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Cardinal McCarrick/

St. Mary’s High 
School To Hold 

125th Anniversary 
Fundraiser

(Article submitted)
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 

School (CMHS) is celebrating its 125th An-
niversary with a special benefit fundraiser for 
the CMHS Scholarship Fund at the Grand 
Marquis in Old Bridge on Friday, March 
25, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.  His Eminence Car-
dinal Theodore E. McCarrick, Archbishop 
Emeritus of Washington, DC, will be in 
attendance.

The event will honor Guidance Coun-
selor/Educator William Ryan and alumni 
from each class of the last 8 decades.  The 
honorees include: Martha Hartle ’35, Doris 
Hansen ’40, Gail Gleason Milgram EdD 
’59, Harold Cassidy ’64, Brian Stratton ’75, 
Jamie Norek ’83, John Kobiernicki IV ’99 
and the Lussier Family ’00-’10.

Attendees will be treated to a perfor-
mance by the CMHS cast of the upcoming 
school musical “Back to the 80’s” which is 
set to debut in the Spring.  A Silent Auction 
and raffle will be featured that evening as 
well.  Tickets are $100 and opportunities for 
journal ads and sponsorships are available 
at cardinalmccarrick.com or by calling 732-
721-0748 ext. 243.

The CMHS scholarship fund grants 
varying gift amounts to incoming freshmen 
based on STS Entrance test scores and eighth 
grade marks.  The scholarships are renew-
able each academic year as long as students 
maintain required academic standards.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School is one of five Catholic high schools 
in the Diocese of Metuchen, and a member 
of the Diocese of Metuchen Schools and fully 
accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools.  Students 
from more than 20 surrounding communities 
and 18 Catholic elementary schools from 
Middlesex, Somerset, and Monmouth Coun-
ties attend CMHS.  The average class size 
of 22 students allows individual attention 
to rigorous academic program and value-
centered Catholic education.

Silver Jubilee 
Celebration

(Article submitted)
Father Dennis Weezorak, beloved 

Pastor of St. Mary Church was ordained to 
the priesthood on May 3, 1986.  As many 
already know, this year marks the 25th An-
niversary of this event.  To commemorate 
this milestone of his priestly life, he will 
offer a Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving fol-
lowed by a dinner.

Father Dennis has been Pastor of St. 
Mary Church since 1997, in addition to 
two years prior as associate pastor.  Over 
the course of these years, he has been more 
than pastor and counselor, but also confidant 
and friend.  His unwavering dedication to 
his priestly ministry is clearly evident in 
the vibrant parish life we are so fortunate to 
experience.  Through baptisms, weddings, 
First Communions, and funerals, over the 
past 13 years, Father has been ever-present 
with his kind words of wisdom.

This is a special day in the life of St. 
Mary’s pastor, and is just as an important 
event in the life of our community.  Mark 
your calendars!  On Sunday, May 15th, at 
2 p.m. in St. Mary’s Church, Father will 
celebrate a Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving 
in celebration of his 25 years of priestly 
ministry.  Following this, at 4 p.m., there 
will be a special dinner celebrating the oc-
casion at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill Rd. 
in Sayreville.  You are cordially invited to 
join us in honoring Father with your presence 
at both of these events.

More information about the Mass and 
dinner are available at the rectory office or 
in the vestibule of the Church, or by calling 
the parish office at 732-721-0179.  Please 
note that the Mass is open to all who wish to 
attend, while the dinner will require a ticket 
for admittance.

We hope you are able to join us in this 
very important event in the life of our pastor, 
and to show our appreciation to him on this 
special occasion.

South Amboy Gets 
$250K Grant

The City of South Amboy was recently 
awarded a $250,000 grant from the state 
Dept. of Transportation 2011 Municipal Aid 
Program for the improvement of South Pine 
Avenue and Portia Street.  City Engineer 
Mark Rasimowicz said that city officials 
applied for the grant after finding out that 
PSE&G and Middlesex Water Co. would 
be doing the work at the site.  He also said 
that the project area would include South 
Pine Ave. from Bordentown Ave. to Portia 
St., and Portia St. from South Pine Ave. to 
Parker Ave.

In the fall of 2010, PSE&G began work 
on the project which is still underway, and 
according to Rasimowicz, “Middlesex Water 
is finalizing their plans.”

City Received 
Energy Grants

Between 2010 and 2011, the City of 
South Amboy  received  $80,000 worth of 
energy grants.  The grants are earmarked for 
improvements to the lights and heating, air 
conditioning and ventilation systems at city 
buildings, at no cost to the city. 

Two Incumbents 
File

South Amboy Board of Education in-
cumbents Janet Kern and Stanley Jankowski 
filed for two of the three, 3-year seats that 
are up for election in April.

Four Will Run In 
Sayreville

The Sayreville Board of Education’s 
election will have three, 3-year seats up 
for grabs this year between 4 candidates.  
Incumbents Phyllis Batko, Pasquale Lembo, 
and Michael J. Macagnone, plus newcomer 
Beth DePinto will vie for the positions.

South Amboy St. Patrick’s Parade Grand Marshal Francis “Butch” Mulvey and family are 
pictured at the City’s largest parade in history.  More parade photos on page 4. (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

Thousands See St. Patrick’s Parade
By Tom Burkard

Senior John Appiah leads the Cardinal McCarrick Eagles and their supporters as they 
celebrate winning the Non-Public B Sectional Championship over old nemisis Trenton 
Catholic. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Eagles Capture Sectional Title,
Fall in State Final

By Tom Burkard

Sayreville War Memorial HS
Hall Of Fame Banquet

(Article Submitted)
The Sayreville War Memorial High 

School 2011 Hall of Fame Annual Awards 
Banquet is scheduled for 6 p.m. Saturday, 
April 30th, at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill 
Road.  Join us as we honor these outstand-
ing alumni individuals of SWMHS.  The 
honorees are:  James E. Applegate, PhD, 
Class of 1960: Emeritus professor at Rut-

gers University; research in avian malaria; 
advisory committee, N.J. Division of Fish 
and Wildlife.  Toni Beninato, MD, Class 
of 2000: Surgeon, Columbia Presbyterian 
Hospital, NY; UMDNJ graduate, 2008; 
former track star; marathon runner.  Dana 
VanPell-Pastirik, Class of 1996: Owner of A 

continued on page 12

The talented Cardinal McCarrick 
Eagles, under the coaching brilliance of 
Joe Lewis, captured the Non-Public South 
Jersey B sectional championship in a hard-
fought, 40-38 contest over the always-tough 
Gloucester Catholic.  

Catholic forced the Blue & Gold into a 
slowed-down, half-court style throughout the 
game, but in the end our hometown heroes 
came out on top, bringing glory once again 
to the City of South Amboy.

Gloucester got off to an 11-7 lead after 
one quarter, but CM took a low-scoring, 
14-13 lead into the locker room at halftime.    

Following intermission, the Eagles upped 
their lead to 26-23 after three stanzas, and 
withstood a strong battle to the end by GC.  
Junior Ahmid  Williams led McCarrick 
with 9 points and 5 rebounds, while Jeremy 
Cruz scored 8, Marques Townes 8, Charlie 
Gorman 6, Jumanne McDaniel 6, and Will 
Thomas 4.

Cardinal McCarrick then faced the 
unenviable task of facing perennial national 
powerhouse, St. Anthony’s of Jersey City, 
who was ranked #1 in the nation with a 
perfect 30-0 record.  

continued on page 17

It was a long wait, but well-worth it to 
the thousands of people who came to “The 
Pleasant Little City” on Saturday, March 
12th, to see the greatest St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade in the state of New Jersey.  Last year’s 
event, which was slated for March 13th, was 
cancelled for the first time in the parade’s 
long history, due to a huge Nor’easter that 
ravaged the state. 

St. Patrick and all the Irish Saints cer-
tainly looked down and blessed the 2011 
event with seasonable weather, mixed with 
sun and occasional clouds, allowing ev-
eryone to come out and line the streets and 
avenues of South Amboy, while cheering 
the thousands of marchers and participants 
in the parade.

continued on page 21
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Jack And Bill McKeon Selected For Hall 
Of Fame

South Amboy natives, Jack McKeon and 
Bill “Biff” McKeon have been recently noti-
fied of their election into the All-American 
Amateur Baseball Association (AAABA) 
Hall of Fame at Johnstown, PA.  The broth-
ers are truly honored to be chosen for the 
prestigious Hall which already has other 
well-known  baseball legends of the game 
such as Joe and Frank Torre, Reggie Jackson, 
Al Kaline and many more.

Jack organized, coached and played 
for the first South Amboy team to represent 
NJ back in ’48, the South Amboy All-Stars.  
He went on to become one of the greatest 
managers in Major League history, win-
ning over 1,000 games in both the major 
and minor leagues, as well as guiding the 
Florida Marlins to the World Series Cham-
pionship over the Yankees in 2003.  Other 
prominent members of the ’48 SA All-Stars 
were Jack and Eddie O’Brien, who played in 
the big leagues, and John Skarzynski, John 
Kovaleski, Ray Stockton, Leo Kedzierski, 
and “Biff” McKeon, who all had fine minor 
league careers.

The induction ceremony for Jack and 
“Biff” will take place on Aug. 6, at John-
stown, PA.  Congratulations Jack and “Biff” 
on an honor you truly deserve!
Brown Working As Geologist

Former South Amboy resident Jim 
Brown is currently a Ph.D Geologist, work-
ing at Sterling Hill Mining Museum in New 
Jersey.   I had the honor of coaching this fine 
gentleman in 1969 on the English Chevron 
baseball team in the South Amboy Little 
Fellas League.  Congratulations, on your 
success, Jim! 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.The Commander of the John A. Con-

nors DAV,  South Amboy in 1966?  a.Nick 
DiBenedetto b.Charles Reilly c.Arthur 
Holmes

2.President of Morgan First Aid in ’71?  
a.Andy Rooney b.Edward Mandel c.Joseph 
Deliman

3.South Amboy’s Business Administra-
tor in 1987?  a.Frank Minnick b.Nicholas 
Smolney c.James Maloney

4.This Rt. 35 business in Morgan 
featured Italian hot dogs and sausages in 
1976?  a.Grandma’s b.Suzee’s c.Harry’s 
Hot Dogs  

5.Hoffman High’s Prom King in 1969?  
a.Jack Bloodgood b.Gary Rossman c.Francis 
Freeman

6.Auto repair garage located on South 
Pine Ave., Morgan in ’84?  a.West b.Morgan 
c.Bayview

7.Hoffman High’s Prom Queen in 
’69?  a.Claire Kwiatkowski b.Laura Scully 
c.Denise Jedwabnik

8.In 1969, this popular restaurant was 
located by the Cheesequake Creek?  a.Club 
Bene b.Robert E. Lee c.Elamara’s

9.St. Mary’s High School play in 1989?  
a.Wizard of Oz b.Arsenic & Old Lace c.No, 
No Nanette

10.President of the Sayreville Board 
of Education in 1981?  a.Douglas Cowan 
b.Barbara Anderson c.Randy Corman

11.In ’94, this carpet and linoleum ser-
vice was located in South Amboy?  a.Rug 
It b.Floors & More c.Ground Floor

12.In 1979, where was Sayreville 
Auto Parts located?  a.Jernee Mill Rd. 
b.Washington Rd. c.Main St.

Pictured (l-r) are Doug Wilson of The Cutting Board Caterers, Anne Szatkowski, Cook-Off 
Winner Mary Kaye Manrique and Rose Samuel. (Photo/Story Submitted)

Manrique Wins Cook-Off
Sacred Heart School HSA is pleased to 

announce Mary Kaye Manrique has been 
declared Top Chef of Sacred Heart School, 
South Amboy.  Mrs. Manrique’s  deli-
cious Puerto Rican entrée “Sweet Banana 
Lasagna”aka  “Pastelon de Plantano Madura 
con carne” wowed the crowd and the judges  
and was awarded  1st Place.  

Our esteemed panel of Judges, Rose 
Samuel, Anne Szatkowski and Doug Wilson 
sampled a wide variety of entrees. Doug 
Wilson, proprietor of the Cutting Board 

Caterers, stated “I was pleased with the 
diversity of flavors and high quality of each 
entry. It was hard decision to make but the 
Sweet Banana Lasagna dish was different 
and delectable.” 

The Sacred Heart HSA appreciates 
everyone’s participation in making our first 
Cook-Off a success and for setting a high 
bar in quality and taste for future entrants.  
We also want to thank our judges for their 
time and effort. 

Apron’s off to Mary Kaye for a job 
well done!  

South Amboy Community Garden 
Groundbreaking

 The South Amboy Community Garden 
is pleased to announce their groundbreak-
ing/clean-up weekend.  Volunteers are being 
sought to join us in this effort. No garden-
ing experience is required -- just a desire 
to work together and create something to 
be proud of.

If you are interested, please join us on 
the grounds of Christ Episcopal Church on 
Saturday, March 26 from 9-11 am and 1-3 
PM, also Sunday, March 27 1-3 PM.  For 
further information, contact flantasia311@
aol.com or stop by and share your ideas.     

Egg Hunt-April 16
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is 

sponsoring its Annual Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
April 16th for ages 3-10 years.  The event will 
be held at the Boro Hall fields beginning at 
10 a.m., and is open to Sayreville residents.  
For info call 732-390-7092/7096.

1a 2b 3c 4a 5b 6a 7a 8b 9c 10a 11a 
12c.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Sophie Grossweiler, of Sayreville celebrated her 90th birthday with a  large group of family 
and friends at a party on March 5, 2011.  Sophie, a  member of the Greatest Generation, 
has lived in Sayreville her entire life,  continues her active involvement in the community, 
and is an accomplished,  award-winning artist.  Her family and friends wish “Aunt Blondie” 
happy  birthday. (Photo Submitted) 

Vendor Craft Expo
The Friends of the Dowdell Library will 

be holding it’s annual Vendor & Craft Expo 
on Saturday April 16th, from 12pm-3pm at 
the Dowdell Library of South Amboy. We are 
located adjacent to the High/Middle School 
at 100 Hoffman Plaza South Amboy. Come 
and visit with your favorite vendors - Mary 
Kay Cosemtics, Silpada Jewelry, homemade 

baked goods, a White Elephant table, Hand-
made jewelry,Avon Cosmetics,Tastefully 
Simple foods, and many others! If you are 
intested in selling your homemade craft 
items, or if you are a Vendor please call 732-
721-6060 or e-mail southamboyfol@yahoo.
com for additional information.

