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Police Memorial Day Service
By Tom Burkard

Over 200 people turned out to pay hom-
age and remember deceased members of 
the South Amboy Police Dept. at its Annual 
Police Memorial Day Service, which was 
held in front of City Hall.  The beautifully 
organized event afforded the Police Depart-
ment and the public an opportunity to pay 

tribute to the late and beloved officers.   The 
Service, which began in 1995, drew many 
retired police officers and their families, as 
well as other law enforcement officers from 
neighboring communities as well as   New 
Jersey State Policemen.

Incumbents, 
Newcomer Win

In the Borough of Sayreville Board 
of Education election, Incumbents Phyllis 
Batko and Michael J. Macagnone, along 
with newcomer Beth DePinto were victori-
ous.  Batko topped the voting with 1,640, 
followed by DePinto 1,595, and Macagnone 
1,476.  Incumbent Pasquale “Pat” Lembo 
fell short with 1,398 tallies.

The school tax levy for $52,146,255 was 
approved by a narrow 1,409-1,389 votes.

Kern, Jankowski, 
Smith

Win In South 
Amboy

Incumbents Janet Kern and Stanley 
Jankowski, and write-in, Phil Smith were 
winners in the South Amboy Board of Edu-
cation election.  Kern finished with the top 
score of 354 votes, followed by Jankowski 
with 333, and Smith got 52 votes and will 
replace long-time board member Ed Camp-
bell, who chose not to run.

The school tax levy for $7,975, 677 was 
approved by a very close 272-261 margin.

Phillips Resigns
As Mayor

Old Bridge Mayor Jim Phillips, a 1971 
St. Mary’s H.S. graduate recently retired 
after 2 terms at the top post due to health 
issues, which are the result of a diabetes-
related illness.  Phillips officially stepped 
down on April 25, nearly 8 months before 
the completion of his second 4-year term.  
He is also the Middlesex County treasurer, 
and will use sick leave for treatments.

Jim has had a most successful career in 
politics, and in addition to serving as mayor 
of Old Bridge, he served as a New Jersey 
state senator and also a Middlesex County 
freeholder.  Phillips also served on various 
municipal and county government bodies, as 
well as Old Bridge and Middlesex County 
planning boards and utilities authorities.

Congratulations Jim on your outstand-
ing career, and our thoughts and prayers 
are with you!

Campbell Wins 
Honor

South Amboy’s E.J. Campbell, a senior 
Radio/Television/Film major at Rowan 
University, along with two other students 
produced a pair of award-winning documen-
taries.  The Society of Professional Journal-
ists Region 1 Mark of Excellence Awards 
honored “Facing Facebook” which examines 
what the social media website offers to people 
who use it.  The documentary explores 
relationships, marketing, and the overall 
impact of Facebook on college students.  
This production garnered third place in the 
Radio-In-Depth Reporting category.

The trios’ “Rowan University-Build-
ing A Boulevard” captured first place in 
the same category, and will compete in the 
SPJ national competition in September.  
Congratulations, E.J.!

Burns Retires As 
Police Chief

Sayreville Police Chief Michael Burns 
retired effective May 20 after an outstand-
ing career that spanned over 30 years on the 
Borough’s Police force.  Burns became chief 
in early 2010, when he replaced Chief Ed-
ward Szkodny, who retired.  Congratulations 
and best wishes for a great retirement!

Sayreville Drum 
Line

Wins State Title
The Sayreville War Memorial HS Indoor 

Drum Line captured the USSBA New Jersey 
Indoor State Championship with a score of 
89.90.  The students did a superb job on the 
song, “Don’t Fear The Reaper” according 
to indoor drum line director Jack Myatt.  
Congratulations!

Bera Girls 
Performed 

In New York City
Sayreville’s talented Bera sisters, Mag-

gie and Taylor, recently performed in a New 
York City musical “Helen On 86th Street,” 
which was held at the American Theatre of 
Actors Chermuchin Theater on West 54th 
Street.

Taylor, a 12-year old, 7th grade student 
at Sayreville Middle School played the lead 
role as Vita, and her sister Maggie, a 16-year 
old sophomore at Sayreville War Memorial 
HS, was in the ensemble and played the role 
of Ruby.   Maggie recently was on TV on 
Showtime’s “The Big C.”  Congratulations 
Maggie and Taylor! 

Memorial Day 
Parade

The Sayreville Memorial Day Parade 
will be held on Monday, May 30 starting at 
10 a.m.  The lineup will be at Outlook Ave.  
off Washington Rd.  The parade will finish 
at Borough Hall on Main Street.  For more 
info call 732-390-7092/7096.

Zebrowski Chosen 
Sayreville

Police Chief
John Zebrowski was selected the new 

Police Chief of the Borough of Sayreville 
recently.  Zebrowski has had an exemplary 
career with the Sayreville Police Dept., work-
ing his way up through the ranks, including 
one year as captain of the Administration 
Bureau, and a year as captain of the Detec-
tive Bureau.  Chief Zebrowski succeeds 
Chief Michael Burns, who retired on May 
20.  Congratulations and best of luck!

Rev. Dennis R. Weezorak (c), Pastor of St. Mary Church celebrates the 25th Anniversary 
of his Priestly Ordination with a Mass on May 15.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Father Dennis Celebrates 
25th Anniversary

By Tom Burkard

continued on page 14

On May 15th, Rev. Dennis R. Weezorak, 
Pastor of St. Mary Church was honored with 
a gala celebration commemorating the 25th 
Anniversary of his priestly ordination.

The big day kicked off with a very spe-
cial 2 p.m. Mass of Thanksgiving before a 
crowd of over 500 at St. Mary Church, with 

family, friends and parishioners coming out 
to pay tribute to the priest that means so much 
to so many.  There were 10 priests in atten-
dance from all over the country including 
Father Hilary Thomas, who came all the way 
from England.  Father Dennis’ entire family 

continued on page 33

Joanne Durski  is pictured with her family following the Police Memorial Day Service at 
South Amboy’s City Hall.  Joanne placed the beautiful memorial wreath with her children.  
Her husband was the very popular and highly-respected Det. Raymond T. Durski, who 
passed away last year.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post # 62 of South Amboy leads the annual Memorial Day 
Parade held in South Amboy on May 21st.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Remember Our VeteransTHE
SOUTH AMBOY
★★★★ SAYREVILLE
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The 2011 inductees into the Sayreville High School Hall of Fame were honored during a 
dinner on April 30th. They are (l-r) Martin Rooney, Ann Marie Szczepanik, Dana VanPell-
Pastirik, Derek Wan, James Applegate, & Toni Beninato. (Photo Submitted) 

Master Sergeant Brian DeBlis (r), formerly of South Amboy recently retired from the United 
States Air Force after serving 20 years. Capt. Daniel Boyarski (l) congratulates Brian.  During 
his illustrious career, he was sent on several  deployments and received impressive awards 
and decorations.  Brian is the son of Mary Lou DeBlis of South Amboy, and the late Rich 
DeBlis.  Congratulations Brian on an excellent career!  (Photo Submitted)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.This South Amboy resident was a 

regular cast member on Milton Berle’s 
TV show in the 1950’s?  a.Charles Walters 
b.Marco Marcella c.Johnny Gachowski

2.Who was Sayreville’s Magistrate in 
1983?  a.John Everett b.Herbert Bierman 
c.John Lucitt

3.In 1977, this sub shop was located on 
the corner of John St. and South Broadway 
in South Amboy?  a.Jo-Tom’s b.SA Subs & 
More c.Mario’s

4.In 1976, this bar was not located on 
Route 35 in the Melrose section of Sayre-
ville?  a.The Playpen Lounge b.Malibu Inn 
c.Lagoda’s Bar & Grill

5.This South Amboy resident was ac-
cepted to West Point Academy in 1956?  
a.Robert Hackett b.James Yanos c.Peter 
Porga

6.How many ice cream stores did the 
Borough of Sayreville have in ’73?  a.3 
b.5 c.7

7.St. Mary’s  HS Student Council 
President in 1947?  a.Jean Dooling b.Regina 
Minnick c.Claude Regan 

8.Who was president of the Sayreville 
Senior Citizens Club in 1975?  a.Joseph 
Kupsch b.Anna O’Rourke c.Frank Zrebiec

9.This restaurant/bar was located at 
132 South Broadway in ’77?  a.John & 
Mary’s Steak & Brew b.The Bottle Stop 
c.The Yard Arm

10.In 1973, where was Kelly’s Bar 
located in Sayreville?  a.Jernee Mill Rd. 
b.Main St. c.Washington Rd.

11.Director of the South Amboy Senior 
Citizen Center in 1983?  a.Mary Kay Noble 
b.Mary Lou DeBlis c.Stefanie Lemongello

12.In ’77, where was Lee’s Shack lo-
cated in Sayreville?  a.Route 9 b.MacArthur 
Ave. c.Roosevelt Ave. 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Marrone Leaves Sky Blue
Former South Amboy resident, Gerry 

Marrone resigned from his General Manager 
position with Sky Blue FC Women’s Soccer 
team, and is now Executive Vice-President 
at Pierce Promotions.  Gerry had a terrific 
run with Sky Blue, guiding them to the 
league’s first championship in 2009.  Best 
of luck, Gerry!
Readers Help Appreciated, But…

A special thank you to the anonymous 
SA Times reader who sent in old newspaper 
clippings of the 1930’s Sacred Heart baseball 
team that appeared in the South Amboy Citi-
zen in 1960, and Enterprise Hook & Ladder 
Company’s Clambake which appeared in 
the Evening News in 1962.  Unfortunately, 
photos from old newspapers do not print 
well when transferred.  We need the original 
copies of pictures, and if you can, please 
e-mail them to: satimes@aol.com or send 
by mail to: SA Times, PO Box 3027, South 
Amboy, NJ 08879. 
Proud To Be Polish

In last month’s issue, we ran a submitted 
photo of an unidentified youngster holding a 
sign that read, “Proud to be Polish.”  We’re 
informed that it was Nick Wilson, a Sacred 
Heart School student, who was obviously 
very proud of his heritage.   A special thank 
you to Paula K. Duffy for a great picture!   
Correction

Our sincere apologies go out to Martha 
McKeon Hartle, who was mistakenly identi-
fied last month as Doris Hanson in the picture 
on page 1 of the Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s award winners.  Martha is very active 
in the community, and serves as chairperson 
of the Sayreville Senior Planners.
In Memoriam

Madeline Purcell, 93, formerly of South 
Amboy died on April 19.  She was a kind-
hearted lady, who always had something nice 
to say to everyone.  Patricia Michel, 68, of 
Sayreville died on May 2.  She was a Police 

Answers
1b 2b 3c 4b 5a 6a 7c 8a 9c 10c 

11a 12c.
continued on page 14
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

E& G Exterminators

E & G Exterminators, located at 122 North Broadway, South Amboy, is one of 
the finest professional services in its field.  E & G has been in business for 30 years, 
providing commercial, household, and industrial pest control throughout the state 
of New Jersey.

E & G has many specialties including termites, carpenter ants, structural damage 
repairs with all types of rodent control, including bats, squirrels, raccoons, ground 
hogs, rats, and mice.  A huge part of E & G now is treating for bed bugs, also using 
bed bug sniffing dogs upon request.

In addition, E & G provides the following services: bird control, odor control, 
tick control, flea control, of homes and businesses, yard clean-ups and debris removal, 
general maintenance, and also install climate controlled automatic vents.

First-time customers receive a 10% discount and FREE pest inspection.  Senior 
citizens receive a 15% discount.  E & G not only offers excellent customer care, but 
also 24-hour service.  They are always just a phone call away to help you.  

Under the watchful eyes of owner Edward Gorczynski and general manager 
Charles Volk, the staff of 25 highly-skilled professionals are ready to service all 
your pest problems.  All of E & G’s technicians are fully trained with NJDEP.  E & 
G is committed to quality service, as well as excellence in getting the job done right 
the first time, serving satisfied customers-nursing homes, hospitals, schools, hotels, 
motels, food handling institutions, restaurants, and catering halls, corporate facilities, 
warehouses, municipal government buildings, and of course the homeowners.

A leader in the industry, E & G’s reputation is built on reliability and knowledge-
able control methods.  All references are provided.  The motto of E & G Exterminators 
is, “Let E & G take care of what’s bugging you!”

Customized Service Plans-quarterly, monthly, or yearly service, log documenta-
tion, USDA & FDA reports are available.  E & G Exterminators is a member in good 
standing of NJ Pest Control Association; National Pest Management Association; 
Better Business Bureau; and the Chamber of Commerce.  Owner Ed Gorczynski was 
selected 2003 “Business Leader of the Year” for South Amboy by the Old Bridge-
South Amboy-Sayreville Chamber of Commerce.

Remember, when you’re having problems with pests, call E & G Extermina-
tors and speak with the any of the friendly and courteous staff consisting of Janet, 
Karen, Al, and Rich.  Call for a FREE inspection and estimate at 732-721-6368 or 
1-800-564-6368. 

“SA THEATRE GETS READY TO ROCK!”
Mecca Entertainment, LLC (Formerly Triple H Productions) & The Studio™, in 

collaboration with the City of South Amboy Department of Recreation, are proud to an-

nounce auditions for the central NJ premier of 
“Disney’s Camp Rock – The Musical” at the 
South Amboy Middle-High School Theatre. 
Performances will take place July 22-24. 

Auditions are by appointment only and 
are open to all students in Grades 5-12. All 
roles are open and the staff is seeking diverse, 
triple-threat performers from across the 
region to take part in this once in a lifetime 
opportunity. Auditions will be held at the 
South Amboy YMCA (200 John T. O’Leary 
Blvd.) as follows: 

Thursday, June 2 & Friday, June 3: 
SINGERS & ACTORS ONLY. 6pm-9pm. 
Performers are asked to prepare 16 bars 
of two contrasting songs in the style of the 
show. Singers must bring sheet music. An 
accompanist will be present. No “a capella” 
singing, ipods or karaoke tracks will be 
allowed. Actors can choose to prepare a 
1-minute monologue (optional). 

Saturday, June 4: DANCERS ONLY. 
12pm-3pm. An open call for performers 
who consider dance and movement as their 
primary strength – especially those with 
experience in hip-hop, modern, and jazz. A 
dance combination will be taught, reviewed 
and tested. 

Students & Parents can call the Studio 
offices at (732) 910-7006 for more informa-
tion and register for an audition appointment 
by visiting the “AUDITIONS” page at 
www.mecca-entertainment.com - students 
and parents are also encouraged to follow 
the group on Facebook & Twitter for the 
most detailed and up to date information. 

Students must be available for the entirety 
of tech week before the show and for all 
performances. The rehearsal process will 
be intense (ranging from 4-6 rehearsals per 
week, depending on role) and there will be 
a strict attendance policy - therefore please 
weigh all possible conflicts before audition-
ing. There is no fee to audition, however 
students who accept a role(s) offered will 
be required to submit company and costume 
dues. (More information will be available 
at auditions.) Tickets for performances will 
be $15 for adults and $12 for students and 
senior citizens. Tickets will be on sale to 
the public starting on June 13 and can be 
reserved by calling the Studio. 

Music Theatre International, who li-
censes the show, describes the show as fol-
lows: “This summer at camp was supposed 
to be all about the music and having the time 
of their lives. But the new, flashy Camp Star 
across the lake now threatens Camp Rock’s 
very existence. To keep the doors open, 
Mitchie steps up, rallies her fellow Camp 
Rockers, and gets them into top shape for 
the ultimate showdown! This new musical 
based on the hit Disney Channel Original 
Movies Camp Rock and Camp Rock 2: The 
Final Jam will fire up the South Amboy stage 
with over a dozen songs, including “This Is 
Me,” “Can’t Back Down,” “It’s On,” and “We 
Rock.” This production is being produced 
by Wilfredo Hernandez and will be Directed 
by Joshua Levin - with Musical Direction 
by Nicholas Kaminski and Choreography 
by Anja Lynn Deitmer. 

The fine staff of E&G Exterminating is (l-r) Janet Borruso, Karen Jones, Al Polanski, 
and Owner Ed Gorczynski. (Photo By Tom Burkard)
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Sayreville held its annual BIC Charity Softball Challenge on April 30th, 2011. The event 
helps to raise money for the Brain Injured Children of Sayreville. 4 teams competed in a 
one pitch tournament for the championship. The BIC and the Sayreville Buddy Ball program 
took the field at 2:00pm with the assistance of the Sayreville Bombers Softball Team. Thank 
you to all for making the event a success.  (Photo Submitted)

Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1976
By Tom Burkard

Rev. James McConnell was St. Mary’s 
Pastor, and Sister Marianne Mahon was 
principal.  Gary Schreiber was Dean of 
Discipline.  Some of the fine faculty mem-
bers were Kathleen O’Keefe, Sr. Robertina 
Bulman, Sr. Nathaniel Kurtz, Susan Russo, 
William Coyle, Richard Jones, Mary Reilly, 
Susan Bratton, Andrew Joyce.

Co-Editors –in-Chief of the yearbook 
were Debbie Honkisz and Gail Ksiazek.  
Editors-in-Chief of the “Crown” newspa-
per were Michael Cleary, Jean Muchanic, 
and John Ross.  The Christmas program 
featured the Chorus under the direction of 
Carol Wilmar.  The school play was “The 
Wizard of Oz.”  Eileen Collins was chosen 
“Homecoming Queen.”  Beautiful memories 
were made at the Christmas Ball on Dec. 19, 
1975 at Diamond Jim’s.  “The Times of Your 
Life” was the theme for the prom, which 
was held at Battleground Country Club in 
Freehold.  Students danced to the music of 
the band “Colorado.”

The athletic coaches and their sports 
were: girls’ varsity basketball-Sr. Marianne 

Chorba; softball-Mary Jo Kuegle; boys 
tennis-Ted Jensen; girls tennis-Art Dowty; 
golf-Gene Malhame.

