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Sayreville Is One Of
The Best Towns

Legion Falls In
District Play

The Borough of Sayreville was selected
number 47 in Money Magazine as one of the
Top 100 “Best Places To Live” in the United
States. The selections were limited to populations between 7,500 and 50,000 residents.
The magazine did not use towns with
lower average incomes, and used statistics
such as school test scores, crime rates, and
other quality-of-life statistics. The #1 selection was Middleton, Wisconsin.
Sayreville has a median family income
of $76,129, and from 2000-06, job growth
showed 13.4%. Sayreville has 96 colleges,
universities, and professional schools within
a 30 mile radius, compared to the National
Best Place average of 29. The test scores of
6.7 in reading and 13 in math is above the
national average.
The air quality index is good, personal
and property crime rates are low, and the
racial diversity index is high. Sayreville has
5,280 restaurants and 420 bars within 15
miles, and 180 golf courses with 30 minutes.

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post
62 of South Amboy baseball team was eliminated from District 3 Tournament play at
West Deptford, NJ recently. In the double
elimination tourney, Freehold downed SA,
5-1 in the first game, but our local stars
bounced back to shutout Wharton, 8-0 behind a brilliant pitching performance by
Brian Seres. Next up for Post 62 was powerhouse West Windsor-Plainsboro, who
ended South Amboy’s dream season by
beating them, 17-7. Congratulations to Post
62 for one incredible season, as they finished with a superb overall record of (22-4),
in route to winning the Middlesex County
American Legion Championship!

Talented?
South Amboy Mayor, John T. O’Leary (l) swears in the city’s newest Police Sergeant, George
F. Kern III (2nd from r) as his fiancee Betty Jo Kudelka (2nd from l) looks on and his son George
F. Kern IV (r) holds the bible.

CERT Program
Coming To
Sayreville

North Carolina
Striper Caught
South Amboy’s Charlie Koerner, while
fishing on Capt. Jack Seaman’s boat, “Barbara S.,” caught a 22 lb. 2 oz. striped bass in
June, measuring out at 38 inches. The fish
had a U.S. Federal tag, and Koerner mailed
the number on the tag. He received information that the bass was tagged on January
2003 at North Carolina, and weighed 12
lbs., and was 29 inches. Incredible catch,
Charlie!

The national CERT program is coming
to Sayreville! In this program you will learn
first aid, search and rescue, basic fire safety,
evacuation technique, and ways to improve
safety in your neighborhood.
You must be at least a high school
senior to qualify for this community program, and if you want more information,
come see a slide presentation on Aug. 20, 7
p.m. at the Sayreville Knights of Columbus.
Instructors from the Middlesex office of
OEM and CERT team will be in attendance
to meet, and light refreshments will be served.
For more info, call Jack at 848-228-0126.

OLV Street Fair
Our Lady of Victories Street Fair will
be held on Saturday, September 8, 2007,
from 1PM – 9PM on the Parish grounds on
Main Street on Sayreville. The street fair
will offer delicious ethnic foods from the
food court such as kielbasi and sauerkraut,
pierogies, and sausage, in addition to the
Philippine Barbecue, Spezzi’s mouth-watering specialties, delicious funnel cakes,
and the Beer Garden.
Entertainment will be provided throughout the day by DJs Joann and Joe Walter,
9South will perform at 4PM and The Fog
will perform at 6PM. There will be 50/50
drawings during the day with a Super 50/50
being drawn at the end of the evening. Wheels
of chance will be available. Kids games and
attractions will also be offered. An inflatable moonwalk and a 24 ft. giant fly will also
be available for the children. Vendors and
crafters will also be selling their merchandise. Bring the entire family for a fun-filled
day of enjoyment. For further information
contact the parish office at (732) 257-0077.

Three Selected For
Agency
Hurricanes Capture Tourneys
The Sayreville Athletic Association
Hurricanes defeated South Brunswick, 8-4
to capture the U10 Girls Championship of
the Hazlet Tournament. Sayreville defeated
Wall Township, Ewing and Howell to advance to the championship game as the
tournament’s #1 seed.
The Hurricanes also took first place in
the Sayreville Athletic Association’s tournament, held the weekend of August 3rd.
The girls defeated Monroe, Edison and
Holmdel to advance to the championship
game as the #1 seed. The championship

game vs. #2 Edison, resulted in a 5-3 win for
the Hurricanes.
The Hurricanes compiled an impressive 9-0-1 record throughout the two tournaments.
The team was coached by Mike
Povelaitis, Ray Marcinczyk and Bob
Clayton. The Sayreville Hurricanes are
Chelsea Ansley, Brittany Clayton, Allie
Espositio, Samantha Evans, Keelyn Leonard,
Amanda Marcinczyk, Amber Morgan, Alexa
Povelaitis, Megan Quinlan, Heather
Sootkoos and Lianne Villano.

Kevin Meszaros, Harry Gelder and
Melvin Rosado were selected by the South
Amboy City Council to the Redevelopment
Agency. All three men will serve 4-year
terms through June 30, 2011. Congratulations!

Southside Johnny
Coming To Town
Legendary Jersey Shore rockers/recording artists, Southside Johnny & The Asbury
Jukes will be headlining the 6th Annual
Raritan Bay Seafood Festival on September
9th at Waterfront Park.
The event, sponsored by The City of
South Amboy and the Borough of Sayreville
will run from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Southside
and his band will perform at 2:30 p.m. Joe
Bellia, former South Amboy resident and
St. Mary’s Grammar School graduate is the
band’s fabulous drummer.

NEXT ISSUE

SEPT 15TH

Successful
Fundraiser
Shore Gate Condominium Association
sponsored a fund-raising picnic for the benefit of ARMS (American Recreational Military Services) on July 28. Lina Dreesen and
Beatrice Harvey coordinated the function
which was a huge success. All monetary
donations, boxes and bags packed with items
from “the military wish list” were given to
Ronnie Micciulla, the Executive Director of
A.R.M.S. that afternoon.

Do you have a special talent, singing,
dancing, musical instrument, magic, etc.? If
so, contestants are being sought for the
Raritan Bay Seafood Festival’s 6th Annual
Talent Show, which will take place at the
Seafood Fest on Sunday, Sept. 9. To signup, call 732-525-5929, and leave your name
and number, and a brief message.

• FALL SPECIAL
ALL DEADLINES

SEPT. 3RD
Marc Januszak proudly poses with his daughters Lexis and Avery Alvarez in front of his 1966
Chevy Chevelle Convertible which won the Mayor’s Choice Award at the recent Antique and
Classic Car Show and Flea Market sponsored by Independence Engine and Hose Company
#1 in South Amboy. (Photo by Nicole Dale)

For Ads Call
732-727-0398 or
732-727-1906
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Talk Of The Towns

Pleasant Little Trivia Bus Trip To AC

By Tom Burkard

By Tom Burkard

LaVigne, Zammit Helped Too
Darren LaVigne and Ron Zammit were
inadvertently omitted by the person who
submitted the names of those helping out
with the fundraiser for James Strzykalski,
which was in the last issue. Great job, guys!
Lucky 7
Joe Lotkowictz of South Amboy won a
$250 Croton watch in WCBS 880 AM Radio Network’s contest, “Turning Point of
the Game.” He was the 8th caller on July 7,
2007, and
Joe just so happens to be the 7th son of
the 7th son. Guess 7 is Joe’s lucky number,
but 8 must be a bit lucky for him also, as he
was the 8th caller to WCBS 880. Congratulations, Joe!
50th Wedding Anniversary
Congratulations to William and Sylvia
Good of South Amboy, who celebrated their
50th Wedding Anniversary on June 29th!
In Memoriam
Raymond Stilo, 86, of South Amboy
died on July 12. He was a fine gentleman.
Thomas Chuilli, Jr., 65, formerly of South
Amboy died on July 13. He worked for
many years at his father’s business, Tom’s
Fishery, and was an avid SA Times reader.
Margaret Yanas Nizole, 85, of Melrose died
on July 18. She owned Yanas Candy Store
on Ridgeway Ave. in Melrose for 20 years,
and was a very kind lady. Joan Thompson,
80, of Sayreville died on July 25. She
worked for 41 years at Hercules, and became Plant Manager before retiring in ’86.
Donald Kane, 75, of Parlin died on July 27.
He was a Madison Park Little League coach
for many years. Joan Mauro, 77, of South
Amboy died on July 30. She was a fine
person who worked for Charles Komar &
Sons as an accountant for 14 years before
retiring. Phyllis Pohl, 62, of Parlin died on
Aug. 1. She was the previous owner of 5
GNC Vitamin Stores including the one in
Old Bridge at Gateway Plaza. She was also
involved in many other local organization
and charity groups. I will always remember
Phyllis as a happy person with lots of en-

1.As you enter Raritan Bay Waterfront
Park in South Amboy/Sayreville, you are
traveling on? a.Park Drive b.Keenan Way
c.Bay Boulevard
2.Vice President/General Manager of
the General Office of Raritan River Railroad in South Amboy in 1975? a.Ray Stockton b.George Selover c.Robert Kipp
3.In ’81 this business was located on Rt.
35 in Morgan? a.Arthur Treacher’s b.The
Flying Dutchman c.The Windmill
4.Editor of Hoffman High yearbook in
1967? a.Edwin Witkowski b.William
Clayton c.Sherry Schmidt
5.President of the Sayreville Emergency
Squad in ’79? a.Al Hanovich b.Ted Kiyak
c.Ed Wisniewski
6.St. Mary’s HS school newspaper was
called? a.The Saint b.The Crown c.Blue &
Gold
7.President of Morgan First Aid Squad
in 1979? a.Stanley Kurpiewski b.Lee Petner
c.Joe Scanlon
8.The first South Amboy resident to
become a priest was? a.William Miller
b.Thomas Quinlan c.Frederick O’Malley
9.President of the Sayreville Cultural
Arts Council in 1973? a.Ann Naughton
b.Claire Pervell c.Lois Klitzke
10.This deli was located at 101 N.
Stevens Ave., SA, in ’92? a.Victor’s b.Stars
& Stripes c.Don’s
11.In ’75, this nursing home was located on Ernston Rd. in Morgan? a.Oakview
b.Sleepy Hollow c.Pinetree
12.In 1963, she was a 1st grade teacher
at St. Mary’s Grammar School? a.Sister M.
Immaculata b.Miss Gray c.Sister M. Martha
Answers
1b 2c 3b 4c 5c 6b 7a 8a 9b 10c 11a 12c.
ergy, and also as an outstanding businesswoman. Frank Bamburak, 76, of Sayreville
died on Aug. 2. He was Past President of
O.L.V. Parish Youth Association, and served
as a church usher for many years. They will
all be missed dearly, but never forgotten.

The Melrose Blackhawks Senior Drum
& Bugle Corps is sponsoring a bus trip to the
Showboat Hotel & Casino at Atlantic City
on Sept. 30th. The bus leaves St. Mary’s
School Parking Lot at 10 a.m. Price is $25
per person, and you receive back $20 in
coin. For info and tickets, call Mike at 732525-0265. Proceeds will benefit the Corps
Equipment Fund.

Concert At
Sayreville
The David Aaron concert (Live music
from the swing era in the style of the Benny
Goodman small bands) will be held on Sept.
6th, starting at 7:30 p.m. at The Senior
Center, Main Street, Sayreville. Admission
is FREE for the event which is sponsored by
the Cultural Arts Council of the Borough of
Sayreville, and there will be light refreshments. All ages are welcome. For info call
732-257-6510.

Big Cucumbers!-85-year old Andy
Baumgartner Sr., of South Amboy holds up
what he says are, “The two biggest
cucumbers I ever raised in over 50 years of
gardening.” The cukes were over a foot long
each, and weighed more than a pound
apiece. Andy said that his grandson, David
Addison, a former South Amboy resident
bought the plants for him as a gift at Dieker’s
Farm on Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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+ Business of the Month +
Curves South Amboy

Pictured is the dedicated, motivated and friendly staff at Curves, South Amboy:
Front: (L-R) Kelly Repsha & Carol Richiusa (Owners), Back (L-R): Deby Marion,
Roseann Winkler, Robin Hurst, Karen Holoquist (Manager), Susan Camuto and
Lanette Armstrong. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

This month we are featuring a local
business that is causing quite a stir across
the entire nation as well as Canada, Europe and Mexico. Curves is the first
fitness and weight loss facility dedicated
to providing affordable, non-stop exercise and nutritional guidance to women.
Woman around the world are discovering that Curves program gives them all
the support they need to achieve their
goals.
Curves allows you to get a complete
aerobic and strength training workout in
just 30 minutes. The system is built
around easy to learn hydraulic resistance
machines with no cumbersome weights
to deal with.
Curves makes it fun and effective!
Upbeat workout music keeps a steady
beat. Curves’ staff members are well-

Magic Show At
Dowdell
Come one, come all! Children of all
ages, join your friends at the Dowdell Library for BOB CONRAD’S MAGICAL
MYSTERY REVUE!
Prepare to be amazed and mystified on
Wednesday, August 22 at 2:30 p.m. Arrive
promptly to ensure a front row seat.
The library is adjacent
to the South Amboy
High School off
O’Leary Boulevard. For further
information, please
call the library at
732-721-6060 or
e
m
a
i
l
children@dowdell.org.

trained, compassionate women who ensure each members’ workout is a safe
and effective one while laughter and
conversation make the 30 minute workout more enjoyable.
Curves of South Amboy welcome
new faces and applaud members who
have been a part of our growing Curves
family. Speaking of family, new owners, Carol and Kelly are sisters born and
raised in South Amboy and proudly dedicate their time and energy into making
Curves another place to call home. Each
and every member is treated with utmost
respect. The staff on board is truly
remarkable!
Curves is located at 540 Bordentown
Avenue, in the South Amboy Medical
Call 732-525-8887, today, and be ready
to make that commitment to 30 minutes
a day, three times a week!

