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Summer’s Here!  It’s summertime again, fun time for sun, surf, sand and more.  Be sure to
read this issue of The SA Times carefully, and see the many great events that are happening
locally, and throughout the Middlesex County Parks, where outstanding music programs are
presented all summer long.  Also, check out our great ads, with many bargain-priced summer
specials!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Joe Bartlinski
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Bartlinski Pitched In
World Series

By Tom Burkard
South Amboy’s Joe Bartlinski has been

on several baseball championship teams,
ranging from his youth league days, to pitch-
ing an incredible perfect game for South
Amboy HS in the 2006 CJ Group I title
contest.

This year, he took his tremendous base-
ball ability to Kean University, and as a
freshman, finished with a perfect (5-0)
record, and in 44 innings pitched, struck out
56 batters (3rd best on the team), while
posting a 4.70 ERA.

The highlight of Bartlinski’s unbeliev-
able season came when he was called on to
be the starting pitcher in the 2007 NCAA
Division III Baseball World Series Champi-
onship game against Emory University at
Grand Chute, Wisconsin.  The tall and tal-
ented right-hander pitched 4 1/3 innings,
while allowing 5 hits and 4 earned runs,
while striking out 4.  He did not get the
decision, as Kean captured its first national
baseball crown ever, 5-4 in a thriller that
went 10 innings.  The champions made it to
the NCAA Regionals four times in the past,
but never got to the World Series.  Prior to
this season, Kean’s record was (2-8) in post-
season play, and a stellar (8-0) in ’07.  They
beat the number 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 ranked
teams to win the championship, finishing at
a fine (43-8).

In an exclusive SA Times interview Joe
said that, “I wasn’t expecting to win the
World Series (As a freshman), but it was a
really great and mind-boggling experience.
Bartlinski’s trip to Wisconsin consisted of a
bus trip from Milwaukee,  “With long roads,
farms and cows, and I thought it was going
to be pretty boring.  The bus driver got lost,
but when we got to Appleton, it was nice, a
city just like any other place.”  The ballpark
was “Just like playing at Yankee Stadium,
playing in front of so many people.  There
were 2,600 the first day.  At Kean there’s

Cifelli Teacher Of
The Year

Nick Cifelli, was selected Sayreville
War Memorial High School’s “Teacher of
the Year.”  Cifelli has been teaching math
at Sayreville for 14 years, and is the director
of the adult and pre-school programs in
Sayreville.  In addition, he oversees a peer
leadership class, and also instructs a High
School Proficiency Assessment prep course.
Congratulations, Nick!

O’Leary Chosen
Dem Chairman

Mayor John T. O’Leary was chosen by
the South Amboy Democratic Organiza-
tion as its new Chairman, replacing Third
Ward Councilman, John F. O’Connell, who
returned to active duty in Iraq recently.

Mary McCarthy
Dies

Former South Amboy Board of Educa-
tion member, Mary McCarthy, 83, of South
Amboy died on June 4.   She served on the
Board for 2 terms, and was also a founding
member of Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis
Club.  She was also an active member on
many community, school, and church orga-
nizations through the years.  Woodrow
“Woody” McCarthy was Mary’s late hus-
band, and a very popular and prominent
figure in the City of South Amboy.   Mary’s
son Michael “Woody” McCarthy is an
elected member of the South Amboy Board
of Education.  Mary will be missed for her
kindness to others and dedication to making
the City of South Amboy a better place.  God
Bless her!

O’Connell Wins
Primary

South Amboy’s Third Ward Council-
man John F. O’Connell ran unopposed in
the primary and won with 55 votes.
O’Connell who serves as a major in the U.S.
Air Force Reserve, went back on active duty
to Iraq in May.  He is expected to return
before Thanksgiving.

continued on page 15

Cox Will Run For
Council

Alvah M. “Al” Cox, has been selected
by the Sayreville Democratic Organization
to run for a seat on the Borough Council in
the November election, replacing John
Misiewicz, who was going to run, but with-
drew because of personal reasons.

Cox, who retired as a detective from the
Sayreville Police Dept., has resided in Mor-
gan for 26 years with his wife Diane.  They
have two adult children.  He was also a
member on the Sayreville Board of Educa-
tion for 15 years, and served as president.

Bon Jovi has just released its new and outstanding album “Lost Highway.”  Pictured is the
mega superstar group, (l-r) Tico Torres, David Bryan, Richie Sambora, and Jon Bon Jovi,
formerly of Sayreville, NJ.  (Photo courtesy of Island Records)

St. Mary Elementary School closed its doors for the final time on June 15th, due to a
declining enrollment, and soaring expenses.  The enrollment this year for grades Pre-K-8
was 133 students, and the school was operating at 59% capacity. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Bon Jovi Releases “Lost Highway”
By Tom Burkard

Super-group, Bon Jovi released its new
album, “Lost Highway” on June 19th.  The
songs on this work of art are truly fabulous!
Last year the group delved into the country
sound, with “Who Says You Can’t Go
Home,” and rode that to #1 on the country
music charts, with the superb vocals of Jon
Bon Jovi, and Jennifer Nettles of Sugarland.

“Lost Highway” takes up where they
left off with that monster hit, and most of the
tunes on this album are country-influenced,
mellow, and introspective,

yet still have the Bon Jovi trademark of

unsurpassed quality, superb musicianship,
with great lyrics, and hooks that really make
the listener sing-along.

This country-flavored sound is an ex-
citing new genre of music for Bon Jovi, and
features some truly incredible songs that
you have to hear.  In the title cut, Jon sings
about his “plastic dashboard Jesus,” and the
lyrics throughout the album get even better,
many laced with so much emotion and more.

“Stranger” features country star, LeAnn
Rimes in a fine duet with Jon, while “We

continued on page 16
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Jim Dieker, owner of the popular Dieker’s Farm, located at 801 Bordentown Ave., South
Amboy starts his long day by bringing a huge pallet of plants to the storefront for sale.  (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Old Friends Reunited
1968 St. Mary’s HS grads, Craig

“Moose” Kierst of Sayreville, and Joe
“Jasko” Jaskowiak, a SA native, living in
California, recently ran into each other for
the first time in over 20 years.  The surprise
meeting occurred across from Sun-Glo Bak-
ery on Main St. in Sayreville, when Joe
recognized “Moose” wearing a Seton Hall
shirt.  They both graduated from Seton Hall
U. as well.
Father Klimkiewicz Missed

Oops!  Thanks to alert SA Times read-
ers, we found out that Father Francis
Klimkiewicz, was inadvertently omitted
from the list of Sacred Heart Church Pastors
in last month’s issue.  He was the pastor
prior to Father Joseph Banach.  A special
thank you goes out to Dorothy Malik and
any others who brought this to our attention.
In Memoriam

Frances Dzielak, 93, of South Amboy
died on May 20.  “Aunt Fran” was one of the
kindest and most pleasant ladies you could
ever meet.  Ronald Grobelny, 66, of
Sayreville died on May 26.  He was an
electrician for the Borough of Sayreville
Water & Sewer Dept. for the past 26 years.
James Kennedy, 85, formerly of South
Amboy died on May 31.  He was a brakeman
for Pennsylvania Railroad for 45 years.
Katherine Jaskowiak, 94, formerly of South
Amboy and Sayreville died on June 2.  She
worked for many years as a seamstress at
Charles Komar & Son in South Amboy for
many years.  “Katie” was a hard-working
and wonderful woman.  Dennis Bratus, 57,
of South Amboy died on June 3.  He was a
well-liked guy, and a fine basketball player
for St. Mary’s HS in the 1960’s.  Claire
Kline, 85, of South Amboy died on June 8.
She was a fine lady, and respected by all.
Claire served in the Army as a WAC in New
Guinea and the South Pacific during World
War II.  God Bless them all.  They will never
be forgotten.

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.The Sayreville HS Semi-Formal
Christmas Dance in ’64 was called?  a.Jingle
Bell Time b.The Candy Cane Cotillion
c.White Christmas Memories

2.Vice-President of the South Amboy
Board of Education in 1992?  a.Thomas
Brinamen b.Mary Ann Holovacko c.Robert
Kelly

3.How many women have served on
the South Amboy City Council?  a.none
b.two c.three

4.In ’93, this sub shop was located at
132 S. Pine Ave., South Amboy?  a.Jo-
Tom’s b.Chud’s c.Who’s

5.This Sayreville resident was a Sena-
tor in 1992?  a.Randy Corman b.John
McCormack c.Alan Karcher

6.This pharmacy was located on Main
St., Sayreville in ’74?  a.Village Apothecary
b.Weller’s Pharmacy c.Sayreville Pharmacy

7.President of South Amboy Rotary in
1976?  a.Ray Capriglione  b.Kenny Rogers
c.Vernon Tice

8.President of the Morgan Athletic As-
sociation Ladies Auxiliary in 1982?
a.Jacqueline Sumner b.Sue Slover c.Shirley
Ryan

9.South Amboy’s Taxi Service in 1962
was called?  a.Broadway Cab Co. b.A-1
Taxi c.SA Cab Co.

10.Sayreville’s Homecoming Queen in
’92?  a.Anna Mizerak b.Lyli Patel c.Nicole
Berardi

11. President of Sayreville’s Engine
Company #1 in ’74?  a.John Cooney b.Jack
Bogaczyk c.Jack Caffrey

12.Scoutmaster of Troop 91 Boy Scouts
South Amboy in 1976?  a.Stanley Kapica
b.Brian Dowling c.Marty Ruszala

1b 2a 3c 4c 5a 6b 7c 8c 9a 10c 11c 12b.

continued on page 18
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    Business of the Month  
Freddie’s S.A. Pub

June Curran (l) and Freddie Brembor (r) owners of Freddie’s S.A. Pub, 115 North Feltus
St., South Amboy for 12 years, are pictured at their popular establishment.  (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

Freddie’s S.A. Pub, located at 115
North Feltus St., South Amboy is one of
the classiest bars around.  Owners Freddie
Brembor and June Curran have over 40
years combined experience in this field,
as well as preparing delicious foods.

Freddie’s broad range of specialties
encompass tasty hamburgers, excellent
steak or seafood dining.  Pizza can be
eaten in or taken out.  Call 732-525-
3630.  Freddie’s S.A. Pub is the best kept
secret in South Amboy.

The establishment is spotlessly
clean, attractively decorated, and a mod-
ern-styled bar, which offers a “friendly
atmosphere, great food, and excellent
clientele,” according to Freddie.

June and Freddie have owned the
establishment for 12 years, and prior to
that, it was known as The SA Pub; The
Brave Bull; Spud’s, and way back when
it was called Adam’s Place.

All the foods at Freddie’s is home-
made, and the Steak Special is very popu-
lar, as are the specialty pasta dishes, pork
chop dinners, and clams, which are only
$6 a dozen.    Stop in and try one of
Freddie’s delicious Daily Lunch Spe-
cials.

If you enjoy beer or wine, Freddie’s
S.A. Pub is the place to go.  9 different ice
cold draft beers are featured on tap, and
their homemade Sangria is a huge favor-
ite.  They also offer a fine selection of
tasty house wines.  Drafts are only $1,
Mon.-Fri., from 4-6 p.m.  Don’t miss
Freddie’s S.A. Pub ad every month, right
here on page 3 of The SA Times.  Watch
for great specials and upcoming events
and trips.

There is always something happen-
ing at Freddie’s S.A. Pub!  They are
proud sponsors of TAP League In-House
Pool League and softball teams.  Freddie
& June are planning a sensational trip to
Curacao from January 20-27, 2008.  By
then you’ll be ready to say goodbye to
winter and escape to the Southern Carib-
bean!  Stop in or call for more informa-
tion and reservations.  This is going to be
the best trip ever for Freddie’s S.A. Pub!

Freddie & June truly value their cus-
tomers, and treat them like they are fam-
ily.  Freddie’s S.A. Pub is located at 115
North Feltus St., South Amboy, tele-
phone 732-525-3630, where their motto
is, “It’s a great place to eat, and meet new
and old friends.”