SMHS ’76 grads randomly selected 
were: Jim Attardi, Tom Balance, Donna 
Bielat, the late George Cattano, Tom Cosen-
tino, Brian Crowe, Maureen Dohaney, Sue 
Eaton, Nancy Flannery, Sue Gomolka, the 
late Paul Higgins, Carol Kaminski, George 
Kline, Terri Ann Meade, Larry McMahon, 
Joanne Norek, Kathy O’Malley, Glenn 
Quinton, Lorna Rupp, Mark Servis, Robert 
Stratton, Loretta Toto, Marianne Wooley, 
Kathy Konando.

Some senior athletes included Ray 
Akerman, John Belmonte, Mike Cleary, 
Mike Grimley, Matt Kurtz, John Miller, 
John Minnick, Charles Rhodes, Bob Scupp, 
Steve Zrebiec.

St. Mary’s HS Class of 1976 was a 
group of fine young people with tremendous 
potential and very bright futures!

God- Break
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1995

Time out!  Hold your horses!  Chill out!  
Calm down!  Count to 10!
Take a God- Break
Bills to pay, important dates, driving every-
one everywhere.
Doctors, lawyers, taxes, crime.
Take a God-Break
Demands, demands.  Work, children, 
spouse.
Confusion, agitation, disillusion.
Take a God- Break
Headache, worry, turmoil.  
Unsafe, uncertain, undone.
Take a God -Break
Soothe, restore, heal.  Close your eyes.
In the light of your mind, whisper:
“Please God!  Thank you, God!”
That’s the God-Break.

Strawberry Fields 
in New Jersey

Red, sweet, juicy strawberries are the 
first fruits of the season. For ages these scar-
let berries have been a symbol of love and 
perfection. In the 19th century strawberries 
from Bergen County were considered among 
the best in the nation. Today strawberries 
are grown throughout New Jersey for the 
“pick-your-own” market. Come learn the 
history and folklore of this fascinating berry 
on Monday, June 6 from 6:30-8:00 PM! 
Presenter Judith Krall–Russo has enjoyed a 
lifelong love of foods, especially embracing 
the rich agriculture of her home state –New 
Jersey. As a result of her independent stud-
ies and knowledge of the history and trends 
surrounding many popular New Jersey foods 
and beverages, Ms. Krall-Russo is a regular 
lecturer and seminar organizer across the 
state and a fan favorite at the Sayreville 
Public Library. Register online at www.
sayrevillelibrary.org. Contact Alaina for 
more information at 732-727-0212 x25 or 
email: alainad@lmxac.org.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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On April 29, all members of the South Amboy Police Dept. received training on protective 
measures for a terrorist attack.  Officers were given an overview of terrorist activities and 
proper response tactics in the event of an attack.  They were also issued protective suits 
and respirators plus training in donning the equipment.  The equipment was provided by 
the State of New Jersey and Middlesex County through Homeland Security.  In photo, Sgt. 
Brian McCabe (r) checks the protective suit on Ptl. Mike Kelly (l).  (Photo/info submitted)

Nuzzie, Marchione Win “Arny” Award

Arts & Crafts Registration
Registration for the City of South 

Amboy’s Summer Arts and Crafts Program 
will begin on June 6th and run through to 
June 30th.  The program is run by the City’s 
Recreation Department.  Registration is open 
to residents of South Amboy ONLY.  Boys 
and girls ages 4 ½ through 12 are eligible to 
register.  The program will run from Tuesday, 
July 5th- Friday, July 29th at four different 
parks in the City, from 9:00am till 12 Noon.  
In case of inclement weather, the program 

will still go on at the “old” Senior Center 
at 108 So. Stevens Avenue.  Parent MUST 
stay with children 5 years of age or under.  
Anyone wishing to register can go to the Rec 
Office/Senior Center on the second floor of 
the YMCA.  Registrations will be accepted 
daily from 8:30am till 3:30pm, Monday 
through Friday.  For additional information 
please call 732-316-8212 or email deblism@
southamboynj.gov.

South Amboy’s Robert Nuzzie and 
Aubree Marchione won best overall film 
award at the 1st Annual Arnold Sports Film 
Festival for their production “Perspective: 
The Nick Scott Story.”  The film was about 
Scott, who is 28 years old, and was injured 
in a car accident at 16, and lost the use of his 
legs, but was motivated to drive himself to 

become a record-holding power lifter.
Nuzzie and Marchione, who are both 

actors, were presented the award by the 
former California Governor/movie super-
star/world renowned body builder, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.  The talented duo started 
their own production company, 2B Entertain-
ment, two years ago.  Congratulations!
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The resurfaced walkway and new fence have been installed at Waterfront Park.  (Photos 
by Tom Burkard)

Pictured are the new wooden stairs leading to the beachfront at Waterfront Park.

Progress At Raritan 
Bay Waterfront 
Park

By Steve Schmid
Workers continue to repair the Raritan 

Bay Waterfront Park which was hit by the 
March 13, 2010 nor’easter that caused 
approximately $1.5 million worth of dam-
age.  The storm heavily eroded the park’s 
waterfront, and destroyed several sections 
of the walkway and fences by undermining 
the land.  The Middlesex County Dept. of 
Parks and Recreation has been working since 
last spring to repair the damage and make 
improvements to prevent damage from future 
storms.  Middlesex County Director of Parks 
and Recreation Ralph Albanir said the county 
had allocated $2.3 million to improve the 
park when the nor’easter struck.  He said the 
improvements include installation of natural 
stones and boulders which come together and 
create a solid barrier along the bay to resist 
further erosion from waves and water.  The 
walkway is being resurfaced and a new fence 
has been installed.  New stairways leading to 
the beach have been built.  County officials 
hope the repair work will be completed in 
time for this summer.

Cardinal McCarrick HS offers Summer 
Program

Friends of the 
Library Book Sale!

Fill a bag with books for only $8.00! 
Choose from a great selection of titles with 
something for all ages. Sayreville Public 
Library, Sunday, June 12 from 1:30-3:30 PM. 
Bags will be supplied by the Friends. 

Seniors Hunterdon 
Hills Playhouse Trip

The OLV Senior Group will be sponsor-
ing a bus trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse 
on Saturday, October 1,  2011 to see “It’s 
Great To Be Alive!” starring the Tim Gillis 
Band and “Crazy Elmer.” This Branson-
Style Country Variety Show will feature 
some great songs about something we can 
all relate to: LIFE. 

The cost of the trip is $75.00 which 
includes ticket to the show, full lunch, bus 
transportation, bus gratuity, and a snack on 
return trip. The bus will leave from OLV 
lower parking lot at 9:30AM and return 
at 5PM. 

Choices of entrees are: Yankee Pot 
Roast, Catch of the Day, Fried Shrimp & 
Scallops, Breast of Chicken w/stuffing, and 
Country Platter (chicken and ribs).

For further information or questions, 
contact Joe at 732-257-4351 or Tom at 
732-254-9276.

You may mail a check written to OLV 
Seniors and include your choice of entrée. 
Send all correspondence to: Joe Kabara, 18 
Kupsch St. Sayreville, NJ 08872

Open to all school’s Freshman Class 
of 2015 students, the Summer Study Skills 
Workshop will be offered  Mon-Fri, June 
27-July 1, 2011 and Tue-Fri, July 5 – July 
8, 2011 from 9:00am to 12:00pm 

This Program will give students the 
opportunity to experience the high school 
environment. While also learning principles 
of math, reading, writing and science to 
give them a head start in their high school 
education. Certain to start friendships and 
acquaintances with other students before 
they even start school!

Guaranteeing High School Success 
with this focused program, including: Time 
Management, Organizational Skills, Note 
Taking Skills, Writing Seminar, Summer 
Reading Instruction, Hands-On Math & Sci-

ence Activities, Standardized Test Strategies 
(PSAT/SAT/ACT).

All taught by a Team of CMHS Faculty 
Members. The cost is $199 per Student

For additional information call 732 721 
0748 x 244 or visit the school website:www.
cardinalmccarrick.com

Waterfront Park Improvements
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Jessica Skarzynski  is all smiles, displaying her medal after participating and completing 
her first half-marathon, on Sunday, April 17th.  The marathon was sponsored by Rutgers 
University under the Unite Banner.  Congrats Jess, nice run!   (Photo/info courtesy of Clem 
Skarzynski) 

Indoor/Outdoor 
Flea Market

St. Mary’s will hold an Indoor/Outdoor 
Flea Market in the school cafeteria (Stevens 
Ave. &  Second St.)  and the inner parking 
lot off Augusta St. on Sat., June 11 from 7:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Indoor tables are $20 and 
outdoor tables $10 (bring your own table). 

A table will be set up to help St. Mary’s 
Food Pantry, please bring non-perishable 
items (please check expiration dates).  Also, 
they will be accepting any used clothing, 
accessories, stuffed animals, and linens 
(towels, sheets, comforters) for their cloth-
ing drive.  Refreshments will be on sale in 
the cafeteria. 

  For complete info and to reserve your 
space, call Angel at 732-501-5133.

Scholarships 
Awarded By
Xavier University

Andrew Eppinger of South River has 
accepted a Dean’s Award from Xavier 
University in Cincinnati.  He will graduate 
from Cardinal McCarrick HS, and is active 
in athletics and yearbook.  He plans to major 
in entrepreneurship at Xavier.  Andrew is the 
son of Monica and Raymond Eppinger.

Kevin Holt of Spring Lake, has accepted 
a Buschmann Award from Xavier University.  
He is active in athletics.  Kevin is the son of 
Jacqueline and Thomas Holt, and grandson 
of Arvid and Peggy Holt of South Amboy.
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The 1950 South Amboy Explosion-
61 Years Ago

(Photos courtesy of Lester & Esther Buickerood)

Harold G. Hoffman High School suffered lots of damage from the South Amboy Explosion 
on May 19, 1950.  Most of the windows in the school were broken from the blast.

Pictured by the front of Hoffman High School 
are military personnel who were called on the 
scene after the explosion.  The Red Cross set 
up a special emergency room at the school, 
notice the cross on the door.

This rare photo shows the CBS News vehicle on the scene covering the 1950 South Amboy 
Explosion on Augusta Street near the Trust Company bank (Now Wells Fargo).
*For more information, stories, photos, comments on the South Amboy Explosion of 1950, go 
to The SA Times website at: thesatimes.com, and see the May 29, 2010 issue, page 23; May 
through Aug. 2009 issues (4-part series by Bill Garnett); June 3, 2000 issue, page 14.  

55 Years Ago
June 13, 1956-Sayre Woods Shopping 

Center opened to the public for the first 
time.  The new state-of-the-art shopping 
center consisted of a 1,500 car parking area, 
and an initial group of 14 stores, including 
major chain organizations.  Saul Canter 
and Paul Goldman built the $5 million re-
tail development, which is now known as 
Gateway Plaza. 

Cut-A-Thon for 
Pancreatic Cancer  

The Hair Shop located at 3188 Wash-
ington Road, Parlin, 732-727-5305, will be 
holding their annual “Cuts for a Cure” cut-a-
thon for Pancreatic Cancer on Sunday, June 
5th from 10am-4pm.   Proceeds will benefit 
the Lustgarten Foundation for Pancreatic 
Cancer Research in memory of Jack and 
Candida Lavery who were the parents of 
Maryann Lavery Minnella, owner of The 
Hair Shop.  

The charge for a haircut - wet or dry (no 
blow drying) is $ 20 per person.

Food an beverages will be available for 
purchase along with several raffles for great 
prizes.  There will also be a DJ to entertain 
the crowd.    
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Peterpank Diner managers “Lady” Alex Panko (l) and Mary Sohor (r) are pictured at the first 
Friday night car show of the year.  Come on out and see this vintage Corvette and many 
more beautiful cars every Friday night from 6-9 p.m. at The Peterpank Diner on Route 9 
north, Sayreville.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Sadie Pope Dowdell Library Director Elaine Gaber (r) presents a gift to Courtney Anne 
Tooker (l), who returned to South Amboy to present a very special Computer Graphics 
Exhibition of her works.  There were over 100 people on hand to view her outstanding and 
unique creations.  Courtney Anne’s proud grandparents are Camille and Robert Tooker of 
South Amboy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

St. Stan’s Students 
On Live Webcast

St. Stanislaus Kostka’s 6th grade stu-
dents participating in the JASON Project’s 
science programs have been selected from 
among their peers worldwide to appear on 
a live science webcast with Dr. Robert D. 
Ballard, the oceanographer and explorer best 
known for discovering the Titanic.

Ballard, who is JASON’s founder and 
chairman, was joined by Dr. Katy Croff 
Bell, a recent Ph.D. recipient from the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island’s Graduate School 
of Oceanography.  Bell is Chief Scientist 
of Ballard’s vessel of exploration, the E/V 
Nautilus, and a National Geographic Emerg-
ing Explorer.

The webcast connected classrooms 
everywhere with the 2 explorers, and 
originated at JASON’s studio in Ashburn, 
on the northern Virginia campus of George 
Washington University.

JASON’s inspires and educates students 
by connecting them to real science and explo-
ration.  Its next generation digital curricula 
combine rigorous, standards-based content 
with live scientific events, hands-on labs 
and field assignment, interactive simulations 
and games, videos, and social media.  All 
curricula are aligned to state, national, and 
international standards and assessments. 

Car Blesssing
The South Amboy Knights of Columbus 

Council #426 is sponsoring the annual bless-
ing of cars on Tues., May 31 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the school parking lot on Second St., South 
Amboy.  Rain date is Wed., June 1.  For more 
info call Steve at 732-727-1707.

Doo Wop At 
Sayreville

The Borough of Sayreville’s Cultural 
Arts Council will sponsor a concert by RB 
Express Doo Wop Band on Thurs., June 2, 
7:30 p.m. at the Senior Center on Main St.  
Admission is FREE, and there will be light 
refreshments.  All ages welcome.  Any ques-
tions call 732-690-4712.

Sayreville 
Emergency Squad 
Celebrates 75 Years 

 In honor of our 75th year of providing 
emergency medical services to the com-
munity, the Sayreville Emergency Squad 
is hosted a day of celebration on Sunday,  
May 22, 2011.  At 9am, an emergency 
vehicle parade will begin at Boro Hall on 
Main Street and will conclude at the squad 
headquarters located at 776 Washington 
Rd, in the Parlin section of Sayreville.  
Festivities will then begin at 10am at the 
squad building and will run through 5pm.  
The celebration at the squad building included 
a health fair, food, children’s activities, prizes 
and a display of emergency vehicles and res-
cue equipment.  We invite all to come and cel-
ebrate this monumental anniversary with us. 
The Sayreville Emergency Squad, Inc. is 
a volunteer organization founded in 1936 
to serve the emergency medical needs of 
our town.  Answering over 200 calls for 
help each month, we are always available, 
day and night. Most remarkable is that 
patients are never charged for our services. 
All of our operating costs are paid for by 
generous donations made by Sayreville’s 
residents.  SES volunteers venture out in 
the harshest of weather conditions and 
sacrifice holidays and time with their 
families to come to the aid of those in 
need of emergency medical assistance.  
For additional information about this event 
please contact the SES at: 732-390-7011 or 
visit our website at www.sayrevilleems.com  

125th Anniversary 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group still has cook-
books available for sale. Be one of the pa-
rishioners who has a copy of this memorable 
compilation of delicious parish recipes. 
Cookbooks are available at the pastoral 
center or contact Teri at (732) 727-7639. 
The sale price is two for $10.00. 
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45 Years Ago-The South Amboy Fire Dept. is pictured battling a huge fire at the old St. 
Mary’s High School on Augusta St. in South Amboy, on May 4, 1966.  The structure was 
destroyed, and a new St. Mary’s, was built, and opened in 1968. (The school is now Cardinal 
McCarrick High School).
* For more information, stories, comments and photos about the St. Mary’s Fire of 1966, go 
to The SA Times website at: thesatimes.com., and see the April 29, 2006, issue, page 6.

This picture was taken at a St. Mary’s HS 
dance held in the cafeteria  about 1961.  
Ray Andrejewski brought his Webcor record 
player from home and made  arrangements 
to have the PA microphone in front of the 
speakers.  This was  the forerunner of disco.  
The guy holding the record may be Ray  
Andrejewski, below him is Jim Charlton, 
to his right is John Toscano,  uppermost is 
Gary Sczepanik, to his right is Gene Creed, 
at the right with the  “C” on his sweater is 
George Robertson, and showing his muscle 
fist is Larry  Hanko.  Other’s names are 
unknown.  Any readers recognize anyone?  
Please email info to Ray Andrejewski, 
raylor4@aol.com. (Photo/Info courtesy of 
Ray Andrejewski)

One World, Many 
Stories @ the 
Dowdell Library

The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library is 
looking forward to a great summer; begin-
ning with the new South Amboy Historical 
Society’s first meeting on Monday, June 6 
at the library.  The meeting will start at 6:30 
pm and residents of all ages are welcome.  
Refreshments will be available.

Additionally, Wallaby Tales featuring 
live animals will visit on Thursday, 

July 14 at 3:45 pm; and Caryn Lin’s 
Bach to Rock event will take place on 
Monday, August 22 at 6:15 pm.  So, hold 
those dates!

There will also be a Novel Destinations 
program for adults.

The library’s summer calendar will be 
ready in June, so don’t forget to pick up 
a copy or view it on the web site: www.
dowdell.org

For more information, contact the 
library at 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

Teen Lock-In at the 
South Amboy Y!

The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 
be hosting a Lock-In for Y members aged 
13-16, geared towards keeping kids off drugs 
and alcohol.  The Lock-In will start at 10pm 
on Friday, June 3rd and last until 7am on 
Saturday, June 4th.  The Y will provide a night 
full of entertainment, music, and fun!

Teens will have access to the pool until 
12:30am, and have the option to play Wii, 
watch movies, or play board games all night.  
Food will be provided at the beginning of the 
night, and snacks will be served throughout 
the Lock-In.  Special guest Steve Rose, a 
talented magician, will be putting on a 45 
minute magic show followed by 15 minutes 
of close up magic from 1-2am.  The gym 
will be open play from 10pm until the magic 
show starts; and will have scheduled games 
of basketball, volleyball and kickball after the 
show through the early morning hours.

