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Blizzard on Broadway 2006!  Station Square on Broadway in South Amboy is shown
covered in snow on Sunday February 12th.  It was amazing how all the snow had melted by
the following Sunday!   (Photo by Brian Stratton)

St. Patrick’s Day
Parade-March 11

The South Amboy Irish-American As-
sociation will hold its annual St. Patrick’s
Day Parade on Saturday, March 11, starting
at 2 p.m.  22 marching bands are scheduled
to participate, along with 12 floats and count-
less marching groups.  The committee in
cooperation with the South Amboy Police
Dept. would like to remind everyone that
there are no open alcoholic containers per-
mitted the day of the parade.

Retired South Amboy Police Chief, Leo
McCabe is the Grand Marshal.  The Deputy
Grand Marshal is Claire Noble, a long-time
resident, who is very active in the commu-
nity.

World famous baseball hero and South
Amboy native, Jack McKeon, who man-
aged the Florida Marlins to the World Series
Championship in 2003 over the New York
Yankees, will return from Spring Training
at Jupiter, Florida, and serve as Honorary
Grand Marshal.  The Association will also
honor South Amboy’s Anna Mae O’Connor.

4 Vie For National
Lead Site

Four builders made their plans and
presentations known at a Sayreville Eco-
nomic Redevelopment Agency (SERA)
meeting, witnessed by over 300 residents
and officials.  The meeting was held at the
Senior Center in order to accommodate the
large crowd.

The builders each had a half hour, and
afterwards, a question-and-answer exchange
took place.

Companies vying for the 400 plus acres
include: V. Paulius & Associates, of
Allendale; The Spector Group, of North
Hills, NY; LNR Property Corp., of Quincy,
MA; Forest City Enterprises, of Cleveland,
OH.

Three of the four proposals included
minor league baseball stadiums and also
residential construction.  V. Paulius did not
propose residential or building a pro base-
ball ballpark.

The Spector Group was the only firm to
mention how many units they would include
in residential, estimating that it could be up
to 20,000 units.

The Borough is required to select a
redeveloper by the end of March.

Henry Dies At 83
Former South Amboy Councilman,

Fred Henry, 83, died on January 22.  A
lifetime South Amboy resident, he served
the city of South Amboy from 1960-1970 by
being elected as Second Ward Councilman,
and later as Councilman-At-Large.  He was
selected and served as Council President in
1968.

He was a member of the legendary
Hoffman High School’s basketball state
champions of 1939.  Henry worked for Penn-
sylvania Railroad Company, and Johnson

and Johnson, from
which he retired in
1985 after 31 years.
His hobbies included
reading and garden-
ing, and he enjoyed
discussing politics.

Fred Henry was
a quiet man, who led
by example, which
was always excel-
lent.  He will be
missed, but always

remembered for his dedication and commit-
ment to the City of South Amboy.

Surviving are his wife of 58 years, Ann
Lynn Henry; daughter Sister of Mercy Carol
Ann Henry of Neptune; son Fred Henry and
wife Linda of South Amboy; son Bill and
wife Noreen of Sayreville; daughter Lynn
Ann and her husband Gary Sikora of
Rumson; and a total of 9 grandchildren.

Blizzard Paralyzes Area
By Steve Schmid

The mild January weather flip flopped
as a raging blizzard hit the area with a heavy
blanket of white during the weekend of Feb.
11-12.  The storm was accompanied by
strong gusty winds and claps of thunder and
lightning during the overnight hours.  Ap-
proximately 20 inches of snow fell on South
Amboy and Sayreville, forcing the closing
of schools and other community activities.
The winter storm hit New York City even
harder, as a record 26.9 inches of snow fell
on Central Park, breaking the old record of
Dec. 26, 1947.

Road crews had great difficulty keep-

ing the streets open when 2-3 inches of snow
an hour fell during the height of the storm.
Fortunately, the snowstorm hit over the
weekend, so most people could simply sleep
late and not venture to work.  The snow was
great for school children, snow plow opera-
tors, skiers, sledders, and snowboarders.
The storm was a classic nor’easter gener-
ated by low pressure in the southern Gulf
Stream moving northeast.  The heavy snow
came when warm counter clockwise winds
collided with cold air from a strong Cana-
dian high pressure system.

Joe Bartlinski (l) of South Amboy High School releases a jump shot against Dunellen to score
his 1000th career point.  Vincente Rosario (r) of Cardinal McCarrick High School connects
for a three pointer against Bishop Arh for his 1000th career point.  (Photos by Brian Stratton)

Bartlinski, Rosario
Score 1,000th

By Tom Burkard
South Amboy High’s Joe Bartlinski,

joined the elite 1,000 Point Club against a
strong Dunellen Destroyers team.
Bartlinski’s historical moment came when
he connected on a turnaround baseline
jumper with 4:10 left in the game, in which
Dunellen prevailed, 75-65.  He finished the
game with 19 points.

Cardinal McCarrick High’s Vincente
Rosario became the 6th player in St. Mary’s/
Cardinal McCarrick history to score 1,000
points.  He scored his milestone point against
Bishop Ahr, on a 3-pointer from the left
corner with 0:54 left in the third quarter. The
Trojans won 76-65 despite 29 points from
Rosario.

Bartlinski and Rosario join South
Amboy’s Brian Seres, who scored his 1,000th
point last month.  Congratulations to all!

Rosado Chosen
The South Amboy City Council re-

cently appointed Melvin Rosado to the Re-
development Agency.  His term will expire
on June 30, 2007.

Mayor John T. O’Leary, City Council members, Superintendent of Schools, Board of
Education, faculty and students of South Amboy High School were on hand for  the
groundbreaking  ceremony at the future site of the city’s tennis complex located at the former
Zdanewicz Park on 6th Street.  O’Leary said, “This is just another example of how
redevelopment projects in the City of South Amboy can extend far from the area itself,
bringing recreational benefits to the general public.  In particular, these projects will provide
an additional benefit to our local public school system.”  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Drwal Switches To
Dems

Borough of Sayreville Councilman,
Stanley Drwal, announced that he was chang-
ing his affiliation from the Republican Party
to become a Democrat.  “I have always
considered myself a man of action.  I look
forward to joining the Democrats, who not
only have a long term vision for the town,
but also have a plan to put that vision into
action,” he stated.

Sayreville Democratic Chairman, As-
semblyman John S. Wisniewski said that,
“Councilman Drwal has always governed
with the best interest of the people of
Sayreville as his primary focus.  His work at
the Capik Nature Preserve and with the
Sayreville Conservation Corps as well as his
thoughtful commentary at Borough Council
meetings clearly shows him to be a man of
action.  I am very pleased that he has chosen
to join the Democrats in moving Sayreville
forward.”

  The Drwal switch now gives the Demo-
crats a 5-1 control of the Borough Council.

Happy
St. Patrick’s
Day



2   February 25, 2006 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

SOUTH AMBOY
SAYREVILLE TIMES

P.O. BOX 3027 • SOUTH AMBOY N.J. 08879

Tel. 732-727-0398
email:  satimes@aol.com

Publisher
Tom Burkard

Associate Publisher
Brian Stratton

Feature Writers
Elaine Holton Scott
Virginia Stillwagon

Teo Weber
Ruth Connors

Dr. Jorge L. Gonzalez-Gomez
Phil Rainone

Clem Skarzynski
Dr. John Misiewicz

Bill McAndrew
Lenn Ambroziak

Steve Schmid
Michael J. Elson

Terry Jankowski Kelly
Poet Laureate

Albert Gomolka Jr.
Opinions and comments in printed articles do not necessarily reflect

the opinion of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times, c. 1991.
This newspaper will not be liable for errors appearing in the editorial

copy or advertising beyond the cost of space occupied by error.

South Amboy Police Officers, Dave Keegan (l) and Matt Barcheski (r), examine two new
Defibtech Life Line Auto External Defibrillator (A.E.D.’s), which the department received as
a grant from the State of New Jersey.  With the addition of these new units, the department
now has five, which are kept in patrol units.  All SAPD officers are trained in CPR and A.E.D.’s
each year.  Also provided was a trainer unit that assists in making the sessions more realistic.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Wickley Retired From Air Force
Former Melrose resident, Robert “Bob”

Wickley is retired after 26 years with the
U.S. Air Force.  During that time, he carved
out a brilliant career in photography.  He
was a photographer for 3 years for “Stars
and Stripes” military magazine, and won a
bronze medal for his pictures in Viet Nam,
as well as the Distinguished Flying Cross
Medal for flying.  He is the son of Stan and
Rose Wickley.  Congratulations, Bob!
Ring May Be Claimed

The St. Mary’s High School ring, found
by Ron Sturgis of South Amboy could pos-
sibly be returned to its rightful owner.  Terry
O’Keefe, Class of ’81, now residing in
Florida, heard about the story in The SA
Times, and contacted Sturgis, saying she
will be up here in June, and possibly claim
the ring.   Another satisfied reader!
In Memoriam

Ivalou Detlefsen Hacik, 46, formerly of
South Amboy died on Jan. 9.  A ’77 St.
Mary’s HS grad, she worked in agricultural
research at the Institute of Food & Agricul-
tural Sciences at the University of Florida.
Edwin Zuczek, 71, formerly of Sayreville
died on Jan. 13.  He owned E-Z Plumbing &
Heating in Sayreville for 40 years.  Carnesica
“Connie” Earle, 76, of Morgan died on Jan.
16.  She was a founding member and corre-
sponding secretary for 8 years for the
Sayreville Association For Brain Injured
Children.  William Primka, 73, formerly of
South Amboy died on Jan. 17.  He was a
paratrooper for the 187th Airborne Division
in the Korean War.  He later became a
skilled wood carver.  “Ted” Render, 81, of
South Amboy died on Jan. 18.  He was a
hard-working painter, employed by the
Harvey Brothers for many years in South
Amboy.  Andrew Tanchyk, 79, of South
Amboy died on Jan. 18.  He was an Optician
for 50 years, and had one of the first Optical
licenses issued by the State of New Jersey.
Joe Vigilante, 52, of South Amboy died on

Jan. 19.  He was a baseball coach for the
South Amboy Little Fellas League and also
the Babe Ruth League.  “Vig” was also a
charter boat captain.  He was a fine athlete
and good teammate of mine on the ’66
Mechanicsville Fire Co. Babe Ruth champi-
ons, and also on the St. Mary’s C.Y.O.
basketball team in 1968-69.  Julia Toth, 93,
of South Amboy died on Jan. 19.  She was a
kind lady, and very active in the community
of Perth Amboy, where she resided for most
of her life.  Claire Armstrong, 80, of Parlin
died on Jan. 20.  She worked in the education
field her entire life, serving as a teacher and
later vice principal in the Newark schools
system.  She was principal at St. Mary’s
Elementary School in South Amboy from
1989-91.  She was one terrific person, and I
was truly honored to know her.  Michael
“Mickey” Powell, 56, formerly of South
Amboy died on Jan. 22.  He was a well-liked
and respected letter carrier for the South
Amboy Post Office for the past 38 years.
William “Bill” Simanek, 87, of Parlin died
on Feb. 1.  He was a standout baseball player
in the 1940’s, and an avid reader/subscriber
of The SA Times.  Harry Wilson, 81, of
Parlin died on Feb. 1.  He was one of the
founders of the Madison Park Little League.
Alice McLaughlin, 86, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 1.  She was an election
inspector for many years in SA.  William
Moglia, 78, formerly of South Amboy died
on Feb. 6.  He was active in many veterans
organizations and fraternal groups.  Robert
Eginton, Sr., 78 of Parlin died on Feb. 9.  He
was a great guy who helped out with our
English Chevron Little Fellas team in ’63.
Joan Carroll, 85, of South Amboy died on
Feb. 13.  She was a nurse in the U.S. Navy
in World War II, and also a good neighbor.
Gene Sprague, 79, of South Amboy died on
Feb. 17.  He was a World War II veteran,
who served in the U.S. Navy.  Gene was a
great guy loved by all, and a terrific brother-
in-law.

They will always be remembered!

On a recent trip to the Yogi Berra Museum & Learning Center at Montclair, former New York
Yankee, Allie Clark (l) of South Amboy and Gene O’Toole (r) also of South Amboy visit with
Yogi’s son Dale Berra (c), also a former Yankee.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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    Business of the Month  
Talkin’ Heads

The talented and fun loving staff of Talkin’ Heads.  Pictured: Back row (l-r) Fallon,
Jenn, Lauren and Barbara.  Front row: (l-r) Laura, Patty Leppig (Owner) and Patty G.

Salon owner Patty Leppig opened
Talkin’ Heads seven years ago and has
been a mainstay on Broadway in South
Amboy ever since.  A full service unisex
hair salon, Talkin’ Heads specializes in
hair care for women, men and children.
They are a Concept Aveda Salon and
use Aveda Hair Care, Skin Care and
Make Up products exclusively.

The staff at Talkin’ Heads con-
stantly strives to continue their educa-
tion related to their field.  This ensures
that they are able to offer their clients the
latest in styling techniques as well as the
latest products like chemical hair
straightening.

Specializing in all phases of wax-
ing, hair coloring, hair styling and make

up,  Talkin’ Heads can also help you
achieve that unique look for your big
event.

The staff will work with you and
your idea’s using their talents and cre-
ativity to make them a reality.  Whether
you are getting ready for your Wedding,
Prom or any other special occasion you
owe it to yourself to let Talkin’ Heads
help you look your best!

So, if you are looking for a newly
renovated salon that offers the most up
to date styles as well as a very relaxed
and fun atmosphere then stop into Talkin’
Heads. They are conveniently located at
122 South Broadway in South Amboy,
or call 732-721-7060 for an appoint-
ment.

