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On Labor Day, many people enjoyed horseback riding at the new Sayreville facility, known
as the Washington Riding Stables on Bordentown Avenue.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Horseback Riding In
Sayreville

The Borough of Sayreville recently be-
came the first town in Middlesex County to
operate its own horseback riding facility.

Councilman Stanley Drwal came up with
the idea to improve the Julian L. Capik Na-
ture Preserve quite awhile ago, and horse-
back riding was one of his suggestions.  It has
now become a reality, and is a real plus for
the Borough of Sayreville.

The Washington Riding Stables, owned
by Gary Halper runs the facility which the
Borough of Sayreville possesses.  Located
on Bordentown Ave., in the area which was
know as The S-curve, the horseback riding
area features 8 miles of horse trails, with
expansion expected.  There are currently 25
horses and 8 ponies for the riding enthusi-
asts’ pleasure.

Washington Riding Stables can be used
by anyone, and is not limited to residents of
Sayreville. Available at the sight are pony
rides, riding instructions and lessons, riding
packages for couples, merit badge programs
for scout troops, and guided trail rides.

The horseback riding facility is open
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with parking available
at the site.  The cost for an hour trail ride for
borough residents is $18, and for non-resi-
dents, $36.  For more information, call 732-
249-2471.

Business Leaders
Of The Year Chosen

The Chamber Of Commerce Old Bridge,
Sayreville, South Amboy has chosen its
Business Leaders of the Year Awards win-
ners.  Selected for Old Bridge is Reginald
Butler of Excel Communications, and a
Councilperson in Old Bridge; Sayreville-
Jeff Pawlowski, former Sayreville Council-
man and owner of Pride Landscape Supply;
South Amboy-Dr. Jorge Gonzalez-Gomez,
owner of Mid Jersey Respiratory Associa-
tion.

The gentlemen will be honored at the
annual awards dinner on October 25 at Grand
Marquis at 6 p.m.  For more information call
732-607-6340.  Congratulations to all for
your most deserving honors!

Ex-Councilman
Tarallo Dies

By Tom Burkard
Frank J. Tarallo Sr., 84, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 21.  He served an unexpired
term as Councilman-At-Large, and was
elected to two 4-year terms on the

South Amboy City Council from 1978-
86, where he served as Council President for
several years.

Frank was part owner of Tarallo’s Deli
for over 50 years.  A World War II veteran,
he was a member of many local organiza-
tions.  He also served on the Zoning Board
of Adjustment, and the Planning Board.
Tarallo was also Chairman of the Board of
Public Works.

He was highly-respected by all in the
local communities for his dedicated work
ethic, and his genuine concern for the people
in the City of South Amboy.

Frank is survived by his son Frank J.
Tarallo Jr., two daughters, Kathleen A.
Bloodgood and her husband Allen J. Sr.;
Collen Blekeski and her husband Kenneth;
five sisters, Sadie Ruszala, Julia Kolakowski,
Frances Sobush, Carmelita Rondesko, Gloria
Jean Hourahan, four grandchildren and four
great grandchildren.  May God Bless Frank
for his goodness.

Surratt, Melillo To
Run Campaign

Councilman John Melillo and Karen
Surratt, an aide to Mayor Kennedy O’Brien,
will be co-campaign managers for the Re-
publican candidates in the Sayreville elec-
tion.  Marion Marks and Ron Green will be
running for the Republicans in the Novem-
ber showdown against Councilman Stanley
Drwal and Kathy Makowski.

Sayreville Gets New
Field

The Sayreville Bombers football team
has been fortunate to play on the school’s
new $1.1 million football field.  The new
synthetic turf field took workers most of the
summer to change the field over, but the
future benefits are most impressive.  School
officials feel that it will require less mainte-
nance than the natural grass field.  In addi-
tion, the manufacturers claim there will be
less injuries than on the old field.

The soccer, track and field hockey teams
will also use the field.

Semoneit Chosen
For SERA

The Sayreville Democrats selected lo-
cal labor leader and former Borough Coun-
cilman, Fred Semoneit to replace Mayor
Kennedy O’Brien on the Sayreville Eco-
nomic Redevelopment Agency (SERA).

Two other vacant seats that were held by
Tom O’Shea and Ed Fallon were filled by
Don Newton, who sat on the Planning Board,
and Darrel P. Hartsfield, who is manager of
Campus Media at NYU.

For Ads Call
732-727-0398 or

732-727-1906

Bus Trip To AC
The Melrose Blackhawks Senior Drum

& Bugle Corps is sponsoring a bus trip to the
Showboat Hotel & Casino at Atlantic City
on Oct. 29.  The bus leaves St. Mary’s
School Parking Lot, South Amboy at 9 a.m.
Price is $30/person, and you receive back
$18 in coin and $5 in food voucher, or $10
in coin and a FREE buffet lunch or dinner at
French Quarter.  For information and tickets
call Eileen at 732-525-2696 or Mike at 732-
525-0265.  Proceeds will benefit the Corps
Equipment Fund.

The Marshall Tucker Band was the headlining act at last weekend’s Raritan Bay Seafood
Festival.  Lead singer and original band member Doug Gray (C) leads the crowd in a sing-
a-long to their huge hit “Can’t You See”.  Pictured to the right of Doug is Sayreville’s Jessica
DeFino who was asked to join the band on stage to sing back up vocals during this song.
Jessica was noticed by the band earlier in the event when she won the community talent
show.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Sayreville unveiled its new 9/11 memorial located in Burke’s park on September 9, 2006.
Beautiful wreaths are placed at the memorial honoring the memory of four Sayreville
residents who lost their lives during the attacks: Judy Hazel S. Fernandez, Donna Marie
Giordano, Robert Hughes Jr. and Vinod Parakat. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Seafood Festival Draws Thousands
By Tom Burkard

On Sept. 10, the 5th Annual Raritan
Bay Seafood Festival, sponsored by the City
of South Amboy, attracted thousands of
people from all over for a fun day in the late
summer sun at Waterfront Park.

Great food, (of course, seafood), also
Italian, Oriental, tasty desserts, and top-
notch entertainment were plentiful, as well
as vendors, children’s activities, rides,
crafters, and so much more.

The great day started off with a very
special memorial service in memory of the
9/11 victims.  Highlights were the appear-
ance of the Luke A. Lovely American Le-
gion Post #62 of South Amboy, Mayor John
T. O’Leary’s superb speech, the fine singing
of Mara Morse and a beautiful violin perfor-
mance by Taylor Bernosky.

For the fifth consecutive year, Singer/
Songwriter/Author, Jerry Smith opened the

day’s entertainment with his original local
hit “South Amboy U.S.A.”  He was fol-
lowed by the Community Talent Show which
featured some excellent and diversified tal-
ent.

The Rockdaddys, a popular band fea-
turing Sayreville standouts, Fran Fee, Rich
Fee, Rich Standowski, and Emmy Jones got
the crowd pumped up for the headlining act,
The Marshall Tucker Band, world renowned
recording artists.  The rock group which
originated in South Carolina, really had the
huge crowd jumping, dancing and singing,
as they blazed through a very lively set,
which featured its two biggest hits, “Heard
It In A Love Song,” and “Fire On The
Mountain.”

It was a great day, and fine way to close
out the Summer of ’06 for people of all ages!
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The Middlesex County Emerald Society together with the Pete Kenny Association held
“Director’s Day” at Sciortino’s Harbor Lights in South Amboy to honor Mayor John T. O’Leary
and others.  The honorees (l-r) John “Jay” McKeon, Mayor O’Leary, Kate Pischetola, Joe
Bartlinski, Nicole Scarillo, Brian Seres.  Lou Sieminski Jr. (r), manager of Sciortino’s Harbor
Lights looks on approvingly.   (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Bernosky Excels On Violin
12-year old Taylor Bernosky of

Sayreville has really solidified her reputa-
tion as an extremely talented musician with
her fine accomplishments this summer.  She
started playing violin at the age of 5, and has
practiced hard as she continues to work her
way towards a very promising career in the
music field.  Taylor recently made her 3rd
Annual appearance at the Sayreville Senior
Center, where she performed many wonder-
ful songs for the crowd of 200 plus, seniors
in attendance.  In July, she won 1st place in
Point Pleasant at the Big Joe Henry Talent
Show, sponsored by New Jersey 101.5 FM
radio.

Over 1,000 people were there to enjoy
her violin playing.  Congratulations, Taylor
and keep playing!
Selover Retires

Former South Amboy resident and H.G.
Hoffman HS graduate, Gary Selover re-
cently retired as Fire Chief at Chevron in
Pascagoula, Mississippi.  Gary was with the
company for 25 years, and probably his
most memorable event was meeting Presi-
dent George Bush last year, when he came to
survey the area in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina.  Bush later sent a personal letter
with his authentic signature, to Gary to thank
him for his help.  Congratulations, Gary!
In Memoriam

Edward Moskwa, 81, of South Amboy
died on Aug. 14.  He served as an usher and
collector at Sacred Heart Church.  John
Mesinger, 78, formerly of Sayreville died
on Aug. 18.  He was a star basketball player
for Sayreville HS on the 1946 team that
featured top scorers, Ed Boyler and Bob
Mytnick.  Harry Wasnak, 82, of Sayreville
died on Aug. 20.  He was a Pearl Harbor
survivor who fought at Guadalcanal and in
the Pacific Theater, earning a Bronze Star.
He was a member of several Sayreville
organizations.  May God Bless them all!

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.The winner of the 1962 South Amboy
Lions Club art contest at St. Mary’s High
School?  a.Christine Wright b.Marie
Konopka c.Phyllis Molteg

2.The Mayor of Sayreville in ’77?
a.John Czernikowski b.Henry Billemeyer
c.Peggy Kerr

3.President of Sayreville Girls Softball
League in 1980?  a.Anna O’Bradovich b.Joan
Slusarski c.Marge Miara

4.President of the South Amboy Rotary
Club in ’75?  a.Melvin Meyers b.Joseph
Skowronski c.John Sutliff

5.President of the Sayreville Shade Tree
Commission in 1974?  a.Janet Hartman
b.Cecelia Wisniewski c.Russell Meyer

6.Sayreville Fire Department’s Chief
in ’82?  a.Kenneth Revolinsky b.Dennis
Grobelny c.William Fauser

7.This South Amboy Police Chief re-
tired in 1988?  a.Steve Pavich b.Leroy Kurtz
c.Leo McCabe

8.This popular nightclub was located
on Fearey Place in Morgan in ’75?  a.The
Hide-A-Way b.The Tip-Top Club c.Rock
Land

9.St.Mary’s High School’s Annual Se-
nior Dance in 1962 was called?  a.Snowflake
Festival b.Tinsel & Ivy c.White Christmas

10.This tree service was located in
Morgan in ’80?  a.Tree Toppers b.Rondeau
& Son c.Morgan

11.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in ’69?
a.Stanley Jankowski b.Frank Conroy Jr. c.Joe
Halmi

12.In 1977, this motel was located on
Route 35 in Melrose?  a.The Pearl b.Sauter’s
c.Howard Johnson’s

Halloween House
Decorating

The Sayreville Recreation will hold a
Halloween House Decorating Contest, with
judging to be done Oct. 24.  Contestants must
register by Oct. 19.  For more info call the Rec
Office at 732-390-7092 or 390-7096.

Answers
1b 2a 3c 4c 5a 6c 7b 8a 9a 10b 11c 12a.
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1949-This is a rare photo of the old St. Mary’s Field.  “The field, all sand, was bordered on
the north by Second St., to the west it tapered to allow room for tennis courts in the southwest
corner.  The west end of the field included swings and other playground equipment.  The
south side (Augusta St.) included the tennis courts, and a one-time residence known as “The
Annex,” that contained two classrooms in the 1940’s.  That side of the field did not actually
reach Augusta St.  The field’s east side, the Stevens Ave. side, did not reach Augusta either.
“The Grass” was a fine lawn with shrubs and chain link fence separating it from that side of
the field.  The playing of games on the lawn, which extended to Second St. was not allowed.
The field’s home plate was positioned at the southeast corner, and had a good, high
backstop.  The schoolyard, surrounding the three story, old grey granite building, was about
3 feet lower than the field.  It was paved and that is where each class assembled in good
weather before entering the building.”
(Memories and Information courtesy of Vince “Bud” Higgins)

A group of St. Mary’s High School Alumni and significant others recently gathered at the
Jasper Summer Home in Brigantine, NJ.  Enjoying the camaraderie clockwise from bottom
are: Ann Coleman Triggs (St. Mary’s ’49), Patricia Stark Higgins (Boise, Idaho), Ed Triggs
(SM ’49, Retired Exec.), CDR John “Jack” Higgins (SM ‘  , USN Retired,  Dr. Phd., Psych,
Boise, Idaho), Claire Jasper, (Party Hostess), Dr. Joan W. Higgins (Retired Professor), Dino
Jasper (SM ’49, Semi-Retired Business Owner & Party Host), Ann Marie Cannon Connors
(SM ’54), Kathleen Kress Miller (SM ’53, Cape May Point), Lt. Col. Jerry Connors (SM ’49,
USMC, Retired), Anthony Miller (SM ’49, Developer).  (Photo and information courtesy of
Vince “Bud” Higgins (SM ’49).

Step Inn Ballroom

The Step Inn Ballroom located in
Sayreville has recently gone through a
renovation of their famous banquet room.
It has been updated and decorated to
perfection and has facilities to service up
to 300 people.  While the bar area has also
been remodeled it still maintains the heri-
tage of it’s past.  In addition to the Grand
banquet room a smaller room is available
for parties up to 40 people.  The in-house
Banquet Consultant is on hand to help
plan your event to ensure that it is a
memorable one.

