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Jack McKeon and Bill “Biff” McKeon were recently  inducted into the Hall-of-Fame by 
the Amateur All-American Baseball Association (AAABA) at Johnstown, PA.  Pictured 
seated (l-r) Tom Walter,  Marge Gorczyca of South Amboy who, accepted her brother 
Jack ‘s Award and Bill McKeon.  Top row (l-r) Ron Ling and Robert Lingo.  South 
Amboy Councilman Michael “Mickey” Gross organized a special bus trip for locals 
who wanted to attend the record-breaking induction ceremony. (Photo by Dave Lloyd, 
The Johnstown, Pa. Tribune-Democrat)

McKeon Brothers Enter Hall Of Fame
By Tom Burkard

Over 600 people jammed the Frank J. 
Pasquerilla Conference Center at Johnstown, 
PA on Aug. 6th to honor five inductees into the 
Amateur All-American Baseball Association 
(AAABA) Hall of Fame.  

The Hall’s Class of 2011 included 
South Amboy brothers Jack and Bill “Biff” 
McKeon.  Jack,  who was originally slated 
to be the banquet’s keynote speaker, was 
in Florida managing the Florida Marlins 
Major League Baseball Club and could 
not attend, but sent a video of himself on 
the field, thanking the Hall of Fame and 
his family, while admitting that his brother 
Bill was a better player than him.   Marge 
Gorczyca, his sister accepted the award for 
Jack, and said, “My whole life my brothers 

have been there for me and my family, and 
I’m so proud of them.”  

 “Biff,” who now resides in Indiana, 
told some great stories about Jack and him-
self.  He made the long and gratifying trip, 
and was supported by his large family and 
friends.  He played in the 1948 AAABA 
National Tournament with South Amboy, 
and also in ’51, when he led the team with 
an outstanding .500 average, and was the 
first player to blast 2 home runs in the same 
AAABA Tourney game.  Jack was the start-
ing catcher on the ’48 team which featured 
several other players who went on to pro ball.  
Congratulations Jack, “Biff,” and Marge on 
a truly outstanding accomplishment!  South 
Amboy is proud of you!

*See Jack McKeon’s memories of the 

Eisenhower School 
Gets New Principal

Justin Fiory, 31, was selected by the 
Sayreville Board of Education to become 
the new Eisenhower Elementary School 
principal.  Fiory, was chosen from a field of 
49 total candidates to fill the post which was 
held by William Skowronski, who retired 
after 10 years.

Fiory was most recently assistant prin-
cipal at Allen W. Roberts Elementary School 
in New Providence.  Best of luck!

Classic Car Show-
Sept. 17

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will 
sponsor “Blast From The Past” Classic Car 
Show and Music, featuring live Rock ‘n’ 
Roll bands on Saturday, Sept. 17th, from 
5-9 p.m., at Kennedy Park on Washington 
Road.  Refreshments will be available at 
the Food Court.  For more info call: 732-
390-7092/7096

Ziemba Dies At 88
By Tom Burkard

New Principal Named

Connecticut school Chief Ad-
ministrator Dr.  Karen M. Juliano has 
been named Cardinal McCarrick/St 
Mary’s High School’s new principal. 
Dr. Juliano joins CHMS with 35 years 
of experience in Catholic education as 
a Catholic high school president and 
principal and a teacher of mathematics 
and religion.  She received her doctor 
of education degree in Educational 
Leadership from Spalding University 
for which she wrote a dissertation ana-
lyzing legal issues in private schools; 
additionally, she holds a specialist’s 

degree in Catholic School Leadership 
from Boston College, a master’s degree 
in secondary educational administra-
tion from Boston State College, and a 
bachelor’s degree in mathematics from 
Regis College.

Dr. Juliano has served in four 
archdiocese/dioceses, Boston, Hartford, 
Louisville and Rochester, New York, 
resulting in rich experiences and al-
lowing her to network with some of the 
finest Catholic educators throughout 
the country.

Dr. Juliano gives presentations each 
year at the national Education Law Sym-
posium.  She has held an appointment as 
adjunct graduate instructor at Spalding 
University where she taught several 
doctoral level classes and continues to 
serve on dissertation committees.  She 
has served as a regional representative 
to the Secondary Schools Department 
of the National Catholic Education 
Association for twenty-five years, and 
continues in that role.

“I am excited to be joining the 
community of Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s, the oldest Catholic school in 
the Diocese of Metuchen, said Juliano. 
While celebrating the 125 year history 
of this excellent school, founded and 
rooted in strong Catholic values, I look 
forward to working with the faculty, 
staff and parents to prepare students to 
meet the challenges of the 21st century 
and beyond.”

Fire Dept. 
Fundraiser

The South Amboy Fire Department’s 
125th Anniversary Committee   is holding 
a fundraising  basketball game to benefit 
the 125th Anniversary Parade.  The contest 
between the Harlem Wizards and the South 
Amboy’s Bravest will be played on Oct. 
5th, 7 p.m.,  at South Amboy High School 
gym.  Ticket Prices-Pre Sale- $8 for students 
and seniors, and $10 for adults.  Tickets 
purchased day of the game- $10 for students 
and seniors, and $12 for adults.  For more 
info call Mike Toth at 908-930-3497.  Come 
out for a night of fun and root on your local 
firefighters.

Sayreville Day-Sept. 18
“Sayreville Day” will be held on Sunday, 

Sept. 18th (Rain date- Sept. 25th) at Kennedy 
Park on Washington Rd., from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.  Come and enjoy all the festivities such 
as children’s games, rides, foods from around 
the world, entertainment, craft vendors and 
much, much more.  For more info call 732-
390-7092/7096.

South Amboy Arts/
Festival Street Fair 

Sept. 25
The City of South Amboy will hold 

its Annual Festival and Street Fair on 
Sunday, Sept. 25th from 11 a.m. until  4 
p.m. on Broadway.  There will be crafters, 
artists, food vendors and entertainment on 
Broadway!  FREE Admission!  For food, 
craft, and art vendor information, please 
contact: events@southamboynj.gov or 
732-525-5932 or 732-525-5933.

Joseph “Joe” Ziem-
ba, 88, of Sayreville died 
on Aug. 12.  Joe was one 
of the most patriotic men 
you could ever meet.   
He was proud to be an 
American veteran, and 
loved his country and the 
American flag.  

In World War II, he 
was with the U.S. Marines 4th Marine Divi-
sion, 24th Marines in the Pacific Theater, 
including participation of Iwo Jima in Febru-
ary 1945.  Ziemba was a member and Past 
Commander of Sayreville VFW Memorial 
Post 4699, and held other Post 4699 offices 
as well.  He was a founding member and Past 
Commander of John Basilone Detachment 
#190 Marine Corps League.

Joe also took a lot of pride in the Bor-
ough of Sayreville, and dedicated himself as 
a Councilman for 9 years.  Ziemba worked 
for many years as Supervisor for the Middle-
sex County Dept. of Veterans Interment 
Division, where he was known for his hard 
work in honoring deceased veterans with 
placing wreaths and flags on many graves 
throughout the county.

It was important to him to spread patrio-
tism, and instill pride in our country, and by 
having me take a picture for The SA Times 
of his annual flag distribution to the com-
manders of the local veterans organizations, 
he felt it would encourage more people to 
display our flag on Memorial Day and other 
important dates throughout the year.

I didn’t know him very well, but can tell 
you he was a proud veteran, a sincere man, 
and really dedicated to keeping America the 
proud nation it was when he fought at Iwo 
Jima in 1945.  God Bless, Joe!   

Millie Crosby helps Bella find a comfortable 
spot on Billy Scully’s hat at the Annual 
South Amboy-Sayreville Times dog contest 
at Waterfront Park.  See page 25 for the 
contestants. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Earthquake Shakes Area
By Tom Burkard

On August 25th, a surprise earthquake 
shook the East Coast, including much of 
New Jersey, as well as South Amboy and 
Sayreville.  The Epicenter in Central Virginia 
registered a magnitude of 5.8.  According 
to officials, the intensity in Central Jersey 
was about a 2.  Fortunately, little damage 
was reported in our area, and most people 
reported feeling their houses shake, and in 
some cases, car alarms were set off.

Way back in 1884, a 5.2-5.5 quake hit 
between New York Harbor and Sandy Hook, 
and according to experts, an earthquake can 
be expected in this area every 100-200 years.

On January 10, 1992, a 3.2 earthquake 
shook Central Jersey at 3:53 a.m., and many 
South Amboy and Sayreville residents were 
awakened by its rumbling.  Many people 
compared it to the vibrations of a train ar-
riving at a railroad station.  A South Amboy 
woman said it “Sounded like a big truck on 
our street.”  

At about 2 p.m. on Aug. 25th, I was 
getting gas on Route 35 North in Morgan, 
and while in my vehicle felt the ground 
start to shake for about a minute or less, and 
remember thinking incredulously, “Is this 
an earthquake?”  Then reality set in, and I 
thought, if it is, I’m definitely  in the wrong 
place around the gas pumps.”

Where were you during the ’11 earth-
quake?  Drop us an e-mail at: satimes@aol.
com, and let us know.
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Members of the South Amboy First Aid & Safety Squad are pictured at the Annual 
Antique & Classic Car Show/Flea Market, sponsored by Independence Fire Company.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

St. Mary Church Has New Website
St. Mary Church has a new, great website 

that is updated frequently!   You can find 
information on the Parish, Music Ministry, 
Religious Education, and much more by 
going to: www.saintmarysa.org.
Mamrak Running For Office

Dr. Bob Mamrak, formerly of Sayre-
ville, and a graduate of Sayreville War Me-
morial H.S., is running for Superintendent 
of Choctaw County in Mississippi.   Bob 
has accomplished many wonderful  things in 
his life, and just to name a few, he has been 
teaching in MS, and the pastor of New Zion 
Baptist Church, in MS for over 25 years. Yes, 
he is also known as Rev. Bob!  If that’s not 
enough he has written and published two 
books!  That is amazing!  He has been married 
for 40 years to his high school sweetheart, 
Anna Friberg. Congratulations Dr./Rev. Bob 
on your outstanding career, and best of luck 
in the election!
Sayreville Spring Water

The place on Bordentown Ave. in 
Sayreville where you could get spring water 
from a pipe, on the side of  the road, was 
located almost directly across from the cur-
rent Sayreville Water Treatment Plant, near 
the railroad tracks crossing.
In Memoriam

Ronnie Callahan, formerly of South 
Amboy, died on June 13.  She was a waitress 
at Spezzi’s Restaurant for over 20 years.  
She was a fun person and will be missed.  
John Simko, 88, of Sayreville died on July 
23.  He was a highly-respected teacher at 
Sayreville H.S. for 35 years, and retired in 
1985.  Karen Rufus, 63, of South Amboy 
died on July 25.  She was employed by the 
City of South Amboy for the last 8 years, 
and previously owned Beauty Plus in South 
Amboy for many years.  She was an avid 
SA Times reader, whom we will certainly 
miss.  Mabel Schmidt, 83, of Parlin died 
on July 25.  She worked at South Amboy 
Memorial Hospital for over 25 years as a 

sterile processing technician, and retired 
in 1988.  Mary “Mae” Richmond, 88, for-
merly of Morgan died on July 27.  She was 
a founding member of the Sayreville Brain 
Injured Children (BIC) and held every ex-
ecutive board position including President.  
Frances “Fran” Coan Wallis, 63, a ’65 St. 
Mary’s graduate, who went on to teach for 
41 years, and win the Governor’s Teacher 
of the Year Award many times, died on July 
29.  Paul Semoneit, 74, formerly of South 
Amboy died on Aug. 2.  He was a U.S. Army 
veteran serving from 1958-62, and one of 
his proudest moments was when he bowled 
a perfect 300 game.  Colleen Cahill Natusch 
Thomson, 62, formerly of South Amboy died 
on Aug. 7.  Prior to her retirement, she was 
a manager of Colleen’s Kitchen & Catering 
in South Amboy, and also was a Crossing 
Guard for many years.  Margaret Hulsart, 79, 
of South Amboy died on Aug. 13.  She was 
a very kind lady, always happy, and had a 
smile and kind word for everyone.  Marjorie 
Ellvinger, 88, formerly of South Amboy died 
on Aug. 15.  She was a teacher for over 35 
years in the New Jersey and New Mexico 
school systems, and in the 1960’s taught at 
St. Mary’s Grammar School.

May God Bless them all.

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.  In 1983, where was Sayreville Sunoco 

located?  a.Washington Rd.  b.Rt. 9 North  
c.Main St.

2.  In ’59, he was named South Amboy’s 
Democratic Municipal Chairman for the 
9th consecutive term?  a.Richard Schultz 
b.William O’Leary c.Fred Leslie

3.  In ’74, what section of Sayreville 
was Masterson’s Garage located?  a.Melrose 
b.President  Park c.Morgan

4. What year did Amboy-Madison Bank 
open its branch at Laurence Harbor?  a.1960 
b.1965 c.1968

continued on page 12
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South Amboy native Jack McKeon (r), manager of the Florida Marlins Major League 
Baseball Club was at Citi Field in New York on Aug. 2nd as his team took on the New 
York Mets.  Longtime Major League Baseball writer, Marty Noble (l) chatted with Jack 
during batting practice.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

McKeon Still Loves The Game
An Exclusive SA Times Interview

By Tom Burkard
Jack McKeon has been back in Major 

League Baseball as manager of the Florida 
Marlins since Father’s Day, and seems to be 
enjoying it now as much as he did with his 
first big league club, the Kansas City Royals 
way back in 1973.

