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The Nor'easter, packing a 65 m.p.h. wallop, downed three huge-sized trees in the picnic area 
at Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club in South Amboy.  The brutal storm not only canceled 
the 2010 South Amboy St. Patrick's Day Parade, but also caused all kinds of major damage 
throughout the area.  (Photo by Bill Henry)  

Parade Cancelled
Saturday, March 13, 2010, will be 

remembered as an unlucky day for thou-
sands of people who had plans to attend 
the 2010 South Amboy St. Patrick's Day 
Parade.  Torrential downpours amounting 
to a reported 6.08 inches in South Amboy, 
and near-hurricane force winds of up to 65 
m.p.h. pounded "The Pleasant Little City" on 
Friday and Saturday, forcing Parade Chair-
man Mickey Gross to officially cancel the 
popular event on Friday.  After conferring 
with Mayor John T. O'Leary and other city 
officials, Gross made a good call in cancel-
ing early, to save the bands and marching 
units, many who were coming from far 
away, an unnecessary trip to South Amboy.  
33 marching units, which included 13 pipe 
& drum bands, and 3 mummer groups, were 
scheduled to march.  A pipe & drum band 
from Ireland would have participated as well. 
The Chairman felt that the winds could create 
a dangerous situation for the parade-goers 
and the participants.  Gross put the safety 
of all first, and he is to be commended for 
making such an important decision.

There was no rain-date for the event, 
so this marks the first time in the parade's 
history that there will be no parade at all.  
Grand Marshal Tom Noble, Deputy Grand 
Marshal Francis "Butch" Mulvey, and 
Honorary Grand Marshal Tom Tighe will 
be honored next year with the 2011 Grand 
Marshals. 

Even though there was really no bright 
side to the cancellation of the parade, which 
happens to be the City of South Amboy's big-
gest event of the year, locals can take solace 
in the fact that we didn't get snow.  If it had 
snowed instead of rain for that time period, 
we would have had 60 inches or 5-feet of 
the white stuff.  Gross optimistically stated 
that, "We hope to hope to make next year's 
parade bigger and better." 

Interlocal 
Agreement 

Between SA And 
Sayreville

South Amboy recently entered with 
Sayreville in an interlocal agreement for 
fire officials and fire prevention services.  
The towns reached a temporary agreement 
until April 1st, during which time Sayreville 
will provide fire investigation services.  The 
Borough's services will then expand to fire 
inspection work for residential and com-
mercial properties.  

SWMHS HOF
The Sayreville War Memorial High 

School 2010 Hall of Fame Annual Awards 
Banquet is scheduled for 6:00 PM Saturday, 
May 1st, at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill 
Road.  Join us as we honor these outstanding 
alumni of SWMHS.  The honorees are:

Reggie Carney, Class of 1968:   1987 
USA Today’s National Coach of the year; 
drafted by KC Royals baseball team 1968; 
Eastman Kodak Tri-State Coach of the 
Year 1988.

Lisa M Ferri, Class of 1990:  First female 
control room writer in GMA history; Diane 
Sawyer’s lead political writer/producer for 
2008 elections; producer for White House 
coverage of Healthcare Reform debate.

Brandon Hoyte, Class of 2001:. Captain, 
SWMHS Varsity Football Team, 1999; Notre 
Dame University graduate.

John O’Connor, Class of 1972:  NROTC 
Scholarship Recipient, Univ. of Louis-
ville,1972;. Commissioned 2nd Lieutenant, 
US Marine Corps, 1976; Asst. Special Agent 
in Charge, Far East Field Office, NCIS, 
Yokosuka, Japan 2005.

Kerryann Spaulding Silvestri, Class of 
1990:  Visiting Nurse Association Social 
Worker of the Year 2007; peer-chosen com-
mencement speaker at University of Penn-
sylvania Graduate School of Social Work; 
raised over $100,000 for Cystic Fibrosis.

Thomas Tighe, Class of 1969:  Presi-
dent of Local 9 Plumbers & Pipefitters, and 
Trustee of the Pension, Welfare & Surety 
Funds; Board of Trustees of Middlesex 
County College; Board of Trustees of Kid-
die Keep Well Camp for underprivileged 
children

James Weber, Class of 1979:  Seton Hall 
University Law School graduate 1987; mu-
nicipal judge in Sayreville and Old Bridge

In addition to these honorees, the Hall of 
Fame Committee will also present a Special 
Award to Danny J. DiPoalo, for his many 
years of outstanding service to the Sayreville 
school community.

Tickets are $50.00 each.  For further 
information, call Elaine Kubacz at 732-
727-0192.  

4 Seek Board In 
Sayreville

Four candidates will vie for 3 three-year 
terms on the Borough of Sayreville Board of 
Education.  Seeking election are incumbents 
Thomas Biesiada and Curtis Clark III, and 
also newcomers Daniel Balka and Helen 
Bruno-Raccula.  Maria Statton, an incumbent 

South Amboy 
Board

Is Uncontested
South Amboy Board of Education in-

cumbents Elizabeth DeLucca, Kevin Riley 
and Cindy Zammit will be running uncon-
tested in the April 20th election.

Raritan Bay Waterfront Park in South Amboy/Sayreville suffered lots of damage from the 
violent Nor'easter's strong winds and heavy rains.  Notice the walkway to the B. Judith Lecki 
Bridge near Lighthouse Bay. See more on page 16. (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Jack & Mac-South Amboy native and former manager of the 2003 World Champion Florida 
Marlins, Jack McKeon (r) chatted with former home run king Mark McGwire, now a hitting 
instructor for the St. Louis Cardinals, at Jupiter Fla., before the Marlins beat the Cards in 
a Spring Training game.  See our special Spring Training 2010 exclusive on pages 14-15.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's High School held its annual Alumni Dinner and Evening of 
Recognition on March 20th at The Forge in Woodbridge.  Plaques were awarded to the 
honored alumni (l-r) Robert Windrem, Christine O'Brien Spezzi, James Ryan, Edmund 
Paczkowski, and Wayne McCormack.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Oral Histories Of Sayreville
Jason Slesinski, 25, who grew up in 

Sayreville and now resides in South Am-
boy, is currently conducting oral histories 
from longtime Sayreville residents for the 
Sayreville Historical Society.  Slesinski 
initiated the idea in 2009, and now through 
the his efforts and the Historical Society, 
townsfolk will be able to see the videos at 
the Sayreville Historical Museum on Main 
Street, or on the internet at the YouTube.
com website.  There will be approximately 
25 Sayreville residents interviewed, and 
it should be most interesting to view, and 
learn about how the Borough has changed 
through the years.  
Father Hilary Will Not Visit

The very popular Father Hilary G. 
Thomas, who visited St. Mary's Parish for 
several years, will not be coming to South 
Amboy this year from the United Kingdom.  
He sent a letter to Pastor Father Dennis 
Weezorak, breaking the news to him, and 
asking Father Dennis to let the parishioners 
know that he "is well and helping out here 
when needed.  He also sent his good wishes 
and prayers for all.  He will be missed.
Pawlik Wins Gift Card

Rose Ann Pawlik of South Amboy won 
a $100 Shop Rite Gift Card in week-one of 
the Home News Tribune's Shop Rite Grocery 
Giveaway Sweepstakes.  Congratulations, 
Rose Ann!
Tyszkiewicz Wins On Jeopardy

Sayreville War Memorial High School's 
1998 valedictorian, Amy Tyszkiewicz re-
cently competed on Alex Tebek's popular, 
long-running TV show, "Jeopardy."  Amy 
was on the show for two nights and did an 
outstanding job, winning $14,500.  She is 
currently studying for a Ph.D. in chemical 
biology at Rockefeller University in New 

Former South Amboy resident and H.G. Hoffman High School graduate, Nancy Bloodgood 
(l) visited her sister Ruth Bloodgood of South Amboy recently, and posed for this photo at 
Waterfront Park.  Nancy currently resides in New Mexico.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.Sayreville's Student Council President 

in 1964?  a.Bill Lehnert b.Richard Noble 
c.Donna Switzer

2.What year was the new wing of the 
South Amboy Memorial Hospital dedicated?  
a.1957 b.1960 c.1971

3.South Amboy Pizza was previously 
known as?  a.Joe's b.Superb c.Sammy's

4.Hoffman High's new school newspa-
per premiered in 1957?  It was called?  a.The 
Shield b.The Governor c.The P & G

5.Pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church 
in 1975?  a.Rev. Gabaszewski b.Rev. Madura 
c.Rev.Mientkiewicz

6.This rug cleaning business was located 
at Fourth St. & Stevens Ave., South Amboy 
in '60?  a.Stanley Steemer b.Magic Wand 
c.S.Boyes 

7.What section of Sayreville is the 
President Park Ind. Fire Co. Inc. located?  
a.Morgan b.Parlin c.Melrose

8.In '68, this pizzeria was located 
at 110 South Broadway, South Amboy?  
a.Abbatiello's b.Lamont's c.Napolitan

9.In 1980, the President of the Morgan 
First Aid Squad was?  a.Edward Wisniewski 
b.John Garbowski c.Joseph Scanlon

10.This TV personality appeared at 
South Amboy's Briggs Chevolet in 1960?  
a.Captain Kangaroo b.Johnny Jelly Bean 
c.Bozo The Clown 

11.This diner was located in the Mel-
rose section of Sayreville in '73?  a.Pearl 
b.Melrose c.Highway

12.In '57 this liquor store was located 
at 103 Pine Ave., South Amboy?  a.Tybor 
b.Pine c.Who's Booze

Answers
1a 2b 3a 4a 5b 6c 7b 8b 9c 10b 

11a 12a.continued on page 6
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Madura Pharmacy

The late Michael A. Madura (1914 to 
2009) opened Madura Pharmacy in 1953, 
along with his sister Sophie Madura.  
The Maduras attitude and mission was 
and still is "We are in business for your 
health."  The brother and sister team 
would work a schedule of 13 hours a day, 
filling prescriptions, counseling patients 
and providing comforting conversation 
when necessary.  The Pharmacy is always 
filled with a wide-range of conversation 
with a host of patients and friends.  Talk 
would focus on their prescriptions as well 
as the happenings around town.

In 1980, Michael's niece Anne Ma-
rie completed her education at Rutgers 
University and graduated a Registered 
Pharmacist.  The tradition now continues 
with Anne Marie as the owner of Madura 
Pharmacy.  You can always come to the 
pharmacy and get a warm welcome and 

good conversation.  The educated staff is 
happy to help with all your medication 
needs, and much more.

Madura's is expanding services, and 
now features a children's toy department, 
Carlton Greeting Cards, every day cards, as 
well as special occasion cards.  In addition, 
the Pharmacy also offers Russell Stover, 
Whitman's candy, a large assortment of bag 
candy, sundry items, personal care items 
and a health care department.  As always, 
your prescriptions will be filled by their 
educated and motivated staff.  Madura's 
accepts Visa, Master Card, Discover, 
American Express and FSA cards.

Madura's Pharmacy is located at 115 
North Broadway, South Amboy, and is 
open Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  The telephone number is 
732-721-1732. 

SA Business District Grows-Adds 2nd 
National Franchise

By Dr. Jorge Gonzalez Gomez
Co-Chairman South Amboy Business Association

South Amboy begins to see signs of an 
economic rebound. First Quarter 2010 has 
showed some strong indicators that our local 
economy is turning around. Dunkin Donuts 
is no longer the only National franchise in 
town.

Scheduled to open April 01, 2010 is 
“Uncle Louie G” at 106 North Broadway. 
Established in Brooklyn in 1959, this fran-
chise is nationally known for its homemade 
Italian Ices and Ice Cream. Currently thirty 
independently owned stores traverse the east 
coast from Florida to Connecticut. 

The business district is also enjoying the 
re-location of Belle Allure salon. Tags and 
Titles is another business putting the finishing 
touches to their new facility on Broadway, 
they assist with the processing of motor 
vehicle documents. The former Jimmy’s 
Dinner, now Zack’s Dinner is under new 
ownership with spectacular renovations.  Off 
Broadway but attracting many from out of 
town, we find Anthony’s Restaurant at Rari-

tan Street and Ridgeway Avenue. Relocating 
from North Brunswick, this well established 
fine place to dine and hold parties in their 
beautifully wood adorned banquet facility, 
will proof to be another  great addition of 
places to visit while in South Amboy.

The former Monticello and South Am-
boy Vegetable Market locations are showing 
promising signs and current negotiations with 
owners and prospective food establishment 
operators are on-going.

The recent opening of the handicap 
accessible NJ Transit facility continues to 
attract commuters thus offering businesses 
an additional customer pool for their busi-
nesses. The YMCA is another project on 
target that will compliment the business 
community.

“South Amboy is opened for Business” 
and the Business Association together with 
City Officials are committed to working with 
prospective business operators in making 
their business dreams a reality. 

The outstanding staff of Madura Pharmacy is (l-r) Mary Lou Harris, RPH, Carol 
Tomarch, Pharmacy Technician, Jo Ann Wolfman, Pharmacy Technician, Anne 
Madura Wolpin, Owner/RPH, Rose Marie Quackenbush, Pharmacy Technician.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1970
By Tom Burkard

H.G. Hoffman High School seniors 
probably blasted their car radios to The 
Stones' "Honky Tonk Women" or "Crystal 
Blue Persuasion" by Tommy James & The 
Shondells, as they cruised the "Pleasant 
Little City" on that early Sept. '69 day to 
start their final year.

