
NEXT ISSUE

July 25TH

• JERSEY SHORE
  SPECIAL

ALL DEADLINES
JULY 13TH

FOR ADS CALL
732-727-0398 OR

732-727-1906

Date:  June 20, 2009 PRICELESS Vol. 18  Issue 9

Capt. John Dragotta leads the Morgan Hose Co. #1 members as they march in a special 
tribute formation, honoring their late and beloved fellow firefighter Christian McCarthy, at the 
South Amboy Memorial Day Parade.  Christian was one of Dragotta’s best friends.  A large 
photo of Christian was displayed on the front of the fire truck.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Martin Ziola Sr. (l), Grand Marshal of the South Amboy Memorial Day Parade speaks to the 
crowd in front of South Amboy City Hall, during the Memorial Day services that followed 
the parade.  American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 62 of South Amboy Commander Ed 
Peterson (r) looks on.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Ed Rappleyea, who served as the Grand Marshal of the Sayreville Memorial Day Parade, gives 
a big smile, as he enjoys riding in a vintage Ford Mustang.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

Sayreville Primary 
Results

There will be two 3-year Council seats 
open for election in November.  In the Pri-
mary Election, Sayreville Democrats, Dennis 
Grobelny received 642 votes, and incumbent 
Stanley Drwal 637.  On the Republican side, 
Frank Bello tallied 610 votes, and Maria 
Catallo 602.

New Commanders
American Legion Post 62, South Amboy 

has recently selected a new commander, Ed 
Peterson.  This will be Peterson’s second time 
in the top slot at Post #62.  He previously 
served as commander in 2003.

American Legion Post 207, Sayreville 
chose Arnold Valentino as its new com-
mander.  He has been a member for 20 
years.  Congratulations and best of luck to 
both commanders!

Dato: Alumna Of The Year

New Softball Field 
Opens

The Borough of Sayreville opened its 
new state-of-the-art softball field in early 
May with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
the Sayreville Recreation Complex on 
Bordentown Ave. The new field features 
lights, drainage and additional parking.  The 
Borough received $660,000 from Middle-
sex County Open Space funds, and another 
$500,000 came from Borough funds for the 
creation of the facility.

The opening of the field also served as a 
fundraiser, and brought in nearly $4,000 for 
the Sayreville Association of Brain Injured 
Children.

Gundrum Dies At 84
One of South Amboy’s most admired 

and respected Funeral Directors in history, 
George Gundrum, 84, died on June 7.  He 
was the owner of Gundrum Service “Home 
for Funerals” in South Amboy for many 
years.  George was Past President of the 
Middlesex and Somerset Funeral Directors 
Association; Past Faithful Navigator of Msgr. 
John F. Brady Fourth Degree Assembly, 
South Amboy, and a member of numerous 
fraternal and community organizations.  He 
also served on the Board of Directors for 
Perth Amboy Savings Institution, and Bank-
ers Savings for many years.  He will never 
be forgotten for his outstanding loyalty and 
service to our local communities.

Kolodziej On TV
World War II hero, Edwin Kolodziej 

of Sayreville was recently featured on the 
History Channel in a segment about his role 
in the capture of Metz, France in November 
1944.

The 10-part series is titled, “Patton 
360,” and Kolodziej was outstanding, as he 

recalled the events of his very heroic role in 
World War II history, when he helped capture 
30 German soldiers who held an important 
bunker at a strategic entry point into the 
town of Metz.  Congratulations Ed on a job 
well-done, and thank you!

New Principal At 
Sacred Heart

The Sacred Heart School of South 
Amboy announced the appointment of Sister 
Marie Agnes Connolly, OSF to the posi-
tion of principal.  Sr. Marie is currently the 
principal of St. Joseph Elementary School 
in Keyport.

Father Joseph V. Romanoski, Pastor 
of Sacred Heart said, “We are looking 
forward to welcoming Sr. Marie into our 
school community for the 2009-10 school 
year.  Traditionally, our school has been led 
by members of a religious community, and 
Sr. Marie will be a valuable addition to our 
school staff.”

Sister Marie has extensive experience in 
the religious life in general, and in Catholic 
elementary school education in particular.  
She has been an elementary school principal 
for a total of over 25 years.  She has a B.A. 
from Neumann College in Aston, PA and a 
Masters of Education Degree from Boston 
★★College in Newton, MA.  She also holds 
a Catechist Advanced Certificate from the 
Diocese of Trenton.

When asked to comment on her future 
assignment at Sacred Heart School, Sr. 
Marie said, “I am looking forward to the 
opportunities and challenges this position 
will bring.  My first love is for the students.  
I know I will have a talented staff working 
with me for the betterment of the Sacred 
Heart School and community.”  Best of luck, 
and God Bless, Sister Marie!

Gabriele Awarded 
Fellowship

Grace Gabriele, a Gifted/Enrichment 
teacher at Samsel Upper Elementary School 
in Parlin, has been named a GCS Fellow by 
the Gifted Child Society.  As a GCS Fellow 
representing her school district, Ms. Gabriele 
has been awarded a full scholarship to attend 
“Confratute” at the University of Connecti-
cut in July.  Confratute is an internationally 
respected institute for teacher training in 
education of the gifted.

Ten GCS Fellows have been selected 
statewide based on professional excellence, 
leadership, and regional representation. After 
receiving their training, GCS Fellows pledge 
to pass along their new knowledge in the form 
of staff training and program development 
in their school district and region.

The Fellowships are part of a teacher 
training program sponsored by the Gifted 
Child Society.  Over the past 10 years, 
the Gifted Child Society has provided 110 
fully-funded Fellowships for NJ teachers to 
develop skills in challenging gifted children 
through specialized training at Confratute at 
the University of Connecticut.  Congratula-
tions, Grace! 

Zusette Dato of South Amboy was 
recently selected “Alumna of the Year” by 
Middlesex County College.  Dato was hon-
ored by the college during its ”Celebration 
Day” in May. Although it took her 11 years 
to receive her college degree, because she 

worked a full-time job and was involved in 
many volunteer programs, as well as being a 
single parent, her hard-work, determination 
and dedication paid off.  Congratulations, 
Zusette on a job well done!  

THE
SOUTH AMBOY
★★★★SAYREVILLE

Blood Drive
St. Mary’s Church will hold a Blood 

Drive on Sunday, June 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m.  There will be a FREE Cholesterol 
test, plus homemade goodies will be served.  
Walk-ins are welcome.  Platelet donations 
are available.  For more information call 
800-933-BLOOD.
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Big Fish!  Bryan McCrea, 13, of Sayreville holds up his prize-winning, 15 ½ inch bass, 
the largest fish caught at the Sayreville Recreation Department’s Annual Fishing Contest 
at Kennedy Park.  Recreation Director Jerry Ust (l) proudly looks on.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)  

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville Man Shoots For Guinness Book
Jainthan Francis of Sayreville has cre-

ated an unbelievable, long work of art that 
he hopes will land him in the Guinness Book 
of World Records.  His incredible creation is 
believed to be the longest color-pencil draw-
ing in the world.  Francis’ creation is 500 
yards long, 20 inches wide, and weighs over 
350 pounds.  After filling out paperwork with 
more information, he will receive a certificate 
if accepted.  
Sayreville Poet A Hit With Kids

Joan Field, a published poet from Sayre-
ville has been a huge hit with local school 
students while visiting them and discussing 
poetry.  Joan’s book is titled, “A Year of Fun 
and Fantasy: Poetry That’s Silly and Serious 
For All Kinds of Kids.”  
In Memoriam

Al Gawron Sr., 79, of Sayreville died on 
May 18.  One of the area’s most popular figures, 
he was the former owner of Mike’s Tavern 
in South Amboy for 15 years.  Gawron was 
a Korean War veteran, and won many com-
mendations.  Al was a member of countless 
fraternal organizations.  He was a member and 
Past Chairman of the Sayreville Rent Leveling 
Board, Grand Marshal of the 2007 Sayreville 
Memorial Day Parade, and worked 40 years 
for PSE&G, retiring as a supervisor in ’88.  
Margaret Speicker, 82, of Morgan died on May 
25.  She was a very kind-hearted woman, and 
avid SA Times reader.  Blanche Deitche, 80, of 
South Amboy died on June 6.  A very cheerful 
lady, she always had a kind word for everyone.  
Blanche was the manager of John’s Halfway 
House in South Amboy in the 1990’s.  Ann 
Booker, 73, of South Amboy died on June 7.  
A very good-natured lady, she was the current 
President of St. Mary’s Senior Citizens Group, 
and active in many other local organizations. 
Richard “Dick” Rysinski, 71, of Morgan died 
on June 7.  He retired in 1992 as a Lieutenant 
with the NJ State Police, where he worked for 
32 years.  Rysinski then went on to work for 
the Borough of Sayreville Code Enforcement 
Dept.  God bless them! They will always be 
remembered!

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.This local politician served in the State 

Assembly from 1972-73?  a.Alan Karcher 
b.Edwin Kolodziej c.William Kurtz

2.The Editor-In-Chief of St. Mary’s 
yearbook in 1977?  a.Ann Marie Letts 
b.Diane Durney c.Edward Defort

3.This pet store was located on Raritan 
St, Sayreville in 1994?  a.Pet Land b.Pets 
Plus c.Pet Garden

4.Where is Radford’s Ferry Road lo-
cated near in South Amboy?  a.Bordentown 
Ave. b.South Pine Ave. c.Main Street

5.The name of the seafood business 
located on Rt. 35 Morgan in ’94 was?  
a.Crab Atlantic b.By The Sea Fishery 
c.Crabs Plus

6.In 1994, this dentist had a practice 
located at 441 Gordon St., South Amboy?  
a.Dr. Robert Bennett b.Dr. Joan Solstice 
c.Dr. William Stein

7.This Chinese restaurant was located 
on Rt. 35, Morgan in 1994?  a.Uncle Lai’s 
b.China Garden c.Bamboo Palace

8.The gas station located at the corner of 
Main & Thompson Streets in South Amboy 
back in ’94?  a.Massing’s Esso b.Gulick’s 
Gas c.Murphy’s Citgo

9.This restaurant was located on Wash-
ington Road, Parlin in 1994?  a.Gianna’s 
b.Cagney’s c.Spezzi’s

10.  Owner of the South Amboy Pub in 
1994?  a.Freddie Brembor b.Greg Anthony 
c.Les Lentz

11.The Chairman of the Local Assis-
tance Board in Sayreville in 1975?  a.George 
Zulin b.Mary Guilfoyle c.Joseph O’Brien

12.The business located at the corner 
of Main and Potter Streets, South Amboy 
in ’94?  a.Bob’s Barber Shop b.Video Land 
c.Wedding World

Answers
1b 2b 3c 4c 5a 6a 7a 8b 9a 10b 11a 

12c.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Pictured (l-r) is Rikki Braine, manager Annette Bongiovanni, and owner Bill More of 
More’s Jewelry located at 80 Main St., Sayreville.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

More’s Jewelry

Bill More, owner of More’s Jewelry, 
80 Main St., Sayreville, has been satisfy-
ing area customers for 35 years, with the 
finest quality jewelry around.

More’s Jewelry offers many out-
standing services including sizing rings 
and repairs, and they can re-mount your 
diamond while you wait!  They also repair 
broken watches.  “We offer good prices, 
efficient service, and we actually do all 
work on the premises,” stated More.  

The staff and service at More’s Jew-
elry is always knowledgeable, courteous, 
warm and helpful.  “Quality, loyalty, and 
trustworthiness” is More’s motto, and the 

business certainly exemplifies this.  Bill 
also tells us that “We have sales below 
list price.”

More’s Jewelry specializes in mak-
ing and designing rings and jewelry, right 
in their shop at 80 Main St., Sayreville.  
In addition, they also buy gold and dia-
monds. 

For one of the largest selections of 
jewelry around, great buys, and gift ideas 
galore, stop in at More’s Jewelry, 80 Main 
St., Sayreville, or call 732-238-5077.  
Don’t miss More’s monthly ad on page 
3 in every issue of The SA Times.

More’s is truly the complete jewelry 
service!

OLV Third Grade teacher Ms. Jennifer Acs and student Robert Marsch demonstrate use 
of the Smartboard to his family.

SMARTBOARD COMES TO OLV
OLV students are on the cutting edge of 

technology this school year with the addition 
of two Smartboards, thanks to fundraising 
efforts of the school’s Home School As-
sociation.  A Smartboard is an interactive 
whiteboard that is hooked up to computer. 

The faculty and staff are able to connect to 
the Internet, create lesson plans and make 
PowerPoint presentations. The Smartboard 
is used for all grade levels. The students are 
able to “write” on it and use it as a big touch 
screen and they love learning with it.

Luke A. Lovely American Legion Post 62 of South Amboy held an unserviceable flags 
ceremony near the South Amboy Boat Ramp on June 14.  Past Commander Bob “Zak” 
Sekerak throws a pile of “retired” flags into the fire.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1959
By Tom Burkard

50 years, wow!  St. Mary’s didn’t have 
a yearbook in ’59, but ran a photo and bio 
of each grad in the school newspaper.  In 
Sept. 1958 as the seniors returned for their 
final year, Ricky Nelson’s “Poor Little Fool” 
topped the music charts.  While at SMH, 
Sister M. Leonard took over as principal 
replacing Sr. M. Loretto, who held the post 
since 1945.  Other new faculty members 
were Luke Lenahan, Sheila Vail and Sr. M. 
Valerian.  