Piekarski Dies
Henry “Hank” Piekarski, 69, of

Sayreville died on Feb. 12.  He worked as a
police officer for the Borough of Sayreville
for 30, and retired as a Captain in 1993.  He
was highly-respected throughout the local
area.

S.A.F.A. 4th Quarter, Year Reports
Capt. Chris Mader of the South Amboy

First Aid has issued the following report for
the 4th Quarter of 2005: The Squad an-
swered a total of 274 calls; 184 emergen-
cies, 11 transports, 12 fire, 19 community
service and 19 mutual aid.  High members
for the quarter were: Betty Leveille 131;
William Parsons 76; Rob Sekerak 70; Chris
Mader 67; Thomas Parsons 60; Mike
McCabe (Associate) 48 and Mike Pappas
(Cadet) 130.

For the year of 2005, the Squad an-
swered a total of 1,014 calls: 739 emergen-
cies, 39 transports, 59 fire, 71 community
service and 71 mutual aid.  High members
for 2005 were: Betty Leveille 518; Chris
Mader 410; John Kelly 329; Jim Ryan 317;

Thomas Parsons 302 Edward Campbell
(Associate) 195 and Mike Pappas (Cadet)
512.

The Squad welcomes new members A.
Dworak and S. Stevens (Probationary).

AC Trip
St. Stan’s Rosary Alter Society is spon-

soring a  Bus Trip to Showboat Hotel &
Casino in Atlantic City onSaturday March
25th, 2006. Departure: 10:00 AM Sharp!
Return: 8:00 PM, Donation: $18.00. You
will receive $15.00 in cash and $5.00 Food
Voucher.  Our stay there will be 6 hours,
sorry there will be no refunds if you miss the
bus!!! Please call for reservations: Connie –
732-651-6391, Yvonne – 732-257-4634,
Church Office – 732-254-0212. All pay-
ments are due by March 10th. Checks should
be made payable to St. Stan’s Rosary Altar
Society C/o St. Stan’s Church, 225
MacArthur Avenue,Sayreville, NJ  08872.
Attn: Connie Modzelewski
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Yearbook-St. Mary Regional HS 1996
By Tom Burkard

St. Mary’s High School’s Class of 1996
was very special in the sense that it was the
100th graduating class in the history of the
school. . .

John Gloss was principal, and some of
his fine faculty staff included: Sister Kateri
Hawley, Sister Anastasia Maher, Elaine
Cunningham, Paul Lynch, Charlotte Kierst,
Cele Sisti, Kevin Toth, Mary Beth Woolf. .
-

When school began in early September
’95, for the seniors, “You Are Not Alone”
by Michael Jackson topped the airwaves. .
.While at St. Mary’s, the following Class of
’96 members were hard at work, preparing
for their future: Jason Arboreen, Melissa
Balut, James Britting, Kristen Bruschi,
Heather Budsock, Jacqueline Campo, Lori
Carhart, Brian Chang, Roshanda Coppedge,
Thomas Coppola, Zeneida Cruz, Nicholas
Curcy, Joseph Demeraski, Theodore Diaz,
Gina DiBernardo, Deborah Rojewski,
Tracey Dodge, Jason Dombrowski (Terrific
guy), Arianne Dowd, Michael Dunn, Diane
Eldred, Carla Carla, Darren Esposito,
Yvonne Fisher, Julie Gallagher, Jose
Gamboa, Megan Gastgaber, Daniel Geist,
Katie Hebron, Andrea Hado, Donna Hill,
Kris Kmiec, Cynthia Kociban, Gregory
Kurilla, Gabriel Lotesto, Michael McGrane,
Lisa Meyers (Columnist for SA Times),
Maureen Murphy, Angelina Petrella, Joan
Rivers, Emmanuel Rosales, Michael Sabo,
Ann Marie Schroll, Christopher Skok, An-
thony Sparno, Mark Stolte, Adam Szabunia,
Bryan Szraga, March Szuba, Megan
Tengelics, Christina Teator, Rasool Tho-
mas, Susan Vanek, Lance Venta, Alyssa
Vona, Jill Wagner, Claudia Was, Theresa
Wertz, Roxanne Wright. . .

Activities were plentiful at the Augusta
St. school, and the students were kept very
busy with events such as: The Haunted
Hayride; Halloween Happening; “Hot Chili”
Cook-Off; Paintball; Christmas Ball and
also Rosary Day. . .

Some of the fabulous nicknames for the
96ers were: Bubbles, Pinhead, Boo Boo,
Cuervo, Chronic, Shorty, Astronaut, Cinchy,

Gorilla, Lucky, Moe, Horus, Tap, Spanky,
Yoda, Blondie. . .

Most of the varsity sports teams were
excellent and put up impressive winning
records.  The boys soccer club, and girls
softball team won Gold Division champion-
ships. . .

The super senior athletes included:
Lynette Aucone, Lisa Boriello, Ryan Davis,
Michael Freeman, Elizabeth Gonzales,
Michael Haughey, Jesse Holovacko (Who
went on to become the youngest Vice-Prin-
cipal in St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick his-
tory), Tom Jankowski, Lisa Leonardo,
Michael May, Leo McCabe, Robert
McDonough, Heather McGinley, Brian
Meszaros, Thomas Nadratowski Jr., Caryn
Neuvirth, Patrick O’Connor, Marie Pagano,
Todd Pasley, Tapan Patel, Gene Pompliano,
Fred Puglisi, Amy Reina, Peter Tsilimidos,
Ella Yung. . .

There were 84 graduates in the Class,
and at graduation time, “The Crossroads”
by Bones thugs-n-harmony was the #1 song
in the nation.  St. Mary Regional HS Class of
’96 certainly was on the road to making the
world a better place. . .

Trail of Trials
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate • c. 1995
Life is a trail of trials
“We” by nature
Do not envision trials as having value
But trials are “our” way-to-means
It is in the way “we” handle trials
Not letting trials rule “us”
Attitude, vision, and expression with these
trials
That “we” all will experience
Purifies “our” spirit
Which enhances “our” light
Or darkens “our” souls
Storms will always be brewing
Battles are impending
The devil will always attack
Trials, trials, trials
Pray ‘til one trial is over
And look forward to living for a new one
Until “our” trail of trials has ended
At heaven.

Blood Drive-Feb. 26
Sacred Heart Council of Catholic

Women, in conjunction with the New Jersey
Blood Services will sponsor a “Blood Drive”
on Sun., Feb. 26 from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in
the Sacred Heart School Cafeteria, located
on Cedar St. and Washington Ave., South
Amboy.  Platelet machines will be available
for those wishing to donate.  An appoint-
ment may be made by calling 732-721-
7764.  A bake sale will also be taking place,
and all proceeds will go the Rachel House.

SERA To Expand
The Borough of Sayreville Council

voted 4-1 to expand the Sayreville Eco-
nomic Redevelopment Agency.  The vote
allows the addition of two Council members
to SERA, and increases the total of commis-
sioners from seven to nine.

1. In 1993, he was elected president of
the Borough Council in Sayreville?  a.Ken
Olchaskey b.John Pascucci c.James Zagata

2. This person did not win one of two
available seats on the South Amboy Board
of Education in 1977?  a.Greg Havlusch
b.Richard O’Brien c.Judith Warn

3. In ’57, St. Mary’s High School held
its last dance of the year at Sacred Heart
Hall.  What was the theme?  a.Spring Flow-
ers b.Hopes & Dreams c.Freshmen Frolic

4.
This Smorgasbord Restaurant was lo-

cated in Morgan on Rt. 35 North in ’93?
a.Ming A Ling b.Spanish Festival c.Uncle
Lai’s

5. In 1984, this business was located at
the Foodtown Shopping Center on Rt. 9,
Sayreville?  a.George’s Chicken Tonight
b.Mick’s Chick & Ribs c.Chicken & More

6. In ’93, the South Amboy Superinten-
dent of Schools was?  a.Robert Bloodgood
b.Dr. Anthony Novembre c.Dr. Albert
Schnitzer

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

7. The president of the Sayreville Lions
Club in 1979? a.Michael Kaluzny b.Robert
Butchko c.George Esty

8. President of the South Amboy His-
torical Society in ’75?  a.Alice Kupper-
Orriols b.Bill Marshall c.Joseph R.
Wojciechowski

9. This hardware store was located at
the Sayreville Shopping Center on Rt. 9,
South in 1973?  a.Sayreville Hardware
b.Center Hardware c. Servistar Hardware

10. This appliance store was located at
101 South Broadway, South Amboy in ’91?
a.All-Star Appliance  b.Major Appliance
Network c.High Grade Appliances

11. In 1983, this bar/restaurant was
located on Thomas St. in Sayreville?
a.Swanee’s  b.Spezzi’s c.Krainski’s

12. The deacon of St. Mary’s Church in
’76?  a.John Czahur b. Martin Koy c.Steve
Laikowski

Answers
1b 2a 3c 4c 5a 6b 7b 8a 9b 10b 11c 12a.
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Three Generations-Cardinal McCarrick High School has three generations of outstanding
educators working as colleagues.  (l-r) Kevin Burns, Jeanne Polinski, and Cindy Burns.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Three Generations Of Educators
By Tom Burkard

At one time or another, you have prob-
ably heard the expression, “It’s like family.”
Well at Cardinal McCarrick High School, it
really is “family.”  Three generations as a
matter of fact.  Assistant Principal for Aca-
demics, Jeanne Polinski has the rare distinc-
tion of working with colleagues, Cindy
Burns, who is her daughter, and Kevin Burns,
her grandson.  Cindy is the Director of
Enrollment, and Kevin is in his first year as
a Mathematics teacher.

Jeanne Polinski has had a long and
highly successful career as a student and
later as an educator at St. Mary’s/Cardinal
McCarrick Schools.  As a youngster and
teenager, Jeanne (Menk) attended St. Mary’s
Grammar School, and graduated from St.
Mary’s High School in 1951.  She was
always an excellent student, and after she
married and had children, decided to go to
work, and chose the teaching field.  She
went on to graduate from Seton Hall Univer-
sity with a Bachelors in Education degree,
and then furthered her education at Seton
Hall, by earning a Masters in Student Per-
sonnel Services.

Mrs. Polinski started teaching in 1960
at St. Mary’s Grammar School, where she
remained for 8 years.  She initially taught
third and fourth grades, and over her last 4
years, was the Mathematics teacher for 7th
and 8th grades.  She recalled her very first
day, saying, “Even though they were only
third graders, I was more nervous than they
were.  There were a lot of sisters there at that
time, and they were very helpful and sup-
portive.”  She once selected a very shy and
average student to be one of the first  leaders
for a Math drill, which the class did each
day.  Her kindness and insightfulness helped
the youngster gain more confidence.  I should
know, because it was me.  Thank you for
noticing, Mrs. Polinski!

The outstanding teacher noted that,
“There were 62 students in a class back then,
and it was difficult to have all that prepara-
tion and those papers.  At that time, we had
parents support for everything, and there
were no serious discipline problems.  Sister
Cleophas was the principal, and she taught
me in high school.  Then, Sister Beata fol-
lowed her.”

Polinski had a brief teaching stint at
Sayreville Middle School from 1968-69,
but missed working in the Catholic educa-
tional field, and returned to St. Mary’s High
School in 1969, and was the Director of
Guidance for 31 years.  She is currently the
Assistant Principal for Academics, a post
she has held for 5 years.  “I thought I’d retire
early, but just kept going,” she said.

When asked to compare the role of
guidance counselor and teacher, she said
that, “They are very comparable, because
guidance counselors are really teachers, but
they’re one-on-one teachers.  They teach
students to lead their lives better, solve prob-
lems, plan for the future, know themselves
better, etc.  It’s very much like a teacher, and
I really enjoy being a guidance counselor.”

Mrs. Polinski has been an extremely
successful guidance counselor, indeed.  In
1989, she was selected the “Outstanding
Counselor of the County” by the Middlesex
Guidance Council; in 2001 she

won a “Lifetime Achievement Award”
from St. Mary’s High School; in 2002, she
was honored with a “Lifetime Achievement
Award” from the Middlesex County Guid-
ance Council.

She has held the office of president for
the St. Mary’s Parish Council, and also the
Middlesex County Guidance Council.

Jeanne said that her greatest accom-
plishments as an educator have been “The
day to day success of meeting with students,
and now working with teachers.  I enjoy
what I do so immensely.”

She is most proud of “My family and
the success they’ve had.  Also being a mem-
ber of St. Mary’s community for 44 years.
Polinski is also proud that St. Mary’s/Cardi-
nal McCarrick High School still has an
outstanding faculty, excellent academic pro-
gram, strong spiritual values, and successful
athletic and activities programs that we have
had during all of my years.”

What does she enjoy most about her
career?  “The one-on-one working with
people, especially when I can help them
with a problem or an answer to a question, or
whatever it might be.”

How does she enjoy working with her
daughter and grandson?  “It’s exciting and
I’m very proud of their success. I’m very
happy to interact with them on the faculty
everyday.  It’s a rare privilege that not a lot
of people have, and I’m glad I have that
opportunity.”

Surprisingly, Polinski does not see any
differences in the students today from the
ones she taught in 1960.  “The students are
still the same, genuine, honest and hard-
working.  Generally, students are good stu-
dents and good people.”

She recalled some students from her
fourth grade class including “Pete Kenny,
Patrick McCarthy, Jerry Garnett, Jerry
Prusakowski, Michael Conway and Joe
Wallis.”

In addition she remembered other St.
Mary’s Grammar School teachers who

“Were great friends,” including Mickey
Kurtz, Leah O’Brien, and Jane Wortley.

