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South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary (l) looks on with local veterans as Bob “Zak” Skekerak, 
Past Commander of American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 62, South Amboy cuts the ribbon 
at the dedication of Veterans Memorial Bridge on lower Main Street, South Amboy.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

Bridge Honors Veterans
The City of South Amboy's Mayor John 

T. O'Leary, council members, veterans and 
residents recently dedicated the bridge on 
lower Main Street to the veterans, officially 
naming it Veterans Memorial Bridge.  The 
bridge was originally known as the Main 
Street Bridge according to Stan Marcinczyk, 
South Amboy's Economic Consultant.

A while back, O'Leary asked Bob "Zak" 
Sekerak, Past Commander of American Le-
gion Luke A. Lovely Post 62, South Amboy 
what would be a good name for the structure, 
and "Zak" said, "South Amboy Veterans Me-

morial Bridge."  Mayor O'Leary addressed 
the crowd on hand for the ribbon-cutting 
dedication ceremony, saying "Without 
them (Veterans), we probably wouldn't be 
here today."

The bridge project replaced an outdated 
unsafe bridge and allowed access to the 
ongoing Intermodal Transportation Center 
project.  This bridge project utilized $15.8 
million in DOT funding which, under the 
contract, the city paid $256,777 in NJ Transit 
costs, and $223,639 in construction costs.

Teachers Support 
Wisniewski

(19th Legislative District) Assembly-
man John S. Wisniewski has earned the 
endorsement of the teachers and educational 
support of professionals of the New Jersey 
Education Association.  The NJEA's endorse-
ment is based upon the recommendation 
from local teachers.

"New Jersey's educators are the rea-
son that our schools have been recognized 
time and again, as some of the best in the 
county," said Assemblyman Wisniewski.  "I 
am honored to have been recognized by the 
dedicated and hardworking members of the 
NJEA.  I will continue to work together with 
them, parents and other community leaders to 
ensure that our children continue to receive 
the best education possible."

Helmet Safety Laws
To Be Enforced
Capt. Darren LaVigne of the South 

Amboy Police Dept. announced that police, 
in an effort to prevent serious head injury 
to persons riding bicycles, scooters, roller 
blade skating, street skating, skateboards, 
etc., will be strictly enforcing the helmet 
safety laws.

First, by advising the violator of the 
danger and acquiring his name and address 
to notify the child's parent of the violation, 
and secondly asking that they provide their 
child a safety helmet.  If the violator becomes 
a repeat offender, additional measures up to 
and  including a citation to the child's parent 
may be necessary.  The South Amboy Police 
Dept. looks forward to your cooperation in 
the interest of your child's safety, and reduc-
ing serious injury from what should be an 
enjoyable pastime.  

New Vice-Principal
William G. Veit, 32, has been named 

the new Vice-Principal of South Amboy 
Elementary School.  He is a 1995 graduate 
of Bishop Ahr High School.  Best of luck!

Father Kevin Duggan

Father Kevin Says 
Farewell

Photo/Story By Steve Schmid
The parishioners of St. Mary's Church 

recently said goodbye to Father Kevin Dug-
gan, who was serving as parochial vicar 
for the local church.  Diocese of Metuchen 
Bishop Paul Bootkoski transferred him to 
St. James Church in Jamesburg, where he 
is now the administrator.  

St. Mary's Pastor Father Dennis Weezor-
ak will miss Father Kevin.  "The hand of God 
brought him here.  I've known him since we 
were in seminary school.  When he became 
ill, it was uncertain where he would be reas-
signed, so it worked out very nice.  There 
was room, we needed help, and the people 
loved him," Father Dennis said.  Father 
Kevin said he won't forget his experience at 
St. Mary's.  "The time at St. Mary's has been 
a great joy for me.  I'll always have a place 
in my heart for the people of St. Mary's," 
Father Kevin said.  He added he is looking 
forward to his new challenge of serving the 
community of St. James.  At St. Mary's 10 
a.m. Mass Sunday July 26, he received a 
standing ovation from the parishioners in 
attendance.  A reception at St. Pat's Hall was 
held afterwards to allow the parishioners to 
thank him for his service and wish him well 
in his new assignment. 

South Amboy's Marge Gorczyca (r), sister of Major League Baseball legend, Jack McKeon, 
was recently interviewed by Fox Sports Network Florida for a special 1-hour show they will 
be running about Jack's life.  John Valek Jr., Coordinating Producer and Mike Fernandes 
came up to New Jersey to conduct the interview, and also shot clips of where McKeon grew 
up in South Amboy.  (Photo/story by Tom Burkard)  

Seafood Festival 
Called Off

The 2009 Raritan Bay Seafood Festival, 
which was scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 13 on 
Broadway in South Amboy, was cancelled 
by The City of South Amboy.  The event 
which has always been held at Waterfront 
Park was called off because of slow response 
from sponsors and vendors.  

Other possible factors in the cancel-
lation of the Seafood Festival could have 
been the 6-week construction project, now 
under way on Broadway, the change in lo-
cation from Waterfront Park to Broadway, 
and no big-name entertainment to pull in  a 
large crowd.

Business Administrator Camille Tooker 
hopes that the economy will improve in 2010, 
and the Seafood Festival will return.

Skylar Rose Honimar (age 10) daughter 
of Charlie Honimar and Jessica 
English-Honimar, was crowned the 
Middlesex County Fair Queen in the 
7-11 age group.
Skylar was interviewed and then asked 
if she had a talent.  She then sang 
"This Is Me" from Disneys Camp Rock.  
In addition to receiving a crown and 
sash, Skylar was presented flowers, 
a mega pass for the week to ride all 
rides, a pass for 8 to Roller Magic, free 
admission to the fair and a few other 
little gifts.  Skylar also gets to help MC 
next year’s fair pageant.

Auxiliary Police Seek New Members
The Sayreville Auxiliary Police are seeking new members to join its volunteer force.  

Interested applicants must be 18 years of age or older, be able to pass a criminal background 
check and possess a valid NJ driver's license.  Applicants can download an application 
from: www.sayrevillepoliceaux.org, or send a letter of interest to: Sayreville Police Dept., 
Attn: Auxiliary Police, 1000 Main St., Sayreville, NJ 08872.  Include your full legal name, 
address, phone number and a brief summary about yourself.

HENNY ON THE 
RADIO!!

A couple of things have happened re-
cently that I think are of great importance 
to fans of  the SA Times in general and of 
Doo Wop Music in particular. As I was my 
trying to establish a SA Times Fans Doo 
Wop Party in town, the management of the 
local cable TV Channel 15 and their sister 
internet radio station www.raritanbayradio.
com called me and said that they read my 
articles in the paper, liked my ideas about 
the DooWop Party, and offered me the op-
portunity to use their radio and telelvision 
facilites to make this all come about.

 I thought to myself, “Even though the 
paper is available now on the internet at 
“The SA Times.com” in beautiful, living 
color, an internet radio show would be the 
perfect vehicle to fill in the void for people 
living away from town used to getting their 
monthly paper in the mail.” It wouldn’t be 
the same thing, but it could be a real good 

continued on page 6
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Ed Paczkowski (l), owner of Foodtown, exchanges pleasantries with South Amboy Police 
Sgt. Brian McCabe at the 10th Annual Antique and Classic Car Show & Flea Market, 
sponsored by Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1 on Broadway in South Amboy on 
August 9th. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

On Dean's List
Thomas Steven Szatkowski, son of 

Thomas and Linda Szatkowski, South Am-
boy, has been named to the Dean's List of the 
College of Professional Studies at St. John's 
University, Queens Campus.  Thomas is 
pursuing his major in Criminal Justice while 
minoring in Psychology.  He will graduate 
in June 2010.  Congratulations, Tom!
In Memoriam

Ruth Keegan, 79, of Parlin died on July 
28.  A very kind lady, she was a manager 
at South Amboy Trust Co. before retiring.  
Irene Payco, 81, of Sayreville died on July 
29.  She was Court Clerk for the Borough 
of Sayreville for many years before retiring. 
John Spencer, 79, of Morgan died on Aug. 2.  
He owned Spencer's Tropical Fish in Morgan 
for many years, and was a founding member 
of South Amboy Boat Club.  In addition he 
was a member of the Cloverleaf String Band 
in South Amboy for many years, as well as 
a guard at South Amboy Roller Rink.  Da-
vid Tutrone Jr., 63, of Parlin died on Aug. 
8.  He was ordained a deacon in '07, and 
served at St. Bernadette's Church in Parlin.  
Ed Jasionowski, 61, of Sayreville died on 
Aug. 9.  He was the Borough of Sayreville's 
Construction Official from 1990-97.  James 
"Cash" Brinamen Sr., 67, of South Amboy 
died on Aug. 10.  An avid SA Times reader, 
he was H.G. Hoffman High's Class President 
in '59.  Jim worked as a Maintenance Su-
pervisor with the NJ Turnpike for 39 years, 
and also coached in the South Amboy Little 
Fellas Baseball League.  Edward "Hank" 
Kozlowski, 87, of Morgan died on Aug. 
11.  He was Past Commander of Catholic 
War Veterans, Democratic Committeeman 
in Sayreville, and co-founder of the Morgan 
Panthers Pop Warner football team.  Dolores 
Hoover, 86, of Parlin died on Aug. 12.  She 
was a kind-hearted lady to so many people.  
God bless them all!

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.President of South Amboy Civic 

Association in 1969?  a.James Brennan b. 
Edmund Kaboski c.William Kurtz

2.What street was Norman's Tavern in 
Sayreville located on back in '83?  a.Liberty 
St. b.Main St. c.Washington Rd. 

3.President of South Amboy City Coun-
cil in '93?  a.Craig Coughlin b.Fred Henry 
c.Jim Reick

4.President of Morgan Lions Club in 
1979?  a.William Masterson b.Nick DeBiase 
c.Edward Anderson

5.A tornado caused damage in South 
Amboy on July 31st, what year?  a.1988 
b.1992 c.1999

6.On what street was Hercules Inc. 
in Sayreville located?  a.Minnisink Ave. 
b.Jernee Mill Rd. c.Horesehoe Rd.

7.St. Mary's Athletic Director in '70 
was?  a.Steve Nestinger b.Tom Rooney 
c.Gil Pritchard

8.In 1974, the 4-H Club of Sayreville 
was nicknamed?  a.Farmers b.Hilltoppers 
c.Roundabouts

9.Principal of Hoffman High in '72?  
a.John Olexa b.James Croddick c.Robert 
Bloodgood

10.In 1977, this tavern was located on 
Rt. 35 & Melrose Ave., Melrose?  a.Lagoda's 
b.Duffy's c.The Tunnel

11.President of South Amboy Irish 
American Association in '84?  a.Peter Kenny 
b.Mike O'Brien c.Ginny Tierney

12.President of Sayreville Historical 
Society in 1977?  a.Bonnie Downs b.Mary 
Krustinovich c.John Singer

Answers
1a 2b 3c 4c 5b 6a 7b 8c 9a 10b 

11c 12c.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Keyport IHOP

The Keyport IHOP is more than 
just a local restaurant.  The owners of 
this restaurant, Cliff and Mitzy Moore 
are very involved with the neighboring 
communities.  They donate gift certifi-
cates, money, food, and their time to local 
organizations to help others. Some of the 
major organizations they are involved in 
include Children’s Miracle Network, Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters of Monmouth 
County, Clean Ocean Action, The Key-
port Food Ministerium, and supporters 
of the National “Night Out” Community 
Block Parties in Keyport and Neptune. 
You can see the plaques, Mayor commen-
dations and awards all proudly displayed 
when you enter the restaurant.