The cost is $25 per member.  Please 
visit the Welcome Desk of the South Amboy 
YMCA to register for the Lock-In.  Space is 
limited.  For more information, contact Mike 
Manfre at 732-316-8208 or mike.manfre@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

Eagles Bingo 
Community Night 

Cardinal McCarrick/St.Mary’s High 
School will sponsor a Bingo Community 
Night on Friday June 24th at 7PM in the 
school cafeteria. Proceeds from this event 
will be used to renovate the school gym. For 
more information, call Monica at 732-721-
0748 ext. 244 or mmendoza@cardinalmc-
carrick.com

Flashback: 55 
Years Ago

June 3, 1956-A groundbreaking cer-
emony was held for the new Sacred Heart 
Parish Grade School.  Rev. Walter Urbanik 
initiated the ceremony by being the first to 
break the ground with a shovel in the pres-
ence of numerous clergy, and a large crowd 
of parishioners.  Benediction of the Holy 
Sacrament followed in the Sacred Heart 
Church.   The plans at the time were that 
the new building would have “All modern 
conveniences suitable for a grade school, 
including the benefits of a gymnasium and 
a cafeteria.”

Biesiada Directs 
Play At Seton Hall

South Amboy’s Brittany Biesiada, a 
senior at Seton Hall University, directed 
the Neil Simon play, “Rumors” at Seton 
Hall University’s Theater-in-the-Round.  
Biesiada, who is a graduate of Cardinal 
McCarrick HS said that “I could see that 
it was a good script and knew that we had 
good talent at Seton Hall.”

The play ran for four dates from April 
14-17th and was a smashing success.  Con-
gratulations, Brittany on a job well done!

Elks Block Party
So. Amboy  ELKS Lodge 784 Block 

Party, featuring the band Chardonairs,  is 
scheduled for Sat. June 18, 2011, 2:00pm 
– 6:00pm. Tickets are $13 in advance until 
6/15/11, $15 at the door.  $7 - 8 years and 
younger (no advance with kids tickets) 
*CASH BAR*, Tickets available at lodge: 
601 Washington Ave., South Amboy For 
lodge hours or more info call 732-727-
7170.
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Seniors at Gillette Manor in Parlin were the judges of the Sayreville Shade Tree Commission’s 
annual 5th grade Earth Day essay contest, entitled “Where Would Sayreville Be Without 
Trees?”  More than 50 entries were submitted from local schools, from which the top three 
were selected. The first prize winner is Victoria Patella of Our Lady of Victories School. The 
second prize winner is Eric Sokolowski of St. Stan’s. The third prize winner is Matthew Di 
Iorio of New Road School. Winners will receive Barnes and Noble gift cards in the amounts 
of $50, $40, and $30, respectively. (Photo Submitted)

St. Stan’s Carnival June 22-25
St. Stan’s Annual Carnival will be held 

from Wed. June 22 to Sat. June 26.  The 
Carnival will be open from 6-11 p.m. every 
night except Fri., June 24, when the Food 
Tent opens at 5 p.m. and the Carnival runs 
from 6 p.m. to midnight.

The Parish Carnival Grounds are located 
on Main St. and MacArthur Ave., Sayreville, 
and the telephone number for more info is 
732-254-0212.  There will be at least 14 
rides featured for kiddies through adults.  
Pre-Sale Ride Tickets and Super 50/50 Raffle 
Tickets will be sold prior to the Carnival at 
the following locations:

Sat. 6/11, 8am-2pm-Foodtown of South 
Amboy; Fri. 6/17, 4-7pm-Sayreville Seafood 
& Deli; Sat. 6/18, 8am-2pm, Sayreville Sea-
food & Deli; Sun. 6/19, 8am-1pm-Sayreville 
Seafood & Deli.

Prior to Bingo at St. Stan’s Auditorium-
6-7:30pm-Tuesdays 6/7, 6/14, 6/21.

Prior to Bingo at St. Stan’s Auditorium-
12-1:30pm-Sundays 6/5, 6/12, 6/19.

Camillo’s Restaurant, 31 MacArthur 
Ave., Sayreville (During normal business 
hours).

Parish Office (Monday through Fri-
day 9am-3pm); (Wednesday evenings 6-9 
p.m.)

The Carnival once again is expected 
to be an outstanding, fun-filled event with 
all kinds of games, activities, and delicious 
food for children and adults.  The Games 
of Chance with fabulous prizes for all ages 
include the Las Vegas “Money” Wheel for 
adults and nightly Super 50/50 drawings.  
The Fabulous Food Tent features a wide 
variety of Ethnic and American homemade 
foods.  The Carnival offers a mouth-water-
ing Seafood area;  Spezzi Nightly Specials; 
Barbecue Ribs; Friday Night Fish Fry begin-
ning at 5 pm; scrumptious desserts for all 
ages; Beer Garden.

St. Stan’s Carnival has many attractions 
and entertainment planned including on Wed. 
night June 22-The Silver Spurrs/Harry and 
Gaile Country Line dancing from 7-9 pm 

The Sherry Lynn Band with Taylor Hope 
from 9-11pm; Thurs. June 23-Thunder 106.3 
Country Radio station DJ, 7-9 pm, Dave 
Miller 9-11 pm; Fri. June 24-Col. David B. 
Kelly Pipes and Drums 7 pm, Shadow Road 
classic rock band 8-11 pm.  Also Alumni 
Night-register and get a gift, see all your 
old classmates and photos.  Saturday June 
25-Take Cover, classic rock band.  A Special 
Fantastic Raffle going off Saturday evening.  
(think Ocean, Sun and tons of fun!  Please 
come out and join us).  

PKA Award 
Winners

The Pete Kenny Association Annual 
Awards Day-Fundraiser was held on Sunday, 
May 15 at the Blue Moon Café in South 
Amboy.  The honorees selected for 2011 
were: Irishman of the Year-Tim Noble; 
Irishwoman of the Year-Anne Kukulski; 
Business Woman of the Year-Jill Rzepka; 
Fireman Meritorious Service Award-Ted 
Huff; Policeman of the Year-Glenn Malk-
iewicz; Fireman of the Year-Phil English.  
Congratulations to all!

Vinyl Record 
Donations

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will be collecting vinyl records that 
are either 45rpm or 33 1/3 in good condition. 
All donations can be placed near the Friends 
mailbox for book donations. If anyone has 
a large collection of records or needs any 
further information, please contact Teri 
Yetsko at 732-727-7639.

Class Of ’61 Seeks 
Members

St. Mary’s HS Class of 1961 will hold 
its 50th Anniversary Reunion on June 26, 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Buttonwood Manor 
in Matawan.  Anyone knowing the where-
abouts of the following classmates contact 
Arleen Rooney at corgially@yahoo.com 
or 310-326-2022.  The missing classmates 
include: Thomas Cross, Eileen Kossman, 
Walter Lange, William Leonard, Justine 
Nebus Direnzo, Catherine Price Baranowski, 
Phillip Purcell, Roger Wellbrook, Arthur 
Kennedy.

Christmas in Cape 
May

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a Christmas in Cape May trip on Saturday, 
December 3, 2011. The price of the trip is 
$60.00 and includes motor coach transporta-
tion, sandwiches, soda, juice, or water, and 
snacks on the bus for lunch. For reservations 
or questions about the trip please contact

Geri at (732) 257-4351 before June 
15, 2011.

SCHOLARSHIP 
CAR WASH

The South Amboy Middle/High School 
Student Council will hold its annual SCHOL-
ARSHIP CAR WASH on Saturday, June 4th, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Board of 
Educ. parking lot, at 240 John St., across 
from the old Hoffman High School.  (RAIN 
DATE – SATURDAY, JUNE 11th )

Cost is $6.00 for cars and $8.00 for 
pickups/minivans.  

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT SENIOR 
SCHOLARSHIPS

We appreciate your support!

Trump Boardwalk 
Casino

Ginger Quirk and Tony g. are running 
a trip to Atlantic City on June 12. The 
cost is $35.00 with $30.00  returned. Fun 
and games happen on the bus going and 
coming. If interested please call Ginger at 
732-727-5562 og Tony g. at 732-525-5303. 
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Sayreville Recreation Director Jerry Ust, pictured back row, center proudly poses with the 
many winners  and their prizes at Sayreville’s Annual Fishing Derby at Kennedy Park.  Over 
200 youngsters participated at this highly successful event.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (r) helps a Sayreville resident with his child’s fishing line.

Pictured is a portion of the huge crowd of fishermen at Kennedy Park during the Annual 
Fishing Derby.

Thanks For A Great Fishing Derby
The Sayreville Recreation Department would like to thank everyone that participated 

in our Annual Fishing Derby. The Derby was a huge success and fun was had by all. We 
would like to thank Sayreville Sportsman for their continued support. We would like to 
take this time to acknowledge the winners of the Derby:

3-4 year olds: Paige Cleary, Rene Manso & Elizabeth Bera
5-6 year olds: Nawar Rahman, Lucas Russell, Devan & Megan Zsorey
7-8-9 year olds: Vincent Pena, Phillip Krotemok & Patrick Conlon
10-11-12 year olds: Briana Bates, Lyndsey Kuhlthau & Nicholas Traina
13-14-15 year olds: Anthony Angotti, Nick Campbell & Travis Campbell.
Thank you everyone for another successful derby and we look forward to next year. 
Regards
Jerry Ust
Director of Recreation

Sayreville Fishing Derby

Scholarship Lottery
A $1,000 scholarship will be awarded by 

lottery to a South Amboy resident graduating 
in June.  Interested high school seniors can 
register for the drawing by mailing a copy of 
their acceptance from an institution of higher 
learning, college or technical institution, to 

the following address: Franklin D. English 
Scholarship, c/o Robert Pawlik, 511 Augusta 
St., South Amboy, NJ 08879.  

Please submit your acceptance letter by 
June 6.  The drawing will be held on June 9 at 
3 p.m. at the Dowdell Library.  All applicants 
are welcome to witness the drawing.

Flea Market-June 11
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is 

having its Annual Community Flea Market 
on June 11 at Borough Hall Soccer Field.  
Vending is open to both Sayreville residents 
and non-Sayreville residents-simply register 
at the Rec office between the hours of 8 a.m. 

and 3:30 p.m. Mon. through Fri.  Food and 
ice cream vendors will be on site.  Prices: 
Sayreville resident-$10 per table space; 
Non-Sayreville resident-$20 per table space.  
For more info call: 732-390-7092/7096.
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 South Amboy Council President Joseph Connors reading the City of South Amboy’s 
Proclamation for YMCA Healthy Kids Day to the children at the South Amboy Branch YMCA 
on April 16th. (Photo Submitted)

CPR On A Sunday
By Debra A. Norek

To some high school students, CPR 
may be just another part of health class, 
but to about 17 students of Sayreville War 
Memorial HS, it wasn’t just another class.  
They had found inspiration to learn from 
18-year old Shaaban Rizvi, a senior at their 
school.  A day at the beach had turned into 
a life-changing experience.  “I was drown-
ing and unconscious for about 20 minutes, 
and because of CPR, I am alive,” Shaaban 
said.

After this experience, he wanted to 
learn how to save lives with CPR.  “I feel 
like I owe it to the world.”  He worked with 
Michelle Golba-Norek RN, EMS Education 
Coordinator for Raritan Bay Medical Center, 
to put together a class for the students to 
become certified in CPR.  About 17 students 
from SWMHS came ready to learn at Presi-
dent Park Firehouse.  “I expected a lot less 
people.  I am glad as many people showed 

up as they did.”
All of the students were very respectful.  

They learned the basic skills of CPR and 
what to do if they find themselves in a situ-
ation where CPR is needed.  Cardiac arrest 
can happen anywhere at any time and any 
age.  The more educated in CPR, the more 
people there are to help save lives.  “CPR 
is the reason I am alive.  I am so glad that 
person knew CPR, otherwise, I wouldn’t 
be sitting here today,” Shaaban ended with 
these inspiring words.

The CPR class was made possible 
through the collaborative efforts of Sayre-
ville CERT, Raritan Bay Medical Center, 
President Park Fire Co., and Sayreville 
Emergency Squad.

*ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Debra Norek 
is a senior at Cardinal McCarrick HS.  She is 
a member of the South Amboy Fire Dept. and 
has been a certified American Heart Associa-
tion CPR instructor for the past 2 years.

LIGHTING UP
By Elaine Holton Scott

With the help of the U.S. government 
supplying our military with an abundance 
of cigarettes during WWII and the Korean 
War, followed by the advent of television 
commercials, America became a nation of 
smokers.  As a result, Baby Boomers had 
been born into an era when smoking was 
even more American than apple pie.  While 
actors were smoking on TV programs, and 
newscasters were smoking giving the eve-
ning news, people were lighting up all around 
us:  in homes, on the street, in cars, in stores, 
in places of business, in elevators, on buses, 
at lunch counters, and even in hospitals.  
To kids of my generation, enveloped in a 
nicotine culture from birth, smoking had 
seemed a natural part of life.

A favorite of every child in the early 
1950s were candy cigarettes, sold in min-
iature cigarette boxes.  I can easily recall 
imitating my dad, as I “puffed” away on 
their sweet taste.  I had even pretended 
having pieces of tobacco on my tongue and 
the way I’d pick it off just like adults did 
when smoking the filterless cigarettes of the 
time.  Talking with the “cigarette” squeezed 
between my lips, tapping off the ash, and 
pretending I was blowing smoke rings had 
all been fun too.  Adults had thought it was 
so cute to see small kids “smoke,” they 
made candy cigarettes one of the best selling 
candies of the day.

During the decade of the ‘50s, “black & 
white” TV commercials for Lucky Strikes, 
Kool, Old Gold’s, Viceroy, Oasis, Pall Mall, 
Marlboro, Philip Morris, Cavalier, and 
Chesterfield had filled the nightly airways.   
I think every child’s favorite cigarette com-

mercial had been the one with a little guy in 
a Bellhop suit loudly saying, “Caaalll forrr 
Philll…lippp Morrrrr…issss,” dragging 
out every syllable in every word as he did.  
Magazines had been packed with cigarette 
advertisements, too, but their ads were in 
color.  As Santa Claus helped promote Pall 
Mall, Camel ads used to claim, “More doc-
tors prefer Camels.”  Chesterfield just gave 
money, and probably free cigarettes, to stars 
to be in their ads:  John Wayne, Lucille Ball, 
Bing Crosby, Jack Webb, and Kirk Douglas, 
to name a few.  While radio stations continued 
with their cigarette commercials, cigarette 
ads were in newspapers, on store signs, and 
on highway billboards.  Everywhere and 
anywhere there was space, there’d be an 
advertisement for cigarettes.

With about one-half of the adult popula-
tion in America smoking, the 1950s could 
be considered the “hay day” for tobacco 
paraphernalia, too.  Every home needed ash 
trays, every lighter needed lighter fluid, every 
woman longed for a pretty metal cigarette 
case to carry in her purse, every pipe smoker 
needed a pipe, and everyone seemed to need 
paper matches.  While resort and recreational 
areas were selling ash trays as souvenirs, 
just about every type of business was using 
match book covers to advertise theirs.  

By the end of the 1950s, as more and 
more smokers were coughing up their hard-
earned money to satisfy their addiction, 
profits for tobacco companies had never 
looked healthier.  

** As a small child I’d get so excited 
whenever my dad had an unopened pack 
of Pall Malls from the cigarette machine 
at National Lead.  That’s because tucked 
inside the pack’s clear plastic outer cover-
ing would be two brand new, shiny copper 
pennies.  Accepting only quarters for the 
23-cent charge per pack, a cost twice as high 
as in the stores, the two cents in change had 
come neatly packaged with the cigarettes.  
To a little kid over half a century ago, two 
pennies had seemed like a lot of money.

Locals Win On TV
(Article Submitted)

Lifeguard Certification Class
The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 

offer an American Red Cross Lifeguard 
Class from June 27-30 at the South Amboy 
Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in 
South Amboy, NJ.  The class will meet daily 
from 10am to 6pm.

Upon successful course completion, 
lifeguard training candidates will receive 
an American Red Cross Lifeguarding and 
Standard First Aid certificate valid for 3 
years, and a CPR/AED for the Professional 
Rescuer certificate valid for 1 year.

Lifeguard training candidates must be 
at least 15 years of age, able to demonstrate 
continuous swim for 16 lengths of the pool 
using the breaststroke and front crawl stroke, 

tread water for 2 minutes, and retrieve a 
10lb brick from the deep and of the pool, 
then swim 20 yards back within 1 minute 
44 seconds.

The Lifeguard Certification Class fee is 
$250 for Members and $260 for Non-Mem-
bers.  Non-Members will also be required 
to take out a $40 Program membership.  
Visit our website for additional Lifeguard 
Certification dates: www.ymcaofmewsa.
org/southamboy.

Please visit the Welcome Desk of the 
South Amboy YMCA to register for the class.  
Space is limited.  For more information, 
contact Ruben Merino at 732-316-8209 or 
ruben.merino@ymcaofmewsa.org.

Tom Quackenbush and Ann Carver mar-
ried on Nov. 24, 2010 at St. Mary Church 
with Father Dennis Weezorak officiating.  
Tom is from Morgan and Ann lived in South 
Amboy.  Tom is the son of RoseMarie and 
the late Edward Quackenbush of Morgan, 
and owns a ceramic tile business.  Ann is the 
daughter of Rick and Donna Carver of South 
Amboy, and is a surgical Vet Tech in East 
Brunswick.  The couple live in Milltown and 
are expecting their first child in August.

