
The Borough of Sayreville recently dedicated the new Ken Buchanan Riverfront Park (l) in
honor of the late and beloved Sayreville Councilman Kenneth Buchanan, who served for 18
years on the Council.  Buchanan was instrumental in getting many parks for Sayreville, and
also the creation of this park.  The park features a beautiful gazebo (r), walkway, boat ramp,
spacious parking lot, and much more.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)

The South Amboy Fire Dept. and Ladies Auxiliary has once again captured several marching
and equipment awards at the NJ State Fireman’s Relief Association Convention Parade at
Wildwood, NJ on Sept. 16.  Proudly posing with the department’s display of various awards
are (l-r) Chief Timothy Walczak, 1st Assistant Chief James Larkin, 2nd Assistant Chief Paul
Mundy, Fire Marshal, Edward Szatkowski.
The awards included: 1. President’s Trophy 2. Best Marching Unit over 21 persons (1st
Place) 3. Best Appearing Ladies Auxiliary (1st Place) 4. Best Appearing Pumper 19-24 years
(1st Place, Mechanicsville) 5. Best Appearing Pumper 6-8 year (2nd Place, Protection) 6.
Best Appearing Overall Apparatus (2nd Place) 7. Best Appearing Color Guard (3rd Place)
8. Best Appearing Band (1st Place, Bloomingdale Cornet Band).
The Chief and his Assistants would like to take this opportunity to thank the firefighters and
ladies auxiliary members that participated in the parade march, and dedicated countless
hours working on the respective companies apparatus.
Chief Walczak stated that although the fire department consists of 5 separate companies,
“We all unite together to form the pride of the South Amboy Fire Dept., and to insure safety
and well-being of our citizens.”

Halloween Parade
The South Amboy Lions Club along

with the City of South Amboy Recreation
Dept. will be co-sponsoring the Annual
Halloween Parade on Sunday, Oct. 29 at 1
p.m. starting at Progressive Fire House on
Bordentown Ave.  The parade will proceed
down Bordentown Ave. to Broadway past
the reviewing stand in front of City Hall.
Prizes will be given out and ONLY children
will be awarded prizes.
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Train Station
Improvement

By Steve Schmid
Work is scheduled to begin in June on

a $42 million improvement project for the
South Amboy train station.  NJ Transit has
approved the project creating high level
platforms connecting to the new pedestrian
overpass.  Construction will begin when
overhead wires and tracks are moved.  The
project is expected to be finished by fall
2008.

NJ Transit is also planning a $31 mil-
lion project to expand parking at the South
Amboy train station.  A new parking deck
will be built, designed, and operated by NJ
Transit.  Work will begin in the spring of
2007 with completion expected in 2009.

Shoreline
Rebuilding Project

By Steve Schmid
New improvements to the shoreline at

Raritan Bay Waterfront Park are expected
to lessen the chances of future damage from
coastal storms.  South Amboy Mayor John
T. O’Leary has announced the city has
begun building a new jetty-like system to
break the waves before they reach the beach.
The shoreline is expected to be stabilized
with the new system.  O’Leary said this
project is funded by a Middlesex County
Open Space grant and will place hundreds
of large rocks along 350 feet on each side of
the B. Judith Lecki Pedestrian Bridge.  The
city consulted Stevens Institute and the
state Dept. of Environmental Protection in
developing the shore stabilization designed
by CME Associates of Parlin.  Over the
Labor Day Weekend, waves from Tropical
Storm Ernesto’s remnants pushed over the
walkway near homes on Lighthouse Drive,
causing significant beach erosion.  The storm
partially collapsed a chain link fence bor-
dering the walkway, exposing concrete foot-
ings normally buried in 8 feet of soil.

S.A.F.A. 2nd Quarter
Report

Capt. Chris Mader of the South Amboy
First Aid has issued the following report for
the 2nd Quarter of 2006.  The Squad an-
swered a total of 260 calls: 174 emergen-
cies, 11 transports, 13 fire, 12 community
service and 51 mutual aid.  High members
for the quarter were: Betty Leveille 129,
Mike Pappas 123, Gerard Kelly 101, Robert
Sekerak 80, Chris Mader 77, Ashley Braun
(Associate) 40; and Chris Norek (Cadet)
109.  New members welcomed by the Squad
are S. Rama (Cadet) and E. Mulvey (Asso-
ciate).

The Squad thanks all those residences
that have returned their tax deductible Fund
Drive donations.  Those who have not, please
send in ASAP.  Thank you.

Wisniewski Calls On
Bush

Assembly Transportation Committee
Chairman John S. Wisniewski recently said
New Jersey taxpayers are being forced into
double jeopardy as the Bush administration’s
Iraq War agenda diminishes the amount of
money that could be used to finance trans-
portation security improvements in the state.

Noting recent published reports on in-
sufficient federal reimbursements for $2.3
billion in security upgrades the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey has made
since the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Wisniewski
called on the Bush administration to in-
crease its support for state and regional
efforts to keep transportation systems se-
cure from terrorism.

“We now have an untenable situation in
which New Jersey residents are paying for
the war effort overseas and subsequently
getting stuck with the bill to improve secu-
rity in the real war against terrorism here at
home,” said Wisniewski (D-Middlesex).
“States should not have to go it alone in
underwriting the cost of commuter and trans-
portation security improvements.”

Wisniewski said the security of the
state’s transportation infrastructure should
not be disproportionately foisted onto the
backs of New Jersey taxpayers.

“New Jersey is home to what the FBI
calls ‘the most dangerous two-mile stretch
in America,’ surrounding the ports of New-
ark and Elizabeth,” said Wisniewski.  “We
have the country’s third largest port, the
third largest statewide mass transit system,
one of the largest financial centers, 11 chemi-
cal plants, the fifth largest oil refinery ca-
pacity, and an international airport.

“Instead of sending funds where they’re
needed, the Bush White House is forcing
New Jersey taxpayers to throw good money
after bad in places like Iraq and failing to
provide for our security at home in the real
war against terror.”

Wisniewski said New Jersey residents
are absorbing double the financial pain due
to the federal policy.

“In essence, New Jerseyans are being
billed twice:  first in footing the bill for the
war effort, and a second time when footing
the bill for upwards of 90 percent of the
state’s transportation security efforts,”
Wisniewski said.  “While the Congressional
delegation and state officials on both sides
of the aisle have done an admirable job of
improving statewide transportation security
since the September 11, 2001 terrorist at-
tack, much more still needs to be done.  The
fact is we cannot accomplish our ultimate
objectives without adequate homeland se-
curity funding from the Bush administra-
tion.”

Assemblyman, John S. Wisniewski (r)
recently served as Grand Marshal at the
huge Pulaski Day Parade in New York City.
That’s  NYC Mayor, Michael Bloomberg (l).
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Mary O’Leary Dies
By Tom Burkard

Mary O’Leary of South Amboy passed
away on Oct. 10.  She had a charming
personality and was a most intelligent
woman.  She was well-versed in local his-
tory, and also antiques and artifacts.  Mary
was a very active member of the South
Amboy Democratic Organization, and also
a member of the Women Aviators of
America, the Ancient Order of Hibernians
Ladies Auxiliary, the South Amboy Seniors
Club, and St. Mary’s Senior Citizens Club.

She was a loving mother and grand-
mother, so very proud of the accomplish-
ments of her children and grandchildren.
Mary was honored when she met Pope John
Paul II, and also Mother Teresa, and consid-
ered both events true blessings.  She and her

granddaughter, Kaitlyn, gave The SA Times
one of its most memorable cover photos in
15 years, when they were pictured with
Mother Teresa.  Mary was an avid SA Times
reader, and always had wonderful comments
about our newspaper.

She was an energetic and dedicated
worker for the South Amboy Democratic
Organization, in fundraising and organizing
events.  Mary was a kind-hearted person
who sincerely cared for others, and was
always willing to help anyone in need.  She
enjoyed life, and made this world a much
better place, by touching so many people in
a positive way, with her smile and kind
words.  Her life was well-lived, a life to be
remembered and celebrated.  She will never
be forgotten.

Mary O’Leary

continued on page 3
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Loyal advertisers of The SA Times, (l-r) Elaine and Scott McConnell owners of S & E
Transportation, and Eileen Michalik, owner of Broadway Coiffures pose for the camera at the
highly successful fundraiser, Toddstock ‘06 at Todd’s Dugout Sports Café, South Amboy.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.The theme for St. Mary’s HS Christ-
mas Ball in 1969 was?  a.Snowy Night b.A
White Christmas c.Tinsel Time

2.President of the South Amboy Rotary
in ’91?  a.Greg Wyzykowski b.Gary
Fulcinetti c.Daniel Zack

3.In 1973, where was Dunkin’ Donuts
located in Parlin?  a.Ernston Rd. & Rt. 9
South b.Washington Rd. & Main St.
c.Bordentown Ave.

4.Sayreville’s Chief of Police in ’73?
a.Raymond Sweeney b.Douglas Sprague
c.James Shofar

5.Where was St. Mary’s Prom held in
1972?  a.The Forge b.The Barclay Hotel
c.The Berkley-Carteret Hotel

6.South Amboy’s Business Adminis-
trator in ’94?  a.Nicholas Smolney b.Frank
Minnick c.John Mason

7.Borough of Sayreville Council Presi-
dent in 1979?  a.Raniero Travisano b.Thomas
Kuberski c.Kenneth Buchanan Sr.

8.What year was the Borough of
Sayreville’s Public Safety Complex dedi-
cated?  a.1973 b.1975 c.1980

9.In ’88 this person was appointed to a
5-year term on the South Amboy Redevel-
opment Agency?  a.Chester Gasiewski
b.Richard O’Brien c.Richard O’Connor

10.What year did the St. Mary’s Church
celebrate its 100th Anniversary?  a.1962
b.1971 c.1976

11.In ’74, this bar was located on Pulaski
Ave., Sayreville?  a.Adam’s b.Swanee’s
c.Suzy’s

12.President of the Sayreville Lions
Club in 1980?  a.Paul Hill b.John Kriskowski
c.Mike Montalbano

By Tom Burkard
Contest Winner

Noor Azeem won the Guess The Arti-
fact Contest which was held at Sayreville
Day.  Noor correctly guessed the item in
question was a container, which was locked
when it held matches at a local chemical
factory.  He received a limited edition CD as
top prize.  Congratulations!
Two More Businesses

“Izzy” Pawlowski of South Amboy
added two more names to our list of 1951
businesses which were mentioned in last
month’s issue.  Other fine businesses back
in the day were Pawlowski’s Meat Market &
Liquor Store, Main Liquors, and Jasper’s
Produce on Broadway across from the cur-
rent City Hall.  Thanks, “Izzy” for your
contributions.
In Memoriam

Hazel Mount, 76, of South Amboy died
on Sept. 17.  She was Past-President and
Trustee  of Trinity United Methodist Church.
Margaret Batissa, 90, of South Amboy died
on Sept. 18.  She was a wonderful lady, and
very popular with the townsfolk of the
Mechanicsville section of the City.  William
F. Bouchard III, 35, of South Amboy died on
Sept. 19.  He was a fine, young man, loved
and respected by all.  Marcella Krasnitski,
61, formerly of Sayreville died on Sept. 20.
She was a supervisor for Verizon in North
Brunswick before retiring.  Marcella also
loved reading The SA Times, and was a
long-time subscriber.  Linda Behnen, 55, of
South Amboy died on Sept. 22.  She was a
very kind person.  Lawrence “Doc” Holliday,
68, of Sayreville died on Sept. 23.  He
coached Little League baseball for many
years.  Modesta Casey Beatty, 86, of Mor-
gan died on Sept. 24.  She was valedictorian
of SMHS Class of ’37, and also a founding
member of St. Lawrence Church, and its
Board of Governors, where she served as
Treasurer for over 30 years.  She received
the prestigious Nostra Medal from Bishop
Hughes in 1996.  She was a fine lady who
touched many lives in a positive way.  John
Grabon, 64, of South Amboy died on Oct. 4.
He was the former owner/operator of Jag’s
White Eagle Tavern, South Amboy for 22

Talk Of The Towns

continued on page 12

Answers
1b 2a 3a 4a 5b 6c 7c 8c 9a 10c 11b 12a.
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    Business of the Month  
Sayreville Bar & Restaurant

Catering by Culinary Classics

Sayreville Bar & Restaurant owner, Dave Nieratko proudly displays a beautifully
decorated cake from his in-house bake shop.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Webelos of Cub Scout Pack 391 had their first over night camping trip
sponsored by Boy Scout Troop 95 at Turkey Swamp Camp Grounds on Sept 23 & 24.
The boys worked on their Outdoorsman Pin, which included, fire building, first aid, & knife,
ax & saw safety. They worked hard even though it rained all day. Pictured here are Jack
O’Connor, Richie Fiehl, Jesse Richter, Josh Trap, Danny Mace, Chris Schwiekert, & Frankie
Hareslak.

Pancake Breakfast
The Sayreville Lions will hold its an-

nual Fall Pancake Breakfast on Oct. 29 at
Sayreville War Memorial HS from 8 a.m. to
noon.  Tickets are $5-adults; $3 for children.
Tickets are available from members at the
door of the HS Cafeteria on the day of the
Pancake Breakfast.

Girl Scout
Membership Drive

Sayreville-South Amboy Girl Scouts
Membership Drive is currently underway.
Membership is open to all Sayreville and
South Amboy girls.  All Girl Scout levels are
being recruited.  Daisy (Kindergarten),

Brownie (grades 1-3), Junior (grades 4-
6), Cadette (grades 7-9), and Senior (grades
10-12).  ADULT VOLUNTEERS ARE
ALSO NEEDED!  For further information,
please call (732) 727-5243

Sayreville Bar & Restaurant Cater-
ing by Culinary Classics is located at 7
Cecelia St., Sayreville.  Phone numbers:
732-257-4110/732-257-4471.  Websites:
www.sayrebar.com and also
www.jerseycatering.com.

This historic Sayreville landmark
was founded over 50 years ago by the
Mayer Family.  It was purchased by
Dave & Julia Nieratko in April 2005.
Nestled in a quiet neighborhood, the
Sayreville Bar & Restaurant is not only
a local favorite, but a destination restau-
rant for diners seeking delicious food
and gracious hospitality.

Dave began his career at Sayreville
Bar in 1986.  It was here that he decided
to pursue a career in the hospitality busi-
ness.  He graduated with honors from the
Culinary Institute of America in Hyde
Park, NY in 1991.  After owning a suc-
cessful catering business in South Jer-
sey, he accepted an offer to purchase the
Sayreville Bar & Restaurant.  Dave felt it
was the perfect opportunity to move his
family back “home.”

He now looks forward to applying
his knowledge and experience to the res-
taurant business, while upholding the
reputation the Sayreville Bar & Restau-
rant has earned throughout the years.
Keep an eye out on the back page of The
SA Times each month for new menu
items and upcoming special events!

The in-house bake shop features a
wide variety of tasty treats, and its deco-
rated sheet cakes are truly works of art!

When planning your next occasion,
don’t forget Catering by Culinary Clas-
sics.  We offer an extensive array of
services from pick-up trays to fully
planned receptions.  Culinary Classics is
known for exquisite cuisine and impec-
cable service.  Our menus are tailored to
accommodate any event, while remain-
ing flexible to meet your specific re-
quirements and requests.  They strive for
perfection as they look forward to mak-
ing your celebration an event to remem-
ber.  Call 732-257-4110 or 732-257-4471.

Mary O’Leary Dies
continued from page 1

May God Bless Mary O’Leary always!
She is survived by her devoted hus-

band, John “Jack” O’Leary; her daughter,
Joanne Katko and her husband, Kenneth;
her son, South Amboy Mayor John T.
O’Leary and his wife Kathleen; her son
William O’Leary, and son Thomas O’Leary
and his wife, Susan; and her grandchildren,

Kenny, Kaitlyn, John, Patrick, Ryan and
Tommy; as well as her many nephews, nieces
and friends; a sister, and a brother, Joseph.
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WE SALUTE OUR VETERANS

By Tom BurkardYearbook-St. Mary’s 1966
Frank Sinatra’s Top 10 hit song, “It Was

A Very Good Year,” could sum up the final
year of the Class of ’66, at least until that
fateful May day when the old high school
burned down.

Msgr. Sullivan celebrated 50 years in
the priesthood (25 at St. Mary’s).  Sister M.
Madeline was in her second year as princi-
pal, and also celebrated 25 years as a Sister
of Mercy.  Madge Mahoney and Agnes
Cody were school secretaries.  The Hendricks
Bros, Ray and Fred were the hard-working
maintenance men.   Popular teachers were:
Sisters Melita, Frederick, Theodore, Cephas,
Amadeo, Gloriana, also Ronald Lucas, Henry
“Henny The D.J.” Conroy (Great World
Geography teacher for this freshman),
Stephen Nestinger, Charles Nuziale, James
Dowd, John Toscano.

Christine Fogler was Editor-In-Chief of
the yearbook, while James Dufford held the
same title with “The Crown” newspaper.
Robert Knight was Student Council Presi-
dent and Kathleen Haag Secretary-Treasurer.
Paul Jankowski was President of the Science
Club, and the late George Gundrum was
President of the Visual Club.  John Germak
was Senior Class President.  Proctors at SMH
wore arm bands that read “SMH Proctor.”

On the social scene, a Shindig featuring
The Duprees and The Isley Bros. was held
on Nov. 21, 1965.  The Shakespearean play,
“Everyman” was popular with the students.
“The King & I” was a huge success , even
though the school was ravaged by fire the
same week.  The leads were played by
Germak and Carol Henry.  The prom was
held in the auditorium.  Knight was one of
the Top 7 students in NJ and attended the
Chicago Youth Conference on the atom.

