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The South Amboy First Aid & Rescue Squad took top honors as the best decorated truck 
at the city’s annual Tree Lighting ceremony.  Pictured in front of  the winning vehicle are 
(l-r) DJ Salmon, Mike Eib, Ken Eib, Yahaira Toro, Karen Walczak, Louis Kwiatek and Rusty 
Shamborovsky. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Madura Will Be Missed
By Tom Burkard

Michael Madura, 95, of South Amboy 
died on Nov. 27.  "Mikey," as he was affec-
tionately known by many local people was 
one of the most loved and respected citizens 
in South Amboy.

A graduate of Rutgers College of Phar-
macy in 1941, he owned Madura's Pharmacy 
since 1952.  He was a member in good 
standing with state and national pharmacy 
associations.

Two of Michael's brothers were priests, 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Martin A. Madura, and Rev. 
Ladislaus J. Madura.  He also had two broth-
ers who were doctors, Paul P. Madura, and 
John Madura.

The pharmacist's outgoing and cheery 
personality made him a favorite with cus-
tomers who patronized his South Amboy 
business.  He had the ability to make a 
person feel comfortable when meeting him 
for the first time.  

Joann Wolfman, a Pharmacy Techni-
cian, has been working at Madura's for 40 
years, getting her start in 1969, "behind the 
fountain", and gradually working up to her 

current position.   She was kind enough to 
share some of her beautiful memories of 
Mike.  "He was always wonderful, very 
kind, and funny, and always had a couple of 
good anecdotes for us.  He loved pharmacy.  
It certainly was his life.  Everybody enjoyed 
him.  He liked talking to the customers when 
they came in, and they were always happy to 
speak with him.  He'll always be remembered 
as being very kind.  He was always there for 
people.  When somebody needed something, 
he was there for them.  He was a wonderful 
boss, and if anything was needed, or I needed 
time off, or time with my kids, he was kind 
and understanding," she said.  

Michael Madura was a wonderful 
person, whose contributions to the world 
certainly made it a much better place.  God 
Bless, Michael!

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post  #62 of South Amboy held its annual Pearl Harbor 
Day memorial service on December 7th at the South Amboy boat ramp.  Commander Ed 
Peterson conducted the ceremonies, and veteran Harold Dennen Sr. (l) threw the beautiful 
memorial wreath into the Raritan Bay, in memory of the servicemen who died at Pearl Harbor.  
Veteran John Gilligan (r) assisted Harold on the narrow ramp.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

Sayre Dems To Hold 
Holiday Luncheon

This December 24, the less fortunate 
members of the community will have a place 
to have a warm meal.  "This is the time of 
the year we should be especially thankful 
for our families, friends, good neighbors, 
our country," said Assemblyman John S. 
Wisniewski, Chairman of the Sayreville 
Democratic Organization.

"The Sayreville Democrats are opening 
their hearts to the community this Christmas 
season," said Committeeman Jorge Gonza-
lez Gomez, coordinator of the event.  "If 
someone does not have a place to spend the 
joyous holiday, please join us at Democratic 
Headquarters next to Retro Fitness Gym in 
the Shop Rite Shopping Center on Washing-
ton and Ernston Roads between the hours of 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m."

Those interested in attending the meal or 
volunteering for this great endeavor, can call 
732-727-3201 and reserve a seat by leaving 
a name, address and telephone number.  Any 
Sayreville business or resident wishing to 
partner with us can do so by calling the same 
number and leaving a message and telephone 
number.  Working together, we all strengthen 
our community!  The Sayreville Democrats 
wish our fellow residents a Blessed, Safe and 
Healthy Holiday season.

Tighe Honorary 
Grand Marshall
The South Amboy St. Patrick's Day 

Parade Committee announced recently that 
the 2010 Honorary Grand Marshall will be 
Sayreville resident, Tom Tighe. Tom has been 
an active member in the community for many 
years. He is a past president of the Middlesex 
County Ancient Order of Hibernians, David 
B. Kelly Chapter Division I of the AOH in 
South Amboy.

Since 1997 Tom has served on the 
Sayreville Planning Board, the last five 
years as vice-chair. He is presently the VP 
of the Middlesex County College Board of 
Trustees, Trustee Ambassador for the New 
Jersey Council of County Colleges, and 
Treasurer of the Kiddie Keep Well Camp 
for underprivileged children in Middlesex 
County for the last 12 years.

Tom has served as an executive board 
member of the United Association of Plumb-
ers and Pipefitters Local 9 and in 1995 Tom 
stepped down as president of Local 9 and 
became the first U.A. organizer in the Sate 
of NJ. He is a Local 9 delegate and President 
of the Middlesex County AFL-CIO Labor 
Council. In 2007 Tom was “Labor Person of 
the Year” for the Middlesex County Central 
labor Council.

A former Scoutmaster of Troop 97, Tom 
is currently a committee member for Troop 
97. He was recently named the recipient 
of the prestigious Boy Scouts of America 
George Meany AFL-CIO and Boy Scouts 
of America Award for 2009.

Tom resides in Sayreville with his wife 
Diane of 29 years along with his two sons 
Ryan and Daniel who are presently attend-
ing college.  This year's South Amboy St. 
Patrick's Day Parade will be held on March 
10, 2010. For additional information about 
this event please visit the parade website 
at http://saparade.com/, or contact Mickey 
Gross at (732)721-5031.

Participation 2020
By Mayor John T. O’Leary

Participation 2020 Not only does every 
South Amboy resident have a right to know 
what is going on in city government and how 
taxes are being spent, but our community 
will be stronger if more informed citizens 
participate.  We face a global financial crisis, 
which presents serious budget challenges 
that demand bold choices, working smarter 
and inventive solutions. New Jersey has the 
highest property taxes in the nation while 
lagging behind as the last in job development, 
so there is clearly a call for change that we 
must answer.  It is time to stop talking and 
start doing things to address our problems. 
Last year, the city council and I proposed 
creation of a garbage utility that would have 
shifted funding off the backs of overburdened 
homeowners. I believe this is still a viable 
option and I would like to see more public 
discussion on the merits of this idea, but I 
also want to implement a course of action 
that has solid support among our taxpayers. 
There are other ways to close budget gaps 
and sound policy making should be deter-
mined through consensus when possible. 
To achieve that, I would like to invite the 
community to participate in setting priorities 
through a democratic process. We should 
ask the people if they want to impose fees 
for services rather than make cuts in val-
ued, but optional, programs we should not 
force taxpayers to support. We should give 
citizens a chance to express their views on 
some of the tough decisions confronting our 
city council. Regional services could save 
money, so we should be looking at viable 

sharing agreements with our neighboring 
communities while encouraging our people 
to talk about the impact such initiatives could 
have. Making better use of the Internet and 
our local access on cable television channel 
15, we can implement more cost effective and 
open access to records, services and applica-
tions while creating more opportunities to 
engage our citizenry in an open dialogue. We 
need to move the discussion beyond dollars 
and include common sense. Here is what I 
propose: First, we need to share a common 
assessment of our situation to make sure 
we all understand where we are and what 
we face.  This situational analysis, damage 
assessment and resource inventory will give 
us an opportunity to clarify our position and 
eliminate the kind of unproductive complain-
ing and unrealistic rhetoric that sometimes 
invades serious political debate. Second, I 
want to invite the public to help set priorities 
through democracy forum that would allow 
residents to vote on major policy options, 
expressing opinions to guide our choices. 
Finally, we must produce an innovative 
restructuring of our government to achieve 
greater accountability, enhanced efficiency, 
lower costs, and better results. The key to 
open, honest and accountable government 
is communication and full disclosure, but 
as I said previously, our community will be 
stronger if more informed citizens partici-
pate. Today, we are opening more doors and 
inviting you to become a part of the solution.  
I am calling this initiative Participation 2020, 

continued on page 18

Mike Madura

HappyHolidays
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Sacred Heart students honor local veterans at a special Veteran’s Day program. (Photo 
Submitted)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.The street that ran from George St. to 

John St. between the old South Amboy City 
Hall and Hoffman High School?  a.Clinton 
Place b.Amboy Alley c.Hoffman Way

2.Sayreville's population in 2000 was?  
a.35,161 b.40,377 c.42,970

3.St. Mary's High School principal in 
'69 was?  a.Sister Cleophas b.Sister Leonard 
c.Sister Madeline

4.He scored the first touchdown at 
Sayreville War Memorial High's football 
field, and also sank the first basket at the 
school's new gym?  a.Costy Pawlowski 
b.John Karlowitz c.Bob Kupcha

5.South Amboy's population in 2000 
was?  a.7,913 b.8,031 c.10,449

6.In '79, this tavern was located on Rt. 
35 & Melrose Ave. in Sayreville?  a.Dusko's 
b.Duffy's c.Mike's 

7.What year did the Raritan Diner re-
locate from South Amboy?  a.1980 b.1985 
c.1991

8.President of Sayreville Lions Club in 
'83?  a.Edward Tauber b.Eric Shuler c.Mike 
Romana

Answers
1a 2b 3c 4b 5a 6b 7b 8a

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Gray Receives Award
South Amboy's Jim Gray received the 

Head Start Volunteer Award for his out-
standing volunteer service to the Head Start 
Program of the South Amboy school system.  
Congratulations Jim, for your dedication to 
the youngsters!
Receives Certificate

Jean Quinn of Parlin, who is a Vice-
President at the Provident Bank, recently 
completed the Senior Leadership Institute's 
Banking Leadership Program, a 2-year ex-
ecutive development program, and received 
a certificate from American Bankers Associa-
tion.  Congratulations, Jean!
50th Anniversary

Congratulations to Frank and Regina 
Puccio of South Amboy who celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversary in November.
In Memoriam

Andrew Paisal, 80, of South Amboy died 
on Nov. 16.  He and his brother Vince owned 
South Amboy Glass Company for 35 years.  
He was a friendly and well-respected gentle-
man.  Roger Robertson of South Amboy died 
on Nov. 18.  He worked at Memorial Medical 
Center for 27 years, and was a really good 
guy.  Michael Phelan, 59, of Parlin died on 
Nov. 18.  He coached Sayreville youngsters 
in baseball, football, basketball and soccer 
for many years at OLV and in the Recreation 
program.  Rose Clark, 78, of South Amboy 
died on Nov. 25.  She was employed by 
South Amboy Foodtown for 25 years until 
her retirement in 1990.  Rose was known 
for her kindness and generosity.  Bernice 
Johnson, 87, formerly of South Amboy 
died on Nov. 27.  She worked as a secretary 
for over 24 years with Sayreville Board of 
Education, and retired in 1987. She was a 
cheerful, and very kind-hearted lady who 
will be sadly missed.  Steve Topolancik Sr., 
77, of Morgan died on Nov. 29.  He loved 
all sports, especially basketball, and was a 

highly-respected IAABO basketball official 
and N.J. State Federation of Baseball umpire.  
In his younger days, he played basketball on 
some of the finest teams around in different 
leagues and tourneys.

Ziggy Koprowicz, 46, of Parlin died 
on Dec. 8.  He was Deli Manager for Royal 
Bakery & Deli in Parlin for 15 years, and 
famous for his large and tasty sandwiches.  
Tony Maliszewski, 60, of South Amboy died 
on Dec. 8.  He was a good-guy, and very 
dedicated to the South Amboy Knights of 
Columbus #426.  They all left wonderful 
memories and will never be forgotten.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Chiropractic Associates of Sayreville

Chiropractic Associates of Sayreville 
is celebrating its 30th Anniversary this 
year.  Owned by Dr. John Misiewicz, 
D.C., the business is located at 1 Main 
St., Sayreville.

Dr. Misiewicz is a Sayreville native 
who graduated from New York State Chi-
ropractic College, where he received his 
Doctor of Chiropractic degree.  Dr. Misie-
wicz is constantly striving to improve and 
update his professional expertise.  He has 
completed extensive studies at New York 
Chiropractic College Graduate School.  
Dr. Misiewicz is licensed in three states, 
and is a diplomat of the National Board 
of Chiropractic Examiners.  He has been 
a guest lecturer at New York Chiropractic 
College and a speaker to patient groups 
throughout New Jersey on spinal care.

Dr. Misiewicz specializes in Chiro-
practic Care and offers a courtesy initial 
exam.  He also features modern exam and 
X-Ray procedures; gentle, specific spinal 
adjustments; non-force techniques treat-
ment program of care; report of findings 
given in each individual case.

Dr. Misiewicz believes that "each in-
dividual, regardless of age, has the right to 
expect optimal health."  Patients are treated 
as individuals in a highly personalized set-
ting, with frequent office hours and flexible 
scheduling to meet individual needs.

Call Chiropractic Associates of 
Sayreville, today at  732-238-8282 for an 
appointment with one of the finest chiro-
practic physicians in the business, Dr. John 
Misiewicz, D.C.  

