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South Amboy held its Annual Tree Lighting and Fire/First Aid Truck Parade on Dec. 8th.  
Enterprise Snorkel captured the winning trophy for best decorated truck.  Pictured  (l-r) 
Firefighter Joe Berikakis, Mayor Fred Henry, who presented the trophy, Firefighter Ted Huff, 
and Firefighter John Kelly.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  *See more photos on page 27.

Bob “Zak” Sekerak, Past Commander of American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62, South 
Amboy prepares to throw a memorial wreath into the Raritan Bay near the South Amboy 
Boat Ramp, in remembrance of all those who died in the attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941.  Commander Ed Peterson presented an outstanding speech to those in attendance.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Court Upholds 
Henry As Mayor
After many previous appeals by last 

year’s South Amboy mayoral candidate Mary 
O’Connor, the state Superior Court Appellate 
Division upheld the verdict of Fred Henry 
as mayor, by a unanimous three-to-nothing 
ruling.   Despite the fact that one vote was 
overturned, Henry emerged as the winner by 
a final count of 1128-1127.  Mayor Henry 
was happy with the court’s ruling, and hopes 
everyone including O’Connor can move 
on.  The mayor also mentioned that he was 
cognizant of the fact that O’Connor could 
appeal to the state Supreme Court, but he 
hoped she would be gracious enough to 
concede the election.

Road Improvements 
For Sayreville

The Borough Council recently approved 
a bond ordinance for necessary funding for 
10 roads in need of improvements.  A 2006 
ordinance was amended with additions 
including Grand Street, Bayview Avenue, 
Gondek Drive, Liberty Street, Grove Street, 
Jersey Avenue, Cliff Avenue, Wesco Street, 
Chevalier Avenue, and Manor Street.

The Borough will be using leftover 
funds from previous improvement projects 
according to Business Administrator Jeff 
Bertrand. 

Polar Plunge To Benefit 
Catholic Schools

Merri Maker’s Water’s Edge, Route 36 
South, Sea Bright, NJ Registration begins 
at 10:30 am. We plunge into the water at  1 
p.m. on Sunday, January 8, 2012.

Sacred Heart School will be participat-
ing in the 2012 Polar Plunge sponsored by 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians, Division 2 
Monmouth County, NJ. The purpose of the 
plunge is to help Catholic Education. Funds 
raised by the event are used for scholarship, 
financial aid, endowments, and facility proj-
ects, in an effort to help schools maintain 
enrollment levels.

If you are interested in sponsor-
ing Sacred Heart School or becoming a 
plunger, please contact Theresa Kelly at 
recordingsecretary@sacredheartsa.com or 
calling Theresa at 732-566-3082. 100% of 
all sponsorship money raised goes back to 
Sacred Heart School. 

2012 St. Patrick’s Day Parade Underway
Preparations for the 2012 South Amboy 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade are underway. This 
year’s parade will be held on Saturday March 
10th and will step off at 2:00PM. The rain 
date is scheduled for March 24th. This event 
is one of the city’s highlights each year. The 
parade continues to be a success because 
of donations we receive from our local 
businesses and corporations which covers 
the cost of the numerous marching bands 
that participate every year.  Along with the 
bands, we have many floats and thousands 
of marchers.

The South Amboy Parade Committee 
has announced that Rob McQuade and Ed 
O’Connor will be serving as Grand Marshal 
and Deputy Grand Marshal respectively and 
Owner of Main Liquors Hershey Patel has 

been named the Honorary Grand Marshal.
Several fund raisers will be held in the 

New Year, including Grand Marshals’ night 
celebrating the parade’s honorees being 
held at St. Mary’s hall on Friday Feb 3rd, ,  
Sunday Feb 12th “Hoist a Pint afternoon” 
at the Landmark Inn and Thursday March 
8th “Hoist a Pint Nite” at the Munck-ee 
Bar. Details of times will be updated in the 
January 2012 SA times issue.

If you have a group interested in being 
a part of this great event or for additional 
information, please visits the South Amboy 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade website at southam-
boyparade.com or you can contact the parade 
committee chairperson, Betty Sturgis at 732-
261-7350 or rbsturgis@optonline.net.

Air Force Lieutenant Colonel John F. 
O’Connell was recently selected as one 
of seventeen 2012 Afghanistan/Pakistan 
(AF/PAK) Fellows at the Industrial College 
of the Armed Forces (ICAF). The AF/PAK 
HANDS Fellows Program was commissioned 
in 2009 by former Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs, Admiral Michael Mullen, and last 
year was the inaugural class. The AF/PAK 
program’s mission is for the Fellows to gain 
a strategic perspective on South, Southwest, 
and Central Asia, increase detailed expertise 
on the greater Afghanistan and Pakistan 
region, and develop a deeper understanding 
of the challenges and successes in building 
security, governance, and economic viability 
in failed or failing states. Colonel O’Connell, 
a combat-decorated veteran of Desert 
Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom, is a 
student at ICAF and is pursuing a Master 
of Science degree in National Security and 
Resource Strategy. The Industrial College 
of the Armed Forces, located at Fort Leslie 
J. McNair in Washington, DC, is one of the 
military’s premier senior service schools in 
the Department of Defense “War College” 
system. 

Mayor Fred Henry

This issue  is 
dedicated to the 

loving memory of

Barbara Meyers
       April 15, 1952 - December 3, 2011

Holiday Blessings To All

Jubilant Sayreville Bombers’ football players celebrate after capturing the Central Jersey 
Group IV state championship over Manalapan, 23-11.  (Photo courtesy of Eileen Downs-
Giovenco)  *For the complete story, and exclusive photos by Eileen Downs-Giovenco, see 
page 17

Happy Holidays
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Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey (l) a pitcher for the Arizona Diamondbacks baseball organization 
attended the Marine Corps Reserve Toys For Tots Car Show in Morgan on Dec. 4th, with 
his fiancée Athena.  Kevin pitched well in the Venezuelan Winter League, but in his third 
start injured his knee.  He told us that he would be fine for Spring Training, and is looking 
forward to winning a spot on the big league club.  (Photo/info by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Sister Carol Henry Honored
South Amboy native, Sister Carol 

Henry, was honored at a 25th Anniversary 
Gala for the Mercy Center at Berkeley Hotel 
in Asbury Park.  Sister Carol, who was the 
founder of this outstanding charitable orga-
nization, received a new van for the Mercy 
Center.  Congratulations, Sister Carol! 

50th Anniversary
Congratulations to St. Bernadette pa-

rishioners Gerald and Ann Fallon on their 
50th Wedding Anniversary!   

In Memoriam
Salvatore Vona, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 15.  He worked for 
44 years at E.I. DuPont, and retired as a 
supervisor in 1980.  He was one of South 
Amboy’s most renowned hunters.  Martin 
Fruehwirth, 71, of Morgan died on Nov. 19.  
His wife told us that he loved The SA Times 
more than any other newspapers including 
the dailies.  Andrew Moran, 44, of South 
Amboy died on Nov. 20.  He was a great guy, 
who starred in 3 sports at Hoffman HS, and 
graduated in ’86.  Dorris Buckiewicz, 83, of 
South Amboy died on Nov. 23.  She was a 
wonderful lady, and worked as a Sayreville 
Board of Education secretary for over 25 
years prior to retiring.   In addition, Dorris 
was a volunteer and member of many local 
organizations.  Pam Siciliano, 79, formerly 
of Parlin died on Nov. 26.  She was a very 
nice lady, and was married to Vince “The 
Barber” Siciliano, who was the popular 
owner of Vince’s Barber Shop on Borden-
town Ave. in Parlin for many years before 
retiring.   Ed Behnen, 61, of South Amboy 
died on Nov. 29.  He was a really good guy 
who loved sports, and never missed a game 
when his son Ed was starring in baseball 
and basketball at South Amboy HS.  Tom 
Smith, 87, formerly of Sayreville died on 
Dec. 1.  A WW II veteran who served dur-
ing the invasion of Normandy, and later the 
Pacific Theater of Operations, he received 

(Continued on page 24)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. Hoffman High’s Student Council President 
in 1967?  a.Billy Clayton b.Robert Rock 
c.Carol Reinhart
2.In ’69 this ice cream business opened on 
Bordentown Ave., in Parlin?  a.Hershey’s 
b.Carvel c.Mr. Swiss
3.South Amboy’s Democratic Chairman in 
1980?  a.John Ciszewski b.Richard Schultz 
c.Ray Tomaszewski
4.She was selected “Miss South Amboy 
Fire Department for the 75th Anniversary 
Parade in ’65?  a.Anna Slavana b.Christine 
Baranowski c.Louise Burkard
5.He raised the Irish flag at South Amboy 
City Hall on St. Patrick’s Day in 1980?  
a.Thomas Noble  b.Edward O’Leary c.Sean 
O’Gallagher 
6.President of Sayreville Lenape Post No. 
211 Amercian Legion Auxiliary in ’60?  
a.Mary Stroholski b.Catherine Switzer 
c.Sally Zanalski
7. President of Hoffman High School’s senior 
class in ’67?  a.Edwin Witkowski  b.John 
Ewtushek  c.Harold Dennen
8.Mayor of Sayreville in ’69?  a.Mary 
Kerr  b.John Czernikowski  c.Anthony 
Popowski
9.In 1971, this beauty salon was located on 
South Pine Ave. in South Amboy?  a.Mary’s 
b.Marlene’s c.Heads Up
10.In ’83, where was the Concord Lounge 
located in Sayreville?  a.Highway 35 South 
b.MacArthur Ave. c.Washington Road
11.In ’71, where was Weber’s Towne Garage 
& Auto Body located?  a.Morgan b.Parlin 
c.Melrose
12.In 1972, where was the Pied Piper Lounge 
located in South Amboy?  a.Washington Ave. 
b.South Stevens Ave. c.South Broadway 

Answers
1a 2c 3b 4b 5b 6b 7b 8a 9b 10b 11a 12a.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Lagoda’s Saloon

Honored For Excellence - Ninety-five students were recently inducted into the Middlesex 
County College chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year 
colleges. From Sayreville, left to right: Melissa Calamari, Lorraine Mejias, Sonia Lucas. 
(Photo Submitted)

OLV Seniors 
Hunterdon Hills 
Christmas Show 

Trip
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a trip to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on 
Thursday, December 29, 2011 from 9:30AM 
– 5PM. The show being featured is entitled 
A Branson Country Christmas which fea-
tures the Tim Gillis Band and Comedian 
Crazy Elmer. The price of the trip is $75.00 
which includes ticket to the show, full meal, 
coffee, tea, bus transportation, bus gratuity, 
and snack on return trip. Make checks pay-
able to OLV Seniors. The bus will be at the 
lower parking lot of Our Lady of Victories 
Church. 

 For further information or to make 
a reservation, please contact Teri at (732) 
727-7639. Reservations need to be made 
by December 10, 2011.

Start The New Year 
Off Right

Let the South Amboy Branch YMCA be 
the Solution to your New Year’s Resolution.  
Bring in the New Year with a healthy attitude 
and a healthy body.  The YMCA offers a 
variety of group exercise classes that are sure 
to get you on your way to a healthy 2012.  
We offer Zumba, Group Cycling, Water 
Aerobics, Weight Training & much more!  
Need an extra boost in your routine?  Sign 
up with one of our Personal Trainers who 
will guide you on the road to a healthier you.  
Stop by the South Amboy Branch Y today 
and start 2012 off right!