You’ll see t-shirts that have been sub-
sidized for the Keyport 5K, Keyport Day 
Camp, the different parades throughout 
the year, as well as the practice shirts for 
some of the local schools with the Keyport 
IHOP logo.  Several Churches, Schools, 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and other non-
profit organizations have raised money 
through the Keyport and Neptune IHOP’s. 
Mitzy Moore says, “In the 5 years we’ve 
owned the restaurant, I don’t think we’ve 
turned down one donation request.”  Cliff 
Moore estimates the donations and con-
tributions made from their Keyport and 
Neptune IHOP’s top $250,000 since they 
purchased the restaurants.  He says, “We 
give back to our community because it’s 
these small Bayshore towns that keep us 
in business.  It’s our way of saying thank 
you we appreciate your business!”   “We 
know our customers have plenty of other 
choices and we need to serve better food, 

with better service at a higher value,” says 
Moore.  Cliff has been involved in the Key-
port Business Alliance, and is a stake holder 
in the Keyport Neighborhood Preservation 
Program and is involved in several other 
local networking and business organiza-
tions.  He serves a director on the board 
for the Northern Monmouth Chamber of 
Commerce and received the President’s 
Award this year for his contribution to the 
chamber and local businesses.     

The Keyport and Neptune IHOP’s 
have unique family oriented programs.  On 
Wednesdays, seniors 55 years and older 
get 50% off the menu and on Friday’s 
Kids Eat Free all day and are entertained 
by a cartoon character from 6-7:30. There 
is the Annual Breakfasts with the Easter 
Bunny in the spring and Breakfast with 
Santa at Christmas that keep families 
coming in again and again.  Large groups 
are always welcome and call ahead seating 
is available so you don’t have to wait as 
long at the restaurant.  The Keyport and 
Neptune IHOP’s are Open 24 Hours and 
accept other IHOP, diner and competitors 
coupons 7 days a week. 

 The Moore’s have a FACEBOOK 
page to keep their customers updated on 
events, the Cartoon Character schedule, 
specials and discount offers.  If you have 
FACEBOOK; search Keyport IHOP.  If 
you are not on FACEBOOK; visit www.
facebook.com/keyortihop and sign up for 
free to get the information! The Keyport 
IHOP is located at 106 Route 36 by Stop 
& Shop (732-264-2390). The Neptune 
IHOP is located at 2200 Route 66 by Home 
Goods 732-775-5608.  

Evening Prayer At St. Mary’s
Energized by Bishop Bootkoski’s call 

to be “Vibrant Parishes”, St. Mary’s will be 
celebrating Evening Prayer with Benedic-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament on Sunday 
August 30, 2009 at 7 PM as we look toward 
the VISION of the Parish. All are invited to 
attend. All are invited to spend some time in 

adoration and prayer before our Lord, present 
in the Blessed Sacrament on Sunday August 
30, 2009 from 1 to 7 PM.

Please come and spend some time in 
thanksgiving for all the Lord has given us.

For more information, please contact 
the Rectory Office at 732-721-0179.

The 11th Annual Hoffman HS Alumni Multi-Year Reunion was held on Aug. 16th at the 
Armory in Perth Amboy.  Over 80 graduates gathered to reminisce and have a fun-filled day 
that included dining, music, 50-50's, and visiting with old friends, while keeping the Purple 
& Gold spirit alive and well.  See The SA Times Sept. 19th issue for more great exclusive 
photos of the Reunion.  Don't miss it!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1974
By Tom Burkard

Hoffman High School's creative Class 
of '74 designed the cover of its yearbook to 
look like a crayon box.  It was dedicated 
to popular teacher Frances Inman.  A few 
other noteworthy teachers in 1974 included 
John Oleyar, Linda McCorkle, Michael 
Olszak, Patricia Coward, Patricia Van Dyk, 
Mary Ann Fortier, Robert Trent, and Nancy 
Smith.

John "Jack" Hulsart was President of 
the Senior Class; Patti Flynn-Vice President; 
Mike Medvar-Treasurer; Carmel Paduano-
Secretary.  Diane Abbatiello was President 
of the National Honor Society.  The Student 
Council was comprised of President-Lisa 
Papp; Vice President-Terry Wojciechowski; 
Treasurer-Mike Downs.

Who could forget the weekly Pretzel 
Sale or the exciting Columbus Day Foot-
ball Classic games, with the Hoffman girls 
trouncing St. Mary's 37-0, and the boys 
beating the Eagles 6-0?

The following are some of Hoffman's 
'74 grads selected randomly: Patti Apple-
gate, Mark Billich, Gloria Barna, Linda 
Bucelis, Albert Braun, Stella Bruno, Bar-

bara Conroy, Laura DeMaio, Jill Dennis, 
Kathy Ferencz, Maribeth Hackett, Linda 
Groholski, Lynn Hanaway, Axel Christopher 
Johnson, Diane Higgins, Nancy Kaboski, 
Richard Johnson, Robert Marcano, Bruce 
Mason, Sam Nemeth, Judith Paone, Robert 
Nicewicz, Sheila Polanski, James Powell, 
Mary Przybylski, Cheryl Schnacke, Allen 
Skrynka, Patricia Schmidt, Judith Sobush, 
Carmela Tarallo, Dawn Weaver, Michael 
Wurth, Terry Ziola.

Around the holidays in December 1973, 
the seniors probably wished that they could 
save "Time In A Bottle" and take a "Photo-
graph" to remember those truly wonderful 
days.  Incidentally, both aforementioned 
songs were number 1 hits in late '73.  

The Governors sports teams were tough 
as always, and there was plenty of talent 
including the following senior athletes: Bob 
Stillwagon, John Szatkowski, Mike Downs, 
Henry Wortley, Jack Hulsart, Tom Diem, Ray 
Poulsen, Charlie Lange, Kenny Booker.

The H.G. Hoffman High School Class of 
'74 was a really terrific group of people, who 
certainly have made their mark in society!

WWW.?

Does this building look familiar?  The establishment was home to at least three different 
businesses over the last 60-70 years.  How many business names do you recall?  Send 
your answers to: satimes@aol.com.  Good luck!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

July Winners
Last month's picture was of Designer 

Shirt Company, which was located on the 
corners of Main & Feltus Streets and Wash-
ington Ave.  The factory was probably about 
100 years old and housed several other busi-
nesses through the years.  Paul Bouchard Sr. 
of South Amboy, said that "The first owner 
was a store named Henry Wolf's Mercantile. 
My grandfather was a delivery man.  Next 
the building was Chatham Garment.  The last 
business was Designer Shirt Company, and 
there was also a sock manufacturer there."  
Nancy Reich said it was Jay Dee's, and that 

Last Call For Steer Inn!

could possibly be one of the other names.  
We haven't come across that one as of yet in 
our research, but it does sound familiar.

Others who correctly identified De-
signer Shirt Co. were W. Tom Kross, George 
& Betty Jo Kern, Claire Kuhn, Susan Lang, 
Don Zrebiec, Bill Certo.  Congratulations!   

Several people said that it was a tee 
shirt building, or old shirt factory, but all 
businesses have a name, and they did not 
submit one.

Whew!  The stories and answers keep 
coming, over 2 months after the Steer Inn 
was our WWW.? photo.  We didn't have room 
last month for former Sayreville resident 
John Mitsock's story, so here it goes: "I had 
my first job at Steer Inn at 16 in 1966.  My 
brother Tom Mitsock was the night manager.  
I remember getting 2 dollar bills in the eve-
ning when people were coming back from 
Freehold Raceway."   Former South Amboy 
resident, Carol Eldridge Westervelt was the 
last person, #66 to correctly identify Steer 
Inn.  She recalled that, "I remember it was 
pre-McDonald's and Burger King.  My fa-
ther just thought it was the greatest-- it was 

a family-treat to go there, and you couldn't 
beat the price!  The photo brought back some 
very nice memories with my family."

SA Times feature writer/correspondent 
from Georgia, Elaine Holton Scott said that 
she read the Steer Inn comments last month, 
and the one that mentioned that Don Buford 
was the manager was incorrect.  "In the 
mid-70's after it changed to Burger King, 
he worked as manager." She recalled going 
in there to try the "new" Whopper, and ran 
into him for the first time in many years, and 
"he was the manager," she stated.

Blast From The 
Past

The Sayreville Recreation Department's 
"Blast From The Past" Classic Car Show/
Music from the 50's, 60's, 70's will be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 12th at Kennedy Park 
from 6-10 p.m.  Featured bands will be 
The Rock Daddy's, and Roger Johnson & 
The Hub Caps.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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thing. I mean, on the radio shows instead of 
writing about great South Amboy bands from 
the past, I could do live interviews of Roger 
Johnson and the Hubcaps and talk about the 
dances they did in town in the early 50’s, 
of Eddie Dill and talk to him about playing 
in the fabulous Megaton band back in the 
60’s, or Ricky Jarusiewicz and his rocking 
Beatle band and actually play the songs they 
were discussing!

I could play peoples’ favorite songs 
right on the radio instead of just listing them. 
Now Mary Fern would get to hear Darling 
Lorraine, Ann Marie- Dedicated to the One I 
Love, Mary Rita-Do I Do by Stevie Wonder, 
Camille, Coal Miner’s Daughter. I could 
play the polkas that we heard at the Sacred 
Heart carnivals and sing a long oldies and 
get some people into the studio on Stevens 
Avenue to sing along with me. And, do I dare 
say it? With the TV 15 facilites we could 
actually do a live South Amboy Bandstand 
Show… Twist and Mashed Potato contests 
and all!!!!

I could get Tommy Burkard on and he 
could tell us what it was like to put out the 
first edition of The SA Times and what were 
some of the issues that meant the most to 
him. We could do a call-in show and have 
ex-patriate South Amboyans say “Hi” and 
tell us where they were listening from. We 

HENNY ON THE RADIO!!
 continued from page 1

DAV Service Officer Bob Macdonald (l) with Charles Englehardt (r), discuss Veterans Rights 
and Privileges at American Legion Lenape Post #211 in Sayreville.  (Photo by J. Springard, 
Post 211 Historian) 

Veterans Obtain Information
By J. Springard, Post 211 Historian

could do old time South Amboy trivia, Saint 
Mary’s and Hoffman High School trivia, 
music trivia, even do Feffer’s and Joe Smoke 
Shop trivia! And that settled it!

Last week I met with Stan, the station 
manager and Marty, the assistant manager 
and now it’s official. Starting on September 
14th, the Monday after Labor Day we will 
be running a test show on tape and be play-
ing it during the month as a promo. Then on 
October 5th, we will be going live on Monday 
nights from 7 to 10 pm right from the Raritan 
Bay Radio studio on Stevens Avenue!

In the meantime, I want you to go on 
your PC or laptop or BlackBerry or whatever 
you use to get on the internet, and I want you 
to find www.raritanradio.com and get used 
to listening to it. I want you to email the 
station any songs you want me to be playing 
on the show. They will be glad to get your 
input. Then I want you to go on TV 15 and 
imagine being back at the Sacred Heart or 
a Hoffman Summer dance, because we are 
definitely going to do it all again!

 HENNY THE DJ@AOL.COM

Flea Market-Aug. 22
St. Mary Church's Indoor Flea Market 

will take place again on Sat., Aug. 22.  The 
Flea Market will be held on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturday of each month, in the school caf-
eteria from 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The cafeteria 
is air-conditioned and food is available.  
There are many vendors including Avon, 
Mary Kay and Party Line! Stop by and take 
a walk around and see what the vendors and 
crafters have to offer!  For details please call 
Angel at 732-501-5133.

Nearly 100 veterans of World War II, 
Korea, Vietnam, and other conflicts were 
provided with information on Rights and 
Benefits by registering with representa-
tives of DAV Mobile Office Van; Veterans 

Administration Mobile Van; Veterans Ad-
ministration War Illness Outreach Office; 
Caldwell College on Education Benefits; 
and other local offices were available with 
services they provide.  The meeting was 
hosted by American Legion Lenape Post 
#211 in Sayreville.

