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Tarallo Elected President
Joe Tarallo was recently elected 

President of the New Jersey Pharmacist 
Association.

Joe was born and raised in South Amboy 
and started practicing at Peterson’s Pharmacy 
in 1972.

He currently resides in Matawan and 
owns and operates Park Plaza Pharmacy in 
Old Bridge with his wife Sandy for the past 
27 years. Congratulations to Joe on his ap-
pointment and 40 years in the business.  

Democrats Win In Sayreville
The Sayreville Democratic Party cap-

tured two, 3-year Borough Council seats.  
Ricci Melendez was the top vote-getter with 
7,737 votes, while running mate David J. 

McGill received 7,460.  Republican can-
didates Larry Doyle racked up 6,083, and 
incumbent Nicholas Perrette 5,940.

The South Amboy Democratic Party was victorious in all 3 Wards.  The winners pictured (l-r) 
Donald Applegate, First Ward; Christine Noble, Second Ward; Zusette Dato, Third Ward.

South Amboy Dems Victorious
The South Amboy Democrats defeated 

independent challengers in 3 races for 4-year 
council seats.  In the 1st Ward, incumbent 
Donald Applegate defeated Kenneth Wal-
czak, who was running on the (People Not 
Party) ticket, 461-282.  Christine Noble eas-

ily outdistanced Vincent Mackiel, running 
on the (Green Party) ticket, 568-154 in the 
2nd Ward.   Zusette Dato won over Eugene 
“Gene” Reagan, (People Not Party) slate, 
516-419.

Democrats David McGill (l) and Ricci Melendez (r) were elected to the Borough of Sayreville 
Council in the Nov. 6th election.

Former Principal Dies
Rita Whitney, 90, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 29th, the day Hurricane 
Sandy struck our communities.  She was a 
Sister of Mercy for 34 years, serving as a 
teacher, and later principal of St. Mary’s 
Grammar School in the 1960’s.  Most South 
Amboy people remember her as Sister Mary 
Beata.  After leaving the convent, she worked 
for the Sayreville Public School District and 

was principal at Washington Elementary 
School for 5 years, Sayreville Junior HS 
for 4 years, and Sayreville War Memorial 
HS for 4 years.  Following her retirement 
from the educational field, she worked for 
the Monroe Twp. Dept. of Aging at the Se-
nior Center for 14 years, and served as the 
Director of the Senior Center for 14 years.  
She will not be forgotten. 

Three Elected To 
Board of Education

In the South Amboy Board of Education 
election for three, 3-year seats, Paula Taggart 
registered the most votes with 1,135.  She 
was closely followed by John Dragotta who 
tallied 1,126, and Lynn Kasics 1,048. 

Rupp’s  #1 Again
Rupp’s Ace Hardware was selected 

by the readers of the Home News Tribune 
as the “Best Hardware Store” for the third 
consecutive year.  Located at 347 Washington 
Ave., Sayreville, Rupp’s has been  serving 
locals for over 59 years.  Congratulations, 
Ray, Andy and staff on your well-deserved 
honor and award!

The Aftermath Of Sandy
By Steve Schmid and Tom Burkard

Two huge trees were blown onto this house on Washington Road in Sayreville.  (Photos 
by Tom Burkard)

(Continued on page 25)

The force of Hurricane Sandy brought this sailboat almost into a Lighthouse Bay homeowners 
backyard.

Hurricane Sandy Special Issue

Local residents and businesses continue 
their slow recovery from Hurricane Sandy, 
which slammed the area Monday Oct. 29.  
The powerful storm left behind downed trees, 
power lines and eroded beaches.  In South 
Amboy, the Knights of Columbus building 
on Fourth St. was severely damaged.  The 
winds ripped apart the roof over the third 
floor, and caused the collapse of the porch 
facing Fourth St.  The K of C building 
looked as if a bomb hit the structure.  The 
Masonic Lodge on Main St. also sustained 

structural damage.
South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry’s home 

on Main St. was impacted by a fallen tree for 
the second consecutive year.  A Sycamore 
tree was uprooted and came in contact with 
his second floor window.  Longtime South 
Amboy resident, Chris Solasky, while stand-
ing in front of Henry’s house commented 
that, “I never want to see another storm like 
this in my lifetime.”   Mayor Henry reported 
the damage east of the railroad tracks “Was 
terrible.  The floodwaters surged into the area 
leaving behind debris and mud.”  He said 
that 8 houses on the 100 block at Rosewell 
St., Augusta St., John St., and Henry St. are 
uninhabitable.  He said, “This is the worst 
flood ever in South Amboy.”  Henry added 
“The police department set up blockades in 
the affected area to keep out looters.”

Raritan Bay Waterfront Park sustained 

major damage from the 7 to 12 foot storm 
surge that was fueled by a full moon.  The 
walkway north of the Judith Lecki Walkway 
Bridge was badly damaged.  Bricks from the 
walkway collapsed in several areas where 
the large waves eroded the land underneath 
it.  The homes at Lighthouse Bay along 
the coast had flooded basements and water 
damage.  They also lost shingles and sidings 
from the hurricane force wind gusts.  The new 
sidewalk, built after Tropical Storm Irene last 
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The American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy held a Veterans Day Service 
in front of the South Amboy City Hall.  Past Commander David Dill (l) and Commander 
Bob “Zak” Sekerak placed the memorial wreath by the Veterans Memorial Statue.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Honoring Our VeteransTalk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

In Memoriam
Peggy Grieco, 89, of South Amboy died 

on Oct. 26.  She was highly-regarded as a 
dance instructor for all the senior citizens 
centers in the area.  Francis “Leroy” To-
maszewski, 70, of Sayreville died on Oct. 
28.  He was owner/operator of Sayreville 
Auto Body, and Vietnam War veteran, who 
received citations for saving a man’s life, 
as well as the National Defense Service 
Medal.   Francis “Frank” Januszak, 73, of 
South Amboy died on Nov. 5.  He was a great 
guy who served 2 terms as Grand Knight of 
South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council 
426, and also ran for City Council many 
years ago.  They will be missed but always 
remembered!

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.  President of Sayreville Emergency Squad, 
Inc. in 1977?  a. William Blanken b. John 
Hickey c. Harry Farver
2.  He was named captain of the South Amboy 
First Aid in ’62?  a. Thomas Downs III b. 
John McCloud c. James Ryan
3. In 1983, he was Chief of President Park 
Ind. Fire Co., Inc.?  a. John Rux b. Robert 
Pipp c.Paul Mikolas
4. This South Amboy resident graduated 
from West Point in ’63?  a. Robert Hackett b. 
Francis Matarangolo c. John Muldowney
5. In ’73, where was Sayreville Auto Parts 
located?  a. Main St. b. Jernee Mill Rd. c. 
Rt. 35 South
6. Hoffman High’s Senior Class President 
in 1975?  a. Lynn Barna b. James Jensen c. 
John Stinkoski
7. Sayreville’s Magistrate in 1980?  a. John 
Everett b. Herbert Bierman c. John Lucitt
8. St. Mary’s High School nurse in 1990?  
a. Pat Burke b. Betty Farrell c. Peggy Dom-
browski 
9. In ’77, the president of the Laurel Park 
Civic Association?  a. Suzanne Pleshette b. 
Ed O’Connell c. Harold A. Chiti
10. This business was located at Broadway 
and Main St. in South Amboy in 1987?  a. 
Briggs Chevrolet b. Honda Plus c. Century 
Chevrolet 
11. In 1975, Silver’s Furniture was located in 
Sayreville at?  a. Washington Rd. b. Ernston 
Rd. c. Main St. 
12. What year did Rev. Joseph Banach be-
come Sacred Heart Church pastor?  a. 1979 
b. 1983 c. 1985

Answers
1a 2a 3c 4b 5a 6b 7b 8a 9b 10c 11c 12b.

South Amboy Youth 
Group Karate Class

 All Monday evening Karate classes 
at the senior citizen bld. are cancelled until 
Monday  Dec. 3rd due to the storm and the 
building being used for the relief center.

 Thank You, Master Brian O’Connor.

Music at Saint 
Mary’s  

On Sunday, November 18, 2012 at  4PM  
The Monmouth Winds will perform at St. 
Mary’s Church, South Amboy.

The Monmouth Winds, all members of 
the Monmouth Symphony Orchestra, were 
formed in 2009.  Their performances include 
standard woodwind quintet repertoire, jazz, 
popular tunes, and world music.  Critics 
and audiences alike have praised the Mon-
mouth Winds for their intriguing repertoire, 
which they perform with great vitality and 
insight.  Please come and be a part of this 
incredible musical experience!

Suggested Donation $ 15  Cheerfully 
Accepted!  Please join us afterward for a 
meet-the-artist reception in the church hall. 
Please call with any questions: Eszter at 732-
213-0989 or Chris at 732-721-0179.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   November 17, 2012  �

A huge Grand Opening was held for the new South Amboy business, Fittings By Sheila.  
Pictured at the festive event is owner Sheila Gonzalez-Gomez, her parents Jorge and Rosario 
Gonzalez-Gomez, Mayor Fred Henry, family and friends. (Photo by Allyson Keegan)

Mayor Fred Henry (r) cuts the ribbon at the Grand Opening of Fittings By Sheila, located at 
106 North Broadway.  Also pictured (l-r) Jorge Gonzalez-Gomez, owner Sheila Gonzalez-
Gomez, and Rosario Gonzalez-Gomez.  (Photo by Allyson Keegan)

Fittings by Sheila
By Allyson Keegan

SA Times Intern
Not only is October “Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month,” but it also marked the 
opening of a brand new shop on Broadway. 
Fittings by Sheila is a new boutique located 
next to Mid Jersey Respiratory. What makes 
this shop more unique than many of the other 
shops around South Amboy is that is an 
entire store designed and dedicated to help 
Mastectomy patients feel comfortable again. 
Shelia Gonzalez, the founder and manager 
of the store shared her inspiration about 
opening this one of a kind boutique in our 
little town. Shelia mentioned “My mom and 
dad have owned a medical store for nineteen 
years, and ever since I was little, I wanted to 
help those around me. Lately, there has been 
an increase for breast cancer awareness. I 
wanted women to feel proud of themselves 
again, and not have to travel far to do so.” 
Shelia’s dedication to help those around her 
truly inspired her customers.

Dorothy Szczecina, a ten year survivor 
of Breast Cancer expressed her gratitude 
towards Fittings by Shelia. With a big smile 
on her face, she recalls when she had first 
found out about the store’s opening. “I first 
saw the ad in the SA Times, and I called 
Shelia right away!” Dorothy remembers 
another Mastectomy shop that was nearby, 
but one day they just packed up and moved. 
Dorothy, like many other women, are excited 
to see a boutique like this open in town. 
Not only were her newly found custom-
ers proud of Shelia’s hard work, but her 
parents Jorge and Rosario Gonzalez also 
shared how extraordinarily proud they are 
of their daughter. Jorge and Rosario own 
and run Mid Jersey Respiratory, which is 
conveniently located right next door to the 
boutique. Jorge comments on his daughter’s 
new shop, saying “It is a great undertaking. 

She’s helping everyone, and she’s follow-
ing in a profession that I have been active 
in for the past forty years. It’s nice to pass 
on the torch.” Rosario, Shelia’s mother also 
expressed her pride in her daughter and in 
the new shop, “The shop feels like a new 
baby. The business is very touching. When 
the women are first diagnosed, they are sad 
and it shows on their faces. The minute they 
come in here, we help them with the fittings, 
and the minute they come out and they see the 
expression on their husband’s faces, or their 
friend’s faces, their entire mood is changed. 
It’s amazing to see such a transformation in 
a matter of minutes.”

Those in the shop on opening day not 
only included survivors and supporters, but 
also Father Marian from Sacred Heart that 
gave a special blessing to the store, and 
Mayor Fred Henry who helped cut the rib-
bon. Within the store, shoppers can find a 
wide variety of jewelry, shoes, hair pieces, 
and even breast cancer awareness items on 
sale. Another survivor, Junel Hutchinson 
shared her story on when she was diagnosed. 
“I went for a regular routine checkup. I had 
to go for a Mammogram, and then an ultra 
sound. During the biopsy, my doctor told 
me I was positive for breast cancer, and I 
was at stage two of the cancer. I was given 
my options, and decided to first go through 
six rounds of chemo therapy, followed by 
eight weeks of radiation. Today I am cancer 
free.” A smile suddenly appeared as she 
mentioned that she worked with Jorge, and 
when she hear about the store opening, “It’s 
very near and dear to me, not to mention 
very supportive as well.” Shelia’s shop will 
inspire each and every one of her customers, 
and we wish her the best of luck with her 
new business!



       November 17, 2012   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1982
By Tom Burkard

Diana Ross & Lionel Richie’s “Endless 
Love” topped the Pop Music charts, when St. 
Mary’s Class of 1982 returned for its final 
school year in September 1981…Sister Joan 
Gavron was principal and Gary Schreiber, 
assistant principal…Some of the fine faculty 
included Sister Veronica Murray, Frank 
Yusko, Carol Januszewski, Dorothy Hol-
liday, Sister Janet Christensen…

Erin O’Toole and Kelli Quigley were 
Editors-In-Chief of the yearbook, which was 
dedicated to William Ryan…Elise Sattilaro 
was Editor of the Literary Magazine…Cindy 
Zdzienicki was president of the Honor Soci-
ety…Some social activities and clubs were; 
Performing Arts; Folk Group; Gifted & Tal-
ented; Olympics of the Mind; the Christmas 
Ball; Fall Dance, and the Valentine’s Day 
Dance at which Mary Judith Zaleski was 
chosen Queen...

