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Christie Chosen 
New Governor

Republican Chris Christie defeated 
Democrat Governor Jon S. Corzine, and 
Independent Christopher Daggett in the 
election for governor of New Jersey.  With 
99% of the precincts reporting, Christie drew 
1,153,503 votes or 48.7%.  Corzine notched 
1,054,860, 44.6%, while Daggett collected 
136,707, 5.8%.

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski and Assemblyman-elect Craig Coughlin discuss local 
safety issues with members of the Sayreville Fire Department.  (Photo submitted)

Wisniewski, Coughlin Win
Democrat State Assemblyman, John S. 

Wisniewski an incumbent, and his running 
mate, Craig Coughlin secured the two seats 
in District 19, as Wisniewski topped all 
candidates with 25,601 votes, or 29% and 
Coughlin garnered 23,305, 26%  Republi-

can challengers Richard Piatkowski tallied 
18,171, 21% votes and his running mate 
Peter Kothari 17,469, 20%.  Independents 
Barry Adler 2,747, 3% and James Poesl 
1,216, 1% followed.

Dem Freeholders 
Win

In the Middlesex County Board of 
Freeholders race, incumbent James Polos 
85,519, and Ronald Rios 83,799, topped 
Republican candidates Lynda Cleary 76,047, 
and Richard Frank 74,343 for two, 3-year 
terms.  Dem Carol Barrett 87,738 topped 
Republican Candice Greaux 71,699 for the 
remainder of late Freeholder Director David 
Crabiel's unexpired term.

Schwarick 
Unopposed

South Amboy Democrat William 
Schwarick was unopposed for the 3rd 
Ward Council seat, and received 493 votes.  
Schwarick filled the seat which was vacated 
by Councilman John "Jack" O'Connell in 
August.

In the gubernatorial vote, Chris Christie 
pulled in 1,244 votes, Jon Corzine 810, and 
Chris Daggett 223.

Out of 5,298 registered voters, 2,340 or 
44% turned out to vote.

The Sayreville Republican Party is shown at Buddies Tavern in Parlin, after the final votes 
were counted following the November 3rd election.  Pictured (l-r) Mayor Kennedy O'Brien, 
Councilman-elect Frank Bella, Council President Paula Siarkiewicz, Councilman Ken Kelly, 
Councilman Dave Kaiserman, Councilman-elect Nick Perrette.  The victories by Bella and 
Perrette, will give the Republicans control with five of the six council seats.  (Photo courtesy 
of Janice O'Brien)

Republicans Win In Sayreville
In the election for two 3-year seats on the Borough of Sayreville Council, Republicans 

Frank Bella and Nicholas Perrette defeated former councilmen Thomas Pollando and 
Dennis Grobelny. Bella was the top vote-getter with 5,549, followed by Perrette 5,284, 
Grobelny 4,319, and Pollando 4,127.

Chris Christie topped the voting for governor with 5,732 votes, followed by Jon 
Corzine with 4,066 and Chris Daggett 814.

Out of 24,033 registered Boro voters, 10,755 or 45% cast their ballots.

Past Commander Ed Strek (l) of American Legion Post 211, Sayreville, is handed an urn 
with the cremains of a deceased American Veteran, which he placed into a hearse following 
a huge ceremony at Sayreville's Borough Hall.  See Photo Collage on page 15.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Msgr. Zamorski 
Installed

Msgr. Robert J. Zamorski, 63, was 
recently installed as the fourth rector of 
Cathedral of St. Francis Assisi Parish in 
Metuchen.  He was appointed in September 
as acting rector, following the death of Msgr. 
Robert Michael J. Alliegro.

Zamorski, a graduate of Sacred Heart 
Grammar School, and St. Mary's High 
School Class of 1964, was the pastor of Our 
Lady of Peace in Fords, prior to arriving at 
St. Francis.  Best wishes Monsignor, and 
God Bless!

Boro Police 
Promoted

The Borough of Sayreville recently 
promoted three of its officers.  John Ze-
browski was elevated to captain, Patrick 
Kiernan-lieutenant, and James S. Novak-
sergeant.  Zebrowski is now captain of the 
Administration Bureau, Lt. Kiernan is the 
new shift commander, and Sgt. Novak serves 
as road supervisor in the patrol division.  
Congratulations officers!

Marching Band  
Finishes Second
The outstanding Sayreville War Memo-

rial High School Marching Band captured 
2nd place in the U.S. Scholastic Band As-
sociation New Jersey State Championship, 
which was hosted at Sayreville War Memo-
rial High School.  Congratulations! 

Sayreville Honors
Deceased Veterans

Three deceased veterans from the area, 
who were never buried, were honored by 
the Borough of Sayreville, and had their 
cremated remains interred at Brig. Gen. Wil-
liam C. Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery 
in North Hanover, following a huge memo-
rial service at Borough Hall.  The Mission 
of Honor for the Cremains of American 
Veterans ceremony was the first-ever held 
in Middlesex County.

Those honored were Viet Nam veteran 
Michael J. Sullivan of Sayreville, who died in 
1996; World War II veteran Francis Whelan 
of Sayreville, who died in 1995, and World 
War II veteran Stephen Hedman of South 
River, who died in 1982.

The ceremony was led by Councilman 
Kenneth Kelly, who is a Vietnam veteran, 
and co-chairman of the Sayreville Veterans 
Alliance.  Each of the servicemen's cremains 
were in an urn, which had their military 
branch logos on them, and then placed on 
a table next to three folded Amercian flags, 
by the Honor Guard of American Legion 
Post 211.  Retired U.S. Army Lieutenant 
and Sayreville Councilman, Stanley Drwal 
then read their names, ranks, and wars they 
served in, and that was followed by individual 
salutes.   Deputy Commissioner of Veterans 
Affairs, U.S. Army Colonel Stephen Abel 
then addressed the crowd.  Judy Gary of 
Sayreville sang "The Star Spangled Banner," 
and "America The Beautiful," and a lone 
bagpiper played "Amazing Grace," which 
was followed by the playing of "Taps," and 
a 21-gun salute.    Mayor Kennedy O'Brien 
said, "We will all say goodbye to them as they 
go with honor to their final resting place." 

Edward Strek of American Legion Post 
211 placed the cremains one at a time into 
the hearse provided by Carmen and Chris-
tine Spezzi, and a huge procession, which 
consisted of over 50 motorcycles leading 
in the front of the hearse, and nearly 50 
vehicles behind followed.  The hearse was 
escorted by the Sayreville Police Dept., and 
N.J. State Police. 

Over 300 people attended the service, 
and included local, county and state digni-
taries, high-ranking military officers, many 
representatives of veterans groups, police 
departments, and the following motorcycle 
groups: Patriot Guard, Rolling Thunder, 
American Legion Riders, Vietnam Vets 
MC, HOG Chapters.  All these veterans are 
mission members.  Many patriotic Sayre-
ville residents also turned out to honor the 
veterans, and waved American flags.  

Sayreville's Nellie Malet, a volunteer 
for New Jersey's Mission of Honor for 
Cremains of American Veterans, met with 
Carmen Spezzi and his wife Christine, 
owners of Carmen F. Spezzi Funeral Home 
in Parlin, Maliszewski Memorial Home in 
Sayreville, and Maliszewski Funeral Home 
in South River, and they were glad to help.  
They located the cremains of five veterans, 
of which three were honored and buried, 
and two others, who were returned to their 
families.  Malet, who was assisted by Carol 
Ioannides of Parlin, is also a member of 
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 233 
of Metuchen. 

Note: See Nellie Malet's letter on page 
21. 
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American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62, South Amboy Commander Ed Peterson (r), 
and Past Commander Bob "Zak" Sekerak place a memorial wreath by the military statue 
in front of South Amboy City Hall during the Veterans Day service.  Over 100 attended to 
pay tribute to our veterans.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

65th Anniversary
Congratulations to Allie and Fran Clark 

of South Amboy who celebrated their 65th 
Wedding Anniversary on October 22nd!  
Their 6 children took them out to celebrate 
the big day.
Congratulations, Mary!

Republican Mary R. Sohor, longtime 
manager of the Peterpank Diner on Route 
9 North, Sayreville, was elected to the 
Old Bridge Council with 1,371 votes over 
Democrat incumbent William Baker, who 
notched 1,234.
25th Anniversary

Lee and Ronnie Steiner of Morgan, 
recently celebrated their 25th Wedding An-
niversary by renewing their vows at Mass 
at St. Mary's.  The Steiner's have been very 
active as volunteers for many years with 
the South Amboy First Aid & Safety Squad.  
Congratulations!
Sayreville Man Chosen Poet Laureate

Raymond Reininger of Sayreville won 
the title of New Jersey Senior Poet Laureate 
for the second consecutive year.  This year's 
winning entry in the Senior Poets Laureate 
competition, which is open to American 
Poets 50 years or older, was titled "Some-
thing In The Night Has Learned My Name."  
Reininger is a disabled veteran, and his first 
book with 120 poems, is due for a spring 2010 
release.  Congratulations, Raymond!  
In Memoriam

Alan Hahn, 59, formerly of South 
Amboy died on Oct. 14.  He was a great 
guy and a member of St. Mary's Class of 
'68.  Laura "Granny" Cierpial, 102, of South 
Amboy died on Oct. 30.  I took her picture 
on her 100th birthday, and interviewed her 
at a birthday party held in her honor at the 
South Amboy Senior Center.  She was a very 
happy lady who told me that her secret to 
a long life was "Eating lots of chocolate."  
George Karr, 89, of Sayreville died on Nov. 
7.  He worked at Dutch Boy Paints and also 
at the South Amboy Roller Skating Arena.  
They will always be remembered.  

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.Costa Verde, located in on Rt. 35 in 

the Melrose section of Sayreville, was known 
many years ago as?  a.Georgette's b.Rt. 35 
Diner c.Jack & June's Drive-In

2.The new principal at St. Mary's 
Grammar School in 1963 was?  a.Sister 
M. Madeline b.Sister M. Cleophas c.Sister 
M. Beata

3.This Sayreville resident won Wall 
Stadium Stock Car Racing championships 
in 1952 and 1963?  a.Bill Chevalier b.Billy 
Scully c.Wally Dallenbach

4.What year did Father Walter Urbanik 
become Pastor of Sacred Heart Church?  
a.1935 b.1942 c.1957

5.What year was President Park Inde-
pendent Fire Co. founded?  a.1944 b.1947 
c.1953

6.In 1989 this car dealership was located 
on Main St. and Broadway in South Amboy?  
a.Briggs Chevrolet b.Century Chevrolet 
c.Tom's Ford

7.Sayreville War Memorial High 
School's Valedictorian in '75?  a.Gerard 
Kapica b.Barbara Merski c.Frederick 
Smythe

8.St. Mary's Church Pastor from 1970-
77?  a.Msgr. Sullivan b.Father Brembos 
c.Father McConnell

9.Sayreville's Engine Company #1 is 
located on?  a.Main Street b.Quaid Ave. 
c.MacArthur Ave.

10. Who was South Amboy's Postmaster 
in '63?  a.Thomas Downs b.George Stader 
c.Charles Mahoney

11.In '79, what section of Sayreville was 
the Pearl Motel located?  a.Melrose b.Oak 
Tree c.Morgan

12.He was appointed South Amboy's 
acting Mayor in 1976?  a.William O'Leary 
b.Thomas O'Brien c.J. Thomas Cross

Answers
1a 2c 3a 4a 5b 6b 7b 8c 9c 10b 11a 

12b.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Teddy's Bar manager, Rob Mezger pours a cold one at the popular Morgan establishment 
located at 379 South Pine Ave. (Photo submitted)

Teddy's Bar

Teddy's Bar is located at 379 South 
Pine Ave. in Morgan, and is one of the old-
est and most popular bars in the area.  The 
origins trace back to the early 1920's when 
it was the Victory Hotel, also known as 
Morgan Hotel.  Originally established by 
George Galebides, the Morgan Hotel was a 
main stopover for vacationers on their way 
to the Jersey Shore.  After World War II, 
the eldest son, Ted Galebides established 
Teddy's Bar.  Ted operated the business 
for more than 45 years.  The back bar with 
its unique architectural element, is still the 
original one installed in the 1940's.

Third generation owners, the Ra-
simowicz family, Mark, Helen, Paul, and 
Bruce, have operated the bar for the past 14 
years.  The outstanding staff of bartenders, 
headed by manager Rob Mezger, are both 
friendly and conversational.

