger, 55, of South 
Amboy died on March 14.  He was the owner 
of RJI, LLC Renovations in South Amboy 
for many years.  R.J. was a great guy and 
will be missed by all. Helen Nebus McKeon, 
formerly of Sayreville/South Amboy died on 
March 15.  She served as an extraordinary 
minister, lector, and religious education 
teacher, and was the kindest woman you 
could ever meet.  Carlo “Carl” Bellina, 88 
of Sayreville died on March 15.  He was 
an Army veteran who fought at the Battle 
of the Bulge under General Patton.  Ann 
Bolen, 87, formerly of South Amboy died 
on March 17.  A fine lady, she worked at 
South Amboy Hospital as an office clerk 
for 20 years until retiring in 1987. Joseph 
Kolakowski Sr., 91, of South Amboy died 
on March 19.  He was a great guy who loved 
the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing.    
May they always be remembered for their 
good works on earth.

New South Amboy 
YMCA Branch 

Board Members
Five community leaders have joined the 

South Amboy Branch Y Board of Managers, 
helping to create an expanded, more diversi-
fied board. The new branch board members 
include Paul Christopher Kulakis, Internship 
with Carmen F. Spezzi and Maliszewski 
Funeral Homes;  Yaw Ofori-Behome, MD, 
Adom Family Medicine in South Amboy;  
John S. Misiewicz, DC, Sayreville Chiro-
practic Practice; Rebecca Wallentine, Owner 
of Green Earth By Beck in Sayreville; and 
Casey Woods, Legal Specialist State of 
New Jersey Division of Developmental 
Disabilities.

“Our existing branch board has a goal 
of increasing the board with twenty com-
munity leaders from different business 
areas to enhance our capabilities in serving 
the communities of South Amboy, Sayre-
ville, Morgan and Parlin,” said MEWSA Y 
President-elect Lucinda Florio.  “The branch 
board has done a great job in recruiting five 
impressive branch board members this year, 
each with various leadership capabilities, 
experiences and demonstrated commitment 
to serving their communities.”

Branch board members who joined 
in year one (2011) of the operations of the 
South Amboy Branch Y include Janine Akey, 
Pamela Brown, Zusette Dato, Mary Lou 
DeBlis, Lucinda Florio, Anthony Gonsalves, 
Susan Gross, Kathy Kudelka, Dan McCrone, 
Linda Mazzella, Nancy Pavich and Barbara 
Tobin.  “We are deeply grateful for their 
insights, counsel and commitment to the 
Y,” said Sherrill Rudy, Executive Branch 
Director for the South Amboy Branch Y.  
“These volunteers worked tirelessly and 
effectively to navigate the South Amboy 
Branch Y through the challenges of a start-up 
organization in the first 12 months.  Their 
skills and knowledge help strengthen our 
organization and make us better.”

The South Amboy Branch Y reaches 
more than 4,700 members through a variety 
of programs, including childcare, afterschool 
programs, camps, health and fitness and 
family and senior activities.  The seventeen 
members of the South Amboy Branch Y 
Board of Managers serve voluntarily and 
actively contribute to the development, 
management and growth of the branch by 
attending board and committee meetings, 
providing consultation on matters related 
to their expertise, assisting and attending 
events, building connections with other 
community organizations and participat-
ing in fund raising efforts on behalf of the 
people we serve.

The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, 
Woodbridge and South Amboy, established 
in 1921, is Middlesex County’s largest 
private nonprofit youth-serving organiza-
tion. It is an organization that is open to 
everyone, promotes positive values and 
proactively supports kids, families and 
communities through a variety of programs.  
For more information about volunteering, 
building skills, strengthening, giving and 
getting back even more than you give, call 
Executive Branch Director Sherrill Rudy at 
732-553-9622. If you would like to make 
a contribution please contact Membership 
& Marketing Director Amanda Rushnak 
at 732-553-9622 or email her at amanda.
rushnak@ymcaofmewsa.org.
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Summer Camp: The Benefits Are Endless
Mike Tonzola, Camp Director, South Amboy Branch YMCA

No, it’s not Mr. Ed, or even a thoroughbred horse from the Kentucky Derby.  It’s just a young 
man named Mike, horsing around by the Waterfront Park Beach on a beautiful Easter 
Sunday.  (Photo/Info by Joe Lotkowictz)