Bill Mattsson Owner of Mattsson’s Auto Tech Inc. fine tunes one of his customers 
vehicles.

Mattsson’s Auto Tech Inc.

As a youngster, Bill Mattsson had a dream of one day owning his own auto repair 
shop, and in grade school wrote a paper about it.  Dreams really do come true, and back 
in October 1990, he opened his business on Rt. 34 in Old Bridge, starting out with a two 
bay shop, one old tow truck, and anyone that knows him remembers Bill towing with 
Ninja and Sierra, the family German Shepards.  Customers always bring that up as a 
topic of conversation.  Bill’s hard work and dedication have paid off, and in 1996, he 
moved his business to Route 35 in South Amboy to accomodate the customers needs.  
In May of 2010, Mattsson’s Auto Tech Inc. moved to 495 Raritan St., Sayrevile.  

Bill, who grew up in Old Bridge and has lived there his entire life, has been in the 
automotive field since 1985, starting out performing auto repairs at 516 Shell in Old 
Bridge at the age of 17, and now has 26 years of experience and expertise in the field.  
His automotive interests show as well in his hobby of Drag Racing at Raceway Park 
and other local drag racing tracks.

Mattsson’s Auto Tech Inc. is basically a family business owned and operated by 
Bill Mattsson since October 1990.  Mattsson’s features skilled and certified technicians 
that specialize in performing repairs on both foreign and domestic vehicles.  In addition, 
they keep up with purchasing the newest tools and equipment out there to perform the 
best quality of service with their customers needs in 
mind.  Mattsson’s Auto Tech Inc. has been servicing the 
Old Bridge, South Amboy, Sayreville area for the past 
20 years (20-year anniver- sary), and has always taken 
pride in their services and warranties on all work that 
is done (Proves they trust their work).  Mattsson’s 
Auto Tech not only performs General Automotive repair 
and maintenance services on foreign and domestic 
vehicles, but also performs NJ State inspections. and is 
licensed in emission repair work.  Other specialized 
services are custom exhaust, heating and air condition-
ing, computerized 4-wheel alignments, computer di-
agnostics and engine repair.  Their customer base is 
word of mouth, and the majority of customers have 
been coming to them for the past 20 years.  All of 
their customers children are now driving and they have 
their vehicles serviced by Mattsson’s as well.  Bill Mattsson is always willing to help 
anyone in need.  Even if its late on the weekend, and a customer breaks down with his 
boat/ trailer or needs a tow home.  At Mattsson’s their customers always come first.  
Mattsson’s Auto Tech Inc. takes pride in building customer relationships.  Bill said that, 
“The customers are our livelihood, and we treat each and every customer with the utmost 
care and importance.  Matttson’s Auto Tech has come a long way from fixing bicycles 
and Tonka Trucks.  We take pride in our work and the customers and friendships we 
have made along the way.”  Mattsson’s Auto Tech Inc., is located at 495 Raritan St., 
Sayreville.  The phone number is 732-727-5090. 
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1981
By Tom Burkard 

At the beginning of senior year in 
September 1980, songs like “Sailing” by 
Christopher Cross, and “Another One Bites 
The Dust” by Queen and many others were 
popular at H.G. Hoffman High School.

Mr. DePasquale was principal…Some 
of the fine faculty included Mrs. Silla, 
Miss Folis, Tony Gonsalves, Ray “Butch” 
Tomaszewski, Mr. Johnson…The yearbook 
was titled “Music and Movies” and dedicated 
to to “Giff” Thomas Gifford.  Robin Piazzolla 
and Diane Adams were the editors…Tom 
Mulligan was Class President.

Kids from the Class of ’81 hung out at 
the Bay, the Jug, Hoffman corner, the John 
Street courts, and Spiral Metals…

Some of the class of ’68 graduates se-
lected by lottery were: Don Applegate (South 
Amboy Councilman), John Buckalew, Dawn 
Clark, Cathy Clayton, Marlene Cole, Char-
lene Coyle, Diane Damion, Debbie Lee Dill, 
Brian Dudley, Wendy Dyer, Patty Fear, Glo-
ria Florczak, Sharon Foldi, Diane Garsick, 
Jeff Gold, Mark Gonsalves, Patty Gonzalez, 
Robin Gumprecht, Dianna Hoover, Joanne 
Jakubczak, Karen Januszak, Cheryl LaBerge, 
Tom Levandoski, Tom Lewis, Maureen 
McNeil, Barbara Malinowski, Karen Mar-
mone, Michelle McCabe, Bill McGowan, 
Terri McLaughlin, Patty McMahon, Adri-
anna Molina, Christine Morrisey, Nancy 
Moskwa, Diane Newton, Bob Ordner, Frieda 
Orlowski, Shawn O’Toole, Jose Pestoinit, 
Ellen Rasmussen, Nancy Ratajczak, John 
Samuelson, Mike Savin, Janice Scully, Dave 
Silva, Donna Smith, Joanne Snover, Chris 
Szatkowski, Steve Thompson, Debbie Vat-
telana, Michelle Volker, Carol Vona, Karen 
Waverczak, Tammy Wisenfelder.

On the national news scene in ’81, 
52 American hostages were released by 
Iran…Assassination attempts were made 
on President Ronald Regan and also Pope 
John Paul II…Rubik’s cube was very 
popular…Remember the Royal Wedding of 

Prince Charles and Lady Diana?...
Do you recall who had the following 

nicknames in the Class of ’81?  Marko, Cliffy, 
Gonzo, Rat, Vons, Face, Smitter, Dino Jr., 
Deej, Pickles, Turk, Jughead?

Hoffman fielded its first girls’ soccer 
team in the fall of 1980 under Coach Rich 
Klein…The athletic teams were loaded 
with senior talent in ’81, and some of the 
big names included: Tom Mulligan, All-
County, All-State Baseball, Jamie White, 
All-Around superstar, 1,000 point scorer, 
Patti McCabe, Linda Smith, Bob Aucone, 
Eileen DeFort, Pat DeJoy (Law Enforce-
ment), Darren Gorczyca, Darryl Munck, 
Robin Piazzolla, Steve Richmond, Brian 
Septor, Dawn Leonard…

At graduation time in 1981, Kim Carnes 
hit, “Bette Davis Eyes” ruled the airwaves.  
The Class of ’81 was a talented group of 
really great people!

Let This Be My Epitaph
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate  c. 2006

Pictured is Danny Vecchiano and the Giglio Band who entertained at the St. Padre Pio 
Society Dinner Dance on Saturday, February 26th at the Sacred Heart Memorial Hall, 
South Amboy.
For more information on joining the Society and assisting with the Giglio Fest to be held in 
August, 2011, please call 732-721-0400. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Artist Returns To SA
Courtney Anne Tooker, granddaughter 

of Camille Tooker, is returning to South 
Amboy to present a computer graphics 
exhibition.  Courtney loves 

to draw!  Most of her current work is 
computer driven and subjects range from 
animals to anime figures. She usually uses 
Corel Painter Essentials with a tablet to 
draw.  When drawing using her computer, 
she starts by completing a rough sketch, 
then adding additional layers with outlines.  
Shading is done with black on white on the 
top layers; she then adds the background.  
Courtney would like to get into animation 

in the future and has already taught herself 
how to do simple animations.  She is pres-
ently working on her web site.

The opening reception will take place 
on Wednesday, April 20th from 6-8 pm at 
the Dowdell Library of South Amboy off 
O’Leary Boulevard.  The exhibit will run 
through May 31st and is not to be missed!

Library hours are Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 10 am – 8 pm; Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 10 am – 5 pm, and Satur-
days 12 noon to 4 pm.  For more informa-
tion, contact the library at 732.721.6060 or 
comments@dowdell.org.

He may not of been the wisest,
Or one possessing great knowledge
Or physical features,
But, he owned a special caring,
He wanted to do God’s will,
He had compassion on all of God’s cre-
ation,

He tried to be a blessing to his people,
And he loved and appreciated life
And all of whom he shared it with,
He may have been just smart enough
To know-that God knows best…
Heaven awaits…See you there…
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Long, Long Ago

Do any readers remember the Melrose Baysiders Jr. Drum & Bugle Corps of South Amboy?  
If you can identify anyone in the photo, when or where it was taken, please let us know.

A LIBRARY OF MEMORIES
By Elaine Holton Scott

Sometimes, stories write themselves.  
All it takes is one little memory…

Bosco;  manual cash registers; cloth 
diapers; Killer Kowalski; carpet sweepers; 
no FM radio; washboards; The Sunday Night 
Million Dollar Movie; Cousin Brucie, Mur-
ray the K, and Wolfman Jack; coal shovels; 
Wild Bill Hickok’s sidekick, Jingles; Our 
Gang Comedy; Victorolas; the carousel at 
Asbury Park; Dunkin’ Donuts costing 99 
cents a dozen; Brenda Lee; Monsignor Sulli-
van and Father Urbanek; Astaritas / Prasnalls; 
Aunt Bea, Barney, Goober & Andy; Greens’ 
Mens Store; spit curls; $50 Christmas Clubs; 
crinolines; hat clips on all the pews in Sa-
cred Heart Church; hand beaters; cashmere 
sweaters; Communion railings in St. Mary’s 
and Sacred Heart; 2 Guys from Harrison; 
The Loretta Young Show; The Betty White 
Show; The Dinah Shore Show; The Donna 
Reed Show;  playing Cowboys and Indians; 
2 cents a day late fees at the Library; Ankle 
boots; paying 10 cents for a comic book; ink 
pen cartridges; wooden pencil cases; Circle 
pins; “shoe meter” in the Buster Brown shoe 
store; perked coffee; Lash LaRue; no perma-
nent press; hand-stamped prices on grocery 
items; powdered dish detergent; Ovaltine; 
carbon paper; no steam setting on irons; 
Boris Karloff; Dragnet; Highway Patrol 
with Broderick Crawford; 10-cent and 25-
cent Hallmark Greeting Cards; drop-pleated 
skirts; flannel bed sheets; jelly jar drinking 
glasses; TV static; metal dish pans for the 
sink; Ipana toothpaste; Joe the Butcher; In-

ner Sanctum; Tonto; Gabby Hayes; George 
Gobel; Fred and Ethel Mertz; car steering 
wheel covers; Aqua Velva; Ginny Dolls; 
Brim coffee; hand-cranked Xerox machines; 
Tab Hunter; Alcoa Presents; Choo Choo 
Charlie; Mary Janes; woolen coats with 
matching leggings; Penny loafers, Saddle 
shoes, white Bucks; Station Wagons; Trans-
america Airlines; Kirby vacuum cleaner 
salesmen; Spic & Span; Kate Smith sing-
ing “God Bless America”; You Are There; 
George Burns & Gracie Allen; Beanies; We 
Like Ike campaign buttons; 78 rpm records; 
Patti Paige; Ducktail hair cuts; the McGuire 
Sisters; Vincent Price; Smith Bros. Cough 
Drops; It Came from Beneath the Sea; Debbie 
Reynolds; Grace Kelly; Janet Leigh; Doris 
Day; Bridget Bardot; Gina Lollabrigida, 
Sophia Loren; and Cowboy shows galore: 
Wanted Dead or Alive; Rawhide; The Rifle-
man; The Rebel; Stagecoach; Sugarfoot; 
Bonanza; Wyatt Earp; The Lawman; The 
Cisco Kid; Death Valley Days; Tombstone 
Territory; Maverick; Laramie; Jim Bowie; 
Cheyenne; Tales of Wells Fargo; Colt 45; 
Have Gun Will Travel; Bat Masterson... 
being young.

Vinyl Record 
Donations

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will be collecting vinyl records that 
are either 45rpm or 33 1/3 in good condition. 
All donations can be placed near the Friends 
mailbox for book donations. If anyone has 
a large collection of records or needs any 
further information, please contact Teri 
Yetsko at 732-727-7639.

Dowdell News
The Dowdell Library is partnering with 

Middlesex County College to offer free 
computer workshops for South Amboy job 
seekers.  Workshops will be held on sched-
uled Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 
6 – 8 pm by reservation only.  A $20 reser-
vation fee is required and will be refunded 
upon the completion of each class.   Class 
size is limited, so contact the library as soon 
as possible to reserve a spot.  This training 
is brought to you as part of the New Jersey 
State Library’s Broadband Technology Op-
portunity Program (BTOP).

 Also, National Library Week takes place 
the week of April 11 and the Dowdell Library 
has many programs planned.  On Monday, 
April 11, there will be an Xbox eXhibition 
at 6:30 pm; on Tuesday, April 12 the movie 
“Tangled” will be shown at 5:45 pm; and 
on Friday, April 15 there will be a special 
children’s Bingo at 3:30 pm.

The Dowdell Library is adjacent to 
the South Amboy High School on O’Leary 
Boulevard.    

For more information, contact the 
library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

Sacred Heart 
Alumni Sought

Come join us as we celebrate over 100 
years of Catholic Education at Sacred Heart 
in South Amboy on Saturday, April 2 at 6:30 
p.m. in the school.  To receive more informa-
tion please visit our website at http://www.
sacredheartsa.com/shsa/ALUMNI or call 
732-967-3177 and provide us with your 
contact information.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   March 19, �011   �



�   March 19, �011   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Former South Amboy resident, Sister Carol Henry (c) is pictured at the 25th Anniversary 
celebration of the Mercy Center, which she founded in 1986.  Congressman Frank Pallone (l) 
and her brother, South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (r) share her happiness on this momentous 
occasion.  (Photo/info submitted)

Sayreville Public 
Library Celebrates 
National Library 

Monday, April 10 – Pop Open a Good 
Book – A mini book club that will encourage 
children to read while giving them a goal 
and an incentive.  Children will fill out a 
log listing the books they have read, which 
will also double as their raffle ticket, for an 
end of week drawing.  Both, pre-readers 
and readers, are encouraged to participate.  
Pre-readers will have a chance to win books, 
while readers will have a chance to win a 
Barnes and Noble gift card!  While patrons 
visit during National Library Week, they 
can also treat themselves to some delicious, 
fresh popped popcorn, from our popcorn cart!  
Thursday, April 14 @ 2:45pm  – Henna Tat-
toos – Students in grades 6 -12 are invited to 
come and get their very own “tattoo”. Henna 
tattoos are made from the leaf of the Henna 
Plant, are all natural, hypoallergenic and 
temporary. So come pick your favorite design 
and enjoy the art of Henna!  Friday, April 
15 @ 10 am - Peacock Craft – The peacock 
which is a symbol of grace, joy, beauty, and 
love is the national bird of India.  Children 
ages 3 and up are invited to learn about the 
birds of India and create their own peacock at 
the end of the program.  Bilingual Storytime 
– NEW Children ages 3 and up are invited 
to join us for stories, songs and rhymes in 
Spanish and English. Beginning April 15 @ 
1pm. This program will continue, so be sure 
to check our calendar for updates.