For a limited time the Step Inn is
offering a $15.95 Buffet Package, you
can contact them directly at 732-651-
0101 for detailed information regarding
this special package as well as the entire
line of packages available.

The Step Inn offers NTN Trivia and
the Texas Holdem Poker Channel for
your entertainment.  The NFL ticket also
ensures you are able to catch your favor-

ite football team in action.  $2.00 Coors
Light Draft special is available during all
the Sunday and Monday night NFL
games.

Events planned for the Fall in the
banquet room include: Country Line
Dancing on Saturday September 22nd and
October 6th, doors open at 7:00 pm.  A
Night of Comedy featuring Geno Bisconte
(has appeared on the Howard Stern show)
with special guests Joe Conte, Teddy
Daniels and Kenny Michaels, door open
at 7:00 pm a Buffet is included.  Cost is
$15.00 per person in advance and $20.00
per person at the door.  DJ Chernball will
also be on hand October 20th for a fun
filled 1950’s and 1960’s sock hop.

The Step Inn will also be hosting
their 1st Halloween Bash in October, de-
tails to be announced.

The Step Inn is conveniently located
at 14 MacArthur Ave, in Sayreville, you
can contact them at 732-651-0101 or you
can check out their web site, stepinn.net.

Maria Crowley, Step’s Inn’s Manager/Banquet Consultant.
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God Is
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1999

God is
Father Time
Mother Earth
Mother Nature
Child of the universe
Baby stork
Female/male
The Big Bang Theory
Darwinism
Powers
Love
Id
No need to explain
Who God is-
GOD IS!

Yearbook-Sayreville 1966
As Sayreville War Memorial High

School’s Class of 1966 started its final year in
September ’65, some fabulous songs were
topping the AM radio charts.  “Help” by The
Beatles was #1 followed closely by Dylan’s
“Like A Rolling Stone,” The Beach Boys’
“California Girls,” and the beautiful “Un-
chained Melody” by The Righteous Broth-
ers.

Vincent Abbatiello was School Superin-
tendent, and some of his fine faculty in-
cluded: Ruth Zdanewicz, Lois Jankowski,
William Mulreman, Carol Kadi, Ethel
Belgard, Joseph Banket, Francis Eskra, Frank
Zagata, Robert Decker, Janet Scott.

Tony Jozefowicz was Senior Class Presi-
dent, Mike Rock-Vice President, Sue
Merinsky- Secretary, Sue Paris-Treasurer.
The Student Council was comprised of
Kathleen Campbell-President, George
Armstron-Vice President, Marge Lehnert-
Secretary, Chris Kwiatkowski-Treasurer.

Some of the super ’66 seniors were: John
Bates (great guy, super guitar player), Ruth
Boehm, Margaret Bongiovanni, Janis Breese,
Steve Brignoli, Kathryn Brow, Gary
Burkshot, Robert Ciak, M. Wayne Chorpita,
Vernon Chevalier, Linda Coyle, Arthur
Crosby, Richard Duma (A teammate on South
Amboy Mid-County baseball championship
team in ’66), Warren Eberle (Successful lo-
cal businessman), Donald Fross, Glenn Giles
(Great musician, thanks for the one guitar
lesson), Carol Gull, Diane Gumpper, Tho-
mas Gurgul, Shawn Hackett, Christine Hand,
Linda Jasko, Maureen Kane (Fine lady),
Kenneth Kelly (Highly-respected Sayreville
Detective on the Sayreville PD), James
Kosmoski, Patricia Kulpa, Dennis Laffey,
Linda Lockhart, Joseph Lukie, John Maher,
Joseph Market, William Masterson, Val
McCracken (great guy), John Misiewicz
(Popular and highly successful Chiropractor
in Sayreville), Sandra Miller, Thomas Nagle
(Successful Sayreville businessman),
Kathleen Nebus, Carol Obit, Patricia Obit,
Michael Parrotta, William Pease (Great guy),
Karen Peterson, Theresa Pietrulewicz, Karen
Salmon, Jean Snee, Robert Solook, Theresa

Trzaska, Linda Veit, John Wisniewski, Rob-
ert Wickley (Super guitar player, currently
world renowned photographer).

Stan Bettner was Editor-In-Chief of the
yearbook, and Sheila Miklaszewski held the
same title with the school newspaper.  Joyce
Melnick was President of the National Honor
Society.  “The Sound Of Music” was the
highly successful school play.  Terry Marchesi
was Captain of the Cheerleaders; Arlene
Dziedzic was Captain of the Color Guard;
Sue Merinsky was Captain of the Twirlers,
and Debbie Fontana was Majorette.

Some great nicknames of the 66’ers:
Flame, Zags, Oosh, Snow, Speesh, Waldo,
Noodles, Neats, Pooch, Ollie, Cust, Chico,
Soup, Flash, Budman, Much, Ski, Jimp, Nip-
per, Bilko, Coach, Bollwevil, Boop, Cousin
Bruce, Hunk, Snapper, Gugs, Gump, Squeeks,
Sloopy, Huxley, Rebel, Mars, Bro, Crash,
Pizza, Dad.

The talented senior athletes were: George
Armstrong, Thomas Beninato (Successful
local businessman), Stanley Bittner, Joseph
Darmento, John DeLucia, Philip DeFort,
Robert Engelhardt, Roger Feltz, Michael
Gallas, Thomas Himmelreich, Dennis Jensen,
Tony Jozefowicz, Joseph Kloc, James
Kozlowski, Thomas Kozak, Robert Lehnert,
Donald Mandy, Michael Marangio, Michael
Marcinczyk, Robert McLaughlin, Robert
McNeary, Harold Mertens Jr., Donald
O’Such, Alfred Pawlowski, Costy Pawlowski,
Donald Popowski, Todd Randall, Michael
Rock, Ronald Sabat, Peter Scala, William
Senkowski, Frank Toscano, Steven
Wisniewski, Thomas Wisniewski, Joseph
Wojcik, Leonard Zaleski (Former Sayreville
Wrestling Coach, current Sayreville Board
of Education member), Michael Zulin.

Sheila Miklaszewski was Valedictorian
and Gail Sowa, Salutatorian.  “Did You Ever
Have To Make Up Your Mind” by The
Lovin’ Spoonful was one of the top songs in
the nation at graduation time, and the
Sayreville grads had some tough decisions to
make, as to either go on to college, get a job,
and in some cases join the military and pos-
sibly end up in the Viet Nam War.

By Tom Burkard
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Frog Hollow Swim Club in South Amboy along with the John Basilone Detachment Marine
Corps League sponsored its 4th Annual Pool Party/Picnic for residents of the Home for
Veterans of Menlo Park.  The vets had a great time interacting with Club members of all ages.
The event was coordinated by South Amboy’s Mel Meszaros who is the Honor Guard
Captain of the Detachment.  Great job!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Bear Encounter
By Steve Schmid

Volunteers Needed
For Domestic
Violence

The Sayreville Police Dept. is looking
for volunteers, both male and female for
training as members of the Domestic Vio-
lence Response Team.  The Team works
with the Police Dept. under the direction of
Women Aware, Inc.

Volunteers must attend a 40-hour train-
ing session, police checks are also done
prior to acceptance.  To sign up or for any
questions, call Anita at 732-727-1951.

Book Signing/
Program

Sayreville’s award-winning author, Lee
Bayers Rapp, will be signing copies of her
latest book, “The Complete Book of Jewish
Weddings,” on Sunday, Sept. 17, at 12 noon,
in Barnes & Noble at East Brunswick.  She
will also be holding an interactive program.
The signing/program is part of the Jewish
Heritage Week program.

Halloween Parade
The Borough of Sayreville will hold its

annual Halloween Parade with Trick A Treat
Trunk on Oct. 26.  The parade starts at 6 p.m.
at the Borough Hall football field at 6 p.m.
All ages are welcome!  Costumes will be
judged and prizes awarded.

A Western camping trip turned into an
exciting adventure for South Amboy resi-
dent Tom Pearson, who was visiting his
brother Jim, a former South Amboy resi-
dent, now living in Utah.  Tom and Jim were
on their way from Reno, Nevada to Yosemite
National Park in California, when they
stopped at the William Kent Campground at
Lake Tahoe, California.  On Sunday night,
Aug. 13, around 10:30, Tom heard a loud
noise around the bear-box, which is used to
safely store food away from bears, when he
was startled to see a 400-pound Black Bear.
The bear was no more than 25 feet away in
the middle of the campsite.  Jim picked up a
chair and flashlight, while Tom picked up
his sneakers and clapped them as loud as he
could.  “We made as much noise as we
could, but he (the bear) didn’t seem to care.
He looked at us as if what are you trying to
do,” Tom said.  After a while, the bear gave

up looking for food and went to the next
campsite.  Tom added he has a new respect
for the bears and nature after his close en-
counter.

Music At St. Mary’s
Music at St. Mary’s concert series kicks

off its fall season with a performance of
Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater.  The concert is on
Sunday, Sept. 17 at 4 p.m.  The classic work
will feature a string quartet, harpsichord and
soloists.  The concert is FREE, although a
$10 suggested donation is appreciated.

Dog Owner
Program

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will
sponsor a Responsible Dog-Owner program
on Sept. 30, from 1-4 p.m. at the Capik
Nature Preserve Dog Park, Bordentown Ave.

A Pet Show will be included for chil-
dren up to the age of 12 years old.  For more
info, call the Rec Dept. at 732-390-7092 or
732-390-7096.

Oktoberfest At St.
Stans’s

St. Stan’s will celebrate Oktoberfest on
Saturday, September 23, 2006 from 2:00 to
9:00 pm at St. Stan’s School grounds located
at 225 MacArthur Ave, Sayreville.  The rain
date is Sunday, September 24, 2006 from
1:00-9:00 pm.  Games, flower and cake
wheels, basket raffle, 50/50, hayrides, pump-
kin patch and much more fun for the entire
family.  Polka music will be provided by The
Fire House Polka Band.  Delicious food,
Pork Loin Dinner, Ribs and more will be
served.  Also, don’t miss the Friday Night,
Fright Hayride, September 22, 2006 from
7:00-10:00 pm.
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Chief Ed Stepnowski

Dog Park-A variety of dogs with their owners recently came out to enjoy the beautiful
weather at the Capik Nature Preserve Dog Park on Bordentown Ave., Sayreville.  (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Ed Stepnowski, former resident of
Sayreville, will be retiring as Chief of Po-
lice for the Village of Royal Palm Beach on
September 30 after 20-plus years of service.

Ed attended Sacred Heart Grammar
School in South Amboy and Vo-Tech in
Perth Amboy prior to entering the Navy in
1961, serving aboard the aircraft carrier,
Lake Champlain, for two years.

Upon getting out of the service, Ed
worked at the DuPont Film Plant for four
years before moving to Florida, where he

Stepnowski Retires
By Ron Kukulski

served 14 years as a patrolman with the
Riviera Beach Police Department, advanc-
ing to the rank of captain.

He moved to Pennsylvania in the early
‘80’s, but four years later was recruited by
the Village of Royal Palm Beach to join
their police department as captain of opera-
tions.  He became Chief of Police four years
ago.

The Village of Royal Palm Beach is a
family-oriented community of 30,000 resi-
dents, where Ed has been in charge of 104
police and civilians for the past four years.
“We’re one of the best kept secrets in all of
South Florida,” Ed said last week.  “Sure we
have the traditional minor crimes, but we’ve
been very fortunate to have avoided the
spotlight with major crimes.”  No doubt in
part a testament to Ed’s leadership and orga-
nizational skills.

Ed lists his graduation at the FBI Na-
tional Academy in Quantico, Virginia, as
one of his proudest moments in the line of
duty.

Ed lives with Dot, his wife of 18 years.
He also has one daughter, Arlene, a resident
of Wayne, New Jersey, and two sons, Rob-
ert, a resident of Jackson, New Jersey and
Eric, who resides in Lake Worth, a few
miles from the Village of Royal Palm Beach.
Ed is also blessed with two grandchildren,
Nicholas, Arlene’s son, and Michael, Eric’s
son.

A few months after his retirement, Ed
and his wife plan to move into their new
home in the Summerfield community, lo-
cated south of Ocala, Florida.

Actors Paul Coughlin and Charles Casillo
take a break during filming a scene from the
murder mystery Let Me Die Quietly at the
Step Inn Ballroom and Bar in Sayreville

Step Inn Bar Site of Movie
It may not be in Hollywood but The

Step Inn Ballroom and Bar in Sayreville just
received it’s first starring role in a movie.
The popular New Jersey hangout was used
as a location for the upcoming independent
murder mystery Let Me Die Quietly.  The
producers of the film scouted out the loca-
tion and thought it looked like a perfect
Manhattan “cop bar” and the owners granted
permission for the one-day shoot that took
place on Sunday August 20th.

“It was exciting,” says Maria, the bar’s
manager.  “For one day The Step Inn was
transformed into a site of incredible mystery
and intrigue.”  Let Me Die Quietly is a
modern day film noir about sexual obses-
sions, psychic visions, and unexplained
murder.  In the scene filmed that day a
detective, played by Paul Coughlin, interro-
gates a murder suspect, (Charles Casillo)
who also happens to be a psychic—his spe-
cial ability is to see a crime victim’s last
moments on earth.  The two characters
stumble into the bar after visiting a particu-
larly gruesome crime scene

“What was really extra special about
the day,” Maria continued, “is that some of
the bars regular patrons—like Maryanne
got to play extras in the scene.  So while the
main actors said their eerie lines about mur-
der and psychic phenomenon, the extras got

to test their acting chops by playing curious,
eavesdropping bar hoppers.”  Well, maybe
that’s not too much of a stretch for some of
them—but they had a good time doing it for
the cameras.