Ann applied to TLC’s (The Learning 
Channel) series “Four Weddings,” a show 

where 4 brides and their weddings are fea-
tured and judged by the other 3 brides for 
over-all score, and then ranked 1st, 2nd, or 
3rd for dress, food, and venue.  Scores are 
combined and a winner is determined.  In a 
Four Weddings first, two weddings tied for 
1st place and both Tom and Ann, and another 
couple, Marisol and John won Honeymoon 
trips to Marco Island, Florida.  The show first 
aired on May 6th as “Four Weddings- and a 
Shark Tank” and will continue to air periodi-
cally.  Congratulations Tom and Ann!

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

Dispatcher for the Sayreville Police 
Dept. for over 20 years before retiring.  She 
was also a member/Past President of the 
Sayreville Chapter of AARP.  In addition, 
Patricia was the organist/choir director of the 
First Presbyterian churches in South Amboy 
and Sayreville.  Ray Niestempski Jr., 72, of 
South Amboy died on May 3.  He was a school 
crossing guard for many years, and was also 
a longtime South Amboy Youth League 
coach.  Ray served in the U.S. Navy from 
1958-62.  Clarkson Bloodgood, 74, of South 
Amboy died on May 7.  He was a member 
of the Melrose Blackhawks Drum & Bugle 
Corps, and in the 1960’s was the leader of the 
band “Pinky Clark & The Country Cutups,” 
which was featured in The SA Times a few 
months ago.  George Selover, 91, of South 
Amboy died on May 19.  He retired in 1981 
from Conrail in New York City.  He attended 
many Harold G. Hoffman HS Reunions, and 
also was a member of many local veterans 
and fraternal organizations.

They were wonderful people who 
helped to make the world a much better 
place, and will never be forgotten.

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2

Joanne Durski and her family placed 
the beautiful memorial wreath in front of the 
“Officer Mourning” police monument.  Her 
husband was the popular Det. Sgt. Raymond 
T. Durski, who passed away unexpectedly 
last year.

Chief of Police Darren LaVigne pre-
sented an outstanding speech that was well-
received by the crowd.  He praised the South 
Amboy Police Dept., citing the deceased 
and retired officers “Who did an outstanding 
job of policing our community.”  Sgt. Jamie 
Norek served as an excellent  Master of Cer-
emonies, and PBA Chaplin Father Dennis 
Weezorak, Pastor of St. Mary Church gave 
the invocation and also the benediction.  PBA 
Vice-President Matthew Barcheski read the 
address and call to attention, and asked for 
a moment of silence to honor the 66 police 
officers from around the country, who died 
this year.  Sgt. Jamie Norek followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  The flag was raised 
by Ptl. Thomas Szatkowski and Ptl. Dennis 
McQuade.  Retired Sgt. Francis “Inky” Norek  
sang a fine acappella version of the National 
Anthem.  Sgt. Richard Wojaczyk then read 
the Memorial Roll Call of the names of South 
Amboy’s 36 deceased police officers.  The 
Sayreville American Legion Post 211 Color 
Guard then fired a 21-gun salute, and was 
followed by the sounding of “Taps.”

After the Durski family placed the 
wreath, Chief LaVigne addressed the 
crowd, and was followed by Retired Chief 
Gerard Pizzillo, who read the Policeman’s 
Prayer.  Mayor Fred Henry spoke about 

Police Memorial Day
continued from page 1

the police department and praised them 
for their outstanding work and dedication.  
Following benediction by Father Weezorak, 
many people went for refreshments that 
were served across the street at 141 North 
Broadway.  
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Summer is less than a month away, and as 
it approaches, thoughts of hot weather, the 
beach, and some cold, delicious ice cream 
fill our heads.  This great photo was taken in 
the 1960’s of the late and very popular Jack 
“Oats” O’Toole, who owned South Amboy’s 
first Mister Softee ice cream truck.  Jack ran 
the soft-serve ice cream business for several 
years, and had many loyal customers in our 
communities, who waited faithfully each hot 
summer night for his truck to arrive.  (Photo 
courtesy of Gene O’Toole)

Mets Trip On July 
16

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 sponsors an outing to beautiful 
Citi Field on Sat., July 16, to see the Mets 
battle the National League East champion, 
Phillies with All-Star pitchers Roy Halladay, 
Cliff Lee, Roy Oswalt, and Cole Hammels 
in a 4:05 pm start.  Cost of $65 includes 
game ticket, round trip motorcoach trans-
portation, sandwich, snacks, and beverages 
and a Mets gift.  Motorcoach leaves South 
Amboy Council Home, 308 Fourth St. at 
1:30 p.m.  For reservations call Steve at 
732-727-1707.

David Decker (r) owner of Roundhouse Train Repairs shows future engineers Charles and 
Aaron Murray of South Amboy, how to run the electric train set at the, “Raritan River Railroad 
Returns To South Amboy,” event.   The fundraiser was organized by the Dowdell Library 
of South Amboy and Milltown group, and was held at the South Amboy Senior Citizens 
Center on South Stevens Ave, in order to raise funds to preserve the railroad’s last station 
in Milltown. (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Railroad Supporters-Pictured at the fundraiser to preserve the last Raritan River Railroad 
Station are (l-r) Author George Francy;  Dowdell Library Director, and organizer of the event, 
Elaine Gaber;  Local Historian/Researcher/SA Times Feature Writer,  Anna Harris Friberg; and 
Sayreville Historian/Railroad Researcher Al Baumann, Jr.   The event featured memorabilia, 
old railroad photos, train sets for the youngsters to enjoy, and a video show.    

Daytime ESL 
Conversation 
Group

The ESL Conversation Group will 
help individuals 18 years or older speak 
English with more confidence and ease!  
People attending this group should al-
ready have a basic understanding of the 
English language.  Focus will be on pro-
nunciation, accent reduction, American 
idioms, and conversation skill development. 
Sessions will be held in the Meeting Room 
of the Sayreville Public Library starting 
Thursday, June 16th from 10:30 AM-12:00 
PM.  Sessions will meet every Thursday until 
August 25th. Registration begins Monday, 
May 16th.  Registration forms will be located 
at the Circulation Desk and Reference Desk. 
This conversation group is made possible 
by the Sayreville Public Library and the 
Literacy Programs of New Jersey. If you 
have any questions, contact Alaina by calling 
732-727-0212 x25 or by emailing alainad@
lmxac.org.
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Legendary singer/songwriter/actor, Kris Kristofferson is pictured performing during his recent 
solo concert at the Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank.  Kris played and sang over 30 songs 
including many of his big hits for the large crowd.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

This is a photo of the actual 45 record released by The Vibratones, a local band, in 
1964.

Local Bands Just For The Record
Photo/Story 

By Clem Skarzynski

Southern Fried 
Remembered

Bill Tarallo, formerly of The Dugout 
in South Amboy said that, “Southern Fried 
went on to become Just ‘N’ Tyme, and they 
used to play at The Dugout all the time.  Also 
in that band was vocalist Mark Lasko and 
Bob Nelson, the drummer, along with Pat 
Midgley.  They now have a new trio known 
as Club Midge, that consists of Pat, his wife 
Cathy Dyer Midgley, a tremendous singer, 
and Bob Nelson on drums.  They recently 
played at The Blue Moon in South Amboy 
on April 29th.”   Through research, we dis-
covered that Gary Seitis played guitar for 
Southern Fried around 1980-81, and  “Ed 
Bailey of Parlin worked as the  roadie,” 
according to Tracy Weber Kelly.

1970 Battle Of The 
Bands

The Sacred Heart CCD presented a 
“Battle of the Bands” on May 2, 1970.  The 
five groups competing were Utah; Merging 
Traffic; Soul Society; The Young Idea; The 
Family.  Does anyone have any information 
about this local legendary event?  Who won?  
Are there any photos of the “Battle” out 
there?  Please let us know.

The Band Search 
Continues

By Tom Burkard
The Aztecs were a talented rock ‘n’ roll 

band back in the late ‘60’s that played at some 
local dances in South Amboy and Sayreville.  
According to our research, they performed 
on March 8, 1969 at a South Amboy Civic 
Association Teen Dance at Hoffman High 
School Auditorium, and proceeds went to the 
South Amboy Memorial Hospital.

Another local rock band that I’m re-
searching is The Investments, who played 
at the first Teenage Dance of the summer at 
the old City Hall Playground on George St. 
in South Amboy on July 7, 1967.  Nancy 
McCarthy Ayers sent us an e-mail saying, 
“My brother Pat “Woody” McCarthy was 
the drummer for The Investments.  I’m not 
quite sure of all the band mates, but they did 
practice up in my parents’ attic.  I know they 
also played a pre-teen night down at Frog 
Hollow.  I hope the other band members 
come forward.” 

Does anyone remember The Aztecs, or 
The Investments, and what town they were 
from, as well as the band members?  Please 
let us know.

One Hit Wonders-
1971

For The Good Times-Ray Price; Rose 
Garden-Lynn Anderson; Sweet Mary-Wad-
sworth Mansion; Me And Bobby McGee-
Janis Joplin; Help Me Make It Through The 
Night-Sammi Smith; One Toke Over The 
Line-Brewer & Shipley; Stay Awhile-The 
Bells; Timothy-The Buoys; Put Your Hand 
In The Hand-Ocean; Chick-A-Boom-Daddy 
Dewdrop; Here Comes The Sun-Richie 
Havens; Toast And Marmalade For Tea-
Tin Tin; Funky Nassau-Beginning Of The 
End;  Rings-Cymarron; Mr. Big Stuff-Jean 
Knight; Smiling Faces Sometimes-Undis-
puted Truth; 

#1 Pop Hits-May 28
2001-All For You-Janet Jackson
1997-I’ll Be Missing You-Puff Daddy
1983-Flashdance-Irene Cara
1972-Oh Girl-The Chi-Lites
1965-Ticket To Ride-The Beatles
1959-Kansas City-Wilbert Harrison

#1 Country Hits-
May 28
1996-My Maria-Brooks & Dunn
1987-Can’t Stop My Heart From Loving 
You-The O’Kanes
1975-I’m Not Lisa-Jessi Colter
1960-Please Help Me, I’m Falling-Hank 
Locklin

Hey Rock ‘n’ Rollers, here we are with 
Part 2 in the series.  The 45 R.P.M. disc  I’m 
going to allude to in this column is “unique” 
because it’s not all vinyl.  It’s a rare disc that’s 
metal, coated in vinyl, in Hi-Fi, recorded in 
1964 at Hertz Recording Studios in Newark, 
N.J., who touted their label as “Our records 
speak for themselves.  New Jersey’s finest.”  
And the song titles were typed on the label.  
Wow, talk about high class, high tech.  But 
gotta say, it’s a rare disc being produced in 
vinyl coated metal.

Fellow musician/guitarist Ed Francik 
owns this piece of recording history.  Ed was 
the guitarist in The Vibratones, a band based 
in the President Park section of Parlin in ’64, 
along with fellow guitarists Don Spitzer and 
Mark Ellvinger.  (Notice I didn’t list a bass 
player, cause those of us guitar players who 
hadn’t graduated to Barr Chords yet played 
2-string chords with our tone controls turned 

to all bass for that “bottomed” sound.  The 
band was rounded out by drummer/lead 
vocalist, Pete Palame.

Side A of the record was “Surfin’ Way,” 
and Side B was “My Girl Shirl.”  The songs 
were awesome 60’s style stuff for sure!  Ac-
cording to Francik, “The records took a few 
hours to record.”  Imagine bands doing that 
today!  A real nice remembrance and piece of 
60’s recording style and composition. 

The Vibratones were around for a year 
or so, playing local school dances, block 
parties, and teen nites.  This orange-labeled 
45 is a “real gem.”  Thanks Ed for the info.  
And, thanks go out to Rockdaddy drummer, 
Tim Fee for identifying Mark Lasko as the 
vocalist for Southern Fried and Just ‘N’ 
Tyme.  Tim was the drummer for both groups 
back in the early 80’s.  Again, thanks Tim.  
Until next month.  “Later dudes!”

Music Trivia
“Frankly Speaking”

By Tom Burkard
1.That’s Life a.Frankie J
2.Grease b.Aretha Franklin
3.Sweetheart c.Frankie Goes To Hollywood
4.Why Do Fools Fall In Love? d.Hamilton, Joe Frank & Reynolds
5.Venus e.J. Frank Wilson
6.Moonlight Gambler f.Frank Zappa
7.Valley Girl g.Frankie Laine
8.Last Kiss h.Frank Sinatra
9.Fallin’ In Love i.Frankie Valli
10.Relax j.Franke & The Knockouts
11.Sugar, Sugar k.Frankie Lymon & The Teenagers
12.The House That Jack Built l.Frankie Avalon

Answers
1h 2i 3j 4k 5l 6g 7f 8e 9d 10c 11a 12b.

The cast of the number 1 cable television reality show “Pawn Stars” brought their road show 
to the Count Basie Theatre on Mother’s Day.  Dad Rick, son “Big Hoss” and family friend 
and crowd favorite, Chumly, were on hand to answer questions, appraise items and even 
play a round of “Are you smarter than a Chumly” where audience members got a chance 
to challenges Chumly’s knowledge.  A very entertaining show!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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School Sports - Part 1 By Tom Burkard
(As of May 15)

Baseball
South Amboy (9-8) Coach Bob Dough-

erty’s Guvs have been getting lots of help 
lately from several players.  Dustin DeVoe 
has 5 wins, and is the club’s top hitter.  Charles 
Pannell, Kevin Reilly, John Guiliano, and 
Tony DeMaio have been great offensively, 
and Joe Smith notched a big win over Car-
dinal McCarrick.

Cardinal McCarrick (9-8) John Mari-
etta, Juan Napoles, Kevin Savoia, Jason 
Williams and Casey Fennessy have provided 
pop at the plate, while Kevin Pacansky looks 
good on the hill for Coach Frank Notaro’s 
squad.

Sayreville (10-11) Scott Griffin (5-0) 
has emerged as the ace hurler of the pitch-
ing staff.  Coach Mike Novak’s Bombers 
have been getting lots of hitting from Blake 
Cuomo, Dan Seaman, Nick Ungano.

Softball
Cardinal McCarrick (10-6) Led by the 

slugging of Jen Shereyka and the pitching/
hitting of Jamie Williams, the Eagles have 
played well throughout the season.  Also 
contributing are Amanda Bowsky, Jill Reed, 
and Brittany Clayton.

South Amboy (9-6) The Lady Guvs po-
tent offense is paced by Brittany Larkin, Me-
lissa McCleery, Victoria LaVigne, Sabrina 
Myers and ace pitcher Devon Carney.

Sayreville (3-11) Top batters recently 
are Krystal Pearson, Tina Lisa, Sam Amato, 
and Kristen Fitzsimmons.

Boys Golf
Sayreville (4-14) Ryan Kanaley has 

been the top golfer this season.  Others 
contributing are Anuj Talati, Dennis Weaver, 
Justin McDonnell, Dijon Crawley.

Girls Golf
Sayreville (2-2) Jackie Nunes is the #1 

golfer, and gets support from Sarah Sander 
and Laura Palacio.

Boys Tennis
Sayreville (11-2) This talented club is 

led by Singles players Matt Musyoka, Amar 
Karki, Apoorv Kakar, and doubles team of 
Ravi Trivedi-Ryan Zucker.

Boys Track

Sayreville (2-3) Top performers include 
Emeka Eze, Alex Yanuzzelli, Dan Saxon, 
Olateju Ishola, Dan Lee, Josiah Johnson, 
Chris Cena, Jonathan Marvine, James 
DeLucia.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-4) Top track-
sters: Ryan Kelly, Jahmal Pryce, Obaze, 
Julius.

Girls Track
Sayreville (4-2) Top performers are 

Amari Hartsfield, Brandis Fennell, Imani 
Rosario, Janice Frontera, Katie Seaman, 
Deidre Vira, Katie Mosser, Heather Soot-
koos, Simone Herbert, Amber Edwards, 
Gabbie Cassiere.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-7) Top track-
sters: Amanda Murray, Madison McNally.

Future Stars 
Basketball Camp

Future Stars Basketball Camp will be 
held July 25-29 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the newly renovated complex at Sayreville 
War Memorial High School that includes 
3 full size gymnasiums.  John Wojcik is 
the Camp Director, and Head Coach of the 
Sayreville Bombers boys basketball team.   
He played for the Bombers varsity (Class 
of 2003), and also at college, where he led 
his team to 2 conference championships and 
2 NCAA appearances.  Coach Wojcik will 
be assisted by Assistant Coaches, former 
college basketball players, and former high 
school players.  Cost for the entire week is 
$115.  If more than 1 child per family, cost 
of each additional camper is $90.

Any questions please call 732-213-0677 
or e-mail: coachwojbombers@gmail.com.  

Bombers, Eze Set 
Records

The Sayreville Bombers and Emeka Eze 
set records at the GMC Conference Relays 
recently.  As a team, the Blue & Gray finished 
5th place, but set a new record in the triple 
jump with a  129-2 ¾ mark, erasing the 2006 
mark of 126-1 established by Old Bridge.  
The trio of Emeka Eze, Daniel Saxson and 
Olisa Eze, easily broke the old mark.

In addition, Emeka Eze, set another re-
cord with a 46-7 in the triple jump, breaking 
the previous record of 46-1 ¾ set in 2008 
by current Rutgers football star, Mohamed 
Sanu of South Brunswick.  

Congratulations!

Palmateer  To Coach Monmouth U.

Eagles Win at Staten Island Yankee Field 
(Article/Photo Submitted)

On Tuesday, May 10th the 2011 Cardinal 
McCarrick baseball team had a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to play on a professional 
minor league field at the Richmond Bank 
BallPark home of the Staten Island Yankees.  
Upon arrival the team entered through the 
same players entrance as current New York 
Yankee stars Robinson Cano, Derek Jeter, 
and Brett Gardner to name a few. With 
individual lockers complete with official 
nameplates the boys took the field and did not 
disappoint the crowd as they prevailed 10-1 
over MSIT out of the PSAL-NYC league in 
a “wood bat” only game.