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

Lagoda’s Saloon located at 109 South 
Broadway, South Amboy, is one of the 
area’s most popular establishments.  The 
origins of this business can be traced back 
to the end of World War II, when it was 
started by the late Joe Jerome, and called 
Jerome’s Tavern.

Lagoda’s Saloon will celebrate its 
28th Anniversary next October.  It was 
established by the late Jas Lagoda, and has 
been under the ownership of Raymond and 
Anne Kukulski for over 15 years.  They 
both have extensive backgrounds in this 
business.  Raymond was the manager and 
bartender at the old Colonel’s Garter from 
1979-80, and City Lights from 1981-85, 
as well as Lagoda’s Saloon.  Anne was 
a bartender at Colonel’s Garter and also 
City Lights.

Lagoda’s is the proud sponsor of a 
men’s bowling team that competes in 
area leagues.  Sports fans can relax in 
the cozy surroundings at Lagoda’s, and 
watch their favorite teams in baseball, 
basketball, football and hockey in action 
on Direct TV with the big TV’s.  Music 
lovers have over 5,000 great songs to 
choose from on Lagoda’s Touchtone 
Digital CD player.

This friendly, neighborhood saloon 
is a place for good, hometown conversa-
tion and company, as well as great service 
and a clean environment.  Lagoda’s motto 
is “Good people and good times.”  If 
you’re in the neighborhood, stop in at 
Lagoda’s Saloon, 109 South Broadway, 
South Amboy, or call Ray or Anne at 
732-727-4134.

Pictured (l-r) are Lagoda’s Saloon owners Raymond Kukulski, Anne Kukulski, and 
bartender Diana Malkiewicz.  Also pictured is Harry Potter, a playful Yorkshire Terrier.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Safari was the theme for this years Homecoming Dance at South Amboy High School, the 
students had a great time dancing to the music of DJ Stryzz. Pictured is this years Royal 
Court: (l-r) Senior Queen Patricia Cruz & Senior King Vishal Rama, Junior Court: Ashley 
Gibilisco, Kyle Krzyzanowski, Sophomore Court: Brittany Rusznak, John Acosta, Freshman 
Court: Jenna Anderson, Tim Kales, (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Another Year
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1995

Another year comes and goes,
And what have we now for to show?
Another year older and wiser some say,
Or more crime, more pollution, and more 
bills to pay
Unless you’ve won the lottery—oh what 
joy—
Me, personally, I’ve a new baby boy!
We regret the losses, but praise the gains
And work towards another year with what 
remains
Forgetting the old, with high hopes for the 
new
Resolutions abound, but will they hold 
true
Here’s a prayer for this New Year
“Help us cope with our woes”
For soon we’ll be saying 
Another year comes and goes!

March For Life Bus 
Trip

The Knights of Columbus Our Lady 
of Victory Council #2061 in Sayreville and 
St. Bartholomew Council #11873 in East 
Brunswick will be co-sponsoring a bus trip 
to Washington D.C. to participate in the An-
nual March for Life on Monday, January 23, 
2012. This will be the 39th year of this march 
to repeal the 1973 Roe vs. Wade Supreme 
Court decision that made abortion on demand 
the law of the land. There will be a 6:30 AM 
Mass at St. Bartholomew Church at 470 
Ryders Lane in East Brunswick followed 
by a light continental breakfast. The bus 
will depart from St. Bart’s Church parking 
lot at 7:30 AM. Lunch is also included. A 
minimum donation of $20 ($10 for students) 
is requested to help defray costs. For further 
information about the trip or to reserve a seat, 
please contact Michael Yetsko at (732)727-
7639 or e-mail at mtyetsko@aol.com.

Yearbook-Hoffman 1966
By Tom Burkard

The year of 1966 was marked with 
rioting in big cities, and shocking mass 
murders.  In “The Pleasant Little City” of 
South Amboy, Hoffman High’s Class of ’66 
probably orbited town groovin’ to hot tunes 
of the day like “Satisfaction,” “Help,” and 
the message song, “Eve of Destruction” by 
Barry McGuire.

Popular teachers were Sandra Muller, 
Myrna Osnowitz, Layton Shoemaker, Arnold 
Schwartz, Marilyn Simon, Lyn Balas.  Janice 
Pauloski was Student Council President, and 
Chris Russo was Senior Class President.  
Christine Baranowski  was Editor-In-Chief 
of the yearbook, while Claire Kierst held the 
same position with the school newspaper.  
The school play, “Arsenic and Old Lace,” 
really packed the house.

Some of the Class of ’66 selected 
randomly include: Gerald Arose, Paul Bau-
man, Marilyn Burkard, Carl Chodkiewicz, 
Angela DeMarco, Dan Erickson, Gary 
Flanagan, William Garnett, Tom Gorman, 
Charles Hicks, Tom Kelly, Leo McCabe, 
Bob McKeon, Pat Podufalski, George 

Point, Claire Prasnal, John Rowley, Linda 
Scully, Sandra Skwiat, Dianne Sloan, Roger 
Swanton, Gene Switzer, John Szatkowski, 
John Trotter, Elaine Wojciechowski, Bruce 
Wood, Louis Zrebiec.   Let’s have a mo-
ment of silence and remember the deceased 
members of the class.

On the sports scene, the boys’ basketball 
team, overloaded with underclassmen and 
few seniors, turned in an outstanding 16-6 
mark under Coach Ray “Butch” Tomasze-
wski.  Tony Pelican and Tom House were 
two of the finest senior athletes, and Tony 
was also the sports editor for the school 
newspaper.

Nationally in 1966, Doctor Zhivago was 
one of the most popular movies…  Batman 
arrived on TV…  The Valley of the Dolls 
was the best -selling book…Miniskirts were 
in, and men’s hair was getting longer…The 
Mod Look was popular everywhere in 1966, 
and the top song in the nation was “Paint It 
Black” by The Rolling Stones, when Harold 
G. Hoffman High School’s outstanding group 
of seniors graduated in June. 

Trip To Showboat 
Casino

The Sayreville Historical society is 
planning an Atlantic City bus trip on Jan. 
15 to Showboat Casino.  You will get $30 
slot cash back.  There will be Bingo and 
snacks on the bus, with snacks and a movie 
on the trip home.

The bus leaves the Sayreville Senior 
Citizens Parking Lot at 10:45 a.m. and returns 
approximately 8:30 p.m.   Cost is $35 (A $10 
deposit is required by Jan. 7).  To sign up, 
contact Art Rittenhouse at 732-525-3208 or 
leave a message at the Sayreville Historical 
Society Museum at 732-390-7048.

New Christmas 
Song

If you haven’t heard it by now, you prob-
ably will real soon.  A Christmas song that 
was released in September 2010 has really 
taken off this year.  “Where’s The Line To 
See Jesus” is an incredibly beautiful song 
that certainly hits home.  The singer Becky 
Kelley has one of the finest voices around, 
and should be a fixture in the music industry 
for many years.  If you didn’t get to hear this 
new song yet, just go to youtube.com and 
type in Where’s The Line To See Jesus.  As 
of this writing, the song has over 3 million 
hits on youtube.
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Rare Christmas Cards

Christmas 1933-South Amboy’s Harold G. Hoffman, prior to becoming Governor of New 
Jersey was the State Motor Vehicle commissioner from 1931-35  This is one of his Christmas 
cards he had designed to look like a license plate, with pictures of the Hoffman family on 
postcard stock, that came with a piece of parchment paper containing a Christmas wish from 
the “Happy Hoffman Home.”   It also had holly berry, and a 1933 car for the art work. 

Here is another vintage Christmas card 
from Harold G. Hoffman and family in the 
1930’s.  (Christmas Cards courtesy of Anna 
Harris-Friberg)

South Amboy’s Robert Bielinski was recently 
inducted into the Middlesex County College 
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international 
honor society for two-year colleges. (Photo 
Submitted)

Handel’s Messiah-
Dec. 17

On Saturday, Dec. 17 at 7 p.m., St. 
Mary’s Chamber Orchestra under Conduc-
tor Christopher M.C. Deibert will present 
their annual performance of Handel’s Mes-
siah.  The Advent/Christmas portion of this 
work will be performed in its entirety, along 
with excerpts from the second and third 
parts.  Don’t miss this delightful candlelit 
concert, set in beautiful Victorian-Gothic 
architectural surroundings.  Suggested 
donation is $15.

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Party Boats fishing right now is quite 

good for Striped Bass and big Bluefish. Jigs 
are working best right now.  Bass are going 
up to 35 pounds. Most of the Blues are jumbo 
going up to15 pounds and bigger.  Surf fish-
ing, especially to our south, in the ocean is 
very good.  Bait and plugs are producing.  
In the bay it’s still slow as most of the fish 
are out to sea.  I checked Cliffwood Beach 
a few times but saw very little action. I did 
hear of a few keepers. Party boat fishing for 
Blackfish is also productive. The limit is now 
6 until the end of the year.  I had a friend 
win the pool with an eight pound fish on a 
Belmar Party Boat.   Boats that go offshore 
fishing for Sea Bass are doing well.  Some 
Cod and Hake are mixed in too.  All Porgies 
must be returned as the season for them is 
closed.  There are more Ling showing up 
in the catches. I don’t expect any Mackerel 
until the first of the year, not with all the 
Bluefish around.

Fresh Water
I gave Fall Trout fishing another try at the 

Pequest.  I tried at least five spots, but most 
were empty. I did catch a 14 inch Rainbow 
and a 15 inch Brook Trout on spinners at 
a broken dam.  The water level was above 
normal and losing four good lures made 
the price high!  I tried different areas on 
the Monday after Thanksgiving. The upper 
Musconetcong was too high and unfishable.  
The South Branch at Long Valley only gave 
me a few nibbles, so I tried my luck at a 
spot on the Black River.  This I found was a 
good choice.  I wound up catching my limit 
of four Rainbows and losing one.  Three 
were 14 to 15 inches.  The big catch was a 
20 inch 4 pound Rainbow. All were caught 
with worms!  The Delaware River is still 
high but Walleyes are being caught when 
it can be fished.

Comedy Night
Mechanicsville Hose Co. No. 1 will 

hold Comedy Night 2012 on January 28th, at 
Sacred Heart Church Memorial Hall, Main 
Street, South Amboy from 7-11 p.m.  Cost 
is $40 per person, and it includes buffet, 
beverages (soda-wine-beer), entertainment 
(2 comedians plus a DJ).  For tickets and info 
call 908-296-4254.  Seating is limited.
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Local Girl Scout Troop 81969 is pictured standing on the George Washington Bridge for 
the 100-year anniversary of the Girl Scouts.  From (l-r) Judy Hathcock, Breanna Hathcock, 
Sarah Doyle, Rebecca Koy, Jessica Maliszewski, and Donna Maliszewski.  (Photo/info 
submitted)

Winter Registration 
For Rec Programs

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is 
currently holding registration for all Winter 
Classes from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center on Dolan 
Street.  Programs are: Seasonal Crafts; Sta-
tions of Fun; Snacks R Us; Snacks R Us 
with Mom; Once Upon A Time, as well 
as registration for Little Kids Playtime at 
Kennedy Park.  Classes for the Winter 2011 
session will begin the week of Jan. 9, 2012.  
For more info call 732-390-7092/7096.

Library Book Sale
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will hold their winter book sale on 
Saturday, January 21, 2012 and Sunday, 
January 22, 2012 from 1:30PM – 3:30PM 
in the library conference room located on 
Washington Road in Parlin.. Fill a bag with 
books for only $8.00. Choose from a great 
selection of titles with something for all ages. 
Bags will be supplies by the Friends’ group. 
Book donations can be dropped off for the 
sale at the beginning of January. Please do 
not donate encyclopedias or books written 
prior to 2000. For information, please contact 
732-727-0192.