Dr. John Misiewicz, D.C., (c) is pictured with his outstanding staff, Corrine Koneski (l) 
and Claudia Price (r).  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1974
By Tom Burkard

As the Sayreville War Memorial H.S. 
Class of '74 returned for its final school 
year, "Brother Louie," by The Stories, and 
"Let's Get It On" by Marvin Gaye topped 
the record charts.  

Some of the faculty members were: 
PhilipBrushi, Arlene Dusel, Rita Kopec, 
Barbara Kolojay, Lauretta Miller, Darlene 
Schwenk, Judith Sforza, Andrew Buydos.  
Lillie Ashe was Senior Class President, 
Darlene Spezzi-VP, Jackie Mangan-Treas., 
Karen Guido-Sec.  Peggy Narlewski was 
Editor-In-Chief of the yearbook.  Debbie 
D'Amico was Student Council President, 
and Patricia Fleming VP.

Activities were plentiful for the Class of 
'74, and the entire school.  "Cactus Flower" 
was the popular Fall Play in 1973.  There was 
also an evening of one act plays presented 
by the Ensemble.

Darlene Spezzi was Homecoming 
Queen.  Kathy Price and Jean Donella were 

co-captains of the Drill Team.  Beverly 
Denniston was the Drum Majorette.  Linda 
Cuomo was captain, and Sue Falk co-cap-
tain of the Color Guard.  Diane Nunes was 
captain and Bonnie McArthur co-captain of 
the Twirlers.  Patricia Fleming and L. Berke 
were co-captains of the Cheerleaders.  The 
Spring Musical, "Guys and Dolly" was a 
smashing success.

Some seniors selected randomly in-
clude: Thomas Bailey, Veronica Alexander, 
Joseph Balde, Paul Biancamano, Holly 
Birkle, Jeff Bobbins, Debbie Bogdanski, 
Kathy Brennan, Lynn Ann Bringhurst, Ellen 
Carney, Keith Curtis, Debra DeBiase, Den-
nis DeRisi, Cindy Derzawiec, Joel Dicker, 
Becky Dodge, Robert Donatelli, John Fig, 
Carol Ann Fitting, Martin Fried, Susan 
Garnett, Rose Gaul,  Robert Gray, Sue Ann 
Greenhaus, Evelyn Grabas, Karen Gulick, 
Nancy Gulick, Mary Lou Jankowski, Ann 
Juliano, Denise Klinger, Raymond Minchew, 

Colleen O'Brien, Douglas Raba, John Pu-
chalski, Frank Roser, Louise Tier, Arthur 
Walczak, Patricia Walsh, Mary Ziobro.

Sayreville was loaded with super senior 
athletes in '74.  Steve Makwinski, probably 
the most gifted, all-around athlete in the 
school's history, was All-Everything in base-
ball and basketball.  The Bombers baseball 
team finished 24-8-1, winning the Middle-
sex County title, and also the CJ Group IV 
crown for Coach Norbert Smith.  The girls 
softball squad was an awesome 18-1 under 
Coach Pat Willis, also winning the county 
and state sectional championships.  The boys' 
basketball club finished 17-7, as Makwinski 
became the school's All-Time leading scorer, 
easily cracking the 1,000 point barrier.  Other 
big contributors were Wayne Kreiger, who 
set school records in assists for a year with 
137, and career 320, and John Wojcik, who 
closed out a fine athletic career with 834 
points and 241 assists.  The Bomberettes 
as the girls' basketball team was known as 
back then finished 12-5, and was paced by 
Nancy Burbank.

Other senior athletes were: Bob Gut-
kowski, Maria Neira, Paula Geletei, Diane 

Glinsky, Bob Fuentes, Robert Zgorzynski, 
Jim Needham, Joe Hart, Ray Megill, Walt 
Majeski, Buddy Haines, Scott Jenkins, Lori 
Krypel, Nancy Eckstrom, Jack Kerr, Bruce 
Arden, Dan Slusher, Ray Borup, Lauren 
Burns, Donna Colella, Kathy Costello, 
Barbara and Mary Beth Holmes.

At graduation time 1974, "Band On The 
Run" topped the national charts, and you 
can bet this talented and energetic group 
of seniors were well prepared for their run 
at the future before their big day in June of 
'74.  Bonnie MacArthur was Valedictorian, 
and Donna Raspa, Salutatorian. 

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in 
this great need that I may receive the consolation and 
help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and 
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the 
elect forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever 
mindful of this great favor, to always honor you as my 
special and powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage 
devotion to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P.

The Royal Court from South Amboy High School’s recent Homecoming Dance pictured (l-r) 
Senior Queen, Patty Taylor, Senior King, Pete Carrol, Junior Princess, Carissa Buckalew, 
Junior Prince, Joe Keegan, Sophomore Princess, Carissa Policastro, Sophomore Prince, 
Michael Zammit, Freshman Princess, Shannon Van Allen and Freshman Prince, Kyle 
Krzyzanowski. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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South Amboy Mayor John T. O'Leary (l) steadies ladder for City worker Ken Krass, as he 
decorates on South Broadway.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Handel's Messiah 
Concert

Saint Mary Chamber Orchestra and 
Choral Society will present its annual per-
formance of Handel's Messiah, a timeless 
oratorio on Saturday, Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. at 
St. Mary Church, South Amboy.  Under 
the direction of Christopher M.C. Deibert, 
conductor, the Advent/Christmas portion of 
this work will be performed in its entirety, 
along with excerpts from the second and 
third parts.  A suggested donation is $10.  A 
FREE reception and a chance to meet the 
performing artists will be held following the 
concert.  Don't miss this delightful candlelit 
concert, set in beautiful Victorian-gothic 
architectural surroundings.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -D.R.
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The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary Club held its annual Holiday Party at Jule's Restaurant 
in South Amboy.  Pictured are the happy members of this highly-respected organization.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Sayreville 45 Years 
Ago

1964-The Borough of Sayreville's 
governing body consisted of Mayor Edward 
Fielek, Councilmen-Harold Boehm, Edward 
Dusko, Samuel Elacqua, William Gillen, 
Patrick Latham, and Joseph Rzigalinski.  
The Borough Clerk was Mary Guilfoyle; 
Assessor-J. Howard Kolb; Collector & 
Treasurer-Joseph Weber; Attorney-Joseph 
Karcher.

Re-Create Your 
Life! Workshop  

Power up your New Year’s resolutions! 
Begin the New Year by learning how to bring 
happiness, abundance and all you desire into 
your life.   Starting 1/11, the Sadie Pope 
Dowdell Library of South Amboy will be of-
fering the workshop “Re-create Your Life!” 
on Monday evenings from 6:30 – 8 pm.  

Participants will discover how to re-cre-
ate their life using tools used in the success 
principles created by Jack Canfield, best sell-
ing author of “Chicken Soup for the Soul.”  
The workshop will be presented by Maria 
Mantoudakis, a Dale Carnegie instructor 
and 2008 first runner up in the Toastmaster’s 
International District Competition for NY 
and NJ.

The workshop will run Monday eve-
nings for six consecutive sessions; a $15 
donation to the library is requested.  Regis-
tration begins December 1st and seating is 
limited.  The library is adjacent to the South 
Amboy High School off O’Leary Boulevard.  
For directions, just log onto www.dowdell.
org.   For additional information, contact 
the library at 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

Winter Book Sale
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will hold their annual Winter Book 
Sale on Sunday, January 10, 2010 from 
1:00PM – 3:30PM at the Sayreville Public 
Library in Parlin. A bag of books can be 
purchased for $5.00. Bags will be furnished 
by the Friends’ group. 

The Friends will be accepting book 
donations for the anticipated sale starting in 
December at the Sayreville Public Library 
on Washington Road. Books published after 
2000 are welcomed. No magazines, con-
densed books, textbooks or encyclopedias 
will be accepted for donation. Books can 
be dropped off at the Friends’ mailbox. Ad-
ditional information is available by calling 
(732) 727-0192. 

Christmas Morning 
Photos

By Henny the DJ
Each holiday, especially Christmas, is 

a like a mile marker that blips by your eyes 
while you’re zinging along on the Parkway 
hurrying on some fevered fun time destina-
tion. Except, when you get older you look 
at the mile markers on the road and your 
Christmases in a different way. Not so 
much from the inside looking out and not 
seeing the forest for the trees; but more on 
the outside looking in and seeing kind of  
the whole picture in a way that gives you a 
deeper understanding of the personal value 
of an event like “Christmas”. The gathering 
of family, the food, the music, the church, 
spirituality, but especially the kids.

So if you’ve been lucky enough to have 
kids, I would say,”Do it up!” the best you 
can. It’s not that you have to go into hock 
buying this expensive toy or that, just take a 
look your kid’s face Christmas morning and 
make his or her pleasure your own and don’t 
lose those Christmas morning photos. They 
may be the best gift that life has to offer.

The “Henny the DJ Radio Show” comes 
back from hiatus on Wednesday, January 27 
on Raritan bay radio.com and TV channel 
15. See you then and Merry Christmas.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, 

loved and preserved throughout the world now and 
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St. 
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of 
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day 
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication 
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  -H.D.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

Holiday Greetings 
The staff of The South Amboy-

Sayreville Times would like to wish our 
loyal advertisers and devoted readers 
a beautiful holiday season, and a very 
happy, healthy, and most prosperous 
2010!

As South Amboy and Sayreville's 
most popular, multi-award winning 
newspaper, we realize we could not 
have done this without your tremendous 
support!  We are most grateful and thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts.

In the New Year, we will continue 
striving to bring you the best local news 
and coverage in politics, high school 
sports and much more.  Of course, our 
nostalgia and stories on local history 
and all types of trivia, will continue to 
be the finest around.

As the old saying goes, a picture 
is worth a thousand words, and we are 
proud to say that our photography staff 
is also #1 in the local newspaper field.  
The SA Times commitment to you will 
remain the same, as it has been for over 
18 years.  Every month, we put 200% 
of dedication into each issue, as we 
continue as the area's "Hardest working 
newspaper."

The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times will always remain "The Good 
News Newspaper," as we have always 
been, bringing you the most positive, 
uplifting, entertaining, and well-re-
searched feature stories around.  We 
continue to welcome local churches, 
schools, fire departments, first aids, and 
all non-profit organizations to submit 
their news releases and promote their 
events, free of charge, as long as they 
follow our submission policy.

Again, it is our pleasure at The 
South Amboy-Sayreville Times to serve 
our local communities, and provide the 
most interesting news, feature articles, 
and finest photography around.

Happy Holidays To All From
The South Amboy-Sayreville 

Times, Tom Burkard-Publisher, Brian 
Stratton-Associate Publisher And 
Staff 
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Anniversary 
Cookbook

Our Lady of Victories 125th Anniver-
sary Cookbook is now available. This fabu-
lous cookbook features 300 mouth-watering 
recipes from our parishioners. This recipe 
book makes a nice Christmas gift. The price 
of the cookbook is $15.00. To reserve a 
cookbook(s) please call Teri at (732)727-
7639 or send a check payable to OLV Seniors 
to: Teri Yetsko, 6 Lani St. South Amboy, NJ 
08879. Cookbooks are also available at the 
OLV Pastoral Center. 

St. Mary Parish in South Amboy held it’s first Santa’s Workshop and Pancake Breakfast 
on Sunday, December 6, 2009.  Dana Mullen and the fundraising committee of St. Mary 
Parish chaired the event.  The Ancient Order of Hibernians volunteered to be the cooks for 
the breakfast.  Santa was present and had his workshop open so that the children could 
purchase gifts for their families.   Thank you to all our sponsors, supporters, elves and 
volunteers for making this event a success.  In photo Lauren tells Santa what she wants 
for Christmas. (Photo/Story Submitted)

Lancaster Trip
The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip 

to Lancaster on March 17-18, 2010. The trip 
package includes: 1 night hotel accommoda-
tions, 1 breakfast, 1 dinner at a local Amish 
restaurant, admission to Joseph, a Sight and 
Sound production, a guided sightseeing 
tour of the Lancaster area, visit to Kitchen 
Kettle Village, bus transportation, taxes and 
gratuities. The cost of the trip is $239.00. 
For further information or to reserve a seat 
please call Jack at 732-254-7263.
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South Amboy City worker, and former Fire Chief Jim Charmello gets into the Christmas 
spirit while decorating on North Broadway.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Renault Winery/
Casino Trip

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip 
to Renault Winery/Casino on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 7, 2010. The cost of the trip is $47.00 
which includes the Winery luncheon, bus 
transportation and cash voucher from the 
casino. The bus will leave OLV lower park-
ing lot at 9:30AM and return approximately 
9PM. Please contact Jack at 732-254-7263 
to reserve a seat. 

