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Youngsters Help Hurricane Victims-This group of South Amboy youngsters is pictured in
front of their table on the corner of Ridgeway Ave. and Conover St., South Amboy, as they
take a break from selling cookies, brownies and other treats in order to raise money for
Hurricane Katrina victims.  The group of caring youngsters, who spent their Labor Day
Weekend raising money for the needy instead of going to the beach, includes Nicole
Poggioli, Matt Michalik, Holly Wood, Richard Wood, Kyle Gregg, Paul Poggioli, Thomas
Loughery, Faith Loughery.  One of the children’s mothers said, “They came up with this idea
by themselves.”  It certainly was a great idea, and this group of caring individuals should be
congratulated for helping the needy.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Gary U.S. Bonds sings one of his hits for the huge crowd at the recent Raritan Bay Seafood
Feastival.   The festival featured a 9/11 tribute, community talent show, live entertainment,
vendors and Seafood!!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Jack McKeon

McKeon Wins
1,000th Game

By Tom Burkard
On September 3, South Amboy’s fa-

vorite son, Jack McKeon smoked his tradi-
tional cigar after his Florida Marlins nipped
the New York Mets, 5-4 in a real thriller.
This was an extra special occasion, which
marked his 1,000th win as a Major League
Baseball manager, and in addition to his
routine stogie, he was honored with cham-
pagne in his office, and an all-expenses paid
trip to the Bahamas from Marlins’ owner,
Jeffrey Loria.

McKeon became the seventh current

manager in the bigs with 1,000 victories or
more.  He takes his place alongside Tony
LaRussa, Joe Torre, Bobby Cox, Lou
Piniella, Dusty Baker and Mike Hargrove.
Jack is the 52nd manager in baseball history
to record 1,000 wins, as his record soared to
(1,000-924).

Jack said that,  “I was so involved in the
game, and I didn’t realize it until they flashed
it on the board, and all the guys started
congratulating me.”

In the victory over the Mets, superstar
Miguel Cabrera blasted a 3-run double in the
bottom of the 7th inning to give the Marlins
a hard-fought 5-4 triumph.  Closer Todd
Jones notched his 34th save, and presented
Jack with the game ball, and later stated, “To
be able to hand him the ball after the game is
special.  A thousand wins is a lot for a
manager.   I don’t think all the managers that
I’ve played for have a combined 1,000 wins.”

Ron Villone, who had played for
McKeon at Cincinnati was the winning
pitcher, and said, “He’s been around the
game a long time.  It’s great to see stuff like
that.”

McKeon began his managing career at
24 years old in 1955 with Fayetteville in the
Carolina League, and went on to rack up a
minor league managing record of (1146-
1123).  He realized one of his dreams in
1973, when he was hired to manage the
Kansas City Royals Major League Baseball
Club.  On the big league level, he also
managed at Oakland, San Diego, and Cin-
cinnati, before coming to the Florida Mar-
lins in 2003, and performing nothing short
of a miracle, as he guided them to the World
Series Championship over the New York
Yankees.Ronnie Keegan

Wasnak
Remembered

On Sept. 10th, prior to the Annual
Mayor’s Trophy Game against the Sayreville
Leprechauns,

The Morgan-Parlin Panther Football
and Cheerleading Organization placed a
Memorial Monument at the entrance of its
home field at the Middlesex County Water-
front Park in dedication to Greg Wasnak.
Before his unexpected death last year, he
was involved with the Panthers for nearly 25
years.  Wasnak tirelessly donated his time
and talent to the Panther Organization.  He
displayed great character, commitment and
leadership all in the interest of helping the
youth of our community.

Ronnie Keegan, 47 of South Amboy
died on Aug. 19.  One of the City’s most
highly-respected citizens, he gave an awful
lot back to his hometown.  His dedication
and involvement was really most evident in
his hard work with the South Amboy First
Aid & Safety Squad.  He was elected Cap-
tain on two different occasions in 1983 and
1990.

Long-time officer/member, Lee Steiner
met him in ’78 when he joined the Squad,
and followed him through the ranks.  When
Ronnie was elected Captain in ’83, Lee was
his assistant.  “We went through a period
when we had a lot of Squad weddings.
Kevin Meszaros & Joanie, Ronnie &
Roxanne, Bill Parsons & Renee, Joe Halmi
& Mary Ann Manhattan.  We were all a big
family.  It was a family affair.  We answered
calls and marched in parades,” said Steiner.
It was a time when life-long friendships
developed, as the couples worked together
to help others in times of need and crisis.

Lee said that “Ronnie was a regular guy
who didn’t try to intimidate you even though
he had rank, and was willing to help you out
and understand some difficult calls you may
have been on.  Ronnie was well liked and
respected.  His loss hit close to home be-
cause we’re in his age bracket.  We aged in
the Squad.”

My first memories of Ronnie were as a
hustling ballplayer in the South Amboy Little
Fellas and Babe Ruth Leagues, where his
love of the game and desire to win was
obvious to anyone who knew baseball.

We really connected about three years
ago, when I was looking for a special assis-
tant/driver to Shea Stadium when I covered
Jack McKeon and the Marlins, each time
they came to New York to play the Mets.  I
can honestly say that despite traffic jams at
times on our way to NY, I was never bored,
as Ronnie had an endless supply of great
stories to tell about his days on the First Aid,
baseball of course, and life in general.  He
was the kind of guy that seemed a bit quiet
at first, but when he got to know you, opened
up and was one of the most interesting
people I’ve ever met, and believe me, in the
newspaper business, I have met a few through
the years.

In the summer of ’03, the first year that
Ronnie was my assistant, I can recall how
thrilled he was, when I took him into the
Marlins’ clubhouse for the first time with
me to visit and interview McKeon.  The
following day, I had brought pictures I had

continued on page 6

Fundraiser For SA
Firefighter

The “Jimmy Moran Family Fund,” spon-
sored by the firefighting friends of Jimmy
Moran will hold a fundraiser at Champs
Americana Restaurant, Menlo Park Mall,
Edison, on Tues., Sept. 27 from 4-11 p.m.

Jimmy Moran has been a volunteer
firefighter with the Mechanicsville Hose Co.
of the South Amboy Fire Dept. for 16 years.
He and his wife Laura, both 36, have been
married for almost 15 years, and have two
children Jimmy, 11, and Jaime 4.  Laura
works for her sister at Jacqueline’s Florist in
South Amboy, and Jimmy is employed by
Waste Management in Matawan, but has
been unable to work since June due to his
illness.

Jimmy has fought fires for 16 years and
now faces the biggest fight of his life.  He has
been diagnosed with lung cancer which has
metastasized into his shoulder blade, down
his spinal column and into two parts of his
brain.  He is currently undergoing Radiation
and Chemotherapy for treatment.

Please join us for the evening to help out
Jimmy and his family offset the immense
financial impact of the medical treatments.
10% of the profits of the evening will go
directly to the Jimmy Moran Family Fund.
No tickets necessary.  Just show up, have
some dinner, have some drinks, have some
fun.

There will be a special appearance by
the Middlesex County Pipe and Drums.
Entertainment by DJ Johnny B.  Questions:
Michael Geraltowski-732-525-0265.

Former First Aid
Captain Dies

By Tom Burkard
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South Amboy city employee, Nick Haak, drives the City’s newest piece of equipment, a
compact-sized street sweeper, while cleaning First Street.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Pleasant Little
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.The principal of Sayreville Middle

School in 2002?  a.Surmi Patel b.Frank
Alfano c.Kaleed Muhammad

2.In 1987, this South Amboy man por-
trayed Mr. R.E. Cycle for the NJ Dept. of
EPA?  a.Mr. Romer b.Mr. Jones
c.Mr.Mientkiewicz

3.He served as South Amboy Mayor
from 1964-68?  a.Richard Schultz b.William
O’Leary c.Joseph Charmello

4.The theme for St. Mary’s 1964 prom
was?  a.Holland Holiday b.Cherry Blos-
som Festival c.Shangri-La

5.Sayreville War Memorial High
School’s 1969 musical?  a.Evening In Paris
b.Kiss Me Kate c.Moulin Rogue

6.President of the Sayreville First Aid
Squad in ’74?  a.Don Eberle b.Harry Farver
c.Herbert Bright

7.This business was located on the
corner of Bordentown Ave. & Jernee Mill
Rd. in Sayreville in 1974?  a.Sunshine
Biscuits b.Quigley Company
c.International Recycling

8.Appointed head of South Amboy
Welfare Board in 1976?  a.Mary Mohan
b.Carol Jankowski c.Jennifer Molanski

9.In 1990, this nightclub was located
on Rt. 35 north, South Amboy?  a.Colonel’s
Garter b.D’Scene c.J.J. Rockers

10.Pastor of Sacred Heart Church in
1990?  a.Father Banach b.Msgr. Urbanik
c.Father Madura

11.In 1980, Bruce Richmond replaced
this person as 3rd Ward Councilman in
South Amboy?  a.Thomas O’Brien
b.Chester Meinzer Jr. c.Al Sorrentino

12.Chief of the Sayreville Fire Depart-
ment in ’82?  a.Richard Kosmoski b.Dennis
Grobelny c.Paul Bulla

Answers
1b 2a 3a 4c 5b 6c 7a 8b 9c 10a 11b 12c.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Four Return Home To Teach
Four Sayreville residents, Lauren

Switzer, Tami Coyle, Leah Craig and Janet
Ust will be teaching full-time at Sayreville
War Memorial High School.  Switzer and
Craig starred in athletics at Sayreville, Coyle
excelled in sports at St. John Vianney, and
Ust was a standout at BishopAhr.  Congratu-
lations and best of luck on your new careers!
In Memoriam

Eddie Grover, 49, of South Amboy died
on Aug. 9.  He was an avid antique collector
and loved reading The SA Times.  He was an
interesting person and great guy.  John Metz
III, 58, of Parlin died on Aug. 9.  He worked
for the Parlin Post Office for 36 years, and
was the Sayreville VFW’s “Citizen Of The
Year” in 1985.  Thomas Polak III, 62, of
South Amboy died on Aug. 28.  He was a
founding member of the Main Street, South
Amboy group.  Frank Jankowski, 58, of
South Amboy died on Aug. 31.  He was the
assistant coach for the late Joe McCarthy’s
legendary SA Babe Ruth League champi-
ons of 1964-65-66.  Bob Grover, 58, of
Parlin died on Sept. 1.  He retired as a
patrolman from the Sayreville Police Dept.
after 26 years in 1996.  Bob won 2 Purple
Hearts in the Viet Nam War, and was a past
commander of the Luke A. Lovely Ameri-
can Legion Post #62 of South Amboy.  An
avid guitar player, Grover played with The
Rondells in the ‘60’s.  Bernadette “Bonnie”
Vona Hetzel, 54, of South Amboy died on
Sept. 5.  A ’70 graduate of St. Mary’s High,
she was a very nice lady, and her kindness
was appreciated by everyone.