On Sunday, May 6, Trinity United Methodist Church Outreach presented the Food Bank 
with $300 and bags of food.  In addition, they donated $200 and food supplies to the animal 
shelter.  (Photo/info submitted)

Representing the South Amboy YMCA at the Rebel Race last month were Y staff: Whitney 
Younghans, Personal Trainer, Megan O’Donnell, Swim Instructor and Lifeguard, and Rachael 
Abadie, Swim Team Coach.  Congratulations girls! (Photo Submitted)

Trinity United Methodist Church News
(Article submitted)

On April 28, the church held an auction 
at the Knights of Columbus.  Bids were made 
on 200 gifts and everyone walked away with 
great items and great deals.  At the end of 
the event, the church was able to donate all 
proceeds to South Amboy and Sayreville 
Food Banks, Sayreville Animal Shelter and 
Trinity Outreach programs.  All are good 
causes taking care of our community.  The 
church is blessed with committed members 
working hard to make life better for all.

The Thrift Shop is open Tues., Thurs., 
and Sat., 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  The daycare 
center, Golden Rule Center is open daily 

and accepting applications for its summer 
program.  Upcoming events include a 9-day 
cruise from NY to Turks, Nassau, and Half 
Moon Cay from Sept. 19.  We are also running 
a trip to Sight and Sound in Lancaster, PA to 
see Jonah in Nov.  Call the church 732-721-
3558 or Lori at 732-763-6232 for more info.  
The show will make a wonderful holiday 
gift.  In Sept., the church will be running 
a coat, scarf, & mitten drive, so as you put 
away your winter items—think about those 
without and put them aside.  Remember…be 
blessed and be loved.

THIRTY ONE YEARS, JOHNNIE 
DRAGOTTA AND BIG WALT

By DJ Henny
I know what you’re saying: why should 

you care if Henny the DJ is celebrating being 
a DJ in a South Amboy Bar on a weekly basis 
for the last thirty one years? If you’re not from 
South Amboy or have never been into the 
bar culture in town, which is probably most 
of you, then really this article has nothing 
at all to do with you so I would recommend  
that you go check out some of the other fine 
material that Tommy has assembled in this 
month’s edition. There are tons of Sports 
stories just a few pages to the right.

But if you know what it is to sit in a city 
tavern next to Chiefy or Woody or Moose 
Connors or Bootsie or Alfie or Fritz and 
watch a Met or Yankee, Knick or Ranger 
game after playing your own game in The 
City League, or have watched a horse race 
holding a  coaster with the name of one of 
the horses on it,  or sang along with Gene 
Dennon playing an Eagles song or danced 
the Electric Slide, Macarena Dance, Chicken 
Dance, Achy Breaky Heart Dance, Cha Cha 
Slide or my favorite The Cupid Shuffle with 
me at English’s Pub, The Lion’s Den, The 
Landmark, Anthony’s, The Ale House or 
now at Big Shot’s South Every Friday Night 
across from where The Thunderbird used to 
be (does that sound like I just sneaked in a 
commercial, or is it just me?) ..then you’re 
in the right place. 

So thirty one years ago at the ripe old 
musical age of 38, on May 19, 1981, a 
week before my 39th birthday,  on a still, 
cool, quiet Saturday night I crept down to 
English’s Pub on Broadway hoping I might 
get a chance to DJ a little in the summer and 
started assembling some of the sorriest look-
ing and sounding PA equipment ever foisted 
on an unsuspecting listening public: for one, 
imagine plugging two turntables directly into 
a Fender Bass Guitar Amp! I mean, what’s a 
mixer? It don’t get no dumber than that. 

So now thirty one years later I’m still 

at it and there are two people that I have to 
thank. The first is the guy who gave me the 
confidence not to pack up my equipment and 
call it a lost cause that first night when things 
weren’t going my way and that, of course, is 
Johnny Dragotta…the selfless fire chief who 
is still doing things for other people.