Scout Camporee
On October 31, 2009, Boy Scout Troop 

91 went on a "Night Moves" camporee at 
the KMSR scout reserve in the Kittitinny 
Mountains. It was a camporee done on Hal-
loween night. The boys went to 8 different 
skill stations. First aid, compass, morse code, 
mapping encampment, Blindmans lead, Un-
seen Flame, Barbwire crawl, Rocket launch. 
The Raven patrol, Jesse Richter, Joseph 
Pryzbylski, Erik Kuhn & James McGee, 
spearheaded 91's attack by bringing home 6 
first place ribbons, 2 second place ribbons & 

1 third place ribbon..Scoring the First Place 
ribbon overall in the junior division..The 
Diamondback patrol, Thomas Loughrey, 
Brian Richmond, Ronny Alvarez, Thomas 
Lukie & Richie Feihl, also brought home 
3 second place ribbons & 2 third places 
ribbons & third place overall in the junior 
division. The Grizzlies patrol, Sean Hart, 
Daniel Murphy, Brandon Lenahan & Gary 
Wolfe, brought home 2 first place ribbons, 1 
second place ribbon & 1 third place ribbon, 
& second place overall in the Senior Divi-
sion. Their scout master Tom Richter & the 
rest of their leaders are very proud of these 
boys. Great Job! (Story Submitted)
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Early 1960's-Children visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus at Melrose Toy & Sport Center, which 
was located at 161 North Broadway in South Amboy.   Does anyone know the children or 
adults in this photo?  Santa and Mrs. Claus were portrayed by Charles and Lavine Phillips.  
(Photo courtesy of Jerry Mroczkowski)

1975-Little Eddie Bolk of Parlin, was in for quite a treat when Santa stopped at his house 
for a visit.

1976-St. Mary's Grammar School First Grade 
student, Sarah Burkard enjoyed her visit with 
Santa Claus at the school cafeteria.

1975-The Barbara Roy Nursery School on Main St., South Amboy held its annual Christmas 
Show for parents and friends.  They were entertained with a variety of songs, poems and 
dances celebrating the Christmas season.  Local youngsters pictured (l-r) Ed Bolk, Craig 
Olah, and Michael Brego.

Christmas Long Ago . . .
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Pets At Thanksgiving

After enjoying a tasty Thanksgiving meal, Sugar Bolk, a Jack Russell, who lives in Parlin, 
enjoys playtime with her toy puppy.   Ed and Nancy Bolk are the proud owners of Sugar.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Jinx, a Bombay cat, also from Parlin couldn't find a turkey head, so instead got dressed 
up in a chicken head to celebrate.  Pretty interesting, huh?  Andrew Baumgartner Jr. is the 
proud owner of Jinx.  (Photo by Andrew Baumgartner Jr.)
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109 N. Feltus St
So. Amboy, NJ 08879

732.721.2121
www.raritanflag.com

For The Troops-Members of the Daughters of the American Revolution gathered at Trinity 
United Methodist Church in South Amboy/Sayreville to wrap Christmas gifts for the VA at 
Menlo Park.  Pictured (l-r) Duane Post (Former principal of Our Lady of Victories School), 
Anna Harris Friberg, Kitty Bowers, Ethel Friberg Babcock.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Concert At Senior 
Center

The Cultural Arts Council of the Bor-
ough of Sayreville will sponsor a perfor-
mance by Fred Lehotay & The Melody Men 
on Monday, Dec. 28, starting at 7:30 p.m., 
at the Senior Center, Main St., Sayreville.  
Come on out and dance to the polkas, fox 
trots Latin music, and more performed by 
this talented group.  All ages are welcome.  
FREE admission with light refreshments.  
For more info call 732-257-6510.

Do You Remember
Skating At The Water Works?
December 1963-The South Amboy 

Recreation Commission members said that 
"skaters at the Water Works Pond during the 
winter months, would do so at their own risk."  
The Commission disavowed any jurisdiction 
over the activity there, just as they did the 
previous year.  

They did allow ice skating at the Sixth 
Street Playground, "where the tennis courts 
will be flooded for this purpose, and a Street 
Department employee will by engaged by 
the Commission to supervise the program 
nightly."

Note:  Does anyone out there in SA 
Times readership land have a photo of ice 
skating at the Water Works or Sixth Street?  
Please let us know.

CHRISTMAS OF 1953
By Elaine Holton Scott

 “Please tell me the truth; is there a Santa 
Claus?” asked 8-year old Virginia O’Hanlon 
in her letter to the Editor of the New York 
Sun in 1897.  In reply, the paper published 
the famous words of Francis Pharcellus 
Church, “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa 
Claus.”  On Christmas Eve in 1953, when 
I was 6, I had asked my 11-year old sister, 
Joanie, the same question, but her answer 
to me was different. “Don’t be stupid!  Only 
babies believe in Santa Claus.”  

Later that night, long after my bedtime, 
my mother kept warning me, “Go back to 
bed or Santa won’t leave you anything!!”  
Wide awake with excitement, I snuck into 
the bedroom my two sisters shared instead.  
“Come lay down with me, my 13-year old 
sister, Nancy, whispered in the darkened 
room, and I did, climbing into her bed with 
the big poster of James Dean hanging on the 
wall above it.  Lying next to her under the 
covers, I asked, “But how will Santa find our 
house?”  “He will,” Nancy said with convic-
tion.  “Just lie still and listen for the sound 
of his sleigh bells.” “Be quiet!! “I want to 
go to sleep!”  Joanie, the disbeliever, yelled 
from her twin bed only a few feet away.  
So, I stopped talking and began listening 
for the sound of the bells in the nighttime 
sky.  I never did hear the bells before falling 
asleep, just the windows rattling from the 
blowing winter winds, and my parents, on 
the other side of the closed bedroom door, 
talking and laughing as they moved about 
our living room.

Nancy had been right, and Santa Claus 
did find our house.  Under the Christmas tree, 
were lots of gifts for everyone, including the 
Betsy Wetsy doll which I had wanted most 
of all.  I even got a big switchboard made 
of yellow plastic. It came with cables to 
plug into the little holes on the board, and 
headphones so I could make believe I was 
a real Switchboard Operator.  I remember 
how happy Nancy was, too, with her gift of 
a manual typewriter in its own carrying case.  
Joanie, the one who had said there was no 
Santa Claus, wasn’t happy at all.  When she 
saw there wasn’t a typewriter under the tree 

for her, she wouldn’t speak to anyone for the 
rest of the day, so mad she had been.  

1953 Trivia:  The average car cost 
$1,850; gasoline was 29 cents a gallon; 
bread cost 16 cents, postage stamps were 
3 cents each; the minimum wage was 75 
cents an hour; and the average annual salary 
was $4,700.

Fifty percent of all American households 
owned a television, and in the evenings some 
the top shows being watched were:  Dragnet, 
Your Hit Parade, The Jack Benny Show, The 
Jackie Gleason Show, Motorola Television 
Theater, The Danny Thomas Show, I Love 
Lucy, Playhouse Of The Stars, The Milton 
Berle Show, Arthur Godfrey’s Friends, The 
Colgate Comedy Hour, You Are There, You 
Bet Your Life, Your Show Of Shows, My 
Little Margie, My Friend, Irma, Our Miss 
Brooks, The Dinah Shore Show, The Eddie 
Fisher Show, Television Playhouse, Arthur 
Murray’s Dance Party, Burns & Allen, Name 
That Tune, The George Jessel Show, I Led 
3 Lives, The Steve Allen Show, Meet The 
Press, Walter Winchell Comments, and Per-
son To Person with Edward R. Murrow.

On Christmas Eve, Kraft Television 
Theater presented an hour long version of 
“A Christmas Carol,” Dragnet aired their 
Christmas show, oddly titled, “The Big 
Little Jesus,” and Edward R. Murrow broad-
casted his show live from Korea where he 
interviewed our soldiers stationed along the 
newly formed Demilitarized Zone.

“Santa Baby” by Eartha Kitt was a 
top selling album, while “I Want A Hippo-
potamus For Christmas” by Jamie Horton 
wasn’t.

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY 
MEMORIES!!

Oh Holy Night

Merry Christmas
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Bon Jovi Hits #1 Again
meant.  With me and Richie, one and one 
makes three."

That flame burns at the heart of The 
Circle.  "When We Were Beautiful" shares its 
title with the superb Bon Jovi documentary, 
and this is really a must-see for all Bon Jovi 
fans.  Like the film, the song is atmospheric 
and haunting.  It opens with a sense of crisis: 
"The world is cracked/The sky is torn."  Jon 
Bon Jovi hears that song as a true departure 
for the band, and said, "That's a unique song.  
We've written hits, but this is something 
more, this is something different.  I didn't 
want to sugarcoat things.  Those lyrics are 
factual.  As a country and as people, we hit 
a wall, but the idea is to try to get back to 
'when we were beautiful."

The album features an underlying posi-
tive theme that is apparent throughout the 
songs.  Bon Jovi questions your vitality in 
"Fast Cars," and ponders what the future 
will bring in "Work for the Working Man."  
The songs are about the prospect of people 
having to find new directions in their lives.  
In these trying times, every word relays 
the truth.

Overall the album is very cool, featur-
ing lots of great stuff, ideal for singin' along 
with the catchy hooks, and the arena-friendly 
styled anthems are so fantastic, you can't 
get the lyrics out of your head.  If you have 
trouble sleeping, you'll probably hear the 
contagious choruses over and over in your 
head.  Bon Jovi keeps getting better with 
every new album release.  Be sure to put 
this on your list for Christmas!

So, The Circle, then, like all of Bon 
Jovi's best music, stares down the troubles 
that afflict our lives, and offers a bracing 
vision for overcoming those obstacles.  It's 
stirring, and it's an emotion that, strong as 
the album is, will find its most convincing 
expression on the concert stage.  And, this 
is why Bon Jovi has managed to sell more 
than 120 million albums, play over 2,600 
concerts for more than 34 million fans in 
over 50 countries.  "I can't believe I’m even 
saying this, but I can't wait to go on the road 
again," Jon exclaims.

The mega group Bon Jovi, led by former 
Sayreville resident Jon Bon Jovi recently 
released its 11th Studio Album, The Circle, 
and the outstanding work immediately 
debuted at #1 on the Billboard magazine 
music chart.

The album's title, in Bon Jovi's words, 
"has several meanings.  Some may say that 
with this album, we have come full circle.  
Others may see The Circle as never ending.  
I see it as very hard to get in to and even 
harder to get out of," the lead singer says with 
a laugh.  Having had 5 studio records in this 
decade, there are songs on each record that 
represent the world around us.  And while 
they don't always like what they see, they 
try hard not to see the cup as half empty."  
From the new single "We Weren't Born To 
Follow" to the powerful "When We Were 
Beautiful," the songs are as uplifting and 
anthemic as anything Bon Jovi and Sambora 
have ever written.

Jon appreciates co-songwriter, and lead 
guitarist, Richie Sambora, who grew up in 
nearby Woodbridge.  "This is meant to be 
a stadium, turn-the-guitars-back-up record, 
and that's a testament to having Richie at 
my side.  I can't tell you how much that's 

(Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Country and Pop Music legend, Kenny Rogers performs a beautiful rendition of "White 
Christmas" during his December 3rd concert at Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Country Western singer Rebecca Lynn Howard (l) sings "The First Noel" with the great 
Kenny Rogers.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Kenny Rogers Entertains
By Steve Schmid

Country singer, songwriter, and actor 
Kenny Rogers was in the area recently with a 
great Christmas show at Count Basie Theatre 
in Red Bank on Dec. 3rd.  He sang many 
of his biggest hits in the first half, and lots 
of familiar Christmas songs in the second 
half.  The 71-year old Rogers was backed 
up by an 8-piece band which showcased his 
versatility.  The near sellout crowd enjoyed 
singing with him on his big chart toppers like 
"Lucille," and "Ruby Don't Take Your Love 
To Town."   The audience also sang along as 
he sang "The Gambler," which also featured 
his acting talents in the movies where he 
played a Western hero, out-shooting and out-
playing the bad guys.  Clips of the movies 
were shown in the background.  

Kenny showed how long he has been in 
the music business by singing "Just Dropped 
In (To See What Condition)" along with 
videos of that 1960's hit with his band, The 
First Edition.  Other big hits on the evening's 
play-list included "Lady," "Through The 
Years," "Daytime Friends," "Love Will Turn 
You Around," "You Decorated My Life," and 
"Coward Of The County."