Some of the seniors selected randomly 
were; Terri Abbatiello, Donna Booker, Renee 
Bouchard, Kathy Creed, Carole Durski, John 
Fitzsimmons, Martin Green, Patty Latham, 
Kevin Lenahan, Sean Loftus, Frank Nebus, 
John Nebus, Jacqueline O’Connor, Nancy 
Orlowski, Laurie Pachkowski, Sal Piccolo, 
John Prusik, Hitesh Rama, Ted Roxbury, 
Patricia Silva, Knut Svennigsen, Stephen 
Tanchyk, Bill Tarallo, Maria Viglionese, 
Lori Woods…

The Class of ’82 changed its favorite 
hangout spot from the Bay to Horseshoe 

Road in Sayreville, while on the national 
scene, the recession deepened, inflation grew 
and unemployment rose…E.T., The Extra-
Terrestrial captured the nation’s heart, and 
became the highest grossing movie in his-
tory…Princess Grace of Monaco was killed 
in an auto accident…Katherine Hepburn 
became the first person to win four Oscars 
for acting…

St. Mary’s athletic program was at its 
peak in ’82.  The school won 2 state cham-
pionships, in girls’ softball under rookie 
Coach George Micak, and the boys’ tennis 
team under Coach Bill Ryan…Some of the 
many talented senior athletes included; Tim 
Berger, Bridget Beshada, Sandy Bravo, Tony 
Camporeale, Liz Caniello, Tom Connor, 
Mike Connors, Eileen Fallon, Mike Fitzger-
ald, Francisco Gallegos, Bev Godlesky, Lau-
rie Gregor, Pat Grimley, Joe Harrigan, Tom 
Howarth, Tom Johnson, Ken Kopko, Regina 
Korkowski, Joe Kudelka, Tom Marcano, 
Sue Morris, John Newsholme, Tom Noble, 
Eileen Reilly, Darcy Onyskow, Sal Rinaldi, 
Joe Szaro, Theresa Tabasko, Phil Valdivia, 
Patricia White, Jim Ventuolo, Mary Judith 
Zaleski, Cindy Zdzienicki…

At graduation time, the song “Ebony & 
Ivory” by Paul McCartney & Stevie Wonder 
ruled the charts.  The St. Mary’s Class of ’82 
was a respectful, gifted and fun-loving group 
of teenagers, who have definitely succeeded 
in making the world a better place.
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 Placement Test For CMHS
Due to power outages and other compli-

cations from Super Storm Sandy, Cardinal 
McCarrick High School is adding a new 
date for the High School Placement Test, 
on Saturday November 17.

Applicants who were affected by the 

storm or were unable to take the test on the 
originally scheduled dates, will be able to 
take the test on November 17. For additional 
information please call 732-721-0748 or visit 
www.cardinalmccarrick.com.
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Grand Opening Of The Yogurt Shack

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (c) shares his delicious yogurt with the youngest member 
of the Yogurt Shack Family, as other members enjoy the Grand Opening on Washington 
Rd. in Parlin.

Mayor Kennedy O’Brien was on hand for the Grand Opening of the Yogurt Shack in Parlin, 
with other members of the Seyglinski and Gay family along with their mother/grandmother, 
Joan Ogorek.  (Photos by Tom Burkard) 
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Rev. Marian Drozd, Middlesex County Grand Marshal, is pictured leading the contingent up 
Fifth Ave. in New York City during the 75th Anniversary Pulaski Day Parade.  Rev. Drozd, 
Parochial Vicar of Sacred Heart Church, South Amboy is followed by Miss Polonia,  Ewelina 
Maciag, Jr. Miss Polonia, Danielle Nicoletti, and Little Miss Polonia, Monica Sliwowski.  
(Photo submitted)  

Wells Fargo presented a $1,000 grant to the South Amboy Y at their Community Partners 
Breakfast Ceremony on October 4. Thank you to William Hill, Store Manager of the Wells 
Fargo Bank in South Amboy, for his recognition of the Y’s efforts in our community. The grant 
will go toward providing a resource center for our LIVESTRONG at the YMCA Program, a 
free program for cancer survivors. (Photo Submitted)

Friends of the 
Sayreville Public 
Library Record 

Donations
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will continue its program of program 
of record donations. The records must be 
either 45’s or 33 1/3. In addition old record 
players and books about music are also being 
sought.  Please contact Teri at 732-727-7639 
for further information or if you have a large 
record donation.

Pulaski Day Parade
By Ann Marie Tauber

The 75th Annual Pulaski Day Parade 
honoring Gen. Casimir Pulaski and the Polish 
communities, was held on Oct. 7th in New 
York City.  Rev. Marian Drozd, Parochial 
Vicar of Sacred Heart Church was Grand 
Marshal for Middlesex County.  Repre-
senting Sacred Heart Church were Junior 

Miss Polonia, Ewelina Maciag, Junior Miss 
Polonia, Danielle Nicoletti, and Little Miss 
Polonia, Monica Sliwowski.

Members of the Sacred Heart Rosary 
Society and students from Sacred Heart 
School also marched up Fifth Ave. with the 
Middlesex County contingent.

Thrift Store Open
The Sacred Heart Thrift Store, located in 

the convent on Walnut St. in South Amboy 
is open Thursdays and Saturdays from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  All items of reasonable size 
are accepted.  

Order Grave 
Blankets And 
Wreaths Now

St. Stan’s Altar Rosary Society will be 
taking orders for grave blankets and wreaths 
on the weekends of Nov. 17-18, and Nov. 
24-25.  Samples are in the main lobby and 
elevator lobby of the church.  3 sizes are 
available, small (2 ½ ft.)- $20; medium (3 1/2 
ft.)-$25; large (4 ft.)-$35.  Pickup date is Sat., 
Dec. 8th, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the parking 
lot behind the church.  Payment is due when 
order is placed.  Checks should be made out 
to: St. Stan’s Altar Society.  For more info 
call Bernadine at 732-257-3077; Alfreda 
732-257-4839; Julie 732-254-4908. 
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OLV Seniors 
Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their 
monthly meeting on Friday, December 7 
at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. After 
a short business meeting we will have our 
annual catered Christmas Luncheon for our 
members. Members’ dues should be paid by 
the November meeting.  To make reserva-
tions for the luncheon, please contact Geri 
at 732-257-4351 no later than November 
30th. You must have a reservation in order 
to be served the meal. No walk-ins will be 
honored.   In the spirit of Christmas please 
bring a non-perishable food donation for 
St. Vincent de Paul Society. Make sure it is 
not an out of date food item. Membership is 
always open. You must be 55 years or older 
to join. For further information, contact Teri 
at 732-727-7639. 

Preparing for a 
Victorian Christmas 

During the 19th century, it took weeks 
to prepare for Christmas. There were fruit-
cakes and cookies to be baked, Christmas 
pudding was made on Stir Up Sunday (the 
last Sunday before the season of Advent), 
plus gifts needed to be wrapped. There 
was excitement in the air thinking about 
decorating the home and Christmas tree. 
Before store bought glass ornaments, the 
tree was decorated with fruit, toys, small 
gifts, and homemade decorations. Today, 
we will sip on cider and make an old time 
decoration or two for your Christmas tree. 
Saturday, December 1 from 2:00 to 4:00PM 
at Sayreville Public Library. Ages 18 and up 
only! Some supplies will be available. Please 
bring scissors, a glue stick, a stapler, and any 
fancy items…feathers, sequins, fancy paper 
etc. Only 16 spots are available so register 
quickly! For more information or to register, 
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 x25 or email 
her at alainad@lmxac.org.
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Decades of Creativity- Ten Middlesex County College alumni – from 1977 to 2011  
displayed their artistic talents at the College’s Alumni Art Exhibit. The program, open to 
all MCC alumni, showcased painting, photography and sculpture. The exhibit is in the 
College Center Gallery on the Edison campus and will be open through October 26. The 
artists were recognized at a reception in October. Seated from left: Ashley Hanania ’05 
(Princeton),  Gabrielle Ambrozia ’11 (Parlin), Amy Glass ’09 (East Brunswick). Standing: 
Veronica Clinton, director of development and alumni relations and executive director of 
the MCC Foundation, Michael Hart ’84 (North Brunswick), Eric McNerney ’85 (Neptune), 
David Link ’09 (East Brunswick), Linda Stockman ’86 (Bethlehem, PA), Michele Sutera ’08 
(Bushkill, PA), and Dorothy Bitetto ’69, Alumni Association trustee. Also participating but 
unable to attend:  Monique Ortiz-Arndt ’02 (Highland Park), Nancy Swolensky ’77 (Somerset), 
and Nicholas Tancredi ’11.  (Photo/Info Submitted)

Scrabble Club
Join us at Sayreville Public Library on 

the first and third Friday of every month to 
play a few rounds of Scrabble. This month’s 
dates are December 7th and 21st, from 
1:30-3:30pm. The library has a Scrabble 

Board, but you may bring your own also. 
No need to sign up in advance, just show 
up and make new friends! If you have any 
questions, email Alaina at alainad@lmxac.
org or call 732-727-0212 x25.

South Amboy Middle School
Students of the Month 

September
Phys. Ed 7 - Samantha Rios, Phys. Ed 

8 - Patrick Walsh, Computers 7 - Mark By-
rnes, Computers 8 - Sara Zammitt, Spanish 
7 - Cassandra Gonzalez, Spanish 8 - Ashley, 
Rodriguez, Math 7 - Chris Ennim, Math 8 - 
Gabby Rugel, English 7 - Grace Gonzalez

English 8 - Tyler Combs, Reading 7 - 
Michalina Modzalewska, Reading 8 - Jordan 
Drevelusm Science 7 - Chris Ennim, Science 
8 - Mary Whiteley, Social Studies 7 - Grace 
Gonzalez, Social Studies 8 - Louis Mastro, 
Algebra - Adam Drazanin.
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The Dowdell Library Foundation had a successful chocolate tasting and silent auction in 
October, to benefit the South Amboy Library.  Pictured sampling the delicacies are (l-r) Library 
Director Elaine Gaber and Mimi Pichey, President of the Dowdell Library Foundation.  This 
was a very unique event, and provided much needed funds for the library to maintain its 
daily operations and service to their members.  (Photo/Info by Joe Lotkowictz)

Chocolate Tasting And Silent Auction A 
Sweet Success

The aroma of cocoa and sugar perfumed 
the air and “Charlie and the Chocolate Fac-
tory” provided the perfect backdrop for the 
most unique fundraiser ever to come to South 
Amboy. Chocolatiers, local bakeries, and 
area vendors were on hand, as participants 
sampled decadent treats and bid on specialty 
gift baskets, event tickets, and other quality 
items.

The Dowdell Library Foundation hosted 
this Chocolate Tasting and Silent Auction on 
Sunday, October 21st, to raise funds for the 
South Amboy library. All of the $2,000 raised 
will be used to purchase new computers.

South River’s “2 Chicks with Choco-
late” and Edison’s Raritan Bakery co-

sponsored this one-of-a-kind event.  Along 
with these sponsors, generous donors 
included Gertrude Hawk, Maureen’s Candy, 
The Melting Pot, Thomas Sweet, Valrhona 
Chocolates, LaBonbonniere Bake Shoppes, 
Reo Diner, Sipo’s Bakery as well as Food-
town, Jacqueline’s Florist, Talkin’ Heads, 
State Theatre, South Amboy Y, Colleen’s 
Kitchen, Sciortino’s, Atlantic Standard, and 
many more. 

A ceremonial cutting of a signature 
chocolate fudge cake from Harold’s New 
York Deli was the afternoon’s highlight.  
For more information about the foundation 
or to make a donation please contact info@
Dowdellfoundation.org or call 732-316-
1078. The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.   Dona-
tions are tax deductible. 

Box
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 2005

Create a space for me box
Make a place for me to hide
Within your walls let me confide
Flip the latch and click the locks
Darkness set aside for me
I’ll  hear no words, you’ll bear no sounds
Pick me a corner to crouch down
This is where I want to be
“Get up you fool, you have a pox
Don’t you make a home in here
Go face the world and live out there
Set not to me I’m just a box.”

Gobble Gobble 
Swim

South Amboy, NJ – The South Amboy 
Branch YMCA will be hosting a “Gobble 
Gobble Swim” event on Sunday, November 
18 from 1-3pm. Feel less guilty about your 
Thanksgiving meal – come swim laps to 
prepare! Registration is required in advance. 
Please visit the Welcome Desk of the South 
Amboy YMCA to register for this event, 
or visit www.ymcaofmewsa.org to register 
online. Event is free for Members, and $5 per 
person for Non-Members. For more informa-
tion, contact Sarah Navarro at 732-316-8209 
or sarah.navarro@ymcaofmewsa.org.
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Movie Matinee
Sayreville Public Library offers its 

monthly movie matinee on Friday, De-
cember 14, from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Enjoy 
popular movie hits on our new 84” x 84” 
screen and fresh popcorn from our popcorn 
machine!  Watch a movie and meet fellow 
movie enthusiasts! Check our website 
at: www.sayrevillelibrary.org to see this 
month’s selection and to register. Adults 
only, please. Contact Alaina by phone at 
732-727-0212 x25 or email alainad@lmxac.
org for more information!

Handel’s Messiah-
Dec. 15th

On Saturday, Dec. 15th, 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Mary’s Church,  “Handel’s Messiah”  will be 
performed by Saint Mary Chamber Orches-
tra & Chorus under conductor Christopher 
M.C. Deibert.  This is an outstanding show, 
perfect for the Christmas season.  Suggested 
donation is $15.  Don’t miss it!

Christmas Donations Sought
The South Amboy Housing Author-

ity Youth Activity Advisory Committee is 
seeking donations for its Annual Christmas 
Party.  The Y.A.A.C. group provides less 
fortunate families in our community with 
safe and enjoyable entertainment.  Any 
contributions are welcomed, and will help 
make this holiday season special to these 
children.  Your gift, no matter how big or 
small, will make a huge difference and will 
be greatly appreciated by those who are 

most in need for the holiday season.  The 
Christmas donation deadline is Tues., Dec. 
4, unless your donation is perishable, and 
others arrangements will be made.

Your tax-deductible donation can be sent 
to: South Amboy Housing Authority Youth 
Activity Advisory Committee, 250 South 
Broadway, PO Box 817, South Amboy, NJ 
08879.  For more info call Jamie Stratton, 
Coordinator at 732-721-1831, ext. 13.
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The South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council 426 suffered severe damage to the roof 
and front porch.

This big tree fell on the Main Street homes of South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry and a 
neighbor. (Photos by Tom Burkard)

People Helping People, Heroes 
Everywhere, Coming Together

By Tom Burkard
Hurricane Sandy was unbelievable!  

What a mess!  Everywhere I’ve gone in 
South Amboy and Sayreville to photograph 
the catastrophe, people had stories to tell, 
memories, not pleasant ones,  that they will 
keep for the rest of their lives.  It seemed 
like each horror story of the destruction was 
worse than the previous one I listened to, but 
to every sad story, there were amazingly good 
ones, where neighbors, friends and families 
came together to help each other, and even 
people they didn’t know.