St. Stan’s Student 
Wins
1st Place

Zachary Giannakopoulos of St. Stanisa-
lus Kostka School in Sayreville, captured 1st 
place in the District #8 VFW 2011 Patriot 
Pen essay contest.  The theme was “Does 
Patriotism Still Matter?”  Zachary also placed 
3rd in the Dept. of New Jersey for Veterans 
of Foreign Wars.  Congratulations on a job 
well done!

25 Years Ago…
1986-Morgan First Aid Squad re-

elected Barbara Szabo for a second term 
as President…South Amboy Fire Chief 
Michael Toris received a new 4-wheel 
drive chief’s car…Edmund Kaboski, Chair-
man of the South Amboy Republicans 
Organization resigned because he moved 
to Barnegat…South Amboy Republicans 
selected Robert Hoffman as their candidate 
for Mayor…Thomas Downs was selected 
Chairman of the South Amboy Zoning 
Board of Adjustments.  Richard Wyzy-
kowski was chosen Vice-Chairman, and 
Linda Garnett-Secretary…Robert Morriss 
and Jennifer Kelly received plaques from 
the mayor and council for rescuing a lady 
from her house fire…South Amboy First 
Aid officers installed were Captain-Ken 
Kubinak, Captain-Jim Ryan, Chief Driver-
Don Riley Sr…Glenn Vona of South Amboy 
and Michael Scala of Parlin graduated from 
the State Police Academy…Rosario Chuilli, 
President of the South Amboy Memorial 
Hospital Board of Governors, received an 
award at the Medical Staff Dinnner.

Author To Speak At 
Library

Come join the Friends of the Sayreville 
Public Library as we host a Meet the Author 
presentation.  Renee Gatz, will speak about 
her first book entitled: “Wise Words & Witty 
Expressions”, at the Sayreville Public Li-
brary’ Conference Room on Saturday, May 
21, 2011 at 10:30AM.

Being raised “old school” in a traditional 
Irish-Catholic household with a no-nonsense 
mother and a traditional, old-fashioned fa-
ther, Renee Gatz had a lifetime of hearing 
their various expressions – profound, funny, 
and often sarcastic. These expressions stayed 
with her and came back to her at the appro-
priate moments in her life to help her laugh, 
understand, or survive. Rene has compiled 
those expressions in her first book and hopes 
that her audience finds the same wisdom, 
insight, humor, and sheer enjoyment in these 
words that she has grown to appreciate.

For further information contact Teri at 
(732) 727-7639.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -D.R.
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Tom Chepko (r), manager of Anthony’s Bar & Grill, hands Father Joe (l)  of Sacred Heart 
Church a check from the proceeds of the $500.00 Super Bowl Fundraiser to benefit the 
Sacred Heart School” (Photo/Info Submitted)

Hi Tom,
I love your newspaper, as do a lot of us.  

I read all about our Profit$ and thought the 
articles were great!

Katie Coman
St. Mary’s H.S. Class of ‘68

Auxiliary Meeting
The Ladies Auxiliary of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4699 of Sayreville will hold 

its monthly meeting at 8 p.m., Tues., March 22.  All members are invited to attend along 
with all eligible ladies and past members who are inactive.  A speaker, Mr. Michael Mc-
Glynn will discuss the flag of our country.  Light refreshments will be served.  For more 
info call 732-264-3041.

Hello,
I currently reside in CT but grew up 

in the Parlin section of Sayreville.  I get 
your paper from relatives in South Jersey. 
I’m writing in regard to the article, “Where 
Have You Gone, Brian George?”  I must 
comment on the newcomers’ developments 
he mentioned.  Yes, I remember President 
Park, Laurel Park and Sayrewoods, which 
came after Haven Village, where I lived.  I 
don’t remember Parkway Homes or Hope 
Homes, both of which must have come later.  
Haven Village should have been mentioned, 
because I grew up watching Sayreville get 
built.  Again, I truly enjoy your newspaper, 
and look forward to future issues, especially 
coverage of the years 1953-1964.

Thank You,
Jack Koerkel
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Sayrewoods Memories Galore!

3 Bus Trips To 
Yankee Games

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will 
be running 3 bus trips to see the New York 
Yankees at Yankee Stadium.    April 27 at 7 
p.m. vs. Chicago White Sox-tickets are $50 
each; June 15 at 7 p.m. vs. Texas Rangers-
tickets are $35 each; August 24 at 7 p.m. vs. 
Oakland A’s-tickets are $50 each.

Bus leaves the Mickey Sedlak Rec-
reation Center at 5 p.m. sharp and leaves 
Yankee Stadium at the conclusion of the 
game.  Refreshments will be served on the 
bus.  Stop down to the Rec reation Office to 
sign up for these trips and join us in cheering 
on the Yankees to victory.  For more info 
contact the Rec Office at: 732-390-7092/ 
732-390-7096.

Sayrewoods Memories
By Matthew J. Prusik, Jr., Esq.

Senior April 
Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their 
April meeting on Friday, April 1, 2011 at 
1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. After our 
business meeting, Gerri Burns will present 
a program on identity theft. 

We will be having lunch sandwiches 
available again for $3.00. Since we will be 
in the Lenten season, all sandwiches will be 
meatless. Call Geri at 732-257-4351 for the 
different sandwich selections.

Don’t forget to wear you favorite Eas-
ter/Spring outfit. Manna House clothing and 
Easter basket donations will be collected at 
the April meeting.  

Please bring a non –perishable food item 
for St. Vincent de Paul’s pantry. Payment for 
the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse will be col-
lected at the meeting. Make all checks out 
to OLV Seniors. Any questions call Teri at 
(732) 727-7639.

Trip To Playhouse  
The OLV Senior Group will be spon-

soring a bus trip to Hunterdon Hills Play-
house on Wednesday, April 27, 2011 to see 
Noel Coward’s Comedy Classic, “Blithe 
Spirit”. 

The cost of the trip is $75.00 which 
includes ticket to the show, full lunch, bus 
transportation, bus gratuity, and a snack on 
return trip. The bus will leave from OLV 
lower parking lot at 9:30AM and return 
at 5PM. 

Choices of entrees are: Yankee Pot 
Roast, Catch of the Day, Fried Shrimp & 
Scallops, Breast of Chicken w/stuffing, and 
Baked Ham w/Fruit Glaze.

For further information or questions, 
contact Teri at (732) 727-7639.

You may mail a check written to OLV 
Seniors and include your choice of entrée. 
Send all correspondence to: Teri Yetsko, 6 
Lani Street, South Amboy, NJ 08879.

Learn About Health 
Care Reform 

Learn how the new Healthcare Reform 
Bill will impact your life from a presentation 
with special guest speaker, Charles Clarkson, 
Esq., coordinator of the Senior Medicare 
Patrol (SMP) of New Jersey. Presented by 
the Jewish Family and Vocational Service 
of Middlesex County at Sayreville Public 
Library on Wednesday, April 13 from 1:00-
2:30PM. Register online or contact Alaina 
for more information at 732-727-0212 x25 
or email: alainad@lmxac.org.

In addition to the stores mentioned in 
the February issue, I recall Atlantic Paint 
Store, barber shop and Amboy National 
Bank branch that were all in the satellite 
building off to the left of the main building.  
The Bank had wire sculptures on the wall 
showing people and life in the 1890’s such as 
men riding large, two-wheeled bicycles and 
ladies in fancy gowns sporting parasols.

And does anyone remember the Sayre-
woods Cinema that used to be where the 
Texas Roadhouse is today?

In the main building, I remember ACME 
supermarkets.  There was also Sun-Ray 
Drugs (with their companion store in a mall 
on Rt. 35 North in Middletown), Bilow Li-
quors, Barry Stationers, the Jewelry Store in 
the corner of the mall, Canadian’s with their 
way cool, walk around glass display island, 
a Household Finance Company storefront 
office, a Chinese Restaurant, Carlo’s Pizza, 
Lofts Candies, a Vacuum Cleaner store, R 
& S, Kresgee, Grant’s, Penney’s, Channel 
and a Grand Union supermarket.

Moving in this area when I was 2 years 
old in 1962, my memories focus on kid stuff.  
Like going to the fountain at Sun-Ray for 
lunch with my Aunt.  Buying toys downstairs 
at Grant’s and at Kresgee’s, which had no 
downstairs.  

Yet, as I grew older, I gravitated to R & 
S.  They sold car parts, tires, supplies and did 
auto service.  But, in those days, they sold 
a lot of other kid stuff and sporting goods.  
Bikes, tricycles (made obsolete by the Big 

Wheel plastic trike in the 1970’s), baseballs, 
bats and gloves, basketballs, footballs, well 
you get the idea.  I particularly liked the 
Perfect brand of science stuff.  Little bottles 
of chemicals for 25-35 cents, glassware, 
dissection apparatus, preserved specimens 
for dissection and tons of other cool stuff.  
And, I also remember going to buy BB’s for 
my Crossman 760 air rifle (That I still have) 
for 99 cents a half-pint container.

What most people who live around here 
and are younger than 30 have no capacity to 
know is that for many years—right through 
the 1980’s, Sayrewoods was about all there 
was to go shopping around here.  Apart from 
strip malls on Rt. 1, 18, 35 & 9, there were 
no Mega Malls like today.

Woodbridge Center opened about 1970 
and was about 1/3 of its current size until it 
was expanded over the years.  In fact, my 
family didn’t even go to the new mall for 
more than a year after it opened!  Brunswick 
Square started as a Bamberger’s (Macy’s) 
store all alone on an open field, and it grew 
into the mega-mall it is today.  There was 
Menlo Park Mall—originally opened in 
1960 as NJ’s first fully enclosed mall at a 
fraction of its current size—and Monmouth 
Mall, half of which was outside until it was 
enclosed and expanded to its current size 
in the 1970’s.  

We spent our money locally in those 
days in stores with individual owners who 
are all long gone, and I very much miss those 
days and the people that lived them.

Those good ‘ol memories of Sayrewoods 
Shopping Center keep on coming.  Lynn 
Astarita of Morgan said that, “I remember 
a few more stores that were in the shopping 
center years back.  There was Silhouettes (the 
lingerie store), Barry Fabrics, and Barry’s 
Stationery, Sun Ray Drugs, Father & Son 
shoe store, and I believe there was a Grand 
Union food store by Channel’s.  The best 
times were at Kressge’s snack bar.  Pop the 
balloon to see how much your banana split 
would cost.”

Jack Ust said that “my wife PattiAnn 
and I came up with some other stores that 
were in the shopping center.   Grand Union, 
Syloettes, Mae Moon, Todd’s (Where all 
us Sayreville guys got our Hi-rolls and 
rainbows), Sayre Woods Music (With a 
dance studio in the back, with Miss Jean 
Evans), R & S Auto, Sun Ray Drugs, Sayre 
Woods Camera, Bilows Liquor Store, Father 
& Son Shoes, and Amazon Travel above 
LaMaggra’s Barber Shop in the separate 
building next to the bank.

Former South Amboy resident Terry 
Kelly recalled that, “I actually worked there 
in the early 70’s, when I got my driver’s 
license.  At the time it was Sun Ray Drugs (I 
see Rexall Drugs was mentioned, but I don’t 
remember that).  Sun Ray had a luncheonette 
counter that was run by Fran Neves, the same 
lady who originally ran the dry cleaners in 
town.  Her daughter Joanne, Joanne and I 
used to work at Sun Ray.  I would work a 
few days after school and all day Saturday.  
Doing everything from flipping burgers, to 

making a really good egg-cream.  Then we 
had to wash all the dishes by hand, as there 
was no dishwasher.  Our biggest customers 
were the kids that used to work next door 
at the Acme.  Fun times, and I would make 
about $15 in tips, which at the time filled 
the car up with gas, at least TWICE!  Nice 
memories.”

Tom & Linda Brown of Sayreville 
remembered “The stores starting from the 
Ernston Rd. side, Grand Union, Channel 
Lumber, National Shoes, Pink & Blue, 
Kresge’s, Todd’s Men Shop, a hair salon 
(The Band Box), Sayre Woods Jewelry, a 
record store, R & S Auto, Syloette (Had my 
first job there as a stockboy), Canadians, a 
hobby shop (Can’t remember the  name), 
Sayre Woods Camera, JC Penny, Kinney 
Shoes, WT Grants, Barry’s Stationery, Bilow 
Liquors, Sun-Ray Drugs, and Food Fair.  
Later when they built the office building next 
to Food Fair, there was Madison State Bank 
(It would later become Amboy-Madison), 
LaMagra’s Barber Shop, and the camera 
store moved to there, and the jewelry store 
moved over to their old spot.  I think there 
was a dentist and an eye doctor among oth-
ers on the second floor.  On the other side of 
Rt. 9, was a place called the Steer Inn and 
there was no traffic light at the intersection 
of Ernston Rd. and Rt. 9, and on the other 
side of 9, Ernston was only paved for about 
a ¼ of a mile, then it was a dirt road.  I used 
to live in Sayre Woods, and my wife in 
Sayreville proper.”

Another nameless fan ran down a list 

saying there was an Acme Supermarket, 
Platter Puss Records, a dance studio, a 
bar, a video game arcade, many carnivals 
in behind the stores, and fireworks on the 
4th of July. 