Swing Band At Park
On Wed., Aug. 22, The Middlesex
County Parks & Recreation will sponsor
The Richard Reiter Swing Band with vocalist Tricia Slafta, who will perform at Raritan
Bay Waterfront Park located at the South
Amboy/Sayreville Beachfront, O’Leary
Blvd., from 6:30-8:30 p.m. For more info,
contact Jackie Neill, Recreation Supervisor
at 732-745-3936.

This Issue
is Dedicated
to the Memory of

Phyllis M. Pohl
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1967
Donovan’s “Sunshine Superman” and
The Supremes’ “You Can’t Hurry Love”
topped the national music charts as the St.
Mary’s seniors returned for their final year in
September of ’66. Sister M. Madeline was
principal, Sister M. Helena, vice-principal,
and Sister M. Valerian, guidance counselor.
Other faculty members included: Sr. M.
Dominic, Ronald Lucas, Sr. Mary Richard,
John Toscano, Steve Nestinger, Charles
Nuziale, Paul Ust, Sr. M. Frederick, Helen
O’Donnell, Sr. M. Glorianna, James Dowd,
Richard Mager, Luke Lenahan, Sr. M.
Theodore, Henry Conroy, Sr. M. Celeste, Sr.
M. Cephas, Robert Walling, Thomas Otto,
Sr. Monica Marie, Sr. M. Kateri, Sr. M.
Amadeo, Father Forker, Sr. M. Philip, Father
Brembos.
The school year of 1966-67 marked a big
change for students at SMH, as they moved
into the Grammar School, and had to attend
split sessions, as a result of the huge fire that
destroyed the old high school.
Dan Hansell defeated Ken Devlin for

By Tom Burkard

president of the Student Council. I’ll never
forget his campaign slogan and signs everywhere, “Dan’s Our Man.” Christine Freeman
won over Patricia Howarth for secretary.
Dennis Noel was Editor-in-Chief of the yearbook; Ellen Mignone, Editor-in-Chief of the
school newspaper; Karen McCloud-Prefect
of the Sodality. Social events and happenings
included the 3rd Annual Hootenanny; The
Christmas Choral Festival; St. Mary’s 1st
Christmas Ball with the theme “A Christmas
Rose.” Music was provided by “The Jades.”
One of the greatest local bands in the 60’s
featuring Carl Scott on lead vocals. The
school play was “Firefly.” Also the National
Shakespearean Company’s performances of
“Cyro de Bergerac and also “Henry IV.”
Some of St. Mary’s Class of ’67 selected
randomly included: Gloria Aftanski, Robert
Albert, Maryann Bonis, Thomas Bonis, Diane
Boretzky, Thomas Brady, Patricia Burke,
Joseph Caracappa, Barbara Carroll, William
Casey, Maureen Christensen, Patricia Coan,
Ann Daly, Shirley Draper, Greg Dzieciol,

Mark Ellvinger, Christina Fitzmorris,
Marianne Freeman, Suzanne Fuller,
Catherine Gosford, Catherine Harrigan, Richard Harrigan, Stephen Heck, Donna
Howard, Robert Jonason, William King,
Monica Hrankowski, Joseph Kosmo,
Marianne Koval, Donald Kugelman, John
Kurtz, Mark Kusic, Gregory Kusic, Michael
McCormack, Jo-Ann Latham, Margaret
McCabe, Susan Maliszewski, Linda Martin,
James Markovec, Margaret Meehan, Francis
Monaco, Elizabeth Nebus, Madonna Mulvey,
James Mullane, Sheila O’Brien, Daniel
O’Brien, Nancy Nilan, Robert O’Leary,
Helen Paczkowski, Stanley Paczkowski,
Peter Palame, Richard Pine, Alexis
Pawlowski, Gary Przybylowski, Lawrence
Redmond, Joanne Poffenberger, Christine
Rufner, Nancy Sager, Robert Schein, Ralph
Scully, Frank Segui, Margaret Short, Eleanor
Smith, Andrew Tanchyk, Jacqueline Vona,
Mary Ann Warnowicz, Kathleen Weissman,
Joan Wisniewski, Joan Tomaszewski, Prudence Zalewski, Christine Zdanowicz, Dennis Zegan, Catherine Zrebiec, Patricia Bonk,
Maureen Clark, Kevin Conochan, Monica
Krzyzkowski, James Page.
Please take a moment of silence for the
following Class of ’67 members who have
passed away, and also for those who we did
not know about that died. May they rest in
peace: George Gundrum, Thomas Jerome,
John Kaboski, James Passafiume, Thomas
Conlon, Dennis Bratus.
The talented senior athletes were: Anthony Ruszala, Vince Zebro, Danny Hansell,
Dennis Bratus, Danny Cheeseman, John
Crowley, Ken Devlin, Dave Ertle, John
Gelsinon, William Gleason, Robert Krutul,
Brian Lenahan, James MacKay, Jim
Passafiume, John Rucki.
Graduation Day came in June 1967, and
the seniors were on their way to exciting
lives, and one has to wonder if any drifted out
to San Francisco that summer, for what is
now being heralded as “The Summer of
Love.”
St. Mary’s HS Class of ’67, was one,
very outstanding and special group of individuals who definitely left their mark in the
Land of Eagles.

1967-Student Council President, Dan
Hansell, of St. Mary’s High School, is pictured
reading the daily prayer over the public
address system. The prayers, different each
day, were written and submitted by students.
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Girls Raise Money
For Troops
By Bill Garnett

Three South Amboy girls raised $185
to be turned over to the U.S.O. for troops in
Iraq. Emily Treziak, Erin Treziak, and Beth
Ann Kudelka sold ice tea and homemade
cookies at the Treziak’s home in South
Amboy recently.
The girls set up fliers in the neighborhood and at local stores, advertising the
event, which was supported by South Amboy
Municipal Employees Union and Luke A.
Lovely American Legion #62. Great job,
girls!

Fall Children’s
Program
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will
hold registration for its Fall Children’s programs (Mom/Me & Kid’s Playtime). Register at the Rec Office, Dolan St., Mon.-Fri.,
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. beginning Tues., Aug.
21st. All programs begin the week of Sept.
17 and run for 10 weeks. Open to Sayreville
residents. For info call 732-390-7092.

South Amboy
Police Chiefs
The City has had 11 Police Chiefs
through the years. The Chiefs and the years
they served are: Chief James E. McDonnell
(1900-1923); Chief Thomas F. Gleason
(1923-1932); Chief David Quinlan (19321951); Chief John T. Gleason (1951-1964);
Chief Edward O’Leary (1964-1982); Chief
Leroy Kurtz (1982-1993); Chief Leo
McCabe (1993-1997); Chief James
Holovacko (1997-2000); Chief Stephen
Pavich (2000-2002); Chief Jerry Pizzillo
(2002-2003); Chief James Wallis (2003Present).

Dowdell Programs
The “Get A Clue @ Dowdell Library”
summer programs are coming to a close,
but it’s not too late to join the fun!
Enter our Backpack Raffle and start
school in style! Win a yellow backpack
packed full of school supplies including a
calculator, student dictionary, computer illustration software, a student portrait display frame, game cards, and much more!
Enter our raffle in person at the library.
Limit one entry per student each day.
Students age 17 and younger are also
welcome to enter our Fiction & Fantasy
Writing Contest. Get your pens moving and
submit your short story to the library by
September 7 for your chance to win. Our
grand prize winner will receive Harry Potter bookends, a StarShine Legacy computer game, and the winning entry will be
displayed at the library for patrons to read
and enjoy. The winner will be announced
on September 14.
The library is adjacent to the South
Amboy High School off O’Leary Boulevard. For further information, please call
the library at 732-721-6060 or email
comments@dowdell.org.

Big Help! Pictured (l-r) Emily Treziak age
10, Erin Treziak age 6, and Beth Ann Kudelka
age 10 at their lemonade and cookies stand,
where they raised money for troops in Iraq.
(Photo courtesy of Bill Garnett)

Sisters To Celebrate
50th Jubilee
Sister Marie Pierson and Sister Lillian
Lizura will be celebrating their 50th Jubilee
at Mt. St. Mary’s on Sept. 8th. The sisters
are graduates of St. Mary’s High School
Class of 1957. They have contributed so
much to society, touched many lives throughout their careers, and are a proud example of
the people from South Amboy. Congratulations, Sisters and God Bless!

Class Of 1942
Reunion
St. Mary’s High School, South Amboy,
NJ class of 1942 is planning a 65th class
reunion in the fall. We are attempting to
locate members who are interested in attending.
The affair will be held sometime in the
fall, date and time of the affair to be announced.
If interested please contact: Peggy
“Heim” Farley at 732-721- 2234 or Frank
“Trip” Trpisovsky at 732-721-1653, or
email: PegBowers@patmedia.net.

OLV Oktoberfest
Our Lady of Victories Parish will hold
their annual Oktoberfest on Saturday, October 14, 2007, from 3PM-7PM in Monsignor
Dalton Hall on Main Street in Sayreville.
Bernie’s Orchestra will again provide entertaining German music. The Bayern Verein
dancers will entertain throughout the
evening. A delicious German meal will be
served along with mouth-watering German
desserts. German beer, wine, soda, and water will be available all evening. Tickets are
$30.00 for adults, $25.00 for seniors 65
years or older, and $10.00 for children ages
3 – 10. Tickets can be purchased by calling
Teri at (732)727-7639. No tickets will be
sold at the door.

55th Reunion-Harold G. Hoffman HS Class of 1952, held its 55-year reunion at Buttonwood
Manor recently. All enjoyed the get together and are looking forward to gathering again, with
hopes that those who missed this time will be able to make the next one a larger event.
Pictured Back row (l-r) Frederick Kurtz, Doris Render Sadler, Shirley Hoffman Bamburak,
Jane McHose Medieros, M. Edward Semoneit. Front row (l-r) John Miller, Joyce Semoneit,
Gerald Nilsen.
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Fundraiser For Wounded Marine
The 2nd Annual Poker Run for Sgt.
Eddie Ryan will be held on Sept. 22. Eddie,
a Marine who received multiple gunshot
wounds to the head in Iraq, and was not
expected to live, miraculously survived, and
is with us today! He has made wonderful
progress but still needs to keep up the care so
he can fully recover. Eddie’s progress can
only be maintained with more physical
therapy, but the government will only provide so much. The Ryan Family must bear
the cost, of helping their son recover, so we
are asking your help to give back to one who
has sacrificed so much for us. Your donation will assist with Eddie’s ongoing medical and physical therapy expenses. All tax-

deductible cash donations payable to: The
Friends of Sgt. Eddie Ryan.
The Starting Point for the Poker Run is
Brass Monkey on Bordentown Ave.,
Sayreville. Cost is $15 per hand and nonparticipants $10. Sign up begins at 11 a.m.
The 2nd Point is Freddie’s SA Pub, 115
North Feltus St., South Amboy, 3rd Point is
Heavenly Ash Cigars, Rt. 35 N., South
Amboy, 4th Point is Connie’s Bar & Grill,
Rt. 35 S., Sayreville, 5th Point is VFW Star
Landing Post 2314 Pershing Ave., Carteret.
Entertainment will be provided by Spike
Ivory and Friends. Raffles, Prizes and 50/50
will be awarded at the end. For more info
call Jeri Kopin at 732-259-0720.

“ET” Movie At
Sayreville

Food Drive Needs
Help

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will
sponsor Movies in the Park “ET” on Sat.,
Aug. 25th at Kennedy Park beginning at 9
p.m. Refreshments will be sold. Bring your
lawn chair! For details call the Rec Office at
732-390-7092.

The First Presbyterian Church of South
Amboy is having a Food Drive for its Food
Pantry, which is open to all in need. The
following items are suggested: Non-perishable foods-pastas, rice, cereals, peanut butter, jelly, pudding, jello, spaghetti sauces,
tuna, macaroni, cheese. Hygiene productstoothpaste, shampoo, toilet paper, paper towels, feminine products, diapers. Laundry
items-detergent, fabric softener, dish detergent.
Montetary donations can be mailed to:
First Presbyterian Church, PO Box 787, 150
No. Broadway, South Amboy, NJ 088790787. “Deacons Fund” in the memo on
check. Food will be picked up on Tuesdays.
Any questions call 732-721-4516.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity. There are none that can withstand
your power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days. You must publish it and it will be
granted to you. Thank you. -R.M..
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This Oil Painting of The Old Spye Inn was created by Marion Gomolka.

An Old Spy Uncovered
By Douglas Rand

I received a pleasant surprise a few
months ago when Judy Lecki, South Amboy
Redevelopment Agency chairwoman, enthusiastically called me regarding a painting
by my great grandfather, Marion J. Gomolka.
She invited me to photograph the work as
well as learn of its miraculous story. For
such an amazing thing to happen, I felt it was
my duty to write a follow-up (even though a
few months have past) from my previous
article in the March, 2007 issue.
This fantastic oil painting of Old Spy
Inn was created during the 1920’s as a gift to
a former curate of Sacred Heart Church—
Zenon Lesnowski. He proudly displayed
the painting in his father’s home in Plainfield,
NJ. After his father’s death in 1965, his three
sisters moved to Canada, and along with
them, so did the painting of a South Amboy
landmark. Judy acquired this painting in
1986 when she was visiting Natalie, one of
the sisters in Canada who happened to be
friends with her mother. Natalie gave the
painting to Judy and said, “Kid, this belongs

in South Amboy.”
So instead of being kept in a dusty attic
or closet, this painting has made its way
through thick and thin, eventually finding
its way back to its town of origin. I would
again like to ask that if you have any information regarding the paintings and works of
Marion J. Gomolka, please feel free to call
me at 848-203-6888.