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

Monday Night At The Movies
The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library of

South Amboy is proud to present “Monday
Night @ the Movies” which will begin on
Monday, July 23rd at 7:00 p.m.  featuring
“The Bridge to Terabithia.”  This also won
a Newberry book award.  The community is
invited to this free program.  Refreshments
will be available at 6:30 p.m.  The library is
adjacent to the South Amboy High School.
For more information, please contact the
library at –info@dowdell.org or
732.721.6060.
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1957
By Tom Burkard

50 years!  Wow!  I’ll bet the Sayreville
HS Class of 1957 can’t believe it’s been that
long since they walked down the halls of
their alma mater.  When they started their
final year in September ’56, Elvis Presley
was getting more popular each day, and had
hits such as “Hound Dog,” and “Don’t Be
Cruel” ruling the airwaves.

Some of the well-known faculty at
Sayreville HS included: Phyllis Gailbraith,
Miriam Fehrle, George Evanovich, Joan
Nowak, Monica Newton, Joyce Rhaesa,
Kathleen Stout, Lucille Gartner.

John Shaw was the senior class presi-
dent; Rich Markulio, V.P.; Gail Bowman,
Sec.; Marjorie Zamorski, Treas.  The Stu-
dent Council president was Thomas Galinski
and Susan Phillips was the V.P.  Paul Cox
was yearbook editor, and Barbara
Zonkowski was editor of the school news-
paper.  Cox was also Valedictorian, Annette
Sowa was Salutatorian and Zonkowski was
Tertiarian.

Memorable school events included the
Senior Trip to Washington, DC; the school
play, “Seventeen Is Awfully Young.”

Some members of the Class of ’57
selected randomly included: the late Ralph
Bailey, June Carew, Mary Cannon, Charles
Buchanan, Patricia Cotton, Fred Dieker,
Peter Eppinger, Rose Fallon, Alex Genus,
Frances German, William Harkins, Sophie
Kopervas, Nina Medlin, Frank Nebus,
Patricia Murphy, Robert O’Such, Patricia
Peer, Doris Pillar, Robert Puchala, Eleanor
Roberts, Frances Rosinski, John Standowski,
Michael Travisano, Joan Vroom, Marie
Yamello, Thomas Zuber.

The Bombers’ fine senior athletes were:
Harold Applegate, George Arney, Alfred
Beattie, Michael Chudkowski, James Knox,
Ronald Kuran (1st 1,000 point scorer in
Bomberland), the late Tom Kuc, Stanley
Pawelek, Robert Reess, Ted Salamon, Alex
Wiecek, John Themel.  Bernice Harris was
Captain of the Twirlers; Joan Szeliga was

Drum Majorette; Susan Phillips, Captain of
the Cheerleaders.

Popular nicknames were: Apps, Fufu,
Chick, Butch, Maze, Cookie, Shorty, Toots,
Pinky, Capt., Ace, Chunky, Fish, Fritz,
Chico, Fig, Rebel, Poochie, Pee Wee, Softy,
Gyro, Wrangler, Deuce, Weed.  What a
year!  This was really a cool group, one that
will never be forgotten-Sayreville High
School’s Class of 1957.

On Friday, May 18, Maripat Lauritsen Zupko of South Amboy graduated from Georgian Court
University, Lakewood.  Maripat is a 1970 graduate of St. Mary’s High School, South Amboy.
She received her Bachelor of Arts degree in History with a Certification in Elementary
Education.  Maripat plans to teach at the elementary level full-time in the fall.  Her husband
of 35 years, Henry, attended the ceremony.  Also in attendance were their four children:
Tricia, Matthew, Lauren, and Marikate.

Local Woman Graduates Georgian Court University.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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Michalik Graduates
College

Kimberly Michalik, of South Amboy,
graduated with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in chemistry from Cedar Crest College,
Allentown, PA.  A Dean’s List student, she
presented research at the American Chemi-
cal Society Undergraduate Research Fo-
rum.  While at Cedar Crest, she served as a
Student Ambassador, chair of the Student
Activities Board, president of the Great
Outdoors Club and an Orientation Assis-
tant.  In 2006, she received a scholarship
from Air Products for outstanding accom-
plishments in chemistry.  She completed an
internship at the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office-Forensic Lab in Westfield, NJ.  She
will pursue graduate work in forensic sci-
ence at Cedar Crest College.

Kimberly is the daughter of Michael
and Eileen Michalik of South Amboy.  Con-
gratulations, Kimberly!

OLV Seniors
Atlantic City Trip

The OLV Seniors are planning a bus
trip to Atlantic City on Monday, July 16,
2007. They will be going to the Hilton
Casino and seeing the show, Legends in
Concert. The cost of the bus is $25.00 with
$15 returned in cash. The bus departs from
the OLV lower parking lot at 11AM and
returns approximately 9PM. For informa-
tion or to book the trip, please contact Jack
at (732) 254-7263.

Summer Programs
At  Dowdell Library

Kids!  Come to the Dowdell Library to
pick up the summer calendar of events and
sign up for the Summer Reading program!
Get your own log book!  After you’ve logged
in all the books you’ve read, come celebrate
with us on August 22nd for Bob Conrad’s
Magical Mystery Revue, which will take
place at 2:30 p.m.

Adults!  Be sure to check out the special
“Get a clue @ your library” program. We’re
even having a contest with prizes to see who
could identify the most South Amboy memo-
rabilia!

For more information, contact the li-
brary at info@dowdell.org or 732.721.6060.

Palma A Success
Story

19-year old Rudy Palma, of South
Amboy, who will be a sophomore at Seton
Hall University is really making a name for
himself in journalism.  He recently penned
his last column as a correspondent for The
Home News Tribune, after 4 years of turn-
ing out informative music reviews in the
weekly “Teen Scene” section.  Rudy’s popu-
lar “Listen Up” feature, and wonderful po-
ems were a real treat for locals, and will be
missed.  He is currently writing for his
college newspaper at Seton Hall, and also
does reviews on www.amazon.com.  Con-
gratulations Rudy, and keep up the great
work!

50th Anniversary

Giovenco
George & Marie Giovenco of South Amboy
recently celebrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary at a family party held at
Romeo’s Restaurant, Sayreville.  George
and the former Marie Petermann were
married on May 26, 1957 at Our Lady of
Good Counsel Church in Newark.  George
served in the US Navy as a “Tin Can
Sailor” and retired in Oct. 1995 as a
Training Coordinator for Public Service
Electric and Gas Co.  Marie retired in 1998
from Associates in Cardiology, Old Bridge.
George & Marie have 3 children and 8
grandchildren: Lynda & Don Ferenci of
Annandale-children Jake, Rebecca &
Hannah; Gregory & Mary Arway Giovenco
of Edison-children William and Thomas;
and George & Eileen Downs Giovenco of
Sayreville-children Danny, Caileigh &
Bridget.  Congratulations!50th Anniversary

Grimley
Frank & Lorraine Grimley of South Amboy
recently celebrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary .
The couple was married on June 2, 1957.
Congratulations!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Trenton Thunder
Bus Trip

Mechanicsville Hose Co. #1 Inc. will
sponsor a bus trip on Sat., Aug. 4, to the
Trenton Thunder vs. Bowie Baysox baseball
game in Trenton.  The bus leaves at 4 p.m.
from St. Mary’s Grammar School Parking
Lot.  Tickets are $35 per person, and include
refreshments, and fireworks after the game.
For info call Mike 732-525-0265.

Blood Drive-June 24
A Blood Drive will be held on Sun.,

June 24 in St. Pat’s Hall at St. Mary Church,
from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Platelet donation
machines will be available.  Donors should
be at least 17 years of age, weigh at least 110
pounds, and be in good health.  Please bring
ID and eat before you donate.  Homemade
goodies will be served, walk-ins are wel-
come.  For more info call Sue at 732-220-
7077 or Ron 732-727-2221.

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA

O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in
obtaining every need of body and soul, our Holy
Mother Church proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles,
the greatest Saint of modern times.” Now I fervently
beseech you to answer my petition (mention here) and
carry out your promise of doing good upon earth of
letting fall from heaven a shower of roses, henceforth,
Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill your plea to be made
known everywhere and I will never cease to lead
others to Jesus through you. Amen.-B.T.S.
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The 2007 Lions Club Award winners, Front Row (l-r) E.J. Campbell, Charles Gorman,  Anna
Lyons, Christiana Nycz ,Christopher Norek,. Back Row (l-r)Tracy Blauvelt, Nancy Fedor,
Sister M. Immaculata Biskner, Michelle Buchanan. (Photo by Jack Hulsart)

On Saturday June 9, 2007..Cheesequake State Park held a “Take me Fishing Day”
where families were able to fish & release all morning long without a license. The kids were
able to help stock the Lake with fish as well. Taking advantage of this great time was Cub
Scout Pack 391 of South Amboy.Pictured here are Webelos Frank Harselak, Jesse Richter,
Ethan Dobrzynski, Danny Mace & Chris Schweikert.. Also there but not pictured was, Wolf
Cub Colin Drill & Bear Cub John Paul Bellenich.

Lions Club Awards Night
The South Amboy Lions Club held its

43rd Annual Community Service Awards
Night on June 6 at the Dr. Charles W.
Hoffman Senior Citizens Center.  Selected
as Students of the Year for 2007 were: E.J.
Campbell-South Amboy HS; Anna Lyons-
South Amboy Elementary School; Melissa
Kelleman-South Amboy Middle School;
Christopher Norek-Cardinal McCarrick HS;

Christina Nycz-St. Mary Elementary School;
Charles Gorman-Sacred Heart Elementary
School.

Teachers of the Year for 2007 were:
Diane Smocovich-South Amboy Middle/
HS; Michelle Buchanan-South Amboy El-
ementary School; Nancy Fedor-Cardinal
McCarrick HS; Tracy Blauvelt-St. Mary
Elementary School; Sister M. Immaculata
Biskner-Sacred Heart Elementary School.
Congratulations to all!Merski Gains Ph.D.

Matthew Merski, son of Bob and Karen
Merski of Sayreville, received a Ph.D. in
biophysics from John Hopkins University,
Baltimore, MD.  A graduate of St. Stanislaus
Kostka School and

Bishop George Ahr HS, Matt received
a BS in biochemistry and BA in philosophy
from Michigan State University.  He will
continue research work as a postdoctoral
scholar at the University of California at San
Francisco.  Congratultions, Dr. Matt!

Hoffman Alumnus
Of The Year

Louis Hoffman of Sayreville was se-
lected 2007 Middlesex County College
Alumnus of the Year.  He is a retired Army
Special Forces officer and Green Beret.
Hoffman is currently employed by the De-
partment of Defense as an intelligence/spe-
cial operations analyst.

Members of American Legion Post 211, Sayreville stand at attention and salute during flag
retirement ceremony.
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Senator Vitale Honors Drwal

Army National Guard recruit Eric Rand a senior at South Amboy High School was selected
to participate in a program that allowed members of the school community to learn about the
Army National Guard and all they have to offer students who decide to enlist with them.  Eric
was able to select the group that traveled with him via a Black Hawk helicopter to the facility
in Sea Girt to learn about this branch of the service.
Pictured (l-r) Rich Gore, Tony Gonsalves, Lynette Rand, Eric Rand, Rich Malik, Danny
Gonzalez, Dr. Patrick McCabe, Denis Bourgeau and Darren LaVigne.  (Photo By Brian
Stratton)

Lieutenant Colonel Stanley Drwal,
U.S.A. (Retired) of Sayreville, was pre-
sented with a proclamation from Jack
McGreevey aboard the U.S.S. WASP, a
Navy amphibious assault ship while in New
York harbor for Fleet Week recently.  The
citation was initiated by Senator Joe Vitale
as part of his, “A Grateful Nation Remem-
bers,” program in which he recognizes vet-
erans with commendable military service.

Colonel Drwal’s record of service was
exemplary, beginning with his graduation
from the prestigious U.S. Military Academy
at West Point.  A career soldier, he started
out as a 2nd Lieutenant platoon leader and
over the year advanced through the ranks
serving with distinction as Battery Com-
mander, Division Staff Officer, then

Battallion Commander among others, until
his final assignment before retiring as a Lt.
Col. With the British Army as Operations
Officer of a 3,500 man unit in the Balkans.