Bill Henry is pictured breaking ground at the site where Frog Hollow’s new swimming pool 
will be built.  The project was “13 years in the works,” according to Henry.  Joe DeTullio, 
President of Frog Hollow said that, “The pool will feature a bench, and fiber optic lighting.   
The year of 2012 is Frog Hollow’s 50th Anniversary, and we now have 325 families that are 
members, and another 100 families on the waiting list.  The club originally started with 300 
back in 1962.”  (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Many Frog Hollow officers and members were present at the groundbreaking ceremony 
for the Club’s new pool.
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St. Mary’s Food Pantry donated bags of groceries, fresh produce and turkeys to 80 needy 
families for Thanksgiving.  The Food Pantry would also like to thank the community for all 
their donations throughout the year.  (Photo/info courtesy of Mary Ann Matarangolo)

Robert and Hilda Poland, are the first residents at Roosevelt Care Center in Old Bridge.  
(photo/info Submitted)
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Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien addresses the crowd during Veterans Day tribute at 
Borough Hall.  (Photo courtesy of Nellie Malet)

The SA Times Past December/ Christmas 
Issues Front Page News

5 Years Ago…
2006-South Amboy Fire Dept.  got 

a grant for $249,060…Octavia Zampella 
received the Franklin Award for her dedi-
cated volunteer work with the March of 
Dimes…Sayreville veterans USMC Wood-
row Hausserman and U.S. Army Vincent 
Chitren were honored posthumously with 
memorial plaques by the Sayreville Veterans 
Alliance at the Sayreville Public Library….
Veteran Marty Ziola threw the memorial 
wreath into the Raritan Bay as part of Ameri-
can Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 62, South 
Amboy’s Pearl Harbor Service…Bruce 
Springsteen appeared at Starland Ballroom 
in Sayreville.

10 Years Ago...
2001-Patti Kanecke became South 

Amboy’s first full-time policewoman in his-
tory…Beloved Sayreville baseball legend, 
Eddie “Buddy” Popowski, who spent his 
career with the Boston Red Sox organization, 
died at 88…John Yates, a 1970 Hoffman 
High graduate was recovering from serious 
injuries suffered in the 9/11 attack on the 
Pentagon, where he worked…Sayreville 
Borough Clerk Gladys Rzepka, announced 
she would retire the next fall after 39 
years…U.S Army 1st Sgt. Stanley J. Kusic 
of South Amboy, received the New Jersey 

Distinguished Service Medal during a cer-
emony at the Veterans Home in Menlo Park.  
He served the U.S. in World War II.

15 Years Ago…
1996-The 2nd Annual South Amboy-

Sayreville Times/Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 Dinner for the Underprivileged 
was a huge success…Jacqueline’s Florist was 
recognized for the second straight year as 
one of the Top 100 Florists in New Jersey by 
American Floral Services, Inc. (AFS)…Joe 
“Who” Kudelka, who organized the 1st Who’s 
Fishing Tournament, raised $500 from the 
event, and generously donated it to the South 
Amboy Recreation Dept. for the youth of 
the city…Our Lady of Victories Principal 
Duane M. Post was pictured with cards and 
posters children made for her on Principal 
Appreciation Day…

20 Years Ago…
1991-In The SA Times first Christmas 

issue, the front page featured South Amboy’s 
Mark Rasimowicz after he won the NJ 
Lottery’s Pick-6 Lotto Bonus $1 million 
drawing…The South Amboy Police Dept. 
sponsored the play, “The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever,” which was held at St. Mary’s 
Little Theatre…A new group, Friends of 
Timmy was formed by Jim Ryan of the South 
Amboy First Aid… 
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The Eagle mascot, William Szilagyi was on hand to greet the many people who attended 
the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s Craft Show recently.  Here he is shown taking a break, 
reading his favorite newspaper.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

St. Mary’s mascot originally named “Ollie” the Eagle is pictured way back in 1973 entertaining 
the crowd at a basketball game during halftime.   

Sugar Bolk, a 13-year old Jack Russell owned by Ed and Nancy Bolk of Parlin, really enjoyed 
her delicious Thanksgiving meal.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

In photo: Thomas Eib,(l), Kevin Alexander Scupp,(r) attained the rank of Eagle Scout recently. 
(Photo by Tim Forsthoffer)

Two Scouts Recognized For Attaining 
Eagle

(Article Submitted)

Fort Dix and Christmas 1967
By Henny the DJ

It was Christmas time 1967. After 
spending two solid months of 6 day a week, 
dawn to dusk, no relief toil, we, Company B, 
5th Battalion, 2nd Basic Training Brigade, 
Fort Dix, NJ, were finally at the tail end of 
Basic Combat Training. However, because 
The Army decided to get the 9 weeks of 
training all finished before the 10 day Post 
closing Christmas Break, we had to cram 
all the training for 9 weeks into 6 hectic, 
back breaking weeks. Ergo, there were no 
passes and we were told to “Carry On” with 
these 6 day a week solid 12 hour training 
workdays. 

After this total immersion into the harsh 
military lifestyle, with its crude discipline 
and mind numbing tedium, and enduring that 
much sustained time way from home, I daily 
became much more a soldier and less and 
less a civilian in my thoughts, conversation, 
friendships, vocabulary and expectations. 
The Tank – Kid Stuff; Fritiz’s on a Saturday 
afternoon with Alfie and Bootsie – Child’s 
Play; The Hideaway on a Saturday Night 
– a Faded Dream. Even the upcoming time 
off for Christmas break was just an irritating 
interruption back to a civilian life that in my 
mind was over and done. I was totally de-
South Amboy-ized, even with the “Pleasant 
Little City” only a short double time forced 
march up the Turnpike

Our training that week before the Christ-
mas Break was actually “playing” a war 
game. Half of us were the Red Army with 
the red markers attached to our field jackets 
battling the Blue Army out in the boonies of 
the Fort Dix Pine Barrens. Being over 6 feet, 
I was lucky enough to be given the heaviest 
weapon to carry through the woods that day: 
the now obsolete 40 pound M47 recoilless 
rifle, popularly know as the “Bazooka”. It 
was ok the first hour, but after another hour 
and another, and I was having a intense and 
embarrassing struggle keeping that big barrel 

on my shoulder and off the ground.  .
Eventually, all 100 of us in The Red 

Army were in an area so remote and wooded 
that it could have been in one of the battle 
settings that we all grew up watching in the 
World War II movies of the 50’s. We were 
dug in facing a stretch of road that ran maybe 
60 yards in a straight line to be able to spring 
an L shaped ambush on any enemy troops 
that passed us by. Maybe a quiet hour went 
by when right in the middle of our expected 
“killing zone” we saw what looked like a 
civilian commercial van bouncing its way 
toward us on that bumpy, deadly road. We 
crouched low waiting for the Drill Sergeants 
to give us the word to attack with our blank 
ammunition and compression grenades when 
I incredulously saw painted on the side of the 
vehicle in front of us, “Johnny on the Spot 
Port-o-Potties, Parlin, NJ. “ My God, was 
this some kind of omen? Good or Bad?

Out in the middle of our OFFICIAL US 
ARMY BATTLEFIELD in Fort Dix was 
a truck from my almost hometown and I 
freaked out. It was almost like seeing Lopy 
driving by in one of the Sanitary Fuel trucks! 
From that moment on I couldn’t wait to get 
back home and enjoy whatever I could of 
my Christmas Vacation and see the town and 
friends that really meant so much to me. I was 
a hometown boy again at Christmas!

The other day I was watching a TV 
shopping channel peddling the inane objects 
they now offer as Christmas Tree decorations 
when I decided that since the image of those 
“Johnny on the Spot Port-O- Potties” mean 
so much to me in my own personal lore 
of Christmas, I will soon be purchasing a 
Christmas ornament made in a miniature im-
age and likeness for my own tree to properly 
commemorate “Christmas, 1967.”

I don’t really care what any civilians 
think! God and I know and He will under-
stand!

Parents of Two Eagle Scouts from 
Troop 95, ”Home of the Eagles”, held a 
Court of Honor on August 14th at Sacred 
Heart Church Banquet Hall, South Amboy. 
The inductees were Thomas Eib and Kevin 
Alexander, (Alex), Scupp. Invocation and 
Benediction by Father Marian Drozd,           
Master of Ceremonies was Troop Committee 
Chairman, Tracy McCarty. National Athem 
was sung by Rachael Resignato.  Presenta-
tion  of Eagle Awards  by Scoutmaster Marty 
Ruszala. Presentations were given by  Dar-
ren LaVigne, South Amboy Police Chief, 
Patrolman Mike Kelly representing  South 
Amboy PBA, Commander Ed Peterson from 
Luke A. Lovely American Legion Post 62, 
Robert Clark, Mettameechem District Direc-
tor-BSA, James Fazak, Cheesequake State 
Park, Fred Henry, Mayor of South Amboy, 
just to name a few. Over 40 Congratulatory 
Letters were sent in from President & Mrs 
Obama, Vice President Biden, Senator Frank 

Lautenburg, Senator Robert Menendez, 
Congressman Frank Pallone Jr., NJ Governor 
Chris Christie, Former Presidents Jimmy 
& Mrs. Carter, George H.W. &  Mrs. Bush, 
George W. & Mrs. Bush, Bill & Hon. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton,  Pope Benedict XVI, just 
to mention a few.

The two Scouts started as Cub Scouts. 
Thomas started as a Tiger Scout in Pack 
350. He moved up thru the ranks earning his 
pins, belt loops and awards finishing with the 
highest award in Cub Scouting, The Arrow 
of Light. He then crossed over to Troop 95 
to start his next journey of scouting.

 While in Boy Scouts he has earned 
29 Merit Badges with Small Boat Sailing 
being one of his favorites. Some positions 
held while in Boy Scouts are Patrol Leader, 
Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, Scribe, Quar-
termaster and Instructor. He also worked 3 
summers at Boy Scout Camp KMSR where 

(Continued on page 19)

1984-Henny The D.J. (Henny Conroy) plays the trumpet at the St. Mary’s Class of 1969, 
15th Reunion, which was held at the old Don Quixote on Route 34 in Matawan.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard) 



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   December 17, 2011   1�

Jerry Magee

Jerry Magee: Superintendent’s Success 
Story

By Tom Burkard

South Amboy Superintendent of Public 
Works Jerry Magee,  is now in his 36th year 
on the city’s workforce.  He got his start with 
the Comprehensive Employment Training 
Act (CETA) program in 1975, and through 
hard work, dedication and scoring well on 
many Civil Service tests, has worked his way 
up to the Superintendent’s position.

He said that, “The CETA program was 
designed to put people to work and teach 
them skills.  We worked on improving the 
beach, parks, and wherever we were needed 
on other city jobs.  That was my stepping 
stone.”  Magee started taking Civil Service 
tests, and in ’77 became a laborer.  He then 
went on to take and pass, tests for truck 
driver; equipment operator;  heavy equip-
ment operator; Supervisor of Streets and 
Roads,  gaining more experience on the 
city’s operation with each position, while 
moving up the chain of command.  “I was 
appointed Superintendent of Public Works 
after Jerry Garnett’s retirement two years 
ago,” he said.

Supt. Magee proudly reeled off the 
names of his bosses since 1975, an impres-
sive list that includes: Richie Muchanic, 
Joe Kudelka, Alfie O’Connor, and Jerry 
Garnett.  He also mentioned the mayors he 
has worked under: William “Doc” O’Leary, 
J. Thomas Cross, John Ciszewski, John T. 
O’Leary, Fred Henry.