Ted's is a local neighborhood bar 
where anyone can have a great time!  The 
fine establishment draws patrons from all 
ages and backgrounds.  The traditional bar 
room offers a clean, friendly atmosphere 
of American and English darts, video 
games, pool table, and the latest digital 
Touch Tunes Jukebox that offers an endless 
supply of downloadable songs.  

Come in and watch your favorite 
sports including football, basketball, 
hockey, baseball NASCAR, and horse 
racing on any of our large plasma TV's.  

Borough Approves Ordinance
The Borough of Sayreville approved an 

ordinance sponsored by Councilman David 
Kaiserman, which authorizes the donation 
and lease of vehicles to the volunteer ambu-
lance squads and Board of Education.

Ordinance #108-09 which was passed 
by the Council and approved by Mayor 
Kennedy O'Brien, states that when the 
Borough of Sayreville has vehicles it no 
longer needs for municipal services, it will 
consider donating the surplus vehicles to the 
Sayreville Emergency Squad, the Morgan 
First Aid Squad or the Sayreville Board of 

Education.  In addition, the Borough may 
sell vehicles no longer needed for municipal 
purposes to volunteer ambulance or rescue 
squads such as the Sayreville Emergency 
Squad and Morgan First Aid Squad for a 
nominal value, requiring the vehicles be 
used only for the lawful purposes of the 
volunteer ambulance or rescue squad, and 
not for commercial purposes.  

The ordinance also states that the Bor-
ough may lease such vehicles no longer 
needed for municipal use, to a public body 
such as the Sayreville Board of Education 
for nominal value.  

When the weather is nice, relax on our 
porch and take in the game on our outdoor 
TV.  Ted's has Direct TV and NFL Sunday 
Ticket on 8 TV's throughout the bar.  Stop 
in on football Sundays for a free halftime 
buffet.  Hot pizza and pretzels are always 
available.

Ted's Bar is a proud sponsor and sup-
porter of many local volunteer associations 
and charitable events, including the annual 
Ted's Bar Charity Golf Outing and the 
South Amboy St. Patrick's Day Parade.  
Ted's sponsors both APA and TAP pool 
leagues along with softball, volleyball and 
bowling teams.

Open 7 days a week, Happy Hour is 
Mon.-Fri. 2-7 p.m. and Sat.-Sun. 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. with $1.25 drafts and $2.75 domestic 
bottles.  Monday night, it's $1.50 pints.  
Tuesday is free pool night; stop in and 
sharpen your game.  Thursday is Ladies 
night with 1/2 price drinks for the ladies.  
Everyday bucket specials include 5 nips for 
$7.  Look for Karaoke with DJ Roberta, the 
4th Friday of every month.  The famous 
Spring and Fall Porch Parties are amazing.  
Don't miss the next one!

This friendly neighborhood bar is a 
place for good times, good conversation, 
and "Feel like you're at home" atmosphere.  
Yes, it's "The bar that looks like a house up 
on the hill," located at 379 South Pine Ave., 
Morgan, 732-721-9764.  Stop in, you'll 
have a good time at Teddy's Bar! 
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1984
By Tom Burkard

It's hard to believe but it's been 25 years 
since the great H.G. Hoffman High School 
Class of '84 graduated!  When the seniors 
returned to school in the fall of '83, many 
interesting and exciting things were happen-
ing in the world.  A new Bible was published 
in October that said God was without gender.  
The Orioles defeated the Phillies in the World 
Series.  The U.S. invaded Grenada.  Martin 
Luther King's birthday was approved as a 
national holiday.   Jesse Jackson announced 
his candidacy for president.

Hoffman High's Class of '84 had some 
of the most super-talented athletes in history, 
and  also some very gifted and talented intel-
lectuals.  The yearbook  "Special Guest Star" 
dedication was to Woodrow McCarthy.  The 
memoriam was for John F. Kuhn.  

Mr. DePasquale was principal, and Mr. 
Corigliano was his assistant.  Other popular 
teachers of the day were Mr. Bernosky, 
Mrs. Rim, Mrs. O'Brien, Mrs. Lopez, Mrs. 
McDonnell, Mr. Johnson, Mrs. Silla, Mr. 
Gifford, Miss Folis, Mr.& Mrs. Walter.

Peter Smith was an outstanding, all-
around student, excelling in both academics 
and athletics.  He was President of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Senior Class President, 
Valedictorian, and in basketball scored over 
1,000 points, was All-County and All-State, 
won the county scoring championship, and 
also was superb in baseball.  Nancy Garsick 
was also a true standout, both in the class-
room, and in sports, where she scored over 
1,000 points for the Lady Guvs.  Rookie 
baseball coach, George Krzyzanowski 
guided his talented team to the Group I state 
championship.  John Skarzynski and Mark 
Thompson were two of the best pitchers in 
New Jersey, and received all kinds of honors 
and awards.  Barbara McCabe and Vicky 
Gonzalez were co-editors of the yearbook.  
McCabe also starred in all sports.  Robert 
Monaghan was President of the Chess Club.  
Some of the top songs on the radio during 
the 1983-84 school year were "Tell Her 
About It," "Islands In The Stream," "All 

Night Long," "Karma Chameleon," "Jump," 
"Against All Odds," "Footloose."

Some of the Class of 1984, selected 
randomly included Sandra Dowling, Clark 
Gregoreski, Eric Krauss, Thomas Krygier 
Jr., Susan Kuhn, Margaret Miller, Tracey 
Popowski, Ann Marie Whitaker, Todd Zulin.  
Some interesting nicknames were Spacy, 
Pinhead, Ubba, House, Beel, Levy, Bingo, 
Rock, Kenzo, Kellogg's, Pee Wee, Gonzo, 
Boo, Skeets, Tarts.

Other talented senior athletes were John 
Attardi, Carson Bloodgood, Billy Bright, 
Bob Gallery, Kevin Gorczyca, Ken Huryk, 
Kenny, Pat Leonard, Joe Lewis, Kim Reick, 
Jim Shaw, Jeri Smith, Mike Toth, Stanley 
Zawacki.

There were some very interesting and 
talented people featured in the Hoffman High 
School Class of '84.  Athletes, intellectuals, 
characters and comedians all made this class 
something very special.  

Trip To Christmas 
Show

Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1 of 
South Amboy is holding a bus trip to Radio 
City Music Hall Christmas Show on Dec. 
9.  The show features the world famous 
Rockettes.  The bus departs from South 
Amboy Roller Rink at 1 p.m.  The Music 
Show starts at 5 p.m.  Tickets cost $80 and 
include Christmas Show ticket, bus, and 
refreshments.  For reservations or more info, 
contact Mike Toth at home 732-525-8378 or 
cell 908-930-3497.  *A limited number of 
tickets are available.
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South Amboy's Mayor and Council are pictured by the reviewing stand in front of City Hall at 
the annual Halloween Parade.  They handed out treats to the happy children at the end of the 
event.  Pictured (l-r) Councilmen Mark Noble, Joe Connors, Russ Stillwagon, Bill Schwarick, 
Council President Fred Henry and Mayor John T. O'Leary.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Venison Dinner
Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1 

will hold its Annual Venison Dinner on 
Feb. 20, 2010 at Memorial Hall across 
from Sacred Heart Church, South Amboy.  
Doors open at 5 p.m., and the cost is $25 per 
ticket for the Buffet Style, all you can eat 
and drink, beer and soda.  There is a limited 
number of tickets available.  For more info, 
call 732-727-0550 or e-mail: mtoth1@
optonline.net.

Pierogi/Blintze Sale
St.Stan's Rosary Altar Society is selling 

delicious fresh pierogi and blintzes.  Choose 
from various filllings. All orders must be in 
by Dec. 6th.  For more information please 
call Yvonne @ 732-257-4634, Madeline @ 
732-257-6510 or Rose @ 732-257-6728.
Perfect for Holiday Entertaining! Pierogi 
$4.00 per dozen, Blintzes 3 per package 
@$4.50.  Order Early!!  

Monthly Meeting
The Ladies Auxiliary  #4699  at 575 

Jernee Mills Road  at Sayreville Post, 
Sayreville will have their monthy meeting 
on November 24,2009 at 7  PM with a dinner  
to honor our District #8 President Donna 
Fojtlin and her officers. After dinner our 
meeting will follow at 8PM where our books 
will be inspected and we will speak about 
helping our soilders overseas. For more info 
call @732-264-3041. 

Street Dedication
In Sayreville

The Borough of Sayreville will honor 
late U.S. Marine Gunnery Sgt. James Paige 
by dedicating a street in his name at the 
Town Lakes Estate off Main Street on Dec. 
13th at 11 a.m.

Gunnery Sgt. Paige grew up in the 
Morgan section of Sayreville, and served 
in the Marine Corps for 20 years.  He was 
killed in 1999, while saving the lives of 3 
fellow Marines during training exercises in 
California.  Paige received the Navy/Marine 
Medal posthumously, and the citation is on 
display at the Sayreville Public Library.

The VFW, American Legion and other 
veteran organizations will be in attendance 
to pay tribute and honor this brave Marine 
at the dedication ceremony.

Comfort Food 
Dinner

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 
Bordentown Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy 
is holding a Comfort Food Dinner on Sat-
urday, Nov. 21 from 4:30-7 p.m.  Dinner 
includes meatloaf, ribs, soup, macaroni and 
cheese, potatoes, vegetables, rolls, desserts 
and drinks.  Tickets are $12 for adults; $5 
for children 5-10 years old, and under 5 are 
FREE.  Take out dinners are available.

Assemblyman-elect, Craig Coughlin (l) 
stopped to chat with Sayreville's former 
Recreation Director and World War II hero, 
Mickey Sedlak, at the Mission of Honor for 
the Cremains of Amercian Veterans service 
at Borough Hall.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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On October 7, the students at Sacred Heart received a special visit from Dassan the 
penguin.  As part of Jenkinson Aquarium’s Educational Outreach Program, Dassan and her 
handler, Angela, presented the children with an informational program about the lifestyles 
and habitats of penguins.  Dassan entertained the students by “talking,” posing for pictures, 
and waddling around the school gym! (Photo Submitted)

Breakfast With Santa
St. Mary Parish is hosting its first 

Breakfast with Santa and Santa's Workshop, 
Sunday, Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon in the 
cafeteria, Second St., and Stevens Ave.

The breakfast of pancakes, sausage, 
bacon, juice, coffee and tea is sponsored and 
cooked by the Ancient Order of Hibernians.  
The guest of honor, Santa, will be present 
all morning to hear Christmas wishes from 
children of all ages.  Bring your camera so 
you can capture the moment.

Santa's Workshop will be opened so 
that children can shop for reasonably priced 
presents for their family members.  CCD 
elves will be there to help the children with 
their shopping.  The elves will also be on 
hand to wrap the gifts.

Tickets purchased in advance are $7 
per adult (18 and older) and $3 per child (3 
years and over) under 3 are FREE.  Tickets 

purchased at the door are $8 per adult (18 
and older) and $4 per child (3 and over).

Tickets will be on sale after all Masses 
starting Nov. 21.  For more info call 732-
721-1514 or 732-583-8502.
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Our Lady of Victories School in Sayreville recently held a highly-successful project for "Make 
A Difference Day," in which they donated countless items to St. Peter's University Hospital 
Child Life Program.  OLV students Anna Froehlich, grade 4, and Claire Froehlich, grade 
2 are pictured in front of the hospital with donated items from the school families.  (Photo 
courtesy of Maria Froelich)

OLV Makes A Difference
By Maria Froelich

Each year, the Home School Association 
(HSA) of Our Lady of Victories School takes 
on a project for "Make A Difference Day."  
This year we wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of the children of St. Peter's 
University Hospital Child Life Program.

We contacted Kristal Neal, New Life 
Program Coordinator.  Ms. Neal sent me a 
Wish List for their playroom.  Items were 
needed for newborns through patients 18 
years of age.  It was requested that all do-
nations be new with the exception of video 
games and movies in good condition.  A 
flyer, with the wish list attached, was sent 
home to the school families.  The response 
was overwhelming.  We received infant toys, 
lullaby CD's, countless arts and crafts sup-

plies, action figures, Barbie dolls, Hot Wheel 
cars.  There were numerous board games, 
playing cards, puzzles, birthday decorations/
supplies/wrapping paper.  Families donated 
many videos, DVD's and Xbox games, as 
well as LeapFrog systems with accessories.  
The list goes on.

We have witnessed the generosity 
of OLV school parents many times over.  
However, the response to this project was 
touching.  In these trying economic times, 
it is so good to know that there are families 
so willing to give to others.

Ms. Neal and St. Peter's Hospital gra-
ciously received the items that were delivered 
on Monday, November 2.