Traveling is her favorite hobby, and she
has been all over Europe, Canada, Mexico,
most islands, Hawaii (3 times), Australia
and New Zealand.  Ireland is her favorite of
all, and she has visited the country 5 times.
“I love Ireland, the country, people and
spirit.”  Jeanne also enjoyed Italy, “Espe-
cially Venice on the gondola rides.”  She
said that, “Vienna is so musical, and Sydney,
Australia’s harbor and opera house make it
one of the most magnificent cities in the
world.”  Polinski encourages people to “Start
traveling when you’re young, because when
you’re older and retire, it’s not as easy to
travel to Europe or Australia, because they’re
harder trips.”

What’s in the future for Jeanne Polinski?
“My hope is that the hurts over the name
change will be forgotten, and that all the
alumni and the South Amboy community
will recognize and support the excellent
educational system that Cardinal McCarrick
offers to our town.”  In addition, she is a
Eucharistic Minister for St. Mary Church.

Jeanne has two daughters, Cindy and
Cathy (Who works for Disney in FL).  She
also has 3 grandchildren, and her grandson,
Brian is a police officer at Monroe, and he
and his wife have a new baby boy born on
Feb.10.  Granddaughter Colleen is a nursing
student at Seton Hall University.

Polinski’s daughter, Cindy Burns gradu-
ated from Monmouth University with a de-
gree in Electrical Engineering, and worked
for 15 years at Bell Labs before switching to
the educational field.  She recalled her first
day of teaching at St. Mary’s, “It was very
different to be on the other side of the desk
rather than sitting in an office or lab.”

She said that she has been “Involved as
a moderator, and it is very satisfying.”  Cindy
feels her greatest accomplishment has been
“Getting kids to enjoy Math and Science,
and making use of it in everyday life.”

Burns added that she served as a
cheerleading coach for 7 years, and “Now I
go out to meet the 8th graders before they get
here.”  She mentioned that the best part of
her job is, “Interacting with the students on
a personal level, and going out and promot-
ing the school.”

Cindy says that it’s not much different
for her working with her mother as a col-
league.  “She was here when I was in school.”
Watching her son Kevin teach is “Fun.  He
was always very good in Math.  I think he is
a good teacher.”  She is very proud of her
three children, “Who have all gone through
here, and done very well,” and enjoys hold-
ing and snuggling her first grandchild.  Her
hobbies include reading and traveling.
What’s in Cindy Burns’ future?  I hope to
increase enrollment at Cardinal McCarrick
High School, the best kept secret in
Middlesex County, and also look forward to

the fun of being a grandmother.”
Cindy’s son Kevin got his degree in

Business Management from Ramapo Col-
lege, and had hopes of becoming an actuary.
His love of basketball and working with
youngsters led him to teaching.  “I felt I’d be
better off interacting with kids than sitting
by myself in an office and crunching num-
bers on a computer, or in a sales job.”  An
outstanding basketball player at St. Mary’s,
he is a member of the elite 1000 points
scoring club, and when he graduated, he was
the #2 All-Time scoring leader in the school’s
history.  Kevin really enjoyed his first day of
teaching and said, “It was exciting!  It was
my first real professional job, other than
part-time stuff.  It was great going over
mathematics I had learned as a student, and
now would hopefully pass on to the stu-
dents.”  He is also the freshmen basketball
coach and assistant jayvee and varsity coach.

Kevin said he gets his greatest feeling
of accomplishment when “The students try
to get something out of what I’m teaching,
and it’s enjoyable when they succeed.”

As a first-year teacher, he had no prob-
lems adjusting with his mother and grand-
mother working nearby.  “When I was a
student, they were both working here.  It was
weird then.  Now, it’s great to have them as
colleagues, in case I need any help, assis-
tance or guidance.”  His hobbies are “All
sports.  Basketball year round, and I’ll be
coaching golf in the spring.”  He will con-
tinue his education in the fall at St. Peter’s,
as he pursues a Master’s Degree.  Kevin said
he is most proud of “The Cardinal McCarrick
basketball program.  It’s come a long way in
10 years.  I played for Coach Lewis when he
first started, and now I’m proud to be a part
of the program as a coach.”

Jeanne Polinski, Cindy Burns and Kevin
Burns, are three wonderful people, truly
dedicated to teaching, helping the youth of
today, and literally making the world a much
better place.  Thank you!
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Pictured are members of St. Stanislaus Kostka’s student council with moderators  Mrs.
Hodder (l) and Mrs. Brown (r), holding baskets filled with cleaning supplies for the families
relocated to Perth Amboy from Hurricane Katrina.

Students Help Hurricane Victims

Circus Coming-March 26

Students from St. Stanislaus Kostka
School in Sayreville reached out to help the
families who were relocated to Perth Amboy
from Hurricane Katrina.  Combined efforts
between the student council, religion club
and the 8th grade class helped to organize a
school wide fundraiser for items needed by
the families.  The student council collected
cleaning/laundry supplies, the religion club
collected quarters for laundry money, and
the 8th grade class donated money from a

snack sale.  30 baskets were put together
with the supplies, and a roll of quarters was
placed in each basket.  Inside each basket
was a note that read, “You will always be in
our thoughts and prayers.  May God bless
you.  Love, St. Stanislaus Kostka School.”
The students and teachers with the help of
family members delivered the baskets to the
Delaney Homes relocation center in Perth
Amboy, where they were able to meet some
of the families.

The Yankee Doodle Circus is coming
to town on Sun., March 26 at St. Mary
Elementary School gymnasium.  Show times
are 12:45, 3:15, and 5:30.  Advance ticket
sales are $10 for adult.  Advance tickets
include 2 FREE child admission tickets for
children 12 and under, and are on sale at St.
Mary Elementary School and Foodtown of
South Amboy.

Tickets on the day of the show are $15
for adult and $8 for child.  St. Mary’s El-
ementary School is located at 321 Second
St., South Amboy.  The circus is a benefit for
the Music at St. Mary’s concert series, and is
sponsored by the South Amboy Ancient
Order of Hibernians and St. Mary’s choir.
Bring the whole family and join in the fun!
For more info, call 732-721-1942.
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A History Of St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Grand Marshals

Frank Connolly Association-1976-William “Doc” O’Leary 1977-
Tom O’Brien 1978-Robert Hackett.

The South Amboy Irish-American Association-1979-Frank Connolly
1980-James & Mary Lenahan 1981-Robert J. Hourahan 1982-Allie Clark
1983-David P. Kelly 1984-Alfie O’Connor 1985-Mary Powderly 1986-
William Coman 1987-Joe Crowe 1988-John Potthoff 1989-Edward Wallace
1990-John P. Kenny 1991-Jim Harvey 1992-George Shuler 1993-Neil
Hourahan 1994-Jim “Red” O’Connell 1995-Ginny Tierney-Inman 1996-
Jack McCarthy 1997-William J. McDonnnell 1998-Edward Semoneit 1999-
William J. Tierney 2000-Peter John Kenny 2001-Mayor John T. O’Leary
2002-Jack O’Leary Sr. 2003-Dick Cronin-Joe Noble-Russ Stillwagon 2004-
Geneva Kelly 2005-Jim “Doc” Ryan 2006-Leo McCabe.
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Cub Scout Pack 391, South Amboy, held their annual Pinewood Derby on Friday January
27, 2006.  First Place winner of his Wolf den & First place overall Donald Hoeschele.  First
place winner of his Bear den & Second place overall Jesse Richter.  First place winner of his
Weblo den and Third place overall Zachary Scupp.  A great time was had and all the Cub
Scouts are winners!!

St. Stan’s Fish Fry
On Friday March 3, 2006, St. Stan’s

will hold it 20th Annual HSA Fish Fry from
4:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  Cost of dinner is $10-
$20 at the door.  A 50/50 will be held.

The kitchen will also a la carte items
such as pizza, macaroni and cheese, and
clam chowder.

Please purchase your fish dinners in
advance so that we can order a reasonable
amount of fish. Limited numbers of dinners
sold at the door. Tickets will also be sold at
all Masses beginning February 5 through
February 26, 2006. Tickets are also avail-
able at the Parish Office, 732-254-0212. If
you have any questions, please call Joanne
Gottstine at 732-254-1781.

OLV Golf Outing
The Our Lady of Victories School

Alumni Association will host a fundraising
golf outing, “The OLV Open” on Wed.,
May 10 at the beautiful Pebble Creek Golf
Course in Colts Neck.  Proceeds from this
fundraiser will benefit the school.  The golf
outing is “open” to everyone.

The outing will be a “shotgun start” at
12:30 p.m.  The cost is $110 and includes
the round of golf, cart fees, golf welcome
packet, lunch before the start, BBQ buffet
dinner with beer/wine after the event.
Awards ceremonies and raffles will be held
during the BBQ buffet dinner.  Prizes will
be awarded for the longest drive and clos-
est to the pin (men’s and ladies) and lowest
score (foursome).  A special “Hole-in-One
Challenge” will also be held, with a chance
to win a 2006 Chevrolet Impala.

For more info, or to register, please
contact Lisa Grankowski at 732-266-7444
or Joe Kabara 732-257-4351.  For sponsor-
ship info and rates, contact Pam at the OLV
school development office 732-721-2335.

Sayreville Man Wins
$25,000

Ed DiAngelo recently won $25,000 on
the national TV show, “Who Wants To Be
A Millionaire?”  A 36-year old bachelor,
DiAngelo works as a customer service rep-
resentative.  He said he will use the money
to pay bills, and take a vacation.  Congratu-
lations!
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Obituaries
Armstrong, Claire B. Burns, 80, of Parlin

died on Jan. 20.
Blaha, Matilda A., 83, of South Amboy

died on Jan. 19.
Bodo, Stephen Jr., 59, of South Amboy

died on Feb. 10.
Brodzinski, Alexander E. “Rusty,” 82,

of Parlin died on Feb. 4.
Carroll, Joan T. Nordling, 85, of South

Amboy died on Feb. 13.
Dabrowski, Stella, 82, of Sayreville

died on Jan. 28.
Earle, Carnesica G. “Connie,” 76, of

Morgan died on Jan. 16.
Eginton, Robert Sr., 78, of Parlin died

on Feb. 9.
Eppinger, Marianne Lehman, 68, of

Sayreville died on Feb. 4.
Gaynor, Eleanor J., 76, of Parlin died

on Jan. 25.
Hahn, Dorothy Heimall, 95, formerly

of Sayreville died on Jan. 29.
Hancik, Ivalou Detlefsen, 46, formerly

of South Amboy died on Jan. 9.
Henry, Frederick A., 83, of South

Amboy died on Jan. 22.
Insley, Mary “Madie,” Connors, 103,

formerly of South Amboy died on Nov. 6,
2005.

Kaczor, Tekla, 81, formerly of Parlin
died on Jan. 30.

Klimkiewicz, Josephine, 76, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 3.

Kozak, Nancy Bonk, 62, formerly of
South Amboy died on Jan. 28.

Lasko, Vincent S., 30, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 5.

Livoti, Lucy, 100, of Parlin died on
Feb. 11.

Mathisen, Arthur J., 81, of Morgan died
on Feb. 15.

Mauro, Theresa, 76, of South Amboy
died on Feb. 16.

McCreary, Thomas F. III, 59, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 2.

McDonnell, James A., 85, of South
Amboy died on Jan. 14.

McLaughlin, Alice T., 86, formerly of
South Amboy died on Feb. 1.

Meyers, Robert, 42, of Morgan died on
Feb. 6.

Moglia, William, 78, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 6.

Moretti, Frederick P., 69, of Morgan
died on Feb. 12.

Piekarski, Henry “Hank,” 69, of
Sayreville died on Feb. 12.

Poulsen, Carol J., 59, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 14.

Powell, Michael E. “Mickey,” 56, for-
merly of South Amboy died on Jan. 22.

Primka, William, 73, formerly of South
Amboy died on Jan. 17.

Render, Theodore “Ted”, 81, of South
Amboy died on Jan. 18.

Rauth, Kenneth R., 49, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 26.

Richmond, Chester, 76, formerly of
South Amboy died on Jan. 25.

Ryan, Mary L., 79, of Sayreville died
on Feb. 6.

Semashko, George W., 77, of Sayreville
died on Jan.14.

Simanek, William T., 87, of Parlin died
on Feb. 1.

Sincavage, Clara, 78, of Parlin died on
Feb. 10.

Sprague, Eugene A., 79, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 17.

Tanchyk, Andrew, 79, of South Amboy
died on Jan. 18.

Toolan, Jean E., formerly of Sayreville
died on Feb. 6.

Toth, Julia R. Kruppa, 93, of South
Amboy died on Jan. 19.

Umbrewicz, Eugenia, 78, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 25.

Vigilante, Joseph P., 52, of South
Amboy died on Jan. 19.

Vinsko, Daniel F., 70, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 8.

Wilson, Harry T., 81, of Parlin died on
Feb. 1.

Zuczek, Edwin R., 71, formerly of
Sayreville died on Jan. 13.
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Sayreville’s Brandon Hoyte (l) was recently honored at the New Jersey Sports Writers
Association Banquet on Jan. 29th, as the New Jersey College Football Player of the Year.
Hoyte, who starred for Notre Dame University is pictured with three of his closest friends.  (l-
r) Hoyte, Lauren Switzer (Chemistry Teacher at SWMHS), Jessica Stetler (Family friend of
Hoyte’s), and Tommy Cassidy (Sayreville Police Officer).  All four graduated together in the
Sayreville War Memorial High School’s Class of 2001.  Congratulations!

