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South Amboy’s two Roman Catholic Church pastors, Father Joseph Romanoski  of Sacred 
Heart (l) and Father Dennis Weezorak  of St. Mary (r) celebrate at Father Joe’s farewell 
Mass.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Firefighter Mourned
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy’s Paul Chrzaszcz,  24, 
and a friend were boating on Sunday June 
17th, in Cheesequake Creek, when the small 
motor fell off the boat.  They located the 
motor underwater, and marked the location 
where it was with a magnetic device. The 
men returned on Monday evening, and at 
about 8 p.m., Chrzaszcz dove in to retrieve 
the motor, but failed to resurface, and his 
friend hurried to get help.  

Rescue efforts continued until midnight, 
and were suspended at that point, until 
resuming on Tuesday morning at 7:45 a.m.  
Rescue workers found the body around 11 
a.m. on Tuesday, in Cheesequake Creek near 
Morgan Marina.   

The South Amboy and Sayreville com-
munities were shocked and in mourning, and 
on the evening of Tuesday June 19th, a huge 
crowd turned out for a candlelight vigil by 
the South Amboy Skating Arena, to honor 
and remember  Paul, who was loved and 
admired by so many.  He was a full-time 
student at Monmouth University, and also 
very-involved in the local towns.  Paul was 
a volunteer firefighter in South Amboy 
with Mechanicsville Hose Co., and also in 
Sayreville with Melrose Hose Co. #1.  A 
2006 graduate of East Brunswick Vo-Tech 
HS, he was a standout centerfielder on the 
baseball team, and scored the winning run in 
the State Vo-Tech championship game.

The obituary in the Home News Tribune 
summed up what a very special person he 
was.  “Paul was a kind and helpful kid, who 
through love of his family, friends and faith, 
grew into a fine young man, always helping 
his neighbors and community.  He will be 
greatly missed and always loved.”

Paul Chrzaszcz was a wonderful young 
man, who touched so many lives by his 
kindness, and his always happy, upbeat 
personality.  Everyone who had known him 
knew what a caring and sincere person he 
was.  He will never be forgotten.  May God 
bless Paul and also his family at this most 
difficult time. 

Father Joe Says Goodbye
By Steve Schmid

Sacred Heart Church Pastor Joseph 
Romanoski said farewell to his parish June 
11 before a huge overflow crowd at the 
church.  During the Mass of Thanksgiving, 
Father Joe said he will miss the people in 
South Amboy and will continue to keep 
them in his prayers as he undertakes his 
new mission for God in South Carolina.  
After the Mass, many of the parishioners 
went across the street to Memorial Hall and 

enjoyed various foods and beverages.  Father 
Joe also went to the microphone and sang 
several songs.  He enjoyed his final night in 
South Amboy as Pastor, and said individual 
farewells to countless people, while posing 
for pictures as well.  The next morning, he 
greeted the school children and headed south.  
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times wishes 
him the best.

Wilson School principal Georgia Baumann 
stands by a beautiful cake that was made 
for her retirement at the school’s surprise 
celebration.  Inscribed  on the cake was, 
‘Farewell to our Queen Bee.”  

This Issue is Dedicated
 in Memory of 
Paul Chrzaszcz

Father Jason 
Celebrates First 

Mass
By Steve Schmid

Newly-ordained priest, the Rev. Father 
Jason Pavich of South Amboy celebrated 
his first Mass Sunday May 27th at St. Mary 
Church before a large group of fellow 
priests, parishioners, family and friends.  The 
principal concelebrants were Rev. William 
Jerome Bracken, C.P. Rev. Msgr. Gerard Mc-
Carren, Rev. Msgr. Andrew Szaroleta, and 
Rev. Dennis Weezorak, pastor of St. Mary 
Church.  The homily was delivered by Rev. 
Edward Flanagan, pastor of Nativity of Our 
Lord Church in Monroe Twp.  He recalled 
that Father Jason served the parish very well 
with his hard work and enthusiasm, and he 
was well received by members of the par-
ish.  Father Jason looked very comfortable 
and at ease, as he conducted his first Mass.  
He looked like he had been doing this for 
many years.  His parents Steven and Nancy 
Pavich received gifts for their support and 
encouragement of his religious studies.  St. 
Mary Music Director Chris Deibert orga-
nized the music and directed the St. Mary 
Church choir.  Cantor Monique Pelletier and 
the choir filled the church with wonderful 
sounds.  Michael Kurtz helped organized 
the outstanding program.  

After Mass, the public was invited to 
join Father Jason for refreshments at the 
St. Mary School cafeteria.  On the previ-
ous day, Saturday, May 26th, Father Jason 
was ordained with two other priests by 
Bishop Paul Bootkoski in a special ceremony.  
Bishop Bootkoski elevated the three men 
and encouraged them to treat people with 
goodness, kindness and understanding.  He 
urged them to be firm in their convictions, 
and in their teaching.  

Following a three-month stay in Colom-
bia, South America, to learn Spanish, Father 
Jason will serve as parochial vicar at St. Ber-
nard of Clairvaux Parish in Bridgewater. 

Father Jason Pavich

The state champion Melrose Blackhawks Drum and Bugle Corps is pictured at Sayreville’s 
Memorial Day Parade.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Wilson School principal Georgia Bau-
mann recently retired after 50 years in the 
educational field.  The popular principal 
was given a special surprise celebration 
at the school, as students sang songs, read 
poems, and told fun facts about Mrs. Bau-
mann.  In addition, she was showered with 
flowers, cards, many gifts, and will have a 
tree planted in her honor.  She made a huge 
impact on the Sayreville school system, and 
has worked as a teacher, district director of 
language arts, foreign arts; district supervi-
sor of talented and gifted program, which 
she planned and implemented;  director of 
curriculum 2004-11 in addition to her most 
recent role as principal from 1998-2012.  
She is loved by so many people in the town 
of Sayreville, and will be greatly missed 
by all.  Congratulations on your outstand-
ing career!

Principal Retires
(Article/Photo courtesy of Amy Steuber)

Fireworks At The 
Bay July 3

“Come watch Raritan Bay explode 
with excitement.”  Celebrate the Amboys on 
Tuesday, July 3rd at Raritan Bay Waterfront 
Park for a certified City of South Amboy 
“good time event.” The 4th of July extrava-
ganza features a FREE concert featuring 3 
bands, and kicks off with “Package Goods” 
from 6-6:40 p.m., followed by “Return of 
the Bomb Squad” from 6:45-7:30 p.m., and 
the headlining group, “Rory Kelly,” all the 

(Continued on page 3)Doyle, Perrette Win 
Primary

Sayreville’s incumbent councilman 
Nick Perrette and newcomer Larry Doyle 
won the Republican Primary election, de-
feating incumbent councilman Frank Bella.  
Doyle was the top vote-getter with 521, fol-
lowed by Perrette 477, and Bella 304.

The winners will face Democratic Party 
newcomers Ricci Melendez and David Mc-
Gill in November.

Melrose Blackhawks Win 25th Title
(Article submitted)

On June 9th, the Melrose Blackhawks 
traveled down the Parkway to compete for the 
NJ American Legion State Drum and Bugle 
Corps title.  They came away with another 
victory, making it 25 titles for the Sayreville 
based Drum Corps.  The corps Honor Guard 
placed 3rd in the competition.

The corps is celebrating its 33rd Anni-
versary season in 2012.  The corps history 

is storied.  It has won numerous titles in 
Fireman’s parades throughout NJ and NY.  
It has represented the NJ State American 
Legion at their national conventions in 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Indianapolis, and 
Charlotte, NC.  It was the first Senior Drum 
and Bugle Corps to perform at Walt Disney’s 
Magic Kingdom.  The corps has also per-

(Continued on page 20)

100th Anniversary of First Airmail Flight
Collectors Section Pages 15-17
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Independence Day 
Celebration

The Borough of Sayreville will hold its 
Independence Day Celebration on Sat., June 
30th starting at 4 p.m.  The event will feature 
lots of rides & games, food, fun for everyone, 
and entertainment by Glen Burtnik & Friends 
performing a British Invasion Concert.  The 
fireworks display starts at 9:30 p.m.  Rain 
date is Sun., July 1st at 4 p.m.
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The Sacred Heart Holy Rosary Society gathered with Pastor Father Joe Romanoski for a 
photo at Memorial Hall during the festive farewell celebration.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

60th Anniversaries
Leroy and Rosemary Kurtz of South 

Amboy recently celebrated their 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary.  Rose and Rich Muchanic 
also of South Amboy, also celebrated their 
60th.  Congratulations to the wonderful 
couples!

K of C Poster Contest Winner
Congratulations to Our Lady of Victo-

ries student Ayah Talavera who was the state-
wide winner in a poster contest sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus, for alcohol 
awareness and drug abuse. 

Dr. Konick Dies
Dr. Emery Konick Jr., 78, of Metuchen,  

died on May 20.  Most locals will remember 
him as the great sportswriter for the old Perth 
Amboy Evening News, where his column 
“Konick’s Corner” was a must read for sports 
fans.   Most recently, from 1989-2009, he 
wrote for the Home News Tribune, cover-
ing locals competing in college athletics.  
He was President of the New Jersey Sports 
Writers Association from 1990-2011.  He 
was a good guy and will be missed.  God 
Bless Emery! 

In Memoriam
John “Jack” Keating, 83, formerly of 

South Amboy died on May 25.  He was a 
former Captain of the Mechanicsville Hose 
Co.  John Bielak Jr., 61, of South Amboy died 
on May 27.  Affectionately known as “Bear” 
by those who knew him, he was one of the 
good guys, and liked by everyone.  Esther 
Kurtz Buickerood, 84, of South Amboy, died 
on May 31.  She was a very kind-hearted, 
generous woman admired by all.  Esther was 
also an avid SA Times reader/contributor.  
Susan Christensen, 60,  of South Amboy died 
on June 1.  She was a manager at McDonald’s 
on Rt. 9 Old Bridge, and worked there for 
22 years.  She was a very kind lady with a 
terrific personality.  Joseph Criscuolo, 81, 
of Parlin died on June 8.  He was an usher 
at St. Bernadette’s Church, helping at the 10 
a.m. Mass, and also worked at the Friday 
Senior Bingo.  Robert “Smokey” Ryan, 65, 
of South Amboy died on June 13.  He was 
a Vietnam War hero, who served with the 
25th Infantry in Nam from 1968-69, and 

(Continued on page 18)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. He was not a Sayreville Councilman 
in 1980?  a. Felix Wisniewski  b. Thomas 
Kuberski c. James Zagata
2.  In ’65, where was Gus Potts Deli located 
in South Amboy?  a. S. Stevens Ave. b. 
Broadway c. Bordentown Ave.
3. Zuback’s was located in what section of 
Sayreville in ’75?  a. Melrose b. President 
Park c. Morgan
4. South Amboy’s mayor in 1980?  a. J. 
Thomas Cross b. William O’Leary c. Rich-
ard Schultz
5. In ’83, where was Vince’s Rental located 
in Sayreville?  a. Scott Ave.  b. Main St. c. 
Washington Rd.
6. South Amboy’s finance director in ’93?  
a. Ronald Burgess b. Frank Minnick c. 
Michael Miloski
7. Where is the Sayreville VFW Memorial 
Post No. 4699 located?  a. MacArthur Ave. 
b. Jernee Mill Rd. c. Pulaski Ave.
8. In 1970, this South Amboy resident was 
appointed Sports Editor of The News Tri-
bune?  a. George Francy b. Bill Sullivan c. 
Ron Kukulski
9. The pastor of St. Bernadette’s Church in 
1977?  a. Rev. Andrew Szaroleta b. Rev. 
Thomas O’Dea c. Rev. Frank Russo
10. What year was Kenneth Kokoszka hired 
as South Amboy Board of Ed secretary/
school business administrator?   a. 1990 b. 
1992 c. 1994
11. Where was Jersey Central Power & Light 
Co. Sayreville Generating Station located 
in ’82?  a. River Rd.  b. Bordentown Ave.  
c. Oak Street
12. St. Mary’s Grammar School principal 
in 1969?  a. Sister M. Beata b. Sister M. 
Robertus c. Sister M. Cleophas

Answers
1c 2c 3c 4a 5b 6a 7b 8c 9b 10c 11a 12b. 

Brinamen Dies At 
59

Former South Amboy Police Officer, 
PBA Local #63 President, Thomas Brinamen 
59, died on May 27th.  Tom served the City 
of South Amboy for many years, and retired 
in 1991.  A generous man and dedicated 
member of the community, he served with 
the U.S. Coast Guard during the Vietnam 
War.  He was well-respected throughout the 
City and will always be remembered.

35th Frog Hollow 5K 
Race

The 35th Annual Frog Hollow 5K Run & 
Health Walk, “The Run Through the Streets 
of South Amboy Hills & Flats will be held 
on Sat., June 30, rain or shine.  Advanced 
registration is $20, or $25 at the gates.  For 
more info call Dan at 732-721-6592 or check 
out the website at: www.froghollowswim.
com.  All proceeds will be donated to the 
South Amboy Fire Dept. and South Amboy 
First Aid Sqaud evenly.
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Father Stanley Says 
Hello

By Steve Schmid
Newly-installed Sacred Heart Church 

Pastor Father Stanley Gromadzki celebrated 
his first Mass Saturday June 16.  He said 
he asked to come to Sacred Heart when 
he learned Father Joseph Romanoski was 
leaving the parish.  He was glad Bishop 
Paul Bootkoski granted his request.  Father 
Gromadzki said he’s known Father Joe for 
years, and noted that it will be hard to fill 
his shoes, but he’ll give it his very best.  He 
plans to work hard to keep Sacred Heart 
School running and build upon the success 
of Father Romanoski.  

Deacon Serg Bernatchez welcomed 
Father Stanley and the crowd in the church 
gave the new pastor a round of applause, 
which made him feel right at home.  Father 
Stanley had been serving as Pastor of St. 
Mary of Ostrabrama in South River in his 
most recent assignment.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Joseph R. Bulman, Esq.

South Amboy attorney Joe Bulman (r), who is celebrating his 35th anniversary as a NJ 
attorney, is pictured with his sister Madeline Bulman Perro, who is his secretary/office 
manager.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Joe Bulman is the proprietor of the 
law offices of Joseph R. Bulman, Esq., 
located at 108 South Broadway in South 
Amboy.  This month, Joe is celebrating 
his 35th Anniversary as a New Jersey at-
torney, and he is also admitted to practice 
law in the State of New York.

Over his long career, Joe has practiced 
in a wide range of legal fields, including 
such diverse areas as motor vehicle and 
other municipal court matters, wills, trusts 
and estates, commercial and residential 
real estate, personal injury, zoning and 
planning, business and commercial law, 

and consumer law.  Because of his exten-
sive experience in those various areas of 
the law, Joe is proud to offer to his clients, 
both new and old, “a full-service law 
office experienced in handling a variety 
of legal matters.”

Joe also has made new law in New 
Jersey on a number of occasions, with 
his clients’ cases being reported in law 
books as legal precedents.

Contact Joe at: phone-732-727-
8687; fax 732-727-8695 for a free con-
sultation and visit his office website at:  
jrbulmanlaw@optonline.net.

Music At St. Mary’s
Sunday, July 15 
11:05AM   Eugene Ng, piano
Eugene Ng is an exceptionally talented 

young pianist, now returning to Saint Mary’s 
for his second performance in recital.  Come 
and witness the very future of classical mu-
sic!  Free-will offering

Sunday, August 5
11:05 AM   Victoria Griswold, piano
Critically acclaimed international re-

citalist Victoria Griswold makes her  third 
recital appearance at Saint Mary’s by per-
forming works for the  piano composed by 
women composers of the past two centuries.    
Free-will offering

YMCA 
Congratulates High 

School Grads
The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, 

Woodbridge & South Amboy is dedicated 
to nurturing young children, supporting 
local families, and strengthening our com-
munity.  As families in our community are 
celebrating the academic achievements of 
their loved ones, we would like to extend 
our congratulations to all local high school 
graduates!  The South Amboy Branch YMCA 
would like to extend a special congratulations 
to our Y employees that have graduated this 
month: Danielle Iosue, Patrycia Maslowska, 
Sebastian Moczulski, Riley O’Brien, and 
Megan O’Donnell.  We wish you the best 
in all of your future endeavors!