All wonderful people, they will cer-
tainly be missed.  God bless them!
Zoll Missed In Yearbook

Joan Zoll, a very important member in
Hoffman High’s Class of ’55, was inad-

vertently omitted in last month’s “Year-
book” feature in The SA Times.  Congratu-
lations on your 50th Class Reunion, Joan!
Gene James Is A Monk

St. Mary’s graduate, Gene James, now
known as Brother William has been a monk

for over 50 years.  He is at St. Joseph’s
Abbey in Spencer MA.  Congratulations,
Brother William!

Class of ’70 Reunion
St. Mary’s High School Class of 1970

will hold its 35th Reunion on Nov. 25 at the
Buttonwood Manor, Matawan, from 8 p.m.
to midnight.  The cost is $85 per person with
an open bar.  For more information, contact
Maripat Lauritsen Zupko at
Zupshin@aol.com or Theresa Lave Bielak
at ceceliaT16@aol.com.

Sayreville Woman
Honored

Sayreville resident, Cathleen Furlew
Sedlak,76, was honored by the Sayreville
Board of Education for never missing a day
of school in 12 years while attending
Sayreville schools.

Cathleen, the wife of Sayreville Recre-
ation Director, Mickey Sedlak was the vale-
dictorian in her graduating Class of 1946.
Cathleen received a beautiful plaque, amaz-
ingly 59 years after her high school gradua-
tion.  Congratulations, Cathleen!

OLV Reunion
Rescheduled

The Our Lady of Victories School
Alumni Association in Sayreville is having
an Alumni Reunion on Friday, Nov. 4 from
7-11 p.m. at Msgr. Dalton Hall on Main St.
The reunion is open to all alumni.  The cost
of the ticket is $35 per person, and needs to
be purchased in advance.  Spouses and guests
are welcome.  A buffet dinner, beer, wine,
soda, coffee, tea, dessert, DJ, and a favor
from the Alumni Association are included
in the ticket price.  If you are interested in
attending, or for more info, or would like to
be added to the alumni association’s mailing
list, please contact Pam (Newton) Lubeski,
Class of 1986 at 732-721-2335 or e-mail:
plubeski@mail.com

See You In September
The Kiwanis Club of Old Bridge will

proudly present “The Happenings”, whose
songs include “Go Away Little Girl” and
“See You In September”.  The concert will
be held on Thursday, September 29th, at the
New Sandburg Middle School, formerly the
Old Bridge High School West Campus, 3439
Route 516, Old Bridge.  Doors open at 7:00
pm with Showtime beginning at 7:30 pm.
Admission is $10.00 and is open to the
general public with open seating.

Kiwanis is a global organization of vol-
unteers dedicated to changing the world one
child and one community at a time.  Founded
in 1915, Kiwanis is a thriving organization
of over 600,000 service and community
minded individuals in 96 countries, who
support children and adults around the world.
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 ★   Business of the Month  ★
D.R.F. Video Productions

ACTUAL ASPS PATIENT

Her
secret
is an
ASPS
plastic
surgeon.

Put your confidence in a plastic surgeon who is certified by
the American Board of Plastic Surgery.

Sandra J. Gatt, MD, FACS
540 Bordentown Ave., Suite 4100 • South Amboy, NJ

08879
In the South Amboy Medical Center

732-274-1500
www.sandragatt.com

• Moles   • Skin Cancer  • Wounds  • Cosmetic
Surgery

• Reconstructive Surgery  • Lasers
• Also: Procedures Unique to Senior Citizens

Medicare Medical Insurance
Workman’s Compensation Visa/Mastercard

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF

PLASTIC SURGEONS

Rui Francisco, owner of D.R.F. Video Productions is shown at his studio in Morgan,
with some of his state-of-the-art-equipment.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

D.R.F. Video Productions, which
was founded in July 2000, is located at
362 Lorraine Ave., South Amboy.  It is a
multi-purpose, professional video pro-
duction company, which is owned and
operated by Rui Francisco.  D.R.F. has
been providing Digital and non-linear
editing, and single or multi-camera Digi-
tal recordings for an array of events in-
cluding weddings, birthday parties, com-
mercials, video production either in the
studio or field, and graduations.

Rui has worked in the wedding busi-
ness for over 10 years, and also has 3
years experience in cable TV, and 11
years for other similar companies.  D.R.F.
is expanding its services to their custom-
ers by offering wedding packages as part
of their many fields of expertise.  D.R.F.
Video can help you create unforgettable
memories on your special day. . .

Your wedding day, when two hearts
become one. D.R.F. will create digital
memories that will become more trea-
sured as time goes by.

For your wedding, you can choose
from three very impressive packages,

all reasonably priced.  Package #3 is
one of the most popular and includes:
video taping of ceremony and reception,

with editing, up to 35 pictures of bride/
groom as an opening, recap (summary
of the entire tape to one song), credits
(image/name of entire bridal party), 3
Tapes and 1 unchaptered DVD as a final
product and all the uncut raw footage.
Check with D.R.F. Video for Special
Show offers as well.

D.R.F. Video Productions is one of
the area’s most outstanding Video Pro-
duction businesses.  In addition to the
previously mentioned services, D.R.F.
also offer the following: script writing;
story boarding; duplication; CD/DVD
production and replication; conversion
to PAL.SECAM.MESECAM; still pho-
tography; awards dinners; news confer-
ences; product releases; press events;
sales meetings; training seminars; cor-
porate events; dance school productions;
school plays; news gathering.

D.R.F. Video Productions, where
the motto is, “A picture is worth a thou-
sand words. . .A video is worth a million
memories.”

Mr. Rui Francisco is the man to call
for any and all of your video needs.  Call
Rui today at 866-879-8578 or e-mail:
info@drfvideoproductions.com.  The
fax number is 732-553-0588.

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski (c) is pictured with Brenda Hopper (l) State Director of the
NJSBDC, and Deborah Smarth (r) Associate Director at a Small Business Forum recently
held at Sayreville.

Seminar Held
Raritan Bay FCU held a free seminar

on “Buying vs. Leasing a Car” at their Main
Lobby at 491 Raritan Street in Sayreville,
on Thursday, September 15,  Sean Noke,
Century 21 Motors, facilitated the seminar.

Noke  presented “Buying vs. Leasing a
Car” to members and potential members of
the Credit Union. The informational semi-
nar  provided sound advice for buying or
leasing a car. Attendees  received great tips
to help make their next purchase much
easier. Members were also informed of
affordable and flexible financing options
through Raritan Bay FCU.

Attendees w re automatically be en-
tered to win a bucket filled with car wash

goodies, a certificate for a free oil change
and a $25 gas card

Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union is a
non-profit, community chartered financial
institution that serves all of Middlesex
County. Raritan Bay was chartered in 1941,
and is owned and operated by its members.

Redmond
Appointed To Board

Lawrence Redmond, a 1967 St. Mary’s
High School graduate was appointed to the
Old Bridge Board of Education.  He is
currently the Planning Board chairman and
is a former township councilman.  Con-
gratulations, Larry!
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The Class of 2000 was greeted by new
principal, Dr. Frank Ianniruberto in early
September of 1999. . .Some of the fine
faculty included Sr. Anastasia, Sr. Kateri,
Sr. Paula Marie, Paul Battaglia, Candice
Schultz, Jannine DeCarlo, Robert Godbout,
Lurena Burnett. . .

Adam Ropelewski was president of the
Student Senate. . .Jennifer Stefanowicz was
Editor of the school newspaper. . .Amanda
Hado was editor of the yearbook, which was
dedicated to Gene Malahme. . .

Some of the seniors selected randomly
included: Jessica Barnard, Amy Blaha,
Lauren Beck, Stanley Beuns, Pauline
Buckalew, Pamela Dyke, Brian Edwards,
Jill Ellis, Vincent Farrell, Patrick Greco,
Danny Freeman, Roger Housman Jr., Dave
Jancola, Michael Kimball, Kathleen Kish,
Kimberly Kraemer, Paul Ladny, Rhashaan
Lamb, Chris La Scala, Bryan Latham, Karen
Lee, Amanda Lembo, Charles Lemanski,
Robert Magalski, Lynn McCarthy, Mario
Melillo, Shannon Murphy, Nicole
Montanile, John Moussa, Katie Murphy,
Krista Pernice, Tiffany Rettig, Kelly Rhodes,
Rebecca Rivera, Christopher Spicacci,
Laurie Szabunia, Pamela Thomson, Maggie
Vallejos, Brenda Vanderlick, Angela
Yurkunas, Daniel Godbout, Jennifer Arian,
Monica Lucas, Virginia Bartkowicz, Angelo
Campano, George Fahme, Ryan Romer,
Sabrina Velez, Larry Nixon.

Activities at St. Mary Regional were
abundant, and the students’ social calendars
were always busy.  A few clubs, etc. that
kept the kids busy were The Key Club;
Literary Magazine; Campus Ministry; Pep
Club. . .The first ever, “Homecoming” was
held in the fall of ’99, appropriately called,
“Homecoming ’99. . .Then there was the ski
trip in January 2000, and who could forget
the interesting visit to the school by two
Holocaust survivors. . .And how about Cin-
cinnati Reds’ baseball manager and St.
Mary’s alumnus, Jack McKeon’s visit to the

Yearbook-St. Mary Regional 2000
By Tom Burkard

City of South Amboy and school in early
2000?

Can you match any of these great nick-
names to the seniors of 2000?  Big Red,
Superman, Jigglypuff, Loopy, X-Ray,
Patches, Curls, Pappi, Goat, Ditz, Lefty,
Big-God, Gidget, Eddy Haskell, Tundra,
Shorty, Antdogg, G-Dog, Double A, Chika,
Spam, The Great One, Big Dawg. . .

The many, talented senior athletes were:
Veronica Velasco, Ramel Woods, Jay Zayac,
Joanna Picuri, Lenny Reidmiller, Dave
Zmigrodski, Charles Riccardi, Ryan Morrell,
Chrystal Otero, Jason Peine, Anthony
Pennello, Heather Baumlin, Thomas
Boychuk, Lisa Di Bernardo, Kelly Gardner,
Miroslaw Gietka, Kenneth Katko, Scott
Kaylor, Matthew Kurtz, Troy Mellios, David
Meyers, Greg Morris, Gerard Pizzillo, Adam
Ropelewski, Matt Sabo (Professional Ten-
nis player), Jody Sprague, Nicole Calabrese,
Salvatore Campo, Tom Casazza, Mary Chan,
Stefanie D’Angelo, Clarissa de La Pena,
Brian Edwards, Jennifer Ferrara, Ed Foley,
David Gardella, Daniel Godbout, Courtney
Kowal, Danielle Krumme, Chris La Scala,
Amanda Lio, Jennifer Lynam, Matt
Rondeau, Joe Tortorici, Dyan Unger, Wil-
son Montero, Kevin Marcinczyk Jr., An-
thony Valdivieso, Robert Magalski. . .

