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Max, a white shepherd owned by Amy Caputo takes a tasty milk bone -biscuit from Bill 
Scully’s mouth during the shooting of “Waterfront Park Class of 2010,” an annual feature on 
locals and their dogs at Waterfront Park in South Amboy/Sayreville.  See the many proud 
owners and their pets featured on page 22.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Sayreville American Legion Post 211 Past Commander Ed Strek (l) presents Sayreville 
Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (r) with a Certificate of Appreciation for all he has done for the 
veterans in the community.  Post 211 received national attention for the Mission of Honor 
Ceremony last year in Sayreville.  (Photo/info courtesy of Nellie Malet)

New Businesses
Get Assistance

The City of South Amboy Redevelop-
ment Agency and the South Amboy Business 
Association combined and opened an office 
at 110 Broadway in order to help new busi-
nesses who are looking for a place, or land-
lords who may be seeking information.

The combination of the two groups ac-
cording to Mayor John T. O’Leary proves 
the council and redevelopment agency are 
committed to seeing that the City is attrac-
tive to prospective businesses, and people 
who wish to come into South Amboy to do 
business.

For more information about the South 
Amboy Business Association, call 732-967-
3719 or e-mail to: mjramscsi@aol.com.

Fundraiser For 
Memorial

The Sayreville Lady Dems are coordi-
nating a fundraiser for a memorial to honor 
the late Shirley Keenan Dill.  A monument 
dedicated to Mrs. Dill will be constructed and 
placed outside Borough Hall sometime this 
fall.  Because Shirley Dill was a true advocate 
for the people, the Lady Dems are asking the 
public to reciprocate by assisting the funding 
of a monument that will recognize a woman 
who dedicated much of her life supporting 
the interests of the residents.  If you are 
able to support this project, please send a 
check payable to : Sayreville Lady Dems, 
5 Glynn Ct., Parlin, NJ 08859.  Please note 
that should funds be collected that exceed 
the cost of the memorial, those funds will be 
dedicated to the Shirley H. Dill scholarship 
fund.   Shirley Dill’s memory will live on in 
Sayreville-the town in which she was proud 
to be a lifelong resident.

Sayreville Day-
Sept. 19

“Sayreville Day” will be held on Sunday, 
Sept.  19th, (Rain date-Sept. 26) at Kennedy 
Park on Washington Rd. from 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m.  Come and enjoy all the festivities such 
as children’s games, rides, foods from around 
the world, entertainment, craft vendors and 
much, much more.  For info call 732-390-
7092/7096.

Construction work is currently underway as part of the $1.8 million shoreline restoration 
project at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

1st Annual Festival 
Of The Arts

The City of South Amboy and The 
Hernandez Theater Workshop will celebrate 
National Arts and Humanities Month with 
their 1st Annual Festival of the Arts on 
Saturday, Oct. 23 from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.  
The event will feature crafters, artists, food 
vendors, and entertainment on Broadway!

Admission is FREE!  For additional 
information including vendor sign up, please 
contact events@southamboynj.gov.

continued on page 24

Closing of Delilah’s 
Den in South 
Amboy Ends 

Quarter-Century 
Quest

City is finally free of go-go bars.
When John T. O’Leary was sworn in 

as the Mayor of South Amboy in 1986, the 
city was known for its sea of unruly bars and 
venues for adult entertainment that attracted 
people from all over.

In his initial political campaign and 
subsequent ones, O’Leary vowed to finally 
rid South Amboy of every single adult busi-
ness that did not fit with his vision of the city 
as a quiet, safe, family-friendly waterfront 
hamlet.

Today, city officials announced that the 
final adult nightclub in South Amboy will 
be closed, for good.“Over the past 24 years, 
we have worked within the laws of the State 
of NJ using every device at our disposal to 
have them conform to the legal uses or to 
weed out businesses that were inappropriate 
in South Amboy,” O’Leary said. “Through 
the commitment of elected leaders over the 
years, we have finally accomplished what 
we set out to achieve.”

On July 29, the city settled its lawsuit 
with S.A. Holding, LLC, which owns 
Delilah’s Den at 3630 Route 35 north. 

“This business started out in South 
Amboy as a club use with a liquor license 
and ended up being an all-nude business, 
after giving up its license,” O’Leary said. Taylor Salmon, 7 of South Amboy has been 

a type 1 diabetic since she was 4 years old.  
Taylor was at the South Amboy Annual Car 
Show to raise money for Juvenile Diabetes.  
She will participate in the JDRF walk to find 
Cure for Diabetes on October 24, 2010 for 
her 4th year.  Thank you to all who came out 
and gave donations.  For more information 
about the walk or to donate and support Taylor 
online go to www.walk.jdrf.org search Taylor's 
Team - New Jersey.  Click on Taylor S.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Local Talent 
Performs In NYC

Jean Marie Henry of Sayreville recently 
performed at N.Y. City's Oldest Rock Club- 
"THE BITTER END".  Jean Marie performed 
a medley of her individually composed tunes 
on July 29th. Jean Marie was supported by 
her parents, Bill & Noreen Henry and brothers 
Bill Jr. and Paul and many other friends and 
well wishers that nite. It was Jean Marie's 
2nd performance at the nostalgic club in 
hopes of launching a long and successful 
musical career. You can hear her tunes at 
myspace.com/jeanmariehenry.  (Photo/Story 
Submitted)
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Ed Paczkowski (l), owner of South Amboy Foodtown, was honored Aug. 6, by the Vietnam 
Veterans of America Central Jersey Chapter 233 for his continued assistance in fundraising 
activities for 20 years.  Pictured (l-r) Paczkowski, Nellie Malet- Newsletter Photographer, Bill 
Welsh-VA Hospital Chairman, Ron Cusumano-Recording Secretary, Ray La Largo-Event 
Coordinator.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Morgan Marina Celebrates 50th
Congratulations to Morgan Marina Inc., 

Co-Owner Peter M. Schultz Sr.,  family and 
staff for  50 years of outstanding service in 
the boating business.  Joseph F. Walter Sr. 
started the business in 1960, and now 50 years 
later, it has grown to 275 slips, and 15 acres 
of upland storage.  A true success story!
 Caracappa Receives Award

Master Probation Officer Anne Cara-
cappa of the Middlesex County Probation 
Dept. was awarded the Career Achievement 
Award for her commitment to the probation 
service.  The South Amboy resident received 
her award from the Chief Probation Officers 
of New Jersey on July 21 during National 
Probation, Parole and Community Supervi-
sion Week.  Congratulations, Anne!
DJ Tony G. Stepping Down

One of the area’s most popular DJ’s, 
DJ Tony G. has announced his retirement 
from dee-jaying after 28 years of outstand-
ing entertainment.  Great job, Tony and 
best of luck!
Septor On Dean’s List

Kyle Septor of South Amboy made the 
Dean’s List at Penn State University for the 
Spring Semester.  Congratulations!
In Memoriam

Edna Gomolka Weinman, 87, of Sayre-
ville died on Aug. 20.  She was one of the 
most pleasant and friendly ladies you could 
ever meet, and always had a kind word for 
everyone.  Edna will be sadly missed but 
never forgotten.  God Bless Edna!

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.Named successor of James Crod-

dick as Hoffman H.S. principal in 1969?  
a.Adam Martin b.William Beattie c.Eugene 
Dobrzynski

2.Johnsons Lane is located near this 
cemetery?  a.St. Mary’s b.Sacred Heart 
c.Christ Church

3.South Amboy Board of Education 
president in ’69?  a.Stanley Kowalewski 
b.Mrs. Ervin c.William McGowan

4.In 1980, this auto body business was 
located in Morgan?  a.Wayne’s b.F & F 
c.Twin Bridges

5.This South Amboy resident ran as 
a Republican for the state senate in 1969?  
a.James Inman b.Edmund Kaboski c.Stanley 
Jankowski

6.In ’76 there were two Stewart’s Root 
Beer stands in Sayreville.  One in Morgan, 
and where was the other?  a.Washington 
Road b.Route 9 c.Main Street

7.St. Mary’s Student Council President 
in ’64?  a.John Derent b.Joseph Chodkiewicz 
c.Frank Keenan

8.Pastor of St. Bernadette’s Church 
was?  a.Rev. O’Dea b.Father Andrew c.Rev 
Mahoney

9.Chairman of the South Amboy Plan-
ning Board in ’87?  a.Michael Marrone 
b.John Kelly c.Richard O’Connor

10.In 1982, where was Saytech located 
in Sayreville?  a.Bordentown Ave. Jernee 
Mill Rd. c.Main St.

11.This business was located on 
Ridgeway Ave. in ’75, and sold tropical 
fish, food and supplies?  a.Bay-Side Fish 
Supplies b.Home Lite Aquarium c.Tropical 
Fish Plus

12.Captain of Morgan Hose & Chemi-
cal Co. #1 in 1979?  a.Douglas J. Sprague 
b.John Ust c.Leonard Fierro

Answers
1a 2b 3c 4a 5b 6b 7c 8a 9a 10c 11b 12c.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

The talented staff of Al’s Auto Body and Towing Service proudly poses by one of their 
eight tow trucks.  Pictured (l-r) Joe, Gary, Don, Jill, Johnny, Sam.  Missing from photo 
is Gary C. and Phil.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Al’s Auto Body & Towing Service
“40 Years Of Excellence”

Donald “Moocher” Rzepka, owner/
operator of Al’s Auto Body and Towing 
Service has proudly been serving custom-
ers for 40 years!  Born and raised in South 
Amboy, Don was always interested in the 
automotive field.  He started working at 
Al’s Auto Body and Towing Service as 
a young man, learning the business and 
then purchasing it in 1970.  Over the years 
Don has expanded the business from one 
to three garages, and from one to eight 
tow trucks.  Al’s Auto Body and Towing 
Service is a well-established business in 
the South Amboy and Sayreville area.

Don is married to Gladys and has 
two daughters Janet and Jill, and a grand-
daughter Jenna Leigh.  His daughter Jill 
is following in his footsteps managing the 
business.  Jill is a member of the Women’s 
Industry Network, which is an organiza-
tion of women in the collision industry.  
She was also featured in the Tow Times 
magazine for the “Woman In Towing” 
article.  Don and his brother Charles 
“Charlie” worked together until he sadly 
passed away in 2000.  Don’s father Mike 
and Uncles Adam and Joseph “Chappy” 
Rzepka were also successful business-
men in South Amboy.  In his spare time 
Don enjoys boating and going to Yankee 
games.

Don is well-known and respected in 

the community, and has received many 
awards and citations for his outstanding 
services to South Amboy and Sayreville.  
He is a lifetime silver card member from 
the Sayreville PBA.  Rzepka received 
the “Order of the Towman” medal from 
American Towman.  He is also an honor-
ary member of the South Amboy, Morgan 
and Sayreville First Aid Squads, and the 
Morgan Hose & Chemical Company.

Al’s Auto Body and Towing Service, 
located at 2072 Rt. 35 North, South Amboy, 
will provide you with quality collision re-
pairs and any towing services, whether it’s 
light, medium, off road, or heavy duty.  Al’s 
currently tows for South Amboy Police, 
Sayreville Police, Old Bridge Police and 
New Jersey State Police.  With an experi-
enced staff of 6 full time and 2 part-time 
employees, they are able to handle any and 
all of your needs.  Small dents, scratches, 
parts/panel replacements, frame work and 
refinishing, Al’s does it all!  Stop by and 
see Don or Jill for a free estimate or call 
732-721-0841.

Having a successful business for 40 
years is not accomplished alone, so Don 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of his loyal customers and especially 
his staff of Joe, Phil, Jill, Gary C., Gary T., 
Johnny, and Sam for making this milestone 
possible.

Cheerleaders Camp Champions

The Cardinal McCarrick Cheerleaders won Camp Champs at the recent Universal 
Cheerleaders Association (UCA) camp that was held in July. The Cardinal Mccarrick girls 
also won  the honorable Good Samaritan Award at the Cheer Camp at Monmouth University, 
and were described as being the most polite and respectful group of girls at the camp. 
Cardinal McCarrick cheerleaders’ squad members Chelsea Engram and Kristina Albrecht 
had the honor of being named UCA All-Americans after performing the Xtreme dance 
routine, a camp cheer, and a jump.  (Photo/Story Submitted)

Our Lady of Victories Preschool
For Three and Four Year Olds.  There 

are still openings available for  PreK 3 and 
PreK 4 classes at Our Lady of Victories 
School in Sayreville. PreK 3 offers half and 

full day programs, and PreK 4 offers a full 
day program. Aftercare is available. Please 
contact Mrs. Connors in the school office  at 
732-254-1676 for more information. 
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The Profit$:  1960’s Local Rock ‘N’ Roll Legends
Exclusive Interview-Part 3  ~  By Tom Burkard

Tom:  What were some of your favor-
ite songs from back then, ones you really 
liked to perform?  

Bob:  That’s a hard one . . . “Runaway” 
by Del Shannon is still one of my favorites. 
That’s what we’re playing in that old photo 
from the yearbook, which was taken at a 
pep rally in the cafeteria just two seconds 
before I put my hand through the head of 
the tambourine.  

“Mickey’s Monkey” and “Come on Up” 
by the Rascals.  We often led off with the 
latter because it started loud and fast and got 
us charged up.  “Round and Round” (Stones), 
“Romeo & Juliet” (Reflections), “Don’t You 
Care” and “Mercy, Mercy, Mercy” (Buck-
inghams), and “I Fought the Law” (Bobby 
Fuller 4). Bobby Fuller actually played St. 
Mary’s in one of the shows that I think were 
put together by Brian George, which also 
included the Shangri-Las, the Duprees, and 
the Jive 5.  Although I think only four of the 

Jive 5 went on.  Rumor had it the 5th guy was 
somehow indisposed.  And the ballads, like 
“Since I Fell for You” (Lenny Welch) and 
“The Tracks of My Tears” (Miracles).

Jim:  Good ones.  And “Gloria” (Shad-
ows of Night) and “Testify” (Parliaments).  
Still got ’em on my iPod.

Tim:  Pretty much whatever sounded 
good and was popular with the crowd.

Joe:  “I’m a Fool” by Dino, Desi and 
Billy.  Just kidding.  But definitely “Laugh 
Laugh” (Beau Brummels), “Sueño” (Ras-
cals), “Sweet Soul Music” (Arthur Conley), 
and “SWABLR” (Cream). 

Tom:  What were your favorite local 
bands during that era?  