Col. Drwal currently serves as a Math-
ematics teacher at Cardinal McCarrick High
School and has generously given of his time
and energies as Commander of VFW Post
4699 and as a member of American Legion
Post 211 and the Disabled Americans Chap-
ter 67.  in addition Stanley Drwal has dem-
onstrated his sense of public spiritedness
through his service as a member of the
Sayreville Borough Council.

Senator Vitale stated, “Stanley Drwal
represents the good citizen.  It’s our privi-
lege to recognize his years of service to our
great nation and community.”
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Corpus Christi Celebration-On Sunday, June 10, Father Michael Krull, Pastor of Our Lady
of Victories Church in Sayreville led parishioners in the 3rd Annual Corpus Christi celebration,
which included an outdoor procession to 3 altars of adoration with benediction at each stop.
The Knights of Columbus Council #2061 attended with numerous parishioners.  Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament is the most precious gift the Catholic Church possesses, and there were
many who were privileged and happy to attend this public expression of faith.  (Photo and
story courtesy of Mary Majkowski)

The Transient Trip Of A Tiny
Tidbit Of Dust

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c.2004

Summertime-The Raritan Bay is bustling with summer activity, boating, sailing, jet skiing,
and this salt water fisherman trying his luck at the South Amboy Beach.  (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

First Air Mail Flight Was 95 Years Ago
By Tom Burkard

Washington D.C.
Trip

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip
to Washington D.C. from Saturday,
Septenber 22, to Monday, September 24.
The cost of the trip is $279.00. The price
includes motorcoach transportation, 2 nights
lodging, 4 meals: 2 breakfast and 2 dinners,
guided tour of Washington D.C., and an
evening motor tour. The bus will leave the
OLV lower parking lot on Saturday, Sep-
tember 22nd at 8AM. For information, a
flyer, or to book the trip, please contact Jack
at (732) 254-7263.

I’m on my way I’m on my way
To who knows where but that’s O.K.
So many sites I may float by
So many landing spots to try
And who regards me as I play
Surely not no human eye
Sometimes I settle on the floor
Sometimes I fly right out the door
When it’s calm I like to rest
A bunch of us can form a nest
Then scatter again as wind implores
A new tour of your open space to test

Up your nose or under your bed
On furniture I light like lead
From us were you created, to us you will
return
A single particle though I be, it is the
earth I yearn
For a time, as I perpetually toss and turn
I’m just dust
Minute matter of the air
Continually cruising with no map
Or course to take, but-
Who cares?

July 4th marks the 95th Anniversary of
the first air mail carried in New Jersey.  The
pilot, Oliver Simmons, flew the mail from
South Amboy to Perth Amboy in a Burgess-
Wright plane owned by Robert J. Collier, of
“Collier’s Weekly.”  The mail bag con-

tained about 500 letters officially desig-
nated by the Post Office as route No. 9006.

According to a 1933 report from the
lone passenger, “the flight took only six
minutes, and an immense crowd and a fine
reception awaited Pilot Simmons when he
stepped ashore at Perth Amboy.”  He was
taken to the Packer House for a luncheon in
his honor.

Deacons Ordained
Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski ordained the

following to permanent deaconate: Serge A.
Bernatchez, 49 years old to Sacred Heart
Parish; Robert Gargiulo 57, and David E.
Tutrone 59, to St. Bernadette’s Parish;
Andrzej Josef Ozga 38, and David Mikolai
49, to St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish; Gregory
J. Ris, 41 to St. Lawrence Parish.  Congratu-
lations to all!
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The family of the late U.S. Army Sgt. First Class Benjamin Sebban stand in front of the statue
dedicated to servicemen near City Hall in South Amboy, after placing a memorial wreath,
following the Annual Memorial Day Parade. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

New Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music- DJ’s 732-316-9447

Dear Harold G. Hoffman Alumni,
Greetings Governors!  We are in des-

perate need of your attendance for this
years’ Annual Alumni Celebration.  If the
attendance number of at least 125 is not
attained this year, the existing committee
has no recourse but to dissolve and discon-
tinue our efforts to organize our 10th get
together next year.  So, if there is any
loyalty in your hearts, please try to partici-
pate in this years’ gala affair at the Seabra’s
Armory, 200 Front St., Perth Amboy on
Sunday, Aug. 19 from 1-6 p.m.  A delec-
table buffet will be served with libations
and dessert, all for the sum of $50 per
person.   Dress is casual.  This could very
well be the last time for quite awhile to once
again reminisce with our classmates and
dear friends.

So kindly send your response to Susan
Mattson, 241 Cindy St., Old Bridge, NJ
08857 by July 1st.  We are hoping to see you
on this our 9th Reunion year, and to once
again help to make this years’ celebration a
most memorable one.

The Harold G. Hoffman Alumni Com-
mittee

Edward J. Szatkowski
Class of 1965

LETTERS

Dear SA Times,
Community service is alive and well in

South Amboy.  Once again, for the EIGHTH
YEAR IN A ROW, the South Amboy
Middle/High School March of Dimes
WalkAmerica team raised the most money
of any other school in Middlesex County.
This year’s total was over $17,300.  Though
not our highest total, it still is a remarkable
achievement considering our total enroll-
ment is approximately 530 students.  Over
200 students, staff, parents, alumni, and
friends joined us on April 29th for the six-
mile walk, and all had a wonderful time.

Our success is only made possible
through the cooperation and generosity of
the entire South Amboy community.  Many
thanks to South Amboy Deli, Broadway
Bagels, and Colleen’s Kitchen who sold
paper sneakers and donated the proceeds to
our cause.  Thanks also to the South Amboy
Business Association and S.A.N.D., who
have sponsored our team for the last four
years, by purchasing our team shirts.
Through the generosity of our Senior Class
and the Purple & Gold club, we were able to
cover the cost of two buses to transport the
team.  Thanks also to Mrs. Mary Jane
Szbenyi, a staff member, who donated her
services in driving our school bus.  Thanks
to Brian Stratton of The SA Times, who is
unofficially our official team photographer,
donating his time and talent in helping to
create beautiful and lasting memories.

Lastly, a HUGE thank you to the stu-
dents, staff, parents, alumni and friends of
South Amboy Middle/High School, who
year after year contribute time and money to
the March of Dimes fight to save babies and
prevent premature birth.  YOU ARE ALL
OUR HEROES.

Yours truly,
Octavia Zampella
Student Council Advisor
Team Coordinator

The Best of Acoustic Jethro Tull (Capi-
tol/EMI)

 Besides this very cool, new acoustic 24
track set, Jethro Tull’s entire catalog of 29
albums is being re-mastered. They also in-
clude 2 new live recordings here. These are
acoustic songs culled from the bands 39-
year career rather than just newly recorded
songs. There’s a ground swell of gems
(“Thick as a Brick,” “A Christmas Song”)
and obscure tunes (“Fat Man,” “Life is a
Long Song”) that were picked by Ian Ander-
son that he felt were, “...Some of the obvious
and more audience-friendly songs as well as
some of my personal favorites.” The 2 live
songs, “One Brown Mouse” & Pastime With
Good Company” were recorded in ’07 & ’06
respectively, and give a glimpse of what
Tull is up to these days. They’ve raised their
musical bar, and are ready to move on,
expanding the band’s boundaries musically.

John Fogerty- Mellenium Collection†
(Hip-O Records)

These 11 songs stretch Fogerty’s ca-
reer from CCR to a solo artist nicely!
“Travelin’ Band” has to be one of the best
rockabilly rockers ever, with it’s hyperac-
tive rush of musical adrenaline bursting in
less than 3 minutes, and “Born on the Bayou”
has that magical mojo still going for it!
“Centerfield” still swings for the fences and
they also include 2 live cuts, “Premonition”
(a swampy rocker) and “Almost Saturday
Night,” which goes deep into John’s solo
catalog and still burns with urgency. These
are songs that are pretty much burned into
your musical memory banks, and will con-
tinue to draw your interest.

Sergio Mendes & Brazil ’66- Millen-
nium Collection† (Hip-O Records) Along
with

Herb Alpert and a few other topnotch
artists, Sergio Mendes brought Brazilian
music to mainstream radio in the 60’s. Suave,
sophisticated, and very danceable, classics
like “Night and Day” and Simon &

Garfunkel’s sleepy folk tune, “Scarborough
Fair” was transformed into mid-tempo dance
tunes with more color and light than the
originals.

Best of the Best: Their covers of the
Beatles “Fool on the Hill” & “With a Little
Help From My Friends” are as fresh, off-
beat and invigorating today as they were in
’66. Sergio Mendes and Brazil ’66 were
sharing their gift and love of music with the
world and a lot of today’s music (Reggaeton,
etc.) is all the better for it!

continued on page 23
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only a handful of people, mostly parents at
the games.”

Joe said “There was a lot of hard work
coming out of high school” to make the
starting rotation of powerful Kean.   “Every-
body in the college lineup, 1 through 9 is a
threat.  There’s a lot of hard work before and
after practice, and I spent a lot of one-on-
one time with Coach Iovaro and he really
helped me out.”

What was his most memorable game?
“The last game will always stand out,” he
said. Can you imagine, being a freshman,
and winning the World Series?   Bartlinski
said that, “The thought is always going to be
there, whether you’re ever going to get there
again.”  Joe’s goal for next year is to get
back to the World Series and repeat as
champions.

Teammate Brandon Aich of Sayreville,
Kean’s relief specialist has been good friends
with Bartlinski since Joe was 10 years old.
“He’s a good teammate, and always there to
help you out,” said Bartlinski.

Bartlinski, a Physical Education major
at Kean will be playing ball this summer
with the Jersey Pilots, traveling through
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Connecticut.
He hopes to work on a slider to add to his
arsenal of pitches, which includes a fastball
(Clocked consistently at 87-88, and topped
out at 91), curve, and change-up.

Joe, who was a 1,000 point scorer in
high school, said that he misses playing
hoops, but “I feel I made the right decision
choosing baseball.”  I couldn’t agree more.

continued from page 1Bartlinski
Alex Rodriguez is his favorite baseball

player because of “His tremendous work
ethic, and he always tries to do as good as he
can, and that’s what I try to do.”   Joe is also
a big Yankees fan. He hopes to work hard in
2008, “To remain undefeated on the mound,
and get back to the World Series.”

As a youngster his hero was his dad, Joe
Bartlinski.  “Without my dad, I would not be
where I’m at now.  He was always there for
baseball and basketball, and off the field and
court, I could always go to him for advice,
and still do to this day.  He coached me in
baseball all the way until I reached high
school.  Whenever I have a question about
what I’m doing wrong, I go to him first.”

Joe’s other favorite coach in the youth
leagues other than his dad, was the late Scott
Douglas, whom he played for in Sayreville.
“He was a real good guy, who was always
there and willing to help out.

Joe Bartlinski is a fine young All-Ameri-
can man, with a tremendous work ethic and
a very promising future.  If he adds another
pitch, which he will be working on this
summer, and gets the radar gun up to over 90
consistently, I believe we will one day see
him pitching for the Yankees, or some other
big league club.  Congratulations on win-
ning the World Series, Joe, and keep up the
super pitching!

The Bartlinski Notebook: Joe’s best
individual outing of the season came in his
13-2 victory over Rowan, in which he hurled
8 innings, and struck out 12.

Raritan Bay FCU
Celebrates

Raritan Bay FCU hosted their third
Annual Member Appreciation Day on Sat-
urday, May 19, 2007, from 9:00 AM to 1:00
PM in their main office lobby at 491 Raritan
Street in Sayreville, NJ.

Raritan Bay FCU wanted to show their
members how much they are appreciated.
There were gifts for everyone, exciting prizes
(BBQ Grill, DVD Player, Fire Pit, Smoothie
Maker), free chair massages provided by
Anthony Kelley of Health & Fitness in South
River, fun for kids (Spider-Man and Disney
Princess bicycles, video now, tattoos), re-
freshments, and much more!

Sayreville’s Danny Giovenco sings a fine
rendition of “The Star Spangled Banner,” at
the Firefighters’ Memorial Service, prior to
the Sayreville Memorial Day Parade.

In exchange for a spin at the prize
wheel, members were asked to donate $1 to
Sayreville Association for Brain Injured
Children.  During the event, a total of $100
was raised for SABIC.