“We really need places like The Step
Inn that support the arts,” says Charles
Casillo, who also wrote the script.  “Other-
wise little films like this couldn’t be made.
With this film, we’re taking advantage of
the new wave of independent filmmaking.
With today’s technology it’s possible to
make a quality movie with an extremely low
budget.  But we have to keep costs down
wherever we can, and the Step Inn Bar
allowed us to save the big bucks it would
have cost to rent out a real Manhattan bar for
the day.  As an added bonus we didn’t even
have to have lunch catered in.  The food the
bar served kept the cast and crew very satis-
fied.”  After the shoot the production team
even sat around and tossed back a few drinks.
“Just to, um, let off some steam,” Casillo
added, with a smile.

Tricia Civello—who is a production
assistant on the film and also moonlights as
a bartender at The Step Inn—recommended
the bar to Casillo and director Mitchell
Reichler when the production team was
having trouble finding a suitable location in
Manhattan.  “The Step in was incredibly
accommodating,” Reichler said. “And it had
just the right atmosphere we were looking
for.”

So Sayreville’s own Step Inn Bar may
soon be a tourist attraction when movie
buffs drive by or stop in for a drink to visit
“the set” where the stylish psychological
thriller Let Me Die Quietly filmed an impor-
tant scene.

Our Lady of
Victories Senior
Group Holiday Trip

Our Lady of Victories Senior Group is
sponsoring a bus trip to the Tropicana in
Atlantic City to see the Holiday Spectacular
Show on Wednesday, November 15, 2006.
The bus will leave from the parish’s lower
parking lot at 11AM. The price of the trip is
$25.00 and it includes the bus, the show, and
$10.00 in coins. The show starts at 3:30PM
and last for an hour and a half. The bus will
leave from Atlantic City promptly at 7PM.
For further information or to sign up for the
trip, please contact Jack or Ann at (732) 254-
7263.
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Crocodile Hunter Dies
By Tom Burkard

One of TV’s
most famous heroes,
Steve Irwin, 44,
AKA “The Crocodile
Hunter” was killed
on Labor Day Week-
end by a stingray’s
venomous tail barb
while filming a new
show on the Great
Barrier Reef.  He died
doing what he loved
best, and that was get-
ting close to danger-
ous animals which he

spent his entire life protecting.  Many fans
including myself, felt that he would one day
be killed by a crocodile or poisonous snake,
and were surprised and saddened by his
untimely death.

Through his worldwide fame, he raised
millions of dollars to help all kinds of con-
servation projects and animal programs.  He
was famous for saying “Crikey” when he
had a close call with a crocodile or venom-
ous snake, and also used it to describe many

Sayreville Day
Sayreville Day, a community-wide

event, will be held on Sunday, September
17, 2006, from 10AM -4PM at Kennedy
Park on Washington Road, Parlin. The rain
date for the event is September 24, 2006.

The opening ceremony will begin at
11:00AM with an invocation,  an honor
guard, remarks by Mayor Kennedy O’Brien,
and soloist Maggie Bera.

Various kiddie rides will be available
along with a horse and carriage ride, petting
zoo, and pony rides.

A food court will offer American and
ethnic dishes. Phil Raimone of R&R Music
will be the event’s DJ for the day.  Head over
Heeels will be featured at 11:30AM, Patti
Daly and the Kids of the Kingdom will
perform at 12:30PM, Patsy Palma will be
featured in our entertainment circle at 1PM.
Triple H Productions will follow at 2:15PM.
Radio station WMGQ will be at the event.

Stop by the hospitality to sign in and
receive free gifts. Come enjoy this wonder-
ful community day where neighbor meets
neighbor.

For further information contact (732)
390 – 7070 or e-mail
sayrevilleday@sayreville.com.

St. Stanislaus Kostka Annual Rosarian of
the Year Breakfast

Sayreville Day Vendors
Vendors are being sought for the annual

Sayreville Day celebration. The event will
be held on Sunday, September 17 from
10AM – 4PM at Kennedy Park. The raindate
will be September 24, 2006. For informa-
tion call (732) 390-7070  or e-mail
sayrevilleday@sayreville.com.

Steve Irwin

other exciting events.
Steve will certainly be missed, but his

daring behavior, bravery, and contributions
to society will live on.  Irwin leaves behind
his wife Terri, daughter Bindy Sue, 8, and
son Bob, 2.

Rosary Altar Society will honor Bernice
Satorski as the Rosarian of the Year at their
25th Annual Communion Breakfast on Sun-
day, October 1, 2006 after the 9:00 am mass.

Tickets will go on sale beginning Sep-
tember 9th after all masses in the church
lobby.  They will be sold weekly until Sep-

tember 24th which will be the deadline.
Tickets are $ 6.00 each.  No tickets will be
sold at the door.  Additional tickets can be
purchased by calling:  Alfreda Dzergoski
732 - 257 – 4839, Vicky Wos 732 - 257 –
3324, Julie Novak 732 - 254 – 4908 or the
Parish Office 732 - 254 - 4908
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke are begin-

ning to bunch up
and getting
ready to leave
the Bay.  There
seems to be
fewer shorts and
fewer Fluke
overall, but more keep-
ers and big ones too. A
private boat fishing in the
Sandy Hook Channel area
caught a huge 18lb doormat, very close to
the state record.  In addition, I heard of a 16lb
Fluke and many in the 5 to 9 pound range.
The first Weakfish have been caught and are
increasing and all the Bluefish you want are
still there.  Some big Cow Nose rays showed
up too, stripping reels and bending rods.
Party Boat Bluefish are still very good with
only a few slow days. Surf action in the Bay
at local beaches is still small Bluefish, but
it’s a different story in the ocean.  Kingfish
are still around, but Croakers have made a
good showing at Island Beach. One angler
caught over 20 in one night!  Sea Bass and
Ling bottom fishing is good and the first
Porgies have already been caught from boats
and from the shores of the Shark River Inlet.
Striped Bass are still around too.
Fresh Water

Now that the heat has backed off, all
fishing has gotten better.  Hybrids are mak-
ing a good showing in Spruce Run Reser-
voir, Merril Creek and Round Valley Reser-
voir. These have good fishing for Lake trout.
Stream fishing is still slow but there will be
a Fall stocking in October.  The Small Mouth
Bass are biting big time in the Delaware
River.

Obituaries
Bielinski, Gloria Martha, 68, formerly

of South Amboy died on Aug. 19.
Burns, Veronica Raczkowski, 52, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Aug. 10.
Cerankowski, Stella “Pat,” 79, formerly

of Sayreville died on Aug. 19.
Economou, Marietta, 88, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 25.
Janosz, Ilona Piatkowski, 67, of Parlin

died on Aug. 10.
Jessen, Ruth M., 85, of Morgan died on

Aug. 19.
Kilduff, Kevin, 44, formerly of South

Amboy died on Sept. 4.
Krauss, Frankie, 37, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 31.
LiVecchi, Lillian, formerly of Sayreville

died on Aug. 26.
Lyrist, John, 79, of Parlin died on Aug.

11.
Malaspina, Steven, 49, of Sayreville

died on Aug. 31.
Mesinger, John J., 78, formerly of

Sayreville died on Aug. 18.
Morelli, Augustine, 84, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 18.
Moskwa, Edward A., 81, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 14.
Muraszko, Bernard S., 77, of Sayreville

died on Aug. 27.
Murphy, Eileen F., 59, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 27.
O’Neill, Raymond V., of Parlin died on

Aug. 16.
Quinn, Robert E., 85, of Parlin died on

Aug. 30.
Sengstack, John H. Jr., 58, of Sayreville

died on Sept. 3.
Smith, Rita, 89, of Sayreville died on

Aug. 11.
Swartwout, Helen, 86, of Parlin died on

Aug. 30.
Tarallo, Frank J. Sr., 84, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 21.
Tobias, Benjamin M., 88, of Sayreville

died on Aug. 26.
Wasnak, Harry, 82, of Sayreville died

on Aug. 20.
Westerholm, John C., 43, formerly of

South Amboy died on Aug. 29.
Whitehead, Robert, 95, of Parlin died

on Aug. 12.
Zygmaniak, Casimir, 91, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 13.
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Double Bag It, Please
By Elaine Scott

No flimsy little plastic bags, no bar
coding, no unit pricing, no sales tax, no
circulars, no credit cards, no coupons.  Food
shopping was a lot less complicated years
ago.

When Chock Full O’ Nuts was still
airing their commercial jingle, “A better
coffee Rockfellers’ money can’t buy,” be-
fore being sued by the Rockefeller family
and changing it to “a millionaire’s money,”
going for groceries was very different from
the way it is now.   As a small child, I had
often gone with my family to shop at the
A&P on Broadway.  Not much bigger than
what would now be called a “mom and pop
store,” it had seemed really big to me back
then.  With a handful of rows stocked with
canned foods and some  cleaning supplies, a
rack for bread and snack cakes, small pro-
duce and dairy areas, and a meat counter in
the back, it didn’t take long before my fam-
ily was finished shopping and we were on
our way home again.

To pass the time, I always stood in the
front to watch “the checker,” as he punched
the keys, and manually pulled the big lever
on the side of the old cash register after each
and every item.  Before “cashiers,” there
were only men “checkers,” as it had taken a
lot of strength to keep pulling that lever.
Keeping pace with the checker, the “bag
boy,” a middle-aged man dressed in a white
shirt and tie, carefully packed grocery or-
ders into both cardboard boxes and brown
paper bags, which he usually double-bagged
for extra strength.

People bought a lot less at the food store
years ago.  Housewives still cooked meals
from scratch, made most of their own clean-
ing supplies, baked their own desserts, and
usually didn’t buy any snacks at all.  Since
milkmen delivered quart-sized, glass bottles
of milk right to the front doors while every-
one slept, no one had to lug big, plastic
gallons of milk home from the store, either.
Come to think of it, there wasn’t any kind of
food or drink sold in plastic containers in the
‘50s, just, cans, glass bottles, and cardboard
cartons.

Except for the “new” TV dinners, few
frozen foods were on the market.  I really
can’t recall any frozen French fries, frozen
pizzas, frozen/packaged family meals, or
much “frozen” anything, but, maybe, that’s

because I was just too small to notice.  Un-
like now, people didn’t drink a lot of soda.
When anyone wanted to buy “soda pop,” it
was sold individually from an ice chest in
the store, as six-packs and liter bottles were
still far into the future.  As salads, then,
weren’t as yet “in vogue,” the produce area
in a food store was small.   Besides, if any
fruits or vegetables were needed later, Joe
(Buty) Jaskowiak would bring them right to
the door in his “store on wheels.”  Before the
invention of aerosol spray cans, liquid de-
tergents, liquid soaps, Swiffer mops, and
microwavable bowls, there was just a lot
less to buy.

In a time before the word “recycling”
had any meaning to people and long before
plastic garbage bags were invented, every-
one had actually recycled, unknowingly.
Women wrapped “wet” garbage in old news-
papers before putting it into their metal
garbage cans, and often used the newspa-
pers to clean windows.  Brown paper gro-
cery bags were reused by housewives when
they needed to drain greasy fried foods, and
even as covers for schoolbooks.  Kids, too,
had helped with recycling by searching for
empty Coca Cola bottles to get their 2-cent
deposits.  Families didn’t have much gar-
bage to put to the curb years ago, as very
little had been wasted.  In fact, a single
person living alone today can generate more
garbage in just one day than an entire family
did in a week back then.

Do we really have it better in our 2006,
super-sized, super-store world?  Comparing
how it was then to how it is now, makes me
wonder if we do.  Years ago, checkers were
more trustworthy than bar coding; bag boys
were men who cared how they packed the
orders; cash was a quicker way to pay;
beautiful trees weren’t turned  into circulars
and coupons; people ate very little junk
food; twenty-five grocery items weren’t put
into twenty-four little plastic bags; and ev-
eryone could still say, “Double bag it,
please.”

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be con-
tacted at siteseein526@aol.com

Mayor John T. O’Leary (center) cuts the ribbon to officially open T.A.S.A.’s
(Teen Association of South Amboy) new home located in the South Amboy Middle/High
School Community School.

Our Lady of Victories
Oktoberfest

Our Lady of Victories Parish will hold
their 3rd annual Oktoberfest on Saturday,
October 24, 2006,  from 7PM-11PM in
Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main Street in
Sayreville. Bernie’s Orchestra will again
provide entertaining German music. The
Bayern Verein dancers will entertain
throughout the evening. A delicious Ger-
man meal will be served along with mouth-
watering German desserts. German beer,
wine, soda, and water will be available all
evening. Tickets are $30.00 for adults, $25.00
for seniors 65 years or older, and $10.00 for
children ages 3 – 10. Tickets  can be pur-
chased by calling the office by calling  Teri
at (732)727-7639. No tickets will be sold at
the door.

Doug Gray (c) lead singer and original
member of The Marshall Tucker Band, stops
for a photo with Mary Rita Gulick (l) and Mary
Kate Vacca (r). Mary Kate did a fantastic job
lining up the entertainment for the 5th annual
Raritan Bay Seafood Festival. (Photo by
Brian Stratton)
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The Burden Of Childhood Backpacks
Some kids may feel they carry the weight

of the world on their shoulders.  Considering
the load many are carrying, that’s almost
true!  They are stuffed with textbooks, note-
books, papers, pencils, CD players and any-
thing else they can think of.