Fireworks At The 
Bay July 3

(Continued from page 1)

way from North Carolina, that features for-
mer South Amboy resident, Mike Kelly on 
drums, and his son Rory the frontman.  This 
recording group is on the rise in the music 
world, and has an upcoming European tour 
to promote its new album, “Don’t Shake My 
Family Tree.”  Kelly’s son Rory Kelly is the 
lead singer/guitarist, and Billy Miller plays 
a pounding bass.  The Fireworks Display 
gets underway at 9:20 p.m.

Bring your lawn chair and spend an 
evening under the stars on the beautiful 
Raritan Bay!  Free shuttle service to the park 
will be available from the NJ Transit Parking 
Lot.  For additional info, contact events@
southamboynj.gov.

The South Amboy Police Dept. an-
nounced that absolutely no alcoholic bev-
erages will be permitted.  Also, state law 
prohibits the use of personal fireworks, and 
this law will be strictly enforced.  Pets are 
strongly discouraged from being present 
during the fireworks performance.  This is 
for both their safety and the safety of the 
general public.

Kitty Bowers and her grandson had plenty of great items for sale at South Amboy’s Annual 
Townwide Yard Sale on June 23rd.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Yearbook-South Amboy 2002
By Tom Burkard

“I’m Real” by Jennifer Lopez with Ja 
Rule topped the music charts in September 
2001, when the South Amboy HS seniors 
returned for their final year.  They were back 
in class for less than a week when the horrible 
911 tragedies shocked the world…The 2002 
yearbook was titled “Some Things Never 
Change,” and it was dedicated to Stacey 
Weinstein.  Mrs. McAlister was the princi-
pal, and some of her fine faculty included; 
Ken Blekeski, Cathy Charmello, Robert 
Dougherty, George Gundrum, Charlotte 
Kierst, Gary Kuhn, E. Mulligan, T. Reilly, 
J. Schnyderite…

The senior class officers were Eddie 
Beshada, Pres.;  Randy Fallon, V.P.; Nick 
Blum, Sec.; Heather Letts, Treas…Extra- 
curricular activities were plentiful, such as 
the musical productions “Guys and Dolls,” 
and also “Wizard of Oz;” the Walkathon for 
the March of Dimes; Fright Fest; the Food 
Drive for the St. Vincent de Paul Society; 
Spirit Week; Homecoming 2001, which 
featured Ed Beshada as king and Monika 
Walesa as queen.  There were also countless 
other groups…

The 2002 seniors were: Benjamin 
Bajkowski, Viktor Bober, Orlando Clavero, 
Erin Connors, Thomas Dalfonzo, Andrew 
David, Shawn Dexter, Maria Diniz, Barbara 
Dula, Stephanie English, Robert Fischer, 
Ryan Frisch, Ross Furia, Matthew Gon-
salves, Marius Gromadzki, Catherine Grzy-

bala, Lisa Halmo, Sara Humphrey, Christina 
Kelly, Cheri Kurtiak, Tara Lawrence, Jason 
Mages, Tiffany Miller, Hope Mohamed, 
Krzysztof Mroczkowski, Urszula Nicewicz, 
Steven O’Brien, Robert Pansini, Jeffrey 
Parmenter, Jason Rand, Nial Reddan, Sean 
Reddan, Nicole Richiusa, Christopher Riley, 
Suzanne Smith, Michelle Sweatt, Joann 
Tomaszewski, Greg Tulowiecki, Gladys 
Vargas, Monika Walesa, Vanessa Gonza-
les, Jennifer Zara, James Ziola, Jaroslaw 
Zwiercan, Nickolas Blum, Lauren Brady, 
Janusz Kmieciak…Please take a moment 
of silence to remember 2002 classmate 
Robert McCarthy, who recently died on 
May 24…

Some of the many talented senior ath-
letes included: Kenny Batiuk, Randy Fallon, 
Brian Hyslop, Heather Letts, Daniel Nuzzie, 
Melissa Poulsen, Melissa Rainone, Regan 
Rone (Best  girls’ soccer player in school 
history, plus a member of the 1,000-points 
club in basketball), Marcelos Santos, Dani-
elle Ball, Mariusz Choinski, Stacey Con-
nors, Karolina Debek, Krzystof Glomski, 
Jennifer Keesing, Jennifer Kurtz, Timothy 
Ricablanca, Daniel Rowley, Michelle Szat-
kowski, Amber Witham… 

At graduation time, “Foolish” by Ashan-
ti was the #1 hit song in the nation…The 
South Amboy HS Class of 2002 had many 
fine young adults who have worked hard 
and become successful in life…
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Vacant Police 
Positions On 

Budget
The Borough of Sayreville’s five vacant 

positions in the Police Department will re-
main in the 2012 municipal budget, following 
the council’s vote to amend it again to lower 
the tax hike.  Two part-time police positions 
that have salaries of $15,000, and $25,000, 
plus three patrolman slots at $75,000 are 
still vacant.

TV Shows Worth 
Watching?

Did you ever watch any of the following 
TV shows?  If so, let us know your favorite 
and why you like it.

“Swamp People;”  “American Pick-
ers,” “Call of the Wildman;” “Gator Boys,” 
“Duck Dynasty,” “Billy the Exterminator,” 
“Mountain Men,” “Bayou Justice.”
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The Trinity United Methodist Church recently held a special service in memory of the late 
Gary Mihok, a Marine, who was an active member of the church, and Vietnam War hero.  A 
flag was raised by US Marines, and a monument stone was placed in his memory near the 
church.  Pictured at the service are members of Gary’s family including his wife, daughter, 
mother-in-law and 3 grandsons.  (Photo/info courtesy of Pat Haltli)

Priests Celebrate Jubilees
By Tom Burkard

Several priests who at one time or an-
other were connected to our local churches 
or schools, recently celebrated milestone 
jubilees of their ordination into the priest-
hood.  Some of the following names should 
be familiar to you.

50 Years-Father William “Bill” Mick-
iewicz is a parochial vicar of St. John Neu-
mann Church in Califon, which he helped to 
establish.  He attended Our Lady of Victories 
Elementary School, and graduated from St. 
Mary’s HS.

45 Years-Msgr. David I. Fulton of Our 
Lady of Victories Parish in Baptistown, was 
a parochial vicar at St. Mary’s Church in the 
late 1960’s.

45 Years-Msgr. Daniel J. Herlihy of the 
Transfiguration of the Lord Parish, Edison, 
was a parochial vicar at St. Mary’s.

40 Years-Msgr. Raymond L. Cole, pas-
tor of St. Joseph Parish, Hillsborough, was a 
parochial vicar at St. Mary’s South Amboy 
in the early 1980’s.

40 Years-Msgr. Robert J. Zamorski, 
rector of the Cathedral of St. Francis of 
Assisi, Metuchen, attended Sacred Heart 

Elementary School and graduated from St. 
Mary’s High School Class of 1964.

25 Years-Father Kevin P. Duggan who 
is the pastor of St. James the Less Parish, 
Jamesburg served briefly as administrator at 
St. Mary Church a few years ago.

25 Years-Msgr. Joseph G. Celano has 
been serving as pastor of St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux Parish, Bridgewater since 1999.  
In 2011, he was named Chaplain to His Ho-
liness with the title of Monsignor by Pope 
Benedict XVI.  He was a parochial vicar at 
St. Mary’s Parish in the late 1980’s.

Congratulations to all on your many 
years of service to God and the people of 
your churches!

Bus Trip To Atlantic  
City

The Sayreville Historical  Society will 
be conducting a bus trip to the Showboat 
Casino in Atlantic City on Sunday July 22, 
2012.  The bus will leave the Sayreville Se-
nior Center at 425 Main Street in Sayreville at 
10:45 a.m. and return at approximately 8:30 
p.m.  The cost is $35.00 and you will receive 
$30.00 in slot cash at the casino. A $10.00 
deposit is required by July 15, 2012, please 
contact Art Rittenhouse at 732-525-3208.

Job and Career 
Help At The 

Dowdell Library
South Amboy residents preparing to 

tackle career-orientated exams have an 
opportunity to try their hand at full-length 
practice tests. The Dowdell Library is of-
fering FREE and unlimited online access 
to more than 770 career and educational 
courses and practice tests. Improving the job 
search process, preparing for career certifi-
cation, raising college entrance test scores, 
and improving basic skills are all possible 
with just the click of a mouse.   Community 
members  with a library card can enjoy free, 
unlimited access to interactive skill building 
courses in math, reading, and writing as well 
as a broad range of practice tests  based on 
official exams such as firefighter, police 
officer, paramedic, Allied Healthcare, U.S. 
Citizenship, postal worker, cosmetology, and 
real estate agent/ broker exams or even GED 
prep. This valuable service is available 24/7 
from any Internet-enabled computer. 

The most up-to-date test preparation and 
skill-building resources are available which 
can help       in preparing for a wide range 
of academic and career-oriented exams. In 
addition, job-skills tutorials are available 
to assist in creating a great resume, honing 
interviewing techniques, and improving 
business communications.  In addition, you 
also have the option of selecting from e-Book 
titles to help prepare for success. 

So, get a library card today for access 
to this self-paced study, instant scoring, and 
diagnostic feedback which can be accessed 
from an Internet connection at home, work 
or at the library.        

So, no matter the stage in your profes-
sional life, the opportunity to learn could 
elevate your career. Visit the Dowdell Library 
of South Amboy’s web site at www.dowdell.
org (click on Learning Express) or drop in 
for a job and career expanding moment!  
Whether learning new skills, techniques, 
or training, additional education can either 
help you land that job or carry you to new 
heights. 

To find out more about how you can ac-
cess these free resources, contact the Dowdell 
Library    at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org or stop by and ask one of your 
librarians for more information!  This free 
service was made possible by a grant from 
the Dowdell Library Foundation and the 
Amboy Foundation.

Daniel Philip Downs Giovenco graduated 
from UMDNJ - School of Public Health on 
Wed., May 23rd, with a Master’s Degree in 
Public Health.  In addition, he received the 
Bernard D. Goldstein Award for cademic 
Excellence, which recognizes students with 
the highest GPA upon graduation.  He also 
was chosen to receive a $1,000 scholarship 
from the Werner O. Schilling Endowed 
Scholarship Fund, and he was inducted into 
the Alpha Eta Chapter of the Delta Omega 
Honorary Society in Public Health.  Danny will 
continue his studies at UMDNJ toward a PhD 
in Public Health. (Photo/Info Submitted)
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BIC Director Maryann Gordon (seated) gives kids, counselors and parents an overview 
of what to expect at their End of Year Barbecue behind the Boro Hall in Sayreville,  where 
they were also presented with  a check for the sum of $1,315.00 from the SWMHS Class 
of 1976. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Sayreville War Memorial High School 
Class Of ‘76 Rallies For BIC

By Kathy Phillips Denko and Pat Douglas
Being a child or an adult with a brain 

injury is no picnic.  But as picnics go, 
members of the SWMHS Class of 1976 
Reunion Committee can think of no other 
organization to spend their time with than 
the Sayreville Association for Brain Injured 
Children, better known as B.I.C.   And that’s 
just what they did on Saturday, May 19 th 
behind the Boro Hall building in Sayreville.  
Class of 76’s Kathy Phillips Demko, Pat 
Douglas, Jim Ashe, Gina Ruggiano Davis, 
Ron Sarno and the Class of 77’s Holly Heims 
Pitti were all on hand to enjoy the end of 
year B.I.C. barbecue with the kids.  B.I.C. 
director Maryann Gordon put the former 
Bombers in charge of the games that were 
brought along for the kids to participate in.  
Games included wiffle ball, golf, tic-tac-toe 
and the classic hula hoop.  They were also in 
charge of a tricky tray where the kids won 
prizes that included boogey boards, dolls, 

stuffed animals and various water bottles 
and other toys.  Some items were provided 
by the Sayreville High School. 

But that’s not the only reason they came 
out with the kids on a beautiful Saturday 
morning in May.  Their class was there to 
present a check to the B.I.C. organization.  
$1315.00 was collected from members 
of their class through the sale of DVD’s 
containing slides from their reunion last 
September 24 th , and a memorial DVD that 
was created to honor their classmates that 
have passed away. 

Ms. Gordon said that when she heard 
the class was collecting money for B.I.C. she 
would have been thrilled with a couple hun-
dred dollars.  $1315.00 was beyond anyone’s 
expectations, including the committee’s. 

“When you receive a $100.00 check 
in the mail from someone for $10 worth of 

(Continued on page 18)
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The Sayreville Cosmos FC participated in the 2nd Annual Father’s Day Tournament at the 
Sayreville Soccer Complex. They played against 2 local teams from East Brunswick and 
Marlboro to bring home 2 victories.  Great job boys! (Photo submitted by Katy Manrique)

Bartender Pat Kearns (r) pours a cold one for Jerry Poland of Morgan recently at Lagoda’s 
Saloon on Broadway in South Amboy.  Pat, who is 75, has the distinction of being “The 
Pleasant Little City’s” oldest female bartender.  Pat has been working at Lagoda’s for 11 
years, and previously worked at Duffy’s for 13 years.  She also worked at the Keg ‘N’ Cork 
in Old Bridge.  Pat said, “I like to hear stories from people, and it gets me out of the house.”  
(Photo/story by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy 
Soccer Camp

The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 
be hosting a Soccer Camp in partnership 
with Challenger Sports, the leading provider 
of soccer camps in the United States.  The 
Camp will run from Monday, July 9th through 
Friday, July 13th, and will be held at the South 
Amboy Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary 
Blvd in South Amboy, NJ.  Soccer Camp is 
open to children in grades 2+.

Each day, campers will focus on one 
of the five most frequently used skills in 
the game: dribbling, passing and receiving, 
shooting, heading and defending.  They will 
go through a progressive series of skill-build-
ing practices from unopposed to opposed, 
game related and finally into a game.  After 
an action-packed morning of soccer, the af-
ternoon will be filled with traditional Camp 
S.A.Y. activities such as swimming, arts & 
crafts and lots more!

Please visit the Welcome Desk of the 
South Amboy YMCA to register for Soccer 
Camp this summer.  For more information 
and pricing, contact the Welcome Desk at 
732-553-9622 or visit our website www.
ymcaofmewsa.org.

BIC Golf Outing
The Sayreville Brain Injured Children 

(BIC) Golf Outing will be held on Aug. 13th at 
Glenwood Country Club on Rt. 9 & Fairway 
Lane, Old Bridge.  For complete details and 
to reserve, call 732-254-8530.

BASKETBALL 
CAMP

Boys and girls ages 7 to 17 have two 
week-long opportunities to train with cel-
ebrated Head Coach Lynn Ust of Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School this 
summer. 

Each week runs from 9 AM to 3 PM 
and includes daily instruction, shooting 
techniques, games, skill stations, contests 
and awards for $150 per camper. Available 
weeks are July 2 – 6 and July 16 – 20 in the 
high school gym.

Coach Ust has been coaching girls bas-
ketball at CM/SMHS for eight years and also 
serves on the faculty as a gym teacher. She 
has won seven consecutive division titles, 
the GMC title in 2008 and was selected 
Coach of the Year in 2006 and 2009. Dur-
ing her tenure, her teams have had over 100 
consecutive division wins.

To sign up for the camp, please call 
Coach Ust at 908-227-8124 or email ust-
lynn@aol.com

Students Named 
to Dean’s List at 

Middlesex County 
College

A total of 1,012 students at Middlesex 
County College were named to the Dean’s 
List for Spring 2012. By towns:

Sayreville
Justin Amedeo, Nicholas Balzamo, 

Melissa Calamari, Shynee Christian, Chris-
topher Clark, Michael Clark, Shannon Conry, 
Nicholas Costello, Danielle Hogan, Brian 
Jewels, Uma Kalluri, Dorothy Kebaso, Na-
tasha Kieselowsky, Anna Kuffour, Qian Lin, 
Danielle Mitchell, Patrick Monaco, Caitlin 
Morris, Dalton Onifer, Thomas Tesar.

South Amboy
Anna Altunyan, Lindsay Haddox, 

Shawn Haslach, Andrew Izzo, Brooke 
Jarock, Khalil Khalil, Jason Latham, Kayla 
McDonald, Thomas Mierzwiak, Nader 
Mirtolooi, Anjali Patel, Nathaniel Ramos, 
Oscar Reyes, Kevin Riley, Shawna Rodg-
ers, MacKenzie Russell, Paul Saraiva, Hira 
Siddiqui, Danielle Tucka, David Wilday, 
Timothy Wilson, James Zamouzakis.