Eugene Dobrzynski was Superintendent 
of Schools, and Adam Martin principal.  A 
few top-notch teachers were: Donald Parker, 
John Oleyar, Michael Poll Jr., and George 
Virgilio.  The yearbook was dedicated to 
Michael Olszak.   Senior Class President 
was Micheline Havlusch; VP-Anne Wahler; 
Sec.-Geraldine Papp.  Christine Zavodsky 
was Student Council President, and also 
Editor-In-Chief of the school newspaper.  
Kathleen Kubinak was president of the 
Honor Society, and also Future Teachers of 
America Club.  Vivian Bolen was the Library 
Council President.  

The energetic seniors, all 68 of them, 
sold candy, cushions, cake, and also took a 
trip to New York.  The South Amboy kids 
also got a chance to tour Washington, D.C. 
on their class trip.  Great nicknames for 
members of the Class of '70 were: Trigger, 
Nuck, Farmer, Sam, Chunky, Slicker, Mog, 
Diemer, Homer, Smitter, Baron, Kuby, Bo-
Bo, Fellsie, Switz, Shorty, Little One, Deo, 
Pud, Kobos, Jug Head, Whaler, Otis, Paw.

Some of the top senior athletes included 

Jerry Disbrow, Dennis Hutson, Tony Gon-
salves, Larry Kurzawa (All-State baseball 
player), Jerry Prusakowski, Gary Read, Joe 
Smith, Andy Soltis, Ron Sturgis, John Yates, 
Jim Pavlonnis.  Other great grads from '70 
were: Ruth Bloodgood, Tom Brinamen, Ed 
Campbell, Sharon Dennis, the late Eddie 
Diem, Sue Ellison, Dolores Dohn, Billy Fell, 
Billy Forte, Pat Gorman, Cecelia Jones, Bob 
Kaboski, Monica Karamon, Linda Kojzar, 
Mike Kulcsar, Chris Komosinski, Bonnie 
McKay, Bob Moglia, Sharon Nemeth, Lor-
ette Nycz, Sam Morris, Denny Pappa, Walt 
Peterson, Christine Powers, Catherine Prill, 
Wendy Romer, Madeline Rufus, Roland 
Ruiz, Jean Saccone, Suzanne Stader, Stella 
Suau, Colleen Switzer, Chris Triggs, Joyce 
Whitcomb, Jane Wisniewski, Bonnie Lange, 
and the late Dave Beshada.

Several top songs on the radio at gradu-
ation time were "The Long And Winding 
Road," "Which Way You Goin' Billy," 
"Everything Is Beautiful," and the Hoff-
man High School Class of 1970 was truly 
a most memorable, and beautiful group of  
people. 

Earth Day
In celebration of Earth Day, the Middle-

sex County Improvement Authority (MCIA) 
will present their "PLANET BEAUTY" 
program featuring M.C. Blue, the recyling 
robot on:  Friday, April 23, 2010 @ 3:30 
pm  at South Amboy's Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Public Library.  During this children's 
program M.C. Blue rides on the "Big Blue 
Wave" and talks about his own planet, where 
recycling rules.  Call the Dowdell Library 
at 732-721-6060 for additonal information 
and to sign-up!

11th Annual Sacred 
Heart SchoolTricky 
Tray

Sacred Heart School in South Amboy, 
will be having their 11th Annual Tricky Tray 
on Friday, April 30, 2010 at Sacred Heart 
Memorial Hall across the street from the 
church. Doors open at 6pm and the first ticket 
will be drawn at 7:30 pm. Tickets are now 
on sale for $10 per person. Please call either 
Judy McCrone at 732-721-6592 or Cathy 
Wojciechowski at 732-721-2967 to make 
seating reservations, as this event sells out  
every year. Prizes include Broadway show 
tickets, XBOX 360, electronics, household 
items, day trips and multiple gift cards. Cake 
and coffee will be served. 
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"Legendary" Clubs 
Reunion

Nick DeBiase and Mel Meszaros are 
putting together a nostalgic reunion for 
two legendary clubs:  Connie's, and Mel's 
Lounge.  According to Nick and Mel, plan-
ning the Reunion is in the early stages.  
They are hoping that former bands, DJ's, 
bartenders, and patrons will attend the nos-
talgic reunion.  

"More information" concerning the 
Legendary Reunion will appear in the April 
30th edition of The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times.  If you want to be involved with the 
Reunion, call Mel at 732-718-6460. 

Vote For Best Little Leaguers Of All Time

Sacred Heart School Kindergarten celebrated Dr. Seuss’s Birthday on March 2, 2010. 
Under the direction of their teacher, Mrs. Vivian Deibert, and her assistant, Pam Solli, 
Sacred Heart School Kindergarten students celebrated Dr. Theodore Seuss Geisel’s 
birthday in Whoville style. This special day is also designated as Read Across America 
Day by the National Education Association. The Sacred Heart Kindergartners will continue 
the celebration through the end of March as each day in March the teacher will read their 
favorite Dr. Seuss books. Dr. Seuss would be proud! (Photo Submitted)

The South Amboy Youth Athletic As-
sociation (SAYAA) along with The South 
Amboy-Sayreville Times is conducting a 
poll to determine the best South Amboy 
Little League baseball players of All-Time 
by decades from the 1950's through 2009.

If you have knowledge of a certain 
time period of South Amboy Little League 
baseball, vote for players of that particular 
decade.  Pick whom you consider to be the 
10 best for whatever decade (s) you select.  
It does not matter what position the person 
played.  Pick the 10 BEST OVERALL for 
each decade.

Winners will be honored at the Cal 
Ripken State Baseball championship game, 
which will be played at the Allie Clark 
Youth Baseball Complex in South Amboy 
on June 24th.   

Please submit your votes online to: 
satimes@aol.com, and remember, only 1 
vote per e-mail address.  

REPUBLIC 
FLAG SETS

Sets Include:
• 3 x 5’ US strong economical
 Poly/Cotton Flag
• 6 Ft. Three-section Aluminum Pole
• 5 in. Gold Plastic Eagle
• Steel Mounting Bracket

109 N. Feltus St, South Amboy 
732.721.2121

www.raritanflag.com

was $2000

NOW 
$1050
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South Amboy firefighters Mac Russell and Lt. Andrew Fedorka, along with other firefighters 
dug out fire hydrants after another snowstorm.  (Photo/info submitted)

Good Cause-Friends of Aidan Kenny (front row, 2nd from left) gathered at Tab Ramos in 
January to celebrate Aidan's 6th birthday.  In place of gifts for Aidan, friends brought new 
games and toys for the Children's Hospital at RWJUH.  Thanks to these generous friends, 
many patients were made very happy!  (Photo/Story submitted)

EMS Volunteers 
Sought

The Sayreville Emergency Squad is 
seeking individuals who are interested in 
becoming Emergency Medical Technicians 
(EMT's).

Anyone interested in applying should 
e-mail their name and phone number to 
recruitment@sayrevilleems.com.

The Squad runs solely on donations, 
and is an all-volunteer organization.  Checks 
may be mailed to P.O. Box 9, Sayreville, NJ 
08872.  All contributions are appreciated.

Sacred Heart Night
Thursday, April 8, is Sacred Heart Night 

at TGI Friday’s on Route 9 in Old Bridge.  If 
you go to dinner from 5:00-9:00pm, we will 
receive 20% of your bill. Donating money 
never tasted so good. Just mention to your 
server that you are from Sacred Heart!

Pancake Breakfast
The Morgan Lions Club will sponsor 

its Annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, 
April 18 at Eisenhower School, Ernston Rd., 
Sayreville, from 8 a.m. to 12 noon.  Cost is 
$6 for adults, and $3 for children (under 12).  
There will also be a 50/50 raffle.

Shore Gate 
Meetings

The Shore Gate Board of Directors will 
hold meetings the third Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. in the Community Room.  
An agenda will be posted 48 hours prior to 
the meeting.  The dates for the remainder 
of 2010 are: March 16; April 20; May 18; 
June 15; Jul. 20; Aug. 17; Sept. 21; Oct. 19; 
Nov. 16; Dec. 21.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -R.S.

York City.  Congratulations, Amy! 
Carney Releases New Book

Sayreville's James Carney recently 
released his new book, "Tracking The Holy 
Spirit And Other Spiritual Phenomenon," and 
early insider reports tell us that he has again 
penned a real masterpiece.  Watch for more 
information on Jim's book in the April 30th 
issue of The SA Times.  Good luck, Jim!
In Memoriam

Former Sayreville Councilman Edward 
Dusko, 89, died on Feb. 11.  He served from 
1961-69, and was also Council President.  In 
addition, he was a member of several Sayre-
ville social and veterans' organizations.

 Alexander Mayer, 69, of Sayreville died 
on Feb. 13.  He was co-owner of Sayreville 
Bar for 45 years, and bookkeeper for Mayer 

Catering.  Al was a really good guy with a 
great sense of humor. Gary "Guytch" Gas-
iewski, 53 of South Amboy died on Feb. 26.  
He loved the fine arts, and was an extremely 
talented artist. Theodore Tomishak, 85, of 
Parlin died on March 2.  He was an Honor 
Guard for VFW Post 4699, Sayreville.  Irving 
Tischler, 84, of Sayreville died on March 4.  
He was very active in Sayreville politics.  
Ron Leveille, 82, of South Amboy died on 
March 13.  He was a wonderful gentleman, 
who was always very active in the com-
munity, especially with the South Amboy 
First Aid & Safety Squad.  Ron always had 
a kind word for everyone and was loved and 
respected by all.  

They will always be remembered for 
making the world a brighter place.

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2
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WWW?

Mr. Bill Garnett has once again come up with a very difficult challenge for our faithful WWW.? 
followers.  Good luck on this one!  Remember it's in either Sayreville or South Amboy.  Send 
your answers in to: satimes@aol.com.

February Winners
Last month's was one of the easiest in 

a long time.  Of course, it was the former 
location of Checkers on Route 9 South, in 
Sayreville.  Congratulations to the following 
who correctly identified Checkers: Estelle 
Pluskota, W. Tom Kross, Marian Mills, 
Agnes Leslie, Vincent Farina, Joanne Nies-
tempski, Christine Brinkerhoff, Lynn Loy, 
Charles Kampo, Maryann Matarangolo, Jeff 
Georgiana, Joan Fulham, Elaine Zonak, Tony 
& Peggy Mocarski, Don Zrebiec.

Vendor Craft Expo
The Friends of the Dowdell Library will 

be holding it's annual Vendor & Craft Expo 
on Saturday April 17th, from 11am-3pm at 
the Dowdell Library of South Amboy. We are 
located adjacent to the High/Middle School at 
100 Hoffman Plaza South Amboy. Come and 
visit with your favorite vendors - Mary Kay 
Cosemtics, Homemade soy candles, Silpada 
Jewelry, homemade baked goods, a White 
Elephant table, Avon Cosmetics,Tastefully 
Simple foods, and many others! If you are 
intested in selling your homemade craft 
items, or if you are a Vendor please call 
732-721-6060 or e-mail southamboyfol@
yahoo.com for additional information

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it 

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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Amboy Bank Holds Free Retirement Seminars-Amboy Bank’s South Amboy branch held 
a  free Retirement Seminar as part of a month long series scheduled in most Amboy branches. 
For information and additional locations and dates just call 1-800-94-AMBOY or visit their 
web site, www.AmboyBank.com. Pictured from left to right are Jackie D’Alessandro, Vice 
President and Sales Manager; Donna Ostrowski, Laurence Harbor, Branch Manager and 
Debby Skwiat, South Amboy Branch Manager. 
For Information contact: Sylvia Rapport, AVP, Marketing Manager. 732. 591-8700 extension 
5806.

Jim Smith (l) received a plaque from the Msgr. John F. Brady Assembly 676 of the Knights 
of Columbus 4th Degree in South Amboy for his leadership as Faithful Navigator over 
the 2008-09 Columbian Year.  Faithful Navigator Brent Smith Jr. (r) presented the award.  
(Photo by Lois Ann Smith)

Smith Honored By Knights
By Steve Schmid

Msgr. John F. Brady Assembly 676 of 
the Knights of Columbus 4th Degree in South 
Amboy has honored Jim Smith for his past 
year of service as Faithful Navigator.  At 
the annual Past Faithful Navigator dinner, 
he was presented with a specially engraved 
plaque, thanking him for his leadership in the 
2008-09 Columbian Year.  Faithful Navigator 

Brent Smith Jr. presented the PFN jewel and 
plaque to Jim, who thanked his family and 
members for their support.

The Brady Assembly represents Knights 
of Columbus Council 426 South Amboy, 
Council 8478 of St. Bernadette's and Council 
10426 of St. Lawrence. 

SAHS Safety Ambassadors
Eight high school students volunteered 

this 2009-2010 school year in a new pro-
gram called “Safety Ambassadors”.  Robert 
Wood Johnson Hospital’s Level 1 Trauma 
Center sponsored and trained students 
from various districts in Middlesex County 
free of charge including transportation. 
Our eight students were paired in four teams 
of two and were assigned a lesson on either, 
Safety In and Around Cars, Falls Prevention, 
Wheeled Sports, and Pedestrian Safety.  The 
lesson plans for target grade 2 came from 
“Risk Watch”, the first comprehensive injury 
prevention curriculum available for schools.  
Our safety ambassadors will teach their les-
son once a month over the next four months 
until every second grader experiences all 
four safety lessons.  The first lessons were 
presented successfully Wednesday, Febru-
ary 24th under the written evaluation of the 
second grade teachers and a representa-
tive from Robert Wood Johnson Hospital.  

