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South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary will be leaving office after 24 years of hard work and 
dedicated service to the people of South Amboy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

O’Leary Reflects On 24 Years As Mayor
An Exclusive SA Times Interview

By Tom Burkard

On January 1, 2011, the City of South 
Amboy will have a new mayor for the first 
time since 1986, when Democrat John 
Ciszewski won the election, but passed 
away shortly after.  A special election for 
the post was held on January 5, 1987, and 
Democrat John T. “Jack” O’Leary was the 
clear-cut winner.  He has held the top slot 
ever since, and after 24 years as Mayor of 
“The Pleasant Little City,” decided not to 
seek office in November.  O’Leary will go 
down in local history as the longest serving 
Mayor, a streak which will be most difficult 
to top in future generations.

In an exclusive SA Times interview at 
City Hall, Mayor O’Leary reflected on his 
years as South Amboy’s most-renowned 
politician.

Mayor O’Leary said that “I am very 
comfortable with stepping down from the 
position of Mayor.  Twenty-four years is a 

long time, and huge commitment, and it’s 
time for me to move on to other things that 
I’d like to do in my life.”

He felt that his greatest accomplish-
ments as mayor were, “First and foremost 
our successes with quality of life issues, 
closing down our social clubs, strip joints, 
go-go bars, and cleaning up the streets, which 
helped in the revitalization of our commu-
nity.”  The mayor also cited infrastructure 
improvement that will benefit the city going 
into the future.  He said that, “Most people 
can’t see the hard work that went into find-
ing grants, which enabled us to rebuild the 
infrastructure, improving sewer and water 
systems, roads and bridges, and rebuilding 
Broadway.  Without that, we would not have 
achieved the revitalization we see today.  
Infrastructure improvements such as our 
new train station, and ferry terminal will take 

continued on page 29

Central Jersey Group IV Champions

The Sayreville Bombers football team captured the Central Jersey Group IV sectional state 
title.  The players, cheerleaders, coaches and other team personnel are pictured in this great 
photo.  Congratulations, Bombers on an incredible season!  (Photo submitted)

Former Mayor 
Boehm Dies

By Tom Burkard
Harold Boehm, 90, of Sayreville, who 

served as Borough Councilman from 1956-
62, and again from 1964-67, and was Mayor 
from 1962-64, died on November 25.

He was a third generation, and his grand-
father Kasper Boehm owned Boehm and 
Keon Brickworks on Jernee Mill Road in the 
1870’s, and was a resident when Sayreville 
was incorporated as a Borough in 1876.

Prior to his retirement, he worked for 
20 years as a Road and Bridge Inspector for 
Middlesex County Transportation Author-
ity.  Boehm also owned Boehm’s Esso in 
Sayreville for 19 years.   He was a member 
of several local fraternal organizations, and 
was highly-respected by all for his dedication 
to the Borough of Sayreville.  Harold Boehm 
certainly made a very positive mark in the 
history of Sayreville.  God Bless him. 

Cronin Will Be 
Missed

By Tom Burkard
Richard “Dick” Cronin, 71, the well-

respected and loved City of South Amboy  
Code Enforcement Officer,  passed away on 
Nov. 27.  Dick held the City position since 
2003, and was very active in the community, 
serving as Grand Marshal of the2004 South 
Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  He was 
also selected Irishman of the Year in 2005, 
and was a Past President and Charter Mem-
ber of Colonel David B. Kelly Division of 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH).  
Cronin also owned the very popular Lions 
Den in South Amboy from 1975-77.   Dick 
Cronin will always be remembered for the 
many wonderful things he did for people in 
need, and the City of South Amboy.  May 
God Bless him. 

Grand Marshal/PGK
Bill Coman Dies

By Tom Burkard
William “Bill” Coman, 91, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 21.  Bill was Past 
Grand Knight for the South Amboy Knights 
of Columbus Council #426, and also Grand 
Marshal of the South Amboy St. Patrick’s 
Parade in 1986.  In addition, he was Past 
President of St. Mary’s Parish Council.  
Coman was also a lector, and Eucharistic 
Minister at St. Mary’s, and a member of many 
fraternal organizations.  He retired in 1981 
from E.I. DuPont after 40 years of service.  
Bill was a kind man who never had a bad 
word for anyone, and was a well-respected 
man, who touched many lives in a positive 
way throughout the local communities. 

Sayreville Captures 
CJ Group IV 

Championship
By Tom Burkard

The outstanding Sayreville Bombers 
football team captured its first Sectional 
title in 13 years, as they topped a strong 
Brick Memorial, 14-0. The Blue & Gray 
turned out one of its guttiest performances 
of the year, overcoming injuries throughout 
the contest.  

Coach George Najjar’s superstar junior 
running back,  Delon Stephenson suffered 
a hip pointer early in the opening quarter, 
and was slowed for the remainder of the 
game, limping on his injured right leg at 
times.  Things actually started off badly for 
the Bombers, when starting fullback Davon 
Jackson reinjured his right knee while run-
ning out of the tunnel at Rutgers Stadium.  
Halfback Teju Ishola possibly broke his left 
wrist in the second half.

After a scoreless first stanza, quarter-
back Joe Geiger scored the first touchdown 
of the game on a quarterback sneak with 3:53 
left before halftime.  The Bombers defense 
excelled as it has throughout the season, and 
held Memorial to 112 yards total offense, 
while Sayreville had 239 yards.  Defen-
sive lineman Ismail Herring recorded 2 of 
Sayreville’s 4 sacks, and also 5 tackles.

The courageous Delon Stephenson, who 
battled through his injury, scored the final 
TD of the day, when he broke loose for a 
4-yard run with 8:17 left in the game.  He 
finished the game with 47 yards on 9 car-
ries.  Soph Zeke Perkinson rushed for 65 
yards, and junior Alex Yanuzzelli 54 yards.  
Stephenson racked up an outstanding 2,077 
all-purpose yards for the season.

The victory was the Bombers third 
shutout of the year, and they finished with a 
tremendous 11-1 record and will go down as 
one of the greatest Sayreville teams in history. 
Brick Memorial finished with a 9-3 record.  
Congratulations Coach Najjar and all of the 
Bombers for a great ride through one of the 
most exciting seasons imaginable!

2011 St. Patrick’s 
Parade Underway

Preparations for the 2011 South Amboy 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade are underway. This 
event is one of the city’s highlights each year.  
Parade enthusiasts will recall that last year 
the parade was canceled due to the Nor’easter 
of 2010. This coming March, the committee 
is planning on blue skies and fair weather 
so that South Amboy and area residents can 
once again enjoy all the fun and festivity of 
this longtime tradition.  This year’s parade 
will feature numerous marching bands, 

continued on page 26

Election Update:
Henry Leads By 3

A second recount, featuring 6 provision-
al ballots gave Democrat Fred Henry a 3-vote 
lead over Independent Mary O’Connor, in the 
closest mayoral race in New Jersey history.  
The recount was ordered by Judge Phillip 
Paley after 6 misplaced ballots were found 
by the Board of Elections.  The 6 provisional 
votes were split evenly between Henry and 
Indpendent Vincent Mackiel.Henry’s attor-
ney, Michael Baker said that, “I hope Ms. 
O’Connor saves the cost and expense to the 
taxpayers, accepts defeat gracefully, and does 
not pursue a costly challenge.” O’Connor’s 
lawyer Christopher Struben said his client 
would continue to challenge, not only the 6 
provisional ballots but other votes as well.  
The South Amboy Democratic Party is very 
confident that the Votes will hold up, and Fred 
Henry will be sworn in as South Amboy’s 
new Mayor on January 1, 2011.

Enterprise Snorkel took top honors as best decorated truck at this year’s South Amboy 
Holiday Tree Lighting on December 14th.  Pictured (l-r) Joseph Berikakis, Ted Huff, John 
Kelly and Andrew Bielak.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Merry
Christmas
 & Happy
New Year
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South Amboy’s Acting Superintendent of Public Works, Jerry Magee points to the beautiful 
wreath placed by city employee, Wade Kaboski on South Broadway, as the city decorated 
for the upcoming holiday season.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.In 1997, this local resident hosted  his 

own radio show, “Sunday With The Irish” on 
WCNJ-FM, 89.3 and 91.9?  a.Mayor O’Leary 
b.Jerry Smith c.Fred Whiteley 

2.In 1973, this bait shop was located on 
Route 35 South in Morgan ?  a.Mildred’s 
b.Fred’s c.Palmer’s

3.What year was only South Amboy 
Men’s Senior Slow Pitch League All-Star 
Game held?  a.1970 b.1972 c.1975

4.In ’75, Sayreville’s Borough Attor-
ney was?  a.John Everitt b.Joseph Karcher 
c.Alan Karcher

5.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1960?  
a.Bernard Mackiel b.Jeremiah Connors 
c.Frank “Inky” Norek

6.This Chiropractor’s office was located 
at Bordentown Ave., Parlin in 1980?  a.Dr. 
Penny Nowak b.Dr. Keith Wilson c.John 
Reisert, D.C.

7.This barber shop was located at 135 
North Broadway in ’65?  a.Frank’s b.Ace’s 
c.Greco

8.The Chairman of the Sayreville Indus-
trial Commission in 1976?  a.John Skorka 
b.John Letts c.Robert McLaughlin

9.This popular doctor preceded Dr. 
Younes at the office located on Main St., 
South Amboy?  a.Dr. Jonap b.Dr. Meacham 
c.Dr. Cienciewicki

10.This rental center was located at 
Route 35 South, Morgan in 1975?  a.All-Star 
b.Morgan c.Taylor

11.Chairman of the South Amboy Hous-
ing in ’88?  a.Richard O’Connor b.Henry 
Finelstein c.Joseph McCarthy

12.Commodore of the South Am-
boy Boat Club from 1991-92?  a.Joseph 
“Scoop” McCarthy b.Phil Kurtz c.Burk 
Lambertson

Answers
1c 2b 3b 4c 5a 6a 7c 8b 9a 10c 11a 12c.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

66th Anniversary
Congratulations go out to Joe and Helen 

Martin of South Amboy, who celebrated their 
66th Wedding Anniversary on November 19th.  
The couple was married on November 19, 
1944, and are two of the nicest people you 
could ever meet.  God Bless!
Amboy Bank Voted Best

Congratulations to Amboy Bank on 
being voted the “Best Bank” for the 13th 
consecutive year.  Amboy Bank has held 
the title from 1998-2010.

Cambridge Inn Celebrates 15 Years
Congratulations to former South Amboy 

resident Pat O’Connor and Dave Infosino, 
owners of the Cambridge Inn and Camelot 
Catering, who recently celebrated the 15th 
Anniversary of their business.  Cambridge 
Inn and Camelot Catering are located in 
nearby Spotswood.
Need A Christmas Gift?

Signed copies of G.R. Spiecker’s 
books “Jill,” and “The Wayward Wind” are 
available at the O’Ireland Gift Shop, 130 
Broadway, South Amboy.  Store hours are 
Mon. thru Sat., 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
In Memoriam

Walter “Whitey” Suchowiecki , 90, of 
Sayreville died on Nov. 21.  He worked for 
26 years with the Borough of Sayreville, and 
was a Bronze Star and Silver Star recipient in 
World War II.  “Whitey” also played minor 
league baseball with the Danville Leafs, a 
Boston Red Sox farm team.  Edward Daly, 86, 
of South Amboy died on Nov. 23.  He served 
in the U.S. Army from 1943-65, and was 
awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.  
He was a member of many different military 
organizations.   Sonja Pickup, formerly of 
Laurel Park and Cheesequake passed away 
on Nov. 23.  She and her husband Al owned 
President Park Gulf in Parlin many years 
ago.  Sonja would be seen pumping gas and 
making sure all the men were doing their 
jobs.   Robert Brewer, 70, of Parlin died on 

continued on page 11
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Pictured around the beautifully decorated Christmas tree at Sciortino’s Harbor Lights 
in South Amboy is (l-r) Sandra Seminski, Lou Seminski- owner of Sciortino’s Harbor 
Lights, Lou Seminski Jr., and Sheri Seminski.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Sciortino’s Harbor Lights

Lou Seminski is a third generation 
member of the Sciortino Family, who 
currently owns and operates Sciortino’s 
Harbor Light in South Amboy.

Sciortino’s has a most interesting and 
outstanding history.  Sciortino’s has the 
distinction of being one of the first five 
pizzerias to open in New Jersey, and one 
of the first 15 in the United States.  Paulo 
and Frances Sciortino, grandparents of 
owner Lou Seminski, founded the busi-
ness over 90 years ago.  They came to 
the U.S. in 1918 from Palermo, Sicily, 
and initially started a coal oven bakery 
and butcher shop, which also sold their 
brick oven tomato pies.

Eventually, after a great acceptance, 
and a demand for their famous brick 
oven tomato pies, Sciortino’s became a 
pizzeria in 1931.  Not just a pizzeria, they 
received praise and acclaim throughout 
the country and state, and when people 

came from other states and counties to 
visit, they all wanted to try Sciortino’s 
famous pizza.

Sciortino’s award-winning pizza took 
“The Best of the Best” award in Home 
News Tribune for five consecutive years, 
and was previously named second tastiest 
pizza in the state by New Jersey Monthly 
magazine.

Lou, a third generation member of 
the original Sciortino Family, carries 
on the legacy handed down for genera-
tions from his Great-Grandparents, to his 
parents, and now along with his children 
(Fourth generation pizza makers) and his 
grandchildren (Fifth generation, soon to be 
pizza makers).  The family is also known 
for their continued generosity.

For the finest pizza around, stop in 
at Sciortino’s Harbor Lights, 132 South 
Broadway, South Amboy, or call for your 
order at 732-721-8788.