Hoyte Superb At Notre Dame

Pre-Lenten Donut Dance

Sayreville graduate, Brandon Hoyte,
was captain of the fine Notre Dame (9-3, #9)
football team.  The talented linebacker led
the “Fightin’ Irish” in tackles (92) and tack-
les for loss (16.5).  He finished 7th in ND
history in career tackles (297), and tackles
for loss (36).  Hoyte carries a double major

in business management and psychology.
He is also a published poet.  Hoyte played in
the East-West Shrine Game, and has been
working out in a combine camp in Arizona,
as he gets ready for the NFL draft.  He
should be a pretty high pick.

Sacred Heart Church of South Amboy
Polish Heritage Club will sponsor a Pre-
Lenten Donut Dance/Carnivale (Paczkowy
Bal), at the church hall, Washington Ave.,
on Sat., Feb. 25 from 7-11 p.m.  Food and
drinks may be purchased starting at 6 p.m.

Music at St.Mary’s

NO BYOB.  Music will be provided by Jolly
Rich and the Polka Stars.  Tickets are $12 for
adults and $6 for children.  For tickets,
please call Ann Marie at 732-721-3497 (Ann
Marie speaks Polish as well as English), or
Amanda at 732-257-5497.  Everyone is
welcome!

Music at St. Mary’s continues their
magnificent concert series with cellist, Soren
Beech.  He will appear in concert on Sun-
day, March 19th at St. Mary’s Church, Au-
gusta Street, South Amboy at 4PM.  Fea-
tured works include both solo and accompa-
nied repertory from the 18th through the
20th centuries.  The concert is free and open
to the public, but a $10 suggested donation

is greatly appreciated. For more information
please call (732)721-0179.

This program has been made possible
in part by funds from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts/Department of State, a
Partner Agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts; through a grant provided by the
Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage
Commission/Board of Chosen Freeholders.



12   February 25, 2006 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

(732) 721-1166

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

NJ License #2878

The unforgettable fact about arthritis is
that once a joint has experienced structural
degeneration, little or nothing can be done to
“heal” the damage.  The role of the chiro-
practic is one of providing our patients with
a form of service that will take the stress
from a joint making the patient’s life more
comfortable.  This is accomplished through-
out a broad range of treatments, including
manipulative techniques, heat treatments,
educating patients in proper posture while
walking, sitting, sleeping, standing, and some
diet control when undue weight puts too
much pressure on over-taxed joints.  Even
though arthritis is a degenerative disease,
we can play an important role in maintaining
and increasing mobility!  In treating elderly
patients, we like to emphasize the point that
stiffness and pain do not automatically go
along with old age.  Much of the pain and
lack of mobility elderly persons experience
can be alleviated through gentle, simple
adjustments along with other therapeutic
techniques.  The reasons are simple.  As one
ages, the muscles responsible for maintain-
ing the proper spinal alignment tend to lose
their tone.  As youthful elasticity decreases,
we are more likely to experience health
problems related to the spines and nerves.
When vertebrae become misaligned, stress
is placed on muscles and nerves.

Our techniques for correcting
misalignments for the elderly are more gentle
than those we would use for younger adults.
Our methods of treatment are painless, both
preventive and corrective in nature.  We
believe that feeling young is a matter of
good health rather than physical age.  If
you’re a senior citizen and have never tried
Chiropractic as a means for obtaining or
maintaining an active lifestyle, why not call
so that you can learn how Chiropractic can
keep you active and healthy your entire life.

Sea Cadets Seek
Members

U.S. Naval Sea Cadets are seeking
young men and women ages 11-16.  For
more information, visit the website at:
www.nwsearleseacadets.org or call 732-
727-6299.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

McCarrick Golf
Outing

Cardinal McCarrick High School’s foot-
ball team will hold its 8th Annual Golf
Outing, on Monday, May 8, starting at 11
a.m. at Bunker Hill C.C.  The event is
sponsored in part by Outback Steakhouse.
The cost is $100 per golfer, and the price
includes 18 holes, cart, Continental Break-
fast, Steak Dinner courtesy of Outback
Steakhouse, prizes and more. Other features
are the hole in one car, long drive, straight
drive, closest to pin, and a putting contest!
See more details in the March 31st issue of
The SA Times.
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Then-2-year old, Jimmy Trinley is pictured
sweeping with a broom at his family’s home
in South Amboy.

Now-South Amboy City worker, Jim Trinley is shown hard at work keeping Broadway clean.
(Photo by Tom Burkard

Jim Trinley: Keeps South Amboy Clean
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy City worker, Jim Trinley
retired in 1999 after 25 years of service.  He
enjoyed his street cleaner position so much,
that when the city fathers asked him to
return in 2000, he jumped at the opportunity
to work part-time, and is still keeping the
town pristine clean.

Trinley, a highly-energetic and hard-
working man, has always enjoyed physical/
outdoor work, and has held countless part-
time jobs in construction, maintenance,
mason work and landscaping, just to keep
busy on the weekends.

He said he has done all types of work
with the city through the years including
patching holes, cutting brush, cleaning out
catch basins and also working on the
ballfields for a short time.  Jim said, that,
“I’m basically sweeping now.  I enjoy it.  I
get along good with all the people in South
Amboy.  There are a lot of new businesses
and people in town now.”

People appreciate the 61-year old
Trinley, and he receives praise and appre-
ciation from local residents for his fine work
ethic and dedication.  One of his greatest
fans is Mayor John T. O’Leary, who paid
him the ultimate compliment by saying,
“Jimmy Trinley is the most dedicated, con-
scientious worker the City of South Amboy
ever had.  He’s on time, every time.  He’s
there, he does his job well.”

Trinley recalled his first job in 1964 at
the Alan Tool factory which was located on
Second St, and he also mentioned when he
initially began working for South Amboy on
a part-time basis in 1966 or 1967.  “Francis
Quinlan was my first boss, and we got along
good,” he said.  Jimmy also praised all of his
bosses through the years including Joe
Kudelka, Alfie O’Connor, Jerry Magee, and
Jerry Garnett.  He also recalled working for
many years with his old friend, Billy Switzer,
who is now retired and living in Pennsylva-
nia.

South Amboy has been under constant
change and improvement over the last sev-

eral years, and Trinley said, that, “It’s
changed a lot.  I miss the old days.”

Jimmy’s father Andrew was a Commit-
teeman in South Amboy many years ago,
and also a member of the Recreation Com-
mittee.

Trinley is kept busy with several inter-
esting and unique hobbies.  He has one of the
“largest tee-shirt collections in the state, and
also collects coal mining and railroad memo-
rabilia.  In addition, he is an avid reader, and
enjoys books about “The Depression and
also the Blizzard of 1888.”  Jimmy also
walks 5 miles every day.  His sister Janet
proudly stated that, “Jim has a photographic
memory.”

A lifetime resident of South Amboy,
Jim Trinley is a modest man, who loves to
work, and always gives 100% effort on his
job, and it really shows.  Take a look at
Broadway sometime and see how clean it
looks.  Congratulations Jimmy for doing an
outstanding job!

Raritan Bay FCU Makes the Holidays Brighter
Once again, Raritan Bay FCU made the

holidays a little brighter for needy children in
the community. For the sixth year in a row, the
Credit Union made a donation of $750 worth
of toys to the Toys for Tots and Adopt a Family
Programs in South Amboy, Sayreville, and
South River.

Raritan Bay teamed up with South
Amboy’s Toys for Tots Program and their
Coordinator, Doc Bamber. On December 19,
2005, Raritan Bay FCU representative Jodi
Cardilla, Laura-Ilene Harding, and Janine Jack-
son helped distribute toys to delighted students
during a surprise visit to South Amboy’s Head
Start Program, located within South Amboy
Middle/High School.

Raritan Bay FCU’s contribution to
Sayreville’s Toys for Tots Program, coordi-
nated by Sayreville Recreation Department
Director Michael Sedlak, helped to provide
holiday joy for many families in Sayreville this
winter.

Raritan Bay also contributed toys to the
South River Adopt a Family Program, di-
rected by Donna Geesey who has been run-
ning the program in South River for over 15
years.

Funds for charitable donations are col-
lected from a portion of the ATM transaction
surcharges collected at Raritan Bay FCU’s
four ATMs located in Sayreville, Parlin, South
River and South Amboy. †

Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union is a
non-profit, community chartered financial in-
stitution that serves everyone who lives, works,
worships, or attends school in Middlesex
County. Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union
was chartered in 1941, and is owned and
operated by its members. †If you know of a
local non-profit or charitable organization that
would like to be considered for our ATM
Surcharge Program, please contact Laura-Ilene
Harding at (732) 727-3500 ext. 115.

Created in 1947, Toys for Tots is one of
the nation’s flagship Christmas charitable en-
deavors. The primary goal of the Toys for Tots
program is to deliver a message of hope,
through a shiny new toy at Christmas, to needy
youngsters that will motivate them to grow
into responsible, productive, patriotic citizens

and community leaders.
The Adopt a Family program matches

families in need of Christmas gifts, clothing
and food for Christmas with families, indi-
viduals or organizations willing to help.†

Head Start is a comprehensive child de-
velopment program which serves children from
birth to age 5, pregnant women, and their
families. They are child-focused programs
and have the overall goal of increasing the
school readiness of young children in low-
income families.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -H.D.

Antique Appraisal at
Sayreville Library

The Friends of the Sayreville Public Li-
brary will hold an antique appraisal on Sun-
day, March 26, 2006 from 2PM – 4PM at the
Sayreville Library on Washington Road in
Parlin. Barbara from Unique Antique Bou-
tique will be the featured appraiser. Four items
can be appraised at a price of four dollars per
item. Firearms or any type of weapons are not
allowed. For further information contact Teri
Yetsko at (732) 727-7639.

Venison Dinner-Feb. 25
South Amboy Fire Dept. Independence

Fire Company Eng. #7 will hold its 2nd
Annual Venison Dinner on Sat., Feb. 25 at
Christ Church Hall, Fourth St., South Amboy.

Doors open at 3:30 p.m.  Cost is $20 per
person and includes beer and soda.  For
tickets or info, please contact any member of
Engine #7 or e-mail Mtoth1@optonline.net
or call 732-525-8378.
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correct measurement W 4.197 X 3.625 H

Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

Trinity United
Methodist Church

We may be hidden in the woods off
Bordentown Avenue, but Trinity United
Methodist Church has kicked off the New
Year with a burst of energy.  With a clearly
defined mission of servicing the Lord, the
Community, and being a people friendly
church—the group is focused on the right
things—

Services are Sunday 8:30 am and 10:00
am with Sunday School services at the 10
am service.  Nursery is available and we
encourage you to join us for coffee hour
after the 10 am service.

Monthly our church serves at the Sal-
vation Army and has truly been blessed
spending time with these men.

On April 1 (9am – 2 pm), Trinity will
be opening “Trinity’s Trash to Treasures
Thrift Shop” on the premises.  The shop
will be open Saturdays (9-2) and Tuesdays/
Thursdays (10-2).  We will be selling
clothes, small housewares, books, jewelry
and miscellaneous items.  Each month a
portion of the monies will be donated to
local charities with the remaining being
used for various ministries within the
church.

One of our newest ministries is “Kids
with Character” – a children’s program for
ages 5-11 that meets every other Monday
night from 6p.m. – 7:45 p.m.  The program
focuses on various character traits (cour-
age, respect, love, honesty, responsibilityÖ)
and shares the theme through a story, craft
and in some cases a special guest (Sayreville
Police DARE).  The program always starts
with a hot dinner, graciously made by two
special women from the church.  Our fu-
ture plans include going to a local nursing
home to play games with the residents,
movie night, skating party, and a flag eti-
quette night (in May for Memorial Day).
We currently have 20 children enrolled and
would love to have more join us!!  It’s non-
denominational and you don’t need to be-
long to the church to attend  (although you
will find we are a lot of fun)

We have the Golden Rule Christian
Center, which provides full time, part time,
before/after school programs, and a sum-
mer program running from June to Sep-
tember.  We are now enrolling children and
look forward to assisting in your children
care needs.

And if that’s not enough, we are run-
ning a number of bus trips:  Atlantic City
Shore Bus Trip on March 25, Sight and
Sound Theater in Lancaster, PA on April 1
(Behold the Lamb) and November 18 (The
Miracle of Christmas).  Call the church for
additional information.

If you are looking for a church or a new
church, give us a call at 732-721-3558 or
drop by.  We have open hearts, open minds
and an open door.

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Large Mackerel remain the best bet

right now.  They may not stay too long but
the fishing now is very good with plenty of
Herring mixed in.  Fishing for Ling inshore
has picked up to the point where it is pretty
decent now.  Some big Blackfish are also
being caught with them. What have gotten
better are special trips to medium range
wrecks 20 miles or so, offshore.  More than
a few school Cod and a decent showing of
large Pollack are being caught on these trips,
along with Ling, Blackfish and a few Hake.
The Gambler out of Point Pleasant makes
some of these trips.

The Striped Bass law has been changed,
as we are back to two fish at 28 inches or
larger plus a bonus fish that needs a tag.
Winter Flounder season does not open until
March 23rd with a 10 fish bag limit and a
12inch minimum size.  New Jersey actually
under fished its total landing of Fluke for
allowable pounds last year but the NMFS is
trying to use this as a credit to States who
over fished keeping our restrictions high
and possible cuts. As a result, the United
Boatmen of N.J, Jersey Coast Anglers and
other fishing groups are filing a suit in
Federal Court to fight this move.
Fresh Water

Holdover trout action in the Pequest,
Manasquan and other stocked streams is
good. There have been a few Trout taken
from Round Valley by the boat ramp.  Ice
fishing now is almost nonexistent as there is
no ice due to the warm winter weather.
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Tom’s Fish Market/Restaurant

All Car Tech

Sign for the site of the new Raritan River Landing.