Our hats go off to all of the local fire 
departments, police departments, first aid 
squads, EMT’s, rescue squads, Middlesex 
County Sheriff’s officers, volunteers who 
distributed water and ice at the Sayreville 
Fire Academy and South Amboy First Aid 
on Main St., the organizers of the drop-off 
centers at St. Stan’s Msgr. Dalton Hall, and 
also the former South Amboy Senior Citizens 
Center on South Stevens Ave., the group 
that cooked and much more in the parking 
lot of Camillo’s Restaurant on MacArthur 
Ave. in Sayreville, the average caring human 
being, who like Ed Bolk of Parlin, took it 
upon themselves to go out of their way to 
get contributions and products for the vic-
tims in need, and those who rescued many 
from the flood waters and saved lives.  Also,  
those who organized and ran the shelters for 
both towns, which was not an easy chore.  
So many people were heroes in their own 
ways, doing their part to help their fellow 
men and women.  

In my travels throughout the local com-
munities immediately following Hurricane 
Sandy, I had the opportunity to interview 
some of the heroes.

Lisa Eicher, Jerry Ust
 Sayreville Councilwoman said that 

“After the storm, people wanted to donate.  
They were worried about the kids.  I saw 
Bon Jovi on Weber Ave., and he mentioned 
the concert to raise funds for the victims. 
Afterwards, I decided we needed a place to 
organize, donate, collect, a central location 
for everyone that would be secure.  Recre-
ation Director Jerry Ust and I attended an 

OEM meeting, and I had an idea to start a 
fund for the victims, so people could send 
money through the Borough.”  They needed 
a building, and she asked Father Ryan, pas-
tor of Our Lady of Victories if the Msgr. 
Dalton Hall could be used as the center, 
and he gave his approval.  Eicher said that 
“I put it on Facebook, and the word spread.  
It’s an awesome feeling.  The whole town 
came together.  We’re helping all areas of 
Sayreville, South Amboy and South River 
neighbors.”  She said that their many vol-
unteers running the center include teachers, 
students, police, parents, and entire families.  
She mentioned some local businesses who 
donated food, supplies, and much more in-
cluded J. O’Neill’s, Milltown Bagels, Costa 
Verde, T & J Caterers, Culinary Classics.  
Lisa said that “Pretty soon, we’ll go back to 
normal, but the people affected will never 
be back to normal.”

The center’s new location is 287 Cheese-
quake Rd., Parlin, Suites K & L.  “The build-
ing was donated by Jimmy Gillette for as 
long as needed,” according to Eicher.

Great job, Lisa, Jerry, and the count-
less, hard-working volunteers who helped 
to stock-pile the center with clothing, food, 
supplies, and just about anything you can 
think of that the caring people of Sayreville 
and surrounding areas so kindly donated. 

South Amboy Disaster Relief Center
Mary Lou DeBlis, Dawn Matthews
Mary Lou DeBlis and Dawn Matthews 

organized and ran this outstanding center 
for hurricane victims, and received plenty 
of donations from local residents and as far 
away as Spotswood, when the Spotswood 
Fire Dept. brought a huge truckload of cloth-
ing and everyday essentials to the center.  
Home Depot brought a trailer full of pails 
and other items, and at least 18 workers to 
help unload the trailer.   DeBlis reported that 
the center had 275 victims last Friday, the 
highest amount since it opened. 

Congratulations Mary Lou, Dawn, and 
your many dedicated volunteers!   

(Continued on page 25)
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Turkey Time!

This undated photo is believed to be from the late 1970’s. Pictured (l-r) are ?,  Memorial 
Hospital’s Chief Tech John P. O’Brien, Sarah Brown, ?.  It appears that the man on the 
left is donating or delivering turkeys to the hospital for Thanksgiving.  If anyone has more 
information on this photo, such as the year, or the unidentified man and woman, please 
let us know. 

Walter Holt

Holt Inducted Into 
Hall Of Fame

Walter Holt, son of Peggy and Arvid 
Holt of Morgan, was inducted into the Berks 
County Aquatic Hall of Fame in Reading, 
PA on May 12th.  Holt, a 1975 graduate of 
Sayreville War Memorial HS, developed his 
skills under the coaching of Tim Tice at the 
Parlin YMCA.  He then went on to Glassboro 
State College, (now Rowan University) and 
earned All-American honors in breaststroke, 
freestyle, and relay events.  He was inducted 
into the GSC/Rowan Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2000.  Holt began his coaching career 
at Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club.  He 
also coached and taught Health & Physical 
Education at Watchung Hills HS in Warren, 
NJ, and Washington and Jefferson College, 
Kutztown University, Reading HS, and 
Wyomissing HS in PA.  He has coached 
numerous NCAA Division II and III na-
tional qualifiers.  At the high school level, he 
coached 11 individual/relay state champions, 
6 All-Americans, 8 Academic All-Americans 
and his girls’ team at Wyomissing was the 
2010 Pennsylvania state runner-up.  He is 
married to former Glassboro State diver Col-
leen Higgins from Colonia, NJ.  They have 4 
children, Shannon Ventre (Tinton Falls, NJ), 
Ryan (Wellington, New Zealand), Kristen 
(Plainsboro, NJ), and Matthew (Asheville, 
NC).  Rowan swimming coach, Tony Lisa 
presented the award to his former athlete at 
a banquet held at the Green Valley Country 
Club in Sinking Spring, PA.  Congratula-
tions Walter! 

THANKSGIVING, BACK IN THE DAY
By Elaine Scott

Whole turkeys weren’t always so round 
and plump looking.  Growing up in the 
1950’s, I can remember our Thanksgiving 
turkeys as being sort of elongated and slender.  
That was a decade before supermarkets “ap-
peared” selling packaged frozen turkeys with 
the roundish shapes we recognize today.  Just 
google Norman Rockwell’s 1943 Thanksgiv-
ing Day painting to see what I mean.

Turkey meat is for sale all year long 
now, available whole, ground, in bacon and 
sausage, at deli counters, and in frozen meat 
patties.  That wasn’t so years ago.  Except 
for special orders, turkeys were sold in bulk 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Somehow, 
the long wait had made turkey meat taste 
even better.  

There were no “Turkey Hot Lines” dur-
ing the Holidays 50 and 60 years ago.  None 
had been needed.  Every woman had known 
all it took was some homemade dressing, a 
roasting pan with a lid, a turkey baster, a 
little water, and an oven.  As for the dressing, 
every family had prepared its own favorite.  
After the dressing was stuffed into the bird, 
the cavity was usually sewn closed with a 
big needle and some strong thread, then, the 
legs were tied together.  Guess that’s how 
dressing got to be known as “stuffings.”  In 
1972 the first box of Stove Top Stuffing Mix 
hit the shelves, and a lot of old recipes were 
“filed away.”

Before the Campbell Soup Company 
published its Green Bean Casserole recipe in 
1956, the one using cream of mushroom soup 
and canned French fried onions, it would 
have been unthinkable to serve any food from 
a can on Thanksgiving Day…no frozen food 
either.  Since ice boxes were still in use in 
about 50% of American homes, and ice boxes 
had no freezer storage space, Birdseye didn’t 
have a market yet for its frozen vegetables.  
So, it was fresh cooked or nothing.  Well, 
there was one exception to the “no can” rule.  
Sold since 1912, canned cranberry sauce 
became standard on Thanksgiving Day tables 
after the Ocean Spray brand was marketed 
in 1930.  Homemade just couldn’t compete 
with Ocean Spray.

Before microwave ovens and electric 
hand mixers, making the mashed potatoes 
was done last.  A potato masher or ricer 
was used to manually mash the potatoes, 
never failing to miss a lump or two.  Instant 
“freeze-dried” potatoes became available for 
sale in 1962, and lump-free mashed potatoes 
“were born.”

Homemade pies finished the meal, of-
ten served with heavy cream that had been 
whipped by a hand beater and a strong arm.  
In 1954, Reddi-wip hit the shelves, then, in 
1967, the first Cool Whip was sold.  

For a Catholic, the worst day of the entire 
year had always been the day after Thanks-

giving.  Since it was still a sin to eat meat 
on any Friday, all we could do was smell the 
leftovers and dream about eating them.  Just 
the thought of going into the confessional 
and hearing Monsignor Sullivan’s voice on 
the other side of the grate in St. Mary’s or 
Father Urbanik’s in Sacred Heart was enough 
to keep us “sinless.” 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
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Sayreville Lions Club Helps Community 
Come Together

(Photo/Article Submitted)

     A community comes together during 
the recent devastation in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Sandy.  The Sayreville Lions Club 
sponsored a charging station when power 
was knocked out for residents in Sayreville 
NJ for more than a week.  Residents were 
invited to charge their cell phones along 
with their other electronic devices.  This was 
done with use of the District 16 D Charitable 
Foundation Eye-mobile’s generator.  Many 
residents benefitted by being able to have 
contact with the outside world. While most 
residents had no power, heat was also lacking, 
so a fit pit was created and many burned tree 
branches that had fallen during the storm to 
keep warm.  While others sat around keep-
ing warm meeting each other, some for the 
first time, others brought things like hot 
soup, sandwiches and beverages, even hot 
dogs and marshmallows to share. As word 
spread more people came. The American 

Red Cross and Sayreville Fire Department 
dropped off supplies to be handed out to those 
in need.  NJ News 12 even made their way 
to stop by. Many said it was the together-
ness that the community needed the most 
that had made the most lasting impression. 
Thank you to all who helped each other in 
this time of need. A salute goes to those in 
the Sayreville Lions Club for reminding us 
all that community is what we are all about 
and who we serve.

Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno (r) briefs (l-r) Mayor Fred Henry, Councilman Mickey Gross, 
Freeholder Ron Rios, and Freeholder James Polos during her visit to the South Amboy 
Disaster Relief Center.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno (3rd from right) joined local and county politicians as well as 
volunteers that included employees of Home Depot, who unloaded a trailer donated by 
Home Depot to the SA Relief Center.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Several South Amboy residents who pitched in at the Relief Center are pictured (l-r) 
Councilman Joe Connors, Councilwoman Christine Noble, Co-Director of the Center Dawn 
Matthews, Mayor Fred Henry, Co-Director of the Center Mary Lou DeBlis, Police Chief 
Darren LaVigne.  (Photo by Brian Stratton) 

Sayreville Emergency Squad Captain Kevin Ott (l) and President John Szurleg were kept 
very busy during and after the hurricane. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -T.B.
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MCC Casino NightAnnual Tea

Middlesex County College held its 2nd Annual Casino Night on Oct. 18th at The Rosewood in 
Edison.  Proceeds from the event helped the MCC Foundation fulfill its mission of providing 
scholarship support to deserving Middlesex County College students.  MCC President, Dr. 
Joann La Perla-Morales, (2nd from left) is having a great time at the Black Jack table.

The Roulette Wheel was a popular attraction at the Middlesex County College’s 2nd Annual 
Casino Night.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Trinity United Methodist Church recently held its Annual Tea, and the people who attended 
wore fashions from the Titanic era.  Pictured wearing vintage hats are Kitty Bowers (l), and 
Pat Haltli.

Young models showcasing their Titanic era clothing at the Annual Tea.  (Photos courtesy 
of Gretchen Eveigan)

Hurricane Sandy Special Issue
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Vikings Marina in Morgan was severely damaged.

Fencing downed and more damage at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.

This backyard and basement on Rosewell St. in South Amboy were pounded by Hurricane 
Sandy.

A frontal view showing destruction of a Rosewell  St. home. 

Here is a look at the backyard of the same house.

View from the outside of a flooded basement on Weber Ave. in Sayreville.

Beautiful boat on its side at Vikings Marina in Morgan.

Erosion and fences down very close to homes in the Lighthouse Bay community of South 
Amboy.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Hurricane Sandy Special Issue
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This huge 100-plus years old tree on Bordentown Ave.  was uprooted by Hurricane Sandy.  
(Photo by Brian Stratton.

This downed tree ripped a large section of lawn near the sidewalk on Marsh Ave. in Sayreville.  
(Photo by Frank Cilente)

Huge storage container was washed ashore at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

Many local businesses safe-guarded their establishments, such as the new Don Giovanni ‘s 
on Main St. in South Amboy. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Many people lined up with gas containers during the rationing period.  (Photo by Ed 
Bolk)

People checking out the damage to the walkway at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Debris from Hurricane Sandy is piled high on the curb at MacArthur Ave. in Sayreville.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Boats were pushed on land near Vikings Marina in Morgan.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Hurricane Sandy Special Issue Hurricane Sandy Special Issue
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Our Lady of Victories Knights of Columbus 2061 on Washington Rd. in Sayreville had some 
downed trees around their hall.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

This downed fence blocked the walkway at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park in South Amboy.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

The South Amboy Pumping Station of the M.C.U.A. on Rosewell St.  in South Amboy was 
hit by Sandy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Councilman Mickey Gross (l) supervises as Freeholders Ron Rios and 
James Polos help to unload the trailer of goods that was donated by Home Depot.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Park benches were washed 100 feet from the walkway and almost on to the soccer field 
at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Boats from the Cheesequake Creek ended up on the railroad tracks on the Morgan Train 
Bridge.  (Photo submitted)

Rich Garsick of South Amboy can’t believe all the damage that was done at Raritan Bay 
Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Chris Solasky of Main St. in South Amboy, asks, “Why me?”  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Hurricane Sandy Special Issue Hurricane Sandy Special Issue
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Dedicated volunteers sort piles of clothing at the Sayreville Storm Donation Relief Center.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Board of Edcuation member Janet Kern was glad to help out with the water and 
ice distribution at the South Amboy First Aid & Safety Squad.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Ed Bolk (l) of Parlin and Jennifer O’Neill (r) owner of J. O’Neill’s in Sayreville, each did many 
wonderful deeds for the needy following Hurricane Sandy.  One of Ed’s many good works 
was collecting $500 from friends, going to Costco to pick up food and goods for the storm 
victims, and personally delivering it to J. O’Neill’s, where Jen donated her facilities for prep 
and distribution of food to the needy.  Great job, Ed and Jen!  (Photo submitted)

South Amboy’s distribution of free ice and water from FEMA.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Sayreville Storm Relief Donation Center had an overabundance of outstanding volunteer 
workers, including the ladies in this photo.  Great job, everyone in Sayreville!  (Photos by 
Tom Burkard)

The Alabama Power Company workers and Clecko Company from Louisiana were a gift 
from heaven, and helped get the power back on in our communities.  Thank you!  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Mother Nature dropped a blanket of snow during the Nor’easter that hit our area, temporarily 
hiding the destruction caused by Hurricane Sandy.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Hooray!  The cleanup has started on Weber Ave. in Sayreville, and all over the state of 
New Jersey!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Hurricane Sandy Special Issue
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Locals Gather For Hot Meals
By Steve Schmid

The widespread power failure in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy forced residents to 
search for the locations which had electricity.  
The Cheesequake Park Rest Stop on the Gar-
den State Parkway  in Sayreville, right off of 
Bordentown Ave., turned out to be a popular 
destination.  The rest stop had electricity, 2 
televisions, with Sandy storm coverage, and 
several fast food restaurants.  