Offensive highlights included senior 
Ryan Smith with a double and triple, junior 
Kevin Pacansky with 2 hits and 2RBI’s as 
well as the hit of the night by sophomore 
Eric Pacansky using a wood bat drove the 

first pitch he saw to deep left field hitting 
the warning track at the 322ft mark and 
bouncing over the wall for a ground rule 
double. Sophomores Juan Napoles and 
Jason Williams also provided key hits in 
the Eagle attack. 

Defensively, Ryan Smith’s diving catch 
in centerfield was ESPN “Play of the Week” 
worthy. Solid pitching was led by Kevin 
Pacansky with 2 “1-2-3” innings including 
3 strikeouts along with sophomore Chris 
Mierzwiak pitching a scoreless inning in 
relief. Senior Joe “Wild Thing” Benedetto 
closed the game on a cool May night in 
Staten Island. 

Tickets to the July 7, 2011 S.I. Yankee 
game are still available as part of this year’s 
fundraiser for the team. Please contact Coach 
Frank Notaro at CMHS for more info.

Jenny Kuziemski  Palmateer was re-
cently named the women’s head basketball 
coach at Monmouth University.    Last 
year, she held the position of recruiting co-
ordinator for the legendary Anne Donovan 
at Seton Hall.  Prior to that, her coaching 
experience has been extensive.  She played 
for and was an assistant coach for the late 
and great Kay Yow at North Carolina State 
University, and served as an assistant under 
Debbie Ryan at the University of Virginia.  
Donovan, Yow and Ryan are basketball Hall 
of Fame members.

Palmateer grew up playing basketball, 
and by the time she and her twin sister Krissy 
Kuziemski,  got to Hoffman High School, 
their basketball prowess was known and 
highly-respected throughout the county.  
While starring for the Lady Guvs under one 
of the greatest girls’ basketball coaches in 
NJ history, Reggie Carney, she and a cast of 
other superstars led Hoffman to 4 consecu-
tive Group I state championships and the 
first-ever, Tournament of Champions (TOC) 
title.  Jenny also scored over 1,000 points in 

her schoolgirl career.
Jenny and Krissy  took their many 

basketball talents to North Carolina State 
University, and helped Coach Yow’s team 
to an impressive 82-37 mark during their 
4-year collegiate career.  Over that span, the 
Wolfpack won the ACC regular-season and 
tourney titles, and made it to the round of 
16 in the NCAA Tournament on two occa-
sions.  She was a co-captain as a junior and 
senior, and along with her sister Krissy, was 
featured in an article in Sports Illustrated 
Magazine.

One of Jenny’s top priorities after being 
named head coach, was to ask her former 
Hoffman High coach Reggie Carney if he 
would come on board as her assistant, and 
he was only happy to accept the offer.

We’re all rooting for Jenny and her 
Monmouth University women’s basketball 
club, and believe that with her dedicated 
work ethic and commitment to the sport, 
will turn in a highly-successful career in her 
new post.  Best of luck, Jenny! 

Guvs Blast Eagles
The South Amboy Governors baseball 

team blasted Cardinal McCarrick, 10-3 in a 
GMCT play-in round game.  With the score 
4-3 in the sixth inning, South Amboy’s first 
6 batters reached base and scored, as they 
put together 3 singles, 3 doubles a walk, and 
4 Blue & Gold errors.  The big blow was 
John Guiliano’s 3-run double.  The Purple 
and Gold received plenty of hitting from 
Charles Pannell who went 3-for-3 with 2 
doubles, Kevin Riley 2-for-3 with an RBI, 
and Tony DeMaio a Sac Fly.  Joe Smith was 
the winning pitcher.  McCarrick got 3 hits 
from John Marietta, and Juan Napoles added 
an RBI double.  Seven of the 13 runs scored 
in the contest were unearned.

Eze Sets Another 
Record

Sayreville’s track superstar, Emeka 
Eze set another record in the Boys GMC 
Championships, winning the Triple Jump 
title with a 47-0 to easily erase the old record 
of 44.4.5, which was held by Mohamed Sanu 
of South Brunswick since 2008.  In addition, 
Eze copped the long jump crown with a 22-3 
leap.  The Bombers, as a team finished 5th 
place.  Congratulations Emeka!

Fennell Wins GMC 
Crown

Sayreville high jumper, Brandis Fennell 
captured the Girls GMC Championship with 
a 5-2 showing.  The Bombers finished 6th as 
a team.  Congratulations Brandis!

Bartlinski Stars For 
Kean

Kean University’s senior right-hander, 
Joe Bartlinski fired a beautiful 3-hitter, and 
struck out 10, to lead Kean University to an 
8-1 New Jersey Athletic Conference Tourna-
ment Championship.  

Klimchaks Star In 
Lacrosse

Scott and Matt Klimchak, sons of former 
South Amboy resident, Mike Klimchak,  
continued to excel for the Rutgers Univer-
sity lacrosse team.  Scott was named by 
Lacrosse Magazine as the 14th rated NCAA 
Lacrosse Freshman for 2011.  He currently 
leads Rutgers (5-5) in scoring with 21 goals 
and 11 assists.  Earlier this season, he was 
named to the weekly Big East Honor Roll 
after notching 5 goals and 5 assists in the 
Scarlet Knights first 2 victories of the sea-
son.  His brother Matt was also named to 
the Big East Honor Roll after a breakout 4 
goal performance against Princeton.  After 
battling St. John’s at the New Meadowlands 
Stadium,  Rutgers participated in the Warrior 
Classic on the campus of UCONN, where 
they battled perennial power Syracuse.  The 
season concluded with Big East matchups 
featuring Villanova, Georgetown, and 
Providence.  Theresa Klimchak of South 
Amboy is the proud grandmother of Scott 
and Matt.

The Cardinal McCarrick Eagles baseball team is pictured on the field at the Richmond 
Bank Ball Park, home of the Staten Island Yankees minor league baseball club.  The locals 
were thrilled by the chance of a lifetime to play at a professional Ball Park.  
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2011 Opening Day   (Photos by Tom Burkard)

The South Amboy Youth Athletic Association had a very cold Opening Day ceremony 
to kick off the brand new season.  The league’s banner is proudly displayed by the 
players. 

South Amboy’s most famous All-American softball legend, Trish Popowski  Palmieri 
(c) spoke to the crowd and inspired the youngsters at the South Amboy Youth Athletic 
Association’s Opening Day.  Softball player Shannon Tram (l) and her Coach Mike 
Reilly (r) were proud to visit with Trish.  

Assemblyman Craig Coughlin (r) addresses the crowd on Opening Day.  SAYAA 
League President Gene Regan (l) is in the background.

This girls’ softball team was really bundled up for Opening Day festivities.

Scarillo Super At 
Kean

Nicole Scarillo, a South Amboy HS 
graduate has played outstanding softball 
for Kean University this season.  She has 
been the Cougars starting catcher for 39 
games, and has stung the ball for a .339 
batting average.  Nicole was recently se-
lected Honorable Mention All-New Jersey 
Athletic Conference, after leading Kean to 
its second straight NJAC Tournament title.  
In the opening game against top-seeded 
Rowan, she drilled a 7th inning 2-run single 
to give her team a thrilling 5-4 triumph.  In 
the final against The College of New Jersey, 
she blasted a 2-run double in the top of the 
8th with 2 outs, to bring the title to Kean by 
a score of 2-1. 

Local Pro Baseball 
Players

Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey has been pitching 
great ball recently after a slow start with the 
Arizona Diamondbacks’ Reno Aces AAA 
team in the Pacific Coast League .  Kevin is 
currently 2-2, with an 8.92 ERA, and leads 
the Aces with 28 strikeouts in 36 innings.  
Mulvey has pitched in the major leagues 
before, and all of his local fans are pulling 
for him to get back with the D’Backs parent 
club this season.

South Amboy’s Joe Tarallo is now play-
ing professional baseball  with the Florence 
Freedom ballclub that competes in the Fron-
tier League.  Joe, a highly-talented pitcher, 
starred for South Amboy HS several  years 
ago, and also for New Jersey City University, 
and Kean University.  Good luck, Joe!

from Pennsylvania were also present.  
Rev. Weezorak was escorted down the center 
aisle along with the concelebrants and other 
clergy guests, by the Msgr. John Brady 
Assembly #676 Fourth Degree Knights of 
Columbus Honor Guard.  Father Dennis 
was the Celebrant, and Concelebrants were 
Rev. James Bucaria, Very Rev. Sylvester 
Cronin, Rev. Kevin Duggan Rev. Joseph 
Romanowski, Pastor of Sacred Heart Church, 
Rev. Louis Stingel, Rev. Msgr. John B. 
Szymanski, PA, and Rev. Hilary Thomas, 
SJ.  Stephen Laikowski was the Deacon, 
while Jason Pavich and Tony Gonsalves were 
the Lectors.  Michael Kurtz was Master of 
Ceremonies.  The Altar Servers were Joseph 
Astarita, Andrew Kenny, John McCleery, 
Samantha Schussler.  The Choir consisted of 
St. Mary Adult Choir, and St. Mary Schola 
Cantorum, and provided beautiful music 
throughout the Mass under Director of 
Music/Organist Christopher M.C. Deibert, 
M.O.C.  The Offertory gifts were brought 
up by Sr. Esther Hernandez, Sr. Margaret 
Muchirre, and Sr. Rosemarie Facendo.

Immediately following the Mass, Gene 
O’Toole, who represented the citizens of 
South Amboy presented Father Weezorak 
with a beautiful plaque in gratitude for all 
he has done for the community during his 17 
years at St. Mary Parish.   As the large crowd 
was leaving the church, each and everyone 
stopped by the door to congratulate Father 
Dennis and wish him well.

The celebration continued at the 
Sayreville VFW Post 4699 Hall on Jernee 
Mill Road in Sayreville, where  350 people 
enjoyed a delicious dinner, terrific jokes by 
Master of Ceremonies Mike Poll, and an 
outstanding slide show with great pictures 
of Father Weezorak’s life, featuring a special 
commentary throughout by his brother Rob-
ert Weezorak, , that had the crowd roaring 
with laughter and enjoying every minute of 
it.   Presentations were made by Mayor Fred 
A. Henry from the City of South Amboy,  
the Vatican, and Rev. Weezorak’s Penn State 
University alma mater.

Rev. Msgr. John B. Szymanski, PA gave 
some excellent remarks, laced with a couple 
funny jokes, and a few other clergy friends of 
Father Dennis shared their great memories of 
him.  Michael Kurtz also gave a fine speech 
about Father Dennis and thanked everyone 
for making the Anniversary Celebration a 
big success.   The Anniversary  Commit-
tee consisted of Kurtz,  Jeanne Polinski, 
Roxanne Keegan, and Tom Downs V.  The 
Committee worked on organizing this event 
for over a year, and their efforts paid off, as 
it was one of the greatest days in the history 
of St. Mary Church.

Father Dennis Weezorak’s 25th Anni-
versary Celebration of his priestly ordination 
was a wonderful and fitting tribute to a man 
who has worked so hard, and is so dedicated 
to St. Mary Church.  He is a very special man, 
a priest who always goes above and beyond 
the call of duty for his parishioners, and we 
wish him continued success and happiness, 
as he leads St. Mary Parish for many more 
years.  God Bless, Father Dennis! 

Father Dennis
continued from page 1 Jack & Bill McKeon 

To Be Inducted Into 
Hall of Fame

South Amboy natives Jack and Bill 
McKeon will be honored by their induction 
into the All-American Amateur Baseball  
Association  (AAABA) Hall of Fame at 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania on Saturday, 
August 6.

The McKeons starred for the South Am-
boy, New Jersey All-Stars in the AAABA’s 
National Baseball Tournament in 1948, along 
with other South Amboy legends who went 
on to play professional baseball; John and 
Eddie O’Brien (Major Leaguers), as well 
as John Kovaleski, John Skarzynski, Leo 
Kedzierski and Ray Stockton, who played 
in the minor leagues.  The ’48 entry captured 
the New Jersey State championship and 
represented our state in the National Tourney 
at Johnstown, PA.

Jack and Bill “Biff” McKeon will join 
an elite group of AAABA Hall of Fame 
members including Reggie Jackson, Al 
Kaline, Steve Garvey, Frank and Joe Torre, 
Barry Larkin, and Ken Griffey Jr.

Jack is the only manager in baseball 
history to win over 1,000 games in both 
the major and minor leagues.  In addition 
“Trader Jack” as he is well-known in baseball 
circles led the underdog Florida Marlins to 
the World Series championship over the 
New York Yankees in 2003.  He was also 
General Manager of the San Diego Padres 
and now serves as special consultant for 
the Marlins.

“Biff” had a brief but outstanding 
minor league career, cut short by injuries, 
and was once a teammate of the legendary 
Willie Mays.

*More details on the McKeons Hall-of-
Fame induction will follow in upcoming is-
sues of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times.  
Watch for more information on the dinner, 
directions to Johnstown, etc.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

Glory Days in
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

From The Youth League Archives

1959-The Knights of Columbus South Amboy Little League team featured many familiar 
names and faces.  Standing in back, manager Tom Fitzmorris Sr.  Top row (l-r) Jim Wallis, 
Tom Ploskonka, Rich O’Brien, Pete Check, Pete Waters, Fran Fitzmorris, Jimmy Coan, 
John Coan, Paul Edgecomb.  Bottom row (l-r) Billy Desmond, Danny Cheeseman, Jimmy 
Cleary, Henry “Hank” Wojciechowski, Reggie Carney, Teddy Wallace, Joe Vail, Jack Brennan.  
(Photo/names courtesy of Fran Fitzmorris)
*Do any of our faithful SA Times readers have a photo from their Youth League team to 
share for the newspaper?  Please let us know.

1959-Sayreville’s baseball 
team won its final game of the 

season by hammering Highland 
Park, 9-3.  Jim Hockenjos 

fired a 6-hitter for the win.  
Jack Jankowski blasted a double and triple, 
and Bill Mandy added 2 singles.  1962-The 
Eagles romped over St. Rose, 10-3 behind 
winning pitcher Ray Riddell.  Joe Jankowski 
belted a 2-run double.  1976-Hoffman beat 
Wardlaw, 7-6, as Tom Billich notched the 
victory.  George Hubbs knocked in 2 runs 
with a double, and George Bongiorno blasted 
an RBI triple.  1985-St. Mary’s baseball club 
mauled Montgomery, 14-6 behind winning 
pitcher Jim Vellanti, who ripped 2 doubles.  
Also hitting doubles were Matt and Joe 
Blaha, Bill O’Leary, and Bob Bialoblocki.  
1994-Hoffman beat St. Peter’s, 7-5 in base-
ball.  Mike Glasser drilled 2 singles and a 
triple, Mike Flaherty stroked a 2-run single, 
and frosh right-hander, Mark Finnegan 
notched the win, while striking out 12.

Sport-Baseball
Year-1987
Teams-Hoffman (17-1) vs. New Bruns-
wick in the CJ Group I semifinals
Recap-Bill Moskal blasted two home runs, 
and threw out a runner at second from his left 
field position, and Dave Gumprecht hurled 
a beautiful game to raise his season mark 
to (8-1), as the Guvs  advanced to the title 
game with a 6-3 victory for Coach George 
Krzyzanowski.
MVP’s-Bill Moskal and Dave Gumprecht

50 Years Ago
1961-Trenton Catholic nipped St. 

Mary’s, 8-7, in 12 innings to capture the 
Parochial A South State championship at 
Memorial Stadium in New Brunswick.  
The game, which began in the sunshine and 
ended under the lights took 4 hours and 12 
minutes to play.  Sophomore ace, Joe Pohl, 
pitched the entire game, striking out 11 and 
walking only 3, but took the heartbreaking 
setback.

St. Mary’s, who trailed 7-3 in the bottom 
of the 7th, came back on a two-run triple 
by Pohl to make it 7-5.  Allie Ust then had 
the biggest hit of his career, as he blasted a 
clutch, no-doubt-about-it, 2-run homer to tie 
the contest and send it to extra innings.

The Eagles offense was led by Ust with 
a single and the big HR, good for a total of 
3 RBI, Pohl, who drilled 2 singles and a 3-
bagger, for 2 RBI, and Frank Ruszala added 
a single and double in a strong effort for the 
Blue & Gold.

Diamond Dust-1976 
South Amboy Little Fellas League

40 Years Ago
1971-Gloucester Catholic nipped St. 

Mary’s, 2-1 in the Parochial B South state 
championship baseball game.  The Eagles 
scored their only run in the first inning when 
Dan MacKay doubled and scored on an error.  
Jim Shannon fired a beautiful 4-hitter, but 
suffered the tough defeat. 

1968: New Babe 
Ruth Team

The South Amboy Trust Company 
sponsored a new Babe Ruth League baseball 
team in South Amboy.  John Lange Sr. was 
selected manager, and chose the following 
players in the draft: Tom Boychuk, Jim 
Keegan, Gary Lange, Kevin Nemeth, Billy 
D’Amico, Tom D’Amico, Alan Pasztorny-
icky, Rich Krzyzanowski, Billy Ward, Henry 
Sager, Bobby Jerome, Pete Mancini, John 
Mackiel, Ray Smith.

As you can judge by the names, this 
team was really talented, and they captured 
the league championship in only their second 
season in 1969.

South Amboy’s 
First Babe Ruth 
League

1958-There were only four teams 
entered in the South Amboy Babe Ruth 
League in its first year: Mechanicsville Hose 
Co.; Komars; Sacred Heart; Independence 
Engine Co.

Blaha Hit 3 Homers
1979-In Rotary’s first game of the 

South Amboy Little Fellas League season, 
Joe Blaha had an incredible performance by 
blasting 3 tape-measure home runs and 2 
doubles, as Rotary belted the K of C, 18-5.  
Blaha’s home run outburst is believed to be a 
record in South Amboy Little Fellas League 
history.  Many have belted 2 HR’s in a game, 
but to hit 3 was totally off the charts!