Kristine Schultz of Parlin worked in 
Grants behind the lunch counter, and her 
husband Larry, worked  at Father and Son 
shoe store.  Kristine also recalled “When 
the shopping center first opened, a back to 
school special at National shoe store was 
you got a free pair of roller skates when you 

bought a pair of shoes.  The old kind, with a 
key, all the kids in the neighborhood had a 
pair.  My mom worked in Kresges when it 
first opened as the cook, and told us about 
how in those days she would make whole 
turkeys and fresh mash potatoes.  Everyone 
came for her homemade meatloaf and coffee 
cake.  Also, Santa came in a helicopter in 
the 50’s and then later in a fire engine.  The 
Grant lunch counter used to be 3 deep on 
Black Friday.  They also used to have baby 
elephants for the week, and you could ride on 
them.  Around 1966, an elephant went wild 
and ran around the center, and that was the 
last time they had them.  Sayrewoods also 
had 4th of July fireworks every year.

Some of the other stores were, Grand 
Union, Mae Moon, Barry’s Fabric, National 
Shoe store, Food Fair, replaced Acme.  Chan-
nel Lumber, the Camera store, Canadians, 
Todd’s, a men’s store, and Syloette, a very 
high-class woman’s store.  Canadian and 
Syloette always had such beautiful store 
windows.

Most of the ladies that worked in 
W.T. Grant’s all lived behind the center in 
Madison Park.  Most of them would walk 
to work, in those days, most people only 
had one car.  The shopping center always 
had the best Christmas lights, so sad this 
year when I noticed there were none.  My 
mom used to say the shopping center was 
like an old fashion town because everyone 
knew each other.”

Eddie Regan (l) of Madison Park and an 
unidentified customer (r) are pictured in the 
late 1960’s in Father & Sons shoe store 
at the old Sayrewoods Shopping Center.  
Longtime Parlin resident, Larry Schultz was 
the store manager.  (Photo/info courtesy of 
Kris Nicolaison Schultz)
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Under the direction of their teacher, Mrs. Vivian Deibert, and her assistant, Pam Solli, 
Sacred Heart School Kindergarten students celebrated Dr. Theodor Seuss Geisel’s birthday 
in Whoville style. This special day is also designated as Read Across America Day by the 
National Education Association. The Sacred Heart Kindergartners will continue the celebration 
through the end of March as each day a student will read their favorite Dr. Seuss book to 
the class. Dr. Seuss would be proud!  (Photo/Info Submitted)

Class Of 1968 Reunion
St. Mary’s High School Class of 1968 

will be holding its reunion on Friday, June 
10th from 7-11 p.m. at White Sands Hotel 
and Resort, 1205 Ocean Ave., Point Pleas-
ant Beach, NJ.  The event will include a 
cocktail party with a wonderful menu of hors 
d’oeuvres all night and open bar on the shore.  
Music will be provided by the great sound 
of our own High School favorites—The 
Profit$.  Cost is $65 per person and dress is 
casual.   The motel is on the beach at $189, 
and the Hotel is 100 yards away on Ocean 
Ave. with pool and spa at $198. 

The reunion is open to all classmates and 
their partners, and more than 80 attendees 
have already signed up!  For more informa-
tion and to sign up, contact Katie Coman 

at 631-586-4326 or e-mail: ktblumberg@
optonline.net. Please let her know who 
you are still in contact with, as there is still 
missing info on a lot of classmates.  For 
White Sands reservations, contact: Megan 
at 732-899-3370.  In order to secure your 
reservation, contact Megan 6 weeks prior 
with a 50% deposit.  See you all there! 

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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Bomber Golf 
Outing

The Sayreville Bomber Baseball Boost-
er Club will sponsor a Golf Outing on April 
16 at Bunker Hill Golf Course, Princeton 
with a 1 p.m. shotgun start.  Individual entry 
fee is $125.  Foursome entry fee is $460 or 
$115 each.  For complete information call 
Terri Campbell at 732-727-0599 or email: 
tcamp12345@aol.com

Easter Bunny 
Breakfast

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
#426 is holding its annual Breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny, Sunday, April 17th from 9-11 
a.m. at the Council Home, 308 Fourth St., 
South Amboy.  Cost is $6-adults, $3-children 
2-12 years old, FREE-children under 2 years 
old.  For reservations call Steve or Cheryl 
at 732-727-1707. 

Sacred Heart 
Fundrasier

Thursday, April 14th, is Sacred Heart 
Night at TGI Friday’s on Route 9 in Old 
Bridge.  If you go to dinner from 5:00-
9:00pm, we will receive 20% of your bill. 
Donating money never tasted so good. Just 
mention to your server that you are from 
Sacred Heart!

Hall Of Fame Banquet  continued from page 1
Step In Time dance studio, Parlin; member 
NJ Tap Ensemble 1995-1998; developing 
dance program for autistic children.   Mar-
tin Rooney, Class of 1989: Internationally 
recognized fitness and martial arts expert; 
former martial arts trainer for NY Giants and 
Jets; chief operating officer of Parisi Speed 
School; frequent contributor to TV sports 
and fitness publications.  Ann Marie Szcz-
epanik, Ph.D, J.D., Class of 1979: Research 
scientist, extensive work in Alzheimer’s 
disease; graduate of Rutgers University and 
Rutgers School of Law; active participant 

in golf and scuba diving; volunteer for 
Habitat for Humanity.  Derek Wan, Class 
of 1998: Graduate of The College of New 
Jersey; varied internships throughout col-
lege; worked at Newsweek Productions in 
television documentaries; currently working 
in Los Angeles in production of many cur-
rent TV shows.  Tickets are $50 each with a 
choice of meals.  For further info call Elaine 
Kubacz at 732-727-0192.

Broadway Computer Repair

Broadway Computer Repair has opened a new showroom/repair shop in the heart of our 
pleasant little city.  Located at 100 S Broadway in South Amboy, we have been serving the 
community for 6 months now. Owned by Frank Bernardi, who has more than 20 years of 
computer experience and staffed by knowledgeable, highly skilled technicians, Broadway 
Computer Repair can cater to all your computer needs. Open Monday through Friday from 
10am-6pm and Saturday from 10am till 4 pm, we also can come right to your home or 
business to resolve any of your computer issues. We offer free pick-up and delivery service 
for local customers. Come in and visit our showroom, where you’re not just a name and 
number, you’re a neighbor. Contact us at 732-952-2626.

Pictured (l-r) is the excellent staff at Broadway Computer Repair Ron Prusarczyk, Linda 
Byrnes and Owner Frank Bernardi.
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Classic Cars

That’s Ray Andrejewski, a 1961 St. Mary’s High School graduate behind the wheel of his 
dad’s ’52 Chevy 4-door Powerglide automatic, riding around somewhere in South Amboy.  
(Photo/info courtesy of Ray Andrejewski)
Note:  Do you have an old photo of your “special” car, pre-1980, and would like to share it with 
The SA Times readers, please contact us at: satimes@aol.com or call 732-727-0398.

Fr. Dennis’ Dinner 
Celebration 
Anniversary Ad 
Book

On Sunday, May 15, 2011, St. Mary’s 
Parish will be hosting a Dinner Celebra-
tion in honor of our Pastor, Rev. Dennis 
R. Weezorak, on the occasion of the Silver 
Jubilee of his ordination to the priesthood. 
In commemoration of this milestone, the 
parish will create a special souvenir program 
ad book. 

We are seeking the support of area 
merchants through the participation in the 
ad book to congratulate Father Dennis on 
his achievement and to wish him continued 
success and support. Business leaders under-
stand the value of advertising locally. It is our 
sincere hope that our mutual desire to serve 
the community and honor Father Dennis will 
come together in this program book.

Any business or individual seeking 
information about participating in the ad 
book may contact the parish office at (732) 
721-0179 and leave their name and address 
or pick up a form from the parish office..  
The deadline for all ads is April 15.

Thank you, in advance, for your gener-
ous support of Father Dennis and the work he 
performs in our parish and community.

The Foods of the 
Bible

Food historian Judith Krall-Russo 
presents this fascinating program on the 
foods of the Bible! In the land of milk and 
honey there were also figs, dates, hyssop, 
and artichokes. Many food items that we 
take for granted in today’s abundant society 
were precious commodities in the ancient 
Middle East. Learn how various foods were 
prepared in ancient times and how mealtime 
in Bible days differs from today. There will 
be a display of various fruits, vegetables, 
beans and spices. Sayreville Public Library 
on Saturday, April 16 from 2-3:30PM. 
Register online or contact Alaina for more 
information at 732-727-0212 x25 or email: 
alainad@lmxac.org.

Marines Wanted
John Basilone Detachment Marine 

Corps League is seeking new members.  If 
you are active, reserve, retired, veterans and 
FMF Corpsman, call today 732-407-1503 
for m embership information.  The Marine 
Corps League motto is: “Once a Marine, 
always a Marine.”

100 Years Ago…
1911-James Manhattan was President 

of the South Amboy City Council…

Polish Your 
Resume!

Do you have a resume that isn’t get-
ting you the interviews you are looking 
for? Bring in your current resume and Dr. 
Colleen Georges will provide you with a 
one-on-one critique and suggestions for 
making your resume stand out among 
the competition! Choose from two dates: 
Saturday, April 16 from 12 noon to 2:00 
PM; or Wednesday, April 20 from 6:00-
8:00 PM at the Sayreville Public Library. 
Each participant will receive 15 minutes 
of resume critique. Register for one time 
slot on a first-come, first served basis. Call 
Alaina at 732-727-0212 x25 or email: alai-
nad@lmxac.org for a list of available times. 

Friday Afternoon 
Matinees

Sayreville Public Library presents...
Friday Afternoon Matinees on the second 
Friday of each month! Join us for a feature 
length film. A complete list of showings is 
available on the Sayreville Library website 
calendar. Adults only, please, with a Sayre-
ville Library card. For more information 
or to register, contact Alaina at 732-727-
0212 x25 or email: alainad@lmxac.org. 

75 Years Ago…
1936-In Mayor Mason’s New Year’s 

Day message, he recommended that steps 
be taken toward the extension of the City 
of South Amboy to include the Morgan-
Bayview Manor section of Sayreville…
Sayreville Township gave South Amboy 
permission to use its dumping grounds on 
Jernee Mill Rd., thanks to the efforts of 
South Amboy Councilman Grimley and 
Sayreville Mayor Thompson…J. Lee Larew 
was re-elected President of the South Amboy 
Board of Public Works…Andrew Kurtz 
became the first South Amboy resident to 
take the office of State Assemblyman since 
Harold G. Hoffman…Retiring South Am-
boy Fire Chief Jerry Connors was honored 
with a large banquet…Arthur Semoneit 
was appointed to the South Amboy Board 
of Education by Mayor Charles Mason to 
replace Irving L. Reese, whose term expired.  
Reese had served as Board President for the 
past 3 years…Charles Jerome was appointed 
City Solicitor…Two popular South Amboy 
taverns were Mollie’s, and Raritan Beer 
Garden (Currently Anthony’s on Ridgeway 
Ave. and Raritan St.)… 
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WWW?

Attention: 2011 
High School
Seniors Of Irish 
Heritage

Would you like to receive a $500 schol-
arship?  The South Amboy Irish American 
Association is offering two $500 scholar-
ships for “residents only” of South Amboy 
who write a 500 word essay about your 
Irish Heritage.   Please DO NOT mention 
any names of your family or descendants in 
the essay.  Postmark your essay by April 12, 
2011.  Send to: Mary Kay Noble, 70 Lions 
Ct., Freehold, NJ  07728.

Polka Band At Sayreville
Gene Mendalski Polka Band will perform at the Senior Center, Main St., Sayreville 

on Thurs., April 7, starting at 7:30 p.m.  The concert is sponsored by The Cultural Arts 
Council of the Borough of Sayreville.  Admission is FREE, and there will be light refresh-
ments.  All ages are welcome.  For more info call 732-690-4712.

This should be a fairly easy photo for our WWW.? mystery photo detectives out there.  Send 
your answers to: thesatimes@aol.com.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

February Winners
Last month’s photo was the location of 

Murphy’s Cities Service, which served as a 
gas station, auto repair garage, and also sold 
used cars.  The building is still located at 
the triangle of Main Street and Washington 
Avenue in South Amboy.

The big winners who correctly identified 
Murphy’s Cities Service were: Marian Mills, 
W. Tom Kross, Pat Scully, Marie English, 
Chuck Pickard, Peggy Yuhas,  Jerry Celecki, 
Bernard Sadowski.   “Red” Murphy, now 86 
years young and the owner, saw the photo 
and called The SA Times office, and said, 
“I opened the business in August 1955, and 
leased it out in 1985.  We sold used cars for 
about 10-15 years.”

25 Years Have Passed So Fast
It is hard to believe it’s been 25 years 

now since my father Dan “Boone” Lewis 
passed away.  Many things have happened 
since that time he never got to enjoy.  His 
grandchildren, whom he would have loved 
and doted on.  He had mellowed greatly since 
my teen years.  With that, I can honestly say 
that neither I, my brothers, nor sister have 
turned out to be bad people.  That comes 
from a good, strict upbringing from both of 
our parents, Dad, Danny and our beloved 
mom, Heidi.

Our family misses our father deeply and 
often speaks of him at family gatherings year 
round.  We try to let our children, his grand-
children, know about family, community, 
service, and loyalty; all of which are lacking 
in today’s society in my opinion.

Wish you could be here to see what your 
kids have accomplished.  Your oldest son, 
Daniel James still lives in the Seattle area and 
is a grandfather himself now.  He is retired 
and spends countless hours of community 
service working with autistic children.  He 
also spent years of time as a recreational 
soccer coach, and is the father of 6 with his 
wife Penny Flakker Lewis.

I, Bill, have 3 wonderful children, with 
my wife of 21 years, Susan.  I have spent 
many years following in your footsteps at 
Sacred Heart coaching the boys’ basketball 
team.  I am also a UPS coordinator for the 
2nd biggest run in NYC, The Tunnel To 
Towers Run in recognition of the Sept. 11, 
2011 tragedy.  To this day, we have raised 
close to $10 million.

Tommy is now in North Carolina and 
is also a grandfather.  He had spent many 
years as a baseball and football coach.  His 2 
children have done well for themselves.