Bob Stary, owner of Bob’s Barber Shop 
on Washington Ave. in South Amboy, went 
to lunch and dinner with his wife Martha, 
and said he met all his friends there.  Dani-
elle and Michael Cassiere of Sayreville had 
dinner with their daughter Dominique.  
Danielle said that they came out “Because 
of no power, get information from the news, 
and to charge their cell phones.”  John and 

Joanne Dembowski of South Amboy took 
advantage of the charging station to recharge 
their  I pod, laptop, and cellphones.

Jim Senape of Sayreville came out Oct. 
30, 31, and Nov. 1 “To escape the darkness 
and boredom.  On Oct. 30th, the lines were 
outrageous, and you could hardly get a 
burger,” he said.  Anne and Bruno Szatkowski 
of Sayreville enjoyed coming here.  Bruno 
said, “It’s nice and warm here.”  Anne added 
that “Friends from Sacred Heart are here.”  
Bruce D’Appolito of Sayreville has been 
there frequently.  “This is my new home,” he 
said.  South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry also 
came out to get a hot meal.  Many residents 
from Shoregate in South Amboy also came 
out for some good food and warmth from 
their homes that had no power. 

Just Thinkin’ About…
Hurricane Sandy

By Tom Burkard
Losing power on Monday, Oct. 29th at 

6 p.m…Reading a book by flashlight for 
the first time in my life…Seeing the flashes 
(transformers exploding) on the telephone 
poles during the storm…The wind sounding 
like a locomotive throughout the night… 
Having no electric, heat, TV, radio, com-
puter, or hot water for what seemed like 
forever…The gas lines…Odd-even numbers 
rationing for the first time since 1979…See-
ing the destruction at Raritan Bay Waterfront 
Park, South Amboy and Sayreville, the day 
after Sandy hit…Touring the devastated 
sections of the “Bowery,” below the railroad 
tracks in South Amboy, and Weber Ave. 
and MacArthur Ave. in Sayreville…Trees 
down everywhere…Wires dangling from 
telephone poles…People standing in lower 
Augusta Street in South Amboy in the cold 
and looking dazed…Houses destroyed, 
belongings lost everywhere…Jon Bon Jovi 
visiting Sayreville… Hearing that Sandy was 
only a category 1 hurricane, and Katrina was a 
5!  Can you imagine?...There were generators 
everywhere, well almost…Governor Chris 
Christie was all over the state including a 

stop at Sayreville…Seeing and greeting the 
fleet of Alabama Power Co. trucks when they 
arrived in South Amboy and parked in the 
Knights of Columbus parking lot.  This was 
uplifting and gave me hope, and so did an 
even larger fleet of Cleco trucks with utility 
workers,  from Louisiana at the Gateway 
Plaza parking lot…Seeing the dedication 
and teamwork at OLV’s Drop Center, and 
also South Amboy’s Disaster Relief Center…
Halloween had to be postponed to Nov. 5th 
by the governor…Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno, 
Middlesesx County Freeholders, and South 
Amboy Mayor and Council members at the 
South Amboy Relief Center to show their 
support when the Home Depot trailer came 
in with supplies for the victims…The sheer 
joy and relief when the electric came back on 
Tuesday, Nov. 6th at around 6 p.m…And my 
greatest memory of all was seeing everyone 
doing the best they could under the most 
adverse conditions imaginable, persevering, 
and pulling together to help each other day-
by-day until things returned to normal…well 
kind of normal…

Weber Ave. was the hardest hit in the Borough of Sayreville.

SA Times feature writer Steve Schmid on the destroyed walkway near Lighthouse Bay in 
South Amboy. (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Hurricane Sandy Special Issue
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Music Trivia
Hurricane, Rain, Storm, Wind, Etc.

By Tom Burkard

1.__I Love A Rainy Night a. Jimi Hendrix Experience
2.__Windy b. Classics IV
3.__The Rain, The Park & Other Things c. Lou Christie
4.__Rock You Like A Hurricane d. Eddie Rabbitt
5.__A Rainy Day e. Creedence Clearwater Revival
6.__The Wind Cries Mary f. The Cowsills
7.__Stormy g. The Weather Girls
8.__Riders On The Storm h. The Rascals
9.__Have You Ever Seen The Rain i. The Doors
10._Rainy Night In Georgia j. The Scorpions
11._ The Tide Is High k. Brook Benton
12._It’s Raining Men l. The Beatles
13._Rain On The Roof m. The Association
14._Ebb Tide n. The Righteous Brothers
15._Thunder Road o. The Lovin’ Spoonful
16._Raindrops Keep Fallin’ On My Head p. The Carpenters
17._Rainy Day Women #12 & 35 q. Bruce Springsteen
18._Rain On The Scarecrow r. B. J. Thomas
19._Rainy Days & Mondays s. Bob Dylan
20._Lightnin’ Strikes t. John Cougar Mellencamp
21._Rain u. Blondie 

Answers
1d 2m 3f 4j 5h 6a 7b 8i 9e 10k 11u 12g 13o 14n 15q 16r 17s 18t 19p 20c 
21l.             

The fabulous Huey Lewis And The News rocked the house at Count Basie in nearby Red 
Bank recently.   Here he’s shown pouring his heart into one of his biggest hits, “The Heart 
Of Rock And Roll.” (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Huey Lewis Keeps On Rockin’
By Tom Burkard

On Oct. 24th, Huey Lewis And The 
News came into Red Bank for an amazing, 
pure rock ‘n’ roll concert at Count Basie, 
that had the crowd up and dancing from the 
first song until the end.  The band had 18 
Top 40 hits from 1982-1993, including 12 
Top 10’s, and three number 1 numbers; “The 
Power of Love,” in 1985, “Stuck With You,” 
in ’86, and “Jacob’s Ladder” in ’87.   Other 
big hits hammered out by the band on this 
memorable evening were “Do You Believe 
In Love,” “Heart And Soul,” “I Want A New 
Drug,” “The Heart Of Rock & Roll,” “The 

Power Of Love,” “Hip To Be Square,” “Stuck 
With You,” and “Perfect World.” 

The group was unbelievably tight, and 
Lewis sounded as great as he did back when 
they were one of the hottest acts in the music 
industry. 

Huey Notes: Born in New York City 
on July 5, 1950, he graduated from Law-
renceville Prep in NJ in ’67 at age 16.  He 
scored a perfect 800 on his Math SAT’s.  He 
dropped out of Cornell University after his  
junior year to enter the music business.  His 
first band was known as “Clover.”

Bon Jovi  Update
Former Sayreville resident Jon Bon 

Jovi, who is the leader of the mega rock ‘n’ 
roll band Bon Jovi, visited his hometown of 
Sayreville following the wrath of Hurricane 
Sandy, and was devastated by the destruc-
tion, as he toured the community, especially 
in the Weber Ave. area…

It was recently announced that Bon 
Jovi’s next tour will begin on Feb. 13th 
in Montreal, Canada.  Also, a new album 
will be released in the spring titled, “What 
About Now.”  Lead guitarist Richie Sam-
bora, formerly of Woodbridge, recently 
released a solo album, “Aftermath Of The 
Lowdown.”

#1 Pop Hits-Nov. 17
2007-Kiss Kiss-Chris Brown with T-Pair
1993-I’d Do Anything For Love-Meatloaf
1984-Wake Me Up Before You Go Go-
Wham!
1979-Still-The Commodores
1966-Poor Side Of Town-Johnny Rivers
1958-Tom Dooley-The Kingston Trio

#1 Country Hits-
Nov. 17

2004-In A Real Love-Phil Vassar
1992-No One Else On Earth-Wynonna 
Judd
1980-Could I Have This Dance-Anne 
Murray
1977-More To Me-Charley Pride
1961-Walk On By-Leroy Van Dyke
1959-Country Girl-Faron Young

Special Program At Dowdell Library
Natalie Warren and Ann Raiho were the 

first two women to paddle the 2,000 miles 
from Minneapolis to Hudson Bay, follow-
ing Eric Sevareid’s route from “Canoeing 
with the Cree.” 

Natalie will present a program about 
the expedition at the Dowdell Library of 
South Amboy on Monday, December 10th 
at 7 pm.  The goal is to encourage people 
to pursue their passions, resulting in greater 
opportunities for themselves and their 
communities. The presentation will include 
adventure stories and anecdotes such as: 
observations along the Minnesota River; pad-
dling Lake Winnipeg; Cree Reservations; the 
Hayes River, and the York Factory.  Natalie 
will also reflect upon women’s empower-
ment; the power of community; realizing 
physical and emotional strengths, as well 
as pursuing passions and take risks - what’s 
the worst that could happen?

Past presentations include programs at 
Princeton University and the University of 
Maryland. Natalie and Ann were nominated 
for Canoe & Kayak’s 2012 Expedition of 
the Year and were written about in “Outside 
Magazine,” “Canoe & Kayak,” and the “Star 
Tribune.”  Their “Hudson Bay Bound Blog” 
has over 40,000 views!  The skills they 
acquired from planning and executing this 
trip prepared Natalie to start the Wild River 
Academy (http://wildriveracademy.com).

Don’t miss this special program which 
will take place at the Dowdell Library’s 
Holiday Open House and will open with 
refreshments and the talented High School 
Chorus at 6 pm.  The Library is adjacent to 
the South Amboy High School on O’Leary 
Blvd. For more information, contact the 
library at 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

Dowdell Library’s Knitting Circle’s knitted items for the needy that will be donated to St. 
Mary’s Church. (Photo by Elaine Gaber)

A garage collapsed, and there was much more damage on lower Henry St. in South Amboy. 
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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School Sports
(Final Update Next Month)

By Tom Burkard

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s star quarterback, Jahmal Pryce breaks loose for a touchdown 
run against South River, who defeated the Eagles, 54-20.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Jahmal Pryce celebrates after his TD vs. the Rams.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Catherine Kosakowska  played 3rd singles 
this year for the South Amboy Lady Governors 
Tennis Team.  She finished the season with 
an individual record of 17-2.  Great job!!  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Football
Sayreville (9-0) Coach Najjar has once 

again assembled an amazing powerhouse, 
one of the best in the state.  Led recently by 
Jon Bracero, Zeke Perkinson, Isaiah Cure-
ton, Mike Carey,  Myles Hartsfield, Deion 
Miller, and defensive standout Thomas 
Spiecker, the Bombers hope to three-peat 
as state champs.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (1-8) 
Jahmal Pryce and Armond Arnoldy have 
been the top offensive threats for the 
Eagles. 

Boys Soccer
South Amboy (9-6-1) Marvin DeAusen 

and Jack O’Connor have been offensive 
stars recently, and Alex Van Reek is tough 
as goaltender.

Sayreville (7-5-5) Recent stars include 
goalie Andrew Leibowitz, Andrew Geker, 
and Alhaji Sheriff.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (0-13) 
Tommy Olson and Chris Gomes have pro-
vided some offense for the Blue & Gold.

Girls Soccer
Sayreville (10-6) First-year coach Jil-

lian Nagy has done an outstanding job with 
the Bombers.  Morgan Guenther, Kelly 
Fitzpatrick, Kimberly Stratton, and Heather 
Sootkoos have played well this season.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (6-8-1) 
Megan Kosa, Madison McNally, and Jackie 
Riley have excelled for the Lady Eagles.

South Amboy (5-12) Stephanie Gay, 
Emily Trzeciak, Paulina Musialek, Ashley 
Buczek, and goaltender Amber Carey all 
had fine a fine season.

Girls Tennis
South Amboy (15-3) The best girls’ 

tennis team in the school’s history, the Lady 
Guvs were led by singles standouts Catherine 
Kosakowska, Klaudia Maslowska, and 
Kimberly Hackshaw, along with the doubles 
teams of Shannon Van Allen-Sabrina Afaneh, 
and also Jennell Weber-Joanna Joks. 

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (3-14) 
Top players for the year were first singles-
Lynn Saranglao, and second singles-Caitlin 
Norek.

Sayreville (?-?) No current updates on 
the Bombers. 

Field Hockey
Sayreville (3-12) Brittany Taillefer 

and Courtney Reick excelled late in the 
season.

Boys Cross Country
South Amboy (1-2) Top runners-Jacob 

Anderson and David Lopez.
Sayreville (2-5) Top runners-Ryan 

Moran, Dan Torres, Jared Vindigni.
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (0-3) 

Top runners-Mark Farrell, John Wilson, 
John Miller.

Girls Cross Country
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (2-1) 

Top runners-Kelly Gorman, Briann Downes, 
Brittany Clayton.

South Amboy (1-3) Top runners-
Alexis Wojtowicz, Amanda LaVigne, Caitlin 
Toomey.

Sayreville (0-6) Top runner-Rachel 
Castellito.

South Amboy 
Sweeps Lady 

Eagles
The powerhouse South Amboy Lady 

Guvs  girls’ tennis team topped Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s, 4-1 to sweep the City 
Series.  Victorious for the Purple & Gold were 
Maslowska, and Catherine Kosakowska in 
singles, and the doubles teams of Van Allen-
Afaneh, and Webber-Joks.  Caitlin Norek  
was outstanding, as she captured the only 
match for the Lady Eagles.

South Amboy also captured the first 
meeting this season, by chalking up a 5-0 
shutout.

Trapp #1 In County
Josh Trapp, goalkeeper for Piscataway 

Tech’s soccer team finished #1 in Middle-
sex County with 188, and was  also #4 in 
the state.  Josh is the son of former South 
Amboy Board of Education member Ann 
Marie Trapp.  South Amboy’s goalie, Alex 
Van Reek racked up 144 saves, to take 4th 
place in the county, and 25th in the state.  
Congratulations!

College Notebook
The following Sayreville War Memorial 

HS graduates have been making big names 
for themselves in college athletics.