Holy Name Offices 
Elected

Middlesex County Federation of Holy 
Name Societies elected the following officers 
for 2009/2010:  Jason Zjawiony, President; 
Ed Puchalski, Vice President/Treasurer; 
Rich Prevoznak, Secretary; Dave Dugasz, 
Marshal; Frank Marcelonis, Parliamentarian; 
Michael Myszka, Consultant.  Installation 
of officers will take place at 7 p.m. Mass 
on Wed., Sept. 23 at Holy Trinity Church, 
Lawrie & Johnstone Streets, Perth Amboy, 
by Rev. Chester Carina, County Federation 
Spiritual Director.  A buffet meal will be 
served in the church hall after the Mass.  The 
meeting will follow.  All County Federation 
Holy Name Societies are invited to attend.

Class Of '79 Plans 
Reunion

St. Mary's High School Class of 1979 is 
planning a 30th Reunion on Saturday, Sept. 
12 at Bart's Restaurant in Matawan from 
6-10 p.m.  Cost is $45 per person, includes 
food and entertainment.  There will also be 
a cash bar.  For further info, please contact: 
sa79eagles@yahoo.com.
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The bocci courts at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park are flooded nearly to the top after heavy 
rain on Sunday, August 9th.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

HD COLORS FROM THE PAST
By Elaine Holton Scott

HD TV now brings us colorful images 
more exaggerated and vivid than in true life.  
By pressing the power button on a remote 
control, our senses become filled by the clar-
ity, intensity, and richness of computerized 
colors on the screen.  For those of us who had 
grown-up in the “black and white” time of 
years ago, it had been different.  HD colors 
of the “real world” had no competition.

I remember how no color on earth had 
compared to the beauty of a blue sky on a 
day in spring, and the way in which the sky 
had seemed to be painted an orangey-red on 
sweltering hot summer evenings.   

I can easily recall the countless varia-
tions of nature’s greenery: the deep green of 
the little leaves of hedges lining front yards; 
the palette of green colored leaves on trees 
growing everywhere on undeveloped land; 
and all of the many shades of green in the 
cornfields and farmlands on both sides of 
Route 9 South.  I remember other greens, 
too:  the dark, wet green of  pickles for sale 
in wooden barrels; the matted green of Joe 
Jaskowiak’s painted school bus going slowly 
up and down the streets filled with fresh 
produce; the bright green of rubber garden 
hoses used for getting cool drinks of water 
on hot summer days; and the translucent, 
light green colored glass of empty Coca-Cola 
bottles collected for their 2-cent deposits.

I can still vividly recall the cherry red, 
grape, blueberry, orange, and lemon yellow 
colors of ice pops sold by the ice cream man 
for five cents apiece; the transparency of the 
pastel colored plastic streamers attached to 
the handle bars on girls’ bikes; the powdered 
pinkness of a fresh piece of Bazooka Bubble 
Gum; slightly darker pink in color than the 
flat gum packed with baseball cards; and the 
red colored tips on the white candy cigarettes 
we had “smoked.”

My mind’s eye clearly sees the deep blue 
color of our St. Mary’s school uniforms; the 
indigo blue ink in small glass ink bottles; 
the contrast of the black and white colors of 

Saddle Shoes; the orange glow of railroad 
flares lit along the tracks; the brown glass 
jugs filled with Clorox bleach; the brown 
colored garments worn by the Polish nuns 
of Sacred Heart; the “new” blue colored nail 
polish; white lipstick; the red suits, darkened 
by age and use, of the Salvation Army San-
tas in Perth Amboy; the yellow and black 
colors of Bomb Shelter signs, and the spots 
of dull rust which dotted their surface with 
the passage of time.

With nostalgia, I can recall the white 
uniforms worn by the milkmen and the 
creamy rich white of the milk they delivered 
in glass bottles; sun-bleached white sheets 
on clotheslines billowing in the wind; the 
permanently stiffened “whiter than white” 
bibs worn by the Sisters of Mercy; the white 
color of a new pair of Bucks popularized by 
a young Pat Boone; the pristine whiteness 
of newly fallen snow; and how liquid white 
shoe polish made our dirty sneakers look 
clean again.

I can remember, too, the shiny metallic 
gray of a new roof antenna; the drab grays of 
old ones; the black diesel fumes coming in 
big puffs from the tailpipes of the Marathon 
buses, much larger than the black emissions 
spewing from cars; the way a chunk of black 
coal dropped on the sidewalk by the coalman 
would look like a precious stone shining in 
the sun; how old-fashioned black tires had 
looked compared to the new white walls; 
and the sparkle of silver tinsel draping the 
boughs of a green Christmas tree.

HD colors from the past….highly 
defined colorful memories of a time long 
since gone.

Torrential Rains Douse Area
By Steve Schmid

The Summer of 2009 has been character-
ized by unusually heavy rains and cooler than 
normal temperatures.  On Sunday, August 
9, a series of thunderstorms brought heavy 
downpours, forcing curtailment of outdoor 
activities.  The rains forced postponement of 
the Independence Engine & Hose Company 
#1 Antique and Classic Car Show & Flea 
Market to Aug 9th.  

The rains also flooded the bocci courts 
at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park with several 

inches of water.  The sun came out late in 
the day, and conditions dramatically im-
proved.

55th Class Reunion
Sayreville War Memorial High School 

Class of 1954 will be holding a 55th Class 
Reunion on Saturday, Oct. 17 from 1-5 p.m. 
at the Buttonwood Manor, 845 Rt. 34, Ma-
tawan, NJ.  The cost is $60 per person and 
will include a 1-hour open bar, and a complete 
sit-down luncheon.  Please contact Janet 
Talbot at 732-238-1554 or Swmhs1954@
optimum.net for more information.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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Vintage Postcard

This postcard according to former South Amboy resident Bill Madeline, "Is probably from 
the 1930's or 40's."  It looked like a pretty good crowd at Mollie Salmon's Cocktail Lounge, 
which later became Ogan's on the corner of Main St. & Stevens Ave. (Photo courtesy of 
Bill Madeline)

Movies In The Park
“Madagascar” 9/12
The Sayreville Recreation Department's 
Movies In The Park will feature 
"Madagascar"-rated G, on Sept. 12th 
at Kennedy Park starting at 8 p.m.  
Admission is FREE, but bring your lawn 
chair!  Refreshments are available at 
the Food Court.  For info call 732-390-
7092/390-7096

Burger Joints No Longer In Existence

Hi Tom,
I no longer reside in South Amboy, buy 

my sister is always so kind to share her copy 
of The SA Times with me.  I have always 
enjoyed reading about all the people who I 
have known and the many familiar places 
and events that have been a part of my life 
growing up in South Amboy. 

I look forward to reading the next issue 
of The SA Times.

Cordially,
Carol Eldridge Westervelt
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
Last Saturday on my way home from 

visiting my friend in Sayreville, I stopped 
in Foodtown in South Amboy, and I just 
happened to pick up a newspaper.  I was 
so happy to see you were the publisher!   I 
read your article on our Class of 1969, and 
it made me so proud to read it.  Your com-
ments about those years at St. Mary's were 
ones I share, it was a magical time.

Best wishes for your continued success 
and hope I run into you, at least once at one 
of the affairs going on in South Amboy.

With Fond Memories,
Jean O'Brien-Reynolds
St. Mary's H.S. Class of 1969

Hi Tom,
Great job you have done with this 

newspaper!  Our kids at Sacred Heart and 
myself appreciate all the ink you give our 
team.  Hopefully, we will give you lots more 
to write about next year.

Thanks,
Bill Lewis

Hello,
Great newspaper!  I grew up in South 

Amboy and have family there.  A very close 
friend sends me a copy every month.  I pass 
it on to my folks in Florida.  The newspaper 
IS priceless!  I enjoy the web version now 
that I found it.  Nice to see all the photos 
crisp and clear.  My faves are the historical 
articles.

Thanks,
Dan Owens
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Thank You
The Sayreville Emergency Squad 

wishes to thank everyone who contributed, 
and continues to contribute, to our annual 
fund drive.  It is through your donations that 
our volunteer squad operates.

For the second quarter of 2009, the 
Squad answered a total of 619 emergency 
calls, including the successful resuscitation 
of an infant through CPR.  Top responders 
were Kevin Ott, John Szurlej, Matthew John-
sen, Jasmine Garcia, Katherine Jurkiewicz 
and Mary Novak.  The Squad also announces 
the graduation of 7 new members from the 
spring EMT Class.

Residents are welcome to call 732-
390-2923 for info about CPR and EMT 
classes.

Katherine Jurkiewicz
Sayreville Emergency Squad 
President

George Kern of South Amboy recalled 
Gino's on the corner of Rt. 9 South & Ernston 
Rd. being one of the most popular burger 

places years ago.  He also said that the owner 
of the franchise, Gino Marchetti, who was 
a great football player with the Baltimore 
Colts, attended the grand opening.

Nancy Reich said that "I was told by 
my family that in the 60's on the corner of 
Rt. 35 and Morgan Ave. in Morgan, stood a 
stand known as Jean's.  It stood where the 
gas pipeline is today.  You could get a burger, 
ice cream cone or a beer.  It would probably 
do well in 2009!"
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Golden Rule Christian Center Camp and Day Care children take time out of their busy day 
for a photo.  The Camp is for school age children, After Care-ages 6-13, Pre-School/Day 
Care ages 18 months to 5 years old.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

25 Years Ago
Sayreville #2 In State

1984- Sayreville War Memorial High 
School captured 2nd place in the state for 
their Olympics of the Mind entry, a car 
powered by a mousetrap!  Team members 
were Gail Travisano, Melissa Eberle, Steve 
Maldony, Jim Curatto, Jeff Scott, Marc Hu-
guenin, Maritza DiSciullo.  Highly creative 
minds! 

Sayreville Fitness 
Classes

Sayreville Recreation Dept is now tak-
ing registrations for Boot Camp, Zumba, 
Pilates and more! . Men and Women are wel-
come.  Classes begin mid September. Cost 
for most classes are 8 weeks for $60.00 For 
a schedule of all classes, descriptions, times 
and days call Denise at 732-525-9536 or 
send an email  to Zumbasayreville@yahoo.
com Location: Samsel Upper Elementary 
School Earnston Road, Sayreville.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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South Amboy Recreation Department's Park Counselors for 2009 were: Back row (l-r) 
Nicholas Biesiada, Jared Gonsalves, Brittany Biesiada, Kaleigh DeLucca, Katey Charmello, 
Colin DeLucca.  Front row (l-r) Chris Del Prete, Jackie Keegan, Victoria Russell, Alison 
Lampart, Kristin Housman.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Recreation Department Summer Arts & Crafts Staff
The City of South Amboy Recreation 

Department sponsors the Summer Arts & 
Crafts Program at four parks for the entertain-
ment of our youngsters. The program began 
Monday, June 22, 2009 and runs through to 
Friday, July 31, 2009.

The city would like to intoduce the 
counselors who work at these parks and 
their Supervisor.

Karen Charmello Koestler, Assistant 
Recreation Supervisor, started with the 
program in 1985 as a Counselor, moving 
up to her current position in 1988.

Alison Lampart, DAVID STREET 
PARK, is a 2004 graduate of South Amboy 
HS and is a current graduate of Kean Uni-
versity. This is Alison’s final year with the 
program.

Jared Gonsalves, SOUTH PINE AV-
ENUE PARK, is a 2003 graduate of South 
Amboy HS and is attending Kean University 
majoring in Psychology. This is Jared’s final 
year with the program.

Kristin Housman, HUGHES/BROWN 
PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 2005 
graduate of Cardinal McCarrick HS and is 
attending Kean University majoring in Early 
Childhood. This is Kristin’s fifth year with 
the program.