8

Scrabble Club
Join us to play a few rounds of Scrabble 

on the first and third Friday of each month 
at Sayreville Public Library. The library has 
a Scrabble Board, but you may bring your 
own also. No need to sign up in advance, 
just show up on July 6th and 20th from 1:30-
3:30 and make new friends! If you have 
any questions, email Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call (732) 727-0212 x25. 
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Cardinal McCarrick High School’s Valedictorian Amanda Kontor (left) and Salutatorian 
Arlene Offemaria (right).  (photo by Brian Stratton)

Wisdom Spoke
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1995

Wisdom Spoke
A little boy sat in a forest
Waiting to hear wisdom speak
Strength led the way by an acorn
“One day you’ll see, I’ll be a tree,
Grow to be strong not weak”
Hope came next by way of a bug
“One day, you’ll see, a butterfly I’ll be,
Things change but still don’t tug”
Faith followed next with a lump of coal
“Someday you’ll see, a diamond that’s 
me,
Darkness will form into brilliance-your 
soul”
Charity came by the breeze on his face
“Give of yourself flow free”
The little boy left his woodland place
Saying, “Wisdom has spoken to me.”

Attention South 
Amboy / Sayreville 

Residents:  
Sayreville Auxiliary Police are seeking 

new members to join its volunteer force. 
Interested applicants must be 18 years of 
age or older, be able to pass a criminal 
background check and possess a valid New 
Jersey driver’s license. 

Interested applicants can download an 
application from: www.sayrevillepoliceaux.
org, or send a letter of interest to: Sayreville 
Police Department, Attn: Auxiliary Police, 
1000 Main St., Sayreville, NJ 08872. 

Include your full legal name, address, 
phone number and a brief summary about 
yourself.

Have a Safe 
&

Happy 4th of July
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Sivilli Wins 
Scholarship

(Photo/info submitted)
Nicole Sivilli, a 2012 graduate of 

Sayreville War Memorial HS, and two other 
students each won a $1,000 scholarship 
award from the Middlesex County Retired 
Educators Association.   The 3 students have 
exemplified  the spirit of an outstanding 
student through their academic achieve-
ments, extracurricular activities and future 
goals.  Their enthusiasm can be seen in their 
work effort, community involvement and 
interpersonal skills.  Their positive attitude 
and leadership skills will help pave the 
way to success in college and their future 
achievements.

Nicole plans a career in Public Rela-
tions and has been accepted into Rutgers 
University.  She has attained high academic 
achievements in the Spanish Honor Society 
serving as Corresponding Secretary.  Nicole 
was an editor for the school newspaper.  
Not only does Nicole distinguish herself as 
a bright, inquisitive, energetic scholar, but 
reflects these qualities in her community, 
volunteering her services as a camp coun-
selor and at the Public Library.  Her parents 
are Camille and David Savilli.  Nicole’s 
grandmother Camille Provenza sponsored 
her for this scholarship.  Congratulations, 
Nicole! Tim Kubinak

Kubinak To Attend NASA Training 
Program
By Tom Burkard

Tim Kubinak, formerly of Sayreville, 
was one of only 50 teachers nationwide, 
selected to attend the 2012 Siemens STEM 
Institute Program, outside Washington, DC 
from July 29-Aug. 3.  In addition, he was 

chosen to attend a NASA training program 
at Langley Research Center, also during 
the summer.

Kubinak teaches sixth-grade math at 
John Yeates Middle School in Suffolk, VA, 
and is the son of former South Amboy/
Sayreville resident Bob Kubinak and the late 
Carolyn “Pinky” McCarthy Kubinak.

According to Kubinak, “The NASA 
program will continue through December 
with online meetings, and will provide 
resources and real experience with scien-
tific inquiry.”  He said he would focus on 
atmospheric science.

The Siemen’s program affords teachers 
an opportunity to discuss their teaching meth-
ods with top scientists and other innovators 
in the fields of science, engineering, math, 
and technology.  Tim said that, “We have 
so much competition internationally that 
we have to invest in our kids.  If we don’t, 
we won’t be as in demand as we are in most 
fields of science and technology.”

Congratulations, Tim and best of 
luck!

Herdman Inducted
 Andrea Herdman of  South Amboy 

was recently inducted into Lambda Pi 
Eta, the communications honor society 
at Rowan University.  Lambda Pi Eta is 
based off of GPA, community service, 
and leadership.  Andrea just completed 
her junior year at Rowan, majoring in 
Broadcast Journalism and minoring in 
Communication Studies.  Congratula-
tions, Andrea!  

Sisters Graduate
Jaclyn M. Keegan of South Amboy 

graduated from the Monmouth University 
Graduate School with her Masters Degree in 
Social Work and her sister Allyson K. Keegan 
also of South Amboy graduated from South 
Amboy HS, and will be attending Montclair 
State University in the fall.

Dean’s List
Olivia C. Mazanec, daughter of Ann 

& Raymond Mazanec, granddaughter of 
Mary Bringhurst, finished her first year at 
Monmouth University, and was named to 
the Dean’s List .  Olivia is studying Graphic 
Design & Psychology.  

Valedictorians, 
Salutatorians 

Selected
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s HS-

Valedictorian-Amanda Kontor; Salutatorian- 
Arlene Genevieve P. Offemaria.

Sayreville War Memorial HS-Vale-
dictorian-Pavan Shah; Salutatorian-Kinjal 
Patel.

South Amboy HS-Valedictorian-Tyler 
M. Simko; Salutatorian-Taylor Bernosky.  

Congratulations to all!

Richmond Inducted 
Into Honor Society

Matthew Richmond, son of Steven 
Richmond and the late Donna Krotosek 
Richmond, was inducted into the National 
Honor Society of Mechanical Engineers at 
Rutgers University in April.  Matthew is a 
junior, and on the Dean’s List.  He will be 
spending the summer in an internship for 
Mechanical/Aerospace Engineering at Or-
bital Science Company in Northern Virginia.  
Matt graduated in 2009 from South Amboy 
HS, and was the Valedictorian.

Wiater Receives 
Degree

Local South Amboy resident Matthew 
Wiater received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in business administration from Misericordia 
University.
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Our Lady of Victories in Sayreville held the Annual Outdoor Corpus Christi Celebration, 
which celebrated its Catholic tradition and belief in the Real Presence of Jesus-Body, 
Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Blessed Sacrament.  Pictured is Father Tom Ryan, Deacon 
Ed Majkowski and Deacon Tom Yondolino with parishioners at the first of three altars.  
(Photo/story courtesy of Mary Majkowski)

Dennis O’Leary of Parlin looks great at the 
wheel, as the “captain” on a trip with friends 
to the Twin Towers Museum in Highlands, 
NJ.  (Photo/info submitted)

YMCA Science 
Camp

The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 
be hosting a Science Camp for all those stu-
dents who want to further their fascination 
and curiosity for science!  The Camp will 
run for two weeks from Monday, July 16th 
through Friday, July 27th, and will be held at 
the South Amboy Y, located at 200 John T. 
O’Leary Blvd in South Amboy, NJ.  Science 
Camp is open to children in grades 2-6.

Each week-long camp is a hands-on 
collaborative science program incorporating 
chemistry and physical science. Children 
will see growing marshmallows, use gak 
and slime, and understand not-so-simple ma-
chines.  No prior science experience needed.  
After a morning full of experiments and 
science projects, the afternoon will consist 
of traditional Camp S.A.Y. activities such as 
swimming, arts & crafts and lots more!

Please visit the Welcome Desk of the 
South Amboy YMCA to register for Science 
Camp this summer.  For more information 
and pricing, contact the Welcome Desk at 
732-553-9622 or visit our website www.
ymcaofmewsa.org.
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Sergeant McCabe (l) and Patrloman Kester (r), are shown after just receiving the torch for 
the 29th Annual Law Enforcement Special Olympics Run from our neighboring Sayreville 
Police Dept.  The South Amboy Police officers proceeded to run the torch to the Perth 
Amboy Police Dept., and they in turn ran it to Woodbridge.  The funds are raised to keep 
the Special Olympics functional for the needy children of N.J.  (Photo/info courtesy of Joe 
Lotkowictz) 

Branden Lenahan, a member of Boy Scout 
Troop 91 in South Amboy, recently received 
the honor of Eagle Scout.  Congratulations!  
(Photo/info submitted)

Richmond Attains Rank Of Eagle Scout
(Article submitted)

Walkersville, Maryland Boy Scout 
Troop 1070 and their sponsoring organiza-
tion the Glade Valley Lions Club are proud 
to announce that Scott Joshua Richmond 
has been awarded the rank of Eagle Scout.  

He is the son of Chris Richmond and Judith 
Pelczar Richmond, both formerly of South 
Amboy, currently residing in Walkersville, 
MD, and the grandson of Bruce and Anne 
Richmond of South Amboy.

Scott started his scouting experience in 
Sept. 2001 as a tiger.  He attended multiple 
years of BSA summer camps, including 
Sea Base in the Florida Keys, and earned a 
total of 40-merit badges in route to his Eagle 
achievement.  He held the leadership position 
of Chaplain’s aid and received the Catholic 
religious medal Ad Altare Dei.

For his service project, Scott designed 
and built a prayer garden for a women’s 
shelter in Sabillasville, MD.  His project 
entailed the designing, building, and install-
ing gravel paths, a wooden cross, a fire pit, 
and several wooden garden benches.

Scott is a graduating senior at Walkers-
ville HS.  He currently works for Western 
Maryland’s Soccer Officials Association as 
a soccer referee.  He has been accepted into 
Wentworth Institute of Technology’s Boston, 
architecture program. 

South Amboy High School’s Valedictorian Tyler Simko (left) and Salutatorian Taylor Hope 
(right).  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Real Estate 
Seminar – Avoid 

Foreclosure
Are you having trouble keeping up 

with your mortgage payments? Have you 
received a notice from your lender asking 
you to contact them? The further behind you 
become, the harder it will be to reinstate 
your loan and the more likely that you will 
lose your house. Sara Yaghini, Short Sales 
Specialist, and

Richard Klein, Esq. offer valuable 
information about foreclosure prevention 
in the first of two Real Estate seminars at 
Sayreville Public Library on Wednesday 
July 11, 2012 at 7:00 PM. Register online 
or contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or 
call 732-727-0212 ex. 25.

12
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Sacred Heart Church Pastor Father Joseph Romanoski addresses the Holy Name Society 
of St. Bernadette’s Parish, in one of his last public speaking engagements in the area, prior 
to his relocation to Simpsonville, SC.  Pictured with Father Joe is Tom O’Leary, President 
of the St. Bernadette’s Holy Name Society.  (Photo/info courtesy of Albert Bellas)

Summertime In The Raritan Bay Area
1920-1960-Part 1

By Fran Fitzmorris

During the early 1900’s, the citizens 
of South Amboy swimming was confined 
mostly to the Swan Hill area and the nearby 
Minnie Ditch, both located near the railroad 
tracks, and not very aesthetic to attract people 
to swim in.  Morgan Beach was also an op-
tion.  Not only did people swim, but fishing 
was popular along with hunting in the woods 
next to the Morgan Estates.  In researching, 
I uncovered South Amboy’s attempt to at-
tract people to its beaches, by building a 
beach pavilion.  The “new” pavilion was 
built along the shore front between John and 
George Streets.  It became very popular, so 
popular that rows of booths along Rosewell 
Street were added.  Food and drinks were 

sold along with the world famous Kewpie 
dolls, and the town added a dance platform 
with 2 nights of dancing, while Vaudeville 
shows were also performed on that stage.  
The stage was built right on the shore front 
where athletic exhibitions could also take 
place.  How long was the pavilion there?  
I’m not sure since no other information 
has been found.  The opening of Laurence 
Harbor and Cliffwood Beach for amusement 
rides, and entertainment was probably one of 
many reasons this pavilion area was never 
mentioned again.  

*See Part 2 on Laurence Harbor in the 
July issue.
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Sayreville’s Memorial Day Parade

Pictured (l-r) Sayreville Councilman Dan Buchanan, Assemblyman Craig Coughlin, 
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, Councilman Bill Henry.

Sacred Heart Pastor Father Joseph Romanoski (c) marches with the Catholic War Veterans 
Sacred Heart Post 578.

Sayreville War Memorial HS was well-represented by these talented teenagers.

“Old Glory” flies proudly in Sayreville, NJ, as 
people all over America celebrated Memorial 
Day.

14

Everyone was proud to be an American at the 
huge Sayreville Memorial Day Parade.

(Photos by Tom Burkard)
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(Photos by Tom Burkard)
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 Car Show/Flea 
Market

Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1 
will hold its 13th Annual Antique & Classic 
Car Show on Sunday, Aug. 5th from 12:30-
4 p.m. , with a Sunday, Aug. 12th rain date.  
The fun-filled event , geared for the entire 
family will be held on Broadway, South 
Amboy, and feature cars, delicious food, 
vendors, and much more!  For more info 
call 908-930-3497.

NY Mets Trip
July 21

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 sponsors an outing to beautiful 
Citi Field Sat., July 21 at 1:10 p.m. to see the 
Mets battle the Los Angeles Dodgers with 
All-Star outfielder Matt Kemp and Cy Young 
Award winner Clayton Kershaw.  Cost of 
$70 includes a Mets gift, Edgardo Alfonso 
bobble head doll, game ticket, roundtrip mo-
tor coach transportation, sandwich, snacks, 
and beverages.  For tickets call Steve at 
732-727-1707.

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

material, and they say  ‘Give it all to 
B.I.C.’, it makes you feel good inside.  What 
a great class we have!”  Pat Douglas said.  In 
some cases people gave money and didn’t 
even want the DVD’s.  They even collected 
over $100 at the Sayreville War Memorial 
High School Hall of Fame Banquet.  

Many who donated are former B.I.C. 
volunteers who have a special attachment 
to the organization and have nothing but 
wonderful things to say about it and their 
director Maryann.  They remember their 
time at B.I.C. like it was yesterday. They 
even talk about the ‘kids’ they were once 
in charge of as if they were part of their 
families.   “They were very special kids, now 
adults, who will always be in my heart.” said 
Robin Berg, former B.I.C. worker and class 
of 76 contributor. 

B.I.C. functions on donations and 
fundraising alone. They could not do any 
of the fun things they do for the children 
without the financial assistance of so many 
good people.   This wonderful organization 
is in it’s 44th year of providing year round 
recreation programs to children and adults 
with disabilities. “It really is an outstanding 
organization working for a great cause.”  
said SA Times Founder and Publisher, Tom 
Burkard. 

The committee would like to thank the 
class of 1977 for their generosity as well.  
And they also want to thank 76’ers Kathy 
Parker Holthausen who first proposed sell-
ing DVD’s for charity, and Vicky Kane who 
proposed making B.I.C. the benefactor.  
Thank you ladies, for your ideas and for 
your generosity! 

If you would like to give to this worthy 
cause, donations can be sent to the Sayreville 
Association for Brain Injured Children at 251 
Jernee Mill Road, Sayreville, NJ 08872. 

Sayreville War 
Memorial High 

School Class Of ‘76 
Rallies For BIC

(Continued from page 7)

was awarded a CIB, 3 Purple Hearts, and 
a Bronze Star.  He was also a Past Com-
mander of the American Legion, Luke A. 
Lovely Post 62, South Amboy, and served 3 
different terms as Commander.   “Smokey” 
was a 3rd Team All-City League catcher in 
’72 in the South Amboy Men’s Senior Slow 
Pitch Softball League.  In ’73 he batted .406 
with 2 homers. 

Pasquale “Pat” Pizzillo, 92, of South 
Amboy died on June 18 . He served with 
the US Navy in WW II aboard the USS 
Missouri.   Pat was employed for 40 years 
by Pennsylvania Railroad, and later Con-
rail before retiring in ’80.  William “Chip” 
Munck, 86, of South Amboy died on June 
20.  He was a U.S. Marine in WW II, and 
participated in the amphibious landing at 
Saipan, Tinian, Okinawa.

May we remember them for all the hap-
piness they brought us through the years.

18

Dr. Patrick McCabe (l) principal of South Amboy High School presents Breanna P. Smith 
(r) with the Franklin D. English Scholarship at the school’s recent graduation ceremony.  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

The drawing of the 2012 FRANKLIN D. ENGLISH SCHOLARSHIP was held recently.  Left 
to right: Thomas E. Downs IV, Elaine R. Gaber, Library Director, Bob Pawlik. 
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Retro Rockin’ Thru The Years

1963-This is the first off-shoot band of “The 
Hubcaps,” and it was called “Toni Lynn & The 
Hubcaps.”  Pictured (l-r) Greg Origo, Ray 
LaBranch, Toni Lynn, Darryl James.

1966-The Hubcaps (l-r) ?, Darryl James, Ray LaBranch, Greg Origo.