The following is taken from my exclusive 
interview on Aug. 2nd at Citi Field in New 
York, with one of the greatest managers in 
baseball history.

Jack managed the Marlins from 2003-
2005, and then retired and became a special 
assistant to owner Jeffrey Loria.  McKeon 
said, “I always hoped I’d get another chance to 
manage, and Jeffrey Loria brought me back.”  
When I asked him to compare this team with 
his World Champions of 2003, he said that, 
“We had more experienced players in ’03.  
On this club we have lots of young guys, 
and we don’t have any Becketts or Penneys 
on the pitching staff.  Some of our guys are 
pretty close, but not of their caliber.  Perry 
Hill, our first base coach is the only person 
still here from 2003.”  Jack still keeps in 
touch with some of his former players and 
coaches from 2003, when the Marlins shocked 
the mighty Yankees to win the World Series.  
“Jeff Conine works with us, and Mike Lowell 
did a Major League Baseball TV show with 
me in New York called “The Top 5 Teams 
of the Decade.”  I also talk to Jeff Cox, who 
coached for me in ’03, and is now doing very 
well with the White Sox.”

When asked who his top current players 
were, he mentioned Mike Stanton, who “has 
tremendous power, and 25 homers including 
the 10th inning grand slam he hit last night 
(Aug. 1) to beat the Mets.  He will be an 
outstanding Major League hitter.  Our first 
baseman Gaby Sanchez made the All-Star 
team.  Bonifacio is at third, and plays like 
Juan Pierre.  He leads off, gets on, and steals 
bases, and can play all infield positions and 
the outfield.  Infante is outstanding defen-
sively at second base, and our shortstop 
Hanley Ramirez has had a bit of an off year.  
We picked up Mike Cameron from Boston, 
and he was with us at Cincinnati, and is an 
outstanding defensive outfielder.  He’s also a 
real great guy, real professional , and a little 
bit older.  Pitching wise, our number 1 guy 
Josh Johnson is out probably for the year with 
an injury.  Sanchez has won 12-14 games in 
the past, but after that, we’re trying out guys.”

McKeon said, “I didn’t set a goal, but 
for the remainder of the season, I just want 
to get us to play over .500 baseball.  Once 
you get there, you never know what’s going 
to happen.”

Will Jack be back next year to help the 
Marlins open their new stadium?  “It’s too 
soon to make a decision.  I don’t know.  I’ve 
got to wait and see what happens.  I came 
here to help them out and do the best I can 
do.  Prior to coming back, I was enjoying 
what I was doing.  I like this, but would I do 
it next year?  I know my family would say 
‘no.’   The girls were surprised when I came 
back, but the boys were not.”

Jack’s family is also involved in base-
ball.  His son Kasey is Director of Player 
Procurement for the Washington Nationals, 
while one of his grandsons is playing for 
Norfolk in the International League.  Another 

grandson, Kellen worked for the Yankees 
last year, and recently passed the California 
Bar Exam.  “New York wants him back, but 
he wants to stick with law for now,” said 
McKeon.  Jack’s son-in-law Greg Booker 
is the pitching coach for Syracuse in the 
International League.

The Marlins skipper said, “the new 
stadium is beautiful.  It’s a dome stadium 
so you don’t have to worry about rainouts, 
and it has air conditioning, and you don’t 
have to worry about the heat.  It’s located 
in Miami, where the old Orange Bowl was, 
and is being built on the same site.  We’ll 
be known as the Miami Marlins.”

How far can the Marlins go this year?  
Jack said, “That depends.  It’s pretty tough 
in our division with the Phillies and Braves 
who are loaded.  I think the big goal is to get 
this club righted so when we get to the new 
stadium ,  we’ll be contenders.  I’d like to 
get them to .500 or a little above.”

So Jack, what’s it like to be managing in 
the big leagues again? “It’s almost like riding 
a bike.  I’m so used to it.  This is my 5th time 
I’ve taken a club over in mid-season, and 
I’ve been successful in getting them to rise 
up, and then I stayed a few years and moved 
on.    In ’03, I was called on Mother’s Day, 
and this time on Father’s Day.  Do I want to 
do it again for a whole year, I don’t know.”

Update: On the day of this interview, 
the Marlins beat the Mets, 4-3 to get back to 
the elusive .500 mark, and at the time were 
(23-15) under McKeon.  They returned to 
Florida and hit a rough streak, losing 7 in 
a row before topping the World Champion 
San Francisco Giants, 2-1.  As of this writing 
on Aug. 18, Florida is (57-66), and in last 
place, 23 games behind Philadelphia in the 
NL East.    The Marlins are (25-26) since 
Jack took over as manager, but still have 39 
games to play, so don’t count this club out.    
Jack has worked miracles before, such as 
in ’03, when he guided them to the World 
Series Championship. 

 On Aug. 15, McKeon hit another mile-
stone in his illustrious big league career, by 
managing in his 2,000th MLB game.  Con-
gratulations, Jack, and best of luck!

South Amboy 
Historical Society 
Meeting

The South Amboy Historical Society’s 
next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 
September13th at the Dowdell Library of 
South Amboy (6:30 pm); so mark your 
calendar for an interesting and enjoyable 
evening!  Mayor Fred Henry welcomes all 
who are interested in collecting, preserv-
ing and sharing South Amboy’s heritage.  
Refreshments will be served.

The library is adjacent to the South 
Amboy High School off O’Leary Boulevard. 
For additional information, contact Elaine 
Gaber at the library at 732.721.6060 or 
comments@dowdell.org.   
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1991
By Tom Burkard

St. Mary’s HS Class of 1991 returned 
for its final year in early September 1990, 
and you can bet many students  were fans 
of local rock superstar Jon Bon Jovi, whose 
“Blaze of Glory” topped the national charts 
on Sept. 8th.

The yearbook was titled “Together As 
One,” and dedicated to Sarah Shipman.  
Carolyn Kuzniak was the editor.  John Gloss 
Jr. was principal, and some of his fine staff 
included Sister Kateri, Sr. Alexandra, Sr. 
Lucia, Jim Davidson, Deborah Gulick, Sr. 
Ester, Charlotte Kierst, Dorothy Tighe.

The Senior Senate was headed by Rob-
ert Russo, and other members were James 
Cleary, Robert Clayton, Gino Vattelana, Erin 
Bulmer, Robert Zaleski, Jesse Anstett.  The 
two big social events were the Halloween 
Happening and the Annual Christmas Ball, 
which was held at Buttonwood Manor.

Some of the ’91 grads selected random-
ly: Tina –Lynn Casadei, Sylvia Marciniak, 
Danielle Corlett, Hilary Gearon, Katherine 
Delaney, Joyce Kosanovich, Leann Dal-
fonzo, Stacy McCormack, Tara Mitchell, 
Jennifer Melnyk, Catherine Murphy, Sharyn 
Nash, Laura Pentz, Janet Rzepka, Julianna 

Schneck, Cindy Solis, Michelle Sweeney, 
Catherine Teffenhart, Jo Anne Toth, Judy 
Vargas, Robin-Lynn Williamson, Robbin 
Fraley.

Some great nicknames: Homestead, 
Spoon, Scrub, Fonzie, Satan, Ace, Tess, Bass, 
J.J., Cash, Stickwoman, Mr. Fingers, Cyrus, 
The Real McCoy, Ax, Puddles, Bud, Chief, 
Pyro, Nuner, Momacita, Bubble.

The Class of ’91 featured many talented 
athletes including three basketball stars who 
scored over 1,000 points in their career, Jo 
Ellen Paczkowski, Dan Blaha, Rob Zaleski.  
Other SM senior athletes were Stacie Bacso-
ka, Valerie Archie, Jesse Anstett, Jim Cleary, 
Billy Comitini, Bob Clayton, Rosemarie 
Cuesta, Yosmarie Diaz, Maureen Flem-
ing, Beata Jankowski, Cheryl Julg, Keith 
Klass, Claudia Lucas, Brian McLaughlin, 
Tom Moran, the late Steve Pavich, Dave 
Orlowski, Jimmy Pavlonnis, Robert Russo, 
Mike Pyrik, Vinnie Saunders, Phil Smith, 
Jennifer Sullivan, Martha Tsilimidos, Gino 
Vattelana, Lisa Witt, Kerri Walker, and Kevin 
Zebro.  Mariah Carey’s “I Don’t Wanna Cry” 
topped the pop charts as St. Mary’s Class 
of ’91 received their diplomas in late May.

The Our Lady of Victory Knights of Columbus # 2061 from Sayreville recently awarded 
9 local kids for participating in its annual bowling league. This league is open to local 
kids and will be starting up again in October. There is a small participation fee for each 
kid. For more information contact Richie McCaig @ 732-439-0911.(Photo Submitted)

Hog Roast
Elks lodge #784 Motorcycle Club is 

hosting a HOG ROAST on Sunday, Sept. 
18, 2011 from 1pm-7pm at the lodge, 601 
Washington St. South Amboy.  There will 
be live music, food and much more.  Tickets 
can be purchased in advance for $20 or at the 
door for $24. Kids 10 and under are FREE. 
All proceeds benefit Elks charitable causes.  
Tickets available at the lodge.  Call for more 
info or lodge hours  732-727-7170.

Anniversary 
Commemorative 

The OLV Senior Group are selling the 
last three boxes of cookbooks. Be one of the 
parishioners/cooks who has a copy of this 
memorable compilation of delicious parish 
recipes. Cookbooks are still available at the 
pastoral center or contact Teri at (732) 727-
7639. The sale price is $5.00.

Ladies Outing to 
Lancaster

The OLV Senior Group is planning a 
Ladies Outing to Lancaster on Saturday, Oc-
tober 15, 2011. The cost of the trip is $60.00. 
This includes motor coach transportation, 
a delicious lunch at Shady Maple, snacks 
on the bus, tips and gratuities. The bus will 
leave the OLV lower parking lot at 9AM. 
The first stop will be lunch at Shady Maple. 
Next, the group will have the opportunity 
to tour the stores in Kitchen Kettle Village. 
Next, the group will have time to shop at the 
Rockvale Outlets. Dinner will be on your 
own. The bus will return at approximately 
9PM. For further information or to reserve 
a seat for this trip, please contact Geri at 
(732) 257-4351.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

Let A Professional Polish Your Resume
Do you have a resume that isn’t getting 

you the interviews you are looking for? Bring 
your current resume to Sayreville Public 
Library where Dr. Colleen Georges will 
provide you with a one-on-one critique and 
suggestions for making your resume stand 
out amongst the competition! Choose one 
time period on either Tuesday, September 
13, 6:00-8:00PM; or Tuesday, September 
20, 6:00-8:00PM. For more information, 
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or 
call 732-727-0212 ex, 25.  Please register 

by calling Alaina or visiting the Reference 
Desk.  You will be assigned a 15-minute 
time slot.  Time slots are assigned on a first 
come, first served basis.
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A group of seniors from Sayreville and South Amboy had a great time touring Chicago, 
Illinois from Jul. 31-Aug. 5 by bus with Senior Tours of Pennsylvania.  (Photo/info submitted)

Rolling Thunder-Sept. 18
Rolling Thunder, Inc.-New Jersey 

Chapter 2 will ride in honor of American 
POWs and MIAs of past wars in its “Ride 
For Freedom XVI,” on Sunday, Sept. 18.  
Registration is set for 8 a.m., and departure 
will be from Warinaco Park, Roselle at 
11:30 a.m., with an expected arrival time 
of 1 p.m.  at New Jersey Veterans Memorial 
in Holmdel.

The “Ride For Freedom XVI” is spon-
sored by Rolling Thunder, Inc.-New Jersey 
Chapter 2 and the New Jersey Vietnam 
Veterans’ Memorial Foundation.  Rolling 
Thunder, Inc. is a non-profit, non-political 

volunteer group dedicated toward a full 
accounting of POWs and MIAs and to help 
U.S. Veterans from all wars.  The New Jersey 
Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Foundation 
oversees the operation of the New Jersey 
Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial and Vietnam 
Era Museum & Educational Center.  The 
Memorial is open 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.  The Educational Center is open 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.  Both are located 
at exit 116 off the Garden State Parkway.  
For more info call 732-335-0033 or go to 
the web at: www.njvvmf.org.

Mystery Writers 
Library Program

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will be sponsoring a Mystery Writers 
Program on Thursday, October 20, 2011 at 
7PM in the library conference room. Dur-
ing the program the writers will showcase 
their writings and relate how they became 
interested in writing mysteries. There will 
be time set aside to be able to speak to each 
writer. Door prizes will be awarded to the 
lucky winners who can solve a mystery clue 
during the evening. Light refreshments will 
be served after the presentation. 

The Mystery Writers who will be 
participating in the program are: EJ Cop-
perman, Peggy Ehrhart, Jane Kelly, and 
Chelle Martin.

For further information contact Teri at 
732-727-7639. 

NOVENA TO ST.ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your 

love for God and charity for his creatures made 
you worthy when on earth to possess miraculous 
powers. Miracles waited on your word, which you 
were ready to speak for those in trouble and anxiety. 
(Make request). The answer to my prayer may require 
a miracle. O gentle and loving St. Anthonywhose 
heart was always ever full of human sympathy, 
whisper my petition into the ears of the sweet infant 
Jesus who loved to be folded in your arms and the 
graditude of my heart will be yours. This novena 
has never been known to fail. Say Our Father, Hail 
Mary and Glory Be.  -B.T.S.