 And the other is Big Walt, a 25 year 
old friend from Old Bridge who has been 
coming to see Henny the DJ and The Tambo 
Lady for the last four years ever since his 
21st birthday. During that time Walt has had 
to go through a lot of tough times: the loss 
of his mom, an injury that kept him from 
enlisting in the Marines, and accident that 
damaged his truck bad enough that he has 
to depend on others for a ride to work…the 
kinds of miserable things that happen to all 
of us, the things that really hurt., So Walt said 
to me the other night that he loves coming 
to see us “now at Big Shots Every Friday 
Night” because no matter what tough things 
he is going through, he always is able to put 
aside his problems and have a good time 
with us even if it’s just for a few hours. Now 
I ask you. How can you beat that? Thanks 
Big Walt! 

And thanks to everybody for coming out 
the last 31 years, because just like Big Walt 
we’ve gone through injury, illness, loss of 
family and loved ones, disappointments, the 
whole mess that is inevitably part of going 
through a life and you all have helped us 
take time out to sing and dance and laugh 
and somehow get through.

 I still remember the first song I played 
that May night 31 years ago. I played  “What 
A Fool Believes” by the Doobie Brothers. 
The Six Minute Disco 45 version with Mi-
chael Mc Donald….I think I’m gonna play 
it this Friday as a Mystery Song and give 
away some nice prizes at Pocono Annies 
Birthday Party.

Way Back In South Amboy History
By Fran Fitzmorris

May 14, 1835-South Amboy officially 
broke away from Perth Amboy.  The Village 
of South Amboy was created.  Some of the 
first “famous” settlers were the Morgans, 
Applegates, Bloodgoods, Conovers, and the 
Disbrow families.  John Disbrow claimed 
property up in Mechanicsville and along 
what would become Stevens Ave. to the 
shore line until the late 1800’s.

1888-South Amboy became a Bor-
ough and elected its first Mayor, Cornelius 
McGonigle.  One term was 2 years.  There 
were 5 mayors elected during a 20-year 
period through 1908, when the town was 
given a city charter and became the City of 
South Amboy.

May 23, 1899-The Knights of Columbus 
opened its doors for the first time.  This year, 
it will celebrate its 113th birthday. 

June 21, 1919-A.J. lumber yard, located 
at the corner of First St. and Broadway, 
became Miller, Bergen, and Welsh.  The 
change occurred when Mr. Miller sold some, 
but not all of his interest to O.W. Welsh, 

which now allowed Mr. Welsh time to give 
his full attention to his Carteret business.  
Bergen and Miller will be in charge of the 
lumber business.  It would become South 
Amboy’s most famous lumber yard for 
decades to come.

May 10, 1952-The first South Amboy 
Little League began its inaugural season.  
The day will start with a parade leaving the 
City Hall on John St., continuing down to 
Broadway, up to Main St., over to Stevens 
Ave., to St. Mary’s Field on Augusta St.  It 
was led by the famous Melrose Drum and 
Bugle Corps.  Mayor Thorvald Olsen threw 
out the first ball.  A doubleheader was played.  
First Aid defeated Weiss Clothing 7-0, and 
Protection Firehouse beat the Knights of 
Columbus 7-3.  The other teams in the 
league that first year were PBA, Rotary, 
Lions Club, Enterprise Hook & Ladder, 
Briggs Chevrolet, and Allie Clark’s Boys 
Club.  The league opened its full season on 
the following Monday, May 12th.

Should I send them to camp?  Shouldn’t 
I?  The answer is: You should definitely think 
about it.  How do I know if it’s a good camp?  
You will know the minute you walk into a 
camp.  When you walk into a day camp, 
you need to feel secure that that day will 
be an adventure for them, and they will do 
something that they can’t necessarily do at 
home with a babysitter: You have to feed 
their little minds, bodies, and spirits. 

YMCA day camp feeds your child’s 
mind by giving those opportunities to think 
for themselves, learn from their mistakes, 
and create memories that will last them into 
adulthood.  They will be able to feed their 
mind in a supervised, encouraging and bully-
free environment.  Campers will feed their 
bodies with activity.  They will stay active 
and moving during the day, through sports, 
hands-on activities, and various games.  
Campers will never have a dull moment while 

at a YMCA day camp.  How can you feed a 
spirit?  At camp spirits are fed by affirming 
the campers and encouraging them to try 
new things.  Even if their new adventures 
aren’t for them, they can go home at the end 
of the day feeling good about themselves, 
and keep their spirits high.  Every child 
should feel good about their day when they 
go home, and that’s what YMCA day camp 
accomplishes. 