Jim Dieker (l) and his wife Jean show their outstanding harvest before Thanksgiving.  The 
always-popular Diekers Farm on Bordentown Ave. in Sayreville, is closed for the winter, 
and will reopen again in the spring of 2011.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Student Athletes Honored
(Article Submitted)

South Amboy High School Fall All 
Academic student-athletes were recently 
honored..  The athletes had to maintain a 
3.5 average for the first Marking period and 
earn a varsity letter in a sport. Cross Country:  
Nicholas Bellanich, Nicholas Biesiada, Rob-
ert Burns, Mike Gualtieri, Lukasz Gremza, 
Tyler Simko, Patricia Cruz, Rebecca Koy, 
Amanda Ortega, Korie Vee.  Girls Soccer:  
Melissa McCleery, Danielle Tucka, Devon 
Carney, Ashley Huneke, Ashley Buczek, 

Raquel Layton, Sabrina Myers.  Tennis:  
Diane Dzioba, Brittany Larkin, Rachel 
Hulsart, Van Chi Le, Kylee Malkiewicz, 
Karen Vazquez, Klaudia Maslowska, Kim 
Hackshaw, Joanna Joks.  Boys Soccer:  Se-
gun Adeagbo, Elton Cheng, Stephen Clark, 
Marvin Deausen, Steven Herdman, Julian 
Grochowski, Nick Kales, Jack O’Connor, 
Matt Guiliano, Brandon Russell, John 
Guiliano, Anthony DeMaio, Tom Eib.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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Assemblyman Craig Coughlin presents a check from the proceeds of Sayreville’s involvement 
in the Bowl For Hunger Program, to Sue Paul of the Sayreville Care & Share Food Bank, 
and Rev. Elaina Villanova of Faith Fellowship Ministries, World Outreach Center.  Great job, 
in organizing the event, Assemblyman Coughlin!  (Photo/Info courtesy of Nellie Malet)

Yearbook-Hoffman 1985
By Tom Burkard

The H.G. Hoffman High School Class 
of 1985 started its final year of school in 
September 1984.  Tina Turner’s “What’s 
Love Got To Do With It” was the #1 Pop 
hit of the day…

At the John Street campus, the late John 
Olexa was Superintendent of Schools, and 
Mr. DePasquale was Principal.  Several 
faculty members were Mrs. Silla, Mr. Gif-
ford, Miss Folis, Mr. Stein, Reggie Carney, 
John Bernosky, Mrs. O’Brien, and Mrs. 
LaPoint.

The yearbook was dedicated to School 
Nurse Joanne Donnelly.  William Hansell 

was President of the National Honor Society.  
The Student Council members were Chair-
person-Amy Petrosky, Secretary-Mary Beth 
Toscano, Treasurer-Randy Stratton.

Some seniors selected randomly were: 
Debbie Burlew, Richard Herdman, Chris-
tine Lucovitz, William Natusch, Kevin 
O’Connell, Joseph Ramer, Christine Plus-
kota, Nadine Puccio, Robert Piazza, James 
Reilly, Suzanne Sieber, Christine Smith, John 
Schnyderite, William Bates, Sharon Charl-
ton, Liz Molina, Anthony Facendo, Sandra 
Benko, Teresa Ferencz, Anthony Grimaldi, 
Thomas Malone, Kevin Murphy, Toni Jean 
Tarallo, Robin Wisniewski, Margaret Pich.

The big news in ’85 showed thousands 
killed in an earthquake in Mexico City…No-
lan Ryan became the first pitcher to strike 
out 4,000 batters…Pete Rose became the 
All-Time Hit King by breaking Ty Cobb’s 
record of 4,191…Rock Hudson died from 
AIDS…Coca Cola retired its famed for-
mula for a “New Coke,” but was forced 
by public demand to bring it back after 2 
months.  The comeback of the year was 
Halley’s Comet.

Remember any of these nicknames?  
Stone, Dok, Smurf, Chip, Pooh Bear, Pretty 
Boy, Boxhead, Slam, Nay Pooch, Pooky, 
Aim, Subee, Barrels, Weed…Top senior 
athletes in the Class of ’85 were Dorothy 
“Dottie” Croddick, Frank “Frankie Boy”  
Dill, Scott Gumprecht (1st Team All-County 
Baseball pitcher), Tammy Schaber, Randy 
Stratton, Alicia Wahler.

The top song in the nation on Graduation 
Day ’85 was “Everybody Wants To Rule The 
World” by Tears for Fears.

Hoffman’s Class of 1985 had lots of 
really cool, nice, hard-working, and talented 
young people who have become successful 
in the game of life.   

Can’t See It Comin’
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2001

I couldn’t see it comin’
Winning the lottery
When you walked into my life,
A snake in the grass, 
A long-awaited answered prayer…
I didn’t want to see it comin’
Children growing up, 
Losing your love,
Heart attack, stroke, cancer,
Wrinkles, gray hair, old age…
I should of seen it comin’
Drunk driver, head-on collision, 
Losing my job, my pot belly,
Flat tire on the freeway…
I would of seen it comin’
A lightning strike
Flash flood, a landslide,
A shooting star on a pensive night…
I just don’t see it!
Man’s inhumanity to man
Face lifts, hair transplants, breast augment-
ing
Curveballs thrown life’s way…
You’d think I could see things comin’!
Keep the eyes open
Keep the mind alert
Keep the heart in faith.

Wisniewski, 
Coughlin Bill
To Combat 
Sayreville Flooding

Legislation Assemblymen John S. Wis-
niewski and Craig J. Coughlin sponsored to 
help combat the flooding of the South River 
in Sayreville was released recently by the 
Assembly committee.

The bill (A-3138) provides $4 million 
to the state Dept. of Environmental Protec-
tion to initiate and support flood control and 
prevention projects to mitigate the periodic 
flooding of the South River into Sayreville.  
The river often floods after storm, most 
recently in March.

“As residents of Sayreville know all 
too well, floodwaters have a devastating 
and long-lasting effect on safety, quality 
of life and property,” said Wisniewski (D-
Middlesex).  “This legislation would help 
fund temporary remediation that would keep 
floodwaters at bay until the federal govern-
ment and the Army Corps of Engineers 
can enact a permanent flood prevention 
solution.”

Coughlin (D-Middlesex) said that, “This 
flooding has caused considerable property 
damage in the community and repeated 
hardship and constant anxiety for those liv-
ing and working in the river’s flood hazard 
area.  Given the continuing threat of serious 
flooding from the South River, the funding 
provided by this bill would facilitate and 
expedite the effort needed to address this 
problem.”

The South River is the geographic bor-
der separating the municipalities of Sayre-
ville and South River in Middlesex County.  
Since the mid-1990’s floodwaters following 
heavy rains and nor’easters have caused con-
siderable flooding along the Sayreville side 
of the river, causing significant and repeated 
property damage for those residents living 
in the river’s flood plain.

The Army Corps of Engineers is in the 
process of completing a study of the area and 
is formulating how best to design a long-term 
flood remediation program.  In the meantime, 
the residents of Sayreville continue to battle 
floodwaters after heavy rains.

“Sayreville residents can’t wait another 
10 or 15 years for a permanent flood solu-
tion,” Wisniewski said.  “They need flood 
protection now and the funding provided by 
this bill would give them just that,” Coughlin 
said.  The bill was released by the Assembly 
Environment and Solid Waste Committee.
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Participants representing Middlesex County in this year’s Pulaski Day Parade are (l-r) Anna 
Hrymoc, Deborah Rezac, Veronika Kolodziej, Stanley Moskal, Joseph A. Wojcik, Erica Dawn 
Stolte, Paulina Mikulski, Klaudia Jolanta Wielowski.  In the front (l-r) Kayla Aguiar, Isabella 
Dussias-Kulessa.  (Photo submitted by Brian Stolte)

Dowdell Library News

Locals Participate In Pulaski Day Parade
By Brian Stolte

Ten area youths representing Middlesex 
County marched down New York City’s Fifth 
Avenue in this year’s Pulaski Day Parade. 
The event, which took place on October 
3rd, is the annual celebration honoring the 
accomplishments and the memory of Pol-
ish-born, American Revolutionary, Casimir 
Pulaski.

The young women carried the title of 
“Miss Polonia” from their respective towns.  
The younger girls were either “Junior Miss” 
or “Little Miss Polonias.”  Miss Polonia 
participants included South River’s Anna 
Hrymoc, St. Joseph Parish Polonia Klub’s 
Deborah Rezac of New Brunswick, Erica 
Dawn Stolte of Sayreville and Paulina Mi-

kulski from Helmetta.  Junior Miss Polonias 
were Alexis Swanson of South Amboy, Old 
Bridge’s Klaudia Jolenta Wielowski, and 
Veronika Kolodziej from Helmetta.

Isabella Dussias-Kulessa of South 
River, Helmetta’s Kayla Aguiar and Perth 
Amboy’s Julia Blok served as Little Miss 
Polonias.  New Jersey Grand Marshal, 
Stanley Moskal of Wallington and Middlesex 
County Grand Marshal Joseph A. Wojcik of 
South River also participated.

Everything was coordinated splendidly 
under the supervision of Stella Dolinski-
Moss of Sayreville, Vice-President of the 
Parade.

Spaghetti With 
Santa

The Sacred Heart Padre Pio Society 
Presents: Spaghetti with Santa, Saturday 
December 18, 2010,5:30 pm - 7:30 pm at 
Memorial Hall.

Join Us for a fun evening of Christmas 
music, Christmas crafts and activities, & 
Spaghetti Dinner.  Each Child will receive 
a gift and candy cane from Santa

Menu: Salad, Spaghetti & Meatballs, 
Chicken Parmesan, Bread, Dessert & North 
Pole Punch. To Go Orders are Available!

$40.00 per family of 4 (two adults, 2 
children- $3.00 each additional child).

$15.00 per Adult, $7.00 per child, $2.00 
for Photo with Santa.

For tickets call Christine at 732-672-
6757 or e-mail at hsa@sacredheartsa.com.

Courtney Anne Tooker, formerly of 
South Amboy, will be displaying her graphic 
art at the Dowdell Library in January.  She is 
a very talented, young woman who likes to 
draw as well as sing.  Please inquire regard-
ing the opening reception date!

Also, coming soon, the Dowdell Library 

of South Amboy is becoming a Job and Ca-
reer Center offering job search assistance, 
resume preparation, etc.  For more info 
call 732-721-6060 or go to: comments@
dowdell.org. 

South Amboy Mayor, John T. O’Leary cut the ribbon officially opening Broadway Seafood 
which is located at 109 N Broadway in South Amboy. Pictured (l-r) Mark Abbatiello, Owner, 
Mayor O’Leary, Audrey Loyer and Soon Ja Lee, Owner.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Pictured (l-r)are St. Bernadette Holy Name Society President Tom O’Leary, Deacon Don 
Zampella, Raffaelina Tutrone, widow of Deacon Dave Tutrone, and Father James Hagermann, 
Pastor of St. Bernadette Church on the occasion of the blessing of 2 religious garments 
presented to the parish by the Holy Name Society in memory of Deacon Dave Tutrone. 
(Photo/Info Submitted)

Boy Scout Troop 95 of Sacred Heart Church,South Amboy, announces it’s newest Eagle. 
Alex Scupp (2nd  from r), became Troop 95’s  67th Eagle in 68 years after passing his Eagle 
Board of Review on November 30th. Pictured with Alex is (l-r), Scoutmaster Marty Ruszala,  
Alex’s Father, Kevin Scupp, (Alex), Alex’s Mother, Cathy Scupp. If your son is interested in 
Scouting, visit Troop 95’s website @ Troop95sanj.com.  (Photo by Allan Russell)
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The 2nd Annual “Friends of Rose Co-Ed Softball Tournament” was held recently for the 
benefit of the C3 Colorectal Cancer Coalition.  Pictured at the successful event are (l-r) Eric 
Hausmann, Rose Hausmann, Jody Mahn, and Steve Mahn.  (Photo submitted)

With A Little Help From Her Friends
By Clem Skarzynski

Morgan resident Rose Hausmann actu-
ally got a lot of help from her friends, when 
on Saturday, Nov. 13th they all got together, 
for the 2nd Annual “Friends of Rose Co-Ed 
Softball Tournament” for the C3 Colorectal 
Cancer Coalition.

Rose, who in 2005 was diagnosed with 
Stage 3 Colon Cancer.  Along with her hus-
band Eric, and best friends Jody and Steve 
Mahn, decided to become advocates of the 
disease to help spread education and aware-
ness, and raise funds to help funding and 
research of the number 2 cancer killer.

Well, last year, they raised about $5,000, 

and on Nov. 13th, at the softball fields behind 
Sayreville’s Borough Hall, on a beautiful, 
sunny Saturday, the “C3 Crew” raised 
$10,165 for the fund!  Once again, friends 
and love prevailed.  Congrats to Rose, Eric, 
Jody, Steve, and all of Rose’s “Friends” for 
their caring and support.  Donations can be 
made online at: www.friendsof rose.org.

PGK Dinner
January 15

The South Amboy Knights of Colum-
bus will hold a Past Grand Knights (PGK) 
Dinner honoring Wayne Castello on Jan. 
15, 2011 from 7-11 p.m.  Cost is $25 and 
includes a 4-hour open bar, roast beef din-
ner, and entertainment by J & R Music.  
For more info call Wayne 732-406-5271 or 
732-721-2025.

Senior Clerk Typist Olga Y. Jimenez (l) was in charge of overseeing Middlesex County’s 
Paper Shredding at South Amboy.  City employee, Mike McCabe (r) was kept busy throughout 
the day, as people brought in old documents and other papers to be shredded.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

New Year’s 
Resolution!

Let the South Amboy Branch YMCA 
be the Solution to your New Year’s Resolu-
tion.  Bring in the New Year with a healthy 
attitude and a healthy body.  The YMCA 
offers a variety of group exercise classes 
that are sure to get you on your way to a 
healthy 2011.  We are now offering Group 
Cycling, Water Aerobics, Dance Classes, 
Weight Training & much more!  Join us at 
one of our interactive wellness and nutrition 
seminars to help you combine mind and body.  
Need an extra boost in your routine?  Sign 
up with one of our Personal Trainers who 
will guide you on the road to a healthier you.  
Stop by the South Amboy Branch today and 
start 2011 off right!

Crewcut Fundraiser
Sons of the American Legion (SAL) of 

the American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 
#62, South Amboy would like to thank ev-
eryone for donations towards the Crewcuts 
for Veterans fundraiser, which was a big 
success.  Special thanks go out to Patty and 
the ladies from Talkin’ Heads.PRAYER TO ST. JUDE

(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 
to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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Remembering Pearl Harbor-American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62, South Amboy held 
its annual Pearl Harbor Memorial Service in memory of the military personnel who lost their 
lives during the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.  Legion member Harold Dennen 
(l) prepares to toss the memorial wreath into the Raritan Bay, as fellow Legion member, 
Richie Drake looks on.  Commander Ed Peterson presented an eloquent speech to those 
who attended the event on a very cold and windy day by the bay.  Dennen,  also said a few 
words in memory of the departed servicemen.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Plenty of work has been done, at Waterfront Park in South Amboy/Sayreville near the 
beachfront.  According to a worker, one of the improvements will be the construction of 
a new stairway leading to the beach.   The entire project is funded by Middlesex County.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Eighty-five students were recently inducted into the Middlesex County College chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges. From Sayreville: 
Aaron Chavez, Sara Onifer, Lapa Chatterjee, Danielle Hoyte. (Photo/Info Submitted)
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The First Presbyterian Church of South Amboy welcomed new Pastor Rev. Jeffrey Carney 
and his family to the Church last month.  Pictured (l-r) Joshua Carney, Pastor Carney, Rev. 
Cynthia Cochran-Carney and Jackson Carney.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

New Pastor 
Installed  

The First Presbyterian Church of South 
Amboy, Located at 150 N. Broadway, 
welcomed the installation of Rev. Jeffrey 
Carney.  Boy Scout troop 91 presented the 
colors and led the recitation of the pledge of 
allegiance. This was followed by a powerful 
worship and installation service presented by 
the Presbytery of Monmouth. Rev. Cynthia 
Cochran- Carney, the new pastor’s wife 
preached the sermon titled “The Church! 
Why Bother’. She is the pastor at Willow 
Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains, 
NJ. They are the parents of two sons, Jackson, 
16 and Joshua, 12.