Each student participates in “feedback” 
sessions so they can see their strengths 
and weaknesses before all evaluations are 
sent to Robert Wood Johnson Hospital. 
Students participating this year are:  Me-
gan Barchowski, Tori LaVigne, Korrie 
Vee, Celina Berry, Mike Gualtieri, Tyler 
Simko, Alex Rothman, and Megan Kelly. 
Second grade staff members evaluating 
the students are:  Lisa Wilson, Cathy Ra-
vaioli, Kerry Schaefer and Jill Kwatkoski. 
The remaining lessons will be presented on 
Wednesdays, March 31st, April 28th and May 
26th promptly at 9:00 am.  Robert Wood 
Johnson Hospital will sponsor a Recogni-
tion Luncheon for the high school students 
at the hospital on Wednesday, June 2nd.    
Special thanks to Rich Gore, Safety 
Ambassador Advisor and Student As-
sistance Counselor for the South Am-
boy Public Schools for his leadership. 

Roasted Half Chicken Dinner
St. Stan's Holy Name Society will be 

holding a Roasted Half Chicken Dinner 
on Friday, April 23rd from 5-9 p.m. at 225 
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville.  The sit-down 
dinner will feature roasted half chicken, 
baked potato, string beans, garden salad, 
dessert, soft drinks, milk, coffee, tea, beer, 
wine.  The dinner will be prepared by Car-
men Spezzi and staff of St. Stan's Carnival 
fame, and their recent Haitian Relief Din-

ner.  Tickets are $15-adults, and $7-children 
(12 and under).  Take out dinners are also 
available.  Tickets may be purchased before 
and after Masses in the Church lobby; at St. 
Stan's Sunday and Tuesday Bingo's; at the 
Church office (weekdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
or call 732-254-0212; call Chris Bardsley 
at 732-254-4525.

Pancake Breakfast
The Sayreville Lions Club will hold 

its Annual Spring Pancake Breakfast on 
Palm Sunday, March 28th at Sayreville War 
Memorial H.S. Cafeteria, 800 Washington 
Rd. from 8 a.m. to Noon.  Tickets are $6 
for adults, and $3 for children.  Tickets are 
available from members or at the door of 
the High School Cafeteria on the day of the 
Pancake Breakfast.

EMS Awareness 
Day

The Sayreville Emergency Squad will 
hold an EMS Awareness Day event on May 
22 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at squad headquar-
ters, 776 Washington Rd., Parlin.

Zumba Classes
The Sayreville Recreation Department 

will continue to offer Zumba fitness classes 
on Monday nights at 7:40pm at the Sayreville 
Upper elementary School, Ernston Road.

Registration started Febuary 26th.
Zumba is a form of exercise that uses 

Latin dance rhythms.  In addition to Zumba, 
there are Interval, Strength and Pilate 
Classes. Each class is one hour.  The sessions 
consist of eight classes for $60.

For a registration form or full sched-
ule of classes and times, call Denise at 
732-525-9536 or email zumbasayreville@
yahoo.com

National Library 
Week

For complete information on National 
Library Week programs at Dowdell Library, 
call 732-721-6060 or e-mail: comments @
dowdell.org.1

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in 
this great need that I may receive the consolation and 
help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and 
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the 
elect forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever 
mindful of this great favor, to always honor you as my 
special and powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage 
devotion to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P.

This lone seagull is pictured on the shoreline of Deerfield Beach, Florida.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)
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2010 Sacred Heart Tournament 5th and 6th Grade Champions 
Back Row:  Jesse Holovacko, Coach, Nick Reagan, Xavier Townes, Justin Gallagher, Andrew 
Kenny, Sean Kudelka, Ryan Kudelka, Assistant Coach Front Row:  Joseph Polomene, David 
Stolte, Carlos Martinez, Julian Munoz, Danny Carty, Ryan O'Leary. (Photo Submitted)

Trip To Camden 
Yards

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is run-
ning a bus trip to Camden Yards in Baltimore, 
Maryland, on June 10-11, to attend two 
baseball games-Yankees-Thursday night and 
Mets-Friday night.  Includes bus transporta-
tion, hotel and two baseball game, cost is 
$200 per person (double occupancy) children 
rates will be applied.  Please call for more 
inof: 732-390-7092 or 732-390-7096.  

St. Mary's 40th 
Class Reunion

St. Mary's High School Class of 1970 
will hold its 40th Class Reunion on October 
23rd at Ye Cottage Inn, Keyport.  For further 
information, contact Theresa Bielak at 732-
721-6159 or CECELIAT16@aol.com.
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Remember This Place?

1979-This is the inside of the Starlight Diner that was located on South Broadway.  Does 
anyone have any stories or photos of the Starlight?  (Photo courtesy of Wilbur Schmidt)

Where's Warren?
(Photo/Story Submitted)

The next time customers shop at South 
Amboy Foodtown, a familiar face will be 
missing from the scene.  After just under 
39 years of dedicated service to the local 
business, Warren Eberle's last day was Feb. 
20th.  Due to hard economic times and se-
vere financial troubles for the longstanding 
business, Warren's position has recently been 
eliminated.  He was hired by his father-in-
law, Frank C. Paczkowski Sr., the original 
owner of Foodtown back in 1971.  Over the 
years, he has served the business in numerous 

capacities including Frozen Food Manager, 
Dairy Manager, Assistant Store Manager and 
Assistant General Manager.

Everyone who has ever shopped at the 
South Amboy Foodtown store will always 
remember Warren for his smiling face, kind 
words and eager willingness to help.  Warren 
is married to Helen Paczkowski Eberle, and 
is the proud father of 8 children and grand-
father of 12.  Good luck and God bless in 
your future endeavors Warren.  You will be 
sorely missed!

Anniversary 
Celebration & Open 
House

Golden Rule Christian Center located 
at 815 Bordentown Ave., South Amboy will 
hold its 10-Year Anniversary Celebration 
& Open House on April 10 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.  The Center is currently offering 
preschool/day care aftercare, school age 
program and summer camp. 

Atlantic City Bus 
Trip

Are you feeling lucky?  St. Mary's Par-
ish in South Amboy is holding a bus trip to 
Atlantic City on Sunday, April 25th.  The 
bus will depart from the Second St. parking 
lot at 11 a.m. sharp for Trump Plaza.  Cost 
is $30, but you get $25 back in slot money 
and a $5 food voucher.  It's a beautiful time 
of year to visit the Atlantic City Boardwalk 
and try your luck in the Casino.  For more 
info call Angel at 732-501-5133 or Nancy 
at 732-721-2595. 

Newly elected Assemblyman Craig Coughlin took the time from his busy schedule to read 
to the South Amboy Elementary School kindergarten students. (Photo Submitted)
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South Amboy's Adam Marczak, 85, is hoping to find someone who has any knowledge about 
two antique bottles he owns.  One of the bottles reads, 'The property of M.J. Gushue, South 
Amboy, NJ.  This bottle not to be sold.'  The other one simply reads 'Michael J. Gushue, 
South Amboy, NJ.'  Adam's friend was digging near the old Spiral Metals location, (the site 
of the new YMCA), and found a bottle, and his daughter Sharon bought the other one at 
Collingwood Auction.  If anyone has any information about these bottles, contact The SA 
Times at 732-727-0398 or e-mail: thesatimes@aol.com.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

A close-up of Adam Marczak's antique 
bottles.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

PLAIN OLE BAD
By Elaine Holton Scott

“If you suffer any mild signs of bloat-
ing from occasional irregularity, you need 
BLOAT-FREE!!  Just one BLOAT-FREE 
tablet every day will keep you BLOAT-FREE 
forever!!!  So, get going, and start taking 
BLOAT-FREE today!!!!

Possible side effects may include any 
or all of the following:  thoughts of suicide, 
constipation, panic attacks, swelling of the 
throat, blindness, depression, deafness, leth-
argy, dizziness, weight gain, yellowing of 
the skin, fungal infection, paralysis, ulcers, 
migraines, kidney failure, rashes, numbness 
of the feet, insomnia, blurred vision, leg 
cramps, joint pain, over-eating, vomiting, 
paranoia, schizophrenia, hair loss, darkening 
of the eyelids, and severe bloating.”

“FREE!!  FREE!! Are you DEAF??!!  
I said it’s FREE!!  Order DUST-FREE 
today and we’ll give you the second one 
ABSOLUTELY FREE!!!  Just call 1-800-
ITS-FREE to get one DUST-FREE for 
FREE!!!!

Separate shipping and handling costs 
plus miscellaneous fees will be charged to 
your credit card for free product.”

“Have you had a headache within the 
past 18 months??  If your answer is “YES,” 
you need to call the law firm of SOO, MORE 
& MORE right away.   You can bet your life 
we’ll sue the pants off some cash cow to get 
the monetary compensation you deserve!!!  

Our 90% share will be deducted from 
settlement amount.”

“Are you fat?  Have all diets failed 
because you hate to exercise and refuse to 
stop over-eating?  Well, FAT FIGHTER is 
for you!!!  By eating three FAT FIGHTER 
chocolate candy bars a day, you can pack 
away all the food you want and still lose up 
to 20 pounds a week!!  Let FAT FIGHTER 
fight the FAT BATTLE for you!!

Product results may drastically vary.”
The above “ads,” of course, are parodies 

of some commercials always aired on TV.  
Like bait on a hook, advertisers try to “lure 

us in” with the prospect of an easy cure, 
an easy fix, easy money, and anything and 
everything which is “free.”  There are many 
good commercials on television.  Then, there 
are those other ones using “bait” which is 
somewhat “fishy.”

Dancing.   So many commercials now 
have people dancing in them.  Paid actors 
and over-paid sports figures dance around 
the screen in choreographed dance moves 
and with well-rehearsed, uncontained joy 
to show how some product fills them with 
happiness.   Dancing is good, but when the 
dance never comes for the consumer, all that 
phony-baloney dancing turns bad.

Commercials for teeth whiteners are 
rampant.  Having white teeth is good.  Using 
young women in the commercials with teeth 
already made whiter than new white kitchen 
appliances by the skills of their dentists and 
not from the whiteners is what’s bad.   

Beauty is big business and commercials 
for mascara equate into billions in annual 
sales.  Super-long, super-thick eyelashes 
are good.  Having the models in the com-
mercials wearing false eyelashes, black as 
raven wings, along with the mascara, isn’t 
good at all.

Making the size of food look bigger than 
it actually is goes on all the time in com-
mercials.  Close-up shots and angular views 
make the tiniest portions seem huge when 
they wouldn’t satisfy the hunger of a well-
fed mouse.  Good food is good, but devious 
camera tricks turn good food into bad.

Long ago, Mae West had said, “When 
I’m good, I’m very good, but when I’m bad, 
I’m better,” and being bad had surely worked 
very well for her career.  When it comes to 
commercials, though, bad isn’t better.  It’s 
just plain ole bad.  

Care to dance, anyone?
(Very, very bad, according to the FDA:  

filling the bottom of a soup bowl with mar-
bles.  The year was 1968.  The commercial 
was for Campbell’s Soup.)
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This 30-foot evergreen tree was ripped out by the Nor'easter behind a house on Macedulski 
Terrace in South Amboy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

April Golf Outing
Release Submitted By Steve Schmid, PGK

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 is holding a Golf Outing on 
Thursday April 29 at Cruz Farms Golf 
Course.  Cost is $75 and includes golf cart, 
lunch, dinner, beverages, T-shirt, and prizes.  
Dinner for non-golfers is $25.  For more info, 
call Ray Suchicki at 732-721-2025.

Marines Wanted
John Basilone Detachment Marine 

Corps League is seeking members for its 
fine organization. Detachment meetings are 
held on the 1st Monday of every month at 
Kilmer American Legion (Corner of J.F.K. & 
Washington, Milltown, NJ, starting at 1930 
hours (7:30 p.m.).  Meeting dates for 2010 
are April 5; May 3; June 7; July 5; Aug. 2; 
Sept. 13; Oct. 4; Nov. 1; Dec. 6.

Do you want Marine "Leatherneck" 
license plates?  Do you need a copy of your 
Honorable Discharge?  Do you need a copy 
of your Navy personnel records?  We can 
help.  Call 732-407-1503.    

Sayreville Trivia
By Olivia

Does anyone know where the 
following were located?  a.Allgair's 
Hall  b.Jacob Miller's Hotel c.Town 
Hall  d.Where was the original Sayre-
ville Jail located in 1900?  e. Where 
was Rose's Corner

I am trying to find locations of the 
following:  Leverett Smith's Grocery 
Store; Matthew Heary's Hotel; Gus 
Rhodes Hotel; Sayreville Post Office.  
If you know, please send an e-mail 
to: satimes@aol.com

Answers
a.Next to the old firehouse on 

Main St.  b.Miller's Corner & Main 
St. c.Upper level of the old firehouse 
on Main St. d.Dane & Main Streets 
e.Bordentown Ave. near Burlew 
Place. 
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Aug. 30, 1948-This vintage photo shows a group of youngsters competing in a Soap Box 
Derby on Raritan Street in South Amboy.  Esther Kurtz Buickerood, who so kindly shared 
this photo for our readers pleasure, said that, her father Andy Kurtz ran the Derby for a 
couple of years.  Andy was a prominent South Amboy resident, and served as Councilman, 
and also State Assemblyman.  Esther also identified the boy in front on the left as Joey 
Owens.  Does anyone know any of the other Soap Box Derby racers?  Let us know at: 
satimes@aol.com.   