Veteran Of The Year
U.S. Marine Cpl. Zachary Zagata re-

ceived the 13th Annual Veteran of the Year 
award from St. Stanislaus Kostka School.  He 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan, and received 
many awards and ribbons for his outstanding 
military service.  Zachary, a 2000 graduate 
of St. Stan's, is the son of Sayreville's former 
Mayor James Zagata.  Congratulations! 

Kathy
By Dennis O'Leary

So now it's up to forty-three
The years have passed for you and me
We live, we laugh, we love, we cry
Babies born, friends to die
We've seen some light 
We've seen the dark
Now hold my hand
The path, the park
Oh, hold my hand
Let me feel yours
I'll walk with you
Until the sun goes down
Hold me now so close to you
We've held each other for so long
The favorite part of day for me
Is holding you at night
I love you

Knitters Needed
The Ladies Auxiliary #4699,at 575 

JerneeMill Road, Sayreville Post are looking 
for women who Knit or Crochet to Help our 
veterans in MenloPark Hospital, Edison,NJ 
to knit or crochet booties Size #10 or over 
for bed ridden veterans. They must fit over 
large size sneakers. Also Hats and scarf 
are needed for our solders overseas. Please 
call Lorraine Rock for more info at 609-
448-2587. Please help our veterans for this 
cause. Thank You.

Anniversary 
Cookbook

Our Lady of Victories 125th Anni-
versary Cookbook is now available. This 
fabulous cookbook features 300 mouth-
watering recipes from our parishioners. The 
price of the cookbook is $15.00. To reserve 
a cookbook(s) please call Teri at (732)727-
7639 or send a check payable to OLV Seniors 
to: Teri Yetsko, 6 Lani St. South Amboy, 
NJ 08879. Cookbooks are also available at 
the OLV Pastoral Center on Main Street in 
Sayreville.

50 Years Ago
1959-South Amboy's William Kurtz, 

who was the New Jersey State Assembly 
Speaker, served as acting Governor….
Sayreville attorney Joseph T. Karcher au-
thored his eighth book, "Success Thru Public 
Speaking," and it was released the week of 
Thanksgiving.

Who's Who In 
Sayreville?
30 Years Ago

1979-Mayor-John Czernikowski; 
Councilmen-Kenneth Buchanan (Council 
President), Alvin Jolly, Joseph Keenan 
Jr., Thomas Kuberski, Raniero Travisano, 
Felix Wisniewski.  Chief of Police-Ray-
mond Sweeney; Fire Chief-John Kennedy; 
Acting Borough Clerk-Margaret Bertagna; 
Borough Attorney-Alan Karcher; Tax Col-
lector-James Dolan; Supt. Of Parks Dept.-
Julian Ciecko; Recreation Director-John 
McCormack; Chief Fire Inspector-Arnold 
Bailey; Library Director-Geraldine Creamer; 
Chairperson, Shade Tree Commission-Ceal 
Wisniewski; Construction Official-John 
Zollinger; Chairperson, Environmental 
Commission-Joan Ryan; Chairman, Plan-
ning Board-Henry Tomkinson; Welfare 
Director-Edward Fielek; President-Board 
of Health-John Kuntne; Municipal Magis-
trate-Herbert Bierman; Borough Engineer-
Howard Schoor; Sayreville Emergency 
Squad, Inc.-President-Edward Wisniewski; 
Morgan First Aid Squad-President-Stanley 
Kurpiewski 
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Ground Breaking For YMCA

Winery/Casino Trip
The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip 

to Renault Winery/Casino on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 7, 2010. The cost of the trip is $47.00 
which includes the Winery luncheon, bus 
transportation and cash voucher from the 
casino. The bus will leave OLV lower park-
ing lot at 9:30AM and return approximately 
9PM. Please contact Jack at 732-254-7263 
to reserve a seat. 

The City of South Amboy held an offi-
cial ground breaking for the new community 
center and YMCA at the project's site on the 
corner of South Broadway and Portia Street.  
The YMCA will be built on a 40,000 square 
foot lot, of which the YMCA and community 
center will make up 35,000 square feet.  The 
main rooms and amenities will include a 
6-lane regulation pool, fitness center, youth 
room, basketball court, and administrative 
offices for the YMCA.

Mayor John T. O'Leary said that, "It 
took a little longer than we expected, but I 
think it's not about how quickly you can do 
it, it's about the quality of the project at the 
end of the day." 

Officials said that South Amboy's cur-
rent senior center will move to the new 
community center.  Total cost for the project 
is an estimated $9.8 million, with $3 million 
expected to come from county grants and 
the rest from bonds.  William Lovett, chief 
executive officer of the Metuchen-Edison-
Woodbridge YMCA mentioned that the new 
YMCA would be built without any funds 
from South Amboy taxpayers.  He also said 

that his organization had been contributing 
funds monthly for the project. 

Construction is expected to be com-
pleted by September 2010.

The structure will be built in the area of 
the old Terra Cotta, which later became Spiral 
Metals Company, Inc., close to Swan Hill, 
and around the hill from the Water Works.

According to Pamela Brown, president 
of the YMCA's Board of Directors, the fa-
cility will be operated in partnership with 
the Metuchen-Edison-Woodbridge YMCA.  
South Amboy YMCA fees will be similar to 
other area YMCA's, and for more informa-
tion on prices at the current locations, go to: 
http://www.metuchen-edisonymca.org. 
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Remember When?

1982-Pictured is the railroad gatekeeper on duty, while a train pulls into South Amboy near 
John Street.  Notice the guard shack on the right?  Does anyone have more information or 
memories about the gatekeeper or the guard shack?  Let us know at: satimes@aol.com.  
(Photo by Danny Salvaggio)  

Santa Breakfast, 
Bazaar

St. Stanislaus Kostka HSA's annual 
Christmas Bazaar will be held 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Dec. 6 at the school, 221 MacArthur 
Ave., Sayreville. Breakfast With Santa will 
be from 9-10:30 a.m. prior to the bazaar.  
Tickets cost $12 each and include a hot 
breakfast, and a photo with Santa, are on sale 
following Masses at St. Stan's Church or at 
the church office.  Tickets are limited, so you 
are encouraged to purchase in advance.

A tricky tray, children's games, prizes, 
wheels of chance, large and small raffles, a 
50/50, and photos with Santa will be featured 
at the bazaar.  Breakfast will be available 
at the kitchen which opens at 10 a.m.  The 
delicious lunch menu offers pierogi, kielbasa, 
and sauerkraut, chicken parmigiana, ham-
burgers, hot dogs, noodles & cabbage and 
more.  For more info call 732-254-0212.  

Holiday Bazaar
Trinity Methodist Church, 815 Borden-

town Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy will 
hold its annual Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, 
Dec. 5 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  Available will be 
holiday crafts, home baked items, Grannie's 
Attic, craft tables, Children's Room and 
more.  Luncheon is available.

Cash 4 Gold 
Fundraiser

Sacred Heart School 8th Graders in 
South Amboy are sponsoring a Cash 4 Gold 
fundraiser in Memorial Hall (Annex) after 
Masses on Saturday, Nov. 21, starting at 
5 p.m., and Sunday, Nov. 22 from 9 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.  Get cash for the holidays for 
unwanted/broken gold jewelry, coins and 
fillings.

If unable to attend, stop at the Cash 
4 Gold store located at 993 Rt. 9 North, 
Sayreville (Mini Mall at Ernston Rd. exit) 
and mention Sacred Heart.  For more info, 
contact Diane Clayton at 732-727-9254 
after 6 p.m.

Manhattan Jazz
Manhattan Jazz performance will be 

held on Thursday, Dec. 3, starting at 7:30 
at The Senior Center, Main St., Sayreville.  
The event is sponsored by The Cultural 
Arts Council of the Borough of Sayreville.  
Admission is FREE, and there will be light 
refreshments.  All ages are welcome.  For 
more info call 732-257-6510.

Handel’s Messiah
Bring the whole family! Come join the 

Saint Mary Choral Society and Chamber 
Orchestra as they present their annual per-
formance of Handel’s timeless oratorio.  

Composed for soloists, chorus and or-
chestra, George Frederick Handel takes the 
listener through the life of Christ as foretold 
by old testament writings and realized by 
new testament scripture.  

Under the direction of Christopher M. 
C. Deibert, conductor, the Advent/Christmas 
portion of this work will be performed in its 
entirely, along with excerpts from the second 
and third parts. Don’t miss this delightful 
candlelit concert, set in beautiful Victorian-
gothic architectural surroundings.

This concert is guaranteed to put you 
in the Christmas spirit!  Donation Cheer-
fully Accepted!  $10 Suggested, DVD’s of 
performance on sale.

The performance will take place Sat-
urday, December 19 2009, 7 PM at Saint 
Mary Church 256 Augusta St, South Amboy 
NJ 08879. For more information call 732-
721-0179. 

OLV Seniors 
Lancaster Trip

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip 
to Lancaster on March 17-18, 2010. The trip 
package includes: 1 night hotel accommoda-
tions, 1 breakfast, 1 dinner at a local Amish 
restaurant, admission to Joseph, a Sight and 
Sound production, a guided sightseeing 
tour of the Lancaster area, visit to Kitchen 
Kettle Village, bus transportation, taxes and 
gratuities. The cost of the trip is $239.00. 
For further information or to reserve a seat 
please call Jack at 732-254-7263.

22 & 44
Going way back to:

1922- The bridge going to Perth Amboy 
was simply known as State Bridge prior 
to being named the Victory Bridge…John 
Conlogue was the Commander of Luke A. 
Lovely Post 62 American Legion.

1944-South Amboy Mayor William 
Nehrkorn was elected Middlesex County 
Sheriff…In the South Amboy Primary elec-
tion for Mayor, Joseph McKeon was chosen 
by the Democrats, and Oliver Lockhart was 
the Republican's choice.  McKeon went on 
to win the race for Mayor.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in 
this great need that I may receive the consolation and 
help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and 
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the 
elect forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever 
mindful of this great favor, to always honor you as my 
special and powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage 
devotion to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P.
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The South Amboy Rotary Club recently received a large thank you from Mrs. Lund's preschool 
program for their generous donation of $1000 for supplies .  
Pictured above are:  Bottom (left to right) Emmanuella Louis, Brianna Herrera, Brandon 
Gasiewski, Jillian Juhass, Laysha Caceres, Landen Zapata, Kenny Herman (kneeling), 
Lauren Mullen, Dakota Templeton, Abygayle Peterson, Nicole Mroczkowska, Tiffany Conrad, 
James Murphy, Nicholas DiForti.  Top (left to right) Mrs. Rose Lund (Pre-K Teacher), Lois 
Morriss (Rotary Member), Gene O'Toole (Rotary Member), Miss Michelle Tomaszewski (Pre-K 
Paraprofessional), Dr. Christine M. Robbins (SAES Principal). (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Szatkowski's Star
Adam "A.J." Szatkowski and his cousin 

Brett Szatkowski turned in an outstanding 
summer, while playing for the Clinton 
Knights in the highly-competitve Pyrimad 
Collegiate/Unlimited Baseball Wood Bat 
League.  The Pyrimad League is in Central/
Western New Jersey, and covers Hunterdon, 
Warren, and Middlesex counties.

A.J. of South Amboy, is a talented 
catcher, and the son of Steve Szatkowski.  
A.J. has played on the Florida Southern 
University baseball team for 2 years, and 
had a chance to play against the Detroit Ti-
gers Major League Baseball team in Spring 
Training last year.

While performing with the Knights, he 
turned in a super .342 batting average, going 
12-for-35 in 12 games, while the Clinton 
team captured the regular season title with 
a perfect 12-0 mark. 

Coach Mike Moreland said, "A.J. did a 

phenomenal job, and he caught as many as 3 
games in a day.  He refuses to come out.  He 
could play at any schools in the northeast.  
He has a great arm, and is a great defensive 
catcher.  Pitchers love to throw to him.  I've 
been coaching 25 years on all levels, and 
he's the best catcher ever." 

Brett Szatkowski is the son of former 
South Amboy resident Ken Szatkowski.  A 
fine fielder, Brett  stung the ball for a .305 
average, with 11 hits in 36 at-bats.  Coach 
Moreland said that "Brett played for me since 
he was 9 years old.  He is a good hard-work-
ing, solid second baseman.  Both A.J. and 
Brett are quality baseball players."