Bob:  The Austin 4 with “Ricky J” 
Jarusiewicz.  They were the band two and 
three years before us.  Later, Carl Scott & 
the Jades from Sayreville.  Nobody sounded 
like them or could sing like Carl: “Sittin’ in 
the Park” and “Summertime” (Billy Stewart), 
“Hey Girl” (Freddie Scott).  Unreal.  

Tim:  And the Coachmen with Frannie 
Fee and Roy Erickson.

Tom:  Do any old home movies or 
recordings of the band still exist?  

Bob:  We did have a real recording 
session one weekend with Ronnie Ruszala’s  
brother, Marty, up at the Sacred Heart hall, 
and he had a couple of album-sized 45 rpm 
records made up for us.  There were two of 
them, single-sided, with maybe six or eight 
songs total. Hearing ourselves on a record 
was really the coolest thing.  

Joe:  Some of those favorite songs we 
just mentioned were on there, and the sound 
was great.  We’d listen to them over and over, 
took turns taking them home to play for our 
parents, that sort of thing.  I remember the 
records, as 45s, were a bit weird because 
they looked like an album but you had to 
lift the needle between tracks.  

Jim:  What I remember most about the 
sessions themselves was that Marty had all 
this new equipment he was learning to use, 
so there was a lot of downtime between 
songs – but it was the summer of ’68 and 
there was absolutely no air conditioning in 
the place.

Bob:  It was definitely more than tepid 
in there.  But hey, you got to suffer if you 
want to sing the blues.

Tom:  Do you still have the re-
cords?  

Joe:  Well, maybe.
Jim:  Not really sure.  
Tim:  It’s a long story.
Bob:  We’re joking, but it is a bit of 

a mystery.  Somewhere along the line one 
or both of the records got broken or lost or 
pilfered, maybe all three, in passing back and 
forth across the band. We actually didn’t real-
ize it until after we’d all gone off to college.  
We’d lost contact with Mike, so we assumed 
he had them and figured the situation would 
resolve itself eventually.  Well, it was quite 
awhile before we saw Mike again.

Joe:   I ran into him at some point 
and he said he had them. So we agreed to 
get back together to put the songs on tape 

or something, but then we lost touch with 
him again. 

Bob:  Eventually, we realized, hey, let’s 
go see Marty and get the master tapes of all 
the music we recorded, maybe two dozen 
songs. Somebody spoke with Marty – was 
it you, Joe? – and Marty says he didn’t have 
the tapes anymore, that somebody had al-
ready picked them up.  So now we’re really 
puzzled.  Finally, more time goes by and I 
run into Mike one night at the old Colonel’s 
Garter.  I’m elated at this point because while 
he said he never had the records, he did have 
the tapes – or was it vice versa?  Anyway, 
so I give him my number, says he’ll call and 
we’ll get together. Great.  

Joe:  And then he vanished again. 
And that’s pretty much where the mystery 
stands.

Bob:  We used to joke that for whoever 
ran into Mike next, the plan was to tackle 
him, call us, and hold him until we could 
all show up!  Joe tried an old email he had 
for Mike when we were getting ready to 
work with you on this piece, but the address 
bounced back as no good. 

Tom:  That is quite a saga.
Bob:  (joking) Actually, I still think 

the story of the missing Profit$ tapes is the 
real story behind the movie Eddie & the 
Cruisers.

Joe:  So the question to Times readers 
is, where in the world is Mike Henry? 

Tom:  Other than keeping better track 
of each other, if you could go back in time, 
is there anything you would change?

Bob:  Seriously, we would all like to 
reconnect with Mike somehow, and we 
certainly hope he’s well.   I do think we 
should have hijacked the Coachmen’s echo 
chamber the night we lost our last and only 
battle of the bands, up at Christ Church in 
’68.  Frannie Fee sang “I Who Have Noth-
ing” by Ben E. King, among other songs, 
and just blew everyone away.  

Jim:  That was also the night Joe D was 
sick, and we recruited Ricky J to play  bass.  

continued on page 29

South Amboy’s legendary 1960’s rock ‘n’ roll band, The Profit$ take a break outside the 
Sacred Heart Hall after working on The Profit$ “Sessions” with Marty Ruszala.  Pictured (l-r) 
Bob Toye, Tim Tice, Jim Coan, Mike Henry, Joe DeLucia.  (Photo courtesy of Bob Toye)
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Pictured (l-r) Landen Rodemeyer, Award-winnerCharles Grimes, and Gary Volkman. 
(Photo/Story Submitted)

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in 
this great need that I may receive the consolation and 
help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and 
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the 
elect forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever 
mindful of this great favor, to always honor you as my 
special and powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage 
devotion to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P.

Grimes Awarded For Safe Driving
Dart Transit Company awarded Charles 

Grimes from South Amboy, New Jersey its 
President’s safety award.  The award is given 
to professional drivers with at least 10 years 
of safe driving with Dart.

Grimes has operated his own truck 
under contract with Dart for 14 years.  Gary 
Volkman, Dart Vice President of Safety 
Compliance, and Landen Rodemeyer, Dart 
Fleet Manager, presented him with the 
award at Dart’s Corporate Office in Eagan, 
Minnesota.

“Charles has gone out of his way to 
help out Dart on many occasions,” said 
Rodemeyer. “I know with his safety record 
he will handle any situation in the most 
professional manner.  Charles is a pleasure 
to work with, and is always ready to share a 
laugh even during stressful situations.”

Grimes participates in Dart’s award 
winning professional driver development 
program – which involves a yearly driver 
improvement course, safety advisors, driver 
performance analysis, and professional 
recognition.

Dart Transit Company was named the 
“Best Fleet for Owner Operators” in 2010 
by the Truckload Carriers Association and 
Carriers Edge.  Dart is the nation’s 15th 
largest truckload dry-van carrier, and offers 
48-state, dedicated, and regional service 
with 2,300 independent owner operators 
and 300 fleet drivers.  It offers asset-based 
rail service through Dart Intermodal Inc., 
logistics and brokerage services through Dart 
Advantage Logistics, and storage services 
through Dart Advantage Warehousing Inc. 
and Dart Portable Storage Inc.
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Do You Remember?

January 3, 1967-This was the popular Jo-Tom’s sub shop, which was located on South Pine 
Ave. in South Amboy.  Does anyone have a memory of this legendary local business to 
share with The SA Times readers?  Drop us a line at: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo courtesy 
of Henry “The Barber” Rinkewich)

Jo-Tom’s Wins Title
1972-Jo-Tom’s (Collingwood) defeated 

Modern Transportation 2 games to none in 
the South Amboy Little Fellas League cham-
pionship series.  Game #1 turned out to be 
the longest championship game in SA Little 
Fellas history, as Jo-Tom’s prevailed in 10 
innings, 4-2.  Tim Mulcahy doubled in the 
top of the 10th, and scored the winning run 
following singles from Bob Clayton and Ed 
Dill.  Clayton was the winning pitcher and 
struck out 16.  Losing pitcher for Trans, John 

Pyonteck pitched no-hit ball for 8 innings.  
In the final game, Jo-Tom’s won a nail-biter, 
7-6, to cop the title.  Mulcahy collected 2 
hits and drove in 4 runs, and Kevin Pillar 
scored the winning run.

Players on the championship team were: 
Bob Aucone, Mike Attardi, Don Applegate, 
Roger Pillar, Joe Puccio, Warren Pillar, Mark 
Gonsalves, Al Polanski, Jim Bright, Jack 
McCabe, Rich Aucone, Joe Carney, Ed Dill, 
Tim Mulcahy, Bob Clayton, Kevin Pillar.

OLV Senior September Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

first meeting of the 2010-2011 year on Friday, 
September 3, 2010 at 2PM in Monsignor 
Dalton Hall. Prior to our business meeting, 
the group will have a brief prayer service to 
start the year. After our business meeting, a 
First Aid Presentation will be presented by 
the Morgan First Aid followed by a question 
and answer session.

Sandwiches will again be offered for 
lunch. The choices are: ham and cheese, 

turkey, tuna, and eggplant. Please call Geri 
at (732) 257- 4351 no later than August 30 
with your order. There will be cake and cof-
fee served after the presentation. 

Dues for the year will also be collected. 
The cost of the dues is still $5.00. 

Please bring a non –perishable food item 
for St. Vincent de Paul’s pantry.

After the meeting, coffee and cake will 
be served.
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Blue Ribbon Winner At County Fair

Anna Harris Friberg of South Amboy proudly displays her award-winning photographs that 
captured  blue, and yellow ribbons at the recent Middlesex County Fair.  Anna’s 1st place, 
Blue Ribbon winning photo entry  was a cute shot of her great-grandson, 3-month old George 
Ryan LemMon, son of Kimberlee and Erik LemMon.  The work was titled “Bath Day.”   The 
talented photographer’s 3rd place yellow ribbon-winning  photo was of a beautiful snow 
scene shot in black and white.   Anna is also a writer/researcher on The SA Times staff.  
Congratulations, Anna!   (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Atlantic City Bus 
Trip

The Polish National Alliance Lodge 
1728, a non-profit organization  is sponsoring 
a bus trip to Trump Marina in Atlantic City 
on Sunday, Sept. 12.  Bus leaves promptly at 
10 a.m. from Sayreville Boro Hall, 167 Main 
St., Sayreville.  Stipend is $22.  Reimburse-
ments from  Casino: $25 to play & $5 food 
voucher.  Call Eddie at 732-254-7991

Sayreville 40-Year 
Reunion

Sayreville War Memorial H.S. Class of 
1970 will hold its 40th Reunion on Oct. 16th 
at the Sheraton Hotel in Raritan Center at 8 
p.m.  For complete info contact: casazz@
aol.com.

Never Fail Novena
May the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus be praise, adored and glorified 
throughout the world, now and forever.  Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for me.  St. Theresa of the Child 
Jesus, pray for me.  St. Jude, Patron of Hopeless 
Cases, pray for me and grant this favor.  I ask for 
(make request). Amen.

You have to pray this prayer 9 times a day for 9 
days and make a commitment to  publish this prayer.  
Try it and you will experience a miracle.

Ann O.

St. Mary’s In Concert
St. Mary Chamber Orchestra under the 

direction of Christopher M.C. Deibert will 
kick off its 10th season with an afternoon 
of music by Mozart on Sunday, Sept. 19, 4 
p.m. at the Crossroads Theater, 7 Livingston 
Ave., New Brunswick.  Serenade in G; Sym-
phony No. 20 in A; Symphony No. 40 in G 
minor will be concert highlights.  General 
admission tickets are $15 and are available 
by calling Chris at 732-721-0179.
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Boy Scout Camp Long Ago

Many local Boy Scouts would go to Camp Cowah each summer during the months of July 
and August.  The camp was located in north Jersey on the Delaware River, and administered 
by the county headquarters in Perth Amboy.
This photo was taken at Camp Cowah in 1950, and shows South Amboy’s Don Stratton 
(standing 4th from the left).  His friend Fred Iverson of Woodbridge is pictured (standing 3rd 
from left).  Stratton, an Eagle Scout from Troop 91, South Amboy, also was selected to join 
the elite Order of the Arrow, and served as the Camp Cowah Bugler.  In addition, he guided 
30 scouts over the Appalachian Trail every Thursday, to Camp Mohican for an overnight 
camp out.  The first man kneeling from the left was also from South Amboy.  Does anyone 
remember his name?  Please let us know.  (Photo/info courtesy of Don Stratton)

POW/MIA 24 Hour 
Vigil

The VVA Chapter 233 will hold a POW/
MIA 24-Hour Vigil on Sept. 17-18 starting 
at 12 noon on Friday, Sept. 17 at Metuchen 
Memorial Park, Rt. 27, Metuchen.  Hourly 
candle lighting will be held.   Let’s not forget 
our brothers and sisters who are still not ac-
counted for.  All are welcome to attend.

45 Years Ago
1965-Local 6-year old Colette Mancini, 

daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Mancini, ap-
peared in a mother-daughter fashion show 
at the New Jersey Pavilion at the World’s 
Fair in New York.  The clothes were shown 
through Franklin-Simon, Menlo Park.  
Colette was in 2nd grade at Sacred Heart 
School at the time.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it 
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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The center of Main Street in South Amboy looks beautiful with the new colorful flowers 
donated and planted in the divider by Tom Rogers and his father Ken Rogers, a former 
South Amboy councilman.  (Photo courtesy of Paul “Mr. B.” Bouchard) 

New Programs Offered at MCC; Still Time 
to Enroll

Students attending Middlesex County 
College this fall will find several new aca-
demic programs that have been developed. 
The College offers new degrees or certificates 
in Biotechnology, Dietetics, and Technical 
Studies, plus four new programs options in 
the liberal arts, in African-American Studies, 
Genocide and the Holocaust, Early Child-
hood Education and Philosophy.

“It’s a way of getting students and fac-
ulty with like-minded interests to connect,” 
said Steven Barnhart, chairperson of the 
Department of History and Social Science, 
which is offering the liberal arts programs. 
“We also hope to connect with civic groups 
in those areas.”

The fall semester begins September 7 
and there is still time to enroll.

In the non-credit area, the Division of 
Corporate and Community Education will 
offer five new certificate programs, includ-
ing one in partnership with the Radiography 
Department. One very interesting new 
certificate program is in Electronic Health 

Records. The federal government is mandat-
ing that medical offices and hospitals adopt 
new record-keeping technology over the next 
few years, and this brand new program will 
assist you in learning the new technology 
and protocol.

To enroll or for more information, visit 
www.middlesexcc.edu. From August 23 
through September 10, the College Admis-
sions Office will have extended hours: 8:30 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Friday.

Summer Clearance!
The Dowdell Library of South Amboy 

is having a blow-out book and audio book 
sale through Labor Day. Just fill up a bag 
(provided by the library) for only $5!

Library hours are Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday 9 am – 8 pm; Wednesday and 
Friday 9 am – 5 pm.  Contact the library at 
732.721.6060 or comments@dowdell.org.  
Directions: www.dowdell.org
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Where Have You Gone?

