
NEXT ISSUE
MARCH  31ST

• EASTER
• PASSOVER
• BASEBALL
• SOFTBALL

ALL DEADLINES
MARCH 19TH

For Ads Call
732-727-0398 or

732-727-1906

Date:  February 24, 2007 PRICELESS Vol. 16  Issue 5

THE
SOUTH AMBOY

 SAYREVILLE

Pete Casey
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Grand Marshal:
Pete Casey

By Tom Burkard
Soon to be 93-years young, Pete Casey

of South Amboy was chosen Grand Marshal
by the South Amboy Parade Committee for
this year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade, which
is slated for March 10.  “It was quite a
surprise and shock to be asked.  I was Grand
Marshal in 2004 for the Memorial Day Pa-
rade,” he said.  They couldn’t have made a
better choice, as this hard-working and dedi-
cated gentleman has lived a most interesting
and incredible life, with love of his family,
God and his country always at the top of his
priority list.

Walter J. “Pete” Casey was born in
South Amboy on March 3, 1914 to Robert
A. Casey and Loretta O’Connell Casey.  His
mother died when he was four, and the

Wisniewski:
Turnpike Sale/
Lease Unsafe

Assembly Transportation and Public
Works Committee Chairman John S.
Wisniewski recently commended Senator
Raymond Lesniak’s (D-Union) efforts for
engaging the asset monetization issue, but
cautioned that it would be a mistake to put
the NJ Turnpike into private hands through
a sale or lease.  Wisniewski issued the fol-
lowing statement:

“I applaud Senator Lesniak’s efforts in
trying to find a creative way to solve New
Jersey’s ongoing fiscal crisis.  However, as
Governor Corzine has told us from day one,
we cannot fix our financial problems by
relying on one-shot revenue deals and finan-
cial gimmickry.  Everyone agrees that we
need to pay down our debt and the numbers
Senator Lesniak talked about-between $10
billion and $15 billion-certainly makes jump-
ing on the monetization bandwagon an at-
tractive temptation.  On the other hand, NJ
government has shown significant lack of
discipline over the last 4 decades when it
comes to matching spending with revenues.
Even with all of the legal caveats in the
world, there is a very strong possibility that
we would find ourselves facing the same
debt and the same fiscal crisis 10 or 20 years
from now.  No matter how you dress it up, a
sale or lease of the Turnpike and Parkway
remains a dead-end for New Jersey drivers,”
stated Wisniewski.

South Amboy Swears In Five.  Mayor John T. O’Leary recently swore-in five new Police
Officers, the most ever sworn-in at one time.  Pictured (l-r) Mayor O’Leary, Police Chief,
James Wallace and South Amboy’s newest officers, Ted Nycz, Sean Bouchard, John Kelly,
Donald Szatkowski and Jacob Murray.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Katey Did-It!!  South Amboy High School stand out Junior Guard Katey Charmello hit the
magic 1000 point mark on January 29, 2007.  Playing in front of a packed gym Katey led
the Lady Governors to victory while setting this milestone.  Pictured (l-r) Katey’s family, Nick,
Katey, Joyce and  Joe Charmello.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Jess Hits 1000!!  Cardinal McCarrick Senior Guard , Jess Pruiti netted her 1000th career point
on a layup against the Metuchen Bulldogs at Metuchen on February 8, 2007. A huge crowd
from Cardinal McCarrick was on hand to see Jess hit this momentous mark.  Pictured (l-r)
Filippa, Sebastian, Jackie, Jess and Joe Pruiti.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

(Continued on Page 26)

Sayreville: 6 New
Policemen

Six new police officers were sworn in
for the Borough of Sayreville, raising the
number to 89 on the staff.  Newcomers
include: Matthew Kurtz, 25, of Sayreville;
Joseph Przybylowski, 28, of Sayreville;
Daniel Ellmyer, 27, who resides in
Woodbridge; Thomas Sheehan, 29, who
lives in Old Bridge; Charles Teator, 26, who
lives in Woodbridge; and Michael Cinardo
24, who resides in Old Bridge.

The policemen went through a 21-week
training program at Cape May Police Acad-
emy, and graduated on January 25.  They
will now have an 8-week training program
before assignment to squads in the Sayreville
Police Department’s patrol division.  Con-
gratulations and best of luck, officers!

7 Attain Eagle
Scout Rank

South Amboy Boy Scout Troop 95
inducted a new record of seven Eagle Scouts
at a huge ceremony/dinner at Sacred Heart
Memorial Hall, Washington Ave., South
Amboy.

The new Eagle Scouts are Doug Rand,
Joseph McCarty, Michael Harris, Michael
Eib, Tim Forsthoffer, David Longenhagen
III, and Andrew Rosenthal.  Congratula-
tions on your outstanding accomplishment!

Bombers Win 5
District Titles

Five outstanding wrestlers from
Sayreville’s superb squad captured District
20 championships.  Eric Tsang (125) and
Scott Poore (145) breezed to their third
consecutive District crowns, while team-
mates Ramon Santiago (135), Mike Deluco
(152), and Michael Knight (160) also brought
home the gold.  The Bombers, as a team
finished second place behind champion Old
Bridge, in the competition which featured
11 schools.  Way to go, Bombers!

Happy
St. Patrick’s
Day

Reick Retires From
Council

Councilman James Reick (D-3rd Ward)
announced today that he will be stepping
down as the City Council’s representative of
the Third Ward effective February 14th.
Reick, who along with his wife Pat, both
recently retired and plan to spend more time
with their children and grandchildren. A
councilman for 16 years, Reick had been the
Council’s President for 11 of those years.  A
strong advocate for the Third Ward, and
indeed, all the citizens of South Amboy,
Reick’s tenure on the Council has seen tre-
mendous progress and revitalization of the
Gateway to the Shore.  “I am so proud of
what we, as a team dedicated to the better-
ment of South Amboy, have been able to
accomplish over the last 16 years and I and
both humbled and appreciative to have been
a part of it.  We have changed the landscape
of South Amboy and made it a better place
to live for the current and future citizens of
our great City,” said Reick.

First elected in a special election in
May1991, Councilman Reick has been a
strong ally of Mayor John T. O’Leary and
the administration’s vision for the City.
Mayor O’Leary praised Reick’s years on the
Council and noted that Reick is a dedicated
and thoughtful legislator who always had
the interests of the people of South Amboy
in mind.  O’Leary noted that Reick was
never a “rubber stamp” for his proposals.
“Over the last 16 years Jim and I have fought

continued on page 8
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Cub Scout Pack 391 Webelos Den 2, went on their annual Klondike Derby on Sat., January
27, 2007..The Klondike race is a 3 mile race where the boys have to push/pull a wooden sled
through the woods, stopping at 7 different stations, to show their scouting skills, such as, flag/
pole raising, first aid, fire building, knot tieing, compass reading, etc...The boys ranked 6th
place out of 17...Pictured here are, Frank Hareslak, Jack O’Connor, Tom Richter (leader),
Richie Feihl, Josh Trapp, Jesse Richter, Danny Mace, Anthony LaVigne, & Chris
Schwiekert....Great Job Guys!!!!

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Youngest President?
William K. Parsons was recently elected

President of the South Amboy First Aid
Squad.  At 25 years old, he is believed to be
the youngest person in the Squad’s history
to hold down this important position.  Con-
gratulations, Bill!
Hill Stars Off Broadway

Dule Hill, a 1993 Sayreville War Me-
morial HS graduate recently starred in the
off-Broadway show, “Dutchman.”  Hill is
an extremely talented young actor who has
also starred on TV in “The West Wing,”
from 1999-2006, and currently on USA
Network’s “Psych.”
Bialoblocki Retires

Mary Ellen Bialoblocki of South Amboy
recently retired after 21 years of working for
the South Amboy Housing Authority.  Con-
gratulations Mary Ellen, on a job well done,
and enjoy your retirement!
In Memoriam

Bruce Pillar, 60, of Morgan died on Jan.
12.  He owned Pillar’s Auto Repair in South
Amboy for many years prior to his retire-
ment in ’03.  He was South Amboy’s “To-
mato King” in the early ‘90’s, and also grew
gigantic pumpkins.  Nancy Heitzenroeder,
53, of Sayreville died on Jan. 15.  She was a
Special Ed teacher for the Sayreville Board
of Education for 31 years, and also a mem-
ber of the Sayreville Association for BIC.
Constance Clayton, 75, formerly of South
Amboy died on Jan. 15.  She was a Nursing
Assistant at South Amboy Memorial Hospi-
tal for 14 years until retiring in ’99.  Diane
Semoneit, 67, of Morgan died on Jan. 16.
She was an Ironworker with Local 46 in
NYC, and served as Vice President, Shop
Steward, and Foreman.  Angelina “Angie”
Giunta, 82, of South Amboy died on Jan. 17.
She worked for over 40 years in Finkelstein’s
old factory in South Amboy.  John “Jack”
Fanning, 85, of Sayreville died on Jan. 17.
He was a church usher for many years at
OLV Church. Dorothy Massie, 75, of Parlin
died on Jan. 19.  She owned Masemco
Cleaning Service in Sayreville for 15 years.
Sophie Golaszewski, 90, of Sayreville died

Pleasant Little Trivia
1.In 1983, this well known Sayreville

company was located on Minnisink Ave.?
a.Hercules, Inc. b.E.I. DuPont c.Manzo’s

2.In ’93, this business was not located
on South Broadway in South Amboy?
a.Fatso Fogerty’s b.Major Appliance Net-
work c.Harry’s Market

3.In 1976, St. Mary’s Church celebrated
what anniversary?  a.75th b.100th c.200th

4.Located on Old Spye Rd., Morgan in
1973?  a.Fred’s Bait Shop b.Ye Olde Spye
Inn c.Dogs & Donuts

5.St. Mary’s HS Christmas Ball’s theme
was?  a.Christmas Long Ago b.Enchanted
Evening c.Snowflakes & Tinsel

6.President of the South Amboy Me-
morial Hospital in ’70?  a.Arthur Gonshackle
b.Daniel Zack c.Elena Martinez

7.Located on Raritan St. in Sayreville
in ’83?  a.Raritan Bay Area YMCA
b.Sayreville Racquet Club c.Shady Hollow
Swim Club

8.St. Mary’s pastor in ’76?  a.Rev. James
McConnell b.Rev. William Leonard c.Msgr.
John Gerety

9.President of O.L.V. Columbiettes in
1980?  a.Shirley Muller b.Marge Marchut
c.Susan Raymond

10.Editor-In-Chief of the Sayreville HS
newspaper in ’63?  a.Marty Szarvas b.Ruth
Morriss c.Wayne Turback

on Jan. 27.  She was past President of 3rd
District Democrat Club, and had worked for
40 years until her retirement in ’80, as a
seamstress at Charles Komar & Son in South
Amboy.  Olga “Ollie” Horvath, 80, of Mor-
gan died on Jan. 27.  She was a Democratic
Committeewoman for 20 years, and also a
founding member of the Morgan Athletic
Association.  Alberta Rowley, 80, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 5.  She was a kind-
hearted and good-natured person who
worked at Krauszer’s in South Amboy for
15 years prior to retiring in 1999.  Their
memories and good works will live on for-
ever.

Answers
1a 2c 3b 4b 5b 6b 7b 8a 9b 10b



South Amboy-Sayreville Times February 24, 2007   3

    Business of the Month  
Lagoda’s Saloon

Lagoda’s Saloon, located at 109 South
Broadway, South Amboy is one of the
most popular establishments in the area.
Proprietors Anne Kukulski, pictured
pouring a cold brew, and her husband
Ray have owned the business for 11
years.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Lagoda’s Saloon Located at 109
South Broadway, South Amboy,
Lagoda’s Saloon is one of the area’s most
popular establishments.  The origins of
this business can be traced back to the end

of World War II, when it was started by
the late Joe Jerome, and called Jerome’s
Tavern.

Lagoda’s Saloon will celebrate its
22nd Anniversary this Halloween.  It
was established by the late Jas Lagoda,
and has been under the ownership of
Raymond and Anne Kukulski for the
past 11 years.  They both have extensive
backgrounds in this business.  Raymond
was the manager and bartender at the
old Colonel’s Garter from 1979-80, and
City Lights from 1981-85, as well as
Lagoda’s Saloon.  Anne was a bartender
at Colonel’s Garter and also City Lights.

Lagoda’s is the proud sponsor of a
men’s bowling team that competes in
area leagues.  Sports fans can relax in
cozy surroundings at Lagoda’s, and
watch their favorite teams in baseball,
basketball, football and hockey in ac-
tion on Direct TV with the big TV’s.
Music lovers have over 5,000 great songs
to choose from on Lagoda’s Touchtone
Digital CD player.

This friendly neighborhood saloon
is a place for good, hometown conver-
sation and company, as well as great
service, and a clean environment.  The
motto at Lagoda’s Saloon is “Good food,
good people, and good times.”  If you’re
in the neighborhood, stop in at Lagoda’s
Saloon, 109 South Broadway, South
Amboy, or call Ray or Anne at 732-727-
4134.

New Park And Ride
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski,

along with Sayreville Borough Council
Members, and members of the Sayreville
Commuter Advisory Board broke ground
today on the new Commuter Park and Ride
to be constructed on Main Street.

 “For the many Sayreville residents who
commute into New York City every day,
this park and ride will make their commute
and their lives a little bit easier,” said
Wisniewski (D-Sayreville).  “Our residents
will greatly benefit from the decreased con-
gestion and increased quality of life that this
will bring.”

The new facility, to be located behind
the Dunkin’ Donuts on the corner of Main
Street and Raritan Street near the Garden
State Parkway Ramp, will include approxi-
mately 300 spaces.  Of these spaces, ap-
proximately 180 will be reserved for
Sayreville residents and the remaining 120
spaces will be given out on a first come, first
serve basis.  It is being constructed by Bor-
ough of Sayreville in partnership with the
New Jersey Department of Transportation
and the New Jersey Turnpike Authority,
who are providing $300,000 and $500,000

in funding for the project, respectively.
“This Park and Ride will be a critical

asset to the region and I would like to thank
Chairman Wisniewski for his dedication in
making this project a reality” said Council-
man Dan Buchanan.  “We have been look-
ing for ways to move commuter vehicles out
of residential areas and this new facility will
help us do just that.”

Council President Thomas Pollando
agreed, “There are many residents who travel
to New York City and Northern New Jersey
each day for work. This is a good thing for
the Borough and a good thing for the resi-
dents of our town.”

The park and ride aims to reduce traffic
on congested streets and bridges in the area.
New Jersey is the most densely populated
state in the country, with overcrowded roads
affecting the state’s environment, quality of
life, and economy.  Traffic and congestion
cost New Jersey over $7 billion per year in
lost time, operating costs, and wasted fuel.

Construction on the site is to begin
immediately and the Park and Ride is pro-
jected to open some time in May of this year.

The groundbreaking for Sayreville’s new Park and Ride, located at the corner of Main &
Raritan Streets was recently held.  Dignitaries on hand were (l-r) Councilman Dennis
Grobelny, Councilman Dan Buchanan, Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, Councilman
Tom Pollando, and Councilwoman Kathy Makowski.
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1972
By Tom Burkard

As H.G. Hoffman High School’s Class
of ’72 returned for its final year in Septem-
ber 1971, Paul McCartney’s “Uncle Albert”
and Donny Osmond’s “Go Away Little Girl”
were played all over the nations’ airways, as
the top hits in the US.

Adam Martin was principal, and some
of his fine staff included: John Kovaleski,
John Moran, Miriam Wolin, Joann Babish,
Sally Ahlsten, John Zdanewicz, Woodrow
“Woody” McCarthy.

Many assemblies were held that school
year including the Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, in addition to other social activities
including the Junior Dance “Pumpkin
Patch,” and the Senior Dance-”Snowball
Dance.”  The seniors nipped the faculty, 50-
47 in the annual basketball game.  St. Mary’s
edged the Guvs boys, 15-12 in the Colum-
bus Day Football Classic, and in the first
girls Columbus Day football game in his-
tory, St. Mary’s stopped Hoffman, 6-0.