Raymond Cavanaugh was Student 
Council President, and Patricia Novak, 
Secretary/ Treasurer.  Sandra Bomba and 
Gail Gleason got to meet and interview 
“American Bandstand’s” Dick Clark.  The 
school play, “The Student Prince” was a 
huge sellout.

Some of the 109 graduates selected ran-
domly included: Kathleen Abbatiello, Doris 
Brennan, Joseph Cross (Krzyzkowski), Mary 
Jane Flanagan, Judith Hensberger, Barbara 
Jankowski, Patricia Kennedy, Peter Krzyz-
kowski, Veronica Lewandowski, Patricia 
Lewandowski, Joseph Minnick, Elizabeth 
Moran, Elizabeth Phillips, Trina Skarzyn-
ski, Stephen Soltis, John Spina, Frederick 
Trotter, Paul Ust, Robert Zaleski, Raymond 
Zera, Claire Baran, Joseph Baranowski, Mi-
chael Brennan, Kathleen Buhcanan, Marie 
DiPoalo, Arthur Eberle, Joseph Gioffre, 

Joan Jurski, Mary Ellen Keating, Kathleen 
Mulvey, Ralph Nappi, Christopher O’Brien, 
Michael Olszak, Patricia Purcell, Madonna 
Ryan, Rosemary Ryan, Carol Sullivan, Clare 
Sullivan, Rosalie Tabasko, Ralph Tarallo, 
Mary Ann Wisniewski. 

Talented senior athletes were: Daniel 
Bailey, Charles Nonnemacher, Raymond 
Cavanaugh, Thomas Gelsinon, Thomas 
Leonard, Robert Nappi, Patrick Vona, Pat-
rick Mullane, Richard Christina.  Coach 
Woodrow “Woody” McCarthy was in his 
final year as basketball coach, and Coach 
Bill “Smokey” Ryan completed his 2nd year 
as baseball coach.

In ’59, Alaska and Hawaii became new 
state.  The jet age arrived with the 707.  Russia 
hit the moon with a rocket.  On Graduation 
Day 1959, Johnny Horton’s “Battle of New 
Orleans” topped the record charts.  The St. 
Mary’s HS Class of ’59 featured many fine 
people who became successful in the game 
of life.  

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

AC Bus Trip
St. Mary Church will hold a bus trip to 

Trump Plaza in Atlantic City on Sat., June 
27.  Cost is $30 per person, with $25 cash 
back and $5 in food.  The bus will leave 
St. Mary’s school parking lot at 10:30 a.m. 
sharp.  There will be a bag lunch on the bus, 
as well as raffles and 50/50’s.  For tickets 
call the Parish Office between 9 a.m. and 
2 p.m. and ask for Nancy, or call Angel at 
732-721-1514, Tues.-Fri. from 9 a.m. to 
noon.  One bus will be going, and seats are 
limited, and filling up quickly.
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A Celebration of Life-Friends of Andrew Kenny (far right, back row) gather in the park 
for whiffle ball, flag football, games and races to celebrate his 10th birthday.  Instead of 
gifts, each friend brought a DVD or Wii game to be donated to the Bristol Myers Squibb 
Children’s Hospital at Robert Wood Johnson, where Andrew received life-saving surgery 
after an accident in 2006.  With the help of his friends, Andrew donated 15 Wii games and 
14 movies to show his gratitude for the care he received there.
Pictured back row (l-r) Patrick O’Leary, Tyler Deworth, Conrad Grygoriew, Brendan O’Keefe, 
Steven Kerekes, Andrew Kenny.  Front row (l-r) Aidan Kenny, Matthew Koy, Anthony Kenny, 
Tristan DeWorth, Ryan O’Leary, Matthew Smith, John Szpara.  Not pictured Bryce and 
Parker McCall, and Tommy O’Leary.  (Photo and information submitted)

Past Commander David Dill entertains veterans at American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 
62, South Amboy, during a June 6th picnic, commemorating the 65th Anniversary of the 
Allies D-Day landing in Europe.  The picnic was held at the Legion Post on David Street.   
Commander Ed Peterson (standing in back of veterans) said that “We wanted to honor 
the veterans by bringing them over from the Veterans Home in Menlo Park, and holding a 
picnic for them, for all they’ve done.”  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

OLV Women’s Club Trip

Zumba Classes

The OLV Women’s Club is sponsoring 
a bus trip to the Dutch Apple Dinner The-
ater in Lancaster, Pennsylvania on Sunday, 
August 23, 2009. The Wedding Singer is 
being featured. The cost of the trip is $75.00 
which includes bus transportation, lunch, 
and the show ticket. The bus will leave the 

OLV lower parking lot at 9Am and return 
approximately at 7PM. All checks should 
be sent to Geri Kabara, 18 Kupsch Street, 
Sayreville, NJ 08872. Deadline for the trip 
is July 15th. For further information or ques-
tions, contact Geri at (732) 257-4351.

Sayreville Recreation is now tak-
ing registrations for ZUMBA FITNESS 
CLASSES.

Zumba is a Latin aerobic/dance class 
that fuses hypnotic musical rhythms and 
easy dance steps to creat a dynamic workout 
system designed to be fun and easy to do. 
Experience the most exhilarating hour of 
caloric burning, heart racing, muscle pump-
ing, body energizing movements  meant to 

engage and captivate you! You will want to 
workout, you will love working out, and you 
will get hooked!

4 Week session $30.00, Class is held 
on Thursdays 7:15pm.  First class July 
2nd. Location: Mickey Sedlak Recreation 
Building Dolan Street, Sayreville. Instructor: 
Denise Morgan. For more information call 
Sayreville Recreation Dept. 732-390-7092 
or 732-390-7096.
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Engagement
Clem and Kathy Skarzynski of Parlin would 
like to announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Jessica, to Michael Reccoppa, 
son of Michael and Jo-Ann Reccoppa of 
Old Bridge.
Jessica is an Assistant Director of 
Marketing, Annual Giving, for Rutgers 
University, and Michael is a Computer 
Technician for the Sayreville Board of 
Education.  No wedding date has been 
set.

Senior 
Commemorative 
Cookbook

In conjunction with the 125th Parish 
Anniversary, the OLV Senior Club will be 
compiling recipes for a commemorative 
cookbook entitled “Just Like Grandma Used 
to Make.”

We are asking all parish families to submit 
favorite recipes that have been in your family 
for many years. Many of us have said in the 
past, “I wish I had grandma’s recipe for her 
stuffing or some other family delight.”  Now is 
the time to find those treasured recipes and be 
a part of this nostalgic project to honor those 
who labored so hared to make the delicious 
meals we remember from our childhood. The 
categories that will be listed in this cookbook 
are: appetizers, breads and rolls, soups and 
salads, vegetables, main dish, cakes and 
cookies, desserts, and miscellaneous. Recipes 
can be placed in the weekly collection basket 
labeled –RECIPES, sent to Teri Yetsko at 6 
Lani Street, South Amboy 08879, or email to 
mtyetsko@aol.com. Please submit all recipes 
by June 30, 2009. For further information or 
questions, contact Teri at (732) 727-7639.

Radio City 
Christmas Show

Our Lady of Victories Parish is sponsor-
ing a bus trip to the Radio City Christmas 
Show on Saturday, November 21, 2009. The 
cost of the trip is $85.00 which includes bus 
transportation, matinee show ticket, and a 
light lunch on the bus. The bus will leave 
the parish lower parking lot at 10:30AM and 
return approximately at 7:30PM. After the 
matinee performance, the group members 
will have an opportunity to either sightsee 
or enjoy a dinner before boarding the bus 
at 6PM. If you are interested in purchasing 
tickets, please call Teri at (732) 727-7639.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. B.T.S.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary (r) presents a proclamation to long-time South Amboy 
resident, Beatrice Tanski (c) at her 100th birthday party, as her nephew, W. Tom Kross of 
South Amboy proudly looks on.  (Photo submitted)

100 Years Of Excellence
By W. Tom Kross

On June 5, 1909, Beatrice E. Klosek was 
born in Grodno, Poland to Ewa and Izydor 
Klosek.  In 1912, Beatrice and her younger 
sister Hattie, and her parents left Poland for 
the United States of America.  They arrived at 
Ellis Island, NY, where they were processed 
and met their sponsors, who took them to 
their new home in Union Beach, NJ, where 
they lived for 2 years.  The Klosek’s then 
moved to South Amboy, and lived on John 
and Henry Streets.  In 1917, Beatrice made 
her First Holy Communion at Sacred Heart 
Church.  In 1918, her parents bought their 
first home on George St. in South Amboy.  
On June 27, 1920, Beatrice had another 
milestone in her life when she made her 
Confirmation, also at Sacred Heart Church.  
Her parents had 5 more children, 1 in Union 
Beach, and the rest while living in South 
Amboy.  John, Mary, Loretta and Hattie are 
all deceased, Julia (Monroe, NJ) and Stanley 
(Cleveland, OH).

On April 30, 1946, Beatrice married 
Felix Tanski, as the Rev. John Grabowski 
officiated the ceremony, and Helen and Gene 
Dymond were the witnesses to the marriage.  
Felix and Beatrice never had any children, 
but treated all their nieces and nephews as 
if they were their own.  Beatrice worked as 
a seamstress in many places, such as South 
River, Perth Amboy, and South Amboy, 
before retiring in 1969.  Beatrice is still 
living on George St. in the same house that 
her parents bought in 1918.  She has lived 
in South Amboy for 95 years.  That house 
saw many births including Loretta Klosek, 
Julia Klosek, Stanley Klosek, and Tom Kross 
(Loretta’s son).

On June 5, 2009, Beatrice Tanski 
reached yet another milestone in her life as 
she turned 100 years old.  The following day, 
Beatrice was surrounded by all her family, 
friends and loved ones at a party, at which 
she received a proclamation from South 
Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary.  

Trip To Winery/AC 
Casino

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 
bus trip to Renault Winery and Trump Plaza 
Casino on Sunday, July 26, 2009. The cost of 
the trip is $47.00 with a $25.00 cash voucher. 
The bus will leave the parish lower parking 
lot at 9:30AM for a delicious lunch at Re-
nault Winery and a winery tour. After lunch 
the bus will depart to Trump Plaza Casino. 
The group will return at approximately at 
9PM. Please contact Jack for reservations 
at (732) 254-7263.

Music and Mayhem 
@ Sadie Pope 
Dowdell Library

Summertime and the living is easy!  Join 
the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library, of South 
Amboy, for southern iced tea and other re-
freshments on Monday, June 29 from 6:30 
to 8:00 pm to kick off an enchanted summer 
of mystery and suspense. Meet authors Lee 
Barwood, Peggy Ehrhart and Daniel-Gary 
Holderman. Free!

Also, a murder mystery dinner will 
be held on Monday, July 20 from 6:00 to 
8:00 pm.  Don’t miss this special event!  
Limited tickets will be available for only 
$5 per person.

Programs for the entire family will 
take place on Thursday, July 9 at 3:30 pm 
featuring Yosi in Concert, which will be a 
special music program for kids.  Addition-
ally, recording artist, Patricia Shih will hold 
a special family concert on Wednesday, 
August 12 at 2:00 pm.  Get there early to 
get the best seats!

For more information, contact the 
library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org. The library is adjacent to South 
Amboy High School.

New Officers
Our Lady of Victory Columbiettes, 

#2061 of Parlin , would like to announce 
their slate of officers for the 2009/2010 
Columbiette year. Elections were held at 
their May meeting.

President ...........Katie Elichko
Vice President ...Kathy Corman
Secretary ...........Karen Torok
Financial Secy ...Bernadette Wojtaszek
Treasurer ...........Janice Kobesto
Sentinel .............Nancy McCarthy

Congratulations to the  new Columbiette 
Officers!!!!

Long Ago-Pictured (l-r) are South Amboy City Clerk John Triggs, Councilman Frederick 
Reese, his daughters Mary Lou Reese, Margaret “Peggy” Reese, and his wife Louisita 
Reese at the councilman’s swearing in, believed to be in the early 1960’s.

Attention: SA Times Subscribers 
Due to the economy, rising costs for postage, envelopes, labels, handling, an in-

creased work load, we regret that we will no longer be able to offer subscriptions for 
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times newspaper. 

As faithful readers and supporters of The SA Times, we want you to be assured 
that you can read every issue for FREE at our website: thesatimes.com.  

If you do not have a computer, we highly recommend that you ask a relative or 
friend that lives in the South Amboy-Sayreville area to mail a copy of The Times to 
you each month.

Those currently possessing active subscriptions will continue to receive The SA 
Times until the expiration month.

We thank you from the bottom of our heart for helping to make The SA Times the 
area’s #1 newspaper! 

Special Announcements
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times newspaper will now be featuring Special 

Announcements with photos, such as birthday, engagements, weddings, and other 
important occasions in your life. 