The Knights advanced to the Eastern 
Regionals, and won their first 2 games, but 
then dropped the last 2.  In the final game, 
they faced a powerful Long Island Storm 
club which was comprised of minor league 
players who were released, and had played 
at the A, AA, AAA levels.
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TV Celebrity

Do you remember when South Amboy's 
Marco Marcello (l) was a regular announcer 
on "The Milton Berle Show" on national 
television?  This photo was taken at a baseball 
game probably in the late 1940's or early 
50's.  Does anyone know the youngster on 
the right, or the people in back?  Please let 
us know.

And Away We Go!
By Tom Burkard

Back in the late 1940's and early 1950's, 
South Amboy's Marco Marcello was easy 
to recognize, wherever he went, especially 
by those who watched him on TV, and open 
"The Milton Berle Show, with his famous 
line, "And away we go!"

Marcello who lived on Catherine Street 
in South Amboy, used to "Ride around 
in a baby Austin car," according to Don 
"Mickey" Czok, formerly of South Am-
boy/Sayreville.

South Amboy's Sammy DeLucia, re-
membered "Helping him out by running to 
the tailors with his suits."  

Gene O'Toole of South Amboy, a former 
co-owner of The Sportsman's Inn (Now the 
Landmark), knew Marco, and said, "I en-
joyed his conversations.  He always talked 
to me about Broadway actors and actresses.  

He was extremely neat and a marvelous 
storyteller.  He idolized Milton Berle, and 
he would come out and say, 'And away we 
go.'  I'll always remember Marco as very 
likeable and friendly, and very interesting 
to talk to."

South Amboy's Ken Rogers said that, 
"He was one of Milton Berle's better attrac-
tions.  He was a regular on the show, and 
you looked forward to seeing him.  When 
he wasn't there, you were disappointed.  A 
story goes that when he was in a hotel, he 
had them page him so everyone knew he 
was there."

*If any readers have memories or photos 
of Marco Marcello to share please contact 
The SA Times.

Kelly On Youtube.
Com

Author Jerry Smith of South Amboy, 
told us that Tom Kelly, a former local resident 
and manager of the 1987 and 1991 Minnesota 
Twins World Series championship baseball 
teams, has a cameo appearance on youtube.
com.  Actually, a Tom Kelly Bobblehead fig-
ure is shown on "The Showtobe: Sosa-Bush 
Bobblehead Puppet Show."  It's a different 
type little show, and if you want to see Tom's 
Bobblehead, check it out!  

Woods An All-
American

Former Sayreville Bombers' star, Bobby 
Woods, now a punter on the Albany College 
football team, was recently selected to the 
ESPN The Magazine District I Academic 
All-America football team, voted by CoSida 
(College Sports Information Directors of 
America).  Bobby, a junior majoring in Ac-
counting and minoring in Business Admin-
istration, has an outstanding 3.58 GPA.

On the football field, he has averaged 
35.7 yds. per punt, including five, 50-plus 
boots, with his longest, a 77-yarder versus 
Georgia Southern.  It was the second longest 
in the school's history.  Congratulations, 
Bobby!   
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REMEMBERING THE BOYS OF 
MECHANICSVILLE

By Elaine Holton Scott

“That Kenny Rogers is a nice looking 
young man,” my mother said to my dad one 
day as she stood looking out our screened 
door.  That wasn’t anything “new.”  While 
growing up, I had often heard adults “singing 
the praises” of other young Mechanicsville 
men, too:   Jimmy Croddick, Bobby Leslie, 
Freddie and Billy Kurtz, Marty Dohaney, 
Ray Durski,  Frank, Joe and John Burkard, 
to name just a few.  

Decades ago, grown sons had held a kind 
of special status, and to all the families in that 
generations’ close, inter-related small area 
located on “the other side of the hole-in-the 
hall,” each one of them had been a reflection 
on everyone living there.

Praises for males, though, had rarely 
been given until they neared or reached man-
hood.  Like a rite of passage, after having 
survived adolescence, no matter what they 
did or how loud they did it, older teenaged 
boys just never seemed to be able to do 
anything wrong.  When they “acted up,” 
adults would smilingly say, “They’re just 
feeling their oats,” and it was always said 
with undisguised admiration.  Not so for the 
younger boys.  All they had ever heard from 
adults, and deservingly so, was, “I’m going 
to tell your mother if you keep that up!!” or, 
more to the point, “You @%*# little snot!!”  
With a superior and condescending attitude 
inherited by all females at birth, we, girls, 
had our own choice words for them, too, as 
we tried to co-exist sharing the same few 
streets together.

In those early Baby Boomer years, 
Mechanicsville, just like small towns every-
where, had an overabundance of children.  
Unlike it is with kids now who seem to spend 
so much of their free time playing inside on 
their personal computers and with electronic 
games, outside had been our playground, and 
not much more than our imaginations had 
been our entertainment.  

There had been so many of us, girls, 
too, but boys, being boys, just had a way of 
making their presence known by playing 
louder and playing rougher, while always 
doing things which usually got them into 

trouble.  Everywhere you had looked back 
then, there were boys of all different ages:  
playing baseball on the field, shooting bas-
kets on the court, fighting on the playground, 
riding their bikes, prowling along the railroad 
tracks, breaking the lights in the hole-in-the 
wall as soon as the broken ones had been 
replaced, doing whatever they did in the 
woods on top of Conover Street, playing 
“Cowboys and Indians” on the sidewalks, 
putting together model airplanes on front 
porches, climbing trees, playing “chicken” 
with the cars in the hole-in-the wall, sneaking 
a smoke under the Raritan Street overpass, 
teasing Lena mercilessly in her store, “hang-
ing out” on corners, riding up and down the 
few streets with their car radios blasting and 
dice swinging from their mirrors, or just do-
ing whatever it was that boys had so loved 
to do…whooping, hollering, and laughing 
all the while they were doing it. 

In remembering the boys from my youth, 
the big ones, the little ones, and all of those 
in between, I smile with the wisdom which 
comes from age, knowing now their rough 
and tumble, scared-of-nothing, daredevil at-
titudes had just been God’s way of preparing 
them for manhood.  Sadly, some of their lives 
would end far too soon, but none will ever 
be forgotten by those of us who had shared 
the streets with them.

The Boys of Mechanicsville:  Joe 
Cross, Joe Pohl, Walter Lange, Tommy 
Cudo, Manny Formoso, Billy and Jimmy 
Lonseth, Tommy Wisniewski, Luke Lyons, 
Butchie Mulvey, the Wojciechowski boys, 
the Kross brothers (Krzyzkowskis), Wayne 
and Ronnie Sturgis, Johnny, Denny, and 
Mark Pappa, Danny Erickson, Erik “Red” 
Erickson, Jimmy Cleary, Richard Dansces, 
the Switzer boys, Tommy Burkard, Joey 
“Jasko” Jaskowiak, Butchie Stamn, Jamie 
Quinlan, John “Bucky” Lounsbury, Donnie 
and George Carroll,  John Dale “Bo” and 
Paul Kurtz, Kenny Kokoska, the Batissa 
boys, Richie Stolte, Tommy Jerome, Roger 
Swanton, Neil Schurig, Jerry, Billy, and 
Danny Burlew, Ricky Kurowsky, and Drew 
Newcomb.

Reneé Gatz 

Gatz Releases New Book
The newly published book, Wise Words 

& Witty Expressions shares a collection of 
expressions that first-time author, Reneé 
Gatz, a Sayreville native and graduate of 
the Sayreville War Memorial High School, 
heard repeatedly throughout her growing 
years from her parents. Gatz’s parents used 
the expressions captured in her book to help 
teach their children how to keep life in per-
spective, remind them what was important, 
and to laugh at foolishness so as not to take 
life too seriously.

In her early growing years, Gatz did not 
appreciate the power of the expressions her 
parents spoke but as she grew was amazed 

at how these expressions would come back 
to her to provide clarity, understanding or a 
laugh at just the right moment.

She has compiled those expressions 
in her first book, Wise Words & Witty Ex-
pressions and hopes that you find the same 
wisdom, insight, humor, and shear enjoy-
ment in these words that she has grown to 
appreciate.

Gatz was motivated to share these 
expressions based on the positive response 
she would receive when she would men-
tion one in conversation, the surprise that 
an expression she had heard her entire life 
was new to someone, and her natural desire 
to communicate those great thoughts with 
others.  

“In particular, in the challenging times 
we are all facing today,” explains Gatz, 
“it is more important than ever to remind 
ourselves of what’s really important and to 
remember that even in our most challenging 
moments there are lessons to be learned that 
will benefit us going forward and laughs to 
be had.”

Gatz is available for speaking engage-
ments where she can share the common-sense 
wisdom she learned from her parents through 
the power of expression. To arrange for her 
to speak at your organization, please call 
732-406-4334.

Gatz’s book Wise Words & Witty 
Expressions is available in hard cover, pa-
perback, and e-book through her blog site 
www.reneegatz.com and is also available 
at www.amazon.com. Visit her blog site to 
share your Wise Words and Witty Expres-
sions as well.

More Hole-In-The-Wall Members
By Tom Burkard

Here is a random roster of other boys 
who grew up or lived in the Mechanicsville 
section of South Amboy through the years.  
Let us know if we inadvertently missed 
anyone.

Charles "Buddy" Dooling; Max Kurtz; 
Walt Rogers Jr.; Allie Clark; George Spieck-
er; Frank O'Brien Jr.; Joe Wyluda Sr.; The 
Januszak Brothers-Frank, Tony; The Swit-
zer Brothers-Gene, Billy, Bobby, Michael, 
Shawn, Keith, Patrick; The Wojciechowski 
Brothers-Hank, Tom, John, Ken, Bruce; 
The Krzyzkowski (Cross) Brothers-Ron, 
Mickey, Carl; The Sturgis Brothers-Wayne, 
Ron, John; The Pappa Brothers-John, Denny, 
Mark; John "Smokey" Cross; The Batissa 
Brothers-Jim, Sam, Ray; Bobby Jerome; 
The Porga Brothers-Pete, Joe; Philip Jones, 
John Letteriello, John Letteriello Jr.; Danny 
Cadigan; The McCarthy Brothers-Ken, Tom 
"Smoothie," Bobby; The Scully Brothers-
Bobby, Mike, Kevin, Joey Brian, Jimmy, 
Mark; The Buickerood Brothers-Karl, 
Brian; The LaVigne Brothers-Joe, Darren, 
Doug, Corey; The LaCross Brothers-Lloyd, 
Bobby; Ray Leonard; Ricky Kurowsky; 

Ray Durski Jr.; The Semoneit Brothers-
Karl and Kurt; The Wilusz Brothers-John, 
Danny, Jeff, Billy; Chris Michalsky; The 
Ball Brothers-Glenn, Daryl; Gene Cross; 
The O'Leary Brothers-Dennis, Terry, Bob, 
Tim; Frank Woznica; The Walczak Broth-
ers-Tim, Ken; Jamie Quinlan; The Janeczko 
Brothers-Lester, George, Teddy; The Hurst 
Brothers-Fred, Ricky; George Cattano Jr.; 
The Applegate Brothers-Don, Jim "Jamie;" 
The Rossman Brothers-Andy, Gary; The 
Tingle Brothers-Jimmy, Mike; Jay Thomas; 
Chris "C.J." Schaaf; Frank Starosciak; 
The Kulcsar Brothers-Mike, Dave; Ray 
Thompson; Eddie Mancini; Joe Bellia; Mike 
Flakker; Joe Wyluda Jr.; The Hutson Broth-
ers-Dennis, Glenn; Danny Paone; Kevin 
Zebro; The Meszaros Brothers-Wayne, 
Kevin; The Newcomb Brothers-Drew Jr., 
and Matt.; The following brothers: Mancini; 
Cosentino; Benson. 

Senior Christmas 
Party

The OLV Seniors will hold their an-
nual Christmas Party on Friday, December 
4, 2009 at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. 
There will be a short business meeting prior 
to the party. 

Entertainment will be provided by 
Patsy Palma. A buffet luncheon will include: 
stuffed cabbage, kielbasa and Sauerkraut, 
baked ziti, chicken marsala, tossed salad, po-
tato salad, cake, coffee, and tea. The price of 
the meal is $10.00. Checks should be written 
to OLV Seniors and mailed to: Ann Floersch, 
12 Nimitz Pl. Sayreville, NJ 09972.

Party Helps Soldiers, Meals on Wheels
Halloween at the home of Nick and Judy 

Kides of Sayreville is always extraordinary!  
For the past 9 years the Kides’ have been 
holding their Charity Halloween party with 
their two children, Nicholas, 15 and Nicole, 
13.  Each year Nicholas and Nicole decide 
what charity or charities their Halloween 
party will benefit.  This year, being their 10th 
year, was extra special so they decided on 
helping two charities: one on the local level 
and one on the national level.  The groups 
benefiting were The Middlesex County 
Meals on Wheels Program along with Cell 
Phones for Soldiers (CPFS), a nationwide 
charity that allows soldiers to call their loved 
ones at home free of charge. 