Mary O’Leary was President of the
Student Council, Robert Levins-V.P., Patty
Flynn-Sec., Sheila Polanski-Treas.  Susan
Newton was Editor-In-Chief of the year-
book, and also president of the National
Honor Society, and Captain of the Cheer-
leaders.  The yearbook was dedicated to
Rich Klein.  Theresa Jankowski and JoAnn
Neves were Co-Editors of the school news-
paper.  Eileen Zakrzewski was President of
the Pep Club.

Some of the fabulous Class of ’72 whom
I have known in my lifetime were: Laurie
Stratton, Eldrida Bullard, Theodore
Albanese, Patricia Diem, Michael Brown,
Rosemarie Dohn, Robert Brezezinski, Mary
Gallagher, Debra Whitcomb, James Heath,
Robert Hoffman, Carol Komosinski,
Michelle Kosovich, Thomas Komick, Phyllis
Letteriello, Esther Machat, Vanessa Mancini,
Lois Maxfield, Irene Mikulas, Patrick
McCarthy, Gerald Magee (City of SA em-
ployee), Theresa Nowak, John Maslowski,

Margaret O’Leary, Juliette Suau, Marlene
Switzer (Cousin), Jacqueline Tabaszewski,
James Scott, Linda Tarallo, Harold Warner,
Elaine and Ethel Wall, Joseph Yuhas, Arthur
Veilleux.

Some great nicknames for seniors were:
Whip, Duke, Rabbit, Chiefy, Golden Boy,
Ozzie, Buck, Woody, Maxwell, Strathead,
Zippo, Chooch, Hector, Mud Turtle, Ett,
Peggy, Zeph, Zappy, Kue.

On the national scene in ’72, Richard
Nixon won a landslide victory over George
McGovern for President; “The Godfather”
raked in the most money in movie history;
UCLA won its 6th straight NCAA basket-
ball title.

One of the greatest groups of senior
athletes ever to don Governors’ Purple &
Gold uniforms included two and three sport
stars: Gary Lange, the 3rd Guv in history to
score 1,000 points, and perhaps the greatest
all-around athlete in Hoffman/South Amboy
HS history, Ron Croddick, All-State, All-
Groups 2nd baseman, Bob Levins, Doug
Buckalew, Jim Keegan and Kevin Nemeth
excelled for Coaches Ray “Butch”
Tomaszewski in hoops, and John “Mr. Z.”
Zdanewicz in baseball.  Other fine senior
athletes were Mark Abbatiello (City of SA
employee), Ray Kukulski (Successful SA
businessman), John Wurth, Bob Kogut, Ray
Nebus, Dennis McCarthy (City of SA em-
ployee), Ludwig Mann, Larry Parsons
(Former SA Fire Chief), Ken Kubinak, Joe
Connors (SA Councilman), Nancy Hoffman,
Gail Gawenus, Eileen Zakrzewski, Patti
Jorgensen (Co-Captain of the cheerleaders),
Margaret Mundy, Susan Newton, Paul Zulin,
Patricia Shaluha, Elizabeth Peters.

“The Candy Man” by Sammy Davis Jr.
ruled the pop music charts on Graduation
Day 1972.  The H.G. Hoffman High School
Class of ’72 was truly an amazing group,
athletically talented and most-interesting,
who have certainly made the world a much
better place.

Box
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2005

Create a space for me box
Make a place for me to hide
Within your walls let me confide
Flip the latch and click the locks
Darkness set aside for me
I’ll hear no words, you’ll bear no sounds
Pick me a corner to crouch down
This is where I want to be
“Get up you fool you have a pox
Don’t you
make a home
in here
Go face the
world and
live out there
Set not to me
I’m just a
box.”
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China-That’s South Amboy’s Bill Schwarick (striped tie) walking behind Henry Kissinger
(front center) in China in 1975.  Also in the photo is a young Barbara Bush (front left) and
her husband former President George H.W. Bush (almost directly behind Schwarick).
Schwarick was a Secret Service at the time and served in that position for 29 years, guarding
7 presidents, their families and countless dignitaries.  (Photo courtesy of Bill Schwarick)

93rd Anniversary Celebration
Don’t miss the library’s 93rd anniver-

sary celebration on Monday, March 19th
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Dunkin Donuts will
sponsor dessert; and free computer classes
demonstrating Google’s special features will
be available on a first come, first served
basis.

Additionally, free children’s programs
will be sponsored in celebration of the
library’s   anniversary: “Baby and Me” on
Tuesday mornings, “Nursery-Toddler
Rhyme Time” on Wednesday mornings and
“Storytime and Craft” on Wednesday after-
noons.   Children must sign up prior to
attending.

The library:  On October 18, 1997, the
Honorable Mayor John T. O’Leary, the City
Council, and the Library Board dedicated
the library’s present location on Harold G.
Hoffman Plaza; the library recognizes the
countless Trustees who have served on the
Board and the Friends of the library for their
support through the years.  The Dowdell
Library has become a destination for the
community; a place where the community
can enjoy educational children’s programs
as well as opportunities to utilize the new

technologies.   It has become a wireless hub
and provides free Internet access with a
gateway to information 24/7.   In 2006, the
library replaced all the computers with a
grant from the State of New Jersey.

Today, the library offers free educa-
tional programs, best-seller books, Dvds,
music CDs, computer programs, books on
cassette and CD, the latest magazines and
newspapers,  a sizable large print collection,
information services available 24 hours a
day / 7 days a week, South Amboy historical
archives and maps; and media has become a
“hot” item.  The library collection now to-
tals 65,668.

The Dowdell Library is adjacent to the
South Amboy High School.   For more
information, contact the library at 732-721-
6060 or comments@dowdell.org.

Wisniewski, Vas Measure Advances

Charity Ball
The Sayreville Association of Brain-

Injured Children will hold its 20th Annual
Charity Ball on March 4 at the Grand Mar-
quis, Rt. 9, Old Bridge.  Tickets are $85
each, and reservations for this very worthy
cause can be made by calling 732-254-
8530.

Legislation Assemblymen John S.
Wisniewski and Joseph Vas sponsored that
would require police accident reports to in-
clude whether or not drivers involved in
motor vehicle accidents were preoccupied by
in-car distractions at the time of the accident
was unanimously released by the Assembly
Law and Public Safety Committee today.

“A quick glance at directions, a cell
phone number, a text message, or even the
radio dial can mean the difference between a
safe trip and a car accident.  With distracted
driving becoming the rule rather than the
exception, details concerning driver distrac-
tions should be required information on all
accident reports,” stated Wisniewski.

The Wisniewski/Vas legislation (A-
2265) would require the NJ Motor Vehicle
Commission (MVC) to modify the traffic
accident report form it supplies to police
departments to include a space for officers to
indicate whether a driver was distracted at the

time of an accident and what type of distrac-
tion was involved.  The measure also would
require the Commissioner of Transportation
to annually compile information on driver
distractions in motor vehicle accidents and
make the report available to the public.  Un-
der the bill, pagers, GPS mapping devices,
car stereos (terrestrial and satellite)), CD play-
ers, MP3 players, video players, CB and
dispatch radios, fatigue, personal grooming,
food and beverage consumption, reading,
and unsecured pets all would be considered
driver distractions.  “Drivers doing every-
thing under the sun except watching the road
are a menace to motorists everywhere.  Al-
lowing law enforcement officials the ability
to take distractions into account when writing
and adjudicating tickets will ultimately make
NJ motorists think twice the next time they
reach for that eyeliner, bagel or phone,” said
Vas.

Las Vegas Trip
St. Stan’s Rosary Society is sponsoring

a trip to Las Vegas from Oct. 14-18.  The cost
of $599 per person (plus taxes and fees)
includes round trip airfare on Continental
from Newark; 4 nights’ accommodations at
Imperial Palace Hotel & Casino; Round trip
hotel transfers.  (All rates based on double
occupancy)

Hurry!  Make your reservation NOW!
For more info, call Connie at 732-651-6391.

Blood Drive-Feb. 25
Sacred Heart Council of Catholic

Women in conjunction with the NJ Blood
Services will sponsor a “Blood Drive” on
Sunday, Feb. 25 from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in
the Sacred Heart School Cafeteria, located
on Cedar St. and Washington Ave., South
Amboy.  Platelet machines will be available
for those wishing to donate.  An appoint-
ment may be made by calling 732-721-
7764.

South Amboy High School boys’ basketball
coach, George Krzyzanowski (l) and Norine
Croddick Switzer (r) were in attendance for
the South Amboy game at South Amboy
High/James Croddick Memorial Gym, to
show their support for Katey Charmello, as
she scored her 1,000th point.  The gym was
dedicated to Norine’s dad, Jim, who was an
outstanding athlete at Hoffman High School,
and later the Coach of the legendary ’63
state basketball champions, as well as school
principal.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Young Adults @
Dowdell

March 8, Thursday: 6:30 - 7:30 pm:
Free Computer Tech Workshop, LEARN
HOW TO USE IM ACCESSING DATA-
BASES. March 15, Thursday: 6:30 pm:
South Amboy High School Students “You
Are Invited” Come for Pizza & celebrate our
93rd birthday

Sign up today!! Seating is limited to 20
students.

The library is adjacent to the South
Amboy Middle/High School.  For more
information, contact the library at
732.721.6060 or children@dowdell.org

OLV Seniors March
Bus Trip

The OLV Seniors Group is sponsoring a
bus trip to Bally’s Palace Theater to see iL
CiRCo. This is captivating cirque act that
features some of the world’s most talented
acrobats, dancers, and comedic audience in-
teraction. The cost of the trip is $40.00. This
includes the price of the bus, $15.00 in cash,
and a $25.00 ticket. Tickets must be pur-
chased by March 10, 2007. There will be no
refund for this particular trip. The bus leaves
from Our Lady of Victories lower parking lot
at 11AM and will return at 9PM. For further
information or to reserve tickets call Jack at
(732) 254 – 7263.

Signs Of The Time
By Elaine Scott

“How I Feed My Family Of 4, Plus Our
Cat, On $20 A Week,” was the title of one
woman’s story printed in a Ladies Magazine
in the early ‘70s.  As the average weekly
grocery bill then was $30 to $35, that was
quite a feat.  Posed for the photographer, the
woman had proudly stood with her family,
including her cat, with her week’s worth of
groceries displayed in front for the camera.
Their worth wasn’t much:  a whole chicken
to be made into a couple of meals before the
bones were turned into meatless chicken
soup; a jar each of peanut butter and jelly for
7 days of lunches for everyone, measured by
the teaspoon on discounted white bread,
also shown; a small bag of rice; a tiny
package of chopped meat; a dozen eggs; one
can of tuna to make “supper sandwiches” for
four; some ingredients to bake “whities,”
her chocolate-free version of brownies; and
2 cans of cat food to be stretched over seven
days for her unfortunate pet, and a few other
basics.

I find it odd how I can still vividly recall
this innocuous article more than 30 years
after reading it when, sometimes, I can’t
remember my own phone number.  Yet, I do.
Through the years, I’ve always hoped that
when, her husband left her, and I have no
doubt that he did, he had taken their poor cat
with him.  In a way, though, this frugal,
penny-pinching woman was just a sign of
the time.

When the wild ‘60s passed into history,
the attitude of the ‘70s seemed to swing in
the other direction.  Helped along by Euell
Gibbons promoting a natural food diet on
TV, as well as the popularity of the home-
spun TV show, The Waltons, and, later,
Little House On The Prairie, a “back to
basics” trend began.  Gone were the mini-
skirts, pretty sandals, and heavy eye make-
up as they were replaced by blue jeans,
dowdy granny dresses, long skirts, and
clunky square-toed shoes.  Just like “war
gardens” of the ‘40s had become the rage,
“peace gardens” in the ‘70s did, too, as
seemingly everyone wanted to grow their
own vegetables.  There was also a renewed
interest in baking from scratch and do-it-
yourself projects, usually, sparked by ne-
cessity for the young.  The “needing some
bread” expression of the ‘60s became
“kneading bread,” while smoking pot turned
into smoking meat on outdoor patio grills.
All of these were just signs of the time.

In 1973, the gasoline shortage arrived
without warning.  Suddenly, people were
designated as either “odd or even,” depend-
ing on the last digit of their license plates.
“Odd people” were allowed to wait on long
and winding lines at gas stations to fill their
tanks on odd days of the week, often to find

a sign, stating “out of gas,” when they fi-
nally got to the front of the line.  On even
days of the week, “even people” got their
turn.  Up and down highways, and anywhere
there was a gas station, lines of cars could be
seen.  So, too, men walking along the roads
carrying gasoline cans.  When the shortage
ended, carpooling was “in,” while gas guz-
zlers were “out.”  Emphasis on conservation
and saving our environment became more
signs of the time.

During this decade, magazines had been
filled with cost saving ideas and how-to tips.
A young business woman, seeing an oppor-
tunity to make lots of money, proclaimed
herself to be an expert on gardening.  Using
her connections, she got herself into maga-
zines demonstrating how to make mulch
and prune trees.  If you don’t remember, her
name was Martha Stewart.  There were also
many stories written about young couples
who had, supposedly, dropped out of the
“mainstream” to go and live off the land
somewhere, without electricity and running
water.   Being somewhat cynical, I always
had the suspicion they were growing more
than vegetables in those out of the way
places.  All, though, were just signs of the
time.

The death of Euell Gibbons from a
heart attack in 1975, caused by clogged
arteries, which didn’t come from eating
hickory nuts, marked the beginning of the
end of the “back to basics” years.  The real
end came in 1977 when President Carter had
his televised Fireside Chat.  As he urged
everyone to conserve the dwindling fossil
fuel supply by drastically reducing usage of
natural gas and electricity, the nation had
watched with glazed eyes and skeptical
minds.  These were the final signs of the
time.

When the decade of the’70s closed, we
were all glad it did.  Everyone was ready to
forget the memories of Watergate, Nixon’s
disgrace, the losses of the Vietnam “Con-
flict,” the gasoline shortage, the coffee bean
shortage, the meat shortage, the fossil fuel
shortage, the 444 days hostages were held in
Iran, the failed rescue attempt, cheap Lei-
sure Suits, and even the Disco Duck.  TV
shows like Dallas in ’78 and Dynasty in ’81
showed what it was like to have it all and all
of us wanted as much as we could get, too.
Even Martha put aside her mulch-making to
teach us the right way of entertaining.  “In”
were glamour, spending, classy clothes, jew-
elry, and lots of make-up.  In the ‘80s, we
were back to being self-indulgent Ameri-
cans and we were happy once again.  I still
think of that poor cat, though.

(Elaine (Holton) Scott may be con-
tacted at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

50th Anniversary

William J. McKeon and Elizabeth J. Unfried
McKeon of Evansville, Indiana, formerly of
South Amboy celebrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary on Feb. 17, 2007.  They were
married on Feb. 9, 1957 at Holy Rosary R.C.
Church in Evansville, IN.
William J. “Biff,” retired in 1988 after 20 years
in teaching and also retired as a Major League
Baseball Scout.  Elizabeth retired as a
secretary fro Hess Brothers in NJ and US
Industries in IN.
A dinner will be given at the Sayreville Bar by
their children: Cindy & Jason Sapp, MaryAnn
Roland, Michael & Dianna McKeon, Tim
McKeon, David & Dawn McKeon, Debbie &
Ron Muller, Jeff & Liz McKeon.

50th Anniversary

Geri and Joe LaVigne of South Amboy recently celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
Taking part in the celebration were their four sons, Joe, Darren, Doug and Corey, their wives,
8 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Recapturing My Great-Grandfather’s
Talent

By:  Douglas Rand

Among those who settled in South
Amboy at the turn of the 20th century, was
a legendary man—a man of dignity, perse-
verance, generosity, and most of all, talent!
This man was my great-grandfather, Marion
J. Gomolka Sr.  The name may not ring a bell
to most people in our community, but to
those who knew him, or knew of him, it is
surely a name to be remembered.

Marion was the epitome of a self-made
man.  He aspired to be an artist—not one
who only painted for fun, but one who could
also make a living commercially.  Marion
worked as a private commercial artist for
most of his life in New York City. What a
man he must have been
to commute to New
York City every day,
while still being the
important father, hus-
band, and role model
that he was.  Marion J.
Gomolka passed on at
age seventy in August
of 1959—and with the
death of this great man,
was the death of a re-
markable, versatile art-
ist.  His works of art included oil and water-
color paintings, etchings, sketches, and pen
and ink drawings.