“This church reminds me of a family 
that serves each other in times of joy and 
needs. This is a church of people that really 
care deeply about the community and reach 
out in missions and ministry in real concrete 
ways. Join us for worship on Sunday morn-
ings at 10:30am. Also, join us on Christmas 
Eve for a traditional service of lessons and 
carols at 7PM” said Carney.

Talk Of The Town
continued from page 2

Nov. 24.  He was a former Chief and 
Exempt member of the President Park In-
dependent Fire Dept.   Rosalie Point, 84, of 
Sayreville died on Nov. 29.  She worked as a 
Teacher’s Aide for the South Amboy Board 
of Education for 25 years, and was highly-
respected, and loved by all the children.  
Barbara Napier, 71, formerly of Sayreville 
died on Dec. 2.  Prior to her retirement in 
1996, she was the Nursing Schedule Coor-
dinator at South Amboy Memorial Hospital 
for 25 years.  Sheila Inman, 72, formerly of 
Morgan died on Dec. 2.  Before retiring, she 
was employed by the South Amboy Board of 
Education as a teacher at South Amboy High 
School.  Sheila was a fine lady who treated 
everyone as a friend. Walter Kozlowski, 85, 
of Sayreville died on Dec. 4.  He retired as 
a Lieutenant with the South River Police 
Dept. after 30 years of service.  They will 
all be missed for their many contributions 
to society, and so much more.
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Winter 
Long
Ago

This great photo of young Walter Timm was taken on Merritt Avenue back around 1950, 
after a snowfall.  (Photo courtesy of Anna Harris-Friberg).  
*Have any great winter or snow shots you’d like to share with The SA Times readers?  E-
mail us at: satimes@aol.com.

Santa Claus made an early stop at IHOP on Route 35 South in Keyport.  Here he is shown 
bringing Christmas cheer to sisters (l-r) Sabrina Funt, age 4, and Alyssa Funt, age 8 of 
Aberdeen.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Michael Colucci

Where Have You Gone, Michael Colucci?
By Tom Burkard

Michael Colucci is a South Amboy na-
tive, who graduated from Harold G. Hoffman 
H.S. in the Class of 1971 as valedictorian.  
He has had a diversified background and 
most interesting life, and is currently the 
Artistic Director of the Redtwist Theatre in 
Chicago, Illinois.

Michael was really into sports as a 
youngster, and got his start playing in the 
South Amboy Little Fellas League for the 
Lions Club in ’61.  He said, “The South 
Amboy Little League was actually begun 
by my uncle, Bill Colucci, after whom the 
field was named, and so it was a bit weird 
for me playing there, because he had just 
died in 1958.”  The Lions were managed 
by Franklin English and had an outstand-
ing team with Curt Wood, Jimmy Vail, 
Walt Peterson, Skippy Costanzo, Glenn and 
Roger White, Norm Kilcomons, Mike and 
Keith Tedesco, Dick Muchanic and Colucci.  
They fell in the finals to Enterprise which 
had future big-leaguer Tom Kelly and his 
brother Jody,  Bernie and Vince Mackiel, 
and lots of other talented players, accord-
ing to Colucci.   He recalled the final out of 
the title game, “Danny Jones used a Willie 
Mays basket catch and caught a soft fly ball 
to end the series, and my heart sank.  It was 
the worst feeling in my life up to that point.”  

Michael got to enjoy a championship in the 
Babe Ruth League, when his team, Raritan 
River Railroad captured the title.  “We were 
managed by Ray Stockton and Bill Campion.  
We had an all-star lineup: Brian Kreiger, 
Larry Kurzawa, the Mackiel brothers, John 
Clark, the Campion brothers, Billy, Jimmy, 
and Mark, all of whom pitched.  John Clark 
hit a little loop single over the Komars’ first 
baseman’s head to drive in 2 runs in the bot-
tom of the 7th to win the trophy.  We all got 
cool jackets just in time for winter.”

Colucci played baseball and basketball 
at Hoffman High, but says that, “I didn’t start 
with either team because I wasn’t that good.  
In basketball we had Gary Lange, Danny 
Paone, Jimmy and Ronnie Croddick, and 
Tom Wortley, with Jimmy Keegan and Bob 
Levins coming off the bench.  Our coach, Mr. 
T. “Butch” Tomaszewski was kind enough 
to let me be on the team my senior year, but 
I hardly played.”  At the time, there were no 
theatrical opportunities offered at the school, 
or in South Amboy at any level, for Michael, 
who would later go on to a highly successful 
career in acting and the theatre.

After high school, he played with my 
Men’s Senior Basketball League team, 
Mountaineer Construction Rebels, and in 
’72, led the team in scoring with 106 points 
and a 13.2 scoring avg.  “I also remember 
the Mechanicsville Bombers, and we had a 
ball,” said Colucci.  One of his other great-
est memories of that time was “Seeing Ed 
Paczkowski running up and down the court 
when his team played.  He was probably 
only in his 30’s, but I recall thinking, my 
goodness, he’s really working hard.”

Michael went to Rutgers and majored 
in pre-med, but decided that “I didn’t want 
to be a doctor and work that hard.”  He then 
went into the corporate world and worked 
in medical sales for various companies.  In 
1981, he was offered an opportunity to open 
up a new Midwest office in Chicago for one 

continued on page 19
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St. Mary’s High School Class of 1970 held its 40th Reunion at the Ye Cottage Inn, Keyport 
recently.  Fun was had by all, and classmates from upstate New York, Florida, Texas, and 
Pennsylvania made the trip for an enjoyable evening.  Everyone made a donation towards 
a Paver that will go by the Eagle monument on Stevens Ave. outside the gym.  It will read, 
‘Class of 1970, 40th Reunion.  The Committee would like to thank everyone who came and 
made it a wonderful evening.  (Photo/info submitted)

David O’Connor (l) and Patrick O’Connor (r)  ran the New York Marathon on November 7, 
2010.  They raised almost $30,000.00 as part of the Boomer Esiason Foundation to cure 
Cystic Fibrosis in memory of their Cousin Colleen O’Connor who suffered from the disease.  
David and Patrick are the sons of Rick and Judy O’Connor.  (Photo/Info Submitted)
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Happy 80th Birthday!  South Amboy native 
and one of the greatest managers in Major 
League Baseball history, Jack McKeon cuts 
his 80th birthday cake at a gala surprise 
birthday for him at Burlington, North Carolina.  
(Photo by Marge Gorczyca)

Pictured at Jack McKeon’s 80th birthday party is front row (l-r) Marge Gorczyca, Jack, Carol 
McKeon, Betty McKeon, Bill “Biff” McKeon, Patty Dalfonzo.  Back row (l-r) Jay McKeon, 
Barbara McKeon.  (Photo by Kori McKeon)

Senior Center 
Planners
Meetings For 2011

The Sayreville Senior Center Planners 
have scheduled the following meeting dates 
for 2011:

Jan. 26, Feb. 23, Mar. 30, Apr. 27, May 
18 (3rd Wed.), June 29, Jul. & Aug.-No meet-
ings, Sept. 28, Oct. 19 (3rd Wed.), Nov. 30, 
Dec.-No meeting.

*Senior Citizen Day-Wed., May 25th.  
*Halloween Party-Wed. Oct. 26th.

Food Bank Donations-Jan.-Tuesday 
Club; Mar.-Thursday Club; May-St. Stan’s 
Club; July-AARP; Sept.-Asian American 
Club; Nov.-Tuesday Club.

Planners meetings are held on the last 
Wed. of the month at the Sayreville Senior 
Citizens Center at 10 a.m.

95 Years Ago…
Local Movie 
Premiered

By Tom Burkard
A sequence for the film, “Juggernaut” 

was shot in Sayreville on Sept. 27, 1914 at the 
site of the old Ducks Nest Pond swimming 
hole, near the previous site of the Hercules 
plant.  The movie was filmed on a specially 
built trestle over Ducks Nest Pond, now 
called Bailey’s Park, and a retired engine 
#56 from the Long Island Railroad was used 
in the climatic train crash.

Over 2,000 people watched the train 
speed at 50 m.p.h. over the 100-yard long 
trestle.  Dynamite blew up the train consisting 
of a locomotive and three cars, plunging it 
along with mannequin passengers into the 
6 to 10 feet of water.

Fifteen cameras were used to shoot the 
scene which cost over $25,000 to stage.  The 
movie stars performing were Anita Stewart, 
Earle Williams, and William Dunn.  Ralph 
Ince was the director, and “Juggernaut” 
premiered on March 7, 1915 at Vitagraph 
Theatre in New York.

Historians say that mannequins could 
be seen around the Borough for a couple 
of months, and the wrecked train was not 
recovered until 1938, when it was sold for 
scrap.

If you would like to see Parts 1 & 2 of 
“Juggernaut” go to youtube.com and type 
in the words the juggernaut.  It’s a silent 
film, and both parts are brief, but pretty 
interesting , particularly because it was shot 
locally, and it is Borough of Sayreville his-
tory at its finest.

*A special thank you to Parlin’s Ed Bolk, 
an avid SA Times reader, and local histori-
cal buff, for his tip about the “Juggernaut” 
sequences on youtube.

100 Years Ago…
“The Perils Of 
Pauline”
Shot In Parlin

By Tom Burkard
1910-The first film ever recorded  in 

the South Amboy/Sayreville area, “The 
Perils of Pauline,” was shot at the former 
Raritan River Railroad station in Parlin.  
Pearl White, a popular silent film actress 
of the day, was featured as the heroine in 
the popular adventure serial, which was 
produced by Pathe-Frers of Jersey City, a 
French-owned company. 

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

Novena to Saint Anthony
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety. (make request). The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle. Oh gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of 
the sweet infant Jesus who love to be folded in your 
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours. This 
novena has never been known to fail. Say Our Father, 
Hail Maryand Golry Be.   B.T.S..
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The rock ‘n’ roll band Krystal turned in a fine performance at Sayreville Day 2010.  Members 
include (l-r) Bill “Roz”-bass, Dave Florio of Sayreville on keys, Jerry Mokar of Morgan on 
sax, Gerrard Ciandella-drums, John Olsen-lead vocals and guitar, Gary “Roz”-guitar.
(Photo courtesy of Jerry Mokar)

Sayreville Rockers Join Hoboken Music 
Scene By Clem Skarzynski

Got my chance to hear this “original” 
rockin’ group at Sayreville Day 2010.  “Krys-
tal,” a Hoboken, NJ based 5-piece, original 
rock bank, took the stage with lots of energy.  
Led by frontman on lead vocals, and guitar, 
John Olsen…With founding members and 
brothers Bill “Roz” on bass, and Gary “Roz” 
on guitar, drummer Gerrard Ciandella, and 
keyboardist, and Sayreville resident, Dave 
Florio, the 5 original members had the 
crowd’s attention with their “soulful, hard 
rockin’ and punch.”  Great raw, original rock 

‘n’ roll…The band’s newest addition is also 
an “original hometown rocker, Mr. Sax Man 
elite-Morgan’s own Jerry Mokar, who has 
worked the Jersey, and N.Y. music scene 
since we all started back in ’63!

“Krystal” has performed throughout Jer-
sey and Pennsylvania, and has been onstage 
at The Pony…Their second CD, “Krystal II, 
Elysian Park” is now available, with a “CD 
Release Party” to be announced for Jan. 2011.  
Stay tuned for more on “Krystal.” 

Music Trivia
Christmas Color (Red & Green)

By Tom Burkard

1.__Green Eyed Lady a.The Kingsmen
2.__Green, Green Grass Of Home b.Sam The Sham & The Pharoahs
3.__Green Tambourine c.Sugarloaf
4.__Little Red Riding Hood d.Prince 
5.__Big Green Tractor e.Tom Jones
6.__Little Red Corvette f.The Lemon Pipers
7.__The Jolly Green Giant g.Jason Aldean
8.__Green, Green h.Gary Lewis & The Playboys
9.__1,2,3 Red Light i.Booker T. & The MG’s
10._Green River j.The New Christy Minstrels
11._Red Red Wine k.Creedence Clearwater Revival
12._Green Onions l.UB40
13._Red Rubber Ball m.1910 Fruitgum Co.
14._The Ballad Of The Green Berets n.The Cyrkle
15._Green Grass o.SSgt. Barry Sadler

Answers
1c 2e 3f 4b 5g 6d 7a 8j 9m 10k 11l 12i 13n 14o 15h.

#1 Country Hits On 
Dec. 18
1990-I’ve Come To Expect It From You-
George Strait
1980-Why Lady Why-Alabama
1970-Endlessly-Sonny James
1960-Wings Of A Dove-Ferlin Husky

Shade Tree 2011
Meeting Schedule

The Borough of Sayreville Shade Tree 
Commission will meet on the following 
dates at 7:30 p.m., room 310, 167 Main St., 
Sayreville in 2011: Jan. 20; Feb. 17; Mar. 17; 
Apr. 21; May 19; June 16; Jul. 21; Aug. 18; 
Sept. 15; Oct. 20; Nov. 17; Dec. 15.

These meetings are open to the public 
and matters under the jurisdiction of the 
commission may be discussed, decided and 
action may be taken.

#1 Pop Hits On Dec. 
18
2000-Independent Women-Part 1-Destiny’s 
Child
1990-Because I Love You-Stevie B
1980-Lady-Kenny Rogers
1970-The Tears Of A Clown-Smokey Rob-
inson & The Miracles
1960-Are You Lonesome Tonight?-Elvis 
Presley
1955-Sixteen Tons-“Tennessee” Ernie 
Ford

Cowtown Reunion 
Update

Submitted By Gene Crowley
By Clem Skarzynski

Hey all you “Friends of Cowtown, from 
the Colonel’s Garter Days”…Remember, 
comin’ up on Saturday January 15, 2011, at 
The “Pony.”  Gene Crowley, Ron Cybrowski, 
Bob Marks, Jim Ryan, Ray Solomon and 
Mark Clifford, will be onstage with their 
down-home country rock for the benefit of 
“The Light of Day” organization.  Tickets are 
available at Ticketmaster or at The “Pony.”  
Be there Buck-A-Roos! Rock and Rant

By Rev. Buckdaddy Flash
Tis’ the season to light your candles, 

wrap your presents, and to enjoy good times 
with friends and family . Tis the season to 
take a moment and stop where you are and 
give a thought or prayer to all the veterans 
living and dead who served to maintain our 
freedom . We must remember that the war is 
never over for The Door’s Unknown Soldier 
.They constantly relive these battles and fight 
daily with these memories to remain normal. 
Let us hope for these brave men and women 
to win this war and come back to us to live 
peacefully with them selves .  Maybe we can 
ask Santa Claus to help with that request. I 
am a firm believer of that man. I know there 
is an entity out there who possesses people 
and make them give to others unconditionally 
with no expectations for anything in return. 
We all need to keep Santa alive and make him 
available to everyone . Like James Brown 
said,” Santa please come to the Ghetto “. 
We all need a break rich or poor , black or 
white. So take some time and be Santa , the 
smiles you create will say Tis the season. I 
would like to thank my favorite Santa Claus, 
The Sayreville Public Library for the songs 
I mention in my rants plus millions more 
available to me and you for free. Enjoy.