Another highlight was his duet with ris-
ing country singer Rebecca Lynn Howard, 
when they sang "We've Got Tonight," with 
much gusto and passion.  They also combined 
to perform "Islands In The Stream."  For 
the second half of the concert, he showed a 
video of Red Bank.  The stage was set with 
falling snowflakes and lighted Christmas 
trees.  Rebecca Lynn Howard began with 
"Winter Wonderland," and "Have Yourself A 
Merry Little Christmas."  Rogers returned to 
the stage to do "Let It Snow," "My Favorite 
Things," "O, Holy Night," "The Christmas 
Song," "White Christmas," "Away In A 
Manger," and "Silent Night."  Kenny also 
sang two more duets with Rebecca Lynn, "We 
Three Kings," and "The First Noel."  He also 
sang a duet with Wynona Judd appearing on 
a video for their Christmas song, "Mary Did 
You Know."  The Red Bank Catholic High 
School chorus backed on several Christmas 
carols and joined Rogers and Howard on 
stage with the rousing finale of "Joy To The 
World," and excellent way to cap a great 
evening of easy listening entertainment. 

#1 Pop Hits On Dec. 
19th
2002-Lose Yourself-Eminem
1995-One Sweet Day-Mariah Carey & 
Boys II Men
1983-Say, Say, Say-P. McCartney & M. 
Jackson
1971-Family Affair-Sly & The Family 
Stone
1968-I Heard It Through The Grapevine-
Marvin Gaye
1956-Singing The Blues-Guy Mitchell

#1 Country Hits On 
Dec. 19th
1994-Pickup Man-Joe Diffie
1988-A Tender Lie-Restless Heart
1973-Amazing Love-Charley Pride
1966-Somebody Like Me-Eddy Arnold
1959-The Same Old Me-Ray Price

Music Trivia
Mr. & Mrs.
By Tom Burkard

1.__Herman's Hermits a.Mr. Moonlight
2.__The Critters b.Mrs. Brown
3.__The Beatles c.Mr. Dieingly Sad
4.__Billy Paul d.Mr. Businessman
5.__Jean Knight e.Mr. Blue
6.__Counting Crows f.Mr. Bojangles
7.__The Fleetwoods g.Mr. Custer
8.__Ray Stevens h.Mr. Jones
9.__Nitty Gritty Dirt Band i.Mr. Lonely
10._Larry Verne j.Mr. Sandman
11._Bobby Vinton k.Mrs. Robinson
12._The Bobbettes l.Me And Mrs. Jones
13._Simon & Garfunkel m.Mr. Tambourine Man
14._The Chordettes n.Mr. Lee
15._The Byrds o.Mr. Big Stuff
16._Arrested Development p.Mr. Wendal

Answers
1b 2c 3a 4l 5o 6h 7e 8d 9f 10g 11i 12n 13k 14j 15m 16p

Talented local entertainer Don Del Gandio really puts feeling from his heart into an uplifting 
song at a concert at Trinity United Methodist Church in South Amboy/Sayreville last month.  
His Christian band, Still Small Voice turned in an outstanding performance.  Del Gandio, the 
fabulous lead singer also plays guitar, and is pictured with his drummer in the background.   
The group was great, and is definitely ready for stardom.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 
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1984-Peter Smith (l), standout Hoffman High School athlete receives the game ball from 
Coach George Krzyzanowski after scoring his 1,000th point against East Brunswick Tech.  
(Photo courtesy of Jean Smith)

Peter Smith: One Of The Greatest Guvs
By Tom Burkard

It's hard to believe, but it has been 25 
years since Peter Smith last displayed his 
many talents on the high school athletic 
scene.

Peter first appeared as a freshman during 
the 1980-81 season, and went on to become 
one of the greatest all around athletes in Hoff-
man/South Amboy High School history.  He 
was a standout for all 4 years in basketball, 
baseball, and soccer.  

During the 1981-82 basketball season, 
he was chosen by The News Tribune as 
"Sophomore of the Year" after leading the 
Purple & Gold in scoring with 344 points, 
scoring avg. 15.0, and 11 rebounds per 
game.  He was also a member of the All-
Sophomore Team.

He continued to improve as a junior, 
and in 1982-83, pumped in 407 points, a 
17.7 avg., and helped Hoffman to a 17-6 
record and the Central Valley Conference 
(CVC) championship, while being selected 
to the All-Junior Team.  1983 was also a big 
baseball season for Smith, as he ripped 35 hits 
to tie for #1 in the county, and finished #3 in 
batting average with a fine .443.  He was an 
All-State Group I, 3rd Team first baseman 
selection.  Things kept getting better for the 
talented youngster from John Street.

As a senior, in 1983-84, he continued 
to dominate the hardwood of Middlesex 
County, and on January 3, 1984, he cracked 
the elusive 1,000 point mark early in the 
second quarter with a hook shot in the lane, 
as Hoffman hammered East Brunswick 
Tech, 76-58.  Pete finished the game with 
34 points.  His career high game was 41 
points.   Smith went on to capture the county 
scoring championship with 707 points, and 

was #1 in scoring average with a 27.2 mark, 
while hauling down 261 rebounds, 10.1 
per game.  He shot 54% from the field, and 
70% from the free throw line.  He helped 
the Governors to an 18-8 record, and their 
second consecutive CVC title.  Peter was 
the first player in Middlesex County in over 
10 years to score more than 700 points in a 
season.  For his superb season, he was chosen 
"Middlesex County Player of the Year" by 
the Home News, and was also their choice 
for 1st Team All-Middlesex County.  He was 
also picked for 1st Team All-County in The 
News Tribune.

Peter finished his amazing basketball 
career with 1,574 points, which at the time 
was the school record, and also totaled 918 
rebounds.  In his four years on the basketball 
squad, he played in every game, and started 
all but 6 as a freshman, helping his team to 
a stellar 67-31 mark.

The '84 baseball season was also one 
Smith or any of the local fans will never 
forget, as Hoffman captured the school's only 
Group 1 state championship in history under 
rookie coach George Krzyzanowski.

One of the classiest people you could 
ever meet, Peter Smith not only was a 
standout in athletics, but also in academics.  
He was the Student Council President as a 
senior, and also had the distinction of being 
Valedictorian of the H.G. Hoffman High 
School Class of 1984.

Peter Smith, shows the outstanding shooting 
form that helped him score 1,574 points in his 
illustrious schoolboy career at Hoffman High 
School.  (Photo courtesy of Jean Smith)  

School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Boys Bowling
Sayreville (2-0) Looks like another 

stellar season for the talented Bombers, who 
sport a lineup of talented bowlers including 
Glenn Sauer, Eric Applegate, Phil Bailey, 
Jay Gislewski, Wayne Bebert, Ryan Roberts, 
Anthony Nicholas, Bill Cavanaugh.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-0) Vinnie Bath 
is off to a red-hot start for the Eagles.

South Amboy (0-2) Kevin Riley and Phil 
Oppenheimer are really knocking 'em down 
for 10th year Coach Tony Gonsalves.
Girls Bowling 

Cardinal McCarrick (2-0) Krissy Trout-
man and Nikki Baginsky have the Lady 
Eagles off to a fast roll.

Sayreville (0-2) Kristy Bebert and Tracy 
Karpinski lead the Blue & Gray team that also 
includes Kristen Renz, Megan Bernstein, 
Melissa Tanchingo.

South Amboy (0-1) Mary O'Connor 
and Patty Cruz look like they're heading for 
a banner year.
Boys Swimming

Sayreville (0-2) The Bombers lone 
winner in the opener was Dufral in the 100 
backstroke.
Girls Swimming 

Sayreville (0-2) The McKenna sisters, 
Maureen and Shannon appear to be head-
ing for another outstanding season.  In the 
opening 113-57 loss to East Brunswick, 
Maureen won the 200 individual medley, 
and also the 50 freestyle, while Shannon 
took the 100 butterfly.

(As of Dec. 9)

Bears End 
Bombers Season

The Sayreville Bombers dream football 
season came to an end in the NJSIAA Central 
Jersey Group I semifinal football tussle, as 
the locals were upset by the East Brunswick 
Bears, 13-8.

The #1 seeded Sayreville club was 
shocked by the fired-up play of the #4 seeded 
Bears, and managed to score only one touch-
down on a 38-yard dash by Basim Fain, who 
totaled 77 yards on 5 rushes.  Mike Carey 
followed Fain's TD with a 2-point conver-
sion pass to Alex Yanuzzelli, which gave 
the Bombers their only lead of the game, 
8-7, with 3:44 left in the opening quarter.  
Sayreville had trounced East Brunswick, 
34-13 in an earlier regular season game, but 
EB gained sweet revenge in this important 
state tourney contest.

Sayreville turned in an outstanding (9-2) 
record, with contributions from everyone on 
the team.  Great season, Bombers!  

Tarallo Set Records 
In 2009

Former South Amboy High School 
pitcher Joe Tarallo set the single season and 
career record with 8 saves at New Jersey City 
University in his first year at the school.  The 
team had a tough year with a 14-24-2 record, 
while the hard throwing right-hander's stat 
line was: G-18; IP-18; ER-14; SO-26; Saves-
8; Won-0 Lost-1; ERA-7.00.

Congratulations on setting the two 
records, Joe! 

Unkel Chosen All-
Area

Jaime Unkel, Sayreville's outstanding 
goalkeeper on the field hockey team was 
selected 1st Team All-Area in the Home 
News Tribune.  She was also named the 
GMC Defensive Player of the Year, as she 
saved 91% of the shots against her, 180-198.  
She also shut out East Brunswick and South 
Brunswick, who were co-GMC champions.  
Congratulations, Jaime!

Final Football 
Leaders

Records-Sayreville 9-2; Cardinal Mc-
Carrick 3-7.

Points-Basim Fain, Sayreville 52; Nick 
Bodtmann, Sayreville 42; David Milewski, 
Sayreville 36; Delon Stephenson, Sayre-
ville 30.

Touchdowns-Fain 7: Bodtmann 6; 
Milewski 6; Stephenson 5.

Rushing Yardage-Jose Ruiz, Cardinal 
McCarrick 824; Bodtmann 376.

Passing Yardage-Joe Geiger, Sayreville 
1,329, #2 in county.

TD Passes-Geiger 16, #2 in county.
Receiving Yardage-Stephenson 535, #3 

in county; Bodtmann 297; Milewski 244.
Kicking-Point After Touchdown (PAT) 

Isaiah Cureton, Sayreville 17.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1976-St. Mary's varsity soccer club consisted of  top row (l-r) Coach Paul Loeb, Kevin Kelly, 
Tony Januszewski, Bob Geisheimer, John McNamara, Jim Hart, Martin Biancamano, Steve 
Blaha.  2nd row (l-r) Statistician-Adrienne Rogers,  Matt Brunialti, Kevin Scupp, George 
Kress, Bob Repsha, Charles Talian, Brendan Kelly, Tom Donovan.  3rd row (l-r) Ed "Jake" 
DeFort, Tony LaRosa, John Jensen, Bill Delaney, Mike Munck, John Zakrzewski, Joe Testa.  
Bottom row (l-r) Co-Captain Tom Manz, Captain Jeff Wilusz, Co-Captain Carl Hancik.  
(Names courtesy of Martin Biancamano) 

T.H.E. 
Game

Glory Days in
Local Sports

1952-Sayreville's football 
squad belted Lakewood, 14-2.  Joe 
Rudy fired a 15-yard touchdown 

to Dave Ritter, and Paul Her-
rick added a 14-yard TD run.  

1965-St. Mary's boys' hoops 
team nipped St. Peter's, 72-70 on two techni-
cal foul shots by Rick Jarusiewicz and Tom 
Zalewski, who topped the Eagles with 18 
points and was a perfect 10-for-10 on the 
free throw line.  John Quigley added 11, and 
John Constantine 10.  Cardinals' freshman, 
John Somogyi tossed in 19.  1973-The Eagles 
nipped Mater Dei, 82-81.  Rich Krzyza-
nowski scored 23 points, Austin O'Malley 
22 and Mark Clark 22.  1985-Sayreville girls' 
basketball team dropped South River, 48-41 
in the MCT quarterfinals.  Terry Lockwood 
led the way with 24 points and 17 rebounds.  
Vanessa Carney scored 10, dished out 8 as-
sists, and had 5 steals, while Patti Cumber 
grabbed 10 rebounds.  1994-Hoffman girls' 
basketball team walloped Woodbridge Tech, 
56-11.  Jessica English, Bethann Gregoreski 
and Kristy Parfianowicz fired in 10 points 
apiece.  2004-Sayreville hammered Monroe, 
65-50 in boys' hoops.  Brian Miklaszewski 
topped a balanced scoring attack with 13 
points.  He was followed by Sean Reeves 
11, Warclaw Diadosz 11, Pat Ryan 10 and 
Shaune Thomas 10. 