The Eze brothers, Kene and Olisa, both 
Sayreville War Memorial HS grads have 
been making a name for themselves at Rut-
gers University this season.  Kene scored 2 
goals in a win over Villanova, and has had 
4 game-winners this season…FDU’s field 
hockey club got a huge game from Lanie 
Andrews, who scored 4 goals and had an 
assist to lead her club to a 5-4 victory over 
Manhattanville, while helping FDU qualify 
for the Freedom Conference Tournament...
William Paterson football standout, Adam 
Curry notched 9 tackles (most on the team), 
and forced a fumble, as his club fell to TCNJ, 
35-24…Javon Hodges, a senior at William 
Paterson, returned a punt for 48-yards… 

The South Amboy HS Girls Tennis Team completed the best season in team history with a 
15-4 record. They also advanced to the Semi final match Group 1 Central Jersey against 
Point Pleasant Beach. Individual records were as follows;1st singles Klaudia Maslowska:13-
6, 2nd singles Kimberly Hackshaw: 10-9. 3rd singles Catherine Kosakowska: 17-2, 1st 
doubles Shannon Van Allen and Sabrina Afaneh: 13-3, and 2nd doubles Joanna Joks and 
Jennell Webber: 10-2. Great job girls!! (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -E.P.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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T.H.E. 
Game

Year-1960
Sport-Football
Teams-High-
land Park (5-0) vs. Sayreville (3-2) at Me-
morial Field, Sayreville.
Recap-Highland Park entered the game 
with a 23-game winning streak, the longest 
in the state, with only a scoreless tie in ’58 
to tarnish the perfect record.  Coach Homer 
Dill’s psyched-up Bombers had other plans 
however, and pulled off the biggest upset of 
the year, downing the Owls, 20-14.  Sayre-
ville scored in the opening quarter, when Bill 
Mandy found Jim Bogaczyk in the end zone 
for a 10-yd. TD strike.  Bill Podgers then 
broke loose for a 23-yd. touchdown run, as 
the Blue & Gray led 12-0 at halftime.  Podgers 
raced 38-yards for the final score.

Player-of-the-Game-Bill Podgers.

The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

Hoffman High School’s cheerleaders look beautiful in this vintage photo, but we have no 
information on the year it was taken or the names of the girls.  We would appreciate any 
help our loyal readers can give us.  Please help us solve this mystery. 

The Cheerleaders

1952-The talented Hoffman Governors Shore Conference basketball champions are top row 
(l-r) Mike Meszaros, Fred Kurtz, Fred Rose, John Ciol, Jimmy Inman, Gary Stratton, Burk 
Lambertson.  Bottom row (l-r) Bob Saunders, Bob Munck, Coach Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski, 
Bill Kurtz, Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski.  (Photo courtesy of Ed and Anita Semoneit)

Glory Days
In Local 
Sports

1952-St. Mary’s boys’ 
basketball team opened its 
season with a thrilling 60-
58 win over Rutgers Prep.  
Frank O’Brien led the 
scoring with 17 points, fol-
lowed by Jerry Gorczyca’s 
12…1966-Don Mandy set a Sayreville school 
record in track, by finishing 20.3 seconds in 
the low hurdles…1979-The Hoffman boys’ 
soccer club beat New Brunswick Tech, 4-2 
in the season opener.  Tom Mulligan blasted 
in 2 goals, while Gerard Marrone and Marty 
Veilleux notched 1 apiece…1988-In the 
GMCT  semis, St. Mary’s girls’ basketball 
team nipped Metuchen 63-62 on a 3-point 
shot at the buzzer by junior Janine Barel-
la…1995-Sayreville blasted Edison, 34-14 
in football action.  Soph Dave Gangadyal 
rushed for 3 touchdowns on runs of 4, 2, and 
10 yards.  Soph John Nuber ran 13-yards 
for another TD, while Anthony Nalewajko 
raced for a 23-yard touchdown…2003-South 
Amboy opened its boys’ basketball season 
with a low-scoring 31-23 victory over East 
Brunswick Tech.  Joe Bartlinski scored 11, 
and Brian Seres 10.  

Morgan Lions/
Morgan 

Merchants Recalled
Back in the early 1960’s, the South Am-

boy Babe Ruth League featured two Morgan 
teams, the Morgan Lions, and the Morgan 
Merchants.  Mark O’Connor, the left fielder 
for the Lions recalled some of the players 
on each roster.  The Morgan Lions also 
had Jim Greenhaus, first baseman Mickey 
Stolte, third baseman George Armstrong, 
shortstop Paul Slovik, center fielder Charley 
Lynch, and pitcher Harry Clayton, and Paul 
Helmstetter.  Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Slovik 
were the coaches.  

The Merchants roster consisted of 
Bill Kehoe, a pitcher/first baseman, Ray 
Selover, shortstop,  Bob Pepe, pitcher Billy 
Clayton, catcher Ted Zeh, Billy Geiger, Bill 
Masterson, Alan Ellison.   Mr. Geiger was 
the manager, and Mr. Zeh, a coach. 

We’re sure there are many other Mor-
gan players who were not mentioned, so if 
you know any, please let us know, so they 
can be added to the all-time Morgan Lions, 
and Morgan Merchants Babe Ruth League 
teams rosters. 

Pop Warner 
Football

1975-The South Amboy Sabres Pee 
Wees breezed by Franklin, 19-0.  Mike 
Scanlon ran for 3 touchdowns, and passed 
to Jeff Flanagan for an extra point to lead 
Coach Danny Lewis’ club to victory.

50 Years Ago
1962-Sayreville’s shot put champion Ed 

Sowa captured first place in the ’62 Middle-
sex County Track Tournament.

55 Years Ago
1957-Sayreville featured two Middle-

sex County scoring champions in different 
sports:  Ron Kuran scored 474 points, 23.7 
avg. to win the basketball scoring crown, and 
football legend, Tom “Red” Michaels scored 
105 points, and racked up 17 touchdowns to 
lead the county in both categories.

The Final Game
1962-Sayreville lost its season finale 

football contest to East Brunswick, 14-13.  
This game also marked the last Bomber 
game ever played at War Memorial Park.  
Marty Szarvas scored both touchdowns on 
runs of 2 and 3 yards.

60 Years Ago
Ciol Scores 65 

Points
Jan. 29, 1952-Hoffman High’s talented 

6-10 center, John Ciol set a county scoring 
record by pouring in an unbelievable 65 
points in a victory over Toms River, and 
3 days later scored 50 against Lakewood.  
His record stood until 1967, when John 
Somogyi, the St. Peter’s scoring machine 
broke his mark, and set many other scoring 
record for Middlesex County. 

60 Years Ago
1952-The powerful Sayreville basket-

ball team, under coach Johnny Gutkowski, 
won its second straight CJ and Group I 
basketball titles.  In the state final, the Bomb-
ers destroyed Dunellen, 70-54, as Joe Rudy 
led the way with 19 points and 5 rebounds.  
He was followed by Charlie Kolakowski 
with 18 points, 4 rebounds, Joe Bonczek 
added 13 points and 6 rebounds.  Rudy 
Balaskiewicz was great under the boards, 
ripping 11 rebounds and scoring 6 points.  
Gene Malkiewicz tossed in 9 points and a 
rebound.  Other Sayreville players who saw 
action were Stan Garbowski, Stan Kijowski, 
Ed Podbelski, Gene Sempkowski, Dave 
Ritter, Joe Kupsch, Bill Keenan, George 
Callahan.

This amazing club finished 24-1, and 
scored 1,533 points or 61 points per game.  
The finals scoring leaders were: Rudy 319, 
Kolakowski 306, Balaskiewicz 274, Malk-
iewicz 254, Bonczek 231.

70 Years Ago
1942-John Wortley’s game winning free 

throw with 0:12 left, gave the Sayreville 
Bombers basketball squad a 12-11 win over 
Metuchen.

Did You Know?
The 1940 St. Mary’s Eagles basketball 

team finished 17-9 under Coach John Zdane-
wicz.  The late and great baseball legend, 
Allie Clark was also a standout on the court, 
leading the Blue & Gold with 191 points.  
He was followed by Tom Zebro 138, John 
“Mikey” Carroll 119.  Other contributing 
players were Frank “Trip” Cheeseman, 
Jack McNamara, Bob Harkins, John Norek, 
Johnny Zebro, John “Bing” Miller, Stolte, 
Deferson, and Beatty.

60 Years Ago
1952-The Perth Amboy Evening News 

All-County Basketball team was selected, 
and the following locals were given the 
prestigious honor: 1st Team-Bob “Don” 
“Pep” Bennett, St. Mary’s, John Ciol, Hoff-
man, Charlie Kolakowski, Sayreville.  2nd 
Team-Rudy Balaskiewicz, Sayreville.  3rd 
Team-Frank O’Brien, St. Mary’s.

75 Years Ago
St. Mary’s track team was coached 

by John Zdanewicz, who handled the dash 
men and jumpers, while Fritz McLaughlin 
coached the distance runners.  The team 
consisted of milers Charlie Steuber and 
Jim Gorodon, dash men-Dwyer, Chonsky, 
Banfield, Nagle, and the half milers-Jim 
Carney and “Bumpsey” Farrell.

30 Years Ago
1982-The Governors of Hoffman High 

blasted East Brunswick Tech, 72-52 behind 
sophomore Peter Smith’s 21 points.  Ron 
Brown contributed 18, while Frank Wahler 
tossed in 14 and Joe Schiavino14.

50 Years Ago
1962-Hoffman’s boys basketball team 

shocked South Brunswick, 59-49.  The Guvs 
balanced scoring attack featured Ken Wahler 
with 17 points, John Lange 14, Dennis Wood 
14, and Jerrry Drill 10 points.
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“You can’t talk about the 1982 season 
without talking about the 1981 season,” 
says Carew, whose married name is Green. 
“That was the season Mr. Fitz became our 
coach and Virginia came over from St. 
Mary’s Perth. When they came we already 
had the beginnings of a successful team. The 
1981 team was a blending of talent with an 
experienced, dedicated coach.”

With all the pieces in place, the 1982 
team continued its success, winning all 10 
of its dual meets for the second straight 
season and repeating as Central Valley 
Conference champions. Zaleski, Carew, 
Radwanski, Reilly and senior Mary Beth 
Christensen consistently placed in the top 
five of dual meets. Waltz battled injuries 
for much of the season but also valiantly 
stayed in the mix.

Other members of the team who pro-
vided depth included Cindy Caldon, Eleanor 
Wypisz, Eileen Murphy, Karen Scupp, Lisa 
Harrigan, Ellen Patterson, Susie Slutter, Jen-
nifer Somers and Noelle Jimenez. 

It was a cohesive group throughout, 
one that didn’t mind making sacrifices for 
the sake of their teammates. Reilly recalls 
one particular dual meet in the 1982 season 
in which some of the top runners made a 
most generous sacrifice in a race they had 
all but won.

“I was just a sophomore then, and my 
most memorable race was when we were 
running at Roosevelt Park in Edison (our 
home turf) and it was an easy win,” Reilly 
recalls. “Mr. Fitz asked Virginia, Jeanne 
and Allison (our top three runners) to lay 
back, do this for the distance and allow the 
4 and 5 runners to shine. Myself along with 
MaryBeth Christiansen coasted to a victory, 
and that meant so much to me -- not only 
did I “win” a race, but three people were 
willing to sacrifice a win for their fellow 
teammates.  That shows so much character, 
teamwork and support. We had an amazing 
team.”

Cross country is an activity in which 
one wrong turn can prove costly, but Rad-
wanski remembers one race during the 1982 
season when such an occurance worked in 
the Eagles’ favor.

“I’m pretty sure it was the Blue Ribbon 
Invitational at Donaldson Park (in Highland 

Park) when Virginia Zaleski and I were run-
ning together in second place up a hill,” she 
says. “The first-place runner took a wrong 
turn at the top of the hill. I was too winded 
to speak, but I was pretty psyched that we 
could take over the lead. Virginia, on the 
other hand, was in full voice and stopped 
at the top of the hill to yell down at the lost 
runner, ‘Hey, you’re going the wrong way!’ 
Fortunately for me, the runner couldn’t hear 
Virginia, so Virginia eventually gave up 
and we continued to run. Virginia won and 
I was second.”

After a dominant dual meet season, 
the team set its sights on the season-ending 
county and state meets.

“Although we had had a successful 
season the year before, we were still small-
town underdogs in 1982 and needed to prove 
that we were truly a force to be reckoned 
with,” says Carew. “Despite a lot of injury 
and sickness on the team that season, we still 
managed to stay motivated and focused on 
our goals. We were a determined bunch. It’s 
true what they say, ‘one man does not a team 
make’, especially not a great team.”

Injuries/illness among three of its top six 
runners came at an inopportune time for the 
Eagles, but it didn’t stop their momentum. St. 
Mary’s had three runners – Zaleski (fourth), 
Radwanski (seventh) and Carew (15th) place 
in the top 15 of the Middlesex County meet, 
leading the Eagles to a second-place finish 
behind Group 4 champion Madison Central 
(now Old Bridge High).

“ If we had been all healthy, no doubt 
we would have taken the Middlesex County 
Championship for sure,” Carew adds.

The Parochial B State Championship 
meet followed, and St. Mary’s saved its 
finest performance for last. 

Zaleski closed out her high school ca-
reer by finishing first in the race, followed 
by Radwanski in second and Carew (sixth) 
and Reilly (10th) also placing in the top 10 
as St. Mary’s shared the team title with 
Mater Dei.

Zaleski and Radwanski earned First-
Team All-Middlesex County honors, and 
Carew was a Third-Team selection. Fitzger-
ald was named Middlesex County Coach 
of the Year.

It was a team motivated by a knowledge-

30 Years Ago: St. Mary’s Wins Title
Part 2

(Continued from October issue)
able coach, and a desire to assert itself among 
the bigger programs and schools.

“We had a lot of fun,” Radwanski 
recalls. “Some of our rivals had separate 
coaches for their girls and boys teams, but 
I think having one coach for everyone was 
an asset. The boys team was very supportive 
of the girls, and vice versa. We had a lot of 
success against runners from bigger schools 
who ran winter and spring track as well as 
cross country.”

“I haven’t met many coaches who could 
motivate a group like Mr. Fitz did,” Reilly 
says. “He made you feel like a winner. He 
made you want to work harder, to be a better 
runner. He knew we had it in us.”

“I think Coach Fitz liked being an 
underdog and proving naysayers wrong,” 
Radwanski added.