Senior captains of the cheerleaders were
Allison Dombrowski, Jessica Lunsden and
Kelly Rosenberg. . .

St. Mary Regional HS, Class of 2000
was one, pretty interesting and diversified
group of young adults.  By now, they’re
finished college, and making their positive
marks on the world.

The Love Force
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 2003

There exists a Force
So unbelievably strong
With unconditioned understanding
And benevolent protection
Divinely inspired
And eternally given
Free to all with all
Because, It loves us!

Fire Prevention
Demonstration

The Sayreville Fire Department will be
hosting our 2nd Annual Fire Prevention
Demonstration on October 7th, 2005 from
6:30 pm till 8:30 pm at the Sayreville War
Memorial High School.  Last year we held
our very first successful Fire Prevention
Demonstration.  Several surrounding towns
displayed their apparatus and performed
Educational presentations.

Refreshments will be available and
prizes will be raffled off to Sayreville stu-
dents in grades K through 5.

This event has proven to be both educa-
tional and informative with regard to the
daily operations of Emergency Services
throughout our town and county.

Sayreville Day
Vendors, Merchants,
and Crafters

The Sayreville Day committee is seek-
ing food vendors, merchants, and crafters
for their annual Sayreville Day. Anyone
interested in participating in this event should
contact (732) 390-7070 or Patti at (212)
993-3339.

Sayreville Day
Sayreville Day, a community-wide

event, will be held on Sunday, September
25, 2005 from 10AM -4PM at Sayreville
War Memorial High School on Washington
Road, Parlin. The rain date for the event is
October 2, 2005.

The opening ceremony will begin at
11:00AM with an invocation by Reverend
John Grimes, an honor guard, remarks by
Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, and soloist Maggie
Bera.

Various kiddie rides will be available
along with a horse and carriage ride, petting
zoo, and pony rides.

A food court will offer American and
ethnic dishes. Phil Rainone of R&R Music
will be the event’s DJ for the day.  Head over
Heeels will be featured at 12 noon.Patsy
Palma will be featured in our entertainment
circle at 1PM. Triple H Productions will
follow at 2PM. Radio station WMGQ will
be at the event from 12 – 2PM. Local authors
will also be available for book signings
throughout the day.

Stop by the hospitality to sign in and
receive free give gifts. Come enjoy this
wonderful community day where neighbor
meets neighbor.

For further information contact (732)
390 – 7070 or e-mail SayrevilleDay 2005.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.
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Former First Aid
Captain Dies
continued from page 1

taken the previous day of the great “Pudge”
Rodriguez to the clubhouse to give to the
catcher as a gift, and he shook my hand and
graciously said, “Thank you very much, sir”
in broken English.  “Pudge’s” respect to-
wards me seemed to really impress Ronnie,
and I heard him tell other people about that
moment several times.

Ronnie loved baseball, (Even more than
me if that was possible) and was into Rotis-
serie baseball for probably about 20 years.
He not only loved the game, but knew the
players and teams inside-out.  He also was
one of Jack McKeon’s biggest fans, and also
a huge fan of locals Allie Clark, John &
Eddie O’Brien, Ed “Buddy” Popowski, and
Tom Kelly.

As my assistant, he got to know Mar-
lins’ third base coach, Jeff Cox very well,
and really thought the world of “Coxsie.”

On our last trip to Shea on July 1st,
Ronnie got to meet Jack’s bench coach,
Harry Dunlop, and sat with him in the dug-
out during batting practice, listening to his
great stories, and just enjoying being a part
of the big league atmosphere.  Ronnie also
took lots of photos of the players, and en-
joyed our dinners at The Diamond Club,
where we would always see Tom Seaver,
Rusty Staub, Fran Healy, and Matt Loughlin.

I know he enjoyed traveling with his
family on vacations.  He loved them dearly
and was very proud of his wife Roxanne and
3 daughters, Katelyn, Jaclyn, and Allyson.

Keegan went on an annual trip to the
Baseball Hall of Fame at Cooperstown, NY,
with a few of his baseball buddies.  I was
asked to go a few years ago, and joined
Ronnie, his brother-in-law, Kevin Meszaros,
Tom Boychuk, and Carlos “The Baker,” on
a most memorable journey.  It takes about 5
hours to get to Cooperstown, so out of the
clear blue, Ronnie starts calling out nick-
names of South Amboy people, and says
“Who was nicknamed this?, or who did they
call that?”  In no time, we were all very
involved in Ronnie’s brilliant nickname
game, and passing time, while we had fun.  It
was a blast, trying to remember all the nick-
names, as almost everyone in “The Pleasant
Little City” has one.  Kevin and I suggested
that Ronnie write a book on South Amboy
nicknames.

Ronnie’s life was about much more
than baseball.  He was a kind and generous
person who went out of his way to help or
cheer people up.  An older woman told me
that 3 days after her husband died, Ronnie
brought her a copy of The South Amboy-
Sayreville Times, just to cheer her up.  I can
remember seeing him taking elderly people
to the doctors or to different social events,
because they had no way to get to those
places.  He wanted them to be taken care of.

Last fall, he came to my door, and
handed me a big bag, and said, “This is for
you.”  I opened it, and was thrilled to find 2
Florida Marlins tee shirts, and 2 Marlins
sweatshirts, and he wouldn’t take a dime for
it, saying it was a gift for me, for making him
my Special Assistant.

Ronnie Keegan, walked on this earth
for only a short time, but touched so many
lives in such a positive way.   This can be
attested by the 800 plus people that showed
up for his one-day wake at The Gundrum
Service Home For Funerals, and St. Mary’s
Church, which was packed for the funeral.

Ronnie Keegan had a big heart.  He
helped anyone and everyone if he thought
you were a good person.  He was one of my
closest friends, and I will always miss him,
but never forget the good times we had at the
ballpark.  Ronnie is definitely up there in
baseball heaven with a front row seat to any
game he wants to watch, and I’m betting
he’ll be cheering for the Yankees and the
Marlins.

St. Mary’s Pastor, Father Dennis
Weezorak concluded his poignant homily at
Ronnie’s funeral by saying, “If you knew
Ronnie Keegan, you were blessed.”  How
true!  God bless you, Ronnie, and thank you!

LETTERS
Dear Publisher,
For over 25 years, George Krzyzanowski,

a South Amboy native, has taught the youth
of this town both in and out of the classroom.
He has also coached student athletics in
South Amboy, both in and out of season.  To
know George, one immediately sees his
strength and character, an undeniable integ-
rity, and an industriousness to better himself
and all that spend time with him.  What you
get when you see George is that he’s a
citizen that has invested his life in his home-
town, South Amboy.

For those of you who have been around
long enough, you’ll remember that he was a
superb athlete whose work ethic and talents
were indeed a pleasure to watch.  It is this
work ethic that he has imparted to each and
every student who has sat in his classroom
and every athlete who put on a uniform for
him.  Many athletes may not have agreed
with him, but we would bet to the last kid,
that in retrospect, they would concur: While
he was tough, he was fair.  He prepared one
for life.  George, like many of us was “no
silver spooner.”  If you were willing to put in
the effort, you would realize the fruits of
these labors; that good things indeed happen
to those who work hard.  For George will
always be a teacher, a parent, a role model to
his family, to his students, to his student-
athletes and this community.

While we no longer live here in town,
we have continued to view & support George
in his love and pursuit of his career.  He
could’ve moved out of town after gradua-
tion as many of us have.  But, there was one
thing that was always front & center with
George: his love of life, his love of being a
teacher and coach, and to be able to guide
and teach the children of the people that he
grew up with, and now their children’s chil-
dren.  Commitment, integrity and character.
Try finding that on a resume or transcript.

George visited with the principal on
countless occasions to make sure that his
athletes were “doing their work,” making
sure that they were on the right track.  It was

the same for his students.  Extra help?  He
was there.  He employed athletes during the
summer at his camps, his business, etc. to
make sure they were on the right road, not
one that may lead into trouble.

This was our opportunity to “Step up to
the plate,” to write the facts, because there is
not one ounce of fiction associated with the
name, the person, our brother, George
Krzyzanowski.

We love you, our brother, the father, the
teacher and the coach.

Carol M. Smith (nee Krzyzanowski)
Ted Krzyzanowski

Dear Tom,
I just received my SA Times and had to

drop you a note of how much I enjoy the
paper.  You know you are getting old when
guys I played ball with are retiring!  (Jack
Repsha and Mike Deitche).  They look so
young!

Give my best to the “Pleasant Little
City!”

Pete Toth
(Formerly of South Amboy)
New York
P.S.  Sorry I missed the HG Hoffman

Reunion.

Dear Tom,
Thank you for the paper.  I read it today

and was very pleased!  You sure do a good
job on reporting the happenings in and around
South Amboy.

Ray Hajducsek
(’50 St. Mary’s Grad)
South Carolina

Dear Mr. Burkard,
I think the paper is great, and many

people in the community are grateful for it.
Keep up the good work!

Alexis Kozak
South Amboy

Dear Editor,
My husband and I saw the young buck

at the Waterfront Park twice.  He’s a sight to
behold in our area.  Have a feeling we may
see a family in due course.

Tom, keep up the good work with your
great staff.  We look forward to The SA
Times each month!

Sincerely,
Concetta “Chet” Primka
South Amboy

Dear Tom:
 I read with great interest and empathy

the article written by Barbara Meyers re-
garding Multiple Chemical Sensitivity in
the last edition.

As a disability attorney, I have worked
with many clients who find it very difficult
to obtain disability benefits for this illness.
This is true whether they are applying for
Social Security disability or trying to obtain
long-term disability payouts from their in-
surance carriers. Most people, especially
insurance carriers, do not understand how
very disabling this illness can be. They eas-
ily ascribe the many complaints and dis-
comforts which accompany this illness as
“all in your head.”

 I know first-hand that MCS is a very
real and very debilitating physical illness
that must be well-documented in order to
obtain any type of disability benefit. If you
suffer from MCS, and are seeking disability
benefits, one very useful measure that can
be taken is to keep a diary of all of the
substances you come into contact with on a
daily basis, and your reaction to them. This
type of diary is evidence which is admissible
in Court as proof that you are incapacitated
for work and many other activities of daily
living.