Due to the overwhelming generosity of 
Nicholas and Nicole’s  St. Stanislaus Kostka 
classmates, along with friends, neighbors and 
family of the Kides’, the donation table was 
overflowing with peanut butter and jelly, the 
requested items Meals on Wheels needed, 

along with several used cell phones. A special 
“thank you” goes also goes

out to the several families and local 
food vendor, Bear Hot Dogs located on 
Bordentown Avenue, Sayreville, who gave 
monetary donations for this event. 

The Kides’ are grateful to everyone that 
has attended this party for the last 10 years.   
“Without them we would never be able to 
help all the charities like we have. Everyone 
who has come have gone out of their way 
to make sure they are successful  because 
they know it’s helping those less fortunate, 
and that’s what it’s really all about”, said 
Judy Kides. 

New Members 
Needed

Sayreville Auxiliary Police are seeking 
new members to join its volunteerforce. 
Interested applicants must be 18 years of 
age or older, be able topass a criminal back-
ground check and possess a valid New Jersey 
driver'slicense. Applications are available 
at: www.sayrevillepoliceaux.org, or send a 
letterof interest to: Sayreville Police Depart-
ment, Attn: Auxiliary Police, 1000Main St., 
Sayreville, NJ 08872. Include your full legal 
name, address, phone number and a brief 
summaryabout yourself.

1963 Election
In South Amboy two City Council seats 

were open in the First and Fourth Wards.  In 
the First Ward, Republican Eugene Szeszko 
won a very tight race over Democrat John 
"Jack" Hospidor 598-581.   In the Fourth 
Ward battle, Republican J. Peter Rush also 
won a close contest over Democrat William 
"Biff" McKeon, 652-553.

Winery/Casino Trip
The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip 

to Renault Winery/Casino on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 7, 2010. The cost of the trip is $47.00 
which includes the Winery luncheon, bus 
transportation and cash voucher from the 
casino. The bus will leave OLV lower park-
ing lot at 9:30AM and return approximately 
9PM. Please contact Jack at 732-254-7263 
to reserve a seat. 
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The legendary Brian Wilson, who rose to fame in the 1960's by writing most of The Beach 
Boys fabulous songs turned in an outstanding performance with his band at the Count Basie 
Theatre recently.  Taylor Mills (l) is Wilson's terrific background singer, and has recently 
recorded her first solo album, "Lullagoodbye."  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

History Of Local Bands/Entertainers
Part 3

By Clem Skarzynski

And the beat goes on!  Here are some 
more great local bands.  How many do you 
remember? The In Between (1967-68); The 
Fifth Extent (1968); The Live Five (1968); 
Memory Lane (1980); Footsteps/Kindred 
(1973-Present); Manzo (1974); Threshold 
(1978); Atlantic City Expressway (Late 
1970's); McCarthy Brothers (1979-?); 
The Gayles (1979); Shamus (1980-81); 
Rapture (1981-Present); Tasha (1981-82); 
The Gamblers (1981-82); Tommy Buck & 
Tennessee (1982); Hole-In-The-Wall Gang 
(1982-83); Voyager (1982-85); Southern 
Fry (1983); Time Peace (1986); The Lincoln 

Conspiracy (1987); The Rich Richards Band 
(1993-94); The Odd Couple (1995-97); Soul 
Pilots (1997); 28 Days (1996); Hung Jury 
(Present)

The Honor Roll-Other fabulous musi-
cians/singers: Jerry Smith, Dave Silva, Mike 
Kelly, Tim Kelly, Mark Cholowski, Eddie 
Sharp, Mike Makar, Drew Cross, Gene 
Cross, Bob O'Leary, Jerry Henderson, Alan 
Temperini.  

*Let us know if we inadvertently missed 
anyone.   

#1 Pop Hits On Nov. 
21
2001-Family Affair-Mary J. Blige
1997-Fly-Sugar Ray
1985-We Built This City-Starship
1971-Theme From Shaft-Isaac Hayes
1969-Wedding Bell Blues-The 5th Dimen-
sion
1958-Tom Dooley-The Kingston Trio

#1 Country Hits On 
Nov. 21
1995-Check Yes Or No-George Strait
1988-I'll Leave This World-Ricky Van 
Shelton
1970-I Can't Believe-Charley Pride
1967-It's The Little Things-Sonny James
1959-Country Girl-Faron Young

Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band  Part II
Giants Stadium, East Rutherford, NJ   September 30, 2009

Bruce And The Band Throw A (Wrecking) Ball For About 
50,000 Of Their Closet Friends!

By Phil Rainone & Friends
Bruce took a moment to mention that Danny Federici was, at the time of the studio 

recording, a key member of the band who helped to flesh out some of the music on the 
now classic album.

After almost two hours you would have 
thought that this might have been enough, 
but NO!- there was plenty more where that 
came from!! “Waiting on a Sunny Day” 
opened the second half as Bruce walked 
around the outside of the stage, and into the 
crowd bringing along with him all the joy and 
happiness the song possesses. It was infec-
tious! After he got back up on stage, Bruce 
saw a kid  down in front singing along. He 
pulled him up on the stage, asked him his 
name and age (Mike 12 years old), handed 
him the microphone and let him sing two 
choruses on his own. After he finished, he 
took a big bow along side Bruce, and headed 
back into the crowd as they all gave him a 
thunderous applause! 

Without missing a beat, the band 
launched into “The Promised Land” like 
it was the first time they had played this 
thirty-something year old warhorse. Bruce 
lead the charge with a sizzling harp intro, 
that got just about everyone to their feet, 
singing along.- Sheer bliss!  

Neatly sandwiched between “The Prom-
ised Land” and it’s counter part from the 
“Darkness” album “Badlands,” were newer 
tunes like “Into the Fire,” “Lonesome Day,” 
and “The Rising.” All thee songs were to the 
point, and served as an impromptu trilogy 
that blended well. Then, when The E Street 
Band locked into “Badlands” the whole 
joint erupted into euphoria, as the crowd 
filled in the “ooohh, oohh, oohh, ooohhh’s 
” in the chorus, that echoed throughout the 
old lady.

 “Is anybody alive out there?!”- Bruce 
yelled out, as if he really needed to ask! 
Again, this being my first time in a stadium 
this large, I was in awe of the crowd, the 
mojo, and the good vibes that Bruce and 
The E Street Band could conjure up! The 
momentum kept rising as they blasted into 
“No Surrender.” If ever there were a song 
to define what Bruce Springsteen and The E 
street Band were about, and us right along 
with them, this would have to be one of 
them!- “Well we busted out of class, had 
to get away from those fools/ We learned 
more in a three-minute record then we ever 
did in school.”

Now It’s Party Time!
 As the band ripped into an instrumental 

version of the old R&B rocker, “Raise Your 
Hand,” Bruce went into the crowd that was 
pressed up against the stage throughout the 
whole show, and pulled about a dozen signs 
out of the audience as he had been doing 
in recent shows to play ”Stump the Band.” 
The first song “The E Street Shuffle,” which 
despite all it’s rockin’ funk and sass, was 
actually, as Bruce described it, “The E Street 
Shuffle has no dance steps. It’s what you do 
when you have to put up with all the crap 
you get each day.” 

Before the next request that Bruce pulled 
from the audience, he added a spoken-word 
intro, which in the past was usually a child-
hood story that he would have a conversation 
with Clarence as his “straight man,”  that 
would turn into some kind of really cool 
introduction to a song, “It was the weirdest 
dream I ever had.” Bruce started off, and 
for about five minutes he described being 
in his house with all his relatives. “I was 

walking around taking to everyone, and 
then it got really dark… and than there was 
a cake!- And this is the part you won’t be-
lieve,” he told Clarence, with The Big Man 
playing Bruce’s foil as he has for so many 
years when Bruce spins his tales. “There 
were 60 (expletive) candles on it!” A roar 
rose up from the crowd, as two days prior 
to the show was Bruce’s 60th birthday. The 
whole stadium sang “Happy Birthday” to 
The Boss!! Then the band lit up the crowd 
with “Growin Up,’ which made everyone  
deliriously happy!!

“American Land”  from The Seeger 
Sessions album, which has recently pretty 
much become a staple as one of the encores, 
got everyone’s Irish up! Frank got into the 
groove with a quick Irish jig, and even with 
the little space we all had, the place was 
flippin’ out!!

For one of the last two encores they 
dusted off “Dancing in the Dark,” in which 
they pretty much ditched the originals 80’s 
new wave keyboard cadence, in favor of a 
more rockin’ vibe, which sounded ever better 
than the original. And yes, Bruce did pull a 
woman up out of the audience, a la Courtney 
Cox, to dance with him toward the end of 
the song. She, and we had a blast!

Taking a sober moment to talk about the 
Food Banks of New Jersey, he used a line 
that he said he hadn’t used  in about 20 years, 
back when Reagan was in office. I remember 
reading the interview Rolling Stone did with 
Bruce back then, and  part of what he said 
has stuck with me ever since. 

Bruce, was talking about the economy 
back than as he was now, and how we should 
all try to help each other. “Nobody wins un-
less we all win.” Meaning that we’re all in 
this together, and the helping hand you give 
at some point may be the one you‘ll get if 
you ever need it .

“Hard Times” exemplified those 
thoughts, and it felt like a shared community 
of hope, love, and faith that would hopefully 
last long after these shows were done.  

After over three hours, and almost 
thirty songs, Bruce Springsteen and The E 
Street Band (Max tore it up on the drums, 
and Roy played exquisite keyboards), Bruce 
dedicated “Rosealita (Come Out Tonight)” 
to his wife Patti, who he said would be there 
for Saturday’s show.

 I think I’ve pretty much used up all the 
most prolific verbs that I could conjure up (I 
have a really cool Thesaurus), for this show 
so the best way I can describe the reaction 
to “Rosealita” (which is Frank’s favorite 
Springsteen song), is- imagine about 50,000 
Springsteen fans in Giants Stadium sitting 
in cramped, hard plastic seats most of the 
night with hardly any room to move. Then 
imagine  the guitar intro for “Rosealita” 
blaring out of the speakers.- THE WHOLE 
JOINT GETS UP AND STARTS DANCING 
LIKE THERE’S NO TOMORROW!!  

Music Trivia
New Jersey Natives & Their Songs Part 2

By Tom Burkard

1.__ Dr. Hook a.Simon Says
2.__Joey Dee & The Starlighters b.Brandy
3.__Gloria Gaynor c.Sylvia's Mother
4.__Looking Glass d.Peppermint Twist
5.__Marilyn McCoo e.The Rose
6.__Bette Midler f.You Don't Have To Be A Star
7.__The Manhattans g.Queen Of Hearts
8.__Juice Newton h.Kiss And Say Goodbye
9.__1910 Fruitgum Co. i.Kodachrome
10._The Shirelles j.A Girl Like You
11._Paul Simon k.Soldier Boy
12._The Smithereens l.You're The One That I Want
13._Lenny Welch m.Sugar Town
14._Dionne Warwick n.Since I Fell For You
15._John Travolta o.I Say A Little Prayer
16._Nancy Sinatra p.I Will Survive

Answers
1c 2d 3p 4b 5f 6e 7h 8g 9a 10k 11i 12j 13n 14o 15l 16m.
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School Sports (As of Nov. 7)
By Tom Burkard

Hall-of-Fame Coach Ed Twomey and his Cardinal McCarrick boys cross country team take 
a well-deserved break after another exciting victory.  (Photo submitted)

Football
Sayreville (8-1) The Blue & Gray 

powerhouse is turning in one of the finest 
seasons in Sayreville history.   Quarterback 
Joe Geiger is awesome, currently #2 in the 
county with 1,218 passing yards, and tied 
for the most touchdown passes with 16.  He 
has completed 65-108.  Delon Stephenson 
is one of the top receivers in the county 
with 32 receptions, 411 yards, and 4 TD's.  
Other recent stars for the Bombers are Alex 
Yanuzzelli, Nick Bodtmann, Dorien Clyne, 
David Milewski, David and Davon Jackson, 
Fain, and Basim.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-6) Recent Eagle 
standouts are quarterback Taylor Clark, Jose 
Ruiz, Elliott Medina, and soph William 
Thomas.