Un-Happiness
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 1995

Unhappiness is important!
I seek it at every turn
Per chance to appreciate euphoria
Which heals the sad loathsome burn
That unhappiness tends to relinquish
And happiness seems to extinguish
And I pre-note to distinguish
That the treasure of glee that I yearn
Is why unhappiness is important!
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Sign of the times-workers take down a very old sign from a site on Broadway, as renovation
gets underway for a new farmers market. The building was leased to different businesses
and ventures through the years such as a “pizzeria” facade, known as “Sea Side Pizza” in
the movie “Coyote Ugly,” Max Semer’s Hardware, Major Appliance Network, a laundromat,
and election headquarters, which was most recently used by the South Amboy Democratic
Party. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

St. Bernadette’s
50th Anniversary
St. Bernadette Church will celebrate its
50th Anniversary with a dinner/dance at the
Grand Marquis on Sun., Sept. 30, at 1 p.m.
Cost is $55 p/p and includes cocktail hour,
dinner and dancing. For more info, reservations, raffle tickets, or to contribute to an ad
journal, please call JoAnn at 732-727-5858
or Marie at 732-721-9262.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise. Teach me to reach out to You
in my need. Help me to lead others to You by my
example. Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength. Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

Congratulations-Don Applegate (l),
manager of the American Legion Luke A.
Lovely Post 62 of South Amboy,
congratulates South Amboy Councilman,
Russ Stillwagon (r), who won the 42-inch
Big Screen Plasma TV, in a fundraiser
drawing for the Legion baseball team.
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WWW.?

Does this look familiar? It was a legendary landmark located in either South Amboy or
Sayreville. The photo was taken on January 1, 1970 by Adam Kierst. Send your answers
in to: satimes@aol.com.

Winners
The answer to last month’s WWW.?
picture contest is the Morgan Bridge, facing
north on Route 35, located over the Morgan
Creek (Officially named the Cheesequake
Creek).
Correctly identifying the photo were:
Max Kurtz, Chris Olender, Marian Mills,
Stella Pluskota, Annette Olsen, Joan Fulham,
Mary Ann Matarangolo, E.J. Oates, Fran
Fitzmorris, Jennifer Awad, Peggy
Yanuzzelli, John Olenczak, Bob Allen, Al
Switzer, Ernie & Shirley Read, Don
Osmanski, Jackie Dowling Brzezniak, Janet
Kern, Joe Madeline and Tom Kross, who
said, “As a kid growing up, and with my
parents driving across this bridge, we would
press our feet on the floor because we knew
it as the Tickle Bridge.” Former Morgan
resident Pete McIntyre, said, “It’s the Morgan Bridge, over the Morgan Creek, which
is officially named Cheesequake Creek. I
have jumped off this bridge hundreds of
times. It’s great fun!” So have many others

years ago, and at least one person drowned,
because of the strong currents in the Creek.

Library Book Sale
The Friends of the Sayreville Public
Library will hold a book sale on Sunday,
September 16, 2007, from 10AM – 4PM at
the annual Sayreville Day event on Washington Road in Parlin. Books can be purchased separately or for $5.00 a bag. The
book selection includes fiction, non-fiction,
mystery, paperbacks, children’s books and
much more.
The Friends will be accepting book
donations for the anticipated sale starting on
the last week of August. Books of various
genres are welcomed as are children’s books.
No magazines, condensed books, textbooks or encyclopedias will be accepted for
donation. Books can be dropped off at the
Friends’ mailbox in the library vestibule.
Additional information is available by
calling (732) 727-1566.
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Kiddie’s Corner

Andrew Downey enjoys a day at the beach!
(Photo by Amy Downey)

Future Ushers-Michael Coman (l) age 6,
and his brother, Tommy (r) age 3 assist the
ushers every week at St. Mary Church with
the collection baskets. Usher Joe Lotkowictz
(c) enjoys supervising the helpful children.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Seniors Trip To D.C. Kids Photos
Our Lady of Victories Seniors are sponsoring a trip to Washington D.C. from Saturday, September 22, to Monday, September 24. The cost of the trip is $279.00. The
price includes motorcoach transportation, 2
nights lodging, 4 meals: 2 breakfast and 2
dinners, guided tour of Washington D.C.,
and an evening motor tour. The bus will
leave the OLV lower parking on Saturday,
September 22nd at 8AM. For information
about the trip, request a flyer, or to book the
trip, please contact Jack at (732) 254-7263.

If you have any unique or favorite photos of your child or grandchild and would
like to be considered for submission in our
new “Kiddie’s Corner” feature, please email the picture with a brief caption, and
also your name, the child’s name, and what
town you’re from, to: satimes@aol.com.
Please send in JPEG.
Note: Kiddie’s Corner is open ONLY
to children who live in Sayreville or South
Amboy, between the ages of 1-day to 6 years
old.

Pet’s Corner

This beautiful Shetland Sheep dog seems to be enjoying the 8th Annual Antique & Classic
Car Show on Broadway in South Amboy, from the back of an antique pickup truck. (Photo
by Tom Burkard)
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Long Ago In Our Town

1951-The Project Begins-this photo shows one of the first phases of construction work on
the area where The Project, also known as The Dohaney Homes would be built in South
Amboy. On the left is lower George Street, and toward the top of the photo is the Raritan
Bay, in the area where the Boat Club was located.

Almost Ready-This photo shows The Project (Dohaney Homes) almost completed. Late
Councilman Woodrow McCarthy, who was also the Executive Secretary of the Housing
Board organized the ground-breaking ceremonies on June 22, 1951.
The Project consisted of 75 apartments with rents scaled to low-salary brackets. Still
standing today, the apartments run from Mason Ave. along Bayshore Drive. (Photos and
information courtesy of Mike McCarthy)

Where Were We In The Summer Of ‘63?
By Elaine Scott

I may not know where all of you were,
but I know where I was. That summer of my
15th year, I was eating my way through all
the hamburgers I could get, with fries, too,
of course. Having a new boyfriend with a
license and a part-time job, we’d always
head straight to Steer Inn. As I waited in the
stifling hot car, he’d go to the walk-up
window before returning with a white bag,
filled with white paper wrapped hamburgers and greasy French fries tucked inside
little, thin white paper holders. With music
blasting from the car’s AM radio, we’d eat
those burgers in a hurry before driving away
to get some air through the open car windows, ‘63’s version of air conditioning. By
the end of that summer, with my pants held
closed by a big diaper pin due to the weight
I had gained, I had my fill of the first fast
food burgers I had ever tasted. Actually, I
had wanted a lot more but the diaper pin had
to go.
Steer Inn had opened its doors that year
on Route 9 right across from the Sayre
Woods Shopping Center. When it did, it
beat out all the fast food competition in the
area. The reason for that was there wasn’t
any competition. Not long after, McDonald’s
would also open on Route 9 and Steer Inn’s
days would be numbered.
That summer of ‘63, as we all listened
to “Be My Baby” by the Ronettes, “Da Doo
Ron Ron” by the Crystals, “Louie, Louie”
by The Kingsmen, “Walk Like A Man” by
the Four Seasons, and Leslie Gore crying
pathetically about her 2-timing Johnny in
“It’s My Party,” hamburgers were being
sold for 10 cents; French fries for 7 cents;
and all drinks for 10 cents. For a quarter, at
a savings of 2 whole cents, you could get a
burger, fries and a drink. If you preferred
having a cheeseburger, you had to pay 2
cents more for the cheese. Right down the
road at Stewart’s, with their car service, the
cost was higher. Just for a Pizza Burger
alone they were charging 25 cents. Steer

Inn’s “novel” fast food in a bag had seemed
like a good deal, especially when you were
getting it all free, gratis of a boyfriend who
was making the minimum wage of $1.25 an
hour at his part-time job.
During that summer, like all the summers before, there wasn’t much of anything
for young teenagers to do. Spending a few
hours at the skating rink, as my friends and
I had done so many times during the five
years since it had opened, was always an
option. Skating to organ music, played by a
man behind the glass enclosed alcove window, though, had made that option seem
boring. Finding someone who had a license
seemed like a better idea. Instead of walking
around going nowhere, we could ride around
in a car going nowhere but just a little faster.
Going nowhere was the destination all of us
had seemed to know best back then.
One place where I wasn’t that summer
was at the Drive-In. “No young daughter of
mine is going there. I know what goes on in
those cars,” my mother used to warn. Yet,
when I had asked in total ignorance about
what “was going on in those cars,” she
wouldn’t tell me. A few years later, though,
I was to learn firsthand what my mother had
only known by guessing.
On the hot summer nights, made a little
cooler by the cover of darkness, the favorite
place to be was outside with our friends.
Usually going from one street corner to
another trying to escape the buzzing mosquitoes, we’d stand in a group talking and
laughing, while the odd chirping/buzzing
sounds katydids made mixed with the Rock
& Roll music playing on our little portable
radios. With our childhood days behind us
but with our youthful innocence still intact,
we had just enjoyed being young. Even
going nowhere was fun to us in 1963, as long
as we all went there together.
(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted at siteseein526@Bellsouth.net.)
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DeFino’s Star On
The Rise

New Music
By Phil Rainone
R&R Music DJ’s 732-316-9447

By Tom Burkard

From The Beatles to Bon Jovi-The 3rd Annual Jam Festival was held at the South Amboy
Senior Citizen Center, and featured 15 of Brian O’Connor’s many guitar students. They
performed a wide variety of songs from The Beatles to Bon Jovi. The parents, of course, were
invited to see their children’s progress. Brian is a professional entertainer and guitar
instructor here in South Amboy. Check out Brian’s website at: brianoconnormusic.com.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Jessica DeFino of Parlin, a recent graduate of Bishop Ahr HS recently cut her first
CD, a 4-song, self-titled work that displays
an incredibly outstanding voice range, as
well as some mighty-fine music, lyrics, and
catchy hooks that you are sure to remember.
DeFino’s voice is beautiful, and her
music can probably fit into several genres
including: pop/easy listening/modern mainstream. The songs, “Oh, Tori”; “You’re Not
Cute”; “Comfortable”; “More”, were all
recorded and produced at The Sangtuary
Studio in West Caldwell, NJ by Jessica
DeFino, Joe Borges and Lou Pucci. I think
Jessica, who wrote all of the songs, will
definitely be going places in the world of
music, if she can get some beaks along the
way. Jessica DeFino’s musical/vocal performance on this CD is better right now,
than most of the contestants that appeared
on “American Idol.” Watch for more on this
local star on the rise. For more info on
Jessica DeFino, visit: www.jessdefino.com,
or call for booking info (732) 970-5846.

#1 Country HitsAugust 18
1992-Boot Scootin’ Boogie-Brooks & Dunn
1988-Don’t Close Your Eyes-Keith Whitley
1970-Don’t Keep Me Hangin’ On-Sonny
James
1966-Almost Persuaded-David Houston
1957-(Let Me Be Your) Teddy Bear-Elvis
Presley
1946-New Spanish Two Step-Bob Wills

#1 Pop Hits-August
18
1995-Waterfalls-TLC
1980-Magic-Olivia Newton-John
1971-How Can You Mend A Broken HeartThe Bee Gees
1962-Breaking Up Is Hard To Do-Neil
Sedaka
1959-A Big Hunk O’ Love-Elvis Presley
1944-I’ll Be Seeing You
1939-Moon Love

Country Music At
Waterfront
The Middlesex County Parks & Recreation will sponsor The Tim Gillis Country
Band (The greatest in Country Music) in
concert at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park
(South Amboy/Sayreville Beachfront) on
Wed., Aug. 29th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. The
concert is FREE to the public. For more
info, contact Recreation Supervisor, Jackie
Neill at 732-745-3936.

NOW 25 (Universalwww.nowthatsmusic.com)
20 Top of the Pop/R&B/Rap/Punk
Rock/Hip Hip & Country chart hits that are
great party starts (Avril Lavigne “Girlfriend”
and Gwen Stefani “The Sweet Escape”) and
some that are just cool & catchy (Carrie
Underwood “Before He Cheats” and Fall
Out Boy “Thanks for the Memories”) will
buzz around in your head for weeks. Kelly
Clarkson’s power pop anthem “Never
Again” doesn’t set her apart but it does keep
her in the running for longest lasting American Idol champ. All total a DJ’s delight from
start to finish.
NEW WAVE GOLD (Universal
www.ilovethatsong.com)
A somewhat neglected genre, this 2
disc set has a mix of 30 hits, and One Hit
Wonderfuls. Casual listeners back in the
80’s can hum along to Blondie’s “One Way
or Another,” or Soft Call’s soul smash,
“Tainted Love.” They dig deep into the
coolest of the cool with Flying Lizard’s
cover of the 60’s R&B hit “Money,” and
Trio’s funky, “Da Da Da.” Hard to find
tunes like M’s “Pop Music” or The Vapors
one hand wonder “Turning Japanese,” is
still a head-boppin hit! Coolest song in the
World this Week: The Brains “Money
Changes Everything.”
More Motown Classics- Gold (Universal
www.ilovethatsong.com)
They’ve unleashed 40 more Motown
Marvels! They dig deep into Motown’s
vault, mining the great gems that were left
after they took out all the gold. From the
early rumblings of R&B (The Miracles “Ooo
Baby Baby”), to the soulful sound of Marvin
Gaye’s “Can I Get a Witness,” these 2 discs
are a record collectors delight! Jr. Walker &
the All Stars “What Does it Take” unleashes
one of the best sax breaks this side of The EStreet Band’s Clarence Clemons, while Rare
Earth’s over the top cover of “Get Ready” is
turned into a funked-up jam. Along with
labels like Stax/Volt (Stax just celebrated 50
years with a great 2 CD set), they helped
pioneered some of the best R&B and rock &
soul music for decades. Hopefully they’ll
release a few more discs, digging even deeper
into Motown’s catalog. How about Stevie
Wonder’s cover of “High Heeled Sneakers,” or The Contours riotous rock, “First I
Look at the Purse,” or . . .
NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love
for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers. Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety. (Make request). The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle. O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours. This
novena has never been known to fail. Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

Music Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.__ Billy, Don’t Be A Hero
2.__Bobby’s Girl
3.__Johnny B. Goode
4.__Tommy
5.__Simon Says
6.__Do The Freddie
7.__Abraham, Martin & John
8.__Ben
9.__Alfie
10._Big Bad John
11._Hey Joe
12._Michael
13._Hats Off To Larry
14._Me And Bobby McGee
15_Jumpin’ Jack Flash
16._Albert Flasher
17._Killer Joe
18._Major Tom
19._Johnny Angel
20._Eddie My Love
21._Daniel

a.The Guess Who
b.The Rolling Stones
c.Bo Donaldson & The Heywoods
d.Dionne Warwick
e.Dion
f.Michael Jackson
g.Chuck Berry
h.Marcie Blane
i.Reparta & The Delrons
j.Freddie & The Dreamers
k.The Highwaymen
l.The Leaves
m.Janis Joplin
n.Del Shannon
o.1910 Fruitgum Co.
p.Jimmy Dean
q.Elton John
r.Shelly Fabares
s.Peter Schilling
t.The Fontane Sisters
u.The Rocky Fellers

Answers
1c 2h 3g 4i 5o 6j 7e 8f 9d 10p 11l 12k 13n 14m 15b 16a 17u 18s 19r 20t 21q.
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Pacansky Heading
To Assumption
Cardinal McCarrick’s 3-sport standout,
Amy Pacansky will be playing softball at
Assumption College next year, while majoring in Biology. She was McCarrick’s
GMC Female Scholar-Athlete of the year,
and has earned many awards and honors
during her stellar schoolgirl career in athletics.
She starred in softball for 4 years, and
as a freshman, was Rookie-of-the-Year,
and won MVP as a junior. She also was a
Blue Division All-Star. Amy played tennis
for 3 years, and was 2-time MVP. In
addition, she was on the basketball squad
for 2 years.
Pacansky was also known for her charitable works including the American Cancer
Society Relay for Life, and also Angel
Wish Foundation. Congratulations and best
of luck!