SMHS seniors of ’66 were: Rita
Adamecs, Edward Baranowski, Michael
Bialek, the late Rosemary Bissett (A great
lady), Richard Blakeslee, Janice Blanchard,
Barbara Bodnar, Suzanne Bogaczyk,
Kathleen Bowie, Catherine Breuninger,
David Britanak, Marvin Carroll, Patrick

Casey, Jo Ann Chodkiewicz, John Conroy,
Patricia Conochan, Mary Ann & Patricia
Coman, William Coman, Catherine
Coughlin, Francis Coulter, Robert Credico,
Rita Cross, Philip D’Atre, Maria Del Sordi,
Mary Dempsey, Paula Dockiewicz, Chris-
tine Dragon, Elizabeth Drahos, Madonna
Egan (Fine lady), Karen Fox, Michael
Galinski, Linda Geiger, Priscilla Gilbert
(Great lady), Ann Grabowski, Bridgette
Grant, Mildred Gurgol, Kathleen Gustos,
John Hackett, John Hansen, Susan Hansen,
Mary Healy, Eileen Hische, Jo Ann Hlivka,
Barbara Hodges, Susan Hoffman, Patricia
Holtz, Wayne Hulit, Charles Hull,  Beverly
Jackson (Great lady), Mary Jane Jancola,
John Keenan, Carolyn Kelly, William
Kennedy, Marideane Kimball, Michelle
Kolb, Ralph Koneski, Garrison “Gary”
Kosovich, Robert Kuchta, Frances & Louise
Livera, David Lobycz, Karen Lyons, Diana
McAndrew, Dana McGuineness, Harold
McLaughlin, Charlene McNamara, Kevin
McQuade, Valerie Mangin, Gerald
Marciano, Noreen Marozine, James
Matikonis, Wayne Meszaros (Great guy),
Georgia Miller (Fine lady), Linda Moskal,
Mary Munn, Susan Murray, Agnes Nebus,
Barbara Nebus, Mary Ellen Neller, John
Nolan, Sharon Nolan, Timothy O’Brien,
Anne Marie O’Leary, Arthur O’Leary,
Terence O’Leary, Theresa O’Neill, Wayne
Palko, Sharon Parlock, Patricia Piluso, Linda
Ploskonka, Samuel Potthoff, Donald Potts,
John Price, Jane Putera, Madonna Rojek,
Maryann Ropelewski, Michael Schaeffer,
Mark Sciora, Robert Seman, Sandra Shaw,
Blanche Skwira, Joyce & Margaret Sillcocks,
Warren Smith, Elizabeth Sorrentino, Bruce
Stankiewicz, Maureen Stover, Judith Till,
Richard Trella (Law Enforcement),
Marybeth Vigilante, Daniel Volosin, Mary
Ann Westervelt, Karen Wisniewski, Paul
Wojciechowski (Great guitarist), Robert
Wolynec, Harry White (St. Mary’s original
“Ollie The Eagle” mascot), Lynda
Zonkowski.

On the sports scene, rookie Coach,
Henry “Henny” Conroy’s boys varsity bas-
ketball team had a tough season, going (6-
14).  John Quigley was Captain, and Paul
Jankowski (A successful lawyer), was the
top scorer with 225 points, 12.5 avg.  John
Pintauro was captain of the Boys Cheer-
leaders.  Standout senior athletes were:
Knight, Quigley, Brian George, Bill Beyer,
Billy Bulman (One of the greatest girls
basketball coaches in NJ history at St. John
Vianney), Gary Brown, John Burke, Mar-
garet Christensen, Ellen Coffey,  Michael
Fabiszewski, Gerald Illaria, Jankowski, Sean
Kelly (Successful businessman), Carolyn
Lopes, Robert MacNeil, Thomas “Tee”
O’Connell, Patricia O’Hare, Pintauro, James
Wallis (South Amboy’s Chief of Police),
Vince “Coop” Cannata.

St. Mary’s Class of ’66 was really a
strong, group that stuck together and sur-
vived many tough times including the fa-
mous fire.  An outstanding class!
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Father Dennis Weezorak (Back row, center), Pastor of St. Mary Church is pictured with
school children in Ecuador, where he spent 10 days over the summer along with fellow South
Amboy-Sayreville Rotarians, Michael Poll, Principal of St. Mary School, and Karen Brotea,
who also volunteered for the trip, in which they helped the underprivileged in the building and
restructuring of their homes.

Local Rotarians Help Needy
This past summer from June 23-July 3,

three members of the South Amboy-
Sayreville Rotary Club volunteered their
time and energy on another trip to Ecuador.
Father Dennis Weezorak, Pastor of St. Mary
Church, Michael Poll, Principal of St. Mary
School, and Karen Brotea traveled to
Ciudadela Rotario Rio Guayas village in
Ecuador as participants of the Rotary Homes
of Hope Project Sponsor Me Program.

The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary
Club is part of Rotary District #7510, and
sponsors children in villages, making sure
that their medical and dental needs are taken
care of; that they are attending school, with
attendance and good grades being encour-
aged and monitored, and they have supplies
and support necessary to be successful; also
offering a breakfast club during the school
year.

While in Ecuador, our local trio was
kept busy, spending a great deal of time
making cinderblocks to begin the process of
replacing the bamboo walls of the homes.
Eventually, every home will have these re-
inforced walls.  This is particularly impor-
tant, as in the past, El Nino disasters have
wiped out homes and other structures that
were not solidly built.  Since the village is
right on the coastline, it is even more suscep-
tible to the wraths of nature.  The villagers
pay a major portion of the cost for this, and
must also do the majority of the labor them-

selves.
The trip is a great time to bond with the

children and their families, but most of the
Rotarians work is an on-going process dur-
ing the year.  In the past year, thanks to the
generosity of the Rotary, they have been
able to bring in water by pipeline that goes
directly to the village cistern.  Currently,
water is trucked in and stored in a barrel
outside each home.  The current water source
is poor quality and, as you can imagine,
causes many of the medical problems that
the villagers experience.

Poll, who has gone to Ecuador for three
years, said that “It’s been a big challenge,
and I love a challenge.  It keeps you young.”
Father Dennis has also gone on the good-
will trip for three years.

Rotary District #7510 has accomplished
the following so far: Built homes for every
family in the village; Brought in electricity
to the village and each home; Built a Com-
munity Center with a kitchen; Built a Day
Care Center so that parents could work;
Sponsored every child in the village so that
they could go to school and be medically
cared for.

The South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary
Club sends more volunteers annually than
any other club in District #7510.  Congratu-
lations to all, on a job well-done, and espe-
cially our local heroes, Father Dennis
Weezorak, Michael Poll and Karen Brotea!

Todd Norton (l), owner of Todd’s Dugout Sports Café in South Amboy, and Organizer of
Toddstock ’06, presents a check in the amount of $3,350 to Mary Ann Gordon (c) of the
Sayreville Association For Brain Injured Children which serves South Amboy, Sayreville and
South River.  Pictured (r) is Tom Chepko, Manager of Todd’s Dugout Sports Café, as children
and staff from BIC look on.  Note: Mary Ann Gordon has now worked tirelessly with BIC for
36 years!  The Association helps 150 children.  Gordon’s hard-work and dedication is truly
awe-inspiring!  Congratulations on a truly outstanding job, Mary Ann!

Toddstock ’06 A Smashing Success
A Thank You From Todd Norton,

Owner of Todd’s Dugout Sports Café,
and Organizer

Thank you to everyone who came out to
support BIC.  Everyone said they had a
really great time.  Thanks to Mayor Jack
O’Leary, South Amboy Police Dept., City
Council for giving me the opportunity to
pull this event off, without a hitch I might
add.

Thanks to all the really awesome talent
(Bands) John Walsh, The Ergs, If 6 was 9,
the Melrose Blackhawks Senior Drum &
Bugle Corps, Keith Kenny, and John Eddie.
Thank you to Scott McConnell from S & E
Transportation Inc. and his wife Elaine.  Not
only did Scott donate the pig for our roast, he
also cooked and served it as well.  Thank you
to Tom Burkard for all your hard work, you
“City Cowboy,” you!   Thanks also to Brian
Stratton for the really awesome pictures.
Thank you to Tom, Brian and Phil Rainone
for the outstanding coverage for The SA
Times.  A big thank you to all our hard-
working employees.  Without them, this
would not have happened.

Direct Donations to BIC-thanks to:

Melrose Blackhawks Senior Drum & Bugle
Corps; Mary Ann Gordon; Judith Warn;
Richard A. Garsick; Frances Miller; Jody &
Kevin Russer; Nancy Steprans; Steven Silva;
Joseph Basara; Powerhouse Promotions Inc.;
John Lyons of Auto Rolls of NJ-We had a lot
of bread products left over which were do-
nated to St. Mary’s Church.  Jarod Smith;
Ken at R & R Printing; Ken Roybal-Master
Carpenter and Chris Dettloff  for their effort
in building our 20' x 20' stage!  Joe and Bill
Tarallo for their support; Richard at Shore
Point Distributors (Coors Light); Tony at R
& R Marketing; John at Warren Distributors
(Miller Light); Dawn at High Grade Dis-
tributors.

*Note From The Publisher: On July 23,
Todd’s Dugout Sports Café helped raise
$7,000 at Monmouth Park for Lupus, and
recently donated $500 to South Amboy’s
AOH for the 2007 St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
The total raised for the BIC event was a
superb $3,350.  Congratulations to Todd
and all who helped in the very important
fundraisers.  You have really done some
wonderful work for society!

From Our 1st Issue, October 18, 1991
By Tom Burkard

1.This very young “future firefighter” was featured in a large front page
photo wearing a fireman’s hat, jacket and badge?  a.Drew Newcomb Jr.
b.Andrew Fedorka c.Patrick Bielak

2.Three members of this Sayreville political party were also pictured on
the front page, preparing for the election?  a.Democrats b.Independents
c.Republicans

3.The first Business Of The Month was?  a.Sayreville Bar & Restaurant
b.Foodtown c.Stanley Steemer Carpet Cleaner

4.A column called “The Scoop” was written by?  a.Robin Christensen
b.Elaine Scott c.Sandra Wilson

5.The St. Mary’s Church News column was submitted by?  a.Father
LaBonte b.Father Decker c.Father Leonard

6.The first local athlete mentioned in my premier “Glory Days In Local
Sports” column was?  a.Joe Crowe b.Allie Clark c.Jack McKeon

7.This was not a column in our 1st issue?  a.Dear Robin-Teenager Advice
Column b.Animal Care c.The Poet’s Corner

8.My first exclusive sports interview in The SA Times was with?
a.George Krzyzanowski b.Joe McCarthy c.Johnny & Eddie O’Brien

9.In the Sports Roundup (High School Sports) column, who was the first
player ever mentioned?  a.Harry Nakielny b.Kristen Palomo c.Aneca
Matarangolo

10.Which business had the full back page advertisement in the first issue
of The SA Times?  a.Olde Towne Deli & Liquors b.Stanley Steemer Carpet
Cleaner c.Foodtown

11.The first business to take an advertisement for Issue #1?  a.Monaghan
House b.Peterson’s Pharmacy c.Gomolka’s Auto Body

12.A photo of this legendary baseball team also appeared?  a.1963 St.
Mary’s baseball team b.1966 Mechanicsville Fire Co. baseball team c.1963
Hoffman basketball state champions

13.Who took the famous “little fireman’s” photo on page 1 of our premier
issue?  a.Brian Stratton b.Ed Szatkowski c.Tom Burkard

Answers
1b 2a 3c 4a 5c 6a 7c 8b 9a 10b 11c 12b 13b.

15th Anniversary Trivia
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Local Schools Get New Principals

By Tom Burkard

St. Mary Elementary School and Our
Lady of Victories Elementary School both
started the 2006-07 school year off with new
principals.  Mike Poll at St. Mary and
Rosalind M. Esemplare of OLV are no
strangers to the educational field.

Poll, who retired 3 years ago as the
Borough of Sayreville Business Adminis-
trator, worked in that position for 12 years.

Prior to that, he
was employed
for 28 1/2 years
as a teacher at
H.G. Hoffman
High School,
and Adminis-
trator of the
South Amboy
Public Schools.
He was asked to
put his retire-
ment on hold,
and become the

new principal, just two weeks prior to the
opening of school.

Poll, was born in Carteret, and as a
youngster, his heroes were The Lone Ranger,
The Phantom and The Shadow.  He attended
Catholic Schools through college and gradu-
ated from the University of Notre Dame.
Mike received his Masters Degree at
Montclair State College.  His philosophy is
“Do whatever it takes to get the job done.”

When asked what his greatest accom-
plishment was, he joked, “Surviving my
own somewhat quirky nature.”  He said that
he has only one goal, and that is “To make
this the best school year St. Mary Elemen-
tary has ever had.”  Poll also stated that he
“enjoyed interacting with the students and
working with a very professional staff.”

Mike Poll also mentioned that, “In the
American educational system, there has al-
ways been a place for non-public schools
and specifically Catholic schools.  They are
an alternative to public education and pro-
vide choices.  That is the American way-

freedom of choice.  I want to make this year
at St. Mary Elementary School special for
all the students.”

Esemplare was born in Brooklyn, NY,
and her heroes as a
youngster were the
Sisters of St. Jo-
seph.  She attended
St. Augustine El-
ementary School
in Brooklyn, and
Prospect Heights
HS also in Brook-
lyn.  She also went
on to Methodist
Hospital School of
Nursing, and also
St. Francis Col-
lege.  Rosalind attended a Summer Semes-
ter at the University of Madrid, Spain, and
also a Summer Certificate Program at Notre
Dame University, Indiana.

Over the past two years, Esemplare was
a Spanish teacher at Cardinal McCarrick
HS, and prior to that taught 1 and 5, Middle
School at OLV.  What is her philosophy?  “I
believe every child is a gift from God, and
should be encouraged to develop his or her
fullest potential.”

Rosalind’s goal as principal is to “De-
velop a strong academic program on which
our children can build upon.”  She said that
she loves working at OLV, and “my heart is
here.  I have a great pastor, Father Mike,
faculty, staff, children and parents.”

I would like to extend my best wishes to
Mike and Rosalind for a great and fulfilling
school year!

The Monster Mash
By Elaine Scott

“I was working in the lab late one night,
when my eyes beheld an eerie sight.  For my
monster from his slab began to rise, and
suddenly to my surprise, HE DID THE
MASH!  He did the Monster Mash.  THE
MONSTER MASH!  It was a graveyard
smash.  HE DID THE MASH!  It caught on
in a flash.  HE DID THE MASH!  He did the
Monster Mash”.

In Autumn, the world seems to eerily
change.  Maybe, it’s from the earth “coming
alive” with the sound of dry leaves crackling
under our feet; or, maybe, it’s from the bare
trees standing like skeletons, with their arm-
like branches shivering in the wind; or,
maybe, it’s from the early onset of nightfall
cloaking the daylight in a shroud of dark-
ness; or, maybe, it’s from an ancestral fear
carried downwards through the millennia in
our psychic DNA.  Maybe, it’s all of these
things combined which makes our subcon-
scious minds ready to believe in the super-
natural every fall.  Then, again, maybe, it’s
just because we love being frightened.

For those of us who were children be-
fore slasher movies, like “Halloween” and
“Friday the 13th” came along in the ‘70s, we
had Boris and Bela to “chill and thrill” us in
the old black and white movies on TV.
Watching Boris Karloff’s mummified hand
suddenly poke through the desert sand in the
glow of the moonlight, and hearing Bela
Lugosi’s voice say, “I vant to drink your
blood,” were enough to cause nightmares
for days afterwards.   Vincent Price, too,
made our blood run cold as we watched him
in “House On Haunted Hill” and “The Pit
And The Pendulum.”   Year after year, all of
those old scary movies had been shown
every October, preparing our eager little
minds for the one and only “Fright Night” of
the year, Halloween.

Since the beginning of time, mankind
appears to have always feared the unknown,
especially during the “dying time” of Au-
tumn.  The very powerful religious sect
called the Druids had tried to control this
fear by designating Oct. 31st, the last day in

the Celtic Calendar, as “All Hallow’s Eve.”
To them, this was the night the Lord of
Death gathered souls to walk the earth look-
ing for new life-forms to inhabit.  For good
fortune, those ancient Druids had prayed to
their pagan gods dwelling inside of trees for
the dead to pass them by.  Thousands of
years later, we continue not only to keep the
spirit of the Lord of Death alive by celebrat-
ing Halloween, but also, like the Druids,
knocking on wood for good luck.

Through the centuries, Halloween has
been symbolic with ghosts, goblins, gar-
goyles, and anything and everything garish,
fearful, and unexplainable.  It’s also a time
when the legend of the Vampire is remem-
bered.  When Braham Stoker wrote
“Dracula” in 1897, he had based his leading
character on a historical figure, Vladislaw
Tepes, aka Vlad Dracul, Son of the Dragon.
Vlad Tepes had ruled the Principality of
Walachia in Romania, as his father before
him had done, during the years 1456 to
1462.  From his penchant for impaling his
enemies onto pikes, he also became known
as “The Impaler.”  During his short reign,
countless numbers of men, women, and
children became his victims, with their im-
paled bodies grotesquely displayed along
the roadways throughout the country. Ro-
manian folklore has it that Vlad Tepes was
also a vampire because of the way he had
enjoyed drinking the blood of his victims.
To this day in Transylvania, many villagers
believe he still exists, prowling the country-
side, under the cover of darkness, looking
for his next victim.   Who of us, with abso-
lute certainty, can say they are wrong?

“Now everything’s cool, Drac’s a part
of the band, and my Monster Mash is the hit
of the land.  For you, the living, this mash
was meant too.   When you get to my door,
tell them, BORIS SENT YOU!!!”

From Boris and Bela, Druids to Dracula,
HAPPY HALLOWEEN!!!

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be con-
tacted at siteseein526@aol.com.)

Rosalind M. Esemplare
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Mike Poll
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You in
my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.
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Albert Sutkowski, owner of Albert’s Barber Shop, has retired after 42 years of service to the
community of Sayreville.  He opened his Barber Shop on Scott Avenue in 1963 and has never
missed a day of cutting hair.  He was dedicated to his business and enjoyed meeting and
speaking with all his customers.
Pictured with Albert is Sayreville’s  Mayor Kennedy O’Brien(L), who presented a Proclamation
for all his years of hard work and service.    Joining Albert was his wife Victoria, son Thomas,
daughter Barbara and her husband Don and Albert’s grandchildren Lauren, Stephen and
Donny.
Albert is wished a very happy and healthy retirement!  Sto lot!!!!

OLV Senior Trip To AC
The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a bus

trip to Tropicana on Sunday, December 10,
2006, from 11AM - 9PM. The cost of the trip
is $25 and includes the bus, the show, Holi-
day Spectacular, and $10 in coins. The bus
leaves the lower parish parking lot of Our
Lady of Victories Church at 11AM
SHARP†and the bus will return at 9PM. If
you are interested or need further informa-
tion, call Jack at (732) 254-7263.

Take a Chance on Tickets to the Theatre
The Count Basie Theatre is again hold-

ing a raffle to win two tickets to see every
show in 2007. 1,000 tickets are being sold
between October 1st and December 31st.
The winner will be announced on New Year’s
Eve at 9:00pm.  (Winner need not be present.)