Joey is still with Maria Victoria Gonza-
lez and they have 2 children.  Joe has worked 
22 years as a union carpenter.  You would be 
most proud of Joe with his coaching attributes 
at the high school level.  He has led Cardinal 
McCarrick (St. Mary’s) to numerous county 
and state tournament titles.  He is close to 
amassing his 300th career win.

Your baby, Mary-Anne was a head bas-
ketball coach at South Amboy (H.G. Hoff-
man) and is now an assistant with Christine 
Noble for head coach Lynn Ust at Cardinal 

McCarrick.  Their girls team has been very 
successful.  Mary-Anne has been a teacher  
for the past 21 years.  She and Mark keep 
mommy busy at their house.

On to the big fellow Mark, who has 
been serving the city of South Amboy as a 
police officer for the past 20 years.  He has 
kept your wife, our mother, sheltered and 
comfortable for quite a few years now.

Mom is healthy as an ox and is a walking 
and working machine.  She travels often and 
makes the rounds to see all her grandchildren 
regularly.  She stays active and has kept 
herself quite busy over the past 25 years.  
Never one to miss any of her grandchildren’s 
hundreds of sporting events, she is always on 
the go to somewhere.  Baseball, wrestling, 
soccer, football, cross country meets, or 
basketball games, she’s there rooting.

I often sit and wonder what if?  If my 
boys Daniel and Aaron had gotten to know 
and enjoy you.  What if Aaron could have 
learned to shoot a foul shot from you?  What 
if you could have taught Daniel how to use 
his hands, better than I ever could have?  
What if Helene could have hugged you 
just once as a little girl?  What if my wife 
could have gotten you to join her side, like 
mommy, against me in quarrels?  What if I 
could have gotten to speak to you now as a 
father to ask for advice or help?

There are plenty more what ifs that 
I think of, but not enough space to write 
them down.  I just wanted to write this little 
article so that people who did know you 
don’t forget you, and the people that don’t 
know you, know now that you were a fam-
ily man, a hard worker, and a major asset to 
your community.  A true leader and a person 
that children in South Amboy truly admired 
and looked up to as a role model.

A football coach, a baseball coach, a 
basketball coach, an umpire, a Board of 
Education member, a fireman, a father, and 
a husband all in a short period of time.  It 
was a short 49 years on earth for you, but 
you accomplished so much.  What if you’d 
have had just another decade or so?  One 
can only wonder what if, as I always do.  I 
love you dad.

Your Loving Son,
Bill Lewis

Flow Circus
Read Yourself Silly with Flow Circus! A 

juggling and magic show in one!  Learn how 
Paul’s interest in the circus, led to a trip to 
the library and ultimately his career!  Books 
are not only for reading, they can be fun and 
lead to many interesting discoveries! Fun and 
entertaining for the whole family! Thursday, 
April 21, 6:00 pm, at the Sayreville Public 
Library.  Register online by visiting: www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or call 732-727-0212 
ext. 5 for more information.

John Leo and Linda Fedorka proudly announce the newest Eagle Scout of Troop 95 
sponsored by Sacred Heart Church, Alexander William Fedorka.  Alex is the 68th Eagle 
Scout in 68 years.  Alex’s Eagle Scout project was the painting of all of the fire hydrants in the 
city of South Amboy. This was accomplished with the help of the leaders, scouts, and a few 
other Eagle Scouts, during the first two weeks of August last year.  (Photo Submitted)

Sayreville Band 
Played
At Carnegie Hall

(Article Submitted)
On March 2nd, the Sayreville Band 

performed at Carnegie Hall in New York.  
The band is comprised of over 100 Sayreville 
High School and Middle School students.  
The group is under the direction of Mr. Paul 
Caruso and Mrs. Joyce Campbell, who are 
band teachers in the school district, and also 
residents of Sayreville.

After a rare snowstorm came to Mississippi, the family of Rev. Robert Mamrak, formerly of 
Sayreville, had fun making a snow dragon for his two grandchildren, Anna and Jon Sibley.  
They then spray painted it with green food coloring.  Many folks stopped by and took pictures 
of the unusual dragon made of snow.  (Photo/info courtesy of Anna Harris-Friberg)
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Alfred J. Dill, born, raised, schooled in South 
Amboy, moved to Pennsylvania in 2003 and 
is married to Tiyana with 4 children: Raven, 
Darien, Jesse and Zaira, has been an artist from 
a very early age and is currently a local artist in 
Lancaster, Pa. Alfred is also working on a novel 
about model railroading. 
Alfred’s work is currently on display at the Amish 
Farm and House , Rt. 30 in Lancaster, Pa., The 
Amish Village, Rt. 896 in Strasburg, Pa., Thistle 
And Vine in Strasburg and Miller’s Restaurant in 
Lancaster. You can see his work on his Facebook 
page or just google Alfred J. Dill. 
Alfred’s works are an ingenious expression 
of detail and you notice something different 
everytime you view them...there is a lot going 
on! 
(Submitted by Frank and Dorothy Dill)

Golf Outing-April 14
The South Amboy Knights of Colum-

bus #426 will sponsor a Golf Outing on 
Thursday, April 14 at Cruz Farms.  For 
complete information contact Ray Suchciki 
at 732-721-9023.

1971 Class Reunion
St. Mary’s H.S. Class of 1971 will be 

holding its 40th Class Reunion on Sat., Oct. 
15 from 7-11 p.m. at the South Amboy AOH 
Hall of Stevens Ave. & Second St. (Across 
from the high school gym).  They are still 
seeking the whereabouts of more classmates.  
For further info e-mail Kathy at:  km8235@
aol.com.

Scrabble Club 
Calling all wordsmiths! The Sayreville 

Public Library hosts our Scrabble Club on 
the first and third Friday of each month from 
1:30-3:30 PM. April dates are the 1st and 
15th. The library has a Scrabble board but 
feel free to bring your own. No registration 
necessary! Just come and have some fun 
mincing words with new friends! For more 
information, contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 
x25 or email: alainad@lmxac.org. Kids Fundraiser

If you ever watch the country channel 
or youtube.com, take a close look at The 
Grascals who perform a very moving and 
inspirational song with Dolly Parton titled 
“I Am Strong.”  It was released in 2010, 
and sales from the album are donated to 
the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
for children with cancer.  This is truly for 
a great cause.

Cookbooks are 
available at the 
pastoral center 
or contact Teri 
at (732) 727-
7639. The sale 
price is two for 
$10.00. 

Anniversary 
Commemorative 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group still has cook-
books available for sale. Be one of the pa-
rishioners who has a copy of this memorable 
compilation of delicious parish recipes. 
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1961-The Castles-this local group specialized in instrumentals, and sure looked real cool 
in their white sweaters with a “C” on the upper left side.  Pictured (l-r) George Robertson, 
George Levett, and Jim Charlton.  Charlton recalled that, “We played mostly Ventures’ 
music such as “Walk Don’t Run” and instrumentals.  We cut a demo record in 1962 called 
“Satin Lady.”  The Viet Nam War broke up the group, drafting the drummer, and sending 
the lead guitarist to the Air Force.”   (Photo by Ray Andrejewski)

#1 Pop Hits On 
March 19
2001-Stutter-Joe (featuring Mystikal) 
1997-Wannabe-Spice Girls
1985-Can’t Fight This Feeling-REO Speed-
wagon
1971-One Bad Apple-The Osmonds
1966-The Ballad Of The Green Berets-SSgt. 
Barry Sadler
1959-Venus-Frankie Avalon

#1 Country Hits On 
March 19
1996-The Beaches Of Cheyenne-Garth 
Brooks
1983-I Wouldn’t Change You If I Could-
Ricky Skaggs
1978-Mammas Don’t Let Your Babies-
Waylon & Willie
1965-I’ve Got A Tiger By The Tail-Buck 
Owens
1958-Ballad Of A Teenage Queen-Johnny 
Cash

March 28, 1966 marks the 45th Anniversary of The Young Rascals self-titled album release.  
The group was led by Felix Cavaliere on keys, Gene Cornish- guitar, Dino Danelli-drums, 
and Eddie Brigati-on vocals and tambourine.  Many of our readers probably still have this 
cool album in their collection.  
The songs on Side 1 are: Slow Down, Baby Let’s Wait, Just A Little, I Believe, Do You Feel 
It.  Side 2-Good Lovin’, Like A Rolling Stone, Mustang Sally, I Ain’t Gonna Eat Out My Heart 
Anymore, In The Midnight Hour.  

Music Trivia
Colors

By Tom Burkard
1.__Red, Red Wine a.Gary Lewis & The Playboys 
2.__Blue Suede Shoes b.Van Morrison
3.__Black Is Black c.Dawn feat. Tony Orlando
4.__Green Grass d.The Jimi Hendrix Experience
5.__Tie A Yellow Ribbon e.Sam The Sham & The Pharoahs
6.__Brown Eyed Girl f.Bobby Vinton
7.__Cherry Pink And Apple Blossom g. Grateful Dead
8.__Purple Haze h.Donovan
9.__Little Red Riding Hood i.The Rolling Stones
10._Blue Velvet j.The Lemon Pipers
11._Touch  Of Gray k.Neil Young
12._Paint It Black l.Los Bravos
13._Green Tambourine m.Perez Prado
14._Mellow Yellow n.UB40
15._Heart Of Gold o.Carl Perkins

Answers
1n 2o 3l 4a 5c 6b 7m 8d 9e 10f 11g 12i 13j 14h 15k.

45 Years Ago

Pop star, Lady Gaga performed at Atlantic City’s Boardwalk Hall on Feb. 19, drawing fans 
from near and far.  Among those in attendance was Megan Campbell of Sayreville (pictured 
above) who dressed for the occasion.  Megan and her friends Dan Carr, Cindy Valentin, 
and Mary Tella had general admission floor seats and got on line at 9 a.m. for the 8 p.m. 
show.  (Photo/info courtesy of Barry Campbell)

Taylor Bernosky poses after her performance 
at Glen Burtnik’s Summer of Love concert 
held at the Count Basie Theatre last week. 
Great job as always Taylor!!! (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)

1966-A band called “The Six of Us” 
won the St. Mary’s High School Talent 
Show, and were on their way to a successful 
entertaining career.  The group consisted of 
Bob Toye, Jim Coan, Tim Tice, Joe DeLucia, 

Mike Henry and Eddie Lee, who handled the 
singing with Toye.  “The Six of Us” went on 
to become the now legendary SMHS band, 
“The Profit$.
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School Sports By Tom Burkard
(As of Mar. 10)

Lady Eagels Fall In 
County Final

Third-seeded Piscataway blasted Cardi-
nal McCarrick, the top seed in the GMCT, 67-
45.  Danaejah Grant turned in a spectacular 
41-point Michael Jordan-like performance, 
to lead the Chiefs to the county title.  Coach 
Pat Mayo’s club once again found a way to 
stop our very talented Lady Eagles, and add 
yet another GMCT trophy to its growing 
collection.  Lexi Born was outstanding for 
the Blue & Gold, firing in 19 points, while 
teammate Maggie Presnal tallied 11.

Girls Basketball

State Tourney Action
Boys Basketball

In a Non-Public B South quarterfinal 
contest, Cardinal McCarrick, who trailed 
25-21 at halftime, bounced back for a one 
point lead after 3 quarters, and downed 
Holy Cross, 52-47.  Muhammad Alli led 
the balanced scoring attack with 10 points, 
and received support from Captain Charlie 
Gorman with 9 points and freshman phenom 
Marques Townes 8. 

The Eagles beat long-time rival Trenton 
Catholic, 52-50 in the semifinals behind 
Townes’ 16 points, and a solid all-around 

showing from Alli.
Cardinal McCarrcik captured the cham-

pionship with a thrilling, 40-38 victory over 
Gloucester Catholic.  Ahmid Williams led 
the scoring parade with 9 points, followed 
by Cruz with 8, Townes 8, McDaniel 5 and 
Thomas 5.  The Eagles entered the contest 
with a 20-7 record compared to Gloucester 
Catholic’s 15-12.

Congratulations, Coach Lewis and team 
on another terrific accomplishment!

Coach Lynn Ust’s Cardinal McCarrick 
team raced to a 24-8 first quarter bulge, and  
breezed to an 80-40 quarterfinal  victory over 
Wardlaw-Hartridge in the Non-Public B 
South state tourney.  1,000 plus point career 
scorer, Olivia Gorczynski burned the nets 
for 31 points to lead the Blue & Gold.  Also 
contributing were Maggie Presnal with 10 
points and 10 rebounds, Jennifer Shereyka 11 
points and 6 assists, and Kathleen Salardino 
with 11 points.

The Lady Eagles bowed in the semifi-
nals to old nemesis Trenton Catholic, 52-44.  

Olivia Gorczynski and Jennifer Shereyka led 
the scoring with 11 points each in the final 
high school game.

South Amboy downed Henry Hudson, 
37-29 in CJ Group I opening round play.  
Jillian Webber scored 14 points and ripped 
16 rebounds, while teammate Kait Hubbard 
scored 10.

Highland Park eliminated the Lady 
Guvs, 67-33 in the CJ Group I quarterfinals.  
Webber fired in 16 points in a fine losing 
effort for the Purple & Gold.

Boys Basketball

Girls Basketball

Cardinal McCarrick (22-7) The coach-
ing genius of Joe Lewis has led the Eagles 
Non-Public South B Sectional champion-
ship, and their third 20 win season in the last 
4 years.  Star players were freshman Marques 
Townes, Muhammad Alli, Ahmid Williams 
and captain Charlie Gorman.

Sayreville (6-17) The Bombers showed 
signs of improvement towards the last part 

of the season, notching some big wins for 
rookie Coach John Wojcik.  Star players 
included Joe Saitta, Chris Pineiro, Cody Van 
Note, freshman talent Corey Taite, Danny 
Wojcik, Trey Johnson.

South Amboy (4-19) The Guvs’ attack 
was led by Dustin DeVoe, Aaron Radich, 
Steve Herdman and Nick Kales.

Cardinal McCarrick (23-3) The basket-
ball brilliance of Coach Lynn Ust has made 
the Cardinal McCarrick girls basketball team 
a perennial 20-game winner. Leading the 
Blue & Gold this season were Olivia Gorc-
zynski, Maggie Presnal, Lexi Born, Jennifer 
Shereyka, and Kathleen Salardino.

