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Champions!  The outstanding American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 62 of South Amboy
baseball team captured the Middlesex County American Legion championship in a thrilling
4-3 win over South Brunswick, on Nick Scarillo’s walk-off home run.  Pictured bottom row (l-
r) Ed Goldmann, Nick Scarillo, Rob Applegate, Joe Bongiorno.  Middle row (l-r) Kyle Blum,
Mike DeJoy, Joe Magnifico, Brian Seres, Adam Szatkowski, Jared Mundy.  Top row (l-r)
Head Coach Don Applegate, Asst. Coach Dan DeJoy, Billy Woods, Rick McCutcheon, Asst.
Coach Kevin Mundy.  Missing from photo: Paul Conlon, Joe Tarallo, Joe Charmello, Rob
Geant, B.J. Mackiel, Craig Warzecha.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Author Chris Mader (r), who is also Captain
of the South Amboy First Aid Squad, signs a
copy of his book, “Life, Death & In Between”
for Betty Conlogue (l), president of the Friends
of the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library at a
recent book signing at the Library.  (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

Todd Norton (r), owner of Todd’s Dugout
and Jersey Shore Records in South Amboy,
is presented with a proclamation from Mayor
John T. O’Leary (l) for his many, fine charitable
works, fundraisers and sponsorships for
various people and organizations, especially,
the Sayreville Brain Injured Children (BIC).
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Officers Elected
Congratulations and best wishes for a

successful year to the newly elected officers
of Our Lady of Victories Columbiettes for
the 2007-08 year.  President-Patricia Feeney;
Past President-Arleen Morey; Vice Presi-
dent-Joanne Behr; Secretary-Kathy Corman;
Financial Secretary-Bernadette Wojtaszek;
Treasurer-Janice Kobesto; Sentinel-Ann
Marie Latham.

Sayreville Will Share
Commuter Parking

Council President Tom Pollando, As-
semblyman John S. Wisniewski and the
Sayreville Borough Council announced that
Sayreville has entered into an agreement
with the Township of Old Bridge to share a
new commuter parking lot on Route 9.

The new facility will be located in the
existing parking lot of BJ’s Wholesale Club
at 1007 U.S. Highway 9, Old Bridge, and
will include approximately 70 spaces re-
served specifically for Sayreville residents.

The agreement between Pollando and
Old Bridge Mayor James T. Phillips was
brokered by Assemblyman Wisniewski.
“For some of the many Sayreville residents
who commute into New York City every
day, this new park and ride lot will make
their lives a little bit easier.  We have been
looking for ways to move commuter ve-
hicles out of residential area and this lot, in
conjunction with the new Sayreville Park
and Ride will help us do just that,” stated
Wisniewski.

Council President Pollando agreed,
“There are many residents who travel to
New York City and Northern New Jersey
each day for work.  This is a good thing for
residents of our town and I would like to
thank Chairman Wisniewski and Mayor
Phillips for their dedication in making this
agreement a reality.”

Once the process is in place to register
for a space in the lot, residents will be able
to apply for their parking permit at the
Sayreville Borough Hall.  The cost is ex-
pected to be $25 for the parking permit fee,
and then $1 per day to park.  Final arrange-
ments on the agreement and minor construc-
tion on the site are to begin immediately, and
the Park and Ride is projected to open soon.

Sayreville Approved
For 9-1-1 Grants
Senator Joseph Vitale, Assemblyman

John S. Wisniewski and Assemblyman Jo-
seph Vas announced that the 19th Legisla-
tive District has been approved for three
Enhanced 9-1-1 Grants.  The 9-1-1 Com-
mission and the Office of Emergency Tele-
communications Services within the Office
of Information Technology have awarded 3
police departments from the 19th District
with these important grants: Sayreville, Perth
Amboy, and Woodbridge.  Sayreville will
receive $399,875.10.

The grant program provides financial
aid for the purpose of purchasing, upgrad-
ing, maintaining and operating the technol-
ogy to provide the most reliable and cost
effective state-of-the-art emergency tele-
phone reporting system in NJ.  Funding is
also available for consolidation efforts.  The
program is funded from the 9-1-1 System
and Emergency Response Fee.

Assemblyman Wisniewski said, “When
a single 9-1-1 call can mean the difference
between life and death, it is vital that our
emergency reporting systems are kept up to
date and reliable.  These grants will allow
our local departments to maintain and up-
grade their emergency reporting systems in
order to keep our families and loved ones
safe.”

Students Receive
Caring Awards

The Middlesex County Guidance Coun-
cil presented a framed certificate and a $100
check to local high school students, who
gave their time and talents to their commu-
nities and schools.  Recipients of the 2007
Caring Awards were: Meghan Orlowski,
Cardinal McCarrick HS; Amanda Purcell,
South Amboy HS; Gregory Dukes,
Sayreville War Memorial HS.  Congratula-
tions!

Minnick Dies At 79
Frank “Skip” Minnick, 79, formerly of

South Amboy died on the Fourth of July.
The Middletown, NJ resident was The City
of South Amboy’s Business Administrator
in the late 1980’s.  A 1945 graduate of St.
Mary’s HS, he was well-respected through-
out the local communities.  He was also one
of the finest baseball players for the Eagles
in the 1940’s, captained the Fordham Uni-
versity varsity baseball team, and also played
for the legendary Briggs A.A. squad in state
and national tournaments.

Green Re-Elected
Ron Green was re-elected by a unani-

mous vote to the position of Chairman of the
Sayreville Republican Municipal Commit-
tee.  Also chosen to officer positions were
Beverly Rappleyea-Vice-Chairwoman;
Rosetta Fisher-Secretary; Marylou Koslov-
Treasurer.

Attorney General
Has Local Roots
New Jersey’s new Attorney General,

Anne Milgram has deep, South Amboy roots.
She is the daughter of Bill and Gail Gleason
Milgram of East Brunswick, the granddaugh-
ter of former South Amboy Police Chief
John Gleason, and the great-granddaughter
of Thomas Gleason, who was also a Chief of
Police in South Amboy, in addition to being
Mayor of “The Pleasant Little City.”

Anne, who resides in Princeton, was
unanimously appointed, 37-0 by the Senate,
and at 36, becomes the second youngest
Attorney General in history.  She will over-
see a department with over 9,000 lawyers,
investigators and support staff.  Milgram
will concentrate on fighting gangs and cor-
ruption, and also protect NJ residents from
anti-terrorism activities and fraud.

Local Valedictorians
The following were selected Valedic-

torians at our local high schools: Cardinal
McCarrick-Brittany Biesiada; South
Amboy-Jacqueline Ostrander; Sayreville-
Alex Dzioba.  Congratulations and best of
luck in the future!

South Amboy American Legion Wins
County Championship

By Tom Burkard

Nick Scarillo blasted a walk-off home
run, to lead American Legion Luke A. Lovely
Post 62 of South Amboy to the Middlesex
County American Legion championship
over South Brunswick, 4-3.  Brian Seres
notched the win with 2 scoreless innings in
relief.  SA had won the North Division
crown by winning a coin toss over Father &
Son, after finishing in a regular season tie.

The Legion, under the guidance of
rookie Head Coach Don Applegate, and
assistant coaches Kevin Mundy and Dan
DeJoy, have built the greatest team ever in
local American Legion ball, as can be at-
tested by its current record of (21-2).

Post 62 breezed through its first 16
games, and then dropped 2 in a row, but
never got down.  Coach Applegate said,
“We have a well-balanced team with hitting
and pitching, and the best local players.
This team is nonchalant, never panics, and is
always confident.”  The club currently sports
a mini-winning streak of 5, as it gets ready to
head to the state tournament at either Wild-
wood or West Deptford on the weekend of
July 28th.

Scarillo was leading the SA “power-
house” through the first 20 games with 30
RBI and 7 homers.  Jared Mundy had 22
RBI, 5 HR’s, and Brian Seres 22 RBI, 4
HR’s.  B.J. Mackiel and Joe Magnifico each
had 5 wins.

Applegate, who has coached Little
League, Babe Ruth, and Traveling teams in
South Amboy and Sayreville, has known
most of the players for many years, and they
certainly enjoy playing for him.  What makes
his club so special?  “They have a special
knowledge of baseball, plus they’re great

athletes and take pride in the game,” he
stated.

The roster features 18 of the most tal-
ented baseball players ever assembled for a
South Amboy American Legion team, or
any South Amboy club for that matter, as it
showcases a powerhouse lineup from 1
through 9 in the order.  The well-known and
established local high school players on the
team include: Nick Scarillo, Brian Seres,
Jard Mundy, B.J. Mackiel, Joe Magnifico,
Rob Applegate, Kyle Blum, Joe Bongiorno,
Joe Charmello, Paul Conlon, Mike DeJoy,
Rob Geant, Ed Goldmann, Rick
McCutcheon, Adam Szatkowski, Joe
Tarallo, Craig Warzecha, Billy Woods.

Six seniors will play for Middlesex
County College next year, and two for
Brookdale.  Local fans will be looking for-
ward to seeing them play against each other.

Before Opening Day, the team decided
to dedicate the season to the memory of Sgt.
First Class Benjamin Sebban, a South Amboy
resident, who was killed in Iraq.  The players
have been wearing black arm bands with his
initials to honor him throughout the year.

*Mark your calendars for the weekend
of July 28th.  Try to get to the state tourney
at either Wildwood or West Deptford, and
cheer these outstanding SA ballplayers on to
victory!
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Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.Chosen South Amboy HS Teacher of
the Year in 1993 by the SA Lions?  a.Richard
Klein b.Sheila Inman c.John Kovaleski

2.Sayreville was once a part of this
town?  a.Monroe b.South Amboy c.Madison
Twp.

3.In 1994, this person was Library Di-
rector of Sadie Pope Dowdell Library in
South Amboy?  a.Elaine Gaber b.W.Keith
McCoy c.Philip Israel

4.This Sayreville company did not sell
clays and sands?  a.Sayre & Fisher
b.Whitehead c.Such

5.South Amboy Lions Club president
in 1970-71?  a.George Abel b.William
Beattie c.William Kach

6.Valedictorian of Sayreville HS Class
of ’62?  a.Mary Romanski b.Peter O’Such
Jr. c.Delia Jones

7.How many graduates did St. Mary’s
HS have in 1987?  a.94 b.126 c.157

8.This rental business was located on
Route 35 S., Morgan in ’73?  a.Vince’s
b.Taylor c.Affiliated

9.He was selected South Amboy Po-
liceman of the Year in ’87 by the Lions
Club?  a.Leroy Kurtz b.Leo McCabe c.Frank
Dziekan

10.The Amboy Drive-In was located in
?  a.South Amboy b.Sayreville c.Perth
Amboy

11.President of St.Mary’s Student
Council in 1960?  a.John Paczkowski
b.Maureen Rock c.Henry Conroy

12.Back in ’79, where was Greenfield’s
located in Sayreville?  a.Main St.
b.Washington Rd. c.MacArthur Ave.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Zaleski A Success At Jersey Shore
Ann Zaleski, a 1990 St. Mary’s HS

graduate has built a successful business at
Haven Beach, NJ.   The Red Chair, special-
izes in custom window treatments & uphol-
stery, custom blinds & shades, furniture for
indoor & outdoor living, fabrics & unique
accessories for the home, and also offers
design services.  For more info call The Red
Chair at 609-492-6002.
It Was Patrick Coughlin

Jennifer Eng, great-granddaughter of
late South Amboy Policeman, Patrick
Coughlin brought to our attention, that he
was referred to as Peter on the Police Honor
Roll in our May “Police Memorial Special”
issue.  Our apologies, but the name Peter
was listed in the official Police program,
which was given out to all who attended the
beautiful event.
In Memoriam

Joseph Murawski, 51, of South Amboy
died on June 17.  He was a highly-respected
Paramedic for Raritan Bay Medical Center,
President of Protection Fire Co. #1 of
Keasbey, and former President of Perth
Amboy First Aid Squad.