The raffle winner will receive two tick-
ets within the first 10 rows of the Theatre for
all shows running from January 1 though
December 31, 2007.  Some of the perfor-
mances already booked include: Hootie and
the Blowfish, Foreigner, Clifford the Big
Red Dog – Live!, Steve Tyrell, Joy Behar,
Colin Mochrie & Brad Sherwood, Peter,
Paul & Mary, Jackie Mason, Lily Tomlin
and more.

“The raffle was great,” said Joseph
Leary of Point Pleasant the 2006 Raffle
Winner.  “It made it possible to see a lot of
shows, we wouldn’t normally have seen.”

If you, yourself, can’t make to the nearly
180 shows at the Theatre, don’t worry.  The
winning tickets are transferable and can be
shared with anyone.

“Myself, my wife, friends and some
strangers, really enjoyed the tickets over the
past year,” added Leary.

The raffle tickets are $50 each and can
be purchased online at
www.countbasietheatre.org, by calling the
Box Office at 732.842.9000, during shows
and by contacting Rachel O. Warnick at
732.224.8778x118 or
rwarnick@countbasietheatre.org.
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Obituaries
Batissa, Margaret McQuail, 90, of South

Amboy died on Sept. 18.
Beatty, Modesta Casey, 86, of Morgan

died on Sept. 24.
Behnen, Linda J., 55, of South Amboy

died on Sept. 22.
Biebel, Joseph W., 91, of Parlin died on

Sept. 13.
Bloodgood, Charles L., 65, of South

Amboy died on Oct. 4.
Bolan, Frank B., 85, formerly of Mor-

gan died on Sept. 19.
Bouchard, William F. III, 35, of South

Amboy died on Sept. 19.
Bulla, Robert “Bob” B., 71, formerly of

Sayreville died on Sept. 19.
DuBois, Robert F., 56, of Sayreville

died on Sept. 21.
Dudash, Tessie Krzyzanowski, 93, of

Parlin died on Oct. 6.
Dziedzic, Anthony P. “Moose”, 43, of

Sayreville died on Oct. 8.
Grabon, John A., 64, of South Amboy

died on Oct. 4.
Grispino, Cecelia, 77, of Parlin died on

Sept. 20.
Hardy, Thomas R., 53, formerly of

South Amboy died on Sept. 26.
Holliday, Lawrence “Doc,” 68, of

Sayreville died on Sept. 23.
Hulsart, Andrew J. “Bud” Jr., 76, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Sept. 13.
Hunter, Sean T., 42, formerly of

Sayreville died on Sept. 22.
Kaminsky, Idzi, 66, of South Amboy

died on Sept. 19.
Keegan, Thomas M., 52, formerly of

Sayreville died on Oct. 8.
Kemble, Floyd E. “Sonny,” 66, of

Sayreville died on Sept. 14.
Lentz, Leslie G., 78, of Leonardo died

on Oct. 7.
Lotkowictz, William P., 88, formerly

of Morgan died on Sept. 4.
Majeski, Rose Marie, 90, of Sayreville

died on Sept. 28.
Miller, Richard J., 75, formerly of Parlin

died on Sept. 30.
Mount, Hazel Berry, 76, of South

Amboy died on Sept. 17.
Mulroy, Edward F., 83, formerly of

Sayreville died on Oct. 3.
Murphy, John D., 74, of Parlin died on

Sept. 23.
O’Leary, Mary Gloria, of South Amboy

died on Oct. 10.
Puchalski, Theresa, 87, of Parlin died

on Sept. 9.
Raymond, Jayne 47, of Parlin died on

Sept. 13.
Sandulow, Anatolie “Tony” 60, of South

Amboy died on Sept. 26.
Smith, Margaret E. Humphreys, 88, of

Sayreville died on Sept. 16.
Steffens, Marguerite, 86, of Parlin died

on Oct. 1.
Swenson, Beatrice, 90, of Parlin died

on Sept. 18.
Szabo, Louis Sr., 66, of Sayreville died

on Sept. 14.
Viola, Rose M., 62, of Parlin died on

Sept. 25.
Ziegler, George R., 72, of Parlin died

on Sept. 22.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  -T.O.C..

SACRED HEART PRAYER
Oh God, who is the heart of thy Son, wounded by

our sins, do deign mercifully to bestow upon us the
infinite treasures of thy love, grant, we beseech thee,
that we who now pay Him the devout homage of our
piety may also perform the duty of worthy satisfaction.
Through the same Jesus Christ, Our Lord, who livest
and reignest with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost,
world without end.  Amen.  -T.O’C.
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Frog Hollow 5K- Proceeds from the 2006 Frog Hollow 5K Run and Health Walk were
presented to the South Amboy First Aid and Fire Departments on Saturday September 2nd,
in appreciation for all of their hard work and dedication.
The members of the Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club wish to thank the local businesses
and organizations that provided sponsorship for this year’s 29th annual 5K race. Your
continued support is what makes this event so successful. Special thanks go to this year’s
honorary race chairperson, Middlesex County Freeholder H. James Polos, for his support
and generosity.  We are looking forward to the 30th anniversary on the Frog Hollow 5K Run
and Health Walk, which is slated for June 2007.
Pictured left to right: Paul Mundy, Dan McCrone, Tim Walczak, Gary Cottrell and members
of the Frog Hollow swim team.

OLV Christmas
Bazaar

Our Lady of Victories HSA is sponsor-
ing its annual parish Christmas Bazaar/Craft
Fair on November 18, from 10a.m. to 4p.m.
The Bazaar will be held at Monsignor Dalton
Hall, 42 Main St. Sayreville. It will feature
handmade crafts, holiday items, and games
for the kids, refreshments, pictures with
Santa and more. Admission is free. For
information regarding table pricing and avail-
ability, please call Sharon at 732-316-9073.

Sayreville High HOF
The Sayreville High School Hall of

Fame has extended the nominations dead-
line for Hall of Fame candidates to Novem-
ber 15, 2006.  Awards will be made at the
2006 Hall of Fame banquet next May.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak for
those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -T.O.C..

“Life Is A Cabaret”
Show

The Cultural Arts Council of the Bor-
ough of Sayreville will sponsor the “Life Is
A Cabaret” Show by JR Productions on 7:30
p.m. on Thurs., Nov. 2 at the Senior Center,
Main St., Sayreville.  Admission is FREE
with light refreshments.  All ages are wel-
come.  Any questions, call 732-613-0049.
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Exercise And Your Arthritis
The word arthritis literally means joint

inflammation.  It refers to more than 100
different diseases.  These diseases usually
affect the joints and the tissues around the
joints such as muscles and tendons.  Some of
these diseases can also affect other parts of
the body, including the skin and internal
organs.  Nearly 40 million Americans have
arthritis.  These people face many chal-
lenges because of the disease.

Some kind of exercise is good for al-
most everyone!  For many years, it was
thought that people with arthritis should not
exercise because it would damage their joints.
Now doctors know that people with arthritis
can improve their health and fitness through
exercise without hurting their joints.  If you
have arthritis, exercise is especially impor-
tant.   Here are some of the ways exercise can
help:

*Keeps your joints moving and keeps
the muscles around the joints strong.  *Keeps
the bone and cartilage tissue strong by in-
creasing circulation.  *Gives you more en-
ergy.  *Improves your balance.  *Prevents
further joint damage.

If you don’t exercise, your joints can
become even more stiff and painful.  The
role of chiropractic is one of providing our
patients with a form of service that will take
the stress from a joint, making the patient’s
life more comfortable.  This is accomplished
throughout a broad range of treatments, in-
cluding manipulative techniques, heat treat-
ments, exercise and diathermy.  Educating
patients in proper posture while walking,
sitting, standing and diet control when un-
due weight puts too much pressure on over-
taxed joints.  Even though arthritis is a
degenerative disease, we can play an impor-
tant role in maintaining and increasing mo-
bility.  As always, an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure!

108th Anniversary
The South Amboy Knights of Colum-

bus Council 426 are planning a 108th Anni-
versary Dinner for Friday night, Nov. 3.
Cost is $15 per person.  Cocktail at 7 p.m.
50’s and 60’s music will be featured.  For
more info, call Frank Januszak at 732-721-
2025 or Rick O’Connor at 732-525-8548.

Did You Attend St.
Mary Elementary?

Did you go to St. Mary Elementary/
Grammar School?  Perhaps your parents or
grandparents did?  In the downstairs show-
case this year, the school will be celebrating
“St. Mary’s Through The Years.”  If you
have any old yearbooks, uniforms, report
cards, pictures, books, banners or anything
at all from your years past, St. Mary’s would
like to borrow it.  The older, the better!  Your
memorabilia will be used in the showcase
and returned at the end of the school year.
For more info, call 732-721-1514.

Sayreville Reunion
Sayreville War Memorial HS Class of

1970 will hold a holiday reunion party on
Dec. 2 at 7 p.m.  Get complete information
by e-mailing to: casazz@aol.com.

Talk Of The Towns
years.  Les Lentz, 78, of Leonardo died on
Oct. 7.  He was owner/operator of The Brave
Bull bar in South Amboy for 18 until his
retirement in ’91.  He was a really good guy
and popular owner.  God Bless them all!
Mistakes-We’ve Made A Few

Well, more than a few in 15 years, but
even the “big” dailies mess up everyday.
Ken Revolinsky of Sayreville pointed out
that in last month’s Pleasant Little Trivia
feature, we had William Fauser as Fire Chief
of Sayreville in ’82, when it was actually
Paul Bulla.  Fauser served the top post in
’83, Dennis Grobelny in ’84, and Revolinsky
in ’85.  Thanks, Ken!
Captain/Author

South Amboy First Aid & Safety Squad
Captain Chris Mader has been working on
his first novel .  Everyone in South Amboy
and Sayreville are looking forward to read-
ing it.  Good luck, Chris!

continued from page 2
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Memories Of The Steel Pier

1966-South Amboy’s Brian
O’Connor (l) with Tony Grant, host
of “Tony Grant Stars Of
Tomorrow” show at the original
Steel Pier in Atlantic City. (Photo
courtesy of Brian O’Connor)

Many years ago, I was fortunate to
perform on the world famous Steel Pier for
6 seasons.  The Steel Pier in Atlantic City
had some of the biggest names in show
business from Frank Sinatra and Bing Crosby
to the 60’s and 70’s rock legends.  The Pier
opened on June 18, 1898.  Many careers
started there from Vaudeville to Rock and
Roll, and some of the most unique acts were
of course, the world famous
diving horse, the diving bell
that people would climb in,
which took them beneath
the ocean.  There were ac-
robats, animal acts and
many stands to win prizes.
One of the best acts were
the high divers that I saw
perform on a daily basis in
the same show with the div-
ing horse.  I actually re-
member watching the same
high divers on the wide
world of sports.  In the win-
ter time, they would dive
off the cliffs of Acapulco,
but every summer, they
were back diving on the
Steel Pier in the water show.

There was so much to
do on the pier.  This was
long before any casinos.
Many of the acts, such as
Ed Sullivan and Jackie Gleason referred to
the Steel Pier as the place that started their
careers.  I was in the Tony Grant’s Stars of
Tomorrow show which was at the time the
closest thing to the Ted Mack Amateur
Hour, current day comparison “Star Search.”
I was one of the 12 acts in each show.  There
were 4 shows a day and I performed in 2
each day.  I originally had to audition in
Atlantic City to get the gig when I was ten
years old, I sang and played the guitar.  The
Tony Grant Show had its own theater on the
Pier.

There was also a larger theater on the
Pier called the Marine ballroom for the

By Brian O’Connor

headliners and feature movies, such as “A
Hard Days Night” by The Beatles.  The Pier
was huge.  The record for the largest crowd
on the Pier was held by Rick Nelson who in
1958 drew more than 44,200 people in one
day.  It was amazing how many things you
could do on the Pier.  During the weeks I
performed, some of the acts I remember
were The Allman Brothers, and that’s with

all the original members,
Blood, Sweat and Tears,
Kenny Rogers & The
First Edition, whom I got
to talk with about guitars
one day when he and his
band members were just
walking around the Pier.
Some other big names
that appeared on The Pier
were The Supremes,
Little Steve Wonder,
who opened for The Four
Seasons, The Young
Rascals and The Temp-
tations.  But, the best
thing was that I had a
pass for the Pier any time
of the day when I was
not performing, so I got
to see all the acts per-
form 2 shows a day for a
whole week.  The Roll-
ing Stones performed on

July 1, 1966, however, my first week to
perform would be the second week that
same month, so I missed them.

In years to come, The Steel Pier had
many mishaps, such as a huge fire which
wiped out part of the Pier, however they did
rebuild and added a large dome at the end of
the Pier, which the newer acts would per-
form under.  I had performed there as a solo
act for 6 years, and one year, I even brought
my band into the act, which included my
brother Kevin O’Connor on bass guitar, and
Ed Mezynski on the drums.

Years later, when I performed at
Ceasar’s 6 nights a week, or at The Sands

Between 125 and 150 police officers pedaled their bicycles a total of 267 miles from Ground
Zero to the Pentagon in the Tour De Force to honor 9/11 victims and their families.  The Tour
raised money and awareness for the families of the victims and raised public awareness of
the continuing problems survivors are still faced with.
The Sayreville PBA Local 98 was represented by Lt. John Zebrowski, Sgt. Sean O’Donnell,
and Ptl. Keith Grausman.  The entire student body and teachers of Our Lady of Victories
School in Sayreville came out to offer encouragement and cheer the officers on as they rode
past the school in route to the Petagaon.

and The Trop, the first thing that popped into
my mind as I pulled into Atlantic City was
the wonderful time I had performing on the
world famous Steel Pier as a child.  It was by
far some of the most exciting years of my
life.

The current Steel Pier, which is owned
by “The Donald” opened in 1993, and is not
the original Steel Pier.  This Pier is strictly an
amusement pier with no shows of any kind,
and is much shorter than the original.  The
original Steel Pier was finally closed in 1978
due to a fire.  It just sat there for a few years.
In 1982, there was another suspicious fire
which wiped out the landmark forever.  I am
not saddened by the new Steel Pier being
torn down soon, because I got to experience
the original, and those memories will re-
main forever.
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OLV Senior Trip To
AC

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a bus
trip to Tropicana on Sun., Dec. 10 from 11
a.m. to 9 p.m.  Cost is $25 and includes bus,
the show, Holiday Spectacular, and $10 in
coins.  Bus leaves the lower parking lot of
Our Lady of Victories Church at 11 a.m.
SHARP and the bus will return at 9 p.m.  If
interested or for more information call Jack
at 732-254-7263.

Kids Bingo
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will

hold Kid’s Bingo Nite on Nov. 13 from
6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Mickey Sedlak Recre-
ation Center.  The event is FREE, and only
children play. Prizes will be awarded.  (Age
5 & up only-no infants/toddlers please!)
Registration is required by Nov. 10.  For
more info call 732-390-7092 or 390-7096.

Past Elections
30 Years Ago

1976-Democrat, J. Thomas Cross be-
came Mayor by defeating Stanley Jankowski
(R), and incumbent Mayor Theodore
Lewandowski.  Richard Schultz, Robert
Noble, and Chester Meinzer Jr. all won
council seats.  The last Republicans to serve
South Amboy, James Inman and Kenneth
Rogers were defeated in their bids for coun-
cil.
20 Years Ago

1986-John Ciszewski (D) defeated Rob-
ert Hoffman (R) for Mayor, 1,842-496.  In
the councilman-at-large seats, John T.
O’Leary (D) drew the top amount of votes
with 1,795, closely followed by running
mate, Craig Coughlin 1,788.  Republican
Vincent Mackiel and Kenneth Benson got

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke are on their way out of the Bay

and most Party Boats have either switched
to Weakfish or Porgies.  I found this out
when my wife and I took two Sunday after-
noon trips in a small boat out of Atlantic
Highlands fishing nearby areas.  On the first
trip she caught two Bluefish and two short
Fluke. I caught the only keeper Fluke and six
Sea Robins. On the second trip we only
caught one nice keeper Fluke about 2 lbs and
caught nothing else.  Offshore Party Boat
Bluefishing is very good with quite a few
big 10 to 15 pounders, a very few False
Albacore mixed in.  More Striped Bass are
showing up in the Bay.  Weakfishing is
good, not real good, but enough to go out for
a trip or two. Some of them are in the 5lb
class.  Surf fishing consists of mostly Blue-
fish with a few Stripers and some Fluke but
more Croakers have shown up as far as
Monmouth Beach.  I gave it a try myself,
mid-week on September 20th.   In a short
afternoon I caught two small Dogfish, two
Kingfish and 3 Croakers and unfortunately,
I ran out of bait!  I fished at 20th St in LBI at
Spray Beach.  I have heard of at least three
Pompano caught in the South surf areas.
Bottom fishing consists mostly now of Por-
gies.
Fresh Water

Fall Trout stocking gets underway Oc-
tober 10th to the 14th in Northern Jersey
streams.  The following week South Jersey
Streams will be stocked. There will be fewer
Trout, but make up for it in larger size.
Many will be in the 14-inch size range.
Fresh water is at its Fall peak for all other
fresh water species in all lakes, streams and
the Delaware River.
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Richard Wardlow
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Melrose Blackhawk Played For Bon Jovi
By Tom Burkard

Richard Wardlow is one very talented
trumpet player.  He’s been a member of the
Melrose Blackhawks Drum & Bugle Corps
for 1 1/2 years now, and recently was asked
to play a few tunes with John Eddie and his
group at the fundraiser for BIC.  Wardlow
brought the house down with his fine play-
ing and showmanship.

I heard that Richard had a Bon Jovi
connection, and was curious to hear his
story.

He told me that he played with Jon Bon
Jovi many years ago in The Atlantic Ex-
pressway band.  “We played at The Fast
Lane, Stone Pony, all around the bar circuit,
doing Bruce Springsteen cover material.
One time we warmed up for Edgar Winter,
and Bruce came down and jammed with us
a couple times, and came in the back dress-
ing room.  He was wonderful and talked
about the horn line rather than Bon Jovi,” he
said.

Wardlow parted ways with Bon Jovi
when, “Jon’s cousin, who owned the Power
Station in NYC decided to work with him,

and got him a 4-piece musicians’ deal.  He
was set up to do bass, drums, keyboards and
Jon, so he didn’t need horns.  Horns are a
side-piece,” he recalled.