Kitty Bowers

*Meet Your Neighbors*

Mix the love of history, the love of life, 
add a dash of adventuresome spirit and a 
pinch of helping others, and you have the 
recipe for Kitty Bowers.  She moved into 
the local area in 1977 with her husband Bob 
and their two sons Douglass and Timothy.  
It didn't take her long to get involved in her 
community.

It was her love of history that led her to 
join the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR) upon tracing her ancestors back 
to the Revolutionary War.  Her work with 
the DAR has led to many interesting experi-
ences and places to visit.  Kitty is about to 
begin her second term as New Jersey State 
Historian.  She has also served as her local 
chapter's Regent.

Bowers' willingness to help others 
led to her extensive volunteer work at the 
VA Nursing Home in Menlo Park, Trinity 
United Methodist Church, and the DAR.  
She participates in playing mini golf with 
the wheelchair bound veterans every month 
along with making regular donations of much 
needed items.  Kitty seems to always have 
an outfit to match whatever the theme is that 

month when she plays golf.
Her work with veterans holds a special 

place in her heart, especially since her father 
was a submariner killed in World War II, her 
stepfather was a Navy pilot in the Pacific, 
and her husband was a Viet Nam veteran.  
She makes sure that the DAR Chapter sends 
greeting cards to the wounded soldiers at 
Landsthul Medical Center in Germany.  Bow-
ers is honored to attend ceremonies where 
veterans receive their medals.  She recently 
received two such medals that her husband 
was awarded posthumously.

Kitty has been employed by Century 
21 Charles Smith Agency for over 32 years.  
She is an active member of Trinity United 
Methodist Church, where she currently 
serves on numerous committees.

In addition, this highly-energetic and 
motivated woman organizes and conducts 
house and estate sales which help fund her 
world  travels.  She has been to Australia, 
China, Iceland, Panama Canal, New Zealand, 
Bali, Alaska to name a few.  Next stop is 
Antarctica!

Kitty also travels "locally" up to Jef-
ferson Twp., New Jersey, where her son 
Tim resides with his wife and 16-month 
old daughter.

On Thanksgiving Day, you can find 
Kitty handling a balloon for Macy's in the 
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City.  
Through the years, she has carried Kermit 
the Frog, Uncle Sam, Chicken Little, and 
last year, Super Cute Hello Kitty.   She is 
joined by her sister and brother in this fun 
endeavor.

Kitty is also a strong advocate for organ 
donation, as both her husband and oldest son 
died while waiting for organ transplants.  
Nothing keeps Katherine "Kitty" Bowers 
down!

SELF CONCIOUSNESS
By Henny the DJ

Henny the DJ In May we will be cel-
ebrating 25 years of  DJ’ing at the Landmark 
on Broadway in South Amboy, and we will 
be having a weekend long party to mark this 
occasion. I just want to extend an invitation 
to anyone who has ever hung out with us over 
these past 25 years to stop in and say hello 
during this celebration. It would be great to 
see you one more time. That May 25 years 
ago in 1985 we were working weekly in the 
dearly departed Lions Den on John Street and 
Stevens Avenue when on an early Saturday 
morning Mike McCarthy called me out of the 
blue and said that the Lions Den, with all my 
DJ equipment stored in the bar from the gig 
the night before, was burning to the ground.
Incredulous at first, I soon found out that it 
was all too true.Naturally I figured my DJ 
days were over in town, and I was now, like 
a player in a sick game of musical chairs, the 
only DJ in town without a place to sit now 
that my music stopped playing.  However, 
on my panicky arrival at the smokey and 
burnt out but dripping wet hulk of the bar 
area, I discovered the fireman after extin-
guishing the fire had taken the time to cover 
my turntables, amplifier, mixer, and records  
with a heavy grade plastic, and had saved 
them all from any damage. And to this very 
day, I still owe a debt of gratitude to those 
thoughtful firemen who beyond all the skill 
and concentration they needed in fighting a 
fire still took the time and had the concern 
to do that act of kindness for me.

Within a week, Bobby Heiser, through 
the intercession  of my cousin, Carol Ann, 
stepped in and asked us to DJ at the Land-
mark and we've been there ever since. Of 
course, the last nine years at the Landmark 
have been with Jamie. Now, I know that is 
a long, long time ago and things have really 
changed in town, but somehow a link has 
been kept open through our long weekly 
tenure, and not a Saturday Night  goes by 
that we don't get to say hello to someone 
from "the old days." The  Anniversary Party 
will be in May and we hope we get to see a 
lot of old friends, again.

The Henny the DJ Radio Show on 
raritanbayradio.com and Cable Ch 15 is 
broadcast from 8:00 pm till 9:30 on the last 
Wednesday of each month, which means the 
next edition is March 31st, with Al Czek, 
Johnny Dragotta, Dick Cronin, and George 
Fuller pt 2 lined up as potential guests in 
these next weeks to come. Also, with the 
addition in the studio of TV capabilities 
we will be able to broadcast the show live 
and in color on Ch 15 very shortly, and that 
means you will be able to sing along with 
us as we put up the words to the songs we 
play and take your sing a long requests. Cool 
isn’t it?And, finally a wish to a dear friend 
facing surgery near her birthday, “Happy 
Birthday to Debbie (Carroll) Pado with all 
our love, your husband , Stan and children, 
Gary, Davie, and Carissa and grandchildren. 
Lukaz and Kayden.”
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Spring Training 2010 And The Florida Experience
Feature and Photo Exclusive By Tom Burkard

Darryl Strawberry served as a Mets' Special 
Spring Training Instructor this year.  He's 
pictured in the NY dugout prior to the first 
game of the Grapefruit League.

The old saying "Hope springs eternal" is 
appropriate for thousands of Major League 
Baseball fans who converge on Florida for 
the Grapefruit League, and Arizona for the 
Cactus League, to see their favorite teams 
up close and personal at Spring Training.  
The hopes and dreams for a successful new 
baseball season are first and foremost in the 
minds of these die-hard baseball fans.

Along with my SA Times Spring Train-
ing Assistant Al Gomolka, I was honored to 
cover the New York Mets for three games 
including their opener against the Atlanta 
Braves at Tradition Field in Port St. Lucie, 
Florida.  We also got to see St. Louis and 
Washington versus the Mets, and the locals 
went a perfect 3-0 during our coverage.  The 
SA Times duo trekked over to Jupiter to see 
the Florida Marlins defeat the Cardinals in 
an exciting 10- inning contest.

The state of Florida was great as usual, 
with so much to see, but the weather was 
very cold, and record lows were set on a 
couple of mornings, with temperatures 
ranging from 32-35 degrees.  As a matter 
of fact, we only used sun screen one day at 
the ballpark.  During my previous six Spring 
Trainings, I had to lather up before every 
single game, as the sun was hot enough to 
get a good sunburn.

We arrived at West Palm Beach Airport 
on March 1st, and went to our friends' Steve 
and Nancy Huszar's home, where we would 
spend most of our trip.   Formerly of New 
Jersey, they moved to Florida and started 
Creative Catering, which has turned into one 
of the top catering businesses in the entire 
state.  After getting unpacked, they prepared 
a delicious lasagna meal for us, and later took 
us on a tour of the town of Tradition.

Heavy rains on Tuesday morning all but 
dampened our hopes to be at the very first 
game of the Grapefruit League between the 
Mets and Braves, but about an hour before 
game time, the sun came out, and we were on 
the field covering the Mets and Braves.  Many 
fans were hoping to see Braves' superstar and 
future Hall-of-Famer, Chipper Jones, but I 
knew better from previous Spring Trainings.  
The big stars do not travel to away games, 
and in a sense, this isn't really fair to the 
fans, but that's baseball today.  The ground 
crew worked hard to get the field in play-
ing condition, but it was still wet when the 
game began, and the Mets sat out superstar 
David Wright, and newcomer Jason Bay as 
a precaution to avoid injuries.  Shortstop 
Jose Reyes who has had all kinds of health 
issues was nowhere to be found either.  
Gomolka and myself were near the Mets' 
dugout taking photos, when it was time for 
"The Star Spangled Banner" to be played, 
and we stood right in front elbow-to-elbow 
with the Mets players, and took our hats 
off and put them over our hearts during the 
song.  That was a pretty exciting moment, 
and you have to wonder, how many people 
can say that they were right on the field at the 
time the National Anthem was played.  The 
Mets went on to a 4-2 victory, as newcomer 

Ryota Igarashi picked up the save, and Russ 
Adams homered in the 8th. 

That evening we drove over 125 miles 
to the town of Lake Whales to a place called 
Biff O'Brady's,  for a long overdue reunion 
with our great high school buddy, Ricky 
Gray, whom we hadn't seen in over 25 years.  
We had a delicious dinner, and lots of fun 
reminiscing about the good old days with 
St. Mary's Class of '69.  So many things 
have changed throughout the years, but old 
friends still seem to mean so much to you.  
It was a real highlight seeing Ricky, and we 
sure hope to see him again soon.

There was no baseball on our Wednes-
day schedule, but we got to visit with former 
South Amboy resident and Sports Editor of 
The News Tribune, Ron Kukulski.  Follow-
ing a terrific lunch at Duffy's Sports Bar, he 
took us on a very thorough tour of the area, 
showing us countless points of interest and 
also the official PGA Golf Course. Seeing 
Ron is always a pleasure, as he is one of the 
most personable people you could ever meet.  
Later in the afternoon, our host, Steve took 
us on a trek over to Fort Pierce.  The wind 
was very cold, but we walked on a jetty that 
was loaded with Pelicans, of all sizes and 
shapes, flying overhead, or landing right next 
to you.  We even saw some catching large 
fish and swallowing them.  Needless to say, 
we took a lot of photos there.

For dinner, we went to a small bar known 
as The Edge, that resembled a beach hut.  
Albie and Steve devoured their Alligator bits, 
while I opted for a grilled chicken sandwich.  
They did manage to get me to try an Alliga-
tor bit, and it wasn't too bad, and tasted a bit 
like chicken and fish.  This place was also 
noteworthy because I went out to the dock 
and shot my first Florida sunset.

On Thursday, the Albert Pujols less-
Cardinals came in to Tradition Field to take 
on our NY Mets.  David Wright and Jason 
Bay were in the lineup for the Mets, and 
Wright blasted a no-doubt-about-it home 
run to deep right-center on the first pitch 
he saw in 2010.  In a real slugfest, the Mets 
prevailed, 17-11, to make it two wins in a 
row for games we attended.  Bay went 0-for-
2 with a walk and strikeout in his premier 
appearance with NY.  Gary Matthews Jr. 
blasted a 3-run homer, and highly-touted 
rookie first baseman, Ike Davis unloaded a 
towering grand slam homer in the Mets' 6-run 
8th inning.  That night we had a delicious 
dinner prepared by Creative Catering, with 
the Mets minor league ballplayers at the Mar-
riott Hotel.  Steve, Nancy, Albie and I later 
went to a place called Vine & Barley, which 
featured 186 wines!  I certainly enjoyed my 
Spring Water!

We made the trip to Hillsboro Beach 
on Friday, which was another non-baseball 
day.  Hillsboro Beach is very close to Deer-
field Beach, not far from Boca Raton and 
Fort Lauderdale.  Our good friend, Dave 
Infosino, co-owner of The Cambridge Inn 
and Camelot Catering took us to lunch at 
a sports bar in Deerfield Beach.  We hiked 

the 1-mile boardwalk from Dave's condo, 
and later had a great time taking pictures 
at the beach, which was not crowded at all 
because of the unseasonable chilly weather. 
We went to visit former Hoffman High 
School Physical Education/Health teacher 
John Kovaleski at his home in Pompano 
Beach, and were happy to see him enjoying 
Florida living at its finest.  He also said to 
say hello to all of his friends back home in 
South Amboy and Sayreville.  A Chinese 
buffet and a movie were on our agenda for 
Friday night, and rest for the trip to Jupiter 
on Saturday morning.  Well, rest for Dave 
and Al, but yours truly, who is known for not 
being a sound sleeper, was up at the crack 
of dawn, and taking pictures of the beautiful 
sunrise over the ocean at Hillsboro Beach. 
(See photo below).

The Saturday game at Jupiter was 
between the Cardinals and Marlins, and 
we looked forward to visiting with South 
Amboy's own, Jack McKeon, who was in 
camp as a consultant, and to help evaluate the 
players.  Albie and I went to the back practice 
fields, and watched and photographed Albert 
Pujols, and former home run king, Mark 
McGwire, now a hitting instructor for St. 
Louis.  Later at Roger Dean Stadium, dur-
ing batting practice, we met McKeon, and 
he looks terrific!  He told us he works out 
religiously every single day, and believe me, 
it really shows!  I asked Jack to get McGwire 
to pose for a photo with him, and also got 
one of Pujols, baseball's greatest hitter with 
Jack, the manager who guided the Marlins 
to the World Series Championship over the 
Yankees in 2003.