St. Mary’s
Welcomes Inquirers

St. Mary’s Parish is now accepting reg-
istration for any adult (age 14 or older) who
is interested in preparing for Baptism, First
Communion or Confirmation.

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults) begins with several weeks of
inquiry sessions.  Joined by team members
and supported by the entire parish commu-
nity, participants will journey through the
scriptures and learn more about Catholic
faith and tradition.  No prior knowledge of
the Bible is necessary.  Sessions will be held
on Sunday.  This will be the ONLY prepara-
tion available for adults this year.  Catholics
must have celebrated all 3 Sacraments in
order to serve as godparents or sponsors.

Answers
1b 2b 3c 4a 5c 6c 7b 8b 9a 10b 11c 12a.

If you or someone you know has ever
considered joining the Catholic Church, or
if you  are a Catholic and have not yet
celebrated First Communion and/or Confir-
mation, RCIA is for you.  Please contact
Carol Davis at 732-721-3116 or 732-259-
9542 to register of for further info.

Youngsters with their parents lineup to go on one of the many great rides at the highly-
successful St. Stanislaus Kostka’s annual carnival.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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    Business of the Month  
Main Street Farmers Market

Main Street Farmers Market owners Steve (l) and Doug Botnick(r) are pictured at their
popular business located at 242 Main Street, Sayeville.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Main Street Farmers Market, located
at 242 Main Street, Sayreville, offers some
of the finest and freshest fruits and veg-
etables around.  Conveniently located in
nearby Sayreville, Main Street Farmers
Market, which is co-owned by brothers
Stephen and Douglas Botnick, it also car-
ries the best variety of exotic vegetables
offered in today’s market.

The Botnick Brothers have operated
a successful family-run fruit and veg-
etable business for the past 23 years, and
this past January opened Main Street
Farmers Market.  All of their experience
in the industry adds up to the Market

“Offering the best variety and quality in
the county,” according to the brothers.

Main Street Farmers Market features
discounts, weekly specials, and Senior
Discounts to those 65 years old and over.
Remember, not only is Main Street Farm-
ers Market the place where you can find
just about any kind of fruits or vegetables
under the sun, but their prices are also
quite reasonable.  Main Street Farmers
Market, where the motto is, “Simply the
best for less.”  Stop in at 242 Main Street,
Sayreville, or call 732-254-4206, and
stock up with summer fruits and veggies
for your picnics, barbeques and parties.

Heather O’Reilly (l), a world-renowned soccer champion, recently held a soccer camp in East
Brunswick.  Bridget Giovenco (r) of Sayreville was thrilled to meet Heather and participate
in her camp.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S.
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Yearbook-Hoffman-1967
By Tom Burkard

Donovan’s “Sunshine Superman” was
the top song in the U.S. when H.G. Hoffman
High’s Class of ’67 returned for its final
fling in September 1966.  The seniors prob-
ably cruised the “Pleasant Little City” in
their Mustangs, and heard that and many
other hits on WABC-77 AM radio on that
first day of school.

At good ol’ Harold G., popular teachers
included: Angela Charmello, Gerard Grande,
Frances Cialone, David Klesh, Marilyn
Simon, John Kovaleski.  Lynn Balas was the
Librarian, and the yearbook was dedicated
to Michael Poll.

William Clayton was Student Council
President.  Senior Class officers were: John
Ewtushek-Pres.; the late Edwin Witkowski
(terrific guy), V.P; Carol Reinhart, Sec.;
Robert Rock, Treas.  Sherry Schmidt was
yearbook editor, and Marlene Zar and Nancy

Ellison were co-editors of the school news-
paper.  The school play, “Our Hearts Were
Young And Gay” was a huge success.

Some of the fabulous members of the
Class of ’67: Raymond Batissa, Linda Braun,
Judith Beshada, Christy Casterline, Charles
Dohn, Roy Elyea (guitar player supreme),
Roy Erickson, Janice Fenner, Joseph Gregor,
Louis Grover, Miriam Heath, Kenneth
Kowalewski, Vivian Komisarczyk, Harry
Macholl, Edward Gary MacKinnon, The
Marczak trio of Albert, Barbara Ann, and
Raymond, Anthony Maliszewski, Dennis
McCloud, Lynn McCracken, John O’Brien,
Thomas Ploskonka, Daniel and Mary Clare
Radakovich, Kathleen Rainone, Andrew
Rossman, Barbara Rufus, Eileen Sloan, Sally
Smith, Donise Tingle, John Triggs Jr.  Can
you place these catchy nicknames?  Baron,
Red, Chuck, Keeg, Gator, Cat, Moly, Bam,

Ace, O.B., Benji, Wish, Sneak, Dee, Wit.
Let’s take a moment to remember the

deceased of the Class of ’67: John Byrne,
Billy Clayton, Thomas Letts, Lance Mason,
Robert Morgan, Edwin Witkowski, and
anyone else we may not have heard about.

Billy Clayton was easily the most out-
standing senior athlete in the Class of ’67,
and also one of the greatest all-around ath-
letes in the school’s history.  He not only
scored over 1,000 points in basketball, but
was also an All-County and All-State selec-
tion in baseball.

Other senior athletes included basket-
ball players, Edwin Witkowski, Billy
Keegan, Bob Rock, and Don Baranowski,
while Joe Gatyas played for Mr. Z’s base-
ball team.

Comin’ down the homestretch to gradu-
ation in ’67, the seniors were “Groovin” on
their Senior Trip to Washington, DC, and
finally the big day of “Pomp ‘N Circum-
stance” arrived in June of 1967, and the 66
graduates took their place in history.  The
H.G. Hoffman HS Class of ’67 was truly a
fine group of teenagers on its way to con-
quer the world!

35th Class Reunion
A 35th year Class Reunion will be held

for the Sayreville War Memorial HS Class
of 1972 on Sat., Oct. 27 from 6-11 p.m. at the
VFW on Jernee Mill Rd., Sayreville.  Fes-
tivities will begin on Friday night at the
Homecoming Football game.  Class mem-
bers are asked to send their contact info to
swmhs_class72@verizon.net and include
their name, maiden name when applicable,
home address, phone number, and e-mail
address.  Questions can be directed to Pat
Cunliffe-DeLucia at 732-933-1003.
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Yard Sale-South Amboy’s Annual City-Wide Yard Sale once again had a large turnout of
shoppers, collectors and bargain hunters, who tried to check out all of the sales throughout
“The Pleasant Little City.”  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

SA Knights Aid
Burn Victim

By Steve Schmid
The South Amboy Knights of Colum-

bus Council 426 recently held a comedy
night benefit to aid former South Amboy
resident/high school coach, John Mansfield,
who was badly burned during an accident at
his home on Super Bowl Sunday.  He caught
fire and suffered third degree burns on his
hands and legs.  Neighbor Michele Valentino
helped rescue him at his Jackson Twp. home.
He was taken to St. Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter where he stayed for 18 days, incurring
medical expenses for $30,000.  Grand Knight
Albert DiGuilio presented John with a check
for $1,000 to help the family in their time of
need.  John currently lives in Jackson with
his wife Carolyn and 1 daughter and 3 step-
daughters.  John and Carolyn are consider-
ing a move back to South Amboy, where
they have many friends.

Hoffman High
Reunion

Due to popular demand, the Hoffman
High multi-class reunion at the Seabra’s
Armory, Front St., Perth Amboy, on Aug.
19th, at 1 p.m., the reservations deadline is
extended to Aug. 1st.  Kindly send your
check of $50 per/person to Susan Mattsson,
241 Cindy St., Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Blood Drive
Sacred Heart Council of Catholic

Women, in conjunction with the NJ Blood
Services will sponsor a “Blood Drive” on
Sunday, Aug. 5th from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
in the Sacred Heart School Cafeteria, lo-
cated on Cedar St., and Washington Ave.,
South Amboy. Platelet machines will be
available for those wishing to donate.  An
appointment may be made by calling 732-
721-7764.

DuPont Picnic
The DuPont 25-Year Service Club will

hold its Annual Picnic on Sat., July 28 at
Burke’s Park, Washington Rd., Parlin, from
12 noon to 5 p.m.  Any questions, call Stelle
Wlodarcyk at 732-257-1875.

Trip To Wildwood
A trip to Wildwood will be sponsored

by St. Mary’s Group from Sept. 16-19.  The
cost is $233 and will include transportation,
three nights and six meals.  For complete
information, call 732-721-5030.

Knightly News
By Steve Schmid

The South Amboy Knights of Colum-
bus Council 426 are sponsoring an outing
with the Somerset Patriots Saturday night,
Aug. 25 at 7 p.m. at Commerce Bank
Ballpark.  Cost is $40 and includes seating at
the Party Deck, where people can enjoy a
buffet dinner and unlimited soft drinks and
water.  The evening features a special auto-
graph session with Patriots’ manager and
former Yankee relief ace and Cy Young
Award winner, Sparky Lyle.  Children are
invited to come early and shag fly balls with
the Somerset Patriots.  For more info call
Albert at 646-208-3283 or 732-721-2025.