Boys Soccer
Sayreville (12-8) The Eze brothers, 

Kene, Emeka, and Olisa have been provid-
ing most of the Bombers scoring, with Kene 
holding down the #2 spot in county scoring.  
Ousama Sbeah nailed the game-winning 
goal against Piscataway.  Ferid Kolenovic 
scored 11 goals for the season.  Goalkeeper 
Jake Ryan had a fine season, as did defensive 
standouts Nick Colgan and Jude Safaro.

South Amboy (9-8-1) Coach Tony 
Gonsalves' Gold Division champions have 
received outstanding play recently from Matt 
Reagan, Christian Geant, Kevin Pearson, 
Kozak, and goalie Dylan Brown.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-10) Emmanuel 
Costa and Eric Szewezuk have turned in fine 
recent performances.

Girls Soccer
Cardinal McCarrick (14-8) Coach Jeff 

Sprague's Lady Eagles turned in another fine 
season.  The top offensive players recently 
were Amanda Murray, Rebecca Beshada, 
Victoria Lussier, and Allison Smith.

Sayreville (7-7) Top players over the last 
few games were Brittany Nowicki, Alexis 
Ramehajan, Staci Jankielewicz.

South Amboy (5-14) Margarita Galanos, 
Kaitlyn Hubbard, and Alexandria Romero 
provided scoring punch over the last few con-
tests, while goalkeeper Melissa McCleary 
notched 3 shutouts on the season. 

Field Hockey
Sayreville (9-10-1) Katie Dovidauskas, 

Lanie Andrews, and Stefanie Passman have 
lit up the scoreboard recently, while Jamie 
Unkel has excelled at goalkeeper with 2 
shutouts.

Girls Tennis
Sayreville (Unknown) Top players were 

Singles-Tanasia Wilson, Jessica Kitrys, 
Sonica Khatari.  Doubles teams of Sheena 
Shah-Regina Strugala.

Cardinal McCarrick (Unknown) Lead-
ing players: Singles-Ji Yu Wan, Liz Fehl, 
Kasia Danilczuk.  Doubles-Jen Shereyka-
Jamie Williams.

South Amboy (Unknown) The Lady 
Guvs best players in Singles were Diane 
Dzioba and Mary O'Connor.  Doubles-Kylie 
Malkiewicz-Karen Vazquez.

Boys Cross Country
Cardinal McCarrick (6-2) Coach Ed 

Twomey's Eagles enjoyed a fine season 
in '09.  The Blue & Gold's top runner was 
Ryan Kelly, and he was followed by John 
Costello, Chris Fraser, Rick Baumann and 
James Nizolek.

Sayreville (Unknown) Nick Pizzi was 
easily the Bombers' best runner, and was 
followed by James DeLucia, Sean Hullings, 
and Conor Brophy.

South Amboy (1-6) Vinny Romano and 
Chris Ikan led the Guvs.

Girls Cross Country
Cardinal McCarrick (5-3) Julianne 

Snider was the top runner and was followed 
by Kelly Taylor, Claire Collins, and Mary 
Brennan.

Sayreville (Unknown) The Bomb-
ers were led by Janice Frontera, Shannon 
McKenna, Rachel Castellito, and Katie 
Seaman.

South Amboy (Unknown) Kim Rich-
mond, Nicole Acosta, and Kayla Kaboski 
were the best for the Lady Guvs.

Eagles Cross Country Finishes 6-2
(Article Submitted)

The Cardinal McCarrick boys cross 
country team enjoyed a productive season, 
turning in a fine 6-2 record.  The Eagles 
avenged losses to Dunellen, South Amboy, 
and South River, to reverse last year's 3-5 
mark.  The team was led by All-Division 
runner Ryan Kelly, a junior, who tied the 
Waterfront Park school record of 17:30, set 

by Matt Wiater in 2007.  The remainder of 
the top 5 runners were junior John Costello, 
senior Chris Fraser, sophomore Rick Bau-
mann, and sophomore James Nizolek.  Soph 
Blaise Hode and freshman Conor Gilen were 
the top new runners.  With only one senior 
on the team, Coach Ed Twomey is expecting 
another successful campaign next season.

Members of the Sayreville Bombers football team, in cooperation with the Salvation Army are 
pictured getting ready to serve meals to 25 Care House residents and community members 
in Perth Amboy.  (Photo courtesy of Peggy Yanuzzelli and Karen Spade)

Zebras Shock 
Bombers

The Sayreville Bombers dream for 
an undefeated football season, came to an 
abrupt end at the hands of a fired-up New 
Brunswick Zebras club, as the locals fell, 
28-13.  Sayreville took an 8-0 record into 
the game, while the New Brunswick club 
was 5-3.

The Blue & Gray touchdowns came on 
a 53-yard touchdown pass from Joe Geiger 
to Nick Bodtmann, and Basim Fain broke 
loose on a 66-yard punt return for a TD.

Eze Scores 100th,
Cifelli Wins 100th

Sayreville boys' soccer superstar, Kene 
Eze scored the 100th goal of his career, as the 
Bombers blasted Timothy Christian, 7-1.  He 
also added another goal in the contest.  

The game featured another milestone, 
as Coach Nick Cifelli won the 100th soccer 
match of his career as Sayreville's varsity 
coach.  Congratulations, Kene and Nick on 
your great accomplishments! 

Bombers Help Needy
The talented Sayreville Bombers foot-

ball team, along with their parents took 
time to assist the Salvation Army in Perth 
Amboy, by helping to serve meals to a group 
of 25 Care House residents and community 
members. 

The food was donated by the Sayreville 
Bombers Touchdown Club, Shop Rite of 
Sayreville donated a 10 lb. ham, and a 12 
lb. turkey, which was expertly cooked and 
sliced by Bombers' assistant coach, Jim 
Nardone,   Peggy Yanuzzelli, President of 
the Middlesex County Board of Realtors, 
and mother of Sayreville linebacker, Alex 
Yanuzzelli, donated $350 worth of food 
baskets to help the shelter's food bank for 

Thanksgiving.
The event, which was a "great suc-

cess," was organized by Yanuzzelli and 
Karen Spade, mother of Bomber linebacker 
Bobby Spade.

Congratulations to the players who 
donated their time and energy to make 25 
needy people very happy.  The following 
Bombers' participated; Craig Switzer, Davon 
Jackson, Basim Fain, Alex Yanuzzelli, 
Kyle Anderson, Bobby Spade, Dom Clark, 
Dorien Clyne, Nick Esposito, Matthew 
Tartza, Taylor Hausmann, David Jackson, 
Miguel Marmalejos, Nicole Galvin, Ronal 
M. Pressey.

Milewski Picks 
Rutgers

Sayreville standout middle linebacker/
tight end, David Milewski made a non-bind-
ing commitment to attend Rutgers next fall 
on a football scholarship.  Milewski leads 
the Bombers with most tackles 74, 9.3 per 
game, and also has 2 sacks, 2 interceptions, 
2 fumble recoveries.  Offensively, he has 
caught 23 passes for 234 yards, an average 
of 29.3 per catch, and has also scored 5 
touchdowns.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

The South Amboy Guvs boys' soccer team celebrates after capturing the Mayor's Cup with 
a big win over cross-town rival, Cardinal McCarrick.  In addition, SA won the Gold Division 
title this season.  Congratulations!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Coach Jeff Sprague's Cardinal McCarrick Lady Eagles girls' soccer team is jubilant after 
defeating South Amboy to win the Mayor's Cup.  (Photo by Brian Stratton) 
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The Holidays at 
Dowdell

 'Tis the Season!   The Sadie Pope 
Dowdell Library in South Amboy will host 
the community’s annual Holiday Open 
House on Monday, December 21st from 7 – 9 
pm.  This will be a great opportunity to 

check out the special half-price book sec-
tion or borrow some intriguing new movies.  
Take a break from seasonal demands while 
savoring refreshments amidst Lee Barwood’s 
soothing harp music.  Everyone 

is invited; you don’t need a library card 
to attend.  However, if you’d like to sign-up 
for a card, it’s free for South Amboy resi-
dents.  Families are welcome to attend and 
may enter to compete in the Beatles’  Wii 
Rock Band competition from 8 – 9 pm in the 
Children’s Room (no experience necessary).  
Since there will be limited availability, pre-
registration is required!

Artists and creative folk: Don’t miss the 
“Doodle Dude” on Thursday, December 3 
at 6 pm!  Adults and teens are welcome to 
attend this fun, cartooning event!

Kids, be sure to mark your calendar 
for two exciting holiday programs: Friday, 
December 11 at 3:30 pm (ages 0 – 8) and 
Thursday, December 17 at 6:30 pm (ages 
9 – 18).  In addition to celebrating the 
holiday season and enjoying refreshments, 
Beatles’ Wii Rock Band competitions will 
be presented for each age group (no experi-
ence necessary). Since there will be limited 
availability, pre-registration is required. 
Prizes awarded!

Movies @ Dowdell: The “G Force” 
(rated G) movie screening will take place 
on Tuesday, December 15 at 6 pm; “My 
Sister’s Keeper” will take place on Monday, 
November 23 at 6 pm and “Julie and Julia” 
will take place on Saturday, December 19 
at 1:30 pm.

Special donations @ Dowdell: Book 
plating is a popular way to remember and 
honor the friends and relatives in your life 
by dedicating a book for the holidays.  The 
person’s special interests are taken into ac-
count when the donation is given and a book 
on that topic will be purchased.  Not only 
does it help support the library, it honors the 
person whose name is chosen.  The library 
selects and purchases the material and the 
donor is notified with a gift card when the 
material arrives.  Book topics range from his-
tory to fiction, or even children’s materials.  
A minimum donation of $25.00 is requested.  
Another option is to make a special donation 
of $500.00 or more to establish a special 
fund on a particular subject or in a loved-
one’s memory.  The library can also be a 
beneficiary in wills.  Donors are requested 
to discuss such endowments with the Library 
Director in advance.  

To check the latest library news, log 
onto www.dowdell.org.  For more infor-
mation, contact the library 732-721-6060 
or comments@dowdell.org.  The library 
is adjacent to the high school off  O'Leary 
Boulevard.

Up In A Tree
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1974

Why forth be up into a tree
Cradled and crotched, for what purpose 
me?
Climbing up, up to the tip I ascend
Swaying the stem, and the branches bend;
To touch the sky, but I reach the end
Hugging the bole as a love, as a need
Wanting the boughs to return love by deed
It acts like a mother and woos me a bit
What feels it, while I sit
Perched like a bird, like a knot I fit
Why do I feel to write in this tree?
My soul and my mind and my heart flows 
free
Found by the touch of its strength, of its 
shad
As a boy I had played, as a man I seek aid
Now in wonderment, a poem I have made.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

T.H.E. 
Game

Glory Days in
Local Sports

1944-This talented Sayreville Bombers basketball team featured some very well-known 
local names.  Pictured bottom row (l-r) Homer Dill, Don "Mickey" Czok, Coach Bill Colucci, 
John Johansen, Ted Gutkowski, John Wortley. Top row (l-r) Buddy Gwizdak, Hank Walerzak, 
Ted Galibedes, Hank Parciak, John Lapa, Jim Callahan, Charles "Chubby" Derent.  (Photo/
names courtesy of Homer and Shirley Dill)

1952-Sayreville's football team 
opened its season with a 25-7 romp 
over Netcong.  Quarterback Rich 

Kurczeski fired a 28-yd. TD pass 
to Joe Rudy, and another 24-
yarder to Charlie Kolb.  Halfback 

Paul Herrick broke loose for touchdown runs 
of 18 and 12 yards. 1968-St.Mary's opened 
its basketball season with a 62-56 win over 
Perth Amboy St. Mary's.  Top scorers were 
Jim McCloud with 21 points, Mark Bratus 19, 
and George Krzyzanowski 10. 1978-Hoff-
man boys' soccer club nipped Perth Amboy 
Tech, 2-1 on a penalty kick by Mark Wahler 
with 5:00 left.  John Ziola also scored for 
the Purple & Gold. 1980-The Guvs boys' 
basketball team nipped East Brunswick 
Tech, 53-52 on a beautiful clutch jumper by 
Billy Lewis with 0:04 left.  He finished with 
18 points and 10 rebounds.1998-Sayreville 
girls' soccer squad belted JFK, 5-1.  Rachel 
Furio and Christine Domanico nailed 2 goals 
apiece, while Leah Craig added a goal and 2 
assists.  2000-St. Mary's mauled McCorristin 
of Trenton 34-12 in football action.  Chris 
Dobrowolski had touchdown runs of 22 
and 6 yards, while rushing for 176 yards in 
20 carries.  Kevin Ousley and Starega each 
scored TD's on 3-yard runs, while Simpson 
broke loose for a 15-yd. TD romp. Brian 
Matousek booted 4 extra points.