I would like everyone to know that it is
possible, with diligent assistance from your
doctor and your attorney, to obtain much-
needed disability benefits for MCS.

Sincerely,
Josephine Gottesman, Esq.

In 1980, I had a dream to start a softball
league that would be played from Septem-
ber through October, in order to get the
diehard players some extra games after the
summer leagues ended in August.  It would
also give us a chance to play some ball in the
cooler weather, until our hearts were content
before the long winter was upon us.

As founder and league director, I had to
organize the entire league, from “soup to
nuts,” but first and foremost find available
fields for the games.  I was blessed to have
the Borough of Sayreville in my corner, and
with John McCormack and Mickey Sedlak,
of the Sayreville Recreation Dept., the dream
became a reality.

The league was originally called The
Fall Independent Softball League, but later
simply known as The Fall League.

Most of the games that season were
played at the Oak Street Park Field in
Melrose.  There were 7 teams competing in
this history breaking campaign: 451; Sani-
tary Fuels; The Furies; Hide-A-Way Lounge;
Sayreville Home Improvements; Astros;
East Coast Tokers.  Each team played one
game every Sunday from Sept. 7 through
Oct. 19.  The best of 3 finals was on Oct. 26.

The first game in Fall League history
took place on Sept. 7, 1980, and was won by
451 over Sayreville Home Improvements,
11-1.  Other games that memorable day
featured The Furies beating the Astros, 9-6,
and Sanitary Fuels belting Hide-A-Way
Lounge, 10-5.

The league became very popular, as
everyone enjoyed it immensely, and the
following year in ’81, expanded to 12 teams!

The final standings for the 1980 regular
season were: The Furies (5-1) Sanitary Fu-
els (5-1) 451 (4-2) Sayreville Home Im-
provement (2-3-1) Astros (2-4) East Coast
Tokers (2-4) Hide-A-Way Lounge (0-5-1).
The Furies of Sayreville captured the cham-
pionship by defeating Sanitary Fuels of South
Amboy.

In the ’81 championship, Forte Pallets
of Sayreville won the title by beating Sani-
tary Fuels of South Amboy.  Bob Nanco was
the M.V.P. by going 3-for-6, .500, and a
series leading 5 RBI and 1 homer.  Other key
members of Forte were Chuck Prusakowski,
Gary Aich, Steve Cunha, Fred Wistuba Sr.,
George Gulick, G. Cunha, Jim Comerford,
Kraviec, Small, O’Leary, and Kenny.  Marty
Ratajczak led Sanitary in the finals with a 4-
for-6, .667, 2 RBI and 1 HR.  Other members
of player-manager Vince Mackiel’s team
were: Glenn Smith, Mike Klimchak, Joe
Ambrosio, Al Sorrentino, Gary Novak, Phil
Rainone, Fran Norek, John Ammon,
Petronella.

1984 was my last season as League
Director, and I had to step down because of
other commitments.  I turned the reins over
to local sports guru, Sonny Sabine, and he
has done a fabulous job in running the show
since ’85.  In 1997, softball superstar, Gary
Aich became Sabine’s co-director, and last
week, the two ushered in the 26th year of the
Sayreville Independent Fall Softball League,
as it is now called.

Sonny reminisced over his years as
league director.  “Forte Pallets won the title
for my first 8 years as director, and then
Johnny G.’s won the next 7 in a row,” he
said.  Those teams featured the best players
in Slow Pitch softball including Aich, Sabine,
Prusakowski, Eric Veit, Gary Crosby, Dave
Constanto,  Nanco,  Comerford, Steve
Makwinski, just to name a few.

In the late 90’s, a team called Uba’s
won the crown, and Sabine recalled that
they pulled off a big upset to win it.  Aich’s
team, Wayne’s Auto Body won 5 champi-
onships in succession from 1999-2003, be-
fore getting knocked off last year.

Two of the main reasons for the Fall
League’s success according to Sabine are
the fact that “The league is very competi-
tive, and Mickey Sedlak of the Sayreville
Recreation Dept. has been very cooperative

over the years with the fields.”  This year’s
Fall League features 12 teams from
Sayreville, South Amboy, Woodbridge, East
Brunswick, and Matawan.  Doubleheaders
are played every Sunday at either Borough
Hall or Laurel Park fields, with a total of 10
regular season games and playoffs.  Sabine
feels that having the games scheduled early
9, 10, 11, and 12, “Gives the players time to
play early and go and watch football, as
they’re done by 1 o’clock.”

Running a softball league is not an easy
job.  In addition to getting teams, schedul-
ing, and hiring umpires, “We make sure the
field is lined, give notice to the teams ahead
of time if the game is rained out, and re-
schedule right away,” said Sabine.  The
league also makes a donation to the Brain
Injured Children of Sayreville each year.

“In my 21 years of running the league,
I’ve seen Chuckie Prusakowski develop from
a young player into one of the best softball
players around.  Nanco and Aich are two of
the best clutch hitters I’ve ever seen, and Joe
Crowe and Larry Parsons are two of the best
pitchers I’ve ever seen,” said Sabine.  He
continued, “It’s amazing the league has lasted
so long.  It came a long way!

Yeah, I had a dream back in the Sum-
mer of ’80 to get a Fall League started, to
play some extra games before winter, but
never envisioned it lasting 26 years!  Even
more importantly, it’s actually helping a
most worthy organization like the Sayreville
BIC.  Keep up the great work Sonny and
Gary!

The Fall Softball League
By Tom Burkard
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Micena-Leonard
Dawn L. Leonard, formerly of South

Amboy, married Dean M. Micena on July 23
at Christ Church, South Amboy.  Dawn is the
daughter of Joan Mailer of South Amboy, and
the late Frank Leonard.  Dean is the son of Al
and Lucy Micena of Seaford, NY.

The bride is a graduate of HG Hoffman
High School and is a Department Manager
with Triple S Marketing Group, Inc. in Greens-
boro, NC.

The groom is a graduate of Seaford High
School and is a Regional Service Manager
with Electronic Technologies Corp., in
Durham, NC.

The couple lives in Apex, North Carolina.

Movie Nite-Oct. 26
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will

hold a “Spooky Fun Theme” Movie Nite at
the Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center on
Oct. 26 starting at 7 p.m.  Children 6 and
under must be accompanied by an adult.
Refreshments will be served.  Telephone the
Rec Office at 732-390-7092 or 732-390-
7092 to register by Oct. 24.

Zach Firefighting In
Virginia

Christopher Zach, formerly a volunteer
Lieutenant in the Sayreville Fire Dept. En-
gine Co. 1 was recently hired as a Firefighter
for the Virginia Beach, VA Fire Dept.  He is
currently undergoing training at the Tide-
water Regional Fire Academy in Virginia
Beach.  He was one of 24 people hired by
Virginia Beach Fire Rescue.  Chris’ proud
father is Rory Zach, former Chief and still
active member of the Sayreville Fire Dept.,
Engine Co. 1, as well as Coordinator of the
Middlesex County Office of Emergency
Management.  Congratulations and best of
luck, Chris!

Permanent
Deacons Wanted

The Diocese is looking for men who
want to become Permanent Deacons.  A new
deaconate formation class will begin in Sept.
2006.  Applications will be accepted this
fall.

For more information, please contact
the Diocesan Diaconate Office at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1710.

Surrogate To Speak
The Ladies Ancient Order of Hiberni-

ans, Pat Olexa Div. 1, Middlesex County, is
sponsoring an “Evening with Middlesex
County Surrogate Kevin J. Hoagland” on
Wed., Oct. 12 at 7:30 p.m. at the South
Amboy Senior Center, 108 S. Stevens Ave.,
South Amboy, a handicap accessible build-
ing.

Mr. Hoagland will provide information
on Wills, Estates, and also explain the Office
of the Surrogate.  Joining him will be Gary J.
Hoagland, Esq., who will speak about Last
Will & Testaments, Trusts, Living Wills/
Advances Directives and Power of Attor-
ney.

If you have any questions concerning
any of these documents, you are encouraged
to attend.  There will be FREE informational
booklets provided.  There is no charge, but it
is requested that you pre-register.  Please call
Maureen at 732-727-7649 before Oct. 6.

“Kids With
Character” Program

The Trinity United Methodist Church
at 815 Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy
has developed a young children’s (4-11)
ministry beginning Sept. 19 at 6-7:45 p.m.
The program is every other Monday night
and includes a light dinner, story time asso-
ciated with different character traits and
craft time.  The nightly cost is $2.  All
children are welcome!  Please call Lori 732-
727-6813; Jane 732-721-0764 or the church
at 732-721-3558 to register for the program
or for more info.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed Mother
of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me,
herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands (3
times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must
publish  it and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -
L.M.C.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  -L.M.C.

This Issue is
Dedicated in
Memory of

Ronnie Keegan
&

Bonnie Hetzel
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Anna Friberg
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Anna Friberg of South Amboy, has
recently retired after working for 67 years as
a beautician/hair stylist.

Friberg always enjoyed hair styling,
and as a freshman at South Amboy High
School, “Went around house to house cut-
ting and setting hair,” she said.  After gradu-
ating from H.G. Hoffman High in 1938, she
got her first job as a beautician in Princeton
at Christine’s Beauty Shoppe.

She had a most memorable experience
while working there.  Anna said that, “I once
cut President Grover Cleveland’s wife’s hair.
She was 27 years younger than him, and he
died, and she remarried and moved to
Princeton.  She was a very nice lady.”

Anna also worked at Beatrice’s Beauty
Shop on Broadway in South Amboy for
many years, and in 1957, opened her own
business, Ann’s Beauty Shop, which she ran
until recently retiring.  The energetic  woman

Friberg Retires After 67 Years
By Tom Burkard

also worked at 12 funeral parlors in South
Amboy, Milltown, East Brunswick, Rahway,
Perth Amboy, and Keyport, preparing the
deceased for viewing.  “I knew that I was
helping the survivors.  They wanted mom to
look like she used to in the picture,” said
Friberg.

Anna also has an interesting collection
from her lifetime in the business.  “I saved a
little clipping from children who had gotten
their first haircut from me, and put the date
and name on it, and still have it,” she said.

Anna Friberg is still very active at 85
years young.  She is enjoying her retirement,
and says “I feel free.  Now when I go away,
I don’t have to hurry.”

Congratulations, to a wonderful lady
on your most interesting career!

St. Stan’s
Oktoberfest

St. Stanislaus Kostka Church will be
hosting their Oktoberfest on Sat., Sept. 24
from 2-9 p.m. on St. Stan’s school grounds
at 225 MacArthur Ave. in Sayreville.  There
will be games, wheels, rides, entertainment,
children’s activities, prizes, Beer Garden
and delicious food.  Pay one price ride
specials 2-6 p.m. and 6-9 p.m.  Rain date is
Sept. 25 from 1-8 p.m.