Throughout his life as an artist, he cre-
ated and gave away more of his art than I
ever would have imagined.  He was so close
with the many families of South Amboy
during his lifetime, that his work is now
bound to be scattered.

My name is Douglas Rand, the grand-
son of Albert J Gomolka, Marion’s second
son.  Albert was the original owner of the
former Gomolka’s Auto Body in Morgan.
When I was thirteen years old, I made a vow
that I would do everything in my power to
preserve my family history.  I have spent the

years since then juggling between work and
school in order to find the time to make my
precious family memories live on.  After
recently visiting with my grandmother, Anne
Gomolka, I have begun to take photos of
Marion’s art work.  It may seem like a pipe
dream to acquire photos of all of his works,
but I will try my best to acquire as many as
I can, to ultimately compile them into a book
preserving his work before they all disap-
pear.

If you’ve ever wondered who painted
that picture hanging up in your den or living
room, this may be your chance to find out!
Look for the initials, “M.J.G.,” or a signa-

ture saying
“Gomolka.”  Unfor-
tunately, he did not
sign all of his work—
in that case, one can
only guess based on
his known styles if it
is in fact his art.  For
all we know, it could
be a lost painting!  I
urge anyone who is
reading this to look
around their house or

in their attics to see if they have one of these
hidden treasures.  If you do find one, please
give me a call so that I can get one step closer
to completing my quest!  My phone number
is 848-203-6888.  If you have any ideas as to
who might have any of his art work, or if you
have any interesting stories about this great
man, I encourage your calls!

Sayreville Clay Pits

battles along side one another as well as with
one another, but at the end of the day, we
were still good friends and we always worked
toward making life in South Amboy better.”
O’Leary noted.  “Jim always stood his ground
and fought for what he believed was right –
sometimes that’s all you can ask for,” said
O’Leary.

South Amboy Democratic Organiza-
tion (SADO) Chairman Jack O’Connell also
praised Councilman Reick.  “Jim Reick has
been an outstanding Councilman and, as
Council President, a tremendous leader of
our City’s legislative body,” O’Connell
stated.  “There is no doubt that this City’s
has undertaken a smart aggressive redevel-

opment program and Jim has been able to be
the shepherd of that program on the Coun-
cil,” O’Connell said.

Under state statute, Reick’s position on
the Council will be filled by a vote of the
remaining Council members.  The Council
will choose a new council member from
three names of eligible candidates submit-
ted by the SADO.  Chairman O’Connell
stated that the Organization will be accept-
ing letters of interest along with resumes
from eligible candidates.  To be eligible, a
candidate must be a registered Democrat
and live in the Third Ward.  All letters of
interests and resumes must be submitted to
the Organization by February 28, 2007 at
PO Box 3112, South Amboy, NJ  08879

Reick Retires
continued from page 1

Ruth Connors Dies
By Tom Burkard

Gladys Ruth Connors, 83 of South
Amboy died on February 19.  She was a
feature writer for The South Amboy-
Sayreville Times newspaper for several years
during the 1990’s.  Ruth was very involved
in her church, and her columns were about
activities and events of the First Baptist
Church of South Amboy.  She wrote “First
Baptist Church News,” and also “Summer
Bible School Program” to keep locals in-
formed of the religious happenings in South
Amboy and Sayreville.

Mrs. Connors was known by everyone
as Ruth.  She was a bright and articulate

woman who had kind words for all, and
certainly loved God, her family and of course,
the U.S.A.  She was an asset to my newspa-
per, and a pleasure to work with.

I will never forget the kindness she
showed, when she went out of her way to get
the pastor of the First Baptist Church to visit
and pray with my mom who was terminally
ill. Even though she knew our family was
Roman Catholic, Ruth really cared about
people, and wanted to be sure that my mother
had the Lord in her life.  May God bless Ruth
Connors always!
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WWW.?

Hope you’ve been watching the local landmarks in South Amboy and Sayreville.  If so, this
picture should be a breeze for you to identify.  Send your guesses to: satimes@aol.com.

WWW.? Winners
The answer to last month’s contest was

not that simple, and only 6 readers correctly
identified the photo.  The photo was the
current location of the Starland Ballroom on
Jernee Mill Road in Sayreville.  It was
previously known as Hunka Bunka and
Jernee Mill Inn.  The winners were: Yvonne
Coyle Kronowski, Bill Parsons, Marian
Mills, JoAnn Lee, Tom Kross and Joy
Klimek.  Congratulations!

LETTERS
Dear Mr. Burkard,
Wish to take this opportunity to thank

you for giving our family a cherished
memory.  The Jan. edition of The SA Times
carried a group picture of the 1944 St.
Mary’s Eagles basketball team.

My deceased husband Edward “Ed”
Gleason was a proud member of that 1944
St. Mary’s Eagles basketball team.  Thanks
to you, our family now possesses a picture
of Edward shown as part of his beloved St.
Mary’s Eagles (which we did not possess).
We are most grateful to you.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Edward J. Gleason (Wife)
Mr. Terence A. Gleason (Son)
South Amboy

Tom,
I really enjoyed the story about the

O’Brien brothers Jack “Shots,” Eddie and
Jimmy “Troubles,” and what they are doing
for the people of Seattle, WA.

Thank You,
Bill “Biff” McKeon
Formerly of South Amboy/Sayreville
Indiana

Tom,
Look forward to The SA Times each

month.  Keep up the good work.
Joe & Marcella Madeline
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Bob Benson will officially retire on March 2nd after 24 years of employment at St. Mary
Elementary School.  He has served as a maintenance repairman, maintenance supervisor,
and his current position of custodial maintenance man.  Bob pointed out a few of his favorite
teachers through the years including Mrs. Sneed, “Who designed my favorite memento, a
wanted poster, Sister Cosmas, who was a charm, and it was such a tragedy how she died,
and Sister Boniface, who prayed for me and it always helped.”
Benson said he will do chores around the house for the first 6-8 months of his retirement, and
also walk his 3-year old dog down at Waterfront Park.  He said that, “The biggest effect on
me was the people and how wonderful everyone was.  I couldn’t get over how nice they were
at St. Mary’s, and I will miss everyone.”
A retirement dinner is being planned in his honor at the Ye Cottage Inn in March.
Congratulations, and enjoy your retirement, Bob!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Financial Aid Workshop for Parents
On Thursday, January 18th, South

Amboy High School hosted a Financial Aid
workshop for parents.  The focus of the
evening was an explanation of the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA).  The workshop was presented by
Ms. Kristen Isaksen, a financial aid repre-
sentative from Monmouth University.  Ms.
Isaksen reviewed the FFSA and the steps
required for applying for financial aid.  She
also answered questions and provided fami-
lies with useful handouts and a folder to
keep everything organized.

Michelle DeLongis, guidance counse-
lor for the seniors, also answered questions
about scholarships and gave parents web
site information and the booklet Guide to
Federal Student Aid published by the De-
partment of Education.  Parents were also
informed about College Goal Sunday – a
free one day event held throughout New
Jersey on January 29th.  Tthis event is spon-

sored by the Higher Education Student As-
sistance Authority (HESSA), families can
get individualized help with completing the
FAFSA from one of the volunteers.  The
closest locations for South Amboy families
are Rutgers University in New Brunswick
and Long Branch High School in Long
Branch.  Families can get more information
by visiting www.njcollegegoalssunday.org.

Two Eagle legends meet!!  Vince Rosario
(l) and George Krzyzanowski (r) pose for a
photo in front of the Eagles trophy case after
the Eagles victory over Edison in the first
round of the GMC Tournament.  During the
game Vince broke yet another record for
most three point field goals in a career in
Middlesex County.  Earlier in the month
Vince set the boys all time scoring record
previously held by George, a record that
stood for 36 years. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Hi Tom,
Your WWW.? contest picture is Hunka

Bunka or Starland Ballroom.  Love your
warm and cozy Town paper.

Jo Ann Lee
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On January 8th, flutists in South Amboy Elementary School were the happy participants in
a flute workshop presented by Miss Lorraine Jansen, a music education major at William
Paterson University.  The children were treated to a fine performance as well as instruction
in both range and finger techniques.

South Amboy Main Street
“A Way To Grow Your Town”

By Jorge L. Gonzalez-Gomez

South Amboy Main Street (SAMS) is
currently looking for volunteers interested
in enhancing the business environment of
the town.  Volunteers need not be business
owners, but must have a sincere desire to get
involved and donate their talents to work for
the future of our town.  Over the last 2 years,
SAMS together with the South Amboy Busi-
ness Association, has paved the way to a
better business district for merchants and
residents.  We are currently looking to map
activities that will bring special events to
Broadway Plaza which will increase pedes-
trian traffic to our Great City, as it becomes
a “Destination.”

The business district is currently await-
ing the arrival of 6 new businesses that will
add to our mix.  Many newspapers describe
how South Amboy is becoming a destina-
tion and SAMS is the perfect opportunity for
all to be involved and take pride in our city.

SAMS currently has a large, affordably
priced inventory of sweaters and hats for
sale that help promote the town and keep us
warm during these frigid winter months.

For more information, please call our
office at 732-721-0958 or stop by and see
Jorge at the Medical Supply Store, Debbie at
Amboy National Bank or Elaine at the
Dowdell Library.

OLV Fish Fry
Our Lady of Victories Columbiettes

2007 Fish Fry will be held at the Knights of
Columbus Victorian Room on Washington
Rd., Parlin on Ash Wed. Feb. 21; Fri., March
2, 9, 16, 23, 30, and Good Friday, April 6.
Doors open from 4:30-7 p.m.  The Fish Fry
includes fried and broiled fish dinners, salad
bar & desserts.  Take outs are available.
(Phone orders not taken).
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Robert Dean Bove of Parlin stands proudly by his comic strip display at Old Bridge Public
Library.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Local Artist Exhibits
By Steve Schmid

Star Wars and Star Trek fans who enjoy
exciting science fiction have been enjoying
Robert Dean Bove’s comic strip adventures
at the Old Bridge Public Library.  It’s his
fifth show at the library and it has been
running since Jan. 20.  The exhibit closes the
end of February.

Bove has been living in Parlin since
1991, and recently turned 50.  He said he’s
been drawing since he was 6 years old.  “I
draw when the spirit moves me,” he said.
Bove noted his 10th grade science teacher at
Lafayette HS in Brooklyn asked him to do a
drawing of the Skylab space station, which
he was glad to do because of his interest in
outer space and his art ability.  He was a
proud art student at the school.  Bove’s
comic strips include 8 or 9 villains who
cause mayhem in his exciting adventures
and it’s up to the heroes known as the
Magnificent 7 to defeat them and save the
day.  “The Magnificent 7 movie inspired me
to do a Magnificent 7 comic strip,” he stated.

He is plugging the Magnificent 7 to

newspapers, Marvel Comics, DC Comics
and others in hopes of getting published.
According to Bove, he has been told he has
potential, so he plans to keep plugging.
Bove is hooked into the internet and is
considering hiring a literary agent.  He is
very active in the Parlin community and
does artwork for the St. Bernadette’s Church
pancake breakfasts and for Lois Ann Smith
of the St. Bernadette’s Vacation Bible
School.  Bove serves as a Recorder for the
Knights of Columbus Council 8478 at St.
Bernadette’s.  He is also a 4th Degree mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus Msgr. John
F. Brady Assembly in South Amboy, where
he serves as Faithful Scribe.

Commuter Van Safety
Legislation Would Mitigate Safety

Threat Posed by Van Services for Day-
Laborers

Governor Jon S. Corzine recently signed
into law two more pieces of a sweeping
legislative package that aims to increase the
safety and security of commuter van ser-
vices used by many day-labor employers.

The package of bills was crafted fol-
lowing news reports in 2004 that uncovered
startling and serious concerns regarding the
safety of the van fleets that shuttle low-
income day laborers to and from work.
According to police reports cited in the
articles, nearly 97 percent of the 209 com-
muter vans pulled over for roadside safety
spot checks were either in violation of state
registration and licensing regulations or sim-
ply deemed to be so unsound as to be unsafe
to drive.

“Over 12,000 people are riding to and
from work in commuter vans that are grossly
unsafe,” said Assemblyman John S.
Wisniewski (D-Middlesex), chairman of the
Assembly Transportation and Public Works
Committee.  “For the sake of all motorists
and pedestrians, we have engaged this emerg-
ing trend of unsafe vans on our roadways.”

The new laws focus on increasing the
penalties for operating unsafe or illegally
licensed and unregistered commuter vans,
enhancing public awareness of van safety
issues, and amending current laws to fix
regulatory loopholes.

The first measure corrects a technical
oversight, giving the Motor Vehicle Com-
mission (MVC) regulatory authority over
limousine services and bringing state law in
line with actions already being performed
by the MVC regarding limousine service
regulations.  It was sponsored by Wisniewski,
and Assemblymen Vincent Prieto, Gary
Schaer, and Brian Stack.

A second measure (a committee substi-
tute for A-1321/2980/2981) – sponsored by
Wisniewski, and Assemblywoman Linda
Stender – increases fines for transporting
passengers for hire; creates additional fines
for transporting passengers for hire without
a required certificate of public convenience

and necessity; and dedicates those addi-
tional fines to an “Omnibus Safety Enforce-
ment Fund” to be created in the Department
of the Treasury and to be used exclusively
by the state Motor Vehicle Commission to
administer and enforce the provisions of the
law.

Specifically, the legislation imposes an
additional $150 fine on any driver, operator,
or owner of a commuter van who does not
have a certificate of public convenience and
necessity or who is operating a commuter
van or omnibus with vehicle equipment
violations.  Examples of equipment covered
by this legislation includes headlights, turn
signals, brakes, horns, mufflers, side- and
rear-view mirrors, tires, windows, and
seatbelts.  The bill increases the fines for
transporting passengers for hire without an
omnibus registration to $250 from $25 for a
first offense and to $5000 from $100 for
subsequent offenses and allows any vehicle
in violation to be impounded.  It also in-
creases the fine to $250 from $150 for van
drivers who fail to produce a driver’s li-
cense, insurance identification card, or reg-
istration certificate.

“If owners and operators start paying
through the nose for failing to maintain or
repair their van pools, it may make them
think twice before putting unsafe vehicles
on our roads,” said Stender (D-Union), the
vice-chair of the Assembly Transportation
and Public Works Committee.  “Tougher
penalties for breaking the law and allowing
the use unsafe conditions could mean the
difference between a seven-passenger van
and a seven-person deathtrap.”

“Commuter van operators need to maxi-
mize safety before maximizing profits,” said
Prieto (D-Hudson).  “Safe, reliable trans-
portation in our state is a necessity, not an
afterthought.”

“In the coming months, New Jersey
motorists should see a noticeable difference
in the safety and quality of the commuter
van pools they share the roads with,” said
Wisniewski.  “If they do not, they now have
the weight of these new laws to help ensure
a safer commute for everyone.”

Jaskowiak Excels
Jackie Jaskowiak, daughter of South

Amboy native and ’68 St. Mary’s grad, Joe
“Jasko” Jaskowiak, is well on her way to a
highly successful future as a Pharmacist.
Jackie graduated from UC Irvine (CA) with a
BS degree in Biological Sciences.  She is now
in her third year at the USC School of Phar-
macy, and looks forward to getting her Doc-
torate of Pharmacy.  She ended her second
year with straight A’s in all 5 subjects.  She is
also an interviewer for incoming students at
USC School of Pharmacy, and volunteers at
the USC Health Fairs.  After graduating Phar-
macy School, she hopes to continue on with
a Residency and then specialize in the re-
search of Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s Dis-
ease.  Jackie and her father Joe are residents
of California, and visit good old Jersey as
much as possible.  Congratulations, and keep
up the great work, Jackie!

South Amboy School News
The Seventh Grade Learns About the Six Pillars of Character

During the winter months, our seventh
grade students will be involved in a cross
curricular project focusing on Character.
While character is not one of the subjects
traditionally associated with school, we be-
lieve there is place for it in our school day as
character is a most important component of
a healthy, productive, successful citizen.
Healthy, productive successful citizens are
what we aspire all of our students to become.