Council 426 has chosen its slate of
officers for the 2007-08 Columbian Year:
Grand Knight-Al DiGuilio, Deputy Grand
Knight-Mike Riccardi, Chaplin-Rich
O’Brien, Chancellor-Rich Keach, Lecturer-
Ray Wesley, Warden-Kevin LaFontaine,
Recorder-Wayne Castello, Financial Secre-
tary-Rick O’Connor, Treasurer-Steve
Schmid, Outside Guard-Gregg Malkiewicz,
Inside Guard-Allen Chodkiewicz, Steward-
George Kardos, 3-Yr. Trustee-Frank
Januszak, 2-Yr. Trustee-Tom Pearson, and
1-Yr. Trustee-Leo DiGuilio.
4th Degree Officers Picked

The Knights of Columbus Msgr. John
F. Brady Assembly 4th Degree in South
Amboy has selected the following officers
for the 2007-08 Columbian Year: Faithful
Navigator-Victor Reyes, Faithful Captain-
Albert McLaughlin, Faithful Admiral-
Michael Roemer, Faithful Pilot-James
Smith, Faithful Scribe-Robert Bove, Faith-
ful Purser-Stephen Schmid, Faithful Inner
Sentinel-Brent Smith Jr., Faithful Outer
Sentinel-Brent Smith Sr., Faithful 3-Year
Trustee-Stephen Krupski, Faithful 2-Year
Trustee-Albert Leschinski, and Faithful 1-

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You in
my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love for

God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak for
those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

Yr. Trustee-Brian McLaughlin.
St. Bernadette’s Knights of Columbus

Council 8478 chose the following officers
for the 2007-08 Columbian Year: Grand
Knight-James Smith, Deputy Grand Knight-
Dennis Keller, Recorder-Robert Bove, Trea-
surer-Richard Lockwood, Financial Secre-
tary-Edward Marks, Warden-Michael
Roemer, Inside Guard-Leonard Coviello,
Outside Guard-William Modenhauer,
Chaplin-Father James Hagerman, Advocate-
William Bathe, 3-Yr. Trustee-Thomas
Jacobi, 2-Yr. Trustee-Brian McLaughlin, 1-
Yr. Trustee-Cornelius Murphy.
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Remember When?

1963-Over 400 people attended the Sacred Heart Parent-Teachers Association’s first
annual Calendar Dinner Party held in the Sacred Heart Auditorium.  Representing the month
of August are: (l-r) Mrs. T. Ciszewski, Mrs. T. Ifka, Mrs. Stella Jankowski (Table Captain),
Mrs. E. Sieczkowski, Mrs. Marie Merski.  (Photo/story courtesy of Stella Jankowski)

1963-Calendar Dinner Party At
Sacred Heart

Sacred Heart PTA held its first annual
Calendar Dinner Party in October 1963.
The event was a huge success, as over 400
people attended.  The 12 tables depicting the
months of the year, with appropriate set-
tings and side dishes highlighted the
evening’s program.  A roast beef dinner was
served.

The Rev. Walter Urbanik, pastor of
Sacred Heart Church, gave a brief address,
and Rev. Myron Gayda offered the invoca-
tion, and Rev. Leon Kasprzyk said the clos-
ing prayer.  Joe Wojciechowski was master
of ceremonies.  Fran Wojciechowski, Hilda
Bobek and Henrietta Thomas were co-chair-
ladies.  Emil Bzdewka was accompanist,
and entertainment was provided by Edward
Merski, accordion selections; Ann Marie
Merski, piano selections, and Linda Bunsick,
vocal selection.  Group singing by the com-

mittee and those in attendance was also
enjoyed.

The captains of the 12 months were:
Jan.-Mrs. J. Hrankowski; Feb.-Mrs. M.
Bunsick; Mar.-Mrs. M. Conlon; Apr.-Mrs.
L. DiPoalo; May-Mrs. H. Jaskowiak; June-
Mrs. M. Dibling; Jul.-Mrs. C. Baranowski;
Aug.-Mrs. Stella Jankowski; Sept.-Mrs. D.
Sabados; Oct.-Mrs. R. McCarthy; Nov.-Mrs.
C. Koelble; Dec.-Mrs. M. Midura.

Fall Baseball
Registration

The Sayreville (SAA) /South Amboy
(SAYAA) are holding 2007 Fall Baseball
Registration for Ages 8-10.  Registration fee
is $60 per child.  All players MUST have
played “Rec” ball during the spring.  Checks
can be made payable to SAA.  The registra-
tion form must be handed in by Aug. 15.
Drop off the form at the South Amboy
senior/recreation center located at 108 South
Stevens Ave., Mon.-Fri., between 8:30 a.m.
and 3 p.m. or mail it to the following ad-
dress: c/o Mike Toth, 41 Miara St., Parlin,
NJ 08859.

The Mailman’s
Soliloquy

By Frank Hunt
56 and retirement is a long walk away.

South Amboy is a good, old town-no crime,
good people.  It’s gonna be San Francisco
East, “The City by the Bay,” pretty soon,
with all the new buildings and improve-
ments going up.  But, the hills can wear you
out.  You have to use your car trunk to level
your route as much as possible.

Gotta keep your feet in good shape-go
see the Foot Doc when you have to.  Do what
he says, nails trimmed, foot powder, good
walking shoes, no matter what they cost.
The worst part of this job is the weather,
especially winter, with snow, ice and rain.  If
people only realized how important it is for
them to clear their walkways and steps of
snow and ice.  If it’s bad enough, we don’t
have to deliver, but most mailmen deliver
regardless-a sense of duty I guess.  Then
there are the dogs-snarling, barking dogs,
and it’s best to try to make friends, but if that
doesn’t work, and you’re threatened, got to
go to the spray as a last resort.

Haven’t seen that nice old lady that
lives here for awhile.  Her mail is piling up.
I hope I don’t have to call the cops to look in.
Hey, look at this furniture stacked up on the
sidewalk!  Looks like good stuff.  Another
busted marriage?  Some mail looks interest-
ing-from foreign countries, official enve-
lopes, but it’s none of my business.

Think of all those who came before me
and climbed the hills of old South Amboy.
Pat Duggan, Billy Johnson, Tan Lee, Howie
Deitche Sr., Norman Kilcomons Sr., Babe
Nycz, Mickey Powell, John Gizzo, Emmet
Mahoney, Tommy Downs.  God rest them,
all good men.  After I’m gone, others will do
the job and carry the mail, and as the song
says, the times they are a changin’.  The mail
ladies are here, and they are professional
and do a good job.

I guess the mailman’s dream route is a
flat, crime-free town, with brand new walk-
ways, leveled curbing and uniform waist-
high mail boxes, while riding a Segway
machine in eternal beautiful, sunny weather!
But, you have to live in the real world, and
56 years and retirement is a long walk away!

Seniors Trip To AC
The Our Lady of Victories Seniors are

planning a bus trip to Atlantic City on Tues-
day, August 14, 2007. They will be going to
the Tropicana Casino and seeing the show,
Mega Magic. The cost of the bus is $25.00
with $10 returned in cash. The bus departs
from the OLV lower parking lot at 11AM
and returns approximately 9PM. For infor-
mation or to book the trip, please contact
Jack at (732) 254-7263.

Seniors Trip To D.C.
 Our Lady of Victories Seniors are spon-

soring a trip to Washington D.C. from Satur-
day, September 22, to Monday, September
24. The cost of the trip is $279.00. The price
includes motorcoach transportation, 2 nights
lodging, 4 meals: 2 breakfast and 2 dinners,
guided tour of Washington D.C., and an
evening motor tour. The bus will leave the
OLV lower parking on Saturday, September
22nd at 8AM. For information about the trip,
request a flyer, or to book the trip, please
contact Jack at (732) 254-7263.
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WWW.?

It’s Summertime, and you have to know what and where this structure is, right?  If you don’t
you’re probably indoors too much.  If you know the answer, e-mail us at: satimes@aol.com.
(Photo by Tom Burkard).

Winners!
There were 11 loyal SA Times readers

who nailed last month’s rare photo of Sea-
side Pizza in the WWW.? contest.  Seaside
Pizza was a fictitious name given to the
building on the corner of Broadway and
David Street.  The “pizzeria” was used in the
highly acclaimed movie, “Coyote Ugly,”
which featured John Goodman and Piper
Perabo.

The building was leased to several busi-
nesses, etc. through the years including:
Max Semer’s Hardware; Major Appliance
Network; a Laundromat; Election headquar-
ters, most recently used by the South Amboy
Democratic Party.

The winners were: Kathy Vigilante,
Estelle Pluskota, Anna Friberg, Mary Ann
Matarangolo, Pat Stephano, Tom Kross, Fay
McAndrew, Dennis Danielski, Mary Agnes
Morris, Marian Mills, Joe Madeline.

*Note: The South Amboy Knights of
Columbus #426 was also included in a scene
in “Coyote Ugly.”

Leveille Receives
Humanitarian
Award

By Jerry Smith
In recognition of his many charitable

acts, Our Lady of Peace Columbiettes pre-
sented Bill Leveille of South Amboy with
the Humanitarian of the Year Award for
2007 at a banquet held on June 16, 2007 in
Somerset, NJ.

At the presentation, the Columbiettes
noted Leveille’s involvement in national
catastrophes such as 9/11 and Hurricane
Katrina as well as his generosity on a local
level.

After the horrific events of 9/11, Mr.
Leveille initiated a Christmas fundraiser to
benefit the Rescue 5 Widows and Orphans
Fund. In what has become an annual com-
munity affair, Leveille’s front porch turns
into a huge fireplace. His South Pine Ave.
home and yard are decked with lights and
movable figurines. Santa Claus takes time
out of his busy holiday schedule to pose for
pictures with 100% of the proceeds going
toward the charity.

Bill Leveille was again part of the
community’s support when Hurricane
Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast. Local
response was so overwhelming that the col-
lection site at the South Amboy First Aid
building could not handle the amount of
donated items. Leveille organized some
friends to sort through everything. Next, he
borrowed and loaded a 48 foot tractor trailer
with the intention of taking it to New Or-
leans. As things turned out, Bill did not have
to make the trip south because many of the
hurricane victims relocated to neighboring
Perth Amboy. When they arrived, their new
accommodations were well stocked cour-
tesy of Bill and his fellow volunteers.

Bill is married to Diane. They have
three daughters, Nicole, Allison and Chris-
tina.  He is the son of Ron and Betty Leveille,
also of South Amboy.

LETTERS
Hi Tommy,
The SA Times continues to be filled

with GREAT ARTICLES from the past,
present and future, and I always look for-
ward to receiving it each and every month.
As you know, I am just like the majority of
your readers and read it from cover to cover
as soon as I receive it.

Best Regards,
Alex “Jocko” Jakimowicz
(Formerly of South Amboy, Hoffman

HS Class of ’68)

Dear Tom,
I am enclosing a check for a 1-year

subscription.  Keep up the good work!
Irene Walsh Hamelin
(Formerly of South Amboy)

The Maine Kids
Contest

2-year old Zachary (top) and his sister, 8-
month old Katelyn (bottom) will be coming to
you straight from the state of Maine each
month, with new photos courtesy of their
mom, Sarah Burkard Raymond, who as a
youngster attended St. Mary’s Grammar
School in the early 1970’s.
This will also give us the opportunity to get
you, our loyal readers, involved, and instead
of us writing the captions for the pictures, we
invite you to send in your own idea of what
the captions should read for each photo.  A
WINNER for each picture will be selected
monthly.  Just remember to keep your entry
original, and cute, and our staff will pick the
BEST captions entered.  WINNERS will be
listed each month.
Send your captions and your name to:
satimes@aol.com or via regular mail: SA
Times Contest, PO Box 3027, South
Amboy, NJ 08879.  Enjoy and good luck!
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I Can Still Remember
By Elaine Scott

“I Remember Mama.”  I also remember
“Queen For A Day,” “My Little Margie,”
“Our Miss Brooks,” “My Friend Flicka,”
“Inner Sanctum,” “Davy Crockett,” “The
Millionaire,” “Lassie,” “Dragnet,” “The Real
McCoys,” “I Married Joan,” “The $64,000
Question,” “The Honeymooners,” “You Bet
Your Life,” “The Saturday Night Fights”
(always sponsored by Gillette), Ward Bond
playing the Wagon Master on “Wagon
Train,” “Zorro,” and a middle-aged lady
leaning out an upstairs’ apartment window,
calling, “Yoo Hoo, Mrs. Bloom!!” I can
even remember older shows from a few
years earlier, when television programming
and baby boomers, like myself, were still in
our infancy.