After observing the children and speak-
ing to other parents and teachers, I learned
that “pack-muling” was not unusual for chil-
dren in elementary and high school.  With
over 30% of school-aged children reporting
frequent backaches, it has become increas-
ingly important to select the correct pack and
how to use it.  Here are some suggestions
when selecting a backpack:  1)Adjustable,
wide and padded straps; 2)Thick padding in
the area that rests against the back; and 3)Sev-
eral compartments to avoid shifting contents.
The American Chiropractic Association rec-
ommends the following: 60 lb. person-5 lb.
backpack; 61-75 lb. person-10 lb. backpack;
100 lb. person-15 lb. backpack.

As a general rule, backpacks should not
exceed 10% of your child’s body weight, nor
should a pack exceed 15% of an adult’s
weight.  Books should be separated into sev-
eral compartments and heavy items should be
placed closer to the back.  Be sure to place
pointed or sharp items away from the back.
Backpacks should be worn as close to your
child’s body as possible, especially when
walking to and from school.  One strap should
be worn on each shoulder so that the weight
is balanced evenly across the back.  Straps
should be adjusted so that the backpack rests
on the hips and pelvis with less strain on the
back muscles.  If the backpack has a waist
belt, it should be fastened to ease neck and
shoulder stress.

As always, an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure! Following these simple
steps will ease the stress placed on your
child’s spine and prevent future problems.

Local Businesses
55 Years Ago

1951-South Amboy-Air Electric, Inc.;
Nebus Market; Wally’s Esso Service;
Munn’s Service Station; Metaline Prod-
ucts, Inc.; Stanley Bottling Works;
Massing’s Esso Station; Astarita’s
Confectionary; Amboy Builders; Arky’s
Drug Store; Allie Clark’s Sportsman Inn;
Mike Szraga’s Tavern; Mike Hrankowski’s
Tavern; Bauer’s Confectionary; Lou’s
Pastry Shop; Raritan Diner; Steve’s Gulf
Gas; John’s Half Way House; Madsen &
Leslie; Peterson’s Pharmacy; E.A. Morris
Paint Store; Raritan Iron Works; Sanitary
Ice & Coal Co.; Tarallo’s Delicatessen;
Brennan’s Bar & Grill; Packard Motor
Transportation, Inc.; Zall’s Confectionary;
Lee’s Market; DeSantis Tavern; Nelson’s
Tavern; Barry’s Tavern; Adam Marczak’s
CafÈ; White Eagle Tavern; Melrose Sport
Store; Frank’s Radio & Television; J.H.
Sales; Frank’s Market; O’Connor’s
Confectionary Store; Swan Hill Ice And
Coal Co.; Jackin & Cross Garage; Circle
Inn; Frank S. Kaboski Agency; Miller,
Bergen & Welsh; Joe’s Sunoco Service
Station; Stilo’s Garage; Bill Brown Delica-
tessen & Grocery Store; South Amboy Pub-
lishing Co.; Straub’s Market; Modern Shoe
Repairing; McKeon’s Garage & Taxi Ser-
vice; Julia’s Beauty Shop; DeMarco’s Blue
Room; Green’s Men Shop; Eddie’s Friendly
Service Station; Broadway Cleaners;
Laundromat; Jule’s Tavern (Formerly
Pajaks); Bayview Inn; The Abby Tavern;
McCloud Brothers (Television service);
Morris Credit Jewelers And Gift Shop;
Julian’s Auto Body; Frank’s CafÈ; Marty’s
Tavern; The Daylight Bakery; James Stu-
dio; Semer’s Inc. (Hardware store); Bob’s
Department Store; Chatham Garment Co.,
Inc.; T. & W. Tavern; Friendly Tavern;
Julius Lobycz Tavern; Pete’s Tavern.

Sayreville-Gych’s Tavern; Bulman’s
Esso Station; Jay Cees Tavern; Andy’s Res-
taurant; Veterans Service Station; Coby’s
Bar & Grill; C.R. Voorhees (Groceries, Ice
Cream); American Barber Shop; Boehm’s
Service Station; Parlin-Buddie’s Tavern;
Four Corners Drive-In; Sayreville (Melrose
Section)-United Marine Welding And Fab-
ricating Co.; National Plumbing Supply Co.,
Inc.;  Sayreville (Morgan Section)-Ted’s
Bar And Grill; Sea Shell Tavern; Elmaros;
Masterson’s Esso Service.
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“Sleeping Beauty” Awakens After 24-Year Nap
By Joe Gatti, As Told To Ron Wolf

It was 1971, and I was 18 years old.  I
loved working full-time as a mechanic for
Goodyear Tire Company in Menlo Park.  My
draft card was stamped 1A, and I was ner-
vously awaiting my fate in the lottery for the
armed services draft.  Induction into the Army
or Marines would have meant a tour to Viet-
nam.  As fate had it, I waited all night in front
of the TV, as my birthday was drawn 265th.
Fortunately I was over the quota and not
drafted.

With my military obligation on hold, at
least for the time being, I next concentrated
on getting a car, since I expected to be around
for a while.  My choice was a 1969 Camaro,
a car I liked as soon as it came out.  In my
Camaro search, I looked at many.  Some had
been track cars.  Most of them I worked on or
looked at had been raced.

Luckily for me, my father found a Camaro
on a local Nissan dealership lot.  The original
owner, who was selling the car, was a Marine.
At the tender age of 18, I needed help to buy
the car, so my parents loaned me the money.
This was an original SS/RS 350 with low
mileage.  Its color was “azure turquoise” with
a white vinyl roof.  However, I wasn’t the

only one interested in this
car.  There were several
people inquiring about the
car because it was an eye-
catcher.  In order not to have
some upset customers, the
salesman at the dealership
stated that the first one back
with the money would get
the car.  Although I only
lived 15 minutes from the
Nissan dealership, I was at
work and couldn’t take off
to go to the car dealership.
So my dad put 3/4 of the
money up and went to the
dealership to close the deal
for me.  I got to see the car at
7 that evening and brought
the rest of the money.  The

car was mine!
Although I now owned the car, I was

unable to drive it home as it was boxed in by
rows of Nissans.  I was, however able to start
it and it sounded sooo good!  The next day, the
Nissans were moved so I could take it home.
I bought it without taking a test ride and under
great pressure from the salesman.

The car ran great after a tune-up and
some personal touches.  It was so cool, I had
my ride.  The personal touches included side
pipes (1967 Corvette), tires, traction bars and
a cowl hood were some ideas I picked up
from a Chevrolet dealer, Baldwin Motion
Performance, who at the time was creating
Camaros like mine.

As the ‘70’s ended, I finished college
and started an automobile electric/repair busi-
ness.  My business, Central Jersey Starter &
Alternator/Weber’s Garage on Route 35
South, in Morgan, required a lot of time.  That
put my Camaro fun on a back burner and so
I parked it in the garage where it just sat.  My
father periodically would start it up a couple
of times a week to keep all the seals intact and
shake out the cobwebs.  As my business kept
growing (It was the 1980’s), I got busier than

ever.  After hiring a manager for my business,
I also became a paramedic, which I had
always wanted to do.  (I am currently em-
ployed by Atlantic Health System in Summit,
NJ, and have been since 1980).  In 1986, I got
married.  With the business thriving, plus the
extra hours I worked on my job, along with
owning a house and now family activities, the
Camaro was not among my priorities.  All my
friends had sold their cars and had careers and
family responsibilities.  So, my Camaro sat in
the garage from 1980 to 2004 (24 years).  Oh,
I would visit it from time to time on the way
to the bank to make a deposit for the business,
but I just couldn’t seem to justify spending
any time doing anything with the car.

Finally time caught up with me and I
turned 50 in 2003.  I began to take notice of
the older cars going to car shows and that
stirred up my interest in the Camaro again.  I
though that “Sleeping Beauty” should be
awakened, so I made time, even if it was only
15 minutes a day, to put some work into the
car to get it going.  When I first removed the
tarp, it really hit me how long I had neglected
this great car.  There was a 1981 NJ State
Inspection sticker on the license plate (the
last time it was on the road).

It took the hot summer of 2003 to get the
car running.  I oiled the cylinders, changed
the oil, removed the spark plugs and changed
2 flat tires.  I gently turned the motor over by
hand.  Nothing locked up, except for the air
pump, which we easily rebuilt at the shop.
Finally, with a new battery, I was ready.  The
car started up like it had been running yester-
day.  I didn’t realize how much I missed that
sound until that moment.  It had 38,500 miles
on it when I put it away.  I backed it out of the
small garage a couple of feet into the drive-
way.  This was the first time I saw it in
sunlight in 24 years!  The paint was still in
good condition, just a little faded and dirty
(mostly dusty).  Nothing a compounding and
polishing couldn’t fix.  As I pulled forward in
first gear, I heard a crunch as I applied the
brake.  The brakes were rusted solid and the

master cylinder took the brunt of it sending
the brake pedal to the floor.  Luckily, I was
just rolling.  Being in the business, I called a
friend and with his flatbed, we brought the
Camaro to my shop.  The brakes (front and
rear) were both frozen along with the master
cylinder.  I also rebuilt the carburetor after
running the car on the Sunoco 260 gas that
was still in the tank.  After that, I drained and
flushed the old fuel out and refilled with fresh
gas.  It amazed me that the car started and ran
so good on that old, stale gas.  Go figure!

I am a regular at the car shows now.  I see
other Camaros and 60’s cars there.  They are
beautiful, but I hear the thousands of dollars
it took to get them to their present state.  My
biggest expense in resurrecting my Camaro
was the brake job.  I am still detailing under
the hood by adding new chrome valve covers,
water pump, etc., and plan to do more.  After
sitting that long, it really didn’t take me long
to get the car back on the road and remember
simpler times.  I guess there’s a lot of truth in
that old adage, “If you have to work for
something and pay for it yourself, you will
take care of it.”

I have never raced my Camaro, although
I have had my chances working with race
cars.  My car is all original.  I have the original
hood with chrome louvers that came with it,
and the original rally wheels still in the garage
at my parents’ house.  I keep my car at my
shop now and work on it whenever there is
some spare time from the businesses.  My
son, Joe, is 10 years old and he now comes
with me to the car shows.  He likes the old
cars, and who knows, maybe I’ll help him
find and probably finance his first classic car
or street rod.  I hope it will be a Camaro SS/
RS.

*Note-This article is reprinted from the
May 2006 issue of “Camaro World” maga-
zine.  A special thank you is extended Joe
Gatti and Ron Wolf for writing this outstand-
ing story on Gatti’s “Sleeping Beauty,” and
also to Managing Editor Thomas Stricklin for
giving us permission to use it.

Joe Gatti, owner of Central Jersey Starter/Alternator and
Weber’s Garage in Morgan, stands by his “Sleeping Beauty”
at the weekly car show held at the Paramount Diner parking lot
on Route 35 South in Morgan.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Antlers Club
Forming

South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 is
pleased to announce the formation of an
Antlers Club for children/teens between the
ages of 12 and 20.  The Antlers are dedicated
to community service, respect and acknowl-
edgment for American principles, to our
veterans and active service men and women,
as well as providing assistance to those
children and adults who have special needs.

This program will be open only to those
who are American citizens and who believe
in God.  We are a benevolent and protective
order with a history of Americanism.  Par-
ticipants will be asked to adhere to the
beliefs and By-Laws.

For youngsters who are required to com-
plete community service hours, we are able
to fulfill those requirements.  The members
will be encouraged to determine what com-
munity projects should be undertaken, such
as a lawn cleanup day for an elderly person,
etc.  Community projects will be voted on by
the Antler members and will include the
following:  Community Fund Drive for
Thanksgiving; Christmas and monthly do-
nation collections for troops; assisting at the
Veterans Home in Menlo Park(bingo, cloth-
ing and toiletries fund drive); assisting with
Elk run functions (special needs children’s
Christmas Party; Elk dinners; maintenance
of Lodge property.

For more information, prospective ap-
plicants, parents and teachers are urged to
attend the open meeting on Thursday, Sep-
tember 28th, 2007 at 7:00 PM, 601 Wash-
ington Avenue, So. Amboy where all ques-
tions will be addressed by Advisors and
members of the Lodge.

Blood Drive
A Blood Drive, sponsored by the St.

Vincent de Paul Society, South Amboy Fire
Dept., South Amboy First Aid, and South
Amboy Elks, will be held on Sept. 24 from
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  There will also be a
FREE Cholesterol Test.  For more info call
732-220-7077 or 732-727-2221.

Indoor/Outdoor
Garage Sale

An Indoor/Outdoor Garage Sale, spon-
sored by the Bayview Rod & Gun Club will
be held on Sept. 23-24.  For more info call
732-721-7566 or 732-726-4289.

Veterans
Appreciation Day

The City of South Amboy and the  Luke
A. Lovely American Legion Post #62 of
South Amboy will be sponsoring Veterans
Appreciation Day on October 14th at Centro,
Route 35 North, South Amboy.

A list of all those currently serving in
the Armed Forces is needed.  Please send the
name, address, phone number, and branch
of service to: Erin Senape, City Hall, 140
North Broadway, South Amboy, NJ 08879.

OLV Street Fair
Our Lady of Victories Street Fair will

be held on Saturday, September 30, 2006,
from 1PM – 8PM on the Parish grounds on
Main Street on Sayreville.  The street fair
will offer delicious ethnic foods from the
food court such as kielbasi and sauerkraut,
pierogies, and sausage, in addition to the
Philippine Barbecue, and Beer Garden.