1982-The Rogues Karen Cinkay (sitting).  
Others (l-r) Joe Cleveland, Skip Heinze, 
Tony Thomas, Phil Heinze, Greg Origo.  (All 
photos courtesy of Greg Origo)

1974-The group now became “Play House.”  Pictured (l-r) “Iron Mike” Pitowski, Skip Heinze, 
Phil Heinze, Karen Cinkay, Tony Thomas, Greg Origo.

By Clem Skarzynski

Hey rockers!  Just connected with good 
friend and drummer Mr. Greg Origo, who 
when I the writer was a mere 15 years old, 
(A veteran guitar player of 2 years) asked 
me to join him, guitarist Darryl James, and 
bassist Glenn Giles as a member of “The 
Crescents,” an off-shoot of “The Hubcaps.”  
This was my introduction to the club circuit 
(Hey, no more school dances, block dances).  
Wow, this was “the big time.”  With no ABC 
card, I had to spend our breaks in the liquor 
room of the illustrious Pink Elephant Lounge 
in Perth Amboy, which is where and when 
I began my relationship with Four Roses.  
That’s another story…

It’s amazing how all of us local musi-
cians “hooked up” thru our early years of 
playing Rock ‘N’ Roll.  Other local talent 
that was a part of this era was guitarists 
Rick Donnelly and Ken Wojcik, bassist Bob 
Wickley and keyboardist Bruce Karr.

The first Hubcaps off-shoot consisted 
of Greg Origo, drums; Darryl James, guitar; 
Ray “Red” LaBranch, bass and vocals, and 
featuring Miss Toni Lynn on vocals.  This 
band did the circuit from 1963-67.  Now, 
thru that period (63-67), the previously 
mentioned “Crescents” were born, and filled 

in the gaps when “Toni Lynn and The Hub-
caps” couldn’t.  The Crescents were around 
using the aforementioned local musicians as 
needed from ’64 to ’66.  I’ve gotta tell you, 
being 15 at the time,  that was like “playing 
with the Stones” now…

1966 brought about The Hubcaps 
without Toni Lynn, with Greg Origo, Darryl 
James, Ray LaBranch, myself (the writer), 
and either Glenn Giles or Bob Wickley on 
bass.  This combo lasted thru ’67.  As the 
years went by, we all went our separate ways 
with numerous groups, as did Greg.  In 1974, 
he hooked up with “Iron Mike” Pitowski, 
Skip and Phil Heinze, Tony Thomas, and 
Karen Cinkay to form “Play House,” doin’ 
the disco thing and Top 40 chart.  Check 
out the leisure suits.  SWEET!  This band 
rocked until 1982.  Then Greg added Joe 
Cleveland to the lineup and “The Rogues” 
were born.

Greg’s been one of the “local rockers” 
to get in a studio and cut a record, two 45’s 
in fact.  That story will follow.

My thanks to Greg Origo and company 
for giving me the “shot to rock with the 
big boys years ago, and for the photos and 
their history. 
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Music Trivia
Summer Special

By Tom Burkard
1.__Summertime a. Justin Timberlake
2.__Summertime Blues b. John Travolta-Olivia Newton-John
3.__Here Comes Summer c. War
4.__Summer In The City d. Bryan Adams
5.__Boys Of Summer e. Frank Sinatra
6.__Summer Song f. Johnny Rivers
7.__Cruel Summer g. Seals & Crofts
8.__Summer Love h. Chad & Jeremy
9.__Summer Breeze i. Bananarama
10._In The Summertime j. Don Henley
11._Summer Rain k. The Lovin’ Spoonful
12._Summer Wind l. Jerry Keller
13._Summer of ’69 m. Blue Cheer
14._Summer n. Billy Stewart
15._Summer Nights o. Sly & The Family Stone
16._Hot Fun In The Summertime p. Mungo Jerry

Answers
1n 2m 3l 4k 5j 6h 7i 8a 9g 10p 11f 12e 13d 14c 15b 16o. 

Glen Campbell (r) along with his daughter Ashley (l) perform “Dueling Banjos” to the sold 
out crowd at Count Basie Theatre. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Glen Campbell’s Farewell Concert
By Tom Burkard

On May 26, the “Rhinestone Cowboy” 
himself, the legendary Glen Campbell,  took 
the stage at Count Basie Theatre in Red 
Bank, for the last time, accompanied by an 
outstanding backing band that featured his 
daughter Ashley on banjo/keys, and son 
Cal on drums.

At 76 years old, and battling Alzheimer’s 
disease, he managed to turn in a fine per-
formance that was well-appreciated with 
several standing ovations by his adoring fans 
throughout the hour-long concert.

Although he utilized tele-prompters 
across the front of the stage to help him with 
words to the songs, he still sounded terrific 
on his lead licks on most of his songs.  He 
even engaged in a duel with his daughter 
on the classic “Dueling Banjos,” answering 
her banjo note for note on his guitar.  Glen’s 
daughter watched over and assisted him on 
a couple of occasions, as many of those in 
attendance wiped away tears of sadness for 
their hero.

Campbell played all of his major hits, 
including “By The Time I Get To Phoenix,” 
“Wichita Lineman,” “Galveston,” Try A 
Little Kindness,”  “Where’s The Playground 
Susie,” “Honey Come Back,” and of course 
“Rhinestone Cowboy.”  His last number 1 
hit was “Southern Nights” in 1977, and that 
sounded great.  He also introduced a couple 
of songs from his new CD. 

In June 2011, Campbell revealed that 
he was suffering from Alzheimer’s disease, 
and also said that he had been suffering from 
short-term memory loss for years.  His star-

studded career featured a highly-successful 
variety show “The Glen Campbell Hour,” 
and in 1967, he won four Grammys in both 
country and pop music.  He also co-starred 
with John Wayne in the ’69 movie, “True 
Grit.”

Campbell is a member of the Country 
Music Hall of Fame and has sold over 45 
million albums.  In the 1960’s, he was a stu-
dio musician in popular demand, and was a 
member of a group of session players known 
as “the Wrecking Crew.”  He played guitar 
with The Beach Boys from Dec. ’64-March 
’65 as a fill-in for Brian Wilson, and also 
did session work with Elvis Presley, Frank 
Sinatra, Merle Haggard, Nat “King” Cole, 
Bobby Darin, Rick Nelson, Dean Martin, 
Jan & Dean, and The Monkees. In 1960, 
Campbell  played guitar with The Champs, 
who had a big instrumental hit, “Tequila.”  
He also played with The Hondells in ’64.

Country music superstar Trace Adkins had the crowd up dancin’ and singin’ to his signature 
song “Honky Tonk Badonkadonk during a recent sold out concert at Count Basie Theatre 
in nearby Red Bank.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Bongiovi Pasta 
Sauces

The new Bongiovi Brand pasta sauces 
are now available in Saker ShopRites in 
New Jersey and at www.bongiovibrand.
com.  Rock star Jon Bon Jovi’s father Jon 
Bongiovi Sr. is famous with family and 
friends for making the most delicious pasta 
sauces around.  The recipe was passed down 
starting in the 1800’s in Sicily by great 
grandmother Bongiovi to her son, and then 
to Bongiovi Sr.  

Bongiovi Brand sauces currently come 
in Marianar, Garden Style, and Spicy Arrab-
biata, for $7.99 a 24-ounce jar.  The products 
have been endorsed by Jon Bon Jovi, and 
there are plans to donate some of the money 
to needy charities.  Jon has been a long-time 
philanthropist and has helped thousands of 
the less-fortunate throughout the years.

Rumbles From 
The Rock ‘N’ Roll 

Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Hey cool cats and daddy-o’s out there…
Grab your girl, hop into your “bomb,” and 
head down to Sayreville’s Kennedy Park 
on Sat., Sept. 15th for the Sayreville Rec 
Department’s 4th Annual Car Show and 
Concert…With Central Jersey’s hot-rod DJ, 
“Richie Flash” spinning your favorite oldies, 
and hosting the show along with Sayreville’s 
Recreation Dept. Director Mr. Jerry Ust and 
staff…Bring your hot rod, custom, “lead 
sled,” race car or motorcycle, and there’s 
no entry fee with trophies for all classes.  
Hey, food and “goodie” vendors too.  And, 
great Rock ‘N’ Roll music featuring “The 
F.O.G.,”  “The Rockdaddys,” and Danny 
Toye’s solo acoustic act…So be there, or 
be square Daddy-O.  For more info call the 
Rec Dept. at 732-390-7092.

Hey rockers, check out the “Open Mic” 
jams at the South Amboy Knights of Colum-
bus Council #426.  Call 732-721-2025 for 
more info.  The “Open Mic” is usually held 
once a month on Fridays at the hall…Great 
crowd and entertainment…The bar is open 
with drinks and snacks.  Ray Suchcicki  is 
hosting the nites…Drums and amps and a 
sound system supplied…C’mon down, it’s 
a great time to meet and jam with fellow 
musicians, and meet friends old and new.  
Till next time, be well…

One Hit Wonders 30 
Years Ago

1982-Hooked On Classics-Royal Phil-
harmonic Orchestra; Pac-Man Fever-Buck-
ner & Garcia;  Key Largo-Bertie Higgins;  
Goin’ Down-Greg Guidry; I’ve Never Been 
To Me-Charlene; Tainted Love-Soft Cell; 
Nobody-Sylvia; Baby Come To Me-Patti 
Austin With James Ingram; Mickey-Toni 
Basil; Personally-Karla Bonoff; Let It Whip-
Dazz Band. 

#1 Pop Hits On 
June 30

2008-Viva La Vida-Coldplay
1994-I Swear-All-4-One
1985-Heaven-Bryan Adams
1975-Love Will Keep Us Together-The 
Captain & Tennille
1962-I Can’t Stop Loving You-Ray 
Charles

#1 Country Hits On 
June 30

2005-Making Memories Of Us-Keith 
Urban
1991-The Thunder Rolls-Garth Brooks
1988-He’s Back And I’m Blue-The Desert 
Rose Band
1977-Lukenbach, Texas-Waylon Jennings
1969-Running Bear-Sonny James

Melrose 
Blackhawks Win 

25th Title
(Continued from page 1)

formed in Holiday Parades in Daytona 
Beach Shores, FL, as well as for the NY 
Yankees, NJ Nets, and Somerset Patriots.

The corps is always looking for new 
members.  Practices are on Sunday evenings 
at 6 p.m. at the Mickey Sedlak Civic Center 
behind Borough Hall in Sayreville.  There 
is no fee or dues.  For more info, call 732-
888-1467 or visit the corps website at www.
melroseblackhawks.com. 

Independence Day Celebration
The Borough of Sayreville will hold its 

Independence Day Celebration on Sat., June 
30th starting at 4 p.m.  The event will feature 
lots of rides & games, food, fun for everyone, 
and entertainment by Glen Burtnik & Friends 
performing a British Invasion Concert.  The 
fireworks display starts at 9:30 p.m.  Rain 
date is Sun., July 1st at 4 p.m.

Blues guitarist Jonny Lang performed at 
the Count Basie Theatre earlier this month, 
also on the bill was Buddy Guy. (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Champions

The Sayreville Bombers outstanding baseball team set a new school record for victories 
in a season, by finishing 25-3, and also captured the Red Division title with a 13-1 mark.  
Congratulations to Coach Mike Novak and team!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Bombers top pitchers Christian Campbell (r) and Scott Griffin (l) combined for a 15-2 record.  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

All-American selection Tommy Marcinczyk of 
Middlesex blasted a homer against Sayreville 
in the GMCT final.  He is the son of former 
Morgan resident Barry Marcinczyk.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Rich Klein, former Hoffman/South  Amboy 
girls softball/baseball coach, and one of 
the greatest coaches in NJ history,  was 
spotted at the GMCT baseball final.  Rich, 
who now resides in Florida, still treks back 
to NJ frequently, and keeps up with the local 
teams.  Great to see you, Rich!   (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s star bowler, Nicole Higgins is pictured after signing a letter 
of intent to attend and compete on the varsity bowling team at Sacred Heart University in 
Fairfield CT.  Pictured seated (l-r) Robert Higgins (father), Nicole, Dylan Higgins (brother), 
Karen Higgins (mother).  Standing (l-r) Coach Steve Jones, Coach Maureen Jones, Athletic 
Director Gil Pritchard.  (Photo by Brian Stratton/info submitted)

Sayreville Baseball: New Victory Record
The Bombers, no, not the New York Yan-

kees “Bronx Bombers,” but the Sayreville 
Bombers turned in an incredibly outstanding 
year, by setting a new record for wins in a 
single season, as they finished 25-3, .893.  
Coach Mike Novak’s Blue & Gray broke 
the old mark held by the ’74 team that fin-
ished 24-8-1 under Coach Norbert Smith, 
and captured the county and CJ Group IV 
championships.

Sayreville saw its 15-game winning 
streak snapped in the North Jersey 2 Group 
4 state tournament  semifinals, by a strong 
Hunterdon Central club, 7-0, as the Blue 
& Gray’s number 2 hurler Scott Griffin 
absorbed his only loss of the season.  The 
Bombers were seeded number 1 in this 
NJSIAA sanctioned contest.

In the Greater Middlesex County Tour-
nament semifinals, the Bombers, behind ace 
pitcher Christian Campbell’s 3-hitter stopped 
St. Joseph’s 3-0.  The victory broke the 38-
year old school record of 24 wins held by 
the 1974 club.

Top-seeded, and #2 in the state of N.J., 
Sayreville (25-2) met #3 seed, and #19 in 
the state, Middlesex (24-3) for the GMCT 
championship at the East Brunswick Tech 
field.  Many thought the game would be 
a low-scoring pitchers battle, as two of 
the county’s best, Christian Campbell of 
the Bombers and Tommy Marcinczyk for 
Middlesex faced off, but that was not to 
be the case.  Campbell led off with a long 
triple in the first inning, and scored the first 
run of the game on an RBI single by Matt 
Bouthillette, who also scored on a three base 
hit by Michael Carey, to give the locals an 
early 2-0 lead.

Trailing 3-1 in the top of the third, the 
lefty-hitting Marcinczyk led off with a solo 
home run over the right field fence to make it 
3-2.  The state of New Jersey home run king, 
Chris Petiya , another lefty batter, followed 
with a towering home run, also to right field, 
that they should have used a tape measure to 
see how far it traveled.  It was Petiya’s 13th 
home run of the year, and 28th of his career, 
and knotted the game at 3-3. 

Middlesex held a 5-4 lead in the top 
of the 6th inning, when 6 foot 5, powerfully 
built Brennan Price, another lefty slugger 
unloaded a no-doubt-about-it grand slam 
homer over the left center field fence, making 
it 9-4 and putting the game out of reach for 
the shocked Bomber boys.  The Blue Jays 
tacked on another run in the seventh, for the 
final 10-4 outcome and triumph over the 
heavily-favored Sayreville squad.

The Blue & Gray pitching staff allowed 
11 hits (3 home runs), and issued 9 walks, and 
the defense made 2 errors.  Despite seeing 
his dreams of a GMCT championship and a 
perfect 10-0 pitching record being shattered,  
Campbell never quit, and ripped 3 hits, that 
included his 100th career hit.  Carey belted 
a double and triple, while Matt Rivera also 
whacked a three-bagger for Sayreville.

The schedule was grueling for the 
Bombers, as they played 4 games in a week, 

including the 15-inning, two- day affair with 
Phillipsburg.  Overall, it was an amazing 
record-breaking run for Coach Mike Novak’s 
powerhouse Bombers, and the Borough of 
Sayreville is very proud of this team.  Con-
gratulations to Coach Novak and the team 
on a terrific season!  

Tourney  Tidbits
Bombers Coach Mike Novak, who 

started this season with a 10-year career 
mark of 110-114-2, has greatly improved 
thanks to this dream season, and now stands 
at 135-117-2 for 11 years…

Middlesex ace lefty Tommy Marcinc-
zyk, who garnered the win reminds us of a 
young Whitey Ford, about the same size, 
but more muscular.  Tommy’s father is none 
other than former Morgan resident Barry 
Marcinczyk, and you can bet that plenty 
of the local Marcinczyk family and friends 
were at the ballpark to cheer for Tommy.  
The talented Marcinczyk was a Preseason 
All-American pick, and has committed to 
Rutgers University…

Christian Campbell missed out on a 
rare chance to become a member of the 10-
victories in one season elite Bomber group, 
and also a chance to become only the second 
Sayreville pitcher in history to finish with a 
perfect 10-0 mark.  However, his 9-1 record 
improved his career numbers to 14-8, and  
moved him into a tie for 12th place on the 
All-Time Bombers victory list with Nick 
Spiewak. ..The Blue & Gray’s #2 chucker, 
Scott Griffin finished 6-1 on the year, and 
11-2 career, moving into a tie for 18th place 
with Jim Hockenjos. 