During the next few months, our stu-
dents will learn about the six pillars of
character:  Honesty, Respect, Responsibil-
ity, Teamwork, Caring, and Citizenship.
The seventh graders will learn about these
components of Character through individual
and cooperative groups as well as class wide
programs under the careful direction of their
teachers.

For each of the six pillars, there are
themes that the students will focus on, they
are as follows:

Honesty – Be honest, have courage to
do the right thing, be loyal, and stand by
your family, friends and country

Respect – Treat others with respect, be
tolerant and understanding of differences,
use good manners, and be considerate and
peaceful

Responsibility – Always do your best,
persevere, be self-disciplined, and be ac-
countable for your choices

Teamwork – Play by the rules, listen to
others, take turns and share and be ope
minded

Caring – Be kind, be compassionate
and show you care, express gratitude,, and
help people in need

Citizenship – Do you share to make
your school and community better, cooper-
ate, get involved in community affairs, stay
informed, vote, be a good neighbor, respect
authority, and protect the environment

Students will use various methods of
research to obtain information about the
components of character and will be re-
quired to prepare projects in various formats
including reports, letters to the editor, post-
ers, skits, and other creative approaches
students may discover.  Students will have

their work assessed based on their indi-
vidual contributions as well as their team-
work.  Character education will also involve
two other events:  Random Acts of Kindness
Week and Dimes for March of Dimes.

Random Acts of Kindness Week will
consist of a week where discussions will
take place regarding kindness, what it means
and how it affects each of us and the larger
community as well.  Reward for random
acts of kindness will be given and be a part
of the discussions.

The Dimes collection will coincide with
the March of Dimes walk.  Students will be
collecting dimes and making donations to
the March of Dimes as well as discussing
social awareness and the importance of help-
ing others in our community and the world.

These themes of character will be inter-
twined with the “traditional” subjects in
class and provide a focal point for many
lessons, class activities and discussions.  It is
our estimation that the character program
will provide our students with an opportu-
nity to take some important concepts and
apply them to real – life settings; thereby,
helping to build a greater understanding and
appreciation for each other and the world in
which we live.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.
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March 1983-Queen Elizabeth of England waves to the crowd as she walks with her
entourage that includes South Amboy resident and long-time Secret Service Agent, Bill
Schwarick (Almost directly behind her wearing sunglasses).  (Photo courtesy of Bill
Schwarick)

Kutz On Bravo TV
Rebecca “Becky” Kutz, daughter of former South Amboy residents Mickey Kutz and

Mary “Bunny” Rogers Kutz, recently appeared on Bravo TV channel, where she was shown

Rebecca Kutz

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven,
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the
Sea, help me and show me, herein  you are my
mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of
Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your power.  Oh,
show me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse
to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in
your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

auditioning for a role in the Broadway play,
“Grease: You’re The One That I Want”
“Becky’s” vocal performance was outstand-
ing, but unfortunately she was not selected.
She received much acclaim from all over the
world on the internet for her superb efforts.
About 10 years ago, “Becky” was singing
beautiful solos during Masses at Sacred
Heart Church, and her future is definitely
looking terrific.  Ken Rogers of South Amboy
is “Becky’s” proud grandfather.
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During a recent Arctic cold front, ice could be seen forming around the edges of the pilings
along the Raritan Bay in South Amboy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

First Aid Quarter Report
Capt. Chris Mader of the South Amboy

First Aid has issued the following report for
the 4th Quarter of 2006; the Squad answered
a total of 236 calls; 189 emergencies, 4
transports, 22 fire, 9 community service and
14 mutual aids.

High members for the quarter were:
Daniel J. Salmon 118; Elizabeth Leveille
81; Steve Maslowski 69; Gerard Kelly 66;
Jacqueline Keegan 59; John Piskorski (As-
sociate) 31 and Chris Norek (Cadet) 94.

For the year of 2006, the Squad an-
swered a total of 990 calls; 688 emergen-
cies, 30 transports, 67 fire, 32 community
service, and 113 mutual aids.

High members for 2006 were; Eliza-
beth Leveille 426; Mike Pappas 387; Gerard
Kelly 328; Daniel J. Salmon 314; Chris
Mader 267; John Mulvey (Associate) 153;
and Chris Norek (Cadet) 361.

The Squad welcomes new member J.
Spinelli (Probationary).

South Amboy Tall Tales
By Frank Hunt

The South Amboy PTO sponsored a school assembly entitled “Sky Dome Planetarium”
which took the students on a 45 minute journey through the universe from the comfort and
security of their gym.  The portable inflatable planetarium was set up on the premises and
dazzled the building astronomers as they were taken on a tour of the solar system.  Students
entered this 30 foot by 15 foot dome and were introduced to a star filled sky.  Students learned
how to identify stars and constellations.  They were introduced to Greek mythological
characters and saw how these heroes of the past can be found in the stars.

Confessions Of A Half Court Player
Neighborhood Bar Alumnus 13 “Fritz”

As with most businesses in town, from
the Krausers that occupies the building that
was once Tarallo’s to the Landmark Tavern
that was originally home to “Alfie Clark’s
Sportsmen’s Inn” on Broadway, the current
tavern called the Monahan House was origi-
nally “Fritz’s Bay View Inn”, home of the
greatest bartender/ringmaster/instigator/
stand-up comedian/commentator/educator/
sportsman of all time, affectionately and re-
spectfully known as “Fritz”.

Physically, Fritz was impressive.  When
I knew him he was in his 60’s, stood over six
feet tall and was easily more than 230 pounds.
He had the classic clean on the top, full on the
sides Larry David baldness, with the excep-
tion that his hair had the popular-a-the time
Vitalis “wet look”.  His large, dark framed,
thick glasses dominated his face, a face that
was seen most of the time through a thick
cloud of cigar smoke reminiscent of the
Cheshire cat in Alice in Wonderland.  How-
ever, if Fritz, with his booming, guttural
Germanic voice, was to be described as any
type of cat it wouldn’t be a domesticated one,
but a roaring lion straight from the label of his
beloved and aptly named “Lowenbrau”, or
“lion’s brew.”

His daily style of dress was both impres-
sive and professional, think Jackie Gleason
when he played “Joe the Bartender”.  Here
was Fritz in an immaculately starched, white
dress shirt complete with and old-fashioned
tie that Walter Sleszak might have worn in a
1940’s black and white, spy movie.  Around
him was wrapped a heavy white butcher’s
type apron up and over the mid-section and
down and below the knees.  To complete his
professional image, he wore a pair of dress
pants and dress, business-like cordovan shoes.

However, it was Fritz’s vibrant, dualis-
tic personality:  outgoing yet contained, dev-
ilish yet angelic, attentive yet derisive, can-
tankerous yet gentle, insulting yet loving that
was the spark of an energy that made each
minute spent in the bar memorable and “alive”.
Fritz was, in my mind, much like Zeus at the
top of Mount Olympus, ever-observant and
ever-instigating, sitting at the end of the bar,
working the end of that huge, expensive

looking cigar, whose billowing clouds of
smoke increased the sense of the ominous
and at the same time, the heavenly.  Fritz, in
his element, thoughtfully mixing a bottle of
Lowenbrau light with a bottle of Lowenbrau
dark, and like Zeus, ready to throw down his
lightning bolts whenever he saw the opportu-
nity to start any kind of commotion or uproar.

To be there was somehow like being at
an off-Broadway play that was unfolding
before your eyes, except that you were a
member of the cast.  And just as every drama
has its hero and villain, conflict, rising action
and falling action, climax and resolution, so,
too, did a day at Fritz’s.

The large, circular construction of the
bar also lent itself to a feeling of a “theater in
the round”, and with all of us facing each
other the stage was set for the day’s perfor-
mance.  We, the cast of characters, assumed
the roles that were in concert with our peck-
ing order in the bar.  The main characters
were the “pretenders to the throne”, those
who would aspire to enter into some competi-
tive conversation with Fritz, but at what great
peril!  They weren’t necessarily the oldest or
the most “regular”: customers, but ones who
had some kind of ax to grind that particular
day.  And, the ax in most cases had to do with
the sporting event that was the day’s center of
attention.

Some patrons of the surviving neighbor-
hood bars today in town may bristling a little
bit at my speaking in such glowing terms of
“days gone by” in light of there own positive
experiences in their current neighborhood
bars.  However, my intent is not to categorize
the warmth and good feelings of the haunts of
separate generations, but to try to share those
old, good times with all. Anyone who fre-
quented Fritz’s when he was alive and tend-
ing bar does not need me to write anything to
memorialize him or the things that made the
bar so special, because the happenings that
transpired there were so numerous, humor-
ous, and life affirming that they will exist in
our collective minds as long as we have a
memory.

Next Time:  “Out of towner’s from Staten
Island” get their come-uppance from Fritz

During World War II, in the grim, dark
year of 1942, the Nazi U-Boats ran wild,
sinking US Merchant ships at will.  The US
Navy was desperate to defend these vital
ships.  Therefore, the call
went out to all Navy per-
sonnel, seeking volunteers
to man the guns on these
vulnerable Merchant ships.
This force became the US
Navy Armed Guard.

Harold Dennen, a 17-
year old native of South
Amboy, had just completed
US Navy boot camp and
wanted immediate action
against the enemy.  He vol-
unteered for the Armed
Guard.  Harold got action
all right!  From 1942-44, seven ships were
sunk under Harold Dennen!  He survived
these sinkings; unfortunately, many of his
shipmates did not.  Finally, Harold was
assigned to a US Navy ship, a landing ship
tank (LST 626).  This seemed to be a much
safer assignment, but the fates were not
finished with young Harold Dennen just yet.
In 1944, LST 626 was engaged in operations
in the Philippines.

Suddenly, a Japanese suicide pilot
(Kamikazi) dove out of the sky and his
explosive laden plane hit LST 626, killing
and injuring many crewmen.  Even though
the plane hit directly on the gun emplace-
ment which he commanded, again, Harold
survived.

In Aug. 1945, the Japanese surrendered
and the Great War was over.  Harold re-
turned to South Amboy, settled down, and
started a family.

However, in 1950, the Korean War
started, and Harold was called back to active
duty, donning the Navy blue once again.
This time, fate was kind to Harold Dennen,
and the ships he sailed on were unharmed.
At the end of the Korean War, Harold again

returned to South Amboy, working as a
railroad locomotive engineer until his re-
tirement in 1988.

Harold now lives peacefully in South
Amboy surrounded by family
mementos, apparently a con-
tented and happy man.  And
yet, when his comrades at
American Legion Post 62 in
South Amboy suggest a sum-
mer evening fishing expedition
on “The Sea Pigeon” out of
Perth Amboy, Harold shies
away.  Even when his lady
friend Shirley asks about tak-
ing a sea cruise to the Carib-
bean, or points south, he po-
litely declines.  Who knows
what misfortune could happen

on the open sea?  Who could blame him for
his trepidation, after all?

Harold Dennen
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Irishman Of The Year: Fred Whiteley
By Tom Burkard

St. Patrick’s Day Parade History
By: AnnaMae O’Connor and Kara Sullivan

Deputy Grand
Marshal: Jay
McKeon

John T. McKeon was born June 15,
1945 in South Amboy, NJ.  He is the some
of the late Edward and Catherine McKeon
and is one of six children.  Jay’s siblings
include James McKeon of Freehold, Patricia
Dalfonzo of Spotswood, the late Edward
McKeon Jr. of Morgan, Robert McKeon of
South Amboy, and Catherine Timpson, also
of South Amboy.

Jay has been married for thirty-four
years to the lovely and former Barbara
Kowaleski.  Together they have three chil-
dren, a daughter-in-law, son-in-law, and
one grandson.  Their son Rod currently
resides in California with his wife Sarah.
Shannon, her husband Travis, and their son
Myles live in Neptune, and Siobhan, the
youngest resides in Long Branch.   Kirby,
the family dog, remains at home with Jay
and Barbara.

Throughout his life, Jay has gained
success as a result of his education and
dedication to hard work.  He earned his high
school diploma from St. Mary High School
and graduated RET’s School of Electron-
ics.  By 1968 John had established his own
trucking company, J&B Trucking, which
later expanded into McKeon Brothers Inc.
His expertise in civil engineering, paving
and excavation led to a very prosperous
thirty plus years and enabled him to estab-
lish Amboy Concrete Company in 1990.
Recently, John has become an Engineer
Inspector with the Township of Old Bridge
and enjoys his new role in helping the
township’s residents and many construc-
tion sites.

Despite his many hours of hard work,
Jay McKeon finds time to volunteer as a
firefighter for Protection Fire Company.
He has been a member for 37 years, serving
Engine Co. #1 as a  line officer and 16 of
those years as president.  He is a member of
the Exempt Firemen’s Association and is
currently the Director of the Pete Kenny
Association.  In addition to his volunteer
work, Jay enjoys fishing, hunting, and re-
laxing on his acreage in Pennsylvania.  John
T. McKeon has been a wonderful husband,
a supportive father, and a respected busi-
ness man.  He continues to take pleasure in
spending time with his family, friends, and
his hobbies.  He will be honored as Deputy
Grand Marshal of the 2007 South Amboy
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Mike Kelly
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Deputy Grand
Marshal: Mike Kelly

Michael P. Kelly was born on Septem-
ber 6, 1932 to Charles and Margaret Kelly.
He attended St. Joseph’s Grammar School
in Keyport and St. Mary’s High School in
South Amboy.  He was married to the late
Mary O’Connor for 48 years.  Mr. Kelly is
the proud father of six children, Michael,
Patricia, Mary Kate, Timothy, Ann and Mark
and the loving grandfather of ten grandchil-
dren and one great granddaughter.

Mr. Kelly served his country for three
years during the Korean Conflict as a Ser-
geant in the United States Marine Corp.  Mr.
Kelly learned his trade in the military ser-
vice and went on to become a Licensed
Certified Plumber for 45 years.  He was
employed by National Lead Industries and
later went on to work for E.I. Dupont from
where he retired in 1994.  Mr. Kelly was also
employed by the City of South Amboy as
Plumbing Inspector for 20 years and served
as Plumbing Inspector for East Brunswick.
Mr. Kelly retains numerous Plumbing, Pipe
fitting and code Enforcement Certifications.

Mr. Kelly has been a parishioner of St.
Mary’s Roman Catholic Church for more
than 50 years.  Mr. Kelly is devoted to his
Irish heritage and is a member of the Irish
American Association, and also is a mem-
ber of the disabled American Veterans.  Mr.
Kelly served the youth of the community as
a Little League Baseball coach during the
1960’s and 1970’s.

Mr. Kelly enjoys golf, horseshoes and
in 2004 was chosen as the “2004 Irish Flag
Raiser” in the City of South Amboy.   He
will be honored as Deputy Grand Marshal of
the 2007 South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day
Parade.

The City of South Amboy in its earliest
years was a railroad town. The Camden &
Amboy RR, one of the nation’s first com-
mercial railroads and predecessor to the
Pennsylvania RR had its beginnings here in
South Amboy. Employment on the railroad
at our bustling train yards attracted many
Irish immigrants who found it difficult to
work in the ladder part of the 19th century.
Although about half of the population of the

City of South Amboy is of Irish decent, little
or no Irish American organizations existed
to share in the pride of a common heritage.

It was not until 1976 when our parade
was first conceived by an idea of Frank
Connolly who was the owner of the Monahan
House at the time. Frank organized what
was to be the first South Amboy Saint
Patrick’s Day Parade in 1976. The parade
consisted of one bag piper, the South Amboy
Police department, the Fire Departments,
the First-Aid squad and a few marchers who
represented the Frank Connolly association.

In 1978, Frank sold the Monaghan
House and a group of supporters organized
the South Amboy Irish American Associa-
tion for the sole purpose of continuing the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  Every year subse-
quently the parade has grown and flour-
ished. This year the parade will have at least
30 marching bands, floats and hundreds of
marchers.  The parade committee is com-
prised of individuals from the Irish Ameri-
can Association, the Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians, Middlesex County Division I, The
Pete Kenney Association, and local resi-
dents with a love for the day.

Jay McKeon
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Fred Whiteley
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Highly-respected South Amboy busi-
nessman, Fred Whiteley was selected
“Irishman of the Year” by the South Amboy
Irish-American Association.
He said that, “I’m very proud
the Irish-American Associa-
tion has chosen me.  It’s par-
ticularly an honor consider-
ing all the great people they
had to choose from, lots of
wonderful Irish people in
town.  There were a lot of
good people who had this
honor before, and many that
will come after me.”