Year-1972
Sport-Basketball
Teams- Sayreville vs. St. Mary's at St. Mary's 
Gym (Opening game for both clubs)
Recap-The Saints jumped out to a 19-14 first 
quarter lead, and also led at halftime, 34-31, 
before the Bombers went to work, outscoring 
the Eagles, 16-9 in the third stanza, to take a 
47-43 lead.  Both clubs battled ferociously 
in the final session, as the Blue and Gray of 
Sayreville prevailed, 59-55.   Juniors Steve 
Makwinski and John Wojcik led the Bomb-
ers attack with 18 points apiece, and Wayne 
Kreiger chipped in with 12.  Austin O'Malley 
paced the Blue & Gold with 18 points and 8 
rebounds, and received lots of support from 
Rich Krzyzanowski 12 points, 14 rebounds, 
Mark Clark 11 points, 10 rebounds, and Joe 
Kolakowski 8 points and 15 rebounds.  
Co-MVP's-Steve Makwinski and John 
Wojcik.
Sayreville 59
Makwinski 18 Wojcik 18 Kreiger 12 Matt 
Walsh 4 Boyler 4 Csorba 2 Clark 1 Grodzki 
0.
St. Mary's 55
O'Malley 18 Krzyzanowski 12 Clark 11 
Kolakowski 8 Becker 4 Jeff Sprague 2. 

70 Years Ago
Dec. 19, 1939-St. Mary's basketball 

contingent came from behind to defeat Tot-
tenville, 33-27.  Tom Zebro was the high 
scorer with 17 points, Joe Conroy scored 8 
and Allie Clark 6 for the Eagles.

55 Years Ago
1954-Rutgers Prep pounded St. Mary's 

boys basketball team 75-60, as former Eagles 
star and PG, (Post Graduate), Jerry Gorczyca 
fired in 32 points.  Marty Metzger scored 17 
for the Blue & Gold.

20 Years Ago
1989-Hoffman's Renee Bialoblocki 

finished #4 in the county with 34 three-point 
field goals for the girls' basketball team.

50 Years Ago
1959-St. Mary's basketball squad 

finished (4-16) under Coach Woodrow 
"Woody" McCarthy.  The final scoring stats 
were as follows: Tom "Tex" Leonard 303 
points, 16.0 avg.; Pat Mullane 192, 11.3; 
Dan Bailey 130, 6.8; Henry "Henny" Conroy 
116, 7.7; Cavanagh 88, 4.6; Christina 57, 4.2; 
Tim Gelsinon 20, 1.2; Jim Heffernan 8, 0.8;   
John Paczkowski 7, 0.7; Lawson 6, 0.6.    

45 Years Ago
1964-Sayreville won a nail-biter over 

J.P. Stevens, 14-13 on Jim Miara's extra 
point with 0:38 left.  Quarterback John 
Karlowitz connected on an 8-yard TD pass 
to Larry Wallace to tie the game with less 
than a minute remaining, setting the stage 
for Miara's big boot.

Karlowitz also plunged in from the 1-
yard line for another touchdown.

*Jeff Osowski broke Ron Lemerich's 
high jump record of 5-9, with a 5-11 leap.

25 Years Ago
1984-Sayreville girls' basketball team 

clobbered Cedar Ridge, 58-35 in the CJ 
Group IV quarterfinals.  Kate Briody led the 
scoring with 25 points, and was followed by 
Caryn Lukie 13 and Terry Lockwood 11. 25 Years Ago

1984-Hoffman girls basketball team 
won its first CJ Group I championship, 
by shocking South River, 56-49, despite a 
height disadvantage, and having two of its 
stars, Nancy Garsick and Lynn Ust on the 
bench for most of the third quarter in foul 
trouble.  Barbara McCabe held Coach Reggie 
Carney's club together with 15 assists and 
10 rebounds.  Garsick led the scoring with 
17 points, while Kim Reick popped in 15, 
and Jeri Smith notched 3 steals.

Cheerleader 
Champions

1963-St. Mary's C.Y.O. cheerleaders 
won the Trenton Diocesan Cheerleading 
competition at Trenton Central High School 
on April 28.  Holy Family of Union Beach 
finished second, and Immaculate Conception 
of Spotswood came in 3rd.

The girls were coached by Mrs. Kenne-
dy, and she was assisted by Mrs. Schwarick.  
The team had previously won the Hudson 
County championship.  The cheerleaders 
were: Lenore Carroll and Paulette Nehila 
were co-captains, while other members were 
Lucille Coan, Donna Chuilli, Roseann Cross, 
Susie Clark, Mary Ferguson, Judy Kosloski, 
Cathy Macholl, Geneva Luckovitz, Eileen 
Norek, and Nancy O'Donnell.

This is the old Hoffman Gym on George Street around 1968.  The Guvs great basketball 
teams really packed the house for every home game.  Does anyone know what the gym's 
nickname was because of its size?  How many people can you identify in the photo?  Let 
us know.  (Photo courtesy of Janet Shaluha Kern)

representing both planning for our future 
and a clarity of vision. I want to start budget 
process early -- The way it works now, we 
begin on January First each year with a tem-
porary budget, and 90 days later a preliminary 
budget is prepared for introduction to the 
council, and then we wait another 90 days 
for state approval, based upon how close 
our revenue projections came to the actual 
aid allotment we are getting. Ultimately, I 
believe we should create a local ordinance 
to codify this planning procedure so that 
future administrations and city councils 
continue working with the people to assure 
full participation in the process of planning 
and setting priorities. In the short term, I 
intend to form a citizen advisory panel to 
work with our council committee, which 
includes Councilmen Henry and Connors, 
as part of our community outreach on the 
budget and spending priorities. Advisors, 
both experts and laymen who represent the 
average citizen, can provide very specific 
ideas while more general input should re-
sult from a survey of residents, who can be 
informed as we progress through our local 
access channel. I also want to develop ad-

Participation 2020
continued from page 1

ditional ideas to keep people informed, such 
as a newsletter and neighborhood meetings in 
the wards with council members. The rules 
of the game have been changed, by the state, 
by market forces and by the global economic 
situation, so we are going to change to meet 
these challenges. We are going to use more 
proactive than reactive thinking and increase 
our creative capabilities. We are not going to 
wait until we are eight months into our budget 
year when the governor informs us of our 
state aid revenues, we are going to anticipate 
our needs and resources and work to bridge 
the gap before we fall in one. Participation 
2020 is about looking ahead with clarity, as 
the year 2020 is only a decade away and any 
eye doctor will tell you 20/20 means perfect 
vision.  It is also about managing our situ-
ation instead of being victimized by it. You 
are an essential part of this because citizen 
participation is the hallmark of democracy. 
While we must be realistic, I have no doubt 
that we can solve our fiscal problems using 
the ingenuity and American spirit of our 
community. I am confident we can count on 
South Amboy's people to join in crafting a 
revolutionary restructuring that will result 
in better services and lower costs. 
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40th Reunion-St. Mary's High School Class of 1969 held its 40th Anniversary Reunion 
at Sciortino's Harbor Lights in South Amboy.  Pictured front row (l-r) Jim Sorrentino, Jean 
O'Brien, Pat Lagoda, Antoinette "Toni" Viglionese, Pat Munn, Denise Kenny, Ed McKavanaugh.  
Back row (l-r) Al Gomolka Jr., Gene Cross, Tom Burkard, Stan "Stash" Zdanowicz.  Late 
arrivals included Susan Mulvey, Chris O'Brien, Karen Delaney, Jena Kelly, and Jimmy 
Keays.  Everyone had a great time.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Toth Played At PGA Course
On September 8th, former South Am-

boy resident Peter Toth got a chance of a 
lifetime to play golf at Atunyote Golf Club 
at Turning Stone Resort, located in Verona, 
NY, prior to the first event of the PGA Tour's 
Fall Series.  

A foursome of writers had been play-
ing the course, and were joined by Toth and 
Robert Todd, Director of Golf Services at 
Turning Stone.  A contest was planned pitting 
Toth and Todd versus the 4 writers.  Pete, 
who just turned 50 years old in November, 
is a 20-handicap player, and uses a cart to 
play golf all the time.  He fell off a ladder 
at home in 1995, and suffered a T12 spinal 
cord injury, which left him paralyzed and in a 
wheelchair.  He was devastated, and thought 
his golf career was over, but he courageously 
found a way to continue to play his favorite 
sport.  He was at Turning Stone to test drive 
a SoloRider golf cart.  He can carry his clubs 
in front, so he can reach out and choose the 

one he wants.  The cart also has a seatbelt 
and swivels which enables him to turn and 
swing while he is sitting.

The SoloRider costs $12,000, and the 
public can use it when playing at Turning 
Stone. 

Pete praised the new cart and believes 
that "Seniors can extend their careers by 
playing."  He also noted that a golfer can 
drive up right to where the ball is, because 
you can drive it on the greens, in sand traps, 
and on the tees.  I haven't found a way to go 
in water yet," he joked.  Once someone tees 
up the ball for him, Pete is on his own.

Peter Toth is an outstanding golfer, who 
has a very positive outlook on life despite 
his injury.  Since he's been playing from a 
cart, he has an unbelievable two holes in one!  
One was a 100-yarder, and the other was 
160 yards!  Tremendous accomplishments 
for a truly great human being!  Keep up the 
superb work, Pete! 

Characters Of The Great American Past 
Time-Part 1
Excerpts From The Great American Baseball Card
Flipping, Trading And Bubble Gum Book

By Brendan C. Boyle, Fred C. Harris
Article By Bill Garnett

Back in 1973, I purchased a book called 
"The Great American Baseball Card, Flip-
ping, Trading And Bubble Gum Book."  
This book takes a look at the lighter side 
of baseball and some of the characters who 
participated in the game in the 50's and 60's, 
a real nice walk down memory lane.

When I finished this book, I passed it 
on to a friend, who in turn passed it on to 
someone else, and you know how that works.  
Needless to say, the book never went full 
cycle.  It really remained out of sight and 
out of mind until one day this past summer.  
I was watching the Yankees play, when 
their announcer Michael Kay, told a funny 
story about a utility infielder by the name 
of Phil Linz, who played for the Yankees in 
the mid 60's.

The Yankees were in a real pennant race 
with the Detroit Tigers, and just happened to 
get swept by the Tigers in a 4-game series 
on the road.  The mood of the ball club was 
not a real jovial one, as the team was being 
transported to the airport by bus.  This is 
when Linz decided he would entertain the 
boys on his harmonica with his rendition 
of "Mary Had A Little Lamb," much to the 
chagrin of manager Yogi Berra, who was 
infuriated to begin with, and now even more.  
Yogi turned toward the back of the bus and 
yelled "knock it off."  Now Linz was too 
busy making noise and didn't know what 
Yogi said, so he turned to Mickey Mantle 
(of all people), and said to Mick, "what did 
he say?"  Now Mickey would never let an 
opportunity like this escape, replied back to 
Linz, "he said he likes it, and play it louder."  
So Linz, feverously begins to blow back into 
his harmonica.  Well, Yogi had a fit, and 
rushed to the back of the bus, and slapped 
the harmonica out of Linz's mouth.  Every-
one in the back of the bus busted a gut in 
laughter, except Yogi and Linz, but this really 
lightened up the mood, and made for a more 
enjoyable flight back home.  Phil of course, 
cooled it immediately and went on to hit a 
robust .207 the year before being traded to 
the Phillies.  He longed for the bright lights 

of Broadway through his career, such as it 
was languished.  By 1968, he had played 
himself out of baseball entirely.

Here are a few excerpts from the 
book:

Hector Lopez-utility infielder with the 
Yankees from 1959-66.

"Hector Lopez was the worst fielding 
third baseman in the history of baseball.  
He was quite literally a butcher.  His range 
was about one step to either side, his hands 
seemed to be made of concrete.  Hector did 
not field a ground ball, he attacked it.  Like 
a farmer trying to kill a snake with a stick.  I 
would like to go on record right here and now 
as declaring Hector Lopez, the all-time worst 
fielding major league baseball player."

Ryne Duren-relief pitcher for the Yan-
kees in the late '50's.

"Ryne Duren pitched for the Yankees 
for 3 years in the late '50's.  He was what the 
sportscasters like to refer to as a fire-balling 
right-hander, a real flame-thrower.  He annu-
ally led the league in bad eye sight.  He wore 
milk-bottle thick, tinted glasses and used to 
warm up before each inning by throwing a 
series of particularly nasty overhand fastballs 
into the ground in front of home plate, over 
the catchers head, against the backstop, 
and into the stands.  Not exactly the type of 
behavior likely to instill confidence in to the 
hearts of prospective batters.  Unfortunately, 
like most hard throwing relief pitchers-Joe 
Black, Joe Page, Dick Radatz, etc., his arm 
began to give out shortly after he learned 
to control his fastball, and he spent the 
last few years in baseball trying to hang 
on with a succession of mediocre teams in 
both leagues."