Jabbe MVP At Notre
Dame
Former Sayreville Bombers’ standout,
Junior Jabbe could play an important role in
the Notre Dame football plans this season.
Playing in the “Fighting Irish’s” Annual
Blue-Gold Spring Game in April, he more
than made a name for himself by being
selected Offensive MVP of the game. Jabbe
carried 13 times for 87 yards, and also caught
1 pass for 4 yards. His total yardage was
nearly two-thirds of the Gold squad’s 137
yards. He was slotted in as a defensive back
when he arrived at Notre Dame in 2004, but
never saw action at that spot in ’04 or ’05,
and played sparingly last season, mostly on
special teams. Junior has a good shot at the
running back slot, and hopefully we’ll be
hearing a lot more from this talented
Sayreville athlete.

Sports
Eagles Final
Leaders
Coach Frank Notaro’s talented, 2007
Cardinal McCarrick team finished (12-6).
Final Team Leaders included: Batting Average-Rick McCutcheon .410; Nick Borruso
.395; Mike Harris .340; Ben Mendoza .340;
Rob Geant .333; Paul Conlon .328; Justin
Martinez .293. Runs-Harris 21; Conlon 18;
Borruso 18; Geant 18. Hits-McCutcheon
25; Conlon 21; Geant 19. DoublesMcCutcheon 7; Conlon 7; Harris 7. TriplesMartinez 2; Brian Anderson 2; Home RunsBorruso 2; Harris 2.
Innings Pitched-B.J. Mackiel 39.3; Eric
Poltrictzky 34.3. Strikeouts-Mackiel 65;
Poltrictzky 45. Complete Games-Mackiel
5; Poltrictzky 3; Steve Buron 2. ERAMackiel 3.38; Poltrictzky 3.67. WinsPoltrictzky 4; Mackiel 3; Buron 2.

Magic Wins Title
The Morgan Magic 16U girls softball
squad captured the Toms River Lightning
Tournament, by winning 3 straight games.
The Magic took a (1-2) record into the final
day of the event, and reeled off 3 wins in a
row to cop the championship.
Colleen Leschinski pitched Morgan to
a 10-1 victory over Toms River Lightning
Gold, backed by 10 hits from her teammates, to start the last day. Angela Riscinti
fired a beautiful 3-0 shutout over Howell
Heat, and received offensive support from
Ashley Brush 3-for-3, and Ashley Hausmann
2-for-2.
Leschinski starred in the title game, as
the Magic beat North Edison Blue Devils, 42. She was the winning pitcher, and went 2for-3 with an RBI to help her own cause.
Morgan’s talented roster also features:
Samantha Ambrose, Cassandra Duggan,
Jessica Costa, Amanda Winant, Kerry
Fitzsimmons, Jessica Hartland, Nicole
Spinelli, Caitlin Rutigliano, Kristen
Whitmore, and Whitney Zrebiec. Head
Coach Gary Winant is assisted by Brian
Stoors and Paul Campbell.

Fishing Program A
Success
According to Naturalist James Faczak,
Cheesequake State Park’s Take Me Fishing
Program was a huge success. He said that
“75 children participated and had a great
time fishing at Hooks Creek Lake, along
with participating in stocking the lake in
conjunction with the NJ Division of Fish
and Wildlife.” Faczak also thanked Kash
the owner of Fred’s Bait & Tackle in Morgan. “Your donation of bait and tackle was
vitally needed in order to run this critically
needed youth fishing program,” Faczak
stated. He also called Fred’s a supporter of
the needs of NJ youth, and a community
leader.
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By Tom Burkard

Aich An All-Star
Sayreville’s Brandon Aich, star relief
pitcher for the Division III World Series
Champion Kean University, was recently
picked for the NJ Collegiate Baseball
Coaches Association Division II/III AllStar First Team. The soph, relieved in 15
games, finished (3-1), with an ERA of 1.34,
and fanned 31 batters in 40.3 innings. He
only walked 10 and limited the opponents to
a miniscule .186 batting average against
him. Congratulations, Brandon!

Morgan Magic At
Nationals
The Morgan Magic 14U girls softball
club competed in the ASA Girls Fast Pitch
Eastern Nationals at Harrisburg, PA recently.
The Magic qualified for the prestigious tourney by winning the NJ ASA Girls Fast Pitch
tourney in Readington.
Head Coach is Roger Pollard, and his
assistants are Jack Fitzsimmons, Gary Braun,
Greg Cosentino and Casey Pollard. The
Magic roster consists of: Kristen
Fitzsimmons, Jamie Williams, Leeann
Cerbone, Julie Braun, Jennifer Pollard,
Margaret Santapagna, Andie McKenna,
Annie Cosentino, Katie Dovidauskas, Sierra Roccaro, Rebecca Gannon, Lanie
Andrews.

Wyzykowski Leads
FDU
Former South Amboy resident Greg
Wyzykowski, who is the men’s and women’s
assistant tennis coach at FDU, recently led a
team of juniors to a gold medal in the U.S.
Tennis Association Eastern Zonal Competition in Virginia Beach, VA. Wyzykowski’s
14-and-under boys squad captured 1st place,
while his girls finished 5th.
Coach Wyzykowski said, “My first trip
as a USTA Eastern Zonal coach was a pleasure. Winning the gold was icing on the
cake.” Way to go, Greg!

Seres Joins Elite
By Barbara Neumann

Brian Seres continued to add to his
impressive list of accomplishments after
being selected to the NJ Scholastic Baseball
Coaches Association All-State Senior AllStar team. He joined 100 other elite athletes
across the state to participate in the NJ
Scholastic Baseball Coaches Association
Baseball Tournament in June at Mercer
County Park. There were 25 players selected to play on each of the 4 teams. Seres
played on the Central Jersey team, that defeated Northwest Jersey in the first round,
but fell to Northeast Jersey in the championship round. Brian pitched a total of 4 innings
and struck out 5.

Kevin Mulvey
(Photo courtesy of New York Mets MLB team)

Mulvey An All-Star
Binghamton’s ace pitcher, Kevin
Mulvey of Parlin, had a very busy month in
July, pitching in the prestigious XM Annual
All-Star Futures Game at AT&T Park in San
Francisco. The game was a showcase of top
minor league prospects, and was held as part
of Taco Bell All-Star Sunday, during festivities for the 78th Major League Baseball
All-Star Game. Mulvey allowed one run in
one inning, and met many legendary players
that he will remember for a lifetime.
Kevin also pitched in possibly the most
unique Eastern League All-Star Game in
history on July 11 at Dodd Stadium in Norwich, CT. Selected with 3 other teammates
from the B-Mets, for the Northern Division,
Mulvey was the final pitcher on the mound,
when the game was called with the score
tied at 2-2, after 2 2/3 innings because of—
would you believe, dense fog? The fog was
so thick, that the fielders couldn’t even see
the ball, as routine fly balls went into the air,
and ended up dropping in for hits, that normally would have been easy outs. The game
was not rescheduled.
Mulvey Update (As of Aug. 5)
Kevin has the most victories on the
Binghamton team with 9, and has a (9-9)
record. He leads all starting pitchers on his
club with a 3.25 ERA, Innings Pitched-124,
Strikeouts 83, and has allowed only 36 walks
and 3 home runs.

Sayreville All Stars

Mets star 3rd baseman David Wright awaits
the pitch against the Pittsburgh Pirates in a
recent game at Shea Stadium. (Photo by
Brian Stratton)

The Sayreville 11 year old All Stars
enjoyed the best season ever for an 11 year
old Sayreville All Star Little League Team
in recent history.
The team record of 4-3 in the serious
included 2 merciless wins with scores of 100 and 10-0 and an exciting 9-7 win ending
with a walloping walk-off home run by
Chris Ryan; to advance them to the District
Semi-Finials. The games highlighted by the
exciting pitching, field and hitting from all
players and team spirit ran high.
The All Stars run came to an end in the
semi-finals against the 2006 District champions, the Clark Little League team with a
close game ending in a 6-4 loss. However
the little-leaguers held their heads up high
and enjoyed a great season with their team
manager and coaches as shown here after
their last game on Tuesday night, July 17th:

Pictured: 1st row: Johnny Cabrera; 2nd row: Steven Herdman, Nick Cannon, Eric Hartigan,
Billy Lockwood, Cody Van Note, Ronnie Soporowski, Eric Johnson; 3rd row: Austin
Leibowitz; Joe Fischer; Damian Mattachiera, Chris Ryan, Corey Benko, Danny Iannaccone;
top row: Coach Mark Herdman, Coach Ron Soporowski, Manager Mark Leibowitz. (photo
by Cheryl Hartigan)
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Captain Alex Cieslarczyk graduated Cum
Laude from Benedictine Military Catholic
High School, Richmond, VA recently. He
received a partial scholarship to Eastern
Kentucky University where he will study
Forensic Science. He was also selected to
represent his school at the National Honor
Roll Superior Academic Achievement in
Washington, DC. He is the son of Mr. & Mrs.
Chris Cieslarczyk and grandson of Mrs.
Dorothy Weis, all former residents of
Sayreville.

Heart
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c.1979

The heart yearns
For a permanent home
And that is in
The heart of another.

The summer sun can lift our spirits and
warm our bodies. Every year summer also
brings heat exhaustion and death when
people get too hot, for too long. “When the
heat and humidity both rise above 90 degrees, about 4-10 cases of heat-related illnesses show up each day in the emergency
room at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in
Boston,” says Stephen Bohan, M.D., clinical director of the department. “That’s as
high as any other single complaint.”
Heat exhaustion is the most common
syndrome complicating physical exertion in
warm or hot weather. Both the degree of
outside temperature and the intensity of
physical activity play important roles. Intense physical exertion in moderately warm
weather may be as dangerous in this regard
as moderate exertion in hot weather. Heavy
sweating results in dehydration, excessive
hyperthermia, and failing cardiovascular
functions cause symptoms of heat exhaustion.
On average, 371 people die each year in
the US of “excessive heat exposure” according to the US Center for Disease Control and
Prevention statistics from 1979-1997, the
most recent available. The death rate among
people age 65 and older is 3 times the
average. The age groups most adversely
affected by the heat are small children, the
elderly, and those infirmed and bothered by
mental illness. Among people who are not
elderly or impaired, the most common heat
emergencies occur when people exercise at
midday, between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on hot
humid days, and don’t drink enough fluids.
The body’s cooling mechanism depends on
evaporating perspiration, but if the humidity
is really high, that can’t happen and those
people become rapidly hyperthemic.
As always, an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure! Drink plenty of
fluids before, during and after exercising;
wear lightweight, light-colored clothing. If
you feel not only hot, but light-headed or
weak as well, it may be time to seek help.
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Allie Clark: Forever A New York Yankee-Part 4
Allie Clark’s baseball world was just
about perfect after winning two World Series Championship rings in his first two
seasons in the big leagues in 1947 and 1948.
He broke in with the NY Yankees in ’47, and
ripped the cover off the baseball to the tune
of an unbelievable .373 batting average, in
24 games, and in ’48 with Cleveland, played
81 games, and hit a fine .310, with 9 home
runs. Clark never felt that he would become
an everyday player in the big show. “I never
should have had that arm operation,” he
stated.
The ’49 season saw the World Champion Indians drop to third place, 8 games
behind the Yankees, despite a great record
of (89-65). Clark saw limited playing time,
appearing in only 35 games, apparently because of his lingering elbow injury, which
was the result of a botched surgery at John
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, in the offseason of 1946. In 1950, the Cleveland club
was even better (92-62), but finished 4th,
only 6 games behind New York. Allie
played in only 59 games, but managed to
belt 6 round trippers in 169 at bats. He was
traded to the Philadelphia Athletics in the
off-season, after spending 3 1/2 years under
manager Lou Boudreau, and now hoped to
get more playing time from A’s manager,
Jimmy Dykes.
Clark played in 56 games with Philadelphia in ’51, hitting 4 homers in 161 at
bats, and even played 10 games at third base,
a position which was very unfamiliar to him.
The following year, he blasted 7 home runs
in 71 games, while batting a respectable
.274 for the fourth place A’s (79-75).
He got in 20 games with the Philly in
’53, and was traded to the White Sox, playing his last 3 months in the big leagues for
manager Paul Richards’ White Sox club.
He only saw limited action, mostly as a
pinch-hitter in 9 games, before going to
Rochester of the International League.
Despite his short major league career,
his stats were most commendable: Games358; Hits-267; Doubles-48; Triples-4; RBI149; Home Runs-32; Avg.-.262.
Ironically, Richards became manager
of the Baltimore Orioles, and tried to bring
Allie up to the bigs from Rochester, but GM
George Sisler Jr. would not approve the
deal, depriving Clark of one last shot at
major league baseball. Allie played in the
minor leagues through 1958, when he hung
up his spikes for the last time. Allie’s minor
league career stats were outstanding: Games1,142; Hits-1,244; Doubles-215; Triples44; RBI-693; Home Runs-144; Avg.-.314.
Allie is most proud of his large family.