Fred is extremely proud
of his Irish heritage, and has
researched his family’s roots
on his father’s side to County
Kildare, Ireland.  “Whiteley
isn’t a very commonly recog-
nized Irish name, but there are
a lot of Whiteley’s in County
Kildare,” he said.

Born in South Amboy,
Whiteley grew up in Sayreville,
and graduated in the Sayreville War
Memorial HS Class of 1985.  He moved to
South Amboy in ’95, when he purchased the
Mason-Wilson Funeral Home on
Bordentown Ave., and in October ’06 bought
a home and moved back to Sayreville.

Whiteley is very active in the local
communities, and served as Grand Knight
for South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council #426.  He is believed to be the third
youngest in history to hold this office.  Paul
Gulick and Bill Kennedy were younger.
“We have a lot of good guys, who are
members, and we do a lot of good things, but
it’s a lot of work.  You can’t wait to become
Grand Knight, and by the time your term is
up, you can’t wait for it to end.  I enjoyed it
immensely, and I’m glad I did it,” he stated.

He is also on the Board of Directors for
the Sayreville Association for Brain Injured
Children; a member of the South Amboy
Irish-American Association, and the An-
cient Order of Hibernians.  His hobbies
include woodworking, and traveling to the
beach and Long Beach Island to visit his in-
laws, Rick and Judy O’Connor.  He is also

considered by many Knights of Columbus
to be a political expert.  “My interest in
politics is from the sidelines,” Whiteley
said.

The “Irishman
of the Year” has met
and shook hands with
6 U.S. Presidents, in-
cluding Gerald Ford,
Jimmy Carter,
Ronald Reagan,
George Bush Sr., Bill
Clinton and Richard
M. Nixon.  Whiteley
said he met Carter at
the ’92 National
Democratic Conven-
tion at Madison
Square Garden in
New York, and got to
spend a lot of time
with him.   Fred’s fa-
vorite president of all-
time is John F.
Kennedy.  “He was
Irish-Catholic and
young when he was

elected, and he was also a Democrat.”
Fred is most proud of his family, his

wife, the former Mary Shannon O’Connor,
and 3 children, Mary 7, Maggie 3 and Freddie
15 months.  A typical St. Patrick’s Day for
the Whiteley Family according to Fred con-
sists of, “Going to Mass, having the tradi-
tional Irish Day Corned Beef & Cabbage,
and always wearing green to show others
that we are Irish.  We like to watch the New
York St. Patrick’s Day Parade on TV if we
can’t go, also have a green bagel in the
morning, and later, always find someplace
to have a green beer.”

Being a part of the community of South
Amboy is something I’m very proud of and
happy to be a part of.  It’s like having a giant
family.  Everybody watches out for and
helps one another. I wouldn’t trade it for the
world!”

Fred hopes to be remembered one day
as “A decent guy who always tried to do the
right thing, helping family and friends.  I just
hope I’m remembered.”  Who could ever
forget Mr. Fred Whiteley for all the good he
has done for our local communities!
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Musicman Releases New CD
By Tom Burkard

Brian O’Connor has always been one of
the finest and busiest musicians I have ever
known. From the time he was a young child
performing in local talent shows and on the
Steel Pier in Atlantic City to his many years
of performing seven nights a week at local
night clubs and private affairs all over the tri
state area. He has also performed on a steady
basis at Caesars,
Sands and a number
of other casinos in
Atlantic City.

I remember
when Ozark airlines
used to fly him all
over the country just
to perform for an
evening at a special
dinner they would
hold for their execu-
tives and agents. He
would be in Sarasota,
Florida one night and
two days later in Des
Moines, Iowa. He has
an excellent voice and plays five instru-
ments ranging from rock to jazz and per-
forms frequently with his one man band
show. Brian spends a lot of time in the studio
recording and is also one of the most popular
guitar instructors in the area.  He has written
and recorded many original songs and also
sang on radio commercials. He had his first
single out when he was fourteen, two songs
he had written and played all the instruments
on with multi track recording. He then won

a WPIX song writers contest when he was
sixteen and was featured in cashbox maga-
zine. A few years later he was a winner in the
American Songwriters Festival which lead
to his first album titled “Chestnut Grove”
which was featured on the “Joe Franklin TV
Show.  He has just recently put out a new CD
entitled “Diversified Works” which has 11

well written original
songs with some
very slick guitar
playing and great
vocals and harmo-
nies.  Music is abso-
lutely his main pas-
sion in life and that
is very obvious on
this new CD. Two of
the cuts “She Just
Likes Me” and “It’s
A Wonderful Life”
have been played on
our local cable ac-
cess channel 22 and
since their first play

on internet radio both songs have been picked
up by multiple other stations and have been
getting regular airplay. You can check out
some of Brian’s music on line at
www.brianoconnormusic.com or
www.myspace.com/briano39connor.  If you
are interested in purchasing a copy of his
new CD, send a $ 15.00 check or money
order and your address to (Brian O’Connor
CD) at P.O. Box 3171 So. Amboy,  N.J.
08879.

Bon Jovi Wins
Grammy

At the 49th Annual Grammy Awards,
Bon Jovi and Jennifer Nettles captured the
Country Collaboration with Vocals Award
for their hit song “Who Says You Can’t Go
Home”.  Jon Bon Jovi, leader of the legend-
ary band, is a Sayreville native and 1980
graduate of Sayreville War Memorial High
School.  Congratulations!

Beatles Music Is
Timeless

By Tom Burkard
In an exclusive SA Times interview

with Scot Arch, founder of “Beatlemania
Now,” he said that, “I’m a true Beatles lover.
Their music never gets old to anyone, it’s
cross-generational and appeals to every-
one.”

Arch, who portrays John Lennon in
“Beatlemania Now,” leads the group as they
come to St. Mary’s Gym on March 31 for a
much-anticipated performance.  Arch and
fellow band mates hail from the Philadel-
phia, PA area, and have played in front of
crowds all-over, including one show that
drew an estimated 100,000 people in North
Dakota.  Scot’s favorite Beatles’ tunes are
“Everything from the Sgt. Pepper’s time
period, especially, stuff like “All You Need
Is Love,” “I Am The Walrus,” “Penny Lane,”
Strawberry Fields.”  He said that, “I am
mainly a guitar player, and when we play
these songs, I get to play the keyboards, and
it’s a nice change for me.”

“The Beatles music is great, and sounds
fresh and new everytime you hear it,” he
stated.  Arch loves performing in front of
people, and says he is “A performer rather
than a musician.  You have to look like
someone, and everyone must look like a
character, and I look like John Lennon.  I
also take on his persona, and portray him as
sarcastic and witty on stage.  Our lefty bass
player looks like Paul McCartney.”

What can fans expect when
“Beatlemania Now” comes to St. Mary’s
Gym in South Amboy?  “We’ll be perform-
ing The Beatles A-Z live,  with songs from
every album, and have 6 costume changes,
21-22 guitars like The Beatles used, and
Vox Amps, also Beatles style, and so much
more!

We can’t wait to see Mr. John Lennon,
‘er I mean Scot Arch and “Beatlemania
Now” at St. Mary’s Gym on March 31.
Tickets are selling fast, so get yours now by
calling Kevin O’Connor 908-812-4193, the
school 732-721-1514, or stop in at Todd’s
Dugout, 200 South Stevens Ave. or Jimmy’s
Broadway Diner.  Don’t miss this show!!!

#1 Pop Hits On Feb.
24th
1997-Wanna Be-The Spice Girls
1981-9 to 5-Dolly Parton
1970-Thank You-Sly & The Family Stone
1966-Lightnin’ Strikes-Lou Christie
1951-If
1940-Indian Summer
1939-Jeepers Creepers

#1 Country Hits On
Feb. 24th
1994-I Swear-John Michael Montgomery
1988-Twinkle, Twinkle Lucky Star-Merle
Haggard
1972-It’s Four In The Morning-Faron Young
1961-Don’t Worry-Marty Robbins
1955-Let Me Go-Hank Snow
1949-I Love You So Much-Jimmy Wakely

Remember “The Cove?”
By Tom Burkard

Loyal SA Times subscriber/avid reader,
Alex “Jocko” Jakimowicz, a former South
Amboy resident and H.G. Hoffman HS ’68
graduate recently sent a letter wondering if
anyone remembered the teenage nightclub,
“The Cove” which was located on Main
Street directly across from the Sacred Heart
Church parking lot.  He said that, “It was
open around 1968, and didn’t last more than
a few months because of constant trouble
and fights.  It was a psychedelic place with
good local bands.  It was originally an old,
big garage repair place that they converted.”

Yes, it was definitely a psychedelic
place, complete with the only strobe lights

in South Amboy at the time.  “The Cove”
was the happening spot for young South
Amboy and Sayreville teens, and as “Jocko”
said, it wasn’t there too long.  I don’t remem-
ber why it closed so soon, but I do recall
being in the place once, with my band “The
In Between” auditioning for a job, and I’ll
never forget playing guitar with strobe lights
overhead for the first time.  It was quite an
experience!

If any readers have any memories, sto-
ries, or pictures dealing with “The Cove,” to
share, please contact The SA Times at:
satimes@aol.com

New Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music-DJ† 732-316-9447
Local Music Scene-

THE ROCKETMEN (Gorocketmen.com)
This 11-song disc is a whole lotta Rockin’

Swingin’ & Shakin’ covers from Fats
Domino, to Carl Perkins, to early Elvis. The
Rocketmen can lay it down like an energized
Rock Pile or The Blasters, but they still
create their own unique style! Jukebox fa-
vorites like “Honey Don’t,” “Flying Saucer
Rock ‘n Roll,” or “Mystery Train” contain
that cool, early original rockabilly sound that
just knocks you dead! Blues, Rockabilly,
and if Swing is your thing, than these cats got
what you need, indeed! They’ve been play-
ing regularly at The Blue Moon. -Speaking
of The Moon, they’re celebrating their 1st
Ann. March 4th; starting at 3pm. They’ve
invited the bands & musicians back that have
played there for what could turn out to be a
music marathon! Hopefully, The Rocketmen
will be there too.

 KAMA LINDEN- Uninhibited
Kama recently did an acoustic gig at

Buddies (The Sayreville-South Amboy area
is becoming a fertile alt. music scene (Blues,
Jazz, Rockabilly, etc.). It was a sit/ listen/
react kind of show, with singer-songwriter
tunes that showed a gift for classic pop
melodies, and straight-ahead stories. “Unin-
hibited” is little different. With a band be-
hind her, songs like “Waiting,” “One Less,”
or “Don’t Shut Me Out” (there’s also a
Starbucks-friendly remix), rock amiably, with
looser arrangements that range from near
punk to mild guitar pop. Kama admitingly
absorbs the Z100 culture (Avril Lavigne,
etc), but her melodies and lyrics are more
memorable. Look for Kama Linden to break
out of any mold you try to put her in!

BALDI & SUBURBAN GRAFFITI-
Under the Weather: The NJLP

(Jeffery.garibaldi@gmail.com)
 The 11 songs on the album don’t sound

homemade, plaintive, or guarded. Actually,
this funk/rap/punk band is about 2 albums
away from the Beastie Boys style of melted
down musical genres. “Jersey Pride” don’t
feel labored in it’s description of living in NJ.
The song remains fresh and true to what the
writer sees in 2006. Twisty arguments and
surprises are replaced by truth and grit in the
story. Through Rap’s phrasemaking and the
writer’s tunesmithing, urban themes
(“Stuck,” “Similar Differences,” etc.)., are
reasonably explicit, with peaks and valley’s
along the way. Live cuts recorded at The
Lion’s Den, “Euphoria” and “The Jones”
stretch the band’s jamming capabilities, as
they unwind into a jazz/funk/rap musical
triathlon. Lots to listen to and absorb!
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School Sports As of Feb. 10
By Tom Burkard

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (16-5) The Blue

Division Champs with a perfect (14-0) record
feature Vince Rosario #2 scorer in the county
with a 21.9 avg., and Mike Burwell #3 in the
county 19.9 avg.  Burwell, Rosario and
Ricky McCutcheon are strong off the boards.
Carlos Garcia and Branton Widgeon have
also been scoring lately along with
McCutcheon who had a season high of 14
points vs. East Brunswick.

South Amboy (10-7) This is one of
Coach George Krzyzanowski’s most-bal-
anced clubs in quite awhile, led by Brian
Seres #8 in the county with a 15.9 avg.,
Larry Lenahan, Mark Simko and Colin
Krzyzanowski, the Guvs have had a very
respectable season.

Sayreville (9-13) Kofi Genfi is the
Bombers’ scoring leader and #4 in the county
with an 18.7 avg.  He gets help from Ricky
Harding, Ray Rodriguez, Chris Matagrano,
and Paul De La Costa.
Girls Basketball

Cardinal McCarrick (19-2) Once again,
Coach Lynn Ust has packaged one of the top
teams in Middlesex County, winning its 3rd
straight Blue Division crown with a perfect
(16-0) record.  It is the Lady Eagles’ third
consecutive undefeated season in Blue Di-
vision play, for an incredible (48-0) mark!
New 1,000 point club member, Jess Pruiti
#8 in the county with a 17.2 avg. has been on
a recent scoring tear, tossing in a career-high
of 34 markers (7) 3-pointers against South
River.  Lauren Zarantonello also scores a
bunch and crashes the boards, while Kristen
Babulak, Chrissy Keir, and Patty Langan all
contribute to the Blue & Gold cause.

South Amboy (13-7) Rookie Coach
Kate Bournquin has done a fabulous job
with some very talented SA athletes.  New
1,000 point club member, Katey Charmello
#7 in the county with a 17.3 avg., leads the
team and gets plenty of scoring support from
outstanding shooter Lindsay Polak, who has
really been scorching the nets recently, Jen
Braun, Courtney Hulsart, and newcomer,
Melissa Magee, who made her debut by
scoring 8 points, ripping 16 rebounds, and
dishing out 5 assists in the win over Roselle.

Sayreville (11-10) Holly Miara and
Erica Latz are the top scorers for the Bomb-

ers.  Also contributing to the offense are
Suanette Rios and Lanie Andrews.
Wrestling

Sayreville (22-5) As predicted, the
Bombers set another new school record for
most victories in a season, easily eclipsing
the mark set last year.  Top grapplers are Eric
Tsang (28-2), Michael Knight (28-2),  Ramon
Santiago (26-4), Mike Deluco (27-3),  Scott
Poore (26-4), Dan Bergfeldt (18-12), Rob-
ert Borzerielli (21-8), John Boulton (18-12),
Nick Boulton (15-8), Joseph LaRocca (15-
14).
Boys Bowling

Sayreville (20-1) This outstanding team
is competing in its first official year in the
GMC.  Led by Brian Nicholas #2 in the
county with a (218 avg), and also Camryn
Nieves #6, (213), Matt Wasielewski (207)
and Matt Walczak (198).  Other contribu-
tors: Dave Jackowski, Mike Savarese, Glenn
Sauer, Kevin Derelanko.

Cardinal McCarrick (8-4-2) Top aver-
ages: Brian Hentz 202, Eric Poltrictzky 200,
Ricky Whalen 190.  Other contributors:
Matt Jones, Matt Misiewicz.

South Amboy (1-12) Top average-Eric
Oppenheimer 208.  Other contributors: Joe
Bongiorno, Kyle Ravaioli.
Girls Bowling

Cardinal McCarrick (7-9-1) Nicole
Baginsky is the top bowler on the team with
a 178 average, and has been the Lady Eagles’
high scorer in every contest this season.

Sayreville (5-11-2) Top bowlers are
Kristin Olesky, Stephanie Biasha, Katie
Cavanaugh and Carol Sharouf.

South Amboy (3-12) Top bowlers are
Lynn Bloodgood, Alexa Hess and Nargis
Altha.
Coed Swimming

Sayreville (0-4) GMCT champion Alex
Ratajczyk is by far the top swimmer on this
team.  Also contributing are Masterson,
Melillo, Vas and Shannon McKenna.
Boys Track

Sayreville (1-1) Recent winners:
Elajawuan Fain, Sean Mosser, Pedro Mo-
rales, Kenny Piscitelli, Matt Gruytch.
Girls Track

Sayreville (0-2) Recent winners:
Chantel King, and Lynn Mayer.