March For Life Bus 
Trip

The Knights of Columbus Our Lady of 
Victory Council #2061 and St. Bartholmew 
Council #11873 will be co-sponsoring a bus 
trip to Washington D.C. to participate in the 
Annual March for Life on Monday, January 
24, 2011. This will be the 38th year of this 
march to repeal the 1973 Roe vs. Wade Su-
preme Court decision that made abortion on 
demand the law of the land. There will be 
a 6:30 A.M. Mass at OLV Church on Main 
Street in Sayreville followed by a light con-
tinental breakfast. Lunch is also included. 
The bus will depart from the OLV Church 
parking lot at 7:30 AM. A minimum donation 
of $20 ($10 for students) is requested to help 
defray costs. For further information about 
the trip or to reserve a seat, please contact 
Michael Yetsko at (732)727-7639.

Branch Manager Mindy Kenney and her staff at the Browntown branch prepare food collected 
during Amboy Bank’s branch wide food drive. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Amboy Bank Hosts County Food Drive
In the month of November, all 26 offices 

of Amboy Bank have been collecting food 
and household items for food banks in their 
branch area. Every Amboy office manager 
selected a food bank to collect for in their 
community. In many cases Amboy has a 
strong relationship with the organizations 
including Elijah’s Promise, the Old Bridge 
Food Bank and the Samaritan Center. 

Gregory Scharpf, Chief Retail Bank-

ing Officer, stated “Thanks to the support 
of our generous clients and neighbors the 
program has been a huge success. We were 
able to distribute our collectables in time for 
Thanksgiving.” 

Founded in 1888, Amboy Bank a full-
service commercial bank with 26 offices in 
Central New Jersey prides itself on quality 
service and responsiveness. Amboy Bank has 
been voted “Best Bank in Central Jersey” 
for the past 13 years in a row.  
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The champions pictured on the bus ride back home, let everyone know they’re #1.

Assistant Coach Shawn Currie and his wife Tara Bouchard Currie celebrate on the field after 
the huge Sayreville victory.  Currie did an excellent job as defensive coordinator.

Two of the Bombers stars, Delon Stephenson (l) and his brother Daryl Stephenson (r) pose 
proudly with future Bomber, William Giovenco (c) on the field following the big game.

The Sayreville Bombers are pictured along the sidelines, as time winds down in their 14-0 
championship game victory over Brick Memorial.  

CJ Group IV Champions
(Photos by Eileen Downs-Giovenco)

School Sports By Tom Burkard
(As of Dec. 10)

Boys Bowling
Sayreville (4-0) Ryan Roberts,  Jay 

Ciszewski, Wayne Bebert, Mike Danchisco, 
Phil Bailey, and Kevin Nettler have looked 
terrific in the early going.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-0-1) Zack Durso 
and Dan Rack had standout opening scores 
for the Eagles.

South Amboy (1-1-1) Phil Oppen-
heimer, Ray Ghigliotta, Kevin Riley and 
Marcus Bishop appear to be the Guvs’ top 
bowlers this season.

Girls Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick (3-0) Nicole Hig-

gins, Katie Latham, and Katie Rose Noble 
lead the Lady Eagles.

South Amboy (0-3)
Sayreville (0-4)
Stephenson #2  

College Notebook
South Amboy’s Courtney Hulsart is a 

contributing member of the Rowan Univer-
sity girls’ basketball team.  Courtney played 
her high school hoops for the South Amboy 
Lady Guvs.

Klimchak Brothers 
Will
Be On ESPNU

Rutgers University lacrosse team in-
cluding former AL Johnson High School 
All-State and All-Americans, Matt and Scott 
Klimchak will be playing Big-East rival St. 
John’s in the Konica Minolta Big City Clas-
sic at the New Meadowlands Stadium.  The 
matchup is part of a tripleheader scheduled 
for Sunday April 3, 2011 to be televised 
on ESPNU.  An estimated 35,000 fans are 
expected at the state of the art facility.  In 
addition to games that include Penn State, 
Notre Dame, Princeton, and Georgetown, 
Rutgers will also be participating in the 
ESPNU Warrior Classic at Rentschler Field 
on the campus of UCONN, where it will face 
perennial powerhouse Syracuse University 
on April 23, 2011.

Matt and Scott are the sons of former 
South Amboy resident and St. Mary’s H.S. 
Class of 1974, and the grandson of Theresa 
Klimchak of South Amboy.

Whitfield Tops 
Eagles

Cardinal McCarrick quarterback David 
Whitfield helped the Eagles to a 4-5 record 
this season, by leading the squad with 52 
points, 8 TD’s, and 2 extra points.  Superb 
running back Jose Ruiz scored 5 touchdowns 
for 30 points, and easily led the Blue & Gold 
with 1,106 yards rushing.

Eagles Sweep Guvs
The undefeated Cardinal McCarrick 

boys and also girls bowling teams defeated 
the South Amboy clubs as the Guvs and 
Lady Guvs opened their season.

The Blue & Gold boys stopped the SA 
squad, 4-0 behind big games from Kevin 
Savoia 205-541; Zack Durso 587; Dan Rack 
224-565.

McCarrick’s girls also shutout the Lady 
Guvs, 4-0.  Nicole Higgins racked up a 505, 
and Katie Latham 201-529. 

Bombers Chosen 
To
All-Area 1st Teams

Sayreville sophomore girls cross coun-
try standout, Rachel Castellito has been se-
lected to the Girls Cross Country All-Area 1st 
Team by Home News Tribune.  She turned in 
an outstanding season, and has an extremely 
bright future in Bomber athletics. 

Senior midfielder Katie Dovidauskas 
was selected Field Hockey All-Area 1st 
Team.  She scored 3 goals and 1 assist.  
Congratulations!

Stephenson, Holt
Players Of The Year

Sayreville Bombers standouts, Delon 
Stephenson and Syd Holt were selected 
Offensive and Defensive Player of the Year 
respectively by Home News Tribune.  

 Stephenson was simply incredible with 
2,077 all-purpose yards on the year, and 
scored 26 touchdowns.  The junior running 
back carried 118 times for 1,009 yards. He 
also caught 24 passes for 379 yards, and he 
returned punts and kickoffs 27 times for 603 
yards.  In addition, he also played superb 
defense at  free safety.

Holt was also amazing during the year, 
notching 46 tackles, and a team-leading 
13.5 sacks.  In addition, he had 2 intercep-
tions and a blocked punt.  Syd also played 
on special teams, and caught 17 passes for 
198 yards and 4 TD’s.  In the championship 
game against Brick Memorial, he was moved 
from defensive end to outside linebacker, 
and excelled.

Five Chosen To
All-Area Football 
Team

Four members of the Sayreville Bomb-
ers Sectional championship football team, 
and one Cardinal McCarrick player was 
selected to the Home News Tribune’s All-
Area 1st Team.

Delon Stephenson, the Blue & Gray’s 
talented running back, who was chosen 
Offensive Player of the Year, and defensive 
end, Syd Holt, the Defensive Player of the 
Year, were picked along with senior Daryl 
Stephenson, powerful defensive lineman, 
who recorded 49 tackles, 7 sacks, and also 
kicked 28-54 kickoffs for touchbacks, scored 
5 points, 3 on a field goal in the playoffs, 
and 2 on a safety.  The Bombers’ superb of-
fensive lineman, senior George Koblentz was 
a 1st Team choice, based on an outstanding 
season, in which he topped the club with 
81 tackles, and also had 2 sacks, 1 fumble 
recovery and 1 blocked punt.

One of Cardinal McCarrick’s most tal-
ented players in school history, John Appiah, 
a senior lineman, was #1 in the county with 
17 sacks, and also hammered opponents with 
125 tackles, while forcing 14 fumbles.  He 
also recovered 6 fumbles, had 10 quarterback 
hurries, and 12 knockdowns.

Ruiz Breaks 1,000
Yards Rushing

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s speed-
ster running back, Jose Ruiz, became the 
second Eagles’ player in history to rush for 
1,000 yards.  He carried 175 times and totaled 
1,078 yards, and scored 6 TD’s.  Quarterback 
David Whitfield rushed for 875 yards and 
scored 12 touchdowns. 
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

Glory Days in
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

1964-The St. Mary’s Eaglettes girls varsity basketball team with Coach Theresa  Wist and 
mascots, “froidnick” and “froid-nicka” whoop it up after a big victory.   Some of the girls 
pictured are Capt. Suzan Charlton, Carol Surman, Bernadette Cerebe, Noreen Emken, 
Kathleen Ertle, Margaret “Peggy” Kurtz, Patricia Biacindo, Madeline Kosmo.  If anyone can 
identify the rest of the Eaglettes, please let us know.   

1943-Sayreville nipped 
Jamesburg, 31-29 in basketball, 
as John Wortley fired in 10 points.  

1956-St. Mary’s stopped St. 
Mary’s Perth Amboy, 76-65.  
John Phillips and Joe Viggiano 

paved the way with 21 points apiece.  
Jim Higgins chipped in with 12 and Tom 
Pristavec 11.  1964-Hoffman hammered 
Keyport, 82-61, as Jerry Drill burned the 
nets for a career high of 35 points.  Jimmy 
Odom helped out with 15, Dennis Wood 12, 
and Ted Reick 10 points.  1980-The Guvs’ 
boys basketball team dropped a CJ Group I 
first round contest to Manville, 57-44.  Bob 
Aucone scored 16 points and John Dragotta 
tickled the twine for 15, as Hoffman finished 
the season with a 10-10 record.  1986-St. 
Mary’s girls softball squad pummeled Pis-
cataway Tech, 21-0 on a brilliant no-hitter 
by Lisa Harrigan.  Jean O’Toole 5 hits, 
including a 3-run homer, 3 doubles, and a 
triple.  Laura Radwanski  ripped 5 hits, and 
Kim Walker added 5 RBI.  1996-Sayreville’s 
football team pounded Edison, 25-0.  Omar 
Joseph scored 2 touchdowns, John Nuber 1 
TD, and quarterback Dustin Kemple ran for 
a 7-yard score.  2003-Cardinal McCarrick’s 
star defensive lineman, Billy Wagner was 
a 1st Team All-Area selection by Home 
News Tribune.  He notched 16 sacks, 87 
tackles, 5 blocked punts, and had 2 fumble 
recoveries.

Sport-Girls Basketball
Year-1980
Teams-Hoffman (21-1) vs. Sayre-
ville
Recap-Sue Akerman pumped in 16 points 
and grabbed 20 rebounds to lead Coach 
Reggie Carney’s Lady Guvs to a 68-53 
triumph over his Sayreville alma mater.  
Linda Smith scored 12 points, Carol Aker-
man 11, Sue Check connected for 10 points 
to score her 1,000th career point, and also 
ripped 18 rebounds.  Jamie White tossed in 
10 points.  Cindy Allman led the Bombers 
with 18 points.
Co-MVP’s-Sue Akerman and Sue Check, 
Hoffman Lady Governors
Hoffman 68
S. Akerman 16 Smith 12 C.Akerman 11 
Check 10 White 10
Sayreville 53
Allman 18 McFeely 11 Almeida 9 McGuire 
6 Klein 5 Ritter 2 McCurdy 2.

Looking Back 55 Years Ago
At Local High School Basketball Teams

1955-Sayreville boys’ basketball team 
had the most successful season of our local 
high schools, finishing with a 12-8 regular 
season record.  Hoffman turned in a 6-11 
mark, while St. Mary’s had a 5-13 show-
ing.

The Bombers scoring was led by Bob 
Witkowski with 239 points, while averaging 
11.9 per game.  Jack Callahan was third in 
points scored with 205, but had the best aver-
age 12.8.   Ronnie Kuran scored 228, 11.4; 
John Marcinczyk 198, 9.9; Leo Farley 172, 
8.6; Len Dzergoski 56, 5.1; Walt Malkiewicz 
42, 2.3; Ed Prysak 29, 2.1.

Billy Lake topped the Guvs with 250 
points and a 14.7 avg.  Frank Grimley tossed 
in 230 points for a 13.5 avg., and was fol-
lowed by Jim English 191, 11.2; Steve 
Malkiewicz 113, 6.6; Charlie Rehfuss 97, 
6.7; Bob Kitchen 68, 4.9.

Perth Amboy Evening News All-County 
1st Team selection, Marty Metzger turned in 

a stellar season for the Eagles by pouring in 
401 points (tied for #2 in the county) and 
averaging 22.3 per game (#2 in the county).  
Pete Delaney scored 165, 9.2, and was fol-
lowed by Bob Leslie 111, 6.2; Bill Norton 
79, 5.6; Frank Leonard 73, 4.1; John Phillips 
60, 3.3; Bob Lovely 49, 4.1; Jim Higgins 
47, 3.1.

Post Graduate players, Jerry Gorczyca, 
who was a 1st Team All-County player in 
’54 for the Eagles, and Garry Stratton, who 
starred for Hoffman High, were top guns 
on the Rutgers Prep team that went on to 
a splendid 15-3 record.  Gorczyca pumped 
in 420 points, for a 23.3 avg., and Stratton 
scored 376, an average of 20.9 per game.

*A special thank you goes out to Anita 
Semoneit who gave me an antiquated 1955 
Perth Amboy Evening News that contained 
the above info.

30 Years Ago
Hoffman Girls Finished 23-2
1980-The talented Hoffman Lady Guvs 

finished with an outstanding 23-2 record 
under Coach Reggie Carney.  The Purple 
& Gold’s losses came at the hands of New 
Brunswick, as they bowed to the Zebras in 
the Middlesex County Tournament and the 
CJ Group I State Tourney. 