In charge of 12 employees, Jerry says 
that, “It’s a challenging position, one I never 
thought I’d be doing after digging ditches 
in 1975 and 1976.  You’re constantly busy, 
working with all different departments, engi-
neering, doing contracts with contractors and 
business administrators, buying equipment, 
and other things I’ve never done before.  I’m 
still learning.”

The New Jersey winters have been tough 
recently on everyone, and especially Magee 
and his staff.  “The winter time is tough 
on men and equipment.  Sometimes with 
the snow, you’re up between 20-36 hours 

straight,” he said.   The superintendent had 
nothing but the highest praise for all of his 
workers, especially his secretaries Cathy 
McCarthy and Erin Senape-Cancel, whom 
he said “Without their help, my job would 
be very difficult to do, and I’d be unable to 
get out of my office and on the road, and 
I do appreciate all the help they’ve given 
me.”  In addition, he added that “I miss all 
the people that I’ve worked with and are 
deceased now, and also the friends I worked 
with in this office, such as Jerry Garnett, 
Billy Garnett, and Dick Cronin, who were 
very helpful to me.”

Jerry a South Amboy native, his father 
Gerald V. Magee Sr., and his late mother Joan 
C. Hennessey Magee, all attended Hoffman 
High School.  “South Amboy has changed, 
considerably for the good.  It’s come a long 
way since 1953,” he stated.

Magee said that his fondest memories of 
growing up in South Amboy were “All the 
good people, and our Mike’s Corner gang, 
which was a good crew.  We had good, clean 
fun and never got in trouble.  It was a very 
Pleasant Little City back then.”  With his 
hectic work schedule he has little time for 
hobbies, but said “In the summer I like to 
be on my boat fishing in the Raritan Bay or 
at Sandy Hook.”   

 He is married to Beverly Jackson, 
daughter of former Sayreville Council-
man/Middlesex County Personnel Director 
Bill Jackson.

Jerry Magee said that, “I love South 
Amboy because it gave me an excellent 
chance to do something with myself.  I’m 
very thankful to the people who gave me a 
shot and hired me from the beginning, and 
to put me in my current position.  I’m very 
fortunate, and do appreciate this town and 
the people I work with.”

Jerry Magee is a first class act, and along 
with his dedicated staff is doing a fantastic 
job for the City of South Amboy.   Keep up 
the outstanding work! 

South Amboy Superintendent of Public Works Jerry Magee (l),  supervises city workers 
Tim Kelly (c) and Wade Kaboski (r) as they decorate City Hall for the holidays.  (Photos 
by Tom Burkard)   
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A TURKEY OF A CHRISTMAS
By Elaine Scott

In the final weeks of 1966, the “con-
flict” in Vietnam continued to intensify, 
resulting in the Post Office being extra busy 
delivering both Christmas greetings and 
“Greetings from Uncle Sam.”  The guys 
who received their draft notices all had to 
go for physicals, and one of the bus pick-up 
points to take them was on the side of the 
Perth Amboy National Bank.  Located on the 
“5 Corners,” that’s where I was working 45 
years ago in December of ’66. Being young, 
unattached, and healthy in mind and body, 
it was quite an adrenaline lift to hear their 
whistles when I walked by.   Paradoxically, 
it was a downer, too, realizing many of those 
handsome, young men, so filled with life, 
would end up dying in that stinking place 
called Vietnam.

My position at the bank was Secretary 
to the Vice President, a title sounding a heck 
of a lot “weightier” than my paycheck.  As 
I had to pay my own way, money was tight, 
so tight my “wheels” had belonged to the 
Marathon Bus Company until I could afford 
a down-payment on a car.  Just 2 months past 
my 19th birthday, I was learning firsthand 
being a “grown-up” wasn’t so easy.

On that cold afternoon, as I walked along 
Smith Street, it was impossible not to notice 
a somberness to the Christmas season that 
year.  Even the storefronts, decorated in fes-
tive colors of red and green, and bells being 
rung by well-worn Salvation Army Santas 
couldn’t chase the gloominess away.  With 
an increasing amount of our boyfriends/
sons/husbands/friends being sent to fight in 
Vietnam, and with the “body count” there 
getting higher and higher, the reality of war 
laid like a dark cloud over the Holidays.  For 
me, though, in just a few hours, the dark 
cloud would be lifted.

Since Thanksgiving, we had been hear-
ing about a surprise gift every employee 
would receive right before Christmas.   Since 
we were working for a bank, it didn’t take a 
rocket scientist to figure it would be money.  
So for four weeks, I had been happily “spend-
ing” that money in my mind.  Tucking my 
hands inside the pockets of my black wool 
coat with its fake black fur collar and thin 
satin lining, a hand-me-down from my sister, 
I daydreamed about getting a pretty new coat 
of my own.  Staring at the mannequins in 
Lerners window, I already knew the coat I 
was going to buy right after work that very 
day.  With the feeling of bells on my feet, I 
hurried to the bank, glad my lunch break was 
over.  “Merry Christmas to me!!” I thought.  
“Gift time is coming!!”  

Hours later, in the early evening dark-
ness, I caught the bus home in front of Wool-
worth’s.  With my arms full, just climbing 
up the metal steps had taken a lot of effort.  
Sitting on the old, torn leather bus seat, I 
stared at my gloomy looking reflection in 
the bus window.  On that Friday, December 
23rd 1966, as I rode home with Red the Bus 
Driver, I tried so hard not to cry from disap-
pointment.  Instead of a Lerners shopping 
bag next to my legs holding my brand new, 
beautiful winter coat, I sat with a 24-pound, 
paper-wrapped, fresh turkey on my lap.  
Only 2 months past my 19th birthday, not old 
enough to either vote or buy a glass of beer, 
I was too young to know the best gift of all 
is just being home for Christmas.

** Over 58,000 of our Military who 
fought in Vietnam would never come home 
again for Christmas or any other holiday.  
The average age of all those who lost their 
lives there was 19, the same age as I was 
that Christmas of 1966.  
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Music Trivia
Christmas/Holiday

By Tom Burkard
1.__Have A Holly Jolly Christmas a. Tommy James
2.__Run, Run Rudolph b. Band Aid
3.__A Marshmallow World c. The Kinks
4.__Little St. Nick d. Elmo ‘N’ Patsy
5.__The Christmas Song e. Bruce Springsteen
6.__Happy X-Mas (War Is Over) f. John Cougar Mellencamp
7.__Father Christmas g. Kenny Rogers
8.__Christmas In Dixie h. Brenda Lee
9.__Rockin’ Around The Christmas Tree i. Alabama
10._Do They Know It’s Christmas? J. Oak Ridge Boys
11._Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer k. Bing Crosby
12._Christmas Is For Kids l. Gene Autry
13._I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus m. Elvis Presley
14._Blue Christmas n. David Bowie & Bing Crosby
15._Peace On Earth/Little Drummer Boy o. Nat King Cole
16._Rudolph The Red -Nosed Reindeer p. Johnny Mathis
17._Thank God For Kids q. John & Yoko
18._White Christmas r. The Beach Boys
19._I Love Christmas s. Burl Ives
20._Santa Claus Is Comin’ To Town t. Chuck Berry

Answers
1s 2t 3p 4r 5o 6q 7c 8i 9h 10b 11d 12g 13f 14m 15n 16l 17j 18k 19a 20e.
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Local Bands From 
The 1960’s

By Tom Burkard
In 1962-63, an 8th Grade rock ‘n’ roll 

band from St. Mary’s Grammar got together 
and did very well.  The Vibratones, consisting 
of Peter Palame on drums, Mark Ellvinger-
rhythm guitar, Ed Francik and Rich Francik, 
cut a 45RPM (vinyl) record,  with original 
songs “Surfin’ Way,” and “My Girl Cheryl.”  
In addition, the group performed on a Phila-
delphia TV station on the Chief Half Tan 
Children’s Variety Show, as well as locally 
at President Park Firehouse and Sayre Woods 
Cinema.  Unfortunately the band broke up 
when the boys graduated from 8th grade, and 
went to different high schools.

At St. Mary’s HS, the popular Austin 
4 underwent personnel changes, when Tom 
Kelly left the original group and was replaced 
by Mark Ellvinger on rhythm guitar. Lead 
guitarist John Klimkiewicz also left and 
his successor was Paul Bauman. Ricky Ja-
rusiewicz, known as “Ricky J.” to adoring 
fans was the lead singer/bass player, while 
Wayne Turback pounded the drums.  John 
Constantine sat in occasionally on tambou-
rine and drums.

Strange 
Coincidence

I was driving past Jon Bon Jovi’s boy-
hood home on Robin Hood Drive in Sayre-
ville, when one of his greatest songs, “Livin’ 
On A Prayer,” came on the radio.  Pretty 
strange coincidence, wouldn’t you say?

#1 Country Hits-
Dec. 17

2004-Nothing On But The Radio-Gary  
 Allan
1999-He Didn’t Have To Be-Brad Paisley
1985-Nobody Falls Like A Fool-Earl  
 Thomas Conley
1977-Here You Come Again-Dolly Parton
1966-Somebody Like Me-Eddy Arnold

#1 Pop Hits-Dec. 17
2008-Single Ladies-Beyonce
1997-Fly-Sugar Ray
1983-Say, Say, Say-McCartney & Jackson
1975-Fly, Robin Fly-Silver Convention
1969-Na Na Hey Hey Kiss Him Goodbye- 
 Steam

Library Seeks 
Records

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will continue its program of record 
donations. The records must be either 45’s or 
331/3. We do not accept 78’s. Please contact 
Teri at 732-727-7639 for further information 
or if you have large record donations. 

Anniversary 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group is selling the 
last box of cookbooks. Be one of the pa-
rishioners/cooks who own a copy of this 
memorable compilation of delicious parish 
recipes. Cookbooks are available at the pas-
toral center The sale price is $5.00 for one 
cookbook or three cookbooks for $10.00.

Trip to American 
Music Theater

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a 
bus trip to the American Music Theater in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania to see Frankie Valli 
and the Four Seasons. The date of the trip is 
Thursday, May 17, 2012. The price of the 
trip is $150.00 which includes: the price 
of the show ticket, bus transportation, bus 
gratuity, dinner at Shady Maple, and snacks 
on the bus. The bus will leave OLV lower 
parking lot at 3PM and return approximately 
at 11:30 PM. For further information or to 
make a reservation, please contact Teri at 
(732) 727-7639. 

January Movie 
Matinee

Join us for our monthly movie matinees 
to enjoy popular movie hits on our new 84” 
x 84” screen and enjoy fresh popcorn from 
our popcorn machine!   Enjoy a movie and 
meet fellow movie enthusiasts!  Adults only, 
please. Join us at Sayreville Public Library 
on Friday, Jan. 13, 2012 from 2-4PM and 
the second Friday of every month! Contact 
Alaina by phone at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or 
email alainad@lmxac.org to find out the 
name of the movie playing this month or 
visit www.sayrevillelibrary.org and click 
on events.