This book is no longer available in 
stores.  All copies have been completely 
sold.  It was first published in 1973, and in 
1991, it was updated with introductions by 
the authors.  I purchased the book on e-bay 
(slightly used), for $2.98, and it cost more 
to ship!  I really hope you enjoyed reading 
a few of the excerpts.  Look for Part 2 in the 
Jan. 16th issue.

 

Flashback: 1963
At a City Council meeting shortly after 

President John F. Kennedy's assassination, 
Councilman John Howley made a motion to 
honor the late president by renaming Veterans 
Field, "John F. Kennedy Field."  Howley 
said that, "It would be a fitting tribute to the 
president," and Mayor Joseph Charmello 
declared that "The president was very well-
liked by the residents, and naming the field 
after him would be a fine memento."

Howley also asked that a monument 
similar to the one located at Yankee Stadium 
be erected at the field.  He asked the mayor 
to institute a drive to raise funds for it.

It was decided that letters would be sent 
out to local veterans organizations to see if 
any objected to changing the name of the 
field.  Howley said that "Naming the field 
after the late president is naming it after one 
of the greatest veterans of them all."

South Amboy Council President Rich-
ard Schultz traveled to Washington, D.C. to 
place a spray of flowers on behalf of all the 
residents and veterans of the City of South 
Amboy on the grave of recently assassinated 
President John F. Kennedy, who died on Nov. 
22, 1963.  Schultz was one of very few locals 
who had attended Kennedy's inauguration 
in January 1960.

The fourth annual Party with a Purpose was held at Martini’s Restaurant in South Amboy. 
Every guest must bring a toy, which is then donated to underprivileged children in Monmouth 
County. As seniors at St. John Vianney High School, this is the girls last year planning this 
party as a group. This year was another success and everyone had a lot of fun!  In picture 
(left to right): Cara Gilmartin, Nicolette Spallazani, Alexandra Martini, Jordan Hernandez, 
Lexie Gatarz, Jacki Hotchkiss, Joelle Hernandez. (Photo/Story Submitted)
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WWW.?

Does this place look familiar to you?  It's located in South Amboy or Sayreville.  Since the 
1920's or 30's it has had at least 6 different names.  How many can you guess?  You only 
have to get one correct to be a winner.  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

November Winners
The photo in last month's WWW.? is 

of the current Amboy Aggregates, formerly 
known as McCormick Sand Co.  Both an-
swers are acceptable, and our winners list 
was the smallest in a long time.  Congratu-
lations to the following winners: W. Tom 
Kross, Marian Mills, Joanne Niestempski, 
George Forrer, Mary Agnes Morris, Tony & 
Peggy Mocarski.

W. Tom Kross has been crowned the 2009 champion of The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times "WWW.?" monthly mystery photo contest.  W. Tom is pictured reading his favorite 
newspaper.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Kross Clinches Championship
By Tom Burkard

Loyal and dedicated SA Times reader, 
W. Tom Kross of South Amboy, clinched the 
2009 SA Times WWW.? championship by 
correctly identifying Amboy Aggregates in 
the November issue.  With only one month 
left, it is a safe bet that Kross will finish the 
year of 2009 with a perfect 12-for-12 in 
identifying the photos.

When asked his secret for success in 
identifying the pictures, he said, "I was 
born and raised in South Amboy.  It's a 
mission with me.  I go and investigate the 
locations.  I've been reading the SA Times 
since its existence, and I love it!  The SA 

Times involves South Amboy and Sayreville 
people and the different activities going on 
in both towns.

I have over 40 years with the Indepen-
dence Engine & Hose Co. #1.  I have had 
the privilege of riding the fire truck all over 
South Amboy and Sayreville, so I have seen 
places off the beaten path."

W. Tom succeeds our 2008 champion, 
Marian Mills, who had another fine year in 
the WWW.? contest, and is currently tied 
for 2nd with Don Zrebiec with 8 correct 
answers.  Congratulations, Tom, on your 
great achievement!

Wooden Bridge
SA Times faithful reader, Charles 

Kampo of Melrose, said that "Before the 
Victory Bridge was built leading to Perth 
Amboy from Sayreville, there was a wooden 
bridge in back of Abe Korb's on lower Scott 
Avenue."  He also mentioned that before the 
Victory Bridge was named, it was called State 
Bridge 5, not State Bridge as we reported 
from our resources last month.  Does anyone 
know what the wooden bridge was called?  
Oldtimers who used to swim near that section 
of the Raritan Bay, back in the 1920's called 
the swimming area "The Horsie."

August 1982-This photo was taken near the John Street N.J. Transit Grade Crossing in South 
Amboy.  Pictured (l-r) are Michael Reilly, age 13, gatekeeper Eugene Bentley, and David 
Reilly, age 10.  The Reilly brothers grew up in Parlin.  The photo was taken by M.F. Reilly 
Sr., Amtrak Power Director, New York Zone 3.  (Photo courtesy of The Reilly Family)

Gatekeeper Memories
In response to last month's photo by 

Danny Salvaggio, a couple of SA Times 
readers were kind enough to share their 
memories of the Railroad gatekeeper on 
John Street in South Amboy.

Skip House, formerly of South Amboy 
said, "When I lived at 116 John St. until 1948, 
the gatekeeper was Mr. Parsons.  He lived 
with Mrs. Parsons on South Broadway just 
past Catherine St. facing the Railroad tracks.  
My pop delivered bread to them.  I recall a 
very tidy home with many knick-knacks, 
doilies.  Mr. Parsons was always well dressed 
for his important duties of protecting that 
crossing.  I do recall a metal loop that held 
the gates up by not allowing the handles to 

move until they were removed as Mr. Par-
sons manually cranked the gates down and 
up.  Everyone obeyed Mr. Parsons' orders 
and safety tips."

David Reilly said that, "When I was a 
kid, my brother was taking guitar lessons 
at South Amboy Music.  My father and I 
would walk up and down Broadway for 30 
minutes killing time while he had his lesson.  
We would talk to the gatekeepers, my father 
worked for Amtrak as a Power Director at the 
time.  One gentleman that worked there was 
Eugene Bentley, and he would explain to me 
how the signals worked and identify which 
track the train was on, and indicate when to 
lower the gates to protect the crossing."

Root Beer Stand
In answer to a reader's comments from 

several months ago about a Root Beer stand 
in Morgan, former South Amboy resident, 
Skip House responded, "There was a Root 
Beer stand and small bar by the Morgan 
Creek Bridge, Rt. 35 North.  It was called 
Gene's, and was owned by Mr.& Mrs. Gene 
Kuhrt of Morgan Ave. by the Morgan Hotel.  
They sold it about the mid 1960's for maybe 
$75,000 and retired to near Ocean Twp.  A 
pipeline occupies the spot now, near the 
bridge.  Their popular and pretty daughter 
Diane has retired and is living near Toms 
River." 

Farley's Dock
A couple of month's ago, Bruno 

Szatkowski inquired about the location of 
Farley's Dock in Sayreville.  Alaina Dowd, 
Adult Services Librarian at Sayreville Public 
Library said that she spoke to a man named 
Pete, who heard stories about the Dock from 
a retired Sayreville police officer, who used to 
live in the area of the dock.  He remembered 
the officer telling him that Farley's Dock was 
located down by Old Spye Road in Morgan 
and the railroad tracks in the 1920's and 
1930's.  He also mentioned that there was a 
dock named Mary's Dock in the vicinity of 
Farley's Dock.  Thank you, Alaina!

Pictured is one of the most popular orchestras in the history of South Amboy/Sayreville, 
the Walter Kross and His Orchestra, who performed at any and all types of events in the 
area for many years.  This photo is believed to have been taken in the early 1950's at the 
Laurence Harbor Casino.
The Orchestra was billed as "New Jersey's most versatile band."  Pictured 2nd from left 
on drums is leader Walter Kross, (who lived in Morgan); 3rd from left in dark suit is Hank 
Leonard, the singer (from South Amboy);  back row, far right is Eddie Kurtz, (from South 
Amboy), who composed the music for the Orchestra; front row, far right-Joe Recina; 2nd 
from left in front row-Johnny Lutz, tenor sax player.  (Photo courtesy of Jim Gray, names 
courtesy of W. Tom Kross)

Long Ago In Our Towns

Merry Christmas
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Mickey Sedlak of Sayreville proudly displays his World War II medals and commendations.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Mickey Sedlak: War Hero And So Much 
More

(Story and Photo by Tom Burkard)
Mickey Sedlak was born and raised in 

Woodbridge, and moved to the Borough 
of Sayreville in 1949.  It was definitely 
Sayreville's gain and Woodbridge's loss.  
While serving in the U.S. Army 3rd Infan-
try Division with Audie Murphy "To Hell 
and Back," during World War II, he was 
wounded in France and also in Italy.  After 
being wounded for the first time, and treated 
for leg wounds, they wanted to send him 
home, but the brave soldier refused and said 
he wanted to go back and continue fighting 
for his country.  For his heroic dedication 
and efforts, he received two Purple Hearts 
and two Bronze Stars, plus other military 
medals, ribbons and commendations.

Following his U.S. Army stint from 
1943-45, he became a 1st Sergeant in the 
Army National Guard, Company G, which 
was at the Woodbridge Armory.  He never 
missed a meeting from 1948-52, and received 
the National Guard Medal of Honor.

Sedlak recalled the South Amboy Ex-
plosion in 1950: "Our guard unit was called 
to South Amboy, and with Capt. Gaddock, 
we declared martial law on the town.  We 
stayed there a whole week helping people.  
Windows were shattered out, people were 
screaming and bleeding.  Houses by the 
waterfront were a total wreck."  

He started working for the Sayreville 
Recreation Dept. in 1950, and his numerous 
accomplishments and successful recreation 
programs are simply incredible.

Mickey, who loved baseball all of his 
life and is a huge Dodgers fan, saw a need for 
youth baseball in the Borough, and started the 
Sayreville Little League in 1951 at President 
Park.  He was also instrumental in securing 
the land on Washington Road and Margaret 
St., and along with other volunteers, Warren 
Lemerich, Bob Mazuroski, Walter Osowski 
and others, built the Little League's beautiful 
field, which is still great after 48 years.  "We 
worked Saturdays and Sundays to clear the 
area, and took tons and tons of extra dirt out 
and put it in back of Fort Grumpy.  It was 
eventually used by the Borough to sand icy 
roads in the winter," said Sedlak.  He almost 
single-handedly recruited all of the team 
sponsors for the first season.

During his career as Recreation Director, 
he started many other leagues and activities, 
including men's softball leagues, women's 
softball league, girls softball league, sum-
mer basketball leagues, men's touch football 
league, Saturday football league, house 
decorating contests at Christmas, Thanksgiv-
ing and Easter, the Holiday Parade, which 
has been going strong "For about 25 years," 
said Sedlak.  Mickey really loved his job, 
and it showed "I couldn't wait until the next 
day to get to the office and see what I was 
going to do," he said.  His philosophy on 
the recreation program was, "If I can keep 
the kids in sports, I'll keep them out of the 
courts.  That was my goal, and I told that to 
Mayor McCormack, and he said, 'Mickey, 
you're the only guy to get 72 hours our of a 
24 hour day.  I don't know how you do it.'

Mickey said that his late and beloved 
wife Cathleen, who passed away over a year, 

son Ron and daughter Nancy were always 
very supportive of everything he did, in 
recreation and in life.  He was very involved 
with the Sayreville Brain Injured Children 
(BIC), and said that, "My pride and joy, 
my personal project was to take care of the 
handicapped."  He once helped raise $5,000 
at a softball game for them.  Sedlak was quick 
to commend others who have volunteered 
to help BIC, including, Alex Scocco, Jim 
Gillette, former Mayor John McCormack, 
former councilman Rennie Travisano, Craig 
Yetman, and Mary Ann Gordon.

When asked about the volunteers in the 
Borough of Sayreville, Mickey said that, 
"They are the best.  They dedicate their lives 
and hearts to the kids.  Plus, the girls in the 
Recreation Dept. office, Jackie and Linda 
were the best to work with."

He recalled overseeing the construction 
of the soccer fields on Bordentown Ave. 
with Mayor McCormack and David Samuel.  
"They needed fields for 750 kids, and today 
they have 900 participating.  Since I left, 
there are additional softball and soccer fields 
there.  For his foresight and efforts, Mickey 
is a charter member of the Sayreville Soccer 
Association.

In addition, he went on to have more 
playing fields created throughout the Bor-
ough for softball, baseball, bocci, and horse-
shoe leagues, as well as a paddleball club, and 
a cricket club.  He also organized a popular 
wrestling league that was co-sponsored by 
the Recreation Dept.

On Oct. 27, 2002, Mickey received the 
ultimate honor from the Borough of Sayre-
ville, when the recreation building on Dolan 
St. was officially renamed by proclamation 
of Mayor Kennedy O'Brien and the Council, 
the"Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center." 