Fields Of South 
Amboy

By Fran Fitzmorris
South Amboy has had a long and 

illustrious baseball history.  For a very 
long time, baseball was king.  It was at 
least up until the 1950’s before basket-
ball probably became the town’s favorite 
sport.  In researching the past, starting with 
1910 and going through the early 1940’s, 
I found the names of several fields, but 
they never said where these fields were 
located.  They left it to my imagination to 
where they were.

As a young man in the 50’s and 60’s, I 
knew of St. Mary’s Field located between 
Augusta St. and Second St.  I played at 
Sacred Hearts, Vets Field, Harrigan and 
Colucci field.  Some of the fields I found 
in my research were Copper Works Field, 
Star Field- somewhere between the years 
1910 and 1920, Conologue Field, Davis 
Oval Field, Stevensdale Field, and City 
Stadium-late 30’s and 40’s.

What I’m looking for are locations, 
streets, parks, etc!  If anyone might remem-
ber or heard of any of the above, please 
let us know at: satimes@aol.com.  You are 
also welcome to add any fields you may 
know about that I haven’t mentioned.   In 
upcoming editions, I will update any new 
names we find out about.

English Chevron 15 Protection 8-John 
Burkard drilled 4 hits including a home run, 
and had 5 RBI.  Steve Martin and Dave Silva 
had 3 hits each, and John Mulligan drilled 3 
hits for Protection.

First Aid 10 Progressive 4-Tim Blood-
good stroked 3 hits, and winning pitcher Bob 
Kelly hit a home run.  Bill McGowan got 3 
hits for the Firemen.

South Amboy Midget League
Mets 4 Yanks 2-Mike Toth ripped 2 hits 

to lead the winners.
Cardinals 13 Orioles 3-Andy Moran 

and Tom Szaro drilled 3 hits apiece for the 
Cards.

South Amboy Babe Ruth League
Independence 9 Raritan River 5-Tony 

Januszewski was the winning pitcher.
Komars 6 SA Trust 3-Marty Ratajczak 

pounded out 3 hits for the winners.
South Amboy Girls Junior Softball 

League
Indians 16 Orioles 7-Dawn O’Dell led 

the way with 4 hits and 4 RBI.
Jets 13 Angels 1-Wendy Dyer ham-

mered 3 hits including a home run, and 3 
RBI.

South Amboy Girls Senior Softball 
League

Rangers 15 Reds 4-Mary Puccio and De-
nise Vattelana had 3 hits and 2 RBI apiece.

Dodgers 16 Yanks 4-Chris Dill delivered 
4 hits and 4 RBI for the Dodgers.
1970

Morgan Midget League
Morgan Pharmacy 7 Morgan Lions 1-

Winning pitcher Paul Gerula fired a 2-hitter.  
Billy Hallisey had 2 hits and 4 RBI.

Harrison Realty 3 Sayreville Exxon 0-
Ray Roberts was the winning pitcher.
1970

South Amboy Men’s Slow Pitch Soft-
ball League

Roddy’s 8 English Chevron 7-Frank 
Kennedy was the winning pitcher, while 
Billy Clayton slugged a 3-run homer.

J & B Trucking 7 Bottle Stop 6-Ken 
Szatkowski blasted a home run to support 
winning pitcher Jack Mason.

1954 Little League 
Rosters
Part 1

In 1954, there were 10 teams in the South 
Amboy Little League.  How many of these 
“young” ballplayers do you remember?

Clark’s-Fran Barbieri, Leroy Trotter, 
Bernie Chlebowski, Tom Rittenhouse, Rich 
Peterson, Jack Seaman, Larry Pristavec, Rich 
DeBlis, Jim Thalman, Harold Evans, Robert 
Hardy, Joe Beninato, Ken Stock, George 
Baranowski, Steve Nebus, John Paczkowski, 
Ron Kominkiewicz.

K of C-Tom Leonard, Tom Harrigan, 
Joe Baranowski, Jim Cleary, Jim Zdanewicz, 
Bernie Nebus, Harold McCarthy, John Mc-
Cue, Tom Fitzmorris, Bob Monaghan, Joe 
Monaghan, John Kampo, Don Franck, Jim 
Clark, Gerry Freeman, Sal Infosino, Joe 
Pierson.

Lions Club-Joe Gioffre, Billy Hogan, 
Bob Dennis, Bob Borbely, Jim Gioffre, 
Joe Nycz, Ron Kukulski, Tony Warn, Jim 
Soden, Tom Wojciechowski, Joe Toris, Tom 
O’Brien, Joe Osmanski, John Kusic, Danny 
Salmon, Barry Wrynn.

Weiss Clothes-Tom Wisniewski, Stan 
Kapica, Tom Deutsch, Allan Berry, Bill 
Ramsden, Fred Applegate, Charles Volk, 
Ed Stepkowski, Bob Klein, Gene Lopez, 
Jack Gallagher, Pat Marotta, John “Jay” 
McKeon, Bob Brain, Ken Lewandowski, 
Fred Laurie, Ray Drill. 

Opening Day-1956-The South Amboy Little Leaguers are shown marching around the 
old St. Mary’s Field during pre-game festivities.  Notice the old high school, and a small 
portion of St. Mary Church steeple in the background.  (Photo courtesy of Tom Cudo)

Late 1950’s-This photo shows an area on upper Wilmont Street in the Mechanicsville 
section of South Amboy, that was actually used as a baseball field, and known simply as 
“The Field.”  The backstop was near the end of Wilmont St. close to Munck’s Hill, and 
players would bat toward the railroad tracks.  A home run was over the hill (pictured here) 
on a fly.  (Photo courtesy of Phil Krzyzkowski)
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WWW?

April Winners
There were many acceptable answers for 

last month’s mystery photo.  Of course it was 
the building across from the Sacred Heart 
Church, and answers were as follows: meet-
ing hall, Bingo hall, gym, annex, Memorial 
Hall, church hall, Sacred Heart Hall, Sacred 
Heart Parish Center, Sacred Heart Creative 
Kids Center, Sacred Heart Auditorium, Kids 
Corner, nursery school.  We honored all of 
the preceding because through the years the 
school was known at one time or another by 
any of the names.

April winners in the order by which 
the contest entries were received: Chuck 

Pickard, Estelle Pluskota, Marian Mills, John 
Avagliano, Valerie Wagner, Gerry Sherry, 
Peggy Yuhas, Elaine Zonak, W. Tom Kross, 
John Gelsinon, Agnes Leslie, Jane Wortley, 
Lee Szatkowski, Pat & Bill Scully, Non-
nie Nonnemacher, Jim Malkiewicz, Mary 
Agnes Morris, Pat Gatz, Donald Bruhn, 
Kathleen Scupp, Mary Ann Matarangolo, 
Anna Leathers, Joan Fulham, Lynn Loy, 
Charlie Kampo, the Sacred Heart Creative 
Kids staff, Robert Martenak, Matt Prusik, 
Don Zrebiec and the tremendous trio of 
Roxanne Keegan, Dawn Roberts, Kevin 
Kania.  Congratulations to all!

Remembering Sacred Heart 
Church Hall

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (���)

566-0281

Tom,
Another excellent edition!  Article 

on 1966 St. Mary’s CYO basketball team 
brought back a lot of old memories, 
as I was a second stringer on that 
team.  Also, I was raised across 
Route 35 from the hospital and 
remember the original hospital 
building as a nurses house and 
later as a lab.  That memory 
also brought back the good times 
we had sleigh riding down the hill at 
the hospital.  Wonder how many others 
remember?  

Thanks again for a great newspaper!
John Coan, (South Amboy Native)
Forked River, NJ

Dear SMHS Classmates (1948-49-
50),

With the recent accomplishments of the 
U.S. Navy Seal Unit #6, it reminded me of 
another Navy Seal who roamed the halls of 
St. Mary’s High School Class of 1949, Lt. 
Commander Jack Higgins.  Known by ev-
eryone as “All State”, he took that punishing 
and painful U.S. Navy Seal training in San 
Diego, CA, and became a U.S. Navy Seal, 
and also a U.S. Navy helicopter pilot, who 
served his country brilliantly in the Vietnam 
War, flying rescue missions behind enemy 
lines.  Who would have guessed that one of 
our own classmates and friend would be a 
national hero.  Yes, Lt. Commander Jack Hig-
gins, the same guy who played baseball for 
the Eagles, and served his country deserves 
our thanks and admiration, whereby we are 
all proud to have walked those hallowed halls 
of St. Mary’s with this Navy Seal.

Bill “Biff” McKeon
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayreville) 

Indiana

Hi Tom,
I read the article in the recent SA Times 

relating to the two Morgan teams that were 

entered in the South Amboy Babe 
Ruth League, and thought I might be able 
to give you a bit of information.  I played 
on the Morgan Merchants, but I’m a little 
fuzzy about the years.  I think I played in 
1959 and 1960 when I was 13 and 14 years 
old, but I’m not sure.  It was an awful long 
time ago!  I do remember some of the guys 
on my team.  There was Alan Ellison (P/OF), 
George Kiernan (1B), Ray Selover (SS), and 
Dennis Beasich (P/OF).  I was the catcher.  
I’ve been racking what’s left of my brains 
to try to come up with more names, but this 
is all I can remember.  I do remember the 
Merchants  were pretty bad, and I honestly 
don’t think we ever won a game.  But, it was 
great fun and the games are one of my happi-
est childhood memories.  The only names I 
can remember playing against are Jerry Drill 
and Paul Nagy.  I also remember one of the 
umpires, a guy called Lopez and I think he 
either owned or worked for Sanitary Fuel Oil 
Co.  I remember him because he was a great 
guy and used to talk to me and crack jokes 
all the time while I was catching.  If I can 
think of anyone else I’ll let you know.

Walt Hermann, Sayreville
NOTE: The umpire referred to was the 

late and beloved Tony “Lopey” Lopez, one 
of the all-time greatest.  

Mayor Billemeyer 
Identified

In last month’s photo from 1970 with the 
Sayreville War Memorial HS baseball play-
ers Kevin Lynch and Jim Campion receiving 
awards, one adult was unidentified.  He was 
none other than Sayreville Mayor Henry 
Billemeyer.  Thanks to our loyal readers 
Jane Wortley, Raniero Travisano, and Chuck 
Kelly, we have now solved the mystery. 

Ladies Auxiliary Members
Identified

Several SA Times readers sent in names 
to help identify the members of the Mechan-
icsville Hose Co. No. 1 Ladies Auxiliary 
who were pictured in last month’s “Photo 
Challenge.”  Some people identified just a 
few ladies, while others knew most of their 
names.

The correct names of those who ap-
peared are as follows:

Standing (l-r) Ella O’Brien, Martha 
Holton, Mary “Sis” Dooling Cross, Helen 
Kurtz, Rosebud Reilly Podufalski, Barbara 

SA Times faithful reader, Robert Mar-
tenak has many fond memories of Sacred 
Heart Church Hall.  He said that, “I have 
many fond memories of that building which 
is still much like it was when I spent time 
there between the mid 1940’s and 1950’s.  
It was home to our Cub Scout meetings, as 
well as the Boy Scout meetings in the rooms 
up front.  There was the auditorium that was 
a basketball court and the stage where I took 
part in many plays during grammar school 
days.  Most remembered for the basement 
being “The Club” where we hung out as 
young boys-it had a few lanes of bowling 
alleys (4 or 6) where as I grew up, I made 
a few dollars setting pins, as these were not 
automatic machines in those days.  There 
were pool tables, ping pong tables, a shuffle 
board and a meeting room that served as a 
TV room, where we could watch TV.  It also 
had a small snack stand that had “Stanley” 
soda (from up the street) as well as candy, 
chips, etc., mostly for the bowlers, but open 
to anyone who had the minimal cost.  It was 
our place to go all winter when it was too cold 
to be outside, and the strange thing when I 
think about it now is that I don’t remember 
there ever being any trouble there.  The guys 

were from all over town, not just the Sacred 
Heart Parish, but we all got along, and I 
don’t ever remember anything being broken 
or damaged by us.  The most scary thing I 
remember there is when you were setting 
pins and Ray Nebus, chomping on his cigar, 
would whip that bowling ball down the lane 
and you had better be well off the pin setters 
seat, which was on the edge of each alley, as 
the pins many times flew up over the back 
wall of the alley pit.  I seem to recall our 
pay being 25 cents per bowler per game.  If 
you did a good job, sometimes they would 
slide a quarter down the alley to you at the 
end of a match.  Great memories!”

Matt Prusik of South Amboy recalled 
that it was known as “The Annex,” where 
they play Bingo upstairs today.  When I was 
attending school there in the early 1970’s, two 
(2) Fifth Grade Classes were held there.” 

Lee Szatkowski, formerly of Sayreville 
and now living in North Carolina remem-
bered “When I attended in the very early 
70’s, it was called the school annex.  My 
6-8th grades were held in that building.  We 
thought we were big shots.  We were across 
the street from the main school!” 

Masterson Sturgis, Dorothy “Dot” Leslie, 
Pat Keating, (Ruth Jensen or Edith Andre-
jewski?),  Maime Stolte Holton, Blanche 
Freeman Erickson.  

Sitting (l-r) Evelyn Freeman, Har-
riet Switzer, Carrie Peterson, Marie Kurtz, 
Rose Kudelka McCarthy, Marie Cronin 
Newcomb, Alice Owens, Catherine Zientek, 
Jean Masterson.  Missing from photo was 
Florence Kurtz.

*The only one that is in question was 
either Ruth Jensen or Edith Andrejewski?  
Does anyone know who it is?

Joy Kurtz Sumski told us that photo 
was taken in the early 1950’s.  Dan Owens, 
formerly of South Amboy and now living in 
Atlanta, Georgia said that, “This one means 
a lot to me.  Both my grandmothers are in 
this picture.  Carrie Peterson, my mother’s 
mother, and Alice Owens, my father’s mother 
were active members in the Auxiliary.  As 
a child, I recall viewing this photo with my 
grandmother.  Thanks for publishing it.  I love 
the newspaper (thanks to a special lady in 
South Amboy).  Edward Olowicz recognized 
two ladies, Dot Leslie and Blanche Erickson.  
Others who identified many ladies in the 
photo were Estelle Pluskota, Kathy Murphy, 
and Bob Leslie.

Elaine Holton Scott, our SA Times 
feature writer from Georgia (Formerly of 
South Amboy), was given all of the names 
many years ago from her late mother, Martha 
Holton, (who was in the photo) and kept 
them in a safe place until “The Photo Chal-
lenge” contest.

This local structure still looks pretty much the same as it did in this beautiful vintage photo.  
Do you know what it is, and where it is located?  Send your answer in to: satimes@aol.
com.  Good luck!
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The Easter Bunny Came To Town

Vincent Lee (c), his mother April Lee (l) and father Keith Lee (r) enjoyed their visit with 
the Easter Bunny at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426 Annual Breakfast with 
the Easter Bunny.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Maggie Whiteley also enjoyed her 
breakfast and visit with the star of the 
show, the Easter Bunny.  

Shore Gate Board 
Meetings

Shore Gate has changed its monthly 
board meetings from the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month to the 3rd Thursday.  Meetings 
will be held at 7 p.m. in the Community 
Room.  The dates are: June 16; July-No 
Board Meeting; Aug. 18; Sept. 15; Oct. 20; 
Nov. 17; Dec.-No Board Meeting.

Easter Egg Hunt
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. would 

like to thank all of the participants in the An-
nual Easter Egg Hunt.  Congratulations to all 
of the prize winners and they look forward 
to seeing everyone next year. 

1971 Class Reunion
St. Mary’s HS Class of 1971 is plan-

ning its 40th Reunion for Sat., Oct. 15 at 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH) 
Building in South Amboy.  Invitations will 
be mailed out soon.  Please contact Kathy 
Farley McGinn at 732-363-6231 or e-mail 
Km8235@aol.com for details.

The class is still seeking several people: 
Deborah Barton, Patricia Callahan, Linda 
Cofone Bond, Kathleen Grabko, Maureen 
Hogan, Hope Jeffray, Allan Neidermeier, 
Mark Scully, Robert Short, Deborah Sikor-
ski, Beverly Simons, Charlie Steuber, Thom-
as Shipley Thomas, and Allen Zebrowski.  
If you know any of their addresses, please 
contact Kathy.

Digital Photo 
Series: Part 2: I 
Took the Shot. Now 
What?

Well-known New Jersey photographer, 
Walter Choroszewski, will help you take 
the “next steps” in developing a Digital 
Work Flow and Management plan on their 
computers. Join Walter on Wednesday, 
June 8 from 6:30-8:00 PM at the Sayreville 
Public Library. He will demonstrate basic 
photo editing techniques using popular 
commercial software and will offer tips and 
tricks for emailing and printing photos. With 
Q&A, the program may run up to 2 hours. 
Register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.
org. Contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 x25 
or email alainad@lmxac.org if you have 
any questions.

OLV Senior Group 
June Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their 
June meeting on Friday, June 3, 2011 at 
1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. Prior to 
the business meeting, the group will have 
a closing Mass to celebrate their year. Re-
member to wear your favorite summer outfit 
to the meeting. 

The members will be treated to a picnic 
for their final meeting of the year. Please 
contact Rose Nafus at 732-257-6728 if you 
plan on attending the picnic. All members 
must have paid their dues by April 1. Any 
non-members will be charged $15.00. 

Please bring a non –perishable food 
item for St. Vincent de Paul’s pantry. Any 
questions call Teri at (732) 727-7639.

Car Show to Benefit SPAC
Sayreville Pet Adoption Center will host its second annual “Rods and Paws” Car 

Show on Sunday, June 26 from 11 AM to 3 PM at Burke’s Park on Washington  Road in 

Sayreville -- a great shady spot to enjoy a 
fun and relaxing show which  will include 
refreshments, giveaways, prizes and a 50/50.  
Trophies will be awarded in many categories 
including Best Custom, Best Orphaned, 
Best Truck,  Best in Show and Peoples 

Choice.  The first 40 entrants will receive 
a dash  plaque and goody bag.   Entry fee 
is $10 in advance, $15 on show day.  For 
more details or to register please call event 
coordinator Walt at (732) 257-1060 between 
2-7 PM daily.  