Jaclyn Keegan, AUGUST CHARM-
ELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is 
a 2005 graduate of South Amboy HS and 
is attending Kean University majoring in 
Social Work. This is her fourth year with 
the program.

Adam Szatkowski, AUGUST CHARM-
ELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, 
is a 2007 graduate of Christian Brothers 
Academy and is attending Florida Southern 
College majoring in Athletic Training. AJ has 
been with the program three years.

Brittany Biesiada, SOUTH PINE AV-
ENUE PARK, is a 2007 graduate of Cardinal 
McCarrick HS and is attending Seton Hall 
University majoring in English. This is 
Brittany’s third year with the program.

Victoria Russell, AUGUST CHARM-
ELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is 
a 2008 graduate of South Amboy HS and is 
attending Middlesex County College. This is 
Victoria’s second year with the program.

Kaleigh DeLucca, DAVID STREET 

PARK, is a 2008 graduate of South Amboy 
HS and is attending Middlesex County 
College. This is her second year with the 
program.

Katey Charmello, HUGHES/BROWN 
PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 2008 
graduate of South Amboy HS and is attend-
ing Stockton College. This is Katey’s second 
year with the program.

Andrea Herdman, HUGHES BROWN 
PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 2009 
graduate of South Amboy HS and will be 
attending Rowan University, majoring in 
Radio/TV/Film in the fall. Andrea was a 
Community Service Counselor with our 
program for four years, this is her first year 
as an official counselor.
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This smoke stack at the chemical plant, which was located 
near the South Amboy Explosion site, took a direct hit from 
a large piece of the anchor.  I was informed that a 50-foot 
section was removed.  (Photo/caption by Bill Garnett)

Remembering The South Amboy Explosion-Part 4
By Bill Garnett

Well, we have finally arrived to the last part of the South 
Amboy Explosion (Thank God!), it's time to put this story 
to bed.  In closing, I talked to 2 City residents who between 
them have served the City of South Amboy for over 100 
years, Joe Kudelka, and Frank "Inky" Norek.  I also had an 
opportunity to speak with a wonderful lady, Elena Wahler, 
a lifelong resident of Rosewell Street.

Joe Kudelka (Retired Superintendent of Public Works/
Building Inspector

"I was a foreman working at a plant in the Chrome 
section of Carteret.  I just sat down to eat my dinner, when 
I was lifted up a little into the air.  I did not know what was 
going on until Ernie Sherry, another South Amboy resident, 
came up to me and said we should head back home, he 
had heard on the radio that there was a large explosion in 
South Amboy.  

I notified the boss we were leaving and headed for South 
Amboy.  But, I had a real hard time getting into town because 

So now with a handful of volunteers, we went to get 
the ambulance out, but the explosion knocked the garage 
doors off their track, and we could not open them.  After 
40 minutes, we had the ambulance out and were looking 
for the wounded.

People were starting to wander over to the First Aid 
building seeking medical attention.  Mary Farley Stratton, 
R.N., and I set up 2 tables and began to treat the wounded 
in our portable emergency room.  We helped as many as we 
could, and the ones who really needed extensive medical 
attention were transported to the hospital.  The line of victims 
stretched about 50 yards up First St.  One man named Bill 
Anderson, who was around 70 years old, was blown out his 
window into a yard.  He lived on the corner of First St. and 
North Broadway in back of Credico's old Barber Shop.  After 
the line died down, we started to go door to door, making 
sure everyone was alright, while the ambulance was down 
at the explosion site, assisting the wounded."

Frank continued to tirelessly work and serve the com-
munity over the next couple of days, and did not return 
home until 4 a.m. Monday morning.

When remembering facts from an event that happened 
over 59 years ago, some of the stories might be slightly altered 
or just a little skewered, but in the long run, the stories are 
as accurate as one could possibly remember.

I would like to thank each and every one of you for 
inviting me into your homes, and reaching back 59 years 
in our memory, and sharing your stories with me.  There 
were a lot of people who called me or sought me out, will-
ing to share their experiences.  I am sorry I could not get 
every one in, but I will make a deal with you.  If you stick 
around long enough for the next explosion, I promise to get 
your story in print. 

emergency vehicles had the streets blocked off.  When I ar-
rived at my home, I found all the windows had been blown 
out.  My mother was sitting in her chair in the living room, 
and I just got up to check on my niece in her crib, when 
the front door blew in on her chair, and there was glass all 
about.  My father was not so lucky.  He was in his chair 
when the china closet came down on top of him.  Some of 
the dishes came out and were broken, but all in all, he was 
not hurt.  I remember a radio station got into town and were 
conducting a live remote from the back of Frank's Appliance 
Store at 121-123 North Broadway.  The gentleman's name 
who was doing the show was Martin Block."

Elena Wahler (Lifelong Rosewell St. resident, age 13 
at the time)

I was in Lou's Bakery at the time.  My mother sent me 
up to buy a strawberry shortcake.  I thought some trays fell 
in the back room, but then the front plate glass window blew 
out into the street.  I ran all the way home to find all the 
windows blown out, and there were people everywhere.  I 
remember seeing a yellow mushroom cloud rise way up in 
the sky.  My Uncle Jim Nemeth, was over our house and was 
in the process of leaving, and when he reached for the door, 
it was blown all the way across the room.  He would always 
say, It was the first time I ever had the front door handed to 
me."  Elena took refuge for the night over in Mechanicsville 
with relatives, and returned home the next day.

Frank "Inky" Norek (Retired Police Sergeant, member 
of South Amboy First Aid)

"I was around 20 years old at the time of the explosion.  
I was on Main St., and Stevens Ave., when the explosion 
took place.  I had 2 girls with me and we were heading to 
Perth Amboy to do some shopping.  I immediately knew 
something bad had happened because the car was moved 
sideways from the percussion of the blast.  I told the girls 
to take the car and go in the other direction as far as you 
can.  I did not see my car until 4 days later."

Frank went from being a lucky man having 2 girls 
out on a date, to in a matter of seconds losing the 2 girls 
and his car in the process.  "I ran down to the old First Aid 
building on First St., and as I arrived the sky started raining 
debris from the blast.  Mud, pieces of wood, steel, chunks 
of concrete and even a section of the anchor rained down.  
It took about 3 minutes for the material to start falling down 
to earth.  I took shelter in Harold McLaughlin Sr.'s car that 
was parked near the First Aid building.  His car sustained 
some damage, and his windshield was broken.  It all stopped 
in about 5 minutes.

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their first monthly 

meeting for the 2009-2010 season on Friday, September 4, 
2009 at 2PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. The meeting will 
begin with a short prayer service followed by the business 
meeting. Plans will be made for upcoming programs at the 
meetings as well as planned trips. Dues of $5.00 will also 
be collected at this meeting. All seniors are invited to at-
tend. Light refreshments will be served after the meeting. 
For information or questions related to our group, please 
contact Teri at (732) 727-7639.



1�   August ��, �009   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Ice Cream Memories
Former South Amboy resident John Phillips enjoyed 

last month's story on "Ice Cream, You Scream," and the 
remembrance of  "Johnny The Ice Cream Man".  John said 
that, "I think he came from Perth Amboy.  I remember him 
in the late 40's and early 50's ringing his bell below the 
tracks (lower David, Henry, John Streets, etc.).  However, 
we called him "Johnny The Gipper"….Small portions and 
watch your change.  He had 2 flavors, Chocolate and Va-
nilla, but we looked forward to hearing his bell, it meant 
summer was here."

SA native, Joe "Jesko" Jaskowiak, now living in Califor-
nia, said that he remembered walking up the railroad tracks 
with the Mechanicsville kids to Dairy Maid on Washington 
Rd., having a milk shake, and getting sick the next morning 
from it.  He also remembered calling "Johnny The Ice Cream 
Man," "Popsie John."  In addition Joe said he recalled "Bill 
from Good Humor, and Jack O'Toole from Mr. Softee.  I 
really wanted to win that contest with the Parakeet.  There 

was an ice cream truck called Carnival Bar, and I came out with the joke, 'Carnival Bar,' 
looks more like a circus!  I can't remember the Italian ice truck though.  I just remember 
being happy hearing the bells or the music when the trucks went by.  What about getting ice 
from "Smokey" Ryan when he brought the milk around in his Forsgate Farms truck?" 

The 2nd Annual Eddie Shots Barbecue Fundraiser for Autism was held on Aug. 15th at Todd's 
Dugout in South Amboy.  Pictured with owner Todd Norton are members of the committee, 
who did an excellent job for a most worthwhile cause.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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The burning shell of the Morro Castle luxury liner is pictured after it drifted to the beach at 
Asbury Park after catching fire at sea.  Crowds lined the boardwalk and beach to view the 
vessel, which ran aground not far from Asbury Park's Convention Hall.
(Photo by the late Louis R. Clayton, courtesy of Anna Harris Friberg)

The Morro Castle Fire
75 Years Ago ~ Sept. 8, 1934

 By Tom Burkard ~ Contributor Anna Harris Friberg

The Morro Castle, a 4-year old luxury 
liner was due to dock in New York on Sat-
urday, Sept. 8, 1934, on the return leg of a 
cruise to Havana.  The vessel was carrying 
318 passengers and 231crew.

On Friday evening, Sept. 7, 1934, some 
vacationers partied, while others remained 
in their rooms due to sea sickness, caused by 
very rough waters from a raging near-hur-
ricane storm.  The nightmare began when 
the captain died suddenly, and then a fire 
started, which would leave 134 dead.

The fire was found at close to 4 a.m., 
Saturday morning, and went out of control 
throughout the ship.  Everyone was trying 
to escape, some by lifeboats, but most jump-
ing into the very rough sea.  There were 
people trapped in their rooms.  At the time, 
The Morro Castle was a few miles off the 
NJ coast around the Spring Lake/Sea Girt 
area.  SOS signals were sent, and ships at sea 
moved to help with the rescue.  People on 
shore were alerted and could see the burning 
vessel through the storm.  The Asbury Park 
Evening Press reported that the shore area 
turned out to care for survivors "who landed 
through the heavy surf along a 10-mile stretch 
of beach."  Survivors were taken to Spring 
Lake Police Headquarters, and those in need 

of immediate medical attention were taken 
to the hospital.

The waves were up to 15 feet high and 
hampered rescue boats, which included 
Coast Guard boats, commercial fishing boats 
and private cabin cruisers, who all worked 
valiantly to save lives. Rescuers pulled 
many living and dead from the raging ocean.  
Lifeguards dove into the huge waves to save 
people struggling to get to shore.  Bonfires 
were started along the beach to serve as 
beacons for swimmers.

The dead were taken to Camp Moore, 
the National Guard encampment in Sea Girt, 
where a temporary morgue was set up.

The burning shell of The Morro Castle 
drifted to Asbury Park, and came to rest 
almost touching Convention Hall.  Local 
firefighters battled the blazing ship for two 
days, before halting the fire.  The South 
Amboy First Aid Squad was one of many 
rescue units on the scene to help with the 
disaster.

The burned-out hulk was later towed 
to Baltimore, Maryland and cut up into 
scrap metal.

*A special thank you to Anna Harris 
Friberg for sharing this information with 
The SA Times for the reading pleasure of 
its loyal readers.    

MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR
On July 20, the Sadie Pope Dowdell 

Library held their very successful Murder 
Mystery Dinner, MAGICAL MYSTERY 
TOUR, with almost 70 attendees!  After a 
very delicious dinner, sponsored by Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken and Checkers – both 
from Route 9 in Old Bridge, dessert was 
served and the cold case murder was solved 
by the “Sleuths” with “Seven Ladies and a 
Dude” the runners-up. The best costume 
prize was won by Marilyn Cipollari; the 
best character actress was won by Shelly 
Samuels.  Laurie Dudley won the Grand 
Door Prize.  Sovereign Bank from Route 9 in 
Sayreville donated a savings bond as a prize 
for the best costume.  Craig Incalcaterra, the 
manager of Macys of South Plainfield loaned 
the library decorations from store displays; 
Shelly Samuels also donated prizes for the 
evening.  