The proclamation read, "In honor and 
thanks for Michael "Mickey" Sedlak's 52 
years of untiring, unselfish devotion to gen-
erations of children's sports and recreation in 
the Borough of Sayreville."  Mickey's proud 
wife, Cathleen and his children, Nancy and 
Ron, and their families, and all of his asso-
ciates of the Board of Recreation, attended 
the gala celebration along with hundreds of 
Sayreville residents, friends, families and 
children who have been blessed by knowing 
Mickey.  They all came out to honor him 
on his very special day, for all he had done 
through the years.

When someone was in need, whether for 
fundraisers or volunteers, Sedlak was always 
the first in line to lend a hand.  In addition to 
helping the Sayreville BIC, he was known 
for collecting supplies for the needy, and 
helping other needy causes as well.  He was 
recognized as the state's "Most Outstanding 
Citizen" in 1988 for his humanitarian efforts.  
He also has "Most Outstanding Citizen" 
awards from the Sayreville VFW, and Sayre-
ville K of C.  Sedlak has received so many 
awards, plaques, trophies, proclamations, 
etc. through his illustrious career, that he has 
run out of wall space, and has to store them 
in boxes and dresser drawers.  He guessed 

continued on page 25
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Fishing Flashes
For December 2009 by Teo “Weebles” 

Weber
Salt Water

Blackfishing is very good right now on 
party Boats that sail for them.  Many people 
are limiting out with the 6 fish limit.  Some 
big ones up to 13lbs have been landed. Party 
Boat Striped bass jig fishing has also been 
quite good.  Some Bluefish up to 15lbs are 
mixed in but are in the process of rapidly 
departing due to the colder water.  Surf 
Fishing for Striped Bass at Sandy Hook and 
points south is very good at times.  Some 
fish up to 40lbs have been caught mostly on 
clams and bunker.  The south areas at Island 
Beach and LBI have been particularly good.  
Party Boats prowling the wrecks in the Mud 
Hole have been producing Ling and a few 
Cod. Don’t expect to see any Mackerel after 
Christmas.      
Fresh Water

 There are enough of Fall Trout around 
after the Fall stocking in October.  I found 
this out on Veterans Day at the Pequest 
River. I tried four spots, catching 2 nice 
Browns 15 and 16 inch size range. By using 
a small plug, fished properly, did the trick!  
The following week my wife and I fished 
an area on the Paulinskill near Marksboro. 
I fished lures and didn’t do much.  Karen 
fished worms, catching one Brown, a few 
Small Mouth Bass and a big Sucker about 
20 inches.  The main boat ramp and Ranger 
Cove in Round Valley reservoir are worth a 
try from shore for large Trout.

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior Meeting will be held on 

Friday, January 8, 2010 in Monsignor Dalton 
Hall. Please come and wear your favorite 
winter outfit. We will also be collecting non-
perishable food for the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. Following the business portion of 
the meeting, there will be light refreshments. 
For additional information contact Teri at 
(732) 727-7639.

Daddy-Daughter 
Dance

The South Amboy- Sayreville Rotary 
club will hold their annual Daddy-Daughter 
dance on Friday, February 12, 2010. Since it 
was a sold out event last year it will be held 
at a new location this year. For more informa-
tion contact Gregory Wyzykowski at 732-
721-0400 or greg@customfinancial.org

Zumba Fitness And 
More

 The Sayreville Recreation Department 
will continue offering Zumba Fitness a class 
that combines hypnotic latin rythms with 
tantalizing dance moves and aerobics. This 
combination creates a dynamic workout de-
signed to be fun and easy. Burn calories, have 
fun, you dont need to know how to dance! 
Other classes offered by the Recreation De-
partment are Interval, Strength and Tone and 
Pilates. 8 weeks for $60 Registration begins 
Dec. 14th, its not too late to get fit! Classes 
start January 11, 2010. Call 732-525-9536 
or Zumbasayreville@yahoo.com for more 
information and registration form.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   December 19, �009   ��

Christmas 40 Years Ago

St. Mary's High School senior class of 1970 performing at the annual Festival of Carols 
on Dec. 18, 1969.

Lynn Henry (l) and Marie Dahl turn in a fine 
rendition of "Rocking Carol."

The Dance Club at St. Mary's High School performs at the Festival of Carols.

Christine Coulter performs a solo Christmas 
tune at the Festival of Carols, which was 
held for three nights in the Msgr. Sullivan 
Little Theatre at St. Mary's High on Dec. 
18, 1969.

Festival Of Carols
Dec. 18, 1969-St. Mary's High School 

presented its annual Festival of Carols under 
the direction of Sister Margaret Lucas, music 
instructor.  Two other performances were 
also presented on the 16th and 17th at Msgr. 
Sullivan Little Theatre.  Students from all 
levels participated in the chorus as well as the 
final ensemble "Do You Hear What I Hear?"  
The carols performed included: "O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel-soloist Susan Kurtz; 
"Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas"-
soloist Joanne Springvloed; "Christmas 
Dinner"-soloist-Claire Zebro; "Rocking 

Carol"-Lynn Henry & Marie Dahl; "A Soa-
lin"-Andrew McGinn & Frank McLaughlin; 
"I Wonder As I Wander"-soloist-Ellen Mc-
Carthy.   Other numbers were: "Old Toy 
Trains," "We Wish You A Merry Christmas," 
"Little Gray Donkey," "Silver Bells," "Carol 
Of The Bells, "Little Altar Boy," "Sing We 
Now Of Christmas," "O Hear The Bells," and 
many more.  Two groups of students danced 
to "The Parade Of The Toy Soldiers," and 
"Jingle Bells."  Student accompanists were 
Marianne Balog, piano; Anthony Mauro and 
Joseph Skarzynski, guitar.

Christmas 50 Years Ago Choral Group 
Sings At Rotary Meeting

1959-Under the direction of Miss Al-
dona Krakauskas, the Hoffman High School 
Chorus sang a selection of Christmas carols 
at the Rotary Club's weekly meeting.  Doris 
English was the featured soloist for the rendi-
tion of "O, Holy Night."  Christmas carols 
sung by the Chorus were: "Deck The Halls," 
"The First Noel," "Silent Night," "O Come 
All Ye Faithful," "Joy To The World," "O Lit-
tle Town Of Bethlehem," "Come Shepherds 
Lowly,""Angels We Have Heard On High," 
"Jingle Bells," "White Christmas," "We Wish 
You A Merry Christmas."  Members of the 
Chorus were: Lee Aiazzone, Karen Boucha-
rd, Sharon Boudinot, Jeanette Comstock, Jan 
Dobrzynski, Muriel English, Cynthia Kurtz, 
Joan Edwards, Evelyn English, Elaine Read, 

Kathy Tarallo, Roberta Applegate, Colette 
Kurzawa, Doris English, Mary Lee Snover, 
John Keller, Robert Martin, George Reick, 
Robert Moore, Harry Wernett, Miss Aldona 
Krakauskas-Instructor.

Former members of the Rotary Club, 
Thomas E. Downs, Walter Peterson and 
Anthony Abbatiello were present as guests.  
Special guests of James F. Tustin were As-
semblyman William Kurtz, James F. Tustin 
Jr., and Eugene Dobrzynski.

1965-St. Mary's H.S. Library Aids, Linda Ploskonka, Linda Geiger, and Rita Adamecs are 
shown assembling a Nativity scene at the school library.
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Does Santa Have Back Pain?
Santa Claus may be able to travel around 

the world in a single night, but when it comes 
to his health, he's no Superman.  That bowl 
of jelly, a diet rich in fatty cookies and a 
lack of regular exercise all put Santa at risk 
for back pain.

Santa is a perfect candidate for back 
problems- he's overweight.  The same holds 
true for us mortals.  Sometimes the cause 
of your back problems is not your back, 
but your front: your "spare tire" may be the 
cause of your aching back.  And the solu-
tion to your back problem may not involve 
a pill or surgery.

Your spine is the central support of your 
entire skeletal system.  It is designed for 
strength to support your body weight and 
flexibility to allow movement.  When healthy, 
your spine is S shaped with 3 natural curves.  
When these curves are in balance, your body 
weight is evenly distributed.  To maintain 
this alignment, you need to have strong and 
flexible muscles in your back, legs and abdo-
men.  The abdominal muscles are especially 
important in supporting the spine.

A potbelly changes the curvature of 
the back.  The stomach pulls the backbone 
forward, stressing muscles and ligaments 
and putting pressure on discs.  If you have 
10 extra pounds on your abdomen, you are 
putting an additional 100-lb. strain on your 
back.  This additional strain occurs because 
the lower part of your spine is not receiv-
ing adequate support from your weakened 
abdominal muscles.  Your back muscles try 
to maintain the proper spinal balance, but 
after end up strained or sprained.

Although excess weight does not cause 
back problems, you can do something about 
it.  Follow a diet and exercise program to 
maintain a healthy weight and strengthen 
your muscles.  Develop healthy eating habits 
that work for you.  And make exercise, diet 
and proper spinal hygiene an important part 
of your day.

"The Phenom"
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate c.1999
His sensory qualities were inhuman
A derivative of the extraordinary
Prodigious beyond belief
A superhuman of yesterday and today
A teacher of teachers at just age 12.
Home-schooled by his mom and dad, 
A simple carpenter
Yet, His initiative essences were never 
seen
The likes before Him, even by
The greatest known prophets, healers or 
geniuses
Remarkable in appearance 
And awareness in experience
Mesmerizing in every utterance from His 
lips
Distinguished by marvels, wonders, and 
miracles
He began with a staff of 12
And now heads the world's future
Today if He ran a business
He'd be richer than Gates
And more intelligent than all computers
Yet, His occurrence or circumstance is 
divine
This impressive phenom, a legend is my 
hero
Born December 25, 0000.

Knights Present 
Certificates

On July 19, Troop 95 of Sacred Heart 
Church, Grand Knight Wayne Costello and 
Past Grand Knight Martin Lampart of Coun-
cil #426, presented certificates from the State 
and Supreme Council to Ralph Resignato, 
Peter Stahlband, Jeff Belanich, Adam Sor-
rentino, Mack Russel, Kenneth Eib, Robert 
Erickson, Mike Bellanich.  Congratulations 
to the young men on their achievements!  
(Article submitted)
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Mickey Sedlak

that there had to be "hundreds" of awards in 
his collection for a most outstanding life.

Other very impressive awards include 
a 2006 plaque for being selected one of the 
best umpires by the NJSIAA; 2009-Selected 
to Who's Who In America; Jaycees Outstand-
ing Person.   

Mickey undoubtedly has the largest and 
most interesting collection of World War II 
memorabilia that I've ever seen.  The collec-
tion ranges from books and videos to his old 
Army uniforms, and even a huge Nazi flag 
that he seized when his unit captured the 
Germans in Italy during the war.  He also 
has a smaller Nazi flag that is bullet ridden 
from the fighting.  Sedlak also has a good-
size baseball collection, that features many 
Dodgers items, and a lot of baseball-related 
books and more.

Through the efforts of Mickey and Gil-
bert Augustine, the New Jersey Federation 
of Baseball Umpires (NJSFBU) began in 
1946 under the GI Bill of Rights.  The first 
class of umpires consisted of 56 cadets, and 
presently, there are over 350 members of 
(NJSFBU).  Mickey was honored in 2003 
by the Federation "For more than 50 years 
of service and dedication to the NJSFBU."  
The members unveiled a beautiful portrait of 
Mickey and donated it to the Mickey Sedlak 
Recreation Center.

When asked what was the most memora-
ble game he ever umpired, he said that "It was 
at Yankee Stadium with Steve Topolanchik, 
Gene Barbieri, Craig Yetman and a couple of 
other Federation umpires.  The Daily News 
held a high school All-Star game between the 
best players from Pennsylvania/New Jersey 
against New York/Connecticut, and it was a 
doubleheader."  Sedlak was always assigned 
to the most important games, both high school 
and college, because of his reputation as an 
outstanding umpire.

Mickey loves people, and said, "I treat 
people the way I want to be treated, with dig-

continued on page 25

nity."  People love Mickey.  This man, who is 
85 years young, puts the Energizer Bunny to 
shame.  Thank you Michael "Mickey" Sedlak 
for helping so many in our communities, and 
sharing your most outstanding life!

The Mickey Notebook:
Mickey was Commander of the Middle-

sex County Military Order of the Purple 
Heart Combat Wounded Veterans.   He was 
the first man to appear on TKR cable TV 
in 1986, when he was umpiring a Sayre-
ville Little League game.  The Sayreville 
American Legion put a beautiful sign with 
2 Bronze Stars, and 2 Purple Hearts on it, 
in front of the Mickey Sedlak Center as a 
tribute to him.  