Cheerleading 
Champs

1963-St. Mary’s C.Y.O. basketball 
cheerleaders won their second straight Di-
ocesan cheerleading title.  The girls were 
coached by Theresa Schwarick and Lena 
Kennedy.  Team captains were Paulette Ne-
hila and Lenore Carroll.  The other members 
were Kathy Macholl, (who won the “Miss 
Yell” title at the Hudson County Tourna-
ment), Rosanne Cross, Eileen Norek, Susan 
Clark, Geneva Lucovitz, Donna Chuilli, 
Nancy O’Donnell, Mary Ferguson, Lucille 
Coan, Judy Kozlowski.

The All-Christmas Colors Baseball Team
Our All-Christmas Colors Baseball 

team, wearing red and green, has a roster 
consisting of: Pitchers-Red Ruffing, Red 
Faber,  Tommy Greene,  Mark Redman , 
Pete Redfern, Tim Redding;  catcher-Mike 
Redmond ; first baseman-Hank Greenberg ; 
second baseman/manager-Red Shoendienst 
;  shortstop-Khalil Green third baseman-

Red Rolfe;  left fielder-Gary Redus;  center 
fielder-Mike Greenwell ;  right fielder-Shawn 
Green.  Reserves-Lenny Green, Dick Green,  
Pumpsie Green,  Tike Redman, Beau All-
red; General Manager/Relief Pitcher-Dal-
las Green;  Announcer/Broadcaster-Red 
Barber.  

45 Years Ago
1965-St. Mary’s presented new basket-

ball coach Henry “Henny The D.J.” Conroy 
with a victory in the season opener, as the 
Blue & Gold shocked South River 51-42.  
John Quigley led the scoring attack with 20 
points, and Kenny Devlin popped in 11.

St. Mary’s 10-foot mascot “Ollie The 
Eagle” was created, and provided lots of fun 
for the students through the years.

South Amboy 
Sabres Football

1963-The South Amboy Sabres Pop 
Warner football team lost a tough one to 
Matawan, 19-13.  Speedster Pat McDonough 
accounted for all of the SA points, with 2 
TD’s and an extra point run.  Leo Dohan 
found McDonough for a 20-yard touchdown 
strike. 

C.Y.O. Daze
1963-The Sacred Heart 8th grade bas-

ketball team, under Coach Ray “Butch” To-
maszewski captured the Amboy Area regular 
season championship, and also the playoff 
title.  The team consisted of Bob Zukowski, 
Rick Ragula, Jack Trenta, Edwin Witkowski, 
Don Szatkowski, Dave Marciniak, Joe 
Castellano, Ken Gigliello, Vince Zebro, 
John Clark, Jim Gordon, John Opiola, Art 
Birmingham, Fred Bergold, Barry Cassidy.  
Robert Ferreri was the manager.

45 Years Ago
1965-The St. Mary’s Eaglettes girls 

basketball team won its final game of the 
year, downing Wickantunk, 45-41.  Diane 
Hayes topped the scoring with 16 points and 
was followed by Peggy Kurtz 14, and junior 
Pat O’Hare 10.  The Eaglettes finished 4-10 
on the year.

All County
1980-Senior Sue Check and junior 

Jamie White were 1st Team All-Middlesex 
selections.  Check averaged 18 points and 
19 rebounds per game, and also had 106 
assists and 117 steals.  White averaged 17 
points per game.

30 Years Ago
1980-St. Mary’s boys’ basketball team 

beat Hoffman, 63-50 in City Series action.  
The Eagles controlled the boards, especially 
in the second half, when they stopped Hoff-
man from getting any rebounds.  Danny 
Kudelka topped all scorers with 18 points, 
and teammate Paul Fecskovics added 17.  
Billy Lewis paced the Purple & Gold with 
17 markers.

In the late 1970’s a “Friends of Johnny Z” Scholarship organization was formed in honor 
of longtime teacher/coach John Zdanewicz, by his friend Woodrow “Woody” McCarthy.  
To get the program started, a fundraiser basketball game was held at the Hoffman High 
School Gym.  
Ed Paczkowski, owner of Foodtown throws in a two-pointer on a jump shot, while being 
closely guarded by former Hoffman High Phys. Ed/Health teacher, John Kovaleski.  On the 
far left is the late Marvin Wood, and on the far right is longtime teacher/coach Ray “Butch” 
Tomaszewski.  (Photo by James Tedesco, courtesy of Ed Paczkowski)

South Amboy’s Mark Abbatiello (r), new owner of Broadway Seafood, and friends had a 
great year fishing on Capt. Kevin Gorczyca’s party fishing boat, “The Goin’ Deep” out of 
Vikings Marina in Morgan.  The highlight for these outstanding anglers was finishing 1st 
place in the American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 62, South Amboy Fluke Tournament in 
August.   Bobby Clarke from North Jersey led the way with the biggest fish.  Larry Tuna 
from Hazlet, Mike “Nip” Noble, Ed Mancini, Paul Ludlow, and Mark “Turtle” Abbatiello, 
all original South Amboy fishermen, are regulars on “The Goin’ Deep,” and just finished 
the year with their last trip, in which they all limited out with nice Blackfish. (Photos/story 
courtesy of Mark Abbatiello)
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Fourth Straight Championship

Congratulations to the Sure-Hit Home Improvements softball team for winning the Sayreville 
Men’s Weeknight softball championship.  The powerhouse squad won the title for the fourth 
time in the past six years.  The championship best of 3 series was played in Sayreville at 
the new recreation complex on July 28th.  The champs are pictured as follows: Top row (l-r) 
Mike Walker, Steve Lopez, Chuck Ford, Matt Ryan, Eddie Fulham, Patrick Riporti, Clint 
Murray, Travis McCray, Dominic Esposito, Darren Curran.  Bottom row (l-r) Gerald Small, 
Jim Jimenez, Chuck Prusakowski, Team Sponsor-Thomas Ryan, Robert Prusakowski.  
(Photo courtesy of Michelle Robertson)

Congratulations to the Sure-Hit Home Improvements softball team for winning the Sayreville 
Men’s Sunday A-Division championship for an unprecedented 4th consecutive year.  The 
champions captured the crown in a best of 3 series, which was played at the International 
Field in Sayreville on Aug. 8.
The players are as follows: Top row (l-r) Jay Casoff, Chuck Ford, Eddie Fulham, Dominic 
Esposito, Steve Lopez, Patrick Riporti, Matt Ryan, Team Sponsor-Thomas Ryan, Clint 
Murray.  Bottom row (l-r) Pat Walsh, Jim Jimenez, Bob Prusakowski, Travis McCray, Patrick 
Kiernan, Chuck Prusakowski, Mike Walker.  Missing from photo-Gerald Small.  (Photo 
courtesy of Michelle Robertson)

Commission On Aging Meetings For 2011
The Borough of Sayreville will hold the 

following meeting dates for 2011:
Jan. 21, Feb. 18, Mar. 18, Apr. 15, May 

20, June 17, Jul. & Aug.-no meetings, Sept. 
16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18, Dec.-no meeting.

*Senior Citizen Day is Wed., May 25th.  
*Halloween Party is Wed., Oct. 26th.

Meetings are held at the Sayreville 
Senior Center on the 3rd Friday of the month 
at 2 p.m.  The public is invited.

of these firms, and he made the move.
So Michael, when did you become 

interested in the theatre and acting?
“The Chicago theatre scene was just 

beginning to take off at the time.  Steppen-
wolf Theatre Company was 7 years old at 
that time, and they blazed a trail of what is 
now known as Chicago storefront theatre.  
This simply means renting a storefront and 
producing plays instead of selling products.  
A month or two after arriving at the “Windy 
City,” I started seeing lots of shows at Step-
penwolf, whose ensemble included John 
Malkovich, Gary Sinise, Joan Allen, and 
John Mahoney, well before they all made it 
big.  “I was knocked out by the raw power 
of their brand of live theatre in a real small 
space.  It was like doing a great drama in a 
large living room.  My own theatre has 40 
seats, and it’s smaller than a classroom at 
Hoffman or St. Mary’s, and to do an Arthur 
Miller drama such as “Death of a Salesman” 
or “All My Sons” in that confined space is 
just explosive and absolutely devastating.  
For the first time ever, I was experiencing 
emotions I didn’t know I had, such as the 
depth of compassion that you feel for a 
fatally flawed character like Willy Loman 
in “Death of A Salesman,” or for Blanche 
Dubois in “A Streetcar Named Desire.”  
These are legendary pieces of theatre that fill 
the heart with wisdom and understanding, 
and they force you to go outside the world 
of your own little thoughts.  It changed my 
life forever.” 

 Colucci was never formally trained as 
an actor, but took a lot of classes in Chicago, 
and studied primarily with the late, great 
Ted Liss.  Michael has done exceptionally 
well in the field, and said his favorite roles 
to play as an actor were as Joe Keller in “All 
My Sons,” and George in “Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?”  He also loves to direct.  He 
recently directed a “unique and wonderful 
1974 drama, “Equus.”

The Redtwist Theatre requires Michael’s 
focus as a producer these days, putting to-
gether the team for each show, namely the 
director, the designers, and the cast.  He also 
reads and selects the plays for every season, 
5-6 per year.  “Producing takes most of my 
time, but it’s a real joy and never feels like 
I’m working for a living.  We just opened a 
show called “Lobby Hero” on Dec. 2, and 
it’s getting great reviews and doing well 
at the box office, so life is good- this time 
around anyway,” said Colucci.

None of the Redtwist actors have made 
the big time as of yet, but they are only in 
their sixth full season.  Colucci, expects 
several actors in his company to be very 
successful.  

John Mahoney from the TV show 
“Frasier” is a friend of Colucci’s, who said 

Michael Colucci
continued from page 13

that “He is a very generous supporter of our 
theatre.  I’m certainly not in the big leagues, 
rubbing elbows with VIP’s.  That doesn’t 
happen too much in Chicago.  Despite its 
size, it’s still a pretty simply Midwest city.  
And stardom is surely not in my future.  But, 
the truth is, being famous is the last thing I 
would ever want.  Can you imagine losing 
your privacy?  Dreadful.”

He lists his favorite actors as Anthony 
Hopkins, Ben Kingsley, Alan Rickman, Al 
Pacino, Harvey Keitel, Johnny Depp, Tobey 
McGuire, James McAvoy, Clive Owen, 
Jeremy Northam, Meryl Streep, Judi Dench, 
Emma Thompson, Kristin Scott Thomas, 
and Kate Winslet.  His favorite movies are 
It’s A Wonderful Life; Singin’ In The Rain; 
The Godfather I and II; Pulp Fiction; For-
rest Gump; The English Patient; Fargo.  His 
favorite play is All My Sons.

Michael is an avid reader, loves to watch 
NFL football, especially “The way Bill 
Belichick is like a chess master with Tom 
Brady and the Patriots.”  He said that he has 
lost complete interest in baseball because of 
“mis-management, and non-competitive, 
with no salary cap and no revenue-sharing, 
like pro football.  Not to mention the total 
destruction of baseball’s sacred record books 
due to performance enhancing drugs.  Also 
it has been in urgent need of realignment 
for decades with lopsided divisions.  The 
AL West has 4 teams, the NL Central has 6!  
The sport is a complete mess, and I’ll never 
watch another game!”

His favorite memory of living in South 
Amboy goes back to the ‘50’s, “When I was 
real little, there used to be some hills and a 
wooded area where Fourth and Fifth Streets 
extend past the old Komars factory and the 
Knights of Columbus, near Stevens Ave.  
The woods went all the way back to the area 
behind what was then Briggs Chevrolet.  I 
grew up at 235 North Stevens Ave., right 
around the corner from those wooded hills.  
Well, you can imagine, a 5 or 6 year old kid 
having about 10 acres of that dreamscape in 
which to run, and play, and hide, and climb, 
and wander.  All I needed was a stick.  You 
could get up on top of the hill and look 
down at the Raritan Bay (which was like 
an ocean to a small kid), and the bridges 
leading to Perth Amboy.  It was like living 
in a movie.  And then, when that area was 
developed, I may have lost the hills and the 
space, but it was even better because I got 
lots of new friends who moved into those 
new houses.  People like the Weissman 
twins, the O’Connors, the Lapchuks, the 
Bergins, Bobby Krutel, the Flannery boys, 
Bobby Jones and George Morgan.  I was the 
luckiest kid in the world.  In addition, I grew 
up with 3 wonderful sisters, Michele, Kathi, 

continued on page 27
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continued on page 21

MCC Winter 
Classes

Wintersession Allows College Students 
to Earn Three Credits in Three Weeks

Wintersession at Middlesex County 
College will feature three weeks of concen-
trated courses beginning on December 28. 

“Wintersession offers students the 
opportunity to take a one-semester course 
that earns full credit and can transfer back 
to their own college,” said Aretha Watson, 
director of admissions and assistant dean 
of enrollment and student support services 
at Middlesex. “Wintersession is perfect for 
students looking to accelerate their academic 
progression or get back on track.”

Classes meet daily from December 28 
to January 13. Courses include art, public 
speaking, psychology, management, his-
tory, English composition, economics and 
criminal justice. The complete list, along with 
easy registration information, appears on the 
College website, www.middlesexcc.edu.

Students who are matriculated at col-
leges other than Middlesex must present 
a Visiting Student Letter from their home 
college giving them permission to enroll 
and transfer credit back to their home col-
lege. Details are available from the “visiting 
student” section on the website.

Early registration is recommended as 
courses fill quickly.

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The big news is that Striped Bass fishing 

from Party Boats is quite good.  Different 
types of jigs work well.  Fish size run up to 
40 pounds.  To the south, there are many 
large Bluefish up to 20 pounds found mixed 
in.  With the cold weather coming, there will 
be less and less of them.  Bottom fishing for 
Blackfish, now with a limit of 6 fish, has 
gotten pretty good.  Some big Blackfish over 
the ten pound mark have been caught.  Ling 
fishing on Mud Hole Wrecks is very good.  
There have been a few Cod mixed in.  Sea 
Bass are still being caught but there are very 
few Porgies.  Unfortunately the colder water 
has brought in the dog fish.  These horned 
Sharks are now taking over a great number 
of fishing areas in large numbers.  I frequent 
the bay at Cliffwood Beach checking on the 
surf fishing and have noticed very few Bass 
and in general the fishing is slow.  I do not 
expect we will see any Mackerel until the 
New Year.
Fresh Water

I tried fall fishing again on Veteran’s 
Day.  I fished parts of the Black River and 
the North Branch at Far Hills.  I didn’t even 
see a fish let alone catch one.  The water level 
was low, most likely they didn’t stock. There 
is more water in the Manasquan and Muscon-
etcong Rivers.  That is where they have been 
catching them.  The Delaware River lower 
reaches have been giving up a few Walleye, 
Smallmouth Bass and Catfish.
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WWW.?