An Intro To Creative 
Writing

This two-part course will cover different 
types of fiction and styles of writing such 
as short stories, novels and poetry. It will 
include writing exercises to get creativity 
flowing, and discussions on how to find ideas 
and overcome procrastination. Participants 
can bring their works in progress to share 
with the class. If they wish, participants can 
also get recommendations and assistance 
from the instructor privately if they bring 
their work to the first session.  Sayreville 
Public Library, Saturdays Jan. 14 and 28, 
2012 from 1:00-3:00 PM Limited to 10 
participants only!  Take advantage of this 
great, FREE opportunity to get your creative 
juices flowing!  If you have any questions 
about this program or would like to regis-
ter, contact Alaina by phone at 732-727-
0212 ex. 25 or email alainad@lmxac.org. 
Instructor Deborah A Bailey has been pub-
lished in Baseline Magazine, Dailyworth.
com, More.com, Working World Magazine, 
CNN.com and MSN.com among others. 
She is author of the book, Think Like an 
Entrepreneur: Transforming Your Career and 
Taking Charge of Your Life. Her fiction has 
won awards from the Philadelphia Writers’ 
Conference and her short stories have been 
published in US1 Magazine and the Sun. 
Deborah has a B.A. degree in English from 
Douglass College, an A.A.S. in Advertis-
ing and Communications from the Fashion 
Institute of Technology and a Certificate 
in Commercial Writing from Middlesex 
County College.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Boys Bowling
The Bombers (1-1) will be led by 

junior Jason Ciszewski who averaged 226 
last season.

Boys Swimming
Sayreville (0-1) Dropped its opener to 

powerful St. Joseph’s, 119-52.  Peter Dufrat 
won the 50-freestyle, and 100 backstroke.  
Mike Astarita captured a win in the 100 
freestyle.

Girls Bowling
Sayreville (0-2) The girls’ are off to a 

tough start, as they were shutout, 4-0 by both 
Carteret and Monroe.

1st Team All-Area 
Selections

Sayreville senior Rachel Harris, and 
junior Nicole Gelvin were selected to Home 
News Tribune’s All-Area Field Hockey 1st 
Team.  Harris, a forward, scored 16 goals, 
notched 6 game-winners, and scored 2 goals 
in 5 games.  Gelvin, the goalkeeper played 
in all 18 games, and allowed only 18 goals, 
while racking up 5 shutouts, with a .86 save 
percentage.  Congratulations!

Sayreville Girls 
Soccer Had Fine 

Season
The Sayreville Bombers girls’ soccer 

club turned in a fine 12-7-1 record this year, 
and were co-champions of the GMC White 
Division with Monroe.   The Blue & Gray 
was led by top scorer, Fahreta Kolenovic, 
a 2nd Team All-Area choice in Home News 
Tribune.  Natasha Amaro was also a 2nd 
team selection.  Alexis Rambhajan, was 
the #2 scorer, on the Bombers (Honorable 
Mention in Home News), and Bridget Gio-
venco, (Honorable Mention in Home News) 
played outstanding in the clutch.  Heather 
Sootkoos also gained Honorable Mention.  
Congratulations, girls!

Girls Soccer 
Players Honored
Home News Tribune selected the fol-

lowing locals as Honorable Mentions in its 
All-Area Girls Soccer team picks for 2011.  
Kristina Poetsch, goalkeeper for Cardinal 
McCarrick; South Amboy’s scoring duo 
of Paulina Musialek and Devon Carney.  
Congratulations to all!

College Chatter
Jenny Kuziemski  Palmateer, is in her 

first year as Head Coach of the Women’s 
Basketball team at Monmouth University.  
After dropping their first 3 games, they reeled 
off 2 victories to capture the Thanksgiving 
Challenge, defeating Lafayette 58-54 in 
the title contest.  Jenny’s assistant coach is 
none other than her Hoffman HS mentor, 
the legendary Reggie Carney, who happens 
to be one of the greatest schoolgirl hoops 
coaches in NJ history…  William Paterson 
University’s Julio Rosario pumped in 11 
points in a 72-61 win over York.  He is an 
’09 Cardinal McCarrick grad…  Dominic 
Appiah also an ’09 McCarrick graduate, 
is playing linebacker for Boston College 
football squad.  In the first 10 games, he 
contributed 19 solo and 17 assisted tackles 
for the Eagles, now 4-8 on the year…

Mike Burwell, another CM graduate 
from the Class of ’08 is a member of Towson 

University’s varsity basketball team.  After 2 
years at the University of Southern Florida, 
and seeing very limited playing time, he 
transferred to Towson, and has yet to play in 
the team’s first 5 games…  John Appiah, is 
listed as a 6-0, 220 lb. linebacker at Wagner 
University.  The freshman is a 2010 graduate 
of Cardinal McCarrick.

All-Area Football Selections
Home News Tribune has selected Sayre-

ville Bombers’ football coach George Najjar 
as Coach of the Year after leading the Blue 
& Gray to a 10-2 record, and capturing his 
second straight CJ Group IV state title.  His 
career mark at the Washington Road school 
is an incredible 140-45.

Sayreville was well-represented on 
the All-Area Teams:  1st Team choices by 
HNT were Delon Stephenson, Utility on 

offense, and linebacker Alex Yanuzzelli on 
the defensive unit.  Also on offense, Craig 
Switzer was 2nd Team, and Isaiah Cureton 
3rd Team.  Defensively, Teju Ishola was 2nd 
Team linebacker, and Thomas Spiecker was 
3rd Team linebacker.

Cardinal McCarrick’s Jahmal Pryce was 
chosen 3rd Team linebacker.  Congratulations 
to all on a great season! 

Sayreville Football Team Reigns Supreme
By Tom Burkard

The fifth-seeded Sayreville Bombers 
powerhouse football team blasted #2 seed 
Manalapan, 23-11 at High Point Solutions 
Stadium in Piscataway, to capture the CJ 
Group IV championship for the second 
consecutive year.  The title marked the first 
time since 1948-49 that they won back-to-
back titles.

Coach George Najjar’s talented contin-
gent of outstanding football players excelled 
in all phases of the game, and snapped the 
Braves 10-game winning streak.  The Blue 
& Gray’s front four of Thomas Spiecker, 
Teju Ishola, Ishmail Herring, and Bryan 
McMahon was simply awesome, corralling 
Manalapan’s star John Sieczkowski, the 
team’s single season rushing leader with 
2,118 yards, and holding him to 84 yards 
on 24 carries.

The Bombers led 6-2 after the first 
quarter on a beautiful 77-yard TD sprint by 
Rutgers bound, superstar Delon Stephen-
son.  Sayreville’s lead increased to 13-2 at 
halftime, when Isaiah  Cureton scored on a 
1-yard quarterback sneak, and booted the 
extra point.  The Braves cut the lead to 13-5 
on a field goal, but Cureton answered that 
with a perfect 23-yard field goal, to make it 
16-5 going into the final stanza.

Sieczkowski scored on a 1-yard rush 
with 10:13 left to play.  Stephenson made 
his final offensive high school play a memo-
rable one, by returning the following kickoff 
42 yards to the Manalapan 42.  He had leg 
cramps, and was replaced by fullback Alex 
Yanuzzelli, who on his first rush went 19 
yards, and then followed with a 6-yard 
touchdown scamper to give the Bombers a 
comfortable 23-11 lead, and the final scoring 
of the championship battle with 9:17 remain-
ing.   Frosh Miles Hartsfield intercepted a 
pass on the Braves next possession, and 
Herring added a sack to seal the title.

Stephenson was fabulous offensively, 
racking up 184 yards on 14 rushes, with a 
TD, defensively, he notched 10 tackles and 
ripped 2 interceptions from his defensive 

back slot.  In addition, he went over the 
1,000 yards rushing mark for the season, 
and ended his career as a starter with a 
30-5 record, going 7-1 in the playoffs.  If 
that’s not enough about Delon, his career 
numbers are: 3,532 offensive yards, and 53 
TD’s.  He also totaled 15 interceptions with 
the defensive unit.

In addition to Sayreville’s final TD of 
2011, Yanuzzelli booted two huge punts that 
were important in helping to keep Manala-
pan at bay.

The year 2011 was truly an amazing one 
for the Sayreville Bombers football team, 
and they proved once again that the Borough 
features one of the finest football programs 
in the entire state.  Congratulations to all 
of the players, coaches, cheerleaders, and 
everyone who contributed to this outstand-
ing, memorable season! 

William Giovenco (l) poses with his hero Delon 
Stephenson  after the Bombers repeated 
as State Champions!.   (Photo by Eileen 
Downs-Giovenco)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard
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From The Sports Archives

1951-The talented Hoffman Governors basketball team is pictured top row (l-r) Jim Inman, 
Billy Bouchard, John Ciol, Jerry Covell, George Busch.  Seated (l-r) Bob Munck, John 
Kovaleski, Coach Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski, Leroy Letts, Marvin Wood.  Missing from 
photo-Charlie Koerner.  (Photo courtesy of Charlie Koerner)

Glory 
Days In 
Local 
Sports

1957-St. Mary’s 
basketball team fin-
ished 7-12 under Coach 
Woodrow “Woody” 
McCarthy.  The team’s 
scoring leaders were 
Tom Pristavec 225 points, 12.5 avg.; John 
Phillips 183, 10.7; John Graber 148, 9.9; 
Joe Viggiano 155, 9.1; Jim Smelas 125, 
7.8.  1962-Hoffman walloped Wall, 63-46 in 
hoops action.  Bob Poetsch paved the way 
with 24 points, followed by John Lange 11, 
Art Urbanik 10, Don Macalik 9.  1979-St. 
Mary’s boys’ basketball team beat Montgom-
ery, 69-63, as Danny Kudelka led the way 
with 21 points, Jim Inman scored 15 and 
Paul Fecskovics pumped in 13.  1980-The 
Hoffman girls’ basketball squad pounded 
Keyport, 70-43.  Jamie White fired in 18 
points, Carol Akerman 16, Sue Check 12 
points and 10 rebounds, Lisa Smith 12 points.  
1997-Sayreville jolted J.P. Stevens, 24-14 in 
football.  Quarterback Charlie Bowden fired 
2 touchdown passes of 60 and 48 yards to 
Omar Joseph, and another 11-yarder to Yazid 
Jackson.  John Bell booted a 33-yard field 
goal for the Bombers.  2000-The Blue & 
Gray of Sayreville dropped New Brunswick 
in boys basketball, 66-54.  Ryan Charzewski  
and Samir Sanu tossed in 17 points apiece, 
and Thomas added 10.

T.H.E. 
Game
Sport-Girls Basketball
Year-1986
Teams-Waldwick (25-2) vs. Hoffman (29-
0) for the Group I Girls State Basketball 
Championship.
Recap-Playing under legendary Coach Reg-
gie Carney, the Lady Guvs had no problem 
defeating Waldwick, 54-45.  Krissy Kuziem-
ski fired in 15 points and ripped 8 rebounds 
to garner the MVP Award.  Her sister Jenny 
Kuziemski chipped in with 10, Lynn Ust 9, 
Maryann Lewis 8, Tricia Popowski 6, and 
Lisa Smith 6.
Player-of-the-Game-Krissy Kuziemski was 
selected MVP by state officials.

10 Years Ago
`-South Amboy High’s all-time greatest 

girls’ soccer player, Regan Rone captured 
her third Middlesex County scoring title by 
racking up 89 points.  In addition, she topped 
the county for the third time in goals with 42.  
The school records she established during 
her stellar Lady Guvs career were:  Career- 
Points-363; Goals-155; Season-Points-103 
(1999); Goals-42 (2001). 