Character actors who made the murder 
mystery exciting included: Caylea Iremonger 
as Inspector Iremonger, Tim Rager as Joe 
the Snitch, Tom Burkard as The Reporter, 
Gail Tanski as Bridget, the Governor’s 
Daughter, LeShawn Anderson as Ginger 
the Journalist, Marilyn Cipollari as Liz 
Morgan, Captain Morgan’s ancestor, Shelly 
Samuels as Sherlock Shelly the Investigator, 
and Elaine Gaber as Sadie Pope Dowdell, 
Library Director, and last, but not least – the 
murder victim???

The MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR 
Creators included Caylea Iremonger, Shelly 
Samuels, Janet Simeone and Elaine Gaber; 
Logistics were accomplished by Nancy 
and James Charmello, Barbara Bringman, 
Clarita Del Rosario, Vivian Zito, and Megan 
Jackson.

For those of you who couldn’t make it, 
the back story went like this… On April 1, 
1660, Captain Morgan left Jamaica aboard 
the “Rum Runner” and set a course to Sandy 
Hook to find a haven free from tropical 
storms to bury his gold.  On board, was his 
motley crew of twenty able-bodied seamen 
and some cats.   Unfortunately, a vicious 
spring storm hit and pushed the “Rum Run-
ner” further west.  When morning broke, 
they discovered that the privateer ship was 
aground in a bay later called Raritan; after 
the Raritans, the Lenape tribe who lived in 
the vicinity. “Well, shiver me timbers,” said 
the buccaneer.  Because the beach was only 
a few feet away, they decided to anchor until 
they could push off at high tide.  Since this 
was a good a spot as any, they’d decided 
to bury the gold doubloons and marked 
the treasure map accordingly.  Years later, 
Captain Morgan was appointed Lt. Governor 
of the Jamaican colony, but died before he 
could back to claim his treasure.  Thus, the 
treasure map disappeared for three hundred 
years, when it was discovered behind an oil 
painting at the South Amboy Library!  In 
the summer of 1969, a break-in occurred at 
midnight - an oil painting was stolen - and a 
body was found the next morning…

Watch for upcoming fall events on the 
library’s web page at www.dowdell.org!

The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library is 
adjacent to the South Amboy High School 
off O’Leary Boulevard.  The library can be 
contacted at 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

Class Of '69 Reunion
St. Mary's H.S. Class of 1969 is hop-

ing to run a 40th Reunion in October or 
November.  We are seeking current e-mail/ 
home addresses or phone numbers of class-
mates, who are interested in attending this 
monumental event.  Plans are in the works 
for a very informal/affordable affair.  If 
anyone has information on any of the '69 
graduates, please contact The SA Times at 
732-727-0398 or via e-mail: mrpublisher1@
cs.com.  You may also contact Joe Casey at: 
jcasey@aol.com.

OLV Women’s Club
The OLV Women’s Club will hold their 

September meeting on Monday, September 
14, 2009 at 7PM in lower meeting room 
#2. Plans will be discussed for programs 
and speakers during the year. All women 
ages 21 and over are invited to attend. For 
information or questions related to our group 
please contact Barbara Sorenson at (732) 
727-2208.



1�   August ��, �009   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Rumbles From The '98 Rock 'N' Roll 
Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski

#1 Pop Hits On 
Aug. 22
1994-Stay-Lisa Loeb & 9 Stories
1988-Roll With It-Steve Winwood
1972-Alone Again-Gilbert O'Sullivan
1969-In The Year 2525-Zager & Evans
1959-A Big Hunk O' Love-Elvis Presley

#1 Top Country Hits 
On Aug. 22
1991-You Know Me Better Than That-
George Strait
1980-Tennessee River-Alabama
1975-Wasted Days & Wasted Nights-Freddy 
Fender
1966-Almost Persuaded-David Houston
1952-A Full Time Job-Eddy Arnold

One Hit Wonders
50 Years Ago

1959-Gotta Travel On-Billy Gram-
mer; The All-American Boy-Bill Parsons; 
The Little Space Girl-Jesse Lee Turner; 
I've Had It-The Bell Notes; Sea Cruise-
Frankie Ford; Pink Shoe Laces-Dodie 
Stevens; Kookie, Kookie (Lend Me Your 
Comb)-Edd Byrnes; Sorry (I Ran All The 
Way Home)-The Impalas; Only You-Frank 
Pourcel's French Fiddles; So Fine-The Fies-
tas; Bongo Rock-Preston Epps; Hushabye-
The Mystics; You're So Fine-The Falcons; 
Waterloo-Stonewall Jackson; Here Comes 
Summer-Jerry Keller; Sea Of Love-Phil 
Phillips With The Twilights; Say Man-Bo 
Diddley; Battle Hymn Of The Republic-The 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir; Deck Of Cards-
Wink Martindale; The Enchanted Sea-The 
Islanders; Woo-Hoo-The Rock-A-Teens; 
In The Mood-Ernie Fields; Uh!  Oh!  Part 
2-The Nutty Squirrels. 

YouTube.Com
By Tom Burkard

Music Trivia
Gone Too Soon

By Tom Burkard

1.__Time In A Bottle a.Jimi Hendrix
2.__ Billie Jean b.Elvis Presley
3.__Peggy Sue c.Jim Croce
4.__Me And Bobby McGee d.Michael Jackson
5.__All Along The Watchtower e.Buddy Holly
6.__People Are Strange f.Daniel Fogelberg
7.__(Sittin' On) The Dock Of The Bay g.Janis Joplin
8.__Lovin' You h.Jim Morrison
9.__Chantilly Lace i.Otis Redding
10._Don't Cry Daddy j.Minnie Riperton
11._La Bamba k.Big Bopper
12._Longer l.Ritchie Valens
13._Poor Little Fool m.John Denver
14._Dream A Little Dream Of Me n.Ricky Nelson
15._Annie's Song o.Mama Cass

Answers
1c 2d 3e 4g 5a 6h 7i 8j 9k 10b 11l 12f 13n 14o 15m.

Hey you Rock 'N' Rollers, Sock Hop-
pers, and Motorheads.  Put on your jeans, 
t-shirts, poodle skirts, put a big 'X' on Sat., 
Sept. 12 on your calendars cause Sayreville's 
"Blast From The Past" will be rockin' in Ken-
nedy Park starting at 6 p.m.  The brainchild 
of Sayreville Recreation Department's Mr. 
Jerry Ust, will feature a full-blown Custom 
Car/Hot Rod Show, D.J. and two, yup, 2 
live bands to bring you back to the fabulous 
50's and take you right thru to the 70's!  
Sayreville's first-ever garage band, Roger 
Johnson and The Hubcaps (1958), featur-
ing Mr. Roger Johnson, Eddie Dill and Mr. 
Frank Josnie (The original crew) along with 
honorary members Frankie "F-Boy" Dill 
and yours truly helping to belt out some real 
good 50's Rock 'N' Roll.  D.J. Richie Hart 
will spin the hits too, then The Rockdaddys 

with the Fee Brothers, Tim and Frannie, will 
reunite with the original Rockdaddys format 
consisting of Richie Standowski on keys, 
Emmie Jones on bass, and Clem Skarzynski 
on guitar. They will be performing all the 
"Block Dance, Classic Rock" of the 60's and 
70's!  And Basement Audio's Emerson Jones 
will provide the "rockin sound system" to 
carry the music to the crowd.  Expect to see 
some "special guests" too!

All that and food!  Dancing!  And an 
Outdoor Movie in the park too!  So, fire up 
the rat rod, put those Lucky Strikes in your 
sleeve and head on down for a "Blast From 
The Past."  Local Hot Rod/Custom Car 
Club, "Just Us Cruisers" will be on hand 
and all Rod & Sled & Custom Car owners 
are welcome!

Be there---or be square, Daddy-O!

Be a Part of the Basie
"Bike for the Basie" 

Roger Johnson & The Hubcaps

The Rock Daddys

For any of you music lovers who haven't 
discovered it yet, YouTube.com is the place 
to go.  There is nothing like it anywhere, 
and it brings you clips of just about any 
entertainer who has ever performed.  You 
can see old concert clips, TV performances 
and so much more.

Recently, I've been really enjoying rari-
ties by Bon Jovi, Springsteen, The Beach 
Boys, The Beatles, Elvis, The Dave Clark 
Five, and Barry McGuire, who at 71 years 
has a sequel to his 1965 #1 hit, "Eve of 
Destruction."  It's called "Eve 2012" and 
the lyrics/video really echo what's happen-
ing in the world today.  You really have to 
see this one.

Another band that really surprised me 
was Status Quo.  Who?  Status Quo.  This 
band can really rock, and has done quite 
well throughout the years, even after only 
one hit in the USA, "Pictures of Matchstick 

Men."  They have lots of solid songs on 
Youtube.com.

For you former rock 'n' rollers from the 
'60's, check out "Garage Bands From The 
1960's."  There are many excellent bands, 
that never made it big, but should have if 
only they had gotten a break. 

YouTube.com is lots of fun, and loads of 
entertainment for music fans everywhere.  If 
you haven't visited yet, take the trip, and I'm 
sure you'll go back again…and again…and 
again.

 The Second Annual Bike for the Basie 
event is being held at Fort Hancock at Sandy 
Hook on Saturday, September 26, 2009. 
Registration and breakfast are at 8:00 a.m. 
with the ride beginning at 9:00 a.m. with 
your choice of three courses, the "Easy Rider 
Course" is a 5 to 7 mile cruise with minimal 
traffic, the "Tour de Hook" course takes 
you through th 15-20 miles of Sandy Hook 
and Fort Hancock, and this year a "Kiddie 
Course" was added for younger riders. 

Participants receive a goody bag with 
a commemorative t-shirt, and following the 
ride, enjoy a picnic lunch. 

 "We are trying to attract people who 
are a little intimidated by a 40-plus mile 
bike tour. Instead, we want to get families 
and people out on a shorter ride on their 
bicycle to enjoy beautiful Sandy Hook, Fort 
Hancock and the light-house," said Alice 
Nelon, Event Chair.

 Your participation in the Second Annual 
Bike for the Basie is a terrific way to support 
the Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank, which 
is a non profit organization.

 Registration rates available include: the 
family package at $100, adult riders at $50, 
and children 12 and under at $25. There are 
various sponsorship opportunities available 
as well, they include: Event, Picnic, T-Shirt, 
Mechanic Station and Water Sponsors. A 
portion of the registration and sponsorship 
fees are tax-deductable. 

Sponsors for the event include Anony-
mous, Bike Haven, Crazees, Highlands 
First Aid Squad, Ichabod's Bar & Grille, 
RBC Wealth Management, Red Bank Bead 
Company, SchneiderNelson.com, Seacoast 
Builders Corporation, Peggy and Matt Sha-
fai, Shebell & Shebell, Synergy Hot Yoga, 
and Whole Foods Market. 