You haven’t missed the boat, there is 
still time.   Most camps begin their summer 
at the end of June, so if you are still looking, 
go and visit while camp is going on to get a 
true sense of what your child’s day will look 
like.  Don’t be afraid to ask the camp director 
questions, and above all, make sure you leave 
feeling confident that the most important 
thing to the camp and the most important 
thing to you are the same: the safety of your 
child (ren).  Happy Summer!

Hands on with Facebook 
Do you know how to utilize the #1 

website on the Internet? Tech guru, Karl-
ton Utter, will be back at the Sayreville 
Public Library on Saturday, June 16 from 
2:00-4:00PM to offer a beginners’ crash 
course on all things Facebook! This will be 
a live and hands-on demonstration to cover 
everything from starting your own account, 

posting photos, building your friends list, and 
managing your security settings. Come with 
your questions and get ready to learn how 
you can stay connected and engaged with 
your friends using Facebook! To register, 
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call 
732-727-0212 ex. 25.
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The Facts On Smoothies
The companies marketing Smoothies, 

those fruit based, low fat drinks that are 
similar to milkshakes have done a great job 
in promoting them as health foods.  People 
assume that health foods are performance 
foods.  They are not!

Do not be misled just because smoothies 
are sold in health clubs and snack bars.  They 
should not be considered performance food 
and should not be eaten immediately before 
or during a competition.  After exercising 
or a workout, they are fine!

They can be high in calories.  The fruit 
combinations add nutrients and minerals to 
the calories supplied by the carbohydrates.  
Sometime yogurt and protein powder are 
also added.  Smoothies are an acceptable 
component of a balanced diet, especially if 
they are low in fat.

An athlete should ask if he or she is 
getting these nutrients in other meals or 
snacks.  If so, there is no particular advan-
tage to eating smoothies.  Smoothies could 
be considered snacks or part of a balanced 
meal.  They should not be relied upon ex-
clusively to provide a balanced diet!  And 
as always, an ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure!

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

June Meeting on Friday, June 15, 2012 at 
1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main 
Street in Sayreville .After a brief business 
meeting and the swearing in of new of-
ficers, members will be treated to a picnic 
lunch. Your dues must be paid. The cost 
for non-members is $20.00. Please contact 
Millie Trent at (732) 254-1602. We will 
also have a Chinese Cultural Presentation. 
Food donations to St. Vincent de Paul are 
always gladly accepted.  Our group invites 
any senior who is 55 years and older to join 
our group. You do not need to be a member 
of OLV. Any questions please contact Teri 
at 732-727-76

World War II 
Memories

By Ken Rogers
I was stationed in the Marshall Islands 

for 16 months with a Carrier Aircraft Service 
Unit.  In June 1945, I learned Patrol Bomb-
ing Squadron 121 was moving up to Tinian, 
in the Marianas and their complement was 
short a rating I qualified for, and I requested 
and obtained a transfer.

We were scheduled to leave Eniwetok 
on July 3, 1945, when Lt. Ettinger’s plane 
of our squadron, on Barrrier Patrol, located 
a Japanese ship off long-ago (December 
1941) bypassed Wake Island.  Our departure 
was delayed, “Possible assistance antici-
pated,” with the Destroyer U.S.S. Murray 
intercepting.

My brother Walt came ashore on July 
4, 1945.  Had we left as scheduled, I would 
have been on Tinian, 997 miles away.  Walt 
and I were together for about 4 hours before 
I had to leave.  It was a miracle God alone 
could make.  Walt always believed that even 
the worst hitter in baseball was entitled to 3 
strikes.  We learned later that the ship was 
the Takasago Maru, loaded with at least 
1,000 patients, (malnourished and tuber-
culosis).  15-20% would never survive the 
trip to Japan.
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Trip to Great 
Adventure!

The South Amboy Branch YMCA is 
taking a Field Trip to Six Flags Great Ad-
venture in Jackson, NJ on Saturday, June 2nd.  
The trip is $30 per person for Teens aged 
13+ which includes admission to the park 
and transportation.  The bus will leave the 
South Amboy Y’s parking lot at 9:30am for 
a day full of thrilling rides, exciting games, 
and tons of fun!