“It was the best team in the school’s 
history, and Virginia Zaleski was the best run-
ner,” said Ed Twomey, who recently retired 
as director of guidance and was the longtime 
cross country coach at Cardinal McCarrick 
since 1984. “It was fortunate that Virginia 
came over here from St. Mary’s Perth Amboy, 
and the younger runners around her made 
it a strong team. I had teams with one great 
runner, but there usually was a drop off after 
that. For this team to be competing for county 
and state titles is quite an achievement.”

After Zaleski graduated in June 1983, 
there was more than enough talent left the 
next fall for another successful run in the 
1983 season. The team went 9-1 that season, 
repeated as CVC champions, placed fourth 
in the County meet and was second in the 
Parochial B state meet. Over the three-year 
span, the team compiled a record of 29-1, 
including a 27-meet winning streak; placed 
in the top four in the County and state 
meets three times, and won three confer-
ence titles.

Not bad for a bunch of runners you 
might not remember. 

“The obstacles against us drove our 
competitiveness,” Carew says of the team’s 
success. “We were a little school in a little 
town that nobody knew and nobody expected 
anything from. We were a girls team, not 
a boys team, at a time when no one really 
cared much about girls sports. However, the 
biggest obstacle of all was that we were a 

cross country team. No one cared about cross 
country, especially not in a town notorious 
for baseball and basketball fame. We were 
underdogs for sure, but we were good and 
we knew it. We had a lot of talent and with 
each victory we were bringing recognition to 
the town, the school and ourselves Mr. Fitz’s 
experience as a coach allowed him to chan-
nel the very best from each of us. We were 
a cohesive team and genuinely liked each 
other. There was so much talent on the team 
that the bar was always getting raised, which 
encouraged healthy competition amongst us 
as well. Mr. Fitz was a huge inspiration for 
all of us. He was a great leader.”

It’s notable that not all of the team’s 
accomplishments were on the field: Several 
top runners on the 1982 team also excelled 
in the classroom as members of the National 
Honor Society.

And lest you think this team could run 
but couldn’t hit, think again: Carew, Radwan-
ski, Reilly and Waltz also were members of 
St. Mary’s ‘82 Parochial B champion softball 
team the previous spring. 

After graduating in 1983, Zaleski went 
on to earn All-America honors in track at 
what is now the College of New Jersey, where 
she still holds school records in several dis-
tance events. In 1985, Reilly joined Zaleski 
on the TCNJ team. Their coach at TCNJ? A 
newcomer by the name of Ed Fitzgerald.

In 2008, Zaleski became the first girls 
cross country runner to be inducted into 
the Cardinal McCarrick Hall of Fame. At 
the time, she made special note of the 1982 
team and her teammates, as well as Fitzgerald 
and the parents who came around to support 
the team. 

“The author of this article once informed 
me that I looked very funny trying to run with 
Virginia because I appeared to be taking two 
strides to her every one stride,” Radwanski 
says. “I think that that was a pretty accurate 
assessment. We had a lot of very good run-
ners, but Virginia was a great runner.”

All these years later, the accomplish-
ments of the 1982 team still resonate with 
some of its members.

“We had so much talent, and we really 
supported one another to have our best race 
ever at every meet,” said Reilly. “Our friend-
ships we made were wonderful, too.” 
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This should be an easy mystery photo for our dedicated WWW.? players.  Send your answer 
to: satimes@aol.com.

October  Winners
Even though we went a little out of 

the South Amboy/Sayreville area with last 
month’s WWW.? mystery photo, a large 
number of readers correctly identified it as 
the old Clare & Coby Restaurant on Routes 
9 & 34 in Old Bridge.  Technically, it has a 
South Amboy mailing address, so we didn’t 
try to cheat you, honest!  The Outback Steak-
house is currently located on the same spot 
Clare & Coby’s had for many years.  

The winners in order of answers re-
ceived:  Marian Mills, Marlene Letwinski, 
Marianne Woznica Barbieri, Art Ritten-
house, Paul Sohayda, Peggy Yuhas, Dennis 
McCloud, Elaine Scott, Estelle Pluskota, 
W. Tom Kross, Eileen Buckalew, Eileen 
Shemchuk, Charlotte Sadowski, Pete Mc 
Intyre, Robin Toth Morrell, Glenn Fallon, 
Joe Prusik, Joseph Gonzalez, Margaret Pac-
zkowski, Matt Prusik, Ed & Connie Jacobs, 
Brian McCarthy, Mark Matuskiewicz, Ann 
Travinsky, James Poltrictzky, Mary McGa-

rigle, Ken Rogers, Steve Kieselowsky, Lisa 
Grankowski, Barbara Lenty, Joan Fulham, 
Doris Novak, Mario & Barbara Oliveira, 
Debbie Zakrzewski, John Harris, Pat & Bill 
Scully.  Congratulations to all!

There was only one incorrect answer.  
The contestant named Clare & Coby’s, but 
said it was at the old location, not where the 
Outback is currently located.

Lynn Loy also correctly identified the 
mystery photo in September.

WWW.?

Dear Tom,
Congrats on the newspaper.  It really 

is the BEST!
Cindy Ruszala
Formerly of Sayreville

Letter To JCP&L
November 5, 2012
Mr. Anthony J. Alexander
President and Chief Operating Officer
First Energy Solutions Corporation
76 South Main Street
Toledo, Ohio 44308-1890
Dear Mr. Alexander,

As a customer of Jersey Central Power 
& Light, this was an epic week with Hur-
ricane Sandy touching down in New Jersey.  
Yesterday, I was able to see the utter destruc-
tion this historic storm did to parts of New 
Jersey via the electronic media as my own 
power was out from Monday October 29, 
2012 at 8PM with restoration of service at 
approximately Sunday November 4, 2012 
at approximately 3:45PM (a loss of power 
for almost 140 hours).  It was horrifying 
to see the damage done by this storm; and 
I feel a tremendous sense of sympathy to 
all of the victims of Hurricane Sandy.  But 
why did it take 140 hours for me to see this 
destruction via the electronic media?

As mentioned in the previous paragraph, 
I personally lost power for almost 140 hours.  
While I understand a storm of such historic 
proportions would cause service disruptions 
for perhaps 24 to possibly 48 hours, having 
no power for up to 140 hours is absolutely 
unacceptable.  As a JCP&L customer, I feel 
that I and my fellow customers deserve bet-
ter.  While my residential dwelling sustained 
no damage; and my surrounding area’s 
infrastructure appeared unaffected, I find it 
hard to understand why there was a service 
disruption for almost 140 hours?  This is an 
unacceptable performance on JCP&L’s part 
in that a disruption of this length created 
health, economic and safety concerns on a 
massive scale.  I found out my substation was 
flooded out.  We live in the greatest country 
with all of the ingenuity at our disposal; and 
I cannot understand why power cannot be 
diverted from one substation to my location?  
I believe diverting power so as to minimize 
service disruptions would have made sense 
as October is not a peak usage month for 
electric use unlike the peak July and August 
months.  Also, it may be possible that sub-
stations in storm prone area may have to be 
addressed by your management team.  This 
is imperative; and must be initiated by your 
management team immediately.

Finally, I want to thank all of the 
people from other utility companies I saw 
in my neighborhood as well as all of those 
Nelson Tree Service trucks.  All of these 
people did yeoman’s work; and should be 
commended for their efforts.  But you; and 
your management team must ensure that 
such lengthy service disruptions do not take 
place even when a storm so devastating af-
fects our area.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
John M. Avagliano

Dear Editor, 
On Satur-

day, October 
6th the Sayre-
ville Recre-
ation Depart-
ment held its 10th 
Annual Hit the Bricks 5 Mile Race 
with proceeds supporting Sayreville Asso-
ciation for Brain Injured Children.

Once again the event was a huge success 
with over one hundred and forty runners 
participating. Thank you to the business 
community for their financial support, and 
to all of our volunteers for donating their 
time and effort to this worthy event.  

A special thank you to the Race Com-
mittee, Sayreville Recreation Advisory 
Board, Sayreville’s Department of Public 
Works, Police, First Aid, and Girl Scouts for 
the outstanding job performance, the race 
couldn’t have taken place without you. 

Once again, thank-you one and all and 
we look forward to seeing you again next 
year.

Sincerely,
Jerry Ust
Director of Recreation

Congraulations Tom, Brian and staff for 
the wonderful 21st Special Collectors Edi-
tion of the South Amboy/Sayreville Times. 
There is more stories,information, pictures, 
and sports in your monthly editions than 
there is in the weekly news papers printed 
in the local area. Keep up the greatwork for 
another 21 years and beyound.

Joe Lotkowictz
South Amboy

Hello,
My name is Linda Jakubik-Tanchyk and 

I am a teacher at Sayreville War Memorial 
High School.  I am also the Recording Sec-
retary of the  Sayreville Education Associa-
tion.  Yesterday,  I volunteered at Our Lady 
of Victories and heard wonderful stories of 
“Sayreville’s community spirit.”

Many people have donated, clothes, 
shoes, toiletries, etc. to help Sayreville 
residents.  In addition, there are a number of 
groups who have volunteered at OLV to help 
with this caring mission. Many townspeople 
have volunteered in this effort. Early yester-
day, members of Sayreville’s sports teams 
came to help. I was touched when I saw one 
of my students volunteering -- and found out 
that  she had been there for most of the day!  
OLV students were there, also, pitching in 
for this cause. Additionally, there were many 
Sayreville teachers and staff who volunteered 
at OLV.  In fact, one of the teachers traveled 
from her home in Toms River !   Ken Veres, 
SEA President,  Karen Rubio, a teacher and 
SEA Corresponding Secretary, and Marleen 
Lewandowski, a araprofessional helped to 
organize our Sayreville teachers and staff.  
They are generous, committed individuals 
to the town of Sayreville -- and along with 
the rest of the teacher/staff  

volunteers, it doesn’t matter if we live in 
town or not.  We are committed to  Sayreville 
Public Schools --  always....

It is one that is witness to Sayreville’s 
community spirit and the fact that  

many care about the people of Sayre-
ville !

Sincerely,
Linda Jakubik-Tanchyk

Hunkered Down
(Anonymous)

Stir crazy with nothin’ to do
Just hunkered down
Till the storm blows through
No power no fun
Just hunkered down like everyone.

Let There Be Light
(Anonymous)

On the first day, God said “Let there be 
light.”
After Hurricane Sandy, there was no power, 
no light.
But, then on the eighth day,
JCP&L along with Alabama Power, and 
Klecko of Louisiana
Went to work, and there was light and power, 
thank God!

Alabama Power
(Anonymous)

Alabama Power rolled into “The Pleasant 
Little City”
That convoy of big trucks sure looked 
pretty
And the good ol’ boys came to help after 
the storm
To get our power back and keep us warm.
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People Helping People 
(Continued from page 11)

Sayreville New Jersey Friends Help-
ing Friends

This group of 8 families from St. Stan’s 
Church, chipped in to get this wonderful 
idea going.  The Friends are: Paul & Enza 
Tsaptsinos,  Betty & Steve Vitale, Debbie & 
Frank Coto, Rob & Sandy Colonnello, Ken 
& Allison Laffey, Harry & Terry Gelpke, 
Jimmy & Linda Kelly, and Linda Jay.

According to Paul, “The ladies took 
coffee to a friend’s house on Weber & Ma-
cArthur, and they all came back in tears.  
The group decided that these people could 
really use some help, and we decided to buy 
some hamburgers and hot dogs, and then 
borrowed the barbecue from the school.  
Camillo’s Restaurant donated the parking lot 
for us to set up and cook.  Culinary Classics 
donated some hot food, and on Thursday, the 
first day, we served 700 pieces of food.  We 
also had all sizes of clothing, and all of our 
kids were involved, doing food deliveries, 
and it sky-rocketed.  They nicknamed my 
home “Hurricane Central.”

On the second day, the group came up 
with a terrific idea, and got 3 trucks with kids 
and adults to go around delivering food and 
water on Weber Ave. and McCutcheon St.  
While at Camillo’s the energetic volunteers 
served turkey breast, cheese,  big hams that 
were sliced, peanut butter & jelly sand-
wiches, hamburgers, and hot dogs.  Over 
1,600 pieces of food were distributed.  

The group would start at Camillo’s at 
10:30 a.m. and finish at dark.  On Sunday, 
they reached out to Marsh Ave., William, 
John, and Charles Streets delivering sand-
wiches and water.  Ray Baszak, who lost his 
home to fire in South River in July, bought 
and donated a full truck load of hamburgers 
and hot dogs, according to Paul.  He added 
that donations came from as far away as 
Pennsylvania and also Secaucus, NJ, as well 
as from the South Amboy Elks Club, and St. 
Bart’s of East Brunswick.

Joe Guiamano of Sayreville said that, 
“They had tables set up in Camillo’s parking 
lot, and everything was organized.  The group 
had all kinds of hot food and anything you 
can imagine.  There were also lunch bags with 
juices, and sandwiches.  They had another 
table with supplies, toothbrushes, toiletries, 
and anything you needed.  They were trying 
to help out.  Cassandra Garrett of St. Stan’s 
also was a great help.”

“People couldn’t thank us enough.  The 
kids had a good outlook and helped out.  It 
was very rewarding for what we did for 
the people.  It was neighborhoods coming 
together.  Overall,  it was a feeling of accom-
plishment,” according to Paul Tsaptsinos.

Congratulations to an amazing group 
of individuals who took it upon themselves 
to help those in need, especially feeding 
the hungry and giving drink to the thirsty.  
The Sayreville New Jersey Friends Help-
ing Friends group came through and lifted 
the spirits of many during such a traumatic 
time. 

Frank Guiamano
Detective Joe Guiamano of the South 

River Police Dept. was working a 12-hour 
shift on the night of Hurricane Sandy.  His 
house on McCutcheon St. in Sayreville began 
to flood from the South River, endanger-
ing his wife, 12-year old son, 3-month old 
baby girl, and two dogs.  Joe’s father Frank 
Guiamano, one of the finest mechanics in 
the world, and owner of Frank’s Automotive 
Service in the Melrose section of Sayreville, 
arrived at the home and battled his way 
through the raging and rising water, carry-
ing the baby girl, and helping all three and 
their pets  to the safety of their vehicle, just 
getting out in time.  The water was about 
2 ½ feet and getting higher at the time of 
Frank’s courageous rescue.   He put his 
family’s safety above his own at the height 
of the hurricane, and we congratulate him 
on his true heroism during this dangerous 
crisis.  Unfortunately, his son Joe’s home 
was completely ruined, and our thoughts 
and prayers go out to him and his family, 
as well as everyone who suffered loss or 
damage during Hurricane Sandy. 