Craft/Flea Market-
Oct. 8

The Sayreville Office on Aging will be
holding its annual Craft/Flea Market on
Sat., Oct. 8 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Sayreville Senior Center, 423 Main St.,
Sayreville.  Tables are FREE to registered
seniors.  Younger residents and crafters from
out of town will be charged a fee of $15 per
table.  If interested, call the center at 732-
390-7058 or 732-390-7037.  If you have any
questions or for more info, call Marie Brown
at 732-390-7058.
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Owners Jennifer O’Neill (r) and Shannon Lalley (l), and Chef  Jeff Andruchowitz (c) take a
break outside the new and popular Sayreville business, J. O’Neill’s Place, located at 17
Thomas St.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Dorothy Campbell (left) and her daughter, Lynne (Morgan) Norrie, take a moment to enjoy
a recent edition of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times. Dorothy is a 1938 graduate of
Hoffman High School. Lynne graduated from Sayreville War Memorial High School in 1958.
Both former area residents now live in Shaker Heights, Ohio. Lynne’s email address is
lmnsynergy@aol.com. (Photo by Melody Smith)

New Business Showcase
✰  J. O’Neill’s Place  ✰

Looking for a new place to hang out?
Owners Jennifer O’Neill and Shannon Lalley
want you to come down and check out J.
O’Neill’s Place, the new sports bar/banquet
hall, now open for business in Sayreville.

J. O’Neill’s is now serving a daily menu
prepared by Chef Jeff Andruchowitz.  With
a touch of his superb flair, he also has
created a unique catering menu.

O’Neill’s Place is the best place to
catch the football games this fall, with a
newly renovated bar room and several new

TV’s to watch the college football games on
Saturdays, the NFL Sunday Ticket and
Monday Night Football, with food, and drink
specials, prizes and giveaways.  Saturday,
Sept. 17 is the “Halfway To St. Patrick’s
Day” party featuring Irish music and karaoke
with DJ Chopper and live bagpiper.  J.
O’Neill’s Place is open daily from 10 a.m. to
2 a.m., and located at 17 Thomas St.,
Sayreville.  Check out their website at
www.joneillsplace.com for upcoming events
and live entertainment.

Blood Drive-Sept. 29
Cadette Troop 1735 of Sayreville/South

Amboy is sponsoring a Blood Drive on
Thurs., Sept. 29 at Sayreville Public Li-
brary, Washington Rd.  Appointments are
set from 2:30-7:45 p.m.  Contact: troop
1735@hotmail.com or call 732-754-5356.
The girls are earning their Girl Scout Silver
Award.  Save a life, be a hero.  Please donate.
They need your help!

This year’s summer reading program,
“Dragons, Dreams & Daring Deeds” has
wrapped up successfully at South Amboy’s
Dowdell Library.  All together, we had 121
children join our summer reading club, read-
ing a total of 747 books!  Congrats and thank
you to all of our avid little readers!

We’ve also announced our Design-A-
Shield Contest Winners:

Liam Roberts, Danielle Kong, Teresa
Zanoni, Matthew Kopelakis, Lauren Breigle,
Chyna Anniello, Daniel Carty, Elizabeth
Kopelakis, Lauren Vega, Jake Allen, Amy
Walczak, Christian Garrido, Elton Cheng,
Daisy Escareno, Amanda Kontor, Armani

Our Lady of
Victories
Oktoberfest

Our Lady of Victories Parish will hold
their 2nd annual Oktoberfest on Saturday,
September 17, 2005 from 7PM-11PM in
Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main Street in
Sayreville. Bernie’s Orchestra will again
provide entertaining German music. The
Bayern Verein dancers will entertain
throughout the evening. A delicious Ger-
man meal will be served along with mouth-
watering German desserts. German beer,
wine, soda, and water will be available all
evening. Tickets are $30.00 a person and
can be purchased by calling the pastoral
office at (732) 257-0077 or Teri at (732)727-
7639. No tickets will be sold at the door.

Summer’s End At Dowdell Library
Garrido, Katie VanAllen.

Adult patrons voted for first place, sec-
ond place, third place, and honorable men-
tion winners in four age categories.  Congrats
to our winners on some awesome shields!
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732-721-9093

732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address:  PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

Bus: 732-721-7500 Res: 732-721-6743
Voice Mail: Ext. 12 Fax: 732-721-4095

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION

• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Bay Fluke fishing which was good has

slowed up somewhat. In its place is a large
movement of small and medium size Weak-
fish.  The fishing is so good that most of the
Party Boats have switched over to it. The
wife and I tried Fluke fishing for a few hours
on the last Sunday in July.  We caught about
20 fish with only one keeper apiece.  Sea
Robins and Dog Fish made up the rest of the
catch.  We fished out of a small boat in
Atlantic Highlands and fished the Bay in the
7S area.  Party Boat Blue fishing is still good
with 6 to 12 pound fish predominately.  On
some days a few Bonito and small Dolphin
Fish are caught.  Most action is on bait.  A
few False Albacore have also arrived.  Surf
action consists of Bluefish blitzes in differ-
ent areas and a good showing of King Fish
and Croakers, especially to our south. Sea
Bass, Porgies and Trigger Fish are being
caught bottom fishing. Beach fishing at SA
& Cliffwood Beach areas has been slow
with the hot and humid weather prevailing
but I did see one nice Bluefish about 3
pounds.  Recently, the Party Boat Jamaica
had a nice catch of doormat Fluke. Three
were over 10 pounds and several weight in
from 5 to 8 pounds.
Fresh Water

Carp and Catfish action has been very
good in the recent hot weather statewide.
The Delaware River is still slow. In Spruce
Run hybrid Bass action has been good in the
evening.  A few nice Large Mouth Bass have
also been reported.

Obituaries
Alin, Clara Luisa, 79, of Parlin died on

Aug. 30.
Barklow, Walter D., 87, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 23.
Beck, Edwin J. III, 33, formerly of

Parlin died on Aug. 24.
Bray, Olive Welsh, 91, formerly of

South Amboy died on Aug. 26.
Buckley, Dennis W., 46, of Morgan

died on Aug. 14.
Carroll, Edward, 61, formerly of South

Amboy died on Aug. 25.
D’Amore, Rose, 85, of Sayreville died

on Aug. 30.
Del Percio, Philomena, 83, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 21.
Diaczyszyn, Myron S., 65, of Sayreville

died on Aug. 19.
Dobrinsky, Veronica “Ronnie,” 74, of

Morgan died on Aug. 17.
Donnelly, Daniel, 43, of Parlin died on

Aug. 24.
Doyle, Beatrice “Gerri,” 68, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 25.
Fallon, William F., 51, of South Amboy

died on Sept. 1.
Francis, Lillian, 53, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 27.
Garbowski, John Sr., 82, formerly of

Sayreville died on Aug. 22.
Grover, Edwin F. III, 49, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 9.
Grover, Robert K., 58, of Parlin died on

Sept. 1.
Harkins, Robert J., 83, Formerly of

South Amboy died on Sept. 13.
Hetzel, Bernadette “Bonnie” Vona, 54,

of South Amboy died on Sept. 5.
Hoover, Marguerite M., 92, of

Sayreville died on Aug. 21.
Jankowski, Francis “Frank,” 58, of

South Amboy died on Aug. 31.
Kath, Marie, 79, of Morgan died on

Aug. 31.
Keegan, Ronald J., 47, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 19.
Kolbasowski, William, 76, formerly of

Sayreville died on Aug. 21.
Maretz, Elizabeth “Betty,” 79, of Parlin

Sept. 2.
Matuszewski, Theodore, 56, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 10.
Methner, Dorothy J. Krakowski, 79, of

Sayreville died on Sept. 1.
Metz, John H. III, 58, of Parlin died on

Aug. 9.
Murphy, Bridget M. Scully, 42, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 6.
Nebus, Bernard J., 62, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 19.
Parisen, Grace B. Cottrell, 76, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 27.
Pohl, Mary K., 92, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 14.
Polak, Thomas III, 62, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 28.
Sargeant, William H., 57, of South

Amboy died on Sept. 6.
Stein, Adria, 60, of South Amboy died

on Aug. 11.
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”Tess” Babecki
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

“Tess” Has
Volunteered For 32
Years

By Tom Burkard
Theresa “Tess” Babecki of South

Amboy really loves to help out St. Mary’s
Elementary School and Church.  She has
been a Bingo volunteer for 32 years, and still
enjoys the work.  “I love Bingo.  I have so
many friends. I love my Bingo friends, espe-
cially Angel Holovacko and the others I
work with.  I have nicknames for the players
and my co-workers.  They put up with me.  I
love my parish,” Tess said.

Throughout her 32 years at the Bingo,
she has worked in the kitchen, given out
bingo cards, collected money at the front
desk, sold specials, and used to call back
until she developed eye problems.  Tess was
helping at Bingo three nights a week until
last August, “When I had cancer surgery,
and now I’m working two nights,” she stated.

The cards and flowers sent by her co-
workers and Bingo patrons really boosted

her spirits when she was recovering.  Father
Dennis Weezorak, St. Mary’s Pastor, and
Father Andrew Huhtanen visited her in the
hospital, and Babecki felt that it was “Very
nice of them to stop in.”  She also couldn’t
wait to get back to her Bingo.  “I couldn’t
wait to get out of the hospital to see how it
was going,” she said.

She said that Bingo had more workers a
few years ago than they have at present.
Tess is very appreciative to have friends like
Ann Booker and Ann Henry “Bring me
home from Bingo.”

Always an energetic person, Tess has
been a volunteer for carnivals, bazaars, and
at the concessions stands in school, when
her daughters Mary Beth, Tracey, and Kim
were attending.  She is also active in the St.
Vincent de Paul Society at St. Mary’s.  Tess’
husband, Ed Babecki has also volunteered
his services as a long-time usher at St. Mary’s
Church.

Angel Holovacko, the Bingo Coordina-
tor for over 10 years praises Tess, “She is a
wonderful, dedicated person.  She has vol-
unteered for over 30 years.  We love her.
She’s just wonderful!

Congratulations, Tess on 32 wonderful
years of hard work and dedication in helping
St. Mary’s Church and schools!

Dr. Noone To Speak
Dr. Donald Noone, PH.D will teach his

original methodology on how to re-create
your life with R.A.V.E. on Oct. 18 from
7:30-9 p.m. at St. Catherine Parish Hall,
Middletown, NJ.  The fee is $15 p/p, and
check can be made payable to The Gather-
ing Place.