“Jon is a great guy.  We parted friendly,
even though I haven’t talked to him in 10-15
years.  At the same time, I’m sure if we’d
hook up, we’d have no problem,” said
Wardlow.

Richard, who grew up in Edison said
that, “I played with Bon Jovi when I was 16-
17, playing the bar circuit when I was 18 (He
laughs).  At a Stone Pony gig, our bass
player was carded, and didn’t have ID, so he
couldn’t finish the gig.  We had a great
time.”

Bon Jovi’s worldwide success and fame
does not surprise Richard.  “I’m not sur-
prised at all that Bon Jovi made it as big as
he did.  Number one, Jon had charisma,
besides that a lot of talent.  He had talent,
center-of-the-pitch tonality wise, right in
the center.  Plus he had stage presence to
grab the audience and pull them in.  He’s a
great lookin’ guy, and drew women to the
bar.  When you drew women to the bar, you
drew guys, and the bartenders were happy
too.  At the same time, he was also very, very
talented.  He’s a perfectionist.  He’s phe-
nomenal!  I have no ill feelings towards him,
and he’s actually given me a great learning
experience.’

Wardlow recalled a “Battle Of The
Bands” at Sayreville, in which Jon’s band
did not win.  “This band beat us, and that lit
a fire under Jon’s butt,” he said.

Richard Wardlow is a friendly and up-
beat guy, who owns Exit 98 Studios in
Howell.  He’s been doing a lot of engineer-
ing and sound audio.  The energetic musi-
cian has 4 CD’s released in Europe and
Japan, and is working on trumpet originals
for ballads.  For more info call 732-238-
3581, and don’t forget to look for him play-
ing in the Melrose Blackhawks at the next
parade.  Best of luck, Richard, you’re a class
act all the way!
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Area officials and dignitaries broke ground for the Main Street Widening Project on October
16, 2006. (Photo By Brian Stratton)

for the senior community is the planned 40-
unit “Noble Senior Housing Complex” to be
built behind McCarthy Towers.  The next
chapter of our City’s history will be written
at Raritan River Landing on Lower Main St.
Construction has begun on the Hotel and
Conference Center, office park and data
center.  Raritan River Landing, a $400 mil-
lion ratable, will bring 1,400 new jobs to
South Amboy residents and new revenues to
South Amboy businesses.  We are commit-
ted to expanding the already broad spectrum
of recreational opportunities available to
our residents.  We can look forward to the
planned 30,000-square foot Community
Recreation Center/YMCA that includes: a
6,000-square-foot, 6-lane competitive pool;
6,400-square-foot gymnasium with divider;
fitness center, including cardio, strength-
training and free-weight stations; locker
rooms, offices and a reception area; plus
3,200 square feet of multipurpose space.
We are now acquiring a 20 acre tract behind
Pupek Rd. which will enable us to spring-
board our plans to build a 4-mile “greenway”

around the city.  Residents will be able to
hike, walk or bike safely around the entire
city.  The greenway also helps to ensure that
the City remains picturesque.

Why should you be elected?  “We
worked hard over the years to make South
Amboy a safe, clean and business-friendly
city.  Our administration’s policy to build up
our infrastructure ahead of expected growth
has worked wonders for South Amboy.

We brought back to South Amboy over
$150 million in grants that have helped to
reach our goals without putting an overdue
burden on the taxpayer.  As a result of our
careful planning, South Amboy has the low-
est effective taxes in the County.”

Mayoral Candidate continued form page 17
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Meet The Sayreville Candidates
Ron Green - Republican

Occupation-Lieutenant-Sayreville Po-
lice Dept. (Retired)

Education-Sayreville HS graduate; New
Jersey State Police Academy, Sea Girt, NJ
(Graduate), and attended Rutgers Univer-
sity.

Political Background, Experience-
Member of Sayreville Planning Board; mem-
ber Sayreville Environmental Commission;
and Sayreville Municipal Republican Com-
mitteeman in the 28th District.

Goals if elected?  “Stabilize taxes, sta-
bilize redevelopment and ensure bi-partisan
politics on the Local level.

Why should be elected?  “I have served
the residents of Sayreville for 35 years, with
a distinguished career as a Police Officer,
retiring with the rank of Lieutenant.  In
addition, I have served as a volunteer on the
Sayreville Planning Board and the Sayreville
Environmental Commission.  I would like to
use this experience in a leadership role to
bring some order to the partisan chaos that
has been created in the Borough.”

Marion Marks - Republican
Occupation-Home Maker
Education-Oakdale HS, Long Island,

NY
Political Background, Experience-2005

Volunteer to the Sayreville Republican Mu-
nicipal Committee.

Goals if elected?  “Stabilize taxes, sta-
bilize redevelopment and ensure bi-partisan
politics on the Local level.”

Why should you be elected?  “I feel that
people should vote for me because I am not
just another politician.  I am a concerned
citizen, as well as a homeowner.  I have seen
rising property taxes effect the lives of my
family, friends and neighbors, in addition to
the hardest hit being the senior citizens.  I

Stanley Drwal - Democrat
Occupation-Retired Army Lieutenant

Colonel, Math and Physics teacher at Cardi-
nal McCarrick HS.

Education-BS, Engineering, US Mili-
tary Academy, West Point, NY; MA, Inter-
national Relations, Salve Regina Univer-
sity, Newport, RI; MA, National Security
and Strategic Planning, US Naval War Col-
lege, Newport, RI.

Political Background, Experience-
Councilman 2003-present.  Former member
of Planning Board, current member of Envi-
ronmental Committee.

Goals if elected-”Stabilizing taxes, pre-
serving Sayreville’s remaining forests, im-
proving our security, and developing lead-
ership values in our young people.”

Why should you be elected?  “My edu-
cation and leadership experience in manag-
ing large complex organizations in pursuit
of mission accomplishment will help me to
continue to make Sayreville better.  I am a
man of action, who sets goals, organizes
assets and gets the job done in the most
efficient manner.”

Kathy Makowski - Democrat
Occupation-Administrative Director
Education-Associate Degree-Business
Political Background, Experience-

Democratic Committeeperson; member of
Sayreville Recreation Advisory Board;
member of the Shade Tree Commission.

Goals if elected-”Stabilize taxes, find
solutions to the congestion in the Borough,
find a sensible redevelopment plan that pre-
serves open space and limits overdevelop-
ment.”

want to use my experience and common
sense in balancing a household budget to
bring fiscal responsibility to our Borough.”

Meet The So. Amboy Candidates
Fred Henry - Democrat

Occupation-Educator
Education-Middlesex County College;

Trenton State College
Political Background, Experience-

Councilman-At-Large 1992-present; Vice
President of the Council 1993-2001; Presi-
dent of the Council 2002-2003; Vice Presi-
dent of the Council 2004-present.

Goals if elected-”To continue to keep
taxes low by continuing to make South
Amboy a great place to do business.”

Why should you be elected?  “Over the
years, we have made South Amboy a great
place to live, work and play.  We want to
continue our progress without skipping a
beat.  I believe in South Amboy and its
people and together we will make South
Amboy even better.”

Joe Connors - Democrat
Occupation-Supervisor, DuPont
Education-Middlesex County College;

Rutgers University
Political Background, Experience-

Councilman-At-Large (2002-present);
South Amboy Planning Board member since
1988, serving as Chairman for 12 years;
Member of South Amboy Recreation Advi-
sory Committee for 8 years (1989-1997);
Member of South Amboy Juvenile Confer-
ence Committee for 6 years (1995-2001);
Member of Democratic Committee from
(1989-1996); Member of South Amboy
Board of Education (1997-2002).

Goals if elected-”Stabilization of taxes
and improving the recreational opportuni-
ties.  Also, the City’s most important natural
resource is Raritan Bay.  We must continue
our work in preserving the Bay.  We will
follow through on the Raritan Bay Environ-
mental Education Center and Nature Pre-

serve, which the NY/NJ Baykeeper calls
“the region’s most exciting and publicly
beneficial new projects.”

Why should you be elected?  “I have the
expertise and vision to finish what we started
for South Amboy.  Together, we accom-
plished so much for our City and there are
only greater things in store for our future.”

Mayoral Candidate
John T. O’Leary - Democrat

Occupation-Insurance Consultant
Education-Saint Bernard’s College,

B.A.
Political Background, Experience-

Mayor 1987-present
Goals if elected?  “To continue perfect-

ing South Amboy’s dynamic transportation
system, which includes a NJ Transit ap-
proved, $73 million worth of improvements
for our train station; Construction of a new
state-of-the-art ferry terminal in May, 2007;

We will continue our great track record
on the environment.  When it comes to
environmental management, South Amboy
sets the example.  When outsiders wanted to
bring New York garbage and a regional
incinerator into town, we said, “NO.”  We
followed in support of a Congressional man-
date requiring states to comply with the
Clean Air Act by developing an intermodal
transportation hub that takes cars off the
streets, streamlines transportation and helps
provide for cleaner air.  We must focus on
improving the quality of life for our seniors,
who already enjoy the best busing system in
the state that operates 5 days a week and
takes seniors to points within and beyond
South Amboy.  McCarthy Towers received
over $1 million worth of renovations and
upgrades last year.  Our most exciting project

continued on  page 16
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Members of the Parlin DuPont Credit Union enjoy time in the Monmouth Park Winners Circle
Back Row (l-r) Anthony Briscese, Christina Olender. Front Row (l-r) Ian Olender, Hayley
Allen, Elizabeth Kaczmarek, Katie Allen

Day At The Races
Parlin DuPont Credit Union held its

Third Annual “Day at the Races” at
Monmouth Park Racetrack on Sunday, Sep-
tember 10, 2006.  Members enjoyed a barbe-
cue lunch as they cheered on their favorite
horses.

Along with giveaways and door prizes
everyone received a American flag in re-
membrance of the 5th anniversary of the 9/
11 terror attacks.

$200.00 was raised from the event to
benefit the New Jersey Credit Union League
Small Credit Union Committee.  The com-
mittee gives financial assistance for training
and education to New Jersey’s small credit
unions.  Thank you to all who attended and
we look forward to next year.

Volunteers Needed
The Sayreville Police Dept. is seeking

volunteers, both male and female for train-
ing as members of its Domestic Violence
Response Team.  For complete details and
to sign up, call Anita at 732-727-1951.

Occupational
Endangered List

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate c.2003

If not extinct I do insist
A threatened and endangered list
Of jobs once common in our midst
Now so rare and tenuous:
Iceman, rag or junkman, chicken plucker,
Milkman, TV repairman, milkin’ maid,
Typewriter maker, telephone operator,
Door to door salesman, coal delivery man,
Carhop waitress, movie projectionist,
House call doctor, midwife,
Blacksmith, butler, dishwasher,
Drugstore soda fountain jerk, prospector,
5 & 10 cent store proprietor, newspaper
barker,
Street sweeper, toll collector,
Truant officer, dog catcher,
Lighthouse keeper, grave digger,
And many more have gone the way
Of the dinosaur I hate to say
Who knows that if maybe some day
There will be no jobs, only time to play!
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WWW.?

If you’re a local resident or formerly from the area, this should look familiar to you.  What is
it?  Where is it?  Where was it originally located?  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.
Good luck!

Last Month’s
Winners

Last month’s correct answer was St.
Stanislaus Kostka Church, MacArthur Ave.,
Sayreville.  The winners who correctly iden-
tified it were: Edna Mazur Good, Margaret
Nemeth, Brent Kronowski, John Szot, who
said, “It was built in 1914,” Ed Wojtaszek,
Brenda Cantora, Debbie Konopka, Joe
Zaczek, Anne Szatkowski, W. Tom Kross,
Joan Eden, Wanda Gorczyca, Barbara
Steiner, Claire Kuhn, Ed Bolk, Estelle
Pluskota.

LETTERS
Dear Publisher,
This month’s picture is of my beloved

parish church, St. Stanislaus Kostka.  I prac-
tically live there, since I am employed as the
church organist, Director of Religious Edu-
cation, Assistant Principal and teacher at the
parish school.

I love reading your newspaper, and
often see good news about current and former
students at our school.  In this issue, it was
fun reading about a former St. Stan’s class-
mate, Larry Bogush of the Mortimer Snerd
band.  Great picture and reporting!  Keep up
the good work!

Edna Mazur Good
Sayreville

Dear Ghost,
I really enjoy your “Half Court Confes-

sions” and have always loved The South
Amboy-Sayreville Times!  In the ‘50’s, my
buddies from Morgan and I would often
cruise up to Hoffman High’s “little gym” to
watch our beloved Bombers play the Guvs
in basketball.  Many of the names you’ve
written about at “The Tank” bring back
great memories.

Remembering playing at those dances
behind the Morgan Stores brought back
memories of putting on that 45 record by
Jimmy Reed, playing it over and over, trying
to learn that guitar lick.  Thanks for all the
kind words.  Keep the memories coming and
keep rockin’!

Thanks Again,
Roger Johnson
South Amboy

NOTE:
The next two letters are from two old

friends who played at St. Mary’s together in
the early 1950’s and later faced each other
while one was playing for the Fort Dix team,
and the other pitching for the Quantico squad.
George Spiecker said that he blasted a home
run off of Jack Vail, and the first letter is
Jack’s recollection of the game.  Spiecker
responds in the second letter.

Dear Tom,
My brother Jimmy sent me a copy of the

Aug. 19 edition of The SA Times.  I am
constrained to say that George Spiecker has
a deliriously vivid imagination.

My recollection of his “home run” in
the Dix-Quantico game is to the effect that
after striking out 3 times, he hit a pop fly to
center field.  The center fielder, came in
under it, but unfortunately lost the ball in the
sun and was hit on the head and knocked
cold.  The right fielder had trouble finding
the ball, but when he did, his throw home
was in plenty of time and owing to the fact
that George was very slow a foot, he was
tagged out halfway up the third baseline.
The umpire, an Army buddy no doubt, called
him safe.  The scorekeeper (another Army
buddy) called it a home run.  I call it a four
base error.

Aloha,
Jack Vail
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Hawaii

Dear T.R.,
My dear friend Jack Vail lives high up

on a mountain on the island of Maui.  Then,
I can only assume that the rarified air at that
altitude has drastically affected his memory.

George Spiecker
Morgan

Dear Publisher,
Enclosed is a renewal check for The SA

Times.  Although I’ve been away from the
area for 19 years, I’m still interested in news
from “The Pleasant Little City.”

Audrey Conroy
(Formerly of South Amboy)
New York

Hi Tom,
Here is my annual fee to keep The SA

Times going.  I, like everyone else look
forward to reading about “The Pleasant Little
City.”

Take Care,
Jim O’Connell
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Virginia

Dear Tom,
It’s that time again (Subscription Re-

newal)!  Where has it gone?  Couldn’t be
without The SA Times-it’s my link to
“home.”

Rose Mosakowski
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Florida

Dear Tom,
My sister Rose sent me The SA Times

website when one of her teachers from
Hoffman High School died.  The SA Times
is a great newspaper!

Dolores Dohn
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Virginia

School Demolition
Photo

A St. Mary’s High School Class of ’69
member, Bob “Rex” Paulukiewicz stepped
up and said he believed the unknown stu-
dent watching the demolition of the old St.
Mary’s was none other than Mark Norek,
who now resides in Colorado.  Surprisingly,
a week after “Rex’s” response, we got an e-
mail from Norek, who said, “It’s John
Murphy, an old friend like the others.”  The
other three in the photo were Bill “Monk”
Wozniak, Rich Tanchyk and John “Jack”
Trzoniec.  The photo was taken by Bill
Coman in 1966.  Any other guesses as to the
mystery student?

Old Ballfield Photo
Last month we ran a photo of the old St.

Mary’s ballfield.  Vince Higgins, a ’49 gradu-
ate, who did a fine job remembering and
describing it, added the following comments:
“It shows the Second St. (North side) and
therefore, that’s the North East corner of the
field.  That corner was most often used for
softball and “scrape-up” games.  The home,
garages and driveway in the background
belonged to Art Andrews, an auto repairman
and first aider.  He was known to be a
tolerant gentleman concerning noise and
flying objects.  Some flying items were
“nickel rockets,” white balls that resembled
baseballs in color, size and weight.  They
were meant to be thrown and caught, not to
be hit by a bat.  The interior was simply a ball
of plaster unable to survive even the gentlest
pop-up.  The white fabric skin of the “rocket”
was best preserved by layers of black electri-
cal tape.  Why were they named that way?
The cost of each was one nickel, five cents!”
It takes little imagination to hook up those
five cent, taped-up balls with the names of
our five major league, St. Mary’s stars who
started out just that way.  Bless ‘em all along
with Jerry Connors, Biff McKeon, Jack Vail,
John Kenny, Alfie O’Connor and so many
more, athletes and gentlemen all.

(Pictured left to right) Patrick, Kathy and
Ryan O’Leary and magician Brian Richards
at the “Magic of Reading” program at the
Sadie Pope Dowdell Library

Summer Reading
Program A Success

The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library of
South Amboy concluded its “Paws, Claws,
Scales and Tales” Summer Reading pro-
gram with the “Magic of Reading;” which
was presented by magician Brian Richards.
The program was followed by refreshments
provided by the Old Country Buffet in Old
Bridge.

In total, 1,148 books were read!  0Olivia
Hadlaw won the prize for being the top
reader – with 153 books read.

Thanksgiving Pie Sale
The South Amboy/Middle High School

Student Council is accepting orders for our
annual Thanksgiving Pie Sale, now in our
15th year.  Choose from a selection of Apple,
Apple Crumb, Blueberry, Blueberry Crumb,
Pumpkin, Peach, Pecan, Sugar-Free Apple
and Sugar-Free Peach.  All pies are prices at
$9.50 and are fresh-baked, with all natural
ingredients, from Wemrock Orchards of
Freehold.  Order forms are available at the
Middle/High School main office.  Forms
may also be downloaded and printed from
our school website: www.saboe.k12.nj.us.
Click on Student Council, then “Thanksgiv-
ing Pie Sale Order Form”.

Order must be received by Monday,
November 13th, and pies must be picked up
on Wednesday, November 22nd, between 9
a.m. and 1 p.m. at the Middle/High School
auditorium entrance.