Changes

Major Regional Data Center Slated for
South Amboy

Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes-”The times they
are a changin’” and so is the local area’s
business scene.  The beautiful and popular,
Tom’s Fish Market/Restaurant located on
Highway 35 North in Cliffwood for many
years has closed.  Owned by South Amboy’s
Tom Chuili, a sign in the window says,
“Retired.”  Tom and his son, Tom Jr. did a

fine job!  All Car Tech located on South Pine
Ave., South Amboy for many years, has also
closed shop.  It was once known as English
Chevron.  “The Sign Says” the redevelop-
ment in South Amboy continues.  Construc-
tion on Raritan River Landing, located at
lower Main St., will soon begin.

Jingoli and CS Technology to break
ground in Summer, open in 2008

Leading regional developer Joseph
Jingoli and Sons today announced a partner-
ship with CS Technology to build a major
data and disaster recovery center in South
Amboy, New Jersey. The 200,000 square
foot facility will be the cornerstone of a
technology office park designed to lure top
Wall Street firms to build second homes just
across the water on the Jersey shore.

“While New York City will always be
the hub of global finance, the city of South
Amboy is a likely location for any major
financial services company delivering on
their disaster recovery commitments,”
Jingoli spokesman Michael Caputo said. “In
partnership with CS Technology, we will
build a world-class data center as the hub of
a secure technology park rivaling any in the
region.”

The data center is the first phase in the
development of a secure compound with
secure connectivity, suitable for enterprise
and Internet related requirements. The part-
nership will work with major international
financial companies to fit-out related opera-
tions like dark trading floors that can be up
an running minutes after any disaster. CS
Technology, a New York-based interna-

tional technology strategy and implementa-
tion firm, already works with many of these
companies.

“In the post-9/11 era, there is an unmet
demand for specialized infrastructure, se-
cure operational buildings, and redundant
network connectivity for financial services
and Internet companies based in the New
York metropolitan area,” CS Technology’s
founder and chief executive officer JP Rosato
said. “Our market research is clear: when we
provide for all their technology needs, South
Amboy is a smart move for these compa-
nies.”

The City of South Amboy Planning
Authority, under the direction of the City’s
Mayor, John O’Leary, gave the planning
process for the technology park priority
status. This enables the partnership to build
and open the data center within 24 months of
groundbreaking, anticipated for the summer
of 2006.

“We’re pleased with the Jingoli/CST
agreement because it completes the total
solution we offer these target companies in
South Amboy,” Mayor O’Leary said. “With
this project moving forward, a whole differ-
ent kind of company will consider building
planned second locations our city – major
global financial organizations.”

SWMHS Class of
1970 Reunion

The class of 1979 will have a reunion
get together on April 1, 2006 at the Princeton
Hyatt Hotel in Princeton, NJ.  For more
information please contact Bob Casazza at
732-721-7151 or email casazz@aol.com.

Dowdell
Celebration

Come celebrate Dowdell Library’s
92nd Birthday at the Dowdell Library
Children’s Department!  We will be hold-
ing a library trivia contest from March 13th-
March 17th for children under 14.  Come in
anytime to enter.  Winners will be announced
at our St. Patrick’s Day Craft, which will be
held March 17th at 3:30.

Young adults, ages 12 and up, can get
in on the fun as well!  Come play Guesstures
on March 23rd at 6:30.  Refreshments will
be served!!

For further information please call the
library at 732-721-6060 or e-mail
children@dowdell.org

The Buzz On Broadway
WHAT’S IN A NAME?  Quite a lot, if you

think about it.  That’s why the Board of Main
Street South Amboy changed the name of
your downtown organization to SOUTH
AMBOY MAIN STREET or SAMS for
short.

Thanks to Mark Mankowski of Field
Womack & Kawczynski our new identity
became official on January 10th.

Not only does SOUTH AMBOY
MAIN STREET give us better visibility
via online search engines, it creates a memo-
rable acronym that will appear prominently
in the media, in brochures and perhaps, on
promotional merchandise.  So, please re-
member, its SAMS from now on.

JULES A NEW JEWEL FOR BROADWAY.
The Broadway family had a new addition on
Feb. 10th.  Jules, an intimate family restau-
rant, offering seafood and Italian cuisine
welcomed its first patrons.  Originally estab-
lished in 1947 and operated by Anna &
Gerry Voorhees, Jules gives everyone an-
other great reason to come downtown or
stay for dinner.

CSI IN SOUTH AMBOY?  Community
Support Inc. is another new member of the
family.  With offices on the 3rd floor of 131
North Broadway, CSI is a fundraising com-
pany that specializes in serving non-profit

organizations including law enforcement,
firefighter, veteran and children’s assistance
groups.  So, if you get a call from CSI, take
a moment to listen.

HAVE YOU SEEN SOUTH AMBOY?  On
TV, we mean.  Our community’s latest
commercial went on the air on Feb 1st.  Invit-
ing everyone to explore the endless possi-
bilities of the city where the river meets the
bay, the commercial is, as Mayor O’Leary
said, “A celebration of the people and places
that make our hometown a great place to
live, work and shop.”

WINDOWS SHOULD BE FUN.  Purchasers,
spend an average of 11.27 minutes in a store,
nonbuyers 2.36. Converting browsers into
spenders greatly depends on store design
and displays, because 60% to 70% of pur-
chases are unplanned,

A store window needs to communicate
beyond the people immediately in front of it.
Windows should have one message, not 15.
They need to change no less than every two
weeks to get people coming back. People
should look forward to window displays as
a place to have fun according to Envirosell,
Inc., a research firm with over 20 years of
retailing experience.

ARE YOU RICH?  Do you spend an
average of $1,500 a week on goods and
services?  Are you spending over 20% more
of your income than you did 10 years ago?
Are you in a white collar rather than a blue
collar job?  If you’re a woman, has your
income risen faster in the past 5 years than
your male friends?  Did you spend over
$1,100 a month on housing in 2004?  If you
answered, Yes, to most or all of these ques-
tions you’re not rich.  You’re just (part of)
the average American household!
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From The Local Band Archives

1965-The Videls were formed in ’64, and became a popular local group, playing at local
school dances, block parties and parties.  Pictured (l-r) are Dennis Trautweiler, sax; Clem
Skarzynski, guitar; Tom Smith, drums; Bob Wickley, bass; Mike Fabiszewski, guitar.  This
photo was featured in the Sat., Feb. 6, 1965 edition of the old “Perth Amboy Evening News”
newspaper in its “Young Moderns Corner” section.  (Photo courtesy of Clem Skarzynski)

Country Music Superstars “Lonestar” recently took the stage at the Count Basie Theatre in
Red Bank.  The band performed songs from their latest release “Coming Home” as well as
their many hits.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

#1 Pop Hits-Feb. 25
1996-One Sweet Day-Mariah Carey & Boyz
II Men
1985-Careless Whisper-Wham! Featuring
George Michael
1977-Blinded By The Light-Manfred
Mann’s Earth Band
1962-Duke Of Earl-Gene Chandler
1954-Stranger In Paradise
1940-Indian Summer
1931-Something To Remember You By

#1 Country Hits-
Feb. 25
1993-Can I Trust You With My Heart-Travis
Tritt
1988-Twinkle, Twinkle Lucky Star-Merle
Haggard
1975-I Care-Tom T. Hall
1966-Waitin’ In Your Welfare Line-Buck
Owens
1951-There’s Been A Change In Me-Eddy
Arnold
1944-Pistol Packin’ Mama-Al Dexter

New Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music- DJ’s 732-316-9447
Now #1’s (Universal)
This 20-song disc reads like a Who’s

Who of Top #1 hits in Pop/Rap/Hip op &
Alt. music!  It’s like a connect the dots
musical map with Nelly, “Hot in Herre” and
Outkasts, “Hey Ya,” both have some great
drumming in it.  There’s also universal smash
hits that you just can’t get out of your nog-
gin’ like Smash Mouth’s “All Star” and
Superman’s favorite, “Kryptonite” by 3
Doors Down.  Hoobastank, Nickelback, and
Creed all lend their biggest hits to this top-
notch collection, as well as Gwen, Jennifer,
Janet, Britney, and Ashley.  This is the Best
of the Best!

70’s Gold/ Blues Gold/ The Righteous
Brothers Gold- Hip-O Records

They’ve created a coolly different way
to reissue some of the best well-known hits
and one-hit-wonders.  All of the sets have 2
CD’s each- that make these compilations
great from start to finish!  70’s Gold kicks
off with Boston’s “More Than a Feeling”
then rocks back and forth between Free’s,
“Alright Now” to, “My Sharona” by the
Knack, to Blondie’s disco smash, “Heart of
Glass,” etc.  Disc 2 revs it up with lots of pop
R&B, “September,” “I’ll Be Around,” etc.
into cool, slow R&B jams with “Drift Away,”
“Lean on Me,” and “I Can See Clearly
Now.”

The Righteous Bros. open with a rockin’
little know cover of “Little Latin Lupe Lu”
swaying into “Hot Tamales,” that shows
their upbeat side.  Their blue eyed soul
classics are all here too, “Unchained
Melody,” “You’ve Lost That Lovin’ Feelin’,
”Soul and Inspiration,” etc.

Blues Gold is dedicated to some of the
best blues giants, past and present!  Too
numerous to mention, 38 songs, the comp.
features BB King, Muddy Waters, Big Mama
Thorton, her original, “Hound Dog,” is a
blast of blues, among other greats.  The 2nd
disc is a who’s who of bands that have
carried on the blues tradition like The Allman
Bros, Stevie Ray, Thorogood, Clapton, and
Duane Allman- Smoking’ dual guitars, and
relative new comer Susan Tedeschi, doing a
fiery rendition of “Just Won’t Burn.

All total, these reissued CD’s are like
finding gold in a silver mine.

One Hit Wonders
1956-Wow!  50 years ago, these enter-

tainers had only one hit in the Top 40.  It was
their moment of glory, and they became
known as One Hit Wonders.  The following
had their big hits in ’56:

Band Of  Gold by Kit Carson; Chain
Gang-Bobby Scott; Cry Baby-The Bonnie
Sisters; Lovely One-The Four Voices;
Lullabye Of Birdland-Blue Stars; Mr. Won-
derful-Teddi King; Eddie My Love-The
Teen Queens; Blue Suede Shoes-Carl
Perkins; Moonglow And Theme From Pic-
nic-George Cates; The Happy Whistler-Don
Robertson; Moonglow And Theme From
Picnic-Morris Stoloff; Ivory Tower-Cathy
Carr; Graduation Day-TheRover Boys;
Stranded In The Jungle-The Jayhawks;
When The White Lilacs Bloom Again-
Helmut Zacharias And His Magic Violins;
True Love-Jane Powell; Priscilla-Eddie
Cooley & The Dimples; City Of Angels-
The Highlights; Confidential-Sonny Knight;
Garden Of Eden-Joe Valino; Slow Walk-Sil
Austin; Cindy, Oh Cindy-Vince Martin With
The Tarriers; Rock-A-Bye Your Baby With
A Dixie Melody-Jerry Lewis; Since I Met
You Baby-Ivory Joe Hunter. . .

Top Ten Tours Of
2005

*Monetary amounts in millions.
1. The Rolling Stones $162  2. U2

$138.9   3. Paul McCartney $77.3  4. The
Eagles $76.8 5. Elton John $65.8 6.  Kenny
Chesney $61.8  7. Dave Matthews Band $57
8. Neil Diamond $47.3  9. Jimmy Buffet $41
10. Motley Crue $39.9.

St. Patrick’s Dance
A St. Patrick’s Day Oldies Dance will

be held on Sat., Mar. 11 from 8-12 p.m at the
K of C Hall, 61 Pine St. off Rt. 18 So., Old
Bridge.  Cost is $17.50 p/p, ($22.50 at door)
and includes corn beef & cabbage dinner,
coffee, tea, cake, wine, beer, soda.  DJ Music
by Tony V of Memory Lane Oldies.   For
more info, call Tony after 7 p.m. at 732-251-
0970.

Twistin’ The Night Away
By Elaine Scott

“Oh, come on, baby; let’s do the twist.
Oh, come on, baa-bee; let’s do the twist.
Take your partner by the hand, and go like
this,” sang Chubby Checker, and he didn’t
have to ask twice.  Like getting a powerful
injection of adrenaline, he soon had Ameri-
cans bouncing from their chairs and onto the
dance floors.   Everyone began twisting.
Even the guys who always held up the walls
at dances overcame their shyness to “go
round and round and up and down,” along
with the words of the song.

For girls growing up in the ‘50s and
‘60s, it was like having been born with our
“dancin’ shoes on.”  By watching American
Bandstand, we had learned to “move our
feet to the beat,” as we tried to imitate the
regulars on the show.  As children, my
friends and I first taught each other how to
do the Jitterbug, practicing the dance steps
as the rock and roll music played from an old
radio in my Aunt Margie’s garage.   When
we didn’t have a radio, we sang the songs
ourselves, as nothing could stop us from
dancing back then.

After learning the Jitterbug, we moved
on to the Cha Cha.  When we got bored
doing that dance, we did the Stroll, like the
older kids had done, and in the shadows, we
practiced the Waltz. With no shyness, what-
soever, we jitterbugged and cha cha’d any-
time and anywhere: on street corners, in the
middle of the road, at bus stops, whenever
and wherever we felt like it.  What we had
needed, though, was something different;
something that was “ours,” and with the
Twist, we got it.  Having been “pros” with
the Hula Hoop, we had learned the Twist in
a heartbeat.