Friday Afternoon 
Matinees

Sayreville Public Library presents...Fri-
day Afternoon Matinees on the second Friday 
of each month! Join us for our monthly movie 
matinee and watch award-winning films on 
our new 84” x 84” screen in our Meeting 
Room!  The June feature will be on Friday, 
June 10th from 2:00-4:00 PM. Treats will 
be served! Adults only, please. For details 
about the movie of the month, visit www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or call Alaina at 732-
727-0212 x25 or email: alainad@lmxac.org 

➩
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Striped Bass fishing off our local 
beaches has picked up somewhat.  I heard of 
at least two big stripers caught at Cliffwood 
Beach.  Some short Bass are being caught 
everywhere.  If you fish from a boat, the 
Striper fishing is quite good with some big 
ones up to 40 pounds.  Ocean fishing from 
the surf has picked up for the entire coast-
line.  Clams are the bait to use, they out fish 
anything else so far.  Bluefish have moved 
into the ocean and bay at the end of April.  
There is good surf fishing inside the bay for 
them.  In Barnegat Bay and Inlet Bluefish 
are all over the place.  Winter Flounder are 
just about finished.  Fluke have moved in 
and the season opened May 7th.  Lots of 
shorts and a good number of keepers have 
been caught.  More Fluke are moving in 
from offshore.  This fishing will improve 
each week.  Surf casters fishing clams for 
Bass in the Seaside Park area are getting a 
few surprises as some small Black Drum 
up to 25 pounds are taking clams meant 
for Stripers. Sea Bass regulations will be 
decided soon.  New Jersey must take a cut 
from previous catch quota. Whatever hap-
pens is not good for us!
Fresh Water

Opening day found me fishing at the 
North Branch at Far hills where I only saw a 
few Trout caught.  I don’t think they stocked 
too many here and only in one area.  I did 
nothing there and I moved on to the Peapack 
Brook where I caught two and lost one. The 
next day my wife and I fished the Peaquest, 
catching three and missing a few in high, cold 
water.  We returned two weeks later catching 
three more and missing quite a few Trout.  
The water was still high.  Shad fishing in 
the Delaware River is 
in full swing the 
entire length of 
New Jersey.

Staying Safe In and Around Water This 
Summer

Ruben Merino, Aquatics Director, South Amboy Branch YMCA

the life jacket or floatation and jump in or 
fall in the pool.  This is a horrific reality that 
many adults with backyard pools experience 
every summer as a result of their kids being 
left unsupervised.  To prevent a drowning 
accident from happening, young children 
should always be supervised by an adult. 

Learning to swim is a very important 
skill for a child to master and is a great way 
to learn about water safety in and around 
the pool.  At the YMCA, children learn 
about pool safety, build confidence, and 
learn the fundamentals to become swim-
mers.  Children learn the safety skills to stay 
afloat during a water emergency and build 
the strength to swim to safety.  Learning to 
swim does not happen overnight, and a child 
will need more than one set of lessons to 
be safe in and around a swimming pool.  A 
parent’s commitment to a child’s swim les-
son can prevent a drowning accident from 
happening, and is one of the best ways to 
learn water safety skills.

Summer can be a fun and enjoyable 
time for the family but we must not overlook 
safety.  Life jacket safety, adult supervi-
sion, and swim lessons are great ways to 
practice pool safety.  Have a Fun and Safe 
Summer! 

The summer is getting closer and closer 
and the weather is starting to warm up.  
The thought of going swimming could be 
refreshing, but we must also remember that 
safety should be number one on everyone’s 
list.  Some of the ways to stay safe in and 
around the water during the summer are life 
jacket safety, adult supervision, and swim-
ming lessons.

A life jacket is a useful tool for a non-
swimmer because it is designed to keep a 
person’s head above the water while allow-
ing proper breathing.  For a life jacket to be 
effective, proper maintenance and usage is 
required.  Adult-sized life jackets will not 
work on children, because they are too big 
and a child’s head could slip through the life 
jacket.  Life jackets come in different sizes 
specially made for children and should fit 
comfortably and snug.  Life jackets that are 
waterlogged or have lost buoyancy should 
be thrown away.  There are many types of 
floatation devices that children wear, but life 
jackets are the best choice for non-swim-
mers.  Other floatation devices may not be 
as buoyant as life jackets and are not always 
designed to keep the person’s head above 
the water.  Non-swimmers should always 
wear a life jacket to stay safe in and around 
the water.

Adult supervision is required around 
the pool area, especially with young chil-
dren who are not able to stand up in the 
shallow end of the pool, in which case the 
adult would have to go in the water.  Adults 
should never leave children unattended in and 
around the pool area, even if the child has 
a life jacket or floatation device.  If a child 
is left unattended, he or she could remove 
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Former South Amboy resident, Tom O’Leary (r) is congratulated by his daughter, Deirdre, 
after completing his 40 mile ultra marathon in Philadelphia.  Tom had a great idea to use 
his one-man marathon as a fundraiser for student tuition assistance at the Catholic high 
school where he teaches.  The event was a big success.  Congratulations, Tom on a job 
well-done!  (Photo submitted) 

The Fabulous 40’s

1943-The “Can-Can Girls” were a close-knit group of friends from St. Mary’s HS Class 
of 1943, and are pictured standing near the old high school.  Top row (l-r) Amelia Nebus, 
Ann Lynn, Jean Corvino, Helen Gengo, Helen Everitt.  Bottom row (l-r) Rita Deutsch, Joan 
Southard, Eleanor Baucsis, Jean Nordling, Mary Subjack.  (Photo/names courtesy of Jean 
Myslinski)

MEMORIAL DAY
 by Henny the DJ

There were three of us who were to-
gether our whole time in the Army going 
through: Basic Combat Training-Ft Dix, AIT, 
Infantry-Ft Dix, Drill Corporal School-Ft 
McLellan, Alabama, Drill Sgt School-Ft 
Jackson, South Carolina, and finally actual 
Drill Sergeants in the 5th Battalion, 1st Train-
ing Brigade, Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

Besides myself there was John 
O’Flanagan, recent graduate of Boston 
College, drafted before entering Graduate 
School. Red Sox fan naturally, and an indi-
vidual as unsuited to harsh military life as 
could be imagined. He was given to what 
is called today Classic Rock, ie.  Doors, 
Beatles, Bob Dylan, and I was mostly into 
Soul Music- James Brown, Chuck Jackson, 
Archie Bell and the Drells. He was a soft 
spoken gentleman thrust by fate into possibly 
the most caustic, ungentlemanly profession 
that exists. And he pulled it off until the CO 
realized that his scholarly talents would be 
much better suited to being the company 
clerk, a much more important job than it 
sounds. 

The other member of our triad was Fred 
Verry, a kind of a strange bird: short, shifty, 
sneaky quiet, don’t even think he liked music 
that much, but, ironically, his father owned a 
radio station in upstate NewYork. His wife 
flattered me by saying she thought I would 
be a good DJ. Who Knew? He was work-
ing on a Masters Degree in Education from 

Columbia University, of all places, when 
he was drafted. He took his Army Career 
very seriously and graduated the first in 
our class from Drill Corporal School at Ft 
McLellan in April of 1968 and had a trophy 
to show for it.

From my many stories they knew South 
Amboy very, very well; just as I knew their 
hometowns. The names of The Tank, The 
Boat Club, the Bottle Stop, The Mustang, 
The Extra Back, Colonel Coopers, Sauter’s, 
Lopy, Peck, The Hideaway, Tarallo’s, Gus 
Pott’s  were quite familiar to them, and both 
wanted to watch the horse races at Fritz’s 
with me on a Saturday afternoon when we 
got out of the Army.

With only eight months left in our two 
year “hitch” we seemed pretty certain that 
somehow we would be able to make it out 
of the service in one piece. Then one day the 
First Sergeant called my two friends down 
to the orderly room to inform them that a 
“levy had come down” and they were to 
clear base by the end of the week and after 
a short leave they would be sent to Vietnam. 
They immediately came to me with their life 
altering news and told me, “Whatever you 
do, stay the hell out of the orderly room!  
Maybe they’ll forget about you!”  I said, 
“Hey, we’ve been together the whole two 
years, don’t worry. My notice is coming.” 
It never did

They both arrived in Vietnam with only 
six months left in the Army. They were both 
attached to what is called a LRRP unit, 
long range reconnaissance patrol, in the 
101st Air Mobile Division, and placed in 
combat units.

 Within a month Fred Verry was killed 
in action and later John O’Flanagan, the soft 
spoken gentleman, returned home a severe 
alcoholic- a condition he assured me was 
necessary to maintain his sanity after his 
ordeal in the jungle. I visited Fred’s grave 
site on a Memorial Day a few years ago in 
Jamestown. At the graveyard office I was 
directed to a distant corner of the grounds, 
but it seemed his plot was somehow miss-
ing. I had to call an attendant to help me 
search for it. Then suddenly cloaked in a 
patch of weeds we spotted a slab of stone on 
the ground starkly stating, “Sgt. Frederick 
A Verry – June 21, 1944 – June 4, 1969.”  
I don’t think I’ll ever get over the intense 
sense of disgust I felt in seeing his grave so 
abandoned and his sacrifice so seemingly 
unappreciated. 

About a year ago Billy Parsons visited 
the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington, 
DC, and he brought me back a photo of the 
engraving of “Frederick A Verry” on “the 
Wall” that I’m looking at right now on my 
desk. I just couldn’t go down and see Fred’s 
name in person. Not because of his terrible 
death in Vietnam, but because of the picture 
of his uncherished grave still in my mind.

Thank you, Billy.

Kindergarten students at Our Lady of Victories School in Sayreville hold up items that were 
donated to the St. Vincent dePaul Society’s food pantry.  Under the direction of their teacher, 
Laura Buongiovanni,  a Lenten food drive was held at the school.  Students in other grades 
brought in many foods, Easter and paper good items.  The Kindergarten students collected 
the foods,sorted it, and helped to carry it to the food pantry located in Monsignor Dalton 
Hall.  The experience has helped the students realize that they can help others even at a 
young age.  The items collected will help people within the Our Lady of Victories Parish 
and the Sayreville area.
(Photo/Article Submitted)

“Ms. Francine Lapolla of Forked River, NJ 
is pleased to announce the engagement 
of her daughter, Lauren Rose to Anthony 
Thomas Corcione, both of South Amboy.  
The bride-to-be, also the daughter of 
the late Frank A. Lapolla, graduated 
from Monmouth University Class of 
2005 and is a project manager with 
Tishman Construction in New York City.  
Mr. Corcione, son of Kara A. Sullivan, 
South Amboy, and Anthony Corcione, 
Manalapan, graduated from Monmouth 
University Class of 2006 and works in 
law enforcement.  The couple plan to 
exchange vows in the Fall of 2012.”

Engaged
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American Legion Lenape Post No. 211 Honors Those Who Served
As of January 1, 2000, Section 578 of 

Public Law 106-65 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act mandates that the United 
States Armed Forces shall provide the ren-
dering of honors in a military funeral for 
any eligible veteran if requested by his or 
her family. 

The rendering of Military Funeral 
Honors is a way to show the Nation’s deep 
gratitude to those who, in times of war and 
peace, have faithfully defended our country.  
This ceremonial paying of respect is the final 
demonstration a grateful Nation can provide 
to the families of deceased veterans.  

The impressive service customarily 
rendered by Honor Guard details includes 
a three-volley rifle salute and the playing 
of Taps by a lone bugler at a distance of 
30 to 50 yards from the gravesite while a 
“Final Salute” is given.  The playing of the 
emotional and powerful Taps was adopted 
throughout the military and officially recog-
nized by the U.S. Army in 1874.  It became 
standard at military funeral ceremonies in 
1891.  The strains of Taps are melancholy, 
yet full of rest and peace.  Its echoes linger 
in the heart long after its tones have ceased 
to vibrate in the air.  The service is concluded 
with the folding and presentation of the flag 
of the United States to the next of kin by 
an Honor Guard member who uses special 
wording depending on the branch of the 
U.S. Armed Forces in which the deceased 
veteran served.  

To provide such Military Funeral 
Honors, veterans’ organizations through-
out the country have established their own 
Honor Guards made up of carefully selected 
members who meet fitness and appearance 
standards. Volunteers must be members in 
good standing who are issued full dress 
uniforms free of charge for the during of 
their membership.  

In Central New Jersey, the Honor 
Guard of American Legion Lenape Post 
No. 211 located at 240 MacArthur Avenue, 
Sayreville, stands out, having established 
for itself an envious and impressive record 
of ceremonial activities.  

On October 21, 2009, Post No. 211’s 
Honor Guard pioneered New Jersey’s first 
Mission of Honor Services.  With Sayre-
ville’s picturesque Municipal Building in the 
background, the cremains of three Sayreville 
veterans were given full military honors.   The 
services attracted veterans from numerous 
organizations, as well as motorcycle clubs 
throughout the State.  Vietnam War Veteran 
and Post No. 211 Member, Kenneth Kelly, 
skillfully chaired the event activated by N.J. 
Mission of Honor Volunteer, Nellie Malet, 
with Sayreville Funeral Directors, Carmen 
and Christine Spezzi, playing primary roles 
in its flawless execution.  

The solemn ceremony drew County, 
State and National recognition and now 
serves as a model for future Mission of 
Honor Services to be conducted throughout 
the country.  

American Legion Lenape Post No. 211 
Honor Guard, by no means, limits itself to 
memorial services for deceased veterans.  
It also participates in various patriotic pro-
grams at local schools in an effort to instill 
in our young citizens a love of country, 
respect for our country’s flag and honor for 
our country’s military. 

Within the past two years, the Post 
No. 211 Honor Guard has also undertaken 
the presentation of Blue Star Banners to 
families who have sons or daughters serving 
in the military.  The Banners are intended 
for display in the windows of the homes of 
these families until the return of the family 
member serving.  To date, more than 20 
Blue Star Banners have been presented to 

Front Row : Kristen Signorile, Allie Attardi, Jaclyn  Samra, Ashley Edwards, Sammy Harris.
Second Row: Tori Barreiro, Morenike Akinrefon, Isi Enahoro, Katie Esposito, Jenna Skwiat.
Back Row: Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, Tony Esposito, Drew Harris, Heidi Croddick. (Photo/
Article Submitted)

SAYREVILLE 5TH/6TH GRADE GIRLS “FOUR TIME 
TOURNEMENT CHAMPS”

qualifying families. 
Captain Edward Strek, head of Ameri-

can Legion Post No. 211’s Honor Guard, 
along with Officers Artie Valentino, Richard 
Kosmoski, Frank Sullivan and Jerry Sprin-
gard are now in the process of preparing 
for what promises to be a busy calendar 
of events. 

On Memorial Day, May 30th, the Honor 
Guard plans to gather at the Post Home to 
commence a day-long tribute to our Nation’s 
deceased veterans.  

Their day will begin at 5:30 a.m. with 
memorial services at various local cemeter-
ies, the Vietnam Monument on Ernston Road 
and the Exempt Firemen’s Monument.  This 
will be followed by a ceremonial march to the 
top of the Sayreville/South River Veterans’ 
War Memorial Bridge together with mem-
bers of V.F.W. Post No. 4699, the auxiliaries 
of both groups, as well as local dignitaries.  
The day will culminate with Sayreville’s 

signature event, the Annual Memorial Day 
Parade, a time when Sayreville makes a 
special effort to remember and honor its 
deceased veterans.  

This May event is followed by a Flag 
Retirement Service on June 14th, Korean 
War Veterans’ Service on June 25th, Pre-
sentation of the Colors on Sayreville Day 
on September 18th, Veteran’s Day Service 
on November 11th and Pearl Harbor Day 
Service on December 7, 2011.  

Captain Edward Strek, on behalf of 
American Legion Lenape Post No. 211, in-
vites and urges all residents of the Borough 
of Sayreville to attend the above events.  
He also wishes to remind all readers of the 
dire warning sounded by President Calvin 
Coolidge that a nation which forgets its 
defenders, will be itself forgotten.  A large 
attendance by the public at any service 
honoring our veterans will show that the 
BOROUGH OF SAYREVILLE HAS NOT 
FORGOTTEN! 

The Sayreville Athletic Association 
made some changes to the girl’s basketball 
program four years ago and the fruit of their 
labor is a four time championship team 
this season.  The SAA girl’s program ran 
for years, just as the boy’s program does, 
as a recreational basketball league where 
parent volunteers coach teams through one 
organized game per week.  The new director, 
Heidi Croddick, however saw a need for more 
instruction in the girl’s division and together 
with the guidance of an experienced coach, 
Tony “Mik” Miklaszewski they made some 
changes.  The girls now begin the evening 
in a basketball clinic environment before 
playing their scheduled games.  The results 
have been incredible, as you can see by the 
accomplishment this season.  In the 5th and 
6th grade division, Coach “Mik” works 
closely with Coach Harris, Coach Esposito, 
and Coach Edwards on drills and training 
for every skill level.  Even girls, who have 

never played basketball before, find a love 
for the game, though the dedication of some 
time, effort, and coaches who care enough to 
share their love of the game with them. After 
a couple of years in the current format, word 
of the program got out, and the girls were 
invited to play in the Sacred Heart League.  It 
was a great struggle for the girls that first year.  
They had simple T-shirts and mismatched 
shorts, and were playing against teams that 
had much more experience and access to 
practice time.  Needless to say, they did not 
fair well that first season, but the girls were 
thrilled to have a chance to play.