In addition, we will offer Personalized Obituaries, and also Memorial Tributes to 
your loved ones.  Please call The SA Times for pricing on any of the above at: 732-
727-0398 or 732-727-1906.
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On June 7, 2009, Boy Scout Troop 91 of South Amboy took a 20 mile hike along the 
Delaware/Raritan Canal. The boys are working on their hiking merit badge & needed this hike 
to earn their badge. Pictured here are...front row..Thomas Loughry, Bryan Richmond, Ethan 
Dobrzynski, James Mcgee. Jesse Richter, Richie Feihl, & Joseph Pryzybilski..Back row..
Joe Beselinoff, Rich Feihl, Sean Hart, Rich Dobrzynski, & Scout Master Tom Richter..
Great Job everyone!!! If anyone is interested in joining Cub Scouts, or Boy Scouts please 
call Deb & Tom Richter at 732-721-3223 for information.  (Photo Submitted)

Congratulations!  South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 Installation of the 2009/2010 Lodge 
Officers was held on Saturday, March 21, 2009.  Back Row Left to Right:  Esteemed Loyal 
Knight, Gene Nieto; Esquire, John Dolan, PER; Treasurer, Gary Wolff; Trustee, Valentine 
Tarr; Trustee, Larry Scarola, PER; Esteemed Leading Knight, Robert E. Schaaf, PER.  Front 
Row Left to Right:  Trustee, Cheryl Torres; Chaplain, Kathleen Bloodgood; Exalted Ruler, 
Pat Stephenson; Inner Guard, Jeanine A. Sieber; Secretary, Michele M. Rutter; Esteemed 
lecturing Knight, Dennis Kopik; Trustee, Frank J. Glennon, PDD.  Frank Glennon was also 
recently elected to serve as State Trustee of the Central District. Camera Shy: Tiler, Peter 
Martin, PER; Trustee, Richard Hier, PDD.
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Summer Looks Fine In 2009!

Yankees Bus Trip
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will be 

running a trip to the new Yankee Stadium 
on Sept. 16.  Cost is $35 per person, and 
the bus departs from the Mickey Sedlak 
Rec building, Dolan St., Sayreville, at 4:45 
p.m.  Refreshment and transportation is 
included.

For more info cal l  732-390-
7092/7096.

Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library
Summer Program Highlights
Children & Family Programs
Thursday July 9, 3:30 p.m.-Yosi-Music 
For Kids
Wednesday Aug. 12, 12-2 p.m.-Patricia Shih 
Family Concert
Young Adults & Adult Programs
Monday June 29-6:30 p.m.-Mystery & 
Suspense-Meet the Authors
Daniel-Gary Holderman, Lee Barwood, 
Peggy Ehrhart.  Refreshments!
Monday July 20-6 p.m.-Murder Mystery 
Dinner
Admission: only $5.  Prizes!

Antique Car Show
Just Us Cruisers will be holding an An-

tique Car Show every Friday night through 
Oct. 16, from 6-9 p.m. at the Peterpank 
Diner, 967 Route 9 North, Sayreville.  The 
show will also feature great music from 
the 1950’s-1980’s, games, fun, belt toss, 
trophies.  There is no registration fee.  Come 
on out and enjoy the family fun!  The show 
is held for the benefit of the Sayreville Brain 
Injured Children.

Hoffman HS
Multi Year Reunion

The 11th Annual Hoffman HS Alumni 
Reunion is scheduled for Aug. 16th from 1-6 
p.m. at The Armory in Perth Amboy.  The 
Reunion is open to all alumni of Hoffman 
HS, regardless of what years you may have 
attended.  Cost is $50 per person, which 
includes a buffet dinner and dessert bar, 
along with beer, wine, and sangria.  If your 
class is celebrating a special milestone this 
year, why not celebrate it at the Multi-Year 
Reunion?  Tables can be reserved specifi-
cally for you, your classmates, and guests, 
and you are free to customize them any way 
you would like with balloons, pictures, year-
books, etc.  Please feel free to contact Susan 
DiGiambattista-Mattson, Class of 1977, 
with any questions at Smatts4@aol.com.  
There is currently a HHS Alumni Group on 
Facebook, so details will be posted there as 
well as Classmates.com.  Please be sure to 
spread the word to your fellow classmates 
so that we can make this year the biggest 
turnout yet.  We’re looking forward to seeing 
everyone in August.

Toddstock ’09 To 
Benefit
Brain Injured 
Children

The highly-anticipated Toddstock ’09 
will be held on Saturday, June 20 at Todd’s 
Dugout Sports Café, 200 South Stevens Ave., 
South Amboy.  The 3rd Annual Toddstock 
Music Festival “outside” event is for the 
benefit of Brain Injured Children (BIC).

The outstanding entertainment features 
a great variety of music from super groups, 
Smoke & Mirrors; Rosedale; Why.  Donation 
is $35 in advance and $40 at the door, and 
includes 6 hours of great music, food and 
beer!  For more info or tickets call Todd’s 
at 732-727-3988.

Sayreville Summer 
Program

The Borough of Sayreville is currently 
accepting registration for the Recreation 
Department’s 6-week Summer Program at 
Burke’s Park on Washington Road.

The program is open for children 4-
11 years old, and begins on Monday, June 
29, with activities from 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m.

Craft Activities will be held at the Sedlak 
Recreation Center for 7 weeks, beginning 
on June 29 including programs for the fol-
lowing ages: 18 months and up; Ages 3-5; 
Ages 6-13.  Also, Little Chefs for ages 3-5.  
For the times and prices of all programs, and 
more information, please call 732-390-7092 
or 732-390-7096.

South Amboy 
Summer Arts & 
Crafts

Daily registration is currently taking 
place at the Senior Center on South Ste-
vens Ave. for the South Amboy Recreation 
Department’s Summer Arts & Crafts Pro-
gram.  The 2009 summer program should 
be fun-filled with many activities including 
weekly roller skating; face painting; chalk 
day; children’s reading program at the li-
brary; two bus trips; bingo; talent show/hat 
contest; sports day, and of course, lots of 
great arts & crafts projects!

Frog Hollow 5K 
Run/Walk

Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club will 
hold its 26th Annual 5K Run and Health 
Walk through the streets of South Amboy 
and Sayreville on June 27th at the Club on 
Ferris St. near South Pine Ave.  Registration 
will start at 7:30 a.m., and the 5K begins 
at 9 a.m.  

A Youth Fun Run will also be featured.  
There will be awards, T-shirts, an after race 
picnic at Frog Hollow, with all day swim-
ming and tennis.  Proceeds will benefit 
the South Amboy Fire Dept. and First Aid 
Squad.  For more info call 732-727-9094 or 
to download registration form, go to: www.
froghollowswim.com. 

Citywide Yard Sale
South Amboy’s Annual City Wide Yard 

Sale will be held on June 27th from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  Residents who are having a sale will 
place a balloon, sign or both in front of their 
homes, so yard-sailers will know that a sale 
is being held.  There is no fee to participate.  
Don’t miss it!  For more information call 
732-525-5932.

Concerts In The 
Park

Don’t miss the Middlesex County Park 
& Recreation’s popular Concerts in the Park 
at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park in South 
Amboy/Sayreville.  Concerts will be held 
on Wednesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m. starting 
July 9 thru Aug. 27.

Movies In The Park
Don’t miss the Sayreville Recreation 

Department’s popular FREE Movies In-
The-Park on the following Saturdays: July 
18, 9 p.m.; Aug. 22, 8:30 p.m.; and Sept. 12, 
8:15 p.m. at Kennedy Park on Washington 
Road.

Sayreville Day
This year’s annual Sayreville Day will 

be held on Sept. 13, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Kennedy Park on Washington Road.  Watch 
for more information in upcoming issues of 
The SA Times. 

Seafood Festival
The annual Raritan Bay Seafood Fes-

tival will be held on Sept. 13 from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., along Broadway in South Amboy.  
Watch for more information in upcoming 
issues of The SA Times.  For more details 
call 732-525-5932,

Cheesequake 
Activities

Cheesequake State Park will be offering 
several interesting activities over the sum-
mer including: Sunday, June 28-Salt Marsh 
Hike at 1 p.m.; Saturday, July 11-Campers 
Program at 7 p.m.; Sunday, July 26-Yellow 
Trail Hike at 1 p.m.; Sunday, August 9-Nature 
Hike at 1 p.m.; Sunday, August 30-Osprey 
Talk, 1 p.m.

All of the above are FREE and open 
to the public.  For complete details call the 
park office at 732-566-3208.

Independence Day 
Celebration

The Borough of Sayreville will hold its 
Annual Independence Day Celebration on 
July 3, starting at 4 p.m. at Kennedy Park 
on Washington Road.  There will be live 
entertainment featuring Rocksplosion; Matt 
O’Ree; Rosedale, in addition to the popular 
fireworks display at 9:15 p.m.

Summer Memories: 
Got Any?
We all have some happy summer memo-
ries, and The SA Times would like you to 
share some of your finest memories, and or 
pictures with other SA Times readers. You 
must have had fun when you went to Seaside 
Park, Wildwood, Point Pleasant, Belmar, 
Asbury Park, Keansburg, Long Branch, 
Action Park, Storyland Village, Pallisades 
Park, Freedomland, Wild West City, Great 
Adventure or many others.
Please email your memories/phtos to: sa-
times@aol.com or mail to: SA Times, PO 
Box 3027, South Amboy, NJ 08879.  If you 
would like your photo back, please enclose 
a SASE.  Any questions, call The SA Times 
office at: 732-727-0398. 

Sayreville 30 Years 
Ago

1979-John Czernikowski was the 
Mayor; Kenneth Buchanan- Council Presi-
dent.  Council Members-Felix Wisniewski, 
Raniero Travisano, Joseph Keenan Jr., 
Alvin Jolly, and Thomas Kuberski.  Chief 
of Police-Raymond Sweeney;   Fire Chief-
John Kennedy;   President of the Sayreville 
Emergency Squad, Inc.-Edward Wisniewski; 
Captain- Raymond Betzler;  President 
of Morgan First Aid Squad-Stanley Kur-
piewski; Captain- Scott Buckalew.

Recreation Director-John McCormack; 
Acting Borough Clerk-Margaret Bertagna; 
Supt. Parks Dept.-Julian Ciecko; Borough 
Attorney/State Assemblyman-Alan Karcher; 
Municipal Magistrate-Herbert Bierman; 
Construction Official-John Zollinger; Li-
brary Director-Geraldine Creamer; Dog 
Warden-Joseph Scanlon; Community Devel-
opment Administrator-Anthony Travisano; 
President Board of Health-John Kuntne;  
Treasurer-James Lindsay; Tax Collector-
James Dolan; Tax Assessor-J. Howard 
Kolb; Chief Fire Inspector-Arnold Bailey; 
Superintendent of Streets-Russell Meyer; 
Welfare Director-Edward Fielek.

Chairpersons of the various boards and 
commissions were: Commission on Aging-
Joseph Kuran; Board of Adjustment-Clifford 
O’Brien; Central Planning Board-Henry 
Tomkinson; Environmental Commission-
Joan Ryan; Industrial Commission-John 
Letts; Rent Leveling Board-Philip Cocuzza; 
Shade Tree Commission-Ceal Wisniewski.
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Army troops taking a break from Martial Law activity in front of the old Y.M.C.A. on Broadway 
in South Amboy following the Explosion of 1950.  (Photo courtesy of Bill Garnett)

Remembering The South Amboy 
Explosion   Part 2

The blast that shook the City of South 
Amboy on May 19, 1950 had a devastating 
effect on all its residents.  People ran out into 
the street trying to figure out exactly what 
was taking place.  Furthermore, the effects of 
the explosion were now going to be realized 
by what was going to happen next.

As the old saying goes, “What goes up, 
must come down.”  Now it was starting to 
rain debris on a several block area that was 
nearest the blast site.  Bricks and rocks, 
mud and fragments of metal, spent shell 
casings and anything else affected by the 
blast, even body parts and a large anchor 
from the ship that hit an old brick smoke 
stack had to land someplace.  The following 
local people shared their memories of that 
day of infamy:

Harold Dennen, Retired Train Engineer-
“I was on the Independence fire truck on 
Bordentown Ave.  We were promoting the 
bingo that was going to be held at the Luke 
A. Lovely American Legion the following 
Friday night.  When we heard the explosion, 
we had no idea what was happening.  We 
thought we were under some kind of attack.  
When we made it back to Broadway, there 
was glass all over the place and many people 
were in the street.  When we realized what 
had taken place, we headed to the coal docks 
area to assist with the injured.”  Harold lived 
on the 100 block of Augusta St., and found 
his wife, Irene, coming up the street with 
his 2 sons.  No one was hurt, thank God!  
Dennen concluded, “We relocated to my 
mother-in-law’s on Bordentown Ave. and 
stayed there for a while.  Two weeks after the 
explosion, I was called up and was shipped 
to Korea to join the war.”

Ken Mundy, Retired DuPont employee-
“Ken was also out with Independence Fire 
Co. that evening, promoting the bingo.  He 
recalls that he was in Dick Lewis’ store selling 
bingo tickets when he heard the blast, at first 
he thought it was a steam engine.  “There 
were plate glass windows in the store, luck-

ily for the patrons the windows were sucked 
out into the street instead of blowing into the 
store where they were standing.”  He ran up 
First St. and took refuge in DeSantis’ garage 
when it started raining mud and stones.  The 
garage was filled with patrons who hap-
pened to be next door and had their Friday 
evening interrupted.  Mundy said that, “A 
large section of a steel beam landed out in 
the street, close by.”