2007-Allie Clark holds up Yankee uniform
#2, but wait a second, didn’t he wear the
legendary Babe Ruth’s #3? Actually, #2 is
the last Yankee uniform Allie ever wore at an
Oldtimers Game 15 years ago. Pretty
interesting, huh? Allie wore number 2 in the
early 1990’s, before Derek Jeter did! Clark
was also the next to the last player to ever
wear Babe Ruth’s legendary #3 uniform.
Ruth and Jeter-that’s pretty good company,
don’t you think? (Photo by Tom Burkard)

“I’ve had a great life, and a big family,” he
said. He and his lovely wife Fran will be
celebrating their 63rd Wedding Anniversary in October. They have six children:
Susan who is married to Jack Nemeth, Kathy
is married to Ed Good, Maureen is married
to Joe Castellano, Denise is married to
Brendan O’Brien, Alfie Jr. is married to
Diane, and Gene is married to Matty. The
Clarks also have 14 grandchildren and 8
great-grandchildren.
The Allie Clark Notebook:
Throughout his 6 plus years in the majors, Allie was blessed with several teammates who went on to the Hall-of-Fame,
including: Joe DiMaggio, Yogi Berra, Phil
Rizzuto, Bob Feller, Satchel Paige, Larry
Doby, Bob Lemon, Lou Boudreau, Early
Wynn (Whom Allie hit 2 homers off), Nellie
Fox, Al Simmons. Clark also had the opportunity to play against so many stars, who
made it to the Hall-of-Fame, that it would be
impossible to list all.
Allie’s favorite team was the ’48 Indians because “I played more there than anywhere else, and they were a good club and
great bunch of fellows.” His favorite manager was Jimmy Dykes with the A’s, although he praised Bucky Harris of the ’47
Yankees. When asked to describe teammates DiMaggio, Berra, Rizzuto, and Dr.
Bobby Brown he said, “Yogi was like he is
today. He was very funny and enjoyable to
hear talking. Most importantly, he was one
of the greatest hitting catchers. I see him
once in awhile. DiMaggio was said to be a
loner, and he never said too much or bothered with the players. Rizzuto was very
talkative and very friendly. Brown was a
great ballplayer and became an outstanding
heart surgeon. Bobby always had the books,”
Allie said.
Clark’s top salary in the big leagues
was $11,000 with the Athletics. “I was on
the way out, but it was a living. Two weeks
after the season ended, I was back to my job
as an iron worker.” He retired from iron
working after 30 years, and thanked his
friend Wes Hansen, head of Ironworkers
373, who hired him.
Players got only $8 a day for meal
money back then, and Allie joked that “Today they probably get more than my salary
was for a year.”
Clark and his teammates traveled by
trains back in the 40’s and 50’s, and he said
that “The furthest trip was to St. Louis. I
hated a train. I couldn’t sleep. We played
cards and just shot the bull to kill time.”
When he was a teenager, his uncles
took him to Yankee Stadium to witness Lou
Gehrig’s legendary Farewell Speech in 1939.
“We had the last seat in the stadium, way
upstairs in left field.”
An All-State shortstop at St. Mary’s
High, Allie said his best teammates were Joe
Conroy and Tommy Zebro, and the Eagles’
biggest rival was St. Peter’s. He also named
Chet Sprague and Ernie Read as the best
Hoffman players of the time. He said that
Joe Conroy “Was good enough to be a pro
ballplayer, and his brother Henny, who
pitched for Hoffman was good too. My
friend Gene O’Toole, who was mascot on
our basketball team and I are the only 2 left,
and Remy Schultz, who lives in Wilmington
and I are the only 2 surviving from the ’40
baseball team.”
He recently said that his biggest moment in baseball was when “I walked into
Yankee Stadium for the first time, and looked
at idols like Joe DiMaggio in the clubhouse.” Clark also said that DiMaggio and
Ted Williams were the most talented players he ever played with or against.
Allie recalled playing in the South
Amboy City Baseball League against much
older men, when he was a teenager, “Mickey
Czok didn’t want to pitch to me, saying I was
too young, but I got 3 hits off him while
playing for Mechanicsville.”
Allie and his good friend, South Amboy
Police Chief Jim Wallis are huge supporters

By Tom Burkard

1947-The World Series Champion New York Yankees from (l) Joe DiMaggio, Spud
Chandler, George Stirnweiss, Floyd Bevans, Allie Clark, Billy Johnson, Ralph Houk, Yogi
Berra, Vic Raschi, Johnny Lindell, Allie Reynolds, Charlie Keller, George McQuinn, Bobby
Brown, Frank Shea.

of Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey, who is a top
pitching prospect for the NY Mets farm
system. “I hope he’s the next star from
Sayreville and South Amboy to follow us in
the big leagues,” Clark stated.
He also mentioned that 3 of his biggest
regrets in life were:
1.The elbow surgery in the ’46 offseason. “It was the biggest mistake I ever
made, getting surgery on my arm. I should
have taken treatments. It didn’t ruin my
career, but curtailed me from playing everyday. I had a good arm before the surgery. I
don’t know why I did it. There were very
few arm operations back then. They said
some tissues were tight, but they didn’t
know what they were doing,” he said. 2.Getting involved in the bar business as a partner
of Allie Clark’s Sportsman’s Inn, located at
117 N. Broadway, South Amboy (Currently
Landmark Tavern & Cafe). “Cleveland
didn’t like the idea of me being in the bar
business. A couple of my Yankee teammates, Tommy Henrich and George
Stirnweiss used to come down. They owned
a beer franchise,” he said. He also brought
teammates from the A’s and Indians to the
Inn occasionally. 3. His brief experience in
South Amboy politics in the 1960’s, when
he was a councilman. “I didn’t care for it,
and wasn’t cut out for it. When I got beat I
was happy,” Clark said. He lost to Jim
Inman in the race for Councilman of the
Fourth Ward.
Allie has attended 4 old-timers games
at Yankee Stadium, and said that the most
special was the last one, which was about 15
years ago, when his good friend and teammate, Dr. Bobby Brown was honored. Also,
many members of the Clark Family attended,
and were treated like royalty at a beautiful
party with the other Old Timers and their
families.
He loved to face left-handed Hall-ofFamer Hal Newhouser. “I could hit him
pretty good. The toughest lefty I faced was
Whitey Ford. I got a couple hits off him, but
not too many. He was a great pitcher.”
During the off-season one year, Allie
toured with Gil Hodges and other big leaguers including Ralph Houk and Gene
Hermanski. “Gil was one of the best. Everyone talked about what a gentleman he
was. He should be in the Hall-of-Fame.
In the 1960’s, his old high school coach,
and then Recreation Director, John
Zdanewicz hired him as a Recreation Assistant.
The City of South Amboy honored Allie
by naming the youth league fields “The
Allie Clark Sports Complex” several years
ago. “I’m very lucky that Mayor O’Leary,
the City Council and Recreation Dept. named
the complex after me. Last year, high school
girls painted a mural on the Little League
building with all of South Amboy’s pro
players on it. That was wonderful! I really
enjoy this town! I could never understand
why Sayreville never dedicated a field or

park to honor my very good friend, Ed
“Buddy” Popowski, who was in the Boston
Red Sox organization for 64 years.” Allie
and “Buddy” first met back in ’41 when he
played in the Eastern Shore League, and
Popowski was with a Red Sox farm team.
They were best of friends for life, and until
Popowski’s death on Dec. 4, 2001, Clark
would drive “Pop” around in the off-season
for many years. They would go to Jamesburg
to visit “Red” Richards, a friend who played
in the minors, and also the Sayreville American Legion to kill time and talk about the
“good old days.” “My best memory of
“Pop” was when I visited him at Spring
Training at Fort Meyers, Florida after the
Red Sox named a field after him,” said
Clark.
Another great moment in Clark’s illustrious life was when he received a special
diploma from St. Mary’s High School several years ago, along with the graduating
class. He had entered the military during
World War II, and was unable to graduate
with his Class in ’41. He was very touched
to be honored by his alma mater. “That was
wonderful! It was the greatest standing
ovation I ever received. The whole gym
stood up,” he said.
Allie was Grand Marshal in the South
Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade in ’82, and
“I’m still there in the parade every year. You
feel wonderful! I’ve been out of the limelight in baseball for over 60 years, and
everyone waves and yells ‘Allie, how ya’
doin,” he said.
Clark attends daily Mass at St. Mary
Church, and has served as an usher for many
years.
He watches the Yankees faithfully on
TV, and said Derek Jeter is his favorite
player, and he also likes manager Joe Torre.
“He’s a gentleman,” Clark stated.
Allie said that when he was a youngster,
his inspiration and hero was “Joe Gordon.
When I was growing up, South Amboy had
lots of great hitters like “Red” Cleary, Andy
Kane, Walt Rogers Sr., my friend Kenny’s
father. They were all good ballplayers, and
as a kid, I’d watch them sometimes.”
What advice would you give a youngster who wants to be a big leaguer? “Play as
much baseball as you can, but most importantly, get that high school education. If you
can get to college, fine. It’s not easy for a kid
to make the Major Leagues,” he said.
When I asked Allie why he will be
considered a New York Yankee forever, he
stated that, “I guess it’s because I’m from
around this area. A lot of people don’t
realize I played with the White Sox for 3
months, and also Cleveland and the Philadelphia Athletics.”
*A very special thank you to my great
friend, Mr. Allie Clark, for giving me the
opportunity to interview him on numerous
occasions for “Allie Clark: Forever A New
York Yankee.” He is a very special person,
and a true inspiration to so many people in
the local communities.
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A Small World
By Marge (Garsick) Moskwa

What a small world this is! On a cruise
from Rome to Greece with my daughter and
grandson, Diane and Robert Fisher, I saw
someone in Athens resembling Mary Kelly
from Henry St. I didn’t say anything at the
time. But the next day on the ship, I came
face-to-face with her and still could not believe it was her. I asked her if she was actually
Mary and she said yes. We were both surprised to realize that out of millions of people
in Athens, you would meet someone from
little old South Amboy a mile square. I wish
the lottery was that lucky for me.

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy
"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"
• Money Orders
• Money Grams
• Film Developing
• All Utility Bills
• Fax
• Greeting Cards
•

Medical/Surgical Supplies

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens

Lookin’ Back At
1987

132 North Broadway
South Amboy, NJ 08879

732-721-0137

By Tom Burkard

It’s been 20 years since—Stanley
Szatkowski and Leon Cieslarczyk were
named Polish American Citizens Club “Citizens of the Year.” A South Amboy youngster, Robert Kovacs met future Hall-of-Fame
pitcher, Phil Niekro while visiting relatives
in Ohio. The Alex Hunter Stores were
located at 106 South Broadway, South
Amboy. The always-popular Father Andrew Szaroleta was appointed Pastor of St.
Bernadette Church. Jag’s White Eagle, 114
North Feltus Street, South Amboy now featured Cheryl’s Kitchen. Craig Coughlin
was South Amboy’s City Council President.
Mike O’Connor won the first South Amboy
Singles Horse Shoe championship. St.
Mary’s senior, Dawn Castellano met Pope
John Paul II on his U.S. visit. The Gaslight
Lounge was located on John Street in South
Amboy.