Joe Lewis

Lewis Wins 200th
Cardinal McCarrick’s boys basketball

coach, Joe Lewis recently notched his monu-
mental 200th victory.  He joins three other
coaches in the school’s rich athletic history
to reach this mark including Charlie Eppinger
who is estimated at over 300 in boys’ bas-
ketball and baseball, Ed Twomey-226 in
boys and girls cross country, and boys ten-
nis, and Don Szatkowski-205 in girls bas-
ketball.  Coach Lewis’ 12-year record as
varsity basketball coach is 202-101 (as of
Feb. 12, 2007).

Bombers Win
Streak Halted At 20

The Sayreville Bombers boys bowling
team, competing in its first official year in
the GMC, had their dreams for an unbeaten
season shattered by a talented St. Joseph’s,
2-1, in the semifinals of the GMCT.   The
Blue & Gray had won its first 20 contests of
the year, proving to be a Middlesex County
powerhouse.

The individual series scores for the St.
Joseph’s game were: Brian Nicholas 659,
Matthew Walczak 625, Matthew
Wasielewski 619, Derek Kopek 615, Dave
Jackowski 596, Camryn Nieves 519.  Nicho-
las had the high game with a 257.

Ratajczyk Wins
Championships

In GMC Swimming Tournament com-
petition, Sayreville’s sophomore swimming
sensation, Alex Ratajczyk, defied all odds,
and defeated the county’s top swimmer and
defending champion in the 50 freestyle,
Scott Marino of St. Joseph’s, finishing 21.97
to Marino’s 22.05.  He broke the old confer-
ence record of 22.15, which was set by Ted
Zlydaszek of North Brunswick in 1988.
Ratajczyk then went on to capture the 100
freestyle over another St. Joseph’s star, Tim
Mancuso.  Ratajczyk’s time of 48.23 was
less than a second shy of breaking the tour-
nament record.

The new champion became Sayreville’s
first double winner by sweeping the two
events.  Alex’s feats were truly amazing, as
he defeated two of the finest swimmers
around, members of the perennial state pow-
erhouse and #1 team in the county, St.
Joseph’s.  Congratulations!  Special con-
gratulations to Head Coach, Sarah Rodis-
Magaw, who has done a fabulous job this
season.

The Bombers’ boy swimmers finished
7th out of 8 teams overall, and the girls came
in last of 8 teams.

Tsang Sets Record
Sayreville High School’s superstar

wrestler, Eric Tsang set a new school record
for most career wins, (87), with his
quarterfinal victory over Piscataway’s C.J.
Adams in the GMCWT.  Tsang eclipsed the
mark of 86, which was held by Tom
Danielson, a 2006 graduate.

3 Bombers Bow In Final
In the Greater Middlesex County Wres-

tling Tournament finals, three Sayreville
Bombers had their championship dreams
shattered.  In the 125 lb. class, Sayreville’s
all-time victory leader, Eric Tsang dropped
an 11-4 decision to Dan Keiser of JP Stevens.
Ramon Santiago, wrestling in the 135-pound
class was pinned by Billy Ashnault of South
Plainfield.  Top-seeded Michael Knight was
upset in the 160-pound division by Mark
Wagner of South Plainfield, 7-3.

In 3rd place consolations, 145-lb. class,
Mike Deluco defeated Brenton Mack of Old
Bridge 7-6, and Scott Poore won by injury
default over South Plainfield’s Sam Martin
in 4:33.

The Bombers finished 4th place overall
as a team behind champion South Plainfield,
Old Bridge, and JFK.

GMCT Basketball
Boys- 1st Round-South Amboy 71

Middlesex 50-Brian Seres 23 points, Mark
Simko 19, Larry Lenahan 11.

2nd Round-Metuchen 58 South Amboy
39-Seres 15 points, Lenahan 11 points;
Sayreville 68 Spotswood 42-Kofi Genfi 19
points, 14 rebounds, Ricky Harding 19
points.

Girls- 1st Round-South Amboy 49
Metuchen 45-Katey Charmello 26 points,
11 rebounds, Jen Braun 11 points.

2nd Round-Woodbridge 63 South
Amboy 58-Charmello 25 points, Lindsay
Polak and Braun 13 apiece; Sayreville 59
Dunellen 45-Erica Latz 11 points, 12 re-
bounds, 10 assists, Keira Williams 14 points,
Holly Miara 13 points.

Ronan Super Sub
Sayreville’s super sophomore sub, Pat

Ronan stood tall in the GMCT, pulling off
the biggest upset in the tourney, by gaining
a 5-2 decision over 3rd seeded Eric Norgard
of Middlesex in the 119 lb. class.  Ronan was
called on by Coach John Denuto, when
starter John Boulton was forced out by ill-
ness.  Only a sophomore, who sports a (20-
2) record on jayvees, Pat Ronan has a very
bright future wrestling for the Bombers.
Congratulations!

Beshada
Undefeated

James Beshada of CBA ran his wres-
tling record to (26-0) by winning his bout
against Anthony Priore of Johnson, 6-5,

at the New Jersey Wrestling Coaches
All-Star Invitational.  James, who is ranked
#2 in the state of NJ, wrestles in the 130-lb.
class, and is the son of James Beshada,
formerly of South Amboy and a Captain in
the NJ State Police.

He is the grandson of Jim and Fran
Beshada of Morgan.  Congratulations!

College Chatter
South Amboy’s Robert Besner, a St.

Joseph’s HS graduate and All-Everything,
is a contributing member of Rowan
University’s swim team, and recently cap-
tured 1st place in the 100 freestyle with a
time of 57.40.

1,000 Point Club
Boys- Sayreville-Ron Kuran, Jeff

Osowski, Steve Makwinski, Ralph Novak,
Dan Ogborne, Leland Norris, Marcin
Ziobron.

Hoffman/South Amboy-Curt Wood,
Billy Clayton, Gary Lange, Bob Clayton,
Frank Kuziemski, Peter Smith, Gary Kuhn,
Ed Behnen, Nick Shaw, Brian Seres, Joe
Bartlinski.

St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick-George
Krzyzanowski, Rob Zaleski, Dan Blaha,
Kevin Burns, Kevin Oliveri, Vince Rosario.

Girls- Sayreville-Rhonda Rompola,
Cindy Allman.

Hoffman/South Amboy-Chris Dill,
Jamie White, Sue Check, Nancy Garsick,
Lynn Ust, Tricia Popowski, Kris Kuziemski,
Jen Kuziemski, Jen Ingstrup, Kristy
Parfianowicz, Kim Peterson, Regan Rone,
Kiersten McCarthy, Katey Charmello.

St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick-Kathy
Redling, Sue Wilson, Mary Jean Sibilia,
Janine Barella, JoEllen Paczkowski, Kaitlyn
Katko, Jessica Pruiti.

Left Photo, Lady Eagles coach, Lynn Ust (r) presents Jess Pruiti (l) with a ball honoring her
1000th career point. Right Photo, Jess celebrates her 1000th point with her teammates while
the game was halted to recognize this rare occasion.  (Photos by Brian Stratton)

Left Photo, Two Kate’s enjoy the moment.  Katey Charmello (l) is presented a ball marking
her 1000th point from Lady Governors coach Kate Bourquin.  Right Photo, Pete Kenny (c),
joins the Lady Guvs while the game was stopped to honor Katey Charmello on her 1000th

career point. (Photos by Brian Stratton)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1962-The talented St. Mary’s Eagles varsity basketball team finished (16-9).  Pictured top
row (l-r) Coach Luke Lenahan, Frank Kennedy, Bob Suminski, Bill Tibbitt, Tom Fitzmorris,
Bob “Bulbs” Kukulski, Ray Selover, John “Jake” Kukulski. Father Brembos (Athletic
Moderator).  Bottom row (l-r) Jerry O’Connor, (manager), Frank Murray, Art O’Donnell, Bill
Schwarick, Joe Chodkiewicz, Joe Jankowski, Jay Derent, Jack Kreiger, Bob “Red” Windrem
(Official Scorer).  (Photo courtesy of Bill Schwarick)

Glory Days In
Local Sports

1942-Sayreville’s football
team mauled Matawan, 13-0.
Walt Ardenowski scored on a TD
plunge, and also fired a touch-
down pass to Rufie Anderson.

“Ace” Keenan crashed through
for the extra point. 1952-Joe
Bonczek pumped in the win-

ning basket with 0:03 left to give Sayreville
a thrilling 57-55 victory over Metuchen.  Joe
Rudy led the way with 21 points, and Rudy
Balaskiewicz scored 15. 1963-Hoffman
boys’ basketball club shelled South
Brunswick, 95-60.  Ken Wahler led the way
with 24 points, followed closely by Jerry
Drill 23, Manny Formoso 22 and John “Red”
Lange 18.  1970-Red Bank Catholic upset
St. Mary’s boys’ basketball team, 57-51 in
the first round of the Parocial B South State
Tournament.  George Krzyzanowski scored
16 points, Mark “Ozark” Jendrzejewski 14
and Nick Charmello 10.  1984-Hoffman
girls’ hoops squad blasted St. Pius, 69-40.
Barbara McCabe scored 16 points and set a
single game record by dishing out 17 assists.
Nancy Garsick was the top scorer with 20
points, Lynn Ust hit for 12, and Jeri Smith
also scored 12 markers.  1994-In the first
round of the GMCT girls basketball tour-
ney, St. Mary’s pounded East Brunswick
Tech, 55-23.  Fateisha Bess tossed in 12
points, and Robyn Palomo added 11.  2002-
Cardinal McCarrick topped Middlesex, 51-
39.  Meghan Langan topped the scoring with
15 points, and Erin Kilduff tallied 11.

T.H.E.
Game

Sport-Girls Basketball
Teams-Hoffman (28-0) vs.
Florence (18-6) in the NJSIAA
Group I State semi-finals.
Year-1987
Recap-Superstar Lynn Ust went on a scor-
ing rampage, and broke her old single game
scoring record of 37 points, by pouring in 38
to lead the Lady Guvs to an 85-47 triumph
over Florence.  Tricia Popowski
tossed in 20 points, and Krissy Kuziemski
10.  Lisa Smith scored 8 points and set a new
school record for steals in a season by break-
ing Popowski’s mark of (130) which was
set in 1986.
MVP-Lynn Ust

Pavich Dies At 89
Former South Amboy resident, Pete

Pavich, 89, of Florida died on Jan. 2.  He
was considered by many, Hoffman High’s
best all-around athlete in the 1930’s, star-
ring in baseball and basketball.  In 1936, he
had the 2nd highest batting average on the
club with a sizzling .522 mark, helping to
lead the Guvs to a strong (10-3) record.

Pavich, a switch-hitting shortstop was
signed by the New York Giants, and went to
Spring Training in 1937, as an 18-year old
with the Jersey City Giants of the Interna-
tional League (AAA).  In the minors, he
faced Hall-of-Fame pitcher Warren Spahn
and Yankee legend, Allie Reynolds.  In ’42,
he went to Spring Training with the NY
Giants, who were managed by Hall-of-
Famer, Mel Ott, but went into the Army
where he served from 1942-45.  He re-
turned to the minors and continued to excel,
batting in the high .280’s throughout his
career.  In an SA Times interview in 1999,
he said, “If it wasn’t for the war, I feel
confident I would have made it to the ma-
jors.”  Pete managed Erie, PA in the Class
C Middle Atlantic League from 1949-50,
and won the pennant and a second half
championship in ’49.

Pete was the brother of the late and
beloved policeman/local umpire Al Pavich,
and uncle of South Amboy’s former Police
Chief Steve Pavich.

Those CYO Days
20 Years Ago
1987-St. Stan’s 8th grade team super-

star, John Kwiatkowski scored his 1,000th
point to lead his club to a 61-47 victory over
St. Bart’s of East Brunswick.  Kwiatkowski
also scored over 1,400 points when he played
for St. Stan’s 5th-6th grade team.

65 Years Ago
1942-Hoffman Governors’ superstar,

Walt Rogers had the highest scoring average
in Middlesex County, averaging over 14
points per game, which was a lot back then,
because team final scores were very low.
After every basket, play was halted, and
there was a center jump, which definitely
accounted for the low scoring outputs.

55 Years Ago
Jan. 29, 1952-Hoffman High’s super

center, big John Ciol set a new single-game
scoring record for Middlesex County, by
pouring in 65 points against Toms River.
Hoffman basketball legend, Charlie Koerner
was present and recalled, “Bob Munck and
Billy Kurtz threw Ciol some really good
passes to help him get the record.  The very
next game, against Lakewood, he scored 50
something points.”

Ciol’s record was shattered on Jan. 18,
1967, by St. Peter’s phenom, John Somogyi,
who poured in 66 points in a game.  A year
later, Perth Amboy’s Brian Taylor fired in
an unbelievable 84 points against St. Mary’s
Perth Amboy to tie a state
record.

Ciol’s record re-
mained at Hoffman/
South Amboy HS
for 51 years, until
2003, when Nick
Shaw burned the nets
for 73 points against
Perth Amboy Tech.

20 Years Ago
Jan. 27, 1987-St. Mary’s staged a huge

second half comeback to nip the Hoffman
Governors 78-77 on a layup at the buzzer by
Nick Ferraro.  With 0:20 left, Frank
Paczkowski hit a jumper to give the Saints a
76-75 lead.  Hoffman’s Billy Moskal came
right back and scored with 0:14 showing to
put the Guvs on top 77-76.  Kevin Byrne fed
Ferraro with the game-winner.  Bill Reilly
led the Eagles’ with 19 points and 11 re-
bounds.  Mike Dietrich scored 18, Byrne 14
and Ferraro 12.  The Purple & Gold’s Joe
Samuelson copped game scoring honors
with 25 points, while Moskal added 17 and
Dennis Leonard 14.

15 Years Ago
1992-The Hoffman girls basketball team

racked up one of the most lopsided victories
in the school’s history by annihilating
Woodbridge Tech, by a score of would you
believe, 86-5?  Jen Ingstrup topped all scor-
ers with 27 points, followed by Aneca
Matarangolo’s 19 and Shannon Reick with
13 markers.

Eagles’ Coaches
Career Records

Joe Lewis 202-101, .667; William
Garry 52-33, .612; Gil Pritchard 54-42,
.562; Luke Lenahan 64-62, .508; Bob
Howarth 73-71, .507.

*It is believed that Charlie Eppinger
has over 300 total career wins in basketball
and baseball.

Hall of Fame
Inductions

Local softball legends recently inducted
into the New Jersey Softball Hall of Fame
included: Bob “Whitey” Witkowski (2005),
Bob “Shinty” Kennedy (2006), and Stanley
Malecki (2006).  Belated congratulations
gentlemen on your truly outstanding ca-
reers!

1972 Men’s
Basketball Champs

English Chevron won the South Amboy
Men’s Senior Basketball League with an (8-
1) record, nipping Mike’s Corner (7-2).
There were no playoffs that season.  League
MVP, Rookie-Of-The-Year, and scoring
champion George Krzyzanowski averaged
(21.6) paced EC.  He was followed by Ed
“Such” Suchciki (15.2), Fran Fitzmorris
(15.1), Nick Charmello (10.4), John “Red”
Lange (6.9), Bill “Root Beer” Connors (5.7),
Coach-of-the-Year, Rick Ferguson (5.1),
Jerry Drill (5.0), Eugene Lopez (4.9), and
the late Steve “Ducky” Flanagan (4.1).

THIS ISSUE IS DEDICATED

IN MEMORY OF

THE SA TIMES

FEATURE WRITER

RUTH CONNORS

Thank You
Progressive

Diana Leveille would like to sincerely
thank Progressive Fire Company for its
generous donation to the Ryan Schaaf Ben-
efit Dec. 20-22.  It was an apparent over-
sight last month when they weren’t in-
cluded in the thank you letter.
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Look Familiar?