Television sets started appearing in
American living rooms at the onset of the
1950s, and the desire to own one had spread
like a modern social epidemic.  As each
home had gotten its own television set, an-
other antenna was erected, all resembling
metal scarecrows anchored to the rooftops.
On one roof after another they had been
placed, usually becoming twisted and tilted
upon their first meeting with a strong wind.
In just a few short years, there were so many
antennae, straight or bent, shiny or rusty, no
one had really noticed them anymore.  Even
the greenish, flickering glow from inside
nighttime windows had become a common
sight, as families gathered in their living
rooms for the evening’s entertainment to
begin.

Whenever I remember something from
my formative years, it seems to be con-
nected, in some way, with a TV program.  I
can still “hear” my parents laughing at Amos
& Andy; I can still “see” Arthur Godfrey’s
smiling face as he played his ukulele; and
the sound of Lucy’s laughter still echoes
somewhere in the recesses of my mind.
Those hazy images, which had come from
our little black and white  television screen,
seem to be like an ever-changing canvass for
the earliest memories of my life.

I can remember Edward R. Murrow’s
face as he told the news, and the way his
cigarette smoke used to curl upwards as he
spoke.  I can remember, too, how I’d run to
stand in front of our TV to sing, “Happy
Trails,” along with Roy Rogers and Dale
Evans at the close of their shows.  I can also
remember laughing at the big sombreros
Cisco the Kid and Pancho had worn, and the
way they used to say, “Hey, Ceesco,” “Hey,
Paaancho,” to each other.  I can remember
the Lone Ranger shouting, “Hi Ho, Silver,
Away!” and how I had wished I had a black
mask to wear and a white horse to ride, too.
Most of all, I remember the smiling face of
Hop-A-Long Cassidy.  That’s because he
was my favorite cowboy of all.

I was only 4 years old when I received
a Hop-A-Long Cassidy cowgirl outfit.  It
had come with a vest, a long skirt with fringe
around the hem, and a cowgirl hat.  For
around my waist went a holster, holding a
“6-shooter.”  I can still remember how the
sunlight would shine upon the metal of the

gun, making it sparkle as I held it in my little
hand.  Every child, then, had loved “Hoppy.”
Every child, then, had wanted their very
own gun, too.   I do believe every child had
gotten one.

I also remember “The Adventures of
Superman.”  “Look up in the sky!  It’s a bird!
It’s a plane!  Nooooo, it’s Superman!!” the
people on the street would happily shout.
Seeing a man flying around in the sky wear-
ing a silly looking jumpsuit and a cape just
didn’t seem strange at all.   He was Super-
man and he could wear anything he had
wanted to wear.  For some odd reason, after
all of these years, I can still remember the
little wrinkles in his suit, and the curl of hair
which had always fallen upon his forehead
each time he had taken off his fedora and
turned into Superman.  It’s really funny the
little things we end up remembering.

Kids of my generation had grown up
with very strong TV role models.  By their
example, we had been shown that good
could always overcome bad, but it would
take a lot of courage to do it.  Like tiny
sponges, we had absorbed the broad-minded
view  that it was okay to be different and
okay to sound and look differently, too.

In the 1960’s, all of those subliminal
and not so subliminal messages from our
early years, had given courage to so many
baby boomers to “fight the bad guys” in
Vietnam.  For others, they had given the
courage to protest against what the “good
guys” were doing.  To all of us, they had
given the courage to be different by the
styles we had worn, the music we had wanted
to hear, and the paths in life we’d all choose
to take.  Actually, we not only accepted
differences easily, we had embraced them.

Those old TV actors have long since
passed away, and even antennae have be-
come obsolete.  If you happen to see one
now, still clinging to a rooftop, it’s just a
rusty relic from another time and place in
Americana history.  Yet, for those of us who
can still remember, their memories will be
kept alive in the re-runs of our minds.  “Good
night, Mrs. Kalabash, wherever you are.”

 (Elaine “Holton” Scott may be con-
tacted at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

On June 25, Boy Scout Troop 91 of South Amboy, enjoyed a night of fishing aboard the Misty
Morn Charter boat†out of Morgan. Everyone caught something & had a great time
joking & fishing..Pictured here are Assist. Scout Master Tom Richter, Scout master Ray Drill,
Cindy & Eroll Buetell, Joe Beselinoff, Jimmy Scalre, Sean Hart, Anthony, Ray Drill Jr, Jesse
Richter, Anthony LaVigne, Jack O.Connor, Tommy Lukie, & Vinnie Roselli.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA

O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in
obtaining every need of body and soul, our Holy
Mother Church proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles,
the greatest Saint of modern times.” Now I fervently
beseech you to answer my petition (mention here) and
carry out your promise of doing good upon earth of
letting fall from heaven a shower of roses, henceforth,
Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill your plea to be made
known everywhere and I will never cease to lead
others to Jesus through you. Amen.-B.T.S.
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Sun & Fun
Photos by Tom Burkard

Mary Lou DeBlis, Superintendent of the South Amboy Recreation Dept., summer counselors,
and South Amboy children are having a whole lot of fun, as they work on an arts and crafts
project at Conlogue Avenue Park.  According to DeBlis, the Summer Recreation Program
takes place at 6 parks, and has approximately 300 youngsters participating.

Sayreville children and counselors stay cool during an extremely hot July day, by playing a
game called “Water Brigade,” passing pails of water down the line to each other at Burke’s
Park during the Borough’s Summer Recreation Program.  According to Camp Supervisors
Linda and Kevlyn Zurawski, there are 300 children enrolled, and 40 counselors.  The
program takes place exclusively at Burke’s Park.  Jerry Ust is Sayreville’s Recreation
Director.
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Gary U.S. Bonds, had the huge crowd at
Kennedy Park in Sayreville rockin’, as he
and his group performed at the Borough’s
Independence Day Celebration.  (Photo by
Nicole Dale)

Rita’s Ice Parlin was again on hand at the
Sayreville Independence Day Celebration
with their Alex’s Lemonade Stand.   Rita’s
would like to thank everyone that purchased
a lemonade to help with this fight against
cancer.  Pictured:Theresa Horezga (l) and
Samantha Stratton(r). (Photo by Nicole Dale)

Pete Bennett who Billboard Magazine calls the World’s Greatest Promoter hosted a show
at Count Basie Theatre that took a behind the scenes look at the British Invasion.  Stories
were told and songs were sung by: Denny Laine (Moody Blues, Paul McCartney’s Wings),
Spencer Davis (The Spencer Davis Group) and Terry Sylvester (The Hollies). Pictured
above (l-r) Todd Norton, owner of Todd’s Dugout/Jersey Shore Records, Terry Sylvester,
Denny Laine, Pete Bennett and Spencer Davis. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

A Walk Through
Winding Woods

Recently, Council President Thomas
Pollando joined Councilman Stanley Drwal
and residents of Winding Woods in a Take
Back Your Neighborhood walk through the
Winding Woods section of the Borough to
emphasize the importance of crime preven-
tion and awareness.

Last Thursday an Old Bridge man was
killed and his girlfriend wounded as they sat
in a parked car in Winding Woods.  Since
then residents have expressed concern over
violence and illegal activity occurring in this
neighborhood and have called for more at-
tention to be paid to their security.

“Residents of Sayreville should not have
to worry about the safety of their children as
they play in their own neighborhoods,” said
Council President Pollando.  “This affects
all of us, not just one particular part of
Sayreville. Its time we join together as a
community to find effective ways to take
back our neighborhoods from the threat of
violence.”

 “We need to raise awareness of these
issues in order to reduce crime and keep our
families and loved ones safe.” said Council-
man Stanley Drwal.

“No resident of Sayreville should wake
up in the morning and feel unsafe,” said
Pollando.  “We are walking here this evening
to draw attention to the fact that something
needs to be done, violence in our Borough
can not be ignored.”

Bon Jovi Stars At
Live Earth Concert

By Tom Burkard
Bon Jovi returned to Giants Stadium, the

place where it performed many of its most
memorable concerts, and once again played
before a jam-packed house of over 50,000, this
time for a most worthy cause- the Live Earth
Concert.

Led by former Sayreville resident, Jon
Bon Jovi, the group had the audience on its
feet, singing and clapping along, as the Jersey
boys  rocked through a very cool set which
featured its new hit, “Lost Highway,” “Livin’
On A Prayer,” “It’s My Life,” “Wanted Dead
or Alive,” and “Who Says You Can’t Go
Home.”

Jon Bon Jovi said, “This is my house.
This is my home.  Let them know what New
Jersey’s all-about.” His comments were di-
rected to the 18.995 million viewers who
watched the concert on 7 different TV stations.

HAVE
A SAFE
SUMMER
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Janet Kern and Debbie Rutkowski would like to thank all of our supporters who helped make
our recent fund raiser for James Strzykalski a huge success.  Without the help of the South
Amboy schools, their staff, Mayor O’Leary, local clubs, organizations, businesses and most
of all our community, it would newer have been as successful as it was without all your help
and generous donations.  Thank you to all for your support. Pictured above are the volunteers
that helped with the event. Missing from photo, Tony Gonsalves, Dan O’Connor, Luke
O’Connor, Jack O’Connor, Elisha Bancer and Brian Stratton.

On June 24, 2007, Cub Scout Pack 391, enjoyed the day down at Monmouth Battlefield Park
watching & learning about the Battle at Monmouth. They watched the reenactment of the
Battle & all had a good time. Pictured here with one of the “Soldiers” are Chris Schweitkert,
Danny Mace, Jesse Richter, Ethan Dobryznski, Pete Zuppa & Eddie Zuppa, also pictured
is Rich Dobrzynski.

Sacred Heart Post 578 introduced their new Post Banner on Sunday May 27, 2007 at the
South Amboy Memorial Day Parade. The banner was hand made by a Sacred Heart Church
Parishioner whose two sons are graduates of the United States Naval Academy, Annapolis,
Maryland.Pictured here are members of Boy Scout Troop 95 Sacred Heart, South Amboy
who also help with carrying of both the Post Banner and Colors and members of Post 578.
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NEW MUSIC
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music-DJ 732-316-9447

A very young James Taylor (l) signs an autograph for a fan at Syracuse University in 1973.
(Photo by Al Gomolka Jr.)

My Two Hours With “J.T.”
By Al Gomolka Jr.