Coach and MVP Reunited- Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski (l) and Artie Birmingham (r) were 
reunited for the first time in 46 years recently at Bello’s Sports Pub & Family Restaurant 
in Parlin.  Tomaszewski was Sacred Heart’s 8th grade basketball coach back in 1965, and 
Birmingham, was his star player and selected MVP.    Tomaszewski left Sacred Heart after 
that season, and went on to fame as Hoffman High’s outstanding coach, and led them to 
the CJ Group I championship in ’67, while turning in many successful years at the helm.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

10 Years Ago
2001-The South Amboy HS girls soc-

cer club under the fine guidance of Coach 
Rich Klein, captured its fourth consecutive 
Gold Division championship, and fourth 
straight South Amboy Cup victory over rival 
Cardinal McCarrick, while finishing with an 
11-3-2 record.  The Lady Guvs received the 
Sportsmanship Award for the Gold Division.  
Coach Klein said that, “Not only were we 
an excellent soccer team, but we also played 
the game the right way, and were recognized 
for our excellent sportsmanship.”

Klein’s charges were led by Regan 
Rone, who won her third county scoring 
title, and topped Middlesex County  in 
goals, Heather Letts, who led the county 
with 19 assists, and Amy Haug, who was 
#2 with 18 assists.

The top offensive leaders: Points-Rone 
89; Letts 35; Kiersten McCarthy 28; Haug 
24; Melissa Poulsen 21.  Goals-Rone 42; 
McCarthy 11; Letts 8; Poulsen 8; Lindsey 
Haug 4.  Assists-Letts 19; A. Haug 18; L. 
Haug 12; McCarthy 6; Rone 5; Poulsen 5. 

Champions
1965-St. Mary’s 8th Grade boys’ bas-

ketball team was crowned champions of 
the Amboy Area CYO Parochial League.  
They were tied for first at the end of regu-
lar season play with St. Stephen’s of Perth 
Amboy, with 10-1 records, but the Little 
Eagles blasted the Perth Amboy five, 43-24 
to capture the title.

Al  Zegan was the coach of this talented 
squad.  His players were: Jim McCloud, Mark 
Bratus, Nick Charmello, Jim Croddick, Ken 
Lyon, Bob Howarth, Gary George, Brian 
Kreiger, Doug Sprague, John Ammon, Ray 
Downs, Marty O’Connor, George Beck, Pat 
Gorman, Mike Powers. 

1968-Kelly’s Bar in Sayreville captured 
first place in the Metuchen Women’s Bowl-
ing League.  The talented bowlers were the 
five Tarallo sisters; Carm Rondesko, Jean 
Hourahan, Julia Kolakowski, Fran Sobush, 
Ann Ruskuski.

1984-John’s Halfway House won its 
second straight South Amboy Men’s Senior 
Basketball League championship by nipping 
the Lions Den, 56-55, despite an awesome 

scoring display by game MVP Gary Lange 
who scorched the nets for 36 points.  Frank 
Kuziemski’s driving layup with 0:40 left on 
the clock gave the champs a 54-53 lead, and 
Dennis Larsen’s 2 clutch free throws with 
0:12 remaining iced the victory.  To offset 
Lange’s scoring exhibition, the Halfway-
men countered with Kuziemski’s 16 points, 
Larsen 11, Joe Kolakowski 10, Jim Pavlon-
nis 10.  Bob Kukulski grabbed 11 rebounds 
for John’s.

1991-The S.A. Pub won the South 
Amboy Women’s Basketball League title 
by upsetting the powerful Pearl team, 59-57.  
This was the only year that South Amboy 
ever had a Women’s Basketball League.  
Janet Malouf took scoring honors with 27 
points for Pearl, while Linda Smith Krzy-
zanowski poured in 26 for the champions.  
Ann Noble pumped in 16 points and grabbed 
13 rebounds, Joanne Ryan scored 15 and 
pulled in 8 bounds.  Other members of the 
championship S.A. Pub club were: Patty 
McCabe Mulligan, Joann Cadigan Noble, 
and Patty Maliszewski.   

Update Time
By Fran Fitzmorris

Several issues ago, I did an article on 
sports reporters in South Amboy 1912-
1941, who covered high school and town 
sports.  I uncovered another one recently that 
completes a void that I had during the mid 
1920’s.  His name was Chris Mulrain, whose 
byline was “Here And There In The Field Of 
Sport.”  It was published on a regular basis.  
He covered high school and town sports very 
well, both schools in town equally.  Through 
my research, I found he was a very popular 
figure around town.  He was a member 
of the Luke A. Lovely American Legion, 
and his main role seems to have been with 
boxing.  His job was to promote and bring 
boxing matches to South Amboy.  I believe 
they were held at the American Legion Hall.  
From what I have been able to put together, 
they were well attended.  During that time, 
he also became Post Commander, which was 
quite an honor.

Also, in last month’s issue, I came across 
a high school basketball game in which the 

two teams tied.  The score involved the St. 
Mary’s girls tying 12-12.  The decision ap-
peared to be not to play overtime.  The girls’ 
team finished with a 9-1-1 record.  I found 
another game that was tied in January 1934 
between St. Mary’s South Amboy and St. 
Mary’s Perth Amboy.   Charlie Eppinger’s  
boys team tied a game 18-18 after four 
quarters.  They then played 2 overtimes, 
and then said that “their boys had enough,” 
and ended the game at 19-19.  It put St. 
Mary’s at 5-1-1.  There appeared to be no 
set rules—guidelines from a state run orga-
nization, like today.  Based on the 2 games 
I used as an example, the teams could play 
until someone won, or they could end the 
game if they thought it went on too long, or 
else, not even play overtime at all.  The first 
overtime I can remember with a set time of 
3 minutes per quarter was years ago in the 
1950’s-60’s, and you played until a team 
won.  Today, it’s a 4-minute overtime period, 
which changed several years ago. 

A PRAyER FoR HEALIng
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.
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he was a CIT and a camp Counselor. Thomas 
has learned a great deal of information and 
has made many wonderful memories and 
friends in all his years of Scouting. All of 
which he will remember and use throughout 
his life. Thomas has earned the rank of Eagle 
at the age of 17.

 Toms Eagle Project was to make 28 
feet of floating walkway and add it to a 
walkway that was already there on a trail at 
Cheesequake State Park. Due to erosion it 
had become unsafe for hikers to walk along 
part of the trail, so he had to build and place 
sections of the walkway where the erosion 
had occurred. 

 Some of Tom’s interests are playing soc-
cer, basketball, going to the gym and going 
snownboarding with his brothers and friends. 
Thomas graduated from South Amboy High 
School and is attending Middlesex County 
College to further his education.  

 Kevin, (Alex), started in Scouting as a 
Webelos scout with Pack 391. After earning 
Cub Scouts highest award, The Arrow of 
Light, he crossed over to Troop 95.

Softball Champions

Congratulations to the Sure-Hit Home Improvements men’s softball team from South Amboy 
for winning the Old Bridge Men’s Sunday Morning Fall championship.  The powerhouse 
squad won the title for the fifth time in the past 6 years.  The championship best of 3 
series was played in Old Bridge at Veterans Park on Nov. 20th.  The champs are pictured 
as follows: Top row (l-r) Paul Gregg, Greg Slavicek, Jay Casoff, Patrick Riporti, Team 
Sponsor-Thomas Ryan, Steve Lopez, Mike Kalinowski, Matt Ryan.  Bottom row (l-r) Dan 
Nigro, Travis McCray, Patrick Kiernan, Francesco DeFelice, Trung Nguyen,  Mike Walker.  
(Photo courtesy of Kathy Lopez)

Congratulations once again to Sure-Hit Home Improvements men’s softball team for 
capturing the Greater Middlesex County Men’s Fall Weeknight League softball title.  Sure-
Hit  breezed to the championship by sweeping the undefeated #1 seed team in 2 straight 
games on Nov. 15th at Warren Park in Perth Amboy.  The players pictured are as follows: 
Top row (l-r) Matt Ryan, Steve Lopez, Travis McCray, Dave O’Neill, Patrick Riporti, Team 
Sponsor-Thomas Ryan, Bill Hausmann, Domenic Esposito, Paul Gregg.  Bottom row (l-r)  
Mike Walker, Paul Kelly, Russ Banasiak, Patrick Kiernan, Dan Nigro, Trung Nguyen.  (Photo 
courtesy of Michelle Robertson) 

ESL Conversation Groups
The Sayreville Public Library and Liter-

acy Programs of New Jersey offer ESL Con-
versation Groups to help individuals 18 years 
or older speak English with more confidence 
and ease! People attending these groups 
should already have a basic understanding 
of the English language. Focus will be on 
pronunciation, accent reduction, American 
idioms, and conversation skill develop-
ment. Both evening and daytime sessions 
will be offered at Sayreville Public Library. 
Evening sessions will begin Tuesday, 

January 10th from 6:30PM-8:00PM and 
will continue through Tuesday, March 27th. 
Daytime sessions will begin Thursday, 
January 12th from 10:30AM-12:00PM and 
will continue until Thursday, March 29th. 
Registration for both sessions will open 
November 29th. Registration forms will be 
located at the Circulation Desk and Reference 
Desk. For more information, contact Alaina 
at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email alainad@
lmxac.org.

 While a Boy Scout he earned 32 Merit 
Badges with Truck Transportation being his 
favorite. Alex held Leadership positions of 
Patrol Leader, Instructor, Assistant Senior 
Patrol Leader, Senior Patrol Leader and 
Junior Assistant Scoutmaster. Alex worked 
3 summers at Boy Scout Camp KMSR as a 
CIT and Camp Counselor.

  Alex’s Eagle Project was at Cheese-
quake State Park where he replaced existing 
steps with terracing and erosion barriers. The 
current steps were not wide enough which 
caused erosion as well as being a safety 
hazard for park visitors. 

 In scouting Alex learned many life skills 
and important of giving back.  Alex gradu-
ated from Cardinal McCarrick High School 
where he was active in MSG Varsity Video 
Club, the Science Club, World Language 
Club and The Lyceum. Alex is attending 
Middlesex County College where he pursu-
ing a career in Criminal Law and Parks and 
Recreation.   CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR  NEW EAGLES!   

Two Scouts Recognized For Attaining 
Eagle

(Continued from page 12)
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This could be another easy one for our mystery photo “investigators.”  Send your answer 
in to: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Champion-W. Tom Kross of South 
Amboy captured his third consecutive 
WWW.?  championship by correctly 
identifying 11 out of 12 photos during the 
year.   (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Kross Wins Crown…Again
Congratulations go out to South 

Amboy’s W. Tom Kross, who won his third 
straight WWW.? championship, with an-
other outstanding year, in which he correctly 
identified  11 of our 12 monthly “mystery 
photos.” 

The WWW.?  competition seemed 
much tougher this year,  with long-time 
contestants and knowledgeable newcomers 
also doing  very well identifying the photos 
each month.

 The 72-year old said that, “When you 
get my age, all you have is memories, and 
it’s nice to reflect back on our town and see 
what was and what could have been.  The 
South Amboy-Sayreville Times is one of the 
best newspapers anywhere, and brings this 
out with the good feelings from way back 
when, as well as so much more.”

Kross, who served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps many years ago, proudly stated that, 
“I’m still a Marine.”  W. Tom keeps busy 
caring for his 102-year old aunt, and walks 
5 miles around town every day, “As a re-
lease,” he said. 

Winners
As predicted, last month’s photo was no 

problem to most contestants.  The answer 
of course is the old Jersey Central Power & 
Light Company on River Road in Sayreville.   
A few contestants thought it was the old 
JCP& L in South Amboy.

The winners were: Claire Kuhn, Marian 
Mills, W. Tom Kross, Joan Fulham, Peggy 
Yuhas, Barbara Drozd, Jim Malkiewicz, 
Glenn Kreiger, Charlie Kampo, Chuck 
Pickard, Joe Lotkowictz, Mary Ann Mata-
rangolo,  Debbie Zakrzewski, Don Novak, 
Pat & Bill Scully, Walter Starzec Jr.  Con-
gratulations!