As always, the Student Council is grate-
ful to you, the South Amboy Community for
your patronage over the last 15 years, and
we look forward to your continued support.
All proceeds benefit the scholarship fund.
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Mayor John T. O’Leary addresses the huge audience at the Grand Opening of Democratic
Headquarters while his family proudly looks on.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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John Eddie
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Exclusive John Eddie Interview
By Tom Burkard

Singer/Songwriter John Eddie ham-
mered out some of his greatest songs for over
2 hours at Todd’s Dugout Sports Café in
South Amboy, on Sept. 16th, while he was
performing at a fundraiser for brain injured
children.  The event was staged in the Café’s
parking lot, and the overflow crowd clapped
their hands, sang and danced to Eddie, the
headliner, who followed several other acts
including John Walsh, The Ergs, If Six Was
Nine, Melrose Blackhawks Drum & Bugle
Corps, and the very talented Keith Kenny.

I was fortunate to get an interview with
John Eddie, whom I have followed since he
burst on the music scene with his hit record,
“Jungle Boy” in 1986.

Eddie remembered his first gig when he
was 18 or 19 years old.  “I played at open mic
night in Philadelphia at Ripley Music Hall on
Second St. in the middle of a snowstorm.  I
played 3 original songs, and the people were
very kind,” he said.

He had many influences, with the earli-
est one, most likely being Elvis Presley.
“My mom and grandmom were big Elvis
fans, and he was all around the house.  I had
three older sisters and got their record collec-
tions, Beatles records, Motown and stuff like
that, and the first thing I started listening to
was the Glitter Rock thing, David Bowie,
and The New York Dolls until I was 14, and
then I saw Springsteen, and it was awesome,
and I said, like wow!  He sings like I feel, so
that was a big influence on me, and rightly
so, as I was 14 when his song “Born To Run”
came out, and 15 when the album came out.
It was the music I grew up with,” said Eddie.

Recalling his big chance at fame during
the “Jungle Boy” time, he said, “I got to
experience a very little taste of what the
music business is about.  The record com-
pany used to send limousines, and I used to
fly around and play Japan and England, and
the song did okay for 80’s standards, but I
was never really a big star.  My last record,
“Who The Hell Is John Eddie” on Lost
Highway has truthfully been my most suc-
cessful record in the U.S.  Even though

“Jungle Boy” is on MTV and got some
airplay, this last record has been successful
in terms of artistic and commercial suc-
cess.”

Eddie has an impressive resume which
includes opening at the Amnesty Interna-
tional Show at Giants Stadium, touring with
Bob Seger, The Kinks, The Bangles, and
many others.  “My most memorable show
was Amnesty, only because I was ill, and
there were 80,000 people, plus the band was
all-new, and we were thrown together at the
last minute.  We did okay, for opening up.
We were basically the sound check for the
whole thing,” he said.

When is the last time you saw your old
friends Bruce and Bon Jovi?  “I saw Bruce
on the Seeger Session.  He invited me down
to see the rehearsal show in Asbury Park,
and I went down, and he was really sweet.  I
loved that last record and loved the show.  I
haven’t seen Bon Jovi in a year or two.  I’m
on the road all the time, and the last tour we
did, wherever we played, and when we were
out in the Midwest, it seemed like our gigs
were in the same city as his gigs were at.  It
seemed like he was at the Megadome, and
we were at the local bar,” he joked.

John Eddie’s band is kept busy with
touring demands.  “Our band has been play-
ing non-stop for the last 4 years.  We’re a
workin’ band, and we have to work to keep
the organization going.  We book two and
three week runs, and take a week or two to
work on songs for a new CD.  We’ll have a
new record after the New Year,” he said.

I asked him who his favorite performers
are, and he responded, “I’m the biggest
Dylan fan.  He’s my idol.  I just love his
writing.  Also, how old he is.  He figured a
way out to just keep doing it and stay rel-
evant.  His last record came out and it was
#1, and he’s in his 60’s, and he’s as cool as
he was in his 20’s.”

Eddie’s last record on Lost Highway
Records was “A major label in terms of its
universal music.  It’s the same label as Elvis
Costello and Willie Nelson are on.  Actu-
ally, it was a co-production between my
own label and a major label.  I like the
creative control of doing it myself and then
cutting a deal with a major label, especially
where I’m at in my life.  I like to make my
records, make songs.  I want to do it, and just
try to find a home for it,” commented Eddie.

The talented, and popular singer/
songwriter resides in Atlantic Highlands,
and said that his hobbies are reading and
watching movies.  When asked what he
would be doing if he weren’t a rock ‘n’ roll
star, half-jokingly (I think) he said that, “I
chose this early, either to be a priest or a rock
‘n’ roll star.”  Knowing the outstanding
songwriting abilities of John Eddie, I
wouldn’t be surprised if he turned that last
statement into another great song.

Thanks John Eddie, you’re one cool
dude, and a special thank you to Todd Norton,
owner of Todd’s Dugout Sports Cafe for
making this happen.

The Marshall Tucker Band’s lead singer/
founder, Doug Gray is still rockin’ after 34
years!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Marshall Tucker Band’s-Doug Gray:
An Exclusive Interview

By Tom Burkard

Locals are still talking about The
Marshall Tucker Band’s outstanding show
at the Raritan Bay Seafood Festival last
month.  The performance was just incred-
ible, and what’s more impressive is that the
lead singer/founder, Doug Gray has been
with the group for 34 years!  He is one of the
kindest and down-to-earth celebrities you
could ever meet, and became one of my
favorite celebrity interviews of all-time.  A
Southern gentleman from South Carolina,
he really knew how to make you feel like
you were accepted and old friends.

The following is taken from the exclu-
sive interview we had prior to The Marshall
Tucker Band’s performance at the Raritan
Bay Seafood Festival on September 10.

Doug Gray recalled his first gig in 1955.
“I did “Jailhouse Rock,” lost the talent show,
and ever since then, it’s been all uphill.  I did
all right.”

When asked about playing in the ‘70’s,
Marshall Tucker’s lead singer, Doug Gray
said, “It was strange.  Being here today, you
can see all that’s going on.  The majority are
fans and friends, and they keep coming
back.  They want to create new memories
with The Marshall Tucker Band.”  The group
has toured with “So many big name per-
formers that’s it’s hard to keep up with.  Just
to name a handful: The Allman Brothers,
The Grateful Dead, Firefall, Climax Blues
Band, Three Dog Night, Fleetwood Mac.
This gave us a large variety in audiences,”
said Gray.

Who was Marshall Tucker?  “Marshall
Tucker was a blind piano tuner that rented a
warehouse before we rented it for our re-
hearsals.  We found a key on the tag, it said
Marshall Tucker.  We found out later he’s
still alive in his 90’s and living in South

Carolina.”
MTB (Marshall Tucker Band) surpris-

ingly has had only two Billboard Top 40 hits
out of their huge catalogue of super songs.
“Fire On The Mountain” reached #38 in
1975, and “Heard It In A Love Song” peaked
at #14 in ’77.  They also earned 7 gold and
3 platinum albums.  In the 90’s, MTB had 4
hit singles on Billboard’s Country chart and
one on Billboard’s gospel chart.  Other big
favorites include “Can’t You See,”Running
Like The Wind,” “Take The Highway,” and
many more.  Gray’s personal favorite to
perform is “Heard It In A Love Song.”  He
said that, “People remember us for our live
performances.”

Hank Williams Jr. covered MTB’s
“Can’t You See,” and Clint Black has used
their “Bob Away My Blues.”  “Toy Caldwell
was our original songwriter. He was the key
guy in our band,” said Gray.

Doug Gray turned in a courageous and
superb performance at Waterfront Park be-
fore thousands.  He had surgery on his vocal
chords 9 1/2 weeks before the show, and it
marked the second time he had undergone
this type of procedure.  It certainly did not
hinder his performance and showmanship.
Before the show, he told me that, “My health
is better, and I’m healed on the outside, but
not supposed to talk for 15 minutes before
the show.”  During the concert, he explained
to the fans about his condition, and what he
had gone through, thanking them for their
continued support.

Gray, 58 years young said, “The older
we get, the more our Southern heritage come
out.  No matter how old we get, we can still
rock your socks off.”   He continued, “The
Marshall Tucker Band has never been about
one person.  It’s not just me.  It’s about
everybody.  If a song is written, one person
might write it, but everybody’s got to fit it.”

So, Doug Gray, why do you keep per-
forming?  “Because I’m happy and settled.
You see these people (Fans seeking auto-
graphs and photos with Doug).  I don’t turn
anybody away.  I love them more than they
know it.  You’ll see when we get on stage
today.”  He was right.  There was definitely
a lot of love shown by Doug to the fans, and
the fans with their applause and cheers
throughout this memorable concert.

Doug is really happy and proud about
The Marshall Tucker Band’s new double
CD, “Live On Long Island 4-18-80,” which
was recently released.  “It was our final
show with our original band at the Nassau
Coliseum, the night before Tommy Caldwell
got killed in an accident.  His picture is on
the CD.”

Doug Gray, is not only the founder/lead
singer of the fabulous Marshall Tucker Band,
but also one classy individual and gentle-
man.
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The South Amboy Governor’s Soccer Team pose with the coveted Mayor’s Cup after their
6-0 victory over cross town rivals Cardinal McCarrick.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

School Sports (As of Oct. 10)
By Tom Burkard

High School
Football

Sayreville ( 4-1 ) Off to another tremen-
dous start, the Bombers have received of-
fensive power from Michael Knight, QB
Mark Margres, Rashiem Clarke, Billy
Woods, John Nastvogel, Adam Curry,
Reinaldo Rodriguez, and some great kick-
ing by Bobby Woods.

Cardinal McCarrick ( 0-5 ) Dontre
Merricks has scored 4 of the Eagles’ 5 TD’s.
Adams has the other.
Boys Soccer

Sayreville ( 10-2) Playing great: Jeff
Rapach, Kene Eze, Tinashe & Colly Muwalo,
Lamin Sidibeh, Ryan Reed, Matt Welna and
goalies Jason Tash and Michael Mosser.

South Amboy (7-3-1) Diego and Oscar
Cuello look super, and so does frosh Sean
Gardner, Colin Krzyzanowski, Dave Tucka,
Matt Sobolewski and Matt Reagan.  Tim
Adams is tough as goalkeeper.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-6)  Frosh
phenom, Joe Reyes leads the scoring attack.
Also contributing are Tom Waszcuk, Pat
Leonard, Sean Williams, Miguel Ferreria
and goalie Rob Geant.
Girls Soccer

Sayreville (6-6) The Bombers get plenty
of spark from Sarah Janas, Heather Roy,
Amber Rich, Maryann Boulton, Jolise
Aponte, Kelley Zimmer, Suanette Rios, Ruba
Sbeah, Lynn Mayer, Pearl Shah, and goalie
Allie Couzo

Cardinal McCarrick ( 4-4-1)  Leading
the way are Anne Trecolis, Danielle Lapolla,
Ashley Malone, Stephanie Pires, Ashley
Wetzel, Lauren Puk, Rebecca Bowsky, Erin
Conlon, and goalie Emma Murray.

South Amboy (7-2 ) SA looks very
tough this year.  Big offensive weapons thus
far are Casey Jukus, Lynn Bloodgood,
Courtney Bouchard, Audrey Gagnon,
Lauren Vanni, Kaleigh DeLucc, Rebecca

English, Jeri Anderson.  Katey Charmello
has been superb as keeper.
Boys Cross Country

Sayreville ( 1-2 ) Top runners so far are
Joe Vedia, Chris Stratton, Shane Zuczek,
Oscar Reyes.

South Amboy (3-3) Matt Richmond is
the top runner, followed by John Winkler,
Mark Parisen, Kyle Septor for Coach Fred
Henry’s club.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-3) Matt Wiater,
Paul Conlon, Delfin Balil and Tyler Raba
lead Coach Ed Twomey’s Eagles.
Girls Cross Country

Sayreville (3-0 ) Heather Miara is one
of the best runners in the county, and gets
support from Shannon McKenna, Melissa
Gulyas, Rebecca Serrano, Josie Rivera and
Erin Fitzgibbons.

South Amboy (3-2 ) The Lady Guvs are
led by Myra Dabkowski, Margerita Galanos,
Brianna Septor, Kim Richmond, and Lauren
Drennan.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-2) Whylia
Thornton appears to be the top runner for the
Blue & Gold.
Girls Tennis

Sayreville ( 6-5 ) A talented team that
gets strong matches from singles players,
Amanda Wenzel, Jane Viernes, Kathrine
Vergara, and from doubles teams of Anne
Skorupski-Sonya Shah; Leann Young-
Bansari Trivedi; Jessica Kitrys-Fallon
Conroy; Tanasia Wilson-Sonyah Shah.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-10 ) Amy
Pacansky and Kristy Rivera look good in
singles, while the double team of Alanna
Cholewa-Jessie Costa have fared well.

South Amboy ( 0-7 ) Amanda Purcell
has been tough in singles, while the doubles
teams of Kylie O’Rourke-Stephanie Sirna,
and Celeste Bartlett-Elisha Bancer have also
won.
Field Hockey

Sayreville ( 4-3-3 ) Providing the scor-
ing pop are Kristen Quinn, Chrissy DeLeto,
Erica Latz, Danielle Hoyte, Melissa Pirigyi.
Alexa Baldasare is the fine goalkeeper.

Guvs Win Mayor’s
Cup

South Amboy downed the Eagles of
Cardinal McCarrick, 6-0, to capture the
Mayor’s Cup.  Oscar Cuello hammered in 4
goals and notched an assist to lead the way.
Tim Adams excelled as goalie with a 6-save
shutout.  Dave Tucka and frosh star, Sean
Gardner added a goal apiece for Coach Tony
G’s talented troops.

Guvs Snap 17-Year
Streak

The SA Guvs’ boys cross country squad
defeated Cardinal McCarrick, 22-33, mark-
ing their first win over city rivals since 1989.
The Eagles’ Matt Wiater captured 1st place,
and Coach Fred Henry’s speedsters gar-
nered 2nd through 5th finishes.  2-Kyle
Septor 3-Mark Parisen 4-Matt Richmond 5-
John Winkler.

Lady Guvs Win
The South Amboy Lady Guvs tennis

team gained a split for the season with
Cardinal McCarrick, be edging them, 3-2.
Amanda Purcell won in singles, and the
doubles teams of Elisha Bancer-Celeste
Bartlett and also Kylie O’Rourke-Lacey
Holovacko were victorious.  Amy Pacansky
and Kristy Rivera won in singles for CM.

Bombers Top
McCarrick

The Sayreville girls tennis team de-
feated Cardinal McCarrick, 5-0.  Singles
winners were: Jane Viernes; Amanda
Wetzel; Kathrine Vergara, and the doubles
teams of Jessica Kitrys-Fallon Conroy;
Tanasia Wilson-Sonya Shah won by forfeit.

AP Scholar Awards
South Amboy High School is proud to

announce that two of our recent graduates
have earned the designation of AP Scholar
by the College Board in recognition of their
exceptional achievement on the college-
level Advanced Placement Program (AP)
Exams.

The College Board’s Advanced Place-
ment Program offers students the opportu-
nity to take challenging college level courses
while still in high school, and to receive
college credit, advanced placement, or both
for successful performance on the AP Ex-
ams.  Only about eighteen (18) percent of
students who took AP Exams performed at
a sufficiently high level to merit this recog-
nition.  We would like to congratulate

Thomas Szatkowski and Russell Van
Fossen on being named AP Scholars.  By
completing three or more AP Exams and
scoring a three (3) or higher, these two South
Amboy High School graduates have earned
this prestigious distinction.

Congratulations to them and their fami-
lies!

Miara Sets Record
Sayreville girls cross country star,

Heather Miara recently set a new course
record for the Bishop Ahr HS track, finish-
ing at a very quick, 18:35, to eclipse the old
mark of 19:26.  The record-breaking perfor-
mance came in the Bombers’ first meet of
the year, and Miara’s first time competing
on this course.  She was running so fast that
she caught up with the boys group that was
running ahead, and would have tied for 8th
place in that race.  Congratulations, Heather!

Mulvey Excelled For
Mets

Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey had an impres-
sive rookie season in pro ball with the New
York Mets AA Eastern League farm club,
Binghamton.  The hard-throwing right-
hander pitched in 3 games, and in 13.1 in-
nings, struck out 10, gave up 10 hits, issued
5 walks, and more impressively was his 1.35
ERA, and holding opponents to a weak .217
batting average.  He was (0-1), suffering a
very tough setback in which he received no
offensive support.  Congratulations to Kevin
on a great start in professional baseball!

Eagles Win First
The Cardinal McCarrick Eagles foot-

ball team snapped its 18-game losing streak
and pounded Dayton, 20-0.   CM, who won
for the first time since 2004, relied on strong
performances by Dontre Merricks, who ran
for a 45-yd. touchdown, Melvin Smith, who
had an 18-yd. TD run plus 2 interceptions,
and soph, Ryan Brock, who intercepted a
Dayton pass and raced 100-yds. for the TD.
Coach Larry Nikola, now in his second
season, notched his first win.

Lady Guvs Win
Lynn Bloodgood’s clutch goal from

35-yards out in OT gave South Amboy a
thrilling 1-0 win over cross-town rival Car-
dinal McCarrick in girls soccer.  Katey
Charmello chalked up her fourth shutout,
stopping 17 shots.  Emma Murray made 18
saves for the Lady Eagles.  The victory gave
SA a season split with McCarrick.
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LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE By Tom Burkard

Glory Days In
Local Sports

From The Sports Archives

1931-75 years ago, St. Mary’s talented basketball team captured the Diocesan Championship.
Pictured in the bottom row (l-r) Bill Dowling, John Coan, Benny “Budniak” Kolodziejski, Jim
Coan, Tom Fitzmorris, John Nebus, Tom Scully, Ed Fleming, Bill Claffey, Francis X. “Red”
Cleary, Frank “Hank” Bulman, Bernie Hensberger, Frank Conroy, Vince “Veits” Jaskowiak,
Joe McGonigle, Father Faber, Athletic Moderator.  Top row (l-r) Joe Vail, Mgr., Charlie
Eppinger, Coach, Ed Lucitt, Assistant Manager.  (Photo courtesy of Tom Scully)

Tom Scully
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Scully Recalls ’31
Champions

South Amboy’s Tom Scully, 94 years
young was a contributing member of St.
Mary’s legendary 1931 Diocesan Champi-
onship basketball team.  It’s been 75 years,
but he was happy to share his memories of
that great team.

“We beat St. Mary’s Perth Amboy for
the title in a game played at Trenton in an old
theater with a wavy floor.  They set it up as
a basketball court,” he said.  Scully stated
that “We were lucky to get to the finals,
because the only team we couldn’t beat all
year was St. Peter’s New Brunswick, but St.
Mary’s PA beat them, and we beat Camden
Catholic in the semis to advance to the title
game.”