During my college senior year of 1973,
at the height of singer-songwriter James
Taylor’s phenomenon, I had a one-on-one,
2-hour chat with this pop/rock superstar.  I
volunteered to assist backstage at Syracuse
University, when the very popular performer
came and gave a speech to the 1,000 plus
music school students and professors.  After
his speech, and being mobbed for auto-
graphs, J.T. came backstage, and I was told
to bring him to a private holding room until
his ride arrived.  He introduced himself to
me and I to him, and then just the two of us
began a sociable chat.  James was exhausted.
Experiencing a grueling appearance sched-
ule, he was just happy to relax with me and
a pitcher of ice water; and he didn’t seem to
mind that his ride was 2 hours late.  We
spoke about his mega hit albums, “Sweet
Baby James,” and “Mud Slide Slim.”  James
was free and open in explaining recent events
in his life, such as: his recent stay in a mental

institution, inspirations, and why he wrote
some songs, and even childhood stories.  He
even told me a few details on his 2-week
marriage to fellow singer/songwriter, Carly
Simon and their honeymoon!  Surprisingly,
I didn’t act fanatical nor did I ask for his
autograph.  I felt very comfortable talking
with him.  We just sat for 2 hours shooting
the breeze like 2 college student buddies.
James actually thanked me for the relaxing
talk after his ride finally arrived, and he said
that it didn’t feel like 2 hours had passed.

Since that time, I have bought all J.T.’s
records and have followed his legendary
career fondly.  Recently, I just finished
reading his autobiography, “Long Ago and
Far Away.”

This memory of my 2 hours with James
Taylor can always be recalled as if it were
yesterday- me and the long-haired, blue-
jeaned, soft-spoken, musical genius, “Sweet
Baby James.”

#1 Pop Hits-July 21
2003-Crazy In Love-Beyonce
1999-Bills, Bills, Bills-Destiny’s Child
1988-The Flame-Cheap Trick
1977-Da Doo Ron Ron-Shaun Cassidy
1966-Hanky Panky-Tommy James & The
Shondells
1955-Learnin’ The Blues-Frank Sinatra

#1 Country Hits
-July 21
1990-The Dance-Garth Brooks
1981-Feels So Right-Alabama
1975-Touch The Hand-Conway Twitty
1963-Act Naturally-Buck Owens
1957-Bye Bye Love-The Everly Brothers

One Hit Wonders
20 Years Ago-1987-Respect Yourself-

Bruce Willis; Right On Track-The Break-
fast Club; Funky Town-Pseudo Echo; Kiss
Him Goodbye-The Nylons; Luka-Suzanne
Vega; Touch of Grey-The Grateful Dead;
Casanova-Levert; Heart and Soul-T’pau;
Don’t Disturb This Groove-System; The
Honey Thief-Hipsway.

Van Morrison- The Best Of Vol. 3
(Capitol/EMI)

Van “The Man” Morrison is back with
yet another Best Of, 2CD set. Unlike most
artists that can barely put out a solid Best Of,
Van has a cornucopia of incomparable mu-
sic that is just now coming to light. This is
manly a duets album with a cool variety of
genre’s and artists (www.vanmorrison.com).

Oddly Cool: Van and Tom Jones up-
beat, swingin’ “Cry For Love.” Sinatra’s
suave, “That’s Life.” Best: “Moondance”-
Van rips up the blueprint for one of the most
beautiful songs ever, and adds some musical
mojo.

“Once in a Blue Moon”- Yeah! musical
magic strikes for the gazillonth time for
Van. Every song is a gem!

Emerson Lake & Palmer- Pictures at an
Exhibition & Trilogy (Shout Factory) These
long overdue reissues are great! One of the
bands (along with The Strawbs, & Genesis)
that powered the progressive rock of the
70’s.  “Pictures” is the live album that set the
bench mark for many bands since. After
almost an hours worth of power trio treats,
they come back to encore with “Nutrocker”-
a revved-up version of “The Nut Cracker”
that erupts into rock nirvana! Trilogy was
ELP’s 4th album that includes 8 solid tracks
of studio wizardry, as the band fully em-
braced the new technology of the time. Tril-
ogy would inspire ELP go on to create a
masterpiece, “Brain salad Surgery.”

The Band- The Best of a Musical His-
tory CD/DVD set (Capitol/EMI) These 19
songs & 5 videos reflect the heart & soul of
one of the most prolific groups of the time,
and still today.

“Who do You Love” with Ronnie

Hawkins is about 3 minutes of the best
rockabilly ever! Nobody plays roots rock
like The Band.  “Besides classic cuts like
“Don’t Do It,” “Life is a Carnival,” etc.,
there’s also knockout versions of “Orange
Juice Blues” and the ultimate song of faith,
hope, & love, “Forever Young” with Dylan
on vocals. The DVD features a 1970’s jam
on, “King Harvest” and killer live versions
of “Long Black Veil,” & “Rockin’ Chair.”
Great music by a great band!

Music Trivia
Girls Names

By Tom Burkard

1.___Annie’s Song a. Pure Prairie League
2.___Runaround Sue b. Ritchie Valens
3.___Suzie-Q c. Chuck Berry
4.___Jean d. The Four Seasons
5.___Marianne e. Paul Anka
6.___Barbara Ann f. Bruce Springsteen

    & The E-Street Band
7.___Stacy’s Mom g. John Denver
8.___Maybelline h. Dion
9.___Diana i. Jan & Dean
10.__Donna j. Starship
11.__Linda k. The Rolling Stones
12.__Sara l. Oliver
13.__Rosalita m. The Fountains of Wayne
14.__Amie n. Creedence Clearwater Revival
15.__Angie o. The Beach Boys

Answers
1g 2h 3n 4l 5d 6o 7m 8c 9e 10b 11i 12j 13f 14a 15k.

The Fab Faux performed to a sold out crowd once again at The Count Basie Theatre.  The
songs of the Beatles were performed to perfection!  Denny Laine (Wings) and Spencer Davis
(The Spencer Davis Group) were also on hand to join the Fab Faux for a few songs.  Pictured
above (l-r) Glen Burtnik (Filling in on Keyboards and Guitar), Frank Agnello, Will Lee and the
Hogshead Horns in the background. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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2007 School Sports
Seres, Scarillo Batting Champs

South Amboy High School’s super-
stars in baseball, Brian Seres, and softball,
Nicole Scarillo have repeated as Middlesex
County batting average champions.  Actu-
ally, Scarillo, captured her third and unprec-
edented, successive batting championship.

Seres turned in a typical “monster” year,
by ripping the cover off the ball for a .608
batting average, while ripping 42 hits #2 in
the county, 12 doubles, 4 homers, 26 RBI,
and 42 runs #2 in the county.  He also
dominated on the pitcher’s mound with “The
best curveball in Middlesex County” ac-
cording to most baseball experts.  He had an
awesome (7-1) record, with 106 strikeouts
#2 in the county, in only 46 innings, while
posting a 1.52 ERA, to win the Middlesex
County ERA title.

Brian was a 1st Team All-State Group
I selection, and 3rd Team All-State, All-
Groups pick.  In addition, he was a 1st Team
choice for Home News Tribune’s All-Area
team.

Seres also set the All-Time victories
record for Hoffman/South Amboy by fin-
ishing the great-
est baseball ca-
reer in Gover-
nors’ history with
25 wins, to break
the previous mark
of 24 set by John
“ S k e e t s ”
Skarzynski in
1984.  Although
the research
hasn’t been done,
it is believed that
Seres has re-writ-
ten the school’s
baseball record
book, breaking

Bartlinski Gets
Award

South Amboy’s Joe Bartlinski was se-
lected to the Division II/III All-Rookie Team
by the NJ Collegiate Baseball Association.
The talented freshman pitcher finished a
perfect (5-0) for Kean University, who went
on to capture the Division III World Series
Championship.  Congratulations, Joe!

Award Winners
In addition to all of the awards and

honors received by Brian Seres and Nicole
Scarillo, other local high school athletes
were rewarded for their fine performances
throughout the year.

2007-NJSIAA Scholar-Athlete-Cardi-
nal McCarrick-Paul Conlon; 2007 GMC
Scholar-Athlete Award winners: Cardinal
McCarrick-Amy Pacansky (Who will play
softball at Assumption College, a Division
II school).  Her father, Jeff, also won the
Scholar Athlete Award at St. Mary’s in
1984; Rick McCutcheon (Who will attend
Brookdale Community College in the fall);
South Amboy-Kyle Blum and Staci
Eckenroth.  South Amboy’s Jared Mundy
was a 3rd Team All-State Group I selection,
and also a 3rd team All-Area third baseman
in Home News Tribune, along with
Sayreville outfielder, Ed Goldmann.

Rosario Selects
Stonehill

Cardinal McCarrick’s All-Time scor-
ing king, Vince Rosario will be taking his
many basketball talents to Stonehill Col-
lege, a Division II school located in Massa-
chusetts.  Rosario, an outstanding 5-10 point
guard initially committed to attending
Fairleigh Dickinson University, but had a
change of heart, after falling in love with the
Stonehill campus in early June.

Rosario set many records during his 4-
year run at McCarrick, including most ca-
reer points, (1,946), and CM/area marks for
most 3-point field goals in a career (282),
and in a season (131).  He averaged (29.4)
points per game as a junior, and (22.3) in his
senior campaign.  Vince led Coach Joe
Lewis’ Eagles to an outstanding (80-28)
record during his 4 years.

2007 Local High School Leaders
(Final Stats) the marks in most offensive and pitching

categories, both for one season and a career.
Brian Seres will be taking his many talents
to Brookdale Community College in the
fall, and perhaps one day in the not too
distant future will be playing professional
baseball.

Scarillo has been simply amazing
throughout her high school career.  She won
the county batting title this year with a
career-high of an unbelievable .673, and
also was one of the area’s most feared power-
hitters, blasting (7) home runs #2 in the
county, in only 55 at-bats.  The multi-tal-
ented catcher put up some mind-boggling
numbers for the ’07 season: slugging per-
centage (1.218), OPS (1.961), On base per-
centage (.743).  Nicole was a 3rd Team All-
State Associated Press selection, and 1st
Team All-Area in Home News Tribune.

Nicole Scarillo will take her extraordi-
nary batting and catching skills to Domini-
can College in Orangeburg, NY, and we
should be hearing much more about this
talented athlete at the Division II College.

By Tom Burkard

Brian Seres
(Photos by Brian Stratton)

Nicole Scarillo

Baseball
South Amboy (15-6) Cardinal

McCarrick (11-6) Sayreville (10-10).
Avg.-Brian Seres, SA .608 (#1 in

county); Jared Mundy, SA .518 (#5 in
county); Mike DeJoy, SA .516 (#6 in county);
Robert Applegate, EB Tech .508 (#7 in
county); Robert Pearson, Sayr .429; Ed
Goldmann, Sayr .420; Tom Berardi, Sayr
.418; Nick Ruszala, Sayr  .414; Joe
Bongiorno, SA .400; Rinaldi, Sayr .397;
Billy Woods, Sayr .387; Kyle Blum, SA
.358; Jake Campbell, Sayr .351; Tim Adams,
SA .347; Joe Charmello, SA .345; John
Cooney, SA .316.