A kick off party will be held for those 
21 and over at Ichabod's in Sea Bright the 
night before, September 25th at 6:00 p.m. 
The rain date for the bike event is Sunday, 

September 27th. 
For more information contact Alice Nel-

son at 732-842-8778 x109 or email member-
ship@countbasietheatre.org. To download 
registration forms or for complete details 
please visit www.CountBasieTheatre.org. 
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Protection Fire Company was the unbeaten 2009 SAYAA Minors Division Champions.  
Back row (l-r) Coach Bob Nebus, Coach John Szpara, Nick Krimin, Manager Paul Kenny, 
Coach Bob Krimin.  Middle row (l-r) Andrew Kenny, John Szpara, Brandon Gergits, Justin 
Lewis, Ryan O'Leary.  Front row (l-r) Bobby Nebus, Terrence Green, Christian Conrad, Tyler 
DeWorth.  Missing from photo is Matt Smith.  (Photo by John E. Szpara) 

Frog Hollow Wins Title
The Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club's 

swim team captured first place in the 'B' Divi-
sion (Red) in the NJ Swimming and Diving 
Conferences.  The talented club finished with 
a fine 7-1 record.

Coach Georgann Tice had many out-
standing members on her squad including 
Maureen McKenna, Stephen Deleo, Matt 
Zebrowski, Tara Lenahan, Elizabeth Kac-
zmarek, Celia Kottakis, Nick Colatrella, 
Anna Kottakis, Arek Moczulski, Rachel 
Lutz, Skyler Lutz, Dan Lewis, Frankie As-
tarita, Paul Tomaszewski, Derek Astarita, 
Rachel Abadie, Jordan Policari, Patrick 
Astarita, Kasper Moczulski, Joe Astarita, 
Mike Astarita, Sebastian Moczulski, Jane 
Pruczkowski, Megan O'Donnell, Jack Mc-
Cabe, Ava Lynch, Leah Policari, Anthony 
Tramantana, Anthony Seraji, Gianna Poli-

cari, Ryan Zucker, Peter Zalewski, Kasey 
Steinberg, Robbie Masterson, Aubrey Deleo, 
Kaelee Colatrella, Breanne Behr, Riley 
O'Brien, Sonny Gottstine, Rebecca Tomasze-
wski, Haley Tomaszewski, Alyxa Olsen, 
Grace McCrone, Ethan Dobrynski, Sydney 
Devoe, Nick Behr, Erin O'Donnell, Louise 
McCrone, Zack Kaczmarek, Taylor Fried-
man, Joe Gottstine, Lizzy Hogan, Brandon 
Hornlein, Savanna Januzzi.

Coach Tice's outstanding assistant 
coaches are Shannon McKenna, Rachel 
Abadie and Maureen McKenna.  

Congratulations to coaches and mem-
bers of the Frog Hollow 2009 championship 
team!

Legion Standouts
The American Legion Luke A. Lovely 

Post #62, South Amboy, under Coach Don 
Applegate, had a tough season (4-17), but 
several players excelled including Joe Se-
pelyak, Joe Caria, Craig Warzecha, Mark 
Richter, Ryan Smith and Joe Lunger.  They 
turned in a productive year, and were recog-
nized for their efforts by the Legion.

The Legion also sponsored a Junior 
team for the first time, and they turned in 
a (9-11) record, so the future should be 
looking brighter.  Talented players moving 
up next year to the Seniors include right-
handed pitcher Joe Lunger, right fielder 
Carlos Napoles, and right-handed pitcher 
Dustin DeVoe.

Shaquille Vs. 
Manley

Bruce Manley, who is a trick basketball 
shot artist, has finally gotten noticed with an 
unbelievable clip on Youtube.com.  NBA 
superstar Shaquille O'Neal saw Manley, and 
was in total awe, and issued a challenge to 
play him in a game of horse for $1,000.  

This should be something to see on TV 
in a couple of months, but in the meantime, 
take a look at Bruce Manley Trick Basketball 
Shots on Youtube.com., and let us know if 
you think he really makes these awesome 
shots.

Sayreville Girls Win Tourney
The Sayreville U12 Girls defeated 

Fords, 8-2 to capture the U12 Champion-
ship of the Sayreville Athletic Association 
Tournament.  Sayreville defeated South 
Amboy to advance to the championship 
game as the tournament’s #2 seed vs. #1 
seeded Fords, who was previously unbeaten.  
Sayreville trailed 2-0 entering the 5th inning, 
when they scored their first run.  The girls 
tacked on another run in the 6th inning and 
then exploded for 6 runs in the top of the 
7th to complete their dramatic come from 

behind win!
 The Sayreville team was coached by 

Mike Povelaitis, Steve Villano and Andy Pa-
risio.  The Sayreville U12 Girls are Brittany 
Clayton, Marissa Dundas, Paige Fernandez, 
Paige Gallagher, Keelyn Leonard, Caitlyn 
Marcal, Amanda Marcinczyk, Amber 
Morgan, Brianna Parisio, Alexa Povelaitis, 
Megan Quinlan, Heather Sootkoos and 
Lianne Villano.

Congratulations to all on a great tour-
nament!

Back Row left to right: Coaches Andy Parisio, Mike Povelaitis Amanda Marcinczyk, Paige 
Fernandez, Keelyn Leonard, Amber Morgan, Paige Gallagher, Brittany Clayton, Lianne 
Villano and coach Steve Villano.
Front Row left to right: Marissa Dundas, Alexa Povelaitis, Caitlyn Marcal, Megan Quinlan, 
Heather Sootkoos, Brianna Parisio. (Photo/Story submitted)

Congratulations to the Sure-Hit Home Improvements softball team on winning the Sayreville 
Men's Division A softball championship.  This is the 3rd consecutive year that this squad has 
accomplished this feat.  The games were played on July 12th at Waterfront Park.  Pictured 
Top row (l-r) Jay Casoff, Chuck Ford, Eddie Fulham, Dominic Esposito, Steve Lopez, Patrick 
Riporti, Matt Ryan, Team Sponsor-Thomas Ryan, Clint Murray.  Bottom row (l-r) Pat Walsh, 
Jim Jimenez, Bob Prusakowski, Travis McCray, Patrick Kiernan, Chuck Prusakowski, Mike 
Walker.  (Photo by Kathy Lopez)
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Yard Sale
The Lighthouse Bay Recreation 

Association is organizing a community-  
wide Garage Sale for Saturday September 26, 
with a rain date for the following day, Sep-
tember 27. All are welcome to browse the bar-
gains in the Lighthouse Bay/Harbor Village 
neighborhood between 9:00 am and  4:00 pm. 
In association with this garage sale, 
some of the children of the Lighthouse 
Bay community will run drink stands by 
their homes to help raise funds for the 
South Amboy First Aid Squad.  They 
are hoping for some brisk business! 

Trip to Doylestown
Our Lady of Victories Parish is spon-

soring a trip to Our Lady of Czestochowa 
in Doylestown, Pennsylvania on Sunday, 
September 6, 2009. The bus will leave the 
parish lower parking lot at 9AM and return 
at 6PM. The price of the trip is $35.00 which 
includes bus transportation, admission to the 
festival, and light refreshments on the bus.

The Polish Festival has a Mass either 
in Polish or English. There will be music, 
dancing, and a variety of activities through-
out the day. Contact Geri at (732)257-4351 
by August 25th. 

Sayreville Day 
Book Sale

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will hold a book sale on Sunday, 
September 13, 2009 from 10AM – 4PM at 
the Sayreville Day event at Kennedy Park 
on Washington Road in Parlin. The rain 
date for the event is Sunday, September 20, 
2009. A bag of books can be purchased for 
$5.00. Bags will be furnished by the Friends’ 
group. The Friends will be accepting dona-
tions starting on Monday, August 24th to 
Saturday, September 12th at the Sayreville 
Public Library on Washington Road. Books 
published after 2000 are welcomed. No 
magazines, condensed books, textbooks, or 
encyclopedias will be accepted for donation. 
Books can be dropped off at the Friends’ 
mailbox. Additional information is available 
by calling (732) 727-0192.

Dowdell Events

Join us at the Dowdell Library of South 
Amboy (adjacent to High School/Middle 
School) for our upcoming Youth Program-
ming Events!  Registration for our Be Cre-
ative/Express Yourself Summer Reading 
Club is ongoing, please sign-up if you are 17 
or younger, & a library member, or eligible 
to be a member!

Monday Tot Times, ages 0-2 @ 1:30pm:  
August 24.

Monday Night @ the Movies: August 
24@ 6:00 pm.

Wednesday Story Time & Craft, Ages: 
3-5@ 3:30 pm: August 26.

Friday August 28 BINGO, ages 5 and 
up @ 3:30 pm. 

“Express Yourself” Tweens & Teens 
Programs:

Wii @Dowdell (Ages: 9+):  Tues-
day@2:30-4:30 pm:  August 25.

Monday Night @ the Movies: August 
27@ 6:00 pm.

Thursday August 27@6:15 pm, Anime 
Film Festival-Comic Book Give-a-way! 

The Dowdell Library is adjacent to the 
South Amboy High School off O’Leary 
Boulevard.  Summer Library hours are: 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9 am to 8 
pm; Wednesday and Friday 9 am to 5 pm.  
For more information & to sign up, contact 
the library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org. 
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1969-St. Mary's South Jersey Parochial B State Champs are pictured top row(l-r) Henry 
Sager (mgr.), Mike Drahos, Dan MacKay, Joe Jancola, Rick Sciora (mgr.).  2nd row (l-r) Joe 
Wallis, George Krzyzanowski, Nick Charmello, Jay Thomas, Kevin Bergin (mgr.).  3rd row 
(l-r) John Clark, Gerry Henderson, Tom Burkard, Dan Weinman, Bernie Mackiel, Coach Tom 
Otto.  Bottom row (l-r) John Smigelsky, Dennis Nardone, Dave Wisniewski, John Kibbler, 
Joe Kelly.  Missing from photo-Doug Sprague. 

1969-Hoffman's Central Jersey Group 1 State Champs pictured Top row (l-r) Jimmy Lyons, 
Mike Boychuk, Bernie Poulson, Larry Kurzawa, Jack Bloodgood, Jimmy Tingle, Coach John 
Zdanewicz, Assistant Coach John Kovaleski.  Bottom row (l-r) Danny Paone, Ken Blaha, 
Jimmy Croddick, Roger White, Tom Wortley.  *Note:  Boychuk and Pouslon did not play on the 
'69 championship team.  Missing from photo-Dennis Yanoski, John Yates, Doug Buckalew, 
Joe Smith, Mark Abbatiello, Gary Lange, Ron Croddick, Jerry Disbrow, Gary Read.

Members of the 1969 Hoffman and St. Mary's baseball state champs got together for a 
40th Anniversary Reunion at Sciortino's Harbor Lights Restaurant in South Amboy recently.  
Pictured top row (l-r) Gary Lange, Larry Kurzawa, Ron Croddick, Dan Weinman, Tom 
Burkard, John Kibbler.  Seated (l-r) Jack Bloodgood, Mark Abbatiello, Dennis Nardone, 
Joe Smith.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Two Championships In One Day!
By Tom Burkard

The date June 4, 1969 will go down in 
history for the City of South Amboy.  Our 
local high schools, St. Mary's and Hoffman 
accomplished a feat that was probably never 
done before or after in New Jersey, when they 
both won state baseball championships on 
the same day, St. Mary's capturing the South 
Jersey Parochial B title, and Hoffman win-
ning the Central Jersey Group I crown.

St. Mary's (12-11) had its work cut out 
for us, as we faced a very mighty St. Peter's 
of New Brunswick at Johnson Park.  The 
Cardinals sported an outstanding (22-6) 
record, and were the #1 club in Middlesex 
County.  In addition, they had easily defeated 
the Eagles 3 times during the regular season, 
and had to be a 100-1 favorite to win.

Coach Tom Otto's lineup for the title tilt 
was: Dennis Nardone 3b Joe "Jody" Kelly 
cf John "Styx" Clark p Nick Charmello 
ss Bernie Mackiel rf Joe Wallis lf George 
Krzyzanowski c Dave Wisniewski 2b Tom 
"Buck" Burkard 1b.  Other members were: 
John "Kibbs" Kibbler, Gerry Henderson, 
Dan Weinman, Doug Sprague, Jay Thomas, 
Mike Drahos, Joe Jancola, Dan MacKay, 
John Smigelsky, and team managers Kevin 
Bergin, Henry Sager, Rick Sciora.