Charlie Stevenson-A former South Amboy resident and St. Mary’s High School graduate 
in the Class of 1963, he retired in 2002 after 35 years as a Middle School English teacher 
in New Hampshire.  Charlie has been a volunteer fireman in Greenfield, NH  for 30 years, 
including Fire Warden for 20 years, and Rescue Chief for 12 years.  He’s still active in the 
department as a driver and pump operator.  He is married to the former Linnea Friberg of 
South Amboy, and is the son-in-law of Anna Harris Friberg, SA Times Staff Writer/Researcher.  
Charlie and Linnea have 3 children, Ian, Jenny, and Anne.  (Photo/story by Anna Harris 
Friberg)

Knights Spaghetti Dinner
The Knights of Columbus is holding a 

Spaghetti Dinner on Sept. 30 at South Amboy 
K of C Council 426 on Fourth St.  Help sup-
port your local Knights of Columbus.   Doors 
open at 7 p.m., and dinner will be served at 
7:30 p.m.  The menu consists of Spaghetti 
& Meatballs; Spaghetti & Sausage; Grilled 
Chicken Caesar Salad; vegetable dishes as 
well.  Tickets are Family of 3 or more-$30; 
Adults-$12; Seniors $8; Kids-$5.  There will 

be door prizes and a 50-50 Raffle.The Dinner 
is sponsored by Home Savings of America.  
Banker Larry Szabo will briefly touch upon 
a few programs which can help you save 
money on your monthly mortgage, and 
also purchase a home for little or no money 
down, as well as acquire funds to renovate or 
remodel your home without adding another 
monthly payment.  Call and buy tickets today: 
Bill Wanko 732-766-0065.

Pilgrimage/Christmas Concert
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a bus trip to the Padre Pio Shrine in Barto, 
Pennsylvania on Sunday, November 28, 
2010. The bus will leave the OLV lower 
parking lot at 9:30AM and return at 5:30PM. 

The cost of the trip is $30.00 a person and 
includes the bus, concert, and light refresh-
ments. Please bring a brown bag lunch. For 
reservations call Geri at 732-257-4351 no 
later than November 21, 2010.
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Fall Dinner
Sept. 18

Golden Rule Christian Center at Trinity 
United Methodist Church of 815 Bordentown 
Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy is holding a 
Fall Dinner on Sat., Sept. 18th from 4:30-7 
p.m.  Full course dinner includes potatoes, 
vegetables, rolls and butter, beverage and 
homemade desserts.  Take out dinners are 
available.  Tickets are $15 for adults, $6 for 
children ages 5-12, and under 5 are FREE.  
Please call the School at 732-721-3887 for 
more info.

Shore Gate 
Meetings

Shore Gate 2010 Board of Directors 
meetings from August through December 
will be held the 3rd Wed. of every month at 
7 p.m. in the Community Room.  An agenda 
will be posted 48 hours prior to the meeting.  
The following are the meeting dates: Aug. 18; 
Sept. 15; Oct. 20; Nov. 17; Dec. 15.

“Blast From The 
Past”

Sayreville’s “Blast From The Past” 
Classic Car Show and Music featuring live 
Rock ‘n’ Roll bands, will be held on Sat., 
Sept. 18th from 5-10 p.m. at Kennedy Park, 
on Washington Rd. in Sayreville.  Refresh-
ments will be available at the Food Court.  
For info call 732-390-7092/7096.

Pictured is the new traffic light at the intersection of Bordentown Ave. and South Broadway 
in South Amboy.  The very busy and dangerous intersection should be much safer now for 
drivers and pedestrians.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Operation Take 
Back- Sept. 25

Operation Take Back will be held on 
Sat., Sept. 25 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
South Amboy Senior Center, 108 South 
Stevens Ave., South Amboy.   This program, 
sponsored by the U.S. Dept. of Justice, 
DEA, and City of South Amboy Police 
Dept.  in conjunction with the Middlesex 
County Prosecutor’s Office allows locals 
to bring in all unwanted medications, pills, 
prescriptions, hypodermic needles, and 
whatever else you want to clean out of your 
medicine cabinets, so it doesn’t fall into the 
wrong hands.  For more info call Det. David 
Keegan at 732-525-5944.
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Country music icon, Willie Nelson, and Family recently turned in an outstanding concert at 
Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank.  Notice Willie’s new haircut.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Willie Nelson Still Super
By Tom Burkard

County music legend/actor Willie Nel-
son and Family recently performed at Count 
Basie Theatre in nearby Red Bank, and put 
on one of the finest concerts any country 
music fan could ever hope to witness.    

Willie, now 77 years young and sporting 
a new look, since having his braids cut off 
not too long ago, was simply superb as he 
and his “Family” band played over 30 songs 
through the 90 minute show, featuring many 
hits, ranging from his early beginnings to 
more current songs.  He opened the show 
with “Whiskey River,” and also performed 
“Funny How Time Slips Away,” “On The 
Road Again,” “Bloody Mary Morning,” 
“Angel Flying Too Close To The Ground,” 
“Mamas Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up 
To Be Cowboys,” “Good Hearted Woman,” 
Me And Bobby McGee,” “Me And Paul,” 
“Blue Eyes Crying In The Rain,” “Georgia,” 
“Nightlife,” “Crazy,” the 1982 CMA Award 
winning Single of the Year, “Always On My 
Mind,” and many more terrific numbers.    

His waist long, reddish braided hair 
had been cut for the first time in 25 years, 
and Willie described his new hairdo as “the 
haircut heard around the world.”  He started 
off the evening wearing a black cowboy hat, 
and later switched to different bandanas, 
which he wore around his head for awhile, 
and then tossed to the excited crowd for 
souvenirs.

Nelson’s voice sounded as sharp as 
ever, and his lead guitar riffs were absolutely 
perfect.  “The Red Headed Stranger,” as he 
is called in country circles and his Family, 

a six-piece band that featured his sister on 
piano, came through with flying colors, 
and delighted the packed house at Count 
Basie.

Immediately after singing the final lyrics 
to the last song of the evening, the uplifting 
spiritual “I Saw The Light,” Willie, who has 
a heart as big as Texas, went to the front of 
the stage, and for 10 minutes, signed count-
less autographs on old record album covers, 
photos, and whatever his adoring fans handed 
to him. In addition, he also took the time to 
shake hands, while exchanging pleasantries 
with the crowd.  This was a great gesture on 
Willie’s part, especially when you consider 
that most of today’s celebrities would never 
take the time to give something back to their 
fans, such as autographs or even a handshake 
or kind word. 

Rumbles From The ‘98
Rock ‘N’ Roll Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski

A big welcome to The SA Times newest 
contributing Staff Writer, The Rev. Buck 
Daddy Flash with his Rock and Rant column 
in the July issue.  Stay tuned.

Wow, where’s the Summer  goin’?  Don’t 
forget kiddies, Sat. Sept. 18th at Kennedy 
Park- “Cars and Guitars,” 2nd Annual “Blast 
From The Past” Custom Car, bike, and Hot 
Rod Show, with DJ Richie Flash, and The 
Just Us Cruisers Car Club.  Roger John-
son and The Hubcaps, and North Jersey’s 
own “Just Cruisin” rock ‘n’ roll from 5-10 
p.m.  Sponsored by Mr. Jerry Ust and the 
Sayreville Recreation Dept.  For info call 
732-824-2019.  Shine up your “toy” and 
bring it down- No entry fee, plus trophies 
in all classes.  And the “Big News”…Yup, 
it’s official.  Thanks to Mel Meszaros and 
Nick DeBiase, the original “Rockdaddys,” 
Fran, Tim, Emmy, Rich and Clem will be 
at the Centro Lounge on a special reunion 
date of Sunday, Oct. 31st from 4-8 p.m.  A 
great way to get into the season change and 
get out on a Sunday afternoon.  Doors open 
at 3 p.m. with a buffet and DJ.  Word has it 

“Elvis” will be making an appearance, with 
lots of other cool stuff to be announced later 
in the Sept. issue.  So spread the work, this 
is gonna be fun.  Word has it there will be 
some “Special Guests” appearing on stage 
with the Daddys, so, be there!  Real rock ‘n’ 
roll from the 50’s thru the 70’s, and oh yeah, 
The Rockdaddy-ettes, oh my, how could 
you sit home watching the weather channel?  
Hope to see all of our friends there.

Speaking of The Centro Night Club, 
their monthly legendary Clubs Reunions 
continue with “Trax” appearing on Friday, 
Aug. 27th and “Sounds of the Streets” on 
Friday, Sept. 25th.  Keep checkin’ The SA 
Times for more info.  And September’s issue 
will have surprise info on The Rockdaddys 
Reunion.

And in closing, congrats and great 
job to Mike Toth and all the bravest from 
Independence Engine and Hose Co. #1 for a 
great day at their 11th Annual Car Show/Flea 
Market on Sunday, Aug. 1st.  Nice turnout of 
cars and people.  And thanks to Mr. Chuck 
Pickard for the “Joke of the Day.”

#1 Country Hits On 
Aug. 28

1991-You Know Me Better Than That-
George Strait

1982-Fool Hearted Memory-George 
Strait

1977-Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes 
Blue-Crystal  Gayle

1964-Dang Me-Roger Miller
1958-Blue Blue Day-Don Gibson

#1 Pop Hits On 
Aug. 28
1995-Kiss From A Rose-Seal
1983-Every Breath You Take-The Police
1979-My Sharona-The Knack
1962-The Loco-Motion-Little Eva
1959-The Three Bells-The Browns

Music Trivia
Summer
By Tom Burkard

1.__A Summer Song a.Jerry Keller
2.__Summer In The City b.Percy Faith Orchestra
3.__Summertime c.Blue Cheer
4.__Here Comes Summer d.Johnny Rivers
5.__Theme From A Summer Place e.War
6.__Summer of ’69 f.Billy Stewart
7.__Summer Wind g.LFO
8.__Summer h.The Lovin’ Spoonful
9.__Summer Breeze i.Chad & Jeremy
10._Summer Girls j.Bryan Adams
11._Summer Rain k.Seals & Crofts
12._Summertime Blues l.Frank Sinatra

Answers
1i 2h 3f 4a 5b 6j 7l 8e 9k 10g 11d 12c.

Rock And Rant
By Rev. Buck Daddy Flash

This month we pay homage to the 
American working stiff.  Labor Day being 
my third favorite holiday behind Thanksgiv-
ing and Memorial Day deserves 2 songs.  
“Working Class Hero” by John Lennon, and 
“Take This Job And Shove It” by Johnny 
Paycheck.  This is the unofficial end of 
summer.  White is no longer allowed to be 
worn, school will thankfully be in session, 
and we will all be stuck behind a school bus 
on the student/teacher congested roads.  John 
Lennon, who proclaimed to be more popular 
than Jesus, took his time to write a forthright 
song to the parents of all his fans.  Without 
them, the kids would have had no money to 
buy Beatles merchandise.  We are all working 
class heroes by our own standards.  We do 
our jobs, pay our dues, and raise our families 
in order to make the U.S. a better place to 
live.  We are the backbone.  We all can use 
one day off from this 40 plus hour grind.  
We need to be thankful for the jobs we have, 
and to pray for our brothers and sisters to no 
longer be unemployed.  We should celebrate 
this summer’s end with some close friends, 
good beers, and great times.  So, enjoy your 
3-day weekend! 

Save the Date!
Saturday evening, November 20th at St. 

Stan’s School gym, 225 MacArthur Avenue, 
Sayreville.

Dinner and show featuring Bobby Valli, 
brother of the very famous Frankie Valli 
and the Four Seasons.  Bobby sings many 
songs made famous by his brother, along 
with songs he has performed with various 
other groups.

You will be in for a very enjoyable 
evening.  Call early to reserve a table for you 
and your friends.  Call the Church office at 
732-254-0212.
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The Brooklyn Keys rock ‘n’ roll band feature a lineup loaded with musical talent.  Seated 
(l-r) Elmo Maisonet and Doreen Rose.  Standing (l-r) Vince Conigliaro, Ron Mokar, Bob 
Ligotino, Jerry Mokar, Howard Paull.  (Photo submitted)
Note: Ed “Whitey” Dill has replaced Vince Conigliaro.  

Locals Survived  Woodstock In ‘69
By Ralph Scully

Ralph Scully

Four St. Mary’s H.S. graduates drove 
to upstate New York, and became a part of 
history while attending the legendary Wood-
stock Music Festival in August 1969.  At the 
time, Gene Cross, and Maurice Nadeau were 
recent 1969 St. Mary’s grads, who took the 
trip with Ralph Scully ’67, and the late Tom 
“T.C.” Conlon ’67.

 Ralph Scully took the time to recall and 
write down his memories of what happened 
on that historic weekend. 
Friday Night: The Trip Up There

It was pouring rain the whole way to 
New York.  We rode in Maurice’s old blue 
Oldsmobile.  Somewhere in New York State, 
we got a flat tire, and I remember all of us 
changing a tire in the rain.  Not fun, and a bit 
of a real prediction of the bad luck to come 
on the weekend.

We finally arrived after midnight, and 
there were cars everywhere.  We pulled off 
where we could and pitched a tent in the 
rain along the road.  We didn’t know it at 
the time, but we were about 10 miles from 
the concert site.
Saturday Morning: The Trip To The 
Concert

The roads were packed all the way to the 
concert site.  We started to walk and people 
literally were laying on the hoods, roofs, and 
trunks of cars.  Everything was bumper to 
bumper, moving at maybe 5 miles per hour.  
The roads were full of people and NY State 
Troopers were everywhere, smiling and en-
joying the peaceful morning.  It must have 
taken 3-4 hours to arrive at the concert.