Runs-Seres 42 (#2 in county); Mundy
34; Bongiorno 33; DeJoy 25; Goldmann 21.

Hits-Seres 42 (#2 in county); DeJoy 32;
Applegate 32; Mundy 29; Goldmann 29;
Ruszala 29.

Doubles-Mundy 13 (tied for 4th in
county); Seres 12; Goldmann 10; Applegate
8; Ruszala 8.

Triples-Seres 3; Ruszala 3; Mundy 2;
Goldmann 2.

RBI-Mundy 33 (#6 in county); Seres
26; DeJoy 26; Goldmann 26; Berardi 25.

Home Runs-Seres 4; Mundy 4; DeJoy
3.

Innings Pitched-Seres 46; Berardi 41.6;
Goldmann 40.3.

Strikeouts-Seres 106 (#2 in county);
Berardi 41; Goldmann 27.

Wins-Seres 7 (tied for #3 in county);
Goldmann 4; Berardi 3.

ERA-Seres 1.52 (#1 in county);
Goldmann 3.12; Berardi 3.19.
Softball

South Amboy (16-3) Sayreville (10-
10) Cardinal McCarrick (4-13).

Avg.-Nicole Scarillo, SA .673 (#1 in
county); Sarah O’Connor, SA .596 (#2 in
county); Kayla Laratta, SA .533 (tied for #3
in county); Amy Pacansky, CM .488; Sarno,
SA .485; Katey Charmello, SA .453; Amanda
Parsons, SA .429; Brianne Septor, SA .408;
Ali Anderson, SA .333.

Runs-Pacansky 13.
Hits-Scarillo 37 (tied for #10 in county);

Laratta 32; Charmello 29; O’Connor 28;
Parsons 21.

Doubles-Laratta 9; O’Connor 7;

Pacansky 5; Charmello 4.
Triples-Scarillo 3; Septor 3.
RBI-Scarillo 31 (#8 in county); Parsons

22; O’Connor 17; Charmello 11; Septor 10.
Home Runs-Scarillo 7 (#2 in county);

Parsons 4 (tied for #9 in county); O’Connor
2; Septor 2.

Innings Pitched-Parsons 91; Amanda
Olender, Sayr 85; Liz Montemurro, Sayr 62.

Strikeouts-Olender 99; Parsons 75;
Montemurro 67.

Wins-Parsons 14 (tied for #6 in county);
Montemurro 6; Olender 3.

ERA-Montemurro 0.68 (#2 in county);
Parsons 1.38 (#9 in county); Olender 1.65
(#11 in county).

Boys Tennis
Sayreville (21-3) South Amboy (0-10).
Singles-Andrew Musyoka, Sayr (20-3).
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Just Me And My
Beers Blues

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c.2006
I’m sittin’ here drinkin’ and thinkin’
With beers, on my porch
Oh there goes a Porsche driving by
Ain’t he the lucky guy
Me and my Chevy once held a bevy
Of girls I adored
But none-no more.
I’m sittin’ here drinkin’ and thinkin’
About my yesterdays
I do that a lot I must say
But in some affectionate way
I let out a cheer-here! Here!
And I don’t mind these beers.
I’m sittin’ here drinkin’ and thinkin’
What tomorrow might bring
Oh, maybe a pretty thing
Or, probably I’ll just sing
A song, of no tears or fears
While drinkin’ my beers
Just me and my beers.

Traveling With Back Pain
Whether for business or pleasure, trav-

eling is hard on your back.  You spend time
in uncomfortable seats and unfamiliar beds
and carry heavy suitcases through airports
and hotel lobbies.  It’s time to give your back
a vacation by learning how to travel with
back pain.

1. Lighten your luggage load.  Resist
the temptation to pack everything in one
carry-on suitcase or garment bag.  If you
want to avoid checking luggage, pack only
what you can carry comfortably.  If you
carry a garment bag or suitcase with straps,
remember to balance the load by alternating
shoulders.  Carrying 2 suitcases of approxi-
mately equal weight is an even better solu-
tion.  Be aware of proper body mechanics
while carrying your luggage.  Imagine an
invisible line that starts at your ear and
continues past your shoulder to your hip.
When the line is straight, your back is in
proper balance.  Use luggage carts.  Push the
cart with both arms and keep your elbows
tucked in close to your body to avoid over-
reaching.  The next time you buy luggage,
look for lightweight suitcases with built-in
rollers.  Make sure the handle allows you to
stand up straight while pulling or pushing
the suitcases.  Rubber wheels are recom-
mended for protection against slips and skids.
2. Beat back pain.  Airline seats are not
designed for comfort.  From first class to
economy, all passengers have the same com-
plaints.  Fortunately, you can make a few
simple adjustments to protect your back.
For lumbar support, place an airline pillow
or a folded blanket in the small of your back.
Be conscious of your posture, especially, if
you want to nap.  Use a pillow or folded
blanket to support your neck.  Gentle stretch-
ing exercises can help relieve the stress of a
long trip.  Try to stand in the aisle and walk
a little at least once every hour.  3. Making
your back count.  Learn to make choices that
will protect your back from stress and strain.
Leave a little extra time to get to the airport.
Let the redcap handle your luggage.  By
including these choices in your travel plans,
you’ll have a more relaxing and pain-free
trip!

For Sale
Camera-Canon Rebel 2000 35 mm
Includes: Tamron 100-300 mm lens;

Sigma 28-80 mm lens;
Vivitar Auto Focus Zoom
Flash; large camera bag.
Everything in mint condition.

Original Price $600

Now Only $250 or Best Offer

Call 732-727-0398
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1947-Rookie, Allie Clark rips another hit for
the New York Yankees.  He batted .373 for
the Bronx Bombers.

2007-South Amboy’s Allie Clark holds up
one of his most prized possessions, the St.
Mary’s High School Athletic Hall of Fame
plaque he received in 2000, when he was
inducted.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Allie Clark: Forever A New York Yankee-Part 3
By Tom Burkard

In 1947, Allie got the call from the New
York Yankees that he had been waiting for
his entire life.  He was going to The Bronx,
as a major league baseball player, the first-
ever from his hometown of South Amboy,
NJ, and to play for the greatest team in
sports, the New York Yankees.

To this day, Allie says that his greatest
thrill in baseball was “When I walked into
Yankee Stadium for the first time, after
growing up so close by playing baseball.  I
used to pray that someday I’d make the
Yankees, and I wasn’t even in high school at
the time.”

Allie recalled his thoughts from before
the first game, “I was very nervous.  It was
my ambition since I was in high school to
play for the Yankees.   It was like a dream
come true!  When I walked in the clubhouse
and met guys like Joe DiMaggio, Charlie
Keller and Tommy Henrich, it was a great
feeling!  Coming from South Amboy, and
being so close to Yankee Stadium was a
wonderful thrill.  I’ll never forget it,” he
said.  Clark continued, “On that first day at
Yankee Stadium, the veteran players con-

gratulated and patted me on the back, and
were glad I made it to the club.  We all got
along.”

He was now a teammate of DiMaggio,
Rizzuto, and so many other greats, and was
assigned the uniform worn by perhaps the
greatest ballplayer in the history of the game,
Babe Ruth.  Allie was the next to last player
to wear the revered number 3.  Cliff Mapes
was the final Yankee to get Ruth’s uniform
number.  In his first game, he drove in Yogi
Berra, who had tripled.

“One day DiMaggio said, ‘You’re gonna
be a great hitter,’ when he was injured and I
took his place.  Another day by the batting
cage when I was hitting, he said, ‘Hey son,
let me get in there.  You might take my job.
I gotta get back in this lineup because you’re
going too good,’ he joked because I was
hitting so good.  We all laughed,” said Clark.
He was hitting much better than good, and in
24 games ripped the ball for a phenomenal
.373 avg., with 25 hits, 14 RBI, and his first
big-league homer off Bill McCahan on Aug.
6, 1947.

Allie’s closest friends on the ’47 Yan-
kees were his former Newark Bears team-
mates, Yogi Berra and Bobby Brown.  “When
we played in New York, I stayed at home in
South Amboy, and when we were on the
road, I hung out with Yogi and Bobby,” he
said.

“They were a great bunch of guys
DiMaggio, Rizzuto, and 4 of the best pitch-
ers in the league: Allie Reynolds, Vic Raschi,
Spec Shea and relief pitcher Joe Page.”

The Yankees faced the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers in the World Series, and according to an
official scouting report by Dodger scouts,
J.H. DeBerry and Wid C. Matthews, “His
power is pull and above average.  He has
commanding cuts at the high pitch, and in
hitting practice pulls all pitches with good
power to left field.”  The Dodgers scouting
staff certainly respected this talented 24-
year old rookie slugger.

Clark’s hot-streak continued into the
1947 World Series, and in Game 7, Allie
was called on by Manager Bucky Harris to
pinch-hit for Yogi Berra, and he came
through with a clutch single, to drive in the

insurance run, and seal the Yankees 4-2
victory, and World Series Championship.

Allie recalled a big party in New York
after winning the Series, and said, “South
Amboy had a nice dinner for me in South
River.  Rizzuto, Jackie Farrell, Chuck
Dressen and quite a few players came down.”

The hometown boy, who made good
for himself was on top of the world, at least
until around Christmas time, when he along
with Yankee fans everywhere were shocked
when he was traded to the Cleveland Indi-
ans.  Clark said that, “They never told me.  I
heard it over the radio.  I was very unhappy,
because I was close to home, and the Yanks
were my favorite team when I was growing
up.  It was another case of the bad arm
(Which hampered his throwing after an un-
successful surgery in ’46), and they got a
pretty good pitcher, Red Embree for me.
They had a good outfield too, with DiMaggio,
Keller, Henrich and Lindell.”

In ’48, with the Indians, Allie got in 81
games under future Hall-of-Famer, man-
ager shortstop, Lou Boudreau.  “We had a
nice ballclub.  I enjoyed it.  Boudreau was
one of the best shortstops around and knew
where to play the hitters,” according to Allie.
Clark was a big contributor, batting .310
with 9 homers and 38 RBI, playing mostly
outfield, 5 games at third base, and 1 game
he’ll never forget at first base.  “We were
playing the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park
in a 1-game playoff for the American League
pennant, and when I got to my locker there
was a first baseman’s mitt inside.  I asked
manager Boudreau ‘What is this’ and he
said you’re playing first today.’  This was
the most important game of the century at
that time,” Clark said.  He had never played
first base in his life, but handled 3 chances
perfectly.  “I was afraid that Ted Williams
would hit a ball and knock me out to right
field.   I went 0 for 2, and we were winning
8-3, when Boudreau took me out in the 7th
inning and put regular first baseman Eddie
Robinson in.  I was the happiest man that day
when they took me out.  It was scary,” Allie
said.

In ’48, another dream came true for
Allie Clark.  His boyhood idol, Joe “Flash”

Gordon was now a teammate on Cleveland,
and not only that, became Allie’s roommate.
Allie did get to tell him that he was his
favorite player.  “It was a big thrill for me to
room with Joe.  He was a wonderful guy and
gave you that big grin all the time.  He was
the only guy in baseball that called me
“Alfie.