By learning the R.A.V.E. method, you
can lower levels of stress; gain control over
your life; the thrill of creating your future;
achieve inner peace; overcome addictions;
have ongoing feelings of well being; find
freedom; enrich your social life; prosper
financially; let go of pain.  Be good to
yourself, and bring your whole extended
family and all your friends to learn about
R.A.V.E.  For more info call Sister Louise
Gorka, RSM at 732-495-7615.
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(732) 721-1166

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

The Burden of Childhood Backpacks
Some kids may feel they carry the weight

of the world on their shoulders.  Considering
the load many are carrying, that’s almost
true!  They are stuffed with textbooks, note-
books, papers, pencils, CD players and any-
thing else they think of.

After observing the children and speak-
ing to other parents and teachers, I learned
that “pack muling” was not unusual for
children in elementary and high school.  With
over 30% of school-aged children reporting
frequent backaches, it has become increas-
ingly important to select the correct pack
and how to use it.  Here are some sugges-
tions when selecting a backpack: 1.Adjust-
able, wide and padded straps; 2.Thick pad-
ding in the area that rests against the back;
3.Several compartments to avoid shifting
contents.  The American Chiropractic Asso-
ciation recommends the following: 60 lb.
person-5 lb. backpack; 61-75 lb. person-10
lb. backpack; 100 lb. person-15 lb. back-
pack.

As a general rule, backpacks should not
exceed 10% of your child’s body weight,
nor should a pack exceed 15% of an adult’s
weight.  Books should be separated into
several compartments and heavy items
should be placed closer to the back.  Be sure
to place pointed or sharp items away from
the back.  Backpacks should be worn as
close to your child’s body as possible, espe-
cially when walking to and from school.
One strap should be worn on each shoulder
so that the weight is balanced evenly across
the back.  Straps should be adjusted so that
the backpack rests on the hips and pelvis
with less strain on the back muscles.  If the
backpack has a waist belt, it should be fas-
tened to ease neck and shoulder stress.

As always, an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure!  Following those
simple steps will ease the stress placed on
your child’s spine and prevent future prob-
lems.

Debra Hessner
Congratulations to Debra Hessner of South
Amboy, NJ, who was named to the Dean’s
List at St. John’s University located in Staten
Island, NY.  Debra is a 20 year old sophomore
returning this semester to St. John’s as a
junior pursuing a degree in education.
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Claire Kuhn
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Kuhn Retires From
Banking

By Tom Burkard
South Amboy native, Claire Kuhn re-

cently retired after over 20 years in the
banking field.

Claire got her start at the old South
Amboy Trust Company in the early 1960’s,
and made history by working with Pat
McGowan on its first drive-up window.  In
the early ‘80’s, Kuhn worked for the Amboy
National Bank, and for the past 12 years, she
was employed as a teller by First Fidelity
Bank, First Union Bank, and most recently
by Wachovia Bank.

She said that, “I miss the girls I worked
with, and customers because they were very
nice.  I remembered some of the customers
from back in the ‘60’s when I first began my
career.”  Claire stated that, “I’m enjoying
retirement.”  Claire is a fine lady to whom
we wish much health and happiness.

WWW. ?

Do you know what this is and where it is located?  Send your answer to: satimes@aol.com.
Winners will be listed in the Oct. 22nd issue of The SA Times. Photo by Tom Burkard

DocuPrep Opens
TriState DocuPrep has opened a new

office in South Amboy. Under the manage-
ment of Neil Katz, a document preparation
paralegal, TriState DocuPrep provides
preparation of all types of legal documents
at a cost less than an attorney would charge.
Mr. Katz will assemble, prepare and file in
Court (if required)  documents such as:
uncontested divorces including child sup-
port agreements; leases and subleases of
residential and office spaces; incorpora-
tions; simple wills; lifetime planning docu-
ments such as living wills, health care prox-
ies and power of attorney; name changes;
and more. In addition, Mr. Katz also pro-
vides credit repair services. Mr. Katz is
available to discuss these and other life
changes, which require preparation of legal
documents. Office hours are M-F 9 to 6 and
by appointment on weekends.

WWW. ? Winners
The following winners who correctly

identified last month’s photo as St. Mary’s
schoolyard/courtyard, were: Rich DeBlis,
Claire Kuhn, Don Zrebiec, Helene Paullus,
Tony “Campy” Camporeale.  The
schoolyard/courtyard was at one time known
as the “Greentop” because it was painted
green, and in the picture are high school
boys playing football during lunch recess.
The photo was in the ’73 yearbook.  Con-
gratulations!

Halfway To St.
Patrick’s

South Amboy K of C 426 together with
the Irish American Association will sponsor
a “Halfway To St. Patrick’s Day comedy
show on Sat., Sept. 17 at 7 p.m. at the K of
C Hall.  The price of $30 includes corned
beef and cabbage dinner, beer, wine and
soda.  All proceeds will go to support the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade of 2006.  For more
info, call 732-525-8548 or 732-721-0036.

Dowdell Library
News

New at the library. . .The smartest card!
Get it.  Use it at your library.  September is
National Library Card Sign-Up Month at
the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library.

Seniors at the Senior Center, Day Care
Center, McCarthy Towers and Shore Gate
locations now have free library services
delivered to their location!  Contact the
library today to sign up and to obtain addi-
tional information.

The library will also have a computer
and equipment sale the week of Sept. 26.
Don’t miss the special deals.  Library hours:
Mon., Tues., Thurs. 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Wed. and
Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sat. 12 noon to 4 p.m.
For more info call 732-721-6060.

Chuckles
By Bill McAndrew

*Change is inevitable except from vend-
ing machines.  *Depression is merely anger
without enthusiasm.  *Inside of every older
person is a younger person wondering what
the hell happened.  *How much deeper
would the ocean be without sponges?  *If
Barbie is so popular, why do you have to buy
her friends?  *Get a new car for your spouse.
It’ll be a great trade!

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -J.P.T.
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Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

Fran “Cigus” Vanni

Remember When
“Cigus” Vanni Was
On Jeopardy?

By Tom Burkard
1989-Former South Amboy resident,

Fran “Cigus” Vanni was a contestant on the
1989 Jeopardy $100,000 Tournament of
Champions, and helped to put South Amboy
on the national map for something other
than sports.   Cigus, a 5-time Jeopardy
Champion, had won a total of $40,400, as he
entered the quarterfinals.

Trailing throughout, but never giving
up, Vanni made a brilliant comeback, to
advance to the semifinals.  On the Final
Jeopardy round of the quarters, he was in
last place with $3,600, and his opponents led
with comfortable $4,700 and $5,400.  Cigus,
who played for English Chevron in the South
Amboy Little Fellas League, and
Mechanicsville Fire Co. in the Babe Ruth
League in the 1960’s, showed his fightin’
spirit, and waged $3,400, and nailed the
correct answer on a very difficult question,
as the other contestants missed, and Vanni
took home $7,000 more, and advanced to
the semis.

During the up-close and personal por-
tion of the semifinals, when show host, Alec
Trebec interviewed the contestants, Cigus
mentioned running into his 1st grade teacher,
Sister Philomena, for the first time in 33
years.  At the time, he was just appointed to
the position of Consulting Psychologist to
Camden Catholic High School.  Vanni said
that “I ran across the 9th grade guidance
counselor, Sister Philomena, and now we
were colleagues.”

Unfortunately, Cigus’ outstanding run
ended, and he was eliminated in the semis.

It was truly a pleasure to watch the
video I had taped of Cigus, who was my
good friend and teammate for 7 years on
South Amboy Youth League teams.  I can
still remember rooting for him, as we watched
the show live, way back in ’89.  Thanks, for
the memories Cigus!

Old TV
Commercials/
Jingles

By Ed Puchalski
*The candy with the hole in the middle.

(Life Savers)  *As hard as you try, you can’t
wrinkle a Wembly tie.  (Wembly ties)  *Duz
does everything.  (Duz laundry detergents)
*I guarantee a perfect cake everytime you
bake-cake-after cake-after cake.  (Betty
Crocker cake mixes)  *Serutan spelled back-
wards is Natures.  (Serutan liquid vitamins)

New At The Library
The Smartest Card!  Get it.  Use it @

Your Library.
September is National Library Card

Sign-up Month @ the Sadie Pope Dowdell
Library.

Seniors at the Senior Center, Day Care
Center, McCarthy Towers and Shore Gate
locations now have free library services
delivered to their location! Contact the li-
brary today to sign up and to obtain addi-
tional information.

The library will also have a computer
and equipment sale the week of September
26th.† Don’t miss the special deals.

Library hours: Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Wednesday and
Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. and Saturday 12 Noon
to 4 p.m.

For additional information, call 732-
721-6060.
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Over 100 alumni and guests gathered
on Sunday, August 21, 2005 at the historic
Seabra’s Armory in Perth Amboy to cel-
ebrate the 7th Annual HG Hoffman HS
Multi-Class Reunion.  For the seventh year,
“Governors” traveled from far and wide to
share a beautiful afternoon of good food,
good friends and warm memories.  The
annual reunion has changed a bit from our
very informal beginnings at the SA Boat
Club, but the spirit of friendship and cama-
raderie that has been there from the begin-
ning is still going strong.  We hosted some
very special guests from the Class of 1955
this year, who celebrated their Golden 50th
anniversary with us.  The multi-year re-
union is a perfect way for any class to have
a mini “reunion-within-the-reunion”.  We
can reserve seating for your class, and help
in any way we can to make your special
anniversary the best it can be.  Although the
majority of guests are alumni, this event is
not just for “graduates” of HHS.  We are
aware that there are some classmates who
for whatever reason did not graduate from
HHS, but were students at one time.  Some
left before graduation to join the Armed
Forces, some transferred to other schools,
etc.  If you know of anyone that this might
apply to, or anyone who would like to be
included on the alumni list and receive an

HG Hoffman High School Reunion
By Susan DiGiambattista-Mattsson

invitation to this event each year, please
contact me at Smatts4@aol.com, or any
member of the alumni committee and we
will be happy to add them to the list. There
are many people the reunion committee
would like to thank for their generosity and
dedication to making this event happen each
year.  Thanks to our good friend Tom Burkard
of the SA Times for once again being the
official photographer for the day, and also
for your generous donation.  Many thanks
for the door prize gifts donated by: J&J
Caterers, Jerry Prusakowski and Tom
Gorman, Dawn Falk-Crocetti, Gus Galley
and Ed Szatkowski.  Thanks to Roger
Dowling who did a great job once again on
the Alumni Directory Booklets. We would
also like to thank Alex Jakimowicz for pro-
viding our music this year, and Lenny
Ambroziak for his very generous donation.
Thanks to Astrid Moe-Beck, Terry
Jankowski-Kelly, and Rose DiGiambattista-
Ziola for being such a warm Welcome Com-
mittee this year.  Thanks to Dawn Crocetti
and Susan Mattsson for handling the invita-
tions, bookings and treasurers duties. Thanks
also to the many alumni who could not
attend this year, but supoorted us with booster
donations.  It is our privilege to be able to

continued on page 17

Photo by Tom Burkard



16   September 17, 2005 South Amboy-Sayreville Times
#1 Pop Hits On
Sept. 17
1998-I Don’t Want To Miss A Thing-
Aerosmith
1985-St. Elmo’s Fire-John Parr
1971-Go Away Little Girl-Donny Osmond
1964-The House Of The Rising Sun-The
Animals
1950-Mona Lisa
1944-I’ll Walk Alone
1933-Love Is The Sweetest Thing