The next summer, Chubby had us all
doing the Pony, with dance steps making us
look as though we were riding horses.  Soon
after, Dee Dee Sharp had our feet grinding
away, dancing the Mashed Potatoes.  The
Bristol Stomp came along making us “look

sharp as a pistol,” but only for a while, as we
were too busy learning the Limbo Rock.
With Dee Dee’s words, “Let’s do the Loco-
motion,” we did that, too, before dancing the
Watusi, the Chicken, and the Hitchhiker.
By the time we did “The Swim,” we had
already been doing the “Slop,” and for most
of us, we’ve continued “slopping” our way
through the years, at every party we’ve
attended.

Decades have passed since that hot sum-
mer afternoon when I had sat watching
American Bandstand on our black and white
TV.  Yet, I can still “see” Chubby Checker,
as Dick Clark introduced him and his song
as “the new hit sensation.”  Wearing a pair of
light-colored chinos and a loose, hip-length,
short-sleeved, buttoned down shirt, Chubby
took the microphone and began singing,
twisting, and sweating, all at the same time.
Mesmerized, I had watched, as he twisted
his hips, then, glided, effortlessly, from one
side to the other by just twisting his feet.
Before the song was over, I was twisting,
too, along with everyone else who had
watched American Bandstand that day.

It’s been a long, long time since then.
My friends and I are “mature” women, and
the young guys we had hoped would ask us
to dance are also middle-aged. In remem-
bering those days, I believe that dancing was
a major part of our “rite of passage,” taking
us from childhood, through adolescence,
then, to adulthood.   This passage, though,
seems to have two lanes, as dancing also has
the power to make us feel young once again.
I know that each and every time I hear
Chubby on the radio begin singing, “Oh,
come on baby; let’s do the twist,” that same
old adrenaline goes through me.  Mentally,
the years all fall away and, at least in my
heart, I’m ready and eager for “twistin’ the
night away.”

(Elaine Scott may be contacted at
siteseein526@aol.com.)
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School Sports By Tom Burkard
(as of Feb. 18)

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (14-8) Vincente

Rosario has been the Eagles’ scoring ma-
chine.  He leads the county in points scored
with 728, a scoring avg. of 30.3 per game,
and set a new county record for a season
with (116) 3-pointers. Also playing well are
Mike Costello, Alex Batista, Carlos Garcia
(301, 13.0), Rick McCutcheon, and Rolffi
Canela.

Sayreville (9-10) Big guns for the
Bombers have been Larry Pokrywa, Kofi
Genfi, Gerard Green, Bryan Champagne,
and Kacper Wilusz.

South Amboy (10-13) The 1-2 scoring
punch all season has been Brian Seres #5 in
the county in  points (420) and #7 in avg.
with (18.3), and Joe Bartlinski #7 in the
county in  points (406) and #8 in avg. (17.8).
Larry Lenahan has also played outstanding
basketball for the second half of the season,
and consistently hits for double figures.
Girls Basketball

Cardinal McCarrick (19-2) Coach Lynn
Ust has turned in another superb job with the
Lady Eagles, who are the Blue Division
Champs and one of the finest clubs in the
county.  Top scorers are Jessica Pruiti (227
points, 11.9 avg.), Lauren Zarantanello (192,
11.3), freshman Chrissy Keir (140, 7.4),
Karen Guszkowski (138, 7.3), Patty Langan
(113, 5.9).  Kristen Babulak and Rosy Diaz
have also excelled.

South Amboy (11-11) Soph sensation,
Katey Charmello is #3 in the county in
points with 361, and tied for #5 in avg.

(17.2).  She also is #1 in 3-pointers (60).
Sayreville (8-11) The Bombers are led

by Holly Miara, Danielle Mokrzycki,
Caileigh Giovenco, Heather Miara and
Suannette Rios.
Girls Bowling

Cardinal McCarrick (6-20) Tina
Berlingieri and Kelly Johnson were the best
bowlers this season.

South Amboy (4-23) Lynn Bloodgood,
Shannon Cohoon, and Samantha Seaman
topped the list of Purple & Gold bowlers.
Boys Bowling

Cardinal McCarrick (14-12) Brian
Hentz and Eric Poltrictzky dominated
throughout the season.

South Amboy (1-22) Eric Oppenheimer
and Joe Bloodgood were the finest rolling
Guvs.
Wrestling

Sayreville (17-6) Set a record for most
wins in history this season.  Top wrestlers:
125-Eric Tsang (17-4) 135-George
Kosanovich (15-7) 140-Scott Poore (18-4)
145-Tom Danielsen (21-1) 152-Mike
DeLuco (15-6) 160-Mike Knight (15-5) 171-
Mike Velardi (20-1) 215-Herbie Nieves (13-
7)

Senya, Mayer Excel
At GMC

Sayreville girls indoor track team star,
Priscilla Senya and Lynn Mayer turned in
fine performances at the GMC Indoor Track
Championships.  Senya captured 2nd place
in the 55 Hurdles in 8.77, and Mayer leaped
5-4 to tie for 2nd place in the High Jump.
Congratulations!

McCarrick Girls
Beat SA

Cardinal McCarrick’s girls bowling
team defeated South Amboy, 4-0, to sweep
the City Series.  Tina Berlingieri was top
bowler with a 523.  Lynn Bloodgood led SA
with a 484.

Other performing for the Lady Eagles
and their scores: Kelly Johnson 401 Meghan
Lynch 372 Renee Parsons 331 Megan
Andreuzzi 319 Melanie Szakielo 154 Lisa
Ostrowski 98.  The Lady Guvs scores were:
Samantha Seaman 344 Shannon Cohoon
343 Nicole Brown 340 Tiffany Tompkins
272 Stephanie Sirna 245.

Jaworski Wins
100th

Congratulations to Gus Jaworski, coach
of the Sayreville Bombers basketball team
on notching his 100th win at the school.
Jaworski is in his 7th season at the helm of
the Blue & Gray.

Newcomb Leads
Bishop Ahr

South Amboy resident, Matt Newcomb,
of Bishop Ahr, is probably one of the most
under-rated and finest guards in Middlesex
County.  The Trojans’ floor general excels
in all phases of the game, and has to be one
of the fastest backcourt men around.  If
assist records were kept as closely as points,
he would be near the top of the list.  In a
recent 76-65 win over a tough Cardinal
McCarrick club, he pumped in 11 points,
dished off 6 assists, and had 5 rebounds, and
was all over the court, making plays happen.
He is an exceptional ball handler, pinpoint
passer, and top-notch defender.  He could
improve even more, if that’s possible, next
season on a college team.

Eagles Sweep Guvs
The Cardinal McCarrick boys bowling

team downed the Guvs of South Amboy, 4-
0, for a clean sweep of this year’s City
Series.  Brian Hentz topped all bowlers with
a 200-201-583.  He was closely followed by
teammate Eric Poltrictzky with a 223-567.
SA was led by Eric Oppenheimer with a
232-543.  The Eagles also received contri-
butions from: Ricky Whalen 542 Jamisen
Ruiz 525 Joe Halmi 462 Matt Jones 428.
Governor rollers were: Joe Bloodgood 204-
453 Gerard Kelly 383 Tim Sharp 302 Kyle
Ravaioli 274 Dylan Strauss 158 Nick Loud
142 Greg Kasics 137.

The Rosario Quest
(As of Feb. 12)

Vincente Rosario, Cardinal
McCarrick’s phenomenal junior scoring sen-
sation has vaulted all the way to #2 on the St.
Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick All-Time Scor-
ing list, only trailing the great George
Krzyzanowski (South Amboy HS basket-
ball coach) in scoring.

Since last month, Rosario has passed
the following Eagles’ greats: #11 Tom
Boychuk 878 #10 Joe Kolakowski 884 #9
Joe Byrne 906 #8 Tom Rizzo 914  #7 Nick
Sas 917  #6 Dan Kudelka 925 #5 Dan Blaha
1,008 #4 Rob Zaleski 1,022 #3 Kevin Burns
1,052 #2 Kevin Oliveri 1,078.

#1 George Krzyzanowski 1,592  #2
Vincente Rosario 1,202

Rosario Fires In 49
Cardinal McCarrick’s Vincente

Rosario fired in 49 points to lead the Eagles
to a 71-59 come-from-behind victory over
Piscataway.  Rosario, who missed tying the
school single game scoring record by one,
connected on 24 free throws, the exact
number made by the entire Chiefs’ team.
Mike Costello kicked in with 7 points and
8 rebounds.

Charmello’s 3-
Pointer Wins It

South Amboy’s super soph, Katey
Charmello pumped in a game-winning

3-pointer, with only seconds to play to
lead the Lady Guvs to a 37-35 triumph over.

Krzyanaowski’s
Record Falls

Vincente Rosario erased George
Krzyzanowski’s 36-year old school record
for most points in a season (678), by pump-
ing in 27 points in a 61-41 GMCT first round
win over Carteret, to bring his season total to
688.

Catie Rose Stars
Junior center, Catie Rose of South

Amboy, led Bishop Ahr girls to a 51-35
opening round victory over Monroe in the
GMCT.  She hauled in 16 rebounds, scored
10 points and had 3 blocks for the Trojans.

Joe Bartlinski (c) is pictured with his proud parents after scoring his 1,000th career point for
South Amboy High School.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Vincente Rosario George Krzyzanowski
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LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE
By Tom Burkard

Glory Days In
Local Sports

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1966-St. Mary’s varsity basketball team had a rebuilding year, as it finished (5-14).  Pictured
standing (l-r) Bob Jonason, manager; Bob Knight, Danny Hansell, Kenny Devlin, Rick
Ragula, Jack Gelsinon, Dave Lobycz, manager; Coach Henry “Henny The D.J.” Conroy.
Kneeling (l-r) Jack Trenta, Dennis Bratus, John Quigley, Paul Jankowski (Top scorer for the
season), Tom “Red” Kelly.

By Tom Burkard
1945-Bob Fleming fired in

18 points to lead St. Mary’s to an
exciting 36-35 win over St.
Patrick’s of Elizabeth in basket-

ball play. . .1950-Hoffman ham-
mered Atlantic Highlands, 58-
40 in basketball action.  John

“Skeets” Skarzynski and John Kovaleski
led the winners with 17 points apiece, and
Charlie Koerner chipped in with 12. . . 1966-
The Governors pounded St. Mary’s of Perth
Amboy, 69-56.  The 4 players in double
figures were: Billy Clayton 22 points, Bob
Keegan 16, Greg Havlusch 16, Curt Wood
12. . .1973-Senior co-captain, Jack Kerr set
Sayreville School records in gymnastics with
46 first place finishes, and also on parallel
bars and horizontal bars. . . 1987-Top scor-
ers for St. Mary’s girls basketball squad
were June O’Leary with 255 points, 10.2
avg., and Jennifer Noble 247 points, 10.7
avg. . .1999-Coach Ed Twomey’s St. Mary’s
boys cross country team flew past Highland
Park, 19-38.  Tom Boychuk finished 1st,
followed in order by Charles Riccardi, An-
thony Valdivieso, and Gerard Pizzillo. .
2001-Sayreville Girls basketball team
opened its season with a thrilling 44-42
victory over North Brunswick.  Sarah
Dovidauskas pumped in 15 points and Liz
Brugnoli 10. . .

Sport-Basketball
Year-1960
Teams-St. Mary’s vs. Hoffman in the

City Series
Recap-The Eagles put together a huge

rally in the final quarter, but fell short,
losing, 46-44 to the Guvs before a packed
house at Msgr. Griffin Auditorium in South
Amboy.

St. Mary’s trailed throughout the con-
test, and were down, 40-31 after 3 quarters.
Jim Heffernan’s free throw tied it at 41 with
4:31 left.  Lenny Lawson hit a freebie, and
the Saints were up 42-41.  Henry “Henny
The D.J.” Conroy hit another free toss and
upped the margin to 43-41.  Denny White
connected on a foul shot for Hoffman to cut
the lead to one.  George Reick’s driving
layup with 0:30, was good and the Purple
and Gold took a 44-43 lead.  Conroy con-
verted another foul shot to tie it at 44-all.
Reick missed a freebie with 0:19 left to set
the stage for the nail-biting, grand finale.
White got the ball and fired up a jumper
from the right side, and it was a perfect
swish, just before the final buzzer, to give
the Guvs one of the most thrilling City
Series wins in history.

The Boxscore:
Hoffman 46
G. Reick 17 White 11 Eugene Lopez 8

Bob Poetsch 6 Jim Reick 2 Jarde’g 2.
St. Mary’s 44
Lawson 14 Conroy 10 Bob Graber 8

John Paczkowski 6 John Cesare 4 Heffernan
2 Joe Jankowski 0.

MVP’s-George Reick and Denny
White.

70 Years Ago. . .
1936-Woodrow “Woody” McCarthy

tossed in 9 points to lead St. Mary’s basket-
ball squad to an easy 35-21 victory over
Jamesburg. . .

40 Years Ago. . .
Vikings Top Guvs For Title
1966-South Brunswick erupted in the

final quarter, and outscored Hoffman’s boys
basketball team, 29-6 to capture a come-
from-behind victory, and win the CJ Group
I Championship.  The Guvs held a 57-52
lead after three stanzas, and were almost
tasting a title, but the Vikings battled back,
and with the score tied at 63-63, ran off 18
unanswered points to top Coach Ray “Butch”
Tomaszewski’s Purple & Gold, 81-63.

Hoffman had 3 players in double fig-
ures: Billy Clayton with 20 points, Curt
Wood 16, and Bobby Keegan 10.  South
Brunswick was paced by the game’s top
scorer, Ken Skillman with 26 points, Mike
Toth 16, Buddy Rose 15, and Tom Griggs
13.  Rose was also superb under the boards
and ripped many clutch rebounds.