Scully said, “Charlie Eppinger was our
coach, and that poor guy worked for noth-
ing.  When he coached us, he also worked
for Miller, Bergen & Welsh Lumber Co. on
Broadway.”

The starters were Ed Fleming, “Red”
Cleary, “Hank” Bulman, Joe McGonigle
and John Nebus.  Bill Dowling and Vince
“Veits” Jaskowiak saw plenty of action.
McGonigle was the team’s leading scorer.
After winning the Diocese crown, St. Mary’s
lost to Bordentown Military Academy in the
state tourney after leading by 8 points at the
half.  “That was a lot of points at that time.
To score 15-20 points a game was enough
for a team to win.  That was because of the
center jump after every basket, and the clock
kept running”, said Scully.

Scully summed up the great team of
’31: “They were a great bunch of guys.  I was
very good friends with “Red” Cleary, Joe
McGonigle and “Veits” Jaskowiak.  We
were all friends.”

St. Mary’s lost its starting 5 in 1932,
and had a tough season according to Scully,
a member of St. Mary’s/Cardinal
McCarrick’s Sports Hall of Fame.

Side Note:  Tom told us that the ’31
Eagles had no nickname.  “When Johnny
Zdanewicz came in to coach during the late
1930’s, he nicknamed the team, the Eagles.”

1948-St. Mary’s opened its
basketball season with a 40-32
win over Rutgers Prep.  Ray
Stockton scored 9 points, Johnny
O’Brien 8, Jack McKeon 8 and

Eddie O’Brien 7.  1950-St.
Mary’s basketball team belted
Jamesburg, 56-30.  Jack Vail

topped the scoring with 21 points, followed
by Luke Lenahan 15 and Ed South 10.  1966-
Hoffman nipped South Brunswick, 3-2 in
baseball play.  Glen White came through
with the biggest hit of his career, as he
blasted a game-winning double in the bot-
tom of the seventh.  Winning pitcher, Curt
Wood fired a 3-hitter and struck out 11.
1979-Hoffman’s soccer club edged Mont-
gomery, 1-0 in a real thriller.  Marty Veilleux
hammered in the game-winning goal on a
beautiful assist by Billy Lewis.  1987-
Sayreville field hockey stars, Kerry and
Leigh Garbowski were 1st Team All-County
selections.  1994-Sayreville’s quarterback,
Matt Lefurge rolled over right tackle to tie
the score at 6-6, and David Cooke’s extra
point was perfect to give the Bombers a 7-6
nail-biting victory over Bishop Ahr.  2001-
South Amboy throttled Carteret in soccer,
5-0.  Pablo Penagos nailed 3 goals and an
assist, while Chris DeLucca scored 2 goals.

T.H.E. Game
By Tom Burkard

Sport-Football
Year-1998
Teams-Sayreville vs. Edison (Opening

Game)
Recap-The Bombers blasted the Eagles,

49-0 to kickoff the ’98 campaign.  Yazid
Jackson racked up 3 touchdowns, one on a
5-yd. pass from Charlie Bowden, another on
a 30-yd. interception return, and also a 70-
yarder on a recovered fumble.  Bowden
connected for 2 TD passes and 1 extra point
pass.  Farinick hauled in a 22-yard touch-
down pass from Bowden.  Brandon Hoyte
broke loose for a 52-yd. TD run, and Ira
Gilmore hit paydirt on a 42 yd. jaunt.  Bowden
also booted 3 extra points.

Co-MVP’s-Charlie Bowden and Yazid
Jackson

Central Jersey Mens Senior Baseball League, South Amboy Diamondbacks-2006 Champs
Bottom row L to R: Neil Hourahan, Joe Szaro, Genaro Luis, Scott Dachisen, Rob Ruskuski,
Jay Ditta, Chris Uliano, Top Row L to R: Chuck Frobosilo, Rich Vincz, John “ Skeets”
Skarzynski, Bill Tarallo, Mike Cannan, Mike Novak, Pete Santiago, Missing from photo, Greg
Ylagan

Evansville Wins Title
The Evansville Otters Professional

Baseball Club won its first-ever Frontier
Independent League Championship by
sweeping Chillocothe, Ohio in 3 games by
scores of 4-0, 6-2, and 6-3.  Congratulations
to former South Amboy/Sayreville resident
Bill “Biff” McKeon, who was the club’s
bench coach, and a most valuable asset
teaching the young players the finer points
of the game.  “Biff” and team members will
receive championship rings.  Way to go
“Biff!”

Diamondbacks Take Championship
The South Amboy Diamondbacks took

home their 1st Championship in the Central
Jersey Mens Senior Baseball League by
defeating the Carteret Cardinals.

The team was led by great pitching by
Chris Uliano 9-2, 1.41 ERA and Mike Novak

(Sayreville High School baseball
Coach)  3.35 ERA.

Diamondbacks finished the season 18-7.
After losing the 1st game in a best of 3

Finals series the Diamondbacks were led by
Uliano who tossed a complete game 2 hit
gem. Chris had plenty of run support as the
Dbacks won 13-0.

Neil Hourahan had 2 hits and scored 3
times. Joe Szaro had 2 hits , 2 RBI’s.

Jay Ditta went 2-3 with 3 RBI’s, Mike
Cannan had 2 hits

In the 3rd and deciding game the Dia-
mondbacks Mike Novak revenged a Game 1
loss by throwing a gem as the Dbacks
clinched with a 8-2 win. John “Skeets”
Skarzynski went 3 -4 with 2 RBI’s and also
had the games big blow with a 2 run double
that put the Dbacks ahead.  Rich Vincz
sealed it with a massive 3-Run Homer 2
innings later.

Genaro Luis, Pete Santiago, Jay Ditta
and Vincz had 2 hits a piece.

Pawlowski Starred
For Rams

Longtime South Amboy resident, Alex
Pawlowski, who grew up in South River,
was a talented all-around athlete at South
River HS. As a senior co-captain, he was a
1943 All-County Football 1st Team selec-
tion at left tackle.  He also starred in baseball
and track.  Alex’s son, David Pawlowski,
was a fine baseball and football player for
the Rams of South River in the late 1960’s,
and was a teammate of Drew Pearson, who
went on to fame with the Dallas Cowboys.
David’s son, Adam Pawlowski, was the top
high school bowler in Middlesex County
last year, averaging 700, while leading the
East Brunswick Bears.  He was also an
excellent baseball player.

Eagles First
Football Game

1998-Coach Jim Kazanjian’s
St. Mary’s Eagles played their first var-

sity football game in 66 years, losing to
Monroe, 41-0.

Eagles First Score
1998-SM scored for the first time since

1932, when John Matousek booted a 34-yd.
field goal in a 47-3 setback to Metuchen in
the second game of the season.

Way Back To: 1929
Carteret’s football team annihilated

South Amboy High, 53-0.  Joe “Ducky”
Medwick, who went on to baseball
superstardom and the Hall of Fame, ran wild
against SA with 2 touchdowns and 5 extra
points, accounting for 17 points.  Some
familiar names in the SA lineup were: LE
Bill Colucci LT Joe Beshada LG Stanley
Steiner C Bob Welden RG Fernandez RT
Fred Reese RE Howard Lambertson QB
Manuel Applegate LHB Tunis Johnson RHB
Red Olsen

Slow Pitch Softball
15 Years Ago

1991-Monaghan House II copped the
South Amboy Men’s Slow Pitch title, win-
ning 2 games to 1 over Bottle Stop II in the
playoff championship.  Tom O’Leary had
an outstanding 8-for-11 series, .727 avg. to
top all players.  Teammates Rich
McCutcheon .500, John Dragotta .500, and
Chuck Prusakowski .375 also contributed in
this low-scoring series, in which Monaghan’s
outscored BS, 20-19 overall in 3 games.
Prusakowski’s 4 RBI were tops in the finals.
The Stoppers were led by Steve Chrzaszcz
with a .571 avg., John “Skeets” Skarzynski,
.545, and Ted Pavlonnis .545. “Skeets” and
“Shuntzie” tied for the BS lead in RBI (3)
and HR (1).  Surprisingly, the champions
with power-hitters galore had no homers in
3 games.

Other members of the House II champi-
ons: Gary Aich, Billy O’Leary, Fred Wistuba
Sr., Fred Wistuba Jr., Bob Besner, Costanzo,
Seaman, Lazo.  The rest of Bottle Stop’s
roster: Frank Paczkowski, Bob Gallery,
Ralph Chance, Rob Ruskuski, Santiago,
Attardi, Ron Brown, Teresi, Heliotis.

Remembering Curt
Wood

By Joe “Jasko” Jaskowiak
Curt Wood was the hardest thrower that

I caught (Except for Bobby Keister from
Sayreville who signed a pro contract).  My
hand would swell up, even when I used a
sponge in the catcher’s mitt, and he had a
drop/curve that would drop and then tail off
to the right.  I had a real problem trying to
catch it during the first game that I caught as
a rookie in 1964, and one bounced under my
legs and really hit me.  They had to move me
to third base or they took me out of the game.

I’ll never forget the last game that I
caught him in the ’65 South Amboy Babe
Ruth playoff finals.  We were ahead 1-0
with the series tied at one game each.  Eddie
Jenkins led off for Oak View Nursing Home
in the the top of the 7th with a triple down the
right field line.  Danny Weinman came up
next, and he tried to drop a squeeze bunt, and
the ball goes to “Woodsie,” he throws high
to me at the plate, and Jenkins flattens me,
but I held onto the ball, and we win.  Just
before the impact, I heard Tom Kelly yell,
“Oh, Jesus!”  After the game I told
“Woodsie” he was the greatest pitcher I ever
caught.

*Editor’s Note: Joe “Jasko” Jaskowiak
is a 1968 St. Mary’s graduate now living in
California.  He was an All-Star catcher on
the late Joe McCarthy’s Mechanicsville Fire
Company team that won the  South Amboy’s
Babe Ruth League baseball championsip
from 1964-66.   Thanks, Joe for sharing your
memories about the late Curt Wood, one of
South Amboy’s All-Time greatest athletes.
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50th Anniversary

Louis and Joan Zientek Jankech celebrated
their 50th Wedding Anniversary on Sept.
22nd.  They were married Sept. 22, 1956 in
St. Mary’s RC Church, South Amboy by
Father O’Reilly.  The couple formerly resided
in Morgan before moving to Lopatcong 4
years ago.  They have two children, Debra
Wojcik and Charles Jankech, and six
grandchildren.  Congratulations!

Children’s
Halloween Tricky
Tray

St. Stan’s Athletic Association will be
holding its Annual Children’s Halloween
Tricky Tray on Sat., Oct. 28 from 12 noon-
4 p.m. at St. Stan’s School, 221 MacArthur
Ave., Sayreville.  Admission is $2 and cos-
tumes are optional.  The Costume Parade
starts at 1:30 p.m.  Prizes will be awarded.
Drawings will begin at 2 p.m.  The kitchen
will be open.

Spaghetti Dinner
The Messiah Lutheran Church in

Sayreville will hold its first-ever Spaghetti
Dinner on Oct. 28 from 5-7 p.m.  Carmen
Spezzi will be the host.  Cost is $9 for adults
and $4 for kids 12 and under.  Bring the
whole family!

Works On Display
Paintings, drawings and photographs

created by Middlesex County Arts High &
Arts Middle School students will be on
display at the Henry Inman Branch of the
Woodbridge Public Library, 607 Inman
Ave., Colonia and Sadie Pope Dowdell Li-
brary, 100 Hoffman Plaza, South Amboy
through the end of the month.  Marie Ogorek
of Sayreville WMHS was one of 22 selected
for her work.  Congratulations!

Talent Show
Winners

The winners in the talent show at the
Raritan Bay Seafood Festival were: 1st place-
Jessica DeFino; 2nd place-Pat Walsh; 3rd
place-the trio of Olivia Mastrolonardo,
Sabrina Leff and Julianna Grankowski.
Congratulations to all who participated!

Monster Mash on Broadway?  The Dogs at Poochie have their costumes ready for
Halloween.  Stop by 149 North Broadway to check out the beautiful displays in both
windows.

AOH Pancake
Breakfast

The Ancient Order of Hibernians of
South Amboy is sponsoring a Pancake
Breakfast on Sun., Oct. 22 from 8:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at the AOH Hall on the corner of
Second St. & Stevens Ave.  Cost is $5 and
proceeds go to St. Mary Church.  Please
support your parish!
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Brothers Meet In Iraq
Aug. 15, 2006 was a happy day for the

Pizzillo brothers. James and Thomas Pizzillo
are serving with the U.S. Marine Corps and
are both currently serving tours of duty in Al
Anbar Province, Fallujah, Iraq.  After miss-
ing each other several times, they finally
met up.  Tom is a Corporal with the 2nd
Recon Battalion and James is a Lance Cor-
poral with 2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regi-
ment, 2/8.  Both Marines are serving 7
month tours in Iraq.  A typical day, (or night)
for the boys are to keep insurgents on the
move, house
c h e c k s ,
weapon cache
sweeps and
c h e c k p o i n t
duty.  Often
the Marine
units work
closely with
the Iraqi Po-
lice and Iraqi
Army.

J a m e s
and Tom were
glad to meet
up.  It brought
a little bit of
home to lift
their spirits
despite the
120+ degree
temperatures.
H o p e f u l l y ,
they can meet up on a regular basis when
they are not out on patrol.  Tom’s tour is
almost up, and he will leave his brother there
until earl 2007, when James’ unit will rotate
back to Camp Lejeune, NC.  This is James’
second tour to the Middle East.  In 2005, 2/
8 served in Iraq and other Middle East
countries.  Both Marine units are based out
of Camp Lejeune, NC.

Also serving with 2nd Recon is Marine
Corporal Mike Fallon of Sayreville.  Mike

and Tom are in different platoons, but go out
on patrol together.  Not so many years ago,
James and Tom faced Mike on the basket-
ball courts.  The Pizzillo’s played for St.
Mary Eagles, while Tom played for OLV
Parish team.  Mike’s dad, “Big Mike” was
the coach and also a former Recon Marine.

With the size of a country like Iraq, you
never know who you might run into out
there.  On a hot day at one of Sadam Hussein’s
airfields, Tom met up with 1st Lt. Donavan
Kelly, USMC.  Donavan is the eldest son of

former Morgan resi-
dent, Lt. Col. Bruce
Kelly, USMC (ret.).
Lt. Col. Kelly’s twin
sons, Nick and Ryan
are also Marines.
Nick served in Iraq
in 2004 and fought in
the Battle of Al
Ramadi.  South
Amboy and
Sayreville has
pumped out many
Marines in the past,
and now it’s the sec-
ond and third genera-
tions time to fill the
ranks.

James and Tom
are the sons of Susan
and Chief Jerry
Pizzillo, (South
Amboy Police ret.)

of Sayreville.  Our thoughts and prayers go
out to these young warriors.  Their endeav-
ors do not go unnoticed and are held in the
highest regards to keep our country free.
Their action sends a message to the world,
especially terrorists “Don’t mess with the
best.”  Let us not forget all the men and
women of the Armed Services, serving in a
foreign country or on the home front.  Please
pray for these brave men and women, that all
will come home safe and sound.  Semper Fi.

Seasonal Crafts Demo
Cheesequake State Park will hold a

Seasonal Crafts Demonstration on Oct. 22
at 1 p.m. at the Interpretive Center.  The
special, FREE Fall craft program is for ages
12 & up and adults.  For more info call 732-
566-3208.

Roast Beef Dinner
Trinity Methodist Church will hold its

annual Roast Beef Dinner on Sat., Oct. 28
from 4:30-7 p.m.  Dinner includes mashed
potatoes, gravy, salad, vegetable, roll and
butter, beverage and homemade dessert.
Tickets are $12 for adults; $6 for kids ages
5-12; and under 5 FREE.  Take out dinners
are available.  Call Church office 732-721-
3558 for more info.

Cruise To Western
Caribbean

American Discount Cruises & Travel is
running a 5-night cruise to the Western
Caribbean on the Costa Magica April 29-
May 4, 2007.  To book or for complete
details, call Nick DeBiase at 732-762-6924
or leave a message at 866-214-7447, ext. 47.

Halloween Dance
A Halloween Oldies Dance featuring

50’s and 60’s rock ‘n’ roll will be held on
Sat., Oct. 28 from 8 p.m. to midnight at K of
C St. Thomas The Apostle Council, 61 Pine
St., Old Bridge.  For complete info, call 732-
251-0970.

Tim Fee, super-drummer for The
Rockdaddys, is Sayreville and South
Amboy’s greatest left-handed drummer of
all-time.  Tim’s older brothers are also
musicians, with Fran the talented lead singer/
guitarist for The Rockdaddys, and Richie
who also plays guitar. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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#1 Pop Hits On Oct. 21
1991-Emotions-Mariah Carey
1989-Miss You So Much-Janet Jackson
1970-I’ll Be There-The Jackson 5
1963-Sugar Shack-Jimmy Gilmer & The
Fireballs
1957-Jailhouse Rock-Elvis Presley
1944-I’ll Walk Alone
1939-Day In, Day Out

The Gift Of Giving ~ TODDSTOCK ‘06
John Eddie/ The Ergs/ Keith Kenny/ If 6 Was 9/ John Walsh/ The Melrose

Blackhawks Drum & Bugle Corps
By Phil Rainone

The Dugout Cafe- South Amboy, NJ
September 16, 2006

The Sayreville Assoc. for Brain Injured
Children (SABIC), founded in 1968 are a
non-profit, organization that provides year
round recreation programs to children and
adults with disabilities. SABIC relies on
volunteers from local schools as well as
college students and adults.

I guess I first remember hearing about
BIC from my niece Judy, who’s been a
volunteer since she was a teen (she just
turned 23).  She worked at their summer
camp, and she was always very modest
about working with BIC.

From hearing her talk about the experi-
ence, I got the feeling that it’s one of those
special times when you give of yourself
without expecting anything in return. (I’m
sure she got a gazillion hugs from the kids!)
With that positive vibe in mind, it felt like
this was going to be a really special day!

Around noon when the doors opened
(the show was held in the parking lot at
Todd’s Dugout), singer songwriter John
Walsh open to a small crowd, as people were
just getting there (he was later asked to play
at night at the Dugout for the after party). I
got there just as he ripped into a cover of
Springsteen’s “Glory Days” that was fun
and upbeat. It was a good taste of what he’d
do later in the evening.