#1 Country Hits On
Sept. 17
1995-I Like It, I Love It-Tim McGraw
1988-Joe Knows How To Live-Eddy Raven
1978-I’ve Always Been Crazy-Waylon
Jennings
1965-Is It Really Over-Jim Reeves
1953-A Dear John Letter-Jean Shepard &
Ferlin Huskey
1945-You Two Timed Me One Time Too
Often-Tex Ritter

Prime Time TV
Sunday Evenings 7:30-11 p.m.
ABC-Cos; Six Million Dollar Man;

ABC Sunday Night Movie.
CBS-60 Minutes; Sonny & Cher Show;

Kojak; Delvecchio.
NBC-Wonderful World Of Disney;

NBC Sunday Mystery Movie: Colombo/
McCloud/McMillan/Quincy M.E.; Big
Event.

Battle Of The Bands
Last month featured 5 popular bands

from the 1960’s.  Voting was done by local
music experts and SA Times staff members.
Here’s how they finished: 1-Herman’s Her-
mits 2-The Kinks 3-Tommy James & The
Shondells 4-The Lovin’ Spoonful 5-The
Association.

This month’s Battle Of The Bands fea-
tures the following groups from the 1970’s.
See if you can match our experts’ favorites.
Send your votes in to satimes@aol.com, in
the order you predict they will finish.  Be
sure to sign your name and town, as winners
will be listed in the October issue of The SA
Times.

The Bands are: The Jackson 5; Chi-
cago; The Guess Who; The Eagles; Steve
Miller Band.

Half Notes
By Tom Burkard

I’ve been watching the Fuse Show on
Channel 56 occasionally, and surprisingly
found some of the new groups and songs to
be pretty good.  A few that are worth listen-
ing to are “Take Me Away Right Now” by
The Plain White T’s; “Hey Now Now” a
catchy tune by The Cloud Room; “The Fire”
by Longwave.  There really is a little talent
out there on the current music scene.

New Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music DJ’s 732-316-9447
Ride- Harley Davidson Compilation

(Captiol)
Opening with a cool cut by Hendrix

(Ezy Rider), the disc continues to blast off
into the stratosphere with some rough
(Smoke on the Water- Deep Purple), loud
(Are You Ready –Creed), and over the top
(Rebel Yell- Billy Idol) mind numbing tunes!
Harley Davidson Motorcycles have always
been associated with freedom and indepen-
dence as much as these songs have.  Com-
bining classic rock (Locomotive Breath-
Jethro Tull), pop rock (Jet Airliner- Steve
Miller Band), and alternative (Just Because-
Jane’s Addiction), the disc keeps the aspir-
ing for rebellion.  They also include Ride,
from those cool garage rockers from Swe-
den, The Vines.  In a world of disposable
garbage- diapers, razors, American Idols-
some things need to last like good music and
motorcycles.

Ying Yang Twins- United State of At-
lanta (TVT)

Talk about “Hot ‘Lanta,” these ambi-
tious Atlanta party boys roll down the win-
dows and turn up the volume on these 23
popwise, block-rockin’ beats!  Although,
the first single “Wait (The Whisper Song),”
is a track that announces that soft is the new
loud, has an irresistible beat, as the Twins
murmur quiet, cool rhymes that is one of
those round-the-way, back door hits.  On the
rest of the album, they shy away from the
artsy, synthetic filler, and bombard the lis-
tener with some perfectly ugly (cool) hook-
filled tunes, and club-ready refrains.

Aerosmith- Chronicles (Geffen)
Those bad boys from Boston, NOT the

Red Sox, have made something old, new
again!  Cool idea of taking three of their best
albums, (Get a Grip, Permanent Vacation,
and Pump), and making a mini box set.
(Check Clapton Chronicles also).  The al-
bums are full of some of the raw, drunken
swagger, but somehow catchy, and tremen-
dously likeable songs the bad is known for.
They didn’t include any extra songs, sadly,
but you get a full dose of deja vu on head
bangers like Rag Doll, The Other Side,
Livin’ on the Edge, and a gazillion others.
You probably know every word to every
song here by heart, and admit it; you’ve
probably done your share of crappy karaoke
trying to emulate your musical hero’s!

Interview With Englebert
By Phil Rainone

With a career spanning 35 years, and
over 130 million records sold, Engelbert
Humperdink spoke of his humble begin-
nings in Leicester, England, knocking the
Beatles’ Penny Lane from being number
one on the charts with his smash hit Release
Me- remained there for 56 weeks as a world
record. - Known as “Enge” to his friends, he
got his stage name (he entered the world as
Arnold George Dorsey), from a former man-
ager, taken from the Austrian composer
who wrote Hansel and Gretel. The interview
was done while he was in Cali days before
his show at the State Theatre in New
Brunswick - By Phil Rainone

Q: Universal Records recently released
a British Invasion (3 CD’s) compilation
from the 60’s, featuring The Beatles, Search-
ers, Tom Jones, and yourself, among others.
What was the music scene like back than (in
England)?

Englebert: The Beatles were already
major stars in the world, and all of a sudden,
along comes a person from Leicester (En-
gland)- Engelbert Humperdink- with a song
called Release Me, and it stopped them from
having their 13th #1 hit! I don’t suppose
they missed that #1 spot (laughing), but
mine went around the world (56 consecutive
weeks at #1)!

Q: That’s interesting, since you came
up with a more standard sound like Sinatra,
or Tony Bennett.  Were you friends with The
Beatles, or any of the bands of that era?

A: Well, actually we all lived in the
same area, Waybridge and Surrey. We all
lived within a mile radius of each other. The
Beatles, Tom Jones, and myself... it was like
a ‘show biz’ area. It was the ‘thing’ to live
there.

Q: Were any of those bands an influ-
ence on your style or performing?

A: I don’t think they influenced my
style because I have my own individual style
and basically, before that I was a rock singer.
When Gordon Mills, the man who was man-
aging me at the time came along, he took me
from that, and made me into a ballad singer.
He already had a rock & roll type singer,
Tom Jones!

Q: So he managed both you and Tom
Jones. Was there any kind of friendly com-
petition between the two of you?

A: Not really, no. We were in business
together, partners, and so forth.  He (Mills)
also managed Gilbert O’Sullivan (Alone
Again Naturally).

Q: Do you choose the songs for your
albums or live shows?

 A: That’s a job for my music director,
my manager, and myself. I change my show
every year. And of coarse I changed it this
year because we did concerts for the Tsu-
nami Relief Benefit that I played for in
India, Hong Kong, Singapore, and a few
others.

Q: What was that like?
A: It was amazing! We played to packed

audiences, but it was a different kind of
audience, because they paid a lot of money,
to raise money for the Tsunami.

Q: My friends Gary & Diane had seen
your show last year, and they said there were
people there from almost 9 to 90!

A: I think that’s what’s given me lon-
gevity, that vast age group that follow me.

Q: You have voice that transcends time,
and even seasons. Listening to Winter World
of Love in the middle of summer, and if you
close your eyes you can almost feel the snow
swirling around you. Where does that feel-
ing come from in your music?

A: It comes from the arrangement (by
Les Reed), which creates that mood for you,
when he puts it down in music; you see
pictures, that’s all. And when your singing it
turns itself into a Winter World of Love!

Engelbert: I’m filming a new DVD this
year, and testing out new material, writing
songs for the DVD, which we’ll record in
September. My daughter (Louise) has writ-
ing ability, and we wrote songs together
that’s going to be on the DVD, and it’ll be a
surprise, it’s a great song!

Q: Do you think you’ll be doing more
with her in the future?

A: Yes, She’s a very talented writer,
and she can sing! She’s been on stage with
me before. I’ve also released an album, Let
There Be Love.

Now I’m working on a new album,
which is going to include the new songs that
I’m writing, but that won’t be out for a
while, until after the DVD.

Q: Were your parents a big influence on
your life?

A: Well, they were certainly proud of
me, and what I achieved. My Dad use to
carry pictures of me in his pocket. When he
went for his daily walks, people would stop
and talk to him, and they knew who he was
because of me, and he’d say, “Would you
like a picture of my son” (laughing)? He was
very proud of me, and so was my mother. I
think I got my vocal power from my mother
because she was a kind of operatic singer,
and she was very powerful. She could make
the chandelier shake when she sang (laugh-
ing)! She wasn’t a professional, she just did
it part time. I’m the only professional show
person out of 10 children.

Enge, was interesting, and lot of fun to
talk with! His new album and DVD will be
out in the near future.

Music Trivia-Using The Key Word “Ride”
By Tom Burkard

1.__ Ride Captain Ride a. David Allan Coe
2.__ Ticket To Ride b. The Doors
3.__ Jenny Take A Ride c. Mitch Ryder & The Detroit Wheels
4.__ Ghost Riders In The Sky d. Roy Orbison
5.__ Ride e. Jan & Dean
6.__ Ride Like The Wind f. Dee Dee Sharp
7.__ Ride The Wild Surf g. The Outlaws
8.__ Riders On The Storm h. Christopher Cross
9.__Ride Away i. The Beatles
10._The Ride j. Blues Image

Answers
1j 2i 3c 4g 5f 6h 7e 8b 9d 10a.
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Wrestling Program
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will

offer a Wrestling Program for grades K thru
8, which will be held Mon.-Fri., at Arleth
School from 6:30-8:30 p.m., running from
Nov.-March 2006.

Selover Gets Hole-
In-One

George Selover of Morgan recently re-
corded the second hole-in-one of his golfing
career.  His dad George of South Amboy
tells us that it was a pretty long shot, travel-
ing 160 yards.  It’s tough enough to get one
hole-in-one in a lifetime, but two!  That is a
truly superb accomplishment.  Congratula-
tions, George!

SA Times readers came out in full force
to vote and name the Waterfront Park deer.