Sayreville was hooked up in a marathon 
North Jersey 2 Group 4 state tourney quar-
terfinal contest with a surprisingly tough 
Phillipsburg (13-10).  The game began on 
Sayreville’s home field, and went to the 
top of the 14th inning tied at 4-4 when it 
was called because of rain.  The following 
day, the action resumed at East Brunswick 
HS field, and the Bombers won it in the 
bottom of the 15th on a bloop-single to left 
that scored Vinnie Gambardella who led 
off with a double, to give the locals a 5-4 
victory.   The two teams used a total of 6 
pitchers and combined for 40 strikeouts, 
23 for Phillipsburg, and 17 for Sayreville.  
Junior lefty, Johnny Cabrera hurled 1-inning 
and chalked up the big “W.”  

In 2011, Sayreville was involved in 
another marathon game, losing to Perth 
Amboy in 17 innings.    

2012 Team Leaders
Batting
At Bats-Christian Campbell 106; Runs-

C. Campbell  40; Hits-C. Campbell  47, Matt 
Rivera 32, Vinnie Gambardella 30; RBI-
Gambardella 30, Mike Carey  24, Rivera 22, 
Liam Campbell 20; Doubles-Gambardella 
11; Triples-C. Campbell 6; Home Runs-C. 
Campbell 6; On Base Pct.-Rivera .557; Slug-
ging Pct.-C. Campbell .792; Stolen Bases-C. 
Campbell 9.

(Continued on page 22)
(More School Sports page 22)

Sayreville’s #1 pitcher and top hitter, Christian Campbell fires a fastball against Middlesex 
in the GMCT championship game.  Christian was a 1st Team selection for: All-Groups, 
All-State, Group 4, All-Middlesex, All-Area, in addition to being chosen Middlesex County 
Player of the Year in The Star Ledger, and also Player of the Year in Home News Tribune.  
Congratulations, Christian on a superb season!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

Circa 1960-Pictured is the talented Connie’s team from the Morgan Little League before it 
became the Little Fellas League.  Top row (l-r) Billy McKain, Robert Saunders, Gary Brennan, 
Nicky DeBiase, Tommy DeBiase, Tommy Beninato.  Bottom (l-r) Mike Manion, Charlie Muth, 
Craig Kierst, Bobby Slovik, Buddy Seibert, Eddie Dooling, Jimmy Seig, Stevie Jannos.  In 
front-Ronnie Jannos.  (Photo/names courtesy of Buddy Seibert)

Glory Days 
In Local 
Sports

1953-Perth Amboy St. 
Mary’s nipped the Eagles, 
6-4 in 8 innings, despite Pete 
Vail’s single and double.  
1960-St. Mary’s nipped Ma-
tawan, 5-4 in baseball behing 
winning pitcher Ed Conroy, 
who fired a 6-hitter and struck 
out 7.  He also drilled an RBI single.  Pat Ma-
rotta laced a single and double, Frank Ruszala 
an RBI double, and Jack Seaman added an 
RBI single. 1974-Sayreville squeaked by 
J.P. Stevens, 2-1 in the quarterfinals of the 
MCCBT.  Steve Makwinski was the win-
ning pitcher, hurling a beautiful 4-hitter and 
fanning 11.  He also hit what proved to be 
the game-winning 2-run homer in the first 
inning, as well as stroking 2 singles.  1983-
Hoffman shutout Spotswood, 10-0 behind 
winning pitcher John “Skeets” Skarzynski.  
Kevin Gorczyca and Peter Smith smacked 
2 hits and drove in 2 runs apiece.

1997-Sayreville’s golf team beat Wood-
bridge, 268-329.  Rusty Thomsen captured 
1st place with a 40, and was followed by 
teammates second place Mike Montalko 55, 
and third place Jay Fulton 57.  2003-South 
Amboy girls’ softball squad blasted Mother 
Seton, 11-1, behind Keryn Rosenberger’s 
5-inning 1-hitter.  Kristi Ruskuski laced a 
single and RBI double, and Jen Riehl ripped 
a two-bagger.

Diamond Dust
South Amboy Little Fellas League
30 Years Ago
1982
English Association 8 K of C 0-Winning 
pitcher Billy Moskal struck out 16 and 
blasted a home run.
Lions 9 PBA 7-Brian Gay had a perfect 4-
for-4 game for the winners.
Progressive 12 K of C 8-Brian DeBlis was 
the winning pitcher, and John Heflin went 
4-for-4.
Modern Trans 8 Enterprise 7-Mike Grover 
was the winning pitcher, and Ed Schaber 
drilled 3 hits.
Progressive 6 PBA 1-Paul Noble was the 
winning pitcher and struck out 14.
South Amboy Little Fellas League
45 Years Ago
1967
Progressive 5 Lions 4-Winning pitcher Larry 
Fratto got 3 hits, and offensive support from 
Mark Abbatiello, who blasted a double and 
triple, while Bob Levins hit a homer for 
the Lions.
K of C 3 Enterprise 1-Winning pitcher Wayne 
Kreiger fired a 4-hitter.  Kevin Nemeth ham-
mered a triple for Enterprise.
Rotary 5 First Aid 3-Gary Lange was the 
winning pitcher and drilled 2 doubles, while 
brother Charlie Lange belted a single and 
triple.  Jim Keegan went 3-for-3 for with a 
home run for FA.

T.H.E. 
Game

Year-1969
Sport-Baseball
Teams-Colonia 
(16-16) vs. Sayreville (18-6) in the Middle-
sex County Coaches Association Baseball 
Tournament (MCCABT) championship 
game.
Sayreville Lineup
Dan Hockenjos ss Gary Unkel c Kevin Lynch 
p Gary George cf Joe Gabel lf Jim Campion 
1b Rick Popowski rf Brian Kreiger 2b Bob 
Gaspartich 3b.  Reserves who saw action 
were: Rich Lerch rf Bob Casazza 2b Andy 
Wilson 2b.
Recap-The Bombers scored the first run 
in the 3rd on an error, two runs in the 4th 
on Jim Campion’s single and a sac fly by 
Rich Popowski.  Coach John Wortley’s 
Blue & Gray then exploded for 7 runs in 
the 5th inning to put Colonia away.  Kevin 
Lynch singled in the first run to start it off, 
followed by a 2-run single from the bat of 
Jim Campion, an RBI single by Popowski, 
and the last 3 runs of the inning scored on 
errors.  Lynch who hurled the shutout was 
brilliant, allowing only 2 hits, and striking 
out 11, while walking none.  Jim Campion 
drilled 3 singles and knocked in 3 runs, while 
Rich Popowski  added 2 RBI.
Co-Players of the Game-Kevin Lynch and 
Jim Campion.

Remembering Allie
South Amboy resident Chet Gasiewski 

said he will never forget the time in 1947, 
when Allie Clark was playing for the Yan-
kees, when he and 3 of his friends went to 
Yankee Stadium to see Allie play.  “I told the 
usher the four of us were from Perth Amboy, 
and came to see our friend Allie Clark.  Allie 
came over and we talked, and we got better 
box seats.  I always appreciated that kind 
gesture by Allie.  I’ll never forget that game 
against the Red Sox, who had their lefty ace 
Mel Parnell pitching.  Allie went a perfect 
3-for-3, and the Yankees won, 1-0.  

I was originally from Perth Amboy, and 
we used to play pool at the Lewyck Tavern, 
located at Charles and Hall Ave.,  which 
was also known as the Cardinal A.A. Pool 
Room.  Allie would always wave to us when 
he passed by.”

School Sports-Continued from page 21

GMC Scholar-
Athletes

The local GMC Scholar-Athletes 
honored were: Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s-Shayna O’Connor, Blaise Hode; 
Sayreville-Janice Frontera, Timothy Lo-
pez; South Amboy-Nicholas Biesiada, 
Patricia Cruz.  Congratulations to all!

Eze Makes It Easy: 
Wins More Track 

Titles
Sayreville’s track & field superstar, 

Emeka Eze continued to rack up more 
championships to his already huge ath-
letic resume.  In the CJ Group IV Boys 
Sectionals, he brought home the gold in 
the long jump with a leap of 24-4, and was 
followed by teammate Saxon with 22-6.  
Eze took 2nd place in the triple jump with 
a 46-8.  Alex Yanuzzelli copped 3rd in the 
javelin with a toss of 163-4.

Eze copped the triple jump champion-
ship at the 2012 NJSIAA Track & Field 
Meet of Champions, by breaking his own 
Middlesex County record of 47-10.5 with 
an incredible leap of 48-2.  His teammate, 
Myles Hartsfield finished 5th, but set a 
new freshman state record at 46-07.75.  
Eze also took the silver in the long jump 
with a 22-4.25 showing.

South Amboy 
Baseball Recap
The South Amboy Governors under 

first-year coach Dan Poulsen had a tough 
season, finishing 3-17.  However, the 
future does look brighter, as the Purple 
& Gold will lose only 2 players to gradu-
ation.

2012 Team Leaders
Batting
 Batting Avg. (Based on 35 at bats) 

Nick Kales .396, Charles Pannell .373; 
Runs-N. Kales 16; Hits-N. Kales 21; 
Doubles-Matt Lavan-5;  Triples-Pannell, 
Olivares 3; RBI-Lavan 14; Stolen Bases-
N. Kales 12.

Pitching
 Wins-Tim Kales 2; Strikeouts-T. 

Kales 36; ERA-T. Kales 3.82.
Middlesex CC Honors Saraiva
Middlesex County College wrestler 

Paul Saraiva of South Amboy won the 
Vincent DeSario Award for the most 
outstanding student-athlete at MCC, 
combining athletic ability with academic 
achievement.  Congratulations, Paul!

College Chatter
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s grad-

uate, Jessica Costa was an outfielder/DH 
for the Muhlenberg College softball squad, 
starting in 32 of the team’s 38 games.  She 
batted .247 with 19 hits in 77 at bats, scored 
14 runs, ripped 3 doubles, had 9 RBI, and 
was successful on 6 of 7 stolen base at-
tempts, as her team finished 19-19.

Jersey Knights 
Mystic Wins Title

US Club Soccer crowned the Jersey 
Knights U-18 Mystic champions, as they 
won the US Club crown, which was spon-
sored by New Jersey Cup.  Mystic won the 
final in a shootout thriller over US Parma, 
to take the NJ championship.  In route to 
the title, they defeated Toms River, South 
Jersey Barons, and Freehold Shooting 
Stars.  The Mystic team is composed of 
high school seniors from several towns in 
Middlesex and Somerset County, and is 
trained and coached by long-time Knights 
coach, Mike Kizoulis, and managed by 
Kathy Collins.  Sayreville’s talented all-
around athlete, Bridget Giovenco was the 
only local player starring for the Mystic 
team.  Great going, Bridget!

Rappleyea All-GMC
St. Joseph’s pitcher Sean Rappleyea, 

was named to the All-GMC Red Divison 
team.  The talented athlete resides in 
Sayreville.  Congratulations!  

Sekman Wins Title
Patrick Sekman, 10 years old, of 

Sayreville won the Annual State Knights 
of Columbus Free Throw championship by 
connecting on 23-of-25.  He represented 
K of C #2061 of Parlin at the local level, 
and on his way to the title, won the coun-
cil, district, and regional levels.  Patrick 
represented the Diocese of Metuchen at 
the state level, where he defeated 4 other 
boys who represented other NJ dioceses.  
Congratulations to a real champ!
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From The Youth League Archives

Pitching
Wins-C. Campbell 9; Scott Griffin 6; 

Jimmy Kraivec 4; Saves-C. Campbell 3; 
Strikeouts-C. Campbell 87; Innings Pitched-
C. Campbell  66.1; ERA-C. Campbell 0.95; 
Griffin 1.35

*Christian Campbell was selected by 
the coaches as the GMC’s MVP for 2012.  
Congratulations, Christian!

Most Victories For 
Bomber Teams
The Sayreville Bombers have had count-

less outstanding baseball teams through 
the years.  The teams with the most wins 
in one season are as follows with the year, 
coach, won-lost record, and titles they won 
if any:

2012-Coach Mike Novak 25-3; 1974-
Coach Norbert Smith 24-8-1(CJ Group IV 
and also County Champs); 1970-Coach John 
Wortley 22-4 (CJ Group IV Champs); 1960-
Coach John Wortley 21-3-1; 1973-Coach 
Norbert Smith 20-5; 1985-Coach Steve 
Gozora 20-6; 1969-Coach John Wortley 
20-7 (County Champs).

Sayreville’s Most
Victorious Pitchers
All records are correct, and if there is an 

asterisk * by the players name, more research 
is needed to determine his career record.

Chuck Frobosilo 22-9; Charlie Ko-
lakowski 21-6; *Lenny Popowski 21-8; 
*Tom Lasko 20-2; Bob Witkowski 20-9; 
Steve Makwinski 19-4-1; Kevin Lynch 19-
5; Dennis Dzergoski 17-8-1; Bill D’Amico 
15-4; Bill Trzaska 15-6; Christian Campbell 
14-8; Nick Spiewak 14-8; Greg Lyon 13-5; 
*Ed Goodell 13-5; 

Walt Rondesko 13-6; Jim Hockenjos 11-
1; Scott Griffin 11-2; David Santiago 10-1; 
*Ed Paprota 10-6; Bob Nelson 10-6.

Sayreville’s 10 Games
Winners (1 Season)
One of the most difficult accomplish-

ments in high school baseball is for a pitcher 
to win 10 games or more in a season.  Only 
4 Sayreville Bombers have reached this lofty 
plateau in the school’s history.  The following 
lists the year, player, and won-lost record:

1985-Tom Lasko 12-1; 1974-Steve 
Makwinski 11-1-1; 1950-Charlie Kola-
kowski 11-2; 1956-Bob Witkowski 11-3; 
1965-Bill Trzaska 10-0 (The top undefeated 
season of All-Time for a Sayreville team).    

Sayreville Baseball: 
New Victory Record

(Continued from page 21)

Bombers Gain 
Honors

Sayreville athletes garnered many 
awards for the Spring of 2012.  In baseball, 
junior Christian Campbell was 1st Team 
All-State, All-Groups, and 1st team on 
both Home News Tribune’s All-Area team 
and also The Star Ledger’s All-Middlesex.  
In addition he was chosen “Player of the 
Year” by both publications.  Teammate 
Matt Rivera was also a 1st Team choice 
for All-Area, and All-Middlesex.  In boys 
track & field, Emeka Eze was a 1st Team 
All-State, All-Groups pick for the triple 
jump, and also was an All-Group 4, 1st 
Team selection.  He was also 1st Team 
All-Area in Home News Tribune for 
the long jump.  Myles Hartsfield was a 
1st Team All-Area pick by Home News 
Tribune for the high jump, and Alex Yan-
uzzelli also made 1st team in the Home 
News Tribune for the javelin.  Eze and 
Yanuzzelli were 1st Team All-Middlesex 
in The Star Ledger.  In girls track & field, 
Amari Hartsfield was 3rd Team All-State, 
All-Groups, and 2nd Team All-Group 4 
in the 200.  Krystal Pearson was chosen 
1st Team All Area, Third Baseman. Con-
gratulations to all!
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WWW.?

Here’s another easy one for our outstanding Mystery Photo enthusiasts.  E-mail your answer 
to: satimes@aol.com.  Lots of luck!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

May Winners
The answer to last month’s mystery 

photo was Central Jersey Starter & Al-
ternator, Inc./Weber’s Garage located on 
Route 35 South in Morgan.  The winners 
were Estelle Pluskota, Marian Mills, John 
Alberta, Chuck Pickard, Joe Lotkowictz, 
Pete McIntyre, Pat & Bill Scully, W. Tom 
Kross, Peggy Yuhas, Joan Fulham, Dennis 
O’Leary, Lynn Loy, Frank Makransky.  There 
was one incorrect answer-Julian’s Garage.  
Congratulations to all!

*Note-Betty Silvaney, and also Eileen 
Buckalew get credit for the April WWW.? 
answer, although they submitted their 
guesses when we went to press.  