Raritan Bay FCU is devoted to being
the only financial institution you will ever
need.  That is why they teamed up with
trusted resources to give members the tools
they need to make informed financial deci-
sions for their family.  In honor of their
members, Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union
invited trusted partners to talk about dis-
counted services, available exclusively to
Raritan Bay FCU members: Auto & Home
Insurance, Life Insurance –courtesy of
CUNA Mutual; Auto Sales – courtesy of
FBN Motors and Motor Vehicle Certifica-
tion Program; Travel Services – courtesy of
Rutgers Travel; Radio Advertising – cour-
tesy of Magic 98.3 FM; and Cancer Aware-
ness Program – courtesy of Key Credit Union
Program.

Members are the foundation of Raritan
Bay FCU.  Whether it is a new car you are
seeking, help with some tuition bills, or
purchasing your first home, Raritan Bay
FCU has the products to help you manage
your money efficiently.  Raritan Bay FCU
wants you to feel financially secure and
independent, therefore they will continue to
offer loan products and services that are
simple to understand and save you the most
money.  Membership at Raritan Bay FCU
begins with a savings account, but certainly
doesn’t stop there.  They offer a wide array
of deposit accounts, which boast–
HYPERLINK “https://www.affinityfcu.org/
onlineserv/rates.html”—impressive yields,
and low or non-existent fees.
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Dick Dale “King of the Surf Guitar,” at 70 years young turns in a truly incredible performance
at Asbury Lanes recently.  (Photos by Brian Stratton)

The Big Kahuna Of Surf Guitar
Hangs Ten At Asbury Lanes

By Clem Skarzynski

We arrived at a venerable hot box Fri-
day night, June 1st, as we pulled up on
Ratfinks Honda 350.  Man, the crowd was
groovy, the air was hot, and the Cokes were
cold!  Frankie and Annette were checkin’
ID’s.  Stepping around the beach blankets,
we made our way into the depths of the
famous Asbury Lanes, trying to find the
right spot to hang out and wait for him!

At 11 p.m. the first dripping wet, re-
verb-soaked notes came thru the four 15
inch JBL-D15F cabinets, pushed beyond
their limits by the 1961 Fender Showman
amp, and ’63 Fender reverb.  180 watts of
pure California Surf guitar!  The King had
arrived!  Wave after wave pounded the
crowd as the Big Kahuna himself, Mr. Dick
Dale, melodically mesmerized the young
and old with his signature Fender Strat.
Solos only Dick himself could do.  Backed
by a drummer and bass player, Dick ran off
hit after hit, vocalizing on covers such as
“The House of the Rising Sun,” “What I’d
Say,” and The Rivieras hit “California Sun.”
Then, pedaling further to catch the right
wave, to ride it back in with a blistering
instrumental right back to the shore.

“Let’s Go Trippin’,” “Esperanza,” The
Chantays “Pipeline,” The Surfaris, “Wipe

Out,” and my favorite Link Wrays
“Rumble”!  Wow!  Local legends, Roger
Johnson, Eddie Dill, and Frankie Dill would
have stood in awe as Dick and Co. did their
version of “Hey Bo Diddley,” complete
with a 10-minute drum solo.  Awesome!
Taking time to mess with the crowd, Dick
was a showman and gentleman.  He dis-
played his talents with the trumpet and har-
monica too!

Two hours, non-stop, wave after wave,
he rode them all!  One of the closers, what
else-”Miserlou” along with The Del-Tones
classic, “King of the Surf Guitar.”   He didn’t
leave any Ventures’ covers undone either.
Not bad for just turning 70 years young a
few weeks ago!  Cowabunga Dude!

Tom Burkard, Brian Stratton and my-
self had the pleasure of meeting and talking
with Dick after the show.  A gracious and
humble man, who is really down to earth.
He took the time to talk and listen, and re-
live the past.  Hey go to www.DickDale.com
for his entire history, discography, and tour
dates.  And Phil Rainone, even Dick told me
“Clem, keep playing.”  I will.  Thanks also
to Laney and Jennie at the Asbury Lanes for
the hospitality.

Shellie Sonstein (c) and the ‘Q’ Crew from Q-104.3 FM radio station, are pictured at the grand
re-opening of the Hess Station on Rt. 9 in Sayreville.  (Photo by Clem Skarzynski)

Celebrities In
Sayreville

By Clem Skarzynski
On June 9th, Shelli Sonstein and the

‘Q’-Crew were at the Hess Station’s Rt. 9
South grand re-opening.  It was great to
finally meet the lovely lady of Jim Kerr’s
Rock & Roll Morning Show at Q-104.3 FM,
and the hard-working ‘Q’-Crew.  There were
lots of fans of Shelli’s and ‘Q’ on hand to
meet and greet.  Shelli has a tough time slot-
up at 2:20 a.m. every morning, making the
trek to the City, and to get all the morning’s
news, weather, traffic and shout-outs to the
‘Q’ listeners.  I only needed Maria and Carol
to be there too!  All 3 ladies of the ‘Q’ at once
would have been awesome, but it was great
to see Shelli.  Hope you guys enjoyed the
pizza too!  Hey Jim, you gotta come along
next time.  Bring your pups, and I’ll be glad
to take ‘em for a walk!

The Heil Sound PR20P vocal mic in pink
casing with the breast cancer awareness
ribbon, comes in durable case with 3 wind
screens, gold, silver and black, with a mic
clip too!  Call Emmie Jones at 732-476-9688
or Clem at 732-721-6935.

Tommy James Improves With Age
By Tom Burkard

1960’s pop-rock music icon, Tommy
James & The Shondells, played a most
memorable concert at the Count Basie The-
atre in Red Bank recently.  James, 60 years
young and still rockin’ has undoubtedly
improved the sound of his group, using
modern technology and equipment to the
hilt, in addition to finding some outstanding
young musicians, who are so talented, seem
like they’re from another planet.

Tommy definitely still has what it takes
and proved it all night long throughout his
one hour plus performance.  The band blasted
through James’ 17, Top 40 hits, and had the
crowd up and dancing throughout the show.
“Hanky Panky,” which was Tommy’s first
hit, making it to #1, brought back many
wonderful memories for the children of the
60’s in attendance.  This song was also his
biggest seller of all-time.

 James and company also got plenty of
audience participation and ovations for
“Crimson And Clover,” a #1 chart-topper in
December of ’68, the always popular “Mony
Mony,” “I Think We’re Alone Now,” “Say
I Am,” “Sweet Cherry Wine,” “Crystal Blue
Persuasion,” “Ball Of Fire,” “Gettin’ To-
gether,” “Draggin’ The Line,” and several
other top-notch tunes.

Toward the latter part of the show,
Tommy invited everyone to come up on the
stage, as he wanted to meet them, but the
stage was too high to climb on, and for
crowd control and safety, he came down
into a “sea of madness,” walking down the
aisles (With tight security around), and shak-
ing hundreds of hands of fans, as women

pushed their way in to get close and hug and
kiss James (When possible).  He spent a lot
of time meeting his fans, going up and down
each aisle, and spreading the love and peace,
which the evening certainly brought out.  I
was happy to get a chance to shake the
legendary performer’s hand and tell him
that “You’re the greatest.”  He smiled appre-
ciatively.

Tommy James & The Shondells will
have a brand new Christmas CD out in
October, so don’t miss it!  This guy and his
bandmates are extremely talented, and worth
listening to.

Rumbles From The Rock ‘N’ Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Attention: All you local rockers/vo-
calists out there:  A great cause out there
needs your help.  Emerson Jones, bassist for
“The Rockdaddys” and the guru behind
Basement Audio Inc., here in town is the
official outlet for the new Heil Sound PR20P
Vocal Mic!  What makes this mic special is
that it is designed in Pink Pearl with the Pink
Ribbon designated by the Susan B. Komen
Foundation for the cure for breast cancer.

This microphone is one fantastic live
vocal mic with a smooth 50 HZ-18 KHZ
frequency response, and uses a special mag-
net structure and large aluminum 1 1/8" low
mass voice coil.  But, enough with the specs,
this is a great mic for a great cause, so please
give it a lot of thought.  The foundation
needs your support.  Church groups, schools,
and all you local rockers, give Emerson a
call at 732-476-9668.  A generous portion of
the proceeds will be personally delivered to

One Hit Wonders-30
Years Ago

1977-Don’t Give Up On Us-David Soul;
Gonna Fly Now (Theme From Rocky)-Bill
Conti; Undercover Angel-Alan O’Day;
Angel In Your Arms-Hot; Telephone Man-
Meri Wilson; Black Betty-Ram Jam; You
Light Up My Life-Debby Boone; The King
Is Gone-Ronnie McDowell; Heaven On The
Seventh Floor-Paul Nicholas.

the Lawrenceville, NJ Division of the Susan
B. Komen Foundation, so please start dial-
ing!  And many thanks for your support!
Hey, if you’d like to try the mic at a gig, call
me at 732-721-6935.  I’ll have one for you to
use!

Music Trivia
By The Numbers

By Tom Burkard

1.___One a.Bryan Adams
2.___At Seventeen b.Kiss
3.___1999 c.Three Dog Night
4.___1-2-3 d.Prince
5.___409 e.Janis Ian
6.___Beechwood 45789 f.Cold Play
7.___Summer of ’69 g.Len Barry
8.___One Hundred Years h.The Beach Boys
9.___8675309 i.The Marvelettes
10.__Christine Sixteen j.Tommy Tutone

Answers
1c 2e 3d 4g 5h 6i 7a 8f 9j 10b.

Got It Going On” is performed with
Bon Jovi along with Big and Rich.  This is
one of my favorites, as it features the very
catchy repetition hook, as well as extended
guitar solos, and talk-box action by Richie
Sambora.  This is a really fun rockin’ tune,
and Bon Jovi at its finest.  Another favorite
is, “I Love This Town,” that has great lyrics
and hook throughout.

Other songs include the timely, “Sum-
mertime,” “Make A Memory,” “Whole Lot

Bon Jovi
Of Leaving,” “Any Other Day,” “Seat Next
To You,” “Everybody’s Broken,” which
has potential to be an all-time classic some-
day, “The Last Night,” and “One Step
Closer.”

Overall, the transition for Bon Jovi to
country-style appears to have been very
smooth, and this group hasn’t missed a beat
at all.  They should have another mega-hit
with “Lost Highway.”

continued from page 1
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(As of 5/15/07)

Cousins Sarah O’Connor (SAHS)(R) and
Paul Conlon(L) (Cardinal McCarrick)
received the NJSIAA Scholar Athlete award
for their respective schools. The NJ State
Interscholastic Athletic Association honors
scholar athletes from schools throughout the
state each year. This year the annual
luncheon was held on May 20th, 2007 at the
Pines Manor in Edison, NJ. to honor the
recipients.

Eagles Place In
NJSIAA Track

Cardinal McCarrick soph, Brenton
Widgeon captured 3rd place in the 200-
meter dash, 5th in the 400-meter run, and
5th in the Long Jump at the NJSIAA/Star
Ledger  Boys Track Group Championships,
while competing in the Non-Public B Group.
He was one of few sophomores in the state
to qualify for the Meet of Champions, let
alone one who qualified in 3 events.  Team-
mate, Dontre Merricks, a junior, finished
4th in the 100-meter dash.

In the Girls Non-Public B Group, jun-
ior, Anne Trecolis place 3rd in the 400-
meter run for Cardinal McCarrick.

Coach Anthony Corcione stated that
“We also did track and field with no track or
field.  Everyone’s times and distances im-
proved over the season.  We have some
young talent and everyone will be coming
back next year.”

Nicola Chosen To
1st Team

Monmouth University’s star freshman,
Jessica Nicola of Sayreville, was selected to
1st Team catcher on the All Northeast Con-
ference (NEC) after turning in a fabulous
rookie year.  She was batting .392, and
ranked 4th in the conference in hits (60), and
3rd in total bases (90).  Her overall batting
average was 90th highest in college softball
in the entire country!  Nicola is a 2006 grad
of Sayreville War Memorial HS and resides
in South Amboy.  Congratulations, Jess!