We Deliver The
Goods!
By Frank Hunt

OIL TANK
REMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL
• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

(732)

ASI 566-0281
ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENT

This was the motto of the US Merchant
Marines in WW II, and they did! Despite all
of the hardships and dangers that mission
entailed. It was a brave lad indeed that
“signed on” as crew of a T-2 Tanker, loaded
with Aviation gasoline and P-51 Mustangs
Fighters as deck cargo; bound for Britain
across the stormy North Atlantic, knowing
the Nazi submarine Wolf-Packs gave TOP
PRIORITY to sink these same ships. Winston Churchill stated that his greatest fear
during the War was the German submarine
menace. And rightly so! It that struggle was
lost, so was the war! The loss of life among
the Merchant Marines was at the highest rate
of all US forces during WW II. Still, they
came forward to man the ships: the liberty
ships; the tankers; the victory ships. They
carried the guns, planes, tanks, fuel and
troops that won the victory!
The people of South Amboy can be
justly proud of their own WW II Merchant
Marines: Jack Pearson, Leon R. Leonard,
Umberto “Al” Montenero, David “Snuffy”
Quinlan, Francis J. “Frank” Dooling,
Michael J. “Bud” Hubbs, Edward “Eddie”
Gleason, Andrew “Andy” Baumgartner Sr.,
brothers Thomas Jaskowiak, and Raymond
“Tarzy” Jaskowiak.
After the War there was no GI Bill or
Veteran’s Status granted to these unsung
heroes. It was just “back to work as ususal.”
Finally, after much prodding and “arm twisting,” in 1999, Congress awarded Veteran’s
Status to the few surviving Merchant Marines of WW II. Now they can receive
treatment for their War wounds and ailments at the VA clinics and hospitals, and
when they “sign on” to go to their eternal
destination, their resting place will be marked
with a VA gravestone. Right and fairness
has prevailed after ! (Alas! The fleeting
years glide on).
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
1942 Hoffman
Baseball Team:
One For The Books
How often does local high school varsity baseball teams feature players who will
go on to play professional ball? Very seldom, especially these days, but back in the
Spring of ’42, Coach Eugene “Jimmy”
Dobrzynski’s Hoffman Governors had
would you believe, three future minor leaguers in his starting lineup: seniors Walt and
Kenny Rogers, and freshman Rudy
Neumann.
Most people would think that this would
be a pretty good club, but ironically, the
season sadly ended as the only winless one
in South Amboy/Hoffman High history (012).
The list of losses and scores: Leonardo
23-1; Sayreville ?; Leonardo 10-0; Atlantic
Highlands 7-3; Matawan 22-8; Keyport 4-2;
St. Mary’s SA 11-10; Atlantic Highlands 43; Matawan 6-2; Keyport 3-1; Sayreville 76; St. Mary’s SA 4-1.
Sure, it’s easy for me, 65 years later to
research the whole season, thanks to Kenny
Rogers’ 99.9% completed scrapbook, and
come to the conclusion that they dropped
three, 1-run games, and two, 2-run contests,
that with any breaks could have been victories for the Purple & Gold. Unfortunately,
the overall offense was weak, and the defense even less effective. Granted, it was a
short season, but you have to wonder why
only 2 pitchers were used the entire season,
with Kenny Rogers (0-10), the ace of the
staff, and Bob Jonason, who also patrolled
left field was (0-2). Although it was a
difficult year, Kenny Rogers was still considered a top pitcher, and was selected Groups
1 & 2 All-State 2nd team.
Walt Rogers was easily the top hitter
with an average of .312, and only 3 other
starters hit for averages between .207-.233.
Walt also led the Guvs in hits with 10, and
tied for most doubles with third baseman Ed
Skarzynski (2). Walt hit the only home run
of the season in the last game against St.
Mary’s.
Other starters were first baseman Art
Zaleski, second baseman Neumann, and right
fielder Jim Kelly. The reserves were Fred
Dunham, Gus Galley, Tony Zaleski and
Charlie Dean.
In a recent interview with Kenny Rogers,
he joked about the ’42 club, “We were in a
slump. That was experience the hard way,
getting it with lumps.” He also noted that
“There were only 7 boys in our senior class.
When Sayeville High School opened, they
took our good players including Ralph
Evigan, Nick DeBiase, Archie Prusakowski,
Tomaszewski, and Sprague.”
Despite the season of futility, the determined trio of Walt and Kenny Rogers, and
Rudy Neumann shook it off, and kept a
positive mental attitude, as they continued
to work hard and hone their baseball skills,
enough to become prolific players, and sign
professional contracts. Walt went all the
way to Triple-A ball, and later had a highly
successful building business. Kenny pitched
in the minors, and even struck out Jackie
Robinson and Pee Wee Reese, who went on
to the Hall-of-Fame. He was also an outstanding local building contractor, and became a South Amboy Councilman in the
early 1970’s. Rudy was a mailman for many
years in South Amboy, retiring from the
South Amboy Post Office. Their teammate,
catcher Leroy “Red” Kurtz, who caught
every inning in ’42, progressed through the
ranks of the South Amboy Police Dept., and
became Chief of Police.
The Spring of ’42 was tough on the
Hoffman Governors, but did nothing to curtail the desire of these fine gentleman, to
excel at something they really loved doing,
playing baseball. Even more importantly,
they became huge successes in the game of
life.
Mets young superstar David Wright is pictured
during an interview prior to the recent MetsPirates game at Shea Stadium. (Photo by
Brian Stratton)£

Glory Days In
Local Sports
1948-Al “Crazy Legs”
Draeger scored 49 points for
Sayreville’s football team in only
4 games, but suffered a chippedvertebrae to end his season. 1950Hoffman pounded Point Pleasant 9-4 in baseball. Winning
pitcher, Billy Bouchard fired a
4-hitter and struck out 9. He also had a
perfect 4-for-4 day at the plate including 2
doubles and 4 RBI. John “Skeets”
Skarzynski drilled a single, double and 3
RBI. 1964-The Bombers blasted Red Bank
Catholic, 34-0 on the gridiron. Quarterback
John Karlowitz fired a 16-yard touchdown
strike to Larry Wallace, and ran for another
TD. John McCarthy, Bob Kess, and
Kurczeski also ran for TD’s. 1978-St. Mary’s
girls basketball team nipped Immaculata,
64-62 in the CJ Group I state tourney. Kathy
Redling burned the nets for 28 points, and
was followed by Ann Noble 14 and Sue
Wilson 12. 1984-Peter Smith poured in 34
points to crack the 1,000 point career mark,
and lead the Guvs to a 76-58 romp over East
Brunswick Tech. Pat Leonard added 15 and
Joe Lewis 13 points. 1996-St. Mary’s
throttled South River, 5-0 in girls soccer.
Melissa Furey blasted in 3 goals, Laurie
Florek 1, and Nicole Montanile 1. Janine
Swanson recorded the 8-save shutout. 2001Cardinal McCarrick mauled Middlesex, 2812 in football play. Chris Dobrowolski
broke loose for TD runs of 2, 13, and 32
yards, while racking up 191 yards rushing
on 19 attempts. Quarterback Kevin Ousley
fired a 9-yard TD pass to Jose Rosario, and
he also finished 7-for-11, and 101 yards
passing, as well as running for 2 extra points.
Yare Kozlowski kicked 2 extra points.

T.H.E.
Game
Year-1964
Sport-Football
Teams-South River
(2-2) vs. Sayreville (3-1)
Recap-Two first half, 2-yard touchdown
runs, and an extra point kick by fullback Jim
Miara led the Bombers to a 13-6 victory
over their neighboring rivals. The Rams
were led by soph quarterback sensation, Joe
Theismann, who went on to star in the NFL.
John McCarthy paced the Sayreville ground
attack with 123 yards in 18 rushes. Other
key plays for the Blue & Gray were a 24yard pass from quarterback John Karlowitz
to Larry Wallace, and a second quarter
fumble recovery by Gary Bodak. Theismann
scored for SR on a 1-yard plunge.
MVP-Jim Miara, who scored all of the Bombers’ points.

Trip To Mets Game
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is sponsoring a trip to the Phillies-Mets game on
Mon., Aug. 27th. Ticket cost is $56 per
person (includes transportation). Seating is
in lower level. The trip is open to Sayreville
residents. Sign up at the Rec Office Mon.Fri. 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. For more info call
732-390-7092.
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From The Sports Archives

1960-Three of Coach Homer Dill’s Sayreville Bomber football standouts were (l-r) Ron
Skwira, Len Merski and John Benner. (Photo courtesy of Homer & Shirley Dill)

Little League Memories
By The Ghost 2

Few people if any recall that this epic
Little League game ever occurred, but back
in 1956 and for several years later, it was
often talked about in South Amboy LL
circles. It was usually referred to as The
Game, and was the ’56 Little League championship game between the Knights of Columbus (blue uniforms) and Weiss Clothing
(green uniforms). Because of sensible rules
passed since that time to protect the health of
young players, games like this are a thing of
the past. The K of C defeated Weiss in a 10inning marathon by a score of 2-1. Starting
pitchers Jack Gallagher and Tom Fitzmorris
Jr. went the distance, striking out about 15
batters apiece. There were hardly any walks
issued, and less than 10 total hits in the
game. Gallagher used his sharp breaking
curveball, and Fitzmorris his blazing fastball.
Tied at 1-1 after 6 regulation innings, 3 more
extras could not break the tie. Umpire
Kuran, (Father of Sayreville great, Ron
Kuran), decided that the 10th inning would
be the final due to the twilight, soon to
become darkness on this late August evening.
Weiss failed to score in the top of the
10th, Fitzmorris led off in the bottom of the
10th for K of C, and after pitching around
him several times with intentional walks,
Weiss’ decided to pitch to him, probably
because they did not want to put the winning
run on first with no one out. Tom promptly
lined one of Gallagher’s curveballs into leftcenter for a double. A passed ball/wild pitch
between Gallagher and catcher Whitey Volk
allowed Fitzmorris to move to third base.
Batter Billy Subjack than executed a perfect
squeeze bunt down the first base line for a
single, driving in the winning run, and giving the Knights the championship.
Although the Casey’s celebrated wildly,
in truth, both teams were relieved to be free

from all the pressure of yelling coaches and
screaming parents and other spectators.
Weiss was coached by Jim Inman. Some of
their key players were Gallagher, Volk, Pat
Marotta, Pete Inman, Frank Ruszala, Manny
Formoso and Bob Kupcha. The K of C club
was coached by Tom Fitzmorris Sr.. Key
players were: Fitzmorris Jr., Subjack, George
Keenan, Bob and Joe Monaghan, George
Stramback and Ray Creed.
It should be noted that Fitzmorris and
Gallagher were not the only talented pitchers in the league in ’56, as the league was
loaded with other talented hurlers, like Jack
Seaman of Daylight Bakery (The Best), a
young Joe Pohl of Lions Club, Joe Jankowski
and Ron Jurski of Protection, and Bob
Poetsch of PBA. Many of the above mentioned players would go on to careers as
varsity players and more.

Mets Phenom Jose Reyes utilizes his
outstanding speed to score another run.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke fishing in the
Bay and Ocean has been
really good! More big
fish up to 13 pounds are
being brought in. Sandy
Hook and Ambrose channels have produced
the greatest number of the big fish population. My wife and I gave it a try on the first
weekend in August. We fished from a small
boat out of Atlantic Highlands. We managed to catch only 16 shorts, no keepers. We
caught the usual Sea Robins and 2 small
Bluefish. Party Boat fishing for big Bluefish
in the 6 to 14 pound range class remains
excellent, as good as it gets! Bonito of
which there were only a few, now just about
cover Barnegat Ridge and are working there
way north. Mixed in are Dolphin Fish and a
few of the Spanish and King Mackerel. Surf
fishing in the ocean consists of mostly Bluefish and a few Stripers. Action is hit and
miss. A few Kingfish are being caught in
areas to our south. Bottom fishing for Ling
and Sea Bass is very good. Porgies are also
mixed in with some quite large. Weakfish
action in Barnegat Bay is something to talk
about. They are starting to show up in Raritan
Bay.
Fresh Water
The Delaware River has very good action for Small mouth Bass. Most are small
but some are up to18 inches. Carp and
Catfish remain good but best caught at night.
Your best bet for catching Hybrid Striped
Bass in Spruce Run and Lake Hopatcong is
early in the morning or very late in the day.
If you don’t mind traveling a little, Northern
Pike are regularly in the Passaic River at
Fairfield.

Obituaries
Antonelli, Ida, 85, of Parlin died on
July 26.
Bamburak, Frank, 76, of Sayreville died
on Aug. 2.
Chuilli, Thomas E. Jr., 65, formerly of
South Amboy died on July 13.
Eppinger, Carol L., 64, of Sayreville
died on July 20.
Golaszewski, John B., 84, of Sayreville
died on July 18.
Griffith, Anne, 80, of Sayreville died
on July 19.
Johnson, Karen E. McNamara of South
Amboy died on July 23.
Kane, Donald, 75, of Parlin died on
July 27.
Krasovich, Grace C., 82, of Parlin died
on July 24.
Maag, Grace, 63, formerly of Sayreville
died on July 31.
Mauro, Joan, 77, of South Amboy died
on July 30.
McDonald, Johanna, 60, of Parlin died
on July 31.
Nebus, Walter J., 79, of Parlin died on
July 27.
Nizolek, Margaret Yanas, 85, of
Melrose, died on July 18.
Penachio, Emily, 80, of Parlin died on
July 29.
Pohl, Phyllis M. Perrotta, 62, of Parlin
died on Aug. 1.
Rasmussen, Poul F., 79, of South
Amboy died on July 29.
Soldano, Nancy B., 59, formerly of
South Amboy died on July 25.
Stilo, Raymond J., 86, of South Amboy
died on July 12.
Thompson, Joan, 80, of Sayrevilled died
on July 25.
Tomaszewski, Felicia A., 35, formerly
of Sayreville died on July 23.
Walsh, Clementine, 88, of Sayreville
died on July 16.