Tom,
Yo u r  M a y 

issue of The 
SA Times 
was very in-
format ive , 
whereby I 
really enjoyed 
reading about Ken 
Rogers and my old de- parted friend Walt 
Rogers, both former minor league players 
who survived World War II.  I was also 
edified in reading about my good friends, 
the O’Brien Twins and their Major League 
history, as they are 2 of the finest examples 
of the education they received from the 
good Sisters of Mercy at St. Mary’s, and 
their parents.  I also was pleased seeing one 
of my best friends George Spiecker giving 
that prized baseball to St. Mary’s/Cardinal 
McCarrick HS, as I believe that might be 
the only baseball ever signed by all 5 of the 
St. Mary’s HS major leaguers.  

P.S. George Spiecker is one of the best 
Eagle athletes and belongs in the school’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  I played with the 
O’Brien Twins, Luke Lenahan, Bob Bennett, 
Ray Stockton, Jack McKeon and several 
other Hall of Fame members, and George 
Spiecker is in that class.

Bill “Biff” McKeon
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayre-

ville)
Indiana

Dear Editor:
Every year I enjoy reading about the 

St. Mary’s Hall Of Fame inductees.  On 
balance the committee does a great job.  
Now my question:  Why isn’t there a Hall 
Of Fame to recognize the many, many great 
athletes and other business, military and 
educators from Hoffman High School?  Just South Amboy Makes History!

By Fran Fitzmorris
On July 4, 1912, South Amboy became 

part of history with the first “official” Air 
Mail flight in the United States between 
South Amboy and Perth Amboy.  The plane 
was a Wright Brothers Bi Plane, one of the 
first of its kind.  Hundreds of spectators 
gathered to watch history.  The pilot’s name 
was Oliver Simmons.  He left Seidlers Beach 
in Laurence Harbor at 10:41 a.m., and 8 
minutes later “water” landed between the 
South Amboy city docks and the coal docks 
(between Henry St. and Augusta St.) on the 
Scully property.

The flight was scheduled to leave at 
12:30 p.m. for Perth Amboy.  The numer-
ous small boats passing by created a wake, 
causing the flight’s delay.  Once the water 
calmed, the plane took off, with an added 
passenger, the acting Mayor of Perth Amboy, 
Ferd Garretson on board.  The flight would 
last 6-7 minutes.  On reaching Perth Amboy, 
the mail was then taken to the train station 
to continue its journey south to Washington, 

DC.  Simmons and Garretson had lunch at 
the famous Packard House.  About 4 p.m., 
the Bi Plane returned to the city docks.  The 
2 heroes were taken to Star Field, located 
on Augusta St.  A cup was given to Mr. 
Simmons by the Business Association of 
South Amboy.  The cup bore the following 
inscription: “Presented to Oliver Simmons in 
honor of the first air mail service in the state 
of New Jersey at South Amboy, NJ,  July 4, 
1912.   What makes this flight so “special” 
was that there had been local air mail flights 
in New York State in 1910, but were never 
authorized by the U.S. Post Office.  This 
flight had a definite air mail route which 
was established by the Post Master General 
of the United States for South Amboy.  The 
“official” route numbers special code was 
900006, making it a mail route!

It would take 18 years to 1930, before the 
nation and town would realize what had taken 
place and give the event a proper celebration.  
More on this in a future issue.  

This photo is from the August 2, 1946 Welcome Home, Baby Parade.  Can you identify 
anyone in the photo?  We know that Marlene Schachel - Letwenski is the girl on the far 
right.  Send your information to satimes@aol.com

Sacred Heart School Takes To The Skies
SHS took to the skies this year. Sixth, Seventh and Eighth grade students got their first 
introduction to aviation. Students attended “Aviation Club” classes after school and learned 
the fundamental principles of aviation throughout the year.  The classes culminated with a 
field trip to Old Bridge Regional Airport where they had an opportunity to view Old Bridge 
Flight School airplane fleet. At the conclusion of the year, students are given the opportunity 
to fly for free with an AOPA mentor pilot. Pictured are students, parents and Pilot & Club 
Instructor Jorge Gonzalez Gomez (back - center).

Remembering When?

“KITTEN SHOWER” 
AT SPAC

Sayreville Pet Adoption Center, 1400 
Main Street in Sayreville, will host a Kitten 
Shower on Saturday, July 7 from 12 Noon 
to 4 PM.  Cake, cookies, punch and shower 
favors will be offered as well as free gifts 
and door prizes.   A “Two for One” special 
will be available for all kittens – adopt any 
two babies for only $95 total.  All kittens 
are already spayed/neutered, up to date with 
vaccines, tested and dewormed and receive 
a vet exam prior to adoption.  In addition, 
adoption fees for adult cats will be only $5 
as part of the celebration.  Guests are asked 
to bring a gift of kitten food, toys, kitty lit-
ter, blankets, KMR kitten formula or other 
supplies for the kittens in residence at the 
shelter.  For more information call event 
coordinator AnneMarie at 908-420-7012 or 
SPAC at 732-727-3895.  Available kittens 
and cats may be seen online at sayreville.
petfinder.com

Computer Mouse 
for Beginners

This is the ultimate in beginners’ 
computer courses. Learn how to use the 
mouse in Microsoft Windows 7 at Sayre-
ville Public Library on Monday, July 16 
from 6:00-8:00PM. First preference goes 
to Sayreville patrons who have not taken 
this class before. For more information, 
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or 
call 732-727-0212 ex. 25.

from my era alone I could name a number 
of outstanding candidates.  Where is the 
Hoffman Alumni?  

John Phillips 
SMHS 1958
Formerly of South Amboy

Dear Tom, 
This is a complimentary letter for our 

South Amboy Board of Education President 
Cindy Coughlin Zammit.  At The South Am-
boy High School Graduation 2012, President 
Cindy hugged every student, I felt so moved 
that I was strongly led to write about her.

Going back down memory lane, Cindy 
and I were walking out of St. Mary’s Church 
and I said, “Wow, you get straight A’s.”   I 
was a senior and Cindy was a sophomore 
and we were cheerleaders.

Well, from being as “Cute as a button” 
with her two pony tails to her evolvement to 
this present day as a MASTER of PUBLIC 
RELATIONS, and also always smiling.

Being I know her these past 40 years, 
I was so PROUD of her at the graduation 
and ALL the occasions she presented herself 
so well with integrity, fairness, and finding 
sound resolutions for every situation.

I asked her brother that night, Craig 
Coughlin, attorney and our 19th District As-
semblyman about his sister and he humbly 
stated, “She loves kids.”  Cindy you are the 
pride of our city and more appreciated and 
respected than you know.  Your interpersonal 
and intrapersonal skills are such an asset for 
the City of South Amboy.

Thank you very much for all your 
HARD WORK!   “Honour to whom honour 
is due.”

Your Friend and Schoolmate,
Norine Croddick Switzer

Getting Started with 
Your eReader!

Have an eReader and not sure how to 
even turn the darn thing on? Let the tech 
gadget guru, Karlton Utter, help you get 
started with your device! Most importantly, 
find out how you can save oodles of cash by 
borrowing eBooks from the library instead of 
buying them from big retailers! Participants 
are encouraged to bring their eReader de-
vices. Monday, July 9 from 6:00-8:00PM at 
Sayreville Public Library. If you have any 
questions about this program or would like to 
register, contact Alaina by phone at 732-727-
0212 ex. 25 or email alainad@lmxac.org. 

PRayER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   June 30, 2012  2�

2002 “The Beginning”-Sacred Heart School’s Pre-K class featured 5 little girls who began 
their “musical journey” with Mr. Roger Johnson.  In this photo, (l-r) Alexis Pawlowski, Miguel 
Kisijara, Victoria Reilly, Mrs. Giella, Helene Lewis, Amanda Lewis, Isabelle Sas.

2012 “The Graduates”-Now members of Sacred Heart School’s Class of 2012, the 5 
young ladies have completed 10 years in Mr. Roger Johnson’s music class.  Pictured 
(l-r) Isabelle Sas, Helene Lewis, Alexis Pawlowski, Vicky Reilly, Amanda Eberle and 
their music teacher, Mr. Roger Johnson. (Photos submitted)

In conjunction with the South Amboy Elks, Dr. Patrick McCabe, principal of South Amboy 
High school  along with the faculty have been selecting Students of the Month for the entire 
school year. Recently a luncheon was held to honor those students. The photo shows all of 
the students who were selected as well as Dr.McCabe (far left standing), Mayor of South 
Amboy and Dean of Students Fred Henry (2nd from left standing), Tony Gonsalves (2nd 
from right standing) and Pete Martin, representing the Elks (far right standing), (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

South Amboy Business Expands
Mid Jersey Medical Supplies has been 

a part of the downtown business community 
for eighteen years. The business was founded 
by Jorge Gonzalez Gomez and his wife Ro-
sario Gonzalez. The impetus of launching 
the business back in 1994 was the owner’s 
foresight of seen healthcare shifting from 
inpatient to the home care setting; today’s 
widely accepted and cost-effective patient 
destination.  Throughout this time, the family 
owned and operated business has provided 
medical supplies and equipment rentals to 
Middlesex County residents. With over thirty 
years of healthcare experience, Jorge also 
contracts with numerous Long Term Care 
facilities (nursing homes) by providing Re-
spiratory Consultative services, educational 
staff training, manages long term ventilator 
patients in the residential setting and con-
ducts accreditation surveys on behalf of 
Medicare. The numerous medical degrees of 
Jorge and commerce background of Rosario, 
were instrumental to building and nourish-
ing the business roots. Giving back to the 
South Amboy, Sayreville and surrounding 
communities has also been an integral part 
of the success of their business model.

Approximately ten years ago, while in 
school; Jorge Gonzalez Jr. the owners’ son, 
took an interest in the residential accessibility 
aspect of the business. Jorge Jr. obtained his 
Bachelors of Arts from Rowan University 
and Police Training Certification from the 
Gloucester Police Academy. After spending 
two years at the Princeton University  Police 

Department, today he is a Police Officer in 
Eatontown Police Department. On his days 
off from work, you can find Jorge Jr. man-
aging the stair-lift, porch elevator and ramp 
division of the family business.

Simultaneously, the owners’ daughter 
Sheila, obtained an Associates in Applied 
Science from Middlesex County College 
in Business Administration and an Associ-
ates from Bergen Community College in 
Respiratory Care. She also took an interest in 
the family business and in her time off from 
Newark Beth Israel Hospital where she works 
as Pulmonary Function Technologist, she has 
launched, Fittings by Sheila. Adjacent to the 
family business on Broadway, Fittings by 
Sheila is a Boutique specialized in meeting 
the needs of post mastectomy patients with 
prostheses (breast forms), post chemo/radia-
tion therapy patients with cranial prostheses 
(wigs), diabetic & orthopedic shoes and 
accessories. Educational support groups for 
these patients will also be an essential part 
of this business.

During the last eighteen years in busi-
ness, countless customers have approached 
the owners and requested numerous services 
that will make living at home easier and safe. 
Today, the family owned business believes 
it has addressed the increased demand of 
the growing and aging population, intro-
duced new programs and services, strives 
to improve healthcare outcomes, improve 
customer satisfaction with the care offered 
and reduce the healthcare costs.  

Local Salon Celebrates Success at 5th 
Anniversary Cut-a-thon for Pancreatic 

Cancer
The 5th Annual  “Cuts for a Cure” 

cut-a-thon benefiting the Lustgarten Foun-
dation for Pancreatic Cancer Research was 
held Sunday, June 3 at the Hair Shop, 3188 
Washington Road, Parlin, from 10a-4pm.   
Owner, Maryann Lavery-Minnella along 
with her siblings have been hosting this 
event in the salon’s parking lot each year 
for the past 4 years  in memory of their 
parents, Jack and Connie, who both passed 
from Pancreatic Cancer.   

 “We were happy to see the crowd that 
came out to support us, said Lavery-Min-
nella.  Several people came back from previ-
ous years while others attended for the first 
time after hearing  about it on the radio or 
reading the newspaper.   My family and I are 
so grateful for the outpouring  response we 
received from salon clients, friends, family 
and the local community.” “Without them 

I  could not pull this off year after year” 
Lavery-Minella stated.  “We raised $9,997 
last year for the Lustgarten oundation and 
we are confident that we will surpass that 
amount this year once all donations have 
been submitted.” 

On a final note, Ms. Lavery-Minnella 
expressed her sincere thanks to the follow-
ing for their generous donations:  Sayreville 
Police Department (Auxiliary), Sabert 
Corporation, M&L Contracting, Joe Min-
nella, DJ Chris Ives, Chubby Penguin,  Villa 
Venezia, Bello’s Sports, Pub, Texas Road 
House, Outback Steak ouse, Peter Pank, 
Old Bay, The State Theatre, Seasons Coal 
Fire Bistro, Pazzo-Red Bank, Lakewood 
BlueClaws, Somerset Patriots, RWJ Fitness 
& Wellness, Arthur Murray Dance Studio,  
and the Wyndham Las Villas Resort-Mazat-
lan, Mexico. 

Family and friends from the South Amboy area joined Team Second Chance and 
participated in the NJ Sharing Network Foundation’s 2nd Annual Share NJ 5K Walk/Run 
in New Providence on Sunday, June 10. The Share NJ 5K, which gave the community an 
opportunity to remember those who gave, honor those who received and offer hope to those 
who continue to wait for the “Gift of Life”, attracted close to 5,000 runners and walkers this 
year and raised a record-breaking $560,000 to provide education, outreach and donor 
family support. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Sacred Heart Music Mentor Teaches 
Thru The Years

By Clem Skarzynski

South Amboy resident and longtime 
musician (54 years, give or take), Mr. Roger 
Johnson, began teaching music for students 
grades K-8, 10 years ago at Sacred Heart 
School.  With this year’s 8th grade gradu-
ation class, Mr. Johnson had the distinct 
honor of teaching 5 young ladies since they 
began school, and their musical lessons 
in 2002.  Alexis Pawlowski, Isabelle Sas, 
Helene Lewis, Vicky Reilly, and Amanda 
Eberle , began pre-kindergarten in 2002, 

and over the course of 10 years, were all 
taught music together by Mr. Johnson.  
This is truly a proud accomplishment by 
Roger and the 5 ladies.  So, Mr. Johnson, 
and ladies, congratulations on 10 wonder-
ful, musical years together…And ladies, 
you’ve been taught by the best!!

Readers, check out the “Then and 
Now” pictures of this “elite” class of 
ladies.
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Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

General Patton as a Combat Engineer.   
Mary Kurpiewski, 79, of Morgan died on 
March 11.  She was a charter member and 
one of the Morgan First Aid Squad found-
ers.  Robert “R.J.” Iremonger, 55, of South 
Amboy died on March 14.  He was the owner 
of RJI, LLC Renovations in South Amboy 
for many years.  R.J. was a great guy and 
will be missed by all. Helen Nebus McKeon, 
formerly of Sayreville/South Amboy died on 
March 15.  She served as an extraordinary 
minister, lector, and religious education 
teacher, and was the kindest woman you 
could ever meet.  Carlo “Carl” Bellina, 88 
of Sayreville died on March 15.  He was 
an Army veteran who fought at the Battle 
of the Bulge under General Patton.  Ann 
Bolen, 87, formerly of South Amboy died 
on March 17.  A fine lady, she worked at 
South Amboy Hospital as an office clerk 
for 20 years until retiring in 1987. Joseph 
Kolakowski Sr., 91, of South Amboy died 
on March 19.  He was a great guy who loved 
the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing.    
May they always be remembered for their 
good works on earth.

Staying Safe In and 
Around Water This 
Summer

Sarah Navarro, Aquatic Director, 
South Amboy Branch YMCA

The summer has finally arrived!  The 
thought of going swimming could be re-
freshing, but we must also remember that 
safety should be number one on everyone’s 
list.  Some of the ways to stay safe in and 
around the water during the summer are life 
jacket safety, adult supervision, and swim-
ming lessons.

A life jacket is a useful tool for a non-
swimmer because it is designed to keep a 
person’s head above the water while allow-
ing proper breathing.  For a life jacket to be 
effective, proper maintenance and usage is 
required.  Adult-sized life jackets will not 
work on children, because they are too big 
and a child’s head could slip through the life 
jacket.  Life jackets come in different sizes 
specially made for children and should fit 
comfortably and snug.  Life jackets that are 
waterlogged or have lost buoyancy should 
be thrown away.  There are many types of 
floatation devices that children wear, but 
life jackets are the best choice for non-
swimmers.  Other floatation devices may 
not be as buoyant as life jackets and are not 
always designed to keep the person’s head 
above the water.  Non-swimmers should 
always wear a life jacket to stay safe in and 
around the water.