By 1 pm the first pig (the event was also
an “all you can eat” pig roast with all the
extras like dogs, sausage, salads etc.) was
done.  The Ergs were up next, and I had
heard a lot of good things about these guys.
Besides their own shows, they’ve been the
house band at Asbury Lanes for Punk Rock
Karaoke in the past.  Opening with a spasti-
cally cool cover of The Box Tops “The
Letter,” The Ergs brightened up the day (a
very sunny, warm Saturday afternoon), end-
ing the song with a touch of Joe Cocker’s
version, turning a good cover into a GREAT
cover! Their hour long set was a mix of
classic Ergs tunes (“Extra,” “Like I Say,”
etc.), and a few new songs including “OK,”
“Floresent Stars,” from their upcoming al-
bum (check: myspace.com/the ergs) By the
end of their hyper-kinetically cool set, they
showed the South Ambodians how punk
rock was properly done- They’d had been
ERGIFIED!

Throughout the day, Miss Madison kept
the crowd and the bands moving with her
wit, moxie, charm, and sex appeal. She also
does the PR work for the newly formed
Jersey Shore Records that the proprietor
Todd is the head of. The label has a lot
potential, as there are a ground swell of
ORIGINAL artists in the area. She’s also a
huge fan of Keith Kenny, who hopefully
will be one of the first signings of JSR.

Next up was the band If 6 Was 9. They
were a cool cover band that played an assort-
ment of tunes from the obvious (“Sweet
Home Alabama” on which Todd and his
crew chimed in on stage), to the obscure,
“You Spin me Round”- by Dead or Alive, to
the Ramones “Blitz Klieg Bop” to Green
Day.

It was a little something for everyone. If
6 Was 9 will be playing at Todd’s again
(check www.I6W9.net)

As the second pig was a-roastin’ gettin’
a toasty, golden brown (hey who gets to
keep the ears?), The Melrose Blackhawk
Senior Drum & Bugle Corps solidified the
crowd with song selections ranging from
rock, to disco, to the Marine Corp. Hymn,
ending with “God Bless America” (they
would have made John Phillip Sousa proud
with their tight cadence and overall dedica-
tion.)

Todd, the owner, and his wife Colleen,
were more than just hosts of the charity
event. Besides being part of the color guard
for the Blackhawks, he was also the guy in
the dunk tank.  For a dollar donation you
could, “Throw that fast ball by ‘em” (from
Springsteen’s “Glory Days”) and get Todd
soaked on what turned out to be a hot day.

Keith Kenny took the stage (solo) around
3pm grabbing the crowd’s attention with
some LOUD, flashy/fiery guitar licks (you
can check the bands show dates at:
KeithKenny.net and also pick up their CD).

“Neck Hurts” is a hyper-bluesy rocker,

reminiscent of Stevie Ray Vaughn (he did a
superb cover of SRV’s “Pride & Joy”- I’d
like to hear Keith cover Hendrix)!  Right
from the get-go he was working the crowd,
intensely mugging, welding his guitar around
the stage like a man on a mission. You could
tell he was winning them over as they stepped
forward to get a better view and vibe from
Keith’s rockin’ blues.  Anyway, as I was
saying before I interrupted myself, “Neck
Hurts” is a cool, tongue-in-cheek ironic tale
of playing in a metal band. (“My neck hurts
so bad, because I play in a metal band.../ and
wear black clothes, because I play in a metal
band/ and I pierce my nose, because I play in
a metal band...”)

The witty, charismatic cynicism, and
young talent (he’s 22) of the song and of
Keith’s set is reminiscent of Louden
Wainright III, or more recently John Mayer.
By the end of his set, Keith had burned up
the stage (which had been built just the day
before in the rain by a crew of dedicated
carpenters).  Hopefully Keith Kenny will be
one of the first signing for Jersey Shore
Records, he’s got a lot of potential!

“Who the Hell is John Eddie?”- No,
that’s not what everyone was asking at the
show.  The crowd was very familiar with the
singer songwriter, but it is the title of his new
album that the band played a few cuts from.
Opening with a cover of the Stones’ “Happy,”
they fleshed out a bluesy, mid-tempo ca-
dence that was in sharp contrast to the bub-
bly, horn driven original (later in the show
they did a by the numbers cover of “Honky
Tonk Woman” that could use a little fresh-
ening up, but still got the crowd boppin’).

Sliding easily into the original “Young
at Heart,” the band picked up momentum as
John thanked Todd and BIC, and even the
next-door neighbors (the show was in the
club’s parking lot with houses next to it) as
they all cheered, revving up the band, play-
ing new tunes like the tongue-in-cheek, “Play
Some Skynyrd.”  It’s autobiographical about
one of those defining moments in a
musician’s career, when you want to play
your music- the stuff that makes you live
and breathe, and someone else just wants to
hear “Freebird” the gazillionith time.

The band performed a killer cover of
Bruce’s “She The One,” that combined
Buddy Holly’s popish “Not Fade Away”
with Bo Diddly’s big beat, and The E-Street
Band’s own rockin’ vibe of the song.  By the
time they swung into “Forty” (he changed
the line to “Truckin’ Forty,” for the all ages
crowd), about the trials and tribulations of
being four decades old (at the end of the
song John admits, “Well, I might be forty.
Hell, I’m lying- I’m forty-three!! And he
adds the kicker, “But Bruce Springsteen’s
53, and The Stones are almost dead!”)-
Great sing along tune!

They closed the show with Elvis’ “Sus-
picious Minds” (which he dedicated to his
mom who was here visiting from the
Carolina’s), which absolutely rocked the
house!

Note: John Eddie was the house band at
The Play Pen Lounge about 8 years ago for
a show that include Marshall Crenshaw, and
Greg Kign.  At the end of the night
Springsteen comes on to do a few covers
with John Eddie and the other artists. Among
the songs was a barn burning cover of “Sus-
picious Minds.” John Eddie and his crack
band did another sensational cover of the
song this day!

The show continued into the night in-
side the club.  Between the bands, food,
drinks, and especially a great cause for BIC,
all had a wonderful time!  Special thanks go
out to Todd, his crew from the Dugout, M/
C Miss Madison, and all those who donated
their time and money to a good cause!



30   October 21, 2006 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Anxiety, Phobias,
Panic Attacks

The Gathering Place, located at 130
Bray Ave., Middletown, NJ will hold a
special presentation, “Anxiety, Phobias and
Panic Attacks” presented by Pat Burke on
Nov. 15 from 7:30-9 p.m.  For more infor-
mation or to register, call Sister Louise Gorka
at 732-495-7615.

Pastors
Many priests have served in Sayreville

or South Amboy, or have other connections
to our local communities.  They have risen
through the ranks of the priesthood and are
now Pastors at the following parishes: Rev.
Andrew Szaroleta-Immaculate Conception,
Clinton; Rev. David I. Fulton, Our Lady of
Victories, Baptistown; Rev. John Grimes-
Annunication, Bloomsbury; Rev. John Gor-
don-Our Lady of Hungary/La Asuncion,
Perth Amboy; Rev. Daniel J. Hurley-Our
Lady of Mercy, South Bound Brook; Rev.
Msgr. Robert J. Zamorski-Our Lady of
Mount Carmel, Woodbridge/Our Lady of
Peace, Fords; Rev. Joseph Krajewski-St.
Joseph, New Brunswick; Rev. Maurice
Carlton-St. Joseph, Raritan; Rev. David
Kosmoski, O.M.V.-St. Andrew, Avenel;
Rev. Msgr. George Brembos-St. Elizabeth,
Far Hills/St. Brigid, Peapack; Rev. Msgr.
Raymond Cole-St. Joseph, Hillsborough;
Rev. Joseph Celano-St. Bernard of
Clairvaux, Bridgewater; Rev. Msgr. Rich-
ard Behl-Cathedral of St. Francis, Metuchen.
How many of these fine priest do you recall?

The Credit Union
Difference

Credit Unions across New Jersey joined
to celebrate New Jersey Credit Unions – The
Difference - YOU.  Parlin DuPont Credit
Union invited their members in for an open
house where they learned what makes credit
unions special and different – YOU!   Mem-
bers were asked to “Spot the Dot” and win a
prize. Any members who brought in a BLUE
YOU Dot received a special gift, learned
about great rates on loans, and special ser-
vices to meet everyone’s financial need.
Everyone also received a chance to win a
prize from NJ 101.5 radio! (Contest runs
through October 26th)

Credit Unions are not-for-profit. We
strive to keep our interest rates on loans low,
and our share savings dividends high. Our
board is made up of volunteers – not paid
business people. Jersey Credit Union have
More than 1.2 million members. Nation-
wide, credit unions are 85 million members
strong.

Currently the Parlin DuPont Credit
Union is open to the employees and family
members of the DuPont Company, Exel
Company and the Borough of Sayreville.
Now is the time to stop by the Parlin DuPont
Credit Union and find out about the Credit
Union Difference.

#1 Country Hits On
Oct. 21
1995-She’s Every Woman-Garth Brooks
1983-Paradise Tonight-Charly McLain &
Mickey Gilley
1972-Funny Face-Donna Fargo
1966-Blue Side Of Lonesome-Jim Reeves
1959-The Three Bells-The Browns
1947-Smoke! Smoke! Smoke!-Tex Williams

“A Classic Irish
Christmas”

Cardinal McCarrick High School will
present “A Classic Irish Christmas” concert
featuring Andy Cooney, comedian Noel
Ginnity, and Celtic dancers on November
30th.  For complete information call Maureen
Kemble at 732-721-0748 ext. 243.

Hay Rides In
Sayreville

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will
hold Hay Rides on Oct. 28 from noon to 4
p.m. at the Capik Nature Preserve.  All ages
are welcome!  For complete info call 732-
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Steve Makwinski
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Where Have You Gone, Steve Makwinski?
By Tom Burkard

Did you ever see the classic baseball
movie, “The Natural” starring Robert
Redford?  Well, Sayreville’s version of “The
Natural,” Steve Makwinski, didn’t hit as
many home runs, but sure could pitch, better
than most around here in the late 1960’s and
early ‘70’s while starring in the South Amboy
Little Fellas League with Daylight Bakery,
and in the SA Babe Ruth League while
hurling for former minor leaguer, Ray
Stockton’s Raritan River Railroad team, and
then at Sayreville War Memorial HS, where
he became a legend in baseball and basket-
ball.  He then went on to star in both sports
at FDU.

The Steve Makwinski story begins in
the Melrose section of Sayreville, when as a
youngster, his dad Steve Sr., a standout in
baseball and basketball at Sayreville High in
the late 1940’s, helped his son to hone his
throwing and catching skills, “Until the ve-

locity was a little too high for him to handle,”
said Steve Jr.  His dad drew a strike zone on
the wall of their garage, and Steve would
practice pitching to the target every day.

Makwinski recalled playing whiffle ball
in the backyard when he was 3 years old.  “I
took to baseball.  I loved it,” he said.  He also
was gifted in basketball with a magic touch
from the git-go.  He picked up a basketball
in the 4th grade at Sacred Heart, and “As
soon as I picked up the ball, I had an easy
time shooting.  I had a natural shot, and
strong arm.  That’s how God blessed me
with those characteristics.  Everything else,
I had to bust my butt,” he said.

“South Amboy was special.  I grew up,
playing sports in South Amboy, and played
basketball at Sacred Heart until 8th grade.
For a small, one-mile square town, there
were a lot of great athletes.  I looked up to St.
Mary’s and Hoffman guys as a kid. Then, I
went on to Sayreville, and got a lot of recog-
nition there,” he recalled.

He said that all of his youth league
baseball memories are from South Amboy,
where he played in the Little Fellas League
and Babe Ruth League.  “I had terrific
coaches and we had successful teams.  I give
credit to all of them,” said Makwinski.  He
mentioned Coaches Ray Stockton, Mr. Dou-
glas and Mr. D’Amico.  In the Little Fellas
League, his Daylight Bakery had an unbe-
lievable undefeated season.  His favorite
teammates were Melrose friends, Billy and
Tommy D’Amico, and Scott and Pat Dou-
glas, Bobby Stillwagon, The Ruszala Broth-
ers, Jimmy and Ronnie Croddick.  “I was
lucky to have guys around me that loved to
play sports”, said Makwinski.

Steve’s best Little League memory was
of hitting a grand slam homer to win an All-
Star game at Roosevelt Park.  “Some of my
teammates were George and Frank
Bongiorno, “Moose” McCarthy, Johnny
O’Toole.  Those were great times!  I couldn’t

have handpicked a better group of guys to be
around in my childhood.  So many great
memories I’ll never forget,” he stated.  His
best game in the Little League was when he
struck out 17 of 18 batters, while averaging
12 to 14 K’s per game.  Steve fired lots of 0-
hitters in the LL, but had no idea of how
many.  He wasn’t a home run hitter, mostly
line drives, but still hit a few out.   His
baseball heroes were Pete Rose and Tom
Seaver, and his favorite team was the ’69
Mets.

In the Babe Ruth League while playing
for Ray Stockton’s Raritan River Railroad
team, he hurled “5 or 6 no-hitters and a lot of
1-hitters, rarely allowing over 3 hits in a
game.”  His best Babe Ruth League memory
was when he was at the freshmen class
picnic, and  got home late for the game.  His
family hurried him to the game, and he had
one of his best games, hitting 2 homers to
win the title for Raritan River.

In his first year of basketball at Sacred
Heart, he starred on the 4th grade intramurals
team, and in 5th grade, he made the 8th
grade team.  “We had all the South Amboy
greats on that team, George, Ted and Richie
Krzyzanowski, Ozzie Levins and Andy
Liyana.  I didn’t play much, but started
playing in the 6th grade,” he said.  The Rick
Ferguson coached Sacred Heart team fin-
ished undefeated, winning over 30 games
when Makwinski was in 7th grade.
“Ferguson was the best discipline coach.  He
got us in shape.  Those teams were phenom-
enal,” said Makwinski.  His highest game on
the 8th grade team was “In the 30’s,” but the
starters played only a half or a little more
because they were so powerful and blowing
teams out.

Moving on to Sayreville HS, Makwinski
played 3 years of varsity baseball and bas-
ketball.  (Freshmen weren’t allowed to play
varsity back then).

The freshmen team, under Coach Pat
Dineen, was undefeated until the final game
of the season, but Makwinski sprained his
ankle in the previous game.  Playing High-
land Park, a club they had hammered, 104-
60 earlier, the team brought down 2 JV
players, and Sayreville fell in OT.  The Owls
shot 50 free throws.

His greatest basketball memory was
when as a soph, with the Bombers trailing
J.P. Stevens by one point, he took a jump
shot , and with the ball in the air, the buzzer
sounded, and the ball swished through the
nets to win the game.  “I remember
Cegerenko and the guys carrying me off the
court.  It was the second or third game of the
season, and kind of catapulted my basket-
ball career at Sayreville,” Steve said.

Another highlight was when he cracked
the 1,000 point barrier in the second game of
his senior year.  He recounts that memorable
moment in Blue & Gray history: “They
stopped the game. My parents came out and
so did Coach Dineen and John Wortley, the
AD.  It was special because now you’re in
the record books.  People recognize that.
Eventually, you get a nice basketball with

your final career total on it.  I gave the ball
to my son.

Steve’s high single game was 41 points
against his old baseball competitor, Eddie
Cipot, who was drafted by the New York
Mets.  “I was highly motivated for that
game,” recalled Makwinski.  Steve was an
All-State Basketball 3rd Team Group 4 Se-
lection as a senior.

On the freshman baseball team, he was
incredible, especially in one game, when he
struck out the first 19 batters he faced, and
finished with 20 strikeouts out of 21 batters.
“After 19 straight, I hit a batter, and another
guy bunted,” recalled Makwinski.  “We
only lost 1 or 2 games,” he said.

Makwinski’s best teammates at
Sayreville were John Wojcik and Wayne
Kreiger, both fabulous athletes, and in
Steve’s words, “We were the Three Muske-
teers, like family friends.”  Bill D’Amico,
his good friend and former teammate proudly
recalled that “In Steve’s senior year, he was
Middlesex County “Player Of The Year” in
baseball and basketball.”  That’s quite a feat,
with almost impossible odds!

His favorite high school baseball
memory is winning the County Champion-
ship in his senior year in ’74.  “It was my
whole high school career coming down to
one game, trying to win my first champion-
ship as a varsity player, and we beat Carteret,
7-0.  It was a goal,” said Makwinski.  He
notched “3 or 4 no-hitters in high school,
and finished with a brilliant (19-4) lifetime
record.  Makwinski was a 1st Team All-
State All Groups pitcher in 1974.

He realized a dream come true, by be-
ing selected by the St. Louis Cardinals in the
11th round, low 200’s in the 1974 draft.
Steve described his thoughts about deciding
on whether to go pro or attend college.  “I
remember getting the phone call, and it was

Sayreville great, Steve Makwinski is pictured
during his playing days at FDU in the 1970’s.

continued on page 34
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From The Publisher
Hello Everyone,
It’s hard to believe, but the issue you’re holding of your hometown

newspaper, The South Amboy-Sayreville Times, marks our big 15th Anni-
versary!

Many people said it couldn’t be done, but with lots of hustle, determi-
nation and hard work, The SA Times is getting bigger and better all the time!

I would like to thank all of our wonderful current advertisers from the
bottom of my heart, because without them, we wouldn’t be able to bring such
a high-quality, finished newspaper to our local readers, absolutely PRICE-
LESS each and every month.  My advertisers are a pleasure to deal with, and
through the years, I have become very good friends with all of them.  A thank
you also goes out to anyone who has ever placed any type of ad,  big or small,
even just once in The SA Times over our 15 years.  I appreciate all of our
advertisers’ help and confidence you’ve shown in us by advertising in the
area’s #1 “Good News” newspaper.

I would also like to thank my very talented and hard-working staff of
writers, and especially my Associate Publisher, Brian Stratton, who happens
to be one of the finest photographers in all of NJ.  To anyone who has ever
written an article, or contributed a newsworthy item or photo to share with
our readers, thank you!

Our SA Times readers are the best, most loyal and dedicated in the
world!  Thank you, each and everyone, who never miss a copy, and those who
wait faithfully each month at our delivery locations to get your copy hot off
the presses.  We know that you really appreciate our newspaper.

As a special gift to you, we are running a 15th Anniversary Contest
with lots of great prizes, donated by our advertisers.  See all the details on this
page, and enter today!