This could very well be the easiest mystery photo of the year.  Everyone should know what 
this is, and where it is located.  It’s our “special” gift to you.   Merry Christmas, and Happy 
New Year.    (Photo by Tom Burkard)

November Winners
Last month’s mystery photo was a little 

bit tricky, as only nine loyal SA Times readers 
knew the correct answer.   There were several  
people who incorrectly identified the photo 
as the water fountain by the new YMCA on 
South Broadway in South Amboy.   Those 
who correctly identified the picture as the 
water fountain at Kennedy Park in Sayreville 
were: Julie Cook, Shirley Schaefer, W. Tom 
Kross, Estelle Pluskota, Peggy Yuhas, Ber-
nard Sadowski, Lynn Loy, Donald Bruhn, 
Pam Kenny.  Congratulations!

Explosion Photo
Last month’s photo which we ran under 

the title, “60 Years Ago” brought some in-
teresting comments from faithful South Am-
boy-Sayreville Times reader and local history 
expert Jim Phillips of South Amboy.  He said 
that, “The picture was not the Hoffman High 
School after the 1950 Explosion, it was the 
George Street Grammar School, directly in 
back of the high school.  The two buildings 
were joined together by a tunnel.

After the explosion, many boys from 
the high school worked in the two buildings, 
removing lathe, plaster and asbestos from the 
halls and classrooms.  It was a good job all 
summer, and we got paid $1 per hour.”

NOTE: This is the first we have ever 
heard of a school named George Street 
Grammar School.  If any of our readers 
have any comments or memories about the 
school, please let us know.

1940’s Photo 
Identified

Donna Marie Read-Biamonte of South 
Amboy sent us an e-mail saying that her 
grandmother Emma Lear Sumski could 
identify some of the people in the “Long, 
Long Ago” photo from the 1940’s.  Emma 
is 82 years old and graduated in the Class of 
’46.  On Thanksgiving Day, Donna’s mother, 
who is Emma’s daughter showed her the 
photo, and she identified the following (l-r) 
Teddy Weiss (He became a Congressman in 
New York), Stanley Kowaleski, Richard Ku-
rowsky, Gene Munn.  She did not recognize 
the last two students or the music teacher, 
and said, “Music teachers came and went 
every year.”

Bakery Memory
SA Times avid reader, Joan Fulham 

shared a memory of Gutkowski’s Bakery, 
which was a featured photo recently in our 
WWW.? mystery photo contest.  Joan said 
that, “When my mom passed away 6 years 
ago, my daughter mentioned in the eulogy 
how she and her brothers loved to go to their 
grandparents house to stay over on a Satur-
day night, when they were younger.  That 
was because Pop Pop would go on Sunday 
morning to Gutkowski’s (Sun-Glo) Bakery 
in Sayreville, and get the “good buns” as 
they called them.  This is going back close 
to 40 years ago.”

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

January meeting on Friday, January 7, 2011 
at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. After a 
business meeting, we will hold a Game Day. 
Bring your favorite game to share with other 
members. We will also have a separate area 
for our avid bingo players. 

We will be having lunch sandwiches 
available again for $3.00. The choices 
are ham and cheese, tuna, egg salad, or 
eggplant, and turkey. To order call Geri at 
732-257-4351.  

Please bring a non –perishable food item 
for St. Vincent de Paul’s pantry.

Any questions call Teri at (732) 727-
7639.

Eze, Saforo 1st 
Team All-Area

Sayreville soccer standouts, junior Olisa 
Eze, and senior Jude Saforo were selected 
to Home News Tribune All-Area Boys Soc-
cer 1st Team.  Eze was the county’s scoring 
champion with 69 points, and also #1 in 
goals scored with 31, as he helped lead the 
Bombers to the White Division title, and 
an outstanding 15-4-1 record.  Saforo, the 
excellent sweeper, was simply amazing on 
defense, and was a fine leader as well.   Way 
to go guys! 
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Does Santa Have Back Pain?
Santa Claus may be able to travel around 

the world in a single night, but when it comes 
to his health, he’s no Superman.  That bowl 
of jelly, a diet rich in fatty cookies and a 
lack of regular exercise, all put Santa at risk 
for back pain.

Santa is a perfect candidate for back 
problems-he’s overweight.  The same holds 
true for us mortals.  Sometimes, the cause 
of your back problems is not your back, 
but your front: your “spare tire” may be the 
cause of your aching back.  And the solu-
tion to your back problem may not involve 
a pill or surgery.

Your spine is the central support of your 
entire skeletal system.  It is designed for 
strength to support your body weight and 
flexibility to allow movement.  When healthy, 
your spine is S shaped with 3 natural curves.  
When these curves are in balance, your body 
weight is evenly distributed.  To maintain 
this alignment, you need to have strong and 
flexible muscles in your back, legs and abdo-
men.  The abdominal muscles are especially 
important in supporting the spine.

A potbelly changes the curvature of 
the back.  The stomach pulls the backbone 
forward, stressing muscles and ligaments and 
putting pressure on discs.  If you have 10 
extra pounds on your abdomen, you are put-
ting an additional 100-pound strain on your 
back.  This additional strain occurs because 
the lower part of your spine is not receiv-
ing adequate support from your weakened 
abdominal muscles.  Your back muscles try 
to maintain the proper spinal balance, but 
after end up strained or sprained.

Although excess weight does not cause 
back problems, you can do something about 
it.  Follow a diet and exercise program to 
maintain a healthy weight and strengthen 
your muscles.  Develop healthy eating habits 
that work for you.  And, make exercise, diet 
and proper spinal hygiene an important part 
of your day.

Hi Tom,
The November 

issue of your won-
derful newspaper of-
fered up quite a series of 
reader testimonials:  To the 
hundreds of lives you touch 
each month with your work;  
To the countless number of 
people who appreciate what 
you do; To the great job you continue to do.  
I could go on.  And on.  And on.

Suffice it to say, you are doing a fantastic 
service to the people of South Amboy and 
Sayreville.  You are in an enviable position.  
I hope you understand that.  And appreciate 
it.  Continue to smell the roses, and treat each 
ensuing issue as a blessing.

From One of Your Legions of Fans,
Ron Kukulski
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Hello,
This is a great newspaper!  Love it 

every month!
Peggy Yuhas

Dear Tom,
The WWW.? pictures are always in-

teresting, and the person who takes them 
sure knows his way around this area.  Great 
work!

Lynn Loy
Morgan

We love your newspaper!
Thank You,
Dot French
Parlin

LETTERS
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Remember When?

1960-Morgan Lumber Company was one of the top businesses in the local area.  
Located on Route 35 South in the Morgan section of Sayreville, the building still stands 
today.  (Photo/info courtesy of Christina Olender)

Tyler Simko

New Years Eve At 
The ELKS

Tickets Now Available at the South 
Amboy ELKS, 601 Washington Ave. 8pm 
- 1am.

 $50 per person includes DJ, Hot & 
Cold Buffet with Open Bar and Champagne 
Midnight Toast. Tickets sold on a first come, 
first serve basis. Tickets must be purchased 
in advance - No tickets sold at the door 

Contact Don Rutter 732-718-1003 or 
Donna Glennon 732-754-7180 for tickets 
& info.

Simko Featured Recitalist
On November 21st, local talent Tyler 

Simko was featured as a recitalist in the 
Annual Member’s Recital of the Middlesex 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
at St. Mary Church in South Amboy. Simko, 
age 16, has been a student of Christopher 
M. C. Deibert for the past six years. Deibert 
is an esteemed organist, music director for 
St. Mary Church, and a recently admitted 
member of the Military Order of the Collar 
of Saint Agatha.

 Simko, with a gracious sponsorship 
from the local chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists (AGO), was accepted into a 
program this past summer at Westminster 

Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey; 
where he studied under the direction of 
acclaimed organists such as Ken Cowan, 
Matthew Lewis and Paolo Bordingnon.  Dur-
ing the program, Simko took part in master 
classes and had the opportunity to both play 
and visit some of the most renowned instru-
ments in the country.  After being accepted 
into the AGO, Simko gave a presentation 
about his experience to many notable musi-
cians. An article describing Simko and his 
presentation was recently published in The 
American Organist, the most widely read 
magazine devoted to choral and organ music 
in the world. 

Born in North Carolina; Simko acquired 
a taste for music at a young age. Beginning 
his piano studies at the age of five, he was 
chosen to study with the Professor of Music 
at the North Georgia College & State Uni-
versity, where he was featured as a recitalist 
multiples times on the campus. 

Simko, a junior at South Amboy High 
School, is also very successful academically. 
In early 2010 he was accepted into the Na-
tional Society of High School Scholars, an 
organization which recognizes academic ex-
cellence among our nation’s youth. Through 
this organization, Simko has been provided 
with multiple unique opportunities, includ-
ing an invitation for his attendance at the 
NASDAQ Opening Bell Ceremony.  

Simko is currently pursuing his Service 
Playing Certification from the AGO, with 
hopes of achieving it in the upcoming year. 
He also writes and records acoustic music of 
his own, and will be releasing a solo album 
this month. He is a regularly featured organist 
for masses at St. Mary Church.

Christopher Norek, a paramedic student enrolled in The Freda and Robert N. Brown Paramedic 
Program at Union County College, taught a free class to local emergency responders as 
part of a class community service assignment.
The Class took place on November 22nd at the South Amboy First Aid and Safety Squad. 
In attendance where members of the squad as well as members of the South Amboy Fire 
Department Explorer post 6. The class taught emergency providers of the importance of 
rehabilitative support during an incident. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Maureen Strzykalski (l), South Amboy Schools, Cathy Poulin (c), Bob’s Furniture (you may 
have seen her in the Bob’s Furniture commercials) and Mary Anne Lewis, South Amboy 
Schools, are shown with the $5,000.00 check that Cathy presented to the school.  Maureen 
saw the application for the grant and Mary Anne completed the paperwork.  Great Job!!  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

SA Elementary School Wins $5K Grant
The Bob’s Outreach program recently 

pulled up to the South Amboy Elementary 
School in New Jersey with Cathy Poulin, 
Bob’s Discount Furniture public relation 
director, to award $5000 to put toward 
dance, music or any other arts program at the 
school.  The winners were chosen based on 
submissions from parents, teachers, students, 
administrators and community members. 

Ms. Poulin stated that “it is so important 
to find ways to get art and cultural education 
programming into our schools noting that 
“at Bob’s, the goal of the award is to help 
provide positive and enjoyable education 

experiences for youth, and with many school 
budgets cut this year that business support 
is needed more than ever.”

There were seven winners with South 
Amboy being the only school in New Jersey 
awarded the prize.  

Anniversary 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group still has cook-
books available for sale. Be one of the pa-
rishioners who has a copy of this memorable 
compilation of delicious parish recipes. 
Cookbooks are available at the pastoral 
center or contact Teri at (732) 727-7639. 
The sale price is $10.00. 

Families from all over the community visited the South Amboy Branch YMCA on Sunday, 
December 12th for an opportunity to “Swim with Santa” before he returned to the North 
Pole.  Over 25 YMCA families splashed, played in the pool, and posed for pictures with 
Santa Claus!  Afterwards, Santa and his new friends enjoyed refreshments served by a 
local Girl Scout troop.  The event’s admission was non-perishable food items to benefit the 
Middlesex County Food Bank. (Photo/Info Submitted)
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Sugar Bolk, a 12-year old Jack Russell, 
owned by Ed and Nancy Bolk of Parlin, was 
all dressed up for Thanksgiving.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

Author Has Blog 
Page

Maureen Wlodarczyk, author of “Past 
Forward,” launched a blog as part of her 
website, and will share post-publication 
stories, discoveries and experiences that 
will add to the greater story of her color-
ful Irish ancestral family.  She will begin 
with the story of her visit to Ireland and the 
surprising detour she took while there.  To 
read Maureen’s blog, titled “Post-Scripts,” 
go to the following Blog link: www.past-
forward.com/blog.

Holy Name Meeting
The Middlesex County Federation of 

Holy Name Societies will hold its meeting on 
Tuesday, Jan. 18 at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 
267 E. Smith St., Woodbridge beginning with 
a Mass at 6 p.m.  After Mass, a buffet meal 
will be served in the church hall.  The meet-
ing will follow.  All Holy Name members 
are invited to attend and are asked to bring 
a friend who might be interested in joining 
the Holy Name Society.

Looking Back To
1996

The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary 
Club members were: Dave Bridge, Kay 
Christensen, Joseph D’Arco, Gary Fulciniti, 
Janice Harasz, Steven Maness, Pat Olexa, 
Lois Morriss, Mike Poll, Hugh Rone, Brian 
Smith and Greg Wyzykowski.

Graphic Art Display
Courtney Anne Tooker, formerly of 

South Amboy, will be displaying her graphic 
art at the Dowdell Library in January.  She is 
a very talented young woman who likes to 
draw as well as sing.  Please inquire regard-
ing the opening reception date!

Also, coming soon The Dowdell Library 
of South Amboy is becoming a Job and Ca-
reer Center offering job search assistance, 
resume preparation, etc.

For more information, contact the 
library at 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

Christmas Mass 
Schedule
Our Lady of Victories

Dec. 24-4 p.m., 6 p.m. (Children’s 
Mass), 11 p.m.; Dec. 25-8:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., noon; Dec. 31-5 p.m.; Jan. 1-9 a.m.
St. Stanislaus Kostka

Dec. 24-5 p.m., midnight; Dec. 25-7:30 
a.m., 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m. (Polish), noon.
Sacred Heart

Dec. 24-3:30 p.m. (Children’s Liturgy), 
midnight (choral presentation 11 p.m.); 
Dec. 25-7 a.m., 8:30 a.m. (Polish), 10 a.m., 
noon; Dec. 31-4:30 p.m. (English), 6 p.m. 
(Polish); Jan. 1-7 a.m., 8:30 a.m. (Polish), 
10 a.m., noon.
St. Mary

Dec. 24-5 p.m., 7 p.m.; Dec. 25-8 a.m., 
10 a.m.
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The Beginning, 1987-A beaming John T. O’Leary (l) is sworn in as the City 
of South Amboy’s new Mayor.  Looking on proudly are his family members, 
and City Clerk Claire Reilly (bottom right).  (Photo submitted)

South Amboy into the future.  We brought in over 
$100 million in grants and outside funding, that 
taxpayers didn’t have to pay for to get all of these 
things accomplished, and have really set the city 
on sound footing to go forward.  What we did on 
Broadway was special.  Twenty-four years ago, it 
was decaying rapidly, and it was a labor of love 
to try and rebuild storefronts.  The fact we were 
able to get Broadway back and moving forward, 
get it cleaned up, storefronts renovated, to get 
businesses in town, says a lot, not only about this 
administration, but people in the community.  It 
says who we are as a people, when visitors come 
through and see the new train station, and how 
we’ve been able to fix the city up, and a lot about 
the quality of people who live in the city.”