Saturday Afternoon: The Concert
I will never forget cresting the hill at 

the top of the concert site and seeing people, 
people, and more people.  There must have 
been 200,000 to 300,000 people on that 
hill.  The song I’ll never forget Santana 
(Who the heck were they?)  was playing 
“Jingo.”  Amazingly, I am listening to the 
“Jingo,” recording from Woodstock on the 

Internet as I write this.  I don’t think that 
microprocessor computers were invented 
in 1969, who would have thought about the 
Internet?  Everyone looks so young on the 
YouTube video of Woodstock.  The electric 
mix of so many people and the driving Latin 
beat of Santana was totally intoxicating.  
Santana played for about 1-2 hours in the 
hot sun.  We all listened; there was literally 
no place to go anyway.  I know there were 
other artists playing all thru the night until 
11:00 when we left, but I only remember 
Santana and always will.
Sunday Afternoon: The Thunderstorm

We were sitting and relaxing, listening to 
the music, and a THUNDERSTORM came 
up.  For about an hour, an unbelievable squall 
hit the concert site.  Everyone shouted “No 
rain…No rain…No rain…” But rain it did 
and guess what?  There was no placed for 
about 300,000 people on the side of the hill 
to go to.  I have been in a thunderstorm on 
top of Mt. Evans in Colorado, with lightning 
striking below me at 12,000 feet, but no storm 
I have experienced had the impact of that 
storm.  Afterwards, a few hundred people 
slid down the mudslide of what used to be 
a hill.  Fun to watch, and the music started 
again.  Also, it got cooler out.
Sunday Night Surprise

We all returned to the campsite to dis-
cover that Maurice’s car had been stolen.  
Along with the entire tent, camping gear, 
food, clean clothes, and just about everything 
we brought.  Everyone looked at me (Why 
me, can’t you guys talk?) and appointed me 
as negotiator to get us a free cottage room 
close by.  I gave a sob story and got a set of 
keys for a dry, warm room.  Now I know why 
I have been in sales for almost 40 years.
Monday Morning And Evening: 
Homeward Bound

We hitched into Monticello, NY, bought 
some bus tickets to the Port Authority Bus 
Terminal, and bused home to South Amboy.  
Gene kept rambling on the bus about this 
being the adventure of our lives.  Maybe 
Gene was right, but I did not feel adventur-
ous.  Walking up the street, everyone asked, 
“How was it?  Did you know they closed the 
Thruway?  You were on the 11:00 news.”  I 
said, “Long story, how about if I get some 
sleep and we all talk in the morning?”  I did 
not feel much like a celebrity.
About Ralph

Ralph Scully lives in Naperville, IL with 
his wife of 25 years, Terry.  His son, Holden 
went to Arizona State and lives in Tempe, AZ, 
and is an architect.  A daughter Catherine is 
an EMT, Personal Trainer, and will enter the 
US Marine Corps in December to specialize 
in firefighting.  Ralph sells large chemical 
plants for a living and will probably never 
retire.  He is passionate about physical fitness 
in general, running in charitable events and 
teaching youth Sunday School at his local 
church for the past 20 years.

*A special “THANK YOU” to Ralph 
Scully for enlightening all of The SA Times 
readers on what the original 1969 Woodstock 
was really like!  Great job, Ralph!!! 

Last Chance for Ads
The 125th Anniversary Ad Journal 

Committee has extended the deadline for 
purchasing an ad in the Ad Journal to Sunday, 
August 31, 2010. The price of the ads are: 
$200.00 for a full page, $100.00 for a half-
page, $75.00 for a quarter page, Business 
cards are $50.00, and $10.00 for a Benefac-
tor. For information or to place an ad, please 
contact Michael at 732-727-7639.

Broadway “Idol” 
Open Mic  Night

The South Amboy Dept. of Recreation’s 
Broadway “Idol” Open Mic Night has been 
rescheduled for Sept. 9 at 6 p.m. at the Train 
Station on Broadway.  Auditions will be 
held Thursday, Sept. 2nd from 5-7 p.m. at 
the Senior Center on Stevens Ave.  Can you 
sing, dance, or have comic ability or any 
other talent you want to share?  All talents 
are welcome to audition.

Please sign up by e-mailing your name, 
address, and phone number along with your 
talent and what you will perform to:  events@
southamboynj.gov.  You will be contacted 
and given an audition time.  Sign up today 
and see if you are the “Broadway Idol!” 

Brooklyn Keys Feature Locals
By Clem Skarzynski

Staten Island’s own Brooklyn Keys have 
been blessed with 4 talented  Jersey Boys 
to round out their new show.  You guessed 

it…Former bandmates of Sayreville’s own 
Collage, have now joined up with some hot 
N.Y. talent, fronted by Elmo Maisonet and 
Doreen Rose on lead vocals.  Jerry Mokar, 
Ron Mokar, Ed “Whitey” Dill and Bob Ligo-
tino, are now the nucleus of the band’s sound, 
along with Keys original drummer Howard 
Paull to for the Brooklyn Keys.  Together 
since ’98, they do Swing, Doo Wop, Rock 
‘N’ Roll and Disco.  A great all-around party 
band, contact them at 718-351-5425.

Reunion of Brothers-For the first time in more than 30 years, the Kukulski brothers, played 
golf together at Cranbury Golf Course.  Pictured (l-r) Rick, Ray (Proprietor of Lagoda’s Saloon 
with his wife, Anne), Bob, and Ron.   Everyone had a great time, and shared countless 
stories and memories.  (Photo/Info submitted)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

Glory Days in
Local Sports

1950-Neptune hammered 
Hoffman, 12-7 in baseball.  Jerry 

Covell blasted a grand slam 
home run.  1965-Sayreville’s 

Frank Strazynski ran the 220 in 23.0 to 
break the Bombers school record.  1976-
Sayreville stopped East Brunswick, 6-2 on 
the baseball diamond.  Mike White orbited 
a home run to support winning pitcher Bob 
Nelson.  1982-St. Mary’s star cross country 
runner Virginia Zaleski captured the Paro-
chial B state championship.  1997-South 
Amboy slaughtered Mother Seton in softball, 
17-2.  Freshman Nicole Magnifico was the 
winning pitcher and smashed a three-base 
hit.  2002-Cardinal McCarrick beat New 
Brunswick, 4-2 behind winning pitcher Ed 
Fulham, who tossed a 4-hitter, struck out 5, 
and drilled a double.

T.H.E. 
Game
Year-1985
Sport-Softball
Teams-Hoffman (8-2) vs. St. Mary’s 
(5-1) Game #2 City Series
Recap-The Lady Guvs, who were blasted, 
16-5 by the Lady Eagles in Game #1 of the 
City Series, bounced back for an easy 10-3 
victory over their cross-town rivals.  Kim 
Schuck fired a 1-hitter to register the big 
“W.”  Tricia Popowski ripped a single and 
triple, Cindy DeFort ripped a triple, Lynn 
Ust drove in a run with a sac fly, and Lisa 
Smith knocked in a run with an infield single.  
Errors, walks and wild pitches, combined 
with good base running and bunting by the 
Purple & Gold help to build their lead to 
8-0 by the third inning.
MVP-Kim Schuck.Tim Tice sent us this great photo and mentioned that, “The year is 1963, the second summer 

for the Frog Hollow Swim Team.  Steve Flanagan, a lifeguard, coached the team in its initial 
season, and we had a few scrimmage meets.  In ’63, the club hired Roy Nichols, who was 
a diver at Rutgers University.  He’s easily visible as the adult with the white towel on his 
shoulder, and coached the team for two seasons.  Judging by the fact that his clothing is 
wet, Frog Hollow must have won this meet as it was common practice at the time to push 
the coach in after a win.  Notice also the lack of any racing suits on the swimmers.  They 
came in later seasons.  According to the notes on the back of the original photo, some 
kids in the picture are (l-r) Neil O’Connor, John Coan, Gail Carney, Tom “Tee” O’Connell, 
Colleen Stramback, Coach Roy, Sue Harrigan, Tim Tice, Frank Seaman, Mary Jane Toolan, 
Peggy O’Connell, Pat Stramback, Karen Kreiger, Ron Stramback (eyes closed, partially 
obscured), Reggie Carney, Susan Toolan, Dick O’Brien, Brian Kreiger, Lucille Coan (Partially 
obscured).”  (Photo/All information and names, courtesy of Tim Tice) 

Bombers Football: Opening Day
1950

Sayreville devastated Lakewood, 
39-0 in the first game of the season.  Stan 
Bonczek turned in an unbelievable perfor-
mance, by blasting into the end zone for 5 
touchdowns!
1952

Coach Vince Abbatiello returned after a 
1-year hiatus, and Sayreville nailed Netcong, 
25-6, to start the ’52 campaign on the right 
foot.  Quarterback Walt Kurczewski fired 

touchdown strikes of 18 yards to Joe Rudy, 
and a 58-yard bomb to Charlie Kolb.  Paul 
Herrick broke loose for 2 TD runs of 13 
and 20 yards in a most memorable season 
opener.  
1953

The Sayreville Bombers lost a heart-
breaking 6-0 opening day contest to Lake-
wood.  Raniero “Renny” Travisano turned 
in the offensive play of the day, by breaking 
loose for a 35-yard punt return.

Frog Hollow Dive 
Team

The 2010 springboard dive team for 
Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club more 
than doubled in size from last year and 
also doubled in diving ability.  Divers that 
last year were only doing front flips were 
now doing front 1 ½ and double front flips.  
Despite growing in size the team still has 
a close knit friendship among all the div-
ers with them encouraging each other and 
helping each other.  Some of the notable 
divers for the 2010 season are Angela Tra-
montana, Sky Marjamaa, Eva Kottakis, 
Vincent Rebak, Justin Noon, Denis Noon, 
Anthony Tramontanaa, Dylan Quinones, 
Taylor Marjamaa, Sarah Gulick, Stephanie 
Morris, Ryan Russell, Alyxa Olsen, Sidney 
Marjamaa, Mike Astarita, Tyler Sullivan, 
Erica Stolte, and Brandon Kirk.  A special 
congratulation goes to Kasper Muczulski for 
winning his age group at championships and 
to Matt Regean for giving it his all for the 
springboard dive team for the 5 years that 
he dove.  Matt will be attending Rutgers 
University in the fall.

Eagles Top Football 
Players
2000’s

Billy Wagner.
1930’s

Tom Scully.

Joe Biesiada, 97, of Parlin died on Aug. 
8.  He managed in the South Amboy Little 
Fellas League from the late 1950’s thru the 
early 60’s.  Mr. Biesiada was a good guy and 
fine manager, and I was lucky to play for his 
teams, P.B.A., English Sunoco, and English 
Chevron.  In 4 years, he turned the team 
around from a dead –last (0-18) finish in 1960, 
to the National League pennant winners in 
’63, beating the great Tom Kelly’s Enterprise 
club on the final game of the regular season 
to cop the crown. (Photo Submitted)

Sayreville’s Greatest Football
Players In History?

Sayreville High School has an extremely 
rich history of outstanding football players.  
The following is a list of the Bombers greatest 
players by decades.  All of the players listed 
were 1st Team All-County choices or 1st, 2nd 
or 3rd team All-State picks.  Also if they set 
any major records or led the county in any 
offensive categories, they are listed.  If we 
missed anyone because we did not have the 
above mentioned information, please let us 
know, and we will update our high school 
sports archives.  
2000’s 

David Milewski, Basim Fain, Daryl 
Stephenson, Delon Stephenson, Tyler Dan-
ielsen, James DeMild, Javon Hodges, Mike 
McLafferty, Reinaldo Rodriguez, Michael 
Knight, Herbie Nieves, Shaune Thomas, 
Bobby Woods, Jason Lefkowitz, Ron Con-
nors, Mark Poore, Carmine Serignese, Keith 
Simpkins, Gary Andrewshetsko, Junior 
Jabbe, Matt Pagoda.
1990’s

Brandon Hoyte, Yazid Jackson, Ken 
Rayhon.
1980’s

No names available at present
1970’s

Steve Scillitani
1960’s

Matt Anderson, Rich Webb, Gary 
George, Mike Gigliello, Ed Gorchinski, 
John Karlowitz, John Tyskiewicz, Jim Bo-

gaczyk.
1950’s

Tom “Red” Michaels, Joe Klimkowski, 
Rich Kornacki, James Knox, Stan Pawelek, 
Paul Herrick, Joe Rudy, Walt Kurczeski, John 
Sinuk, Charlie Kolakowski.
1940’s

Paul Janocha, Joe Januszewski, Bob 
Mytnick, Ted Gutkowski, John Kotarski.

Coach Vince Abbatiello coached the 
Bombers to 3 unbeaten state championship 
seasons in 1941, 1946, and 1949.

Diamond Dust
1970
South Amboy Little Fellas League
Enterprise 2 Modern Trans 0-Mike 

Kelly was the winning pitcher.  John Pyon-
teck ripped 2 hits for Trans.

South Amboy Babe Ruth League
Independence 3 SA Trust 2-Tom Diem 

hurled a fine game for the victory.
Raritan River Railroad 2 SA Trust 

0-Winning pitcher Wayne Kreiger fired a 
brilliant 2-hitter.

SA Trust 12 Komars 5-Billy D’Amico 
hammered a double, triple and home run 
to knock in 5 and support winning pitcher 
Rudy Neumann.

South Amboy Slow Pitch Softball
Bottle Stop 10 Mike’s Corner 9-Jerry 

Drill drilled 4 hits, and Henny Conroy was 
the winning pitcher.

J & B Trucking 18 Enterprise 10-Bill 
“Monk” Wozniak stroked 4 hits, and winning 
pitcher Edwin Witkowski ripped 3 hits.

Morgan AA Midget League
Morgan Lions 2 Harrison Realty 0-Mark 

Evaldi was the winning pitcher.
Bonieski Agency 9 Morgan Pharmacy 

5-Winning pitcher Rick Peters struck out 
12 and blasted a grand slam homer.  Tom 
Weinman orbited a long grand slam home 
run for the Pharmacy.

Harrison Realty 5 Morgan Pharmacy 
0-Winning pitcher was Charlie DeCarlo, 
while Bruce Marcinczyk laced 2 hits.

Little League Legends-John Berry (l) was 
the first winning pitcher in South Amboy Little 
League history on May 9, 1952, as his team, 
Weiss Clothing Outlet defeated First Aid, 7-0.  
George Selover  (r) was his catcher.  The 
battery mates were also teammates on the 
Hoffman High School baseball club in the late 
1950’s.  John recalled “Mayor Olsen using my 
glove to throw out the first ball.”  Complete 
details and lineups of the first game in South 
Amboy history can be found in the July issue, 
page 18.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

35 Years Ago
1975-The South Amboy Sabres Pop 

Warner Football Midgets team blasted Frank-
lin, 33-0.  John Munck scored 2 touchdowns, 
both on 2-yd. runs, Mike Attardi broke loose 
for a 15-yd. TD run, quarterback Alex Mac-
Neil fired a 25-yd. touchdown strike to Paul 
Bergin, and Ray Kreiger raced for a 14-yd. 
TD run for Coach Picchini’s club.

125th Anniversary 
Golf Classic

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School will hold its 125th Anniversary Golf 
Classic on Sept. 22nd at Pebble Creek Golf 
Course, Colts Neck, NJ.  Registration is at 
7:30 a.m., and there will be a 9 a.m. Shotgun 
Start.  Cost is $125 per golfer and includes 
breakfast, golf and cart, BBQ lunch and door 
prizes!  Register as a Golfer or Sponsor at 
www.cardinalmccarrick.com.
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WWW.?July Winners
As expected many readers correctly 

identified last month’s mystery photo 
as Frank’s Automotive Service that was 
previously located on the corner of South 
Broadway and Bordentown Ave.  The busi-
ness has recently moved to Oak Street in the 
Melrose section of Sayreville.  A few of the 
contest entrants used previous owners names 
of the business including Pillar’s; Johnny 
Cheer Texaco Station; Beany Lambertson’s; 
Jim’s Garage (owned and operated by Jim 
Ostrander).  All the answers were correct.  
When entering the contest you should be 
sure to include your full name, and also 
the name of the business or structure in the 
photo.  People have just been submitting 
location, and that is not within our contest 

rules.  You must submit the name, current 
or previous.