South Amboy (13-11) Jillian Webber, 
Kaitlyn Hubbard, and Nicole Burns topped 
the scoring for the Lady Guvs.

Sayreville (3-18) The Bombers most 
consistent players were Bridget Giovenco, 
Rachel Harris, and Alexis Baker.

The Cardinal McCarrick Eagles boys’ basketball squad captured the Non-Public B South 
Sectional Championship, and finished with a stellar 22-8 record under Coach Joe Lewis.  
Congratulations on an incredible season!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The Lady Eagles of Cardinal McCarrick won the GMC White Division championship, and 
finished second in the GMCT.  Coach Lynn Ust guided the club to a superb 23-3 mark.  
Congratulations on another exciting year!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Coach Bob Hurley’s big machine lived 
up to its reputation, and rolled past the 
Eagles, 75-28 to win the Non-Public B state 
championship in a game played at Poland 
Springs Arena in Toms River.    The much 
taller St. Anthony’s shot 54.2 from the floor, 
and out-rebounded our locals 34-16.

Despite the big setback, Coach Lewis 
was very proud of his warriors, and said, 
“We gave a tremendous effort.  We had to 
play a perfect game to beat them.  We had 
a great season.”  Lewis, who has one of the 
finest coaching records in the state over his 
16-year career at St. Mary’s/Cardinal Mc-
Carrick, with a superb mark of 288-133, and 
3 Sectional titles, has a lot to look forward 
to next season.  This year’s club finished 
22-8, and the good news is that four of the 
five starters will be returning.  Congratula-
tions Coach Lewis and the Eagles and on an 
outstanding campaign!

Eagles Capture 
Sectional Title

continued from page 1
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YMCA’s Healthy 
Kids Day

On Saturday, April 16, 2011, the South 
Amboy Branch YMCA is encouraging all 
kids and parents in South Amboy, Sayreville, 
and all surrounding communities to come to 
the Y for a play date and commit to being 
active every day. It’s all part of the YMCA’s 
Healthy Kids Day™ – the nation’s largest 
health day for families. The free event will 
take place at the YMCA located at 200 John 
T. O’Leary Blvd in South Amboy, NJ from 
1:00 – 3:00PM and feature activities such 
as Zumbatomic, Nutrition Demonstrations, 
Family Swim, Games, and much more.

As a leading nonprofit strengthening 
community through healthy living, the Y 
holds Healthy Kids Day to teach healthy 
habits to kids and inspire a lifetime love of 
physical activity. At a time when one in three 
children in the United States are overweight 
or obese (according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention), developing 
healthier habits that include increased physi-
cal activity is more important than ever. 

“At the South Amboy Branch YMCA, 
we know that parents struggle to find the 
time to incorporate more active play and 
healthier habits into their kids’ daily routine,” 
says Mike Tonzola, Associate Branch Direc-
tor. “Doing so doesn’t have to require extra 
money or resources. It’s as simple as making 
a play date with your kids, with two key 
requirements – be active and have fun!”  

As part of Healthy Kids Day, the Y 
encourages families to make play dates ev-
eryday as a simple way to become healthier, 
more active and connected. The South Am-
boy Branch YMCA recommends five simple 
activities families can do to play together:

Schedule a Game Night: Play games 
with the kids that incorporate physical activ-
ity, such as Charades. 

Dance, Dance: Turn on your favorite 
party music and dance! Make this activity 
more fun with a dance contest. 

Go Riding: Find a new bike path or park 
for a fun afternoon outdoors; grab your hel-
mets and go rollerblading or bike riding.  

Channel Your Inner Youth: Remember 
playing hopscotch, jump rope, Simon Says 
or freeze tag as a kid? Teach your favorite 
childhood game to your kid(s) and play 
them together. 

Play Outside: Visit your neighborhood 
park or camp out in your backyard for some 
outdoor fun. Get everyone moving with fun 
sports like soccer, basketball or baseball. 

Healthy Kids Day will be celebrated 
at nearly 1,600 Ys across the country, with 
more than 700,000 families expected to at-
tend this year. 

For more information, contact the South 
Amboy Branch YMCA at 732-553-9622 or 
visit www.ymca.net or www.ymcaofmewsa.
org/southamboy. 

From Cluttered to 
Clean! An Easy 
Organization Series

The Sayreville Public Library and 
professional organizer, Katie Tracy, present 
the second and third sessions of this 3-part 
series on household organization. 

Common Organization Trouble Spots in 
the Home will focus on general strategies to 
tackle clutter in the entryway, garage, base-
ment, car, and desktop.  How to organize 
mail, kids’ toys, and media will also be 
discussed on Saturday, April 2 from 2:00-
3:30PM. Common Organization Hurdles 
will examine the mental and physical clutter 
connection.  There are internal struggles 
and conflicts that cause clutter and Katie 
will discuss how to address them.  She will 
also address the importance of maintenance 
once you complete an organization project, 
and will be ready to answer your questions 
regarding your battles with clutter and 
organization! Saturday, April 9 from 2:00-
3:30PM. If you have any questions about 
these programs or would like to register, 
contact Alaina by phone at (732)727-0212 
ex. 25 or email alainad@lmxac.org. Reg-
ister online or at the Front Desk. For more 
information, contact Alaina at 732-727-021 
x25 or email her at: alainad@lmxac.org. 
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

Glory Days in
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

1944-Sayreville’s standout baseball team consisted of bottom row (l-r) “Chub” Keenan, Ed 
Pasternack, “Jackson” Jastrebski, Ed Marcinczyk, Ed Albin, “Chub” Derent, “Herb” Servis, 
Ted Galebides, Homer Dill.
Top row (l-r) Coach Tom Limoli, John Wortley, Mike “Mickey” Czok, Harold Metz, Ed 
Piechicinski, John Johansen, Ray Miklos, Fred Kath, Hank Walerzak, John Puchalski, Ed 
Wlodarczyk.  (Photo courtesy of Jane Wortley)

1966-St. Mary’s first boys’ cheerleading 
squad  in history display their gymnastic 
talent by building a pyramid at one of the 
Eagles’ home games.  Bottom row (l-r) Brian 
George, Pat Casey, Vince Cannata.  Middle 
(l-r) Billy Bulman, John Germak, Captain 
John Pintauro (doing a hand stand).  On top 
is Gerald Ilaria.

Sport-Baseball
Year-1959
Teams-St. Mary’s (4-8) vs. Hoffman 
(4-8) City Series Game 2.
The Lineups
St. Mary’s
Bob Nappi rf Pat Mullane ss Tom “Tex” 
Leonard c Vona 1b Charlie “Augie” Non-
nemacher lf Charlie Schachel cf Pat Marotta 
2b Len Lawson 3b Ed Conroy p.  Reserves-
Cavanagh 2b Graber 2b Lange p.
Hoffman
Nicholas rf Adams 1b Inman p George 
Reick ss Keller cf Jarusiewicz lf Poetsch c 
Gominger 3b Tom Wojciechowski 2b.
Recap-John Jarusiewicz walked with the 
bases loaded to force in Bobby Nicholas 
with the winning run in the bottom of the 
8th inning.  Winning pitcher Dave Inman 
went the distance, struck out 10 and gave 
up 11 hits.  Tom Adams laced 4 singles, 
Jarusiewicz hit a double and triple, Bob 
Poetsch stroked a double and single,  John 
Keller 2 singles, and Inman 2 singles as the 
Guvs hammered out 15 hits.  The Eagles 
were led by Pat Vona with 2 singles and a 
double, and Charlie Schachel who ripped a 
single and double.  Walter Lange took the 
tough loss on the hill for the Saints.
MVP-The entire Hoffman team contributed 
equally.

Remembering Charlie Conroy
Charlie Conroy, 70, of South Amboy 

died on Feb. 28.  He was a fine baseball player 
for St. Mary’s HS in the 1950’s, and later went 
on to become one of the top pitchers in the 
South Amboy Slow Pitch Softball League.  
In 1971 with the Brothers Inn, he finished 
the regular season with a 6-1 record, and 
batted an outstanding .556 for the pennant 
winners, who bowed in the playoffs.  The 
next year, the undefeated powerhouse Broth-
ers Inn club breezed to division and playoff 
championships.  Charlie was a perfect 6-0 
during the regular season, and along with his 
cousin Ed Conroy formed the best pitching 
tandem in the league.  

The Brothers changed sponsors in ’73, 

and were again at the top of the game, well 
almost.  After finishing 17-0 and winning 
the East Division, they were shocked by a 
powerful Bottle Stop team, and swept in the 
finals.  Charlie Conroy turned in yet another 
perfect regular season with an 8-0 record, 
giving him an amazing combined 20 wins 
and only 1 loss from 1971-73.

He was a loving family man, and dedi-
cated fireman who will be missed but never 
forgotten.  God Bless, Charlie!

1930 Girls 
Basketball

By Fran Fitzmorris
South Amboy High School girls’ bas-

ketball team lost to Perth Amboy, Dolter 
AC, 18-1.  The SA girls were listed as El-
len Parisen, Miss Kathy Himmelberg, Miss 
Thompson, the center, Miss Newton, Miss 
Briskie, guard, and Miss Locker, guard.  Miss 
Parisen scored the foul shot for the locals. 

In those days, I believe that high schools 
often played semi pro, town teams because 
of a lack of high schools. 

1956-St. Mary’s baseball club 
edged Perth Amboy St. Mary’s, 3-
2.  Winning pitcher Bob Kennedy 

fired a 4-hitter and fanned 10.  
Tom Pristavec blasted a 3-run 
homer, and Jimmy Higgins 

went 3-for-3.  1968-Sayreville trounced 
J.F.K., 13-0 in baseball, as winning pitcher 
Reggie Carney fired a 1-hitter, struck out 14, 
and hit a single and double while driving in 
2.  Bob Rodziewicz socked 3 hits and had 
an RBI, and Jim Campion added 2 hits and 
an RBI.  1974-Ray Poulson  fired a 4-hit 
shutout to lead Hoffman to a 2-0 win over 
Dunellen.  Bob Stillwagon drilled 2 hits and 
knocked in a run, and George Hubbs had an 
RBI on a fielder’s choice.  1985-Sayreville 
girls softball squad nipped Cedar Ridge, 7-
6, as Shelly Mayernick notched the victory.  
Tammy Scibek and Vanessa Carney had RBI 
singles, and Patti Cumber and Terry Lock-
wood each belted a double.  1999-St. Mary’s 
smashed Spotswood, 17-5 in baseball.  Tom 
Boychuk had the game of his career by going 
4-for-5 with a grand slam homer, 6 RBI, 2 
runs, and a stolen base.  Greg Morris also 
hit a grand slam, while Danny Arocho went 
2-for-3 with a solo HR and 4 RBI.  Winning 
pitcher Troy Melios struck out 7.  2004-South 
Amboy nipped Dunellen, 3-2 in boys’ ten-
nis.  Winners were Kyle Dabkowski and Joe 
Bloodgood in singles, and the doubles team 
of Tim Adams-Shawn Secharan.

45 Years Ago…
1966-Coach John Wortley’s talented 

Sayreville Bombers baseball club finished 
17-6, and had three players selected to All-
State and All-County teams: Third baseman 
George Armstrong was a Group III 1st team 
choice, and 3rd Team All-Groups, as well as 
All-County 1st Team.  Pitcher-first baseman 
Charlie Lynch was 2nd Team Group III, 
and 1st Team All-County.  Pitcher Costy 
Pawlowski was 2nd Team Group III, and 
1st Team All-County.

Armstrong, the team captain ripped 25 
hits, batted .366, with 21 RBI, 4 doubles, 4 
triples and 6 stolen bases.  Lynch was 6-1, 
1.90 ERA on the mound, and batted .300 
with 5 home runs, 20 RBI, 5 stolen bases.  
Pawlowski was 6-3, 1.90 ERA, and struck 
out 72 in 54 2/3 innings. 

Flashback:  1962
St. Mary’s Eaglettes girls basketball 

team lost 28-26 to Perth Amboy St. Mary’s.  
In ’62, the game was referred to as “Girls 
sextet (6 player) basketball.”  Each team had 
6 players in the game at one time.  Carol 
Surman was almost a one-girl show for the 
Blue & Gold by pouring in 20 points.  SM’s 
lineup was: Surman, Gail Henson, Cathy 
Covert, Lynn Montelbono, Penny Dohan 
and Suzan Charlto

1928 Players 
Identified

Local sports researcher Fran Fitzmorris 
believes he found the missing names of two 
players from the St. Mary’s 1928 basketball 
team photo that appeared in the Feb. issue.  
Fran said, “Next to the priest there is a tall 
fellow who looks like a center, and the center 
on that team was Walling, (No first name 
mentioned).  The young guy on the end 
bottom row is either Mack or Hrankowski.  
They played in every game.”

45 Years Ago
1966-The South Amboy Men’s Fast 

Pitch Softball League featured 6 teams and 
the following managers: Knights of Co-
lumbus-Bernie O’Connor; Enterprise-John 
Nemeth; Roddy/Charley’s Tavern-Tom Kuc; 
Gay 90’s-Ed Volk; Frank’s Café-John Ciol; 
Protection-Ed Downs.

George Was All-
Everything

Just to set the record straight for all of 
you Sayreville Bombers football fans out 
there, Gary George was a 1st Team All-
County, and 3rd Team All-State halfback 
selection in 1968, not 1969 as was mentioned 
in last month’s issue.

Get Fit At Your 
Library! 

Dr. Michael Rothman will present the 
second in a three-part series on exercise and 
weight loss at the Sayreville Public Library on 
April 19 from 7-8:15PM. Today, learn how to 
cut your exercise time in half! Dr. Rothman 
will discuss intense endurance and muscle 
building workouts vs. longer workouts. 
Look for the final program in this series:  
Healthy Weight Loss on May 17th. Register 
online or contact Alaina for more information 
at 732-727-0212 x25 or email: alainad@
lmxac.org.

Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey, a right-handed pitcher 
with the Arizona Diamondbacks Major League 
Baseball Club, has had a strong Spring 
Training, and as of March 14th, he has pitched 
in 4 games, 6 innings, struck out 6, allowed 
5 hits, and notched 1 save, while compiling 
a 3.00 ERA.  Best of luck, Kevin!