 Ed Bolk 
Ed, a lifetime Parlin resident took a 

week’s vacation from work so he could help 
anyone in need after the hurricane.  He was 

truly a “Man On A Mission,” as he helped 
people who couldn’t get out and needed gas, 
by taking 5-gallon gas cans and standing on 
the long lines at Hess on Route 9, or Wawa 
on Rt. 34 in Cheesequake, and bringing 
them back to the people.  Bolk, contacted 
his old high school friend, Anthony Mills, 
a former South Amboy/Sayreville resident 
and told him about how the communities had 
been devastated.  Anthony collected dona-
tions from all of his Long Distance Riding 
(LDR) friends, and got in touch with Ed.  
They met halfway, and Mills provided all 
the merchandise for Ed to transport to Our 
Lady of Victories Donation Drop Center at 
Msgr. Dalton Hall.  Upon arriving there, he 
dropped off a truck load of donations that 
included 188 flashlights, and 50 kids’ shirts.  
In addition, he gave a $150 cash donation, 
and a check in that amount was sent out to 
Sayreville Storm Relief Fund at Borough 
Hall, 150 Main St., Sayreville 08872.  

Ed said, “It was heartwarming to see the 
looks on the volunteers’ faces as well as the 
police officer directing traffic.”  In addition, 
Bolk found out that Jennifer O’Neill, owner 
of O’Neill’s in Sayreville, was willing to 
donate her facilities for the preparation and 
distribution of food to the most affected 
residents.  He took on yet another task, and 
collected money from his friends, then went 
out to Costco and bought $500 worth of 
food and goods for the victims, and brought 
it back to J. O’Neill’s.  Ed Bolk is a man 
with a really big heart, who really cares for 
people and has done a tremendous service 
for society.  “Pay it forward,” he said.  

The Johnson Family
Rich Johnson, Emergency Manage-

ment Coordinator of South Amboy turned 
in an outstanding job during the hurricane 
and in its aftermath.  He was all over town 
patiently answering questions for people 
who were devastated by their losses, and 
always had a kind word to try and lift their 
spirits while giving them hope that things 
would get better.  The former Fire Chief 
said that “The people are coping pretty 
well, and doing the best with what we got.” 
When noting the damage throughout “The 
Pleasant Little City,” he said, “The worst is 
at Rosewell St. between Augusta and John.  
It’s very bad.  I’ve never seen anything like 
that.  It’s pitiful.”  Rich said that “I would 
like to thank the police, first aid, Fire Dept.,  
Feist Engineering, and Chief LaVigne for 
doing an outstanding job.”

Carol Johnson, Rich Johnson’s wife, 
who is the OEM Shelter Coordinator of 
South Amboy, as well as owner of the popular 
Colleen’s Kitchen & Catering at 132 South 
Pine Ave.  in South Amboy, said that, “We 
normally have the shelter at the old senior 
center on South Stevens Ave., but there was 
no electric, so it was at the South Amboy 
First Aid building on Main St.  We had 80 
people and a dog for 4 hours, and then they 
were transferred by Middlesex County buses 
to the more spacious Carl Sandburg School 
in Old Bridge under the direction of my 
husband,  Rich Johnson.   Carol said that 
“Most of the people were from below, and 
well-behaved.”

Kelly Johnson, daughter of Rich and 
Carol, and the Assistant OEM Shelter Co-
ordinator of South Amboy was supposed to 
attend an Emergency Management Class on 
the night the hurricane hit, and got experi-
ence close-up by helping.  She said that, “It 
ran smooth, and no one was out of line.  We 
had chairs, and families stayed together, and 
they couldn’t leave until we signed them in.  
There was a policeman and first aid member 
on duty for medical attention.  One person had 
a panic attack, and another needed oxygen 
and was transported to the hospital.”

Last year with Tropical Storm Irene, the 
shelter was at the Senior Citizens Center, and 
there was only one person who showed up 
and stayed for 17 hours.

Congratulations to the Johnson Family, 
Rich, Carol and Kelly on your true profes-
sionalism, and doing a really outstanding 
job!

South Amboy Police Chief Darren 
LaVigne said that “Hurricane Sandy is this 
generation’s explosion.” (Referring to the 
South Amboy Explosion of 1950).  

Concert Raises 
$23M

On Nov. 2nd, the NBC 1-hour concert 
telethon, “Hurricane Sandy: Coming To-
gether,” raised $23 million for the victims 
of Hurricane Sandy.  The event took place at 
Rockefeller Center in front of a small invited 
crowd, and was broadcast live on cable sta-
tions, and radio, including N.J.’s own 101.5 
FM.  Matt Lauer was the host, and big name 
performers from the music industry included 
Jon Bon Jovi who played an acoustic med-
ley of “Who Says You Can’t Go Home,” 
and “Livin’ On A Prayer.” Others singing 
their hearts out were Mary J. Blige, Sting, 
3 members of Aerosmith, Steve Tyler, Joe 
Perry and Brad Whitford, Billy Joel, Chris-
tina Aguilera, talk show host Jimmy Fallon, 
who sang lead on “Under The Boardwalk,” 
and Bruce Springsteen who sang “Land of 
Hope and Dreams” as the finale.

Did You Know?
St. Mary’s HS Class of ‘69 produced 

7 lawyers?  They are: Joseph Bulman, 
Joseph Casey, Michael Coakley, Eugene 
Cross, James Fennessy, Maurice Nadeau, 
James Vail.

South Amboy 
Knights

To Help Sandy 
Victims
By Steve Schmid

The South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 will be accepting donations for 
victims of Hurricane Sandy at their next 
Open Mic Friday, November 30.  People 
are asked to donate non-perishable food, 
clothing, coats and blankets.  Grand Knight 
Ray Suchcicki said the Knights want to help 
the victims of this terrible storm.  The Open 
Mic begins at 8 p.m. and is open to anyone 
who wishes to sing or play in a band. 

This boat landed on the rocks at Raritan Bay’s  Waterfront Park .

Damage around the Benjamin Sebban monument at  Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.  (Photos 
by Tom Burkard)

The Aftermath Of Sandy
(Continued from page 1)

year stayed intact, but many huge rocks and 
boulders were thrown toward the gazebo, 
and also in backyards.  The park looked like 
a volcanic eruption.  The fencing along the 
walkway was destroyed.  Five boats and a 
shipping container were washed ashore.

The most far reaching effect of Hur-
ricane Sandy was the power failure caused 
by the flooding of a Jersey Central Power 
& Light substation in Sayreville.  The water 
short-circuited the facility, causing the out-
age that left all of South Amboy and most of 
Sayreville without electricity, heat, and hot 
water for up to 11 days.  Gasoline was in short 
supply with long lines at the Hess station on 
Rt. 9 and the Getty Station on Bordentown 
Ave. and Ernston Rd.  In the height of the 
storm, electric transformers  blew, which lit 
up the sky as if lightning struck.

In Sayreville, there were many instances 
of homes destroyed by the flooding of the 
South River on Weber Ave., MacArthur 
Ave., and surrounding streets.  There were 
also downed trees, power lines, lost shingles 
and home sidings.  Ken Buchanan Waterfront 
Park was flooded by the storm surge, with the 
flood leaving lots of mud on the streets.  

On Quaid Avenue, Debbie and James 

Dericks home was ravaged by floodwaters.  
Their foundation collapsed and Debbie’s car 
landed in the basement.  Charles Treihart Jr. 
lost his entire belongings in his Washington 
Rd. home due to flooding.  He and his father 
used sandbags and generators, but it was to 
no avail.  

The Sayreville First Aid Squad was 
very busy during the storm.  President John 
Szurleg said “We were ready for whatever the 
storm threw at us.  The storm was a lot worse 
than what they expected, since the squad had 
to deal with uprooted trees, downed wires, 
flooding, high winds and rain.  Captain Kevin 
Ott said that, “The whole staff turned out for 
this emergency and all four ambulances were 
running non-stop.”  The squad transported 
the elderly and handicapped, and took many 
to the Carl Sandburg Middle School in Old 
Bridge.

Sayreville’s Borough Construction Of-
ficial George Miick said a list has been es-
tablished with 39 homes that have collapsed 
foundations and 246 other home with severe 
damage.  Go to: www.sayreville.com to see 
a list of disaster resources and assistance 
programs available.
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A NEW ORLEANS 
STORY

By Henny the DJ
I wrote a long time ago about going to 

Hamburg, Germany in order to visit the old 
bars and clubs where the Beatles actually 
developed their sound and style by play-
ing twelve hour shifts in those rough and 
tumble dives and shot and beer joints of the 
infamous Reeperbaum. And besides finding 
those bars and then being able to understand 
the party atmosphere that so influenced those 
Beatles…also to find much to my delight and 
dismay the god like status of Sayreville’s 
own Jon Bon Jovi to the Germans singing 
and dancing in those same bars today. While 
I was up there Karaoke singing the Beatles, 
“All My Lovin’” in the same bar where the 
Beatles originally performed those songs….
another ten Germans were singing Bon Jovi’s 
“Livin’ on a Prayer”, “You Give Love a Bad 
Name”, “ Bad Medicine” and so on…totally 
oblivious to the Beatles history in their won-
derful city. It was a real eye opener.

Well, kind of the same thing happened 
when I went to New Orleans years ago on 
the same kind of Musical Hegira. I went to 
New Orleans to find the once upon a time 
furniture store on Rampart and Dumane 
Streets where Little Richard recorded Long 
Tall Sally, Tutti Frutti, Slippin’ and Slidin’, 
Good Golly Miss Molly and many other 
foundation rock and rollin’ hits in the 50’s. I 
did find the building where those songs were 
recorded. I even found bands playing the 
other great New Orleans hits like “Mother in 
Law” by Ernie K. Doe and “Don’t You Just 
Know It” by Huey “Piano” Smith and The 
Clowns”,  but I also found a style of music 
that I had never even heard of. I found a type 
of music that was very much the precursor 
of Rock and Roll as much as The Ink Spots 
were an influence on the Doo Wop Groups 
of New York City in the 50’s. And that style 
of music is called Zydeco Music…the most 
lively and danceable and partiest music in 
the world.  

I really can’t explain Zydeco Music to 
you, just like no one could explain one of 
Beethoven’s Symphonies. But let me give 
you an example of the power of both Zydeco 
and Cajun music in a practical sense. There 
is a big, old, barn-like, wooden, fan cooled 
music hall off the beaten path in New Orleans 
called “Tipitina’s” and for six days a week 
they present your basic rock and dance shows 
to the young people of  New Orleans, but 
every single Sunday afternoon starting about 
2pm they have a Cajun/Zydeco band playing 
to standing room only audiences of all ages 
who dance and dance and dance the whole 
afternoon away, because you can not be in 
the presence of this music and not dance. It 
is so infectious, so rhythmic, and so full of 
fun that your feet have to move. 

You can go there with a partner or you 
can go there by yourself and dance because 
everybody dances with everybody else. 
Dancing is dancing…there is no connotation 
of romance…you just share a dance.  And 
during the dancing sets you can go up to the 
bar and they have free pitchers of water for 
all the dancers to cool themselves down. 
About halfway through the afternoon the 
band takes a break and they serve free Reb 
Beans and Rice to all the dancers. The band 
starts up and everybody hits the dance floor. 
It is what heaven is going to be like to people 
who love music and love to dance.

To Be Continued….
Next Month: More Zydeco and Polish 

Dyngus Day in Buffalo, New York.This is a side view of the house on the corner of Augusta & 
Rosewell Streets.

This is the view from the back of the same home.  (Photos by 
Tom Burkard)
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Happy 89th Birthday to former South Amboy 
resident Lillian Switzer.  Lillian lived in South 
Amboy all of her life before moving to the 
quiet country town of Etters, PA in 2005 
with her son William.  Her extremely large 
family includes 14 children, 27 grandchildren, 
19 great-grandchildren, numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins still reside in the South 
Amboy/Sayreville area.  We all wish her well 
and hope that she enjoys many more happy 
birthdays.

SA High School Athletes Of The Month

Alex Van Reek - Soccer
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Alex is new to our Varsity Soccer team 
this year.  He transferred in from another 
state and has gelled quickly with his team-
mates.  Alex is the starting goalkeeper the 
Governors, and has become one of the team 
leaders in his short time with squad.  His 
attributes can be summed up by his coach 
Mr. Gonsalves, “In all my years of coaching 
at our school, 36, I have had the privilege 
of working with some outstanding student 
athletes. Alex is right up there with the best 
of them. His goalkeeping easily puts him in 
the category of one of my top keepers ever. 
He has shown incredible flexibility and poise 
under pressure, leadership when it was called 
for and a likability factor that stands out 
amongst his peers.”  Congratulations Alex 
on being the South Amboy High School 
Athlete of the Month for September!

Klaudia Maslowska– Tennis 
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Klaudia has been our first singles player 
for the past 2 years and the team captain for 
both of them as well.  She is a fierce competi-
tor and a leader both on and off the courts.  
Coach Wohlt describes Klaudia this way, 
“Klaudia has played First Singles and voted 
team Captain for the past two seasons. Last 
week, Klaudia had another strong showing 
at the GMC tournament advancing to the 
Second Round and holding her own against 
a tough South Brunswick opponent.  Coach 
Wohlt said, “I think playing First Singles is 
the toughest position on the team. Klaudia 
has to face the best player from each team 
at every match. She never has an ‘easy’ 
match and nor does she shy away from 
the challenge!” In addition, Klaudia is not 
just first on the court, but she is also cur-
rently first in her class academically. Mr. 
Wohlt commented, “Klaudia is constantly 
balancing both her responsibilities on the 
court and her workload from her Honors 
and A.P. classes. I am amazed to hear her 
planning and strategies for completing the 
work on the bus rides home from matches.”    
Congratulations to Klaudia on becoming 
the October Athlete of the Month for South 
Amboy High School.  

Programs At Dowdell Library 

Wlodarczyk Writes 
For Magazine

Sayreville author, genealogist, speaker, 
and columnist Maureen Wlodarczyk is 
now a contributing writer for the monthly 
e-magazine Irish Lives Remembered (www.
irishlivesremembered.ie), based in County 
Louth, Ireland and dedicated to connecting 
and providing resources to those interested 
in researching their Irish ancestors.