Summer Tennis
Clinics

The South Amboy Recreation Dept.
will be holding Summer Tennis Clinics for
children and adults on June 25-28, and also
July 2-5 at the city’s beautiful, new Tennis
Complex at 6th Street Park.  The kids’
session will be in the morning, and adults in
the evening.  Cost is $35 for a 5-hour lesson.
The clinics will be conducted by South
Amboy High School’s varsity tennis coach,
Tony Gonsalves.  Clinic specifics will in-
clude: forehand, backhand, serve,
scorekeeping, and tennis etiquette.  To re-
ceive an application, register, or for more
info, call Tony G. at 732-525-5303.

Kuczynski
Academic All-Area

Laura Kuczynski, a 2003 Sayreville
War Memorial HS graduate was named to
the 2006-07 Philadelphia Inquirer Academic
All-Area Women’s Swimming team.  Laura
who excelled on the Rowan University swim
team and in the classroom with a 3.654
GPA, while majoring in Chemical Engi-
neering, graduated in May 2007.  Congratu-
lations, Laura!

Klimchak Excels In
Tennis

Mike Klimchak and his doubles partner
Roger Mosteller received a bid to represent
The College of New Jersey in the NCAA D3
Men’s Tennis Doubles National Champion-
ship Tournament.  Klimchak and Mosteller
were ranked 4th in the East with an (18-3)
record this season, and (37-6) career.  Mike
also was ranked 15th nationally in singles.
He was (16-4) in 2007 and (58-11) for his
career.  Mike is the son of former South
Amboy resident Mike Klimchak.

GMC
Sportsmanship
Award Winners

The 2007 honorees for Sportsmanship
include: Girls-Lynn Mayer, Sayreville;
Brooke Biloholowski, Cardinal McCarrick;
Kayla Laratta, South Amboy.  Boys-Carlos
Garcia, Cardinal McCarrick; Jeffrey Rapach,
Sayreville; Kyle Blum, South Amboy.

Toth An All-
American

Parlin’s Jeff Toth, star shortstop for
The College of New Jersey, was chosen to
the NCAA Division III All-America Third
Team.  The Sayreville grad, led the team
with 68 hits and took 2nd place in the TCNJ
batting race with a .368 average, in his first
year with the Lions, who finished (34-11).
In addition, Toth received several presti-
gious honors including: NJ Athletic Con-
ference All-Star Second Team; NJ Colle-
giate Baseball Coaches Association Divi-
sion II/III All-Star First Team All-State;
American Baseball Coaches Association
All-Mid Atlantic Region First Team.

In 2006, Toth was a National Junior
College Athletic Association All-America
First Team selection while playing for
Middlesex County College, where he drilled
73 hits and batted a stellar .415.  Congratu-
lations, Jeff!

Seres, Mundy,
Harris Star

South Amboy’s Brian Seres was the
winning pitcher, as the Red & Gold shocked
the Blue & White, 6-4 in the GMC Senior
All Star game.  Seres, combined with Doug
Wislinski of JP Stevens, and Mike Bartilotti
of Dunellen to hold their opponents hitless
for 5 innings while striking out 6.  Mike
Harris of Cardinal McCarrick stroked 2
singles, and Guvs’ Jared Mundy blasted a
triple for the winners.

Kirchner Stars At
Georgian Court

Soph infielder, Mallory Kirchner of
South Amboy batted a fine .359 in 51 games,
and led the Georgian Court

University team with 61 hits and 13
doubles.  Kirchner, a Cardinal McCarrick
graduate, also slugged 4 homers, 2 doubles
and had a .529 slugging pct.

Mayer 3rd In High
Jump

Sayreville’s Lynn Mayer finished 3rd
in the high jump with a 5-6 mark at the Meet
of Champions.  Congratulations, Lynn!

New King-Brian Seres
(l) now has the most
victories for a pitcher in
Hoffman/South Amboy
baseball history.  He is
congratulated by John
“Skeets” Skarzynski (r)
for winning his 25th
career game, and
breaking Skarzynski’s
old  Governors’ mark of
24, which was set 23
years ago in 1984.
(Photo by Barbara
Neumann)

Seres Breaks Victories Record
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy High School’s all-around
superstar, Brian Seres shattered the 24-year
old record for most victories in Hoffman/
South Amboy baseball history, by notching
his 25th win, with a monumental perfor-
mance in the CJ Group I quarterfinals against
Henry Hudson.  Brian led the Guvs to an 11-
1, 5-inning victory, by firing a 1-hitter and
striking out 10.  The county’s 2006 batting
champion, he also blasted a single, double
and homer to knock in 3 for SA.

The previous Purple & Gold record for
career wins was established by John “Skeets”
Skarzynski, who graduated in ’84, and turned
in a perfect (9-0) mark that year to lead his
team to the Group I State Championship.
“Skeets” finished his brilliant high school
days, in which he was All-County and All-
State, with an awesome (24-5) record in 3

years of varsity play.
Seres, who won the 2006 Home News

Tribune’s “Player of the Year” award led the
county in batting average, and several other
offensive categories.  His pitching record
year-by-year was: 2004-freshman (5-3),
2005-soph (6-3), 2006 junior (7-2), 2007
senior (7-1).  Brian’s overall record was a
sparkling (25-9).

He was also a standout in basketball,
pouring in well over 1,000 points in his
career, but plans to concentrate on baseball,
while matriculating to Brookdale Commu-
nity College, well-known and respected for
its fine baseball program. Congratulations
on probably the finest athletic career for any
boy in the history of Hoffman/South Amboy
HS!  Best of luck, and we hope to see you in
the big leagues one day soon!
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

Glory Days In
Local Sports

T.H.E.
Game

From The Youth League Archives

1965-The South Amboy Knights of Columbus Little Fellas League champions are a happy
team after defeating Rotary for the title.  Pictured kneeling (l-r) Batgirl Kathy O’Connor, Regis
Bulman, Frank Trpisovsky, Leroy Kurtz, Dave Keenan, John Musolf, Jim Lenahan, Lee
Mataranglo, Mike Kusic, Wayne Kryoler.  Top (l-r) Coach Charles Steuber, Ron Croddick,
Charles Steuber, Don Volosin, Kevin Bergin, George Morgan, Neil O’Connor, Jim Croddick,
Joe Wallis, Jim Fitzmorris, Marty Bergin, Manager Jerry O’Connor.  Missing from photo:
Brian Flannery, Scott Davies.  (Photo courtesy of Ron Croddick)

1958-St. Mary’s Perth
Amboy nipped St. Mary’s South
Amboy, 5-4, despite a home run
by John Mullane.  1967-
Sayreville slammed South River,

13-2 in baseball, as Dale
Kurowsky went 3-for-3 with
a 3-run homer and solo HR to

drive in 6 runs.  Rich More was the winning
pitcher, firing a 2-hitter and striking out 11.
Joe Theismann had both hits for the Rams
including a round-tripper.  1975-Hoffman
junior superstar, George Bongiorno allowed
only 2 earned runs in 44 innings (0.32) ERA,
and struck out 74, while compiling a (6-0-1)
record.   He and Rudy Neumann were se-
lected 3rd Team All-State in Group I. 1981-
Woodbridge blasted the Bombers of
Sayreville, 9-1 in diamond action.  Tom
Cannon doubled in the only run for the Blue
& Gray.  1997-Monroe nipped St. Mary’s
girls’ softball club, 15-14.  Laura Kemble
had 2 RBI.  2002-Rutgers Prep ripped South
Amboy girls’ softball squad, 16-6.  Danielle
Ball ripped a double and drove in 2 runs.

Sport-Baseball
Year-1958
Teams-Sayreville vs. St. Mary’s
The Lineups:
Sayreville
Tom Michaels cf John Dusko 2b Lenny
Popowski rf  Tony Zyskowski ss  Jankowski
cf  Ciszewski c Rich Kornacki 1b Ron Helpa
3b Paprota p.
St. Mary’s
Joe Phillips cf Pat Mullane ss Tom “Tex”
Leonard c Jim Heffernan 3b Vona 1b Kolo
2b Seaman rf  Henry “Henny The DJ” Conroy
lf C. Conroy p.  Res. Bob “Rock” Stader rf
John Mullane lf.
Recap-The Bombers scored 3 unearned runs,
and another on a squeeze bunt by Jack
Jankowski to stop the Eagles 4-0.  Eddie
Paprota notched the win with an 11-strikeout,
3-hitter.  Freshman Jack Seaman belted a
double for SM.  Charlie Conroy fired a
beautiful 1-hitter, striking out 6, but issued
10 bases on balls, and hit a batter.  Ron
“Mucci” Ciszewski got the lone hit off
Conroy, in the 6th inning.
MVP-Eddie Paprota.

You Call It
Last month’s photo contest, “You Call

It” received some interesting answers, in
regards to identifying the Hoffman player
being forced out at the plate, and the catcher
on the opposing team which is believed to be
St. Mary’s.

Joe Martin, St. Mary’s HS Class of ’63,
guessed that the catcher “Had to be Art
O’Donnell from our 1963 championship
team.”  Tom M. Wisniewski, who played for
Sayreville from 1963-66, believed that he
was the catcher.  “Even my mother thinks
that it was me,” he said.

The correct answer remains a mystery,
but my guess is that the catcher is in fact Art
O’Donnell, and the base runner is Tom
House of Hoffman HS.  The photo taken had
to be at a City Series game between the
Eagles and Guvs, because the third baseman
has an “M” on the front of his uniform
jersey.

Diamond Dust
1949-National Semi-Pro Tournament at
Wichita, Kansas
South Amboy, NJ 9 Alaska 1-Winning
pitcher Jack Costello tossed a 4-hitter and
drove in 2 runs with a single.  Frank “Box”
Zebro walloped an RBI triple, and Jim
Croddick belted an RBI double.
1964-Mid-County Baseball League
South Amboy 6 Milltown 1-Jim Carney
fired a no-hitter and struck out 12.  Billy
Clayton was 4-for-4 with a triple and 3 runs
scored.  Pete Waters had a fine 3-for-3
game, and Jim Wallis drilled 2 doubles.
1964-South Amboy Little Fellas Baseball
League
Rotary 17 Jo-Tom’s 1-Winning pitcher,
Charlie Lange made his first start a memo-
rable one by firing a nifty 1-hitter and
striking out 11.  Marty Muchanic drilled 4
hits, Doug Buckalew 3, Gary Lange 3 for
the winners.
1970’s-South Amboy Girls Softball League
Pirates 6 Yanks 5-Norine Croddick blasted
a home run and single, to drive in 3 runs, and
Judy Sobush hit a 2-run homer.
1973-Sayreville Babe Ruth League
Peter Pank Diner 14 Italian-American Club
3-Joe Murowski hammered 4 hits for the
Pank.
1973-Morgan Babe Ruth League
Fred’s Sunoco 9 Harbor Chevron 2-Win-
ning pitcher Ross Buckalew fired a 2-hitter
and struck out 14.
1973 Morgan Girls Softball League
Red Devils edged Canaries (No score avail-
able)-Debbie Richel was the winning
pitcher.
1974 South Amboy Girls Softball
Giants 18 Yankees 2-Winning pitcher
Sharon Pawlowski had a perfect 4-for-4
game.
1977-South Amboy Little Fellas
Progressive 12 Lions 10-Billy Bright ripped
2 singles and a triple for the victors.

First Slow Pitch No-
Hitter

1971-Jack Gallagher, fired the first com-
plete game no-hitter in the South Amboy
Men’s Slow Pitch Softball League, leading
The Place (A Feltus St. bar back then) to an
8-0 victory over Enterprise in the semifinals
of the playoffs.  Gallagher’s bid for a perfect
game was ruined by 2 errors in the last
inning.

35 Years Ago
1972-Willie Wynn became the first Af-

rican-American to play in the South Amboy
Men’s Slow Pitch Softball League.  The
talented outfielder played for Progressive,
and batted .307 with 2 doubles and a homer.

All-State Brothers
Brothers Tom and Joe Kelly were both

All-State baseball selections while playing
for St. Mary’s.  Tom “Red,”a senior out-
fielder, was a 2nd Team All Groups, and 1st
Team Parochial selection in 1968.  Joe
“Jody,” a junior outfielder, was a 3rd Team
Parochial choice in ’69.