Adult supervision is required around 
the pool area, especially with young chil-
dren who are not able to stand up in the 
shallow end of the pool, in which case the 
adult would have to go in the water.  Adults 
should never leave children unattended in and 
around the pool area, even if the child has 
a life jacket or floatation device.  If a child 
is left unattended, he or she could remove 
the life jacket or floatation and jump in or 
fall in the pool.  This is a horrific reality that 
many adults with backyard pools experience 
every summer as a result of their kids being 
left unsupervised.  To prevent a drowning 
accident from happening, young children 
should always be supervised by an adult. 

Learning to swim is a very important 
skill for a child to master and is a great way 
to learn about water safety in and around 
the pool.  At the YMCA, children learn 
about pool safety, build confidence, and 
learn the fundamentals to become swim-
mers.  Children learn the safety skills to stay 
afloat during a water emergency and build 
the strength to swim to safety.  Learning to 
swim does not happen overnight, and a child 
will need more than one set of lessons to 
be safe in and around a swimming pool.  A 
parent’s commitment to a child’s swim les-
son can prevent a drowning accident from 
happening, and is one of the best ways to 
learn water safety skills.

Summer can be a fun and enjoyable 
time for the family but we must not overlook 
safety.  Life jacket safety, adult supervi-
sion, and swim lessons are great ways to 
practice pool safety.  Have a Fun and Safe 
Summer! 

Sayreville War 
Memorial HS Class 
of ‘87

The Sayreville War Memorial HS 
Class of 1987 is looking for classmates for 
a 25-year reunion that will be held on July 
28 at Watermark, 800 Ocean Ave., Asbury 
Park, starting at 3 p.m.  Cost is $15, and 
for more info, call Danielle Karwoski at 
404-909-4545.

Knitting Circle
A Knitting Circle will be held on the 

first and third Tuesday each month at 6 p.m. 
at Dowdell Library, in South Amboy.  For 
more info call 732-721-6060.
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Leon Letts of South Amboy proudly holds the huge Rainbow Trout he caught on a fishing 
trip to Cobourg and Port Hope, Canada on May 1st.  (Photo courtesy of Leon Letts, Joe 
Lotkowictz)

Morgan’s greatest saxophone player of 
all-time, Jerry Mokar, is also a pretty good 
fisherman.   He’s pictured with a nice 3-pound 
fluke he caught off South Amboy in the Raritan 
Bay.  (Photo/info submitted)   

On Saturday, May 26th, Frog Hollow Swim Club celebrated Opening Day of its 50th Anniversary 
season, with a ribbon cutting ceremony for its new pool.  Sayreville Councilman Bill Henry did 
the honors, and Father Joe Romanoski blessed the pool, while past and present members 
of the Board of Governors looked on.  (Photo/info courtesy of Kelly Whiteley)

“Dog Obedience Graduation” was held on 
Monday, June 11 at South Amboy YMCA.  
Linda Henry and her chihuahua Tacobella 
receive their certificate from Debbie 
Bancer the class instructor. (Photo/Info 
Submitted) 

Jerry Springard will be retiring as the 
Sayreville American Legion Post 211 
Historian effective July 1.  He held the position 
for 7 years and turned in an outstanding job 
reporting/photographing all the Post activities 
and events.   Springard said he will be 
stepping down because of health reasons, 
but he will however, continue to perform guard 
duties.  Jerry served our country proudly with 
the U.S. Air Force Security Forces from 1956-
61.  Great job, Jerry and you have been an 
asset to the American Legion!  God Bless!   
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

MONEY DOESN’T GROW ON TREES!!!
By Elaine Holton Scott

Those of us born to parents raised in the 
Great Depression had been instilled from 
birth about the value of money.  Even from 
our earliest years, we had known that one 
penny could buy us candy, and searching for 
old Coke bottles to get their 2-cent deposits 
bought us plenty of it.  In the “money doesn’t 
grow on trees” philosophy of the ‘50s, being 
wasteful was treated as a sin against God, 
mankind, America, and, probably, the little 
kids who were starving in China.  Para-
doxically, being the first generation visually 
bombarded with television commercials, it 
was only natural for us to grow up wanting 
everything we saw…but only if we got our 
money’s worth.  So, through the years, we 
made sure we did.  

In the “cash & carry” decade of the 
1970’s, my generation was the “Major Buy-
ing Power” in the nation by sheer massive 
numbers.  By then, we were already pros at 
getting what we wanted, mostly by saving 
money on the small stuff so we could spend 
it on the big stuff.  Manufacturers disliked the 
frugality of first generational children of the 
Great Depression parents like we were.   So, 
every time they decided to increase costs on 
supermarket items, they began “coming up 
with” fantastical reasons to do so.  Droughts, 
floods, wars, famines, and even Juan Val-
dez and his old burrow were all blamed for 
“shortages,” as a ploy to raise prices.  It 
didn’t work.  Born to parents of the Great 
Depression, we had just used other brands, 
substituted, or did without rather than pay one 
red cent more for any product.  In return, we 
not only saved money to spend elsewhere, 

but we had also kept price increases in check.  
Get the most for the money; always shop for 
sales; and pick up pennies on the ground “for 
good luck” ended up being a subconscious 
lifetime credo.

That was then, and this is now.  Those 
of us whose parents had lived through the 
Great Depression are no longer in the ma-
jority.  Two more generations have been 
born, and are now the target of companies’ 
mass-marketing.  With credit cards being 
the most popular “form of currency,” the 
old maxim of “a penny saved is a penny 
earned” has about as much substance in this 
day and age as 2-cent Coke bottle deposits.  
Having to “fib” no longer, manufacturers 
enjoy increasing prices to get more profit 
any time they feel like doing so.

As for my generation, we’re still around.  
If you want to find us, just go to any grocery 
store on Senior Discount days.  More than 
likely you’ll see us there, checking the unit 
prices on all the items, while mumbling about 
any and all price hikes.  Not being able to 
pass up any kind of bargain, inside our carts 
you’ll probably see Manager Specials on 
meat and produce, reduced bread, close-out 
items, and everything else on sale.  Being 
both the first generation born to parents who 
had survived the Great Depression, and the 
first generation to be raised with TV com-
mercials, we’re still making sure we always 
get what we want… but for the least amount 
of money, of course.

*HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY 4TH 
OF JULY, EVERYONE!!!

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Bluefish have taken over at our local 

beaches in the bay. I checked out Cliffwood 
Beach a few times and saw Blues in the 5 to 
6 pound class caught.  Striped Bass are still 
around but the Bluefish out number them.  
If you still want Stripers, the LBI and Island 
beach surf is still the best bet.  There are Bass 
and Blues here and you might get a surprise 
catch of a Black Drum. Fluke fishing in 
the bay and ocean has gotten better.  There 
are still a lot of shorts around but there are 
quite a few keepers and a few big 9 to 12 
pound doormats too. Party Boat fishing for 
Sea Bass and Ling is good.  My wife and I 
fished Stellwagen Bank areas on the Capt 
John Boats out of Plymouth, Mass.  The fish-
ing was spotty.  A few people did OK but I 
could see some people with little or nothing.  
There were a few Cod, a few Haddock and 
some Redfish (Ocean Perch).   In the two 
day trips we ended up with two Redfish, 
a very few keeper Cod and she caught the 
only 2 Dogfish.  We had some short Cod and 
some Pollock were caught too.  It was tough 
reeling up 20 ounce sinkers from depths of 
230 feet to over 360 feet. We did have two 
calm days out at sea which made up for the 
poor catch.

Fresh Water
Trout stocking has been concluded for 

the spring.  Fall stocking of larger fish will 
take place in October.  Bass, Pickerel, and 
Catfish are now being caught statewide in all 
lakes and rivers. The Delaware River Shad 
run is over with most of the Shad now well 
up into upstate New York.  Hybrid Stripers 
are making a good showing in Lake Hopat-
cong.  If you have a small boat, Trout fishing 
in Round Valley Reservoir is worth trying 
for. There are Browns, Rainbows and Lake 
Trout to be found there.  I tried fishing the 
Black River for a few hours in mid June.  I 
caught two Trout and a few Sunfish and a 
very small Bass. On another day my wife and 
I tried the Pequest in the afternoon. The only 
thing caught between us was a small Brown 
caught by my wife. Out fished again!! 

Summer fun At Dowdell Library!
Summer is finally here, and with it brings 

fun programs at the Dowdell Library of South 
Amboy! There will be plenty going on for 
toddlers, children, and teens for the month 
of July and August while school is out.  July 
is “Music Playlist Month!”  For the entire 
month, kids can suggest their favorite songs, 
and the library will create a big playlist for 
them to listen to for two hours per day. The 
one song that gets suggested the most, will 
win a prize for the kids who suggested it.  
Also, in August the library will have a “Build-
Your-Own Robot” Contest!  Kids can build 
them in groups and the best robot will win 
a prize. This summer, Pirate School will be 
on July 23rd at 2:00 pm. Come dressed in a 
costume; learn how to be a pirate and what 
it takes to sail the open sea.  On August 23rd 
at 3:30 pm, “Dragons and Dreams” Science 
Experiments will be at the Library. Come 
watch as our Scientists tell a story using 
experiments.  Sign up for these two special 
programs must be done ahead of time.

The Dowdell Library will also be having 

many summer giveaways for young adults 
up to the age of seventeen.  Through TD 
Bank: any child who reads ten books this 
summer will receive a ten dollar gift card.  
For every fifth book that a child enters into 
their summer reading log, they will receive a 
ticket for a free game of bowling at Majestic 
Lanes while supplies last. Through Rutgers 
University: every child who reads one sum-
mer reading book will receive a ticket to a 
Rutgers Football game in September. Also, 
any child who takes out two summer reading 
books will receive a coupon for Dorney Park. 
There will be a lot going on at the library this 
summer, so don’t forget to drop in! 

The library is adjacent to the South Am-
boy High School off O’Leary Blvd.  Library 
hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
10am – 8 pm; Wednesday and Friday 10am 
– 5pm. Directions: www.dowdell.org.

For additional information, contact 
the library at comments@dowdell.org or 
732-721-6060.

55 Years Ago…
June 1957-The first major event in 

Hoffman High School’s new gym on George 
St. was the commencement exercises that 
featured Governor Meyner as keynote 
speaker.

New Book Release
A dead body in Raritan Bay?  South 

Amboy is featured in former resident Flo 
Fitzpatrick’s new book release, “Serenade to 
a Cuckoo,” a campy, cozy romantic featuring 
actress P.L. McGinnis, who tends to dive 
into dangerous situations with nothing but a 
strong sense of humor as backup.  Fitzpatrick 
combines a mix of fictional local spots (like 

a hoppin’ tavern called Big Pogey’s) with 
real South Amboy settings like the train 
depot, Hole-In-The-Wall and the waterfront.  
“Serenade to a Cuckoo” is dedicated to South 
Amboy native, author Chelle Martin, who 
spent more than one afternoon at local diners 
with Flo drinking coffee, eating packzis and 
plotting who to murder next-fictitiously of 
course.  Order your coup by going to Flo’s 
website at: www.flofitzpatrick.com.
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Avoid Injury While Enjoying Golf
Most golf injuries are related to the 

swing.  The most common injuries are to 
the lower back, and for right handed people, 
the left wrist, followed by left hand, left 
shoulder, and left knee.  Left handed people 
would be the opposite, the right wrist, fol-
lowed by the right hand, right shoulder and 
right knee.  Sprains, strains, and tendonitis 
are the most common complaints.  Injuries 
can be prevented or minimized with proper 
preparation.  Following are some simple 
steps to take to avoid injury and enjoy golf 
to its fullest:

1. Ask your Chiropractor about a con-
ditioning program to strengthen and stretch 
the muscles used in the golf swing.  2. Use 
the expertise of your local golf pro.  He 
can insure that your swing is mechanically 
correct.  Improper swing mechanics are the 
most common cause of golf injuries.  3. Make 
sure your clubs fit your body.  Clubs are like 
shoes, if you don’t buy the right size, your 
body will suffer the consequences.  4. If 
you walk the course rather than ride, don’t 
carry your golf bag.  Carrying a bag, even 
the lightweight styles, add extra strain on 
your body.  Use a pull-cart.  Those golfers 
with back problems might try pushing the 
cart rather than pulling it—this will reduce 
the rotational strain on your lower back.  5. 
Don’t forget the simple things such as bend-
ing your knees to pick up the golf ball.  6. If 
you injure yourself, stop playing and consult 
your Chiropractor as soon as possible.  7. 
Have fun!  Too many golfers take the game 
too seriously.  Remember, the game is sup-
posed to relieve stress, not create it.

Blood Drive
Every two seconds someone needs 

blood.  Some people need regular transfu-
sions to live.  Save a life today and donate 
blood! Tuesday, July 31 from 2:30 to 7:00PM 
in the Meeting Room of Sayreville Public 
Library. This blood drive is organized by 
the Blood Center of New Jersey. 

Internet for 
Beginners

Learn how to surf websites and find 
information on the Internet. First prefer-
ence goes to Sayreville patrons who have 
not taken this class before. You must know 
how to use the mouse already to take this 
class. Monday, July 30 from 6:00-8:00PM 
at Sayreville Public Library. For more 
information or to register, email Alaina at 
alainad@lmxac.org or call her at 732-727-
0212 ext. 25.

Movie Matinee
Join us at Sayreville Public Library for 

our monthly movie matinee on July 27th 
from 2:00-4:00PM. Enjoy popular first run 
movie hits on our new 84” x 84” screen and 
fresh popcorn from our popcorn machine! 
Watch a movie and meet fellow movie en-
thusiasts!  Check out our July feature on our 
website, www.sayrevillelibrary.org, or call 
Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email her 
at alainad@lmxac.org for more information. 
ADULTS ONLY, please! 

a PRayER FOR HEaLIng
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -E.P.
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The gazebo at Waterfront Park is undergoing a badly needed power wash and paint job, 
along with some screening inside to discourage birds from going in.  This work is slated to 
be completed by July, so as to coincide with the concert season in the park.  (Photo/Info 
by Joe Lotkowictz)

Summertime At Dowdell Library
Summertime and the living is easy @ 

the Dowdell Library of South Amboy.  Free 
programs      are plentiful; bestsellers, dvds, 
E-games, or a Kindle and Playaway E-read-
ers may be borrowed.  Popular magazines 
such as “Food Network,” “Consumer’s 
Report,” “Star,” “This Old Home,” “Sports 
Illustrated” and “OK!” may be borrowed 
free of charge.

Summer children’s highlights include 
the Tuesday, July 10 movie screening of 
“Mirror, Mirror at 5:45 pm; the Monday, 
July 23 “Pirate School” program at 2 pm; 
the Monday, August 23                   “Drag-
ons and Dreams” program at 3:30 pm; the 
Tuesday, August 28 movie screening of 
“Dr. Seuss – the Lorax” at 5:45 pm; plus 
Wednesday afternoon crafts at 3:30 pm; and 
the Kidz Wii club events on Mondays at 1 
pm and Fridays at 3 pm (including Olympic 
Competitions!).  

There will also be special programs for 
Tots (ages 0 to 2) every Monday at 10:30 
am.  Parents, drop in with your baby for an 
enchanted morning!

Evening programs for teens take place 
on Thursday evenings at 6 pm and include 
Nerf Gun Challenge, Swirl Nail Art, Hip Hop 
Poetry, Audition Computer Game, Flip Flop 
Designs, etc. There are also many “freebies” 
from baseball teams, bowling alleys, banks, 
etc, so drop in and ask a librarian! 

For adults, a special James Bond Festival 
will take place from June 25 through August 
31 -         with weekly prizes and two $25 
gift cards that the Friends of the Library 
donated.  James Bond movie flicks will be 
shown Thursday mornings at 10:30 am from 
June 25 through August 30.

James Bond, also known as 007 (double 
0-7), is a British spy created by writer Ian 
Fleming in 1952.   Six movie actors have 
portrayed James Bond: Sean Connery 
(1962-1967; 1971); George Lazenby (1969); 
Roger Moore (1973-1985); Timothy Dalton 
(1987-1989);  Pierce Brosnan (1996-2002); 
and Daniel Craig (2006 to the present).  
Although initially made famous through 
the novels, James Bond is now best known 
for the famous films, which the Dowdell 
Library has available for loan.

Last, but not least… There will be a 
special Irish Dancing program @ Dowdell 
on Monday, August 20 at 6 pm.  Stay tuned 
for more details! 

To find out more about how you can par-
ticipate in one of Dowdell’s Summer Clubs, 
contact the Library at 732-721-6060 or com-
ments@dowdell.org or stop by and ask for 
more information.   The Dowdell Library is 
adjacent to the South Amboy High School.  
Summer hours are Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday from 10 am - 8 pm and Wednesday 
and Friday from 10 am – 5 pm.  