He was a great second baseman.  I and
many others feel that he should be in the
Hall-of-Fame.”

The City of South Amboy held “Allie
Clark Day” at Yankee Stadium on June 18,
1948, and 1,500 locals went to The Bronx to
cheer for their hometown hero.  They also
presented him with a blank check to buy
furniture for his new home.

Another event occurred in 1948 that
will be forever in Allie’s memory bank.
When he came in with the Indians to play the
Yankees at Yankee Stadium, he was hon-
ored to meet the great Babe Ruth.  Allie said
that “It was a big thrill to meet him.  Sadly at
the time, he was dying, and walked around
the clubhouse and shook hands with the
players, and when he came to me, he shook
my hand, and in a very hoarse voice said,
‘Allie, how are you?’

The ’48 Cleveland Indians went on to
win the World Series over the Boston Braves
4 games to 2, and Clark became one of only
two players in big league history to play on
a different World Series Champion in each
of his first two seasons.  What an amazing
feat!

*A special thank you to South Amboy’s
Jim Langan, for providing the information
from the official 1947 Brooklyn Dodgers
Scouting Report.  Jim quite possibly has the
most unique Allie Clark memorabilia col-
lection in all of South Amboy.

*Don’t miss Part 4 in the August 18th
issue of The SA Times!

Richie Wojciechowicz

Wojciechowicz Elected To Hall of Fame
By Tom Burkard

Former Sayreville football legend,
Richie Wojciechowicz was recently elected
to the College of New Jersey Athletic Hall
of Fame.  In high school, he was a punter for
the Bombers and graduated in 1961.  He
took his many football talents to Trenton
State College, and was the Lions’ punter/
fullback from 1962-64.  In ’63, he averaged
over 43 yards per punt, and helped lead the
team to a fine (7-1) mark.  He also added (2)
three-touchdown games to his resume that
season, and was one of the leaders in pass

receptions.  His longest career reception was
a flat pass that he turned into a 78-yd. TD.  In
’64, he gained NAIA All-America Honor-
able Mention.

After graduation, he embarked on a
coaching career, starting at Bordentown
Regional HS in 1967 as the freshman foot-
ball coach.  His love of coaching was evi-
dent, as he served as head track and field,
and golf coach at Prince George’s Commu-
nity College during a career that spanned 39
years as a professor of health and human
performance, while also serving as a coordi-
nator of health education for 37 years.

Former Sayreville High School Educa-
tor and Coach, Homer Dill said, “To be
successful in life, I believe it has a great deal
to do with the individual.  Richie did not
waste his human potential, talent and abil-
ity.  His personal achievements will attest to
what he has accomplished.  He became an
outstanding athlete, teacher, college profes-
sor, and coach.  Richie was a very dedicated
and hard working athlete.  He was always
eager to help the team whenever it was
necessary or needed.  Richie became an
outstanding punter in his senior year at high
school, and was instrumental in helping to
win several games due to his punting abil-
ity.”   Dill went on to mention that “Wojie”
as he was affectionately called, was a “spe-
cial” player, whom he found a pleasure to
work with.  He said that,  “I am honored that
I had the opportunity to teach and coach
him.  He is a credit to his family, teachers,
coaches, and his community.”

Richie’s Uncle Alex Wojciechowicz of
South River, was a member of the legendary
“7 Blocks of Granite” while starring for
Fordham University.  Alex went on to star in
the NFL for 13 years as a center/middle
linebacker with the Detroit Lions and Phila-
delphia Eagles.  He was elected to the NFL
Hall of Fame in ’92, entering as an Eagle.  At
the time he was the only NJ player to have
been inducted in both college and profes-
sional hall of fames.
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732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION

• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Confessions Of A
South Amboy Guy –
Gene Dennen

The first memory I have of Gene Dennen
is flipping baseball cards with him during
recess in Sister Franaois’ 4th grade class in
the old Saint Mary’s Grammar School.  He
was unbeatable. As a matter of fact, fellow
“downtown guys” Freddie Schaber, Joe
Coughlin and Gene were so skillful at taking
everybody else’s stacks of cards that they
were accused of using a special technique
and were good naturedly, but summarily
banned from schoolyard baseball card flip-
ping competition..

Also, when my brother and I occasion-
ally hung out “downtown with my cousin,
Charlie, and Frankie Brennan we would
also see him because Gene was a “down-
town” guy, and “downtown Broadway guys”
were a special breed. Let’s face it, it took a
special breed to handle the kaleidoscopic
Broadway hustle and bustle that was
O’Connors, Zalls, Mac Seamers, Joe
Smokes, the Empire Theater, Jack’s Depart-
ment Store, the A&P, Safeway, Greens Mens
Shop, Browns, Soltis Cleaners, La Monts
Pizza, Gendelaks, Maduras, Petersens,
Arky’s, George Dalys, Reiners, and, of
course, the South Amboy Trust Company
and The First National Bank.

 Yes, the world of the kid in those days
was separated into two groups: the placid,
serene and calm variety who lived above
Stevens Avenue and the fiery, spirited and
peppery ones who lived below Stevens Av-
enue. And there was no shame in knowing
that downtown guys lived a fuller if not
more safe existence. But,  since Gene was a
downtown guy, and I spent most of my time
teenage years up the Tank, Tarallos or Gus
Potts, and that’s about as far from Broadway
as you can get and still be in town, my
interaction with Gene was mostly confined
to friendly “Hello’s” at school or ball games.

 Years later, Gene came into his own as
an athlete in the South Amboy City League
Softball League. He played shortstop very
well on a number of teams, but I played with
him personally on Roddys team in the early
1970’s, and that’s where I got to know him
well enough to call him a good friend. The
most endearing thing about him was that he
told the worst and corniest jokes of all time.
He told them one after another. And even
though it was obvious that he had to know
how bad they were, he didn’t let a simple
thing like that stop him from telling them.
People don’t know how seriously those
games are taken, so a little comic relief from
Gene always helped after getting out pitched
by Jackie Gallagher or Eddie Conroy or out
hit by Woody McCarthy or Tommy Burkard.

Finally, during these last twenty years
of being a DJ in the Landmark Tavern I got
to see Gene just about on a weekly basis. He
always managed to stop in and say hello.
especially in the early part of the night.
During that time of the evening I always
play music trivia games for giveaway tee
shirts and such, and since Gene was such a
rock and oldies expert I always made sure I
had some songs to test him.

And just about every time I challenged
him, he was up to the challenge. He knew
who did the Motown songs like Monkey
Time or Please Mr Postman. He knew that
Lee Michaels did “Do You Know What I
Mean”. He knew that Jimmy Reed did “Baby
What You Want Me To Do?”  His two
favorite song were Amie, What you Gonna
Do?” and “Heard it in a Love Song” so, of
course I always tried to get on those two
songs while he was there. I think the only
time I ever stumped him was when I asked
who did the original version of “Proud
Mary”Öno, it wasn’t Ike and Tina Turner
and it even wasn’t Creedence Clearwater,
although they’re the two versions that ev-
erybody guesses.

Since Gene himself had fronted a band
that played in and around South Amboy
during the 70’s and 80’s, it was only natural
that he would gravitate to such a lively
musical setting in the town that he loved and
lived in all of his life. Every week he would
be there early in the evening, and everybody
benifitted from his benign presence and
eager to please personality. And it wasn’t a
surprise to me to find out that he donated his

continued on page 21
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
Glory Days In
Local Sports

T.H.E.
Game

From The Youth League Archives

Early 1950’s-Pictured in this vintage photo at the old St. Mary’s Field is the talented
Enterprise Hook & Ladder South Amboy Little League team.  Bottom row (l-r) Charlie
Brinamen, Bernie Dowling, Jack Gendlek, George Reick, Tom Harvey, Bob Cupperson,
Mike McCarthy.  Middle row (l-r) Tom McCarthy, Joe Phillips, Bob Boyce, Frank Brennan,
Jim Lovely, Joe Doyle, Charlie Conroy, Billy O’Brien.  Top row (l-r) Coaches-Joe “Scoop”
McCarthy, Joe Conroy, Bernie Mackiel Sr.  (Photo courtesy of Charlie and Bonnie Conroy)
*Does anyone know what year this picture was taken?

1951-The Sayreville base-
ball nine stopped St. Mary’s, 5-1.
Winning pitcher, Charlie
Kolakowski struck out 13 and
fired a 3-hitter.  Gene

Malkiewicz led the Bombers
with 2 hits, 3 runs, and 3 stolen
bases.  Losing pitcher, Bill

Richardson hurled a 5-hitter, and struck out
7, while blasting a triple. 1965-Madison
Twp., coached by South Amboy native, Bill
“Biff” McKeon, hammered Hoffman, 13-2
in diamond action.  Frank Pauloski socked
a two-bagger for the Guvs. 1975-The top 5
hitters on the Guvs’ baseball club for the
season were: Joe “Moose” McCarthy .410;
Rudy Neumann .367; George Bongiorno
.358; Jack Conlon .326; Ron Stillwagon
.273.

1981-Immaculata nipped Hoffman
girls’ softball team 3-2, despite a beautiful
2-hitter by ace pitcher, Robin Piazzolla.
1999-Justine Robe’s RBI double in the 8th
inning gave Sayreville girls’ softball club a
thrilling 3-2 win over Colonia.  Freshman
Kristen Karbowski was the winning hurler.
2000-St. Mary’s softball squad white-
washed Metuchen, 7-0 behind winning
pitcher Jill Palomo, who blasted a three-
bagger.  Kate Kurzawa ripped 2 hits for the
Saints.

Year-1987
Sport-Baseball
T e a m s - G r e e n
Brook vs. Hoffman
in the CJ Group I championship game.
Recap-Dave Gumprecht was superb, as he
fired a brilliant 2-hitter and struck out 15 to
lead the Guvs to a 2-0 victory and the CJ
Group I crown.  Billy Moskal blasted a
double and triple, Jimmy McCabe contrib-
uted 3 hits.  Leonard had an RBI single, and
Moskal tripled in the 5th, and scored on
Leonard’s sacrifice fly.
Co-MVP’s-Gumprecht and Leonard

The Mulvey Watch
Parlin’s pitching ace, and NY Mets

prospect Kevin Mulvey is leading his Double
A team, Binghamton in games started (17);
Innings Pitched (92.2); ERA (3.40); fewest
walks issued by a starting pitcher (28); and
has allowed only 1 home run all season.  He
is tied for the most wins (6), and is second in
strikeouts (60).  As of July 7, 2007, Mulvey’s
record stands at (6-8).   Kevin was honored
to be selected to the U.S. roster for the XM
All-Star Futures Games at AT&T Park in
San Francisco.  He pitched 1-inning and
allowed one run in the 9th Annual showcase
of top minor league prospects, which was
held as part of Taco Bell All-Star Sunday
during festivities for the 78th Major League
Baseball All-Star Game.