Mrs. Virginia Miller, homemaker and 
(beautiful lady)-“I was living at 323 John St. 
at the time of the explosion, and I grabbed my 
daughter Georgia, who was up in her crib, and 
ran out into the street.  When the “all clear” 
was sounded, I went inside to gather up a 
few things and we went up to Mrs. Quinlan’s 
on upper Henry St.  My husband, Bing, was 
away on business in Syracuse at the time.  
My mother and father made it into town, and 
we went back to secure the house.” 

Jack Mulvey, Retired Electrician, Na-
tional Lead-“I lived on Catherine St. and 
South Feltus St. when I heard the boom.  The 
pipe in the wall for the chimney blew out, 
and there was soot all over the living room.  
I looked out and saw a yellow mushroom 
cloud raising up in the sky, I realized some-
thing bad had happened, but what?  I ran up 
to Progressive Fire House and hopped on the 
truck, and we went down to lower Augusta 
St. and headed in the direction of the coal 
dumpsters.  We found a man badly hurt in 
his car under the trestle.  The windows on the 
driver’s side were blown out and we assisted 
in giving him medical attention.  We feared 
that there was going to be another explosion, 
so I took my family out to Spotswood.”

Skip House, aged 12 at the time-Skip 
could quite possibly be the only living person 
who actually witnessed the explosion. He 
said, “I was at my grandparent Bloodgood’s 
house at 109 John St., and was watching 
wrestling on television.  The TV was located 
in front of the window overlooking the coal 
dock area.  I saw 2 flashes and then boom!  

By Bill Garnett

“Lion King” Bus 
Trip

On Sept. 19, the Sayreville Recreation 
Dept. is holding a “Lion King” Bus Trip.  
Cost is $125 per person, and bus departs at 
12 noon from the Mickey Sedlak Rec build-
ing, Dolan St., Sayreville.  Refreshment and 
transportation is included.   For more info 
call 732-390-7092/7096.

The windows blew in and the flames fol-
lowed.  Everyone rushed into the street, and 
watched as a mushroom cloud rose.  Every-
one spoke of a sneak atomic bomb attack, 
except for one neighbor, who was blown out 
of his bath tub, and didn’t have time to dry 
off (Use your imagination here).  Everyone 
went back to my parents’ home across from 
Veteran’s Field, safe and far removed from 
the blast site.”  To be continued…

Have
a Safe

4th
of July
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David Stolte (l) and his father Dave of Sayreville get a kick out of the “big” fish he pulled in 
at Kennedy Park during the annual fishing contest.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Dear Tom, 
Say it isn’t so!  No SA Times to look 

forward to, to hold in my hands and cherish 
all the old time pictures.  I’ll pay more if you 
change your mind.  Computers are OK, but 
you can’t touch a favorite article in a special 
place to take out and read again.  My hard 
drive won’t hold all those memories.

Just a suggestion.  Do away with en-
velopes and just stick an address label on 
the paper’s banner.  That’s what my local 
paper does.

Please, Please, reconsider!  Please 
change your mind!

Sincerely, 
Betty Silvaney, (Formerly of SA)
Pennsylvania
P.S. The article on the explosion moved 

me to tears.

Dear Editor,
Thanks for the article about the South 

Amboy explosion.  Looking forward to the 
next installment of it.  My parents, Mike and 
Joanne Certo Kaluzny were 14 and 11 when 
it occurred, and often talked about it.  When 
my son had to interview a grandparent about 
what it was like when you were a kid, it was 
a big thing that my mom talked about, so you 
know it left an impression with her.  Now I 
can show my kids the article and say “see this 
is what grandma was talking about.  Also, I 
believe the Pennsylvania Railroad cop Austin 
Stolte was with was Luke Lyons.  

I enjoy your paper and am happy to 
discover that it is available online.

Thank You,
Kaluzny, (Formerly of SA)

Dear Tom,
So happy to send your website to my 

family who can now read about South 
Amboy and Sayreville from Florida and 
North Carolina.  We have received your 
subscription for years and will continue to 
read on the web.  Thanks for all your hard 
work in making yours the best “good news” 
newspaper in the country!

Judy Kurowsky Meinzer
(Formerly of SA), North Carolina

Dear Tom,
I am enclosing a check for my year’s 

subscription, as I don’t want to miss a single 
issue.  Although I’ve lived in Florida for over 
40 years, I can still relate to the news from 
the South Amboy/Sayreville area.  

Your newspaper is a blessing to all 
concerned.  Continue to keep us all happy 
with the interesting news.

Sandra Brehme Wilson
(Formerly of Morgan), Gainesville, FL

Dear Tom,
Please find enclosed our renewal for 1-

year.  We can’t wait each month to receive 
our SA Times.  It is so wonderful to read 
about old friends and acquaintances.  

Thank you for doing such a great job!
Joyce & Stephen Fell
(Formerly of SA), North Carolina

Hi Tom,
Thanks for all the great years of this 

newspaper!  I’ll miss getting the paper copy 
in the mail, but I’m glad we’ll still get to 
read the news of SA and Sayreville on the 
website.

Take care, and thanks for the memo-
ries!

Patricia Fitzmorris Kearney
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Whitehall, PA

Dear Tom, 
Sorry to hear that you will no longer 

offer subscriptions for The SA Times.  For 
the price of $20 per year, the paper is defi-
nitely under-priced.  At double, that price, 
it would still be a bargain.  The cost of your 
newspaper is like getting a cup of coffee at 
the Raritan Diner for 10 cents or a glass of 
beer at my father’s tavern, Adam’s Café at 
the corner of Feltus and Augusta Streets for 
10 cents in the old days.

Alfons Marczak
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Surf City, NJ

Hi Tom,
On a very sad and personal note Tom, 

I am really sorry to learn that subscriptions 
to The SA Times will no longer be available 
to out of state readers.  I for one, would 
gladly pay for any increase in postage, 
envelopes, etc.

You can be sure I will seek a relative 
or friend to forward a copy of your GREAT 
newspaper monthly.

Thanks again for all the good read-
ing!

Bill Madeline
(Formerly of Sayreville/South Am-

boy)
Ronks, PA

Hi Tom,
We look forward to monthly issues of 

The SA Times, and will have to make sure 
Bonnie and Charlie Conroy continue to 
send it.  Thanks Tom to you and your staff 
for all you do.

Jim and Carol Brennan
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Tom,
Sorry to read that when subscription runs 

out, you will no longer be sending out the 
newspaper.  I can understand the cost going 
up, and would gladly pay more, and I know 
many subscribers would do the same if you 
find it feasible.  If not, it’s been wonderful 
receiving The SA Times and enjoying all 
the articles!

Joe Madeline
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida  
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Cub Scouts from Pack 95 recently visited West Point Military Academy, where under the 
guidance of Brendan and Fred Grospin went on a historical hike throughout the Academy 
grounds. The weather was perfect and everyone had a Great time. Pictured are:
John Merlino, Collin Drill, Victor Settimo, Patrick Scupp, John Paul Bellanich, Matt Coyle, 
Bobby Bialkowski, Brendan Grospin, Farid Comrie, Brandon Pagut, Aiden Pelky, Jacob 
Hendricks and Jonathan Wilson. If interested in joining Scouts, please contact Cathy Scupp 
at 732-826-8417.

Salt Water Day
Old Bridge Twp. will celebrate its An-

nual Salt Water Day on Sat., Aug. 8 at the 
Laurence Harbor beach front from 3 p.m. to 
dusk. The fun-filled family day will feature 
music, family events, food and will be fol-
lowed by a fireworks display.  The music 
entertainment will be from 5-7 p.m.

Vendors interested in participating may 
call Dave at 732-742-9212 or get a vendor 
form at oldbridge.com.

Fireman’s Fair
The Keyport Fireman’s Fair will be held 

July 27-August 1 from 6-10 p.m. at Fireman’s 
Park next to Ye Cottage Inn.

Sayreville Senior 
Trip

The Sayreville Senior Group is sponsor-
ing a trip the Rainbow Theater in Wayne, 
New Jersey on Tuesday, July 14, 2009. The 
group will see the Yankee Doodle Dandy 
Show at the Grand Chalet in Wayne, New 
Jersey. The cost of the trip is $65.00 which 
includes the bus, lunch, and show. The bus 
will leave Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center 
at 9:30AM and return approximately 6PM. 
For information and reservations, please call 
Jack or Ann at (732) 254-7263.
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Brian O’Connor’s Six-String All-Star Band turned in an outstanding performance at “Jamfest 
Concert 2009,” which was held at the Dr. Charles Hoffman Senior Center recently.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Brian O’Connor’s Annual Jam Fest 
Concert

Once again this yearly show was a huge 
success.  Featuring 24 of Brian’s advanced 
guitar students, performing with him on stage 
and playing and singing a cool variety of 
music from Jimmy Buffet, Santana, Earth, 
Wind and Fire to Taylor Swift and Stevie Ray 
Vaughn.  The hour and a half concert, which 
was only open to parents and family members 
in the past, was open to the public this year 
for the first time, and it was a full house, with 
standing room only!  For each song, different 
players were featured and although the ages 
varied from 9-20, every player knew their 
songs perfectly and sounded great.  Many 
of the players were also featured singers this 
year, and that number seems to be growing 
every year since Brian also works with many 
of his students on their vocal skills.  All in 

all, it was a very hip show that should not 
be missed next year.  Good job Brian, and 
keep up the good work!

The performers were: Dylan Earls, 
Tim Gibson, Mike Interdonato, Ciara 
Kaiser, Frank Levering, Bryan McCrea, 
Nick Manente, Sebastian Moczulski, Kyle 
O’Connor, Cynthia Corujo, Travis Jenkins, 
Shayna Lee O’Connor, Chris Schaaf, Kali 
Turner, Megan Varga, Marvi Boyce, Steve 
Goldstein, Alyssa Granieri, Suhani Shah, 
Brendan O’Keeffe, Connor Giannetto, Ty-
ler McCormack, Giovanni Spataro, Brian 
O’Connor with Dennis Nardone on drums 
and Nick Zonak on bass.

For more information go to Brian 
O’Connor’s website at: http://brianocon-
normusic.com/

CD Released By 
Students

Sayreville War Me-
morial High School’s 
Recording and Enter-
tainment Productions 
Workshop released 
its second album 
“Drivin’ While Jam-
min’ on May 29.  

Popular 3-piece 
band, Rosedale cut 

two tracks for the al-
bum, “Stone In The 

Wall,” and Alabama Blues.  The band is 
comprised of junior Mike Lefton, and sophs 
Carnel St. Louis and Skyler Lutz.  Senior 
Alyssa Palma and soph Gianine Palma sang 
“Flying High,” which was written by Patsy 
Palma, a Sayreville grad.  Senior guitar player 
Ed Vandenburg and senior Melissa Doney 
sang “Only Me.”  The CD showcases and 
promotes the students talent throughout the 
area.  For a copy of this fine CD, contact REP 
teacher James Craft at sayreville12.net.  

 The Workshop which is known as 
Fedora had its debut CD last year, “Insert 
Title Here.”  

#1 Country Hits On 
June 20
1994-Wink-Neal McCoy
1982-Slow Hand-Conway Twitty
1971-When You’re Hot, You’re Hot-Jerry 
Reed
1969-Running Bear-Sonny James
1956-Crazy Arms-Ray Price

#1 Pop Hits On 
June 20
2003-21 Questions-50 Cent
1998-The Boy Is Mine-Brandy & Monica
1981-Medley-Stars On 45
1970-The Long And Winding Road-The 
Beatles
1965-I Can’t Help Myself-Four Tops
1959-The Battle Of New Orleans-Johnny 
Horton

One Hit Wonders
25 Years Ago

1984-The Curly Shuffle-Jump In The 
Saddle Band; Let The Music Play-Shannon; 
99 Luftballons-Nena; Give It Up-KC; They 
Don’t Know-Tracey Ullman; Breakin’-
There’s No Stopping Us-Ollie & Jerry; The 
Warrior-Scandal Featuring Patty Smyth; 
Desert Moon-Dennis DeYoung; All I Need-
Jack Wagner; Easy Lover-Phillip Bailey 
With Phil Collins.

SA Times Staff favorites from last 
month’s 1979 One Hit Wonders; Al Gomolka 
Jr.-Just When I Needed You Most-Randy 
Van Warmer; Tom Burkard-Cruel To Be 
Kind-Nick Lowe.

The Del Royals
Bob Richardson, who was the lead 

singer for the original Del Royals local 
rock ‘n’ roll band from the ‘60’s, told us 
that Danny La Cross played the saxophone, 
not keyboards.

Thanks for pointing out the incorrect 
information from our ‘60’s source. 