Boxscore:
South Brunswick 81
Skillman 26 Toth 16 Rose 15 Griggs 13

Kleinman 7 Seidenstein 2 Bailey 2 Traficonte
0 Clark 0 Melvin 0.

Hoffman 63
Clayton 20 Wood 16 Bob Keegan 10

Greg Havlusch 7 Edwin Witkowski 6 Leo
Dohan 4 Tom Lange 0 Billy Keegan 0.

*Note: “Buddy” Rose currently resides
in South Amboy, and has for many years .

80 Years Ago. . .
1926-The South Amboy High School

varsity basketball team was comprised of
Sammy Phifer, Lamont Ingram, Martin
Crane, Everit Sheppard, William Kurtz,
Eddie Primka, Fred Holman, Eddie
Ferguson, Oscar Reiner, Allen (no first
name available)Ö

55 Years Ago. . .
1951-St. Mary’s opened its basketball

season with an exciting, 52-47 win over
New Dorp.  Bob “Don” “Pep” Bennett
paved the way with 20 points.  Jerry
Gorczyca chipped in with 16 and John
Tabasko 10. . .

45 Years Ago. . .
1961-Sayreville’s varsity football club

throttled Keyport, 12-0.  Ray Fielek raced
30-yards for a TD on a punt return, and
Ricky Paprota fired a 20-yard touchdown
pass to Bill Pogers.

65 Years Ago. . .
1941-John Kotarski’s 28-yard field goal

gave the Sayreville Bombers a thrilling 9-6
football triumph over Dunellen. . .

60 Years Ago. . .
1946-Sayreville’s boys basketball team
defeated Metuchen, 57-52, as Ed Boyler

poured in 25 points, Bobby Mytnick 16, and
John Messinger 10. . .

50 Years Ago. . .
1956-John Phillips was the top scorer

on the St. Mary’s basketball squad with 295
points and a 13.4 avg.  He was followed by:
Jim Higgins 220, 10.0; Tom Pristavec 169,
8.0; Joe Viggiano 137, 6.0; Frank Hackett
126, 6.0; Bob “Rock” Stader 85, 4.7; Bob
“Nip” Noble 54, 4.0; John Graber 38, 2.1;
Tom McCarthy 32, 2.0; Wojciechowski 8,
0.7; Norm Laricy 4, 0.6; Check 2, 0.3. . .

The Cheerleaders. . .
1973-The Sacred Heart Grammar

School cheerleaders won 1st place in the
Annual Amboy Area Cheerleaders contest.
Renee Picchini was captain, Lynn Meade
and Debbie Witkowski were co-captains.
Other members were: Jamie Sorrentino,
Carol Bringhurst, Beverly Newcomer,
Loretta Weinman, Patty Woodford, Joanne
Szatkowski, Carolyn Woj, Nancy Kindlick,
Brenda Gunstone, Marybeth Tyler, Joanne
Pardo, Janet Witkowski. . .

Confessions Of A South Amboy Half-
Court Basketball Player

PART 2:  “Up The Tank”
To this day, fifty years later, I still

cannot drive through South Amboy without
at least once riding by ”The Tank”, slowing
down and letting all the memories of basket-
ball games gone by flood back into my
mind. Mostly the memories are of the play-
ers, some who became statewide stars, ala
Jack Kreiger and the late, great Curt Wood,
but, also, memories of players who never
played a game anywhere but at that court.
Coincidentally, two other well-known and
well-loved players, Ed Paczkowski and the
late Adam Lovely, both mentioned in the
last edition of the SA Times, were partici-
pants in the first game I can ever recall
seeing played at the tank. However, this
particular story is not yet about the players;
it is about the Tank.

 “The Tank” I’m referring to, for those
who don’t know, is a basketball court/ play-
ground located between Bertram Avenue
and Conlogue Avenue at what has to be the
highest point above sea level in South
Amboy. At this altitude the basketball court
was subject to roughly a 20 knot wind steadily
blowing in from Saint Mary’s Cemetery on
Route 9 towards the ever popular Tarallo’s
convenience store on Bordentown Avenue.
Because of that steady wind, you could
never shoot a corner jump shot from the area
by†the monkey bars and horsy swings with-
out providing at least a six inch allowance
for the effect of this wind on your shot.

Conversely, at the opposite corner, the
court sloped downward at a dramatic de-
gree, and shooting†that same jump shot was
akin to shooting from out of a three foot deep
foxhole. But, at the same time, I think these
obstacles were actually a blessing in dis-
guise, preparing us for making shooting
adjustments when future opponents would
be attempting to block other corner jump
shots.

At the street end of the court, the low
slung cyclone fence insured that a severely
under thrown outside shot would wind up
bouncing over the fence down Bertram

Avenue towards  Route 35 and a potential
traffic accident disaster. As all students of
the game of basketball know, ”Follow Your
Shot” , is one of the basic tenets of the game
designed to improve rebounding skills, but
with that ball skipping and rolling toward
the highway, chasing that missed shot down
sometimes became a matter of life and death.

The park derived its name from a tow-
ering, grey metal water tank, now dismantled,
that was situated adjacent to the Conlogue
Avenue side of the court.  In retrospect, I
now think its huge, looming presence and
the high altitude location of the court added
to the drama of the games. It was as if we
were playing on some high plains plateau in
the sacred shadow of a monstrous monu-
ment, somehow†similar to those mysteri-
ous carved stone statues on Easter Island.

We played so hard, each game so very
hard, trying to win and thereby be eligible to
play the team that was waiting to play next.
And maybe by that extra special, all out, do
or die effort we made it a holy ground,
consecrated to the gods of sport at our ex-
alted location on this high holy plain.

You didn’t realize it was possible to
get†into these metaphorical and metaphysi-
cal terms when speaking of a simple outdoor
basketball court in South Amboy, did you?
I didn’t either until I got started writing this
and now that it’s come out I think it sheds
some light on why Tom Burkard’s newspa-
per means so much to so many natives of
South Amboy.

This town contains hallowed ground
for most of us, not only of sports memories,
but the hallowed ground of many other of
our childhood experiences. Those early days
that I was talking about last time; and we are
thankful for the efforts to keep these memo-
ries alive because it bolsters our identity and
pride as being “from South Amboy”, no
matter where we now may live.

Next Time:  “The Games.”
 Till then, “PRACTICE YOUR FOUL

SHOTS,”
The Ghost
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Where Have You Gone Vince Zebro?
By Tom Burkard

1967-Vince Zebro, one of the finest
catchers in history at St. Mary’s High
School, gets the catcher’s gear on
between innings.

Vince Zebro, a 1967 graduate of St.
Mary’s High School, was one of the finest
catchers in the school’s rich baseball his-
tory.  The following is an exclusive inter-
view via e-mail with him.

Vince went on to Old Dominion Uni-
versity and earned a B.S. in Health and
Physical Education, and also an MS in Pub-
lic School Administration.  He played base-
ball as a catcher/first baseman for 4 years,
leading the team to two NCAA Regional
appearances.

After college graduation, he got his first
teaching job, and stayed in Virginia.  He and
his wife Barbara currently live in Chesa-
peake, VA.

Zebro currently teaches Health and
Physical Ed at Lake Taylor High School in
Norfolk, VA, and has been a highly-suc-
cessful teacher for 33 years.  He has served
as Dean of Students, assistant principal,
head baseball coach, and volleyball coach
during the fall season for the last 11 years.
Vince has been a head baseball coach for 28
years, (at 3 different high schools) and won
several conference titles, in addition to tak-
ing his teams to the regionals on several
occasions.  He has had numerous players go
on to play on the collegiate level, and a few
who made it to pro ball.  He was an assistant
coach at Virginia Wesleyan College, and
still helps out there when he gets a chance
from his busy schedule in the fall semester.
He also works at the college’s camps and
showcases.

When asked what his best memories
were of his youth league days in South
Amboy, he responded, “Getting the chance
to play organized baseball.  We played a lot
of sandlot ball back then.  Also having the
chance to play on a real team was a big deal.”

Zebro was a key player on the now
legendary 1967 South Amboy team that
won the Carleton League championship.
The club was loaded with talent, and almost
everyone on the roster was All-Star caliber.

Vince was stellar throughout the season,
batting a team high .485 and leading the club
to the crown.  He recalled the ’67 team, “We
had a lineup with no let up or weak areas.  It
was a very solid club.  Most of us played on
other teams as well, like Legion ball and
AAABA.”

“Having the op-
portunity to play and
represent your school
was very meaning-
ful,” he said as he
recalled his playing
days in a St. Mary’s
Eagles uniform.  He
continued, “In addi-
tion, we were pretty
good.  Tom Kelly
was great, Dan
Hansell was a pretty
tough pitcher, Dave
Ertle played third
base.  I always got
amped up in going
against public
schools.  Playing
against Sayreville
and Hoffman HS was
a lot of fun.

Vince’s dad was
the great Ed “Lefty”
Zebro, who played
for a few years in the
Brooklyn Dodgers’
farm system.  When
asked about his
father’s influence on
him, he said, “He taught me quite a bit,
especially about hitting; the swing, pitcher
and tendencies, and reads.  He also taught
me a respect for the game, the way it should
be played and to play hard, no matter what.
Things that I try to instill in my players
today.  One of the coolest things was going
with him to Ebbets Field or to Philly, and

going into the big league locker rooms, and
these big leaguers actually knew my dad!
He played in the Dodger organization, and
told me how he was going to be called up and
replace Chuck Connors.  Remember the TV
show, “The Rifleman?”  But, World War II

broke out and he enlisted
in the Navy.  Every time
he watched that show,
he got really mad.

Zebro recalled the
time he and Hoffman
superstar, Billy Clayton
tried out for the New
York Yankees.  “Billy
Clayton-what an athlete!
We went to a tryout in
New Brunswick for the
Yankees.  There were
tons of guys, but Billy,
myself and a kid named
Brokaw (Gary Brokaw)
got picked to go for an-
other one at Yankee Sta-
dium.  Pretty exciting!

He has many fond
memories of his days at
St. Mary’s.  “I guess the
closeness of the student
body was a favorite
memory.  We all had our
clicks, but everyone was
friends.  We had fun to-
gether and respected
each other.  You don’t
see too much of that now.
I still think of that bunch

I hung out with.  Billy Gleason, Jack
Gelsinon, Danny Hansell, “Bo” Kurtz,
Cheryl Meisel.  I also like to recall gathering
at the corner in the PM, the pool hall across
the street, which was a great place to skip
class and an occasional Mass, and Vince the
Barber’s place.”

“Growing up in South Amboy in a
small town atmosphere, was a neat thing.

Everyone knew each other,” he stated.  He
said that the town in which he resides in does
not remind him of South Amboy.  “Not at
all.  Hampton Reads is pretty big with tons
of things going on all the time.  Of course,
there’s Virginia Beach, and we’re only an
hour from the Outer Banks in North Caro-
lina.”

When he coached at Norfolk Academy,
he used to take his team to Orlando, Florida
during Spring Break to play some games.
He said that, “Tommy Kelly was there man-
aging the Twins, and was in Spring Train-
ing.  I took my players to their site in Or-
lando, and Tommy was nice enough to let
my players get on the field and mingle with
the big leaguers and get autographs.  It
meant a lot to the kids, and it was a great
experience for them. We also got to see
some of his games.”

He compared the athletes of today to
when those of when he was growing up in
the 1960’s.  “Kids are now bigger, stronger,
faster, but softer mentally.  They have the
advantages of weights, games, trainers and
technology, and better equipment.  Of course,
I say this as a generalization.  I have had
some very tough teams with a great team
concept, and I also have had some teams that
were just jello,” said Zebro.

Vince said that, “I visit my mom and
sister sometimes, and drop by South Amboy
to look around and reminisce, you know,
Sacred Heart, the high school, fields, etc.

Note: Vince Zebro was always a class-
act as an older teammate of mine for two
years on Danny Lewis’ South Amboy 1966
Mid-County and 1967 Carleton League
championship teams.  He always led by
example and was a positive influence on
every team he ever played on.  The young-
sters in Virginia are blessed to have a man as
knowledgeable and dedicated as Vince Zebro
for an outstanding teacher and coach!  Con-
gratulations, Vince on your successful ca-
reer, and keep up the great work!
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W W W. ?

Can you identify this local landmark?  Take a guess, and send it to: satimes@aol.com.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

WWW.? Winners
To our surprise, a record number of

loyal SA Times readers, correctly identi-
fied last month’s photo, which was submit-
ted by Claire Kuhn.  The house pictured was
the Briggs Estate, also known as the Briggs
Mansion, or the Estate of Lillian Briggs.
Any of the three were acceptable answers.

Our huge list of winners includes: Judith
Januszak, Estelle Pluskota, Frank
Matarangolo, Jim Nemeth, Gene Reagan,
Nancy Berry, W. Tom Kross, Betty Silvaney
(PA), Don Zrebiec, Caprice Kassem, John
Phillips, Joe “Sam” Madeline (FL), Mary
Sal Phillips, Mike “Woody” McCarthy, Paul
Bouchard, Agnes Leslie, Frank Paczkowski
(FL), Adelbert Murphy, Anna Friberg, Jack
Higgins (ID), Peggy Yanuzzelli, Jim Heim
(TX).

“Pot Luck” Supper
St. Mary Church will hold a “Pot Luck”

supper on Holy Thursday evening, April 13.
Volunteers are needed to help plan/organize
the event.  This is a wonderful opportunity to
get to know other members of the parish.
For more info, call Susette at 732-525-0141.