Before game time, I was shooting 
pictures of McGwire as he was signing au-
tographs for fans along the first base side, 
and couldn't help but hear some of their 
comments, telling him that he "was the 
greatest," and "you're our favorite player of 
all-time, Mark," and "We love you, Mark."  
All this proved that he is still popular with 
baseball fans, especially the Red Birds faith-
ful.  Once again we ended up on the field 
for the National Anthem, this time next to 
the Cardinals players and legends.  I got the 
chance to photograph, speak to and shake 
hands with Hall-of-Famer Red Schoendienst 
immediately following the song.

When the game started, we were in the 
photographers' pit, right next to the Cards 
dugout, and I also exchanged pleasantries and 
shook hands with two more Hall-of-Famers, 

the great Bob Gibson, and legendary base 
stealer, Lou Brock.  Shaking hands with 
three Hall-of-Famers in about 5 minutes 
was really a thrill and honor, even if they 
weren't NY Yankees.  Florida won the game, 
6-5, on a dramatic game-winning single in 
the bottom of the 10th inning by non-roster 
invitee Hector Luna.  Following the game, 
it was off to Ruby Tuesday's, where I treated 
my best friend Albie to a sumptuous birthday 
dinner of steak & lobster.

Our last game day was Sunday, and 
it was tons of fun!  Creative Catering had 
a tailgate party in the parking lot before 
the Mets-Washington Nationals game, and 
we were introduced to a cool game called 
Slam Can Frisbee.  You have to see this to 
believe it, and I wonder if it will ever catch 
on in NJ.  Creative Catering also reserved 
the Skybox Suite in back of home plate, 
and about 20 of us really enjoyed the view 
throughout the game, while chomping on hot 
dogs, chicken nuggets, and much more.  Al 
Gomolka received the biggest surprise of the 
trip, when in the bottom of the 8th inning, 
the Tradition Field scoreboard lit up with the 
words 'Happy Birthday from the Mets' and 
at the same time, the announcer called his 
name over the PA system.  He was ecstatic, 
as everyone in the Sky Box cheered and 
yelled for the birthday boy.  The Mets won 
a squeaker, 6-5, and finished a perfect 3-0 
with their SA Times lucky charms in atten-
dance.  Left-hander Hisanori Takahashi was 
spectacular in 3 scoreless innings, striking 
out 6 and walking only 1.  Catcher Omir 
Santos' blasted a rare inside-the-park grand 
slam homer in the 2nd inning for NY.   We 
treated our wonderful hosts to dinner that 
night at a place called Conchy Joe's.  It was 
an interesting restaurant that featured a reg-
gae band, and lots of rare items hanging on 
the walls.   Following dinner, we kept up 
with Conchy Joe's tradition of feeding the 
fish, bits of bread off the dock behind the 
establishment.

Our Monday flight on Jet Blue was 
smooth until we hit NJ, and then encountered 
lots of turbulence.   The most nerve-wrack-
ing part was when we were coming in to the 
landing strip, and were about five feet off the 
ground, and the pilot hit full throttle and took 
off again to circle New York City.  People 
were panicked and babies were getting sick, 
but the pilot announced to us that a strong 
wind gust came up as we were about to land, 
and she had to go back into the air. 

Spring Training 2010 was my seventh, 
and certainly a memorable one.  It was by far 
the coldest of all, but I also got to visit some 
wonderful old friends, and made some really 
great new ones.  A very special thank you is 
extended to Steve, Nancy, Andrew and Karyn 
Huszar, and all of the Creative Catering staff; 
Jay Horwitz and Ethan Wilson of the New 
York Mets; Matt Roebuck of the Florida 
Marlins; Dave Infosino of  Cambridge Inn/
Camelot Catering; Ron Kukulski, Brian 
Stratton, and everyone who helped make 
this trip a fun time and big success!

A beautiful sunrise over the ocean at Hillsboro Beach, Florida, which borders Deerfield 
Beach, and is not too far away from Boca Raton or Fort Lauderdale.  See this and much 
more in living color on our website:  www.thesatimes.com.

Superstar-New York Mets talented third 
baseman, David Wright warms up before 
his first Spring Training game against the 
Cardinals..

Baseball's Best-Albert Pujols the 2009 NL 
MVP, and regarded by most as the greatest 
player in the game today, visited with the 
legendary Jack McKeon, who is one of 
baseball's greatest managers in history.  
McKeon guided the 2003 Florida Marlins to 
the World Series Championship.
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Spring Training 2010 And The Florida Experience
Feature and Photo Exclusive By Tom Burkard

Jason Bay (l) and Gary Matthews Jr. (r) are pretty relaxed in the Mets' dugout just before 
taking the field for the Mets game against St. Louis.

Cardinals' legendary Hall-of-Fame pitcher, Bob Gibson (l) gives a few tips to St. Louis 
superstar, Albert Pujols.

Red Schoendienst (l), a Cardinals Hall-of-Famer, shows respect for our country during the 
National Anthem.

Creative Catering, one of the most outstanding businesses in Florida, tosses out free 
Frisbees from the roof of the Mets dugout at all Met home games in Port St. Lucie.  The 
owners are the Huszar Family (l-r) Andrew, Nancy, Karyn, and Steve.

John Kovaleski, a former Physical Education 
and Health teacher at H.G. Hoffman High 
School, and now residing in Pompano Beach, 
was thrilled to have visitors from his old New 
Jersey hometown.

Rich Gray, a 1969 graduate of St. Mary's 
High School is doing great in Florida, where 
he has lived for many years.

The official PGA golf center at Port St. Lucie, 
Florida.

Dave Infosino, co-owner of the Cambridge Inn/Camelot Catering in East Brunswick, had 
a great seat in back of home plate at Roger Dean Stadium in Jupiter, Fla., where he saw 
the Marlins beat the Cardinals.

Ron Kukulski, a popular South Amboy native 
and legendary Sports Editor of The News 
Tribune is retired, and enjoys playing lots 
of golf at the official PGA course near his 
home.

This Pelican just caught a large fish near a 
jetty in Fort Pierce, Florida, and is trying to 
swallow it.

Johan Santana, Mets' ace pitcher hopes 
to bounce back in 2010 from last year's 
inuries.

This beautiful sunset photo was taken at Fort Pierce, Florida.  Don't miss this in exciting 
color on our website at:  www.thesatimes.com. 
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This was one of park patrons' favorite benches to sit on in the evenings and look at the 
beautiful bay.

Waterfront Park Damages
Photos by Tom Burkard

Erosion from the storm caused this big hole near the fence and track.

The walking/running track as it appeared after the Nor'easter wreaked havoc on the 
area.

Former South Amboy resident John Phillips 
and his wife Iris are pictured at a recent dance 
he performed at for his country club in South 
Jersey.  John is a talented keyboardist, and 
a graduate of St. Mary's Class of '58.  Iris 
(Lie) Phillips is a '59 St. Mary's grad.  (Photo 
submitted)

Phillips Cuts St. Pat's CD

#1 Country Hits On 
March 27th
1995-This Woman & This Man-Clay 
Walker
1981-Angel Flying Too Close-Willie Nel-
son
1972-My Hang-Up Is You-Freddie Hart
1960-He'll Have To Go-Jim Reeves

Former South Amboy resident and 1958 
graduate of St. Mary's High School, John 
Phillips recorded an outstanding CD titled 
St. Patrick's Day 2010.  Phillips a superb 
keyboardist, touched all the bases with some 
of the finest Irish cover music ever written.  

All your St. Patrick's Day favorites are on 
this relaxing, easy-listening CD, such as 
"Danny Boy," "Harrigan," "Irish Lullabye," 
"My Wild Irish Rose," and many more leg-
endary classics.  Congratulations, John on 
a fine work! 

#1 Pop Hits On 
March 27th
2001-Butterfly-Crazy Town
1997-Can't Nobody Hold Me Down-Puff 
Daddy
1988-Man In The Mirror-Michael Jackson
1975-My Eyes Adored You-Frankie Valli
1963-Our Day Will Come-Ruby & The 
Romantics

Music Trivia
Fire

By Tom Burkard

1.__Jimi Hendrix Experience a.Firestarter
2.__The Doors b.Fire And Water
3.__The Rolling Stones c.Fire Lake
4.__Tony Bennett d.Firefly
5.__James Taylor e.Fire On The Mountain
6.__John Cougar Mellencamp f.Light My Fire
7.__Wilson Pickett g.St. Elmo's Fire
8.__Pat Benatar h.Paper And Fire
9.__Bob Seeger i.Fire And Ice
10._Prodigy j.Fire
11._John Parr k.Play With Fire
12._Marshall Tucker Band l.Fire And Rain

Answers
1j 2f 3k 4d 5l 6h 7b 8i 9c 10a 11g 12e.

One Hit Wonders
1970-Evil Woman Don't You Play Your 

Games With Me-Crow; Venus-Shocking 
Blue; Hey There Lonely Girl-Eddie Holman; 
Ma Belle Amie-Tee Set; The Rapper-Jag-
gerz; Love Grows (Where My Rosemary 
Goes)-Edison Lighthouse; The House Of 
The Rising Sun-Frijid Pink; Spirit In The 
Sky-Norman Greenbaum; Long Lonesome 
Highway-Michael Parks; Reflections Of My 
Life-Marmalade; Vehicle-Ides Of March; 
My Baby Loves Lovin'-White Plains; Ride 
Captain Ride-Blues Image; O-O-H Child-

Five Stairsteps; Gimme Dat Ding-Pipkins; 
Are You Ready?-Pacific Gas & Electric; A 
Song Of Joy-Miguel Rios; Tighter, Tighter-
Alive And Kicking; Spill The Wine-Eric 
Burdon & War; Lay A Little Lovin' On 
Me-Robin McNamara; In The Summertime-
Mungo Jerry; Rubber Duckie-Ernie; All 
Right Now-Free; Indiana Wants Me-R. Dean 
Taylor; Somebody's Been Sleeping-One 
Hundred Proof And Aged In Soul; Montego 
Bay-Bobby Bloom; 5-10-15-20 (25-30 Years 
Of Love)-The Presidents.

Storm damaged bridge at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick-Coach Joe Lewis' 

Eagles finished at a strong (17-11).  The 
club featured several stars throughout the 
year, led by Mo Isaac, a rugged rebounder 
and shot-blocker supreme, Charlie Gorman, 
dead-eyed 3-point shooting artist, soph Dana 
Raysor, Craig Thomas, and Jeremy Cruz.

Sayreville-The Bombers showcased 
some very talented basketball players this 
year including, David Milewski, Tarif 
Jackson, Daryl Stephenson, Mark Keir, and 
frosh, Joe Saitta.

South Amboy-Coach Mark Truhan's 
Guvs had an exciting campaign, which 
was highlighted by senior superstar Joe 
Charmello scoring his 1,000th career point.  
Other big scorers were Dustin DeVoe and 
Christian Geant. 
Girls Basketball

Cardinal McCarrick-Coach Lynn Ust 
guided her high-flying Lady Eagles to a 
superb (23-3) record this season.  Junior 
superstar, Olivia Gorczynski turned in an 
awesome year, leading the club in scoring, 
and edging very close to the 1,000 point mark.  
Maggie Presnal, Jen Shereyka, Lexi Born, 
Kristen Hansen, and Kathleen Salardino also 
played great ball. 

Sayreville-Coach Tara Currie's Bomb-
ers turned in a fine (16-9) mark for 2008-
09.  Jessica Kitrys was the top scorer and a 
powerful force under the boards, with her 
highlight coming against North Brunswick, 
when she scored her 1,000th point, and 
became the third girl in school history to 
crack the elusive barrier.  She joined legend 
Rhonda Rompola and Cindy Allman in the 
Blue & Gray's very exclusive club.  Tanasia 
Wilson, Jacquie Ciak, Cheyenne Grant, 
Lanie Andrews all added to Sayreville's 
successful run. 

South Amboy-Jillian Webber, Margarita 
Galanos, Nicole Burns, and Kate Hubbard 
were the outstanding scorers for the Lady 
Guvs.

Boys Bowling
Sayreville-It was another super year 

for Coach Mike Weinert's Bombers, as they 
captured their 3rd straight Group III state 
championship to become the only team to 
accomplish that feat in NJSIAA history.  The 
team had plenty of contributors including 
Eric Applegate, Glenn Sauer, Wayne Bebert, 
Phil Bailey, Anthony Nicholas.  

Cardinal McCarrick-Top bowlers were 
Vince Bath, Jason Latham, Dan Rack, Erik 
Leonhardt, Kevin Savoia.

South Amboy-Kevin Riley, Phil Oppen-
heimer, and Tom Eib led the Guv bowlers.
Girls Bowling

Cardinal McCarrick-The outstanding 
Lady Eagles captured the Group I Sectional 
championship.  The balanced attack was 
led by Nicole Baginsky, Krissy Troutman, 
Nicole Higgins, Katie Latham, Jen McAn-
drew.

Sayreville-Kristy Bebert was the stand-
out bowler, and received support from Tracy 
Karpinski.