Sport-Basketball
Year-1962
Teams-St. Mary's (3-0) vs. Perth Amboy in 
the 6th Annual Holiday Festival
Recap-Jack Kreiger poured in 29 points, 
and Tom Farrell scored 20, and ripped 35 
rebounds for a new school record, to lead 
the Eagles to a convincing 81-64 victory 
over the Panthers of Perth Amboy.  Farrell 
fired in 15 of his points in the second half 
for Coach Luke Lenahan's club.
Co-MVP's-Tom Farrell and Jack Kreiger.

35 Years Ago
1974-St. Mary's pounded Gloucester 

Catholic, 80-68, as Mark Clark scored 20 
points, to lead the way, and was followed 
by Ray Lasko 18, Joe Kolakowski 13, Jeff 
Sprague 6, Becker 6, Brand 6, Mike Deitche 
3, Davies 2 points.  The victory of Gloucester 
Catholic was quite possibly the only time 
that the Eagles have defeated the powerful 
South Jersey club.

*Sayreville super athlete, Steve Mak-
winski finished #2 in the county with 577 
points.  He also grabbed 171 rebounds.  He 
was selected 1st Team All-County by TNT, 
and also 1st Team All-Middlesex in The 
Star Ledger.

Kelly On Hall Ballot
Tom Kelly, a 1968 St. Mary's graduate 

will be on the Baseball Hall of Fame ballot 
when the Hall of Fame Veterans Committee 
votes in December.  Kelly led the Minnesota 
Twins to the World Series title in 1987 and 
1991, and won more than 1,000 games in 
his managerial career.

Other managers on the ballot include 
Billy Martin, Whitey Herzog, Gene Mauch, 
Davey Johnson, Danny Murtaugh, and 
Charlie Grimm.

South Amboy 
Sabres

1963-The South Amboy Sabres Pop 
Warner Midgets football team lost its season 
finale to New Brunswick, 14-7 and finished 
with 3 wins and 5 losses.  Pat McDonough 
broke loose for a 23-yard touchdown run, and 
also scored the extra point on a sweep.

1975-The Sabres Midgets shocked 
defending CNJ Federation champs, St. 
Bartholomew's, 13-12.  Quarterback Alex 
MacNeil starred by firing a 65-yard touch-
down pass to Shawn Leonard, followed by 
an extra point pass completion to Leonard.  
MacNeil then connected on a 60-yard TD 
bomb to Mike Attardi to upset undefeated 
St. Bart's.

90 Years Ago
1919-South River riddled South 

Amboy's football team, 19-6.  Roy Ben-
nett intercepted a pass and ran 40 yards an 
SA touchdown.  Other familiar last names 
in South Amboy's lineup and their posi-
tions were: LE-Dowdell LT-Lambertson 
LG-Wilber C-Kurtz RG-Romeo RT-King 
RE-Bartkoviak QB-McCarthy LHB-James 
RHB-Perkins FB-Bennett.

65 Years Ago
1944-Local basketball stars selected to 

All-State teams by The Home News were: 
Groups 1 & 2-1st Team-Jim Croddick, Hoff-
man; 2nd Team-Ted Gutkowski, and John 
Wortley, Sayreville; Prep School-1st Team-
Bob Fleming, and Reggie Carney, St. Mary's; 
2nd Team-George Harkins, St. Mary's.

45 Years Ago
1964-The South Amboy Men's Senior 

Basketball League featured 6 teams: Pro-
tection, Sacred Heart, St. Mary's C.Y.O., 
English Chevron, Prasnal's Luncheonette, 
and Stewart's.

*Sayreville's talented tackle, Mike Gi-
gliello led the football team with 81 tackles 
and was a 1st All-County choice by The 
Evening News.  Running back, John Mc-
Carthy was a 3rd team pick.

40 Years Ago
1969-St. Mary's super basketball star, 

Jim McCloud was a 1st Team All-County 
selection in the The News Tribune (TNT).  
He was #8 in the county with 482 points, and 
#7 with a scoring average of 20.1 ppg..

30 Years Ago
1979-Soph John Inman led the St. 

Mary's Eagles baseball team with a siz-
zling.385 batting average, and also won 5 
games on the mound, turning in a stellar 
1.48 ERA.

*Eagles' soccer stars, Paul Fecskov-
ics and Vinnie Applegate were 1st Team 
All-CVC (Central Valley Conference) 
selections.

*Monroe nipped Hoffman 2-1 to capture 
the CJ Group I state soccer championship.  
Tom Mulligan scored an unassisted goal for 
the Governors.

25 Years Ago
1984-Hoffman's talented basketball 

team blasted the Bombers of Sayreville, 77-
52, as Peter Smith led the way with 32 points 
and 14 rebounds.  Others contributing for the 
Guvs were Joe Lewis, Pat Leonard and Billy 
Bright, who scored 12 points apiece.

1979-Coach Tony Gonsalves' Hoffman Governors soccer club were thrilled to attend Pele's 
Soccer Camp.  Pele, (6th from left) is the greatest soccer player in the history of the game.  
How many players can you identify in this photo?  (Photo courtesy of John Dragotta)
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The colder weather has brought in more 

Striped Bass in the bay and ocean.  More bass 
are being caught every day. It’s especially 
good in the surf at Island beach and LBI.  
Both bait and lures work in the ocean.  In 
the bay off our local beaches it’s more of a 
bait deal.  A few Black Drum are surprising 
some anglers who are fishing for Bass. One 
Black Drum at over 100 pounds was recently 
caught at Union Beach.  The large Bluefish 
seemed to have moved out of the bay.  If you 
want them, then jig fishing on party boats in 
the ocean is quite good with some Stripers 
mixed in.  Sea Bass in the 3 mile limit of 
the State waters are thinning out, but large 
Porgies and Blackfish are taking up the slack. 
The bag limit for Blackfish goes up to 6 fish 
from one after November 16th. Sea Bass in 
Federal waters is closed at present and may 
not be kept, but the United Boatmen have 
filed a lawsuit to overturn this action.
Fresh Water

Recent rainy weather has dampened up 
trout fishing, but it should get better with the 
nicer weather.  Some large ones have been 
caught anyway in all State wide streams 
that were stocked.  It is also getting better 
in Round Valley Reservoir at both the boat 
ramps for Rainbow Trout.  Smallmouth Bass 
continue to please in the Delaware Valley 
along with a few Walleye.

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281 Lower Your Blood Pressure Naturally
Heart disease remains the number one 

cause of death in the U.S.  High blood pres-
sure, called hypertension affects more than 
50 million Americans.  The prevalence of 
high blood pressure increases with age and 
is often related to lifestyle habits.  If you are 
overweight, inactive and you smoke, your 
risks dramatically increase.  Persistently 
high blood pressure can lead to an enlarged 
heart, stroke and kidney damage.

Most health care professionals recom-
mend that patients try to restore a healthy 
blood pressure by first making lifestyle 
changes.

1.Stop smoking.  This will reduce your 
blood pressure and diminish your risk of 
cancer and cardiovascular disease.  2.Shed 
excess pounds.  There is a direct link between 
being overweight and having high blood 
pressure.  3.Decrease salt intake.  High salt 
intake is linked to high blood pressure.  You 
should consume no more than approximately 
1 teaspoon per day.  4.Add more fruit and 
vegetables to your plate and reduce your 
meat intake.  5.Limit alcohol consumption.  
Even small amounts can increase your blood 
pressure, especially women.  6.Exercise.  
First, get the green light from your health 
care professional .  Then slowly introduce 
aerobic exercise, like walking or riding a bike 
into your life.  Then, increase the time and 
intensity for at least 30 minutes on most days 
or 1 hour of increased intensity every other 
day.  And as always, an ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure!

St. Mary's Class of 
'69 Reunion

St. Mary's H.S. Class of 1969 will hold 
its 40th Anniversary Reunion on Sat., Dec. 
5 at Sciortino's Harbor Lights, 132 South 
Broadway, (Corner of John St.) South Am-
boy.  The casual affair will allow '69'ers to 
select and pay for their own food and drinks 
from a very large dinner menu.  Dinner will 
be served from 4-7 p.m., and the reunion 
will continue afterwards in the lounge.  Call 
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times at 732-
727-0398 or e-mail: satimes@aol.com. for 
reservations.  Deadline is Nov. 25.  
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WWW.?

Sierra Nevada Mountain Range?  Definitely not.  This interesting photo is located in either 
South Amboy or Sayreville.  Do you know what it is.  Send your answers to: thesatimes@
aol.com.  (Photo by Bill Garnett)

Last Month's Winners
Any of the following 3 businesses were 

acceptable for the October's WWW.? mystery 
photo contest: Morgan Fishery; Burlew's; and 
the current business, The Fishery.  Congratula-
tions to the following readers who correctly 
identified at least one: W. Tom Kross, Marion 
Mills, Tony & Peggy Mocarski, Robin Buck-
alew, Tom Allan Polanski, Nancy Reich, who 

also recalled that the building was "A game 
room for all Morgan kids."  Other winners 
were Mark Rodziewicz, Denice Hogan, 
Dennis O'Leary, Dan Spencer, Mary Ann 
Matarangolo, Elaine Zonak, Terry Erick-
son, Lynn Loy, Phil McCutcheon, Charles 
Kampo, Bobby Allen, Ilene Buckalew, Mary 
& Mike McCarthy.

Firefighters Photo
Last month's photo from The Firefight-

ers Archives has drawn some response from 
a few readers who are trying to help Mary 
Agnes Snover identify the brave gentlemen 
in the picture.

Former South Amboy residents Mary and 
Mike McCarthy said that, "Next to Chief John 
Szatkowski is Ed Szatkowski.  The 7th man 
from the left is Hank Megill.  In the back row, 
the 5th man is Mr. Moran, 8th is Mr. Trella, 
9th is my father Jim Kennedy from Augusta 
St., 11th is Harold McLaughlin."

Jerry Connors, formerly of South Amboy 
writes, "I would like to identify the remain-
ing unidentified 40 members at that time, so 
15 members were not present for one reason 
or the other when the photo was taken in 
1954 or 1955.  The reason for the photo is 
unknown to me.  The fire truck was a 1954 
Mack.  It bore Civil Defense emblems on the 
cab doors.  Mary Snover was correct on the 
7 members she identified.  To make things 
easier to follow, I will include those 7 along 
with the ones I remember.

Jack Howley-driver.  Standing (l-r) 
Terry McGuire, Buchko, Pat Connors, Arch 
Thomas, "Bullets" Moran, Ted Hensberger, 
Jerry Connors, Steve Trella, Jim Kennedy, 
Frank Musolino, Harold McLaughlin, Jim 

O'Brien, Ed Snover, and John Keays.  
Seated (l-r) Art "Muffie" Marczak, Richard 
Schultz, John Leonard, Martin Keays, John 
Szatkowski, Ed Szatkowski, Hank Megill, 
Tony Charmello, "Chiefy" Quinlan and 
Tommy Adamecs.

A few points of interest about the group 
in the picture; Tommy Adamecs, to the best 
of my knowledge is the only South Amboy 
fireman to die in the line of duty.  He suf-
fered a fatal heart attack while fighting a 
dwelling fire.  The current Protection fire 
truck has been dedicated to him, and has 
a commemorative plate bearing his name.  
There were several ex-Department Chiefs 
in the photo- Pat Connors 1941; Frank 
Musolino 1944; Martin Keays 1947; John 
Keays 1950.  John Keays was Chief at the 
time of the South Amboy Explosion, and the 
multi-alarm that destroyed the Empire "Itch" 
Theatre.  Several others made Department 
Chief later, but I do not know the dates.  
Finally, Richard Schultz and John Leonard 
were Mayors of South Amboy.  Leonard was 
Mayor at the time of the Explosion."

*Thank you to Mary and Mike McCar-
thy, and Jerry Connors for the assistance in 
identifying our firefighters of long ago, and 
also for the most interesting information!

Dear Tom,
It is with great pleasure to say how very 

proud I am to have been able to be a part of 
this wonderful organization, the "Mission 
of Honor for the Cremains of American 
Veterans" along with my Vietnam Veterans 
Chapter 233.  I couldn't have been more 
proud of my community than I was on Oct. 
21 at our Mission of Honor ceremony.  For 
the Mayor and Council to allow us to have 
the first Middlesex County burial ceremony 
at Borough Hall, well, it was absolutely the 
perfect place to give these three veterans their 
final military honors.  With Legion Post 211 
under the direction of Ed Strek, they really 
added pride to the ceremony.