When asked what it’s like to go down in his-
tory as the longest reigning mayor, he said, “I don’t 
think longevity is a quality of achievement.  Hard 
work and getting things done, is what has given 
me the longevity.  Also, by being a good leader.  
I think people understood what I was doing and 
where I was taking the city, and that kept me in 
office for 24 years.  I look at the type of hard work 
that I put in, which is more important than having 
been here for 24 years.” 

Mayor O’Leary said that his wife Kathy would support 
him if he had wanted to continue as mayor, but “I think it 
would be unfair to my wife and family to continue to give 
totally to a public life.  It’s very demanding today, and I 
still have young children, Jack, a sophomore at Rutgers 
in Chemical Engineering, Pat and Ryan, both in the local 
public school system.  It’s time for me to spend more time 
with my family at this juncture in my life.”

He stated that he wished “The Federal government 
worked a little harder in terms of getting approvals for the 
ferry terminal, and the road, and monies to our municipality 
quicker.  They made us jump through hoops to be able to get 
that established, and be able to be in a position now to build 
the ferry road and ferry terminal.  I wish that would have 
happened a lot quicker.  It would have been a help to the 
city, especially with this economic recovery we’re working 
on right now.  I’m not disappointed in anything.  I always 
took the approach that you can’t do everything in 1-year, or 
1-week.  Set your goals and objectives, and get something 
accomplished each and every year and build on that.  That 
was one of the keys of the success of my administration.  
We always kept our eyes on the ball.  We never got con-
sumed with one project.  Some things got done sooner than 
others, some took longer.  That’s how government works.  
You never know when you’re chasing grants and federal 
funding, when they’re going to come in.”

What advice does the mayor have to his successor?  
“To be a good listener.  To understand that you represent 

all the residents of South Amboy in the best interest of the 
community.  Never allow yourself to get detracted from 
that.  That will be a key in going forward.  I’m sure there 
are a lot of people  who never voted for me, or were a fan 
of Jack O’Leary, but they would tell you that I was the type 
of person who worked very hard and tried to do the best  I 
could for the city.”

What was your take on the election this year, especially 
the one for mayor in South Amboy?  “It was close.  It can 
happen sometime.  You can have a political environment 
in a community that can sway votes one way or the other.  
It was a very unique election because of the national em-
phasis on change.  The Chris Christie factor really hurt 
this city.  Who cannot understand that when you’re a small 
municipality and your budget turns upside down to the tune 
of $2.7 million in 2 years, and lost aid, including pension 
cost to the municipality, because things that were out of our 
control, it’s very, very difficult to stabilize taxes.  I don’t 
care who was sitting in these seats, that type of tidal wave 
was very, very tough to manage and deal with.  It made the 
election much closer than I would have liked, but that’s the 
environment.”

As for the future, Mayor O’Leary says that “I’m going 
to be the guy who grew up here in South Amboy.  I’ve been 
here my entire life, and raised my family here.  I’ll continue 
to run my businesses, be the guy who goes to the bagel store, 
be on Broadway every morning, and enjoy life.  I have no 
regrets.  In my heart, I’ll still be involved in politics.  I’ll 
always be someone who supports the Democratic Party, 

because I’m a true Democrat.  
As of now, I’m the Democratic 
Party Chairman, and how 
much longer will depend on 
the committee.  I’m very much 
pro-South Amboy, born and 
raised here, and want to see 
the best things for the city at 
all times.  Jack O’Leary will 
always be helpful to making 
South Amboy a better place to 
live.”  He also mentioned that 
at the present time, he has no 
further political aspirations.

O’Leary said he enjoyed 
many, many things about be-
ing mayor, and he recalled 

O’Leary Reflects On 24 Years As Mayor
continued from page1

when he first became mayor, “I would go to meet-
ings with the county and state, and other towns, and 
would meet with people from different organizations, 
and the way they viewed South Amboy was as the 
“Gritty little city,” the way newspapers depicted us in 
a negative light, also mentioning every bar on every 
corner.  I knew it was completely untrue.  I worked 
24 years to change the image of South Amboy, not 
only county but statewide, and the most satisfaction 
I got was when I’d go to meetings now, and they tell 
me, ‘Wow!  What a great place that South Amboy is.’  
‘Wow!  What a revitalization.  Great people!’  That 
drove me the most, having people throughout the 
county and state, recognizing the good people who 
lived in this city.”

He said the thing he would miss the most about 
being mayor was the people.  “I’m a people person.  
I don’t run from controversy.  I take things head-on, 
whether good or bad interaction with the public.  
Someone has to do it, and needs to do it.  I kind of 
liked it, even when things were not going well.  You 
try to be helpful to people as best as you can, but you 
can’t keep everybody happy all the time.  Decisions 
have to be made, and you always want to make the 
best decision for the city for the long run,   regardless 
of how you viewed my policies or administration.  I 

always viewed everyone as someone if I could help them, 
I’d try to help them.  If I could be instrumental in making a 
positive change in the city, I’d be there to do that.

O’Leary has performed an estimated 1,000 wedding 
ceremonies during his tenure as mayor.

As upbeat and positive as always, Mayor John T. 
O’Leary said, “I’m not saying goodbye…I’m just saying 
hello.  I’m staying here, and not going anywhere.  When I 
see the people on the streets of South Amboy, that’s what 
I’ll be doing…Saying hello!”

Councilman-elect, Michael “Mickey” Gross said, 
“Jack O’Leary dedicated 24 years of his life to the City 
of South Amboy.  Take a good look around and see all the 
great improvements to our city, and we all need to thank 
Jack O’Leary for his hard work and dedication to the City 
of South Amboy.”

Congratulations Mayor O’Leary on a truly unbelievable 
career as leader of South Amboy “The Pleasant Little City,” 
and your tremendous run of 24 years which we would venture 
to say will never be topped.  Best of luck always!

Photos by Tom Burkard

Photos by Tom Burkard
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CHRISTMAS MEMORIES
By Elaine Holton Scott

“I’m having a lot of trouble writing 
some kind of Christmas story for December’s 
paper,” I said to Tommy Burkard recently.  
“Why not write about the outdoor Christmas 
decorations you remember from childhood?” 
he replied.  “What decorations?” I asked.  
“Other than wreaths on doors, a few outside 
lights, and well-used Christmas mangers, 
there really wasn’t much else.  It seems 
mostly everything about Christmas has 
changed since we were young,” I replied.

“Electricity cost money,” was what we 
all had heard growing up.  Having parents 
who had lived through the Depression, just 
leaving a light burning in an empty room was 
equivalent to committing a big offense.  “Stop 
wasting electricity!”  “Shut off the light!”  
“Turn off the TV!”  “Electricity isn’t free!”  
No wonder there had been so few outside 
Christmas lights back then!

I don’t recall stores having Black Fri-
days on the day after Thanksgiving years 
ago.  If there had been, our parents would 
have thought anyone going shopping in 
the middle of the night was ready for “the 
nuthouse” in Marlboro.  The closest thing 
to a Black Friday, I guess, was being a 
Catholic, and not allowed to eat any of the 
turkey leftovers the day after Thanksgiving.  
Still a time when it was a sin to eat meat on 
any Friday, sneaking a piece of the turkey 
just wasn’t worth “facing the music” in the 
Confessional.  Fridays couldn’t get much 
“blacker” than that.

Long ago, Christmas mangers had 
been everywhere, silent reminders of the 
true meaning of the Holy Day.  I remember 
how they’d be erected in front of churches, 
municipal buildings and schools.  Like 
clockwork, the same old mangers would be 
displayed in the same places at the same time 
year after year.  Since then, putting a manger 

on public grounds has become illegal, so, you 
just don’t see many of them anymore.

Listening to religious Christmas songs 
on the radio had been a big part of the Christ-
mas season.  In those years, when it was 
still okay to mention God in the Pledge of 
Allegiance, the holy songs used to be played 
on all the radio stations.   Now, with each 
passing Christmas, it’s becoming harder and 
harder to find any station at all playing songs 
celebrating the birth of Christ. 

Compared to what kids get today, our 
Christmas gifts had been a heck of a lot 
fewer and a whole lot more practical.  In a 
time long before credit cards, it was “cash 
only,” and there usually wasn’t much of it 
left over from any paycheck to be spending 
on presents.  As small children, we had got-
ten plenty of toys, but when we became a 
little older, the gifts were mostly things our 
parents would have had to buy us anyway.  
I remember how each year I’d get socks, 
pajamas, slippers, gloves, underwear, and a 
sweater to replace the ones I had gotten the 
previous year.  Since Christmas was still a 
celebration of Christ’ birth, finding anything 
under the tree, even underwear, was supposed 
to make us “happy.”

How “antiquish” those old Christmas 
memories have become.  During the Holi-
days, as the Christmas Season is now called, 
we have more of everything, with lights being 
brighter and gifts being more extravagant.  
All it cost, I guess, was the loss of the real 
“reason for the season.”  

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU 
ALL!!!

***During this blessed time of year, 
please consider giving a donation to help the 
abused and abandoned animals.  Remember, 
no amount is too small when the need is so 
great***

The alumni of St. Mary’s High School, South Amboy held their inaugural multi-class reunion 
last month at the AOH hall in South Amboy.  All had a great time!  The alumni are already 
making plans for the 2nd annual reunion.  (Photo by Brian Stratton – class of 1975)

DVD Drive
The Dowdell Library Foundation Inc. 

of South Amboy will be running a DVD 
Donation Drive in the New Year to benefit 
the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library. The Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Public Library is a destination 
for the community serving patrons of all ages 
-- toddlers to teens, adults and seniors.

With state and municipal budget cut-
backs, expansion of the Dowdell Library’s 
collections is in jeopardy.  As in other parts 
of the country, many of the families in our 
community have been forced to cut back as 
their own budgets continue to be stretched, 
and they have increased their reliance on the 
library for DVD’s, games and other sources 
of entertainment.

During the months of January and 
February please look for the “Dowdell DVD 
Donation Drive” boxes located throughout 
the community, including the library, City 
Hall, and the South Amboy YMCA.  The 
Foundation is accepting Blu-Ray, DVD, 
music CD or video game donations in good 
condition. Your contributions will enable 
the library to increase its resources for the 
residents of South Amboy, NJ.  All donations 
are fully tax deductible and The Dowdell 
Library Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit corporation. If you need addi-
tional information, please contact Elaine 
Gaber, Library Director, at 732-721-6060 
or egaber@dowdell.org.

Also, be sure to save the date. The 
Dowdell Library Foundation will be hosting a 
wine tasting event at the AOH Hall on Friday, 
February 11th from 8-10PM.  Look for details 
in the next issue of the SA Times. 

A TALE OF 
CHRISTMAS PAST 

By  HENNY THE DJ
Remember the great last scene in 

Jean Shepard’s now “must see” film about  
Christmas, “ Christmas Story” ‘No, Ralphie, 
you can’t have a BB gun, you’ll shoot your 
eye out’ when the Bumpus’s dogs stole the 
turkey off the kitchen table and they all had 
to eat  their Chrismas dinner at a Chinese 
restaurant? “Deck the hall with boughs of 
Horry, Fa ra ra ra ra ra, ra ra ra ra; ‘tis the 
season to be Jorry, Fa ra ra ra ra ra, ra ra ra 
ra.” Notice it wasn’t the perfect Christmas 
that he remembered with such clarity, it was 
the Christmas of chaos, disappointment and 
“folly”. But I think that should be ‘forry’ 
keeping in the spirit of Jean Shepherd’s 
restaurant caroleers.

Maybe the happiest Christmases we 
remember are the ones when our kids were 
young and we got to experience that deep, 
deep feeling of family on that wonderful 
Christmas morning when the rugs were all 
filled with broken Christmas balls, tinsel 
falling down, lights that stopped working, 
wrapping paper, plastic and cardboard boxes, 
and Duracell batteries, but when it comes to 
our own personal childhood Christmases we 
remember the ones with “warts” more deeply 
that the storybook ones. At least I do. And 
it’s easy for me because I almost became the 
Grinch that Stole Christmas from my family 
and they never even knew it until now.

This particuar Christmas Eve, we’re 
talking here about Christmas of ’57, my 
mother, father, brothers John and Eddie 
walked in the snow down David street and 
over to Augusta to go to Midnight Mass at 
St Mary’s, and I was left at home to baby 
sit my two year old sister, Nancy, because 
at 15years old I was considered responsible 
enough to watch her in a safe and secure man-
ner.. And, of course, I took it very seriously, 
but as we all know with children, especially 
toddlers, anything can happen.

Because of the hubbub of Christmas or 
because of it was a part of fate, who knows, 
soon after they all left, Nancy woke up and 
let it be known that she wanted to come out 
into the parlor. So, of course, since it was 
Christmas Eve I obliged her and placed her 
in her rocker that with a curved railing at 
the bottom looked very appropriately like 
a miniature sleigh. Now I’ve got the TV on 
and I’m probably hypnotized by the Yule 
Log on Channel 11, and Nancy is wildly 
rocking back and forth excitedly eyeballing 
the tree and the presents and the Yule Log: 
the whole scene. When all of a sudden after 
one especially energetic rock she catapults 
herself out of the rocker and after almost a 
complete flip slams right into the Christ-
mas Tree knocking the whole deal on a 45 
degree angle leaning back into the corner 
of the room.

I thought she was really hurt. She was 
sobbing and sobbing and sobbing as I gin-
gerly picked her up and held her up to my 
shoulder telling her I was so sorry. I was so 
sorry. However it was just the shock of the 
somersault that had her crying so much, and 
she soon quieted down and was well enough 
to sit on the couch with me as together we 
both looked forlornly at a Christmas tree that 
looked more like a Leaning Tower of Pisa!

Finally, she fell back asleep and I put 
her back in her bed. I went out to the parlor 
and starting from the ground up righted the 
tree, picked up the broken tree items, and 
replaced the dented packages in a man-
ner that would keep the evidence of the 
catastrophe from being discovered. And it 
worked. They came home. Nancy seemed 
Ok, and like the cleaning lady on the stairs 
in Alistar Sim’s “A Christmas Carol” I “ kept 
me mouth shut!”

Now every Christmas as well as every 
time I see one of the great acrobats fly 
through the air in “ Cirque du Soleil” I 
think of that particular Christmas and my 
airborne sister and I crying together on a 
cold Christmas Eve.

2011 St. Patrick’s 
Parade

continued from page 1

floats, and hundreds of marchers. The 
South Amboy parade committee has an-
nounced that South Amboy’s own Francis 
“Butch” Mulvey  and James Cleary will be 
serving as Grand Marshal and Deputy Grand 
Marshal  respectively and Chairman of the 
Board of Highgrade Beverage Companies, 
Joseph DeMarco has been named the Honor-
ary Grand Marshal.