The Blue & Gold overcame all odds, 
and defeated St. Peter's 6-3 to accomplish 
"The Impossible Dream."  Kibbler, a talented 
sophomore lefty, who was injured for most 
of the season, relieved Clark, the starting 
pitcher, and hurled 3 1/3 innings of score-
less, 1-hit ball to notch the championship 
victory.  He also won the semifinal game 
against Gloucester Catholic.  SM capitalized 
on 6 errors by the usually flawless Cardinals 
team, and out-hit the New Brunswick pow-
erhouse, 6-3.  Kelly led the offense with a 
2-for-3 game, and Krzyzanowski blasted a 
towering triple.

Hoffman (11-8-1) had beaten and tied a 
strong Henry Hudson (14-6-1) once during 
the regular season.  Coach John Zdanewicz 
used the following lineup: Mark Abbatiello 
cf Jimmy Lyons ss Larry Kurzawa 3b Ken 
Blaha c Jack Bloodgood 1b Ron Croddick 
2b Jimmy Tingle p Jimmy Croddick lf Gary 
Lange rf.  Other members: Danny Paone, 
Dennis Yanoski, Joe Smith, Doug Buckalew, 
Tom "Chet" Wortley, Jerry Disbrow, John 
Yates, Gary Read, Roger White, and team 
managers Dennis McCarthy and John Wurth.  
John Kovaleski was assistant coach.

Kurzawa blasted a long double in the 
8th inning to drive in Jimmy Lyons with the 
game winner in the extra inning thriller, as 
Hoffman prevailed, 6-5.  Tingle pitched the 
complete game victory, striking out 5 and 
allowing 7 hits.  Bloodgood drilled 3 singles 
and had 3 RBI, while Kurzawa hit a single 
and double, and Lyons laced 2 singles, as the 
Governors out-hit the Admirals, 10-7.
'69 Tidbits

Hoffman and St. Mary's split 2 games 
during the season.  Freshman second base-
man, Ronnie Croddick officially arrived as a 
star in the second game victory by the Guvs 
with a perfect 4-for-4 game…The Purple & 
Gold won its semifinal game, 5-0 over Keans-
burg, as Danny Paone won his only game of 
the year with a masterful shutout.  Joe Smith 
was brought up from the JV's for this game 
to start at shortstop, and Doug Buckalew 
was also promoted to play third base.  It is 
believed that the prom was held that night 
or the night before, and it prompted Coach 
Zdanewicz to call in replacements.

*Third baseman Dennis Nardone was 
selected 1st Team All-County by The News 
Tribune, and 3rd Team All-State Parochial 
by The Star Ledger.  Outfielder Joe Kelly 

was  3rd Team All-State Parochial in The 
Star Ledger.   Hoffman's ace pitcher, Jim 
Tingle was 1st Team All-State Group 1 in 
The Star Ledger, while third baseman Larry 
Kurzawa was 2nd Team All-State Group 1 
in The Star Ledger. 
'69 Memories:

The things I'll always remember about 
our unbelievable championship season of 
1969 include: The final out in the title game, 
and the pile up on Coach Otto...Singing our 
graduation song, "The Impossible Dream" 
on the bus…Otto lit up a cigar on the bus, 

and called it the "victory cigar, " and passed 
it around to the players… The Hoffman bus 
passing us on Stevens Ave., and their guys 
celebrating and hollering out the windows 
to us, and our guys yelling back in celebra-
tion…Having a small victory parade through 
town with several cars honking horns and 
yelling out the car windows…The City of 
South Amboy gave both teams engraved 
watches…St. Mary's gave us trophies and 
windbreakers- a really good one that lasted 
for 20 years. 

40th Anniversary Reunion
1969 Baseball State Champions

By Tom Burkard
On July 25th, a 40th Anniversary Re-

union for the 1969 Baseball State Champions 
from St. Mary's and Hoffman was held at 
Sciortino's Harbor Lights Restaurant in 
South Amboy.  

Six players from the Governors and 
five from the Eagles turned out for a great 
afternoon of remembering the good 'ol days, 
renewing friendships, and just some old-time 
camaraderie.

Several players shared some thoughts 
and memories: 

Gerry Henderson (Retired Manalapan 
Detective) said he remembered "Going 
through South Amboy, knowing Hoffman 
won too.  Both schools deserved it.  It was 
once in a lifetime.  I appreciate your efforts 
for stepping up and  putting the reunion 
together, and making it a success.  It was a 
very humbling and great thing to share time 
with St. Mary's and Hoffman." 

John Kibbler "That championship 
means an awful lot to me.  I could see that 
it meant the same to everyone who was at 
the reunion.  I always said that no matter 
what other special moments we have in our 
lives, we will always be able to say that we 
were State Champs, and it can never be taken 
away from us.  I am really proud of what 
we accomplished and even more proud to be 

associated with guys like you, and my other 
teammates, and our brethren the Hoffman 
Governors!  Thank you again for organizing 
the reunion.  You did a great job, and I can't 
tell you how much I enjoyed seeing the guys 
and sharing some great stories."

Dan Weinman (Sales in International 
Shipping, residing in Texas) "I'll never 
forget the final out and everyone doin' the 
dog pile.  Our team was special because of 
the camaraderie we had amongst everyone.  
Everybody was real close friends.  I think 
it helps bring the team closer together.  The 
Reunion was a fantastic time with great 
stories and a lot of fun.  It was good to see 
everybody again!"

Gary Lange "I remember Jimmy Tingle 
telling Mr. Z. he wanted to come out of the 
game in the 8th inning, and I was only a 
freshman, and didn't want to go in and pitch, 
but Z. made Tingle stay in there, and we 
won the game."

Joe Smith (Residing in North Carolina) 
"I remember being called up to the varsity for 
the state semifinals against Keansburg, and 
getting a hit in my first varsity at bat."

Dave Wisniewski (Who was unable to 
attend the Reunion) "It was such a great feel-
ing.  Everyone was so ecstatic.  Nardone and 
Clark were great captains, very intense." 

John Kibbler, talented sophomore pitcher for St. Mary's, won 2 games for the '69 champs, 
defeating Gloucester Catholic in the semis, and powerful St. Peter's in the title game. 
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566-0281 Good News For Chocolate Lovers
Dark chocolate seems to lower blood 

pressure, but it requires an amount of less 
than 2 Hershey Kisses to do it.  A small study 
from Germany adds to mounting evidence 
linking dark chocolate with certain health 
benefits such as lowering blood pressure and 
having an anti inflammatory effect.

A study appeared in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association by Dr. Dick 
Taubert of the University of Cologne.  It 
demonstrated that blood pressure reductions 
with dark chocolate were small but still sub-
stantial enough to potentially reduce cardio 
vascular disease risks.

Volunteers for the study ate just over 
6 grams of dark chocolate daily for almost 
5 months.  It equaled about 1 1/2 Hershey 
Kisses.  People who ate that amount ended 
up with lower blood pressure readings than 
those who ate a similar amount of white 
chocolate.  Tests suggest that a steady ex-
posure to dark chocolate prompted chemical 
change that helped dilate blood vessels and 
regulate blood pressure.  Cocoa contains 
flavanols, plant based compounds that are 
also credited with giving red wine its heart 
healthy benefits.

Dr. Laura Sevetkey, director of Duke 
University Hypertension center stresses that 
the study results should not be viewed as a 
license to gorge on chocolate.  The weight 
gain from eating large amounts of dark 
chocolate would counteract any benefits.

As always, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure.  The combination 
of losing weight, eating less salt, exercising, 
and eating dark chocolate provide strategies 
to lower your blood pressure.

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Bay and ocean 

Fluke fishing 
continues at a 
good pace.  
K e e p e r s 
a re  s t i l l 
hard to come 
by with the 
higher size 
limit, as I found 
out in mid July while I 
was fishing from a small boat 
out of Atlantic Highlands.  
I fished for only 3 hours catching 10 Fluke 
plus Sea Robins.  Two almost made it as 
keepers.  Some big doormats weighting over 
10 pounds are still showing up from time to 
time.  The season closes September 4th.  Party 
Boat Bluefishing is quite good.  Fish range 
from 6 to 15 pounds or better.  Both jigs and 
bait will produce good catches.  There is a 
good showing of Bonito on Barnegat Ridge.  
Local beach fishing is slow at both S.A. and 
Cliffwood beaches.  I saw very few small 
Bluefish the time I was there and the bugs 
made it miserable on windless days.  For 
those who want to drive south, the rocks at 
Barnegat Inlet are producing good numbers 
of Blackfish, Triggerfish, and even a few 
Sheepshead. Some Kingfish are in the surf 
too.  Party boat bottom fishing is still good 
for Ling, Sea bass, porgies and a few Cod.  
For surf Fishermen, it’s mostly Bluefish on 
cut bait, coastwise.
Fresh Water

Rain still hampers things from time to 
time, but when you can get out, the fishing 
for everything you can catch is quite good.  
I was at a Union picnic at Frogbridge Resort 
in Millstone Township. I fished one of the 
small lakes where I caught 10 Small Mouth 
Bass up to a foot long.  A fellow worker 
caught a few with one going 17 inches over 
2 pounds.  Hybrid Striped Bass are hitting 
in Spruce Run. The Delaware River is pro-
ducing lots of Small and Large Mouth Bass, 
Carp and Catfish. 
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T.H.E. 
Game Glory Days in

Local Sports

From The Sports Archives

The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

1959-Sayreville pounded 
Perth Amboy St. Mary's 6-2 in 
diamond play.  Winning pitcher 

Jack Jankowski fired a 4-hit-
ter, struck out 10, and laced 2 
singles.  Jim Hockenjos wal-

loped a 3-run homer, and Charlie Skwira a 
two-bagger.1962-Red Bank Catholic nipped 
St. Mary's 7-6 in baseball.  Tom Fitzmorris 
blasted the longest home run ever hit down 
the left field line at Memorial Stadium.  
1972-Hoffman opened its baseball campaign 
with a 14-9 triumph over Keyport.  Winning 
pitcher Gary Lange drilled 3 hits and got 3 
RBI.  Frank Bongiorno and Doug Buckalew 
each belted a 2-run double.  Joe "Moose" 
McCarthy lined a 2-run single.  1983-The 
Guvs destroyed Dunellen, 11-2 in baseball.  
Winning pitcher John "Skeets" Skarzynski 
hurled a 5-hitter.  Tim Moskal plastered a 
double and triple, and drove in 3, while Mike 
Buczynski added 2 RBI. 1995-St. Mary's 
softball team hammered East Brunswick 
Tech, 21-11.  Shannon Kemble was 4-for-4 
with a double, triple and 4 RBI.  McCurdy 
ripped 2 singles and a double, and drove 
in 4, while winning pitcher Jackie Deme-
reski stroked 2 hits.  2002-Sayreville's Field 
Hockey club opened its season with a 2-0 
win over Piscataway.  Jessica Antonucci 
blasted in both goals.  Amy Pitti registered 
the 1 save shutout.

Sport-Baseball
Year-1982
Teams-St. Mary's vs. Hoffman in 
City Series action.
Recap-Winning pitcher John "Skeets" Skar-
zynski fired a 5-hitter, as the Guvs downed 
their cross-town rivals, 9-3.  Frank Wahler 
pounded out 3 hits including a double and 
triple while driving in 3 runs.  Pete Smith 
and Joe Przybylski both went 2-for-3 with 
2 RBI.  John McQuade unloaded an RBI 
triple for the Eagles, Joe Szaro hit a double, 
Jeff Pacansky and Bob Fitzpatrick added an 
RBI apiece.
Co-MVP's-Frank Wahler and John "Skeets" 
Skarzynski

1976-The talented South Amboy Sabres Midget Pop Warner football team poses for the 
"official" team picture at Vets Field.  How many of these players can you name?