Congratulations to the winners!   They 
are Marian Mills, Joanne Niestempski, W. 
Tom Kross, Claire Kuhn, Bill & Pat Scully, 
Chelle Martin, Ken Rogers, Estelle Pluskota, 
Lois Larkin, Elaine Zonak, Michael Green-
haus, Chuck Pickard, Charles Kampo, Peggy 
Yuhas, Bob Letts, Bill Welsh, Janet Kern, 
Mary Agnes Morris, Ginny Pszolka, Joe 
Blaha, Donald Bruhn, Annette Allen, Tony 
& Peggy Mocarski, Lynn Loy.

Jersey Shore 
Winners

The three photos last month of Jersey 
Shore locations, taken by Tom Burkard were: 
1. Paramount Theater/Convention Hall, in 
Asbury Park; 2. Wonder Bar in Asbury Park; 
3. Great Auditorium in Ocean Grove.  Only 
two people correctly identified all three.  
Terry Kelly, who told us that she’s an “Avid 
SA Times reader,” and Gary Muska tied for 
1st place.  Bob Letts got 2 out of 3, failing 
to correctly identify the name of The Great 
Auditorium, to finish 3rd place.  Congratu-
lations to all!

MCC All Americans
Six athletes from Middlesex County 

College have been named to the Academic 
All-America team for the 2009-2010 aca-
demic year. To qualify, they must have a 
3.6 grade point average with at least 45 
credits.

“We are very proud of our athletes and 
are thrilled that they are succeeding both 
on the field and in the classroom,” said 
Bob Wisniewski, the athletic director at 
Middlesex.
The student-athletes are:
Marissa DellaValle (South River), Softball
Christopher Mooney (Milltown), Baseball
Mark Parisen (South Amboy), Track and 
Field
Jonathan Siswo (Port Reading), Baseball
Paul Zygmund (Fords), Baseball
Vincent DeSario (Edison), Golf, who re-
ceived the award posthumously.

Do you know what this place is, and where it’s located in South Amboy or Sayreville?  Send 
your answers in to: thesatimes@aol.com.  Good luck, it’s a toughie!

Back 2 School Jam
OMI Worldwide, a non-profit organi-

zation that specializes in youth develop-
ment, is holding a “Back 2 School Jam” 
on Aug. 29, in South Amboy, providing 
entertainment and free school supplies and 
haircuts sponsored by Broadway Barbers 
and Vintage Hair Salon for children and 
youth in need in order get them ready for 
the start of school. The event is from 12 to 
6 p.m. at 228 Cedar St. in South Amboy. 
Each child will receive a backpack full 
of school supplies on behalf of OMI. 
There will be live performances by Baby 

Triggy, Jenna Rose of Lunch Box Re-
cords and music provided by DJ Xplo-
sion. In addition, a pair of Uneaks custom 
sneakers will be given away every hour. 
Established in 2003, OMI’s purpose is 
to instill resiliency skills in at-risk youth 
in hopes that they will become produc-
tive members of society. The organiza-
tion provides opportunities that focus 
on the entire mind, body, soul and spirit. 
For  information:  www.omiworld-
w i d e . o r g  o r  i n f o @ o m i w o r l d -
wide .o rg .  Phone :  877 -749-6775 
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Allie Clark was glad to oblige writer Frank 
Hunt’s wish to see him in a Cleveland Indians 
baseball hat.  Many SA Times readers are now 
asking when Frank will reveal his true identity, 
and use his real name rather than his pen 
name of Hunt.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

I Get A Baseball History Lesson
By Frank Hunt

Awhile back, I found myself in the 
great city of Cleveland, Ohio.  It was hot 
during my stay in the city-by- the- lake, 
so one night I went into a local bar to cool 
off with a few “brewskis.”  I sat down on 
a stool at the bar to watch the TV showing 
the hometown Cleveland Indians baseball 
team in action.

Two “seasoned citizens” sat adjacent to 
me.  I commented to them that the “Tribe” 
wasn’t doing so good lately.  The codgers 
agreed, then spoke in substance as follows: 
“Yeah, that’s so, but we were lucky to see 
the greatest Indian team of them all, the 

1948 World Champion Cleveland Indians!  
What a team!

The playing manager was shortstop Lou 
Boudreau, ’48 American League MVP, he hit 
.355!  He was some leader!  Second baseman 
“Acrobatic” Joe Gordon, 32 home runs and 
124 RBI.  Third baseman was Ken Keltner, 
31 HR’s, and he’s the guy who stopped Joe 
DiMaggio’s streak in 1941 with his great 
fielding.  On the mound we had 100 MPH 
fastball pitcher “Rapid Robert” Bob Feller 
and 20-game winners, Bob Lemon and Gene 
Beardon.  Behind the plate, Jim Hegan was 
the best defensive catcher in baseball!  These 
were the big stars on that team, but the rest 
of the 1948 Indians were top-notch also.  
Incidentally, Boudreau, Gordon, Feller and 
Lemon were all Hall of Famers!”

When the old Indian fans finally wound 
down with their accolades about the ’48 
champs, I said, “Hey, a guy from my home-
town, South Amboy, N.J. , Allie Clark played 
on that team. “  The oldsters looked at me 
with renewed interest and stated, “Allie 
Clark, yeah, he was a hard-hitting outfielder 
on that team, and we saw him get big hits 
many times for our Indians.  He was a fine 
ballplayer!”

When I left the friendly atmosphere of 
Larry’s Bar on Euclid Ave. that night, I was 
filled with admiration for the 1948 World 
Champion Cleveland Indians.  So, come 
on Allie (AKA: Alfie) Clark, take off that 
Yankee cap and put on the “Happy Warrior” 
cap in honor of the 1948 World Champion 
Cleveland Indians-your team and wear it 
proudly!

125th Anniversary 
Dinner Dance

Our Lady of Victories 125th Anniver-
sary Dinner Dance will be held on Sunday, 
September 26, 2010 from 3PM – 8PM at 
the Reception Center at St. Clement in Ma-
tawan< New Jersey. The dinner dance will be 
comprised of a Cocktail Hour, Dinner, Des-
sert Table, and a 5 hour Premium Open Bar. 
A DJ will provide entertainment throughout 
the evening. The price of the dinner dance is 
$75.00 a person. Reservations are required. 
Please call Geri at (732) 257-4351 or Col-
leen at (732) 251- 5949. Tickets are also 
available at the pastoral center during office 
hours. The deadline for ticket purchases is 
September 12, 2010.

Christmas Show 
at American Music 
Theater

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a bus trip to the American Music Theater 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania on Wednesday, 
November 3, 2010. The bus will leave the 
OLV lower parking lot at 9AM and return 
at 8PM. The cost of the trip is $80.00 a per-
son which includes bus transportation, the 
show, smorgasbord lunch at Shady Maple, 
and light refreshments. For reservations call 
Geri Kabara at 732-257-4351 no later than 
October 1, 2010.

Eagle 
Commemorative 
Plaza

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s HS is 
currently constructing an Eagle Commemo-
rative Plaza on South Stevens Ave.  You may 
now purchase a paver that will remember a 
loved one, commemorate an entire family, 
mark your year of graduation, remember the 
accomplishments of a certain team or give a 
present to a graduate.  6” x 9” Paver-4 lines-
$150; 12” x 12” Paver-6 lines-$300.  Checks 
should be made payable to CMHS/Pavers.  
Send to: CMHS/St. Mary’s Pavers, 310 
Augusta St., South Amboy, NJ 08879. 

Cardinal McCarrick/
St. Mary’s
125th Anniversary

An Opening Mass and Opening Cer-
emony for Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 
High School will be held on Sept. 10th at St. 
Mary’s Church starting at 10 a.m.  The school 
will be celebrating its 125th Anniversary 
this year, and the doors officially opened 
for St. Mary’s High School on September 
12, 1885.
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Congratulations to Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1, Mike Toth (Wearing hat) and 
everyone who helped make the 11th Annual Antique Car Show/Flea Market a major success 
once again!  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Thanks To All Who Helped,
The Independence Day Celebration at 

Kennedy Park was a huge success!  It took 
the coordination of the Borough’s Deptart-
ments to make this event happen.  Thanks 
to all the departments involved, Adminis-
tration, DPW, especially the Parks Dept., 
the Sayreville Police, The Police Auxiliary, 
Sayreville Fire Department, and Sayreville 
First Aid.  The Recreation Advisory Board 
and the Independence Day Committee for 
all their hard work and to all our sponsors 
for their financial support, we couldn’t have 
provided the show that we did without your 
support, thank you!  Thank you the Mayor 
and Council for supporting this event.  Last, 
but not least, thank you to all the residents 
of Sayreville for supporting this event; it 
truly has become Sayreville’s spectacular 
yearly event!

2010 Sponsors: Sayreville Seaport 
Assoc. LP, Neptune Power Ventures LLC, 
CME Assoc., Maxor Plus, Amboy Bank, 
Columbia Bank, Gerdau Ameristeel, Reli-
ance Insurance Group, North American 
Insurance Management, American Wear Inc., 
Decotiis, Fitzpatrick & Cole LLC, Metuchen 
Center Inc., Provident Bank, Sabert Corp., 
Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro & Murphy 
Attorneys, Sockler Realty Services Group 
Inc., Sayreville Leprechauns, Sayreville 
Little League, Sayreville Athletic Assoc., 
Sayreville Soccer Assoc., Morgan-Parlin 
Panthers.

Jerry Ust,
Borough of Sayreville
Director of Recreation

Hi Tom,
I want to address the article you wrote 

in memory of Ray Durski as one of the finest 
ever written!  There was so much information 
I never knew about the two of you.  Keep 
up the good work!

Mary Agnes Morris
South Amboy

To All Members of the Protection 
Engine Co.

The Adamecs Family commends Pro-
tection Engine Co. for honoring the memory 
of our father, Thomas Adamecs.  I refer to the 
June issue of The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times’ photos which appeared on page 6.

As a soldier, husband and father, he 
exhibited the traditional South Amboy values 
for God, country, and family.  I am sure dad 
is smiling down on the “Pleasant Little City.”  
Dad was proud of being a member of the 

Lower Prices
At SA K of C

By Steve Schmid
South Amboy Knights of Columbus 

Council 426 has announced that Grand 
Knight Albert DiGuilio is the new Hall 
Chairman.  He will be assisted by his father, 
Past Grand Knight Leo DiGuilio.  They’ll 
be happy to consult with you about your 
upcoming occasion and discuss a lower price 
structure now available for various packages.  
For more info call Albert at 646-208-3283, 
Leo at 732-947-7247, or leave a message at 
the Hall 732-721-2025.

125th Anniversary 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group still has cook-
books available for sale. Be one of the pa-
rishioners who has a copy of this memorable 
compilation of delicious parish recipes. 
Cookbooks are available at the pastoral 
center or contact Teri at (732) 727-7639. 
Summer sale price is $10.00. Cookbooks 
will also be on sale after all Masses on the 
weekend of August 28/29.

Protection Engine Co. and the unselfish men 
with whom he served the people of South 
Amboy.  May God Bless them all!  

Thank you for not forgetting.
Respectfully,
Richard Adamecs
The Adamecs Family

Dear Tom,
I am very appreciative of you and your 

outstanding newspaper, The South Amboy-
Sayreville Times for showing the photo of 
my son Jeff McKeon and myself in my last 
hurrah.  I was honored to have Jeff McKeon 
as my first base coach, as Jeff is the second 
generation of South Amboy McKeon’s, 
Jack and Biff.  Jack’s son Kasey McKeon 
is the Director of Player development for 
the Washington Nationals Major League 
Baseball Club, and my son Jeff is baseball 
coach and Business Dept. Chairman in 
Brownsburg, IN.  Both are extremely in 
touch with baseball in this 21st century.  
Jack “Trader Jack” McKeon and myself, 
Bill “Biff” McKeon have had our day and 
now its Kasey and Jeff’s time to capture the 
headlines and glory of being baseball people.  
Thank you Tom, for all the stories you have 
published about my brother Jack and I, and 
thank you to all the baseball players/team-
mates of the 1940’s and 1950’s who helped 
the McKeon brothers obtain our name in the 
history of professional baseball.

P.S. Jack and I appreciate your news-
paper and the wonderful stories of former 
athletes, and we look forward to it every 
month!

Bill “Biff” McKeon
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayre-

ville)
Indiana

National Library Card Sign-up Month @ 
Dowdell

September is National Library Card 
Sign-up Month and South Amboy’s Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library is a place for op-
portunity!  Valuable services such as free 
movie rentals, current magazines, bestsellers, 
children’s programs, meeting room usage for 
non-profit groups, notary services are avail-
able.  Additionally, don’t miss the September 
children’s movie, “Camp Rock 2 – the Final 
Gem” on Monday, September 20 (6 pm) or 
the very popular Knitting Circle on the first 
and third Tuesday (6 pm) of every month!  
Free technology classes are held the first 
Thursday of each month.  To sign up, just 
pay a $5 reservation fee and at the completion 
of the class it will be refunded.  Traveling to 
another country?  Ask for one of the many 

learn-a-language audios.  Or, enter to win a 
back-to-school backpack!

The library also plays a vital role in 
providing free 24/7 resources from your 
home or office.  Just check out the library’s 
web site www.dowdell.org or the new mobile 
site that is accessible from a smart phone: 
dowdell.wirenode.mobi.   So, take advantage 
of a free community resource for the answers 
to your information needs.  

For more information, contact the 
library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org. The South Amboy Library 
is adjacent to the High School; hours are 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 9 am – 8 
pm; Wednesday and Friday 9 am – 5 pm 
and Saturday (after Labor Day) from 12 
noon to 4 pm.
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The Big Picture 
Contest Winners

Ted Krzyzanowski, formerly of South 
Amboy, and a star basketball player for St. 
Mary’s from 1967-70 was the winner in our 
“Big Picture Contest.”  He attempted to name 
66 youngsters  pictured at a South Amboy 
Little Fellas League Picnic (See the largest 
photo ever printed in The SA Times in our 
July 31st issue, page 18).  Ted identified 38 
kids correctly to capture 1st place!  South 
Amboy’s Jim Ziola knew 5 out of 19 he tried 
to recall, finishing in 2nd place.