15 Years Ago
1992-Danny and Melissa Poulsen were

teammates on the Center Deli team, and
became the first brother and sister in history
to play on the same South Amboy Little
Fellas League team.  Danny went on to star
in baseball, and Melissa in softball for South
Amboy HS.

Answer To The
Ghost #2

John “Pinger” Phillips, the leading
scorer for St. Mary’s 1955-56 basketball
team, sent in a response to The Ghost #2,
who wondered in his article last month, why
the Eagles played Cardinal Dougherty in
’57.  Phillips writes, “I can tell you why St.
Mary’s played Cardianl Dougherty back in
1957.  Actually, we played them twice in
’57, once in Philadelphia (I believe in Jan.,
where we beat them) and again in Dec.,
where they came up with a whole different
team.  I think either Coach McCarthy or
Father Russell had a connection down there,
and since 56-57 was their first varsity sea-
son, they were looking for games to fill out
the schedule.  So, we played them a home
and home on a one time basis.

Danny & Caileigh Excel
Danny and Caileigh Giovenco of

Sayreville had outstanding freshmen years
at college.  Danny was named to the Dean’s
List for the second semester at the College
of New Jersey, Ewing.  He is majoring in
Communications/Public Relations with a
minor in Spanish.  Danny was selected as a
Student Ambassador for the college and he
sings with the Trentones, TCNJ’s a capella
singing group.

Caileigh was named to the Dean’s List
for the second semester at Elizabethtown
College, Elizabethtown, PA.  She is major-
ing in Elementary Education with a concen-
tration in Special Education.  Caileigh played
forward for the women’s soccer team and
was a statistician for the men’s and women’s
basketball program.  She was recently named
a tutor by the E.C. Dept. of Education and
was active in the Relay for Life Fundraiser
on campus.  Congratulations, Danny and
Caileigh!  Keep up the great work!

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2
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1947-New York Yankees rookie outfielder,
Allie Clark of South Amboy in a very rare
pinstripe photo.

2007-Allie Clark points to his signature on
the 1947 World Series Championship team
baseball bat.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Allie Clark: Forever A New York Yankee-
Part 2 By Tom Burkard

Allie’s father, Alfred died in 1939, and
“Never got to see me play when I was
starting to become a pretty good player in
high school.  He never saw me play basket-
ball (Allie was All-County) either.  I really
wish he had seen me play,” said Clark.

Following the death of Allie’s dad, his
mother, Helen, had the huge responsibility
of raising a family of 9 on her own.  Clark
stated that, “My poor mother had to worry
about 5 of us, (Brothers) 3 who were in
World War II, one brother in the Korean
War, and my youngest brother who was in
the service too.”

The NY Yankees top scout, Paul
Kritchell signed Allie to a bonus contract in
the summer of 1940.  Allie joked, “I was a
rich man.  I got $250 he laughed.  I was
dating Fran, my future wife, and we went
out to celebrate, and I spent about $10 of the
$250.  We had a good time.”

However, everyone wasn’t happy about
Allie signing the contract.  St. Mary’s Coach
John Zdanewicz and Athletic Moderator,
Father Horan “Were very mad at me, be-
cause I was now considered a pro and
couldn’t play on the basketball team in my
senior year.  What if I got injured or broke a
leg playing basketball?  They got over it.  I
feel I made the right decision,” said Clark.

In 1941, Allie played for his first pro
team at Amsterdam, NY in the Canadian/
American League.  He was pounding the
ball for a .368 average over his first few
weeks, but got homesick and returned to
South Amboy.  “I was home for a week, and
then they sent me to Easton, Maryland in the
Eastern Shore League, Class C ball, and I
had a good year there.  Incidentally, several
years later a friend of mine, Kenny Rogers,
a pitcher from South Amboy followed me
on these two teams.”

In ’42, Allie was promoted to Norfolk,
Virginia in the Piedmont League, where he
hit .328, finishing 2nd in the league, behind
Louie Ohlmo, who went on to play for the
Dodgers.  He recalled a game that season
when his team faced Norfolk Training Sta-
tion, and “Bob Feller pitched against us and
struck out 18.  What’s amazing is that 6
years later, we were teammates on the Cleve-
land Indians 1948 World Series champion-
ship team.”  Clark was brought up by the
Newark Bears at the end of the ’42 season
for the last 4 or 5 games.

Allie went to Spring Training with the
Newark club in ’43, and due to traveling
restrictions because of the war, the Bears
trained in nearby Plainfield, NJ.  “Then
Uncle Sam came and I got the draft notice
for the Army.  My old friends “Doc” O’Leary,
“Yup” Kowalewski and I were drafted at the
same time and took a train to Fort Dix,” he
recalled.

During World War II, Clark spent 3
years in the military, initially as an MP who
was stationed in Michigan.  He was then sent
to Europe, and as a Combat Medic, cared for
the wounded.  While overseas, he was in
England, France, Germany, Belgium and
Luxemborg.  Although many ballplayers in
the service played exhibition games, Allie
said that he never played in a game for his
entire military hitch.  “We practiced over in
Europe, but didn’t play any games.”

On New Year’s Day 1946, Allie re-
turned to the U.S. from overseas, and was
sent to Atlantic City to work as a Medic.
Two weeks later, he was called by the New-
ark Bears, and shortly after on a train to
Seabring, Florida for Spring Training.  While
there, he met Bobby Brown and Yogi Berra.
“There must have been 500 players there,
trying to make the team, and I never thought
I’d make the Bears with Yogi,” Clark stated.
He certainly did make it along with Brown
and Berra, and went on to an incredible
season, finishing a close runner-up for the
International League batting title behind the
great Jackie Robinson.

The year 1947 turned out to be Allie’s
“dream season.”  Once again with Newark,
he owned International League pitchers, by
blasting 23 home runs, knocking in 86 runs,
and batting a blistering .334 before getting
the call to the New York Yankees in August.
His old buddies, Berra and Brown had been
brought up to the big club earlier in the
season.

*Don’t Miss Part 3 in the July 21st
issue of The SA Times, as Allie becomes a
Yankee, meets Babe Ruth, and much
more!
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The runners in the picture are all Sayreville graduates.  The picture was taken at the
2007 New Jersey Athletic Conference Outdoor Championship Track Meet held on May 5,
2007 at the College of New Jersey.  Their names from left to right are Priscilla Senyah (2006),
Greg Kuczynski (2005), Steve Logan (2005), and Meghan Miller (2006).  Priscilla and
Meghan compete for TCNJ, Greg competes for Rowan, and Steve competes for Ramapo.

Confessions Of A South Amboy Guy –
Circa 1956-1964

Fort Lauderdale, The Place That Made Me A South Amboy Guy

It was the Spring of 1963 and I remem-
ber I was in my college library in North
Carolina one evening working on some end
of term assignment- everybody knows you
can get nothing done in a dorm room-and
two of my most musical and party-oriented
friends came up to me and said that they had
struck Spring Break Gold. Through their
girlfriends from Winthrop College for
Women in Rock Hill, South Carolina, they
were asked to “go in on” a bungalow, this
was before the proliferation of condos,  on
the beach in Fort Lauderdale, Florida for the
Spring vacation.. And the invitation was
being extended to yours truly to be in on this
week of fun and sun and party for the princely
sum of $50.00. Also, since they both had
cars, and since gas was a paltry 25 cents a
gallon split up 3 ways, transportation was
not going to be a problem.

At the time, Fort Lauderdale was the
equivalent of today’s Cancun, Panama City,
Key West and Acapulco all rolled into one
as far as the college spring break crowd was
concerned.  For the unschooled, I refer you
to the grand daddy of all spring break mov-
ies, “Where the Boys Are“ with George
Hamilton drawing the question mark in the
sand,  and Frank Goshen and Connie Francis
playing patty cakes on the beach.. Well, the
locale of that movie was Fort Lauderdale,
and I guess it put Florida nationally on the
college age party map the same way that
MTV spring break hedonistic extravagan-
zas have put Cancun, Mexico on the party
map internationally.

So, of course, I jumped at the chance to
go on this dream vacation, and said that I
was in. I mean, who wouldn’t, right? Of
course, my friends were quite happy that I
was along for the ride and plans began to be
made in earnest and with great joy.

Until the next morning when I found
my same two buds together in the college
cafeteria and told them that I wouldn’t be
going with them, after all. They were dumb-
founded, of course, and asked two things.
First, was I crazy, and second, why wasn’t I
going?  The answer to the first question I
didn’t feel qualified to answer, but the sec-
ond one was easy.

I told them that I had to go home to
South Amboy (they were both from Long
Island) for some very important reasons that
couldn’t be postponed:  I had to go and hang
out with Lopy and Pacor at Gus Potts’ or
Tarallo’s, play basketball up the tank with
Jackie Kreiger and Edu, play softball with
John Mc Quade and Gene Dennen for the
Gay 90’s up at Tiger’s field, get a soggy at
Abbatellio’s,  go down the Island to watch
the submarine races, drive down Bordentown
Avenue to Stevens Avenue, over to Main
Street, down to Broadway back to
Bordentown Avenue, and continue to repeat
that circuit over and over again to see what
was going on in town until it was time to go
home.

You know, sometimes I wake up at  3
o’clock in the morning, look up at the ceiling
and I can still see the look incredulity on
their collective faces, but that’s how it went
down and they had no trouble getting an-
other of our friends to take my place.

So now you know why I have felt au-
thorized to write the articles I have about
those times and the people of those times. I
hope you agree that by this story alone, I
have paid my dues and earned the right to at
least tell something of what it was like back
then.  I hope both the people who were
around with me in those times and. also, the
people who weren’t have found something
of merit in one person’s remembrances of
those long ago times in South Amboy.

The Ghost

Flag Retirement-Frank “Inky” Norek (3rd from left) sings “The Star Spangled Banner at the
American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 62 of South Amboy’s flag retirement ceremony at the
South Amboy Boat Ramp.  Firefighter Mike Geraltowski (l), Commader Bob “Zak” Sekerak
(2nd from left), and other Legion members look on.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Fines For Fake ID’s

Sayreville veteran and World War II hero,
Edwin A. Kolodziej (r) is shown during his
recent visit to France, unveiling a plaque
honoring John Noel, a combat scout of the
95th Infantry Division, who was killed in
action on Oct. 21, 1944.

Hoffman High
Reunion

The 8th Annual All-Class H.G. Hoffman
HS Reunion will be held again this year on
Sun., Aug. 19, from 1-5 p.m. at Seabra’s
Armory in Perth Amboy.  This year’s spe-
cial guests will be members from the classes
of 1967 and 1977.  The cost will be $50 paid
in advance, and $60 at the door.  Please send
your checks ASAP to and made payable to:
Ms. Susan Mattson, 241 Cindy St., Old
Bridge, NJ 08857.  Phone inquiries can be
made to Ed Szatkowski at 732-721-2956 or
e-mail to: HGHAlumni@yahoo.com.

50-50 tickets are held up by Sacred Heart Carnival volunteer, Frank Nebus (r), as sisters from
the Sacred Heart School enjoy his enthusiasm for selling.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Legislation Assemblymen John S.
Wisniewski, Neil M. Cohen, and Upendra
Chivukula sponsored to toughen penalties
for individuals who possess or distribute
phony public utility employee identifica-
tion badges was released recently by the
Senate Law and Public Safety and Veterans’
Affairs Committee.

“Generating plants and other utility fa-
cilities are potential terrorist targets, and we
need to mitigate our state’s vulnerability,”
said Wisniewski (D-Middlesex).  It’s tanta-
mount to a security breach to not have strong
penalties in place to punish individuals who

pirate utility identification credentials.”
The bill (A-1940) would provide power

plants, water supply stations and general
water and power infrastructure with an added
layer of protection from vandalism and ter-
rorist attacks.

Under the measure, any public utility
employee who allows another person to use
their identification would be guilty of a
fourth-degree crime, subject to up to $10,000
in fines and 18 months in jail.  The penalties
also would extend to anyone displaying or
using a public utility identification badge to
deceive another person, and to anyone know-
ingly caught in possession of a forged public
utility identification badge.