Entertainment will be provided through-
out the day by Joann and Joe Walter, 601
Crew will perform from 1-2PM, FOG (Four
Old Guys) will perform at 2:30 and 6:30PM,
and 9South will be featured from 4-6PM.
50/50 drawings will also go on throughout
the day with a Super 50/50 being drawn at
the end of the evening. Wheels of chance
will be available as well as pull tabs. Kids
games and attractions will also be offered
such as a sidewalk chalk art contest, face
painting, and indoor games throughout the
day. An inflatable moonwalk and a 45 ft.
caterpillar obstacle course/fun house will
also be available for the children. Vendors
and crafters will also be selling their mer-
chandise.

Bring the entire family for a fun-filled
enjoyable autumn experience.

For further information contact the par-
ish office at (732) 257-0077.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times September 16, 2006   15

Storm Damage-Tropical Storm Ernsesto wreaked havoc with the area over Labor Day
Weekend.  In this photo, you can see the erosion under the walkway near the bridge by
Lighthouse Bay in South Amboy. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pictured after Tropical Storm Ernesto ended is a section of the downed cyclone fence at
Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Mr. & Mrs. Pete DiMaggio from Delio’s Pizza
in South Amboy would like to announce their
daughter Lucy’s engagement to Michael
Laytos of Old Bridge.  The ceremony will be
held in St. Mary’s Church on April 27, 2007
with a reception immediately following at the
Venetian in Garfield. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Planned

The South Amboy City Parade Com-
mittee announced that St. Patrick’s Day
Parade will be held on March 10, 2007
starting at 2 p.m.

The Parade Committee consists of mem-
bers of local groups and organizations in-
cluding the Irish American Association, the
Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH), the
South Amboy Fire Dept., the South Amboy
Knights of Columbus Council #426, and
many other local volunteers.

Twenty six bands including a bagpipe
band from Ireland and an Irish Mummers
band will participate in the parade which has
grown into the second largest in the state of
New Jersey.

The Committee has planned fundraisers
including the sale of golf shirts, the 1st
Annual commemorative button, which was
designed by South Amboy student Delenn
Gnizdowski, and there will be a 50/50 raffle
held on March 8.

The Parade Kickoff Party is set for
March 9, at 7 p.m. at the Ancient Order of
Hibernians Hall.  Tickets are $30 in advance
and $35 at the door.  Food, Beer, Wine and
soda are included.

Our Lady of
Victories Scripture
Study

Our Lady of Victories Parish is offering
a Scripture Study program this fall to all
individuals interested in learning more about
the Bible.  The program is entitled Little
Rock Scripture Study. It will be conducted
by Deacon Thomas Yondolino for a ten
week period starting on Monday, October
16, 2006 at 7:30PM at Our Lady of Victories
Parish, 42 Main Street in Sayreville. The
focus of this session will be the Acts of the
Apostles. There will be a cost of $25.00 for
books and other materials. For more infor-
mation call Deacon Thomas Yondolino at
(732) 257-0077 ext. 226.

Friends of the
Library Schedule/
Events

The Friends of the Sayreville Public
Library will resume their monthly meetings
on Sunday, September 10, 2006 at 1PM in
the library conference room. The other meet-
ing dates are: October 15, November 19,
December 17, January 14, 2007, February
25, March 18, which is also our annual
meeting, April 15, May 20, and June 10,
2007. All meetings are scheduled for Sun-
day at 1PM in the library conference room.
Anyone interested in the group in invited to
attend any of the meetings. Membership
forms are available at all meetings.

On Sunday, September 17, 2006, the
Friends group will be participating in
Sayreville Day at Kennedy Park from 10AM
– 4PM. They will hold their annual book
sale. A bag of books will cost $5.00. Bags
will be provided by the group. The rain date
for this event is Sunday, September 24.

The two annual book sales held in the
library conference room will be held on
Sunday, January 14, 2007 and June 10,
2007.

Storm Erodes Local
Beach

By Steve Schmid
Raritan Bay Waterfront Park bore the

brunt of gusty winds, soaking rains, and
heavy surf from the remnants of Tropical
Storm Ernesto over the Labor Day Week-
end, causing significant damage to the rec-
reation area.  The normally calm waters of
Raritan Bay were stirred up by easterly
winds gusting up to 50 miles an hour.  Waves
reached 5-6 feet and broke onto the pedes-
trian walkways, forcing park officials to
close the park at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday,
Sept. 2.  The storm arrived Friday afternoon
and the wind and waves pounded the shore-
line for two days.  The wind and surf washed
away 5-6 feet of coastline and caused a
portion of the cyclone fence by the pedes-
trian walkway to collapse.  Other parts of the
fence remained upright, but their concrete
footings were left exposed.  The foot bridge
connecting the pedestrian walkway from
the park to the Lighthouse Bay area was
closed because the sand underneath was
washed away.  The wind also caused minor
damage to several homes in Lighthouse Bay
development.  Rail service on the North
Jersey Coast Line was suspended Saturday
during the height of the storm due to fallen
trees on the tracks.  Flooding also closed
Route 35 by County Line Road in Keyport.
After the storm passed, two bulldozers were
at work Sunday, Sept. 3 starting the difficult
task of repairing the beach by moving sand
back to the eroded locations.

Pollando/Drwal
Plan New Finance
Law

Council President Tom Pollando and
Councilman Stanley Drwal announced to-
day that they will direct the borough attor-
ney to draft an ordinance to protect taxpay-
ers from pay to play in the Borough.  The
ordinance will ensure that good govern-
ment practices are followed in the Borough
by expanding Sayreville’s pay to play ordi-
nance to include other municipal contracts
not currently covered by the borough’s ex-
isting pay to play ban.

“Sayreville taxpayers deserve the best
for their dollar,” said Council President
Tom Pollando.  “We have to protect the
process by which entities who do work in
the Borough, including redevelopment, are
selected by eliminating pay to play.  I sup-
ported Sayreville’s existing ordinance for
municipal contracts, and look forward to
expanding these good government principles
to the other areas of municipal govern-
ment.”

“We need to ensure that all contracts
that effect taxpayers are done under the
highest of ethical standards,” said Council-
man Stanley Drwal.  “This ordinance will
be invaluable in making that happen and
making sure the best applicants are chosen
for work.  It will put the people first, and the
special interests last.”

Sayeville Council members were
moved to action after seeing similar legisla-
tion proposed in the Township of
Woodbridge.

Surf’s Up!!  Tropical Storm Ernesto strolled into our area earlier this month and left quite an
impression on the area.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Family Portraits At
St. Stans

St. Stan’s HSA presents family por-
traits by Stephen T. Malik on October 7,
2006.  Photos will be available in time for
Christmas.  Appointments are required please
contact Ruth Ann Martinelli at 732-721-
2782 for more information.

The South Amboy Parade Committee held their St. Patrick’s Day Parade Kick Off Party on
September 8th at the AOH hall.  Pictured are the Parade Committee members with South
Amboy Mayor, John T. O’Leary.  Pictured (Front Row L-R) Monica Farrell, Kara Sullivan,
Anna Mae O’Connor and Kathy Howard (Back Row L-R) Bob Masterson, Dick Cronin, Mayor
O’Leary, Gary Bouchard and Mickey Gross. Missing from the photo, Butch Mulvey and Rich
Moran. For more information on the parade visit their site, saparade.com (Photo by Brian
Stratton)
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Collage- The 2006 version now features (l-r) Danny LaCross on sax, Jerry Mokar, sax,
George Surdi, frontman and lead vocalist,  Bobby Lee on bass, Frank Rudders on drums,
Ronnie Mokar on the 88’s, and  Roy Elyea on lead guitar.

Collage Is Rockin’ Steady
By Clem Skarzynski

Reunited after the 1998 Rock ‘N’ Roll
Reunion, Collage, went through changes in
the lineup, and now features Danny LaCross
on sax, Mr. Jerry Mokar, sax, George Surdi,
frontman and vocalist, the incomparable
Bobby Lee on bass, the new guy (One of the
area’s top drummers), Mr. Frank Rudders,
Ronnie Mokar on the 88’s, and Mr. Guitar,
Roy Elyea on lead guitar.  This melodic,
rockin’ showband-belts out all of your early
50’s thru 70’s A.M. Radio hits-superb horn

lines, Bobby Lee’s bottom end bass lines,
Ronnie and Roy’s melodic lines and Frank’s
kick butt drummin’, all a perfect blend to
compliment frontman George Surdi’s vo-
cals.

Their long-awaited (2 years in the mix)
CD of 15 covers is just about ready for
release.  Go see ‘em at the Club 34 in
Matawan, The Firehouse in Rahway or check
their website, collageonline.net.  See you
there-Rock ‘N’ Roll!

#1 Pop Hits On
Sept. 16
1995-Gangstas Paradise-Coolio Featuring
L.V.
1982-Hard To Say I’m Sorry-Chicago
1971-Go Away Little Girl-Donny Osmond
1969-Honky Tonk Women-The Rolling
Stones
1958-It’s All In The Game-Tommy Edwards
1940-I’ll Never Smile Again
1939-Over The Rainbow

#1 Country Hits On
Sept. 16
1992-I Still Believe In You-Vince Gill
1987-Make No Mistake, She’s Mine-R.
Milsap & K. Rogers
1974-Please Don’t Tell Me-Ronnie Milsap
1962-Devil Woman-Marty Robbins
1959-The Three Bells-The Browns
1945-You Two-Timed Me-Tex Ritter

Sayrelin Has Bright Future
By Clem Skarzynski

Sayrelin is the newest Alternative, Indie
rock band from Sayreville and Parlin.  Steve
Mesa keeps the pulse on the drums, Ian
Lewandowski plays the power chords on
guitar, brother Matthew Lewandowski fills
the keyboard spot and vocals, while Dan
Correia supplies the bass lines and back-up
vocals.

With musical influences varying from
Taking Back Sunday to Johnny Cash, they’ve
achieved a “catchy, influential” message to
express to their strong fan base.  Their base-
ment recorded CD, “Sayrelin, Songs That
Never Made Your Mix Tape” contain cuts
from the guitar driven “Drama In The ER,”

to a cool acoustic “Ana Jones,” demon-
strates the band’s unique style to provide a
sing-a-long crowd pleasing presence.  This
past summer found Sayrelin at the Starland
Ballroom’s “Summer Campout” and at Race-
way Park’s recent “Warped Tour 2006.”
Nothin’ like rockin’ to a large venue.  Quite
a feeling!  Catch ‘em at
Sayrelin.myspace.com or
sayrelin@gmail.com.  Rock on Sayrelin!

*Note: If you’re wondering where the
name Sayrelin originated, it’s a combina-
tion of letters from Sayreville and Parlin.

The Rockdaddys, a local favorite rock ‘n’ roll band did a super job as the opening act for the
world-famous Marshall Tucker Band at the 5th Annual Raritan Bay Seafood Festival at
Waterfront Park.  The bands took a little break, and got together to compare notes between
their performances at the Gazebo.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

NEW MUSIC By Phil Rainone
R&R Music DJ’s –732-316-9447

BRITISH INVASION- Gold Hip-O
Records

A 2 cd set (check hip-o.com for full
song list), that gives you a cool, musical
earful of what the Pop Music scene was like
in the 60’s in England, when they starting
assimilating and absorbing American rock
& roll (Chuck Berry, Motown, etc.).

Back before The Beatles were THE
BEATLES!, and they played 4 shows a day,
7 days a week, honing their skills, they’d
often cover older standards, represented here
with “Ain’t She Sweet.”  They rock up the
otherwise passive tune!  Songs range from
the obvious, “A Whiter Shade of Pale” to
coolly obscure The Silkie, covering Lennon
& McCartney’s “You’ve Got to Hide Your
Love Away” are mixed with Tom Jones’
“It’s Not Unusual” and Lulu’s pop smash,
“To Sir With Love.”

The Who are represented by their drum-
dominated mot hit, “Happy Jack,” as well as
The Searchers “Needle’s & Pins,” later cov-
ered by the Ramones when punk rock started

to roar!  40 great songs!
70’s SOUL-GoldHip-O Records
The songs on 70’s Gold lit the fuse that

got party started as far as Soul Music for the
next decade.  This 2 CD set, (check hip-
o.com for list of songs) is full of smooth
grooves.  “I’ll Be There,” Jackson 5, hot
funk, “Mr. Big Stuff, Jean Knight’s soulful,
“Clean Up Woman,” and flat-out rock and
soul music, Ike & Tina’s version of Fogerty’s
stomper, “Proud Mary.”

The Staple Singers reel out the funky,
“I’ll Take You There,” and Betty Wright,
Joss Stone’s super-duper new soul singer’s
mentor, shakes her tail feathers on the sassy,
“Clean Up Woman.”  This was an era sorely
missed, when rock, soul, pop, and r&b could
all be mixed on one radio station, and not be
formatted, like today.  Throw 60’s Gold,
British Invasion Gold, & 70’s Soul Gold
into your CD player, hit shuffle, and you’ll
get a pretty good idea of what the
groundbreaking, and mixed bag music scene
was like back in the day!

Death By Improv
By Phil Rainone

If you’re looking for a fun, inexpensive
($5 in advance, $6 at the door) night out, I’d
highly recommend Death By Improv! At the
Sayreville Main Street Theater Co.

308 Bordentown Ave. Parlin, NJ. I’ve
seen their show twice, and each time was
funnier and more improved than the last!
What keeps this crew, Tim Norek, Steve
Monteleone, Anish Parmer, Dimitry Dobrin,
and Mike Depasqual (Mike handles the light-
ing, video taping, etc.) fresh and spontane-
ous, is their enthusiasm and their willing-
ness to expand the boundaries of comedy.
Each week they have a cast ranging from 6
to 10 people.  The way they interact with
each other, and especially the audience is
essential to the show.  They usually come up
with a set of skits the night of the show, but
don’t expect the same performance every
show.  That’s what keeps these guys to fresh
and interesting.