Ted will receive a copy of, “Jack 
McKeon: Baseball, Cigars, and St. Theresa,” 
written and published by The SA Times 
Publisher/Author Tom Burkard; an official 
MLB baseball autographed by Jack McKeon, 
who managed the Florida Marlins to the 
2003 World Series Championship over the 
Yankees; an official 2001 MLB World Series 
Program, and a Mickey Mantle Baseball Card 
Kit, featuring a “Limited Edition” 20-card 
set.  Value for the four prizes is approximately 
$60.  Ziola will receive a book titled, “Jack 
McKeon: Baseball, Cigars, and St. Theresa”;  
and a 2001 MLBWorld Series Program for 
an estimated $25 value.  Congratulations to 
Ted and Jim for doing a great job!

Ted Krzyzanowski correctly named-
Mark Bratus, Bumper Parisen, Ken Szat-
kowski, Tony Ruszala, Jim Tingle, Keith 
Tedesco, Horse English, Gene Chodkiewicz, 
Nick Charmello, Jimmy Croddick, Marty 
O’Connor, Tom Downs, Ernie Read, Gary 
Rossman, Jim Coan, Fran Chonsky, Mark 
Norek, George Krzyzanowski, Pat McCar-
thy, Rick Ragula, Ed Akacki, Tom Lange, 
Larry Kurzawa, Fred Henry Sr., Fred Henry 
Jr., Gene Szeszko, Mayor Joe Charmello, 
Luke Sciallo, Ted Krzyzanowski, Russ 
Thomsen, Alfie Clark, George Gilbert, Andy 
Kuziemski, Skip Costanzo, Jack Rowley, Joe 
Wallis, Mike Lockwood, Kevin Lynch.

Jim Ziola correctly named-Dennis 
McCarthy, Danny Aceta, Jim Ziola, Danny 
Jones, Mr. Bernie Mackiel Sr..

Wisdom Spoke
By Al Gomolka Jr.

SA Times Poet Laureate  c. 1995
A little boy sat in a forest
Waiting to hear wisdom speak
Strength led the way by an acorn
“One day you’ll see, I’ll be a tree,
Grow to be strong not weak”
Hope came next by way of a bug
“One day, you’ll see, a butterfly I’ll be,
Things change but still don’t tug”
Faith followed next with a lump of coal
“Someday you’ll see a diamond that’s me,
Darkness will form into brilliance-your 
soul”
Charity came by the breeze on his face
“Give of yourself, flow free”
The little boy left his woodland place
Saying, “Wisdom has spoken to me.”

“The City has fought this entity at every 
turn, from First Amendment challenges to 
bankruptcy court. We’re happy to finally be 
rid of this all-nude operation.”

In 2001, the owners of Delilah's Den 
reached an agreement with the city to 
shut down the club. When the time came, 
however, the club owner, Joseph Shamy 
refused to close, claiming the city was in 
breach of its agreement because the city's 
zoning restricted what he could build on 
the property. 

The property is zoned for high commer-
cial use such as medical offices or retail.  The 
owners proposed a large number of housing 
units which would have required a change in 
zoning for the site.  In addition, the proposed 
use would have increased traffic in an area 
already congested with traffic. 

The city sued Shamy seeking to enforce 
the 2001 agreement to close, and a judge was 
preparing to rule on the case when Delilah's 
Den filed for federal bankruptcy protection 
in 2005. The legal maneuver bought the 
club time because the bankruptcy court took 
jurisdiction of the case. 

Under the agreement, all lawsuits are 
dismissed and the property can now be devel-
oped with a use that is permitted within the 
highway zone.  A restaurant bar use would 
be permitted, but the nudity is gone.

continued from page 1

Closing of Delilah’s 
continued from page 1
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Middlesex County Offering Residents 
New Emergency Alert Program

Middlesex County residents are encour-
aged to sign up for Middlesex County Alert, 
an emergency notification system sponsored 
by the County.

Residents who register will receive 
emergency notification via mobile texts 
or e-mail or both. The Middlesex County 
Office of Emergency Management will 
send emergency messages as needed, but 
messaging will be restricted to conditions 
when the public needs important informa-
tion immediately, such as during hurricane 
or tornado warnings or large-scale public 
safety emergencies. 

There is no charge to Middlesex County 
for this service. Anyone – including people 
who do not live in Middlesex County -- can 
register as a user and sign up for the Middle-
sex County Alert user group. E-mail alerts 
are free to users. Standard text messaging 
rates apply for text alerts. 

 “I encourage all our residents and 
anyone who works or may have loved ones 
here in the County to register for Middlesex 
County Alert,” said Freeholder Mildred S. 
Scott, chair of the County’s Law and Public 
Safety Committee. “The system gives us a 
fast, effective way to communicate critical 
information to a massive number of people 
in times of emergency. It’s a tool that can 
save lives.”

To register, users must create 
an account at the Middlesex County 
Alert Web site: https://unitedalert.com/
?grphome&gid=middlesex. 

Once there, users can decide how they 
wish to receive their notifications, input 
mobile phone numbers and e-mail addresses 
and join other alert groups. 

All Middlesex County emergency 
notifications will be sent free of charge via 
e-mail: Users do not have to subscribe to 
the premium service offered on the United 
Alert Web site to receive e-mail alerts from 
the Middlesex County Office of Emergency 
Management. 

Middlesex County Alert is one user 
group on the United Alert network, founded 
in 2006 by a New Jersey homeland security 
and information technology professional. In 
January 2007, United Alert, LLC made its 
service available via the NJ Alert system at 
no cost to the New Jersey Office of Homeland 
Security and Preparedness (OHSP) and State 
Police Office of Emergency Management as 
its contribution to the safety and security of 
its home state.

United Alert is now a free service to 
all Homeland Security departments, police 
departments, schools, government, and first 
responders in the United States.

Middlesex County is the first County in 
the State of New Jersey to link into the United 
Alert system and offer it to residents.

“Middlesex County has completed a 
number of projects to ensure reliable, ef-
ficient communications between our law 
enforcement, fire and emergency personnel,” 
said Freeholder Director Christopher D. 
Rafano. “Middlesex County Alert is taking 
our communication efforts one step further, 
ensuring that our public receives accurate, 
timely information in emergency situations. 
It truly is a service that will help us help our 
residents.”

Additional information is available at 
unitedalert.com.

A REAL LOVE STORY UP THE TANK
By  Henny the DJ

In nineteen fifty-seven / fifty-eight when 
I was in the tenth grade, every Saturday 
morning was the same whether it was sum-
mer, fall, winter, or spring: my friends and 
I would arrive at the “Tank” around ten’ish 
for the day long round of three on three 
basket ball lasting deep into the afternoon 
or early evening.

But this is a love story not a basketball 
story, so let’s cut to the chase.

On this particular day, it was still early, 
maybe only ten-thirty, and since there had 
been an especially spirited dance the night 
before at Hoffman High, which, of course, 
we had all attended, our lackadaisical shoot-
ing around the court before the games would 
begin, was filled with rehashing the events 
of the dance, especially those of us who did 
any dancing or romancing or singing along 
to the great Doo Wop music of 1957/58: 
Come Go With Me/The Dell Vikings, Little 
Darling/The Diamonds, Diana/Paul Anka, 
Silhouttes/Rays, Little Star/Elegants, songs 
that were played at the dance.

Now, I’m not using any real names here 
because I don’t have permission to do so 
and it doesn’t really matter who exactly the 
people were anyway. But one of our friends, 
let’s just call him Jimmy for the heck of it,  
had been particularly successful in getting 
to walk a very good looking fellow Saint 
Mary’s classmate home from the dance even 
though she was rumored to have a much older 
boyfriend. And we were delighted that a fel-
low “Gus Potts Delicatessen” compatriot had 
carried our banner so well in the so choppy 
waters of boy/girl relationships.

When all of a sudden a brand new, big, 
long, shinny Cadillac sped up and screeched 
to a halt right on the part of upper Catherine 
Street that borders the Tank between Bertram 
and Conlogue Avenues. With this happen-
ing, Jimmy dropped the basketball, turned 

and didn’t stop running till he reached the 
monkey bars at the other end  of the kiddie 
park that even today still shares the space 
with the basketball court.

The driver of the Caddy, as you may 
well have guessed, was the older boyfriend 
of the aforesaid coed that Jimmy had escorted 
home from the dance. Surprisingly, he did 
not pursue Jimmy at all, but came and hung 
on the fence like a baseball player waiting 
his turn for a few whacks in batting practice. 
But the whacks Jimmy was thinking about 
had nothing to do with baseball. The boy-
friend, who I’ll call Bruce just for the heck 
of it, called out to Jimmy in the same sweet, 
phony voice that I used when I tried to get 
my dog, Artie, to come to me when he had 
escaped from the yard and had run into the 
street, “C’mere, Jimmy. I don’t want to fight 
you. I just want to talk to you.” 

 But Jimmy, like Artie, would not be 
swayed so easily and kept his distance. 
Then Bruce used the old, ‘You can hold 
wallet’ trick, the third time we’d seen it that 
month. He imploringly sang out,” Here, take 
my wallet with all my money in it and if I 
do anything to hurt you, you can keep it.” 
Jimmy surprisingly went for it and he crept 
back and slinked outside the fence, had some 
quiet words with Bruce and it must have gone 
well because Bruce and his wallet departed 
and Jimmy returned unscathed.

We had all stood dumbfounded during 
this whole scenario, didn’t really question 
Jimmy because he did not seem inclined to 
want to discuss it and we went on with our 
games. However, whether knew it then or 
not, we had all been given a very important 
first lesson in the darker side of romance and 
how feelings are nothing to fool around with. 
Whether it is Romeo and Tybalt in Verona, or 
“us guys” up the Tank on a Saturday morning 
in 1957, or, as a matter of fact, now.

RED THE BUS DRIVER
By Elaine Holton Scott

Those of us who had lived in South 
Amboy years ago share memories of people 
from a time long since gone.  Possibly, the 
most unique memory of all, one shared with 
our Melrose neighbors, is of riding “across 
the river” with Red the Bus Driver on his 
Marathon Bus.  Back then, Perth Amboy 
had been “where the action was,” and Red, 
wearing his black cap on his head, toothpick 
clenched between his teeth, and his hands 
on the vibrating steering wheel, had always 
taken us there.  Like repeated déjà vu, every 
trip would begin with Red grumbling, “Hurry 
it up!!” as we climbed the steps to the bus.  
Chronically late, and always filled with 
impatience to make up for lost time, as soon 
as our dime fare had dropped into the meter, 
Red would press his foot on the accelerator, 
leaving us weaving like drunks to our favorite 
seats in the back of the bus.

Starting his route downtown, Red would 
eventually squeeze the bus through the 
dark, narrow space of the hole-in-the-wall, 
without an inch to spare, before heading to 
Scott Avenue.  Turning left by Abie Korb’s, 
we’d see National Lead’s Dutch Boy Paint 
sign in the distance to the left on our way 
towards the old Victory Bridge.  Sitting on 
the torn, black leather seats, we had “shook 
and shivered” in perfect unison with the old 
bus, while the glass windows clattered in 
their frames, the floorboard hummed beneath 
our feet, and black smoke billowed from the 
tailpipe. In proof there is a God, no matter 
how icy or snow-covered the roads, Red had 
always gotten us “to Perth” in one piece, 
before returning to bring us all safely home 
again….year after year, after year.

For old time sake, let’s “hop on board” 
the Marathon Bus one more time, to let Red 
the Bus Driver take us on a quick trip down 
the “Senior Highway”: 

Seamed stockings; Air Mail stamps; 
“I like Ike” campaign buttons; garters & 
garter belts; Cousin Brucie; stores closed on 
Sundays; no sales tax; Amos & Andy; Little 
Joe Cartwright; 5-cent chocolate candy bars; 
Latin Masses; Lash LaRue; Winky Dink; Fe-
dora hats; girdles and full slips; Prayer cards 
with indulgences; Dion and the Belmonts; 
The Sunday Night Movie; jelly jar drinking 
glasses; dancing the Mash Potatoes; cowgirl 
outfits; nuns wearing “habits”; Coonskin 

caps; inkwells; push mowers; coal shovels; 
hula hoops; the “Boogey Man”; Betsy Wetsy 
dolls; 45 rpms; Buster Brown shoes; B&W 
photographs; Hopalong Cassidy; snow 
chains; 2 for a penny candy; Peter Pan col-
lars; Kookie and his comb; being scared by 
Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi, Lon Chaney Jr., 
and Vincent Price; candy cigarettes; party 
lines; The $64,000 Question; Neckerchiefs; 
sock slippers; Gene Autry; Bazooka Bubble 
Gum; Telephone Operators; Elevator Op-
erators; suction money tubes in Reynolds; 
Connie Francis; Ben Casey; Sputnik; Air 
Raid drills; bomb shelters; Arithmetic; Bon 
Ami cleanser; the Iceman; book covers made 
from brown grocery bags; “Yoo Hoo, Mrs. 
Bloom!!”; white lipstick; Spic & Span; 
Uncle Miltie; the day JFK was assassinated; 
playing cowboys & Indians; Dippity Do hair 
setting gel; wringer washing machines; house 
dresses; skating skirts; Studebakers; Cloak 
Rooms; Burt & Allie Piel’s commercials; 
the Rheingold Girls; Uncle Fred’s Junior 
Frolics; the Coalman; movie ushers; ice 
boxes; Father Knows Best; Turkish Taffy; 
2-cent coke deposits; no seatbelts in cars; 
spit curls; Kresege’s and Grant’s; ink pen 
cartridges; rubber galoshes; “Death Val-
ley Days brought to you by 20 Mule Team 
Borax”; and, of course, Red the Bus Driver.  
May he rest in peace.

Shared Memories:
Gaynell Iacuzzi O’Leary:  “Geneva 

(Lukowitz) and I used to take the bus over 
to P.A. all the time, but one time she didn’t 
have the right change.  Red sent her over 
to Joe Smoke’s to get change, and, then, 
he proceeded to leave her behind with me 
on the bus.  She was crying and so was I.  I 
believe, I jumped off the bus at the next stop, 
and we went up to the Marathon station to 
complain about Red.  Geneva and I talked 
about that for years, and always had a good 
laugh about it.”