Thank You From The Publisher
I would like to thank my family, friends and eveyone for their prayers, 

get well wishes, cards, etc., as well as their genuine concern during 
and following an emergency surgery performed on me for a perforated 
appendix on Feb. 27th.  Also the staff at Raritan Bay Medical Center 
in Old Bridge was truly outstanding from top to bottom, including the 
security force, emergency room doctors and nurses, the ICU staff, and 
everyone who works in the hospital.  Thank you for your highly pro-
fessional and friendly manner as well as your ability to make a patient 
comfortable during a difficult situation.  A special thank you is extended 
to Dr. Babar Mirza, MD, and Dr. Linda Neri, MD, my surgeon, who 
were tremendous blessings during this critical time.

On a sad note, my dear sister Madeline Burkard Bowerman, St. 
Mary’s High School Class of 1947, passed away on Feb. 23.  I would 
like to say thank you to all of those who attended the wake or funeral, 
expressed condolences by sending cards, flowers, or just calling on the 
phone to express their sympathies.  She was a wonderful lady who will 
be sadly missed, and again, I thank you so much for your kind words 
and thoughtfulnes.

Sincerely,
Tom Burkard
Publisher
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times

John Wojcik, rookie coach of the Sayreville 
Bombers boys’ basketball team guided the 
team to a tough 6-17 record, but the Blue & 
Gray showed many signs of promise for the 
future, by finishing strong.    Look for a much 
improved club next season, as some very 
talented underclassmen logged quality
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
T h e  o n l y 

game in town is 
offshore Cod fish-
ing on those Party 
Boats that fish the 
offshore wrecks.  
Some trips are 
pretty good, some 
not so good.  Cod 
up to the 35lb range 
have been caught.  There are a decent number 
of keepers along with Ling and a few Pol-
lock.  Striper season opened up on March 
1st.  In the Bay, a few fishermen are out at 
night but right now not much is happening.  
Fishing should pick up later this month. Two 
large keeper bass were caught in south Jersey 
around Great Bay.  In the ocean there isn’t 
much action.  In Barnegat Bay a few short 
Bass have been caught.  Flounder season 
opens up at the end of the month. A meet-
ing of the Fish & Game council will meet to 
decide the salt water fishing regulations for 
2011.  Among the options to choose from 
is a favored one is keeping the six fish, 18 
inch size limit, but with a longer season from 
early May to the end of September.
Fresh Water

There isn’t much to report on here, as 
ice fishing is over because mild temperatures 
have been melting the ice.  This has also 
caused the rivers and streams to run very 
high.  A few hold over Trout were caught 
in some north Jersey lakes such as Lake 
Aeroflex in Sussex County.  Trout fishing in 
stocked waters will be closed on March 21st 
and reopening on April 9th at 8:00 AM.

Gardening Tips For Lower Back Pain
The best preparation for gardening is 

a back conditioned by spinal care, exercise 
and good posture all year round.  Moreover, 
when you garden, let your legs and arms do 
the work instead of your back.

Here are some tips to make your garden-
ing easier: 1. When weeding, get down on 
your hands and knees rather than bending 
and twisting from the waist.  Don’t stand 
and bend over repeatedly.  2. Lift dirt and 
debris by letting your arms, legs and thighs 
carry the load.  Keep your back and bend 
your knees.  Handle only manageable loads 
at a time.  3. Use long-handled tools to keep 
you from stopping while raking, digging or 
mowing.  Don’t stoop when pushing the 
wheelbarrow.  4. Switch hands frequently 
when doing prolonged raking, hoeing, or 
digging.  Repetitive motion on one side can 
bring on lower back and shoulder spasms.  
5. Don’t work too long in one position 
especially one that is awkward or unusual.  
This can cause muscle imbalance.  6. Don’t 
overexpose yourself to long periods in the sun 
without protection of head and body.  Take 
frequent breaks and drink lots of water.

The Great 2012 
Scare 

Are we all doomed come December 21, 
2012? Is the calendar that the ancient Maya 
of Mexico and Guatemala kept about to roll 
up the red carpet of time? As the $200-million 
disaster movie 2012 was designed to break 
all records for disaster spectacles — with 
cracking continents, plunging asteroids, 
burning cities, and a tsunami throwing an 
aircraft carrier through the White House, the 
movie’s ominous slogan was: “Find out the 
truth.” Let Astrophysicist, Kevin Manning, 
reveal the fiction and the truth about these 
events for you at Sayreville Public Library 
on Wednesday, April 13 from 6:30-8PM. For 
more information, contact Alaina at 732-727-
0212 x25 or email: alainad@lmxac.org.
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The All-Time Greatest High School
The following is a list compiled of the greatest high school baseball/softball players at Sayeville, St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick, 

and Hoffman/South Amboy.  The only criteria used to select the players is information we have researched and found that they were 
either  a 1st Team All-County, or any team All-State selection in any of the daily newspapers.  Also,  if the players led the county or 
state in any major offensive category.

*The list is most likely incomplete, and if you were missed it was not deliberately.  Please let us know if any other names should 
be added, and provide us with a clipping from the particular newspaper that honored the player.

Baseball

Sayreville
1940’s-Steve Jannos, George Keenan, Charlie Molteg, John 

Wojcik .  1950’s-Ron Kuran, Jack Jankowski, Bob Witkowski.  
1960’s-George Armstrong, Bob Carew, Reggie Carney, Dennis Dzer-
goski, John Karlowitz, Bob Keister, Dale Kurowsky, Charlie Lynch, 
Frank Olszewski, Costy Pawlowski, Fred Poli, Lenny Popowski, 
Bob Rodziewicz, Paul Slovik, Bill Trzaska.  1970’s-Tim Brand, 
Bill D’Amico, Kevin Lynch, Greg Lyon, Steve Makwinski, Mike 
McSpadden, Glenn Pearson, Gary Unkel , Hank Zaleski.  1980’s-
Chuck Frobosilo, Sean Gallagher, Rich Gluchowski.  1990’s-Tom 
Roberts, David Santiago.  2000’s- No Selections (NS).

St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick
1920’s-Ed Carroll, John Grimes, Lou Lagoda.  1930’s-Conrad 

Gomolka, Tom Scully, Joe Shafnacker.   1940’s-Allie Clark, Joe 
Conroy, Jack Massing, Jack McKeon, Eddie O’Brien, Johnny 
O’Brien, Ray Stockton, Tom Zebro.  1950’s-Bob “Don” “Pep” Ben-
nett, Bill “Biff” McKeon, Jim “Skip” Minnick, George Spiecker.  
1960’s-Joe “Jody” Kelly (selected All-State in ’69, graduated in 
’70), Tom Kelly, Pat Marotta, Dennis Nardone, Art O’Donnell, Joe 
Pohl, Charlie Schachel, Jack Seaman, George Stramback, Vince 
Wisniewski.  1970’s-Nick Charmello, Bernie Mackiel.  1980’s-John 
Inman.  1990’s-(NS).  2000’s-(NS).

Hoffman/South Amboy
1930’s-Pete Pavich.  1940’s-George Munck, Rudy Neumann, 

Kenny Rogers, Walt Rogers.  1950’s-Jim Inman, John Jarusiewicz, 

MCC Celebrates 
Women’s History 
Month 

A musical performance, poetry read-
ing, theater trip and a game show are all 
scheduled for the celebration of Women’s 
History Month at Middlesex County College 
in March. All except the theater trip are free 
and will be held in the College Center on 
the Edison campus.

Monday, March 7 is the Women’s His-
tory Game Show at 11 a.m. Contestants will 
answer questions about women’s history 
and win prizes.

Noted poet Gabriela Garcia Medina will 
read her work Tuesday March 8 at Noon.

On Wednesday, March 23 and Wednes-
day, March 30, a sexual assault information 
table will be set up from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

On Monday, March 28, “Simple Gifts,” 
a classical musical group, will perform at 
11 a.m.

College students, faculty, staff and 
alumni will travel to Broadway to see a new 
play, “Wonderland” on Thursday, March 31. 
Labeled “Alice through a whole new looking 
glass,” the play is is a different take on the 
childhood classic. Tickets are on sale for 
MCC students starting March 18 at $25, and 
by lottery starting March 22 for faculty, staff 
and alumni at $35.

In addition, seven films will be shown 
throughout the month in the College Center 
main lounge at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Visit www.
middlesexcc.edu for details.

Learning To Swim 
Is A Lifesaver

Ruben Merino, Aquatics Director, South 
Amboy Branch YMCA

Picture a four-year-old boy running 
around the deep end of the swimming pool.  
Without knowing the depth of the water, 
the child runs and jumps into the pool.  
Everyone looks with concern as the little 
guy goes under the water.  All of a sudden, 
the child pops up and swims to the side of 
the pool with a big smile on his face.  This 
child has been taking swim lessons since 
he was a toddler and he is very comfortable 
in the water.  His parents’ commitment to 
his swim lessons has prevented a potential 
drowning accident. 

Learning to swim is very important in a 
child’s life.  At the YMCA, kids learn water 
safety skills, build confidence, and learn the 
fundamentals to become swimmers.  Most 
parents are not aware that a child needs 
more than one set of lessons to be safe in 
and around a swimming pool.  It usually 
takes a couple of years of swim lessons for 
the average toddler to be safe in the water.  
One very important skill all children should 
learn is to float and roll over on their backs 
and yell for help during a water emergency.  
This skill alone can save a child’s life if 
he or she accidently falls in the swimming 
pool.  Learning to swim at an early age 
prevents potential drowning accidents from 
happening.  With summer approaching and 
drowning accidents continuing to be a lead-
ing cause of child deaths, learning to swim 
is a lifesaver. 

Swimming lessons should come first 
before any other activity.  Your child might 
be interested in playing a sport in the spring, 
but no sport other than swimming will save 
your child’s life, if your child falls in the 
water.  Children who take swim lessons at 
an early age build confidence, strength, and 
the stamina that can potentially save their 
lives in a water emergency.  Learning to 
swim should always be a priority. 

It is up to you to get your child to swim 
lessons!  Bring your kids to your local YMCA 
or anywhere else that teaches swim lessons.   
At the YMCA they will learn pool safety 
and the basic skills to become swimmers.  
It will also give you peace of mind knowing 
your kids have the confidence and strength 
to swim to safety.  The right time to start 
swimming lessons is now!

John Kovaleski, John “Skeets” Skarzynski.  1960’s-Billy Clayton, 
Jerry Drill, Manny Formoso, Pete Inman, Jimmy Lyons, Gary Mi-
hok, Paul Nagy, Frank Pauloski, Jimmy Tingle, Ken Wahler, Den-
nis White, Curt Wood, Dennis Wood.  1970’s-George Bongiorno, 
Ron Croddick,  Greg Kardos, Larry Kurzawa (selected All-State 
in 1969 & 1970, graduated in ’70), Joe “Moose” McCarthy, Randy 
Neumann, Rudy Neumann.  1980’s-Dave Gumprecht, Scott Gum-
precht, Bill Moskal, Tom Mulligan, John “Skeets” Skarzynski, Peter 
Smith, Mark Thompson.  1990’s-(NS).  2000’s-Joe Bartlinski, Jared 
Mundy, Brian Seres. 

Softball

Sayreville
1970’s-Karen DeSiena, LuAnn Ferenci, Rhonda Rompola.  

1980’s-Kim Clarke, Jeanne Holt.  1990’s-Dana Feltz, Amy Mu-
raszko, Tracey Thomsen.  2000’s-Jessica Nicola, Amanda Olender, 
Lauren Switzer.

St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick
1970’s-Kathy Redling, Sue Wilson.  1980’s-Bev Godlesky, Lisa 

Harrigan, Eileen Reilly.  1990’s-(NS).  2000’s-Jennifer Shereyka.

Hoffman/South Amboy
1970’s-(NS).  1980’s-Nancy Garsick, Dawn Kaiser, Patty Mc-

Cabe, Robin Piazzolla Tricia Popowski, Kim Reick, Kim Schuck, 
Lynn Ust, Jamie White.  1990’s-Jamie Keeter.  2000’s-Keryn 
Rosenberger, Nicole Scarilllo.

Memorial Day 
Parade/Celebration

The City of South Amboy will be hold-
ing its Memorial Day Parade and Celebration 
on Saturday, May 21, starting at 1 p.m.  This 
year’s event is being held one week earlier 
to encourage participation by South Amboy 
citizens.  Please join the community as it 
salutes our servicemen and women.  

Back by popular demand is the “Patriotic 
Pooch Contest,” immediately following the 
parade.  Bring your dog to “Station Square” 
on Broadway to enter or register at: www.
southamboynj.gov.  The prizes are 1st place-
$100 and Photo Collage from Scans n More; 
2nd Place-$50; 3rd Place-$25.  Your pooch 
will be judged on looks and personality by 
the crowd!  

Come and enjoy the entertainment and 
activities!  New events!   Are you South 
Amboy’s oldest living veteran?  If you 
think you might be, you are welcomed to 
participate in the festivities.  Call Karen at 
732-525-5961.  There will also be a Pizza 
Eating Contest at 12:30 p.m.

Basketball Game
To Fight Hunger

The 4th Annual John “Popeye” Wojcik 
Charity Basketball game between Sayreville 
Police officers and volunteer firefighters will 
be held on March 23 at Our Lady of Victories 
Msgr. Dalton Hall, 42 Main St., Sayreville.  
All proceeds from the event will benefit the 
St. Vincent DePaul Society, which provides 
food and clothing to the needy families in 
the community.  Tickets are $8 for adults, 
and $4 for children.  For more info and to 
purchase tickets call 732-651-8379.

The Irish came out in full force for their 
big day, and it was wall-to-wall people in 
many places, two to three deep all along 
the parade route from South Pine Avenue to 
Bordentown Ave., to Stevens Ave. then down 
Main St. and across to Broadway where it 
ended in front of City Hall.

If you were looking for a parking space 
near the parade route, it was almost mission 
impossible.  Consider yourself very lucky 
if you found one within 6-8 blocks of the 
main streets.