This happy couple stands with their newborn in front of the family’s ’60 Volkswagen.  Check
the background, and see if you can pinpoint where this vintage photo was taken.  (Photo
courtesy of Joanne Niestempski).  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com

National Career & Technical Education
Month

Students and faculty at the Middlesex
County Vocational and Technical Schools
are celebrating National Career and Techni-
cal Education Month during February. The
theme of the month long celebration, Career
Tech: Today an Education, Tomorrow a
Career, highlights the importance of career
and technical education in providing the
essential skills necessary to succeed in the
future. The campuses in the district have
planned a number of activities to commemo-
rate Career Technical Education Week, Feb-
ruary 11-17, 2007.

The East Brunswick Campus will host
a Tea for the parents of 9th grade students
where they will hear an overview of the
programs and services available to students
and visit their child’s career major class-
room.  Counselors will distribute recogni-
tion awards to selected students for their
accomplishments in class; career major in-
structors will select students to be recog-
nized as “most improved” in their programs.

The Perth Amboy Campus will sponsor
activities developed by each career major
instructor.  Presenters from Carpenters Lo-
cal #1006 and Plumbers Local # 26 will give
presentations about the opportunities in the
Apprentice Program.   Two former gradu-
ates Javier Parreno (Electrical Technology)
and Jefrey Betances (Computer Systems
Technology) will discuss their experiences
in the workforce. The Computer Applica-
tions for Business program will host a break-
fast celebration for students to discuss ca-
reer opportunities.  Auto Mechanic students
will illustrate with posters the effective safety
practices and procedures in their career
major. The Computer Assisted Drafting and
Design program will host a representative
from Middlesex County College to discuss
the educational opportunities at the college.
The Culinary Arts program will host an ice
cream party for invited guests.

At the Piscataway campus on February
14, the Cooperative Education Program will
host a Career Day consisting of area busi-

ness people, alumni and other interested
parties.  General information sharing, net-
working and other career oriented activities
will be incorporated to provide insight into
the world of work.  Counselors will visit
career major classes to discuss different
career opportunities.  Students in English
classes will write a persuasive essay on
“Why you should become an auto mechanic,
hairstylist, baker, etc.” History students will
select a famous entrepreneur and write a
short biographical report.

At the Woodbridge campus parents will
be invited to attend a student breakfast that
will honor students who received academic
and perfect attendance awards for the sec-
ond marking period as well as the best in
shop awards.  Students in Baking will par-
ticipate in a demonstration of cake decorat-
ing with a Valentine’s Day theme and share
baked items.  The Computer Applications
for Business/Health Careers is sponsoring a
presentation by the New Jersey Institute of
Technology on Careers in Computers.
Health screenings for parents and fellow
students for height, weight, and blood pres-
sure will be conducted by Health Technol-
ogy students. Related health posters will be
displayed throughout the building.

The culminating event of month will be
the Career Tech Expo on February 28, 2007.
This event, held at each of the campuses,
requires a team of students to demonstrate
their skills in a presentation of a concept in
their selected career majors.  The presenta-
tion is evaluated and rated by a panel of three
invited judges from business and industry in
the area. Trophies will be awarded to the
first, second and third place winners and
they will have their names and photographs
displayed in their buildings. Students who
take part in the Career Tech Expo will be
awarded medals and certificates of partici-
pation.

For more information about the
Middlesex County Vocational and Techni-
cal Schools, call 732-257-3300 ext. 1913
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Obituaries
Alimonti, Judith, 80, of South Amboy

died on Feb. 7.
Appel, Charles, 44, of South Amboy

died on Feb. 1.
Batruk, Audrey C., of South Amboy

died on Jan. 30.
Bielak, Pauline M., 89, of Sayreville

died on Jan. 11.
Bilas, Barbara C., 90, formerly of South

Amboy died on Feb. 13.
Bird, Douglas E., 51, of Madison Park

died on Jan. 14.
Borke, Sophie “Cathy,” of Parlin died

on Feb. 7.
Boudinot, Verna K., 85, of South

Amboy died on Feb. 9.
Boulton, John R. “Randy,” 48, of

Sayreville died on Jan. 29.
Bowen, Sheldon, 91, formerly of South

Amboy died on Feb. 2.
Clayton, Constance, 75, formerly of

South Amboy died on Jan. 15.
Connors, Gladys Ruth, 83, of South

Amboy died on Feb. 19.
Creash, Nicholas “Nicky,” 43, of

Sayreville died on Feb. 9.
Credico, Robert J. “Bobby,” 58, of South

Amboy died on Feb. 12.
Del Duca, Anita, 64, formerly of

Sayreville died on Jan. 30.
Fanning, John “Jack,” 85, of Sayreville

died on Jan. 17.
Fazzaro, Kelly Ann McCarthy, 45, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Feb. 11.
Feltz, Marian Elva, 84, formerly of

Parlin died on Jan. 28.
Francik, Anne, 84, of Parlin died on

Feb. 8.
Giunta, Angelina “Angie,” 82, of South

Amboy died on Jan. 17.
Golaszewski, Sophie Popowski, 90, of

Sayreville died on Jan. 27.
Hathcock, Susanna B., 80, of Morgan

died on Feb. 13.
Heitzenroeder, Nancy Niewinski, 53,

of Sayreville died on Jan. 15.
Horvath, Olga “Ollie,” 80, of Morgan

died on Jan. 27.
Jacheo, Josephine A., 98, of Parlin died

on Feb. 2.
Jackson, Eugene C., 78, formerly of

Parlin died on Jan. 23.
Jankech, Louis J., 76, formerly of Mor-

gan died on Feb. 7.
Klimek, Henrietta Gieraltowski, 90, of

Sayreville died on Feb. 5.
Krainski, Theodore J. Jr., 57, formerly

of Sayreville died on Feb. 8.
Krause, Richard A., 75, of Sayreville

died on Feb. 6.
Kruszewski, Rosella, 81, of Sayreville

died on Feb. 1.
Lepkowski, Mary T., 86, of Sayreville

died on Jan. 31.
Mahon, Thomas H., 57, of Sayreville

died on Feb. 8.
Majkowski, Edward, 96, of Parlin died

on Feb. 2.
Massie, Dorothy, 75, of Sayreville died

on Jan. 19.
Mazzella, Carmella, 79, of Parlin died

on Feb. 7.
McGuffey, Robert, 83, of Sayreville

died on Jan. 19.
Ogborne, Mary L., 97, of Morgan died

on Jan. 16.
Pillar, Bruce, 60, of Morgan died on

Jan. 12.
Plana, Ananias “Andy,” 64, formerly

of Sayreville died on Feb. 3.
Roberts, Christina Glikas, 61, formerly

of South Amboy died on Jan. 20.
Roberts, Thomas E. “Tweet,” 80, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Jan. 28.
Rowley, Alberta, 80, of South Amboy

died on Feb. 5.
Saccente, Jack G., 88, of Morgan died

on Jan. 16.
Semoneit, Diane, 67, of Morgan died

on Jan. 16.
Thompson, Rose M., 96, formerly of

Sayreville died on Feb. 10.
Turnbull, Julia,  85, of Sayreville died

on Jan. 13.
Varsolona, Ann Marie, 39, of Parlin

died on Feb. 11.
Vitale, Joseph A., 50, of Parlin died on

Feb. 4.
Waraksa, Helen, 89, of Parlin died on

Feb. 10.
Woj, Edward J., 75, formerly of South

Amboy died on Jan. 12.
Zammit, Gerard “Gerald,” 41, of Parlin

died on Jan. 11.
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Pollando Praises Sabert Project

Sera & Sabert Sign AgreementDieker Farm To Be Protected In Perpetuity
Sayreville Council President Thomas

Pollando today announced that an agree-
ment has been reached to preserve the 17.4
acre Dieker Farm in the Borough of
Sayreville.

“Through the use of Farmland Preser-
vation funds, we have denied builders the
opportunity to build more houses in our
town,” said Pollando (D-Sayreville) “With
the help of Assemblyman John Wisniewski
and the Board of Chosen Freeholders in
Middlesex County we have ensured that this
land will be protected as farmland forever.”

“As the last remaining farm in the 19th
Legislative District, it was of the highest
importance to me that we save this farm
from development.  It is with great pleasure
that we announce that instead of more houses,
this land will continue to be a farm that can
be enjoyed by residents of Sayreville and the
entire state for so many years to come,” said
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski (D-
Sayreville).

“Acquisition of open space is a key
priority for the Council.  The fact that the
Dieker farm will remain protected from
development is great for our town and I am
so pleased to be part of the team that helped
make this a reality,” said Councilman Stanley
Drwal (D-Sayreville), who is also Liaison to
the Borough’s Environmental Commission.

Under an agreement signed today, the
Dieker family will receive $207,000 per

acre for the purchase of development rights
to their property.  As a condition of the
agreement, the land can never be developed.

“It has been the pleasure of our family
to farm this land since 1903 and we look
forward to continuing to do so.  I thank the
state, the county, Assemblyman Wisniewski
and the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Sayreville for helping our family pre-
serve our farm forever,” said James Dieker.

Funding for the $3.6 million dollar pur-
chase is provided by the State of New Jersey
and by the County of Middlesex.  Last night,
the Freeholder Director David Crabiel pre-
sented Council President Thomas Pollando,
Councilman Dennis Grobelny and Council-
man Rory Zach with a check for $900,450
for the County’s portion of the sale.

The Dieker Farm, 17.4-acres of prop-
erty between Bordentown Avenue and the
Garden State Parkway, is the oldest working
farm in Sayreville and the last remaining
working farm in the 19th Legislative Dis-
trict.  The farm is currently operated by
James Dieker whose grandfather, Fred
Dieker, started the farm in 1903.  Flowers,
tomatoes, peppers, corn, peaches and other
produce are grown on the farm.  A Farm
Stand, on Bordentown Avenue, is open in
the spring and summer from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and
Sundays.

Sayreville Borough Council President
Thomas Pollando praised the Sayreville Eco-
nomic and Redevelopment Agency (SERA)
and Sabert Corporation for signing a Rede-
velopment Agreement for a $6 million re-
search and development center that will also
serve as Sabert’s world headquarters.

The facility will be built on a 12-acre
tract owned by Middlesex County Utilities
Authority,  near the Main Street Extension.

“This is great news,” said Pollando.
“The Borough Council wants all of our
boards to move Sayreville forward and I’m
happy to see that SERA has stepped up to
the plate in cooperation with the MCUA
with an excellent project.”  The Sabert world

headquarters is exactly the kind of develop-
ment the Council wants to attract-they will
bring us significant tax revenue, yet there
will be no burden on local services or the
school system.  Furthermore, a research and
development center will provide our town
with upscale jobs that will help the local
economy,” he stated.

Annual Egg Hunt
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will

sponsor its Annual Egg Hunt on Sat., March
31 at the Boro Hall Fields at 10 a.m.  For
more information, call 732-390-7092 or 390-
7096.

The Sayreville Economic and Redevel-
opment Agency (SERA) and Sabert Corpo-
ration have signed a Redevelopment Agree-
ment for a $6 million research and develop-
ment center that will also serve as Sabert’s
world headquarters.  The new 167,000 square
feet facility will be located on a 12 acre tract
along the Main Street Extension that is
currently owned by the Middlesex County
Utilities Authority (MCUA).

SERA Chairperson Christine Spezzi
welcomed the project, saying, “We are all
very proud that a growing company like
Sabert has chosen Sayreville for their world
headquarters.  Their success is Sayreville’s
success.”

Sabert, SERA and the MCUA have
already signed real estate agreements where
the property will be sold for $1,884,000.
MCUA had deemed the land to be surplus
property but did not want to sell directly to
a private buyer.  Instead, MCUA, working
in conjunction with SERA, has agreed to
sell the property to SERA, as another public
agency, for its appraised value and SERA
will then transfer the property to Sabert.
Under the redevelopment agreement, Sabert

will also pay SERA 3.5% of the purchase
price ($65,940) for its role in facilitating the
transaction.

Councilman Dennis Grobelny, who is a
SERA commissioner, stated that “Sabert
will provide Sayreville with a good clean tax
ratable.  If they were just building 167,000
square feet of warehouse space, we could
look forward to about $132,000 in property
taxes.  With corporate offices and research
& development involved, the tax revenues
should be significantly higher.”

Sabert manufactures food packaging
products and started its operations in
Sayreville in 1989 with a 50,000 square foot
facility.  Since then it has had three expan-
sions for a total of 250,000 square feet and
now also as manufacturing plants overseas.
Sabert has had over 10 years of double digit
sales growth and has now outgrown the
offices in its present facility.  While keeping
their present facility in operation, Sabert’s
new building will house 50,000 square feet
of office space for its world headquarters,
plus additional space for research and devel-
opment and for distribution.
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Fishing Flashes
By  Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The Mackerel have just about left. Her-

ring still remain and can be caught from
shore with Sabiki rigs in coastal rivers.  That
leaves us with Ling fishing from Party boats
and it is very good on those boats that go
offshore.  Some Sea Bass remain on off-
shore wrecks but are thinning out.  Quite a
few big Blackfish, some going over 13 lbs
are being caught on these grounds. The
Atlantic Marine Fishing Commission has
recommended cutting the Blackfish recre-
ational fishing limits cut even more without
addressing the illegal live fish market prob-
lem caused by Asian Restaurant demands.
A handful of Whiting have been caught.
Don’t expect miracles, as these former plen-
tiful fish are still scarce.  The Spring Dogfish
problem continues wherever you fish off-
shore.  The 2007 Fluke allowable recre-
ational harvest has been cut back. No new
Regulations yet but the outlook is not good.
I can see a 17-inch size limit coming, which
means less fish to keep! Winter Flounder
fishing remains closed.  March 1st you can
fish in the Bay and keep Striped Bass with 2
at 28 inches.
Fresh Water

Most waters are frozen due to the in-
tense cold. There is some Ice fishing going
on. Lake Hopatcong coves seem to be the
best bet with a Yellow Perch bite going on
small jigs and grubs.  Some nice Pickerel
also on live Shiners.  I also saw some fisher-
man Ice fishing on Farrington Lake.

MOM
By Donna Esposito

You’re the most wonderful woman
Any child could ever have
You’re so precious, thoughtful and dear
And you have always been there
Since I was born, you loved me a lot
Through all of my years, I never forgot
For all that you have done since I was born
I could not ask for a better “Mom”
I will always love you, dear mother of mine
And I’ll always remember why you put me
in line
When I had a problem, you were always
there
You guided me and helped me so very near
I want to “thank you” for giving me
All the love and care so tenderly.

St. Patty’s Day
Dance

A St. Patty’s Day Oldies Dance will be
held on Sat., Mar. 17, 8-12 p.m. at Knights
of Columbus, 61 Pine St., Old Bridge.  DJ
music by Tony of Memory Lane Oldies.
For complete info call Tony 732-251-0970.

Human Behavior
Classes

The Gathering Place, located at 130
Bray Ave., Middletown will be offering the
following classes on Wednesdays in March
from 7:30-9 p.m., and will be presented by
Sister Peggy Noone unless otherwise noted.
Cost is $10 per session.

March 7-Need For An Emotional Plan
For Retirement (Pat Burke); March 14-Griev-
ing The Healthy Way (Pat Burke); March
21-The Path of Joy Creates Freedom; March
28-Learning Unconditional Love.

European Trips
Two trips are planned to Europe in the

summer of 2008.  An adult trip to Scotland
and Ireland in August, and an adult/student
trip to Italy.  If interested in either, call 732-
525-5303.

Bear Program At
Cheesequake

Cheesequake State Park will offer a
special program on March 4, “Salute The
Bears” at its Interpretive Center.  Learn
about the history of Smokey The Bear and
the NJ Black Bear.  Each participant should
bring in their own “Teddy Bear.”  The event
begins at 1 p.m. and is FREE and open to all
ages.  For more info call 732-566-3208.
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Kids Had Great
Christmas

The O’Brien twins, Johnny and Eddie,
along with their brother Jimmy “Troubles,”
turned in another outstanding job for man-
kind this past Christmas in Seattle, WA,
where they reside.

The Forgotten Children’s Fund, which
they’ve been members of for over 30 years,
provided a beautiful Christmas for the less
fortunate, this year, aiding 814 homes, with
10,000 gifts for 2,874 needy children.   954
brand new bicycles and safety helmets were
included.  The fine organization had help
from 800-1,000 volunteers, with 40 Santas
delivering the goods.  In a coast-to-coast
telephone conversation with Ed, he stated
that his brother John is the president of the
Fund, and “It is such a reward to us, to be
able to bring happiness and joy to the needy
at Christmas.”