Several fundraisers for the event will 
be held in the New Year, including Grand 
Marshals’ night on February 4th, celebrating 
the parade’s honorees, “Hoist a Pint Night” 
in March with details to be announced, and a 
50/50 raffle. This year’s parade will be held 
on March 12th, 2011 and step off at 2:00 PM.  
The rain date is scheduled for March 30th. If 
you have a group interested in being a part of 
this great event, or for additional information, 
please visit the South Amboy St. Patrick’s 
Day parade website at saparade.com or 
you can contact the new parade committee 
chairperson, Betty Sturgis at 732-261-7350 
or rbsturgis@optonlinenet
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Staying Fit During The Holidays
Nikki Longoria, NPTI, NSCA-CPT, Nutritionist

The holidays can be a busy time of year. 
With all the shopping, holiday parties, family 
obligations, and tasty temptations, who can 
stick to a healthy diet and exercise plan? But 
slacking off on your health will only lead to 
weight gain, feelings of sluggishness and 
downright feeling blah. It is important to 
make your health a priority especially during 
stressful times. Exercise has been proven 
to ward off stress, while eating a healthy 
balanced diet can help keep you energized.  
Here are some helpful tricks to keep you on 
track this holiday season.

Put your health first!  Making your health 
a priority is important all year round, but it’s 
even more important during stressful and 
hectic times.  Remember that taking care of 
your health is not being selfish; your loved 
ones want you to be as healthy as possible.  
Stay on track by making an appointment 
with yourself.  Schedule a time in your day 
when you can dedicate at least 20 minutes 
of exercise and stick to it.  It’s easier to stay 
on track when you create a schedule.

Meet a friend at the gym; it will seem 
less like work and more like a get-together.  
Plus having someone keep you accountable 
will ensure that you actually get it done.  And 
if you workout first thing, you won’t have 
to worry about it all day.  Not to mention, 
it’ll give you extra energy that will carry you 
through the day.  If you miss a workout or 
two, don’t beat yourself up about it or try 
cramming it into a 2-hour Saturday workout.  
This can lead to injury and self defeat.  In-
stead, let it go and get yourself back on track 
by doing something fun & active.  Exercise 
can be a fun family activity like ice-skating, 
walking in the park or playing in the snow.  
These activities are fun for the whole family 
and keep your body fit.  

Eat small meals throughout the day.  
This will rev up your metabolism, while 
keeping you from feeling hungry and making 
bad food choices.  If you are planning to be 
out all day, pack a snack to take with you.  

Bring some nuts, raisins or granola bars so 
that you’ll always have a healthy choice on 
hand.  Most importantly, cruise the buffet 
before loading your plate at holiday parties.  
Pick the three best items that you don’t eat 
regularly, then fill the rest of the plate with 
vegetables.  This will keep you from feeling 
deprived or guilty.

Happy Holidays!

Michael Colucci
continued from page 19

and Trudi, who now goes by the name Nikki.  
They still live in the area, and care for my 
mom who is 91 and still smiling.”   He says 
that his mother was his biggest influence and 
inspiration in life.  “She always taught me 
about right and wrong, of course, but more 
importantly, she was always life-affirming, 
and I’ve found that’s the best asset to have 
in life.  She responded with strength and 
dignity to whatever came her way, always 
deciding to forge ahead and keep going with 
an open heart.” 

 Michael’s greatest high school memory 
was going to the basketball state tournament.  
“Even though we lost, it was a great season 
with those terrific teammates.”

Michael Colucci said that, “I love 
what I do and will, ideally, never actually 
retire.  This is too much fun, the world of 
make-believe, and I can’t imagine getting 
tired of it.  Every show is so different in 
both content and in the collection of artists 
who create it.”

“I loved growing up in South Amboy.  It 
was a town filled with folks with good hearts, 
and I always felt safe, loved, and cared for, 
even by people beyond my extended family, 
whether they were shopkeepers, crossing 
guards, regular cops, librarians, various 
doctors, teachers, and lots of friends.  It was 
a bit like Bedford Falls in “It’s A Wonderful 
Life”…and it actually was.  I wouldn’t trade 
my upbringing with anyone.”
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Obituaries
Anderson, Billie J., 62, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 19.
Bachman, Loretta, 89, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 23.
Boehm, Harold H., 90, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 25.
Brewer, Robert, 70, of Parlin died on 

Nov. 24.
Coman, William J. Sr., 91, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 21.
Coyle, Emily, 83, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 8.
Cronin, Richard P. “Dick,” 71, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 27.
Daly, Edward T., 86, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 23.
Elitech, Filomena “Fay,” 86, of Parlin 

died on Nov. 28.
Faith, Dorothy C., 82, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 4.
Feret, Shiela, 79, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 7.
Figueroa, Carlos Sr., 77, of South Am-

boy died on Nov. 29.
Friel, Mary A., 93, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 1.
Fronczak, Irene, 86, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 5.
Garay, Carlos R., 54, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 30.
Giunta, Rita M., 85, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Nov. 29.
Grossman, Winifred, 87, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 23.
Grote, Delores Kioski, 75, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 27.
Inman, Sheila Vail, 72, formerly of 

Morgan died on Dec. 2.
Khan, Lenore Y., 76, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 2.
Killian, Stanley J., 77, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 8.
Klimek, Simon G. 95, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 8.
Kozlowski, Walter, 85, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 4.
Kwitkowski, Lawrence A., 65, of Sayre-

ville died on Nov. 26.
Lis, Gerard J., 50, formerly of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 1.
Mytnick, John F., 88, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 2.
Napier, Barbara, 71, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Dec. 2.
Point, Rosalie M., 84, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 29.
Slater, Barry W., 58, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 17.
Smaldone, Vincent “Vinny,” 64, of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 2.
Stanton, Mary A., 89, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 8.
Stutski, Jane, formerly of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 6.
Suchowiecki, Walter, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 21.
Tadros, Abdelnour, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 6.
Toth, Victoria, 95, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 13.
Zammit, Emmanuel S. “Eman,” 21, of 

Parlin died on Nov. 30.

Student Ambassadors and their advisors from Samsel Upper Elementary School are shown 
with the food donations they collected for both the Sayreville Care and Share Food Bank 
and the St. Vincent de Paul Food Bank. (Photo/Story Submitted)

Food Collected
Student Ambassadors from Samsel Up-

per Elementary School Collect Food
The Student Ambassadors, a school 

and community out-reach group of students 
from Samsel Upper Elementary School, 
conducted a good drive with several other  
district schools, including Eisenhower 
School, Arleth School, and the Sayreville 
Middle School.

The group holds this annual food dona-
tion drive every year during the holidays. 
This year the response was so plentiful that 
a Sayreville Board of Education truck was 

pressed into service. This year the food dona-
tions were distributed to the Sayreville Care 
and Share Food Bank and St. Vincent de Paul 
Food Bank.The group also raised $800.00 in 
donations that will be split between the two 
food banks. Teachers who assisted Ms. Duda, 
head advisor of the Student Ambassadors, 
were Dana Ebbighausen, Laura Hornlein, 
and Patricia from the Samsel UES, Yvonne 
Kronowski from Eisenhower School, 
Marybeth Comerford form Arleth School, 
and Pamela Chartock from the Sayreville 
Middle School. 

On November 8, 2010, the Our Lady of Victory Columbiettes from Parlin sponsored their 
5th Annual Sisters in Service Dinner at the council home. About 30 religious sisters from  
surrounding communities attended and were honored for their service and dedication. Mass 
was celebrated and then the Sisters were treated to a dinner. Some students from Cardinal 
McCarrick High School served the Sisters. Pictured are Jewel Boyd, Katie Latham, and 
Marchelle Boyd. Also in attendance were Ashley DiRobbio and Debbie Norek. Pictured (l-r) 
Jewel Boyd, Katie Latham, and Marchelle Boyd of CMHS. (Photo/Info submitted)

Christmas Long Ago…

December 8, 1990-The Protection Engine Co. held its Christmas Party at the firehouse.  
Pictured (l-r) Nicole Barlics, Kerry Barlics, Tom Parsons, Tracie Szatkowski, Christine 
Walczak, Tim Walczak, Michelle Szatkowski, Tom Szatkowski, Adam Szatkowski, Kristin 
English, Chris Norek, Bill Seres, Bill Parsons, Mike Toris, Sarah O’Connor.  (Photo/Names 
Submitted)

Kosmoski Re-
Elected President

Richard Kosmoski of Parlin has been 
re-elected for an unprecedented 15th term as 
president of the N.J. Volunteer Fire Chiefs 
Association (NJVFCA).  He has served on 
the executive board of the NJVFCA since 
1983, the last 17 as the president.

Kosmoski is an ex-fire chief of the 
President Park Fire Co. of Sayreville, and 
has been a member of the Sayreville Fire 
Dept. for 37 years.  He is employed as a Cer-
tified Fire Instructor at Middlesex County 
Fire Academy.  His education includes a 
Bachelor’s Degree from Thomas Edison 
State College and a Masters Degree in 
Emergency Services Management.

As president his responsibilities just to 
name a few of the numerous,  are leading 
professional volunteer fire service lead-
ers throughout the State of NJ; Working 
closely with the leaders of various other 
statewide fire service organizations in order 
to provide the best possible fire and rescue 
services available; Representing volunteer 
fire chiefs from throughout the state in all 
areas pertaining to firematics, including 
legislation, firefighter safety and survival, 
benefit packages, and the general well being 
of all firefighters.

During his tenure as president, Kos-
moski has elevated his organization to 
one of the top fire service organizations in 
the state.  The NJVFCA is now one of the 
most prestigious organizations among fire 
chiefs in the state.  In 2011, NJVFCA will 
be celebrating its 100th anniversary as a 
professional volunteer statewide fire chiefs 
organization.  An anniversary dinner will be 
held in late March, 2011.

Also serving as officers with President 
Kosmoski are: 1st V.P.-Charles Siedenburg 
of South Plainfield; 2nd V.P-Steve Doyle of 
South Amboy; Treas.-John Rux of Jackson 
Twp.; Sec.-Pat Agugliaro of Avenel; Finan-
cial Sec.-Ken Gallagher of Toms River; Sgt.-
at-Arms-Bernie Cohan of Cheesequake.  For 
more info go to: NJVFC@optonline.com

Congratulations, Richard on your out-
standing honor of being elected president 
for a 15th term, and your  many accomplish-
ments, dedication and hard work for the NJ 
Firefighters!  Great job!

Ron McCracken
Ron McCracken, 77, formerly of 

South Amboy passed away quietly on 
Friday, Nov. 26, 2010 at his home in McK-
inney, Texas.  He was born on March 28, 
1933.  He was the son of Elting McCracken 
and Mildred Stader McCracken.  Ron led 
a respected professional life, and traveled 
all over the world.  He was honored to have 
met 4 sitting U.S. Presidents.  He was a 
Bomb Squad Commander for the Dallas 
Police Bomb Squad Unit until his retire-
ment in 1986.  He then became a Senior 
Security Representative for American 
Airlines, responsible for International 
Security Quality Control over Europe, 
and Central and South America.  He was 
a member of the Special Forces Club in 
London, England, a Past Commander of 
the Disabled American Veterans Post 67 
in South Amboy, and a lifetime member 
of the VFW and Korean War Veterans 
Association.  He is survived by his wife 
Carol and his children Maureen, Richard 
and Ronald, along with 2 stepsons and 7 
grandchildren, all residing in Texas, and 
his sisters Georgine Rusin, Lynn Gallo, 
Cassy Zulin, and brother Jerry McCrack-
en.  May his Irish heart rest in peace.

A Gift Card For 
Christmas

Author Well-Known
c. 2010

If you’re Christmas shopping 
And don’t know what to get
Give a gift card
It’s the easiest thing yet
Christmas shopping is not so hard 
When you buy a loved- one
The perfect gift card
It saves a lot of time and stress
When you’re not sure of what to get
But on Christmas Day
Your loved-one will confess
It’s the best gift
They’ve ever gotten yet.

The Christmas 
Countdown

Author Well-Known
c. 2010

It’s the Christmas countdown
As the big day draws near
The Christmas countdown
The happiest time of the year
The shoppers scurry all around
As large flakes of snow
Start falling to the ground
Kids are waiting for that special 
sight
Of the man dressed in red
With a beard snowy white 
Just watching the calendar every-
day
Until December 25th comes our 
way.
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Christmas 50 Years Ago

1960-Santa Claus shakes a young child’s 
hand as Mrs. Claus looks on approvingly.  
The visitors from the North were portrayed 
by Charles & Lavine Phillips.

1960-Santa and Mrs. Claus visited Melrose 
Toy & Sport Center, which was located at 161 
North Broadway, South Amboy.  Pictured 
(l-r) Santa, Mayor Joseph Charmello, Mrs. 
Claus, Raymond Dzineciol, owner of the 
store.

1960-Young Bruce Marcinczyk (l) of Sayreville presents a bouquet of flowers to Mrs. 
Claus, as Santa Claus, and Councilman William “Doc” O’Leary (r) enjoy the moment 
during the Clauses visit to Melrose Toy & Sport Center in South Amboy.
(All 1960 photos/info courtesy of Jerry Mroczkowski)

Mystery Christmas Photo

This photo was submitted anonymously.  Our guess is that Santa Claus was being greeted 
by the Cloverleaf String Band at a Christmas-related local event.  Now that’s just our 
guess…What do you think?  We can’t identify anyone in the photo, or even guess what 
year it was taken, can you?  Please let us know at: satimes@aol.com

1985-Santa Claus, visits baby Robert Fisher, who grew up in Sayreville, and the late Joe 
Garsick (r), who resided in South Amboy.   Does anyone out there in SA Times land know 
who is portraying Santa?  According to Nancy Garsick, “It was either Frank English or John 
Leitner.”  If anyone knows, please contact The SA Times.  (Photo/info courtesy of Nancy 
Garsick)

Christmas Long Ago
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Alejandro Camacho (l) and Jossue Barrantes (r) sold lots of popcorn at their tent outside 
of St. Mary’s Craft Fair on November 20th.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

A group of Seniors from Sayreville and South Amboy went on a 12-day tour of Texas, stopping 
in Arkansas, with a visit to the Clinton Presidential Library and Museum, then on to Dallas, 
and San Antonio, to visit the Alamo and the LBJ Ranch.  All sightseeing was arranged by 
Senior Tours of PA.  (Photo/info courtesy of Mary Ann Matarangolo) 

Hernandez Theatre Work Shop and Mecca Entertainment presented Disney’s Peter Pan 
Jr. last month at the South Amboy Community Theatre.  This show was a pilot production 
for Disney of this new version of Peter Pan. The cast and crew did a great job!  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

Ameilia Bedelia famed literary character visited the students at South Amboy Elementary 
School last week.  An informative and entertaining presentation had the students full 
attention.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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