Joe Klecko-A special thank you to our 
faithful readers, John M. Kelly of Parlin and 
Fred Kampo for pointing out that last month, 
we identified Joe Klecko as a former New 
York Giants star.  Any football fan would 
have realized that he starred for the New 
York Jets , not the Giants, so my apologies 
to Mr. Klecko and any Gang Green fans out 
there that were offended by this inadvertent 
error.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 
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Dan Passafiume (l) and his buddy, Charlie Stephen both of Parlin, were awarded Purple 
Hearts for their bravery in World War II.  The proud veterans are pictured getting ready 
for Sayreville’s Memorial Day Parade.  (Photo/info submitted)

Rosarian Of The 
Year
Communion 
Breakfast

The 30th Annual St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Rosary Altar Society Rosarian of the Year 
Communion Breakfast will be held in honor 
of President Sophie Roskowinski.  The event 
will be held at St. Stan’s School Cafeteria on 
Sunday, Oct. 2, with breakfast following the 
9 a.m. Mass.  Donation is $8 each, children 
under 10 $4.  Tickets go on sale at Masses 
on Sept. 17, 18, 24 & 25.  No tickets will be 
sold at the door.  For tickets call Madeline 
732-257-6510; Yvonne 732-257-4634; Par-
ish Office 732-254-0212. Sayreville Class Of 

‘69 Reunion
Sayreville War Memorial H.S. Class of 

1969 will be marching over the age-60 hill 
together, and will throw themselves a 60th 
Birthday Bash at the American Legion, 240 
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville on Sat., Aug. 27 
from 4-8 p.m. 

Knights In The 
Woods
Annual Motorcycle 
Run

The Blue Knights of New Jersey 
Chapter III will hold “Knights In The 
Woods,” its Annual escorted motorcycle 
run and picnic on Sunday, Oct. 2 from 
12 noon to 5 p.m., rain or shine.  Cost is 
$20 for all you can eat and drink (Kids 
under 10 FREE).  Entertainment is by 
the Kickback Band.  The run is ap-
proximately 50 miles with no highways!  
Ride registration starts at 8;30 a.m. at 
Williams Harley Davidson, 1100 US 
Highway 22 West, Lebanon (Just ¼ mile 
west of BMW dealership).  Run starts at 
11 a.m. sharp.  Coffee, tea, bagels will 
be offered at the registration.  The Wind 
up is at Merrill Park Grove #3, Iselin, 
just off State Highway 27 & Green St. 
in Woodbridge.  If you don�t want to 
ride, just go to Merrill Park and enjoy 
the fun.  12 noon registration at Grove 
#3.  This is a Blue Knight Int. sanctioned 
event.   They are a 501 3c organization 
and donate to a valid charity annually.  
For 2011, this event will be for the fam-
ily of distinguished Middlesex County 
C.O. Martin Cuddy.

 Great food, music, kids games, fun 
for the whole family!  Note: ID required 
for some beverages.  Picnic Chairman 
is Doug Sprague 732-525-5411, e-mail: 
fsugrad74@aol.com

Fall At  Dowdell 
Library

Fall is almost here and the Dowdell 
Library of South Amboy is gearing up for 
many fun events!  Kids can enter to win a 
loaded backpack during the library’s “Back-
to-School” contest August 23rd through 
September 1st.   A “Share-Your-App” Con-
test will take place September 1st through 
30th.  Categories will be: Young adults from 
11–17 and Adults 18+ and prizes include 
Amazon gift cards!  The movie “Cat from 
Outer Space” will take place on Tuesday, 
September 27th at 6:15 pm.  

Save the dates! On Saturday, October 
1st (12 noon – 3:30 pm) there will be a 
special program to assist the community in 
preserving personal collections of print, pho-
tographs, slides and audio-visual materials 
including VHS, 8mm and 16mm film.  The 
library has partnered with Innovative Digital 
Imaging to provide preservation services at 
affordable prices to the community; a per-
centage of all proceeds will be donated to 
the library for fundraising purposes.

On Thursday, October 27th (3:30 pm) 
there will be a fun Halloween “Spooktacular” 
with Mark Zacharia, the magician!  Dress 
for success – for the Best Costume Contest!

The Library is adjacent to the South Am-
boy High School.  For further details, contact 
the Library at 732-721-6060.   comments@
dowdell.org  or  www.dowdell.org 

Sayreville AARP 
Trip to Sight & 
Sound

 Sayreville AARP Chapter #4853 will be 
sponsoring a trip to Sight & Sound “Miracle 
of Christmas” on November 16, 2011 inLan-
caster, Pa. Cost $110.00 per person and  will 
include Bus transportation, Show, and Lunch 
at Millers (first choice) or Hersey Farm 
Restaurant.  Bus will depart from Sayreville 
Senior Center off Main St in Sayreville.  Full 
payment due on or before  September 1, 2011 
.  For more information, please contact: Chan 
732-721-1572 or Sarah at 732-238-8049.  
Checks should be made  payable to AARP 
Chapter #4853.

St. Mary’s Class Of ’76 Reunion
St. Mary’s H.S. Class of 1976 will be 

celebrating its 35th Reunion from 7 p.m. to 
midnight, on Friday, Oct. 7th at the Ria Mar 
Restaurant in South River.  The committee 
needs help in locating the following members 

of the “Bicentennial Class,” Lynn Eshelman, 
Eileen Farrell, Mary Finnegan, Joan Patten, 
Nora Rodriguez and Kathy Komando.  For 
complete info, contact smsaclassof76@
gmail.com

Happy 
Labor

Day
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New Policeman

Jorge J. Gonzalez was recently hired by Eatontown Police Department.  He graduated 
from Rowan University with a Bachelors of Science Degree in Business Administration, 
and Gloucester County Police Academy (GCPA) with a SLEO II certification.  He worked 
as a Special II Police Officer in South Amboy and later became a full-time Police Officer 
at Princeton University, and obtained his Class A certification from GCPA.  The Borough 
of Eatontown interviewed over 100 applicants, and he was one of two that were sworn 
in on July 27, 2011.  Also, pictured is his sister Sheila Gonzalez, who graduated from 
Bergen Community College with an Associates in Respiratory Therapy.  She recently 
started working at Centra State Medical Center in Freehold.  Both attended and graduated 
from Sacred Heart School, South Amboy, and St. John Vianney H.S. Holmdel.  Rosario 
and Dr. Jorge Gonzalez Gomez are the proud parents and assisted during the ceremony, 
and told us, “We are very proud of their academic and employment achievements, and 
that they continue to be part of our successful family business, which was established 
in 1994.”  Congratulations and best of luck, Jorge and Sheila! (Photo/info submitted)

Middlesex County artists over age 60, who participated in the Middlesex County 
Department of Senior Services Senior Art Contest, view their work at The Studio Art 
Gallery in the Middlesex County College Performing Arts Center in Edison. The works 
were part of a County contest, which included artwork in nine media categories.  First-
place winners in the County contest will go on to compete in the New Jersey Senior 
Citizens Art Show this fall. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Attention High School Seniors…
The ELKS Most Valuable Student 

Scholarship Competition Applications are 
available online beginning Sept. 1, 2011. This 
scholarship is eligible to any High School 
Senior who is a citizen of the United States.  
Applicants will be judged on scholarship, 
leadership, and financial need.  Applications 

are available at Lodge # 784, 601 Washington 
St., South Amboy or may be downloaded 
online at www.elks.org/enf/scholars. The 
deadline for submission is Dec 1, 2011.  For 
more information please contact the lodge 
at (732) 727-7170 and leave a message for 
the Scholarship Chairperson Sue Peterson.
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The South Amboy Branch YMCA recognized Amboy Bank for its contribution which 
allowed the Y to purchase a Bike Rack, and Outdoor Trash and Recycling Receptacles 
to enhance the exterior of its newly constructed Community Center.
Pictured from left to right:Donna Ostrowski, Laurence Harbor Branch Manager of Amboy 
Bank, Debbie Skwiat, South Amboy Branch Manager of Amboy Bank Mickey Gross, 
South Amboy Councilman, Katie McAdoo, Exeuctive Director, South Amboy Branch 
YMCA, South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry, Pam Brown, President of the Board of Directors 
of the YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge & South Amboy, Amanda Rushnak, 
Membership & Marketing Director, South Amboy Branch YMCA  (Photo/Info Submitted)
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Bella is in good company with (l-r) Mike Kelly Sr., Frank Weber, and Dan DiPoalo Sr. at 
Waterfront Park during The SA Times Annual Dog Contest.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Internet For 
Beginners

Learn how to surf websites and find 
information on the Internet with Sayre-
ville Public Library resident tech guru, 
Bob Mulholland. Monday, September 19 
at 6:00PM. Class is limited to Sayreville 
residents with current library cards only, 
please. Non-residents will be assigned to a 
waiting list. Register online at http://www.
sayrevillelibrary.org; call 732-727-0212. 
Students who cannot attend must cancel 24 
hours before class or forfeit any future class 
attendance. 

Fairy Tale Puppet 
Theatre 

Children ages 3 & up are invited to join 
us for a fairy tale puppet show!  Marti of 
Marti Enterprize, will keep your children 
entertained, as familiar fairy tales fill up 
the stage!  Thursday, September 22 at 6:00 
PM.  Register online beginning August 21, 
by visiting: www.sayrevillelibrary.org

A PrAYEr FOr HEAliNg
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.

PrAYEr TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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1975-This group of youngsters posed for a vintage photo on a Second St. porch in 
South Amboy.  Pictured (l-r) Theresa Tabasko, Nancy Garsick, Mark Kozak, and Diane 
Fisher.  (Photo by Debbie Garsick, courtesy of Nancy Garsick)

“ARE WE THERE, YET??
By Elaine Holton Scott

Whether taking a day trip, traveling 
long-distance to visit far-off relatives, or 
driving many miles to reach a vacation 
destination, during the summer a lot of time 
is spent in a car.  In this day and age that 
usually means setting the GPS for directions, 
then, buckling up and kicking back in air 
conditioned comfort.  For kids, the hardest 
part of the trip might be deciding how to pass 
the time.  If they’re lucky to have just some 
of the hi-tech electronics on the market, they 
can call and talk to friends; text message; 
take and send photos; make a video; read 
email; instant message; blog; and/or keep 
up with friends on the networking sites.  
If that becomes boring, they could always 
download a book to read; listen to music, 
play some video games, or watch a favorite 
movie.  When hunger hits, they can search 
online through the menus of restaurants along 
the way to help decide where to stop to get 
something to eat. 

Movies…Videos…Restaurants…
Comfort??!!  

Air conditioning inside vehicles was 
different years ago.  Air blew through open 
car windows, on the condition the car stayed 
in motion.  As soon as the car stopped or just 
slowed down, the air conditioning “shut off.”  
With the whole family crammed together like 
sardines in a can, spending more than a few 
minutes in a car during the hot summer days 
had been pure misery.  Fortunately, this was 
still a time when relatives rarely ever moved 
away, and when the closest thing to a vacation 
usually was just going somewhere for only a 
few hours.  As for “hi-tech electronics,” that 
was the car radio, built into the unpadded 
dashboards right above the cigarette lighter 
and ash tray.

“Are we there, yet??”  After only five 
minutes on the road, that question would 
start being asked.  In response, we’d often 
hear, “Quiet!!  Your father’s trying to drive!!”   
So, we did what every child had done.  We 
played the “license plate game.”  Whoever 
saw the most out-of-state license plates was 
the winner.  With 2-lane highways, the game 
was as slow-going as the drive.  The excep-
tion was riding on The Garden State Parkway.

After the Grand Opening of the Raritan 
Toll Plaza in the early ‘50s, everyone had 
been eager to ride on the parkway’s new 
stretch of roadway.  Heading southward, 
cars would travel to a desired point before 
turning around to come home again.  In 
those pre-RV years, a highlight was seeing 
an Airstream trailer being pulled behind a 
car.  Made of shiny aluminum and shaped 
like a sausage, those trailers would sparkle 
and glisten in the rays of the sun.  “Tin cans,” 

my dad would laughingly call them.  Having 
no air conditioning, they were actually more 
like mobile ovens.  

Before coming home, a stop would be 
made at one of the many tree-shaded wooden 
picnic tables set alongside the parkway.   
From car trunks would come our “meals on 
wheels,” well-used, metal ice chests, filled 
with sandwiches, fruit, snacks, and jugs of 
Kool-Aid.  Being hungry and eating in the 
open air had made our simple food seem “fit 
for a king.”  Sitting at the table all together 
in the coolness of the trees, we’d eat, talk, 
and laugh…unknowingly, making memories 
for a lifetime.  

Compared to now, we had so very little 
back then…

Email For 
Beginners

Learn how to create a free Gmail E-
mail address and use E-mail with Sayreville 
Public Library resident tech guru, Bob Mul-
holland. Monday, September 26 at 6:00PM. 
Class is limited to Sayreville residents with 
current library cards only, please. Register 
online at http://www.sayrevillelibrary.org; 
call 732-727-0212. Students who cannot 
attend must cancel 24 hours before class or 
forfeit any future class attendance. 

or did we??

Old Friends

PLEASANT LITTLE 
TRIVIA 

continued from page 2
5.  Hercules, Inc. was located in Parlin 

at?  a.Minnisink Ave. b.Jernee Mill Rd. 
c.Lower Main St.