You’d expect skits like Sound Effects,
Dead Actors, and Press Conference, to the
somewhat self-explanitory.  They are usu-
ally, but put in the hands and minds of this
talented troop, they’re given a rejuvenated

reworking.  The troop is young, in their 20’s,
but they can take on almost any topic, music,
politics, history, pop culture, etc.

To further expand their range, they
should include a few females in their troop,
for a more diverse interaction.

But, I digress, Tim Norek, the MC and
crew member, has been acting in plays and
improv, for a few years now, as well as other
members of the crew.  At times, the interac-
tion between the crew and the audience,
usually 40 or more people, can be spasti-
cally funny and spontaneous, as they vibe
off one another.  You can also just sit and
watch, taking it all in.  There’s a lot of mojo
going on!  They recently started working on
a new skit called, “Radio Show.”  The the-
ater is blacked out and the crew takes on the
persona of a 1940’s radio program.  It has a
lot of potential as to where the actors and the
audience can go with this!  The shows will
run every Friday, 8pm-10pm , through the
end of September.  If you’re looking for
something entertaining and unique, check
out DEATH BY IMPROV!!

Sayrelin-The newest Alternative, Indie rockers band from Sayreville and Parlin include (l-
r) Steve Mesa-drums, Ian Lewandowski-guitar, Matthew Lewandowski-keyboards and
vocals, Dan Correia-bass and back-up vocals.
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McCarthy Stars In Ireland
South Amboy’s Kiersten McCarthy

went to Ireland on May 28th with a one-way
ticket and made lots of friends, while joining
a soccer team.  McCarthy played for a Kerry,
Ireland bar team called An Droichead Beag,
in a 24-team, 7-a-side (7 players on a team)
fundraising tournament, and helped the team

to win the championship Darcy Perpetual
Trophy.  Kiersten, playing goalie, a position
she hadn’t played in for over 10 years,
excelled, and led her soccer club to a thrill-
ing 2-1 victory over the Hillgrove Hotel.

The South Amboy native worked in a
restaurant to earn her ticket back home,
arriving in New Jersey on Aug. 14th.  She
went on the trip with Kate Schultz, (For-
merly of South Amboy), and stayed, even
after Kate went home.  Congratulations,
Kiersten on your experience of a lifetime!

Mulvey Excels In Pro Ball
Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey, the New York

Mets top selection in June’s Draft is off to a
tremendous start

in professional baseball.  On August 29,
the hard-throwing right-hander pitched a
beautiful game, hurling 4 1/3 scoreless in-
nings to lead the Binghamton B-Mets to a
10-3 triumph over the Portland Sea Dogs at
NYSEG Stadium, to keep his club’s hopes
for an Eastern League playoff berth alive.
He struck out 5 and allowed only 4 hits,
while throwing 74 pitches.  He was removed
two outs shy of completing the 5th inning,
which would have made him eligible for his
first pro victory.  Manager Juan Samuel said
that Mulvey was on a pitch-count, and that’s
why he was lifted, as he had reached his
allotted amount for the game.

Mulvey Notes:
On Aug. 24th, Kevin got his first start in

Double A ball against the Erie Sea Wolves,
as his new team battled for a playoff spot,
and turned in a strong performance.  He
pitched 3 innings, allowed 2 hits including a

solo homer, and 2 earned runs, while strik-
ing out 4.  The B-Mets lost in 10 innings, 7-
6, but Mulvey was not involved in the deci-
sion.

Binghamton limited Mulvey to 55
pitches, of which 33 were strikes.  Manager
and former big league star, Juan Samuel was
impressed with his change up, and also his
“exploding fastball.”

On August 19, he made his professional
debut with the Rookie Gulf Coast League
Mets, and threw two scoreless innings.  He
was promptly promoted to Binghamton, the
Mets’ AA Eastern League affiliate.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

By Tom Burkard

Basketball Sign-
Ups

St. Mary’s girls and boys basketball
teams are now forming for the 2006-07
season.  Sign ups are open to students in
grades 3-8.  If your child is interested and
would like to register, forms are available in
the vestibule of the church.  Please return
completed forms along with payment to St.
Mary’s Elementary School office no later
than 2 p.m., Fri., Sept. 29.

Cheerleader Sign-
Ups

Parents of any St. Mary Parish children
grades 1-8 who are interested in cheerleading,
are asked to call Sherry at 732-803-5508,
Kisha at 732-824-3544 or Joanne at 732-
803-1917 for more info.

Wrestling Program
The Sayreville Recreation is offering a

Wrestling Program for Grades K-8.  The
program will be held Mon-Fri. at Arleth
School from 6:30-8:30 p.m., running from
Nov.-March.  The fee is $60-resident, $65-
non resident.  Singlet (uniform) is provided.
Head gear, shoes, warm up suit is required
and is purchased by parent or guardian.  Call
the Rec office for more info 732-390-7092
or 732-390-7096.
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LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE
Glory Days In
Local Sports

1942-Sayreville pounded
Metuchen, 24-0 in football ac-
tion.  Walt Ardenowski fired 2
touchdown passes to Rufus
Anderson, including a 30-yarder,

and also ran for another TD to
lead the Bombers.  Vic
Roskowski also added a TD

run for the Blue & Gray.  1957-Ed Paprota
fired a brilliant 0-hitter to lead Sayreville’s
baseball club to a 2-0 win over the Eagles.
Tom Pristavec took the tough setback, al-
lowing only one hit, a triple by Ron Kuran in
the last inning.  1968-St. Mary’s baseball
team clipped Croydon Hall, 6-1, behind a
beautiful, 14 strikeout, 3-hitter by Tom
Dowd.  The Saints scored 4 runs on walks
with the bases loaded. 1979-Hoffman edged
Ranney Prep, 3-2 in soccer.  Frank Wahler
nailed 2 goals, John Mulligan 1, and Mark
Wahler notched 2 assists.  1985-Freshman
Billy Moskal belted a double in the 7th
inning and scored the winning run to lead
Hoffman to a thrilling 7-6 victory over
Montgomery.  Moskal finished with 3 hits in
support of winning pitcher, Scott Gumprecht,
who struck out 11.  1996-St. Mary’s girls
soccer team crushed Dunellen, 16-0.  Mel-
issa Furey hammered in 4 goals, Jacqui
DuBois 3, Nicole Montanile 3, Jen Van
Assen 2 goals and 5 assists.  2000-Sayreville
opened its football season with a 25-0 romp
over East Brunswick.  Jimi Miller racked up
125 rushing on 12 rushes and scored on a 60-
yard TD run.  Junior Jabbe scored an 11-yd.
touchdown run, Ben Isabella intercepted a
pass and raced 45-yards for a TD, and Darren
Sinclair added a 5-yd. touchdown run.

By Tom Burkard

Softball Legends-Sayreville’s Gary Aich (l)
and Chuck Prusakowski (r) have been
blasting softballs out of New Jersey fields
and parks for over 25 years now, and are still
going strong.  Aich and Prusakowski are
easily the two greatest, pure power-hitters
ever to participate in Sayreville and South
Amboy Slow Pitch Softball Leagues.  They
have competed in softball tournaments
throughout the United States, and have won
countless championships and individual
honors.  (Photo from the Tom Burkard
Archives)

35 Years Ago
1971-Greater Elizabeth Invitational
Softball Tournament

Bulman’s Shell of South Amboy com-
peted in this top-notch, single-elimination
tourney and after winning the opening round,
was eliminated.  The club was composed of
standouts from the South Amboy Men’s Slow
Pitch League, including Jerry Prusakowski,
Don Szatkowski, Jimmy Lyons, Larry
Kurzawa, Mark Felice, Tom Burkard, Joe
Jaskowiak, Jack Mason, “Ned” Moran, Tom
Magielnecki, Bill Parsons, Bob DeJoy, Joe
Martin, and Joe Jancola.

Moran, the catcher went a perfect 4-for-
4 for a 1.000 batting average for 2 games.
Szatkowski was a superb 7-for-8, .875.  Lyons
paced the team with 5 RBI and 2 home runs,
while hitting .375.  Kurzawa batted .571 with
a homer, Parsons hit .429 with 4 RBI, and
player/manager Burkard batted .429 with 2
RBI.  Pitcher Magielnecki was (1-1), and hit
.500.

As a rookie in ’71 in the South Amboy
Men’s Slow Pitch Softball League, I recall
many players who wanted to continue to play
after our short season that year, in which we
played only 11 games.  I approached Mr.
Frank “Hank” Bulman owner of Bulman’s
Shell and asked if he would sponsor us in the
late summer tournament, and he gladly agreed.
After only one or two informal practices, we
competed against some of the best clubs in
New Jersey, and got knocked out in the
second game.  We did have fun though,
playing under the lights in Elizabeth.  The
team I put together was tremendously tal-
ented, and a bunch of really wonderful guys.
Unfortunately, many of the following great
teammates have passed away, but will never
be forgotten: Don Szatkowski, Jack Mason,
“Ned” Moran, Jimmy Lyons and Bob DeJoy.
God Bless them!

T.H.E. Meet
Sport-Boys Cross Country
Year-1996
Teams-St. Mary’s vs. South Amboy in

the Season Opener
Recap-Coach Ed Twomey’s Eagles

were just too much for the Governors, and
flew by them, 16-44.  Joe Majkowski won
the race in 17:52, and was followed by Keith
Bennett, 2nd place and Jonathan Erdelyi,
3rd.  Tom Hetzel finished 5th for the Purple
& Gold.

Most Valuable Runner (MVR)-Joe
Majkowski.

Pop Warner
Football Days

1998-The Sayreville Leprechauns swept
4 games from the Iselin Giants.  The Mighty
Mites won 14-7 on a 30-yd. touchdown run
by Ryan Switzer and a 12-yd. TD run by
Kevin O’Connor.  The Jr. Pee Wees won 14-
7, as Billy Woods came up with the big
touchdown.  The Pee Wees romped, 20-6.
DeShawn Holmes broke loose for 2 TD’s,
and Justin Bednarz 1 touchdown.  The Lep-
rechaun Midgets pounded the Giants, 35-
12.  Dejon Spruill racked up touchdown
runs of 40 and 20 yards, and Carlos Mederal
also ran for a 40-yard TD.  Quarterback
Shawn Johnson fired 2 touchdown passes
including a 7-yard scoring strike to Anthony
Mele, and a 10-yarder to Chris Fulham.

55 Years Ago
1951-South Amboy All-Stars

The powerful South Amboy All-Stars
AAABA baseball team that went on to
compete in the highly-renowned tourna-
ment at Johnstown, Pennsylvania consisted
of the following standout players: Bill “Biff”
McKeon, George Spiecker, Jack Vail, John
Kovaleski, Vic Krolik, Bill Bouchard, Jim
Inman, Don “Bob” “Pep” Bennett, Ed
Downs, Bob Munck, Pete Bailey, Joe
Krygier, P. Lacity, J. Smith, J. Klein, K.
Clebak, W. Poigonniec, W. Wanca.  Coaches
were John “Skeets” Skarzynski and Joe
Kudelka.  Co-Managers were Bill “Smokey”
Ryan and Richie Ryan.

60 Years Ago
1946-Sayreville High’s Perfect Football
Season

Last month, we ran a photo of the legend-
ary 1946 Sayreville Bombers football team,
that was the first in history to turn in a perfect
season, as they captured the CJ Group I Cham-
pionship.  The following is a brief recap of one
of the greatest seasons in local high school
sports history.

The team was coached by Vince
Abbatiello, and the offense was paced by
quarterback, Bob Mytnick, who completed
59-89 passes for a 66.3, including 9 touch-
down passes.  Capt. Walt Olender was the
speed merchant and team’s top scorer, while
Jim Callahan topped the club in rushing yard-
age.  Also sparking the ground game was
Charles “Chubby” Derent and Ed Szot.  First
year center Paul Janocha, anchored the offen-
sive line.   Janocha and Walter Strach were
defensive wizards, wreaking havoc in oppo-
nents’ backfield.  Ed Homan and Stan
Wlodarczyk excelled at the tackle slots.
Wlodarczyk was manager for 3 years, and
became the team’s most improved player.
Johnny Wojcik and Frank Mytnick were two
of the finest ends in this section of the state.
They not only played tough defensive ball,
but were always offensive threats with their
superb pass-catching ability.

John Wojcik recently told us that the club
finished (9-0), not (8-0) as reported by The SA
Times.  We did not count the victory over the
Alumni, but apparently they did back in those
days.  Wojcik said that, “The Alumni was
really tough, one of the toughest teams we
faced all year, and they really wanted to beat
us.”  The Bombers, however prevailed, 13-7.

“We played together and we played hard,”
said Wojcik.  He said Highland Park was the
toughest game, as they had to come-from-
behind for the win (12-7).  “Coach Vince
Abbatiello was very well-liked as our coach
and in the school system.  Henry Counsman
was a very good assistant coach,” said Wojcik.

He also mentioned that “Almost every-
one had nicknames.”  He provided the follow-
ing starters/positions/names/nicknames.

Right End-Frank “Boss” Mytnick; Right
Tackle-Stanley “Basil” Wlodarczyk; Right
Guard-Walter “Poncho” Strach; Center-Joe
Januszewski; Left Tackle-Ed “Grendel”
Homan; Left End-John “Popeye” Wojcik;
Halfback-James “Chic” Callahan (Now liv-
ing in Florida); Fullback-Ed Szot; Halfback-
Charles “Chubby” Derent; Halfback-Walter
“Shorty” Olender; Quarterback-Robert
“Doiky” Mytnick; Coach-Vince “Abby”
Abbatiello; Assistant Coach-Henry “Hank”
Counsman; Manager-Joseph Nicewicz (Still
resides in Sayreville)/

The opponents/scores in ’46-St. James
(Red Bank) 20-0; Metuchen 6-0; Alumni 13-
7; Keyport 26-6; Matawan 13-0; St. Peter’s
(N.B.) 14-7; Holy Trinity (Westfield) 30-0;
Highland Park 12-7; Freehold 19-0.