Helen Eldridge Petriello:  “I remember 
Red for his smoking and coughing!”

Rick O’Connor:  “I always think of Red 
the Bus Driver when I drive through the 
hole-in-the-wall.  When we were little kids, 
my brother, Gerry, and I would take the bus 
to Perth Amboy.  We were always waiting 
for the mirrors to go flying off the bus, but 
they never did.  What a bummer!!”
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How To Cope With Heat Emergencies
The summer sun can lift our spirits 

and warm our bodies.  Every year summer 
also brings heat exhaustion and death when 
people get too hot, for too long.  “When 
the heat and humidity both rise above 90 
degrees, about 4-10 cases of heat-related 
illness show up each day in the emergency 
room at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in 
Boston,” says Stephen Bohan, M.D., clinical 
director of the department.  “That’s as high 
as any other single complaint.”

Heat exhaustion is the most common 
syndrome complicating physical exertion 
in warm or hot weather.  Both the degree 
of outside temperature and the intensity 
of physical activity play important roles.  
Intense physical exertion in moderately 
warm weather may be as dangerous in this 
regard as moderate exertion in hot weather.  
Heavy sweating resulting in dehydration, 
excessive hyperthermia, and failing car-
diovascular functions causes symptoms of 
heat exhaustion.  On average, 371 people 
die each year in the U.S. of  “excessive heat 
exposure” according to the U.S. Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention statistics 
from 1979-1997, the most recent available.  
The death rate among people age 65 and 
older is 3 times the average.  The age group 
most adversely affected by the heat are small 
children , the elderly, and those infirmed 
and bothered by mental illness.  Among 
people who are not elderly or impaired, the 
most common heat emergencies occur when 
people exercise at midday, between 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. on hot humid days, and don’t 
drink enough fluids.

The body’s cooling mechanism depends 
on evaporating perspiration, but if the humid-
ity is really high, that can’t happen and those 
people become rapidly hyperthermic.

As always, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure!  Drink plenty of fluids 
before, during and after exercising; wear 
lightweight, light-colored clothing.  If you 
feel not only hot, but lightheaded or weak 
as well, it may be time to seek help. 

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke fishing in the bay and the ocean 

is still great. It’s the keeping part that isn’t! 
I found this out myself, one Tuesday in Au-
gust. I got a late start taking a motorboat out 
of Atlantic Highlands. After about 3 hours 
I caught 15 Fluke, one was a keeper over 
the 18 inch size limit. I lost one that was 
bigger. Party Boat Bluefishing had slowed 
up catching mostly small ones, but it rallied 
with some big Blues up to 17 pounds. Bonito 
are still scarce. Sea Bass Party Boat fishing 
remains well.  Ling and a few large Porgies 
add variety.  Striped Bass are still around but 
there are less of them. Local beach fishing 
in the bay is slow. I only saw a few small 
Bluefish. Surf fishing is good for mostly 
short Fluke and small Bluefish.  Kingfish are 
around but varying water temperatures make 
for inconsistent fishing.  Crabbing, especially 
in Barnegat Bay along with snapper Blues 
is very good.  There are very few Weakfish 
showing in the Shrewsbury River.
Fresh Water 

Your best bet now is Smallmouth Bass 
in the Delaware River on lures.  Most are 
small but the numbers are there.  Hybrid Bass 
are hitting in Spruce Run after dark.  Bass 
fishing and everything else except Carp are 
slow due to the summer’s intense heat.  
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Celebrating the 125th Anniversary of Our Lady of Victories Church

The Dalton Years1949 – 1989   (Continued from July) 
In 1978, Pope John Paul I honored Father Dalton by naming him Prelate of Honor 

with the title of Monsignor. On November 19, 1981, Pope John Paul II created the new 
Diocese of Metuchen from the four northern counties of the Trenton Diocese. Monsignor 
Dalton was the senior priest of the new diocese. He was selected by his fellow priests to 
welcome Bishop Theodore E. McCarrick the day before his installation as the first Bishop 
of Metuchen.

On May 21, 1982, Monsignor Dalton celebrated his 50th Anniversary of Ordination 
to the priesthood. He was honored by OLV parishioners and brother priests at a Mass of 
Thanksgiving and a dinner dance. On October 6, 1985, the people of Our Lady of Victo-
ries celebrated a milestone in the form of the 100th Anniversary of the parish with a Mass 
of Thanksgiving. Bishop Theodore McCarrick was the principle celebrant and homilist 
of the Mass. He was joined by the pastor, Monsignor Edward J. Dalton, Fathers Albert 
Rocca and Robert Lyman, associate pastors, and other invited priests. In 1986 Monsignor 
Dalton celebrated his 80th birthday. On June 13, 1989, after nearly forty years of dedicated 
service our beloved pastor retired and moved to Spring Lake. Monsignor returned in May 
1992 for a Mass of Thanksgiving on the occasion of his 60th Anniversary of Ordination. 
The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Edward T. Hughes. Following the Mass, Monsignor 
greeted his parishioners. This was to be his last visit. 

On July 22, 1992, Monsignor Edward J. Dalton died at this home in Spring Lake. His 
wake was held in the Parish Center he had built. Following his retirement it was renamed 
Monsignor Dalton Hall in his honor. Bishop Hughes officiated at the Mass of Christian 
Burial. Following the Mass, Monsignor was buried in New Calvary Cemetery just beneath 
the Crucifix and just a few yards from his parents’ graves.

On July 7, 2006, Monsignor’s 100th birthday celebration was held in his honor. Mon-
signor William Benwell, Vicar General of the Diocese of Metuchen and a former associate 
at OLV, was the principle celebrant and homilist along with many other priests who had 
known or served with Monsignor. A wreath laying ceremony was held at his grave site. In 
the evening, a birthday celebration was held with many of Monsignor Dalton’s family in 
attendance. At that time, a new laser engraved plaque was unveiled in the entrance foyer 
of Monsignor Dalton Hall. 

In conclusion, Our Lady of Victories Church and Monsignor Dalton are synonymous 
to many of us who were parishioners during his forty year pastorate. He loved our parish 
and its parishioners. He was pastor, confessor, mentor, friend, and supporter all wrapped 
up in one humble faith-filled person. He helped make Our Lady of Victories what it is 
today. During his pastorate he exercised good judgment, fiscal responsibility, careful guid-
ance, and much love and care. He constructed and helped maintain all the buildings of our 
parish campus. He also was our spiritual leader who always remembered that his main 
responsibility was leading all of us to a closer relationship with the Lord. 

Looking Toward the Future 1989 – 2010 - Part 3
In 1989 after 40 years of the pastorate of Monsignor Edward J. Dalton, Our Lady of 

Victories was assigned a new pastor, Reverend Terrance M. Lawler. Father Lawler was 
born in Phillipsburg, NJ. He attended St. Phillip and St. James grammar and high school.  
He attended St Mary’s College Seminary in St. Mary, Kentucky, before completing his 
theological training at the Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio. He was 
ordained to the priesthood on May 25, 1974 by Bishop George W. Ahr at St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral in Trenton. 

Father Lawler’s first and only assignment as an associate pastor was at St. Peter’s 
Church in New Brunswick. He also served as the chaplain to the parish high school. 

In 1983, Bishop McCarrick assigned Father Lawler to his first pastorate at St. Joseph’s 
Church in North Plainfield where he served until 1989.

In 1989, Bishop Edward Hughes appointed Father Lawler to the pastorate of Our Lady 
of Victories Church. Father Lawler indeed had large shoes to fill following the almost 40 
year term of Monsignor Dalton. At the same time, he appointed Mrs. Duane Post as the 
first lay principal of OLV School. This was due to the decline in vocations.

Since the convent was no longer used as a residence by the Sisters of Mercy, Father 
Lawler converted the facility into a parish Pastoral Center, which provided both office 
space and meeting rooms. This allowed the rectory to be used solely as the priest residence. 
Another task that Father Lawler undertook was the total cleaning of Calvary Cemetery, 
which is behind the church. Father Danielou’s gravesite was also restored. In the late 
1970s, the permanent diaconate was restored and in 1994, Our Lady of Victories has its 
first deacon, Mr. Michael Murtha. 

In 2003, after leading the parish into the 21st century of Christianity, Bishop Paul 
Bootkoski named Father Lawler, pastor of Our Lady of the Mount in Warren. During his 
pastorate at this parish, he was honored 
with the title of Monsignor. A short time 
later, Monsignor Lawler was named 
pastor of St. Mary’s Church in Alpha, 
where he presently serves.

The eleventh pastor of Our Lady of 
Victories church was Reverend Michael 
G. Krull. Reverend Krull was born in 
New Brunswick on April 26, 1958. He 
attended the public schools in Milltown 

and attended CCD classes at Our Lady of Lourdes in Milltown. He is a graduate of St. 
Joseph’s High School, Metuchen and Seton Hall University in South Orange. Father Krull 
began his studies for the priesthood at the Catholic University of America in Washington, 
D.C.  He also attended Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Maryland, where 
he earned a Master’s degree in Church History. He was ordained to the diaconate at St. 
Peter’s Church in New Brunswick. On May 31, 1986, Father Krull was ordained to the 
priesthood by Bishop Theodore McCarrick along with fourteen other priests.  It was the 
largest ordination class ever in the Diocese of Metuchen. 

Father Krull served in the following parishes as an associate: St. Augustine of Can-
terbury in Kendall Park, St. Ambrose in Old Bridge, Our Lady of Peace in Fords, and Our 
Lady of Lourdes in Milltown.

In 1995, Bishop Edward Hughes appointed Father Krull to his first pastorate at St. 
Anthony of Padua in Port Reading. Father Krull served at St. Anthony’s until his appoint-
ment to pastor at Our Lady of Victories on October 15, 2003. 

During his tenure as pastor, Father Krull implemented a stewardship program for the 
parish. This was a new program from the diocese that integrated time, talent and treasure 
to parishes. The lay parish groups took on new importance in their role to spread the Word 
of God in their ministries. 

In 2007, a thorough inspection of the parish’s buildings brought to the forefront the 
need to address the structural and maintenance problems of the buildings. Father Krull 
organized a committee to raise funds to address their immediate problems. The Anniver-
sary Capital Campaign was formed and commissioned to raise funds for these repairs in 
conjunction with the 125th Anniversary of the church. Though the Capital Campaign did 
not reach its original goal, it did provide funds to address the urgent needs to preserve the 
buildings for the future. 

Father Krull used his expertise in Church History to author a book entitled, “The Ro-
man Catholic Diocese of Metuchen, New Jersey, Of This We Are All Witnesses.”

The book’s publication in 2005 coincided with the celebration of the 25th Anniversary 
of the founding of the Diocese of Metuchen.

In November 2009, Very Reverend Michael Krull was reassigned by Bishop Boot-
koski to pastor the parishes of Most Holy Rosary, Hopelawn, and Holy Spirit Church in 
Perth Amboy.

In November 2009, our parish welcomed our new pastor, Reverend Thomas F. Ryan. 
Father Ryan was born in Staten Island on June 22, 1967. He spent his early years in Basking 
Ridge where he was a student at St. James Grammar School. He graduated from Oratory 
Prep in Summit and Seton Hall University in South Orange. Father Ryan was most influ-
enced and encouraged by Msgr. Capik and Felician Sister Mary Elaine Lechart to pursue 
his priestly vocation. Father attended St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia. In 
1991 and 1992, during his summer months of major seminary, Father Ryan studied Spanish 
in both Mexico and Puerto Rico at the request of Bishop Hughes. Father Ryan is bilingual 
and has been active in Spanish Ministry in our diocese since 1994.

Father Ryan was ordained on May 22, 1993, at St. Francis Cathedral by Bishop Ed-
ward T. Hughes. Father Ryan was assigned as associate pastor at Our Lady of the Mount 
in Warren. In 1994, he became associate pastor, then Administrator of La Asuncion in 
Perth Amboy. Next, he was assigned to St. John the Baptist in New Brunswick as associ-
ate pastor then administrator. 

In 2000, Father Ryan was named Pastor of Holy Trinity Church in Perth Amboy. At the 
same time, he was also the Administrator of Our Lady of Hungary Church in Perth Amboy 
until 2006. Father Ryan also served as the Chaplain of the Perth Amboy Fire Department 
and the New Jersey Exempt Firemen. In 2006, Father Ryan was named pastor of St. Mary’s 
Church in Perth Amboy. In November 2009, Father Ryan was assigned pastor of Our Lady 
of Victories. Father also brought along his faithful companion, Clancy, a rescued German 
Short Hair Pointer. Both were warmly welcomed to our parish. 

Father Ryan is now the twelfth pastor and he will be the shepherd who will lead our 
parish into the future as we celebrate our 125th Anniversary. Our parish has been fortunate 
that each pastor built on the past but also looked to the future envisioning our parish as a 
vital part of the community and a spiritual home to all who enter its doors. 

The parishioners of Our Lady of  Victories will bring to a close their year-long cel-
ebration with a Mass of Thanksgiving celebrated by Bishop Paul Bootkoski  with Rev. 
Thomas Ryan and Rev. Juan Salonga, pastor and associate pastor of our parish. This will 
take place on Sunday, September 26, 2010 at the noon Mass.

An Anniversary Dinner-Dance will be held St. Clement’s Reception Center in Ma-
tawan from 3PM – 8PM.

A special thank you to the following sources of information: Rosemary Miller, pa-
rishioner,

Rev. Michael Krull, former pastor of OLV,, The Story of Our Lady of Victories by 
Joseph T. Karcher, a lifelong parishioner, and Mary Majkowski, a parishioner.Every one of us has our own story to tell 

about Monsignor’s days at Our Lady of 
Victories. All of us will always remember 
the one line that we heard time after time 

from the pulpit: 
“Have I Told You Lately That I Love You”

Monsignor loved all of us and by his 
guidance Our Lady of Victories will always 

remain our spiritual home.

The talented cast of “Once On This Island” the years second show produced by Hernandez 
Theatre Workshop & Mecca Entertainment in conjunction with the City of South Amboy.  A 
great job by cast and crew!!! (Photo by Brian Stratton)

By Teri Yetsko
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Holy Name Meeting
The Middlesex County Federation 

of Holy Name Societies will hold its first 
meeting of the 2010/2011 season on Wed., 
Sept. 22 at Holy Trinity Parish, Lawrie & 
Penn Streets, Perth Amboy beginning with 
a Mass at 7 p.m.  During Mass, the follow-
ing newly elected officers will be installed 
by Spiritual Moderator, Fr. Chester Carina.  
Pres.-Jason Zjawiony;  VP-David Dugasz; 
Sec.-Rich Prevoznak; Treas.-Ed Puchalski; 
Marshal-Imre Herczeg; Parliamentarian-
Frank Marcelonis; Consultant-Mike Mysz-
ka.  After Mass, a buffet meal will be served 
in the church hall, followed by the meeting.  
All Holy Name members and prospective 
members are invited to attend.