BILLY GARNETT’S COLUMN, DOO WOP 
AND RARITAN BAY RADIO

By Henny The DJ
It was very moving to read Bill Garnett’s 

column in this paper last time about the 
explosion in town back in 1950. It is very 
possible that most people who read the SA 
Times were either not alive, not old enough 
to remember, or were not living in South 
Amboy that many years ago, and are not 
familiar with this part of our town’s history. 
My twin brother, Eddie, and I were eight 
years old and ensconced far away from the 
blast site catching frogs at the very upper 
end of Henry Street, but the combination of 
windows in my grandmother’s house being 
shattered, loss of all electrical power, and 
a black column of smoke rising from what 
looked like the New York City made our 
eight year old imaginations surmise that the 
Russians had finally dropped the bomb and 
were on their way up Main Street heading 
for Vincy Poulsen’s. I don’t say this in an 
attempt to be funny. This was in the days of 

the very real “Cold War” and we had just 
begun fighting in Korea.

Part 2 of his report in this edition will 
give you some idea of the trauma that we all 
went through and the severity of this very 
near catastrophe. 

Happened to get a listen to Raritan 
Bay Radio playing along with  Channel 15 
while I was visiting my mother’s house on 
David Street, and I was impressed by their 
fresh and knowledgeable selection of songs. 
Also, their choice of music gave me more 
confidence in seeking to create a Doo Wop 
Night once a month in town. Check it out 
on the internet for yourself:

www.raritanbayradio.com  I’ve been 
doing my homework and will have lot to 
report on next month here in the pages of 
the SA Times. But keep your song requests 
and suggestions coming to me at Henny the 
Dj@aol.com.

Music Trivia
60’s Challenge

By Tom Burkard

1.__Yummy, Yummy, Yummy a.1910 Fruitgum Co.
2.__Tell It Like It Is b.Nilsson
3.__Talk Talk c.Shadows of Knight
4.__Come On Down To My Boat d.The Parliaments
5.__A World Without Love e.The Music Machine
6.__Simon Says f.The Newbeats
7.__A Whiter Shade of Pale g.The Music Explosion
8.__Tobacco Road h.Cliff Nobles & Company
9.__Incense and Peppermints i.Aaron Neville
10._Gloria j.The New Vaudeville Band
11._Bread and Butter k.Ohio Express
12._Everybody’s Talkin’ l.Every Mothers Son
13._The Horse m.Peter & Gordon
14._Little Bit O’Soul n.Procol Harum
15._Winchester Cathedral o.The Nashville Teens
16._(I Wanna) Testify p.Strawberry Alarm Clock

Answers
1k 2i 3e 4l 5m 6a 7n 8o 9p 10c 11f 12b 13h 14g 15j 16d.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 62, South Amboy baseball team poses for a team 
photo prior to its 2009 opening game.  Coach Don Applegate has high hopes for this year’s 
talented club.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Former New York Yankees great, Allie Clark (l) and Harold Dennen (r) throw out the first ball 
at the opening game of the American Legion baseball season.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Baseball
Sayreville (12-9-1) The Bombers fin-

ished strong, winning 4 out of their last 5 
contests.

Robert Stewart paced the club with 5 
wins, while Joe Bongiorno notched 3.  Top 
hitters were Bongiorno, Jake Campbell, 
Brandon Cuomo, Blake Cuomo, Glenn 
Cannon, Jim DeMild, Brian Truchan, Mike 
McLafferty, Mike Greco, Eric Goitia, Ryan 
Vincent.  

Cardinal McCarrick (10-7) The Eagles 
took a 15-1 shellacking from powerhouse 
Holy Cross in the Non-Public B South tour-
nament quarterfinals.  Francisco Cedeno’s 
base hit in the 5th inning shattered a perfect 
game, and he later scored on a single by Joe 
D’Archi.

During the ’09 season, Joe Lunger’s 
3 triumphs topped the pitching staff.  The 
Eagles who excelled at bat were Ben Men-
doza, D’Archi, Cedeno, Carlos Napoles, 
Israel Vargas, Ryan Smith, John Radich, 
Jess Stone.

South Amboy (7-8) Dustin DeVoe was 
the ace of the pitching staff with a 4-3 record 
and 3.20 ERA.  Top hitters for Coach Joe 
Szaro’s Purple & Gold were catcher Kevin 
Riley, Dylan Brown, Craig Warzecha, Kyle 
Ravaioli, John Winkler, Joe Smith, DeVoe, 
Kyle Fuentes, Dave Tucka, Peter Carroll.  
Softball

Cardinal McCarrick (12-8) The Lady 
Eagles were eliminated in the Non-Public 
B South state tourney by Holy Cross, 5-1.  
CM was without the services of star pitcher 
Jessica Hartland (12 wins), who was on the 
senior trip, but soph Jamie Williams fared 
well in her first start, by striking out 11 bat-
ters.  Outstanding sluggers for the season 
were Jen Shereyka, Rebecca Beshada, 
Williams, Katelyn Wiamer, Hartland, and 
Rebecca Bowsky.

South Amboy (9-7) The Lady Guvs were 
soundly-defeated by a strong Florence club, 
15-2 in the CJ Group I quarterfinals.  Han-
nah Riley blasted a 2-run three bagger for 
the Purple & Gold.  Casey Jukus notched 7 
victories and Jamie Cannon 2 for SA.  Big 
hitters in ’09 were Riley, Kaitlyn Hubbard, 
Mary O’Connor, Rebecca English, Andrea 
Herdman, Catherine Eber, Melissa Mc-
Cleary, Nicole Murphy, Brittany Larkin.

Sayreville (6-10) Alexa Baldasare was 
the top pitcher with 5 wins.  Top hitters were 
Colleen Leschinski, Krystal Pearson, Kristen 
Fitzsimmons, Chrissy Deleto, Jackie Ciak.

Boys Tennis
Sayreville (16-3) Another superb year 

for Bombers and Coach Mike Provenza.  
Top players were: Singles-Tanay Patel; 
Nick Szamreta; Amar Karki; Doubles-Ravi 
Trivedi-Patrick Khaleel; Apoorv Karkar-
Vaibhav Verma.

South Amboy (9-5) It was a banner year 
for Coach Tony G. and his talented Gover-
nors.  The top singles performers were: Kevin 
Kotsak; Kyle Septor; Rusty Shamborovsky; 
Doubles-The O’Connor twins, Luke and 
Dan; Chris Ikan-Connor Anderson.
Boys Track & Field

Sayreville (7-0) The Bombers had an 
outstanding, as they captured the GMC’s 
White Division title, and had GMCT cham-
pions in Sean Mosser-800; and the 4 x 400 
tandem of Mosser, Scott Monaghan, Emeka 
Eze, and Koran Clyne.  Other standout per-
formers were: Rob Pizzi, David Fleming, 
Nick Corvino, Alex Yanuzzelli, Kene Eze, 
Deion Stephenson.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-5) The Eagles 
featured Non-Public B double-state cham-
pion, Brenton Widgeon, who was victorious 
in the 100 and 200 meter races.  Also turning 
in good seasons were: Gerard Piccolomini, 
Bob Clayton, Jim Mizokech, Chris Fraser, 
Chris Peralta, Craig Thomas, and Jarrett 
Stone.
Girls Track & Field

Sayreville (8-0) The White Division 
champions were superb this season, and 
led by Chantel King, Ariana Velasco, Sarah 
Barnes, Shannon McKenna, Jolise Aponte, 
Jamie Unkel,Whylia Thornton, Danielle 
Hogan.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-6) Top perform-
ers were Joanna Prumos, Amanda Murray, 
Haleigh Simon, Anna Icembli.

Sacred Heart Finishes 35-9!
Article Submitted

The Sacred Heart 7th and 8th Grade 
boys’ basketball team finished its season 
with an incredible 35-9 record!  The Hearts 
finished 1st in two tournaments, 2nd in an-
other, and 4th in their own tourney, while 
managing to play in the championship game 
in both leagues they entered.

The team finished tied for 1st place 
in regular season play in the OLP Knights 
of Columbus League with St. Thomas of 
Rahway.  St. Thomas beat SH 4 times dur-
ing the year, and also in the playoffs, as our 
locals finished 2nd.  Eric Pacansky, Marques 
Townes, Chima Ekekuegbor, and Aaron 
Lewis were all named to the All-Star game 
by the league.  Pacansky was team MVP 
for the league and Townes won MVP in the 
All-Star contest.

Sacred Heart also finished 2nd place 
during the regular season of the OLV/St. 
Stan’s League.  They suffered all 3 of their 
losses to a very good Corpus Christi South 
River team.  SH defeated every other op-
ponent they faced in the league.

The title game was a thriller, with Cor-
pus Christi prevailing 44-39.  The contest 
turned out to be the most competitive game 
the South River squad played all season, 
as they had been winning by an average of 

20 points a game.  Led by the rebounding 
of Pacansky, Ekekuegbor, and Townes, as 
well as the stifling defensive pressure from 
Nick Kales, Steven Herdman, Brian Gay, 
and Aaron Lewis, the Hearts gave Christi 
all they could handle during this standing 
room only barn-burner.  Thomas Cardaci also 
started and played a great game in his final 
year in a SH uniform.   Kales and  Herdman 
were League All-Star selections.  Pacansky 
was named to the All-Playoff 1st Team, and 
Townes to the All-League 1st Team.  Kales 
was also runner-up for the Mr. Hustle award 
for the league.

Townes led the team in scoring with 643 
points, followed by team captain Pacansky 
with 444.  Ekekuegbor scored 352 points, 
and the 3-headed monster of Kales, Herdman, 
and Lewis combined for 508 points, mostly 
off layups caused by their pressure defense.  
Gay, Cardaci, Ryan Kudelka, Thomas Weiler, 
David Rader, and Zach Moran also con-
tributed greatly through the season, before 
injuries shortened their campaigns.

Pacansky (Cardinal McCarrick), Car-
daci (Bishop Ahr), and  Kudelka (Undecided) 
are the only 8th graders on this team.  Best 
of luck in high school! 

Widgeon Wins 2 
State Titles

Cardinal McCarrick’s Brenton Widgeon 
captured the 100 and also 200 meter titles 
in the NJSIAA Non-Public B track & field 
tournament.  Widgeon, a senior, breezed to 
the 100 crown in 11:21, and took the 200 
in 22.39, becoming the first Eagles athlete 
to win a state track & field championship.  
Brenton also entered the long jump, but 
only jumped once, because he was saving 
his strength for the 200.  He still managed to 
place 4th in the long jump with a nice show-
ing of 19-11.  The state champion praised his 
father and also  McCarrick Coach Anthony 
Corcione, for all of their help along the way.  
Congratulations, Brenton!

Sportsmanship 
Winners

The local winners of GMC Sportsman-
ship awards were: Cardinal McCarrick-
Dominik Appiah and Jaci Chartier; South 
Amboy-Kyle Septor and Catherine Eber; 
Sayreville-Robert Pizzi and Danielle Hoyte.  
Congratulations!  

Toth: “Player Of 
The Year”

Jeff Toth, standout shortstop for The 
College of New Jersey was recently selected 
for the prestigious 2009 ABCA Rawlings 
Mid-Atlantic Region “Player of the Year” 
award.  He also was a 1st Team ABCA, and 
1st team NJAC choice.

Toth led the team in almost every 
offensive category including: batting avg.-
.483; hits-85; runs-55; RBI-49; doubles-19; 
triples-5; home runs-8; total bases-138; bases 
on balls-40; stolen bases-16.  Congratula-
tions, Jeff on an unbelievable season, and 
truly outstanding career!

Wanko, Heimall 
Star

South Amboy residents Matt Wanko and 
Matt Heimall were standout performers for 
the East Brunswick Tech varsity baseball 
team this year.  Congratulations to two fine 
ballplayers!

Kirchner An All-
American

Former Cardinal McCarrick HS softball 
star, Mallory Kirchner of Georgian Court 
University, was a 1st Team selection on the 
2009 Louisville Slugger/NFCA Division II 
All-America team as an outfielder at-large.  
In addition, she was chosen to the 2009 
Daktronics All-Regional 1st Team, and also 
the National Fastpitch Coaches Association 
(NFCA) All-Regional 1st Team.  Congratula-
tions, Mallory on an outstanding career!

Basketball & 
Soccer Camps

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will 
offer a boys and girls soccer camp for grades 
2-8 from July 6-10, Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m.  A boys and girls basketball camp will 
be held for the same grades, running from 
July 13-17, on the same days and times.

Nicola Honored
Monmouth University’s talented soft-

ball player, Jessica Nicola of Sayreville, 
finished her junior year on a high note.  Al-
though Monmouth lost to top seeded Long 
Island University, she earned All-Tourna-
ment honors by batting .500 (5-for-10), with 
3 runs, 2 homers and a team high 5 RBI in 
3 N.E.C. playoff games.  Nicola also had a 
1.000 slugging percentage, with no errors.  
Monmouth logged a (26-18-1) record with 
its second N.E.C. appearance in 3 years.

Jessica, who battled an injury in each 
shoulder throughout the season, came back 
and finished in the team’s top 5 of 14 cat-
egories including batting average-.280, hits, 
RBI, doubles, home runs, and runs scored.  
Congratulations to a courageous athlete!