6. In 1975, St. Mary’s HS play was?  
a.The Music Man b.All That Jazz c.Man 
Of La Mancha

7.  This bar was not located in the 
Melrose section of Sayreville in ’75?  
a.Lagoda’s Bar & Grill b.Andy’s Tavern & 
Hall c.Norman’s Tavern

8. South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1972?  
a.Bob Munck b.Ed Szatkowski c.Charlie 
Reilly

9.  In 1973, how many Stewart’s Root 
Beer stands were located in the Borough of 
Sayreville?  a.1 b.2 c.3

10. In ’75, he was Pastor of Christ 
Church in South Amboy?  a.Rev. John 
Thomas b.Rev. Michael Crossman c.Rev. 
Alvin Jackson

11. Sayreville’s Borough Council Presi-
dent in 1982?  a.Joseph Keenan b.William 
Jackson c.Thomas Kuberski

Pleasant Little Trivia cont on page 
ANSWERS are missing they are below.  
Was on disk 1

Answers
1b 2c 3c 4b 5a 6a 7c 8c 9c 10a 11b 12c.
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New York Mets rooters are thrilled to have star third baseman David Wright back in 
action after a long layoff from an injury.  Always a fan-favorite, he is shown visiting with 
some fans prior to the Mets-Marlins game on Aug. 2nd.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

Summer 1980…

July 13, 1980-Talented teenage musician, Frank Dill (l) is pictured singing lead vocals while 
playing lead guitar with his band, The Generations in concert, at the South Amboy Carnival, 
which was held on the old George Street basketball court near Hoffman HS.  Frank’s cousin 
Dave La Berge (r) is playing bass, and his Uncle Mike Schwartzer pounds the drums.  
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Summer Fun-2011
Photos By Tom Burkard

The Sayreville Recreation Department’s summer counselors and children had a great 
time designing tee shirts at Burke’s Park.

The Children’s Center For Learning Of South Amboy featured a summer carnival with 
lots of fun for its students.

The South Amboy Recreation Department’s summer counselors and youngsters show 
off some of the cool art that they created at the old Senior Center on South Stevens Ave.

Summer Rec-1965
The South Amboy Summer Recre-

ation staff consisted of Arts & Crafts & 
Playgrounds-Margaret “Peggy” Trpisovsky, 

Gloria Skowronski, Adelaid Wallis; Arts & 
Crafts-Helen Connors; Lifeguards at South 
Amboy Boat Club & Playgrounds-Mike 
Keller and John O’Brien.

The word is out that the Great Beds Lighthouse in Raritan Bay near South Amboy/
Sayreville has been sold!  The longtime landmark went for an estimated $90,000.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)
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The Great Auditorium, Ocean Grove, NJ
 Photos By Tom Burkard

The fabulous Peter Noone, better known as 
“Herman” of the great 60’s group, Herman’s 
Hermits was  the headlining act at a concert 
at The Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove.

Joe Butler, an original member of the Lovin’ 
Spoonful sounded super on the autoharp 
with the current group that featured one 
other band mate from the 1960’s. 

Billy J. Kramer & The Dakotas provided the 
audience with an excellent set of original 
and cover songs.

British Invasion At Ocean Grove
By Steve Schmid and Tom Burkard

On July 23rd, the hottest night of the Sum-
mer of 2011, the British Invasion came to the 
Great Auditrorium at Ocean Grove, as Billy 
J. Kramer and Peter Noone performed live 
in concert.  The Lovin’ Spoonful provided 
an American interlude when their music was 
sandwiched between the two British acts.  
The evening began with Billy J. Kramer 
performing several Beatles songs, “I Call 
Your Name,” “I’ll Keep You Satisfied,” 
“Do You Want To Know A Secret,” and 
“Slow Down.”  Kramer also sang his two 
biggest hits, “Little Children,” and “Bad To 
Me.”  He finished his set with 2 more terrific 
British tunes, “The Sun Ain’t Gonna Shine 
Anymore” by The Walker Brothers, and The 
Dave Clark 5’s “Glad All Over.”  

The American group, The Lovin’ Spoon-
ful featured two of its original members 
from the 1960’s, but unfortunately missed 
the legendary John Sebastian.  Still, they 
managed to turn in a fine performance, and 
had the crowd singing along and enjoying 
their great hits from way back when.  They 
opened with “You Didn’t Have To Be So 
Nice,” and followed with “Nashville Cats,” 
announcing that this was the song that gave 
them the distinction of becoming the first 
group to have a hit on the pop and country 
charts simultaneously.  The 2000 Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame inductees then breezed 
through all of their memorable songs such 
as, “Younger Girl,” “Did You Ever Have 
To Make Up Your Mind,” “Daydream,” 
“Summer In The City,” and did some great 

cover versions of “Never My Love,” Mr. 
Tambourine Man,” “California Dreamin’,” 
and ended with their own “Do You Believe 
In Magic,” and yes, their performance was 
like magic taking you right back on memory 
lane to those sensational 60’s.

The great Peter Noone leader of Her-
man’s Hermits, was the headlining act, and 
had the crowd up, singing and dancing from 
the first note he hit on his opening song, “I’m 
Into Something Good,” which was their first 
charted single in the U.S.  He was simply 
outstanding, as he and his talented group 
pleased the crowd throughout his set, and 
sang almost all of Herman’s Hermits 18 Top 
40 hits.  “Herman” as he was known as back 
in the 60’s, proved what a well-rounded en-
tertainer he is by cracking some great jokes, 
that had the audience rolling in the aisles with 
laughter.  He loves his profession so much 
and told the crowd that, “I’m like a 17-year 
old kid in a 63-year old man’s body.”  After 
his first song, he did “Wonderful World,”  
and then 3 cool covers of The Searchers, 
“Love Potion Number 9,” The Monkees, 
“Daydream Believer,” and Johnny Cash’s 
“Ring of Fire.”  Noone & The Hermits dug 
back into their hit treasure chest with “She’s 
A Must To Avoid,” “Just A Little Bit Bet-
ter,” “Silhouettes,” “Listen People,” “No 
Milk Today,” the beautiful ballad, “The 
End Of The World,” “Can’t You Hear My 
Heartbeat.”  The crowd went wild when he 
played his two number 1 hits, “Mrs. Brown 
You’ve Got A Lovely Daughter,” and “I’m 
Henry VIII, I Am.”  He concluded his show 
with “There’s A Kind Of Hush.” 

#1 Country Hits-
Aug. 27
1995-You’re Gonna Miss Me When I’m 
Gone-Brooks & Dunn
1983-You’re Gonna Ruin My Bad 
Reputation-Ronnie McDowell
1972-If You Leave Me Tonight I’ll Cry-
Jerry Wallace
1969-A Boy Named Sue-Johnny Cash
1958-Blue Blue Day-Don Gibson

#1 Pop Hits-Aug. 27
2001-Fallin’-Alicia Keys
1995-Kiss From A Rose-Seal
1985-The Power Of Love-Huey Lewis & 
The News
1976-Don’t Go Breaking My Heart-Elton 
John & Kiki Dee
1967-Ode To Billie Joe- Bobbie Gentry
1959-The Three Bells-The Browns

Moskal Finishes 4th

Former Morgan resident and Sayreville 
War Memorial H.S. grad, Walt “Corkey” 
Moskal captured 4th place in Mandolin 
competition in Mississippi where he resides.  
He is also an accomplished guitar player 
and one of the original members of “The 
In-Between” local band back in the 1960’s.  
Congratulations, 

One Hit Wonders
30 Years Ago

1986-I Wanna Be A Cowboy-Boys 
Don’t Cry; Tuff Enuff-The Fabulous 
Thunderbirds;  When The Heart Rules The 
Mind-GRT; Rumors-The Timex Social 
Club; The Captain Of My Heart-Double; 
Heartbeat-Don Johnson; Emotion In Motion-
Ric Ocasek;  Shake You Down-Gregory 
Abbott;  The Future’s So Bright , I Gotta 
Wear Shades-Timbuk 3;  Keep Your Hands 
To Yourself-The Georgia Satellites.

Walt!

Music Trivia
Wild

By Tom Burkard

1.__Wild Thing a. The Escape Club
2.__Born To Be Wild b. Cat Stevens
3.__Wild Boys c. The Rolling Stones
4.__Wild World d. Steppenwolf
5.__Wild One e. The Troggs
6.__Wild, Wild West f. Skylark
7.__Wild Horses g. Michael Murphey
8.__Wildfire h. Duran Duran
9.__Wildflower i. The Rockin’ Rebels
10._Wild Weekend j. Bobby Rydell

Answers
1e 2d 3h 4b 5j 6a 7c 8g 9f 10i.

Ocean Grove: A Unique
Concert Hall

By Steve Schmid

Billy J. Kramer & The Dakotas provided the 
Ocean Grove audience with an excellent 
set of original and cover songs.

A unique concert experience is avail-
able every summer at Ocean Grove’s Great 
Auditorium at the Jersey Shore.  The Great 
Auditorium was opened in 1894 as an open 
air facility.  It was built in the late 1800’s, 
as many new communities were planned 
across America.  Ocean Grove is one of the 
few sites where Methodist Camp meetings 
with their open air revivals are still being 
held.  A camp meeting is held every summer 
at Ocean Grove.  The Great Auditorium has 

a seating capacity of over 6,300 people.  
The acoustics are fantastic, as the sound 
easily covers the hall.  It is an intimate 
setting as performers just walk out on the 
stage since there is no curtain.

The Great Auditorium at Ocean 
Grove is a unique concert experience, 
and is only a short ride by car or train 
from South Amboy/Sayreville.  You’ve 
got to check this out sometime, and I’m 
sure you’ll enjoy it.

One of South Amboy’s  greatest and most famous drummers of all time,  Dennis  
Nardone flashed a terrific smile during a 5-second break from performing with 
Sandy Sasso’s Swingin’ Big Band at Waterfront Park, as part of the Middlesex 
County Department of Parks & Recreation’s Free Summer Concert Series.  The 
Series was once again, a huge success, and the fabulous entertainment brought 
lots of fun and enjoyment to the thousands of people who attended over the 
summer.    Through the years Dennis toured the world with the renowned Tommy 
Dorsey Band, and also played at Elton John’s 40th birthday party.  (Photo/info by 
Tom Burkard)
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Local Sports
By Tom Burkard

Major Leaguers-Jack McKeon (c), manager of the Florida Marlins Major League Baseball 
Club recently met up with his old St. Mary’s High School Class of 1948 buddies, Ed and 
John O’Brien, who are former big leaguers.  The Marlins were playing at Seattle, where 
the O’Brien twins live, and the great friends got together for dinner after the ballgame.  
(Photo/info submitted)

2011 American 
Legion Baseball 
News

The 2011 South Amboy Post 62 legion 
baseball teams were honored with a picnic 
sponsored by the members of Luke A. Lovely 
American Legion Post 62 on Sat, July 30th.

This year marked the first time 3 teams 
were sponsored from Post 62 with its Senior 
19U team earning a spot in the 2011 county 
playoffs.  The program is run by Council-
man Don Applegate who not only scouts 
and evaluates local area talent for the team 
but who also has worked hard to transform 
Veteran’s Field into a respectable and safe 
playing experience.

2011 award winners included:  (15U)
MVP’s – Keith Warzecha/Jason Olivares ; 
(17U)MVP’s -Kevin Zulin/Alex Olivares; 
(19U) MVP – Brian Truchan; Cy Young 
– Joe Lunger; Rookie of the Year – Eric 
Pacansky. Special Recognition was given to 
Craig Warzecha for his service and leader-
ship to the team.

The 19U team competes in a wood 
bat division and despite dropping 5 games 
by 1 run they still managed to make 
the playoffs as the 4th seed and ended 
one game short of the state tournament.                                                                                                                       
Team statistical leaders included:  Bat-
tingAvg-E. Pacansky.348/Truchan.306/
Kevin Pacansky.300;  OnBaseAvg – Joe 
Smith.448/K.Pacansky.440/E.Pacansky.412  
ERA Lunger 1.76/Dustin DeVoe 2.65

Each year with proceeds from raffle’s 
and fundraisers the team provides college 
scholarship money to outgoing senior team 
members.  This year’s recipients were: 
Brian Truchan, Craig Warzecha, and Joe 
Lunger.  For anyone interested in donating 
to next year’s scholarships please see Coach 
Applegate.

Special thanks to Joe Blaha, Joe Rach-
wal, Larry Stratton, Billy Tierney, Johnny 
Breem, and Wayne Olsen for providing the 
teams with plenty of food and drinks on a 
hot July afternoon! 

Over 50 Softball
Many local Slow Pitch Softball legends 

from South Amboy/Sayreville are playing  
in the Middlesex County Over 50 Softball 
League for the Highwaymen, and enjoying it 
immensely, (except for lots of sore muscles 
and a couple serious injuries).  Local players 
include ace pitcher Ron Croddick, Mayor 
Fred Henry, Ray Leonard, Jack O’Connor, 
Jack Conlon, Joe Noble, Bob Howarth, Ed 
O’Connor, Drew Newcomb, and Tim Walc-
zak.   These standout softball vets dominated 
the South Amboy Slow Pitch League for 
many years, and have a combined 200 plus 
years of softball experience, with many 
championships under their belt.  They cur-
rently sport a solid 17-11 record, and should 
make a strong run for the league title.  Good 
luck, guys! 

Competitive Swim Builds Character
Ruben Merino, Aquatics Director, South Amboy Branch YMCA

Swimming is more than just a form of 
exercise, and being part of a competitive 
swim team is more than just participating in 
a sport.  It’s a great way to build one’s char-
acter, create great memories, and form close 
relationships between family and friends.