Please visit the Welcome Desk of the 
South Amboy YMCA to register for the trip.  
Space is limited.  For more information, 
contact Mike Tonzola at 732-316-8205 or 
mike.tonzola@ymcaofmewsa.org

Flea Market
The First, June 9 (rain date-June 16th) 

from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the church parking 
lot at 172 Main St, directly across from the 
Borough Hall.  Spaces are still available, 
and the kitchen will be onpen for refresh-
ments.  For more info, call the church at 
732-257-6353.

Indy 500 

1967-Auto racing legend Mario Andretti (l) and his friend “Dutch” (r) are pictured at the 
Indianapolis Speedway.  Joe Lotkowictz, who took this rare photo, said that, “I was fortunate 
enough while attending school in Indiana to witness the qualifying laps for the track post 
position of the “Indy 500” held on Memorial Day every year.  Andretti is one of the most 
successful race car drivers of all-time, winning multiple titles and races throughout his varied 
career.”  (Photo/info courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

Candybars
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1998

Once a candy bar
Always a candy bar
To the mouth of the beholder
How the taste buds remember:
Payday, Zagnut, Zero, Chunky,
Bit-O-Honey, Turkish Taffy, Charleston 
Chew
Clark bar, Baby Ruth, Peanut Roll, Dove 
bar,
Three Musketeers, $100 Grand Bar, Sweet 
Escape,
Mars bar, Milky Way, Snickers, Dream 
bar,
Peanut Chew, Mary Jane, Coconut Roll, 
Scooter Pie,
Mounds bar, Mr. Goodbar, Krackle, After 
8
Semi-Sweet bar, Kit Kat, Twix, Symphony 
bar
Butterfinger, Peppermint Patty, Mallow 
Cup, Skol
Chocolate Jelly bar, Goo Goo Cluster, 
Nutrageous,
Licorice bar, Reggie bar, Walmetto, Fud-
gie, 
Cookies ‘N’ Cream, Caramello, 
5th Avenue, Necco Roll
Nestle’s bar, Nestle’s Crunch, Tootsie 
Roll,
Twizzlers, Milky Bites,
And, my all-time favorite, the Sky bar.
What would childhood be without the 
candy bar?

Honored For Excellence

Sixty-three students were recently inducted into the Middlesex County College chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges. From Sayreville, 
from left: Katherine Goodwin, Stacey Wilson. Also honored from South Amboy, bottom from 
left: Shiela Reno, Mackenzie Russell. (Photos Submitted)

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

In Memoriam
Edward “Cap” “Whitey” Volk Jr., 72, 

of South Amboy died on April 10.  In 1957, 
he was part of the 6th Marine Reinforced, 
who became the first unit of the USMC to 
participate in a helicopter-borne vertical 
exercise in Operation Deep Water.  Julia 
Poliny, 89, of South Amboy died on April 
13.  She and her husband were the former 
owners of Fred’s Bait & Tackle in Morgan 
for many years.  Matilda “Tillie” Miller, 
88, of Sayreville died on April 20.  She was 
the owner/operator of Miller Fashions in 
Sayreville. Eleanor Douglas, 85, formerly 
of Sayreville died on April 27.  She was a 
very kind lady who was adored by many.  Joe 
Martin, 89, of South Amboy died on May 1.  
He worked for Hercules Inc., in Parlin for 
40 years, and retired in 1987.  Mr. Martin 
was a terrific guy, and always had a kind 
word and big smile for everyone.  Jamie 
Gorka, 72, formerly of Sayreville died on 
May 9.  She was the Arleth school nurse for 
26 years prior to retiring in 2003.  Harold 
Andrejewski, 82, of Melrose died on May 
11.  Affectionately known as “Big Juice,” 
he worked for Melrose Toy & Sports Center 
for many years, and was also an Exempt 
Fireman at Melrose Fire Co., as well as a 
member of Sayreville VFW Post #4699.  He 
was an avid SA Times reader.

May these wonderful people rest in 
peace.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..