Diamond Dust

25 Years Ago
1982-The South Amboy Pirates 16-18

Year-Old Traveling Baseball Team, under
Coach Bruce Ramer’s Club finished 1st

during the regular season (13-3), but bowed
to Carteret 2 games to none in the playoff
finals.  Second baseman, Joe Szaro (.400)
was the top hitter during the regular season,
followed by catcher Mark Herdman (.380).

35 Years Ago

Gene Dennen continued from page 20

1972-The South Amboy Slow Pitch
Men’s Senior Softball League Leaders were:
Top 25

Batting Average (Minimum 42 at bats)
Tom Kaelin .628; Dennis Yanoski .565;
Greg Havlusch .560; Ken Szatkowski .550;
Ed Szatkowski .547; Gene Lopez .547; Jim
Tingle .534; Chet Meinzer .531; Larry
Kurzawa .522; Jay Thomas .512; Mark Felice
.511; Paul Ust .500; Don Szatkowski .500;
Joe Gatyas .482; Ned Moran .480; Brian
O’Brien .479; Ernie Read .477; Gary Read
.472; Bill Connors .471; Jimmy Lyons .467;
Tony Mancini .463; Joe Noble .460; Jim
Nemeth .460; Harry Macholl .458; Tom
Fitzmorris .456.

Runs-Kurzawa 29; K. Szatkowski 28;
Lyons 27; D. Szatkowski 26.  Hits-Kurzawa
35; K. Szatkowski 33; Tingle 31; E.
Szatkowski 29.  Doubles-T. Fitzmorris 12;
Lyons 11; K. Szatkowski 11; Tingle 10.
Triples-D. Szatkowski 5; Kaelin 3; Carew
3; Mike Holovacko 3; Billy Natusch 3;
Havlusch 3.   Home Runs-Tom Lange 10;
Kurzawa 9; Carew 6; Larry LeBrocq 6;
Kaelin 5.  Wins-Tom Magielnecki 13; Ed
Paczkowski 10; Jack Gallagher 10; Ed
Conroy 9; Tom Kuc 9.   MVP (Selected by
coaches and umpires)-Rich Klein  Rookie
of the Year (Selected by coaches and um-
pires)-Nick Charmello.

1965-Middlesex County Freeholders
Little Fellas Tournament

South Amboy AL 5 Laurel Park NL 1-
Winning pitcher, George Krzyzanowski
blasted a home run.

Morgan 5 East Brunswick 4-Chris Heye
was the winning pitcher.

1970-Morgan AA Midget League
Matty’s Auto Parts 13 Bonieski Agency

10-Ted Picchini drilled 3 hits, and Doug
Huenke was the winning pitcher.

1970-South Amboy Little Fellas League
Jo-Tom’s 7 Protection 4-Matt Kurtz

was the winning pitcher.  Joe “Moose”
McCarthy blasted a solo home run, and
Charlie Powell stroked 3 hits for JT’s.

1974-SA Little Fellas League
Daylight Bakery 9 First Aid 0-John

Inman fired a no-hitter, struck out 17, and
also hit for the cycle.  Darren Gorczyca
belted 4 hits, and Jeff Maslowski 3 hits.

1975-South Amboy Girls Softball
League

Dodgers 19 Rangers 2-Judy Neumann
blasted a home run and scored 4 runs.

Rangers 15 Pirates 12-Barbara
Neumann drilled 2 hits and added 3 RBI.

1977-South Amboy Babe Ruth League
SA Trust 3 Raritan River Railroad 1-

Alex MacNeil was the winning pitcher.  John
Inman hammered a single and triple for
RRR.

By Tom Burkard

time bringing his guitar over to the Disabled
Veterans Home at Roosevelt Hospital to
entertain the friends he had made when he
spent time in that hospital himself.

The last time that I saw Gene Dennen
was in the intensive care ward at Robert
Wood Johnson Hospital in New
Brunswick.right after he was found beaten
and near dead in his condo parking lot down

at the homes on “The Island“.  He has been
moved from that intensive care ward , so I
can only hope and pray that he is getting
better and ask that anyone who has any
information about what happened to him
will contact the police, and that anyone who
knows what hospital Gene is in will pass it
on to Henny the DJ at the Landmark.

Thanks, The Ghost



22   July 21, 2007 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Bluefish action at

the west section
of the Bay and
beaches seems
to have slowed
down to a pick
of smaller fish.
This is typical mid
summer occurrence usu-
ally after the Bunkers leave
this section of the Bay.  Not so, on the Party
Boats where large 6 to 14 pound fish are
being caught daily.  Blue fishing is excel-
lent, so good that sometimes you can see
them in the water taking the bait!  Only a
handful of Bonito have been caught so far.
Fluke fishing in the ocean and the bay has
really been good.  Despite the 17inch size
limit there have been some sizable catches!!
The Fluke to beat is the 15 lb fish caught off
the T.C Buoy.  At least two more in the 12 lb
class have been caught.  Bottom fishing is
mostly Sea Bass, some of which are big and
Porgies. A Black Drum about 100lbs was
caught from a boat, fishing for Fluke.  An-
other Drum about 60lbs was caught in the
Sandy Hook surf.  Surf fishing consists
mostly of a few decent size Bluefish and
some Kingfish.
Fresh Water

Hot weather has slowed up fishing for
the most part.  I tried Bass fishing in a small
Lake in Sussex County. I thought I had
something on a plastic worm, but outside of
that. I did nothing else. Hybrid Striped Bass
are hitting in Spruce Run Reservoir in the
early and late in the day.

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA

O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in
obtaining every need of body and soul, our Holy
Mother Church proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles,
the greatest Saint of modern times.” Now I fervently
beseech you to answer my petition (mention here) and
carry out your promise of doing good upon earth of
letting fall from heaven a shower of roses, henceforth,
Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill your plea to be made
known everywhere and I will never cease to lead
others to Jesus through you. Amen.-B.T.S.

Obituaries
Anghelone, Dawn L., 39, of Sayreville

died on June 18.
Chodkiewicz, Florence “Aunt Flo,” 66,

formerly of Sayreville died on June 29.
Harkins, Joseph, 48, formerly of South

Amboy died on June 20.
Heffernan, Gordon C., 82, of South

Amboy died on July 3.
Johnson, Hazel Grimley, 101, of Mor-

gan died on July 11.
Kleinbow, Joan, 74, of Sayreville died

on July 2.
Kosmowski, Eleanor, 69, formerly of

Sayreville died on June 22.
Kukulski, Elizabeth Kuchta, 86, of

Sayreville died on June 25.
Larsen, Dorothy,  86, of South Amboy

died on May 27.
Maliszewski, John, 69, of Morgan died

on June 24.
McDonough, Edward, 68, of Melrose

died on June 18.
Minnick, Frank “Skip,” 79, formerly of

South Amboy died on July 4.
Molnar, Helen Kwiatkowski, 95, of

Sayreville died on July 2.
Murawski, Joseph E., 51, of South

Amboy died on June 17.
Newsome, Thomas J., 62, of Morgan

died on July 1.
Roberts, David, 34, formerly of South

Amboy died on June 25.
Ruiz, Brunhilda, 78, of Parlin died on

July 3.
Rusin, Mary F., 83, of Sayreville died

on July 5.
Salvatore, Alfred A., 83, formerly of

Parlin died on June 21.
Santora, Canio, 78, of South Amboy

died on June 19.
Vincler, Joseph, 78, of Parlin died on

July 4.
Waselus, Elizabeth, 92, of Morgan died

on June 23.
Wojciechowicz, Catherine Dominik,

formerly of Sayreville died on July 7.
Zezemski, John D., 70, formerly of

Sayreville died on June 26.
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Kristen Beth Zakrzewski graduated Magna
Cum Laude from Richard Stockton College,
Pomona, NJ on May 6, with a B.A. in Criminal
Justice, Forensics Track.  She achieved the
Stockton Scholarship and also private
Foundation Scholarships based on her
academic status.  Zakrzewski completed 2
internships, one with the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office, Victim Witness Unit,
and the other with Atlantic City Police
Department’s Forensic Investigation Unit.
Kristen is the daughter of proud parents
Debbie and Kevin Zakrzewski.

On May 31, Julia Bloodgood-Hoffman,
daughter of proud mom, Nancy Bloodgood-
Hoffman, a 1977 alumnus of H.G. Hoffman
High School, graduated with honors from
Santa Fe (New Mexico) High School.  Julia
will be attending British Columbia University,
Vancouver, Canada in the fall.  Pictured with
Julia (l) is her very proud Aunt, Ruth
Bloodgood (r).

Erin Campbell of South Amboy with Charlie
Gibson at her graduation from Union College,
Schenectady, New York on June 17th. Ms.
Campbell graduated with a BA in Political
Science and Economics with honors. She
will attend the  University of Georgia Law
School in August. Ms. Campbell is the
daughter of Edward and Pamela Campbell
of South Amboy. Mr. Gibson was the guest
speaker at the Union College graduation
ceremonies from which his grandfather and
father graduated. Mr. Gibson also started a
scholarship with a $75,000 donation in his
late fathers’ name. The theme of his speech
was on ethics and making the right choices
in life.

On June 8, Alison McLaughlin, age 3, of
South Amboy, entered a Pretty Princess
Contest conducted by the State Fair
Meadowlands at Giants Stadium
Fairgrounds. On June 23, 2007 Alison was
one of five finalists and was invited to the
State Fair at the Meadowlands where she
was awarded 2nd Place.  Alison was dressed
in her Cinderella dress, shoes, crown and
magic wand.  Ms. Teen New Jersey, Krysten
Moore was present to award and congratulate
all of the princesses!!  Michele Tartaglione, a
State Fair representative, did a great job in
organizing and conducting this event!

Old Hangouts
I guess none of our SA Times readers

have any recollections of hanging out in
South Amboy or Sayreville, huh?  We’ll
here’s a couple of “hangout” spots for you:
Prasnal’s or Frank’s (Whatever you chose to
call it) on Stevens Ave. in South Amboy,
where Center Deli is now located; The Jug
(The building across the street from Frank’s);
Joe Smoke’s or Oshie Quinlan’s (Again,
whatever you wanted to call it) on Broad-
way & John St., South Amboy; “The Wall”
on John Street (by the old H.G. Hoffman
HS; Scott Ave. Park in Melrose; Tex near
Bob’s Barber Shop on Main St. in South
Amboy; Mike’s Corner on Stevens Ave.,
South Amboy where SA Deli is now lo-
cated; Anton & Chuck’s Bar outside bench
on Ridgeway Ave. in Mechanicsville; The

steps of the old Trust Company on Broad-
way, South Amboy (Where Wachovia Bank
is now located).  Baseball legend, Jack
McKeon and other locals would hang out
there in the late 1940’s.  O’Connor’s Ice
Cream Parlor on Broadway in South Amboy
was another hot spot to hangout.

*There has to be a lot more places.  Let
us know where you hung out in Sayreville,
Morgan, Parlin, Melrose, and South Amboy.
Send to: satimes@aol.com

By Tom  Burkard
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