South Amboy is truly proud of its na-
tive sons, Johnny, Eddie and Jimmy O’Brien
for their kindness and dedication to the poor
and needy.  Great job, guys!

Snakes Program
Cheesequake State Park will feature

“Gerry’s World of Snakes” on March 25, 1
p.m. at the Interpretive Center.  Special
guest, Gerry Wronski, will discuss and show
examples of the snakes of the New World.
This slithery show is FREE and open to all
ages.  For more info call 732-566-3208.

OLV Seniors
Meeting

The OLV Seniors group will hold their
monthly meeting on Friday, March 2, 2007 at
1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main
Street in Sayreville. The group will have a
small St. Patrick celebration. For further in-
formation contact Teri at (732) 727 – 7639.

Local Musician Makes All State Band

Michael Squillace

On January 20, 2007, student musi-
cians from throughout the state of New
Jersey competed for place-
ment in the New Jersey All-
State Band. For the first part
of the audition, students had
to demonstrate competency
in scales and sight-reading.
The next section involved
the performance of a pro-
fessional level classical
solo. Congratulations to
junior Michael Squillace of
Morgan for his acceptance
into this prestigious group.
He competed against over
300 other musicians
throughout the state to earn
his spot. He will be record-
ing a compact disc with this
group and will perform at Newark’s NJPAC
auditorium in late February.  Prior to be

Thrift Store Open
The Christ Church Thrift Store is open

once again.  They are operating out of the
Memorial Hall on Fourth St. on Tuesday
and Thursday from 1-3 p.m.  Winter dona-
tions only are now being accepted.

My Dad
By Donna Esposito

My dad, my dad, a World War II vet
A wonderful man, anyone has met
He was in Japan and in the Philippines
And all over the world shooting guns and
machines
As a soldier he fought for our country so
proud
He heard guns and bombs that was so loud
He’ll always be a soldier in the United States
Army
Because he fought for us and this mighty
country
My dad, my dad, a World War II vet
The greatest man, we’ll never forget
He’ll always be proud that he served and
fought
And we’re proud of him, from what he has
taught
He fought for us so our country would be
free
To bring peace, freedom and harmony
My dad, my dad a World War II vet
The greatest “Dad and Soldier” anyone has
met.

allowed to audition for the All-State Band,
Michael competed against 109 clarinetists

from central NJ. Michael re-
ceived the 2nd highest score
in the solo category. The re-
quired solo was the Mozart
Concerto in A, movements
II and III. Michael has been
actively involved with the
Sayreville music program as
a saxophonist and clarinetist
since the seventh grade. He
was a member of the
Sayreville Marching Unit
and Jazz Ensemble for four
years. He has also been a
member of the Sayreville
High School Concert Band
for the past three years. In
the history of Sayreville high

school, there were only two other musicians
to be selected for the N.J. All-State Band.

South Amboy resident Jennifer Kurtz was
recently crowned the 2007 Parade Queen
by the Middlesex County Emerald Society.
The ceremony was held at Sciortino’s
Harbor Lights on February 19th.  Look for
Jen in the South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day
Parade on March 10th.
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(732) 721-1166

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

“Beatlemania
Now”-March 31

St. Mary Elementary School presents a
live on-stage tribute to The Beatles, as seen
on Broadway!  This 2-hour extravaganza is
set for Sat., March 31, 8 p.m. in the school
gym.  Featuring big-screen video presenta-
tion and performing over 35 songs,
“Beatlemania Now” chronologically traces
The Beatles career from their 1964 US debut
explosion on the Ed Sullivan Show, to the
“Let It Be” finale in 1970.  Five scenes are
presented, corresponding to different and
distinct musical periods: Scene I-The Beatles
Invasion (1964); Scene II-Where It All Be-
gan (1961-63); Scene III-Help and Beyond-
Part 1 and 2 (1965-66); Scene IV-The Magi-
cal Years-Part 1 and 2 (1967); Scene V-The
Dream Is Over (1968-70.)

A few songs you’ll hear include: “I
Want To Hold Your Hand,” “I Saw Hear
Standing There,” “Money,” “Roll Over
Beethoven,” “Yesterday,” “In My Life,”
“Strawberry Fields,” “I Am The Walrus,”
“Penny Lane,” “All You Need Is Love,”
“Hey Jude,” and many more!

There are no tracks, tapes or background
music of any kind used during a “Beatlemania
Now” performance.  All Songs are per-
formed LIVE!

Tickets are very limited and selling
very quickly, and are priced at $30, $20 and
$15 (bleacher seats).  You may purchase
tickets at the Elementary School during
school hours (8 a.m. to 2 p.m.), at Todd’s
Dugout Sports CafÈ, 200 South Stevens
Ave., the Parish Office (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.),
Jimmy’s Broadway Diner, or by calling
Kevin O’Connor at 908-812-4193.  For more
info call Kevin or the Elementary School
732-721-1514.

Why Seniors Fall
More than 30% of older adults fall

every year, after incurring substantial per-
sonal pain and financial costs.  One in 20
hospitalizations of older people is directly
related to falling.  A fall of a senior can cause
hip, knee and ankle fractures.  Head injuries
which may cause bleeding into the brain and
death can be brought on by a fall.  The
annual expense for fall-related injuries in
the US adult population over the age of 65,
is greater than 20 billion dollars.

Prevention of falls begins with identi-
fying potentially treatable conditions, such
as: side effects of medication, fainting spells,
dizziness, lightheadedness, impaired vision
and leg pain.  Independent of the reasons for
falls in an older adult, two strategies can
reduce the risks, home safety and improved
physical conditioning.

Home Safety
1. Good lighting throughout the house.

2. Hand rails on stairs, next to the toilet, in
the shower and tub.  3. Remove or stabilize
furniture that can slip away.  4. Supportive
non-slip footwear and not walking in stock-
ing feet.

Physical conditioning with a structured
supervised exercise program, dealing with
balance and strength training.  These steps
will decrease the risk of falls.  As always, an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure.

St. Stan’s Fish Fry
St. Stan’s will hold a Fish Fry on Fri.,

Feb. 23 from 4-7 p.m. at St. Stan’s School
Cafeteria, 221 MacArthur Ave., Sayreville.
Dinner includes filet of flounder, vegetable,
choice of baked potato, fries, or noodles and
cabbage, beverage & dessert.  Tickets are
$12.  Also available a la carte: pizza, mac &
cheese, clam chowder, mozzarella sticks,
noodles & cabbage.
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Pete Casey
continued from page 1

family moved in with his grandparents on
Henry St., South Amboy in 1918.  Pete lived
there until he married Mary Carini in 1940,
and lived on Main Street.  She was from
Indiana, and visiting her father in Jamesburg,
NJ, when they met at a party given by Mary
Vail.  “She was a wonderful person and gave
me 2 beautiful daughters.  God called her
home in ’72 after 34 years of happy married
life,” Casey recalled.

His father went into the milk business
after the Morgan Explosion in 1918, and
Pete started working with him when he was
just 8 years old, and continued delivering
milk until 1960.  “Dad built a house on
Bordentown Ave. with an ice box in one
garage, and we trucked the milk from
Somerville everyday and put it in the ice
box.  The next day at 3:30 a.m. we began our
deliveries,” he said.  Pete truly enjoyed the
job, “I liked seeing the wonderful people of
South Amboy.  I knew lots of the people, and
never forgot that I was a small cog in the
wheel of progress.”  However, the business
got tough, and in 1960,  it was time to change
career fields.  Pete credits old friend Rosario
Chuilli (Former owner of Green’s Men Shop
on Broadway) with helping him get a posi-
tion as a teller in the Amboy-Madison Na-
tional Bank in Sayre Woods.  “They said I’d
never last, but I retired from there in 1994
after 34 years,” said Casey, who worked
until the age of 81.  Dedication and determi-
nation obviously paid off for this good fam-
ily man.

Pete Casey also saw more than his share
of action in the U.S. Army in World War II,
as a member of the famous Thunderbirds
45th Infantry Division from Oklahoma.
They were mostly American Indians, the
original “Wind Talkers” used by the Army
to create a communications code that the
Germans could not break.  Casey received
many honors including New Jersey’s Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, 3 Bronze Stars,
and his troop received the Presidential Unit
Citation, and to its’ credit, 8 Battle Stars, of
which Pete, as Tech Sergeant, received 6,
including an amphibious landing in south-
ern France.  His outfit also assisted in the
evacuation of Normandy.   His oldest daugh-
ter, Corinne was 9 months old when he left,
and 3 years old when he returned.

He recalled that “There were 200 ships
sent to Europe, and it took 30 days to get
across the ocean, and they could not get into
Naples Harbor, to debark, so they went to
Catano, Sicily, the most beautiful place I’ve
ever found.  The scent of orange blossoms
coming across the lagoon every night would
make you hungry.”  The Thunderbirds then
went into Naples as replacements, and then
to the front lines in Anzio.

7,000 troops from the 45th had been
killed in Anzio, Italy, and Pete was given the
dangerous job of 2nd Scout.  They were on
the front line for 79 straight days until being
relieved by the 102nd Division.  They headed
back to Rome to visit Pope Pius XII, but as
fate would have it, the truck Pete was riding

in broke down, and the others went
ahead for an audience with the pope.  Pete,
choked with emotion, recalled vividly the
event, even though over 60 years had passed,
“After our truck was repaired, Lt. Longo
pulled up in front of St. Peter’s Basilica and
got out and went inside and met the old
monsignor.  The pope came out, and walked
through the door of the Sistine Chapel to
where we were standing.  I couldn’t describe
the most beautiful man!  Radiation showed
all over him!  The monsignor said to Lt.
Longo, who also served as interpreter, ‘Are
there any Catholic boys with you?  I know
you have a lot of non-Catholics.  I’ve heard
about your outfit.’  Longo told him that he
had two, both from New Jersey, Tech Sgt.
Casey from South Amboy, and Tech Sgt.
Baran from Perth Amboy.  Lt. Longo was
told to “bring them to his Holiness, he wants
to give them a special papal blessing.”

What followed next was what Pete
Casey called “the second greatest moment
in my life.”  He describes the events, “When
Pope Pius XII put his hand on my head, I was

continued on page 27
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Heavy-duty construction machinery has begun work on the beach section at Waterfront
Park.  The area, not far from the gazebo/circle portion of the park was battered by tropical
storm Ernesto last year.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Waterfront Park Beach Project
By Steve Schmid

South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary
is looking forward to the completion of the
repair work at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park
by early spring.  The scenic overlook part of
the park has been blocked to traffic to allow
bulldozers and trucks to continue work on
the installation of a stone breakwater.
O’Leary said hundreds of large rocks are
being placed along 400 feet on each side of
the B. Judith Lecki Pedestrian Bridge, and
this will help protect the David Crabiel

walkway.  O’Leary noted the park repairs
are being funded by a Middlesex County
Open Space grant.  He expects the work to
be completed by April.  The project is being
done to repair park damage caused by last
year’s Labor Day Weekend storm.  Rem-
nants of Tropical Storm Ernesto created
heavy surf on Raritan Bay which under-
mined the pedestrian walkway and bridge,
and eroded portions of the beach.

Pete Casey
continued from page 26

shocked!  I didn’t know what to do or say.  I
couldn’t speak!  It was such a wonderful
ceremony!  Lt. Longo translated the Pope’s
blessing, “May, God grant you peace and
safety, and may you go home in one piece.”
Thank God the blessing worked and Pete
was spared through the brutal war.  “I think
his blessing is why I’m still living at 92.
After Pope Pius blessed us, I honestly never
thought we’d live to see elderly years.  The
going was so rough and you didn’t know
when your life was going to be snuffed out,”
said Casey.  “I almost got it once in France.
A bullet scraped the side of my head, but he
isn’t around to talk about it.  I got the
German.  I saw where the smoke from the
gun shot came from in the trees,” he said.
The Thunderbirds then went back on line
into Southern France and then to the Aus-
trian border.

The Division was responsible for the
liberation of Dachau Concentration Camp
in Germany, and fought from Italy through
France and into the Black Forest, Munich
until the end of the European War.   What a
truly brave and courageous group of sol-
diers who fought for our freedom!

Pete Casey said that he is most proud of
“Trying to be a good living man.  My parents
and grandparents wanted us to be worth-
while.”    He hopes to be remembered “Not
as an old crab.  A guy who’s willing to do
favors for people.” Pete takes people to
church every week.  “I try to be honest with
people, and want them to be the same with
me,” he said.

Mr. Pete Casey, you’ve have one fabu-
lous life!  Thank you for fighting for the
U.S., and thank you for making the world a
much better place!

Casey Notes & Quotes:
*Pete’s real name is Walter J.  His

grandfather also had a son and nephew named
Walter, and gave them different nicknames
to avoid confusion when he would call them.
“Everyone knows me by Pete, not Walter,”
he stated.

*His father, Robert was elected the first
Republican Mayor in South Amboy in 1940.

*Pete’s milk delivery business was
called Raritan Valley Farms.  How many SA
Times readers had their milk delivered by
Pete?

*Meeting Pope Pius XII was his second
greatest memory.  Pete’s top memory was
marrying his wife Mary.

*His hobbies were Model Railroad
trains; golfing with the SA Knights of Co-
lumbus Council #426, going to dances with
his wife.

  “I had 2 left feet,” he joked.  He
bowled for many years in the K of C Bowl-
ing League.  He currently enjoys putting
puzzles together.

*Franklin D. Roosevelt was his favor-
ite president.  “He gives me the living I have
now, Social Security, and took care of the
boys,” said Casey.

*At almost 93, he is active in many
organizations including: American Legion;
VFW; St. Mary’s Senior Citizens; South
Amboy Senior Citizens; Ancient Order of
Hibernians, David B. Kelly Chapter; The
South Amboy Irish American Association.
He said, “You name it, I belong to it.”

*He was President of the South Amboy
Lions Club in 1955, and is one of the longest
serving members of the South Amboy
Knights of Columbus Council #426, serving
70 years.

*Casey has served on the South Amboy
Housing Authority.

*Pete is the only surviving charter mem-
ber of the South Amboy First Aid Squad,
formed in 1931, and still actively sells 50/50
tickets monthly at Foodtown with the Squad.

*His daughters are Mary and Corinne.
Mary is a teacher at Perth Amboy and re-
sides in Point Pleasant.  Corinne is a super-
intendent in a hospital in San Mateo, Cali-
fornia.

*Pete truly loves the City of South
Amboy, and says, “South Amboy was al-
ways a beautiful town and always will be
beautiful.  There are a lot of improvements
here today which I never dreamed about.
That’s progress.”

The South Amboy Lady Governors’ junior, Lindsay Polak has been on a scoring tear as of
late.  During a 3-game stretch, she pumped in 24 points against Piscataway Tech, 18 vs.
Perth Amboy Tech, and a career-high of 28 in a victory over East Brunswick Tech, for a 3-
game average of 23.3.  (Photos by Brian Stratton)

2007 First Aid Officers
The South Amboy First Aid Squad Of-

ficers for 2007 were recently elected.  They
are as follows: Executive Officers-Presi-
dent-William K. Parsons; Vice President-
James “Doc” Ryan; Recording Secretary-
Heather Parsons; Treasurer-Tom Hoover;
Trustees-D.J. Salmon, Bridget Mader, Jill
Shackelton, John Kelly, Robert Sekerak.
Ambulance Officers-Capt.-Chris Mader;
Asst. Capt.-Steve Maslowski; 1st Lt.-Eliza-
beth Leveille; 2nd Lt.-Rob Sekerak; 3rd Lt.-
William Wern.  Chief Driver-Daniel J.

Salmon; 1st Asst. Driver-John Kelly; 2nd
Asst. Driver-Thomas Parsons; Financial
Secretary-Veronica Steiner; Instructor Ad-
visor-Lee Steiner; Sgt. At Arms-Steve
Maslowski; Squad Chaplain-James “Doc”
Ryan.

As always, the Squad is looking for
good members, training is provided FREE
of charge.  Stop by the building or phone
732-721-1005 (recorder) for an application
for Cadet (16-18), Regular or Associate.
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