Swing Band At Park
On Wed., Aug. 22, The Middlesex
County Parks & Recreation will sponsor
The Richard Reiter Swing Band with vocalist Tricia Slafta will perform at Raritan Bay
Waterfront Park located at the South Amboy/
Sayreville Beachfront, O’Leary Blvd., from
6:30-8:30 p.m. For more info, contact Jackie
Neill, Recreation Supervisor at 732-7453936.
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INTRODUCING THE SOUTH AMBOY REC
COUNSELORS & SUPERVISOR
The City of South Amboy Recreation
Department sponsors the Summer Arts &
Crafts Program at five parks for the entertainment of our youngsters. The program
began Monday, June 25, 2007 and ran
through to Friday, August 3, 2007.
Mary Lou DeBlis, Director of Recreation would like to introduce the counselors
who worked at these parks and their Supervisor.
Karen Charmello Koestler, Assistant
Recreation Supervisor, started with the program in 1985 as a Counselor, moving up to
her current position in 1988.
Stephanie Kasics, SOUTH PINE AVENUE PARK, is a 2003 graduate of South
Amboy High School and graduated in May
from Kean University with a Bachelors degree in Elementary Education. This was her
fifth year with the program.
Danielle Morales, HUGHES/BROWN
PARK, BARKALOW STREET , is a 2003
graduate of South Amboy High School and
is attending Berkeley College majoring in
Fashion Marketing/Management where she
will be graduating later this year. This is
Danielle’s fourth year with the program.
Alison Lampart, DAVID STREET
PARK, is a 2004 graduate of South Amboy
High School and is entering her senior year
at Kean University, majoring in Early Childhood Education/English. This is Alison’s
fourth year with the Rec.
Jared Gonsalves, SOUTH PINE AVENUE PARK, is a 2003 graduate of South
Amboy High School and is attending Rutgers
University majoring in Psychology.
Jared has been with the program for
four years.
Kristin Housman, JOHN CISZEWSKI
PARK, CONOVER STREET, is a 2005
graduate of Cardinal McCarrick H. S. and is
attending Kean University majoring in Early
Childhood. This is her third year with the
Rec.
Colleen Cyriax, HUGHES/BROWN
PARK, BARKALOW STREET , is a 2004
graduate of Bishop Ahr H.S. and is entering
her senior year at Fairleigh Dickinson University majoring in Psychology. Colleen
has been with the rec for three years.
Jaclyn
Keegan,
AUGUST
CHARMELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is a 2005 graduate of South Amboy
H.S. and is attending Kean University ma-

Knightly News
By Steve Schmid

The South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426 hold an outing with the Somerset
Patriots Sat., Aug. 25, 7 p.m. at Commerce
Bank Ballpark. Cost is $40 and includes the
Party Deck with buffet dinner, and unlimited soft drinks. A special autograph session
with Patriots’ manager and former Yankee
relief ace and Cy Young Award winner,
Sparky Lyle is available. Children can shag
balls with the Patriots before the game. The
Council also has a West Point bus trip Fri.,
Nov. 9 to see nationally ranked Rutgers play
Army. Bus leaves Council at 4 p.m. Cost of
$70 includes sandwiches and refreshments.
For more info call Albert at 646-208-3283
or 732-721-2025.

joring in Social Work. This is Jackie’s
second year with the program.
Katie Ziola, AUGUST CHARMELLO
PARK, CONLOGUE AVENEU, is a 2005
graduate of St. John Vianney H.S. and is
attending Salisbury University majoring in
Communication Arts/Mass Media. This is
Katie’s first year with the program.
Tom Szatkowski, HUGHES/BROWN
PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 2006
graduate of South Amboy H.S. and is attending St. John’s University majoring in
Criminal Justice. This is his first year with
the rec.
Adam Szatkowski, AUGUST
CHARMELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is a 2007 graduate of Christian Brothers Academy and will be attending Florida
Southern College majoring in Athletic Training. A.J. was a community service counselor with the rec for two years and this is his
first year as an official counselor.
Kyle DeLucca, DAVIS STREET
PARK, is a 2005 graduate of South Amboy
H.S. and is a Junior attending Ramapo College majoring in Communications. This is
Kyle’s first year with the program.
Brittany Biesiada, SOUTH PINE AVENUE PARK, is a 2007 graduate of Cardinal McCarrick H.S. and will be attending
Seton Hall University in the fall majoring in
English. This is Brittany’s first year with the
Rec.
Amanda Parsons, JOHN CISZEWSKI
PARK, CONOVER STREET, is a 2007
graduate of South Amboy H.S. and will be
attending Middlesex County College majoring in Nursing. This is her first year with
the program.

The Summer Of ’69
By The Ghost 2

When most people think about the Summer of 1969, they might recall Neil, Buzz
and Mike landing on the moon; or perhaps
the Woodstock Music Concert; maybe even
the Manson cult Helter Skelter murders, or
Ted Kennedy at Chappaquiddick Bridge.
Then of course, there was the Miracle Mets
and their October surprise over the Orioles.
My fondest memory from the Summer
of ’69 is the Roddy’s Bar South Amboy
Slow Pitch League and Playoff championship team. The squad had a combined record
of 16-4 after defeating English Chevron in
the playoffs. The team was composed of a
great group of guys, combining veterans
and younger players, many of whom hung
out at the local bistro named Roddy’s Tavern on Feltus Street.
Some of the most important players
were pitchers Frank Kennedy and Paul Kurtz,
who also acted as manager, catcher Ned
Moran, first baseman Tom Fitzmorris, infielders Jerry Drill, Jimmy Kennedy, Pat
Mullane, third baseman Bob DeJoy, outfielders Joe McCarthy (tragically killed in a
car crash that June), Leo Dohan, Fran
Fitzmorris, Ed O’Leary, Al Ust. Roddy’s
would continue to field successful teams for
the next 3 years, but this was his only championship season. It was a great place to
hangout, with its unusual cast of local color
characters.

The South Amboy Recreation Counselors For The Summer Program
Back Row (l-r) Brittany Biesiada, Andrea Herdman, Katie Ziola, Jared Gonsalves, Tom
Szatkowski, AJ Szatkowski, Stephanie Kasics, Kyle DeLucca. Front Row (l-r) Kaleigh
DeLucca, Danielle Morales, Victoria Russell, Jackie Keegan, Colleen Cyriax, Allison
Lampart, Kristin Housman, Amanda Parsons. Missing from photo Colin DeLucca and Laura
Schmidt. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

On Saturday July 21, 2007 Cub Scout Pack 391 enjoyed a weekend camping trip at
Voorhees State Park.. The boys helped in setting up their tents, some helped prepare dinner
& breakfast for the camp & they also enjoyed a hike through the forest. They were also treated
to a “Survival in the Woods” program run by the park & they had hands-on learning , as to
how to build a shelter. Pictured here are the campers, Ethan Dobrzynski, Jesse Richter,
Richie Fiehl, Eddie Zuppa, Frankie Herslak, Peter Zuppa, John Bellanich
Bobby Bielkowski. Kneeling in front are Patrick Scupp & Chris Schweikert. not pictured is
Zenon Yanez
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Raritan River Wins Title
By Tom Burkard

1977-The Raritan River Railroad baseball team came back from a last place finish
(5-9) during the regular season to capture
the playoff championship, marking the first
time in league history that all teams, regardless of their records would be allowed to
compete in the playoffs.
I was honored to be the manager of this
group of talented teenagers, and I’ll never
forget seeing their game-to-game improvement, which certainly peaked in the playoffs. My superb coaches were Bruce Ramar
and George Hubbs.
Everyone contributed to the the “Last to
First” championship, with John Inman leading the way, both at the plate and on the
pitchers’ mound, where he racked up countless strikeouts. He led the team with a .513
regular season batting average, and .692 in
5 playoff games. He also won all 4 playoff
games. During the regular season, Tim
Kelly was 2nd with a .372 avg., and was
followed by team leader, Tom “Thurm”
O’Connor .361, Brian Grover .345, Shawn
Leonard .324, Co-Captain Dave Brady .317,
and rookie Andy Pipala .281.
During the playoffs, top averages behind Inman’s astronomical .692 mark were
Grover .562, rookie John Mulligan .500,
Pipala .400, O’Connor .333, Brady .333. In
the thrilling championship round, Raritan
River upset heavily-favored powerhouse,
Independence Hose.
Other important members of the ’77 SA
Champion Raritan River Railroad were;
Darren Gorczyca, Bob Aucone, Co-Captain

Billy Brown, Bob Egan, Bill Wagner, Chris
Mierzwiak, Darryl Ball, Mike Savin and
Jimmy Leach.
This was a great time for me, and I was
honored to have been able to manage such a
talented, hard-working, and fun group of
youngsters. I can honestly say that this was
a very special group of young baseball players, who never gave up, even though the
odds were very heavily-stacked against them.
Raritan River went on to shock the South
Amboy baseball world by winning the ’77
Babe Ruth championship. The memories
are priceless! Thanks guys, and wherever
you are, God bless you. You’re the greatest!
Most of the team returned in ’78, under
a new sponsor, Mario’s Sub Shop, and easily won the pennant and playoff championship. Several players went on to outstanding
varsity baseball careers.

Legion Baseball
The team and all our coaches would
like to thank Post 62 for all of their support
throughout the season. We will be back!
Special thanks to Wayne O. Jr., for all
your help! Sons of the Legion, Main Liquors-Hershey, Mary Lou DeBlis-South
Amboy Recreation, Gregg Celentano & his
crew-County Parks Dept. “Great job on the
fields!” The parents for your support.
To all our players that are moving on to
college, good luck with your future careers
in baseball, and in whatever life brings.
Don Applegate-Manager, Kevin
Mundy-Coach, Dan DeJoy-Coach, Casey
Jukus-Scorekeeper

LETTERS
Hi Tom,
It’s Saturday morning and I just received my first SA Times by mail, and love
it! The picture, unless I’ve lost my mind is
the Morgan drawbridge. Part of my memories are driving to work at Cheesequake
State Park for 17 summers from 1966-83
over that bridge everyday. Your newspaper
is so much fun. My brother and I talk about
it all the time! I know the “Ghost” identity
is the worst kept secret, however the clue
that led me to his identity was the Winthrop
College reference. This is fun! Keep up the
good work!
Fran Fitzmorris
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Subject:
Sayreville Independence Day Celebration Shared Services Agreement with
Starland Ballroom
I would first, like to express my deepest
thanks and gratitude to all of our sponsors,
borough employees and volunteers who
participated in this year’s event, especially
the Rosedale Band for performing at the
skate park, Councilwomen Kathy
Makowski, Council President Tom Pollando,
Councilmen Dan Buchanan, Dennis
Grobelny and Stanley Drawl, Business Administrator Jeff Bertrand, Dare Officer Chip
Blazes, and resident Chip Eicher for working the Dunk Tank and Pie Throwing events
and raising money for the Sayreville VFW
retuning Vet’s Fund. All your help made
those events a great success! The prized
Yankee tickets for the Hot Dog eating con-

test were supplied by Council President
Tom Pollando and were greatly appreciated
by the winners.
This year’s incredible entertainment
would not have been possible without the
outstanding efforts of AEG Starland Ballroom. The Recreation Department made an
agreement with Starland Ballroom to supply top quality entertainment Bands, Gary
U. S. Bonds, Slippery When Wet A Bon Jovi
Tribute Band and Matt O’Ree Band from
3:00 pm until 9:15 pm and all sound equipment required for the event “Free of Charge”
in exchange for allowing them to sell beer,
soda, and water, along with the use of a
borough owned pieced of equipment the
show mobile stage for two events this summer. The only responsibility of the borough
was to deliver and pickup the stage, which
the borough uses only 4-5 times per year at
a total cost of $322.00 per event.
The agreement was Starland Ballroom
would supply $12,840.00 - $900.00 (profit
from beer soda, and water) plus a
$2,000,000.00 insurance policy and security protection while the stage was in their
possession, for a total of $11,940.00 of services for the people of Sayreville to enjoy.
The show mobile stage cost the taxpayers of
Sayreville $85,000.00 to purchase an under
utilized idle piece of equipment, but would
only have cost $644.00 to supply for the 2
events.
I contacted Wenger Inc. the manufacturer of the stage, to find out rental charges
for the stage and was informed that they do
not rent stages, but the majority of towns and
counties who purchase the stage rent it to
recoup its cost. A stage similar to ours is
owned by Middlesex County Parks and
Recreation and can be rented by any
Middlesex County organization for $400.00
per day. Fees include delivery, setup and
pickup as long as the stage is used in
Middlesex County. Using the county figures of $400.00 per day, Starland’s obligation to the Borough would have been approximately $1600.00 for the two events.
Again “THANK YOU!” AEG Starland
Ballroom for working with the Sayreville
Recreation Department and supplying all
the entertainment and sound equipment for
our Independence Day Celebration, you are
truly the definition of a “GOOD NEIGHBOR”.
Starland Ballroom has quietly supported
the organizations of Sayreville by sponsoring The Sayreville Leprechaun Football
Team, donating $3,500.00 to the Sayreville
PBA picnic, donating $500.00 to the “Hit
the Bricks” 5 mile race for the Brain Injured
Children and provide their building “NO
CHARGE” for Dare’s Domestic Violence
Night and The Sayreville War Memorial
High School “Espresso Cafe” Talent Show.
Thank you for all your support! I look
forward to working with you for many years’
to come. The Sayreville Recreation Department with the support of the governing body
is looking forward to presenting another
spectacular event in 2008 for the residents of
Sayreville to enjoy.
Very Truly Yours,
The Borough of Sayreville
Director of Recreation
Jerry Ust
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Sayreville’s Greg Evigan: Actor Supreme And Much More
By Tom Burkard

Actor/Musician Greg Evigan (l) was inducted
into the Sayreville War Memorial High School
Hall of Fame back in May. Also pictured is
Barbara Caruso (c) who sang the National
Anthem, and her husband, Paul Caruso (r),
who is a music teacher at Sayreville War
Memorial HS.

World renowned actor/singer/
songwriter/musician, Greg Evigan a 1971
graduate of Sayreville War Memorial HS,
was recently honored by being inducted into
the Sayreville High School Hall of Fame.
Although, I did not get to visit with
Greg this time, as he was on a very tight
schedule, I did interview him on two occasions, the first via long distance telephone
from Los Angeles, California in May 1997,
and the second time in person at a park in
North Brunswick, where he attended a huge
family reunion, back in June 1999. I have to
say that these are two of my all-time favorite
interviews, out of hundreds I’ve done in my
37 years of writing.
So, by popular demand, for Greg’s many
local fans, I have excerpted portions of both
interviews with this truly wonderful and
talented gentleman.
Greg Evigan was born in South Amboy,
and then lived in Morgan and later Oak Tree
sections of Sayreville. As a youngster, he
was a member of Boy Scout Troop 91. He
graduated from Jesse Selover School in
Morgan, and then went to Wilson School.