Last year, they were invited back again, 
and the SAA had try-outs for their first “travel 
teams” to enter the Sacred Heart League.  
The girls selected played in both the SAA 
recreational program and the Sacred Heart 
League.  They were still struggling, but 
improving and kept working hard regard-

less of the fact that they were not winning 
many games.  This year however, has been 
a remarkable year for the 5th and 6th grade 
travel team.  They have worked so hard and 
have come such a long way and now have 
gained respect and have managed to become 
4 time champions on the season.  The 5th and 
6th grade travel girls have won the Sacred 
Heart League championship, the Sacred 
Heart tournament championship, the St. 
Bart’s tournament championship, and the 
St. Stan’s tournament championship.  The 
coaches and parents are, of course, delighted 
with the outcome of this Cinderella season, 
but more important than the championships 
is the teamwork and sportsmanship they’ve 
developed, the self confidence instilled in 
each of them, and the sense of pride that 
each of the girls feels for her contribution 
to this amazing accomplishment.

Korean War Hero
By Jerry Connors

U.S. Marines Corporal, John M. Barrett 
of South Amboy was presented with the Navy 
Cross by the President of the United States 
“For extraordinary heroism in connection 
with military operations against an armed 
enemy of the United Nations, while serving 
as Leader of a Rifle Squad in Company F, 
Second Battalion, First Marines, First Ma-
rine Division (Reinforced), in action against 
enemy aggressor forces in the Republic of 
Korea on 10 June 1951.  Painfully wounded 
by hostile grenade fire, while leading his men 
in an attack against a strong enemy hill posi-
tion, Corporal Barrett courageously refused 
medical attention and, pressing forward 
through the intense hostile fire, resolutely 
continued the attack.  Although wounded a 
second time, he paused only long enough to 
receive first aid and again charged forward 
across the fire-swept ground, inspiring his 
men to follow him in the final assault of the 

position.  While engaged in overrunning the 
emplacement and routing the entrenched 
enemy, he was struck by hostile small-
arms fire and fell, mortally wounded.  By 
his valiant leadership, indomitable fighting 
spirit and unwavering devotion to duty in the 
face of heavy odds, Corporal Barrett aided 
immeasurably in the successful seizure of 
this strategic terrain and thereby upheld 
the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service.  He gallantly gave his life 
for his country.”

John M. Barrett was born in Newport, 
Rhode Island and his family apparently 
moved to South Amboy, after his mother 
died.   An aunt, Mrs. Margaret Bennett also 
lived in South Amboy.  Does anyone know 
have any information on this family?  Please 
let us know.

Memorial Day 
WWW.?

Do you recognize this soldier?  Send your 
answer to us at satimes@aol.com.

Photo/Article By Jerry Springard
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Childbirth 
Education Class

The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 
offer a Childbirth Education Class in con-
junction with Raritan Bay Medical Center 
on Sunday, June 26th.  The class will meet 
from 8:30am to 4:30pm at the South Amboy 
Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in 
South Amboy, NJ.

The class for parents-to-be will be taught 
by Nurse Educator, Debbie LaTour, RN, of 
Raritan Bay Medical Center.  This is a great 
way to prepare for labor and birth.  Breakfast 
and lunch will be provided.

The Class fee is $100 for Members and 
$125 for Non-Members.  Non-Members will 
also be required to take out a $40 Program 
membership.  Please visit the Welcome 
Desk of the South Amboy YMCA to register 
for the class.  Space is limited.  For more 
information, contact Amanda Rushnak 
at 732-553-9622 or amanda.rushnak@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

Facebook for 
Dummies!

Do you know how to utilize the #1 
website on the Internet?  Tech Guru Karlton 
Utter will be back at the Sayreville Public 
Library to go live on the site with the audi-
ence using the wall, profile page, groups, 
and business pages.  He will also cover 
adding photos, sharing news articles, setting 
up events, messaging, and lots of other fun 
stuff the site can do to keep you connected 
and engaged with your friends! Thursday, 
June 30, 6:00-8:00 PM. Register online 
at www.sayrevillelibrary.org  or contact 
Alaina for more information at 732-727-
0212 x25 or email: alainad@lmxac.org. 

5K Run & Health 
Walk

Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club’s 
34th annual 5K Run and Health Walk will 
be held Saturday, June 25th.  Proceeds will 
benefit the city of South Amboy’s Fire and 
First Aid departments.  There will be a free 
youth Fun Run, awards, t-shirts, post race 
picnic, and all day swimming and tennis. 
For more information or to download a 
registration form, go to www.froghollow-
swim.com or register in person at the club 
7:30 AM day of race. 5K run starts at 9:00 
AM. Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club is 
located on Ferris St. off of South Pine Ave. 
in South Amboy, NJ. The phone number is 
732-727-9094.

4th Annual Dog 
Show

A dog show to benefit the New Jersey 
SPCA will be held on Saturday June 11th 
at 11:00am at the Sayreville dog park on 
Bordentown Ave.  Raffles with prizes from 
Nylabone and Loriel will be held.  For more 
information please call 732-390-0750.
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Sayreville Recreation Department: Summer 
Programs & Special Events

Registration for the following programs will begin on Monday May 2nd 2011 and 
run thru June 24th, 2011 – Monday – Friday (8:30am – 3:30pm) @ Mickey Sedlak 
Recreation Center on Dolan Street – programs begins the week of June 27, 2011 

Burkes Park Summer Camp and Little Kids Playtime begin on July 5th 2011.
Burke’s Park Summer Camp – Ages 4-11 9:15-12:15pm
Little Kids Playtime at Kennedy Park – Ages 3-5 9:15-12:15pm
Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center
Summer Fun – ages 3-5 Mondays 9:00-11:30am
Co-ed Crafts – ages 6-13 Tuesdays 9:00-11:30am
Little Chefs – ages 3-5 Wednesdays 9:00-11:30am
Snacks R Us – ages 6-13 Thursdays 9:00-11:30am
Mommy & Me – ages 18 months & up Fridays 9:15-10:15 or 10:30-11:30am
Adult Aerobics – Starting June 6th Monday – held at the Mickey Sedlak Rec. Center- 
Mon. Yoga & Zumba - 6:30-7:30pm and/or 7:40-8:40pm 
Truman School
Gymnastics– ages 6-13 Tues -9:00am-12:00pm
Dance – ages 6-13 Wed – 9:00am-12:00pm
Cheer – ages 6-13 Thurs – 9:00am-12:00pm
Sayreville Recreation Sports Camps - boys & girls 2nd-8th grade
Soccer Camp – June 27th-July 1st 9:15am-2:30pm (Borough Hall)
Volleyball Camp – July 5th-July 8th 9:15am-2:30pm (Borough Hall)
Basketball Camp – July 11th – July 15th 9:15am-2:30pm (Middle School Gym)
Softball Camp – July 18th-July 22nd 9:15-2:30pm (Borough Hall)
Special Events
Memorial Day Parade – May 30th 2011 – 10:00am
Community Flea Market – June 11th 2011 – Boro Hall Soccer Field 8:00-1:00pm
Independence Day Celebration – July 2nd 2011 – Kennedy Park starts @ 4:00pm

The 60th Annual Observation of National Day of Prayer was held in front of City Hall in 
South Amboy on May 5th.  The Service was led by Pastor Carney from First Presbyterian 
Church of South Amboy.  The theme this year was “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”.  (Phot 
by Brian Stratton)

Dowdell Summer Programs
ONE WORLD MANY STORIES 

for Children and “YOU ARE HERE” for 
Teens.  

Sign up by June 17 for a chance to win 
2 MOVIE TICKETS.  

 Special Summer Events include: “Wal-
laby Tales”  live animals from around the 
world!  Thursday, July 14 @ 3:45 pm “Bach 
to Rock”  featuring Caryn Lin!  Monday, 
August 22 @ 6:15 pm.

 Programs for Children
Wednesday June 1 – Color Shape 

BINGO at 3:30 pm. Ages 5+. Play to win 
prizes!

Friday June 3 – BINGO at 3:30 pm. 
Ages 5+. Play to win prizes!

Mondays June 6  – TOTTIME  ACTIV-
ITY for ages up to 2 at 11:30 am. 

Monday June 6 is MONDAY NIGHT 
AT THE MOVIES! Featuring  Gnomeo & 
Juliet at 5:45 pm! 

Mondays June 20 – CRAFTS 4  TOTS 
for ages up to 2 at 11:30 am. 

Wednesdays June  1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 
– STORYTIME/ACTIVITY for ages 3 -5 
at 3:30 pm. 

Mondays - June 13, 20, and 27 at 4:00 
pm are KIDZ Wii GAMES! Join us at 3:30 
pm to play!
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Avoid Injury While Enjoying Golf
Most golf injuries are related to the 

swing.  The most common injuries are to the 
lower back, and for right-handed people, the 
left wrist, followed by the left hand, the left 
shoulder and left knee.  Left-handed people 
would be the opposite; the right wrist, fol-
lowed by the right hand, right shoulder and 
right knee.  Sprains, strains and tendonitis 
are the most common complaints.  Injuries 
can be prevented or minimized with proper 
preparation.  Following are some simple 
steps to take to avoid injury and enjoy golf 
to its fullest:  1.Ask your Chiropractor about 
a conditioning program to strengthen and 
stretch the muscles used in the golf swing.  
2.Use the expertise of your local golf pro.  He 
can insure that your swing is mechanically 
correct.  Improper swing mechanics are the 
most common cause of golf injuries.  3.Make 
sure your clubs fit your body.  Clubs are like 
shoes; if you don’t buy the right size, your 
body will suffer the consequences.  4.If you 
walk the course rather than ride, don’t carry 
your golf bag.  Carrying a bag, even the 
lightweight styles, add extra strain on your 
body.  Use a pull-cart.  Those golfers with 
back problems might try pushing the cart 
rather than pulling it.  This will reduce the 
rotational strain on your lower back.  5.Don’t 
forget the simple things such as bending 
your knees to pick up the golf ball.  6.If you 
injure yourself, stop playing and consult your 
Chiropractor as soon as possible.  7.Have 
fun!  Too many golfers take the game too 
seriously.  Remember, the game is supposed 
to relieve stress, not create it.
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50 Years Ago  - Can you identify the Flower Girl and Ring Bearer from this Wedding?
Send your answers to us at satimes@aol.com.

Pre-Diabetes Program
The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, 

Woodbridge and South Amboy announced 
today its participation in an innovative pro-
gram to reduce the burden of diabetes – one 
of the nation’s costliest chronic diseases. 
This announcement comes on the heels of 
a recent Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention report that projects that as many 
as one in three adults in the United States 
could develop diabetes by the year 2050 if 
current trends continue. 

 The YMCA’s Diabetes Prevention 
Program (YDPP) is a group-based lifestyle 
intervention designed especially for people 
at high risk of developing Type II diabetes, 
and has been proven to cut high-risk peoples’ 
chances of developing the disease by more 
than half.  YMCA of the USA, the national re-
source office for the nation’s 2,687 YMCAs, 
is working with CDC, UnitedHealth Group 
and other organizations to expand the pro-
gram to as many communities as possible 
nationwide. The program will be available to 
community members in Metuchen, Edison, 
Woodbridge, and South Amboy beginning 
summer 2011.

“Providing support and opportunities 
that empower people to be healthy and live 
well is part of the YMCA’s charitable pur-
pose,” said William Lovett, CEO of YMCA 
of MEWSA. “The lifestyle choices learned 
through the YMCA’s Diabetes Prevention 
Program not only to reduce the risk for Type 
II diabetes, but also create a lifelong change 
in the way that individuals approach health 
and well being.  

Currently, 79 million Americans have 
prediabetes. Research shows that helping 
them adopt and maintain healthier lifestyles 
and lose a modest amount of weight can 
help prevent nearly half of new cases of 
type 2 diabetes

 In the United States, approximately 
one of every three persons born in 2000 will 
develop diabetes in his or her lifetime. The 
lifetime risk of developing diabetes is even 
greater for ethnic minorities: two of every 
five African Americans and Hispanics, and 
one of two Hispanic females, will develop 
the disease.  Source: Center for Disease 
Control

The YMCA’s Diabetes Prevention 
Program is based on the landmark Diabe-
tes Prevention Program (DPP) led by the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and 
supported by CDC, which showed that with 
lifestyle changes and modest weight reduc-
tion, a person with prediabetes can prevent 
or delay the onset of Type II diabetes by 
58 percent.

Researchers at Indiana University 
School of Medicine were able to replicate the 
successful results of the national DPP with 
the YMCA of Greater Indianapolis.  Unlike 
the national DPP research study, which was 
conducted with individuals one-to-one, the 
YMCA’s program is conducted in a group 
setting. 

The research by the Indiana Univer-
sity researchers also demonstrated that the 
YMCA could effectively deliver a group-
based lifestyle intervention for about 75 
percent less than the cost of the original 
DPP.  This research also highlighted the 

ability of the Y to take the program to scale 
nationally.

“We now have proof that lifestyle in-
terventions delivered through community-
based organizations such as the Y can save 
lives and health care dollars,” said William 
Lovett, CEO of YMCA MEWSA.

The goals of the YMCA’s Diabetes 
Prevention Program are to reduce and 
maintain individual weight loss by at least 
7 percent and to increase physical activity 
to 150 minutes per week. In a group setting, 
a trained lifestyle coach helps participants 
learn skills for healthier lifestyles by healthy 
eating, increasing physical activity and other 
behavior modifications over the course of 
16 core sessions. After the initial sessions, 
participants meet monthly for up to a year 
for added support in maintaining their life-
style changes. 

The YMCA is committed to making the 
program available to everyone in the com-
munity.  All individuals with a BMI over 24 
and who have two additional risk factors or 
have been diagnosed with prediabetes are 
eligible.

The YMCA’s Diabetes Prevention Pro-
gram is being offered as part of the Diabetes 
Prevention and Control Alliance (DPCA) – a 
subsidiary of UnitedHealth Group.  DPCA 
is offering the program to insurers and em-
ployers who wish to make it available to 
those they insure.  

Call Knikki Blanc, Diabetes Preven-
tion Regional Coordinator of the YMCA 
of MEWSA @ 732-516-9200 ext.1112 for 
information about availability and eligibility 
requirements.

Open Enrollment
Cardinal McCarrick High School is still 

accepting applications for the 2011-2012 
School year. 

Interested families are invited to come 
and explore all the school has to offer. Mem-
ber of the Diocese of Metuchen Schools the 
school meets curriculum standards of the 
State of New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion and is fully accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and Second-
ary Schools.

CMHS has a rigorous academic pro-
gram, with opportunities to develop the 
students intellectual, artistic, spiritual and 
physical abilities through many extracur-
ricular activities, community service and 
championship athletics. Test scores demon-
strate a focus on academic excellence with 
results consistently above public, state and 
national averages. The average class size of 
22 students allows individual attention.

CMHS serves families from more than 
15 surrounding towns and is conveniently 
located in the heart of Central New Jersey 
just minutes away from Middlesex, Somerset 
and Monmouth County communities.

For additional information or to make 
an appointment please call 732-721-0748 
ext.244 or e-mail mmendoza@cardinalmc-
carrick.com 
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Obituaries
Adamca, William R. “Billy,” 64, of 

Morgan died on April 8.
Beauregard, Fred W. Jr., 79, of Sayre-

ville died on April 10.
Bender, Ruth, 87, formerly of Sayreville 

died on April 5.
Beshada, Mildred A., 96, formerly of 

South Amboy died on May 8.
Bistak, Florence Dubil, 81, formerly of 

Sayreville died on April 11.
Bloodgood, Clarkson W., 74, of South 

Amboy died on May 7.
Burns, James, 83, formerly of Sayreville 

died on April 7.
Camillo, Felicio, 75, of Parlin died on 

May 7.
Carey, Dolores J., 79, of South Amboy 

died on April 17.
Cross, Barbara, 70, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on April 18.
DeCarlo, Anthony T., 72, of Parlin died 

on May 1.
George, John W., 89, of Sayreville died 

on April 23.
Gillette, Gary Sr., 60, formerly of South 

Amboy died on May 1.
Gladic, Eleanor E. Medvar, 77, formerly 

of South Amboy died on April 18.
Gundrum, Ivalou, 82, formerly of South 

Amboy died on April 8.
Howells, Rita E., 68, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on May 5.
Jasionowski, Jane, 87, of Parlin died 

on April 29.
Jurkiewicz, Paul T. “Harry,” 52, of 

Sayreville died on May 9.
Kist, Howard W., 64, of Sayreville died 

on April 19.
Krzywicki, Stella Pawlak, 90, of Sayre-

ville died on April 19.
Kulesa, Fred, 80, of Parlin died on 

May 6.
Kwitkoski, John C., 67, of Sayreville 

died on May 14.
Leikauf, Margaret M., 103, of Parlin 

died on May 7.
Long, Beverly J., 76, of Sayreville died 

on April 8.
Madeline, Joseph, 76, formerly of South 

Amboy died on April 23.
Martino, Elizabeth “Betty Burns,” 73, 

of Sayreville died on May 15.
Mazzio, Steven C., 46, of Sayreville 

died on May 2.
Michel, Patricia A., 68, of Sayreville 

died on May 2.
Niestempski, Raymond J. Jr., 72, of 

South Amboy died on May 3.
Przybylowski, John W., 94, formerly of 

Sayreville died on April 19.
Purcell, Madeline M., 93, formerly of 

South Amboy died on April 17.
Rosen, Lucille B., 57, of Parlin died 

on May 8.
Selover, George L., 91, of South Amboy 

died on May 19.
Silverstein, Irwin, 85, of Parlin died 

on April 7.
Smith, Charles R. “Bob,” 74, of Sayre-

ville died on April 18.
Snee, Jane E., 89, of Parlin died on 

April 3.
Starner, Mary Ann, 75, of Parlin died 

April 13.
Stawinski, Helen B., 81, of Sayreville 

died on April 29.
Stockinger, Elizabeth A. Flanagan, 86, 

of Sayreville died on May 9.
Strauss, Lisa M., 40, of South Amboy 

died on April 16.
Trepesowsky, Mary A. Ciejak, 95, of 

Sayreville died on May 16.
Treubert, Margaret, 96, formerly of 

Sayreville died on April 26.
Weber, Minnie, 97, of Sayreville died 

on May 4.
Zacharski, Frank, 95, of Sayreville died 

on April 12.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -DR
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