Wlodarczyk is also a columnist with the 
Riverview Observer newspaper of Hudson 
County, writes a quarterly genealogy column 
for the NJ history e-magazine Garden State 
Legacy and is the author of three books 
about 19th century life and events in New 
Jersey:

-Past-Forward: A Three-Decade & 
Three-Thousand-Mile Journey Home

-Young & Wicked: The Death of a 
Wayward Girl

-Canary in a Cage: The Smith-Bennett 
Murder Case

For more information, go to www.past-
forward.com.  

It’s that time of the year again; the holi-
days are just around the corner! The Dowdell 
Library will be showing the Tinker Bell 
movie “Secret of the Wings” on November 
5th at 5:45 pm. We will also be having a 
Creative Teen Chefs program twice a month; 
Monday, November 19 will feature cookie 
decorating, and Monday November 26 will 
feature holiday cupcake decorating (3 pm).  
In December, the library will be showing 
“Brave” on the 3rd at 5:45 pm.  The Teen 
Creative Chef’s programs will be on the 3rd, 
and 17th at 3 pm. The Children’s Holiday 
Party will be held on Friday, December 14th 
from 3 to 4:30 pm with refreshments and 
prizes. We will also be sponsoring a home-
work help program on Thursday evenings 

from 6 to 7:30 pm. 
Thursday Teen Programs in November 

at 5:30 pm are as follows:  1st, Super Smash 
Brothers Contest, 8th, Twilight Night, 15th, 
Just Dance Night, 29th, Hobbit Celebra-
tion. 

The Kidz Wii Club will also continue 
to be held on Fridays at 3:00 pm, and Story-
time/Craft will continue to be on Wednesdays 
at 3:30 pm.

So, need homework help? Don’t forget 
to ask! Free online resources on the library’s 
web page www.dowdell.org  make report 
writing easy!

The library is adjacent to the South Am-
boy High School off O’Leary Blvd. Library 
hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday and Friday 10 am 
– 5 pm and Saturday 12 noon – 4 pm. 

For additional information, contact 
the library at comments@dowdell.org or 
732-721-6060.

It looks like a bomb hit the beautiful and always popular Raritan Bay Waterfront Park, but 
the Gazebo still stands.

The apartment complex on Rosewell Street in South Amboy felt the heavy impact of 
Sandy.

Gigantic piles of debris on lower Augusta St. in South Amboy.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Surf Bay fishing off of our local beaches 

was slow the few times I went to Cliffwood 
Beach.  Very few Striped Bass have been 
caught.  One nice one about 18 pounds was 
caught at night near Lawrence Harbor on a 
live spot.  Conditions should change after 
the big storm.  The bottom will be churned 
up exposing clams and other food, hence 
the Stripers will move right in. There are 
big Stripers being caught along with big 8 
to 10 pound Bluefish, some even bigger, on 
jigs on the party boats.  The Queen Mary 
out of Point Pleasant had a two nice size 
Bluefish, one 18 pounds and the other over 
20 pounds. After the big storm blows over 
the East coast, the Blues, Spots, Kingfish 
and Blowfish will leave us.  Blackfish are 
off the Barnegat Light rocks are very good 
on green crabs.  It is one keeper at 15 inches 
now but the bag limit goes up to four after 
November 16th.  Party boats that are bottom 
fishing are catching Porgies, Ling, a few Cod 
and Sea Bass.  The far offshore Sea Bass 
trips in Federal Waters may be cut out and 
closed to Sea Bass fishing, meaning they 
may no longer be kept.

Fresh Water
Fall Trout stocking has taken place.  In 

some areas nice 14 to 24 inch trout have 
been taken, in other areas there are little 
signs of stocking.  My wife and I found that 
out one Sunday afternoon when we fished 
the Pequest. We tried several spots but no 
luck. I did however catch a small Brown, 
nine inches or so,  which was released.  
Water conditions were high with a heavy 
current. If the expected storm hits, it will 
cause heavy flooding and high water every-
where.  You might want to put off fishing 
for a few days.

Bone and Muscle Pain
Major Causes of Disability
A new study shows that more than two 

thirds of Americans in their 50’s suffer from 
arthritis of the back or foot pain.

And more than 40 percent of these 
people report they miss work because of their 
condition according to the study published in 
the April issue of Arthritis and Rheumatism. 
This accounts for 90 percent of all disabilities 
reported by people in this age group.

Overall, people with musculoskeletal 
conditions were more likely than others to 
miss work. They employment rate among all 
people with musculoskeletal conditions was 
65 percent compared to 74 percent among 
people who did not have such a condition.

At some point human beings lose the 
ability to respond effectively to the aging 
process. THIS MYTH HAS LIVED WITH 
US FOR GENERATIONS, BUY IT’S JUST 
THAT, A MYTH. Research indicated men 
and women lose five to seven pounds of 
lean muscle weight with every decade of 
adult life. A typical 65 year old women has 
about 20 pounds less muscle then when 
she was 25.

Study after study has demonstrated that 
the single most important activity a person 
can do to slow down and even reverse the 
aging process is to exercise.

Being more active on a daily basis could 
be the most critical thing anyone can do. For 
some people this might be as simple as taking 
a 30 min. walk once a day. If this seems to 
challenging, then 3 10 minute walks might 
be less threatening. For others it might be 
getting up from the couch to change the chan-
nels on the TV instead of using the remote 
control. Parking you car far away form the 
entrance to a store instead of finding the 
closest parking space can add a few more 
steps to your day and maybe a few more 
years to your life. Each physical activity a 
person disciplines himself to do will further 
his overall health strategy. Eating correctly, 
exercising, rest and a spinal health program 
will result in robust good health.

 AS ALWASY AN OUNCE OF PRE-
VENTION IS WORTH A POUND OF 
CURE

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (7�2)

566-0281



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   November 17, 2012  2�

Ahead Of Her Time
By Fran Fitzmorris

This is a story about a woman, Miss Ol-
ive Burke, who was responsible for opening 
South Amboy’s first hospital in 1918.  For 
several years prior to 1918, the town “fa-
thers” had discussed the need for a full scale 
hospital, but had not acted on it.  Before the 
above year, anyone who became seriously ill 
or injured had to be taken to Perth Amboy, 
which wasn’t always easy as it appeared on 
the trolley or by automobile.  This brings us 
to Olive Burke who appeared to have the 
means to make the new hospital happen.  
Near the end of July, 1918, an announce-
ment was made that her hospital would open 
August 1st in her home on Main St.  “All of 
the equipment would be new and of the latest 
designs.  There will be 12 beds, one ward, 
and two private beds.  The beds will be of 
hospital style.  The operating room will be 
equipped with an Ether table and medicine 
cabinets.  In the beginning, 16 patients may 
be accommodated for.  If necessary, a second 
floor could be added later for use of up to 30 
persons.  The rates would be $14 a week.  It 
would be called South Amboy Hospital.  The 
surgical staff would be comprised of doctors 
from Matawan, Keyport and South Amboy.”  
Doctors from those respective towns agreed 

to come aboard, and Miss Burke decided 
to go full force into building this “home” 
style hospital.

Miss Burke’s home in the city was for-
merly the Stevens Mansion that stood on one 
of the highest points on Stevensdale.  It was 
the former home of Commodore Stevens, 
of railroad fame.  After he left, the property 
eventually ended up being owned by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Co.  The house was 
then purchased by Miss Burke, who then had 
part of the house moved to Main St.  Money 
apparently was not an issue.  This hospital 
probably served this town for at least 7 years, 
all due to her efforts.  Remember that the 
right to vote—the 19th Amendment—was 
almost 2 years away.  Miss Burke’s effort 
has to be considered impressive in a male-
dominated world, that often looked down 
on women in business.  

A year later in 1919, the town purchased 
the “prime land” up on the hill overlooking 
Bordentown Ave. from the Everitts and the 
Whiteheads.  It took 6 years of fundraising 
before South Amboy’s large general hospital 
opened in 1925.  Miss Burke’s efforts to 
bring improved medical care to a town in 
need should always be remembered. 

The Class of 1957 from Saint Mary High School in South Amboy recently celebrated their 
55th class reunion at a luncheon which was held at the Lincroft Inn in Lincroft, NJ. Of the 
original 86 graduates, 31 classmates attended many traveling a distance to be present. 
Deacon Thomas Dominiecki offered a special prayer for the 18 deceased class members. 
There was much reminiscing about teachers and the classes that were held at the Harold 
Hoffman High School in 1953 because of a fire at Saint Mary’s and also the infamous senior 
class trip to New York City. Attendees fondly remembered their former Sisters of Mercy 
teachers 3 of whom are still active in their ministries: Sisters Edwarda Barry, Frances Hewitt 
(Ambrose) and Theresina Flannery.
 The Reunion Committee is: Patricia Jancola Albany, Ed “Cub” Corvino, Ernest Donnelly, 
Judith Innes Kuc, Tom Pristavec, and Anita Marshall Nixon.(Photo/Info Submitted)

Wildlife

This beautiful picture of a bull elk was taken in Benezette, Pa by Morgan resident, Christine 
Pluskota.  Great job, Christine!  It’s one of the best wildlife photos we’ve ever seen.

St. Mary’s High School Class of 1962 held its 50th Year Reunion on Oct. 20th at the Shadowbrook.  
The smiling classmates had a great time.  (Photo courtesy of Maureen Farrell) 

The basement is separated from the foundation at this Weber Ave. home in Sayreville.

Jumbo-sized trees were downed on Washington Rd. in Parlin.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)
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Obituaries
Alacs, George P., 50, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 26.
Applegate, Janet C., 80, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 11.
Balbian, Linda G., 68, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 13.
Blekeski, Kenneth H., 58, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 20.
Castagnetta, Carole, 70, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 7.
DeSpirito, Barbara, 74, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Oct. 21.
Dolan, Sister Mary Innocent, 89, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Nov. 8.
Formica, Laurie, 46, of Morgan died 

on Oct. 16.
Grieco, Peggy R. Bulman, 89, of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 26.
Hamilton, Charles A., 97, of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 12.
Hardy, John S., 97, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 30.
Hoehman, Linda R., 57, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 20.
Hughes, Samuel Jr., 73, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 3.
Huneke, Patricia M., 83, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Oct. 13.
Janoski, Mary T., 93, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Oct. 22.
Januszak, Francis A. “Frank,” 73, of 

South Amboy died on Nov. 5.
Milochik, John E., 66, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 7.
Naruszewicz, Wanda, 81, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 12.
Olah, Patrick S., 61, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Oct. 20.
Roberts, Ida E. “Betty,” 84, of Parlin 

died on Oct. 23.
Santos, Bernadine M., 66, of Morgan 

died on Oct. 12.
Servedio, Vincent D., 76, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 28.
Szatkowski, Anna “Mimi,” 93, formerly 

of Parlin died on Oct. 22.
Tomaszewski, Francis “Leroy,” 70, 

Sayreville died on Oct. 28.
Weis, Carla J. Pelley, 41, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 25.
Werb, Robert H., 58, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 29.
Whitney, Rita T. (Sister M. Beata), 90, 

formerly of Sayreville died on Oct. 29.

Creative Writing 
Group

Gather on the third Thursday of every 
month at Sayreville Public Library to meet 
with other writers to bounce ideas off of 
one another or clear that infamous writer’s 
block! Special guest professional writers 
will join the group from time to time to give 
advice and talk about their experiences as 
writers. This month’s date is December 20, 
from 2:00-4:00PM. ADULTS ONLY! For 
more information, contact Alaina at alai-
nad@lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 x25.
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This Preying Mantis was spotted on a South Amboy sidewalk seeking cover before Hurricane 
Sandy hit.

Local Nature Shots
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Beautiful ducks at Kennedy Park in Sayreville having a feeding frenzy after the first Winter 
Storm, Athena hit the area.  

National Diabetes Awareness Month
One in three Americans has prediabetes, 

yet few realize they are at risk 
November is National Diabetes Aware-

ness Month, and the South Amboy Y is 
encouraging members of the community 
to learn their risks for prediabetes and type 
2 diabetes, and to take preventive steps to 
potentially reduce developing the disease.  
Currently, one in three Americans (79 million 
people) has prediabetes, a condition where 
a person’s blood glucose is elevated, but 
not high enough for them to be diagnosed 
with diabetes. With awareness and simple 
actions, people with prediabetes may prevent 
the onset of diabetes. 

Individuals can assess their risk for 
prediabetes and type 2 diabetes by taking a 
simple test at YMCA.net/diabetes-preven-
tion and learn how lifestyle choices help 
determine the ultimate risk developing the 
disease. Several factors that could put a 
person at risk for type 2 diabetes include 
family history, age, weight and activity 
level, among others. If a person is at risk, 
a diabetes screening conducted by a physi-
cian can confirm if a person has diabetes or 
prediabetes.

“The Y is dedicated to improving the 
nation’s health and well-being, and help-
ing the community understand their risk 
of developing chronic diseases like type 2 
diabetes is just one way we are improving 
the health of our community,” said Keisha 
Griffin, Y Diabetes Prevention Program 
Representative. “Choosing to make healthy 

changes is the first step.”  
While the nation’s obesity epidemic 

and the rise in type 2 diabetes is well 
chronicled, the number of people with 
prediabetes remains a growing and often 
underreported condition. Currently only 7 
percent of those with prediabetes know they 
have it, and people with prediabetes are at 
serious risk for not only developing type 2 
diabetes, but also heart disease, stroke and 
other conditions.

To help reduce the risk of type 2 diabetes, 
the Y offers some basic lifestyle changes 
that contribute to weight loss and healthy 
living that can decrease the risk for type 2 
diabetes. 

Among these are:
-Eat fruits and vegetables every day.
-Choose fish, lean meats, and poultry 

without skin.
-Aim for whole grains with every 

meal.
-Be moderately active at least 30 min-

utes per day five days a week.
-Choose water to drink instead of bever-

ages with added sugar.
-Speak to your doctor about your dia-

betes risk factors, especially if you have a 
family history or are overweight.  

To learn more about the South Amboy 
Y’s Diabetes Prevention Program, please 
contact Knikki Blanc, YDPP Regional Co-
ordinator at knikki.blanc@ymcaofmewsa.
org or visit www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

Huge rocks in the backyards of the Lighthouse Bay community.

The B. Judith Lecki Bridge at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park suffered severe damage.

The 100-block of John St. in South Amboy also felt the fury of Hurricane Sandy.  (Photos 
by Tom Burkard)
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