Cardinal McCarrick's 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
s o p h o m o r e s  h a d 
another great season 
hit t ing the softbal l 
they are (l-r) Jamie 
Wi l l iams, Rebecca 
Beshada and Jennifer 
Shereyka.  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
T.H.E. 
GameGlory Days in

Local Sports

By Tom Burkard

From The Youth League Archives

1978 Champions-Lions Club won the South Amboy Little Fellas League baseball 
championship.  The talented team consisted of  top row (l-r) Coach Jim Beshada Sr., Coach 
Al Smith, Coach W. Tom Kross.  Second row (l-r) Mark Thompson, Frank Brennan, Peter 
Smith, Tom Ramer, Harry Flakker, Warren Johnson, Jim Beshada Jr.  Third row, kneeling 
(l-r) Brian Brennan, Frankie Dill, Pat Kelly, Jim McCabe, Joe Ramer, Tom Hessner, Michael 
Kross.  Bottom row, seated (l-r) Bill Tibbitt, Jim Kennedy, Roger Kuhn, Dan Selover, Matt 
Witham, Tim Gay.  (Photo courtesy of Jean Smith, names courtesy of Roger Kuhn) 

1940-St. Mary’s baseball club 
blasted Good Counsel of Newark, 
10-6 behind Allie Clark’s 2 hom-

ers and a single.  Stolte was the 
winning pitcher. 1954-South 
River stopped St. Mary’s base-

ball nine, 6-1.  Jerry Gorczyca blasted a 
triple.  Tom Malik took the tough setback 
despite firing a 4-hitter and striking out 11 
Rams.  1963-Sayreville’s baseball team 
beat Metuchen, 4-1 behind winning pitcher 
Dennis Dzergoski’s fine 3-hitter.  Catcher 
John Karlowitz belted 2 doubles and drove 
in a run, while Joe Battoli socked an RBI 
two-base hit.  1976-The Bombers shocked 
South River, 6-1 on the baseball diamond.  
Mark Conroy was the winning pitcher, while 
Dave Constantineau had 2 RBI.  1980-Hoff-
man nipped Carteret, 6-5.  Tom O’Connor’s 
double with the bases loaded tied the game, 
and Pat DeJoy ripped a single for the game-
winner.  Daryl Munck was the winning 
pitcher in relief.  1996-Hoffman’s softball 
team destroyed Dunellen, 26-5.  Winning 
pitcher Lyli Munoz went 3-for-3 with 5 RBI, 
Sue Rowley knocked in 2 runs, while Jessica 
and Kristen English had 2 RBI each.  2002-
Cardinal McCarrick swamped Spotswood, 
10-1 in softball.  Mallory Kirchner was the 
winning hurler, and Jessica Wojcik went 
2-for-2 with 2 RBI.

Sport-Baseball
Year-1965
Teams-Sayreville vs. Matawan
Recap-Bombers’ undefeated, ace hurler, Bill 
Trzaska fired a brilliant no-hitter while strik-
ing out 15 Huskies and leading Sayreville 
to a 3-0 victory.  Trzaska lost his bid for a 
perfect game with 2 outs in the 6th inning 
with a walk, and in the 7th, another Matawan 
player reached on an error.  Roger Feltz 
stroked 2 hits and drove in a run, while Greg 
Chierchie drilled an RBI single.
MVP-Bill Trzaska.

1967-St. Mary’s Eagles pitcher Fred Henry is mobbed by teammates after firing a brilliant 
1-hitter against St. Patrick’s of Elizabeth.  Pictured (l-r) Dave Ertle, Tom “Red” Kelly, ? (Either 
Bill Farrell, Joe Donnelly, or Jack Phillips).  Far right Dan Cheeseman.  Second row (l-r) 
John Clark, Tom Dowd, Jim Passafiume.

Did You Know?
In 1960, St. Mary’s star pitcher Jack 

Seaman and third baseman Jim Heffernan 
were scouted by the Milwaukee Braves area 
scout Honey Russell, and told to report to 
the Braves’ summer try out camp. Diamond Dust

35 Years Ago
South Amboy Slow Pitch
1974-The Mystic Knights finished (7-

9), with Joe “Jody” Kelly leading all the 
offensive departments: batting average-.391; 
runs-14; hits-18; doubles 6; home runs 2.  
Mike “Woody” McCarthy led the Mystics 
with 3 wins, and Henry Moe notched 2.  Other 
top-notch, full-time performers were: Tom 
“Tee” O’Connell, Jim Wallis, Dave “Stretch” 
Stolte, Joe Wallis, Tony Mancini, Gary 
Kosovich, “Smokey” Ryan who hit .444, 
(but did not get enough at bats to qualify)  
Others who came to occasional games and 
played part-time were: Jerry Pizzillo, Dave 
Powers, Rich Moran, Bill O’Leary, Sean 
Kelly, Bob “Ozzie” Levins, Dennis Bratus, 
Danny Weinman, DeLucia, Maliszewski.

Javelin Champs
Sayreville’s superb javelin throwers, 

Ken Drwal and Mark Ryan were NJSIAA 
Track & Field Meet of Champions winners.  
Drwal took the top spot in 1977 with a throw 
of 199-4, and Ryan captured the champion-
ship in 1980 with an unbelievable long toss 
of 234-5.

State Champs 40th 
Anniversary 
Reunion

On June 4, 1969, St. Mary’s and Hoffman 
High School baseball teams accomplished 
one of the rarest feats in schoolboy history 
by winning state championships on the same 
day.  The Eagles captured the South Jersey 
Parochial B title, and the Governors were 
crowned CJ Group I state champions.

A casual reunion is planned for all the 
members of both teams on Saturday, July 
25, 2009 at Scortino’s Harbor Lights, 132 
South Broadway, South Amboy from 12 
noon to 3 p.m.  All players, coaches and 
scorekeepers only are cordially invited to 
attend.  Each person will pay for their own 
meal and drinks.  Come on out and visit old 
teammates, and friends, while reminiscing 
about that very “special” year of 1969!  If 
you will be attending, or for more informa-
tion, call Tom Burkard at The SA Times, 
732-727-0398.  

Klimchak All 
American

Scott Klimchak, son of former South 
Amboy resident Mike Klimchak and grand-
son of Theresa Klimchak, was recently 
chosen a 2009 US Lacrosse High School 
All-American.  As a senior at Johnson Re-
gional HS, he scored 82 points, and finished 
his career with 385 points, 4th on the All-
Time NJ scoring list.  He also starred in ice 
hockey and football, and will be joining his 
brother Matt at Rutgers this fall.  Scott was 
a 2-time All-State performer.  Congratula-
tions, Scott!

70 Years Ago
1939-Hoffman High’s baseball team 

finished with 6 wins and 7 losses under 
Coach Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski.  Pohl 
topped the club with a .409 batting aver-
age, and was followed by Kelly .375; Ernie 
Read .375; Nick DeBiase .333; Carl Marks 
.297.  The top pitchers were Stan Kusic (3-
2, 25 strikeouts), and Westernick (3-2, 27 
strikeouts).  Other fine performers for the 
Guvs were Walt Rogers, Dobrzynski, Hess, 
Dowling, Baker, Salmon, Brylinski, Durski, 
and Lindson.

The Purple and Gold got off to a fast 
start, but cooled off after losing team leader, 
Ernie Read because of the age limit, an 
injury to Dobrzynski, that kept him out of 
the lineup, and the loss of Pohl and Marks 
from the squad. 

The legendary South Amboy Briggs baseball team held a huge 30th anniversary reunion in 
1981.  Pictured are many of South Amboy’s most renowned citizens and athletes.  Bottom 
row (l-r) Bill “Doc” O’Leary, Richie Schultz, Pete Smoyak, Mayor J. Thomas Cross, Allie 
Clark, Bill “Biff” McKeon, John Wortley.
2nd row (l-r) Charlie Steuber, Walt Rogers, Frank “Skippy” Minnick, Leo Kedzierski, George 
Spiecker, Reggie Carney, Charlie Kolakowski, Mike Smisko.  3rd row (l-r) Ken Rogers, Frank 
“Box” Zebro, Chet Meinzer, Alfie O’Connor, Joe Crowe, Tony Tarallo, Andy Dobrzynski, 
Gene Malkiewicz, Bill Seminak, Art “Yup” Kowaleski, John “Skeets” Skarzynski.  Top row 
(l-r) Bob Cislo, Rudy “Gooby” Neumann, Leroy “Red” Kurtz, Jerry Connors.

1940’s (Late) South Amboy City Base-
ball League-McKeon’s 3 Mechanicsville 2.  
Winning pitcher Jerry Connors singled in 
the game winning run.  Jack McKeon and 
Jim Cassidy blasted solo home runs for 
McKeon’s.  Stan Miller hit an RBI double 
for Mechanicsville.  

1966 AAABA Baseball League-South 
Amboy 2 Franklin 1.  Curt Wood was the 
winning pitcher, while Tom Kelly supported 
him with 2 hits.

1966 American Legion-Sayreville 2 
Edison 1.  Mickey Marcinczyk’s 2-run single 
in the bottom of the 7th won it.  Charlie 
Lynch fired a 1-hitter.  Billy Clayton and 
Curt Wood ripped 2 hits each.

1970’s (Early) Morgan Little League-
Gomolka’s Auto Body 10 Fred’s Sunoco 
9.  Winning pitcher Ed Gorczynski blasted 
a single and double.  Losing pitcher Don 
Montemuro hit a single and double.

1975 South Amboy Midget League-
Orioles 7 Cards 3-Glenn Vona laced 3 hits 
for the winners, while Joe Lewis stroked 3 
hits for the Cards.

1975 South Amboy Girls Softball 
League-Dodgers 22 Mets 0.  Judy Neumann 
blasted a home run and had 6 RBI.

1977 South Amboy Girls Softball 
League-Orioles 17 Indians 4.  Diane Peter-
son paced the winners with 3 doubles and 
2 home runs.
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Proud parents Robert and Joan Carew of South Amboy are pleased to announce that 
their daughter Allison Connery-Green, also of South Amboy, graduated from Monmouth 
University with her Master’s Degree in Business Administration (MBA).  The graduation 
ceremony was held May 20th, 2009 at the PNC Arts Center in Holmdel, NJ.
Allison is a 1984 graduate of Cardinal McCarrick High School, formerly known as St. 
Mary’s High School, in South Amboy, where she was a member of the National Honor 
Society.  While at St. Mary’s, Allison was selected to the All-Middlesex County and All-
Conference Cross-Country teams, as well as a member of the 1982 Parochial B Softball 
State Championship Team.  Upon graduating from high school, Allison went to Albright 
College, located in Reading, PA where she continued her cross-country and softball 
careers.  Allison graduated from Albright in 1988 with a BS in Accounting and has spent 
the last 20 years working in NYC in the financial services industry.  Most recently a Vice 
President at Merrill Lynch in Derivative Finance, Allison early retired last year to become 
a stay-at-home Mom to her son Maxwell and complete her Master’s Degree.  Allison is 
the wife of proud and supportive husband Philip Green. 

Congratulations 2009 Graduates
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WWW.?

This is one of the toughest pictures since we’ve started the WWW.?  If you think you know 
the answer, drop us a line at: satimes@aol.com.  Good luck!

Winners
Last month’s WWW.? was a pretty easy 

one, and lots of SA Times faithful readers 
knew the building in the photo was Massing’s 
Esso/Exxon gas station and garage or Mass-
ing Exxon Servicenter.  Congratulations to 
the following winners: W. Tom Kross, who 
said, “As a kid you could always get a lollipop 
or piece of gum from Mr. Massing.”  Dennis 
O’Leary, of Sayreville said, “Mr. Massing 
fixed many a flat tire for us over the years.”  
Other winners were: Bill & Pat Scully, Mike 
Reilly, Stella Pluskota, Marty Ruszala, Glen 
Malkiewicz, Rich Garsick, Marian Mills, 
Jim Gray, Mary Agnes Morris, Paul Bulla, 
Eileen Buckalew, Ed Gorczynski, Ceil Gos-
ford, Frank & Mary Ann Matarangolo, Anna 
Leathers, Don Zrebiec, Robert Martenak, 

who said, “I spent many days there in the 
summers in the mid 1940’s.  When I think 
of it now, John Massing must have loved 
kids.  He always found time in his busy day 
of running the business to show you how to 
fix your bike or patch that leaky inner-tube.  
And, we were non-paying customers!  I am 
sure he and his son Jack did not need, but 
never ignored.  Can’t imagine a business-
man like him today!”   Joe Madeline, Pat 
Fitzmorris Kearney, who said, “I used to go 
there all the time for gas because two of the 
nicest men worked there-Mr. Massing and 
Mr. McMahon.  They were always so nice 
and helpful!  A couple of contestants thought 
the building was Wally & Bumps Esso on 
South Stevens Ave. in South Amboy.

More Gas Station 
Memories

South Amboy’s Ceil Gosford tells us 
that the gas station on the corner of Stevens 
Ave. and Main St. was called Charles & Bill 
Delaney’s, and her brother Joe worked there!  
South Amboy sure had a lot of gas stations 
through the years!

Local resident Bob Masterson said, “My 
dad, Bill Masterson owned the Esso station 
on the corner of Stevens Ave. & George St. 
in South Amboy in the ‘40’s.  I believe he 
sold the business to Wally & Bumps and 
built the new Esso station on Rt. 35 South, 
in Morgan in 1953.  I know Bruce Cooper 
came to South Amboy from South Carolina 
to run the station for Esso.”