Being part of a swim team promotes 
the development of the following traits: 
self-discipline, self-confidence, responsi-
bility, perseverance, good sportsmanship, 
and teamwork.  Swimmers learn dedica-
tion, commitment and sacrifice through 
daily swim practice.  Their hard work and 
dedication pay off at swim meets when their 
times are faster.  Their continued efforts to 
achieve their goals, despite difficulties, help 
them to grow as individuals.  Children learn 
to embrace victory and manage defeat.  In 
fact, swimmers come to understand that if 
they do their very best there are no failures.

A competitive swim team will bring 
great memories that will last a lifetime.  Chil-
dren will remember their first competition, 
their very first place victory, and hopefully 
qualifying for a championship swim meet.  
The excitement that a child experiences 
the first time they place first will be unfor-
gettable, and will be shared by everyone.  

Memories can even be formed by something 
as simple as hanging out with teammates 
while waiting to swim.  Competitive swim-
ming is a very memorable experience in a 
child’s life.

The support from family and friends is 
something that a child will always remember.  
A swim team is a great way for children to 
build relationships with other swimmers.  A 
lot of close friendships begin in the swim-
ming pool, not only between swimmers but 
also between their families.  Being involved 
with a swim team can promote closeness 
within the family unit, as parents commit to 
helping their children achieve their swim-
ming goals.  It is a place where children make 
new friends and families come together.

The South Amboy Branch YMCA is 
starting a competitive swim team this Fall!  
Being part of the South Amboy Cyclones 
will be more than just being part of a swim 
team.  It will be an opportunity for children 
to build character traits, create memories to 
last a lifetime, and form new friendships.  
Competitive swimming and being part of 
a team is a very special and rewarding ex-
perience in a child’s life.  Enjoy the rest of 
the summer and get ready for swim season!

Appiah To Play At 
Wagner

John Appiah, who starred at fullback/
linebacker for Cardinal McCarrick’s foot-
ball squad last season has accepted a full 
scholarship to play at Wagner College next 
season.  Over 30 schools were interested in 
Appiah, who was a Home News Tribune 
1st Team selection in 2010, when he led 
the area with 17  sacks, and also racked 
up 125 tackles, forced 14 fumbles, had 10 
quarterback hurries and 12 knockdowns.  
Congratulations, John! 

Jack McKeon Recalls
South Amboy’s Great ’48 Team

By Tom Burkard

Jack McKeon, a recent inductee into 
the Amateur All-American Baseball Asso-
ciation’s Hall-of-Fame at Johnstown, PA, 
enjoyed talking about the South Amboy 
All-Stars 1948 baseball team, that finished 
3rd place in the national tournament.

While sitting at his desk in the visiting 
manager’s office at Citi Bank Field prior to 
the game between his Florida Marlins and 
New York Mets, he recalled that, “I started 
the ’48 team by rounding up players from 
St. Mary’s and Hoffman High Schools, 
and entered us in the Middlesex County 
Freeholders Tournament, not realizing 
the winner went on to play in the Newark 
Star Ledger’s AAABA Tournament.  We 
waltzed through the Freeholders Tourney 
at Johnson Park, and then we went on to 
Newark.  We were also playing on another 
semipro team, the South Amboy A.A. with 
Richie Schultz and O’Leary, and this team 
was a little higher up class, and playing at 

Waters Stadium in Perth Amboy.  It was 
the only time both team played on the same 
night, so the O’Brien’s and I played on that 
team, and sent the other club to Newark, 
and my brother “Biff” did the catching 
and knocked in the winning run.  We lost 
in Waters Stadium, but went on to win at 
Newark.  I organized that team, and asked 
Richie Ryan to be the coach.  I remember the 
finals, and we scored a lot of runs.  Before 
the game a Polish priest said he’d give us 
$1 for every hit we got.  Well, we got about 
20 hits,” laughed McKeon.

Jack went on to note many of the great 
’48 team players went on to pro baseball, in-
cluding Ed and John O’Brien, Ray Stockton, 
John “Skeets” Skarzynski, Leo Kedzierski, 
John Kovaleski, Bill “Biff” McKeon, and 
himself.  He also said that his team finished 
3rd, losing a close semifinal contest.

On his being chosen for the Hall-of-
Fame, he said, “It’s an honor going in with 
my brother “Biff.”  He played two years 
up there, and I only played one.  I’m really 
happy they selected us, but unfortunately I 
can’t attend, and sent them a video.”

South Amboy Beats 
Sayreville

1975-The South Amboy Babe Ruth 
League All-Stars defeated Sayreville 7-5 
in the semifinals of the Freeholders Junior 
Baseball Tournament.  Tim Connor led the 
way with 3 hits including a triple.  Bob 
Clayton was the winning pitcher, and got 
relief help from Ray Stockton.  Jim Beshada 
was the manager and his coaches were W. 
Tom Kross and Sy Sullivan.

South Amboy 
Baseball League
Late 1940’s

South Amboy had a highly competi-
tive baseball league in the late 1940’s, and 
around 1948, the six teams and manag-
ers were: Brennan’s AA-Joe Charmello; 
Abby’s AA-Bob McGowan; Nebus AA-
John “Bing” Miller; Mechanicsville AA-
Tom English; Nelson’s AA-G. Jankowski; 
Goveagles-Joe Senape.

Little League Photo
In last month’s vintage Little League 

photo, Ed Pietraszka was mistakenly iden-
tified as Al Pietraszka.  Sorry ‘bout that!

Bet You Didn’t Know
I’ll bet you that not one of our loyal 

readers knew that former Major League 
Baseball pitcher, Bob Dustal was born 
in Sayreville.  You can look it up in the 
Baseball Encyclopedia.  I didn’t even 
know, and came upon this fact by accident.  
Everyone associates the Dustal name with 
the great South River baseball teams in 
the late 1950’s, early 60’s, but apparently 
Bob’s family moved across the bridge to 
Rams country.  Too bad he didn’t stay in 
Sayreville and pitch for Coach John Wort-
ley’s great clubs.

In ’63, Dustal pitched in 7 games for 
the Detroit Tigers, hurling 6 innings, and 
struck out 4, while posting a 9.00 ERA. 

Blood Drive
Every two seconds someone needs 

blood.  Some people need regular trans-
fusions to live.  Save a life today and 
donate blood! Please support this worthy 
endeavor at Sayreville Public Library on 
Tuesday, September 27 from 2:30-7:00PM. 

Locals In Pro Ball
Pitcher Kevin Mulvey of Sayreville, 

is currently with Reno in the Pacific Coast 
League.  In 85.2 innings, he has  49 strike-
outs, and an ERA of 7.04.  Kevin’s record 
currently stands at 3-7.  He is the property 
of the Arizona Diamondbacks.

Joe Tarallo of South Amboy, was traded 
by the Florence Freedom to the Washington 
(PA) Wild Things in the Frontier League,  
for first baseman Ernie Banks.  (Wonder if 
he’s related to Cubs Hall-of-Famer)?  Tarallo 
pitched in one game for Washington, and 
faced 3 batters without getting an out.  The 
team determined that he had an arm injury, 
and released him on Aug. 3rd, but gave him 
an open invitation to join them at Spring 
Training next year.  

While with Florence, he put up 
some nice numbers: Games-14; Innings 
pitched-15; Strikeouts-8; Bases on Balls-4; 
ERA-3.00; W-0; L-0.  

Babe Ruth League 
All-Stars
45 Years Ago-1966

The South Amboy Babe Ruth League 
All-Stars, managed by the great Joe Mc-
Carthy, competed in the Area 3 District 11 
Babe Ruth League State Tournament.  After 
dropping its first game, 6-5 to Fords, SA 
bounced back to win 4 straight over Perth 
Amboy, Union, and Fords (twice).

The All-Stars were: Doug Sprgaue, Mor-
gan Lions; George Beck and Tom Downs, 
Komars; Tom Kelly, Joe Jaskowiak, Jimmy 
Tingle, Fran “Cigus” Vanni, Mechanicsville; 
John Salge, Oak View Nursing Home; Larry 
Kurzawa and Brian Kreiger, Raritan River 
Railroad; Dennis Nardone, Pat McDonough, 
Ernie Read, Fred Henry, Independence; Jack 
Trenta, Sacred Heart.  Manager McCarthy’s 
coaching staff included Frank Jankowski, 
Joe Kelly, and Recreation Director John 
Zdanewicz.
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Glory Days in
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

1954-Perth Amboy St. Mary’s 
beat the Eagles, 4-2 in baseball.  

Bill Rea ripped an RBI double and 
Joe Bucko an RBI single for South 

Saints.   1969-Hoffman nipped Keyport, 4-3 
behind winning pitcher Jimmy Tingle.  Jim 
and Ron Croddick notched an RBI apiece 
for the Purple and Gold.   1971-The Guvs 
crushed Croydon Hall, 11-1 on a 2-hitter 
by Bob Levins, who was making his first 
start.  Alfie Clark ripped 2 singles a double, 
and added 3 RBI, while Jimmy Croddick 
drove in 2 with a double and a bases loaded 
walk.  1980-St. Mary’s stopped St. Pius, 5-2, 
as John Inman led the way with a perfect 
3-for-3 game including a double and 2 RBI.  
1998-Sayreville pounded Piscataway, 8-2 
in baseball.  Nick Spiewak blasted a 3-run 
homer, John Bell a solo shot and single, Matt 
Aikens added 2 RBI, and Matt Rubio 1 to 
support winning pitcher David Santiago, who 
fired a 4-hitter.   2000-South Amboy girls’ 
softball squad topped Highland Park, 9-3.  
Gina Rae Miller stroked a 2-run single, while 
Regan Rone went 2-for-3 and scored 3 runs.

Sport-Baseball
Year-1971
Teams-Hoffman (12-4-1) vs. Henry 
Hudson (15-6) for the CJ Group I Cham-
pionship
Recap-The Guvs easily won the CJ Group 
I title over the Admirals, 8-0 on a brilliant 
4-hitter by ace lefty, Gary Lange, who 
struck out 5. Hoffman jumped out to a 5-0 
lead in the first inning when Ron Croddick 
blasted a 2-run triple, Alfie Clark singled 
him in, and Joe Vigilante added a 2-run 
single to give the locals a quick 5-0 cush-
ion.  Left fielder Jim Croddick drilled 3 
singles to lead the Purple and Gold attack.
MVP-Gary Lange
*Members of the 1971 CJ Group I cham-
pions: Coach John Zdanewicz, manager 
Dennis McCarthy, Gary Lange, Ron 
Croddick, Jim Croddick, Dennis Yanoski, 
Alfie Clark, Bob Levins, Mark Abbatiello, 
Tom Szatkowski, Doug Buckalew, Mike 
Colucci, Joe Vigilante, Jim Keegan, Dan 
Paone, Larry Parsons. 

Diamond Dust
1969
South Amboy Little Fellas League
Weiss 9 Lions 2-Winning pitcher Kevin 

Homan fired a no-hitter and ripped 3 hits.
South Amboy Babe Ruth League
Mechanicsville 2 Komars 1-Mark Ab-

batiello singled in the winning run, while 
Leroy Kurtz was the winning pitcher by 
firing a nifty 2-hitter and striking out 7.

South Amboy Slow Pitch Softball 
League

Roddy’s Tavern 12 Wonder Bar 6-Tom 
Fitzmorris drilled 3 hits in support of win-
ning pitcher Paul Kurtz.  Joe Tarallo blasted 
a home run for Wonder Bar.

1970
Morgan Midget League
Morgan Pharmacy 8 Sayreville Esso 

1-Winning pitcher Dan O’Neill fired a 
3-hitter and also hammered 2 doubles.  Art 
Wolfarth had 2 RBI.

South Amboy Midget League
Yanks 7 Orioles 2-Tim Walczak was 

the winning pitcher, and Bob McCarthy 
stroked 3 hits.

2005
American Legion
South Amboy 2 Iselin 0-Winning 

pitcher Shane Connors struck out 9.  Brett 
Romer laced an RBI single, and Ricky 
McCutcheon walked with the bases loaded.

Junior Legion
Sayreville 12 JFK 2-Tom Berardi went 

3-for-3  including a double and triple, to 
drive in 3 runs.  Steve Witkowski was the 
winning pitcher.
65 Years Ago-1936

Hoffman High’s talented pitcher, Henry 
Conroy Sr., won his first 4 starts, while 
striking out 59 batters in 36 innings.  His 
top performance was an unbelievable 17 
strikeouts in a 5-4 win over Keyport.

70 Years Ago-1941
St. Mary’s boys’ tennis team defeated 

New Brunswick, 3-1.  Andrew Clark won in 
singles, while the doubles teams of Joe Sibol 
and John Hoover, as well as John Grimley 
and George Harkins also triumphed.
104 Years Ago In Local 
Sports

By Fran Fitzmorris
May 4, 1907-The Fishtowners defeated 

the Shamrocks, 12-5.  Good batting by the 
Fishtowners enabled them to easily win the 
game.  The lineups were: Fishtown-John 
Conlogue rf M. Bailey cf Frank Connors lf 
M. Delaney ss Phillip Purcell 1b H. Bren-
nan 2b John Hensberger 3b John Callahan 
c Frank M. Delaney p.

Shamrocks-R. Kress rf John O’Leary cf 
Pete Ward lf John Scully ss J. Gordon 1b S. 
Kress 2b William Lyons 3b Tom Carroll p.