Taylor Hope (Photo by Brian Stratton)

A Celebrity in South Amboy
By Raquel Layton

My generation has astoundingly amazed 
past generations. Toddlers today have proven 
that they are far more intellectual then what 
they are said to be. As these toddlers grow 
up, they become these talented teenagers 
that refuse to stop succeeding. Now some 
may believe that these extraordinary and 
dedicated teenagers are one in a million, 
and that they are always somewhere far 
way, but I am writing this article so that one 
very special girl’s talents will be known. 
Taylor “Hope” Bernosky is a senior at South 
Amboy’s very own High School.  She is 
not only well known within the school for 
her phenomenal academic talents, but also 
for a special talent: Taylor is a Professional 
Violinist. 

At a mere three years old, Taylor knew 
that she wanted to play the violin, and at 
age five she began to play. She practices 
constantly every day, and when asked about 
her practice routine, Taylor replied: “every 
spare moment is music for me.”  Balancing 
school and violin is a challenge of its own, 
and balancing the two with success takes a 
great deal of focus.  “Every moment is used 
to do something.”  Being a professional vio-
linist has its ups and downs. For Taylor, the 
numerous late nights, long hours, and endless 
traveling are some of the negative factors to 
her professional violinist career. 

Not only can Taylor play the violin pro-
fessionally, she can play the piano, the guitar, 
the mandolin, and she can also sing. When 
asked what instrument she would choose if 
given the opportunity to trade instrument 
talent, Taylor replied: “I wouldn’t trade, but 
I would keep adding more because I love 
music and learning new things.” Some of 
the places at which Taylor “Hope” has per-
formed include: The National Underground 
in New York City, PNC Bank Arts Center in 
Holmdel, New Jersey, and Tootsies Orchid 
Lounge in Nashville, Tennessee. She has also 

performed for Tim McGraw, Lady Antebel-
lum, Jason Aldean, and Bruce Springsteen. 
Her favorite memory is playing for Bruce 
Springsteen and having the opportunity to 
talk with him. Taylor added, “I played the 
violin and I also played the guitar and sang 
[for Springsteen].  He is so down-to-earth, 
so I wasn’t nervous.  He talked to me for 
quite a while; it was great to be able to 
meet him” 

At the end of the interview I asked Tay-
lor what advice she would give to children 
or teens her age, who want to follow in her 
footsteps, and she replied: “You have to be 
willing to put in the time and effort in order 
to be a good performer.  There is a lot of hard 
work that goes on behind-the-scenes.” Be 
sure to visit Taylor’s webpage for her music, 
tour dates, photos, and videos at: http://www.
myspace.com/TaylorHopeViolin. 

Tom,
Today, 

Nov. 19th, I 
walked into Dad’s 
Royal Bakery at 8 a.m. to be the 
fourth person in line.  Everyone who was 
waiting for their “traditional” baked goods, 
rolls, rye breads, etc., was reading The SA 
Times that had just been put out.  I wish I 
had a camera.

Tom and company, you guys do such a 
great job with the newspaper every month, 
year after year.  Congratulations on your 
20th Anniversary, and many more.  I hope 
you know how much JOY you bring to 

everyone’s life, especially the old-timers, 
like my 91-year old mom.  Keep up the 
excellent work!

Merry Christmas and a peace-filled 
New Year.

Terry Jankowski Kelly
Farmingdale and South Amboy

Tom,
Congratulations on 20 years of journal-

istic excellence, and above all, thanks for all 
your sincerity, help and support throughout 
the years, you’re a great friend!  And a big 
thank you from Mom Dill.

Good Luck on your next 100 years!
Frank Dill
South Amboy

That Is A Merry 
Christmas

By Dennis O’Leary
Oh give me a happy Christmas Day
Where the kitchen’s warm and the kids 
can play
And there’s nothing to do but eat all day
And that is a Merry Christmas
Oh give me a home that’s full of cheer
Where the smiles are real and the love’s 
sincere
And the memories we make will last all 
year
And that is a Merry Christmas.
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Comedy Night at 
Sacred Heart School 

Memorial Hall 
Featuring Robin Fox

Saturday, January 14, 2012 7:00 pm 
Tickets are $15 each. 

Join us for a night of laughs. Professional 
Stand-Up Comedian Robin Fox spent 17 
years as a New Jersey stay at home mom. 
This “Real Housewife” was the funniest lady 
at the PTO and bus stop but one day decided 
to move her act to the comedy stage and has 
audiences roaring ever since. Robin is the 
2010 Grand Prize winner of the 11th Annual 
Gilda’s Club Laugh-off and. Host of the 2011 
Lucie Awards at Lincoln Center. 

Opening Act is Tim Hayes. Cash bar is 
available, For tickets please contact, Chris-
tine McNutly at 732-672-6757 or email has@
sacredheartsa.com. 

Volunteers at First Presbyterian Church in South Amboy made 90 Thanksgiving bags for 
the needy. (Photo Submitted)

The Polish In South Amboy
By Fran Fitzmorris

(With a little help from an old friend)
Religion has always had a major influ-

ence in the history of South Amboy.  All the 
major churches in town are a testament to the 
deep faith, past and present, of its citizens.  
The following is the story of Sacred Heart 
Church, since it was built, and the nucleus 
of the city’s Poles.  

By most historical accounts, Polish im-
migrants began arriving around 1880 side 
by side with the Irish immigrants.  Approxi-
mately 30 million Poles would arrive on our 
shores, mostly from Southern and Eastern 
Europe.  They had all come for the same rea-
sons, for a better life and to escape religious 
and or political persecution, and to give their 
children a chance for a better life.

Polish immigrants were all Catholic, 
mainly unschooled, and did not speak a word 
of English.  They came to South Amboy 
because there were plenty of jobs available 
for example, on the railroads, at the Bergen 
Iron Works, and Terra Cotta, just to name a 
few.  When they came, mostly all the Poles 
settled together, “up on the hill,” as Bergen 
Hill had been called.

In the beginning, Mass was said in 
the people’s homes.  By 1895, there was 
a need for a “real” church.  Father F.M. 
Orzechowski asked the Diocese of Trenton 
to build a Sacred Heart Church.  Permission 
was granted on part of the 8 lots the par-
ish had purchased, and construction of the 
church began that same year.  The day the 
cornerstone was laid became that first “Red 
Letter Day” in the history of South Amboy’s 
new Polish community.  A parade was held 
and watched by hundreds of bystanders as 
the Poles from nearby communities joined 
with the Irish in the celebration.  In fact, 
St. Mary’s Drum and Bugle Corps led the 
parade through town.

The acceptance by St. Mary’s parish-
ioners was a sign of a changing attitude 
toward the quiet and unassuming Polish 
community within the city.  Referring to the 
Sacred Hearts “as the other church,” virtu-
ally came to an end.  Bishop McFaul came 

to lay the cornerstone, and spoke glowingly 
about the future of the Sacred Heart Church.  
After his speech, one of the local priests 
addressed the crowd in Polish as many of 
the Poles were still struggling to learn the 
English language.

Two decades later, the Polish commu-
nity had grown to about a thousand, and had 
outgrown the original church.  John Primka 
and two Poles from Bergen Hill traveled to 
Trenton to ask permission to build another 
church.  Again, permission was granted, and 
the construction of the church began.  In 
1907, the magnificent Sacred Heart Church 
you see today was dedicated.  With the Polish 
community growing every year, a school was 
most likely constructed the same time.

A half century later, Msgr. Urbanik 
decided a new modern school was needed, 
one which would include a gym and caf-
eteria.  On Sept. 1, 1957, the new school, 
which had taken only a year to build was 
dedicated by Bishop George W. Ahr of the 
Diocese of Trenton. 
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Does Santa Have Back Pain?
Santa Claus may be able to travel around 

the world in a single night, but when it comes 
to his health, he’s no Superman.  That bowl 
full of jelly, a diet rich in fatty cookies and 
a lack of regular exercise all put Santa at a 
risk for back pain.

Santa is a perfect candidate for back 
problems—he’s overweight.  The same holds 
true for us mortals.  Sometimes the cause of 
your back problems is not your back, but 
your front:  your “spare tire” may be the 
cause of your aching back.  And the solu-
tion to your back problem may not involve 
a pill or surgery.

Your spine is the central support of 
your entire skeletal system.  It is designed 
for strength to support your body weight 
and flexibility to allow movement.  When 
healthy, your spine is S shaped with 3 natural 
curves.  When these curves are in balance, 
your body weight is evenly distributed.  To 
maintain this alignment, you need to have 
strong and flexible muscles in your back, 
legs and abdomen.  The abdominal muscles 
are especially important in supporting the 
spine.

A potbelly changes the curvature of 
the back.  The stomach pulls the backbone 
forward, stressing muscles and ligaments and 
putting pressure on discs.  If you have 10 
extra pounds on your abdomen, you are put-
ting an additional 100-pound strain on your 
back.  This additional strain occurs because 
the lower part of your spine is not receiv-
ing adequate support from your weakened 
abdominal muscles.  Your back muscles try 
to maintain the proper spinal balance, but 
after end up strained or sprained.

Although excess weight does not cause 
back problems, you can do something about 
it.  Follow a diet and exercise program to 
maintain a healthy weight and strengthen 
your muscles.  Develop healthy eating habits 
that work for you.  And make exercise, diet 
and proper spinal hygiene an important part 
of your day.

YTOTS Program 
The South Amboy Branch YMCA an-

nounces that it will begin a morning YTOTS 
Program for children aged 24-48 months 
this January.  The Program is meant to be 
an introduction for some and an extension 
to others of a traditional preschool.  YTOTS 
will run on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 10:30am – 12:30pm beginning 
January 2nd, and will be held at the South 
Amboy Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary 
Blvd in South Amboy, NJ.  Parents will have 
the option to sign up their children for two 
or three days per week.

Participants of our afternoon YTOTS 
Program during the Fall months enjoyed a 
variety of fun learning and crafts from let-
ters and fruits to weekly themes.  YTOTS is 
led by Ms. Wendy who has been a certified 
group teacher for over 10 years and has most 
recently taught preschool.  Ms. Wendy is 
ready to bring your child’s imagination to 
life through circle time, play, songs, crafts, 
and learning.  The program will also include 
special events for your little one and the 
family.

That YMCA has a long reputation of 
providing quality programs for children of 
all ages, and YTOTS will be no different.  
The class size is limited to 14 children a 
day, so please register early!  Please visit the 
Welcome Desk of the South Amboy YMCA 
to register for Y TOTS.  For more information 
and pricing, contact Ms. Wendy at 732-553-
9622 or saytots@ymcaofmewsa.org.