Bill "Hawk" Connelly from the Pa-
triot Guard, who is a Mission member was 
asked to lead this mission planning with the 
state troopers, continuing the police escort 
to the turnpike all the way to Arneytown 
Jackson.

Councilman Kenneth Kelly, who is 
one of our chapter members helped put this 
wonderful ceremony together, and I can-
not than him enough for his knowledge of 
the veteran world and putting ceremonies 
together.  And let's not forget Carmen and 
Christine Spezzi from the Spezzi Funeral 
Home, and Maliszewski Funeral Home.  
What big hearts these two wonderful people 
have!  Today, I am feeling very proud.  Thank 
you, Sayreville!

Sincerely, Nellie Malet
Mission & Chapter Photographer
Sayreville

Tom,
Great newspaper!  I really enjoy all the 

great news, especially the articles by Elaine 
Holton Scott.  She writes as if we were there 
enjoying the adventures with her as a child.  
Thanks for the memories!

Lynn Loy,Morgan

Hi Tom,
My husband and my brother-in-law 

really enjoy your newspaper.  In fact, so do 
I.  You always do such a fine job!

Thanks,
Ruth Kuchinski

 November 6, 2009
We would like to sincerely thank the 

voters of Sayreville and the members of the 
Sayreville GOP who supported us during the 
campaign and showed their confidence by 
electing us to the Borough Council. 

 Our promise is to treat you with the 
respect and courtesy to which you are 
entitled when you come to a council meet-
ing, whether you agree with us or have a 
difference of opinion. As elected officials, 
it is our job to serve you, not the other way 
around. We will use our education and 
practical experience to do our utmost to pare 
down the budget, and to eliminate wasteful 
spending in order to stabilize municipal 
taxes.  We want to seek out the right kind 
of redevelopment for Sayreville and to see 
that it will benefit you, the residents, not 
line the pockets of opportunists. 

We have a party leader, not a party boss, 
and believe in honest, sensible government 
that keeps the best interests of the taxpayers 
and the future of Sayreville at the forefront 
when making decisions.  Times are hard 
and families have had to tighten their belts 
and do without frivolous or unnecessary 
things; so should your government, and 
that is our intention.

Thank you again for entrusting this job 
to us, we don’t intend to let you down.

Sincerely,
Nick Perrette & Frank Bella
Sayreville Councilmen-elect

Sayreville Library News
Sayreville Free Public Library an-

nounces the November storytime schedule.  
No registration is required.  You must present 
a Sayreville Library card to attend. For more 
information, call 732-727-0212, ext. 5.  Please 
be advised that the library will be closed on 
11/26 & 11/27.

Sing Along with Pat McKinley! Chil-
dren of all ages, accompanied by a parent, 
are invited to join Pat McKinley for 
30 minutes of lively music and 
song. On Tuesday at 12:45 
p.m. 11/24.

Creative Kids! Children 
ages 3 & up are invited to 
join us for a variety of age-
appropriate crafts.  Will meet 
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. 11/24.

Terrific 2s & 3s!  Children 
ages 2 & 3 are invited to join us 
for stories, songs and a coloring page!  
Meets Wednesdays at 11:00 on 11/4, 11/18 
& 11/25.

Sleepytime Stories! Wear your pajamas, 
bring your favorite stuffed toy and join us 
for bedtime stories.  Ages 3 & up with a 
caregiver. Will meets Wednesday at 6:00 
PM on 11/25.

Please note: Book Babies will no longer 
meet on Mondays. It has been combined with 
Toddler Time on Fridays.

The following programs require reg-
istration:

Middle School Book Discussion- We 
will be discussing Maximum Ride-The 
Angel Experiment by James Patterson. For 

grades 6-8. You must read the book before 
we meet! Register and pick up a copy of 
the book in the Children's Room.Refresh-
ments will be served! Thursday, December 
3 @ 6:00 PM.

Books to Keep-Once again this year, 
the Sayreville Public Library is collecting 
donations of new hardcover and paperback 
books for distribution to disadvantaged chil-

dren throughout Middlesex County 
during the holiday season.  The 

program, called Books to Keep, 
is a project of the Libraries 
of Middlesex, a consortium 
of public libraries, and the 
Middlesex County College 
Library. 

Books to Keep started 
in 1990 to promote the joy of 

reading, encourage library use 
and foster pride in book ownership.  

Distribution of books will be done through 
service clubs and social service agencies, 
including day care centers, soup kitchens, the 
Middlesex County Board of Social Services, 
Head Start programs and programs serving 
children with AIDS.  Since its inception, 
over 140,000 books have been distributed 
in cooperation with 49 different agencies 
and organizations throughout Middlesex 
County.  New hardcover and paperback 
books suitable for children from preschool 
through adolescence may be brought to the 
Sayreville Public Library Children’s Room 
through December 15.  

Thank You
The Sayreville Emergency Squad would 

like to thank the residents of Sayreville 
and its surrounding communities for all 
of the thank you cards, notes and letters 
which our squad continually receives.  As 
volunteers, these testimonials are well 
appreciated and really go a long way. 
The Squad would also like to thank 
all of the residents and organizations 
who participated and donated to the 
"Give to the Troops Drive" at our Squad.  
This event was an enormous success. 
For the third quarter of 2009, the 
Sayrevil le  Emergency Squad an-
swered a total of 704 emergency calls. 
Top responders were Kevin Ott, Jasmine 
Garcia, Matthew Johnsen, John Szurlej, 
Vincente Buffalino and Marco Colandrea. 

Can anyone out there in SA Times readership land help us to identify the people in 
this photo?  We're guessing that it was taken in the 1960's at South Amboy Memorial 
Hospital.  Please let us know at: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo by Marty Ruszala)

Help!!!

Happy
Thanksgiving
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Obituraries
Bowler, Vivian, 90, of Parlin died on 

Oct. 16.
Brennan, Barbara, 47, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 20.
Bronson, Connie, 83, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 28.
Cierpial, Laura "Granny," 102, of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 30.
Dudas, William V., 58, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 6.
Ferraro, Nancy, 86, of Parlin died on 

Oct. 22.
Gallas, Caroline P. Przybylko, 97, of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 1.
George, Ferris J., 87, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Oct. 3.
Gregoreski, Betty, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 12.
Hahn, Alan T., 59, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 14.
Hansen, Anna Podbelski, 95, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Oct. 27.
Hudak, Helen, 93, of Morgan died on 

Nov. 10.
Jamison, Mark, 54, of Parlin died on 

Oct. 21.
Karr, George F., 89, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 7.
Lejda, Helen, 91, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 8.
Lieb, Elizabeth, 94, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 10.
Marrazza, Carmella "Millie," 81, of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 8.
McMahon, Francis R., 78, formerly of 

South Amboy/Morgan died on Oct. 21.
Medina, Fernando "Bob" Jr., of Parlin 

died on Nov. 2.
Oberuch, John M., 83, formerly of Parlin 

died recently.
Oprisky, Sophie V., 94, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 6.
Ostrowski, Mary L., 84, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 25.
Pagnani, Pauline A., 88, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 12.
Rice, Carol A., 52, of Parlin died on 

Oct. 20.
Rusin, Frank J., 85, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 22.
Schott, Harold A. Jr., 78, of South Am-

boy died on Oct. 27.
Shilling, Cheryl, 54, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 22.
Skurka, Frederick R., 79, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 19.
Specce, Margaret M., 80, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 24.
Stephens, Willie "Billie" A., 90, of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 16.
Till, Joan, 75, of Sayreville died on 

Oct. 16.

Mary L. (Dolly) Ostrowski, 84, 
of South Amboy, died October 25 at 
Bayshore Health Center Holmdel. Born 
in South Amboy, she was a lifelong 
resident until moving to The Willows of 
Holmdel in May of 2008. She was the 
granddaughter of a founding member 
of Sacred Heart Church, and was also a 
member of the Holy Rosary Society and 
Senior Citizens Club.  Predeceased by her 
parents, Joseph and Mary Sobczak, she 
is survived by her husband of 62 years, 
Frank J. Ostrowski, and two sons,  Mark 
and wife Debra (Hunt Valley, MD) and 
Greg and wife Karen (Holmdel),  7 
grandchildren, and a great granddaughter. 
Funeral services and Mass were held on 
October 28. Donations to Michael J. Fox 
Foundation were requested.
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LEADERSHIP
By Henny the DJ

For my money, one of the most powerful 
political books in literature is the seemingly 
unlikely choice of Jack London’s, “Call 
of the Wild”. The story is about Buck, a 
pampered half St Bernard/half Sheepdog 
kidnapped from a comfortable life as a house 
pet in northern California and forcefully and 
illegally made a part of a dog sled team dur-
ing the Gold rush Days in the Yukon. It is 
mistakenly catalogued as simply a juvenile 
adventure dog story, when in reality it is a 
dark, violent book commenting on the harsh 
economic inequities of life that were then 
prevalent in the early 1900’s and that we all 
are living through today.

 Early in the story, all aspects of Buck’s 
survival as a member of the dog team depend 
upon the leadership skills of Two French-
Canadians, Francois and Perrault, who have 
purchased Buck to help them in their “muck-
ing and moiling for gold”. One morning out 
in the vast, frozen Yukon wilderness, they 
all wake up to a new fallen snow and as the 
smaller of the two, Perrault, stands on the 
back runners steering the sled, the leader 
of the team, Francois, is out with his big, 
clumsy snow shoes actually running in front 
of the dog team to pack down the snow and 
make it easier for them to pull their load. 
This was a very strange image for me to 
understand when I first read it and I have 
to admit that I didn’t really get it. I thought 
a leader would be comfortably lying in the 
sled covered in blankets beating the dogs to 
pull the load using a whip like a true, tough 
guy leader should.

 After the tenth time, I finally got it, I real-
ized that Jack London was showing that real 
leadership is what Francois did by running 
ahead of the dog sled team and packing down 
that snow. Leadership is somehow making 

the path easier for the ones who have to do 
the heavy lifting: for the parents, to help their 
kids: for the teachers, to help their students; 
for the coach, his team; for legislators, to 
help the ones who most need their help. Out 
in front and working it , running, pushing it, 
sacrificing like the Francois was doing out 
there struggling in the soft, deep snow for 
the good of the dogs in his sled team. 

I realized that I’d had leaders like that 
myself, but I was too stupid to realize how 
great leaders they were at the time because 
of my own lack of experience. Two most 
readily sprang to mind. A Sergeant Werner 
that I served under in the Army whose story 
I won/t go into now. And I thought of Jack 
Kreiger.

 I observed Jack when he was coaching 
the Colonia High School Boys Basketball 
team back in the 70’s. I was at his basketball 
practice to get some help with an Avenel 
Junior High team that I was coaching at the 
time, and I saw him with a few of his varsity 
players during the whole of the two hour 
session not on the basketball court, but in a 
classroom going over study skills to help a 
few of his players do better in their schooling. 
I forget exactly what coaching skill I wanted 
to get some help with, I think it was trying 
to beat the two-three zone or something, but 
watching Jackie making those gifted high 
school basketball players toe the line and 
bring their books to practice for classroom 
instruction was just about the best lesson I 
could learn as a coach of young players.

 Let’s face it, twenty years later whether 
they won or lost this game or that game means 
absolutely nothing at all compared to these 
players remembering back to the coach that 
went out there and gave them the help they 
really needed as high school students.

On Saturday, Oct. 24th, Boy Scouts from Troop 95 along with Cub Scouts from Pack 95 
from Sacred Heart Church, participated in the Semi-annual Beach Sweeps at Waterfront 
Park Beachfront. 12 Scouts picked up and cataloged trash along the South Amboy 
Waterfront. Photo: Front row,(l-r), Jacob Hendricks, Zennon Yanez, Nick Bellanich,  Rob 
Pulchny. Back row,(l-r), Frank Flagg, Mitch Hall, Alex Fedorka, Matt Coyle, Jimmy Parse 
(Hidden), Patrick Scupp, Tom Eib, and John Paul Bellanich. (Photo story by John Bellanich) 

The South Amboy Middle/High School March of Dimes team attended the kick off/awards 
ceremony recently at Robert Wood Johnson Hospital.  The school team was recognized 
for their accomplishments from the April 2009 walk.  Peter Byrne a sophomore from the 
school was recognized for the donations he raised and he also gave a very inspirational 
speech about the March of Dimes that inspired the crowd to get ready for this years walk.  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)
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