As always for me, this is not about the 
outcome of the game, but more about the 
names of the players whose families played 
an important role in the history of the town 
for over 100 years.  Baseball wasn’t new to 
the town in 1907, as it was being played in 
1890 and maybe earlier.  The teams from 
town were not only playing local teams, 
but teams from all over Middlesex County.  
Many of the home games were played on 
Star Field, which was located on lower Au

50 Years Ago
Sayreville Wins Little League
State Championship

By Tom Burkard 
On August 12, 1961, one of the most 

important baseball games in Sayreville his-
tory took place.  The Sayreville All-Stars 
became the first team in Middlesex County 
to capture the New Jersey Little League 
Baseball championship, by easily defeat-
ing River Edge, 9-3, before a huge crowd 
of 3,500 fans.

Costy Pawlowski was the winning 
pitcher, striking out 7, and allowing only 5 
hits, and he received plenty of offensive sup-
port from Mike Marcinczyk who unloaded a 
3-run homer,  catcher Jamie Van Dyk, who 
blasted a 3-run double, a solo home run and 
single by Jim Passafiume,  and 2 hits apiece 
from Tommy Hockenjos, John Price and 
Pawlowski.  The victory was Sayreville’s 
eighth in a row in tournament play.

The Sayreville All-Stars lineup for the 
title game was:

Hockenjos rf Richie More 3b Pas-
safiume lf Brian George ss Marcinczyk 
1b Dale Kurowsky 2b Price cf Van Dyk c 
Pawlowski p.

The champions were co-managed by 
Ken Buchanan and Herb Davis.  Other 
roster members included: Tommy Fallon, 
Phil Devisa, Paul Brylinski, Stanley Ze-
browski, Steve Czick, Stanley Paczkowski.  
An unbelievable team, with so much talent!

40 Years Ago-
The Place Wins Title

1971-The Place, who finished in a 3-way 
tie for 2nd place during the regular season, 
shocked the pennant-winning Brothers Inn, 
to capture the South Amboy Slow Pitch 
Playoff Championship.  The champions 
were led by All-City first team stars, pitcher 
Jack Gallagher, who also finished #2  in the 
league for the year,  with a scorching .645 
avg., shortstop Pat Marotta .486, and slug-
ging first baseman Bill Connors, .475.  Other 
members of this legendary club were: Brian 
Flanagan, Gene Lopez, Charlie Bodzio, 
Rick Ferguson, Jerry Drill, Mike “Woody” 
McCarthy, Frank Pauloski, and Tony Mal-
iszewski.  Also performing occasionally were 
Rich Trella, Frank Leonard, Wayne Olsen, 
Jack Brennan, Reich, Carney.    

45 Years Ago-1966
Summer Basketball

In the South Amboy Summer Outdoor 
Basketball League, Monmouth upset Seton 
Hall, 59-57 despite a 29 point performance 
by Curt Wood.  Princeton edged Rutgers 
61-59 behind Bob Keegan’s 19 points.  Billy 
Clayton tossed in 23 for the losers…

35 Years Ago
1976-The first South Amboy Little 

Fellas Summer Basketball League for ages 
10-12 featured 4 teams, and played a limited 
3 game schedule.  

Standings-76ers 3-0; Celtics 2-1; Jazz 
1-2; Knicks 0-3.

The Top 5 scoring leaders: Daryl Munck 
46 points, Daryl Ball 42, John Kennedy 32, 
Jerry Paczkowski 28, Jeff Gorczyca 24.    

O’Toole Was A Great Leader
By Tom Burkard

On June 3, 1932, William “Bill” 
O’Toole, a very popular South Amboy mail 
carrier died in a tragic auto accident in Old 
Bridge.  He was actively involved in all 
phases of the local community, and had 
unlimited potential as to how far he could 
have gone,  if his untimely death at age 32 
had been avoided.

According to newspaper articles, he 
had a charming personality and a wonderful 
charisma that likely would have led him one 
day into politics, and it wouldn’t be too far-
fetched to say he could have been the mayor 
of South Amboy, and possibly climbed the 
ladder even higher, as his good friend Harold 
G. Hoffman had done.

In 1922, Bill was appointed to the 
prestigious position of State Membership 
Officer for the American Legion, and in ’24, 
he was selected as a Special Police Officer 
by the mayor.  The future was looking very 
bright for this highly-motivated and energetic 
young man, who also found time to work for 
the old South Amboy Citizen newspaper as 
a sportswriter.

O’Toole certainly had a love for sports, 
especially baseball, and in 1924, at only 
24 years old, was named manager of the 
Sacred Heart semipro baseball team.  The 
squad played its home games at Whitehead’s 
Field, and featured some of the most talented 
players in New Jersey.  Star second base-
man, Andy Kane was the standout, and in 
mid-season, signed a professional contract, 
and left the Hearts, to play 1-year in the 
minor leagues.  The team’s roster was loaded 
with superb athletes including, Ed “Buck” 
Buckalew, Joe French, Jimmy “Tiger” Hy-
son, team Captain George Lagoda, George 
“Lefty” Lyons, Jay Creed, Dick Letts, Sam, 
Willie Primpka, Cy Jacobs, Art Young, Joe 
“Stockings” Stanton, Henry James, Duke, 
Jack Levy, Emmanuel Del Valle, Mickey 
(Czok) Soo, “Hock” Hocheiser, Nolte, Cole, 
Shortman.

Mayor Daniel Chase threw out the 
first pitch of Sacred Heart’s home opener, 

and witnessed the locals defeat Tuscon AC 
of Newark, 12-10.  Hyson belted 2 singles 
and a triple, Kane ripped 2 singles and a 
two-bagger, and winning pitcher Buckalew 
stroked 3 singles.  Manager O’Toole’s team 
played powerhouses from all over, especially 
New York.

Sacred Heart ran off 12 straight wins, 
until dropping an 11-7 contest to Ft. Hamil-
ton, NY, a club that featured the top players 
in the U.S. Army.  In an interesting game 
arranged by Judge “Rube” Forgotson, Sacred 
Heart took on the New York Bloomer Girls, 
who were billed as “The Female Baseball 
Champions of the East,” in a fundraiser for 
the South Amboy Memorial Hospital.  The 
manager of The Bloomer Girls “Acquired a 
strong male battery for the game,” according 
to newspaper reports.  

O’Toole wanted to be fair, and started 
the game with a female pitching for his 
team, Miss Gadek, who hurled for 2 innings.  
Sacred Heart won the game, 9-6, in front of 
2,000 people who packed Whitehead’s Field.

Walt Rogers Sr., of South Amboy, who 
pitched professionally in 1923, faced the 
Sacred Heart team in ’24, while pitching for 
Perth Amboy A.C., and fired a brilliant 3-hit, 
shutout, striking out 9, as his team captured 
a 6-0 victory.

Manager Bill O’Toole led Sacred Heart 
to an outstanding 20-6 record in 1924, and in 
’26 became the manager of another semipro 
squad, The Flies Club.

In June 1932, his dear friend, Harold 
G. Hoffman, who would go on to become 
Governor of New Jersey, organized William 
“Bill” O’Toole’s funeral, which was one of 
the largest in South Amboy  history.

In his short lifetime, William “Bill” 
O’Toole, accomplished so much through 
hard work and dedication, while touching so 
many lives in a positive way.  We will always 
wonder just how far he could have gone…   

1924-The talented Sacred Heart semipro baseball team finished 20-6 under the 
managerial genius of William “Bill” O’Toole (Pictured in the top row on the far right in 
white sweater). (Photo/infocourtesy of Gene O’Toole)

From The Local Sports Archives
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YARD SALE TO 
BENEFIT SHELTER 
PETS

Sayreville Pet Adoption Center, 1400 
Main Street in Sayreville, will hold a giant 
yard sale on Sunday, October 24 from 9 AM 
to 2 PM in the shelter parking lot.  A wide 
variety of merchandise at great prices!

Come early for the best selection!  All 
proceeds benefit the shelter pets. 

For more information phone event co-
ordinator Carmen at (732) 238-2556 or visit 
online at www.sayreville.petfinder.com.

Dunk a South 
Amboy Politician 
and Help the 
Library

Take the opportunity to dunk some of the 
well-known personalities of South Amboy 
and help the library at the same time.  A dunk-
ing booth featuring former South Amboy 
Mayor John O’Leary and City Councilman 
Mickey Gross, among others, will be part 
of the Arts Festival and Street Fair held on 
Sunday, September 25 from 11:00 am to 4:00 
pm on Broadway, South Amboy.

The booth is sponsored by the Dowdell 
Library Foundation, and all funds raised will 
be donated to the Sadie Pope Dowdell Public 
Library of South Amboy.  Contributions will 
be used to purchase an online software teach-
ing center for the library that will provide 
coaching for students from elementary to 
high school, as well as college preparation 
courses for SAT, AP and grad-school exams.  
Adult programs will include computer skills, 
GED preparation, job search and workplace 
skills, and US citizenship tutorials.

Young Ballet Star
Chun Ling Minucci 8 of North Creek 

New York auditioned at the National Mu-
seum of Dance in Saratoga NY for a chance 
to dance with the New York City Ballet 
at their summer residence ,The Saratoga 
Performing Arts Center .  Chun Ling  was 
one out of two hundred fifty ballet students 
chosen to perform; and danced to Jerome 
Robbins’ ballet “The Circus Polka”on  July 
12/15/16, 2011. Ling is the daughter of 
Susan Morris Minucci and Rich Minucci 
formerly of South Amboy & Woodbridge 
and the granddaughter of Joe & Mary Agnes 
Morris of South Amboy.

DOG TRAINING 
CLASSES 
OFFERED

Sayreville Pet Adoption Center will 
offer dog training classes beginning Sunday 
Sept. 25 at 11 AM at the shelter at 1400 Main 
Street in Sayreville.  This basic obedience 
class will run for 6 weeks and is open to all 
dogs.  Dogs and their owners will learn how 
to communicate with each other; dogs will 
learn sit, down, stay, focus, impulse control 
and to come when called; help for problem 
behaviors will be offered; and much much 
more.  More than just training, it’s a way 
to build a strong bond of trust, respect and 
love.  SPAC adoptees will be offered a a 
discounted fee of $59 for the 6-week-session; 
dogs adopted from other rescues/shelters 
pay $79; all other dogs are $99.  For more 
information and/or to register call trainer 
Felicia at 732-977-9606 or email mvpdog-
training@yahoo.com.

Bus Trip To AC
Polish Alliance Lodge 1728 is spon-

soring an Atlantic City Bus Trip to Golden 
Nugget on Sun., Sept. 11.  Refreshments 
will be served.  Bus leaves at 10 a.m. from 
Sayreville Boro Hall on Main St.  Stipend 
is $25.  Reimbursements from Casino: $25 
to play & $5 food voucher.  Call Eddie at 
732-254-7991.

Mary Rager, Secretary, and Mimi Pichey, President, of the Dowdell Library Foundation 
present a grant to Catherine Charmello, President of the Board of Trustees, and Elaine 
Gaber, Director, of South Amboy’s Sadie Pope Dowdell Public Library.  The grant will 
be used to enhance the library’s entertainment DVD and E-game collection.  (Photo 
Submitted)

South Amboy’s Dowdell 
Library Foundation Gives 
Grant for DVDs

On August 16, Dowdell Library 
Foundation presented a $2,000 check to 
the Sadie Pope Dowdell Public Library of 
South Amboy.  The check was presented by 
Mimi Pichey and Mary Rager on behalf of 
the Dowdell Library Foundation to Cath-
erine Charmello, President of the Board 
of Trustees, and Elaine Gaber, Director, of 
the Library.  

The Dowdell Library Foundation’s 
contribution will be used to enhance the 
library’s collection of DVDs and E-games.  
The expanded center will help to fulfill the 
South Amboy community’s entertainment 
and cultural needs.

Mimi Pichey, President of the Dowdell 
Library Foundation, noted, “Earlier this year, 
residents of South Amboy contributed gener-
ously by donating over 400 DVDs and media 
to the library.  They also made the financial 
contributions that now enable the Foundation 
to make this grant.  The expanded media 
center will greatly enhance our community’s 
access to culture and entertainment.”

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFounda-
tion.org or call (732)316-1078.

Former South Amboy resident and St. Mary’s HS Class of ’68 graduate, Joe “Jesko” 
Jaskowiak (l) , now living in California, enjoyed a reunion with his high school Geometry  
teacher, Sister Mary Amadeo (r),  who was visiting a relative on the West Coast.  (Photo/
info submitted

Mike Love, leader of The Beach Boys is pictured singing fan favorite, “Rock And Roll 
Music” during the Aug. 23rd concert at Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

Dining to Donate 
Event to Benefit 
South Amboy 
Library

On Thursday, October 6th, TGI Friday’s 
in Old Bridge in collaboration with the 
Dowdell Library Foundation will host a Din-
ing to Donate fundraiser to benefit the South 
Amboy Dowdell Library.  When presented 
with a flier, TGI Friday’s, a proud library 
supporter, will donate 20% of the check to 
the Dowdell Library Foundation.  The flier 
can be presented in the dining room from the 
hours of 4:00 P.M. until 10:00 P.M.  Fliers 
are available at the library.  TGI Friday’s is 
located at 1001 US Highway 9 North, Old 
Bridge. 

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFounda-
tion.org or call (732) 316-1078.
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Title-WWW.?

This might be a bit tough for our WWW.? Detectives out there.  Good luck!  Send your 
answers to: satimes@aol.com.