South Amboy-Mary O'Connor was the 
top bowler and got plenty of backup from 
Patty Cruz and Korie Vee.
Wrestling

Sayreville-After being bogged down by 
early season injuries, the Bombers bounced 
back and finished with a respectable sea-
son.  Gary Siriday, Anthony Geiger, Noel 
Santiago, Mike Bohling, Gino Schifano and 
Tyler Carlock showed flashes of brilliance 
throughout the year.
Boys Swimming

Sayreville-Skylar Lutz and Peter Dufrat 
were the most consistent winners on the 
Bombers.  Others who made contributions 
were Nick Weber, Ryan Zucker, Tim Lopez, 
Rob Nunes, Kyle Santos.
Girls Swimming

Sayreville-Maureen and Shannon 
McKenna notched many victories for the 
Blue & Gray this season.  Also chalking up 
some wins were Dana & Michelle Quinn, 
Courtney & Lauren Lopez, Brianne Behr, 
Savanah Teeple.

Harlem Wizards At 
Cardinal McCarrick 
HS 

On March 27 at 7pm, the Harlem Wiz-
ards one of the greatest basketball show-team 
organizations to ever “Lace it up and let 
‘em fly.” A rare combination of individual 
athleticism, teamwork, entertainment and 
community involvement. It is pure enjoy-
ment for every fan in attendance. Featuring 
some of the top basketball talent in the world, 
the HarlemWizards’ exciting brand of “Trick 
Hoopz and Alley Oops” is so engaging that 
after five decades they are still packing gyms 
all across the globe with fans eager to laugh 
and be amazed. Tickets are $12 In Advance 
$15 At the Door.

The big showdown happens Saturday, 
March 27 at Cardinal McCarrick HS, at 7 
p.m., where the Wizards will play against 
a group of home grown talent, the “Eagles 
Hoopsters”, local personalities, alumni, 
educators, students and parents will be sure 
to keep the Wizards in check and keep the 
crowd entertained. All proceeds will benefit 
the students of CMHS. For information call: 
732-727-7048x244 or visit cardinalmccar-
rick.com.

Gorczynski, 
Milewski Chosen To 
All-Tourney Teams

Cardinal McCarrick's Olivia Gorc-
zynski was selected to the Home News 
Tribune's Girls All-GMC Tournament 
Team.  Sayreville's David Milewski was a 
Boys All-GMC Tournament Team choice.  
Congratulations, Olivia and David!  

Bomber Golf 
Outing

The Sayreville Bomber Baseball 
Booster Club will sponsor a golf outing on 
April 17 at Bunker Hill Golf Course, Princ-
eton.  Entry fee is $125.  Foursome entry 
fee is $460 or $115 each-must sign up with 
names of four players.  For more info call 
Terri Campbell at 732-727-0599 or e-mail 
tcamp12345@aol.com.

Kaelin Stars For 
Pirates

Seton Hall Pirates soph first baseman, 
Kristen Kaelin, of Parlin was named to the 
Big East Honor Roll after the Green and 
White Tournament in Charlotte.  A graduate 
of St. John Vianney H.S., she batted .500, 
7-for-14 with 7 RBI and a slugging percent-
age of .857 in 5 games.  Kaelin currently 
has the third highest batting average in the 
conference.  She came up with a clutch 
double against Boston University in the 
season opener to tie the score in the third 
inning.  She followed up with a 2-for-3 
performance versus Charlotte, including 
another RBI single that tied the game in the 
first inning.  Kaelin closed the tourney with 
her first home run of the season, and again 
went 2-for-3. 

McCarrick Falls To Trenton Catholic
Cardinal McCarrick's talented Lady 

Eagles girls basketball team had its dream 
for bringing a championship back to South 
Amboy shattered by a very strong and quick 
Trenton Catholic, 73-54.  The Lady Mikes 
ran off the first 11 points of the game, and 
seemed to dominate throughout, reminding 
spectators of a women's professional basket-
ball team.  Blue & Gold scoring sensation, 
Olivia Gorczynski poured in 23 points to lead 
the way.  She was followed by Jen Shereyka 
and Lexi Born, who split 20 points evenly.  

Coach Lynn Ust once again proved to be 
one of the finest girls' basketball coaches in 
NJ, by guiding her charges to an outstanding 
23-3 mark.  Things look even brighter for 
her club next season, as all of the players 
will return except for Kristen Hansen, who 
will be lost through graduation.  In addition, 
Gorczynski should reach the elusive 1,000 
point mark early in the next campaign.  
Congratulations Coach Ust and team on a 
really terrific year!

Chiefs Win GMCT 
Crown

Piscataway girls' basketball team cap-
tured the GMCT title by topping Cardinal 
McCarrick, 81-70.  The Lady Eagles trailed 
by only one point at halftime, 35-34, but the 
Piscataway powerhouse pounded away in the 
second half to come away with the crown.  
Olivia Gorczynski paced the Blue & Gold 
with 18 points, and was followed by Kristen 
Hansen 12, and Lexi Born 12 markers.

Eagles Bow In Final
During the first half of the Non-Public 

South B Boys basketball championship 
game, visions of a major upset danced 
through the minds of the Cardinal McCarrick 
boys' basketball team.  Facing the powerful 
Iron Mikes of Trenton Catholic, a club that 
blasted them in last year's final, 70-51, the 
Eagles played a terrific first half, leading 
17-15 after the first quarter, and 34-30 at 
intermission.  Unfortunately, the mighty 
Trenton machine went to work in the second 
half, and made 21 foul shots throughout the 
game to McCarrick's 7, as they captured the 
title once again, 62-53.

Charlie Gorman was red-hot from 3-
point range, and led the Blue & Gold with 15 
points.  Soph Dana Raysor tossed in 13, while 
Mo Isaac scored 10, ripped 12 rebounds, 
and blocked 8 shots.  Craig Thomas chipped 
in with 10, for Coach Joe Lewis' talented 
club, who finished with a fine 17-11 record.  
Congratulations to Coach Lewis and team 
on an exciting year!

Did You Know?
In 2009, Cardinal McCarrick's Taylor 

Snider connected on 8 three-pointers in 
two different games.  That's quite a shoot-
ing feat! 

The Cardinal McCarrick girls' basketball team turned in another outstanding season, 
finishing with a stellar 23-3 record. The girls will lose only one starter through graduation.  
Pictured is Coach Lynn Ust, her assistants, and talented Lady Eagles squad.  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

The Cardinal McCarrick Eagles boys basketball club had another outstanding season, 
finishing 17-11.  Pictured is Coach Joe Lewis and the fine Blue & Gold team members.  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Remember When?
You've been around the block a few 

times too many if you remember wearing 
Joe Lapchick basketball sneakers…Or car-
rying your books to school everyday in a 
gym bag, rather than a book bag.  It was the 
cool thing to do back in the 60's.   Gym bags 
were multi-purpose with handles to carry 
in your hands, unlike today's bags that you 
sling over your shoulders.  Of course, gym 
bags were originally invented for athletes 
(Mostly basketball players to carry their 
uniforms, sneakers, socks, towels, etc. to 
the games or practice.  Later, the gym bag 
became popular for many years to carry 
books to and from school.
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Virgilio Taught For 
30 Years In South 
Amboy

Claire Virgilio, formerly of South Am-
boy died on Feb. 19.  She was an Art teacher 
at Sayreville Middle School for 3-years, and 
then went on to teach students from K-8 for 
30 years in South Amboy Public Schools, 
retiring 11 years ago.  For her dedication 
and hard work, she was selected Teacher of 
the Year in 1990.  Many of her former stu-
dents continued to have a warm and loving 
relationship with her.  Her husband, George 
Virgilio also taught at H.G. Hoffman High 
School for many years.  George said that, 
"She was a very simple person, unobtrusive 
and kind to everyone.  She never wanted to 
be in the spotlight."  He was kind enough 
to share her beautiful retirement speech 
with The SA Times: "I have been to many 
of these retirement dinners and have heard 
my colleagues speak eloquently.  I am no 
speaker.  I have pondered long on what 
to say, looking through Bartlett's Familiar 
Quotations and other sources of "brilliant 
words" and found nothing that relates the 
words that I want to say to you.  So, I will 
say it as plainly as I can.  I've had a wonderful 
career teaching.  I've taught many talented 
students, met caring parents and worked with 
creative, considerate people.  I've made many 
friends who have helped me when the going 
got tough-professionally, and personally.  I 
want to thank all of you for your help and 
encouragement throughout the years.  I'll 
miss you and think of you often."  

Claire was a blessing for the thousands 
of children she taught throughout her career, 
and will be missed, but never forgotten by 
all who have known her.  

Claire Virgilio

On 03/03/10, Jake Werb and Victoria Drici 
from Sayreville High School received the 
2010 Student Recognition Award from the 
Middlesex County School Boards Association 
and the Middlesex County Association of 
School Administrators. 
The 2010 Student Recognition Award honors 
an outstanding high school junior and senior 
‘who distinguish themselves in unique ways, 
have a spirit which inspires others and model 
good citizenship’.  
Two students from each high school 
in Middlesex were nominated by their 
high school administrators. The Student 
Recognition Dinner was held at the Pines 
Manor in Edison. 
66 students were honored. 
Kevin Ciak, President of the Middlesex 
County School Boards Association hosted 
the event and Superior Court Judge, The 
Honorable Roger W Daley, gave the Keynote 
Address. (Story/Photo submitted)
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Kevin Mulvey

Mulvey Battles For 
Starter Spot

Parlin's Kevin Mulvey is battling for a 
starting spot in the Arizona Diamondbacks 
pitching rotation with Billy Buckner, Ro-
drigo Lopez, and Bryan Augenstein.  The 
D-Backs originally had the fifth spot in the 
rotation up for grabs when Spring Training 
opened, but star pitcher Brandon Webb's 
status is now questionable for Opening 
Day, and it's possible there could be two 
spots open. 

In Mulvey's first appearance this spring, 
he pitched 2 scoreless innings and allowed 
only one hit, struck out 1, and walked 1.  He 
then hurled 3 innings against the Dodgers 
and gave up a 3-run homer to Dodger second 
baseman Blake DeWitt, after issuing 2 walks.  
The dinger was the only hit he allowed, 
while fanning 4 and walking 3.  Good luck, 
Kevin!  South Amboy and Sayreville are all 
rooting for you!  

PADRE BAPTIZES CHILDREN IN 
ECUADOR

(Photo/Story Submitted)

The South American country of Ecuador 
is 95 percent Catholic, however local custom 
sometimes keeps parents from having their 
children Baptized as soon as possible after 
they are born. It is customary to have the 
children dressed in expensive garments for 
the ceremony. The girls wear white, satin 
dresses and the boys wear white suits. The 
Baptism is traditionally followed by a big 
and costly celebration. Many parents cannot 
afford the clothing or celebration expenses 
so some of the children are not Baptized in 
a timely manner.

This situation was brought to Father 
Dennis Weezorak’s attention (affectionately 
called “Padre” by one and all in Ecuador) 
by Aleida Mejia, the Director of The Arc of 
Hope in Ecuador.

Father Dennis has traveled to Ecuador 
on several occasions with Rotary teams from 
District 7510. He has helped with various 
construction phases of a village to house 
some of the less fortunate families of San 
Pablo. San Pablo is a small fishing village 
on the Pacific Ocean about an hours drive 
from Guayaquil, Ecuador. 

On February 4, Father Dennis, Karen 

Brotea and Michael Poll flew to Ecuador with 
the purpose of baptizing the children. The 
three are Rotarians and each has worked in 
Ecuador on home construction. Karen Brotea 
also heads the “Sponsor Me Program” which 
provides funds for health care, a breakfast 
program, school uniforms and a vitamin regi-
men for children of the village. In Ecuador, 
Aleida Mejia organized the purchase of the 
ceremonial garments and the preparations 
for the celebration.   

On Saturday, February 6, Father Den-
nis baptized thirty-three children ranging in 
ages from sixteen years to two months. The 
Padre performed the Baptismal Rite in fluent 
Spanish. The rite was held in the Church of 
San Pablo, a building which is set back about 
one hundred yards from the Pacific Ocean. 
A steady rain did not dampen the spirits of 
the families.

The ceremony was followed by a large 
celebration in the hall of the church. Cake 
and beverages were served. The parents and 
grandparents of the children being baptized 
thanked The Padre many times over for his 
kindness. 

It was truly a missionary effort.

Sayreville 
Bobsledder 
Recalled

By Steve Schmid
When Steve Holcomb piloted the USA 

4-man bobsled team to the gold medal at 
the recent Vancouver Winter Olympics, 
it was the first gold medal in 62 years for 
the Americans.  Meanwhile, Sayreville 
residents fondly remembered that one of 
their own nearly reached the podium for the 
4-man bobsled at the 1988 Calgary Winter 
Olympic games.  

Sayreville War Memorial High School 
graduate, Mike Wasko's team quickly slid 
down the course and barely missed winning 
a bronze medal.  A Russian team beat them 
out by two 1/100ths of a second.  Wasko had 
a distinguished athletic career at Sayreville, 
and was named to the New Jersey All-State 
team for boys' gymnastics, and indoor and 
outdoor track & field.  He was a Fairleigh 
Dickinson University ECAC Scholar Athlete 
of the Year in 1986, and was named to the 
Sayreville War Memorial High School Hall 
of Fame in 2005.