Jim Phillips of South Amboy said that, 
“The gas station on the corner of Broadway 
and Bordentown Ave., was a Shell station 
owned by Mr. Thomas.”

Daylight Bakery Memories

Explosion 
Memories

Betty Silvaney, formerly of South 
Amboy has vivid memories of the 1950 
South Amboy Explosion.  “We lived on 
North Broadway and my dad was seriously 
injured.  He was in the bath tub at the time, 
and the window blew into the tub with him.  
The doctor couldn’t get all the glass shards 
out of him, and he carried them for a long 
time.  I was in a neighbor’s garage and saw 
the roof lift about 4 inches.  My mother 
ran home from a neighbors’ behind Briggs 
garage, and later found there was a piece 
of shrapnel embedded in the garage where 
she had been.  We stayed with relatives in 
Perth Amboy for awhile, and when we came 
home it looked like a war zone.  National 
Guard all around.  It was very scary for a 
12-year old.”

Jim Phillips of South Amboy remem-
bered that “The damage to St. Mary’s Church 
was extensive, and Mass was held in Hoff-
man High School gym.  Msgr. Sullivan had 
major repairs done to the church.  Also, that 
was the year we go the new pews, replacing 
the drab wine-colored pews.  Note: the new 
stained glass windows on the east side do 
not have inscriptions on them.”

Lambertson’s Boat
Jim Phillips said that, “Beanie Lambert-

son’s boat was removed by knocking down 
the side wall of the garage.  The boat was 
moved out sideways.  The last time I saw the 
boat was when it was going up Bordentown 
Ave. to the Morgan Creek.”

A Little Bit Of Daylight Bakery History
By Carol Doucha Eckenfelder

*My parents were the original owners 
of the bakery, and I thought I would give 
your readers a little bit of Daylight Bakery 
history.  I have always been proud of the 
success my parents achieved building the 
business from bottom up.  It was a very de-
manding business to run, and they had few 
vacations in their working years.  If a baker 
did not show up for the night shift, my dad 
had to step in and work both the day and 
night shifts.  Mom worked tirelessly running 
the shop, but she still found time to be a 
mother to my 2 sisters, Pat and Judy, and 
to me.  She was a volunteer driver for the 
Motor Corps during WW II, Vice-President 
of the PTA, a member of the Women’s Club, 
top notch bowler and on and on.  They are 
a hard act to follow.  

Daylight Bakery History
Our family is saddened to learn of the 

closing of Daylight Bakery.  My father and 
mother, Otto and Edna Doucha were the 
original owners of the bakery, which opened 
its doors for business on Dec. 1, 1933.  They 
were both 24 years old at that time and had 
married only 4 days prior to the grand open-
ing of the bakery.  Mom and dad had wanted 
to own their own business, and an opportunity 
arose when they were able to purchase used 
bakery equipment from a bankrupt bakery 
in Bloomfield.  With the help of mom and 
friends, dad personally set up the ovens, 
benches, display cases and whatever else was 
used in the bakery.  They opened for business 
during a severe snowstorm.  Needless to say, 
they had very little business on their grand 
opening day and sold the goods that would 
spoil to a local chicken farmer for 50 cents a 
bag.  A loaf of bread sold for 10 cents and a 

dozen hard rolls were 24 cents.  After paying 
their bills, they had $20 left to cover their 
payroll at the end of the week.  The rest is 
history.  Their bakery was a success from the 
beginning.  Mom took care of the front end 
of the business dealing with the customers 
and finances, and dad was the master bread 
maker, pastry man and cake decorator.  He 
won the National Grand Yeast Award, taking 
1st place in the state for his bread.  He also ran 
cake decorating classes for his employees to 
insure they met his high standards.  It was a 
partnership that worked for them throughout 
their 55 years of marriage.

After the explosion in 1950, mom and 
dad really never closed the store.  They 
supplied food for the rescue workers that 
evening, and opened for business later the 
next day.  How they managed, I’ll never 
know.  Like the rest of the residents of the 
town, we suffered severe damage to our 
store and apartment.  Dad had his injuries 
bandaged, and he boarded up where the 
plate glass windows once were, swept up 
the debris from fallen ceilings and continued 
baking for the town.  They sold the bakery 
in 1951, but never forgot the warmth of the 
people of South Amboy.

My personal favorites were numer-
ous; however, dad made a wonderful sugar 
cookie that I’m still trying to replicate.  His 
pastries and desserts were influenced by his 
Austrian heritage, and he took great pride 
in using the finest ingredients in his baked 
goods.  His cake decorating was always a 
work of art.  

Our mother Edna, resides at Navesink 
Harbor, now known as the Atrium at 
Navesink, in Red Bank.  She will be celebrat-
ing her 100th birthday on Dec. 12, 2009. 

Former South Amboy resident Betty 
Silvaney of Pennsylvania writes, “Sorry to 
hear Daylight Bakery closed.  I was a regular 
customer in the 50’s for their “crumb buns.”  
Loved the Napoleons and éclairs too!  

Patricia Fitzmorris Kearney also of 
Pennsylvania said, “I cannot believe Day-
light Bakery is closed.  They did have some 
great treats there!  They had the BEST cherry 
turnovers-half moon shaped with crumbs on 
top.  My mom always loved their Russian 
coffee cake, and no childhood birthday would 
have been complete without a birthday cake 
from there.”

Jim Phillips of South Amboy recalled, 
“As a kid going to the back door of the bakery 
after hours to buy “day old” rye bread.  Mr. 
Otto Ducha, the owner always gave me a 
treat.  The Ducha Family lived above the 
bakery.  Otto had an elaborate train layout.  
He sold the bakery after the explosion to 
Mieso.  They moved to Keyport and ran a 
hardware store there.”

Missy Sumski DiMauro formerly of 
Sayreville and now residing in Myrtle Beach, 
SC, remembered, “My father Stanley Sum-
ski, started buying my mother’s birthday 
cake at Daylight Bakery when they were 
dating, and did so every year until 1988, 

which was the birthday before we moved to 
Cape May, and before my father’s passing in 
1990.  They were married in 1958.  That’s 
30 years of cakes!  My mother, Carole Joy 
Kurtz Sumski, is a “Christmas Baby” as her 
birthday is Dec. 23.  Every year, while I was 
little, and I know for my 3 older brothers as 
well, my dad would have to “take a ride” 
on Dec. 23.  Dad would get the cake and 
we kids would get some cut out cookies.  
Of course, my mother always asked where 
we got the cookies, as if she didn’t know.  
But she played along as we all enjoyed the 
sprinkled sugar cookies and devoured the 
delicious strawberry filled birthday cake 
that my mother was forever “surprised” at 
receiving.  Those are memories that time 
cannot take away, and I thank you so much 
for the opportunity to share ours.”

Jim Gray of South Amboy, who lived 
on lower David St. recalled that, “The baker 
put donuts by the screen door in the back to 
cool off, and one day, a couple of us opened 
the door and grabbed some jelly donuts, and 
the baker chased us down the railroad tracks, 
and never caught us.  Steve made the best 
donuts ever. A few years later, I married the 
baker’s daughter, Rose.”

An undated photo of the inside of Daylight Bakery shows the huge selection of cakes, 
cookies and other baked delights.  Owner, Edna Doucha is pictured on the left.  (Photo 
courtesy of Carol Doucha Eckenfelder)

Good Old Days-Remember way back when South Amboy had a Soap Box Derby?  Just 
take a look at these creative local youths, and how proud they are of the  Soap Boxes 
they built for this big event.  This is believed to have been one of the last Derbies in South 
Amboy history in the late 1970’s.  Do you recognize any of the participants or their parents?  
If you have more info on this or other South Amboy or Sayreville Soap Box Derbies, please 
let us know.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times June �0, �009   �1

Freddie Whiteley IV, 3 years old of South Amboy put on his hard hat for his first pay loader 
ride, and really enjoyed it.  The Equipment Operator is Marty Lampart of South Amboy, who 
was working on Charles Street.  (Photo/info courtesy of Judy O’Connor)

Class of 2009-The Children’s Center For Learning of South Amboy is a happy group of 
graduates, as they pose with Owner Miss Lisa, Director Miss Jackie, and Miss Rebecca.  The 
Center is located at 148 North Broadway, and is now accepting enrollment for September.  
For more information call 732-727-7373.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Sacred Heart standout basketball player, 
Eric Pacansky recently scored his 1,000th 
point for the 7th and 8th grade boys team.  
(Photo/info submitted)

Ice Cream, You Scream

Pacansky Scores 
1000 Points

During a semifinal game against St. 
James of Woodbridge, Eric Pacansky sank 
a fade away elbow jump shot to score the 
1,000th point of his CYO career at Sacred 
Heart.  Pacansky scored 556 points in 7th 
grade, and 444 points this year as an 8th 
grader.  This is a rare occurrence for anyone 
to score 1,000 points in only 2 years.  Con-
gratulations Eric from your family, coaches, 
teammates, and of course, The SA Times!  
Best wishes at Cardinal McCarrick HS!

Blinded By The 
Beautiful Sun

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c.2008
I’m blinded by the beautiful sun
Blinded by this beautiful sun
Praying as this new morn’s begun
As I walk on my way
On a glorious day
I’m blinded by the beautiful sun
Warming its world as it comes
I find it inspiring and fun
As I walk on my way
Let life bring what it may
My hands have to rim both my eyes
As the brightness beams out of the sky
Greeting everyone to arise
At the start of this day
As I walk on my way
I’m blinded by the beautiful sun
Blinded by this beautiful sun
Feeling like I’ve already won
The gift of this day
By its radiant rays.

We all scream for ice cream!  Remember 
those hot summer days and nights long ago, 
when you would wait for your local ice cream 
man to drive his truck into your neighbor-
hood, so you could buy your favorite treat 
and cool off?  Back in the 1960’s, two of 
South Amboy and Sayreville’s most notable 
ice cream trucks were the Good Humor, and 
Mr. Softee.

Do you have any memories of who 
owned the trucks, or your favorite ice cream 
treats, or possibly a picture of you or the 
owner standing by the ice cream truck, or 
the truck alone?  If you’d like to share your 
memories with other SA Times readers, 

please send by e-mail to: satimes@aol.com, 
or by regular mail to: SA Times, PO Box 
3027, South Amboy, NJ 08879.  If you want 
the photo back please send an SASE.
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New Chief-First Assistant Chief Larry Martin 
(r) will officially become South Amboy’s 
new Fire Chief on July 1st.  He is pictured 
marching in the Memorial Day Parade at 
South Amboy.  Outgoing Chief Paul Mundy 
(l) did a fine job.  Best of luck, Larry!  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke season opened with a nice bunch 

of keepers and quite a few shorts being 
caught. The Bay at Sandy hook and off the 
Navy Pier are the spots to fish.  Some big fish 
weighing 5 to 8 pounds have been caught.  
Party Boats that fish the ocean are also doing 
well. Party Boats that are fishing Bluefish are 
doing well at night and day fishing seems 
to be best using jigs. There have been some 
Striped Bass mixed in at times. Day chum-
ming out in the Mud Hole offshore, results 
in a few big Blues being caught, until dogfish 
take over the slicks in force. Bottom fishing 
for Seabass is good with a few Ling mixed in. 
Again, It’s harder to get more keepers due to 
the size limit pushed up to 12 ½ inches that 
extra half inch doesn’t make it any easier.  
Surf fishing on the entire coast is Bluefish 
and Striped Bass. It’s also true in the Bay. I 
saw one nice Striper at Cliffwood beach, but 
mostly Bluefish are being caught. The same 
story is also true at South Amboy Beach.
Freshwater

Trout fishing is in full swing statewide. 
Stocking concluded on June 1st statewide 
until the fall. My wife and I fished the Pe-
quest on Memorial Day for a few hours in 
the afternoon. We ended up with seven nice 
trout and one big Sucker. We returned the 
following Sunday for a few hours, catching 
six more. Our largest Fish was 13 inches.  
Fishing Statewide is good for Largemouth 
Bass and Pickerel. In Lake Hopatcong, lower 
water levels are giving anglers easier access 
to catching Hybrid Strippers, Walleye and 
various pan fish. Smallmouth bass fishing 
is good in the Delaware River.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times June �0, �009   ��

Mama Mia’s Pizza on South Pine Ave. has recently closed its doors for the final time.  
Many locals patrons appreciated the delicious pizza made by the owner Rob.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)  

South Amboy 100 Years Ago ~ Part 2
By Tom Burkard, Contributor Anna Harris Friberg

1909 Religious Denominations
“There are eight churches in South Am-

boy, representing the Methodist Episcopal; 
Methodist Protestant; Presbyterian; English 
Roman Catholic; Polish Roman Catholic; 
Baptist; two Episcopal churches.”

Water, Light and Power
“South Amboy has a first-class system 

of water works, furnishing an ample supply 
of pure, clear water.  The city is illuminated 
by both electricity and gas.  Electric power 
for operating light machinery is also supplied 
by a local company, while gas is now coming 
into general use as a fuel.”
Prominent Residents

One of South Amboy’s most prominent 
figures was Senator Daniel Chase.  He was 
credited with the securing of a bill by the 
legislature in 1887, authorizing South Amboy 
as a borough, which at that time was strongly 
opposed.  Upon his retirement from the Sen-
ate, he was elected to 5 successive terms as 
Mayor of South Amboy.  He was also one 
of the organizers of the First National Bank.  
In 1894, he was nominated for Congress but 
declined.