Final Individual Scoring-Olender 31,
Callahan 28, B. Mytnick 25 Wojcik 24, Szot
19, F. Mytnick 13 Derent 12 Janocha 1.

B. Mytnick and Janocha were selected
for the All-County Team, and Janocha and
Joe Januszewski made the Group 1 All-State
Team.

Little League Days-In the early 1970’s,
Pete Toth (l) and Marty Ratajczak (r) were
teammates on the First Aid squad in the
South Amboy Little Fellas League.  Pete
and Marty were excellent players who went
on to star for the Hoffman Governors.  (Photo
courtesy of Mike Toth)

South Amboy native, Bill “Biff” McKeon is the
Bench Coach with the Evansville Otters
Professional Baseball Club competing in the
Frontier League.  “Biff” has been a
professional player, coach, scout and
manager since 1952, and this photo is from
his first-ever baseball card.  The Otters play
their home games at Bosse Field, the 3rd
oldest ballpark in the U.S., and ironically,
“Biff” played there 50 years ago.  Fenway
Park and Wrigley Field are older than Bosse.
McKeon celebrated his 74th birthday on Sept.
12th, and is still-going strong!
Congratulations, on your achievements and
Happy Birthday wishes to a truly outstanding
guy!  (Photo printed with permission of Bill
McKeon)

40 Years Ago
1966-The powerul Point Pleasant Boro

(13-3) baseball team came from behind to
defeat the Hoffman Governors (8-8), 4-2, to
capture the CJ Group I baseball title.  Coach
John Zdanewicz’s Guvs jumped off to a 2-0
lead in the 2nd inning, when John Ewtuschek
led off with a single and scored on Fran
Chonsky’s long triple to left.  Bob Keegan
then singled to knock in Chonsky and give
Hoffman a 2-0 lead.  The Shoremen were
too much for the underdog Purple and Gold,
and bounced back to win it.  Soph pitching
ace, Curt Wood pitched a brilliant game in
defeat, allowing only 5 hits, while striking
out 10 and walking 2.

Toth Gets Hole-In-
One!

Former South Amboy resident, Pete
Toth got his second career hole-in-one while
playing on the 18th hole at Burden Lake
Country Club in New York.  The next to
impossible shot traveled 170 yards!  Con-
gratulations, Pete on a truly incredible feat,
and to think you’ve accomplished this twice!
A golfer’s biggest dream has once again
become your reality.
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Scully’s Race The Hydros

Bill Scully was born and raised in the
Mechanicsville section of South Amboy.
Today he resides in the Melrose section of
Sayreville.  Most weekends from April to
October, he can be found with wife Pat
attending an APBA (American Power Boat
Association) race somewhere in the east.
Bill has been racing APBA hydroplanes
since the mid 1960’s.  For many years, he
was owner, driver, and mechanic.  Today he
is still the mechanic and boat owner but has
a full time driver for his team.

Pat Scully is the team’s Crew Chief and
Chip Fuller of Union Beach is the driver of
the 1-J Mom’s Devil IV.  The IV designa-
tion, or number four represents the fourth
boat that the Scully’s have owned and raced.
All boats that race in the APBA have a
designated number that is associated with
the driver or owner.  All boats from New
Jersey are given the “J” after the number.
Now you might be thinking that the Scully’s
must have been the first to register a boat
with the 1-J designation but it is much more
impressive than that.  The boat with the
highest number points per season (each race

won is worth a certain number of points,
similar to NASCAR) is given the distinction
of Number 1!!!  Mom’s Devil IV has had
that distinction for the past two seasons!

APBA racing is a family affair, each of
the events in addition to the highly competi-
tive racing are like a huge family reunion.
With teams from all over the east, everyone
knows everyone and you can see the drivers
and family members walking up and down
the pit area to catch up with old friends.
Cooperation is key to a successful race week-
end and everyone is willing to lend a helping
hand when getting ready for a race.  Bill’s
daughter Kelly raced for a few years in the
“J” class, so you can see that it really is a
family affair.

If you are interested in attending a race,
you can checkout the schedule at
www.Hydroracer.net.  There are two events
left in the season, next weekend at Whitney
Point, NY and the first weekend in October
in Millville, NJ.  You can be sure that Bill
and the team will be ready for these races.
We are all hoping that Mom’s Devil IV will
get to keep the 1-J designation again next
year.

continued on page 22

Bernie Hogya

Tom Zebro

Larry Bogush

Mark Merriman

Bill & Pat Scully

Bill Scully driving Mom’s Devil Too! In the
early 1970’s to victory in the Region 3
Championship Race at Cooper River.

Chip Fuller driving Mom’s Devil IV in
Lambertville, NJ this past June.

First KISS Tribute?
“Mortimer Snerd may have been one of

the first, if not “the” first KISS tribute band!”
-Ken Sharp, Author KISS: Behind the Mask:
The Official Authorized Biography

One might ask
why a famous author
would make such a
comment about an
unknown Sayreville/
South Amboy rock
band.  It’s because
Ken Sharp is a good
friend of Bernie
Hogya, the former

lead guitar player for the 1970’s band
Mortimer Snerd, and they were talking about
the now infamous Snerd/KISS show back
on October 30, 1975.  A few days after the
release of “KISS Alive” the members of
Mortimer Snerd thought it would be a “cool”
idea to do a Halloween show dressed like
KISS.

Recently, I was able to locate the four
members of Mortimer Snerd: Bernie, Mark
Merriman, front man, keyboardist and bass-
ist, Tom Zebro, bassist, guitarist and vocal-
ist, and Larry Bogush drummer and speak
with them about the famed KISS show and
about the launch of their nostalgic website
www.mortimersnerdtheband.com.

Here’s their story:
MP SA Times: At the time, KISS was

big, but still somewhat of a local attraction.
So the first question is why a KISS show?

Bernie: Mark was the big KISS fan in
the group. One evening he came to practice
with the first album. We immediately learned
“Firehouse” and then “Strutter”. The second
and third albums came out and we learned
more of their songs

Tom: But it was
nothing more than
songs intermingled
within our sets. That
was it. There was no
thought of concept.

Mark: How-
ever, with the release
of the live album,
KISS became huge
in a relatively short period of time. We in the
band had seen KISS a number of times and
felt this album captured the energy and
power of their live performance. I immedi-
ately went to the next band practice and told
the band we needed to re-learn the songs,
arranging them like the live album.

Larry: Our next live show was the
Saturday after the Release of the KISS Alive
album at St. Joe’s in Metuchen. There, we
performed the new arrangements of the KISS
songs. It just so happened that this particular
performance, retrospectively was the high
point in our career. There were 1200 kids in
attendance, more than three times our nor-
mal audience size. and they loved us! It was
the first time we were asked to do an encore!

Tom: I remember Paul Stanley’s influ-
ence on Mark. That night when he was
working the audience he used all of Paul’s
banter from the album like:

“Give yourself a round of applause”,
and “I know you can do better than that”, and
“catch your breath”.

Mark: Really? I don’t recall that!
Larry: No recollection?  Shocking!
Bernie: Well after that show we were

on this big high. We felt we were going
places. But Larry, always thinking, felt we
needed to do something bigger, something
better.

Larry: We had this job coming up on
Halloween at Sayreville Junior High and I
thought what would be more appropriate
than to do a KISS show that night! I felt, if
we could pull this off, this would be very
cool!

MP SA Times: Just for the record, how
old were you guys at the time.

Mark: Me, Tom and Bernie were about
16-17. Larry was the old man; I think he just
turned 18.

Tom: I recall Larry proposing the idea,
and as always we thought it was out there.
But so were a lot of his ideas and they
usually always worked. So we all said yeah,
and began creating our costumes and work-
ing out the set.

By Michael Parker

Larry: Meanwhile, I went to the school
board and proposed our idea of doing a
KISS show, and they gave us permission to
do it!

Mark: Almost immediately, word got
out and people would come up to us and ask
if it was true, and our answer would be come
and see.  Well, they did. That night there
were 500 kids at that show

Bernie: The agreement we made with
the venue was, instead of the traditional
three sets with 15 minute breaks in between,
we would do two longer sets with an hour
break in between. This would give us a
chance to get made up.

Mark: I remember that night vividly.
While we were getting into costumes one of
our friends, Keith Kotun was working the
crowd. And he was doing a great job. He had

these kids in a
frenzy!! When we
came out the kids had
made a path from our
dressing room to the
stage, about 100
yards. As we walked
through this sea of
kids, they were
screaming, and try-

ing to grab us and touch the makeup. It was
wild!  I have to believe some of those kids
thought KISS was really there!

Tom: And we played the rock star thing
to the hilt! When we launched into “Deuce”
and the flash pots went off, the kids went
crazy, screaming, clapping, and rushing the
stage. It was bizarre!

Bernie: And we did the whole thing:
The smoke, flash pots, Toms’ guitar burst
into flames (intentionally), and the choreog-
raphy. Mark even did the flame thing and the
blood spitting.

MP SA Times: You did the flame
throwing?

Mark: Yeah, it was kind of cool. Larry
and I found this magic store in Red bank.
Doug Heller’s.

He had this stuff called “Dragon’s
breath”. It was a real fine power, almost
liquid and it was in this squeeze container
that could fit in your mouth. The deal was
when you applied pressure to the container;
the powder would spray out, hit the open
flame and project outwards from there. It
gave the impression you were blowing flames
from your mouth, but it was incredibly safe!

MP SA Times: I understand there was
an incident with the blood.

Mark: Yeah, the plan was I would do
the blood spitting
routine, run back-
stage and rinse and
be ready for the next
song. Well, Larry
started the song early
and in a rush, I swal-
lowed the blood. Af-
ter the set, I read the
label and in big let-
ters it read” DO NOT SWALLOW” .I im-
mediately got sick and drove myself to the
hospital. Now imagine, I run into the emer-
gency room, a little freaked, still in costume
with blood all over my face.  I give the nurse
the bottle and say “Hey, I swallowed this
stuff, what’s going to happen?” She slowly
examined the label then looked at me, and in
a deadpan tone replied “You know, you
can’t get high from this” Bottom line was
she told me to get some food so I went for a
burger and milkshake and lived to tell about
it.

MP SA Times: How do you think you
sounded that night?

Tom: I remember the entire night sound-
ing good!

Mark: I remember it sounding great!
Larry: The next day, I received calls

from a number of venues, attempting to
verify that we did a KISS show and asking
if we would agree to do one for them. I said
sure and made up this ridiculous price and
they agreed!  It was great. We hit upon
something!

Bernie: Thinking back, it was pretty
“cutting edge” for that time. And the thing
is, we always seemed to do something that
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WWW.?
LETTERS

Does this look familiar to you?  If you know
or think you know what it is, send your
answer to: satimes@aol.com. (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

Last Month’s
Winners

The correct answers to last month’s
WWW.? photo are either the Sayreville
Borough Hall, or Sayreville Municipal build-
ing.  The following were August winners:
Frank Makransky, Brent Kronowski, Tom
Brown, John “Butterball” Prusakowski, John
Wojcik and Dorothy Cieslarczyk, who said
that, “I should know.  I worked for the
Borough of Sayreville for over 40 years.”

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -B.T.S.

Old High School
Photo

In last month’s 1966 photo by Bill
Coman of the demolition of the old St.
Mary’s High School on Augusta St., there
were 4 teenage boys standing and appar-
ently watching and talking as the work was
being done.  Believed to be in the photo (l-
r) were sophomores to be, John “Jack”
Trzoniec, Bill “Monk” Wozniak (In plaid
shirt), Richie Tanchyk (number 55 shirt),
and the boy on the far right is unknown.
Who was this mystery teenager from ’66?   It
was pretty tough to identify these people,
especially without seeing their faces, and no
one even attempted to try.  Come on ’69ers!

Dear Tom,
By the way, that was a good article on

George Spiecker.  He was actually my first
“official” coach.  When he was a senior in
HS, I was in the 6th grade.  We had no
official team, but got invited to a tournament
in Woodbridge, I think it was St. James.  He
took us over there and we won the thing.  I
believe it was in 1952.

John Phillips
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is my renewal check for $18.

You have done a great job this past year.  I
always look forward to reading this OUT-
STANDING NEWSPAPER.  It has so much
information and always brings back memo-
ries.  Keep up the excellent work!

Phyllis (Zonkowski) Palfy
(Formerly from Sayreville)
North Brunswick, NJ

Dear Tom,
Thank you for sending the subscription

renewal reminder.  We still enjoy reading
The SA Times!  It’s a great paper!

Chris Fitzmorris Bulman
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Hey Tom,
The current SA Times issue is a particu-

larly good one!  I enjoyed the extensive
George Spiecker feature, and the reminisc-
ing of the Bruce Springsteen concert at CBA
made me chuckle.  Imagine passing on an
opportunity to sit in with “The Boss” and
The E Street Band!  There were a couple of
other newsy things in there too, like the
YMCA and the groundbreaking for the
Raritan River Landing.  Super issue!

Jerry Smith
South Amboy

Reunited-Former Sacred Heart Grammar
School classmates, Ed Stepnowski (l) and
Ron Kukulski (r), ran into each other for the
first time in 50 years.