       May 26, 2012   South Amboy-Sayreville Times26

carols

Obituaries
Andrejewski, Harold J. “Big Juice,” 82, 

of Melrose died on May 11.
Coan, Mary O’Connor, 86, of Parlin 

died on May 9.
DeJesso, Peter, 73, of Morgan died on 

May 5.
Doel, Dorothy M., 63, of Parlin died 

on May 9.
Douglas, Eleanor R., 85, formerly of 

Sayreville died on April 27.
Eberle, Charles A., 90, formerly of 

Sayreville died on April 19.
Gorka, Jamie, 72, formerly of Sayreville 

died on May 9.
Latish, Richard J., 65, of Sayreville 

died on May 5.
Martin, Joseph S., 89, of South Amboy 

died on May 1.
Mastorio, Verna “Dolly,” 81, formerly 

of Parlin died on April 23.
McGinley, Katherine P., 76, of South 

Amboy died on April 24.
Mehes, Lucy, 94, of Parlin died on 

May 6.
Miller, Matilda “Tillie,” 88, of Sayre-

ville died on April 20.
Murray, Patrick, 72, of Sayreville died 

on April 20.
Nehila, Joseph C. Sr., 74, of Parlin died 

on April 21.
O’Neill, Ann Marie, 50, of Sayreville 

died on April 23.
Piscitelli, Wanda B., 88, formerly of 

Sayreville died on April 30.
Poliny, Julia P., 89, of South Amboy 

died on April 13.
Pollando, Angelina, 85, of Sayreville 

died on April 20.
Sparandera, Ruth, 73, of Parlin died 

on May 11.
Stickle, Elaine, 79, of South Amboy 

died on May 14.
Todd, Thomas J., 65, of Sayreville died 

on April 18.
Vazquez, Edward, 82, formerly of 

Sayreville died on April 25.
Volk, Edward “Cap” “Whitey” Jr., 72, 

of South Amboy died on April 10.
Wills, Edward W., 79, of Parlin died 

on April 22.
Wisneski, Dorothy I. Kwiecinski, 97, 

of Sayreville died on April 29.

TRIP TO 
CHRISTMAS SHOW

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 
bus trip to the Radio City Christmas Show on 
Saturday, November 17, 2012. The cost of 
the show is $135.00 which includes orchestra 
seats, popcorn and a drink, bus transporta-
tion, bus driver gratuity, and snacks on the 
bus. The bus will leave OLV lower parking 
lot at 8AM for the 10AM show. After the 
show, you will have time to roam around 
New York City. The bus will leave New York 
at 4PM and return approximately 5:30PM. 
For information or to reserve tickets please 
call Teri at (732)727-7639. 

Steak Nite
The Sayreville Knights of Columbus # 

2061 will be holding their 6th Annual Steak 
Nite Dinner on Friday June 1st from 6 to 9 
pm. We are offering you a choice of steak 
or half a chicken. Included is salad, baked 
potato, veggies, rolls and butter and desert. 
In addition there will be unlimited tap beer 
and soda. A cash bar will be available for all 
other drinks. Proceeds from this event are 
used by the K of C to aid the community.  
The price is $ 25.00 per person.  Kids 6-12 
are $ 15.00.  Kids under 5 are free.  For 
more info please call Andy, our Steak Nite 
Chairman @ 732-416-6959 or the K of C 
Council Home @ 732-257-2061.
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Going back in time to 2003, this is what the Woodmont Properties on lower Broadway 
in South Amboy looked like in the preliminary construction phase of the project, with the 
buildings partially removed.  Later, in 2011, these buildings were demolished to make space 
for new townhouses and nursing facilities.  The boy in the photo is Thomas Lee Meirose.  
(Photo/Info courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

“Rods and Paws” 
Car Show 

Sayreville Pet Adoption Center will 
host its third annual “Rods and Paws” Car 
Show on Sunday, July 22 from 11 AM to 3 
PM at Burke’s Park on Washington Road 
in Sayreville -- a great shady spot to enjoy 
a fun and relaxing show which will include 
refreshments, giveaways, prizes and a 50/50.  
Trophies will be awarded in many categories 
including Best Custom, Best Orphaned, Best 
Truck, Best in Show and Peoples Choice.  The 
first 40 entrants will receive a dash plaque and 
goody bag.   Entry fee is $10 in advance, $15 
on show day.  For more details or to register 
please call event coordinator Walt at (732) 
257-1060 between 2-7 PM daily.  