Irish Flag Raising
The South Amboy Irish-American As-

sociation has announced that Brian and Teri
Tierney will be raising the flags on March
17th at City Hall at 9 a.m.  All are invited to
attend.  Breakfast to follow at the Monaghan
House on South Pine Ave., South Amboy.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  -K.A.M.

Lost
By Al “Jocko” Jakimowicz  c. 1968

Lost in the summer as the days got cooler
And the leaves started to fall
Now it is winter almost all over
But still lost over all.

Dr. Jorge Gonzalez-Gomez (r) works to clean the snow from the blizzard in front of his Mid
Jersey Medical Supplies business on North Broadway, South Amboy.   His son, Jorge Jr. (l)
helps out as well.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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One Last Look At Christmas ’05-Sister Esther Hernandez and the 6th grade students at
St. Mary Elementary School created this beautiful Nativity scene for Christmas.  It was on
display throughout the holiday season in the showcase on the second floor.  Sister Esther,
who teaches Spanish and Art, said, “The 6th graders were good helpers, who gave up their
lunch and helped put the Nativity scene together.”
Pictured (l-r) Jennifer Boretzky, Sister Esther Hernandez, Melissa Kurtz and principal Donna
O’Boyle.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Hoffman Hi-Lites 2006
By Terry (Jankowski) Kelly

Alumni Profiles
Name-David Switzer, Class of 1955.
Favorite Memory-”Sports and friends.”
Greatest Accomplishment-”Worked for 35
years, married with 3 kids, divorced, and 4
grandkids.”
What is Dave doing these days?  “Retired.”
Name-Joan Wagner Badore, Class of 1956
Nickname-”Bade.”  Why?  (“A silly friend)
Favorite Memory-”My whole 4 years were
great!  From Joe Vail, principal to Mrs.
Dexheimer.  Clean fun and great classmates.
Class trips were great fun, and we had no
drugs, some smoking, but nothing serious.”
Greatest Accomplishment-”Raised 2 won-
derful children.”
What is Joan doing these days?  “Retired
and babysitting grandkids.”
Name-Gretchen Miller Evigan, Class of 1956
Nickname-”DOC.”  Why?  “I was going to
be a doctor.”
Favorite Memory-”Telling my parents I was
already married on my graduation night!”
Greatest Accomplishment-”Surviving our
49th and 50th Reunions.”
What is Gretchen doing these days?  “Re-
tired after 36 years in teaching and adminis-
tration at Piscataway Twp. Schools.”

Family Man
Author Unknown  (From the 1940’s)

He gladly spends his hard-earned wage for
those
Consuming treasures he can ill afford.
His family and he are in accord;
His pretty daughters dote on pretty clothes.
He sends his sons to college as he dreams
The age-old dream, “a better world to come.”
The hope he nourishes is but the sum
Of all men’s hope, the ever-broadening
stream.
His colleagues know him as a man worth
knowing.
No ill-famed idols desecrate his life.
His cup is filled with love, and overflowing
Into the soul of her whom he calls wife.
This man is not the hero of a book;
You’ll find him living near you, if you look.

Locals Graduate From
Wm. Paterson U.

Congratulations to two South Amboy
residents and South Amboy High School
alumni who recently graduated from Will-
iam Paterson University.

Ms. Lisa McCarthy, daughter of Kevin
& Cathy (Zebro) McCarthy, graduated from
William Paterson’s College of Education
(Early Childhood) and is presently a perma-
nent substitute at the Ignacio Cruz School in
Perth Amboy.  She is looking forward to
becoming a permanent member of their staff
in September.

Mr. Brian McNamara, Jr., son of Brian
and Eileen (Hoey) McNamara, graduated
from Willie P’s College of Science & Health
(Physical Education.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You in
my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

Casino Night
Our Lady of Victories School HAS is

sponsoring a Casino Night to be held on
March 18 from 7 to 10 p.m.  Advance tickets
are $30 (after March 5 cost is $35), which
includes admission, start up chips, hors
d’oeuvres, dessert and coffee.  The event
will be held in Monsignor Dalton Hall, Main
Street, Sayreville and doors will open at
6:30.  For the beginner or experienced player,
and over 21 only, please.  No cash prizes, but
winners are eligible for other exciting prize
drawings.  Call (732) 257-5093 for more
information and to reserve your tickets.
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Daddy-Daughter
Dance

The South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary
Club will hold its First Annual Daddy-Daugh-
ter Dance on Friday, February 10, 2006. The
dance will be held at the Sayreville Knights of
Columbus at 775 Washington Road, Parlin,
New Jersey. It will begin at 6:00 pm and end
at 10:00 pm.

The evening will include a supper buf-
fet, music by a DJ, raffles, gifts and door
prizes. Portraits will be available for pur-
chase at the event. The price is $50 per couple
with another $20 for each additional special
girl.

Make checks payable to the South
Amboy/Sayreville Rotary Club and mail to
P.O. Box 3001, South Amboy, NJ 08879, call
732-721-0400, or email:
customfinancial@verizon.net. RSVP by Feb-
ruary 5, 2006.

Make it a date to escort your favorite girl
to dinner, dancing and delightful doings.

Healing Mass
A Charismatic Healing Mass will be

held on Wednesday, March 8, 2006, 7:30
p.m. at St. Bernadette Church, corner of
Princeton and Villanova Roads, in Old
Bridge. Rev. John Campoli, Director of His
Love Ministries, will be the presider. The
Healing Mass is sponsored by Jesus Our
Redeemer Prayer Group. The Prayer Group
meets every Wednesday at 8 PM in St.
Bernadette Church. For information, please
call 732-525-0502.

VENDOR EXPO at St. Bernadette
A Vendor Expo will be held on Satur-

day, 3/4, 10AM-3pm, in Lourdes Center, St.
Bernadette Church, Villanova & Princeton
Rds, Parlin. Shop with Avon, Pampered
Chef, Mary Kay, Tastefully Simple, Home
and Garden Party, Party Lite, TupperWare,
and many more. Sponsored by Catholic
Daughters of the AmericasÆ Queenship of
Mary Court #1743. Gift raffle and 50/50.
Vendor tables available @ $25. Call 732-
721-3201.

Good Old Days

LETTERS

Remember those good old days in the ‘60’s?  Enjoying a summer day in the early 1960’s in
a backyard on John St., South Amboy, are, (l-r) Alex “Jocko” Jakimowicz, Lenny Ambroziak
(On bike), and Joe Tanski (On the Soap Box Derby racer), remember them?  (Photo courtesy
of Lenny Ambroziak)

“Pedals For
Progress”

Bike Collection
“Pedals For Progress” is a non-profit

group that collects used bicycles that can be
recycled for use in Third World countries.
With use of a bicycle, an individual has a
greater opportunity for employment that
may not be in the immediate area of one’s
home.  The South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary
Club will hold a bicycle collection this spring,
on Sat.. April 29 from 9 a.m. to noon, at St.
Mary’s School parking lot.  If someone you
know received a new bicycle for Christmas,
please save the old one for the collection in
April!  You’ll be helping someone in a
foreign land!

Dear Tom,
A friend recently sent me a few issues

of the South Amboy-Sayreville Times, it
was an incredible experience. The paper
brought back memories of  my youth in the
“Pleasant Little City”, I even read all of the
advertisements.

You produce a fine paper, keep up the
good work. Will you ever go on-line?

Sincerely,
Richard Sullivan
 Dublin, Ireland

Hi Tom,
Enjoyed the SA Times column and pic-

ture of Frank Norek.  He certainly gave a lot
of his time to South Amboy.  His father John
Norek was one of the founding members of
the South Amboy First Aid.  The Norek has
been active volunteers through the Fire De-
partment and First Aid for about four gen-
erations.

Adam Kierst
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Washington

Tom,
I received a subscription last year as a

gift.  I have really enjoyed each issue. Keep
up the good work!

Pat (Redmond) Rodak
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Tom,
Enclosed please find my renewal re-

quest for another year of your great publica-
tion.  It is a welcome addition each month,
and keeps us appraised of the activities of
my former residence and hometown.

Best Regards,
Paul Ust
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Washington

Old Sayings
*You’re a chip off the old block.

*You’re the spitting image of  *You’re a
dead-ringer for *That’s not half-bad.
*Don’t flip your lid.  *Put a lid on it.  *Go
milk a cow.

Human Behavior
Classes

The Gathering Place, located at 130
Bray Ave., Middletown, will be offering the
following Human Behavior classes presented
by Sister Peggy Noone: March 1-Living
NOW; March 8-The Challenge of Anger;
March 22-Creating Positive Relationships;
March 29-What is Your Vision of Life?
April 6-Stay Focused (Dr. Noone).

The classes are held each Wed. from
7:30-9 p.m. at The Gathering Place.  Cost is
$10 per session.  For more info call 732-495-
7615.

Salute The Bears
Gather at the Cheesequake Park Inter-

pretive Center on March 5 at 1 p.m. to learn
about the history of “Smokey The Bear,”
and the New Jersey Black Bear.  Each par-
ticipant should bring their own “Teddy Bear.”
The program is FREE and open to all ages.
For more info call 732-566-3208.
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McCarrick Program Helps Seniors
Cardinal McCarrick High school sched-

uled the highly rated Making College &
Career Count in school presentation for its
senior class. The one hour presentation was
delivered free to students on Tuesday Janu-
ary 17, 2006.

The presentation is designed to help
students begin to think about their next steps
upon graduation and what they need to ac-
complish throughout the upcoming years in
order to maximize their opportunities for
future success.  The program also addresses
important issues such as time management,
choosing career paths, gaining experience
through internships and meaningful work
experience and study skills.

“Graduation from high school is a key
transition period in a student’s life,” said
Making It Count Vice President, J.R. Cifani
.  “Our goal is to provide and reinforce the
positive messages counselors and teachers
are giving to their students during this cru-
cial time and help students understand that
anyone can be successful if they choose to
be.”

Cardinal McCarrick High school also
scheduled the highly anticipated Making
Your College Search Count presentation for
its junior class. The one hour presentation
was delivered free to students on Wednes-
day February 1, 2006.

Making Your College Search Count
provides students with crucial information
on how to conduct an effective college search
and selection.  It is designed to help students
begin thinking about which colleges would
be right for them and what they need to do to
apply.

The Making College & Career Count &
Making Your College Search Count pro-
gram will be presented to more than 650,000
high school seniors and juniors nationwide
during the 2006 spring semester.  These free
presentations have reached over 13 million
students since 1999.  Guidance counselors
on average rated the value of the ideas
presented a 9.5 on a 10-point scale.

Key content and supporting materials
for the Making College & Career Count
presentation and key content to supplement
the Making Your College Search Count
presentation can be found online at

http://www.makingitcount.com.  The
website offers a wide variety of tools and
resources for current and future high school
students.  Schools interested in hosting any
of the presentation programs may contact
Making It Count at 513-772-1188 for more
information.

This giant-sized, inflatable football was on display outside a local home on Super Bowl
Sunday to show support for the Pittsburgh Steelers.  The rest is history! (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

Football Awards
Banquet

The Touchdown Club of Cardinal
McCarrick High School held its 2005 Foot-
ball Awards Banquet on Dec. 4, 2005.  The
following awards were presented: Junior
Varsity Coach’s Award-Nick Panepinto and
Jeff Scenna; Junior Varsity Player of the
Year-Jared Stone and Jesse Stone; Varsity
12th Man Award-Chinua Obaze; Varsity
Coach’s Award-Kevin Romer; Varsity Most
Valuable Defensive Player-Olatileua “T”
Adetula; Varsity Most Valuable Offensive
Player-Jordan Manley; Varsity Most Valu-
able Player-Michael Domenichetti; Ring of
Honor-Will Manley, Jose Rosario, Jordan
Manley, Mike Domenichetti, Jaroslav
“Yare” Kozlowski, Chris “Dobo”
Dobrowolski, Dave Goreba, Scott Bare, Bill
Wagner.  Congratulations to all!

Did You Know?
St. Mary’s High School Class of 1969,

(the first to graduate from the new school),
turned out six lawyers: James Vail, Joseph
Bulman, Eugene Cross, Joseph Casey,
Michael Coakley and Maurice Nadeau.

GMCT Basketball
Tourney

1st Round
Boys
Highland Park 75 South Amboy 52-Joe

Bartlinski scored 16 and Brian Seres 12.
Cardinal McCarrick 61 Carteret 41-

Vincente Rosario had 27 points, and Carlos
Garcia 15.

Sayreville 58 Spotswood 37-Kofi Genfi
20 points, 15 rebounds.  Tom Robinson 15
points.

Girls
Edison 58 South Amboy 43-Katey

Charmello 20 points, Jen Braun 14 Nicole
Scarillo 10.

Sayreville 71 South River 34-Lauren
Bednarz 20 points, Danielle Mokrzycki 15
points, Holly Miara 13.

2nd Round
Boys
New Brunswick 91 Cardinal McCarrick

88-Rosario 42 points (21-22 free throws),
Garcia 17, Canela 10.

Colonia 50 Sayreville 46-Genfi 17
points, Larry Pokrywa 14.

Girls-Cardinal McCarrick 45 Sayreville
31-Lauren Zarantanello 12 points, Chrissy
Keir 10.  Holly Miara had 13 for the Bomb-
ers.

City Gets Website
The City of South Amboy has launched

its Municipal Website.
www.yoursouthamboy.com is now active.
Residents and interested parties may visit
this website to get information about the
City and its services, view the City commer-
cial, or find a link to various websites.  This
site is operating while under construction
with additional information being added
daily.  Check it out!

NEXT ISSUE
MARCH 31ST

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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