AOH Officers
1951-The South Amboy Ancient Order 

of Hibernians (AOH) officers were: Frank 
Nagle-President; J. Frank McCabe-Vice 
President; Frank O’Connor-Treasurer; Jo-
seph Gundrum-Financial Secretary; Joseph 
Kress-Corresponding Secretary; James J. 
Birmingham-Chairman of Standing Com-
mittee; Andrew Trinley-Marshal; Gary 
Bachman-Sentinel.
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The Waterfront Park’s own version of a Christmas tree is really a “Holly Tree,” which seems 
to be attracting walkers and joggers like a magnet to put some kind of ornament on it for the 
Christmas season.  Someone recently put a small sign on the ground near it, that reads, 
“Friendship Tree.”  This tree being decorated  originates back in Dec. 2009.  Does anyone 
know who started this decorating trend at the park?  Let us know at: satimes@aol.com.  
(Photo/info courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62, South Amboy recently held a fundraiser for the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation.  Pictured (l-r) are Linda Wahler, of the Ladies Auxiliary, Phyllis 
Letteriello, Adjutant of American Legion Post 62, Sharon M. of South Amboy, who was 
the winner of the gift basket, and Mike Stratton, Commander of Sons of American Legion 
(S.A.L.).  Phyllis said that, “All of us from the American Legion Post 62 regular members, 
Ladies Auxiliary, and S.A.L. would like to thank everyone who participated in the gift basket 
raffle to raise money for the Susan G. Koman Foundation.  Thanks to your help, we raised 
$1,500 to donate to this worthy cause.”  (Photo/info submitted) 

Designer Bag 
Bingo

Designer Bag Bingo featuring Coach, 
Vera Bradley and Kate Spade designer bags 
will be held Friday, February 10th at 7:00 
pm. Sacred Heart School Memorial Hall.  
Tickets are $30 and advance purchase is 
required. Cash Bar is Available. Tickets are 
going quickly so call Angela Johnson at 732 
316 1638 to order your tickets. 

Family History Workshop At Dowdell 
Library

Saturday, January 14: Join us at the 
Dowdell Library of South Amboy for an 
interactive workshop on Family History 
& Genealogy presented by the Heritage 
Committee of the Historical Society of 
South Amboy.

Discover your roots, learn where to 
look to uncover hidden family treasures and 
connect with resources to help you find your 
ancestors and start your family tree.

Already have your tree started but 
need help? Bring it along when you come 
and maybe we can help you find a long lost 
branch you never knew you had.

The Family History Workshop will take 
place at the Dowdell Library at 2:00 pm.  

Don’t miss it!
Library hours are Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday 10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday 
and Friday 10 am – 5 pm and Saturday 12 
noon – 4 pm.  

Contact the library at 732.721.6060 or 
comments@dowdell.org.  

Directions: www.dowdell.org
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Church Schedules
For Christmas Eve/Day
Saint Mary Church
Sat., Dec. 24-Christmas Vigil- Masses: 5 
p.m. and 7 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 25-Christmas Day-Masses: 8 
a.m. and 10 a.m.
Sacred Heart Church
Sat., Dec. 24-Midnight Mass-Carols start 
at 11:15 p.m.
Sun. Dec. 25-Christmas Day Masses-7 a.m.-
(English); 8:30 a.m.-(Polish); 10 a.m. and 
12 noon (English)
Our Lady of Victories Church
Sat. Dec. 24-4 p.m.; 6 p.m.; 11 p.m.
Sun. Dec. 25-7:30 a.m.; 9:30 a.m.; 11:30 
a.m.
Saint Stanislaus Kostka Church
Sat. Dec. 24-12:00 Midnight.
Sun. Dec. 25-7:30 a.m.; 9 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 
12 noon.
Christ Episcopal Church
Sat. Dec. 24-10 p.m.
Sun. Dec. 25-10 a.m. 

Zombie Felties 
 Create your own gruesome creature! 

Students in grades 6 – 12 are invited to join 
us for this monstrous workshop, all materials 
will be provided.  Sayreville Library, Janu-
ary 18 at 2:45.  Register online by visiting: 
www.sayrevillelibrary.org or call 732-727-
0212 ext. 26 for more information.  Space 
is limited!

Pirate School 
 Join us for a unique pirate adventure!  

Children in grades K and up are invited to 
join us for a fun, entertaining and adventur-
ous evening.  Pirate School has captured 
the hearts and minds of young audiences 
for years!  Sayreville Library, January 19 
at 6 PM.  Register online by visiting www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or call 732-727-0212 
ext. 26 for more information.

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

January Meeting on Friday, January 6, 2012 
at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main 
Street in Sayreville. After a brief business 
meeting we will have our Annual Game Day. 
Bring your favorite game to share with other 
members. Don’t forget to wear your favorite 
winter attire. We are still collecting dues for 
this year. Dues for this year will be $10.00 
a person for the year – September to June. 
Our meeting dates are:Feb. 3, Mar. 2, Apr. 
12, May 4, and June 1. All meetings are held 
on Friday afternoon at 1PM except the April 
meeting which will be held on Thursday, 
April 12. 

Food donations to St. Vincent de Paul 
are always gladly accepted. Our group invites 
any senior who is 55 years and older to join 
our group. You do not need to be a member 
of OLV. Any questions please contact Teri 
at 732-727-7639.

many decorations.  In addition, he was 
coach and charter member of the South 
Amboy Sabres  Pop Warner football team.  
Emily Selover, 92, of South Amboy died 
on Dec. 1.  She was a fine lady with a very 
kind heart.  Her husband George Selover 
died back in May.  Barbara Wojciechowski 
Meyers, 59, of South Amboy died on Dec. 
3.  She was a highly-creative lady who was 
employed as a graphics designer for Raritan 
Printing Company in South Amboy for 20 
years, as well as working for The South 
Amboy-Sayreville Times in the same capac-
ity for 15 years.  We will all miss Barbara’s 
hard work and dedication in helping us turn 
out excellent issues each month.  God Bless 
her!  Frank Puccio, 79, of South Amboy died 
on Dec. 6.  He was a Eucharistic Minister 
at St. Mary’s Church, and also served as a 
volunteer at the church’s Food Pantry.  

They will always be remembered for 
their fine works on earth.

(Continued from page 2)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard
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At Christmastime…
25 Years Ago

1986-South Amboy Mayor J. Thomas 
Cross bid farewell to the City Council and 
citizens at his final council meeting as Mayor.  
He served 10 years…

75 Years Ago
1936-Councilman Frank Kurzawa 

was elected President of the Sacred Heart 
Athletic Association, succeeding Law-
rence Wiater…South Amboy native Gerald 
Lewis made his Broadway debut in “Brother 
Rat.”…Albert Hanson was installed as 
Commander of the Daniel Sharkey Post, 
VFW in South Amboy…James F. Coan was 
elected President of South Amboy First Aid 
& Safety Squad…

100 Years Ago
1911-The new organ and memorial 

church windows at St. Mary’s Church were 
consecrated by Rt. Rev. Bishop John Scar-
borough…A bazaar at Christ Church Home 
was a big success…Bids were submitted to 
the Board of Freeholders for the erection of a 
new bridge over Cheesequake Creek in Mor-
gan…William C. Dill of South Amboy, track 
foreman for the Pennsylvania Railroad, was 
awarded a premium for the greatest improve-
ment in track work on Division “H.”

100 Years Ago…
1911-*The average life expectancy 

for men was 47 years. *Only 14% of 
homes had a bathtub.  *Only 8% of 
homes had a telephone.  *Fuel for some 
cars was sold in drugstores.  *The tall-
est structure in the world was the Eiffel 
Tower.  *There were only 8,000 cars and 
only 144 miles of paved roads in the U.S.  
*The average US wage was 22 cents per 
hour.  *The average US worker made 
between $200 and $400 per year.  *A 
competent accountant could earn about 
$2,000 per year, and a dentist $2,500 per 
year.  *A mechanical engineer earned 
about $5,000 a year.  *More than 95% 
of all births took place at home.  *90% 
of all doctors had no college educa-
tion!  Instead, they attended so-called 
medical schools, many of which were 
condemned in the press and the govern-
ment as “substandard.”  *Sugar cost 4 
cents a pound.  *Eggs were 14 cents a 
dozen.  *Coffee was 15 cents a pound.  
*Most women only washed their hair 
once a month, and used Borax or egg 
yolks for shampoo.  *The 5 leading 
causes of death were: 1.Pneumonia 
and influenza 2.Tuberculosis 3.Diar-
rhea 4.Heart disease 5.Stroke.  *The 
American Flag had 45 stars.  *The 
population of Las Vegas, Nevada was 
only 30!  *There was neither a Mother’s 
Day nor a Father’s Day.  *Crossword 
puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea had 
not been invented yet.  *Two out of every 
10 adults could not read or write, and 
only 6% of all Americans had graduated 
from high school.  *Marijuana, heroin, 
and morphine were all available over the 
counter at the local corner drugstores.  
Back then, pharmacists said, “Heroin 
clears the complexion, giver buoyancy 
to the mind, regulates the stomach and 
bowels, and is, in fact a perfect guard-
ian of health!  (Can you imagine that)?  
18% of households had at least 1 full-
time servant or domestic help.  *There 
were about 230 reported murders in the 
entire U.S.A.!

A Gift Card For 
Christmas

Author Well-Known
c.2010

If you’re Christmas shopping
And don’t know what to get
Give a gift card
It’s the easiest thing yet
Christmas shopping is not so hard
When you buy a loved one
The perfect gift card
It saves a lot of time and stress
When you’re not sure of what to get
But on Christmas Day
Your loved one will confess 
It’s the best gift
They’ve ever gotten yet
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Obituaries
Amabile, Anthony P., 51, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 24.
Behnen, Edward A., 61, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 29.
Bruno, Cynthia A., 58, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 26.
Buckiewicz, Dorris, 83, of South Am-

boy died on Nov. 23.
Cancilla, Thomas, 74, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 10.
Cassiere, Louis A., 80, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 5.
Figueroa, Nancy, 51, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 14.
Fruehwirth, Martin J., 75, of Morgan 

died on Nov. 19.
Garnett, Francis J., 70, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 17.
Gemo, Nettie, 96, of Parlin died on 

Nov. 19.
Herbst, Charlotte J. Surman, 85, of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 4.
Humphrey, Frances K., 82, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 5.
Interdonato, Elizabeth “Betty,” 80, of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 19.
Johns, James H. Jr., 87, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 11.
Johnson, Elmer E., 83, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 12.
Kupsch, Lee “Humphrey,” 73, of Sayre-

ville died on Nov. 19.
Lehocy, Raymond M., 81, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 23.
Lyons, Dorothy M. Binkowski, 62, of 

Parlin died on Nov. 15.
Luma, Marion E., 89, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 29.
Masarik, Beverly A., 70, of South Am-

boy died on Dec. 4.
Meyer, Godlob “Babe” H., 89, of Parlin 

died on Nov. 28.
Meyers, Barbara Wojciechowski, 59, 

of South Amboy died on Dec. 3. 
Mioduszewski, Rosalie, 87, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 24.
Moore, Florence B., 79, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 6.
Moran, Andrew W. “Mo,” 44, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 20.
Nietubyc, Marianna, 89, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 7.
Patskanick, Joseph M., 72, of Parlin 

died on Nov. 13.
Porpora, Alfonse A., 80, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 4.
Prohaska, Bernard L., 85, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 23.
Puccio, Frank A., 79, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 6.
Schmidt, Stephen N., 51, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 23.
Selover, Emily Hansen, 92, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 1.
Siciliano, Pam, 79, formerly of Parlin 

died on Nov. 26.
Sisko, Edward A., 73, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 29.
Smith, Thomas J., 87, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 1.
Sobol, Evelyn S., 86, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 23.
Ulcej, Anthony S., 89, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 18.
Vona, Salvatore J., formerly of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 15.
Wornowicz, Michaelina N. Obal, 94, of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 17.
Wysocki, Irene Kosakowski, 85, of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 23.

PRAyER To ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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Christmas Memories

Former South Amboy resident Betty Lounsbury  Silvaney sent this great 1948 photo, and 
said, “This is the village my dad used to put up every Christmas at our home on North 
Broadway.”

2005-Eight-month old Zachary seems to be in awe of his first Christmas tree.
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