’83 Limited Sportsman Champ Steve Golembeski of Sayreville with the #65 in its original 
ride.

Sayreville Driver Finds & Rebuilds 
Championship Car

(Story and Photo by Clem Skarzynski)
Local stock car hot shoe, Steve Golem-

beski, with the persistence of his son “SJ,” 
wife Carol, and the late Fred Semoneit has 
realized a dream a lot of us former “wrench 
heads” will not.  Steve began his stint at stock 
car racing back in 1974-75. He bought his 
first car, a ’36 Chevy Coupe from me, the 
writer, but soon advanced to a Troyer Chas-
sied , Pinto bodied car in 1982.  It took Steve 
only 1 season to clinch the Wall Stadium 
Sportsman championship, although Steve 
was runner-up in ’81 and ’84.  This was quite 
an accomplishment for a local with limited 
funds and sponsors.  As all of us “Weekend 
Warriors” soon found out, “Ya just can’t 
compete with the big boys and their cash.”  
So, having our fun, we sold our “toys” and 
moved on. 

Well, 26 years later, Modified and 
NASCAR driver and friend of Steve, Jami-
eTomaino, found Steve’s car, the original 
champ car of 1983, sitting in a barn for 10 

years up in Sheldon, Connecticut.  After 3 
years of discussion, towing the car back 
to Jersey to Steve’s mom and late father’s 
garage in Sayreville, the complete rebuild 
has been completed with most of all original 
suspension, motor, and chassis parts.  After 
2 full winters of work, the blue #65 was 
and is revived.

With Steve’s son “SJ” registered as 
the owner of the ’65—he’ll run the car at 
the Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club 
events at Wall Stadium, and other venues.  
The “Pit Crew” now consists of Steve’s 
brother, Jimmy Golembeski, Tom Logan, 
the late Fred Semoneit with “SJ” as the 
owner/driver.

Although Freddy is not here, we know 
he’s sittin’ in the cockpit of the new ’65 
smilin’ away.  To “SJ,” Carol—great idea to 
get the dream to a reality!  Great job to all 
involved and have fun.  “Keep it between 
the boards!!”   

This Day In South Amboy History
By Fran Fitzmorris

June 4, 1954-The sudden shocking 
announcement of the death of Harold G. 
Hoffman of a heart attack in a New York 
City hotel at age 58.  He was much-loved 
in town and around the State of New Jersey.  
His political career was incredible, covering 
a 31-year period 1923-54.

He was a graduate of South Amboy 
High School in 1913.  His first job was 
writing for the local paper in town.  When 
World War I broke out, he enlisted in the 
Army with company H 3rd Regiment,  New 
Jersey Infantry.  Harold rose to the rank 
of captain.  After the war ended, he took a 
job with the South Amboy Trust Company, 
where he was elected president for 22 years.  
He also re-enlisted in the Army Reserves 
with the rank of colonel.  He would also be 
a part of World War II, serving in an Army 
transportation unit.  

Hoffman began to dabble in politics in 
1920.  He was City Treasurer from 1920-25, 
and then became South Amboy’s youngest 
mayor at age 29.  He served one term 1925-
26.  Harold was then elected to the House of 
Representatives serving from 1927-31.  He 
reached the peak of his career when elected 
governor in 1935, and was the youngest 
governor elected up to that time.

His career took a turn for the worse as 
governor, when he put himself in the middle 
of one of the most famous criminal trials in 

this country’s history, the Lindbergh Baby 
Kidnapping and murder, which happened in 
Hopewell, NJ.  Governor Hoffman believed 
that Bruno Hauptman was not guilty.  As 
governor, he was able to get a 30-day stay 
of execution to reopen the case, but could 
not stop the execution that took place April 
3, 1936.  Many or most of the people in the 
state disagreed, and Hoffman’s popularity in 
NJ took a big hit.  By state law, Mr. Hoffman 
could not run for 2 consecutive terms as 
governor.  His next position was as Director 
of the State Unemployment Commission 
from 1938-42.  World War II intervened 
on his career.  In ’46, he chose to run in the 
Republican primary for governor against 
Alfred Driscoll, and lost the nomination 
to him.  Driscoll would eventually win the 
election.  (Think bridge!)  Harold returned 
to his position on the state Unemployment 
Commission in 1948, and held that position 
until 3 months before his death.  Just to show 
how well he was known, he appeared on the 
very first “What’s My Line” show as one of 
4 guests.  South Amboy High School was 
renamed Hoffman High School in March of 
1935, and Harold G. Hoffman was the first 
person from town to be put in “Who’s Who 
In America.”  It was quite a career for one 
of South Amboy’s most prominent people 
in history! 

“RORY KELLY” COMES HOME TO 
SOUTH AMBOY TO PLAY AN “ALL 

AMERICAN HOOTENANNY”
By Mary Kate Vacca

Not only will there be a spectacular 
fireworks show on July 3rd, but get ready 
for a good ole’ fashion “All American Hoo-
tenanny” with music that will “rock out” the 
Raritan Bay County Park.

“RORY KELLY” is a 3 piece swamp 
rockin, blues band, headed by main man Rory 
Kelly. Triple Threat is adamant in its delivery 
of exactly what swampy’ rockin’ blues is all 
about; the core essence of pure southern music. 
Rory Kelly drives the force of Triple Threat 
with his stellar guitar work, powerful vocals 
and is a true captivating, charismatic front 
man.  Possessing a playing ability in a league 
with prodigies, Kelly is a self-taught musi-
cian that picked up the guitar as a boy and 
strummed alongside his father,  Mike Kelly, 
drummer.  Mike Kelly born and raised in 
South Amboy has quite the back story in 
thrash metal,  being part of the infamous 
Old Bridge Militia of thrash metal fame as 
the drummer in “Bomb Squad”, “Rocker” 
and “Lacey Page” where he landed his first 
record contract in 1987 with “Jersey Shore 
Records”, owned and operated by our very 
own Tom Burkard.    

Billy Miller, the band’s bass player, 
also a skilled musician, brought the ultimate 
component needed to round out this dirty 
rock n’ roll trio, forming an exceptional 
rhythm section with the elder Kelly to com-
pliment the smoldering swagger of Kelly’s 
rock riffs.

In 2010 “RORY KELLY” released their 
first album, Better than the Blues and soon 
was recognized by venues as a ‘house filler, 
bringing the house to capacity’ and a total 
crowd pleasing experience. Their new album 

was released in late Spring of 2012, revealing 
a band edging toward a harder sound, (Don’t 
Shake My) Family Tree, will be released 
to world-wide distribution through Rusty 
Knuckles with both US and European tours 
planned for 2012 . 

The band’s Face book page www.face-
book.com/rorykellystriplethreat  describes 
their sound as “swamp rock with a Southern 
blues influence.”

Also performing at this spectacular 
rock and roll show will be the opening 
band Shakedown  a newly formed acoustic 
cover band featuring Christina Kelly, Tom 
Small and Rich Fuentes…all familiar faces 
to the NJ cover band circuit.  Expect to see 
this trio expanding and hitting the scene 
this summer.

Next in the lineup will be the return 
of “The Bomb Squad”.  One of (OBMM) 
Old Bridge Metal Militia bands,  original 
lineup: John “Boy” Crothers-lead guitar; 
John Poper-lead vocals; Mike Kelly formerly 
of South Amboy-drums; Mike Bloomer of 
South Amboy-bass guitar.

The shows sound will be produced by 
“Basement Audio Productions”.  Owned and 
operated by Emerson Jones with over ten 
years of experience.  Emmy Jones is a bass 
player and a member of the “Rockdaddy’s 
and has performed in a band with Mike 
Kelly, drummer in “RORY KELLY”, back 
in the 70’s.

The “All American Hootenanny” will 
start at 6pm, Tuesday, July 3rd (rain date 
July 6th) at the Raritan Bay County Park.  
Come on down and enjoy a great night of 
entertainment.
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GOLF OUTING 
RESCHEDULED 
September 24th is the new date for the 

3rd Annual Golf Outing benefiting Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School at Con-
cordia Golf Club in Monroe Township. 

Golfers will tee up at 1:15 PM that Mon-
day for a fee of $125 which is all-inclusive 
from a light lunch of hot dogs and all the 
fixin’s to a barbecue dinner reception and 
on-course beverages. Cart and green fees are 
included. Other sponsorships start at $225 
with promotional benefits.

$20 raffle tickets are also being sold 
beforehand for a chance to win a Forsgate 
Country Club foursome. 

Proceeds from this event provide finan-
cial aid to needy students, strengthen the 
excellence of school programs, maintain 
facilities and increase athletic and extra-
curricular programs. For more info, call 
732-721-0748 ext. 243 or register online at 
www.CardinalMcCarrick.com by September 
14th. All are welcome.
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Obituaries
Ammerata, Mary Ann, 54, of Sayreville 

died on June 1.
Barrow, Constance E. “Connie,” 83, of 

Parlin died on June 20.
Bielak, John J. Jr., 61, of South Amboy 

died on May 27.
Brady, Mary A., 81, formerly of Parlin 

died on June 17.
Brinamen, Thomas, 59, formerly of 

South Amboy died on May 27.
Buickerood, Esther F. Kurtz, 84, of 

South Amboy died on May 31.
Casanova, James D. “Doug,” 61, of 

South Amboy died on June 2.
Christensen, Susan K., 60, of South 

Amboy died on June 1.
Chrzaszcz, Paul M., 24, of South Amboy 

died on June 19. 
Criscuolo, Joseph W., 81, of Parlin died 

on June 8.
Czarneski, Irene M. Dombrowski, 83, 

of Sayreville died on May 28.
Guikoff, Colleen M., 42, formerly of 

South Amboy died on June 7.
Gwizdak, Edward E., 84, formerly of 

Sayreville died on June 6.
Hogya, Matilda “Tillie” Dombrowski, 

88, of Sayreville died on June 6.
Kapica, Stella M. Szott, 93, of Sayreville 

died on June 4.
Keating, John J. “Jack,” 83, formerly 

of South Amboy died on May 25.
McCarthy, Robert J. “Bob,” 28, formerly 

of South Amboy died on May 24. 
Meade, Alberta Dewan, 83, formerly of 

South Amboy died on May 27.
Mikolay, Thomas J. Sr., 82, of Parlin 

died on June 11.
Moran, Robert C., 83, formerly of South 

Amboy died on June 3.
Munck, William M. “Chip,” 86, of South 

Amboy died on June 20.
Paduano, Diane, 59, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on June 7.
Piatek, Anthony A. Jr., 70, of Sayreville 

died on May 21.
Pizzillo, Pasquale J. “Pat,” 92, of South 

Amboy died on June 18. 
Ryan, Robert W. “Smokey,” 65, of South 

Amboy died on June 13.
Schneider, Fred Sr., 94, of Parlin died 

on June 6.
Sowa, Czeslaw “Chester,” 72, formerly 

of Sayreville died on may 28.
Straub, Rosemary A., 83, formerly of 

South Amboy died on June 6.
Szot, Miyoko “Jean,” 85, of Sayreville 

died on June 13.
Thasites, Nina, 77, of Parlin died on 

May 27.
Tischler, Gloria F. Siedlecki, 78, of 

Parlin died on May 28.
Waresk, Brittany M., 22, formerly of 

Sayreville died on June 4.
Witczak, Nancy, 81, of Sayreville died 

on May 28.
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1982-St. Mary’s girls softball Parochial B State Champions are pictured Back row (l-r) 
Coach George Micak, Janice Reilly, Lynn Kilcooley, Karen Charmello, Asst. Coach Mary 
Jo Kuegle.  Middle row (l-r) Tom Radwanski, scorekeeper, Robin Ruotilio, Allison Carew, 
Karen Waltz, Mary Jean Sibilia, Eleanor Wykpisz, Jeanne Radwanski.  Front row (l-r) Mary 
Delduca, Regina Korkowski, Bridget Beshada, Bev Godlesky, Eileen Reilly, Karen Hughes.  
Missing-Karen Kilcooley.  (Photo/names courtesy of Eileen Reilly Green)

Brian O’Connor’s School Of Music held its annual Jam Fest earlier this month to a capacity crowd.  School owner and instructor Brian O’Connor performed with his students, 
showcasing the students on guitar, bass, saxophone, keyboards and vocals.  Songs performed included Johnny B. Goode, Manic Monday, Mean, Bang Bang, Caribbean Queen, 
Jumping Jack Flash and many more crowd favorites. If you couldn’t make the show this year, keep an eye out for next year’s Jam Fest!
 Pictured:Front row Shayna Lee O’Connor, Nicola Pawlowski, Alexis Pawlowski, Marena Carter, Diana Rodriguez, DJ Crocker, Mike Autunnale, Anthony Pesch and Kyle O’Connor. Middle 
row Suhani Shah, Nick Zonak, Mark Kocsis, Lukas Szpindor, Brian O’Connor, Brian Batista, Giavanni Spataro, Tyler McCormack, Louis Mastro, Kevin O’Connor, Brendan O’Keeffe and 
Bruce Grankowski. Back row Kyle Poetsch, Dennis Nardone, Kevin Eustace, Pranav Datla, Ron Sutter, Sean Kelly, Rich Steele and Steven Steele. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

THE “CIB” OR “COMBAT 
INFANTRYMAN’S BADGE”   

By HENNY THE DJ
When you go in the Army you must 

very quickly learn the differences and nu-
ances of military uniforms and their insignia 
because obviously as a soldier you are now 
responsible for the element of Army Life 
called “Military Courtesy.” You are required 
to properly salute all officers, so you learn 
not only that officers are the ones who wear 
their rank on their shoulders, but, in addition, 
that if you are walking on a military base, 
and you are in uniform, you even have to 
salute an officer’s car as it passes you by.  
In additon, you learn that it is very wise to 
be aware of the uniform markings on the 
sleeves of any NCO – non commissioned 
officer – Sergeant- you come in contact with 
because just like the adage says, they are 
the ones who run the Army on a day to day 
basis and the last persons you even want to 
slightly show disrespect.

You’ve all seen the splash of ribbons, 
medals and badges displayed on the left 
breast area of a Class A uniform of military 
personnel depicted on television, in the mov-
ies, or occasionally in real life. Of course, all 
these ribbons, badges, stripes, and medals 
mean next to nothing to civilians, but military 
people are very aware of the significance of 
each of these items a fellow soldier wears 
on his chest and show a certain  respect him 
or her accordingly.

However, there is one badge, one you 
probably have never heard of, that is uni-
versally respected by military people past 
and present so much that the wearer of that 
badge is given almost a religious amount of 
reverence by his fellow soldiers. A badge 
that immediately sets the wearer apart from 
all other soldiers regardless of rank.  And 
in the Army that badge is called the C-I-B, 
or the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. It’s 
worn a quarter inch above all other ribbons 
or badges and is a silver infantryman’s rifle 

on an infantry or royal blue background 
circled by a silver wreath on a name tag size 
rectangular piece of metal.

Here in official Army language are part 
of the ominous requirements for receiving 
the decoration  known as the “CIB”: “ A 
Soldier must be personally present and 
under fire while serving in an assigned 
Infantry or Special Forces primary duty, 
in a unit engaged in active ground combat 
to close with and destroy the enemy with 
direct fires. Improvised Explosive Device 
(IEDs), Vehicle-Borne IEDS (VBIEDS) and 
the like are direct fire weapons. While no 
fixed, qualifying distance from an explosion 
of these devices can be established, com-
manders should consider the entirety of the 
combat situation when considering award 
of the CIB.”

This means just what it says: “in a 
unit…personally present and under direct 
fire.”  The recipient of that Badge had his 
or her life and limb threatened over a sus-
tained amount of time in a combat area so 
dangerous that it was understood that he or 
she  was more likely to become a casualty 
than not.

Robert “Smokey” Ryan passed away 
last week and as a long time friend and I 
was aware he served in Vietnam, but from 
Smokey’s obituary I discovered that he re-
ceived three Purple Heart Awards from his 
being wounded in battle and the Bronze Star 
for his special gallantry in Combat. Then, as 
I was kneeling at his casket at Gundrum’s 
saying goodbye to him, I saw two beautiful 
pins shining on the lapels of his suit jacket. 
On one was a golden pin recognizing the 25th 
Division that he served with in Vietnam. And 
on the other was his CIB badge, and I was 
proud that I knew how much his service and 
those awards meant to him and how much 
hell he had to go through to earn them. 
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