The measure would further classify forg-
ing public utility identification badges, pos-
sessing the materials for forging badges,
and distributing or using phony public util-
ity employee identification badges as sec-
ond-degree crimes-punishable by up to
$150,000 in fines and 10 years in jail.

Additionally, any person using or dis-
playing a false utility badge or attempting to
impersonate a utility employee, would be
charged with a third-degree crime and could
face up to $15,000 in fines and 5 years in jail.

Knightly News
By Steve Schmid

The South Amboy Knights of Colum-
bus #426 are holding a benefit Comedy
Night, Friday June 29 at 8 p.m.  The $40
price features several stand up comedians
plus an Italian Buffet, with unlimited beer,
wine and soda.  The Knights are also spon-
soring an outing with the Somerset Patriots,
Saturday night Aug. 25 at 7 p.m. at Com-
merce Bank Ballpark.  Cost is $40 and
includes seating at the Party Deck where
people can enjoy a buffet dinner and unlim-
ited soda and water.  The evening also fea-
tures a special autograph session with Patri-
ots manager and former Yankee Cy Young
Award winner and relief ace, Sparky Lyle.
Children are invited to come to the ballpark
early and shag fly balls with the Somerset
Patriot players.  For more info on these
events, please call Albert at 646-208-3283
or 732-721-2025.

Summer Programs
At Sayreville

The Sayreville Recreation will be hold-
ing a Strength/Cardio Class beginning on
June 25.  Select- Mon., Wed., or Thurs. from
9-10:15 a.m., a 6-week program, with a fee
of $30 per day.

Also starting on June 25 will be Pilates/
Sculpt Class.  Select-Mon., Wed., Thurs.
from 10:30-11:30 a.m., a 6-week program,
with a fee of $30 per day.

Registration for all programs is held at
the Recreation Dept. Office Mon.-Fri., 8
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

For complete info, call Sayreville Rec-
reation Dept. 732-390-7092 or 732-390-
7096.
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Gardening Tips For Lower Back Pain
Prevention

The best preparation for gardening is a
back conditioned by spinal care exercise
and good posture all year round.  Moreover,
when you garden, let your legs and arms do
the work instead of your back.  Here are
some tips to make your gardening easier:

1. When weeding, get down on your
hands and knees rather than bending and
twisting from the waist.  Don’t stand and
bend over repeatedly.  2. Lift dirt and debris
by letting your arms, legs and thighs carry
the load.  Keep your back straight and bend
your knees.  Handle only manageable loads
at a time.  3. Use long-handled tools to keep
you from stooping while raking, digging or
mowing.  Don’t stoop when pushing a wheel-
barrow.  4. Switch hands frequently when
doing prolonged raking, hoeing or digging.
Repetitive motion to one side can bring on
lower back and shoulder spasms.  5. Don’t
work too long in one position especially one
that is awkward or unusual.  This can cause
muscle imbalance.  6. Don’t overexpose
yourself to long periods in the sun without
protection of head and body.  Take frequent
breaks and drink lots of water.

DuPont Credit
Union Welcomes
Sayreville Education
Association

The Parlin DuPont Employees Federal
Credit Union has recently amended its char-
ter to include all members of the Sayreville
Education Association and their families.
Established in 1937, the DuPont Credit
Union has been serving the financial needs
of the employees of E.I. DuPont Company
and within the past few years has expanded
to include the Sayreville Municipal Em-
ployees and Exel Co.

The credit union offers a full range of
competitive financial services including
checking, savings and club accounts as well
as personal loans, auto loans and a full range
of mortgage products.  Education is an im-
portant part of the credit union philosophy,
which is why the DuPont Credit Union has
partnered with Key Credit Union programs
to offer a unique cancer awareness program
providing an affordable group discount
which enables their members to purchase
cancer protection insurance to offset the
unexpected medical costs of cancer.  Other
credit union services include new and used
car buying services and discounts on Six
Flags Tickets.

The Credit Union is located on Wash-
ington Road, next to the Sayreville Emer-
gency Squad with convenient hours Mon.,
Wed. and Fri. 8:30 to 5:00 and Thurs. 10:00
to 2:00. They will be hosting an open house
throughout the summer months to welcome
the Sayreville Education Association and to
encourage all DuPont, Sayreville, SEA and
Exel employees, and their families, to expe-
rience The Credit Union Difference - YOU.

396 Pound Shark
Caught

Joe Patskanik of Parlin hauled in a 396-
pound thrasher shark after a 3 1/2 hour
battle.  Joe won the South Jersey Marina
Shark Tourney in Cape May with his huge
fish.  Congratulations!

Trip to Poland
A trip to Poland is planned for Sept. 10-

21, 2007.  The cities included in this tour are
Malbork, Gdansk-Gdynia-Sopot, Torun,
Czestochowa, Zakopane, Krakow and War-
saw (from the Baltic in the north to the
mountains in the south).  Space is limited.
Cost is $2295 and includes airfare, hotel
accommodations, bus transportation in Po-
land and breakfasts and dinners daily.  If
interested call 732-925-4207.  Leaving from
South Amboy.
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WWW.?

Do you know the location of this building, and the story behind the name of the establishment
in this photo?  Why was it famous?  Please send your answers to: satimes@aol.com

LETTERS
Hi Tom,
Keep up the good work!  How about a

plug for Hillcrest Tavern’s fast pitch soft-
ball Class B state champs in 1957?

Take Care,
Tom Suchorski
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Reply:  Tom, in my 37 years of re-
searching South Amboy and Sayreville
sports, I have never seen or heard anything
about this team, but if you or anyone else has
information, I would love to see it, and of
course, do an article about the Hillcrest
team.

Thanks for telling me.

Dear Tom,
I have enjoyed The SA Times since

being introduced to it by my cousin Jerry
Connors.  Please renew my subscription.

Jacqueline Brzezniak

“Queen For A Day”
The Sayreville Lady Dems are pro-

foundly grateful for having the opportunity
to acknowledge and celebrate the selection
of Martha Petner as our “Queen For A Day.”
She is a well-known and highly-respected
resident in our community.  Her resume is
one that will attest to her outstanding quali-
ties of volunteering, community service,
and interest in serving people.  We are all
extremely proud of her many accomplish-
ments, and feel she is most deserving of the
title “Queen For A Day.”  Throughout her
entire life, she has demonstrated royalty in
everything she does.

A coronation dinner was held in her
honor where Mayor Kennedy O’Brien per-
formed the crowning ceremony.  It was a
heart-warming event to see so many people
contributing in different ways to make this
day an enjoyable and memorable one for
Martha.  We would like to extend a sincere
thank you to Mayor O’Brien and council
members for attending and recognizing her
with a community resolution.  To Free-
holder Blanquita Valenti for attending and
presenting Martha with a resolution from
the Middlesex County Freeholders.  To our
State Senator Joseph Vitale, a deep appre-
ciation for the beautifully worded Senate
resolution honoring Martha.  To Robert
Redford and Scott Dunn, who did such a
wonderful job as Martha’s Royal Honor
Guard.  Many thanks, as you added such a
personal touch that was indeed moving and
enjoyed by all.

Once again, heartfelt thanks to all from
Martha Petner and the Lady Dems.

Sincerely,
Shirley Dill,
President, Sayreville Lady Dems

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is my check for my renewal

subscription.  I enjoy receiving your news-
paper each month.  Although it’s been at
least 50 years since I lived in South Amboy,
I still feel it’s my hometown and have many
fond memories of the town and the people.

Regards,
Stan Olenczak
Florida (Formerly of So. Amboy)

Tom,
I would like to share some news about

how good the South Amboy First Aid Squad
is.  After knee replacement surgery, and a
short hospital stay, I was supposed to be
transferred to a rehab center.

An outside outfit was scheduled to per-
form the transfer, but was delayed.  After a
1 1/2 hour delay, I asked the social director
to contact South Amboy and ask if they
could transfer me.  They responded in 20
minutes and made the transfer.  My personal
thanks goes out to the SAFA Squad and the
crew that responded.  They are the best!  Jim
Ryan, Larry Lenahan, Bill Parsons Jr., Marty
Ruszala.

Thanks Again,
Allie Ust - South Amboy

Dear Tom,
It was great speaking with you today.  It

is really a small world and it is amazing how
your past touches you every day.  A former
resident of Sayreville, Dorothy Weis, who
worked with my husband Bob at the Bor-
ough of Sayreville, called the other evening
and they caught up on news in the Sayreville/
South Amboy area.  She sent along your
newspaper to us here in Virginia, and it was
a total delight to read all the interesting
things that were included in this copy.

I am including my check for a year’s
subscription to your newspaper.  We look
forward to getting our own copy.  Say “hello”
to all our friends and neighbors in South
Amboy and Sayreville and keep in touch.

Best Regards,
Carol Lytkowski
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Virginia

Mr. Tom B.
Enclosed is a check for my annual re-

newal of your most enjoyable newspaper.  I
look forward to receiving it, although I do
not see any old classmates with the excep-
tion of Mrs. Bea Harvey in your latest edi-
tion.  Great picture!  I read the entire paper
when it arrives.  After I am through, my wife
Mary does the same even though she’s from
Tennessee.

Keep Up The Good Work,
Raymond A. Hajducsek
(St. Mary’s Class of 1950)
South Carolina

Tom,
I enjoy reading your newspaper!  My

mother gets me a copy every month.  Is there
any way to get a copy sent to my home?
Please let me know.

Thomas M. Wisniewski
(Formerly of Sayreville)

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

Winners
Only 3 people correctly identified

both pictures last month, and several
others knew the name and location of
the building.

The correct answer could have been
any of the following businesses that
were located in the building on the cor-
ner of Stockton and First St: Komar’s
original factory store; A credit union
owned by National Lead in the 1970’s;
Currently owned by Johnson Controls.
There were also a few other businesses
there.  Do you remember any?

The second photo with the initials
and date “K of P 1894” stood for the
Knights of Pythias.  According to South
Amboy’s George Selover, a past Com-
mander of the Knights of Pythias, “Bas-
ketball games were played in there.”
Former SA resident, Vince Higgins, who
“Googled” to find out about the Knights
of Pythias, said,  “The Order of the
Knights of Pythias is an international,
non-sectarian fraternal order established
in 1864 in Washington, DC.”  Vince
also told us that “the building was the
original Komar factory, and Sid Komar
released the building for the use of South
Amboy’s Civil Defense program for use
as an emergency hospital in the event of
perhaps an air raid by German bomb-
ers.”  Does anyone know any of the past
officers or what regalia they may have
worn to meetings, etc.?  Also, what year
was the South Amboy order disbanded?

The “Big Winners”, who knew
both photos were: Claire Kuhn, Vince
Higgins and Estelle Pluskota.

Correctly answering the first part
only were: Marian Mills, Mary Ann
Matarangolo, Frank Grimley, Pat Scully,
Mary Agnes Morris, Rich Garsick.
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Our whole bay is loaded with Bluefish

and bunker.  Some big Striped Bass are here
too. At Cliffwood and SA beaches Bluefish
are predominate. They are so plentiful that
they stretch back to Perth Amboy!  Off the
Perth Amboy waterfront one night I saw
quite a few Blues caught some were 6 to 8
pounds, one was pushing the 10lb mark.
Many nights I have seen Blues attaching
schools of Bunkers. One guy fishing near
the Armory had a big Bass well over 20lbs.
I’ve seen 2 Fluke caught both keepers in the
18in range.  Fluke fishing is now good in the
entire bay areas.  Some big Fluke around 10
and 13 pounds were caught near Sandy
Hook at the T.C. buoy and Bug Light areas.
Several in the 6 to 8 pound range have also
shown up.  Many anglers met their limits
despite the new 17inch regulation.  Party
Boat Blue fishing is hit and miss with more
good days than bad.  There have been Striped
Bass mixed in too.  Bottom fishing is mostly
Ling and Sea Bass.  Stripers are hitting in
the surf and some big Black Drum has
shown up surprising a few people!
Fresh Water

Even though Trout stocking has ended,
my wife and I fished the Pequest for a few
hours in the afternoon on Sunday June 10th.
She limited out with 4, plus losing one.  I
caught 2 and lost 2 and saw an 18 inch
Rainbow follow my lure.  Shad action may
be over but there are a few that stay and
spawn at the King Cole pool off route 46.
Bass, Pickerel and everything else should
be good statewide.