Looking Back

Local Wildlife

These two pet/domestic rabbits were sighted snacking on someone’s front lawn on Church 
St. in South Amboy.  Also spotted was a black rabbit on Easter Sunday on the same block.  
You have to wonder if they escaped from someone’s yard, as they have been sighted in 
this area for over a month now, and roam freely on the sidewalks, in different yards, and 
hide under parked cars on the street and also under people’s front porches.    We sure 
hope they’re not injured or killed.  (Photo/info by Tom Burkard)

This ground hog was spotted on Mother’s Day at Christ Church Cemetery in South Amboy, 
and it appears he’s either stopping to smell the roses along the way, or eating them.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Big Fish

David Munck  (r) with Yellow Fin Tuna caught while fishing in the Wilmington Canyon with 
the Point Lobster Co. team from Point Pleasant Beach, N.J. under the guidance of Captain 
Jack Godwin. Randy Knott (l) works with Captain Godwin. (Photo Submitted)

Elaine Gaber, who is the Dowdell Library Director in South Amboy, holds a 35-lb. Mahi 
Mahi (Dolphin) she recently caught on a trip to Islamorada in the Florida Keys.  (Photo/info 
submitted)

Fishing Flashes  
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Local bay surf fishing has changed at our 

local beaches.  Bluefish have taken over from 
the Stripers and are now the predominate 
catch.  They are in the 3 to 6 pound class 
with some bigger ones.  In the ocean it is 
pretty much the same story with big Bluefish 
caught at Island Beach and LBI.  There are 
however, enough Striped Bass in these areas 
to make it worthwhile to try for them.  Bass 
over 30 pounds have been caught.  Lots of 
Blowfish are also stealing surf fisherman’s 
baits too. Barnegat Bay has them with a few 
Kingfish mixed in.  There are Bluefish and 
even a few Weakfish in that area too.  Fluke 
season opened May 5th.   As usual, due to the 
cold water, fishing was spotty for the Party 
Boats that tried it.  There were a few keepers 
caught and I heard of a 7 pound Fluke from 
south Jersey.  Bottom fishing Party Boats that 

have fished the Mud Hole area are bringing 
in lots of Ling and very few Cod. The season 
for Blackfish is now closed, but Sea Bass 
fishing will open on May 19. Some have 
already been caught.

Fresh Water
Certain rivers up north that are not low 

have been stocked with Trout, namely the 
Paulinskill and the Flatbrook.  A friend went 
up there with two other companions and 
caught several Trout out of the Flatbrook. 
My Wife and I tried the Lower Pequest in 
early May only to find low water in many 
areas. She brought home one Rainbow, and 
me, nothing in a few hours of fishing.  Most 
of the Shad are in the upper Delaware at 
the New York State line but there are still 
some fish coming through from the lower 
sections.  

Fishing Derby
The Sayreville Recreation Department 

would like to thank all the people who made 
this year’s Annual Fishing Derby a huge 
success. Everyone had a great the weather 
was beautiful and the fish were biting. A 
special congratulations goes out to our big 
winners this year for catching the most fish 
as well as the largest fish:
3-4 years old: Paige Cleary – Most fish (5 
fish),  Teagan Brain – Largest Fish (12”). 
5-6 years old: Lucas Russell – Most fish (36 
fish), Brody Cannan – Largest Fish (13”).
7-9 years old: Abby Bera – Most Fish (7 fish), 
Matthew Corby – Largest Fish (10”).
10-12 years old: Nicholas Traina (11 fish), 
Izabella Szady – Largest Fish (9.25”).
13-15 years old: Conor Johnson – Most 
Fish (13 fish),  Anthony Amgotti – Largest 
Fish (10”).

Congratulation and we look forward to 
another great fishing derby next year.

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
Holy Spirit, you who solve all probelms, light 

allroads so that I can achieve my goal, you who 
gave me the Divine gift to forgive and to forget all 
evil against meand that in all instancesof my life 
are with me, I want this short prayer to thank you 
for all things and to confirm once again that I never 
want to be separtated from you, even in spite of all 
material illusions. I wish to be with you in eternal 
joy and thank you for your mercy toward me and 
mine. Thank you Holy Spirit.  -L.A.
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