One of the grandest days in his life 
took place on June 14th, when his daughter 
threw him probably the biggest and most 
glamorous 85th birthday party in Sayre-
ville history.  Hundreds of family, friends 
and local dignitaries turned out at Sedlak's 
Sayreville home to help him celebrate his big 
day.  Accompanied, by his daughter Nancy, 
they were chauffeured in a vintage Bentley, 
which brought them to the party.  Both were 
formally attired and resembled Hollywood 
actors arriving at the Academy Awards.

South Amboy's famous TV personality, Marco Marcello (c) is in great company with two of 
the best in show business history, Dean Martin (l) and Jerry Lewis (r) in a photo believed 
to be from the early 1950's.  (Photo courtesy of Jim Gray)

Marco Marcello introduces his boss, Milton Berle (r) on the Milton Berle Show, as legends 
Dean Martin (l) and Jerry Lewis (r) watch the action from behind.  (Photo courtesy of Jim 
Gray)

More About Marco Marcello
Faithful SA Times reader, and former 

South Amboy resident, Jerry Connors sent 
us the following information on last month's 
photo with South Amboy TV personality 
Marco Marcello at a baseball game standing 
next to a youngster with a baseball bat..

Connors said that, "The picture of 
Marco Marcello was not taken anywhere 
near South Amboy, as most locals might 
suspect.  It was taken in Wichita, Kansas 
in August 1949.  The South Amboy AA 
baseball team, which predated Briggs, won 
the NJ State Semipro championship and 
traveled to Wichita that year to participate 
in the National Tournament.

The team went to Kansas by chartered 
bus and Marco was brought along perhaps 
to entertain the "troops" or serve as batboy.  
I'm not sure of the reason.  I have discussed 
the picture with my friend John "Red" Con-
nors, a member of the team, formerly of 
South Amboy, and an outstanding citizen, 
coach and athlete from the town.  He recalls 
that periodically, Marco would be called 
upon to sing on the trip.  We believe the 
only song he ever sang was entitled "Ace 
In The Hole."  It was about slick operators 
in New York City.  

Regarding the young boy in the photo-
--it may be a lad named Tommy Vickers, 
who was the son of a wealthy Kansas 
oilman.  Their relationship with the team 
is another story in itself.  It is uncertain if 
Tommy filled in as a batboy for the team 
in 1949 or 1950, or in both years.  The AA 
also won the NJ State championship in '50, 
and again, traveled to Wichita.

The people in the background appear to 
be baseball fans from Wichita, so it is safe 
to say they will forever remain unidentified 
by any of us." 

Jim Gray of South Amboy said that, "I 
saw Marco when he came into Hoffman's 
Drugstore on Broadway where I worked, and 
would have a cup of coffee.  We'd ask him 
about his last television show, and tease him 
depending on our mood, saying he sounded 
good or bad.  He was an excellent friend, 
very nice to everybody."

Many people told us that Jackie 
Gleason said, "And away we go," on his 
show each week, but other locals said that 
Marco Marcello was the first one to use it, 
and Gleason copied the line.  Does anyone 
really know? 

Free Advertising On-Line
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times is 

now offering advertisers the opportunity to 
benefit from FREE on-line advertising at 
our website: www.thesatimes.com.

As a bonus to our loyal advertisers, 
the advertisement which you run in our 
newspaper, will be featured on our beautiful 
website for an unlimited time.  There are no 
gimmicks at all!  Your ad will be visible for 
all of our online readers, giving you even 
more exposure, and FREE ADVERTIS-

ING, at absolutely no additional cost or 
hidden fees.

This is our way of giving something 
back to our wonderful advertisers.

If you haven't seen our website yet, 
check it out, and we guarantee you will be 
totally impressed.    

For more information on this new 
and intriguing opportunity, call The South 
Amboy-Sayreville Times today, at 732-
727-0398.   
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Obituaries
Adamecs, Raymond C., 56, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 19.
Blackford, Helen, 93, formerly of Parlin 

died on Nov. 13.
Botas, Aires Sr., 51, of Parlin died on 

Nov. 27.
Clark, Rose Jaskowiak, 78, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 25.
Gazzale, Albert R., 82, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 25.
Geary, Helen, 87, of Parlin died on 

Nov. 12.
Gregoreski, Elizabeth "Betty," 63, of 

South Amboy died on Nov. 12.
Helstowski, John Sr., 65, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 18.
Hoffman, Elizabeth A. "Lee," 53, of 

Parlin died on Dec. 3.
Johnson, Bernice, 87, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 27.
Klimkiewicz, Joseph P., 82, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 5.
Korprowicz, Ziggy, 46, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 8.
Lasko, Charles J., 81, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 23.
Madura, Michael A., 95, of South Am-

boy died on Nov. 27.
Maldonado, Leander Mathews, 57, of 

South Amboy died on Nov. 29.
Maliszewski, Anthony, 60, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 8.
McCloud, Valeria J., 88, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 2.
Medvetz, Alexandra "Sandy," 71, of 

Parlin died on Nov. 23.
Paisal, Andrew, 80, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 16.
Pearson, Ruth, 77, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 7.
Phelan, Michael K., 59, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 18.
Robertson, Roger T., of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 18.
Skrzyniarz, Julia, 90, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 9.
Sokolosky, Joseph S., 81, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 26.
Sparno, Kathleen A., 77, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 15.
Szatkowski, Helen F., 93, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 3.
Topolanchik, Stephen "Steve" Sr., 77, 

of Morgan died on Nov. 29.
Vanni, Mary J., 94, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 8.
Vizzacchero, Louis P. Sr., of Parlin died 

on Nov. 28.

Rose Clark   
Age 78, South Amboy

Rose (Jas-
kowiak) Clark, 
78, of South 
Amboy, died 
We d n e s d a y, 
November 25, 
2009 peace-
fully at home.  
Born in South 
Amboy on Au-
gust 2, 1931 
to her late par-
ents, Theresa 
and Barney Jas-

kowiak, Rose resided there all her life.  
She was a communicant of Sacred 

Heart R.C. Church in South Amboy 
and was a member of its Holy Rosary 
Society.  

Before retiring, she was employed 
for 25 years by Foodtown of South 
Amboy where she made many lifetime 
friends.  She will be remembered as a 
kind and generous person.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, John J. Clark, Sr. in 2002.  Rose 
and John were married for 52 years. 
She was also predeceased by her broth-
ers, Thomas and Raymond Jaskowiak, 
sisters, Marie Fogarty, Claire Bogaczyk 
and Edna Zaleski.

Rose was very proud of her family.  
She is survived by her sons and daugh-
ters-in-law John Clark, Jr. and Janet of 
Barnegat, Mark Clark and Linda of South 
Bound Brook; devoted grandmother 
of Kelly L. Lindsay and her husband, 
Rob, and Kaitlyn J. Clark; cherished 
great grandmother of Patrick, Timothy, 
Nolan, Quinn, Eamon, and their sister, 
Grace Lindsay.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   December 19, �009   ��

The Boys Of 
Mechanicsville 
"Revisited"

By Elaine Scott
Put the blame on Elaine, boys, and 

also on Tommy for omitting the following 
names from our "companion pieces" last 
month: John Ciol, The Durski Brothers-Ray 
Durski Sr. and Lee "Sonny;" George Busch; 
The Leonard Brothers-Ray Sr. and Bobby; 
Danny Lewis Sr.; The Martin Brothers-Larry 
Jr., Chris, Steve and Dave; The Chrzaszcz 
Brothers-Lenny Jr., Mike, Steve and Joe; 
The Connors Brothers-John, Howie, Cliff, 
Billy, Joey; The Freeman Brothers-Jerry and 
Franny; The Slocum Brothers-Georgie and 
Joey; The Klimek Brothers-Walter and Joe; 
Tom Dohaney; The O'Brien Brothers-Frank 
and Harry; The Kurtz Brothers-Leroy and 
Barthel; Jerry Dubieleski; Michael Morris 
and nephew Erik Morris. 

Bon Jovi Rocks At 
The Berlin Wall

On November 9th, Bon Jovi performed 
its powerful, new single, "We Weren't Born 
To Follow" at an historic event commemo-
rating the 20th Anniversary of the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, in Berlin, Germany for the 
"Fest der Freiheit," a huge celebration taking 
place at Brandenburg Garden.

Performing before an enormous crowd 
that included heads of state and global figures 
such as Angela Merkel, Gordon Brown, 
Hillary Clinton, Dimitri Medvedev, Nicholas 
Sarkozy, Hans Dietrich Genscher, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Lech Walesa and Nelson Man-
dela, Bon Jovi played a brilliant version of 
"We Weren't Born To Follow," an anthemic 
celebration of independence dedicated to 
those who fight for freedom in the face of 
adversity.

In '83 when Bon Jovi was formed, the 
Berlin Wall was the ultimate symbol of a 
divided world.  The ultimate fall of the "iron 
curtain" in 1989 affected Jon Bon Jovi deeply.  
He recalls an exchange at Checkpoint Charlie 
in '86 with a border official who looked to be 
the same age, and not too different in many 
respects, from the singer himself.  Three 
years later, Jon chipped a piece of the Wall 
off and has kept it ever since.  He said, "It's 
a reminder that, while walls can separate us 
geographically, they can't conceal the ways 
that we're all human beings, sharing similar 
dreams and desires."

A-Change A-Comin'-The apartment building on the corner of George Street and South 
Broadway, in addition to other buildings on the block, are scheduled to be demolished to 
make way for a new 24-unit mixed use complex.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

"Help" Has Arrived
In last month's photo from long ago 

titled "Help," we featured 4 ladies and a man 
taken at South Amboy Memorial Hospital, 
possibly in the 1960's.  We were seeking help 
in identifying them, and luckily, "Help" has 
arrived.  Cliff Connors who worked at the 
hospital in the early 1970's, identified the 
lady on the far right as Rose Gioffre, and the 
man on the far left as John Ryan, Manager 
of Maintenance.  

Sherry Schmidt Nelson and her mother 
Mabel Schmidt both worked at South Amboy 
Memorial Hospital in the early 70's, Mabel 
in Central Supply, and Sherry in the Special 
Care Unit.  The ladies were happy to "Help" 
and identify the following 4 women in the 
photo, and the sections of the hospital they 
worked in.  They told us that left to right 
was Mickey Pfeiffer- Head Nurse SCU from 
1973-74; Peggy Herman-Dietary; Lydia 
Garguilo-Central Supply; Rose Gioffre-
Laundry Dept.

An e-mail from former local resident 
Dotti Morrow who now resides in North 
Carolina said, "How excited I was to pick 
up The SA Times and see the picture of 4 
nurses.  The first one receiving some type of 
gift is my mother, Constance Render.  She 
was employed at the hospital for over 35 
years.  I live in a very small town in North 
Carolina (smaller than South Amboy), and 
was back home for Thanksgiving dinner and 
picked up the paper.  It was just today (Dec. 
2) that I actually got to sit down and read it, 
and was extremely happy to see the picture.  
I do not know who the others are, but they 
do look familiar to me.  Please let me know 
if you find out who the others are."

Now, the big question is, was one of 
the laides, Constance Render?  Please let 
us know.

A special thank you goes out to Cliff, 
Sherry and Mabel for their "Help," and a 
job well-done!

15 Years Ago
1994-St. Mary's baseball team finished 

(6-15).  Ace right-hander, Jim Christie won 
all 6 games, while striking out 87 in 62 in-
nings, including a 5-inning no-hitter.  Third 
baseman Brian DeYoung batted .320 and 
had 16 RBI.

The Cheerleaders
50 Years Ago
1959-Sayreville High's cheerleaders 

were: Rita Zebro, Bernie Blaszka, Joanne 
Schindle, Patty Albert, Janet Uhler, Joan 
Kapica, Carol Bauman, Bonnie Baron, Alice 
Betzler, Sandy Dziulan.  Where was the high 
school located in 1959?

The Birth Of That 
Little Baby Boy

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c. 1994
He is the reason for this season of Christ-
mas
He is the reason for this season of joy
There'd be no Santa, there'd be no presents
Without his presence…
And the birth of that little baby boy
There are silver bells and candy canes
Christmas trees with railroad trains
There are carols piped through shopping 
malls
Colored lights to deck the halls
There are Christmas cards and flowers red
Cookies made of gingerbread
There are hopes of snow with stockings 
hung
Toasts of cheer and party fun
He is the reason for this season of Christ-
mas
He is the reason for this season of joy
There'd be no Santa, there'd be no pres-
ents, 
Without His presence…
And the birth of that little baby boy
Hearts are tickled, eyes aglow
Everywhere this magic flows
All due to one Nativity
And none the wiser it should be
He is the reason for this season of Christ-
mas
He is the reason for this season of joy
There'd be no Santa, there'd be no pres-
ents,
Without His presence…
And the birth of that little baby boy.
Happy Birthday, Jesus!
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