Father Dennis Weezorak, Pastor of St. Mary Parish (Wearing white) is pictured baptizing 
a baby during his recent stay in Ecuador.
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The Anglers Rights Rally held on Feb-

ruary 24th in Washington D.C. was a big 
success.   Over 4000 Anglers from all parts 
of the country attended.  Many Political 
figures joined them and spoke out against 
the harsh regulations that were mandated for 
the 2010 Regulations. This year Fluke is at 
6 fish at 18 inches and a season from May 
29th to September 6th. The Winter Flounder 
Spring season covers from March 23rd to 
May 21st with regulations of 12inch size 
limit and a bag limit of two.  Recently the 
Big Jamaica had two good far offshore Wreck 
trips.  One trip had over 300 Cod, mixed in 
were Ling and Pollock.  Other Party Boats 
are making trips to the far offshore Wrecks 
too.  In the Great Bay area I know of two 
keeper Stripers and one in Barnagat Bay by 
the Mathis Bridge. I haven’t seen anything 
in the Raritan Bay area yet but some Bass 
will be caught anytime soon.  I don’t expect 
Mackerel until the end of April.  I haven’t 
heard of anything being caught in the surf as 
of now, that could change any day.
Fresh Water

There are some nice Trout being caught 
in Round Valley Reservoir, mostly in the 
Ranger’s Cove area.  Some Walleyes are 
showing up in the Delaware Valley near the 
warm water discharge by Trenton. Catfish 
and Carp are being caught.  Ice fishing is now 
coming to an end with the warmer weather 
on its way.  Open day for Trout season is 
Saturday April 10th at 8AM. There is still 
holdover Trout in most upstate streams that 
were stocked. 

Fish Fry
The OLV Columbiettes and Knights will 

be hosting Lenten Fish Frys every Friday 
from now until April 2, 2010 at the council 
hall, 775 Washington Road, Parlin from 4:30 
to 7:00 P.M. Eatin or Takeout. Broiled or 
fried dinners, sandwiches, salad bar, pizza, 
dessert and much more.

Good News For Dark Chocolate Lovers
Dark chocolate seems to lower blood 

pressure, but it requires an amount of less 
than 2 Hershey Kisses to do it.  A small study 
from Germany adds to mounting evidence 
linking dark chocolate with certain health 
benefits, such as lowering blood pressure and 
having an anti-inflammatory effect.

A study appeared in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association by Dr. Dick 
Taubert of the University of Cologne.  It 
demonstrated that blood pressure reduc-
tions with dark chocolate were small, but 
still substantial enough to potentially reduce 
cardio vascular disease risks.

Volunteers for the study ate just over 
6 grams of dark chocolate daily for almost 
5 months.  It equaled about 1 1/2 Hershey 
Kisses.  People who ate that amount ended 
up with lower blood pressure readings than 
those who ate a similar amount of white 
chocolate.  Tests suggested that a steady 
exposure to dark chocolate prompted a 
chemical change that helped dilate blood 
vessels and regulate blood pressure.  Cocoa 
contains flavanols, plant based compounds 
that are also credited with giving red wine 
its heart healthy benefits.

Dr. Laura Sevetkey, Director of Duke 
University Hypertension Center stresses that 
the study results should not be viewed as a 
license to gorge on chocolate.  The weight 
gain from eating large amounts of dark 
chocolate would counteract any benefits.

As always, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure.  The combination 
of losing weight, eating less salt, exercising, 
and eating dark chocolate provide strategies 
to lower your blood pressure.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

T.H.E. 
Game Glory Days in

Local Sports

From The Sports Archives

Late 1940's-Abby's A.A., a very talented South Amboy Men's Senior Basketball League 
team posed for this photo after another big win.  Pictured top row (l-r) Dan Fuller, George 
Harkins, Bill "Smokey" Ryan, Bob McGowan.  Bottom (l-r) John Wortley, Reggie Carney, 
Jim Croddick, Roy Bennett, Jim Harkins ?  (Photo courtesy of Marty Ruszala/ some names 
supplied by Charlie Koerner)

1959-Sacred Heart's outstanding CYO cheerleaders were front row (l-r) C. Baranowski, 
B. Jankowski, B. Prusakowski, K. Stochel, M. Stelmaszek.  Back row (l-r) D. Crosby, R. 
Lagoda, G. Smith, P. Skarzynski, A. Szarejko, P. Piechocinski. 

The Cheerleaders

1950-Jack Vail of St. Mary's 
and Ben Zaleski of Sayreville 
were 1st Team All-County bas-

ketball selections.  1962-The 
Eagles boys hoops club topped 
Camden Catholic 45-42 in the 

quarterfinals of the South Jersey Parochial 
A state tourney.  Big Tom Fitzmorris was the 
standout with 20 points and 20 rebounds.  
Jack Kreiger added 9 points.  1978-Sayreville 
girls' basketball superstar, Rhonda Rompola 
led the club to a 24-3 record and the MCAC 
championship.  She poured in 542 points, and 
grabbed 428 rebounds. 1984-Hoffman boys' 
basketball team grounded Green Brook, 85-
43.  Pete Smith paced the Guvs with 31, Joe 
Lewis scored 20, and Andy Moran tossed in 
10.  1998-The Bombers' boys winter track 
team squeaked by Edison, 39-38.  Winners 
were: 400-Liam Jones; High Hurdles-Dan 
Unkel; 1600 Relay-Jones, Grant Zdan, Un-
kel; Shotput-Nick Spiewak.  2003-South 
Amboy girls' basketball team beat East 
Brunswick Tech, 48-45 behind Kiersten 
McCarthy's 31 points.

Year-1983
Sport-Basketball
Teams-St. Mary's (2-0) vs. Hoffman 
(2-0) Game #1 of The City Series
Recap-The Eagles jumped out to a quick 5-0 
lead, but the Guvs recovered and led 15-13 
after the first quarter, and took a 35-32 lead 
to the lockers at halftime.  The Saints cut the 
lead to 45-44 after three, but Hoffman pulled 
away in the final stanza for a 66-57 victory.  
Pete Smith poured in 29 points, Joe Lewis 
22, and Billy Bright 10 to lead the Guvs.  
The Byrne Brothers, Jim and Joe scored 16 
and 14 respectively to lead the Blue & Gold, 
with Bill O'Leary also firing in 14, and Jeff 
Pacansky 11.
Scoring
Hoffman 66
Smith 29 Lewis 22 Bright 10 Andy Moran 
3 Pat Leonard 2.
St. Mary's 57
Jim Byrne 16 Joe Byrne 14 O'Leary 14 
Pacansky 11 Golembeski 2.
MVP-Pete Smith, Hoffman. 

Sacred Heart 
Players Identified

A special thank you to Barbara Bir-
mingham of Sayreville, who helped identify 
the question marks ? in last month's Sports 
Archives photo of the Sacred Heart 8th 
Grade basketball team from 1962.  (We 
initially thought it was '63)  Barbara asked 
her son Art Birmingham who played on the 
team if he could identify any of the players 
in question.  He had a copy of the original 
article and photo from the old Evening News, 
and now we know the ? marks.  They were 
Barry Cassidy (Seated 1st from left), Ken 
Gigliello (Seated 3rd from right), and Jim 
Gordon (Seated far right), who was also 
identified by Bob Toye.  Jack Opiola (Stand-
ing 3rd from right) is the full name of one 
of the other boys.  

The photo was taken after the Hearts 
defeated St. Stephen's of Perth Amboy, 
32-27 to win the Amboy Area Parochial 
School League title.  The teams had finished 
with identical 10-1 records during regular 
season play. 

50 Years Ago
Tomaszewski Scored 1000th Point
March 6, 1960-South Amboy's Ray 

"Butch" Tomaszewski became the first 
player in Monmouth College history to score 
1,000 points.  Tomaszewski, a former star 
for Hoffman High School accomplished this 
feat against Cooper Union College, and what 
is really amazing is that he joined the elite 
scoring club after only three seasons with 
Coach Bill Boylan's Hawks!

40 Years Ago
Neidermeyer Wins 14th
1970-St. Mary's boys cross country 

sensation, Alan Neidermeyer captured his 
14th consecutive victory at Roosevelt Park, 
Edison, with a 13:37 time, to lead the Eagles 
to a hard-fought win over Hoffman.

Girls Track Team
The first St. Mary's girls' Spring Track 

team in history finished 0-4 under Coach 
Steve Nestinger. 

35 Years Ago
Kolakowski Grabs 
1000th Rebound
1975-St. Mary's basketball superstar, 

Joe Kolakowski ripped his 1,000th career 
rebound with 1:51 left in the first half, as 
the Saints topped Immaculata, 71-51.  The 
game was stopped, and AD Steve Nestinger 
gave Joe the game ball, and Father William 
Schlatterbach presented a trophy from the 
senior class.  Kolakowski finished the game 
with 15 points and 14 rebounds, and still 
remains the only Eagle in history to haul in 
1,000 rebounds.

Briody Wins 5th Straight
St. Mary's Mary Jane Briody won her 

fifth consecutive race for the Lady Eagles' 
girls' cross country team, as they defeated 
Immaculata, 22-32.  

St. Amour 
Remembered

Former St. Mary's HS star pitcher, Jeff 
St. Amour, 54, passed away on March 19, 
after a short illness.  St. Amour, burst on the 
baseball scene for the Eagles as a sophomore 
in 1971, and quickly became the ace of the 
staff with a 5-1 mark.  He was the ace again 
in '72, turning in a standout 5-2 record, and 
finished his career with a sparkling 13-7 
record for the Blue & Gold, to rank in the 
Top 10 for All-Time Eagles victories. 

Jeff retired a few years ago, and told 
me he really enjoyed life, especially having 
more time with his family and playing a lot 
of golf.  He was a real gentleman and will 
be missed.

50 Years Ago
St. Mary's First Indoor 
Track Team
1960-The Eagles first varsity Indoor 

Track team consisted of Coach George 
Keenan, track members-Ron Kukulski, 
George Mara, Stuart Smith, Joe Willette, 
George Keenan, Rich Dobrzynski, Bruce 
Slaski, Dennis O'Neill, Larry Pristavec, 
Ralph Treadway, Bill Torok Jr., Jim Check, 
John O'Hare, Bill Florek.

The Saints also had a freshman team 
comprised of Mike Graber, Bob Quigley, 
Rich Tobin, John Starzynski, George Wist, 
Frank Wronski, Sy Contralla.

55 Years Ago
Locals Starred At 
Rutgers Prep
1955-Four local graduates went on to 

play basketball for Rutgers Prep as Post 
Graduates (PG), and helped the club to an 
outstanding 17-4 mark.  Jerry Gorczyca, 
a former St. Mary's star gained 1st Team 
All-State Private Schools selection, and 
3rd Team All-State Overall.  Gary Stratton, 
a Hoffman grad, made 3rd Team All-State 
Private Schools.  Sayreville's Bob Shorosky 
and Hoffman's Roger Lambertson also made 
big contributions for the Prepsters.
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Obituaries
Asseng, Tyler E., 15 months, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 19.
Bogush, Robin Masarik, 52, formerly of 
Melrose died on March 2.
Boyler, George "Doc," 84, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 15.
Clark, Marion D., 81, of Sayreville died on 
March 6.
Durski, Angelina, 85, of Parlin died on 
Feb. 12.
Dusko, Edward J., 89, of Sayreville died 
on Feb. 11.
Flaherty, Ellanea M., 49, of Sayreville died 
on Feb. 25.
Flowers, Tyrone, 61, of South Amboy died 
on Feb. 27.
Frank, Hazel, 89, of Morgan died on March 
4.
Gargiulo, John A., 70, of Parlin died on 
March 14.
Gasiewski, Gary S., 53, of South Amboy 
died on Feb. 26.
Grobelny, Olga, 83, of Sayreville died on 
Feb. 11.
Gutkowski, Laura Samuel, 88, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 19.
Henry, Melvin H., 81, of Sayreville died 
on March 7.
Hoff, Sally Yanas Lukie, 99, of Melrose 
died on Feb. 17.
Hope, Joseph F., 79, formerly of Sayreville 
died on March 14.
Jasionowski, Benjamin, 50, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 21.
Kaboski, Florence, 82, of South Amboy died 
on March 3.
Kwiatkowski, Helen, 90, formerly of Sayre-
ville died on Feb. 20.
Lambert, Alden L., 89, of Morgan died on 
Feb. 20.
Leveille, Roland "Ron," 82, of South Amboy 
died on March 13.
Lockwood, Grace C., 80, formerly of Morgan 
died on March 12.
Loniewski, Edward, 84, of Sayreville died 
on March 14.
Loughlin, Florence I., 67, formerly of South 
Amboy died on March 12.
Madamba, Asterio T., 70, of Sayreville died 
on March 16.
Matyi, Stephen F., of Sayreville died on 
March 4.
Mayer, Alexander 69, of Sayreville died 
on Feb. 13.
Mazur, Mary A., 89, of Sayreville died on 
March 5.
McCarthy, Kyle "Box," 19, of South Amboy 
died on March 8.
McCutcheon, Dorothy T., 81, formerly of 
Sayreville died on Jan. 17.
Miller, Bernice, 87, of Parlin died on March 
4.
Moskwa, Edward J., 52, formerly of South 
Amboy died on Jan. 28.
Munn, Annette M., 93, formerly of South 
Amboy died on Jan. 31.
Pasterick, Cecelia C. Zagata, 86, of Sayre-
ville died on Feb. 23.
Prysak, Edward A. "Casey," 73, of Morgan 
died on March 9.
Qaqish, Amin E., 63, of Sayreville died on 
Feb. 27.
Recupero, Elvira, 89, of Sayreville died on 
March 11.
Ryan, Gerald, 49, of Sayreville died on 
Feb. 12.
Sainato, Joseph "Froggy," 62, of South 
Amboy died on Feb. 18.
Seaman, Helen A., 89, of South Amboy died 
on Feb. 16.
Stanik, Cecelia Dusko, died of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 18.
St. Amour, Jeffrey, 54, formerly of South 
Amboy died on March 19
Starzec, Walter "Lefty," 79, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 22.
Swiderski, Stella Gurgul, of Sayreville died 
on Feb. 19.
Tischler, Irving, 84, of Sayreville died on 
March 4.
Tomishak, Theodore, 85, of Parlin died on 
March 2.
Virgilio, Claire Wisniewski, formerly of 
South Amboy died on Feb. 19.
Ward, Dorothy Meggison, 83, formerly of 
South Amboy died on March 7. 
Wisniewski, Martha J., 90, of South Amboy 
died on Feb. 17.
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Long, Long Ago

Circa 1960-This group of well-known South Amboy men gathered at John's Halfway House 
for what was probably a Fireman's banquet or Christmas party.  Seated (l-r) Austin "Stretch" 
Stolte, William "Doc" O'Leary, ?, Marty Keays.  Standing (l-r) Bob Munck, Charlie Reilly, 
Stan Jankowski, John Szatkowski, Tony Charmello, Chet Meinzer Sr.  (Photo courtesy of 
Marty Ruszala)

Library Programs
Sayreville Public Library announces 

their Winter Storytime and Programming 
Schedule:

Terrific 2’s & 3’s! - Join us for 30 min-
utes of stories, songs and a coloring page. 
For children ages 2 & 3 accompanied by a 
parent or caregiver. Meets Wednesdays @ 
11 a.m.