Diamond Dust
1947-Interboro Baseball League-South 

Amboy 4 Holy Trinity 1.  Ed "Lefty" Zebro 
hammered a single and triple.  Winning 
pitcher Mike Jankowski struck out 10.

1960-South Amboy Little Fellas 
League-Enterprise 15 Rotary 4.  Leo McCabe 
ripped 4 hits to support winning pitcher Don-
nie Wernett.  Losing pitcher John Ewtushek 
belted a home run.

1960-SA Men's Softball League-Protec-
tion 7 Enterprise 5.  George Spiecker was the 
winning hurler.  John Szatkowski and John 
"Skeets" Skarzynski Sr. blasted homers.

1970-Morgan Midget League-Harrison 
Realty 3 Sayreville Esso 0.  Ray Roberts was 
the winning pitcher.

1975-South Amboy Little Fellas 
League-Protection 12 K of C 6.  John Mul-
ligan drilled 4 hits.

1975-South Amboy Midget League-
Mets 6 Orioles 1.  Joe Hoffman had 2 hits and 
2 RBI, and Steve Martin stroked 2 hits.

1978-SA Little Fellas-Progressive 18 
Modern Trans 17.  Billy Bright and Kevin 
Maimone pounded 4 hits each for the win-
ners.

15 Years Ago
Gundrum Wins Soccer Title

1994-The Gundrum Service, coached 
by Barbara Rone and Keith Kish captured 
1st place during the spring season in the 
Sayreville Recreation Soccer Division II 
Girls with a 6-1-3 record.  Team members 
included: Regan Rone, Melissa Esposito, 
Kathleen Fallon, Nicole Gandero, Marielle 
Gross, Erica Kish, Laura Kuczynski, Mar-
garet McBride, Daniel O'Connell, Lauren 
O'Connell, Lauren Rubio, Robin Tengelics, 
Suzanne Wagner.

15 Years Ago
Jacqueline's Cops Crown

1994-Jacqueline's Florist won its 3rd 
consecutive South Amboy Girls Softball 
Divison Championship, with an 11-3 re-
cord.  The coaches were Joe Lewis, Vicki 
Lewis and Dave Wallace.  The talented 
club consisted of: Tracey Sommers, Amy 
Blaha, Julie Wallace, Caroline Semeniuk, 
Marianne Corridon, Jessica Wallace, Chris-
tine Westfall, Melanie Townsend. Christine 
Corridon, Laura Toye, Allsion Babino, 
Bonnie Keeter.

35 Years Ago
South Amboy Slow Pitch

1974-The South Amboy Tigers, for-
merly the South Amboy A.A. finished last 
place in the Central with a 3-14 record.  Tom 
Cross topped the team with 20 hits, 3 home 
runs, and a .526 batting average.  Ron Kuran 
led the club with 11 runs and 4 doubles, 
while Ed Paczkowski's 2 victories pace 
the Tigers.  Other fine players on the roster 
were: Bill "Biff" McKeon, George Ogborne, 
Joe Hoffman, Warren Eberle, Ned Moran, 
Jim Reick, Ray "Butch" Tomaszewski, Jim 
Higgins, Bob Kuran, Rudy Neumann Jr., W. 
Tom Kross, Bob DeJoy, Tom Kuc, Frank 
Wahler Sr., and Noble. 

40 Years Ago
County Champs

July 16, 1969-Donna Zientek of Sayre-
ville and Ruth Eichling of Metuchen captured 
the Middlesex County Girls Doubles Cham-
pionship for 18 & Under at Johnson Park, 
easily defeating their opponents 6-1, 6-1.

15 Years Ago
1994-The Sayreville Bombers football 

team, under Coach Sal Mistretta annihilated 
North Brunswick, 35-0.  Jason O'Neill broke 
loose on TD runs of 18 and 22 yards, while 
Pat Walsh scored on a 2-yd. touchdown run, 
and also recovered a blocked punt in the 
end zone.  Freshman Omar Joseph added a 
60-yd. punt return.  Gary Jaremba carried 
15 times for 126 yards.

Pop Warner Football
1975-Sabres vs. Leprechauns

Jr. Pee Wees-The South Amboy Sabres 
topped Sayreville 7-0 on a 65-yd. Ray Kelly 
to Ricky Peterson touchdown pass.  Chris 
Ryan kicked the extra point.

Pee Wees-Sayreville beat SA 6-2 on a 
2-yd. TD run by Paul Pietraszka.

Midgets-The Sabres throttled the Lep-
rechauns, 19-0, as Alex MacNeil ran for an 
8-yd. touchdown, and also fired a 48-yd. TD 
strike to Paul Bergin.  Johnny Munck con-
tributed a 2-yd. TD run and extra point.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it 
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.B.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library staff dressed up in hippie attire for its Murder Mystery 
Dinner Magical Mystery Tour, which was set in 1969.  Everyone had a great time at this 
fun-filled and challenging event.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 
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Obituaries
Baker, Warren H., 86, formerly of South 

Amboy died on July 30.
Brinamen, James J. Sr., 67, of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 10.
Buczynski, Michael, South Amboy died 

on July 23.
Farley, Joan, 69, of Sayreville died on 

July 18.
Grella, Cecilia, Sayreville died on 

July 25.
Hartman, Mary C. 87, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 10.
Hoover, Dolores, 86, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 12.
Keegan, Ruth E., 79, of Parlin died on 

July 28.
Kellerman, Debra A., 41, formerly of 

South Amboy died on July 30.
Kozlowski, Edward L. "Hank," 87, of 

Morgan died on Aug. 11.
Kuczynski, Chester, 88, of Sayreville 

died on July 16.
Lipka, Chester S., 83, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 7.
Mulligan, Judith A., 54, of South Amboy 

died on Aug. 10.
Myslinski, Joseph E., 80, of Parlin died 

on July 24.
Newman, Ella, 97, formerly of Parlin 

died on July 7.
Payco, Irene, 81, of Sayreville died on 

July 29.
Pintauro, Sophie A., 85, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 8. 
Richards, Eleanor M., 76, of South 

Amboy died on July 16.
Spencer, John E., 79, of Morgan died 

on Aug. 2.
Stepko, Frank, 89, of Parlin died on 

July 16.
Reinbold, Paula, 87, formerly of Parlin 

died on July 10.
Resignato, Cynthia, 51, of South Amboy 

died on July 21.
Ritter, Robert A., 67, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 3.
Tutrone, David E. Jr., 63, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 8.

Blanche Marie Dooling Deitche
Age: 80, South Amboy

Blanche M. Dooling Deitche, 80, of 
South Amboy died Saturday, June 6, 2009 at 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital, 
New Brunswick.  Born in South Amboy, 
she lived there all her life.  Before retiring 
in 1990, she was employed as manager 
of John's Halfway House, South Amboy.  
Blanche cooked for literally hundreds of 
parties through the years at the "Halfway 
House."  Every St. Patrick's Day, she would 
serve "free" corn beef and cabbage to all.  It 
gave her great pride to serve delicious food to 
all.  She was previously employed by Sears 
Roebuck Co., Sayreville and prior to that 
as an executive secretary for Chesebrough 
Ponds, Perth Amboy.  A lifelong member of 
St. Mary's R.C. Church, South Amboy, she 
was a graduate of both St. Mary's Grammar 
School and St. Mary's High School.  

Her husband, Howard W. Deitche died 
in 2001; she was also predeceased by 2 
brothers, William and Edward Dooling and 
a sister, Catherine Senape.  She is survived 
by 2 sons, Howard R. Deitche of South 
River and Michael E. Deitche and his wife, 
Robin of Monroe; 2 grandchildren, Ryan 
and Alexandra; a brother Frank Dooling of 
South Amboy; a sister, Joan Conroy of South 
Amboy; a sister-in-law, Patricia Dooling of 
Morgan and a dear friend, Sister Christine 
Hellen of Haledon. 
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Congratulations to Sure-Hit Home Improvements softball team on capturing the Sayreville 
Men's Weeknight League softball championship.  This is Sure Hit Home Improvements 
4th title in the past 5 years.  The best of 3 series games were played on Aug. 5th at the 
Sayreville Recreational Complex.  Pictured top row (l-r) Bob Prusakowski, Mick Bonis, 
Dennis Leonard, Chuck Ford, Steve Lopez, Gary Aich, Clint Murray, Matt Ryan, Team 
Sponsor-Thomas Ryan.  Bottom row (l-r) Mike Walker, Tracy Chodkiewicz, Eddie Fulham, 
Chuck Prusakowski, Travis McCray, Dominic Esposito.  (Photo by Kathy Lopez)

Car Wash-Aug. 22
Frog Hollow Swim and Dive Team will 

be holding a Car Wash in the Frog Hollow 
Swim Club parking lot, Saturday, Aug. 22 
from 8:30-11 a.m.  The cost per car is $5.  
Come on out and show your support.  All 
proceeds will benefit the Frog Hollow Swim 
and Dive teams.

Local Wildlife

This horseshoe crab visited the Raritan Bay near Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

These two young deer were spotted recently, as they were feeding in a field at Cheesequake 
State Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

I Am Already Rich
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2008

Searching for riches
That first million bucks
Sought by most
Yet found by few
I may not have a brand new car
But my 12-year old, 130,000 mile clunker
Still gets me around
I may not live in a McMansion on the hill
But this 2-bedroom in town
Is home enough for me
I've not the insurance of IRA's and bonds
But I'm not in the red
From paycheck to paycheck
Vacations to Rio are out of my league
But nothing beats visits
To family and friends
That Rolex or Gucci I'll never afford
But Timex and K-Mart
Are just fancy enough
I've got a job and health and people that 
love me,
And my faith in a God that constantly 
guides me,
What more does one need to be rich…
Simple, isn't it?

Kelly Selected

This is a close-up of the Russian Land Tortoise, who now lives at Cheesequake Park after 
being abandoned.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Woodstock 
Generation

Author Unknown
One wild weekend back in August '69
The new generation had a 
Rockin' cool time
People came from everywhere
All got together because they cared
Woodstock Generation
Young people wanted to 
Change the nation
Woodstock Generation
All for one, one for all
Together as one or 
Divided we fall
Janis sang her heart out
While Jimmy played to the flag
Country Joe was singin' about
Viet Nam and body bags
Flowers and peace signs everywhere
Hippies in jeans 
And real long hair
Woodstock Generation
Young people wanted to 
Change the nation
Woodstock Generation
All for one, one for all
Together as one or
Divided we fall. 

This little guy stopped by to have a meal on some Zinnia’s recently.  (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)

Tom Kelly, a '68 St. Mary's High gradu-
ate and former Sayreville/South Amboy 
resident, has been selected as manager of 
the Minnesota Twins All-Metrodome Team.  
The team includes the best players in the 
organization's 28-years at the ballpark.

Kelly, who managed the Twins to World 
Series Championships in 1987 and 1991 
heads the list that also includes 9 members 
from his '87 club and 7 from the '91 team.  

The starting pitchers are Bert Blyleven, 
Brad Radke, Johan Santana, Frank Viola.  
Joe Mauer is the catcher, first base-Kent 
Hrbek and Justin Morneau; second base-
Chuck Knoblauch; shortstop-Greg Gagne; 
third base-Gary Gaetti; outfielders-Kirby 
Puckett, Dan Gladden, Torii Hunter, Tom 
Brunansky; DH-Paul Molitor; Relief Pitch-
ers-Rick Aguilera, Joe Nathan. 



��   August ��, �009   South Amboy-Sayreville Times