Obituaries
Anderson, Margaret V., 80, formerly of

South Amboy died on May 27.
Applegate, Frederick M., Sr., 62, for-

merly of South Amboy died on May 23.
Borysewicz, Thomas, 73, of South

Amboy died on May 23.
Bratus, Dennis L., 57, of South Amboy

died on June 3.
Campion, Helen M., 83, of South

Amboy died on June 1.
Dauda, Ronald W. Sr., 72, of Sayreville

died on May 21.
Dzielak, Frances M. Gomolka, 93, of

South Amboy died on May 20.
Gajewski, Walter F. Sr., 90, of South

Amboy died on May 20.
Gostkowski, Maureen, 55, formerly of

Sayreville died on June 2.
Grobelny, Ronald, 66, of Sayreville

died on May 26.
Halka, LaVern Draeger, 80, of

Sayreville died on June 6.
Jaskowiak, Katherine Gondek, 94, for-

merly of South Amboy/Sayreville died on
June 2.

Kelly, Dorothy Clark, 85, of South
Amboy died on May 18.

Kennedy, Florence E., formerly of South
Amboy died on June 7.

Kennedy, James F., 85, formerly of
South Amboy died on May 31.

Kinsel, Joan Szarejko, 72, formerly of
Sayreville died on June 11.

Kline, Claire L. Arose, 85, of South
Amboy died on June 8.

Kriss, Matthew, 48, formerly of
Sayreville died on May 24.

Mack, Veronica, 92, formerly of South
Amboy died on June 2.

McCarthy, Mary R. Colligan, 83, of
South Amboy died on June 4.

Natale, Joseph Jr., 72, of Parlin died on
June 6.

Novak, Shirley Ann, 66, of Parlin died
on June 11.

Nuzzo, Ralph D., 58, of Parlin died on
June 11.

Roskowski, Regina S. Raczkowski, 89,
of South Amboy died on June 4.

Scott, Alice Erickson, 82, formerly of
South Amboy died on May 6.

Sebok, Alexander Jr., 84, of South
Amboy died on May 24.

Sharkey, Robert S., 38, of Parlin died
on May 16.

Stelmaszek, Charles J., 53, of Sayreville
died on May 31.

Szaszi, Doris, 79, of Parlin died on May
29.

Wilkins, Geraldine H. Stolte, 71, of
Morgan died on May 25.
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A-Rod-Alex Rodriguez, Yankees third baseman is shown carrying a Coca-Cola as he walks
down the first base line at Yankee Stadium.   He was going to the outfield to loosen up before
the Yankees took on the Angels on May 26.  A-Rod currently leads the major leagues in home
runs.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

For Mature Women Only
By Elaine Scott

“When you’re smilin’, when you’re
smilin’, the whole world smiles with you.
When you’re laughin’, when you’re laughin’,
the sun comes shinin’ through.”

The bad news is no one has yet to find
a way to stop the aging process.  The good
news is that if anyone can do it, Suzanne
Sommers can.  It’s probably only a matter of
time before she bottles some kind of “po-
tion” and begins to sell it on HSN for $19.99
plus postage and handling.

As all of us mature women continue to
slide down the proverbial hill together, we
keep learning firsthand about the many and
varied aspects of aging.  It’s more than going
to bed one night feeling well, then, waking
in the morning with the onset of arthritis.
It’s more than eagerly waiting to watch a
movie in the evening on TV, only to fall
asleep before it gets to the good part.  It’s
even more than being shocked when we hear
ourselves talk knowledgeably about condi-
tions like lactose intolerance and overactive
bladders.  It’s those other “female” things,
things which make us mirror images of each
other.

Facial Hair:  Unlike men, women’s hair
becomes more abundant with age.  Unfortu-
nately, it’s on the face.   Some women will
get light mustaches, others a few chin whis-
kers.  All of our faces, though, become
“fuzzier.”  If you think you’re an exception,
just take a ride to a bank drive-up window on
a sunny day, and look in your car mirror.
Advice:  Smile and get a pair of tweezers,
hair removers, and a good car mirror.

Facial Features:  Skin loses its elastic-
ity, so full cheeks become positioned lower
on the face, and jowls appear.  Lips also lose
their blush of color as well as their defini-
tion, and lines get etched into the skin like
some kind of facial map.  As for the nose,
well, if you think yours got a little bigger,
it’s because it did; just look at the tip.  Ad-
vice:  Smile while using contouring shad-
ows and a lip liner.

Neck & Necklines:  In middle-age, most
sunbathers start paying a price for every tan
they had ever gotten.  For many, the pay-
ment is in neck wrinkles, which look very
similar to age rings on a tree.  As for neck-
lines, once upon a time, I had one.  Advice:
Smile as you buy a scarf to hide a wrinkled
neck and more contouring shadow for the
neckline.

The Walk:  When an older woman is
seen walking with a fast gait, firm step, and
swinging hips, it’s probably because she

thinks someone may be watching.  At home,
when no one else is around, the walk be-
comes more of a side-to-side shuffle.  Ad-
vice:  Smile as you do warm-up exercises,
and wear rubber-soled shoes.

Weight:  A few extra pounds seem to go
hand-in-hand with menopause.   It really
can’t be because all of us get an “I deserve
that extra piece of cake attitude” as we age.
Personally, I think the weight gain comes
from all the gallons and gallons of moistur-
izer we use getting trapped under the skin.
Whatever the reason, those pounds will go
straight to the belly area.  The good news is
that going on a diet will lose the weight.  The
bad news is that the loss won’t touch those
pounds in the belly area.   Advice:  Smile and
wear loose blouses while enjoying the cake.

Upper Arms:  No matter if we’re slen-
der or plump, upper arms start “doing the
shimmy.”  To get the full effect, stand in
front of a wide mirror; lift your arms straight
out; and shake them.  Advice:  Continue
smiling as you dump the sleeveless blouses
while keeping arms lowered.

Hands:  As our age increases, our hand
strength decreases.  We start noticing this
when we try to get the lids off jars and caps
off soda bottles.  Advice:  Smile and buy
everything in cans.

Fingers:  Dexterity disappears with hand
strength.  Sometimes, it’s easier to dig a
ditch than to hook an undergarment in the
back, especially when we’re in a hurry.
Advice:  Smile as you buy undergarments
that hook in the front or just smile and don’t
wear any.

Feet:  Like the commercial asks, “Are
you gellin’?”  Advice:  Smile as you start
gellin’.

Aging is really all in the attitude and it’s
easier to have a good attitude about every-
thing in life when we laugh.  A little laughter
can lift our spirits, while lots of laughter has
the power to make us feel young again.
Even a simple smile is not so simple when
you realize it’s nature’s gift of an instant
face lift, magically melting the years away.
So, forget about waiting for help from
Suzanne Sommers.   Just keep a good atti-
tude; smile at everyone; laugh at every op-
portunity; and start enjoying the exciting
and, sometimes, bumpy ride down the hill.
See you all there.

Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted
at– “siteseein526@bellsouth.net”.

Alisha Sharma, sixth grade, did the artwork
for St. Mary Elementary School Collection of
Poetry/Literature. The 244-page anthology
contains original writings by students in
grades kindergarten through eight.

St. Mary Celebrates Publication of
Anthology

On June 8, 2007, St. Mary Elementary
School held a book signing event to cel-
ebrate the publication of St. Mary Elemen-
tary School Collection of Poetry/Literature,
an anthology of original poems and short
fiction stories written by the students.

The project actually took root last year
when Tracy Blauvelt, a language arts teacher
at the school, approached award-winning
children’s author Jerry Smith about doing a
writing workshop with the sixth, seventh
and eighth grades. The workshop was so
successful that the school repeated it during
2006-07.

This year, however, the entire student
body got into the act. Kindergarten through
grade five wrote poems, while the upper
grades continued to pen short fiction stories.
The workshop culminated this month when
Kidzpoetz Publishing, New City, New York,
released the students’ work.

Organized by grade, the Collection be-
gins with a four-line untitled poem by kin-
dergarten student Sara Delmoral and ends
with eighth grader Amber Zadlock’s six-
page Summer Vacation.

The poetry section covers many sub-
jects: love; bananas; noodles; turtles; stars
and popcorn to name a few. Third grader
Ashley Dehart wrote a poem entitled Col-
ors: “Blue reminds me of the sea/Green
reminds me of the summer leaves/Pink re-
minds me of the evening sun/Red reminds
me of beach balls and fun.”

The short story section treats readers to
some imaginative plots such as sixth grader
David Belenski’s Journey to the Center of
My Vacuum and That’s My House, a ghost
tale by Victoria Feihl (Grade 8).

continued on page 27
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732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION

• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281
Stephanie Lynn Kasics graduated Magna
Cum Laude from Kean University on May 10,
2007, with a B.A. in Elementary Education
with a concentration in English.  She was
also a member of sorority, Theta Phi Alpha,
English Honor Society, Sigma Tau Delta,
Kean Honor Society and Lamda Alpha Sigma.
Stephanie is the daughter of proud parents
Lynn and Larry Kasics of South Amboy.

Annual Run
Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club’s

30th annual 5K Run and Health Walk will be
held Saturday, June 30th.  Proceeds will
benefit the city of South Amboy’s Fire and
First Aid departments.  There will be a free
youth Fun Run, awards, t-shirts, post race
picnic, and all day swimming and tennis.
For more information or to download a
registration form, go to
www.froghollowswim.com or register in
person at the club 7:30 AM day of race. 5K
run starts at 9:00 AM. Frog Hollow Swim
and Tennis Club are located on Ferris St. off
of South Pine Ave. in South Amboy, NJ.
The phone number is 732-727-9094.
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South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426,
PGK Jim Carney, is pictured with his
granddaughter Elizabeth Dennis, outside of
Foodtown, where she helped him collecting
for a Knights fundraiser to aid special needs
citizens.

Tea Party-Sandy Mihok, Kitty Bowers, and Lois Cohen are pictured enjoying a recent Tea
Party at the Golden Rule Christian Center, located on Bordentown Ave.  (Photo courtesy of
Nancy Berry)

The Sayreville Boy Scouts proudly display the American flag while marching on Washington
Road during the annual Sayreville Memorial Day Parade.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Council President Fred Henry
(l), presents Matthew Wiater (r) with a
certificate from the N.J. League of
Municipalities for his entry in the future
Municipal Leaders Scholarship competition.
Matthew was a semi-finalist in the competition
representing South Amboy.  He is the son of
Denise and Matthew Wiater.

Lenny Caglianone (Grade 8) spoofed
his math teacher in Mr. Bor’s Rise to Star-
dom. Lenny’s protagonist is Kevin Bor, a
teacher by day and comedian by night. It is
by no coincidence that Lenny’s real-life
math teacher, Kevin Tor, gigs at the Broad-
way Comedy Club in New York.

Other eighth graders came up with real-
istic plots about the passage to high school.
Melody Smith wrote Smoke, a story of a
high school freshman who gets involved
with the wrong crowd. Anna Kemble’s char-
acter tries to make the high school basket-
ball team in Varsity.

Along with Jerry Smith, authors Spruha
Magodia of Edison and Chelle Martin of
South Amboy also attended the book sign-
ing.

Spruha, an articulate 16-year-old, of-
fered a lively presentation on her own writ-
ing experiences. At age 13, she published a
407-page fantasy novel entitled Entwining
Worlds: From the Other Side. Her dynamic
style really connected with the St. Mary
students.

Chelle, who is published in numerous
mystery anthologies, was happy to see that
her cousins, Caitlin Norek and Paige
Chrzaszcz, had contributed to the Collec-
tion.

“I wish they would have had writing
opportunities like this when I was in school,”
she said.  “It’s great to see kids using their
imagination to create stories instead of just
reading them.  With so much technology,
kids really need to see that books can be
exciting too.  I applaud Jerry Smith, Michael
Poll (school principal), Tracy Blauvelt and
the rest of the St. Mary teaching staff for
their efforts.”

St. Mary Celebrates
continued from page 25

HAVE A
SAFE &
FUN-FILLED
SUMMER
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