Vendors were kept busy before, during 
and after the parade, hawking their huge as-
sortment of St. Patrick’s Day items, which 
ranged from unique Irish hats, bracelets, 
air horns, yo-yo’s, pretzels, and just about 
anything you could imagine.  

Francis “Butch” Mulvey, a Vietnam-era  
veteran, served as Grand Marshal.  Betty 
Sturgis, chairwoman of the parade said that, 
“He is truly a dedicated individual.”  Also 
being honored were Deputy Grand Marshal  
James E. Cleary, and Honorary Grand Mar-
shal Joseph DeMarco.

The parade featured well-known politi-
cians, Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, 
Congressman Frank Pallone, South Amboy 

St. Patrick’s Parade    continued from page 1

Mayor Fred Henry, Middlesex County 
Freeholders, council members from South 
Amboy and Sayreville, and many more.

Thousands of participants and marchers 
came from local fire companies, emergency 
rescue squads, organizations, schools, busi-
nesses, and as far away as a Pipe & Drums 
from Ireland.   Local favorites as always,  the 
Col. D.B.  Kelly Pipe & Drums entertained 
the spectators with their outstanding music.  
A new feature this year was the crowd-pleas-
ing Funny Factory Clown Band from Colts 
Neck.  The kids loved them, and their color-
ful antics brought smiles to so many faces.  
In addition, there were countless floats and 
vehicles decorated to the hilt in Green, Irish 
dancers and so much more. 

South Amboy Councilman Michael 
“Mickey” Gross, who is a parade commit-
teeman stated that “This was the biggest and 
best parade ever.  The committee worked 
very hard, and our hats are off to this year’s 
chairwoman Betty Strugis, who did a great 
job.” 

Sturgis said that they are always looking 
for new committee members, and if you’re 
interested in joining the parade committee, 
go to: www.saparade.com.

RARITAN RIVER RAILROAD COMES TO SA!
The City of South Amboy and the 

Dowdell library have joined forces with the 
Milltown Historical Society and the Raritan 
River Chapter of the National Railway His-
torical Society to preserve the last remaining 
station on the Raritan River Railroad. The 
station is located on Washington Avenue in 
Milltown, New Jersey.

There will be an event on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 30th and May 1st to provide a 
forum for sharing   the story of the Raritan 
River Railroad’s origin in South Amboy; 
showcasing the preservation efforts  of the 
last remaining station on the line, and provid-
ing six toy train displays in various scales 
and from many time periods. The two day 
event at the Senior Citizen Center at 108 
South Stevens Avenue in South Amboy will 
include ongoing slide presentations and films 
depicting the history of the Raritan  River 
Railroad and life on the railroad. 

These local history organizations are 
seeking donations towards the cost of mov-
ing the Milltown station and building a 
foundation at the new site.  It is hoped that 
moving and building contractors will step 
forward and volunteer time, equipment, 
and materials.  Questions regarding the 
fundraising or donations of time, construc-
tion skills, equipment, or materials may be 
directed to the following members of the 

Milltown Historical Society: Kathy Heil-
man, President 732-227-1480  soygal05@
yahoo.com or Bruce Schwendeman, Curator 
732-828-0249.   Questions regarding mem-
bership in the Raritan River Chapter of the 
National Railway Historical Society should 
be sent to rrrrhs@gmail.com.  Visit www.
RaritanRiver-RR.com for more information 
on the Raritan River Railroad or contact Tom 
at  TomEReynolds@gmail.com. 

The City of South Amboy and the 
Dowdell Library will also be establishing a 
South Amboy Historical  Society.  The first 
meeting will take place on Monday, June 
6 at 6:30 pm at the Library.  Persons inter-
ested in participating could contact Mayor 
Fred Henry or Elaine R. Gaber, Library 
Director at732-721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

Make your mark on history by help 
preserving the last remaining Raritan River 
Railroad station or joining South Amboy’s 
newly formed historical society.  The RRR 
event will take place on Saturday, April 
30 from 10 am – 5 pm and Sunday, May 
1 from 12 noon to 4 pm.  Suggested dona-
tion is $5 per person or $12 for a family of 
three or more (children under 10 have free 
admission).  

Don’t miss “Raritan River Railroad 
Comes to South Amboy.”  Door prizes!

Cardinal McCarrick/
St Mary’s Gift and 
Tea Auction

Cardinal McCarrick High School / St. 
Mary’s High School is sponsoring their an-
nual “Gift & Tea Auction” Sunday, April 10, 
2011 from 2:00pm to 5:00pm (doors open at 
noon). Admission Price $15 Coffee/Tea and 
Dessert Included. Reserve a table for 10 and 
have a party at your table! Bring your own 
food. Don’t be left out, this event is always 
a sell-out! Only 400 tickets will be sold!! 
For more Information and to reserve a table 
call 732-721-0748 ext.244 or mmendoza@
cardinalmccarrick.com.

Baseball/Softball Players
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Obituaries
Agan, Anna B., 94, of South Amboy 

died on March 2.
Blanken, Marie Garbowski, 76, of 

Sayreville died on Feb. 26.
Conroy, Charles F., 70, of South Amboy 

died on Feb. 28.
Dalton, Sharon, 36, of Sayreville died 

on Feb. 25.
Eppinger, Ethel M., 79, of South Amboy 

died on March 8.
Estrada, Gabrielle J., 2 months, of South 

Amboy died on March 3.
Farparan, Vincent R., 50, of Parlin died 

on March 3.
Grant, Hazel C., 92, formerly of Morgan 

died on Feb. 23.
Iadevaia, Rose, 58, of Sayreville died 

on Feb. 23.
Kiernan, James E., 77, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 23.
Lotkowictz, Sylvester, 91, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Feb. 3.
Maher, Olga M., 74, of Sayreville died 

on March 6.
Mauro, Lewis H., 84, of South Amboy 

died on March 1.
Mosier, Harry C. Jr., 74, formerly of 

Sayreville died on 
Paros, Eleftherios “Ted,” 81, of Parlin 

died on March 3.
Payne, Janet F., 74, of Parlin died on 

Feb. 22.
Polera, Patricia M., 62, of Sayreville 

died on March 1.
Szumowski, Helen, 89, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 24.
Trotta, Josephine V., 82, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 27.
Whitney, Cayla Marie of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 17.

Madeline E. 
Bowerman

Madeline E. “Maddie” Burkard Bow-
erman 81, of Cliffwood Beach/Aberdeen 
passed away on Feb. 23 at home.  Born 
in South Amboy, and a St. Mary’s High 
School Class of 1947 graduate, she moved 
to Cliffwood Beach 60 years ago.  She 
was a homemaker, family historian and so 
much more.  Her greatest joy was spending 
time with her children and grandchildren.  
She also loved reading The South Amboy-
Sayreville Times about her hometown 
which she loved so much.

Madeline was predeceased by her 
parents Francis “Frank” Burkard in 1978, 
and Victoria Lytkowski Burkard in 1996; 
her beloved husband Walter H. in 1992; 
and a brother Francis “Frank” “Bucky” 
in 2001.  She is survived by her loving 
children, Walter J. Bowerman and his wife 
Jane, and Jessica M. Alfonoso; her dear 
siblings, Anna Sprague, Marie Shingola, 
Estelle Pluskota, Joseph Burkard, John 
Burkard,  The SA Times Publisher Tom 
Burkard; and her cherished grandchildren, 
John Paul Alfonso, Matthew Bowerman, 
Stacey Alfonso, Kevin Bowerman, An-
thony Alfonso and Janelle Bowerman.   
Day Funeral  Home in Keyport handled 
the visitation and funeral services. 

Opportunities 
For Eligible 
Unemployed 

Did you know that if you are unem-
ployed you may be eligible to enroll in oc-
cupation-specific training programs for free?  
Find out if you are eligible and what you need 
to do to take advantage of this opportunity.  
Representatives from the Department of 
Workforce Development and Workforce 
Investment Board will be conducting this 
workshop at Sayreville Public Library. 
Choose from two sessions on Thursday, 
April 7: either the 10:00-11:30AM ses-
sion or the 1:00-2:30PM session. Ensure 
you register for the correct session. 
If you have any questions about this 
program or would like to register, 
contact Alaina by phone at 732-727-
0212 x25 or email alainad@lmxac.org 
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This great shot was taken 
between 1976 and 1978 at the 
old Colonel’s Garter on Route 
35 North in South Amboy.  Art 
Stock was the owner of this 
establishment, which happened 
to be one of the top night clubs 
in the area at the time.  Former 
Morgan resident Gene Crowley 
who was the leader of the 
“Cowtown” band, recalled that 
“We played every Thursday 
night there for 5 years.  I think 
it’s some kind of record!  I 
remember when we first got 
the gig, I would take a picture 
of the marquee every week for 
the first few months.  It was 
cool to see the different bands 
up there with us every week.  
It was like hitting the big time.  
We had graduated to the Garter 
from a place on Jernee Mill 
Road called the Devil’s Den.”  
(Photo/info courtesy of Gene 
Crowley) 

KUZIE AND CAROL TOLD ME IT WAS 
SHERIDANS AND NOT THE HIDEAWAY

By Henny The DJ

That 60’s bar ‘to die for’ in Morgan that 
I kept calling“The Hideaway” last time  was 
in actually named “Sheridan’s”, and I want 
to thank Kuzie and Carol for straightening 
me out about that very important distinction. 
The reason for the name mix up is really very 
simple: Sheridan’s burnt down and the bar 
that rose like the mythical phoenix to replace 
it was, of course, The Hideaway.

It had to be in the Spring of 1966. I 
was out and about on my lunch hour and 
I ran into Gene Lopez and he asked me to 
take a little ride in his Sanitary Fuel truck. 
It was a beautiful, sunny day and riding 
with Gene was always fun because of his 
sarcastic wit, brutal honesty, and non suf-
ferance of fools. I guess maybe I just felt 
like some of his dark, sour, verbal abuse to 
counterbalance the sweetness of a beautiful, 
bright Spring day.

It didn’t take long to recognize the all 
too familiar route we were taking; it just 
felt different doing it in the daytime instead 
of late at night: up Bordentown Avenue, a 
left on Pine, bear right onto 35 South past 
Connie’s, a right at Joe Kozy’s and it had to 
be either Sheridan’s or The Old Spye Inn. I 
don’t know the name of the street Sheridan’s 
was on, but Lopy hung a left and there it 
was! The charred hulk of Gene’s brother, 
Frankie’s, Sheridan’s Tavern that had burnt 
almost down to the ground overnight.!

You know how it is with shock. At first 
it’s an eerie giddiness. You laugh a hollow, 
maniacal laugh. A frozen, involuntary grin 
comes on your face, but that smile is painted 
on and looks like a glued together broken, 
cheap, plastic doll’s face that could rebreak 
into a thousand pieces by the touch of a 
feather.

The initial shock over, I stumbled out 
of Lopy’s truck and crept up to the charred 
wall,  got down on my hands and knees, and 
peered through the bashed in cellar window 
to look down at the remains of “our” bar in 
the basement of the burned building. 

Immediately there was the incongruity 
of a distinctive warm burned out charcoal 
smell and a soggy, dripping cold wetness 
caused by the firemens’ attempt to drown 
out the fire, but, strangely, the actual look of 

the bar wasn’t that bad. Besides the caved-in 
center beam tilted to the floor, everything 
else looked ok. The small wooden bar to the 
left was fully stocked with Seagram’s, Jack 
Daniel’s, and Dewar’s. The glasses were all 
shiny and stacked in neat rows, and the bar 
stools stood patiently waiting for the regulars 
looking for their morning “eye openers”. 
The mirrors behind the bar were intact. The 
smoky mist that hung to the ceiling gave it 
almost a “disco-ee” dance hall effect. And 
there it was! Up against the far wall stood 
the immortal Sheridan’s jukebox stocked 
with all those fantastic bar songs. Many of 
them my own personal songs stacked in the 
jukebox by me!

Then a bad, bad feeling hit me and I 
thought, “Please tell me that all those songs 
are ok. It doesn’t look like the jukebox is 
damaged at all. .” I said, “Lope, the door 
looks open. Can we go down and check it 
out?” He gave a begrudging”Yes” and in a 
minute we were downstairs walking on the 
water soaked tiles over to the Wurlitzer. I 
hustled up and looked for my row of songs, 
but there were no records at all. What was 
inside the curved front of the jukebox was 
a big, black, molded, coal like lump of 
melted vinyl. 

 wish I had taken possession of that 
charred, smouldering lump of melted vinyl 
and I had the skills to mold it into a sculpture 
that I could name “A Bust of Henny the Fool-
ish contemplating the fiery demise of Little 
Richard, Chuck Jackson, Ben E. King, The 
Spirial Staircase, Johnny Cash and the guy 
who sang “ Ooo Papa Doo”, Part 1. Or even 
better …..”The Day the Music Fried”.

See you at Anthony’s every Friday 
night.

MISSING PERSONS 
– ST. MARY’S – 
CLASS OF 1960

We have not been able to locate our 
following classmates of St. Mary’s Class of 
1960, to notify them of our 50th Reunion at 
Anthony’s Bar and Grill ( formerly John’s 
Halfway House ) on Saturday April 30th, 
20011. If in any way you can notify one or 
more of them for us it would be greatly appre-
ciated. Please tell them to call Joe Sakowski 
at 732-583-8709 for more information. 

Robert Borberly, Cifford Carr, Nancy 
Coan,  Stephan Cody, Barbara Conway, 
Sheila Coward, Sndra DeClario, Ctherine Er-
ickson, Susan Farrel, Timothy Ford, Tommy 
Jancola, Dave La Mont, Lenny Lawson, 
Barbara Lukie, Richard Signorelli, Lillian 
Tobin, Elsie Sosinski, Dolores Wozniak.

Thanks. Henny Conroy and The Re-
union Committee.

“A Day In The 
Country” Trip

The Sayreville Seniors Thursday Club is 
sponsoring  “A Day In The Country” trip in 
the heart of the Pocono Mountains, Delaware 
Water Gap, and Stroudsburg, PA, on Wed. 
June 8.  The all-inclusive price is $70 per 
person.  This trip will include a trolley tour, 
luncheon, entertainment and shopping.  For  
complete details and reservations call Jack 
or Ann Floersch at 732-254-7263.
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