 Thomas J. Scully was the head of the 
Scully Towing and Transportation Company, 
which was the largest of its kind in the New 
York Harbor, and the only one using its ocean 
going tugs from Maine to Virginia.  “He is 
the Democratic leader of this county, and was 
one of the Bryan presidential electors to go 
to the Denver Convention last year.”
Business

As noted in last month’s article, South 
Amboy had many businesses.  Steuerwald’s 
Hotel was located on Bordentown Ave., and 
owned by Charles Steuerwald, who had 
served as a councilman and Board of Educa-
tion member.  In addition, he was a State Fish 
& Game Warden.  Other 1909 businesses to 
note included A.J. Miller Lumber and Build-
ing Material; E.R. Brown Contractor and 
Builder; Sullivan Brothers Confectionery, 
Fruits, Soda, Cigars, etc.; Charles W. Stuart, 
Fine Footwear; George A. Scully, Grocer; 
E.J. O’Connor, Proprietor “The Gem” Café; 

M. Kaufman, Department Store; V. Newell 
Jame, Machine Shop; J.E. Montgomery, Gro-
cer; J. Alfred Johnson, Footwear and Men’s 
Furnishings; Gottlob Straub, Market; Irving 
I. Turner, Clothing and Furnishings; Michael 
Welsh, Hotel; Emiliussen’s Bowling and Pool 
Parlors, S. Emiliussen, Proprietor, was lo-
cated at the corner of First St. and Broadway; 
A.T. Kerr, Painters’ and Glaziers’ Supplies; 
Theo B. Quackenboss, Funeral Director and 
Embalmer; Stillwell & Mason-Furniture 
and Undertaking; P.F. Kenah, Saloon and 
Restaurant; Oscar M. Mundy, Contractor 
and Builder; Frederick W. Steins, Musical 
Instruments; H.C. Perrine & Son, Clay Min-
ers; E. Everett Haines, M.D., Physician and 
Surgeon; John A. Coan, Counselor-at-Law; 
Howell & Gordon, General Store; H.F. Brown 
Tea Co.; Central House (Hotel), located on 
Broadway- Frank Meinzer, Proprietor; D.E. 
Mahoney & Co., Cash Grocers.

*All information is taken from “South 
Amboy Up-To-Date” published in 1909.

Next Month: Part 3

Cardinal McCarrick High School held their Graduation Ceremony for the class of 2009 on 
June 6th.  Alanna Cholewa (l) was the class Salutatorian and Joanna Prumos (r) was the 
class Valedictorian.   Both Alanna and Joanna delivered very well thought out and inspiring 
speeches.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Avoid Injury While Enjoying Golf
Most golf injuries are related to the 

swing.  The most common injuries are to 
the lower back, and for right handed people, 
the left wrist, followed by the left hand, left 
shoulder and left knee.  Left handed people 
would be the opposite, the right wrist, fol-
lowed by the right hand, right shoulder and 
right knee.  Sprains, strains and tendonitis 
are the most common complaints.  Injuries 
can be prevented or minimized with proper 
preparation.  Following are some simple 
steps to take to avoid injury and enjoy golf 
to its fullest.

1.Ask your Chiropractor about a con-
ditioning program to strengthen and stretch 
the muscles used in the golf swing.  2.Use 
the expertise of your local golf pro.  He 
can insure that your swing is mechanically 
correct.  Improper swing mechanics are the 
most common cause of golf injuries.  3.Make 
sure your clubs fit your body.  Clubs are like 
shoes; if you don’t buy the right size, your 
body will suffer the consequences.  4.If 
you walk the course rather than ride, don’t 
carry your golf bag.  Carrying a bag, even 
the lightweight styles, add extra strain on 
your body.  Use a pull-cart.  Those golfers 
with back problems might try pushing the 
cart rather than pulling it-this will reduce 
rotational strain on your lower back.  5.Don’t 
forget the simple things such as bending 
your knees to pick up the golf ball.  6.If you 
injure yourself, stop playing and consult your 
Chiropractor as soon as possible.  7.Have 
fun!  Too many golfers take the game too 
seriously.  Remember, the game is supposed 
to relieve stress, not create it. 

St. Stan’s Carnival
June 24-27

St. Stan’s Carnival will be held from 
Wed., June 24-Sat., June 27 at the Parish 
Carnival Grounds located on Main St. and 
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville.

Carnival times are:Wed. June 24 from 
6-11 p.m.; Thurs. June 25th 6-11 p.m.; Fri. 
June 26th Food Tent opens at 5 p.m., Car-
nival 6 p.m. to midnight;  Sat. June 27th 
6-11 p.m.

There will be at least 14 rides for kid-
dies and adults. 

Pre-Sale Ride Tickets and Super 50/50 
raffle tickets will be sold prior to the Carnival 
at the following locations:

Sayreville Seafood & Deli; Sun. 6/21- 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m.-Sayreville Seafood & Deli; 
Prior to Bingo at St. Stan’s Auditorium 6-
7:30 p.m. Tuesday 6/23; Prior to Bingo at 
St. Stan’s Auditorium 12-1:30 p.m. Sunday 
6/21; Camillo’s Restaurant 31 MacArthur 
Ave., Sayreville (during normal business 
hours); Parish Office-Monday through 
Friday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Wed. evenings 
6-9 p.m.

Some of the Carnival’s featured games 
of chance with fabulous prizes for all ages 
will include the Las Vegas “Money” Wheel 
for adults; Nightly and Super 50/50 drawings; 
50” Panasonic Plasma Hi Def TV Raffle.

The fabulous Food Tent will feature a 
wide variety of Ethnic and American home-
made foods and include the mouth-watering 
Seafood area; Barbeque Ribs; Friday Night 
Fish Fry beginning at 5 p.m.; scrumptious 
Desserts for all ages; Beer Garden.

Please
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Local Wildlife

This Great Egret waits patiently for his next meal to swim on by.  Known for its keen 
eyesight and cat-like quickness, an unexpecting fish is no match for this bird.  (Photo/info 
by Bill Garnett)

This family of Canadian Geese is out for a nice Sunday swim at the South Amboy Water 
Works pond recently.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Mystery
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2009

Who?  What?  Where?
When?  Why?
How?  ….
You figure it out!

STAR TREKKIN’
By Elaine Scott

After so much promotional hype, Star 
Trek recently opened in theaters, number 11 
in a long line of Star Trek movies.  As I inch 
ever closer to senior citizen status, I find it 
quite amazing that I was a teenager when the 
Star Trek series first aired on TV in 1966.  It 
amazes me even more that William Shatner, 
the original Captain Kirk, is going stronger 
than ever as the spokesman in the Priceline 
commercials.  In my opinion, I think he has 
more appeal now as the “Negotiator,” sitting 
in an upholstered swivel rocker in the back of 
an old van than he did sitting in the Captain’s 
chair of the Star Trek Enterprise.  

Not many stars have been able to with-
stand the test of time as Shatner has done.  
Yet, there are definitely some who have never 
“lost it” with the passing years.

I was only a child when Clint Eastwood 
played Rowdy Yates on Rawhide, and a 
teen when he starred in his first Spaghetti 
Western, The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly, 
the same year in which the Star Trek series 
began on television.  Seeing him in his new-
est movie, Gran Torino, there’s no doubt he 
still retains the same masculine quality at the 
age of 79, as he had when he first uttered 
those memorable words, “Go ahead.  Make 
my day,” in Dirty Harry.

Dennis Hopper is another actor who, 
instead of getting “old,” just aged very well.  
His bad boy image from his Easy Rider days 
of 40 years ago is still very apparent on his 
Ameriprise commercials.  Filled with an 
undeniable, male presence at the age of 73, 
he could make anyone believe him when he 
says, “dreams don’t have to retire.”

Diane Keaton is an actress who just 
keeps getting better with time.  Now at 63, 
she looks better, without “enhancement,” and 
acts better than she had done in her 1970 role 
in The Godfather, and, later, in 1977, when 
she starred in the movie, Annie Hall.  

When I heard Rod Stewart singing the 
lyrics, “Maggie, I think I have something 
to say to you…” from his 1971 hit, Maggie 
May, on the final night of American Idol, the 
years all seemed to fall away, making me feel 
young again.  His voice may not be 100% 
but at the age of 64, he surely is.  

Meryl Streep, Al Pacino, Robert De-
Niro, Mick Jagger, Harrison Ford and, even, 
Sally Field, are just a few examples of mature 
stars who keep growing and improving with 
time.  By aging with style and grace, they’re 
proof that where talent is concerned, youth 
has absolutely nothing to do with it.

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)Auxiliary Meeting

On June 23, 2009, at 8pm Ladies Aux-
iliary of Sayreville, NJ,on Jernee Mill Road 
will have a monthly meeting. Every auxiliary 
member is welcome to meet our new officers 
and voice your opinion on what we shall do 
to help our servicemen and women overseas. 
Refreshments will be served. Call for info 
@ 732-264-3041.
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Obituaries
Anderson, Louise C., formerly of Sayre-

ville died on May 24.
Bailey, Jill S., 45, of Sayreville died 

on May 19.
Bielski, Marion C. Podbelski, 86, of 

Sayreville died on May 31.
Booker, Ann Marie Dooling, 73, of 

South Amboy died on June 7.
Burns, Georgianna A., 89, formerly of 

Morgan died on June 5.
Christensen, Warren “Kenny,” 66. of 

South Amboy died on May 15.
Deitche, Blanche M. Dooling, 80, of 

South Amboy died on June 6.
Farrell, Alice H., 85, formerly of Parlin 

died on May 28.
Gawron, Alfred E. Sr., 79, of Sayreville 

died on May 18.
Gilmore, Howard W. III, 60, of Morgan 

died on May 30.
Gundrum, George, 84, of South Amboy 

died on June 7.
Hess, Isabel C., 83, of South Amboy 

died on June 8.
Kaczmarek, Genevieve “Jennie,” 92, 

of Sayreville died on May 13.
Kuzma, Rosemarie V., 67, of South 

Amboy died on May 26.
Malillo, Margaret R., 82, of South 

Amboy died on May 23.
McCarthy, Christian W., 35, of South 

Amboy died on May 22.
Nebus, Rev. Vincent J., 82, formerly of 

South Amboy died on June 5.
Oldenburg, Ronald A. Sr., 70, of Parlin 

died on May 18.
Pachkowski, Catherine, 95, formerly of 

Sayreville died on May 25.
Rysinski, Richard A. “Dick,” 71, of 

Morgan died on June 7.
Scupp, Joseph R., Sr., 72, formerly of 

South Amboy died on May 31.
Sczepanik, Stanley, 90, of Sayreville 

died on May 29.
Sibol, Mary V., 72, formerly of South 

Amboy died on May 22.
Speicker, Margaret L.Tilquist, 82, of 

Morgan died on May 25.
Wilson, Marie R., 83, of South Amboy 

died on May 28.
Yeboah, Rev. Paul, 52, of Parlin died 

on May 9.

Warren A. Christensen
Age 66

South Amboy
Warren A. “Kenny” Christensen, 66, of 

South Amboy passed away peacefully Fri-
day, May 15, 2009, at Raritan Bay Medical 
Center, Old Bridge.  Born in Perth Amboy, 
he worked for Ford Motor Company for 20 
years, Royal Oil Petroleum for 11 years and 
for Wilner’s Livery Service for 15 years.

He was predeceased by his parents, 
Theresa and Warren A. Christensen; his 
dad, Willis Van Gorder; his brother Bruce 
Christensen; and sister Wynne Van Gorder-
Rella.  Surviving are his wife of 49 years, 
Evelyn Christensen of South Amboy; his 
brother, Willis Jr. and wife Karen of Bayville; 
his sister Bonnie and husband Rowland 
of Pennsylvania; one son, Warren Jr. of 
Laurence Harbor; two daughters, Dawn of 
Middletown and Sharon of South Amboy; 
and four grandchildren, Zena, Warren Jr., 
Chase and Shannon.  He will be missed 
dearly by this community.  May he now 
rest in peace.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times June �0, �009   ��

On Friday, May 15, 2009, Our Lady of Victories School (Sayreville) celebrated its 120th 
Anniversary with a dinner at St. Clement's Reception Hall.  Our Lady of Victories proudly 
recalled over a century of Catholic education on this memorable evening.  Our Lady of 
Victories is one of the oldest continuously run Catholic school in the state of New Jersey.  
Pictured from left to right top row:  Lisa Fedor (HSA President), Rosalind Esemplare (Principal), 
Fr. Michael Krull (Pastor), Sr. Barbara McDermott (2nd Grade Teacher).  Bottom row left to 
right:  Sisters of Mercy:  Sr. Mary Amadeo (OLV teacher in the 1950s), Sr. Mary McAuley 
(OLV teacher in the 1950s), and Sr. Mary Petrina (OLV teacher in the 1950s).  (Photo/Story 
submitted).  
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