Letters
Dear Tom,
I wish to express my deepest apprecia-

tion to the Peter J. Kenny Association for 
extending the honor of having a party for 
me at the Shamrock Bar on Aug. 2nd.  I was 
really touched with the time and effort Peter 
put into arranging this wonderful time, I 
truly engulfed myself within.  The gift of 
the NJ State Police traveling bag and hat 
was beautiful, of which I shall cherish with 
good memories.

I also wish to thank all the great South 
Amboy people who attended this party, as I 
was thrilled to see many friends, and enjoyed 
every moment of talking with John “Skeets” 
Skarzynski, my old John Street buddy.  Some 
of these same friends journeyed to John-
stown, PA to help me celebrate my induction 
into the prestigious All-American Amateur 
Baseball Association (AAABA) Hall of 
Fame, which I am greatly appreciative.

I also want to thank my sister Marge 
Gorczyca, who stood in for our brother 
Jack McKeon, who was also honored into 
the Hall of Fame.  And, I must thank all my 
children/grandchildren who attended the 
Peter J. Kenny Association party and the 
Johnstown, PA Hall of Fame celebration.  
Thank you, Pete Kenny and all the great 
South Amboy folks.

Bill “Biff” McKeon
Formerly of South Amboy/Sayreville
Indiana

Hi Tom,
Just read your SA Times.  Great paper!  

You do a great job!  Great memories!  I miss 
seeing you at the Sayreville Senior Center 
once a month.  Thanks for your regards.

Marie Brown
Sayreville

July Winners
The correct answer for July’s Mystery 

Photo was the TOR Plaza on Route 35 South 
in Morgan.  Also acceptable was Papa John’s 
Pizza or Raritan Bay Physicians office.  The 
big winners were: Steve Steinmacher, Claire 

Kuhn, Bill & Pat Scully, W. Tom Kross, 
Chuck Pickard, Marian Mills, Estelle Plus-
kota, Eleanore Westerholm, and the terrific 
trio of Roxanne Keegan, Dawn Roberts and 
Kevin Kania.  Congratulations! 

At The Beach: 1956

 Locals pictured at Point Pleasant Beach are (l-r) Karl Dehnz, Stan Sumski, Frank 
Wojtaszek.

Jamin’ for the Animals 
The Brick House   Sayreville, NJ   August 14, 2011

By Phil Rainone
Jamin’ for the Animals was a benefit 

concert that was the brainstorm of Mike 
Lefton, who volunteers his time on week-
ends at The Sayreville Pet Adaption Center 
(732-727-3895). With the help and blessing 
of the director of the shelter Barbara Keegan, 
and other volunteers from the shelter, they 
presented a show that was from the heart. 
(Recently, Mike and his family adopted a 
dog, Toto from the shelter (yeah, just like 
Dorothy’s dog in The Wizard of Oz).

Opening the show was an up-and-
coming singer/songwriter Ian Wilson. With 
only a 15 minute slot he jump-started the 
show with originals sprinkled with a couple 
of cover including Simon and Garfunkel’s 
story of isolation (which wasn’t lost on the 
crowd as far as homeless animals), “I Am 
a Rock.” He also performed an acoustic 
version of one of Sinatra’s signature songs, 
“That’s Life.” It took me a minute to rec-
ognize the tune, since I hadn’t heard such 
a stripped-down version, but it was one of 
the coolest songs of the night, and the mojo 
was just beginning to jell!

Patsy Palma, who’s known around the 
area for his dedication to keeping the flame 
alive for Big Band and 60’s music, performed 
for about an hour, covering Sinatra, Elvis, and 
Queen, among other notable Big Bands and 
60’s icons. His trademark sway and swagger 
was evident even with cramped space, and 
like every other performer he was happy to 
be there giving of his talent, and soaking in 
the good vibes.

The shelter has been hit with municipal 
cutbacks recently, and have been depending 
more on donations. They also take donations 
of laundry detergent, bleach, toilet paper 
besides the usual items like dog and cat food.

The Mini Nowak Project opened their 
set with a full-throttled cover of Dylan’s 
“You Gotta Serve Somebody.” Being the first 
of three full bands that night, they amped 
things up and set the bar high. There were 
smiles all around (and throughout the whole 
show), as Reverend Al Green’s soulful strut 
“Take Me to the River” easily morphed into 
a guitar-fueled version of Credence’s “Born 
on the Bayou.” 

  With the grit and soul that Alex Chliton 
brought to his first band’s (The Box Tops), 
hit single “The Letter,” The band turned what 
was  pretty much a 60’s one-hit-wonder (I 
think it originally clocked in at around two 
minutes), into a barnstorming jam. 

The Mimi Nowak Project has a new 
album coming out in a couple of months, 
and they donated ten advanced copies to 
the fundraiser.

It had been literally raining cats and dogs 
all day long, which made for a miserable 

summer day, but talk about, “With a Little 
Help from My Friends,” the good vibes and 
sharing were contagious all night long.

The Mike Lefton Express (two guitars, 
bass, keyboard/guitarist, drums- all young 
guns under 20), which was made up of mem-
bers of former bands including Rosedale and 
The Ruggs, along with two groovalicious 
sax players played like a band on a mission.

At times soulful and overflowing with 
R&B (think: old-school Stax Records soul/ 
R&B, with 70’s pop rock), and other times 
as rhythmic and explosive as any Raspber-
ries or Beatles recording. Their hour-long set 
consisted of new originals, and covers. This 
was the first time I’ve heard Mike’s originals, 
and wow- I was sitting there thinking where 
has been hiding this stuff?

 In between the originals they performed 
a couple old-school covers including “Rollin’ 
and Tumblin.” They conjured up Cream’s 
version, and the Express’ version set the 
joint on fire, literally. A steam-driven rhythm 
section fueled the number as guitars wailed, 
and swirled around the keyboards manic 
coda, and for the secret weapon, Mike blow’s 
out a harp solo that was as ragged as it was 
beautiful (you could feel Jack Bruce’s mojo 
present)!  The covers they pulled out were 
old-school, free form FM marvels. Simon and 
Garfunkel’s “Keep the Customer Satisfied,” 
and Joe South’s “Walk a Mile in My Shoes,” 
were just- so cool!  I don’t think the humor 
and reference to the night’s main purpose 
was lost on the crowd. Alas, no one played 
“Hey Bulldog,”  “Leave My Kitten Alone,” 
or “Octopus Garden”- well, that latter would 
be a stretch- but there’s always next year.

  I hope this band hangs in there for some 
more shows. They really had their groove 
in gear that night.  

Headlining the show was a super group 
made up of some of Jersey’s finest musicians. 
With Lew Gatewood and Bob  Delrosso on 
guitars, Alan Lefton on bass, and Vinnie 
on drums, they proceed to bring an already 
amped up show to the next level, with their 
special brand of blues, rock, R&B and 
soul, and LOTS of mojo. I’ve seen these 
guys in various configurations at the Blue 
Moon jams (South Amboy), and The Brick 
House, and in their own bands. From what 
I’ve seen one of the things that makes them 
so special collectively is the way they can 
turn a well-known song like Steely Dan’s 
“Do it Again,” or The Stones’ “You Can’t 
Always Get What You Want,” inside out, 
than inject their cooler-than-cool vibe into 
a song youimportant it is to lend a helping 
hand, especially when it come s to homeless 
animals. It was as from the heart as it gets.

OLV Senior Group September Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

September Meeting on Friday, September 2, 
2011 at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall on 
Main Street in Sayreville. After a brief busi-
ness meeting, our group will have a speaker 
from St. Peter’s Pediatric Oncology Unit. We 
will be ordering sandwiches for this meeting. 
If you are ordering a sandwich please call 
Geri at 732-257-4351 no later than August 
30. The selections are: ham and cheese, egg 
salad, and tuna salad.

Dues will be collected at this meeting 
since it is the first meeting of our new year. 

The price of dues is $5.00 a person for the 
year – September to June. Our meeting 
dates are:

Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 4, Dec. 2, Jan. 6, 
Feb. 3, Mar. 2, Apr. 12, May 4, and June 1. 
All meetings are held on Friday afternoon 
at 1PM except the April meeting which will 
be held on Thursday, April 12.

Food donations to St. Vincent de Paul 
are always gladly accepted. 

Our group invites all seniors who are 55 
years and older to join our group. Any ques-
tions please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Also at Point Pleasant Beach on the same day are (l-r) Florence Sumski Dehnz, Kathy 
Fisler, Joy Kurtz. (Photos Courtesy of Joy Kurtz Sumski)

Continued on page 21
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Vintage Car

Former South Amboy resident Bob Olenczak-Olin shared this great photo, saying, “Here 
I am with my 1929 Chrysler.  I bought it for $25 from my brother-in-law, and painted 
the fenders, etc. yellow.  I had to replace a timing gear in it at one time.  I had it up to a 
staggering 50 m.p.h. going to Asbury Park.  The picture was taken in 1952.”  Bob now 
resides in Lincoln, CA.  (Photo/info courtesy of Bob Olenczak-Olin)

Memories Of South Amboy
By Fran Fitzmorris

Looking back in the towns’ past, one 
comes across many different sections of 
towns.  When you read or have someone 
mention one of those sections, you think to 
yourself, “I know that place,” at least on a 
subconscious level.  The following are sec-
tions of South Amboy that I know or have 
been able to find out about.

1. Stevensdale-It’s named for J.P. 
Stevens.  It was located behind the current 
Knights of Columbus running to the Hole-In-
The-Wall, and included all of Victory Plaza.  
2. Swan Hill-Named for Swan Hill Coal 
Company.  It was owned by the Applegate 
family.  Swan Hill is located on the hill above 
where the Terra Cotta factory was located, 
and on the road that takes you to the Water 
Works.  3. Rose’s Corner-One not immedi-
ately not recognized when I read about it.  
With the help of my brother Tom, and old 
friend, Dave Stolte, I now know…It’s loca-
tion is where Bordentown Ave. meets Route 
9.  I believe it’s named for Charlie Rose, who 
lived around there in the beginning of the 20th 
century.  He had a large farm, and at that time 
was still part of South Amboy, not Sayreville 
as it is today.  4. Bergen Hill-Location is an 
imaginary line across Feltus St., also using 
Sacred Heart Church as a marker.  How 
was it named?  This is more perplexing to 
me, since it was called that going back to 

the 1890’s.  I have 2 theories.  It could have 
been named for the Bergen Iron Works that 
go back to the 1890’s.  “It was located on the 
hill” as it was described or perhaps named in 
honor of C.I. Bergen, who was the biggest 
Real Estate owner of property in town, and 
became a State Supreme Court Judge in NJ.  
I’m hoping someone can help me out.  5. 
Fishtown-located along Feltus St. around 
the Progressive Fire Company.  Named for 
obvious reasons.  6. Here’s where I need 
help, Mechanicsville and Melrose.  We know 
where they are located, but so far, no one has 
been able to tell me how they received their 
names.  7. Maxville-location is the southside 
of Bordentown Ave., up along South Feltus 
St., including Portia St., Division St., and 
Protection Fire Company.

*If you have any further information 
on the sections, send a note or an e-mail to: 
satimes@aol.com. 
Oldies Dinner 
Dance

An Oldies Dinner Dance will be held 
at Sayreville VFW Post #4699, 575 Jernee 
Mill Rd., on Oct. 29 from 6 p.m. to midnight.  
Donation is $50 and includes open bar, din-
ner and entertainment- 45 RPM.  Dinner 
is at 7 p.m., casual dress.  Dinner choices: 
Stuffed Pork Chops or Chicken Francaise.  
For tickets and info call Frank Olszewski at 
732-727-0174.

TVs That Dazzle!
Overwhelmed by the sheer number of 

cool HDTVs being offered on the market? 
Sayreville Public Library resident tech guru, 
Bob Mulholland, will guide you in selecting 
the HDTV that works best for you and your 
family. Learn the basics of high-definition 
televisions, Blu-ray, Internet video stream-
ing, and stereo surround sound on Wednes-
day, September 14 from 6:00-8:00PM.You 
decide what may be the perfect fit for you and 
your family’s home entertainment. Register 
online at http://www.sayrevillelibrary.
org; or contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 
25, or email: alainad@lmxac.org.

An Intro To Meditation
Get an overview of meditation basics to 

get started on the path to your own meditation 

practice. Meditation aids in relieving the 
stresses and anxieties that get compressed 
in our mind, body and soul with our hec-
tic daily lives. Some topics covered will 
be: seat positioning, the various types of 
meditation, mantras and mudras, and the 
benefits and hindrances to your practice.  
We will experience a variety of the many 
types of meditation available so that you 
can find one that works for you. Sayreville 
Public Library; Sunday, September 25, 
2:00-4:00PM; 20 attendees maximum.  
Register early to guarantee a spot!   Must 
be 16 or older. If you have any questions 
about this program or would like to regis-
ter, contact Alaina by phone at 732-727-
0212 ex. 25 or email alainad@lmxac.org. 

-Local Wildlife

This beautiful doe was spotted recently at Cheesequake State Park, grazing in the field.  
According to reports, the deer herd has been growing quite a bit recently.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

This picture is of a Cicada and was taken on the hood of a car recently in South Amboy.  
(Photo/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

Joe Damion stands proudly by his limited edition Shelby at the Annual Car Show/Flea 
Market.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Remembering Ray Wisniewski
By Steve Schmid

Ray Wisniewski, formerly of South 
Amboy died July 22 at age 81.  He was born 
and raised in “The Pleasant Little City,” and a 
fine baseball player, who was a member of the 
South Amboy All-Stars 1948 All-American 
Amateur Baseball Association (AAABA) 
team that finished 3rd in the first national 
tournament ever held in Johnstown, PA.  He 
was a solid hitter, and blasted a home run 
against Harrisburg, PA in the tourney.  His 
teammates on that legendary club included 
future World Series Champion manager Jack 
McKeon, the O’Brien twins, John and Ed, 

who later played in the Major Leagues, 
and the following who starred in the minor 
leagues:  Bill “Biff” McKeon, Ray Stock-
ton, John Skarzynski, John Kovaleski,  and 
Leo Kedzierski.