At Sayreville War Memorial HS, he “Was
always involved in plays and had a band.
We always kept up with the music,” said
Evigan.
Greg fondly recalled his bands, saying
that his first group was “The Carltons with
Fran Freeman, Brett Buhler, Joe Tanski, and
Brian Dowling on sax.” The second band
was The Royal Plums and he laughed as he
remembered the time when “We played at
the boat club in Morgan, and people would
pass the hat around, and we’d divide the
money up, right on stage.” Around 1967, he
played with The Strange Brew, a talented
group made up of Gene Crowley, Mickey
Kutz, Don David and Charlie Cunliffe.
Another one of his bands, IBM (Ill Bred
Minds), consisted of Gary Jensen, John
Vicari and George Bove. “IBM won first
place in a Battle of the Bands in 1970 or ’71.
In high school, music was in the forefront,
not acting. I had visions of doing the rock
thing,” he said.
He credits high school drama teacher
Pat Arvonio with being “A tremendous help
with my acting. He was a great drama
teacher, and introduced student writing of a
play and directing. He took us through the
steps. Instead of taking a play that everyone’s
known, we did it from scratch, and won a
bunch of contests including the Tri-State
Competiton. We won for “Hello Dolly” at
the Garden State Arts Center,” recalled
Evigan.
Greg played piano and wrote songs,
and Barbara Gerity combined with him for
two-part harmony, and they also won a tristate talent contest at the Arts Center. “This
was a confirmation that I could do this.
That’s the way I was really inspired,” he
stated.
Once the acting bug bit, Greg says that,
“I enjoyed it so much that I realized that I
would like to go into acting as a career.”
Two months out of high school, and only 17,
Evigan and a friend went to an open call
audition for the role of Jesus Christ in “Jesus
Christ Superstar” on Broadway. He recalled that, “I was hired after a total of 15
auditions, and the rest is history.”
His major break in acting came when he
landed the starring role of B.J. McKay on
the hit TV series, “B.J. and the Bear.” He
later went on to star in another hit television
show, “My Two Dads,” playing the role of

Joey Harris.
Evigan said that, “I like the acting and
doing movies, but the music is always burning in my heart. When I did “Jesus Christ
Superstar,” it was really as a singer. That
was my first professional job.”
As a highly successful actor, he has still
managed to keep up with his love for music.
Greg teamed with Paul Schaffer, band leader
of “The Late Show with David Letterman,”
and supplied the original music to “A Year
At The Top.” They were signed to
Casablanca Records and cut an album called
Greg & Paul. In addition, Evigan also cowrote and sang the theme song for “My Two
Dads.”
In 1997, Greg starred in “Pacific Palisades,” which at the time was the highest
rated show in history for a first run on Fox
TV. Also, that same year, he released an
excellent CD called “Slow Down,” which
featured 10 original songs, with an interesting blend of pop-rock, and R & B. He
produced, was involved in songwriting, singing, and performing the songs. “I also
named my record company, Amboy Music
Productions, Inc.,” he commented. Evigan
also went to London and recorded 4 more
pieces that will be on his new Classical
album, with the world-famous Royal Philharmonic Orchestra at Abbey Road Studios
in London. Greg will be featured at the
piano. He said that, “It was a whole different
thing from that pop CD.”
However, Evigan keeps on rockin,’ and
plays keyboards and sings background vocals in his son Jason’s rock band, “After
Midnight Project.” He also wrote a few of
the songs on the group’s first album. Greg
and Jason also co-wrote the song, “Mirror
Image,” that was featured on the first
“Osbourne Family Album.” The album
went Gold.
I asked Greg what words of wisdom
would you offer to a wannabe actor? “If you
want to be an actor and stay in it, and want
to do it, hang in there. I could do it, and I
came from Sayreville. You can do anything
you want if you really stick to it, put your
mind to it, don’t give up, and if you hang in
there long enough, somebody’s got to get
the spot.”
What do you miss most about living in
New Jersey? “I miss my relatives and friends.
When I’m back, I have such a good time

Hangouts

seeing everyone. Our family has really
grown to large proportions, and it’s really
great getting together.”
The Greg Evigan File:
*Musically gifted, Evigan plays piano,
drums, keyboards, and saxophone, and this
has inspired him to write in many different
musical styles. *In our ’99 interview, he
said that his favorite musicians were Bruce
Springsteen, David Bowie and Toni Braxton.
*His favorite actors included Robert DeNiro,
Dustin Hoffman, Al Pacino, and Brad Pitt.
*He said that his greatest moment in acting
(Up to ’99) was his role in “My Two Dads”
“Paul Riser was great! Going to work and
laughing everyday. It was just a good situation,” Evigan said. *As a teen, he would go
with bandmate, Gene Crowley to see Bruce
Springsteen playing in New York. Greg
said that, “Gene knew Clarence Clemons.
*As a kid, his heroes were Mickey Mantle,
Roger Maris and Bruce Springsteen, “Who
I met and he left an impression,” said Evigan.
*Greg Evigan resides in California with his
wife Pam, daughters Vanessa and Brianna,
and son Jason.

1999-World renowned actor/musician, Greg
Evigan is pictured at the huge Harris Family
Picnic in a nearby Middlesex County Park.
(Photo from The Tom Burkard Archives)

50TH Anniversary

By Tom Burkard
I knew some
readers had a favorite place to
go, just to hang
out and relax.
Former
South Amboy
resident and
’70 St. Mary’s graduate, Betty Therkelsen,
said, “The Rec was across the street from
the high school, and granted, it was for boys
only. My cousin Linda and I wanted to play
pool in there one day, and got into a fight
(Not with fists, just words) because they
wouldn’t let us stay. Now we were fighting
for the rights of all the girls of South Amboy,
and put up a good fight, but they were bigger
and meaner than we were, and we left. I’ll
never forget The Rec.”
Steve Fell, formerly of South Amboy
writes “What about these 2 places? The
Rec, a pool hall located on Stevens Ave.
between Church and First Streets. We also
played many card games at The Rec, and it
kept me in pocket money during high school
at Hoffman. The Astarita family owned it,
and also had a florist shop on Broadway.
Also, The Extraback, where many, many
parties took place in the late 60’s and early
70’s. I now live in North Carolina, and look
forward to your paper each month, keep up
the good work.”
Fran Fitzmorris, former SA resident
and St. Mary’s Class of ’65 grad also re-

membered The Rec. I hung out there for 5
years. What made it different was that it was
only for guys. The girls never really tried to
come in (Except for Betty Therkelsen &
cousin). Another hangout was Kenny’s on
Stevens Ave. next to Mike’s on David St. It
was where the Hoffman guys mainly hung
out.
There was also a pizza place,
Abbatiello’s on Stevens Ave. between
Henry and John Streets, which was a popular hangout in the late 50’s early 60’s. It was
closed by the mid ‘60’s. I believe that those
late 50’s and early 60’s places to be were
Abbatiello’s and Kenny’s. During those
years, every Friday night during the summer, there were the sock-hop dances held in
the Little Court by the old Police Station on
John St., run by Jim Inman or “Butch”
Tomaszewski. How about that! My friends
and I would use the dances to play chase or
scun. Great time! However by ’62, the
momentum had switched to The Rec and
Prasnal’s. Think about this: For about 25
years, early 50’s through at least the mid
‘70’s, most every teenage thing centered on
Main St. to John St. along Stevens Ave. I
had the honor and pleasure to have been in
the middle of it. You can see why I love this
town. Today, when I drive through town, I
always drive that strip, and you can feel the
GHOST of the past and SMILE. The whole
City Hall area was quite a place. Why have
I made such a big deal about the hangouts?

It helped define your youth and made us
who we are today.”
Tom Fitzmorris, a former SA resident
mentioned, Gus Potts,’ Vince Poulsen’s
Confectionery, and the uptown hangout,
which was Tarallo’s.
Former South Amboy resident, Bob
Graber said, “Back in the 50’s, we went to
Abbatiello’s on Saturday night for pizza,
sausage sandwiches, etc. Kenny’s Sweet
Shoppe was the main hangout with all the
hot cars parked nearby. Borbely’s was also
a popular spot (bar and pizzeria). The diner
(Raritan Diner) was a good place for hamburgers. Mike was the chef. Al Astarita
had a pool business right across the street
from St. Mary’s and located close to Vince
the Barber, my good fried until he passed
away. Tom Kuc and I used to go to Pete’s
on Bordentown Ave. in Sayreville for pizza.
It was located near the Polish store.
Stewart’s on 35 in Morgan was also very
popular. My brother John was a car hop. On
Saturdays and Sundays, we played games of
20 round robin at the “Tank” and go to
Tarallo’s store for drinks. I have many fond
memories of South Amboy, and I can vividly picture all of them.” Joanie Therkelsen
remembered hanging out at the White
Bridges, which were located by the railroad
tracks near Elm St. and Washington Ave. in
South Amboy.
Were there any hangouts at all in Parlin,
Sayreville, Melrose or Morgan? So many
readers would really like to know!

William A. Good and Sylvia M
(Pettyjohn) Good recently celebrated their
50th Wedding Anniversary. They were married on June 29, 1957 at Osceola Presbyterian Church in Cranford, NJ. Mr. Good is
retired from Pendaflex Corporation and Mrs.
Good is retired from Prudential Financial,
both are members of AARP Chaper,
Sayreville and are active in the South Amboy
Seniors. They resided in Sayreville until
last summer when they moved to South
Amboy. A party was celebrated on July 1,
2007 in honor of their Golden Anniversary
at Camillo’s Restaurant. They are the proud
parents of (Children and Spouses) Karen
and Anthony Jackowski of Sayreville, William Good of Lake Hopatcong, Wendy and
Mike Bailey of Sayreville. They also have
five grandchildren, Brian and David
Jackowski, Phillip Bailey, Julianne Good
and Melanie Good all of Sayreville.
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Library Card Month
Sadie Pope Dowdell Library offers the
S-M-A-R-T card!
Many cards in your wallet promise reward but can cost you the world. Only one
card – your library card – can bring you the
world. That’s why it’s called “The Smartest
Card.”
September is Library Card Sign-Up
Month. What a better time to get a library
card? With school back in session, students
can use their library cards to get homework
help, research their papers or find a title for
their next book report. It’s no wonder that
studies show children who are read to in the
home and who use the library perform better
in school and are more likely to continue to
use the library as a source of lifetime learning.
“Your library card is your ticket to
opportunity,” said Elaine Gaber, Director.
“What other card in your wallet gives you
FREE access to books and CDs, magazines
and movies and all sorts of other resources
that can change your life - or just make it a
little more fun?” Check out the library’s fall
programs – from film showings to programs
for everyone from babies to adults!
For “kids” under 18 – just sign up for a
library card prior to September 30th and
receive a Baskin Robbins Reading Reward
FREE Kid’s Cone, compliments of Dunkin
Donuts/Baskin-Robbins, North Broadway
in South Amboy.
Library hours are Monday, Tuesday
and Thursday from 9 am to 8 pm; Wednesday and Friday from 9 am to 5 pm. After
Labor Day, the library will be open on
Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm.
For more information on how you can
sign up for your library card, visit the Sadie
Pope Dowdell Library in South Amboy (adjacent to the High School) or contact them at
732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org.
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Sister Kateri To Celebrate 25 Years
On September 8, 2007, Sister M. Kateri
Hawley, FSGM, will be celebrating 25 years
of Religious Life and 20 years of dedicated
service to youth through the Catholic educational system in South Amboy. Sister M.
Kateri’s dream is to transform our one Catholic elementary school in the area into the
best educational institution in the local community. This would draw people moving
into the area who are seeking a private
school with good quality education. Sister
M. Kateri hopes to make it possible for
every child who wants a parochial education
to obtain a Catholic education by making it
affordable and available. This is the only
gift she would like to receive for her Silver
Jubilee as a Sister and her 20th anniversary in
the Catholic educational system in South
Amboy.
One of the events we are planning in
celebration of Sister M. Kateri’s Silver Jubilee of Religious Life and 20th anniversary of
educating the youth of South Amboy is a
picnic which will raise money toward our
S.T.A.R. (Student Tuition Assistance Relief) Program for our elementary Catholic
School. Sacred Heart School has never closed
its doors on any child seeking an education
in our school. It would be a great honor to
have as many of her former students and
families gather at this picnic on Sunday,
September 9th at Frog Hollow from 12 – 5
PM to celebrate Catholic education. She is
seeking sponsorship for the picnic and an ad
journal. All proceeds will go to the S.T.A.R.
Program. She hopes to solicit money for an
endowment fund that would secure our endeavor for the future of Catholic education

Sister M. Kateri Hawley, FSGM
in South Amboy. She will be reaching out to
the many alumni whom she taught at St.
Mary’s High School, now known as Cardinal McCarrick High School. She hopes to
generate their support to give back to South
Amboy Catholic education what they themselves received.
Anyone interested in attending the picnic or making a donation in honor of Sister
Kateri’s Jubilee should contact Sister M.
Anne at 732-721-0899 or write to Sister M.
Anne Maskey, FSGM, 229 Cedar Street,
South Amboy, NJ 08879.

Confessions Of A South Amboy Guy:
Thanks
The value of The South Amboy /
Sayreville Times is manifest every month in
the articles and pictures celebrating community and sports milestones, school and
civic memories, both past and present. Its
timely and topical relevance is present in
how often the paper is referenced in conversations with friends and family either still
living in town or living outside of town, e.g.,
“Did you read in the “Times”
about_____?”,.. And they don’t mean The
New York Times. It’s importance is also
clearly evident in the glowing testimonials
that accompany the renewal of subscriptions from literally around the world. I don’t
think Tommy Burkard in his wildest dreams
ever envisioned the positive impact that his
creativity, enthusiasm, insight and plain hard
work would produce.
However, to me, a new facet of the
value of the paper occurred last month when
I wrote about the almost-a-year-ago brutal
beating in town of Gene Dennen, a life-long
resident and valued school mate, team mate
and friend. Because of that article, no less
than three people contacted me through this
paper and The Landmark concerning his
condition and his convalescence, so that I

was able to visit him and see for myself that
he was alive and slowly, but surely getting
better. And, very few things, believe me,
ever gave me more satisfaction than the
bemused but smiling look on Gene’s face
when I read to him that article.
I’ve been writing these articles using
the “Ghost” as a by line because these remembrances are not supposed to be about
me. I hope that the people and “capers” to
use Nonnie’s expression, I‘ve written about
have been experienced more or less by all
the people of my specific time and place in
town in one way or another. I have no ax to
grind and no other wish but to portray one
person’s happy memories about a town that
still remains important to literally hundreds,
if not thousands of people who found in
South Amboy, with all its warts, a place that
gave them enough of a sense of community
that we still say ‘South Amboy’ when somebody asks us where we live, even if we have
lived away from the town for years.
But this time it’s different. It’s personal. Many thanks to this great paper for
helping me bring a smile and some comfort
to a dear friend.
The Ghost
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