Sing Along with Pat McKinley: Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to join Pat for 
30 minutes of lively music and song. Meets 
Tuesdays @ 12:45 p.m.

Creative Kids! - Join us each week for a 
fun and easy craft. For children For children 
ages 3 & up accompanied by a parent or 
caregiver. Meets Tuesdays @ 6 p.m.

Sleepytime Stories! - Children ages 3 
& up, accompanied by a parent, are invited 
to join us for stories, songs and fingerplays. 
Wear you PJ’s and bring your favorite blan-
ket and stuffed animal! Meets Wednesdays 
@ 6 p.m.

Fun for 4’s & 5’s! - Join us for 30 
minutes of stories, songs and a quick craft. 
Meets Thursdays @ 1p.m.

Toddler Time! - Children ages 6-24 
months, accompanied by a parent, are invited 
to join us for stories, songs and fingerplays. 
Meets Fridays @ 11 a.m.

Kwik Krafts! - Children ages 5 & up 
are invited to join us for a simple make and 
take craft. No registration is required. Meets 
Saturdays @ 11 a.m.

Kids Around the World! - Children in 
grades K-5 are invited to an evening of fun, 
food and games from around the world!  
Learn about kids in other cultures and find 
out why "it’s a small world after all”!

Pennies for Peace – Sayreville Public 
Library will be participating in the "Pennies 
for Peace" campaign now until March 28, 
2010. How can a penny bring peace? Just one 
penny can empower a child to read, write, and 
learn! If you wish to donate, please visit the 
Children's Room. Every penny helps! 

For more information about our sched-
ule, contact Leah at (732) 727-0212 ext. 5 
or visit our

online calendar at www.sayrevilleli-
brary.org. 

The Award winning Central New Jersey 
based film company, Knight Vision Films, is 
headed to the 8th Annual Garden State Film 
Festival with their newest short film: “Action 
Junkies”. The company was founded in 1994 
by long time high school friends John Cafaro 
and Craig Cohen. Knight Vision Films has 
produced shorts, features and documentaries 
in the ensuing 16 years and has employed 
local New Jersey talent and musicians for 
all of its projects.

Cafaro (38), a former resident of Sayre-
ville, is a graduate of New Jersey City Uni-
versity and holds a B.A. Degree in Media Arts 
for Television and Film production. Cohen 
(35), a former Sayreville resident as well, at-
tended Five Towns College in Dix Hills, NY 
and holds an A.S. Degree in Audio Record-
ing Technology. The two partners pairing of 
dynamic visual and audible aesthetics, along 
with their natural and realistic screenwriting, 
is their signature to the unique and original 
films the two have produced.

Following the selection and “Best in 

Festival” Award for the short “Smooch?” at 
the 140 Second Film Festival in November 
2009, “Action Junkies” is the Knight Vision 
Films’ second film festival bound selection. 
The project took its initial form in August of 
2008. Upon completion of the screenplay, 
casting and filming commenced in April of 
2009. As principal photography completed in 
July 2009, post-production began leading up 
to the final projects film premier in September 
2009 in Asbury Park at The Showroom. With 
150+ in attendance for the premier and a 
DVD release immediately following, Cafaro 
and Cohen’s dreams of a mainstream film 
release had finally come to reality. 

“Action Junkies” tells the story of two 
players who go head to head in a game of 
Texas Hold 'em. As the story unfolds, the 
viewer is put into the game. As in life, a game 
of cards is a story of incomplete informa-
tion. During each step of the game, more 
information is revealed through flashback 
sequences leading up to the final stakes of 
the game in an all out showdown of betting, 
bluffing and the luck of the draw.

“Action Junkies” will screen as part of 
the Garden State Film Festival on March 
27th, 2010 at the Berkeley Hotel-Continental 
in Asbury Park beginning at 6:30pm. The 
film's running time is 33 minutes and will 
be featured in a block with two other inde-
pendent films from around the world. 

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased 
on-line at: http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/100993 

For more information on the film and 
company, please visit their website at: www.
KnightVisionFilms.com  

For information on this year's film fes-
tival and feature schedules, visit the website 
at: www.GSFF.org

Sayreville War Memorial High School grads, John Cafaro and Craig Cohen are pictured at 
their film premier in September 2009 at the Showroom in Asbury Park.

Locals Film at Festival

Free Composting Workshop
Middlesex County is sponsoring FREE 

Composting Workshops!  Middlesex County 
residents will learn how to reduce waste and 
improve their soil by composting their yard 
waste and kitchen scraps right in their own 
backyards.  A second workshop will be held 
to explain/demonstrate vermicomposting 
(composting with worms).  The backyard 
composting workshop will be held on Sat-
urday, April 10, beginning at 10 a.m.  The 
vermicomposting workshop will be held on 

Tuesday, April 13, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  
Both workshops will be held at the Rutgers 
Cooperative Research & Extension EARTH 
Center at Davidson Mill Pond Park, 42 Riva 
Ave., South Brunswick, and last about 2 
hours.  Pre-registration is required.

To register for the workshops or for 
further information about this opportunity, 
please call the Division of Solid Waste 
Management at 732-745-4170 or e-mail 
solidwaste@co.middlesex.nj.us.
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Dana Mullins (r) of St. Mary’s Fundraising Committee presents the winning check from the 
Mega 50/50 check to Donna Killian(l).  (Photo Submitted)

Who's Who In Sayreville

Academic Competition At McCarrick
Cardinal McCarrick High School 

recently held its 2nd Annual Academic 
Competition.  The event was opened to 6th 
and 7th Grade students from 14 Catholic and 
Public schools.  The competition according 
to principal Jean Kline is a school-wide ef-
fort, and the faculty selected questions, and 
McCarrick students helped asking questions, 
and also as escorts.

The round-robin tournament featured 
teams of four students and two alternates, as 

they worked together to answer questions in 
science, social studies, math, language arts, 
and also a "potpourri" category.

In 2009 seven schools participated 
in Cardinal McCarrick's initial Academic 
Competition.  The wonderful event gives 
students the opportunity to partake in an 
academic competition, and also affords the 
excellent high school a chance to show the 
many outstanding features it has to offer. 

35 Years Ago
1975-John Czernikowski-Mayor; Felix 

Wisniewski-Council President; Kenneth 
Buchanan Sr.-Councilman; Raniero Travi-
sano-Councilman; Alvin Jolly-Councilman; 
Thomas Kuberski-Councilman; Joseph 
Keenan-Councilman; Mary Kosakowski-
Borough Clerk; Alan Karcher-Borough 
Attorney; Howard Schoor-Borough Engi-

neer; James Dolan-Tax Collector; Herbert 
Bierman-Municipal Magistrate; Raymond 
Sweeney-Chief of Police; Julian Ciecko-
Supt. Parks Department; John Zollinger-
Senior Building and Zoning Officer; Ronald 
Grobelny-Chief, Sayreville Fire Dept.; 
Robert Waitt-Fire Inspector; Geraldine 
Creamer-Library Director; John McCor-
mack-Recreation Director.
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Goodbye Winter!  South Amboy's Frank Matarangolo and the rest of us were very happy 
to see the end of winter.  It sure was a tough one, wasn't it?  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy/Sayreville  Businesses In 
1958

Do you remember any of these local 
businesses in South Amboy and Sayre-
ville?  

The South Amboy Trust Company; 
Terry's Garage; Marathon Bus Line, Inc.; 
P.J. Monaghan & Son Plumbing & Heating; 
Mason Funeral Home; Spud's Bar; Swan Hill 
Ice & Coal Co.; Lewis Plumbing; Peterson 
Pharmacy; Lagoda's Bar & Grill; S. Boyes 
Rug Cleaning Co.; Kurzawa Funeral Home; 
Abbatiello Pizzeria; Mike's Tavern Inc.; 
Star-Light Diner; L & L Radio & Televi-
sion Service; The Kubisiak Agency; John's 
Halfway House; Vince's Confectionery; 
Arky's Pharmacy; Raritan Printing Co.; 
Elite Plumbing Supply Corp.; Hillcrest Inn 
Inc.; Raritan Diner; Main Liquor Store; 
Eagle Food Market; Raritan Chemical Co. 
Inc.; Friendly Tavern; Packard Motor Truck 
Transportation of NJ Inc.; Green's Men 
Shop; Lockwood Boat Works; Casey Broth-
ers Dairy Products; Norton's Food Market; 

Briggs Chevrolet; Anton & Chuck's Tavern; 
Tybor Liquor Store; Fritz's Bay View Inn; Air 
Electric Inc.; May & Jack's Tavern; Broad-
way Shell; Tarallo's Delicatssen; English 
Sunoco Service; Eddie's Friendly Service 
Station; Weiss Clothing; Wally's Esso Ser-
vice; Caldie's Laundry; Red's Package Store; 
Broadway Cab, Inc.; Luke's Barber Shop; 
Pelican Tavern; Frank's Market; Warden 
Corner Shop; Gus Potts Delicatssen; South 
Amboy Auto Parts Co.; Albern's Seafoods; 
National Lead Co.

Easter &
Passover
Blessings
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Rave Reviews For Wayward Wind
Morgan resident, G.R. Spiecker has 

been receiving outstanding reviews for his 
new book, "The Wayward Wind."  Former 
South Amboy/Sayreville resident Bill "Biff" 
McKeon said that "Spiecker's new book has 
presented a very inflammatory problem here 
in Indiana at my home, whereas both my wife 
Betty and I are intensely involved in reading 
this terrific book, and the suspense is unreal.  
Betty and I are enjoying the suspense of the 
leading woman, Gail, Robbie, John and the 
mystery person of whom is the essence of 
the story.  Hopefully, both Betty and I will 
be cognizant of  who is the real ?   I know 
our children will enjoy the book, as it relates 
to their knowledge of the fine writer G.R. 
Spiecker has become.  I strongly suggest to 
all our friends that if they purchase the book, 
they will experience the same reaction both 

Betty and I have-it is outstanding!  Thank 
you G.R. for providing another interesting 
and enjoyable story of life."

Vince Higgins, another former South 
Amboy resident says, "G.R. Spiecker's new 
book, "The Wayward Wind" is outstanding.  
He takes the reader along a nicely twisting 
path to meet some very real people of char-
acter and a few not so.  There is suspense, 
love, humor, shock and surprise aplenty.  
Five or six very warm spots will bring on a 
tear to cherish.  The settings that G.R. has 
crafted so well in our plains country, Hawaii 
and Texas, make one want to go on off and 
visit the people he creates.  Congratulations 
to Author Spiecker and thanks to Publisher 
Burkard for calling attention to a really fas-
cinating, fast moving, warm story."

Albert Pujols of the St. Louis Cardinals is considered by most baseball experts to be the best 
hitter in the game.  Here he is shown at bat against the Florida Marlins at Jupiter, Florida, 
during a Spring Training game in early March.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Students from South Amboy Elementary and Middle School recently participated in the 
Academic Challenge hosted by Cardinal McCarrick High School.  The 6th and 7th grade 
students got to compete against 13 other schools and they did very well.  Team Moderator 
Mrs. Stratton from the Middle School said “The students were thrilled to participate and 
shared their excitement the next day with the rest of their classmates.  They are looking 
forward to the next competition”! Pictured (l-r) back row Klaudia Radon, Mrs. Stratton, Ofelia 
Javelosa. Front row Brendan O'Keeffe, Randy Breigle, Olivia Hadlaw, Kyle Scully. (Photo 
submitted by Irena Hadlaw )
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