Ray moved to Jackson, NJ 49 years 
ago, and was a Lab Technician at National 
Lead for 35 years before retiring in 1982.  
He was a sergeant in the U.S. Marine 
Corps during the Korean War.  Ray is 
predeceased by his parents Kostanty and 
Emilia Wisniewski.  He is survived by his 
wife, Camille Wisniewski of Jackson, one 
son, two daughters and 6 grandchildren.

Jammin With The Animals 
continued from page 20

  Their hour-plus set also included “Give 
Me Back My Wheel,” which was like a 
lesson in Bo Diddley 101 (Bo’s trademark 
backbeat over wailing guitars), and another 
Stones’ cover, “Gimme Shelter.” Again, like 
the rest of the bands this evening the purpose 
of show was once again felt, via the bands 
fleshing-out of the iconic tune, and making 
something old new again. 

 To drive home the point of the show 
while the band slowed the songs new cadence 
down to a minimum, Lew spoke about how 
important it is to lend a helping hand, espe-
cially when it come s to homeless animals. 
It was as from the heart as it gets.

It was over 40 years ago when George 
Harrison put together the first major charity 

fund raiser, The Concerts for Bangala Desh. 
Although the scope, reason, and magnitude 
were different, like George, Dylan, Ringo, 
and a slew of other artists who donated 
their time and talent back than, Mike, Bob, 
Lew, Alan, Ian, and all the other volunteers 
who helped make Jamin’ for the Animals 
a success, their motive remains constant, 
even after all these years… When you give 
of yourself without expecting anything in 
return, it’s a blessing, especially when you 
do it from your heart.

I’ll let Mike Lefton have the last word 
on the benefit: “I would have not been more 
pleased that the benefit turned out so well. 
Everyone that played, and saw the show was 
great! I can’t wait to do it again next year!”   
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke fishing, especially in the Bay, re-

mains very good.  I know of two fish around 
10 pounds that were caught, but shorts still 
outnumber the keepers and pool winners 
on the party boats are in the 3 to 5 pound 
range.  There are bigger Fluke in the ocean 
with some going up to 14 pounds.  Bottom 
fishing on the party boats has been Sea Bass 
and Ling with even a few Cod thrown in.  
There are only a few Porgies being caught 
now.  King fish and Spots are being caught 
off the bulkhead in the Shark River.  Some 
of the Spots were quite large for the species. 
I’ve also heard of some Trigger fish there 
too.  The L.B.I surf is producing King Fish.  
One angler there had a surprise catch of a 
Cobia on a King fish rig in the surf.  Party 
Bluefishing slowed drastically from the great 
action a month ago.  Bluefish are getting 
smaller, from 2 to 4 pounds now, with fewer 
big ones.  There are still Striped Bass around, 
they can be found along with lots of Fluke, 
small Weakfish, small Blues and numerous 
Blowfish in Barnegat Bay.  The real hot heat 
we had has brought in a lot of semi Tropical 
fish here, like Spanish Mackerel, Burrfish, 
Houndfish and the like.
Fresh Water

The intense heat has slowed up ev-
erything.  The recent heavy rain did not 
help either, but Carp and Catfish are being 
caught however.  There was some fishing in 
the Delaware River for some Smallmouth 
Bass but most were small.  At night, hybrid 
Striped bass were hitting in Spruce Run and 
Lake Hopatcong. Fishing for Trout is slow 
right now. 

Safe And Healthy Travel with children
Traveling with your children can be 

a great way to explore new places, spend 
quality time together as a family, and visit 
with those friends and family members that 
don’t live nearby.  Planning a healthy trip 
will ensure an enjoyable vacation.

Carry a first aid kit and bring commonly 
used over the counter medicines.  

Car seats are a must have if traveling 
by car.  Make sure that you have the appro-
priate seat for your child’s age and weight, 
and it’s properly installed in your vehicle.  
If you travel by plane, the Federal Aviation 
Administration recommends car seats for 
infants and toddlers.  Remember that you 
must purchase a ticket for the child to use 
the seat.  The seat must be at least 16 inches 
wide to fit.

Common travel health problems:  If your 
child easily gets car sick, make sure that he 
or she is high enough in the car to see out the 
window and keep the window cracked open 
for a breeze.  You should also have some light 
snacks such as pretzels or crackers available 
to ward off nausea.  Ear pain can also be a 
problem when people fly.  Having an infant 
nurse or drink a bottle during takeoff and 
landing is a good idea, as swallowing helps.  
For older children, try having them chew gum 
or yawn to prevent their ears from “blocking” 
up.  To prevent constipation while traveling, 
give your child plenty of fluids and provide 
them with food containing fiber, such as 
fruits and vegetables. Make sure you 
bring your health insurance card and check 
with your insurance company about coverage 
while traveling.  You may have to get prior 
approval to go to the hospital.  Also, bring 
a list of your physicians and their contact 
phone numbers in case of emergency.

As always, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure.  Be safe and have a 
great summer!

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281
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“YOU KNOW 
YOU’RE FROM 
SOUTH AMBOY IF” 

By Henny The DJ
 One of the latest Facebook diversions 

is the Subgroup of “You know you’re from 
South Amboy if________”. Most of the 
entries are amusing and informative but 
from the 70’s and 80’s, so with the group’s 
permission let me try to add a few that may 
resonate with some of us who remember a 
time even before the roller rink.

YOU KNOW YOUR FROM 5O’S 
SOUTH AMBOY IF:

 - You’ve ever driven down Broadway, 
rolled down the window and yelled, “KID-
NAP!”            This one is inexplicably on 
the current Facebook List.

- You know who hit the first home run 
in the Little League.

- You ever went to The Safeway, the 
A&P, or Melrose Toy Store on Broadway.

- If you heard “Jack the Wack” recite 
all the license plates he memorized standing 
in front of Abby’s.

- You know where Joanie B. smoked her 
first cigarette. It was “up the tank.”

- You ever went to a Hoffman or St 
Mary’s basketball game in their old gyms.

- You cowered either entering, sitting 
in or even today walking or driving by the 
site of “The Annex”.

-You were from St Mary’s but you went 
to confession at Polish language oriented Sa-
cred Heart to confess your most heinous sins.

-You found out second hand what color 
vestments the priest wore on First Friday at 
St Mary’s after you came back from Kenny’s 
Sweet Shoppe.

I don’t think these are necessarily the 
best entries for a “You know you’re from 
South Amboy in the 50’s” Master List, but 
I enjoyed writing them and after all isn’t 
that the point? So, on behalf of Tommy, I 
invite you to enter your own top ten list that 
apply to the South Amboy that you grew up 
in. It’s fun.

Computer Mouse 
for Beginners

Learn to use the mouse in Microsoft 
Windows with Sayreville Public Library 
resident tech guru, Bob Mulholland. Monday, 
September 12 at 6:00PM. Class is limited to 
Sayreville residents with current library cards 
only, please. Register online at http://www.
sayrevillelibrary.org; call 732-727-0212. 
Students who cannot attend must cancel 24 
hours before class or forfeit any future class 
attendance. 

Resume and Cover 
Letter Essentials

Join Dr. Colleen Georges as she shares 
critical tips with you, the audience, to ensure 
your cover letter and resume sparkle. Sayre-
ville Public Library, Tuesday, September 
6, 6:30-8:00PM. Register online at http://
www.sayrevillelibrary.org; email Alaina 
at alainad@lmxac.org, or call 732- 727-
0212 ex.25.

2006-Leo McCabe (r) Grand Marshal of 
the St. Patrick’s Parade shares a laugh 
with a lady prior to the SAIA flag raising 
ceremony.  (Photo/info courtesy of Ed and 
Anita Semoneit)
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Obituaries
Archibald, Mary, 88, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 3.
Birkle, Gary L., 53, of Parlin died on 

July 28.
Brady, Martin J., 72, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 8.
Brylinski, Frank J. 87, of South Amboy 

died on Aug. 12.
Callahan, Ronnie Ferguson, formerly 

of South Amboy died on June 13.
Chicalese, June C., 83, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 10.
Ellvinger, Marjorie, 88, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Aug. 15.
Fodor, Walter L., 88, of Parlin died on 

July 31.
Fredricks, Deborah D., 57, of Parlin 

died on July 26.
Grasso, Eleanor, 70, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 13.
Harris, Joan V., 78, of South Amboy 

died on Aug. 13.
Hermann, Joseph C. Jr., 53, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Aug. 6.
Howe, John M., 57, of South Amboy 

died on July 31.
Hulsart, Margaret M. Kohler, 79, of 

South Amboy died on Aug. 13.
Jones, Paula G., 79, of Sayreville died 

on July 24.
Kelly, John J., 77, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 16.
Kolowitz, John w. “Nooker,” 65, of 

Morgan died on Aug. 8.
Maliszewski, Daniel A., 64, of Sayre-

ville died on Aug. 2.
Mochen, Florence J., 91, formerly of 

South Amboy died on July 13.
Mozingo, Margaret M., 88, of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 5.
Newmark, Helen, 91, formerly of Mor-

gan died on Aug. 12.
Provenza, Salvatore V., 72, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 11.
Richmond, Mary J. “Mae,” 88, formerly 

of Morgan died on July 27.
Rufus, Karen A. Jurski, 63, of South 

Amboy died on July 25.
Schmidt, Mabel L., 83, of Parlin died 

on July 25.
Semoneit, Paul A., 74, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 2.
Simko, John J., 88, of Sayreville died 

on July 23.
Stasiak, Frank J., 81, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 2.
Staszcuk, Ann H., 81, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 2.
Tartza, James L., 51, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 4.
Thomson, Colleen Natusch, 62, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Aug. 7.
Wallis, Frances “Fran” Coan, 63, 

formerly of South Amboy died on July 29.
Ziemba, Joseph F. “Joe,” 88, of Sayre-

ville died on Aug. 12.

Audrey L. Conroy
Lake George, NY-Audrey L. Conroy, 93, 

passed away peacefully at her home Wednes-
day, Aug. 10.  Born March 30, 1918, in South 
Amboy, she was the daughter of Russell O. 
Mathis and Helen L. (Stumpf) Mathis.  She 
married Frank Patrick Conroy on June 18, 
1936 in South Amboy.  She retired from the 
Raritan River Railroad in South Amboy after 
21 years as a revenue accountant.

 Audrey was predeceased by her husband 
Frank Patrick Conroy Sr., her son Frank 
Patrick Conroy Jr., and by her son-in-law 
Stanley Jankowski.  Survivors include one 
daughter Carol Jankowski of Forked River, 
NJ; Four grandchildren, Lynn Giordano 
(Robert) of Lake George, Laurie Jankowski 
of Highland Park, Kelly Krasowski of Forked 
River, Michael Conroy of Boulder Colorado, 
and 3 great-grandchildren, Keith, Michael 
and Paul Krasowski all of Forked River.

Auxiliary Meeting
The Ladies Auxiliary of Veterans of 

Foreign Wars Post 4699 will hold its monthly 
meeting at 575 Jernee Mill Rd., Sayreville 
on Tues., Aug. 23 at 7 p.m.  All ladies from 
our auxiliary are invited to attend and meet 
President Lorraine Rock.  Also ideas are wel-
come on how to help our soldiers overseas, as 
well as ways to help the organization grow.  
For more info call 732-264-3041.

The Class Of 1947
By Brian Stratton

This summer I had the opportunity to 
attend quite a few concerts (See photos page 
27) and one common thing kept coming up.  
Most of the performers were 63.  I did a little 
research and found the following were all 
born in 1947 making them 63 for at least 
part of the year.

Meatloaf... Peter Noone (Herman’s 
Hermits)....Mark Farner (Grand Funk Rail-
road)...Ted Nugent...Greg Allman (Allman 
Brothers)...Ian Anderson (Yes)...Peter Banks 

(Yes)...David Bowie...Ry Cooder...Dave 
Davies (The Kinks)...Rick Derringer (The 
McCoys, Derringer)...Dennis Deyoung 
(Styx)...Don Felder (Eagles)...Mick Fleet-
wood...Arlo Guthrie...Sammy Hagar (Van 
Halen, Hagar)...Rupert Holmes (The Pina 
Colada Song)...Steve Howe (Yes)...Tommy 
James....Elton John...Steve Marriot (Humble 
Pie)...Brian May (Queen)...Mitch Mitchell 
(Drummer, Jimi Hendrix Experience)...Ron-
nie Montrose (Montrose)...Iggy Pop (Iggy 

and the Stooges)...Melanie Scaka (Brand 
New Key)...Carlos Santana (Santana)...Tom 
Scholz (Founder of Boston)...Mark Volman 
(The Turtles)...Bunny Wailer (Co-Founder 
of The Wailers)...Loudon Wainwright III...
Joe Walsh (Eagles, Life’s Been Good To 
Me)...Bob Weir (Grateful Dead)...Ron Wood 
(Rolling Stones)...Warren Zevon deceased 
(Werewolves of London)...Minnie Riperton 
deceased (Lovin’ You).
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