Old Classmates
Reconnect

By Ron Kukulski
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times can

take credit for bringing together two former
classmates from Sacred Heart Grammar
School, 50 years after we graduated.  Ed
Stepnowski, after seeing that I lived in Palm
Beach County, Florida, called me on the
phone.  That phone call led the two of us to
a “memory lane” lunch the next day.

It turns out Ed and I live but a few miles
from each other.  We have since gotten
together for lunch on numerous occasions to
discuss the “good old days” at Sacred Heart
and living in the South Amboy area.  Ed and
I likewise are in agreement that we both
enjoy the wonderful job you are doing in
reporting all that is good and wonderful
about South Amboy and Sayreville.

Tom, Ed and I are sure that your won-
derful newspaper has likewise reunited other
former residents of the South Amboy area.
But, we can only speak for ourselves when
we thank you for getting us back in touch
with each other.

The South Amboy Parade Committee
announced the winner of their design a button
contest at the St. Patrick’s Day parade Kick
Off Party.  Delenn Gnizdowski’s design was
the winner selected from over 100 entrees
submitted to the contest.  Pictured (l-r) Andrew
Gnizdowski, Anna Mae O’Connor and
Delenn.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Commander William Campbell was
promoted to Captain Campbell on
August 3 2006. His command the USS
De Wert is†a frigate stationed at the
Mayport Naval in Jacksonville Fla.
Captain William Campbell is the son
of the late James Campbell of South
Amboy and Cecile Campbell of Lowell
Ma.. Captain Campbell, wife Mary and
his two children Tyler and Nolan live
just outside Jacksonville, Fla.. Pictured
is Captain Campbell at the helm of his
ship and with friends and family at a
local restaurant after the ceremony.
From left to right brother Jim Campbell
holding nephew Tyler Campbell,
Captain Campbell holding son Nolan
Campbell, brothers’ Mike Curran and
Ed Campbell.  (Photos courtesy of
EC)

Half Court Confessions
Part 9: South Amboy; Music City

Since this is about growing up in South
Amboy as it relates to two of the core activi-
ties in town in those days, basketball and
music, I have to talk about the Roger Johnson
and the Hubcaps Band and how much they
meant to all of us.  The band itself was not
technically a South Amboy band, but since
Roger and Bobby Spencer were from Mor-
gan, they were grand fathered in.  And,
maybe not being from town gave them a
little mystique to add to their mojo.

 The first time I remember seeing them
was in Morgan.  There is still a shopping
type strip mall at the corner of Parker Av-
enue and South Pine Avenue right before
you go down onto Route 35 by Connies.  I’m
not sure of the year but it had to be the
Summer of ’57 or ’58 and they played under
the stars in the parking lot behind the strip
mall, and like they said on Seinfeld, they
were real and they were fabulous.

 It is roughly fifty, that’s five oh, years
later and I can still hear their sax playing the
solo to Rosie and the Originals’, Angel
Baby and the guitar line to Jimmy Reed’s all
time classic, Baby What You Want Me To
Do, but who knew then that we were going
to have them with us all through our high
school years?

 I’ve been real close to rocking music as
a fan all my life, but as a venue for great bar
bands South Amboy ranks right up there
with the best.  In my time, the beginning of
it all was the guitar and the piano music that
Walt the African American provided at the
clambakes down the Water Works in the
early 50’s, and rockin’ music the Bloodgood
and Dill family bands pumped out all the
way from Whitey Volk’s high school gradu-
ation party, to Pinky Clark’s country bands,
to Eddie Dill’s guitar mastery in the ex-
tremely popular Megaton band featured last
month in this paper.  Of course, Gene
Dennen’s Rock Band also played in town
right up and into the 80’s.  This is all 100%
South Amboy music, born and bred.

I’ve been lucky in the unfolding of my
early life to have been in some very seminal
music environments.  I went to college in
North Carolina and the band that played our
college dances, Gene Friday’s Combo,
morphed into the back up band for The Isely
Brothers.  Also, being in that locale I was
knee deep in what is called Beach Music,
which is still very popular not only in the
South, but worldwide.  It spawned a dance
and a movie called The Shag, and if you
think Myrtle Beach, South Carolina is only
a golf-retirement destination, you’ll be sur-
prised to learn that much of it’s popularity is
a direct result of the many “Beach Music”
bars and clubs still thriving there.

I was stationed in the Army for 18
months at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, an
hour’s drive from Nashville, Tennessee and
the Grand Old Opry.  This home base of the
101st Airborne Division was surrounded by
honky tonk bars at every exit gate, and each

one of them with a band playing everything
from Hendricks, himself and ex-101st para-
trooper, to “Your Love is Taking me Higher”
by Jackie Wilson, to “Time Will Come
Today” by the Chambers Brothers every
weekend; but, it also had bands playing in
every EM club, NCO club and Officer’s
club on the base. Believe it or not, the house
band of The Top Five Club, the NCO club
that I frequented , was Archie Bell and the
Drells, and if that name doesn’t ring a bell,
no pun intended, maybe their hit song
“Tighten Up“, one of the top requested songs
of 60’s music, will.

Therefore I think it’s safe to say that I
have some credibility when it comes to
being a connoisseur of big rock music as
played in small rock venues. However, South
Amboy does not have to play second fiddle
to any of these places. On one hand we had
great local bands, but check out this litany of
all stars that performed in town in the early
Sixties at Colonel Coopers on Route 35:

Little Richard, Fats Domino, Ben E
King, Smokey Robinson and the Miracles,
Patty La Bell, Bobby Lewis, The Drifters,
my favorite, Chuck Jackson, The Coasters,
Mary Wells, Major Lance, Screamin’ Jay
Hawkins, Mitch Ryder and the Detroit
Wheels, Jay and the Americans, Dionne
Warwick, Martha and the Vandellas, Gene
Mc Daniels, Lenny Welch, The Isley Broth-
ers and these are only performers that I saw
in person.  I’m sure my contemporaries are
thinking of many big name performers that
I missed.

With that in mind I’d like to tip my hat
to the great bands that played in South
Amboy bars that I did not mention here.
These writings are of a certain era and of the
bands that I saw myself in that time frame
and don’t pretend to be able to cite all of the
bands that have been able to keep the music
tradition still alive in town. For example,
Tommy Burkard himself, the publisher of
this paper, and Al Gomolka Jr, the poet
laureate of South Amboy, were both in the
band The Lincoln Conspiracy, and even
though I still have one of their albums, I
wasn’t lucky enough to see them perform in
person.

As I get ready to put an end to these
“Confessions“, in the final few articles† I
hope to be able to finish the story of this
confluence of music and sports and neigh-
borhood and friendship and why people to
this very day think of the old South Amboy
as a place still very alive and dear in their
hearts. Without feedback it’s impossible to
tell who, if any, are relating to what I write,
but I hope there are some.

 NEXT TIME:  More Roger Johnson
and the tremendous positive influence of the
men in the fire companies had on us growing
up.

TILL THEN: ROGER’S PLAYING A
SLOW ONE LADIES CHOICE——The
Ghost
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South Amboy’s top automotive experts, Frank
Guimano (r), owner of Frank’s Automotive
Service, and his assistant Don McNeany (l)
took a break for a photo by one of their
valued customers, Joe Mantz of South
Amboy.  Frank’s Automotive Service has
been one of the most popular auto repair
businesses in the area for the past 12 years.

66th Anniversary
George and Emily Selover of South

Amboy celebrated their 66th Wedding An-
niversary on the 4th of July.  The couple was
married on July 4, 1940 at the Woodbridge
Presbyterian Church.  Their reception was
held at the Old Log Cabin Restaurant in
Woodbridge.  Congratulations, George and
Emily!

Cousins-South Amboy native and current California resident, Joe “Jasko” Jaskowiak (l) was
in town over the summer, and visited with his cousin, Kenny Rogers (r) of South Amboy.  Ken
is a former professional baseball pitcher, who went on to serve as a South Amboy
Councilman, and was a highly-successful businessman until his retirement.  Jaskowiak is
a 1964 graduate of Sacred Heart Grammar School and ‘68 St. Mary’s High School grad,
where he was a talented catcher on the Eagles’ varsity baseball club.  “Jasko” has done very
well on the West Coast.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Locals Adjust to Downsizing of Solar
System

When South Amboy and Sayreville resi-
dents went to bed on the night of August 24,
there were nine planets in the Solar System.
By the next morning, Pluto had been “voted
off the island,” so to speak, leaving eight
survivors  “Who thinks of these cockamamie

things?” asked Pat Wrobel of Sayreville.
The International Astronomical Union

in Prague, Czech Republic chose to reclas-
sify Pluto as a “dwarf” planet because its
peculiar orbit overlaps Neptune’s path.
Pluto’s puny size was not the basis for
suspending its planetary privileges.

Like most of us, science fiction author
Daniel-Gary Holderman of Sayreville
learned about the Solar System in elemen-
tary school. His fourth grade teacher gave
the class the following clue to help remem-
ber the order of planets from the Sun: “My
Very Eccentric Mother Just Served Us Nine
Pickles.” In light of recent developments,
this mnemonic is obsolete: pickles have
gone out of vogue.

Are eight planets enough? In our house-
hold, Melody thinks so.  “It’s one less planet
to memorize,” she said. Megan admits she
feels some sense of loss, but says her grief is
“nothing astronomical.” Based on this cross
section, local folks should adjust to the cos-
mic shakeup without difficulty.

Nevertheless, there are economic and
cultural factors to consider. Do we rewrite
every science textbook or burn every chart
of the Solar System? How do we tell kids
that Mickey Mouse’s top dog is named after
a planetary has-been?

Pluto, whatever you are, we know you
are still out there. As 2,500 Earth-bound
scientists debated your fate, you continued
your 248-year journey around the Sun. Rest
assured you are more than “one less planet
to memorize.” You have given us the oppor-
tunity to show our children the evolving
nature of science. For that, we are grateful.

Parents and teachers, plan your lessons
well because neither childhood nor
planethood lasts forever.

By Jerry Smith

Movie Nite
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will

hold a FREE Movie Nite on Oct. 23, 7 p.m.
at the Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center,
called Abbott & Costello “Spooky Fun
Theme.”

Children 6 & under must be accompa-
nied by an adult.  Refreshments will be
served.  Register by Oct. 20.  For more info
call 732-390-7092 or 732-390-7096.

South Amboy First Aid Squad President Gary Cottrell (r) receives the first check from the
R.E.A.D. Foundation Coordinator Chris Decker(l) . R.E.A.D. stands for “Reading Educating
Against Drugs”.The monies received are from the three clothing bins that are set up on the
side of the First Aid Auxiliary Building on Main St..The clothing that gets donated helps many
people in times of duress and†disaster. The clothing donated in the First Aid bins also
becomes money for the first aid.  This is a wonderful program which is run by†the Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Office in New Brunswick.

Trip To Italy
A trip to Italy is taking place from Nov.

1-11, visiting Venice, Padua, Florence,
Assisi, Pisa and Rome.  Father David
Kosmoski, pastor of St. Andrew Church,
Avenel will be the host.  He is a 1974 St.
Mary’s High School graduate.  For com-
plete info and brochure call 732-634-4355.

The Buzz On Broadway
FARMERS MARKET.  So many people

want to come to the market it’s being rescheduled
to FRIDAY between 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm
starting on Sept. 15th.  Come and enjoy great
Jersey Fresh produce and homemade specialties.

COMEDY NIGHT.  Join your friends on
Oct. 21 at the South Amboy Main Street Comedy
Night at the South Amboy High School audito-
rium at 8:00 pm.  Tickets are just $20 or $15 for
Seniors.  They are available at the SAMS office
at 110 North Broadway, on the SAMS website at
www.samsnj.com or by calling 732-721-0958.

continued from page 19
made us stand out from the other groups like
the Dark Side of the moon show with Hilton,
the singing telephone, the props and pyro-
technic effects, so we just thought the KISS
thing was normal.

Since Mortimer Snerd donned KISS
costumes and makeup, there have been thou-
sands of bands—local, national and interna-
tional—that have performed similar KISS
tribute shows. But if you were one of the
many Snerd fans crowded into Sayreville
Junior High  that eventful night in 1975, you
now know that you can say you saw it first.

I have to point out that while this inter-
view centers around the KISS show, each
member of the band brought their own mu-
sical tastes to the table.  They performed the
music of: Led Zeppelin, Bad Company,
David Bowie, Deep Purple, Genesis (long
before anyone knew who Genesis was), The
Who, Jethro Tull, Mott the Hoople, Sparks
and the list goes on.

To read more about the adventures of
Mortimer Snerd go to
mortimersnerdtheband.com. Find out more
about their history, the theatrics, the schemes
and gimmicks. You’ll find the site pretty
amusing.

KISS Tribute

NEXT ISSUE
OCTOBER  21ST
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The South Amboy Democratic Organization held their annual picnic last weekend at Frog
Hollow Swim Club.  Pictured (l-r) Organization Chairman, John F. “Jack” O’Connell, Council
President, James Reick, Councilman, Fred Henry, Mayor, John T. O’Leary, Councilman,
Russell Stillwagon, Councilman, Joseph Connors and Councilman John Szatkowski.  (Photo
by Brian Stratton)

Pictured at the Sayreville Democratic Organization’s picnic are: (l-r) Councilman, Daniel
Buchanan, Council President, Thomas Pollando, Council Candidate, Kathy Makowski,
Senator, Robert Menendez, Councilman, Stanley Drwal, Assemblyman/Sayreville
Democratic Organization Chairman,  John S. Wisniewski, Councilman, Dennis Grobelny,
Councilman, Rory Zach, Assemblyman / Perth Amboy Mayor, Joseph Vas. (Photo by Bill
Henry)
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