My pledge to you is that The South Amboy-Sayreville Times will
continue to bring you the best, most interesting and informative, as well as
fun newspaper you’ll ever find.  The SA Times is without a doubt, the top
source for local readers, unsurpassed in Photography, School Sports, Music,
Trivia, Nostalgia, In-Depth Personal Interviews, Current Events/Happen-
ings, Politics, School and Church news- and we’re still expanding!

In fact, there is so much information and photos in each jam-packed
issue that South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary paid us the ultimate
compliment by saying that “The SA Times is a quality, public interest
MAGAZINE that promotes good will for the Borough of Sayreville and City
of South Amboy.  Many people have referred to The SA Times as a
“magazine,” so I guess we must be doing something right, and will continue
to do so.

Thank you to all, and may God Bless!
Sincerely,
Tom Burkard,
Owner/Publisher

The SA Times 15th Anniversary
Giveaway Contest

*To enter, write in 50 words or less, why you have enjoyed reading The South Amboy-Sayreville
Times, over the past 15 years.  In your entry you could possibly mention the stories or photos that you have
really appreciated, and feel free to include your favorite monthly features and why you enjoy them, or
perhaps the most enjoyable story you’ve ever read in The SA Times.

*Send your entries to: satimes@aol.com or if you don’t have a computer, type or write legibly on a
piece of white paper, and be sure to send your name, address, phone number, age, e-mail, and send to: SA
Times Contest, PO Box 3027, South Amboy, NJ 08879.

*The contest is open ONLY to South Amboy or Sayreville residents, 21 years of age or older.  The
SA Times staff, and families are ineligible to enter.  Prizes are non-transferable and must be used by the
winner, who must show proper ID when claiming the prizes.

*All winners will be randomly selected, and not judged on how well the entry is written.  The SA Times
will print the winning entries in the November 18th issue, and other contest entries will be printed
randomly in upcoming issues.  By entering the contest, the contestant agrees to give The SA Times
permission to print their contest entry, name, and town in any of our issues.

*Only One (1) entry per family is permitted.  There will be only One (1) winner per family.
*Contest Deadline is Nov. 1.  All entries must be received by e-mail or regular postal delivery

by Nov 1.
*The drawing will be held on Nov. 3.  All winners will be notified by either telephone or e-mail.
NOTE: The SA Times readers from outside the South Amboy-Sayreville area, and subscribers

throughout the world, are more than welcome to send in your comments about The SA Times, even
though you won’t qualify for the prizes.  We will also be happy to print your write-up with your name,
city and state (If you desire) in future editions.

Prizes
The following great prizes donated by our advertisers and others will be awarded to the winners

of our 15th Anniversary Giveaway Contest, as a “thank you” for all of your support and encourage-
ment.  It’s been a pleasure, and God Bless all of you!

*Brunch For Two (2) at Cambridge Inn, 19 Summerhill Rd., Spotswood.
*Dinner For Two (2) at Sayreville Bar & Restaurant, 7 Cecelia St., Sayreville.
*Two (2) Pizza Pies at Sciortino’s Harbor Lights, 132 So. Broadway, South Amboy.
*One (1) Gift Certificate for $25 at Paramount Diner, 1803 Rt. 35 South, South
  Amboy (Morgan).
*One (1) Gift Certificate for $25 at Paramount Diner.
*One (1) Gift Certificate for $10 at Keyport IHOP, 106 Rt. 36, (Stop & Shop Plaza),
  Keyport.
*One (1) Gift Certificate for $10 at Keyport IHOP.
*One (1) Gift Certificate for $10 at Keyport IHOP.
*One (1) Gift Certificate for $10 at Keyport IHOP.
*One (1) Gift Certificate for $10 at Keyport IHOP.
*One (1) “Jack McKeon: Baseball, Cigars & Saint Theresa” book signed by
  Author Tom Burkard.
*One (1) “The Ultimate Mickey Mantle Trivia Book” signed by Author Tom Burkard.
*Two(2) Gift Certificates for one month Membership (New Members) at Curves
*One(1) Computer Surge Protector from CRTS



South Amboy-Sayreville Times October 21, 2006   33

New Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music DJ’s 732-316-9447
RIDGEMONT HIGH

(www.ridgemonthigh.net) 732-816-0764
Let’s Do The Time Warp Again!
Here’s something new and interesting

for your eyes and ears from an 80’s retro
cover band out of Old Bridge!

Named after that cool 80’s movie, “Fast
Times at Ridgemont High,” they capture on
disc, and at their live shows, the feel of those
80’s new wave/punk rock bands (skinny
ties, somewhat nerdy vibe).  Every song (6)
is on the money as far as capturing the fun,
original vibe, and danceability (“New Sen-
sation,” “Always Something There to Re-
mind Me,” etc.)  They include well-crafted
covers of Squeeze’s “Tempted,” and a
wicked version of The Vapors “Turning
Japanese.”  Hopefully, they include Aha’s
“Take On Me” live.  That would really be
THE party break out song!

Elton John- The Captain & Kid
(Interscope)

After 31 years, Elton John & Bernie
Taupin revisit their alter egos (Captain
Fantasitc & the Brown Dirt Cowboy, origi-
nally a chronicle of their early years in
music).  This sequel tells the story of the
intervening decades of the endless stream of
70’s hits, drug abuse, infighting of the band,
and their return to sobriety and music.  The
band, including original members, Davey
Johnstone (guitars) and Nigel Ollson
(drums), was written and recorded in 20
days, on stage at the On Stage Theater in
Atlanta, which sounds like their playing
live. It’s a very organic album.  If you’ve
been waiting for that REALLY GOOD Elton
John album to buy, this is it!

80’s Dance Gold/ 80’s Soul Gold (Hip-
O)

Each 2 disc set (see
www.ilovethatsong.com for full list), can
easily stand on it’s own or be a super mix of
danceable 80’s tunes.  Disco had died (thank
God) and here was a “New Wave” of mostly
English & American bands that were ready

to “Pump Up the Volume!”  The 80’s even
enhanced careers (Aretha’s “Freeway of
Love” featuring Clarence Clemons on sax)
and combined sight and sound in the form of
music videos (Men Without Hats, “Safety
Dance” is STILL hard to figure out!).

The 80’s spawned some interesting
(Smokey’s smooth as silk hit, “Being With
You”) and sometimes forgettable (Stacey
Q’s squeaky “Two of Hearts”) music that
was heavy on synthesizer/bass, yet, as Dick
Clark says, “Had a good beat, and you could
dance to it!”

The City of South Amboy and the Luke A. Lovely American Legion Post #62 of South Amboy
sponsored Veterans Appreciation Day on Oct. 14 at Centro on Route 35 South Amboy.
Everyone had a fine time, with plenty of great food, drinks, military memorabilia and social
interaction.  Pictured is the planning committee and members of the John Basilone
Detachment Marine Corps League.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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exciting after all of your hard work, and
to be recognized for your accomplishments.
It’s everybody’s dream.  I talked to a scout,
and a meeting was set up for him to come to
the house and talk about contracts.  “We sat
down with Coach Norbie Smith, Pat Dineen,
John Wortley, my parents, and we discussed
the options.  I felt an obligation to go to
college because none of my family had done
so, unless the offer was so much, and set a
little number that would have paid for 4
years of school, and maybe I’d have signed,
put money away and went back to school
later on.  I could have gotten a $20,000
signing bonus, and at the time, college was
$40,000.  Plus, I loved to play basketball,
and had a basketball scholarship sitting on
the table.”  Steve says his only regret was
that he should have gone to a college in a
warm weather state.

He was doing very well at FDU until his
junior year, when he was pitching against St.
John’s University, and he broke a bone in his
foot.  Steve was in a walking cast for 6
weeks, and to make matters worse, it was his
year to re-enter the pro baseball draft.  “I
came back too soon, and was throwing with
a walking cast on, which I shouldn’t have
done.  When the cast came off, my arm felt
great, but my mechanics were off.   I had
problems with my shoulder and tendonitis,
plus the velocity of my fastball dropped,” he
said.  Makwinski said in his senior year, he
didn’t have the velocity (92 MPH) that he
used to have.

He faced former Yankee catcher, Rick
Cerone, who played for Seton Hall U., and
Cerone went 2-for-5 with a homer off of
“Mak.”  He also played against Denny Wall-
ing who went on to play for the Houston
Astros.  In basketball, he went toe-to-toe
against future NBA stars, Paul Mokeski,
and Darnell Valentine.

Makwinski averaged 13 points a game
as a freshman, and then was converted into
a point guard as a soph.  “That was a big

Steve Makwinski
continued from page 31

adjustment.  After sophomore year, my in-
terest turned to baseball”, he said.

During his sophomore year at FDU, he
recalled the time he pitched at Yankee Sta-
dium.  “I was asked by the Yankees to go up
and pitch batting practice to Ron Blomberg
and Elliot Maddox, who were injured for a
period of time.  I took Wayne and Ray
Kreiger with me.  Ray was much younger,
and was in his glory.  He still mentions it to
this day.  Blomberg was a “hitting ma-
chine.”  Ironically, Maddox spoke my se-
nior year at Sayreville High about educa-
tion, and after that it made my decision
easier.  At Yankee Stadium, I talked to him
about it, and he said you did the right thing.”

While at FDU, Steve also became
friends with the university’s Sports Infor-
mation Director, Jay Horwitz, who is cur-
rently the New York Mets’ popular Vice
President, Media Relations.  “He is a great
guy.  I was ecstatic when he got the position
with the Mets.  He’s been there a long time,”
said Makwinski.

A standout softball player in the 1980’s
for the Lions Den and many other local
clubs,

he played for legendary coach, Sonny
Sabine.   Steve said that two of the best
Sayreville-South Amboy players he had ever
faced were Gary Lange, “A great softball
player,” and Steve Toth, “phenomenal.”

Steve has been coaching high school
sports since 1985 when he was assistant
varsity basketball coach at Metuchen, under
St. Mary’s HS Hall-of-Famer, Jack Kreiger.
He then became an assistant coach for 2
years at Hoffman HS under the legendary
girls basketball coach, Reggie Carney.  “It
was the best move I ever made.  I learned a
lot from him.  He is the best coach in every
phase of the game.  He is honest with the
players, assesses them correctly, his time
commitment surpasses anyone, condition-
ing, he takes kids to summer camps and
helps them improve, and works hard on

fundamentals.  He is top-notch, the best
coach I’ve ever been associated with, in-
cluding all the coaches that I’ve had,” stated
Makwinski.

He has also coached basketball and or
baseball at St. Joe’s, JFK, and currently
Piscataway, where he’s been the assistant
varsity basketball coach.  This season, he
will be serving as a scout for the Chiefs.

Steve loves coaching, and said that what
he enjoys most is “When I’m able to see a
kid progress from an early stage to an end
stage.  I’ve been fortunate enough to be
around some very good athletes and at St.
Joeph’s, there was Jayson Williams, Nicky
Cerillo who was drafted, and Kevin Mulvey
(Recently the Mets’ #1 Draft Choice) who
went to St. Joe’s his freshman year, and at
the time was brought up to the jayvees.  I
always told him he was going to be an
excellent pitcher.  He had nice, smooth
mechanics and a good live arm.  I knew he’d
get bigger and stronger.  He transferred to
Bishop Ahr, and wasn’t a bad basketball
player either,” he said.

Makwinski doesn’t forget his roots, or
those who helped him along the way.  He
said that, “I have to give thanks to my
parents Steve Sr. and Shirley Makwinski,
and my late Aunt Irene for all the sacrifices
they made, and also my family for all of their
sacrifices that allow me to still remain in the
coaching field.”

In the future, he hopes his son gets
involved in sports, and he plans on watching
his career and trying to help him develop as
a player.  Steve has always had a keen eye for
talent, and hopes someday he could get,
“Some type of scouting position.  I think I
have a natural gift of evaluating talent.”

“Mak” hopes to be remembered as
“Someone who gave back as much as I was
able to have received.  That’s why I got back
into coaching.”  While coaching baseball at
St. Joe’s, he had 5 players on the team who

lived in Sayreville.  Steve said that, “I was
fortunate to have people in South Amboy
and Sayreville that cared, and pointed me in
the right direction.  I’ve had some difficult
times in life, but overcame them, and now
it’s time to give back.”

Currently residing in Colonia, Steve
and his wife Sue have two children, Stephen
11, and Kara 10.   He works for White Rose
Grocery in Carteret, one of the largest gro-
cery distributors in the area, and is an assis-
tant warehouse manager.  He also handles
insurance inspections on the side, in addi-
tion to his coaching duties.  Steve Makwinski
is truly a top-notch, first-class act all the
way!

St. Mary’s Concert
Series

On Sunday October 22, at 4PM, Music
at St. Mary’s Concert Series proudly pre-
sents organist and music director from the
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark,
John J. Miller.  John will be performing
works by Bach, Mendelssohn, Vierne,
Boellman and Hakim on St. Mary’s trea-
sured 1883 Jardine and Sons pipe organ. Mr.
Miller is a graduate of Duquesne University
and Westminster Choir College, and the
recipient of the prestigious Pastoral Musi-
cian of the Year Award by the National
Association of Pastoral Musicians. Don’t
miss what is sure to be a spectacular event.
St. Mary’s Church, Augusta Street, South
Amboy at 4PM. The concert is free and open
to the public; however a $10 suggested
donation is greatly appreciated. For more
information please call (732)721-0179.

This program has been made possible
in part by funds from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts/Department of State, a
Partner Agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts; through a grant provided by the
Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage
Commission/Board of Chosen Freeholders.
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KISSonline Profiles Mortimer Snerd!
By Bernie Hogya

When Ken Sharp (Official KISS histo-
rian) told me that my high school rock band
might have been the first KISS tribute band,
it was certainly something I had never con-
sidered before. But it looks like he may have
been correct!

A story about Mortimer Snerd’s 1975
KISS tribute show at Sayreville Junior High
School appeared in last month’s issue of The
South Amboy/Sayreville Times. Ken sent
the story to KISSonline. They forwarded it
to KISS band member Paul Stanley. Amaz-
ingly, Paul Stanley dug the story! I’m guess-
ing he got a kick out of our homemade
costumes and grass roots sincerity. We even
built our own smoke machine for the gig!
The KISS tribute band circuit is so serious
right now, that bands spend a fortune buying
costumes, sets and instruments to sound and
look like KISS. We were a group of teenag-
ers who happened to add a bunch of KISS
songs to our set list before anyone thought
the classic rock band was cool. Who would
have guessed that some 30 odd years later
we’d get the very attention of the band
themselves, as well as their legion of fans?

So what happened as a result of all of
this attention? Incredible as it sounds, the
story of Mortimer Snerd’s first KISS tribute
show was featured on the home page of the
official KISS website,

www.KISSonline.com, with a link to the
full story! As a result, our band’s web site,
www.mortimersnerdtheband.com, received
thousands of hits from KISS fans looking to
read more about the local South Amboy/
Sayreville band that donned KISS makeup
and costumes for the first time!

But there’s even more! KISS websites
around the world picked up the story and
within days, KISS fans from Italy, the Neth-
erlands and even Russia were reading about
Mortimer Snerd and our show at the
Sayreville Junior High School. One Russian
KISS fan who runs a website in that country
asked each of the band members to write a
personal message to KISS fans in his coun-
try. Go to www.mortimersnerdtheband.com
to read our response to his request (along
with our hopes for world peace).

Thanks to my longtime friend and
former band mate Larry Bogush for coming
up with the crazy idea that our high school
band deserved a web site, and former roadie
(now professional photographer) Brian
Stratton for getting the story in the South
Amboy/Sayreville Times, and former band
member Tom Zebro for looking so much
like Paul Stanley and Mark Merriman for
accidentally ingesting that fake blood!

I guess the only thing left for us to do is
a reunion!

Confessions Of A Half-Court
Basketball Player Part 9: The Firemen

It would be totally remiss to talk about
growing up in the 50’s and 60’s in South
Amboy and not talk about the tremendous
positive effect that the volunteer firemen in
town had on us individually and collec-
tively.

Since just about every one of the kids in
my neighborhood had some member of his
family or extended family in one of the fire
companies, that meant that just by osmosis
we were already a part of the volunteer
fireman culture of the town, involved in
fires, false alarms, meetings, ladies auxil-
iary’ tricky trays, fifty-fifties, agreements,
and disagreements of the fire companies;
happily, that also included the exciting pa-
rades, carnivals, softball games, and espe-
cially great fire company picnics that were
held every summer down the revered water
works park, drinking obscene amounts of
birch beer and watching grown men you
knew as neighbors and Mature Adults al-
most coming to blows over a heated game of
bocce ball.

However, as rich as that association of
being part of the fire company life was in
general, nothing was more enjoyable spe-
cifically than being on a Little League base-
ball team sponsored by one of the fire com-
panies. My bother and I were on the Protec-
tion fire company team in the first year of the
existence of the Little League, when the
games were played down at St Mary’s field
right in the middle of town. For the three
years we were on the team our coaches were
Muzzy Muzzalino, Jerry Connors, Bobby
Munck, and Marty Keyes, and each one of
them gave us something of themselves to

make us better baseball players and better
people. The Little League experience itself
was so enriching, intense, educational, and
rewarding that that has to be left to a differ-
ent time since talking about it briefly in this
article would not do it justice.

Of course, it wasn’t only fire compa-
nies that sponsored teams and gave excel-
lent instruction and example to the other
players, but just imagine what it was like on
a Memorial Day in those days. Up early,  put
on your uniform, hustle up to South Pine
Avenue by the  Christ Church cemetery,
step off smartly in the Memorial Day pa-
rade, proudly  march through town in your
Little League uniform, pause at the War
Memorial at Broadway and John Street for
the firing of the rifles by the honor guard,
and finally congregating back at the firehouse
for a long afternoon of wolfing down hot
dogs, emptying keg after keg of Stanley’s
root beer, taking wind blown  rides through
town on top of the fire truck, once back,
sneaking in the firehouse to ring the bell or
press down the siren on the fire truck, and
run from the fireman who laughingly chased
us away. What a beautiful kid day!

So, this is just a thank you note to those
fireman and all the fire rescue people today
who not only labor for the safety and well
being of all the people in town, but who find
enough time to spend with the young people
who need them.  I know that now as well as
then these same things are happening for the
youngsters in town, but it doesn’t hurt to
take a step back, remember, and enjoy.

The Ghost

REMEMBER TO VOTE
NOVEMBER 7TH
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