Obituaries
Barney, Virginia “Ginger,” 76, formerly 

of Parlin died on Aug. 15.
Barrese, Claire, 83, of Sayreville died 

on July 26.
Belenski, Charles A., 89, of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 16.
Biesiada, Joseph T., 97, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 8.
Burzinski, Eleanor J., 78, of Parlin died 

on July 27.
DeFino, Joe, 78, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 11.
Delaney, Debbie, 54, of Sayreville.  (No 

date announced)
Dill, Timothy L., 55, formerly of South 

Amboy died on July 25.
Forestano, Laura J. Kelly, 49, formerly 

of Sayreville died on July 20.
Henderson, Lillian M., 84, of Morgan 

died on Aug. 5.
Jackson, June E., 83, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 10.
Kotarski, Paul K., 59, of Morgan died 

on Aug. 12.
Lonczak, Michael P., 55, of Sayreville 

died on July 26.
Lynch, Keith E. Sr., 55, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Aug. 14.
Nacnodovitz, Wanda “Peggy” Rondes-

ko, 89, formerly of Sayreville died on Aug. 
16.

Ragonese, Teresa, 87, of Parlin died 
on July 25.

Randazzo, Peter P., 93, of Parlin died 
on Aug. 11.

Romanoff, Robert, 54, of Sayreville 
died on July 29.

Ruiz, Robert “Roland,” 54, of South 
Amboy died on July 22.

Seiler, Francine R., 62, of South Amboy 
died on July 30.

Thomas, Margaret A., 91, formerly of 
Parlin died on Aug. 14.

Weinman, Edna M. Gomolka, 87,of 
Sayreville died on Aug. 20.

Woods, Marguerite “Peggy,” 86, of 
Sayreville died on July 29.

Zdanowicz, Frances, 89, of Parlin died 
on Aug. 2.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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Just before we were to go on, he opened his 
case and found his brand new Hofner Paul 
McCartney model in two pieces.  The case 
must have fallen somehow during the load-in.  
We felt so bad for the guy, who was almost 
in tears.  But we got hold of Joe’s bass and 
he played that.  What a guy.

Also, I wouldn’t have let the band break 
up so easy.  We had something very good 
going, but we were very young and didn’t 
know it at the time.  And we were all off to 
colleges out of state, except for Tim, who 
stayed in Jersey.  There’s no telling what 
could have been.

Tom:  And your fondest memories as 
members of the band?  

Jim:   All in all, it was great to be able 
to express ourselves through music, because 
none of us was particularly good at sports 
(except Timmy in a swimming pool).  In 
South Amboy in the ’60s, you got recognized 
as an athlete and as a musician.

I didn’t realize it at the time but I took 
away a lot of experience from the Profit$ 
days.  I’d have to say that I do miss playing 
with the boys, the rehearsing and performing 
and the camaraderie.  Our world was quite 
small and manageable back then.  I miss 
that part, too.

Bob:  I always think back to our post-
dance ritual of getting a couple of Gay Nine-
ties pizzas and eating them across the street 
on the steps behind the church.  We’d go over 
how things went that night, talk about the 
next gig, set up the next practice.  We did that 
every night we played pretty much.

Jim:  Yeah, the best damn pizza ever, 
washed down with a communal bottle of 
“Briars’ Bark-Brewed Birch Beer Brewed 
in Brown Bottles by Best Brand Beverages” 
– or so the label said.  

Tim:  It was fun playing with friends, 
for friends.

 Tom:  Any chance of a reunion gig? 
I think a lot of folks would dig it.

Joe:  Well, the Rascals, they just had 
one after 40 years.

Bob:  Getting everyone together in the 
same place to rehearse would be an issue.  
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And I’m not so sure I could hit those high 
notes in “Runaway” anymore.  But who 
knows. Maybe we call in Frannie Fee, join 
forces, come up with some new and current 
songs.  It would be a lot of fun.

Jim:  I’ve been rather fortunate in that 
regard since I still perform, mostly as an 
acoustic solo.  I’m still playing “Gloria” and 
some of our other tunes.  

Tim:  I still play recreationally, though 
not as much as I should.  So who knows?  

Tom:  Anything in closing you’d like 
to say to your longtime fans out there?

Jim:  To all the folks that followed us, 
you were great.  To the extent we were suc-
cessful, it wouldn’t have happened without 
that interest.  As a result, we’ve been left 
with fond and vivid memories that we’ll 
never lose.

Bob:  We had a lot of help, too.  The 
moms and dads and siblings that drove us 
around, financed a lot of our instruments, 
and put up with the racket we made during 
rehearsals.  We want to say thanks to them 
as well.

Jim:  All in all, it wasn’t the big time . 
. . it was the best time.

Profit$ Update-Where Are They 
Now?

Jim Coan, Lead Guitar – Jim does re-
search for the Federal government.  He and 
his wife, Irene, live in Baltimore.

Joe DeLucia, Bass Guitar – A technical 
consultant, Joe is the father of two and once 
again makes his home in South Amboy.  

Tim Tice, Drums – A retired Science 
teacher living in Matawan, Tim and his wife 
of 32 years, Georgann, have one daughter, 
who just graduated from the University of 
Connecticut. Tim is also coming up on his 
40th year of coaching swimming.

Bob Toye, Lead Vocals – Bob is a 
non-profit association manager.  He and 
his wife, Sharon, have three boys and live 
in Denver.

Mike Henry, Rhythm Guitar-???

St. Mary’s High was a “happening” 
place in Sept.  ’64, as the Class of 1965 
returned for its final year.   Some of the 
social activities were: class dances, many of 
which featured the fabulous Austin Four, a 
rock group comprised of St. Mary’s seniors 
Rick “Ricky J.” Jarusiewicz, Tom Kelly, John 
Klimkiewicz, and Sayreville War Memorial 
HS student Wayne Turback on drums; The 
Hootenanny was a blast, as was the 6th An-
nual Carol Festival at Christmas time.

James Fritz was Student Council Presi-
dent.  Catherine Dempsey- Editor-In-Chief 
of the yearbook.  Barbara Warnowicz-Editor-
In-Chief of “The Crown” newspaper.  The 
theme of the Prom was “Shangri La,” and 
happy couples dance the night away to the 
music of Walter Kross & His Orchestra.  
Barbara Jancola was captain of the cheer-
leaders. 

Sister Madeline was principal, and 
really had her hands full, especially in the 
Spring of ’65, when miniskirts became a 
trend, and Maryites would break the dress 
code, by trying to keep up with the  times.  
Some popular teachers were Sister Richard, 
Sister Gabriel, Mr. Walling, Sister Theodore, 
Sister Kateria, Sister Gloriana, Sister Celeste, 
Mrs. O’Donnell, Sister Frederick.  If you 
were in the Class of ’65, you could never 
forget the National Shakespeare Company’s 
performance of Macbeth, or the Friday 
Night Social.

The Eagles boys basketball team 
brought home a 9-8 record in Coach Luke 
Lenahan’s final season.  Art O’Donnell Sr.  
was the varsity baseball coach.  Talented 
senior athletes were: Walt Carroll, John 
Constantine, Joe Crowe, Jim Doyle, Fran 
Fitzmorris (Educator), Jim Fritz, Tony 
Januszak, Rick Jarusiewicz, Tom Kelly, Ed 
Suchciki, Joe Vail, Tom Triggs (Priesthood), 
Tom Zalewski. 

Some seniors selected randomly: 
Barbara Birmingham, Barbara Borne, Con-
stance Chodkiewicz, Donna Chuilli, Jimmy 

Cleary, Kathy Clark, Frances Coan, Loretta 
Condiracci, Patty Conroy, Donald Coward, 
Roseanne Cross (Successful South Amboy 
businesswoman), Richard Dancsecs, Rich-
ard Devlin, Joan Dobrzynski, John Ellvinger, 
Helen Eldridge, Mary Jude Ferguson, Kathy 
Farrell, John Foley, Sheila Freeman, John 
Gelsinon, Paul Harrigan, Bernice Hensberg-
er, Ann Kapica, Carol Keenan (Educator), 
Patty Kilcommons, Arlene Kreiger, Cathy 
Krzyzkowski, Margaret Kurtz, Frances Ku-
sic, Paul Kusic, Veronica Manhattan, John 
Margaretta, Jeanne Munn, Patricia Nebus, 
Nancy Newcomb, Eileen Norek, David 
O’Connor, Richard O’Connor (Educator), 
Ralph Pohl, John Potthoff, Ruth Ragula, 
Robert “Smokey” Ryan, Philip Render, Ei-
leen Soden, Brian Splan, Ken Stolte, Patty 
Stramback, John Toris, George Zdanowicz, 
Christine Zebro, Ed Ziegler, Alice Zrebiec, 
Jim Zrebiec.  Please take a moment of silence 
to remember Geneva Lucovitz and Tom 
Hoover, and anyone else from the Class of 
’65 who may have passed away.  

St. Mary’s Class of 1965 had so many 
bright and shining stars, who have all made 
this world a better place! 

New Pastor
Rev. Wayne M. Jones has been appoint-

ed Pastor of the Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Sayreville/South Amboy.  He has 
been a full-time Pastor for 19 years.  Prior 
to coming to Trinity UMC, he was pastor of 
the Jackson UMC for 6 years, the Dingmans 
Ferry UMC for 5 years, the Centenary UMC 
in Lambertville and the Linvale UMC for 
4 years and the Port Norris 1st UMC and 
Buckshutem UMC for 3 years.  He and his 
wife Debbie have been married for 23 years 
and have 3 teenagers.  He plays guitar and 
sings, and enjoys working with computers 
and reading.  Rev. Jones is welcomed to 
the area, and you can greet him on Sundays 
at either the 8:30 a.m. or 10 a.m. services.  
Best of luck!
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New At The Dowdell 
Library

ONE-ON-ONE COMPUTER TRAIN-
ING SESSIONS. Every Tues & Thurs 
10-11:30 am during September thru 
December  Only $10 per training session 
Choose from some of our many topics 
such as Basic computer start up, Surfing 
the Web- Introduction to Microsoft Excel, 
Publisher, Word, PowerPoint or Request 
a topic.  Stop by or call for a reservation. 
Located at 100 Hoffman Plaza (adjacent to 
High/Middle school) 

732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.
org

YMCA Unveils New Brand Strategy To 
Further Community Impact

Middlesex County to benefit from 
YMCA’s focus on youth development, 
healthy living and social responsibility. 

For the first time in 43 years, YMCA of 
the USA has unveiled a new brand strategy 
to increase understanding of the impact that 
YMCAs make in communities across the 
country.  The YMCA has the unique capac-
ity to address many of the challenges facing 
the nation today.  Through its new brand 
strategy and framework, the nonprofit will 
extend its reach into communities to nurture 
the potential of youth and teens, improve the 
nation’s health and well-being and provide 
opportunities to support neighbors.  

The new brand strategy – the result of 
more than two years of analysis and research 
– was introduced recently at a National Press 
Club event that included leaders from the 
philanthropic and nonprofit communities.  As 
part of the event, the YMCA unveiled a new, 
more forward-looking logo that reflects the 
vibrancy and diversity of the organization, 
and a framework that focuses resources on 
three core areas: youth development, healthy 
living and social responsibility.  In another 
major change, the nonprofit will be called 
“the Y” to align with how people most com-

monly refer to the organization.  
“The YMCA’s throughout Middlesex 

County are truly excited about the new brand 
strategy and the opportunity to engage more 
people in the areas of healthy living, social 
responsibility and youth development,” 
said Gary Graham, Executive Director, NJ 
State Alliance of YMCA’s. “There are many 
exciting changes taking place at all of the 
area YMCA’s – we are building momentum, 
and this strategy is getting everyone from 
our volunteers to our members and donors 
very excited.”

Ys across the country will fully transi-
tion to the new brand within five years.

“This is a very important, exciting 
time for the Y,” said Neil Nicoll, president 
and CEO of YMCA of the USA.  “For 160 
years, we’ve focused on changing lives for 
the better.  Our commitment to building 
greater awareness for the important work 
we do will enable us to expand our efforts 
and further strengthen communities across 
the country.”

Today, across the United States, Y’s 
are making a difference in three key areas 
of focus: 

•  Youth Development: Nurturing the 
potential of every child and teen

•  Healthy Living: Improving the 
nation’s health and well-being

•   Social Responsibility: Giving back 
and providing support to our neighbors

“In NJ YMCA’s, we are focusing on 
the critical need for positive experiences 
for children, healthy opportunities, and 
building a strong sense of community” said 
Rick Gorab, Chairman, NJ State Alliance 
of YMCA’s.  

The Y’s former logo had been in place 
since 1967 and was the organization’s sixth 
since its inception. The refreshed logo, with 
its multiple color options and new, contem-
porary look, better reflects the vibrancy of 
the Y and the diversity of the communities 
it serves.  The new logo’s bold, active and 
welcoming shape symbolizes the Y’s com-
mitment to personal and social progress.  

Local Y’s serving Middlesex County
Metuchen /Ed i son /Woodbr idge 

YMCA 732-516-9200 x1110 www.
metuchen-edisonymca.org/

Old Bridge YMCA 
32-727-0704 www.ymcanj.org

Plainfield Area YMCA 
908-756-6060 www.plainfieldy.org

Rahway YMCA 
908-349-9622 www.ymcaeuc.org

Raritan Bay Area YMCA 
732-442-3632 www.rbaymca.org

Raritan Valley YMCA 
732-257-4114 www.raritanvalleyymca.org

South Brunswick Family YMCA 
732-329-1150 www.southbrunswickymca.
org

The Y is one of the nation’s leading 
nonprofits strengthening communities 
through youth development, healthy living 
and social responsibility. Across the U.S., 
2,687 Ys engage 21 million men, women 
and children – regardless of age, income or 
background – to nurture the potential of chil-
dren and teens, improve the nation’s health 
and well-being, and provide opportunities to 
give back and support neighbors. Anchored 
in more than 10,000 communities, the Y has 
the long-standing relationships and physical 
presence not just to promise, but to deliver, 
lasting personal and social change. ymca.
net 
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