Unfortunately, their was no winner
crowned because of a tie between Scooter,
named by Chris ? and Amboy, entered sepa-
rately by both Alysha Wisenfelder and Linda
Jane Henry.

A sudden-death showdown will be held
between Amboy and Scooter to determine
the Waterfront Park deer’s official new name.
In all fairness, voting is limited to one vote per
family, and you must sign your name and
town, or the vote will not count.  E-Mail your
vote to satimes@aol.com.  Voting deadline is
October 7, and the winner will be notified.

Chris ? please contact us with your real

The Deer’s New Name Is. . .???
last name and town, as well as proof that you
entered the name Scooter in the contest, or
you will not be eligible for the 1st prize if the
name you selected wins.

The Grand Prize winner will receive two
free pizzas or two FREE dinners from
Sciortino’s Harbor Lights on Broadway.

The voting breakdown for the top finish-
ers is in percentages: Scooter 18.9; Amboy
18.9; Spike 11.3; Minnie Ditch 5.7; Bucky
5.7; Shortstop 3.7; Bay Bay 3.7; Parkster 3.7.

Sayreville 5 Mile
Race

The Borough of Sayreville is sponsor-
ing the 3rd Annual Sayreville 5 Mile Road
Race (Run or Walk) on Saturday, Oct. 15th
at 9:30 a.m.  All proceeds from the race will
directly benefit the Brain Injured Children
(BIC) of Sayreville.  The course is USATF
certified, begins in front of Borough Hall, on
Main St., and winds through rolling hills and
flats along the Raritan River.

Entry fees are $20 prior to 10/8 and $25
after 10/8 and on the day of the race.   Reg-
istration will be held from 8-9:15 a.m. on
Oct. 15th.  All pre-registered participants
will be given a long sleeve t-shirt and prizes
will be awarded to the first 200 finishers.

Please come out and join in the fun, and
help support the BIC program!  For more
info on the race, please call the Sayreville
Dept. of Recreation at 732-390-7092.  Thank
you for your support!

continued from page 15

Hoffman High
School Reunion

organize this event for you each year and
without your enthusiasm and support it would
not be possible for us to do so.  We hope to
continue this tradition for many years to
come, and thank you for helping to keep the
memory of HHS alive.  The members of the
reunion committee would also like to send
special get-well wishes to our fearless leader,
Ed “Shots” Szatkowski.  Please get well
soon, we have to have one more meeting!
The committee members are:

Astrid Moe-Beck (58), Jerry Peterson
(60), Roger Dowling (62), Ed Szatkowski
(65), Christine Russo-Jankowski (66), Alex
Jackomowitz (68), Frank Starosciak (69),
Lenny Ambroziak (69), Susan
DiGiambattista-Mattsson (77), Dawn Falk-
Crocetti (85).

High School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Bombers, Eagles
Fall In Openers

The 2005 high school football season
opened on the downside for local clubs,
Sayreville and Cardinal McCarrick.

The Bombers dropped a tough 14-9
contest to Hillsborough.  Mike Velardi
scored a TD on a 2-yd. run, and Woods
kicked a beautiful 29-yd. field goal for Coach
George Najjar’s club.

Monroe steamrolled over the Eagles,
55-6.  Quarterback, Jordan Manley, broke
loose for a super fine 61-yd. touchdown run
to account for McCarrick’s only offensive
highlight.

McCarrick Tops
South Amboy

Cardinal McCarrick boys and girls soc-
cer clubs defeated South Amboy in their
first meetings of the season.  The Eagles
won a 3-2 thriller over the Guvs on a game-
winning goal by Conrad Symber, his sec-
ond netter of the day.  Miguel Ferriera also
scored for CM.  Diego Cuello and Tom
Szatkowski notched goals for SA.

The Lady Eagles, behind a 4-save shut-
out by Karen Guszkowski topped SA, 3-0.
Danielle Lapolla drilled in 2 goals, and
Sandra Black 1 for CM.

Football-Sayreville 0-1; Cardinal
McCarrick 0-1.

Boys Soccer-Sayreville 2-0; Cardinal
McCarrick 1-0; South Amboy 0-2.

Jeff Pawlowski, the Libertarian candi-
date for governor, qualified for the Guberna-
torial debates. To qualify, campaign deposits
must exceed $300,000.

The Libertarian party’s gubernatorial
candidate is the only third party candidate to
qualify for the debates.

“I guess you could say we squeaked in,”
says Pawlowski, who’s campaign team de-
posits amounted to approximately $308,000,
“and I’m thankful we’ll have an opportunity
to tell New Jersey voters about our ‘Open
Government’ platform.

No official date has been chosen for the
debate as it is uncertain whether other candi-
dates will choose to participate. “I can under-
stand why the leaders of two corruption rid-
den parties wouldn’t want to debate an advo-

Libertarian Qualifies for NJ Gubernatorial
Debates

cate of open government” declares
Pawlowski, “My policy of opening the books
to the public would be the beginning of the
end of corruption in New Jersey.”

Pawlowski is committed to reducing the
size of New Jersey State government.

The Libertarian Party, founded in 1971,
is the third largest political party in the United
States. Millions of Americans have voted for
Libertarian Party candidates in past elections
throughout the country.

Libertarians believe the answer to
America’s political problems is the same
commitment to freedom that earned America
its greatness: a free-market economy for the
abundance and prosperity it brings while
always fighting for each persons right to
choose how they conduct all aspects of their
personal life.

School Sports Standings
Girls Soccer-Sayreville 1-0; Cardinal

McCarrick 1-0; South Amboy 0-2.
Girls Tennis-Sayreville 0-2; Cardinal

McCarrick 0-2; South Amboy 0-3.
Field Hockey-Sayreville 0-2.
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Glory Days In
Local Sports

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives. . .

1960’s-Progressive Fire Co. captured the Middlesex County Firemen’s Bowling League
championship.  Pictured (l-r) Bill Hawes, Chet Meinzer, Nels “Honcie” Thomsen, Rudy
Neumann, John MacNamara, Archangelo “Moon” DeMattia, John Jankowski, “Spike” Loftus.
(Photo courtesy of Rudy Neumann)

1946-Sayreville’s boys
basketball team jolted
Jamesburg, 40-34.  Ed Boyler
tossed in 13 points and John
Messinger 12 to lead the Bomb-
ers.

1959-Hoffman nipped
South River, 56-54 in basket-
ball play.  Top scorers were

Tom Adams 13 points, Bobby Martin 11,
Dave Inman 11, and George Reick 10.  1969-
St. Mary’s Boys Cross Country team flew
by St. Pius X, 20-38.  Top finishers were:
1st-Alan Neidermeyer, 2nd-Rich
Therkelsen, 3rd-Kevin O’Connor, 6th-Jim
Shannon, 8th-Kevin Bergin.  1979-The
Hoffman boys soccer club topped Monroe,
4-2.  Tom Mulligan had a goal and assist,
while John Mulligan, Gerard Marrone, and
Frank Wahler scored a goal apiece.  Marty
Veilleux had 2 assists, and goalie, Greg
Seres notched 20 saves. 1986-Chris
Garbowski’s singled in the winning run in
the bottom of the 7th, as the Sayreville
baseball club nipped St. Joseph’s, 7-6.  Craig
O’Connor drilled two 2-run singles,
Garbowski and winning pitcher Chuck
Frobosilo stroked 2 hits apiece.  1995-
Sayreville girls soccer club blasted
Piscataway, 9-0.  Jessica Painchaud netted 3
goals, Shannon Farinick had 2 goals and 3
assists, Stephanie Allocco nailed 2 goals
and an assist, and Brianne Vazquez scored a
goal and dished out 2 assists.  2000-St.
Mary’s girls softball squad hammered New
Brunswick, 19-5, as winning pitcher Jill
Palomo and Lisa DiBernardo blasted 3-run
homers.

Year - 1949
Sport-Basketball
Teams-Keyport vs. Hoffman in the sea-

son opener.
Recap-In a real see-saw battle, Marvin

Wood hit a free throw to tie the game at 35-
35.  Charlie Koerner then tapped in a re-
bound for what proved to be the game win-
ner.  Wood continued his hot hand as he
connected on a lefty hook shot with 0:30
seconds left to clinch it for the Guvs.  Top
scorers for Hoffman were Wood with 14
points, Koerner 11, and center John “Skeets”
Skarzynski 10 points.

MVP’s-Charlie Koerner and Marvin
Wood.

Looking Back To. . .
1986-Sayreville baseball players se-

lected to Sentinel Newspapers All-Star team
were pitcher Chuck Frobosilo, outfielder
Chris Garbowski, and infielder Craig
O’Connor.  Garbowski threw out 6 runners,
and was at the time according to Coach
Steve Gozora, the best outfielder he ever
coached.

Flashback: 1962. . .
St. Mary’s baseball team, under the

managerial genius of Bill “Smokey” Ryan,
knocked Red Bank Catholic (10-0) from the
ranks of the unbeaten, 3-2, as Art
O’Donnell’s base hit in the bottom of the 7th
inning drove in Joe Jankowski with the
game winner.  Junior righthander, Joe Pohl
improved to (5-0) with a masterful 4-hitter,
13-strikeout performance in this real thriller.

Diamond Dust
1947-Interboro League Playoffs-South

Amboy AA 1 St. Mary’s South River 0.
Winning pitcher Rudy Neumann fired a 3-
hitter and struck out 6.  Dobrzynski belted a
single and double.

1968-Sayreville Softball League Play-
off Finals-Game #1-Sayreville Bar 15
Larry’s 1.  Ron “Mucci” Ciszewski fired a 3-
hitter and struck out 12 for the victory.  John
Pyonteck, Ed Strek, and Don Miller blasted
home runs.

1970-Morgan AA Midget League-Mor-
gan Pharmacy 12 Bonieski Agency 6.  Win-
ning pitcher Don Bruhn got 3 hits, and Paul
Gerula stroked 3 hits.

1972-South Amboy Little Fellas
League-Enterprise 4 Rotary 3.  Winning
pitcher Jeff Gasiewski struck out 10, and
Ross Booker belted 2 doubles.

1974-SA Midget League-Cards 5 Yanks
1.  Joe Szaro ripped a double and triple, Joe
Lewis 2 doubles, and Ron Richards 3 hits.

1975-SA Little Fellas League-Progres-
sive 5 Enterprise 2.  Winning pitcher Steve

Richmond struck out 11, and Mike Noble
drilled 3 hits for the winners.

✥ 1970 SA Sabres
Won Title

The 1970 South Amboy Sabres Pee
Wees Pop Warner football team won the
Central NJ Pop Warner Football Confer-
ence Title with a record of (8-0-2).  The
Sabres won the title over the Fords Bearcats.
Scoring leaders for the regular season were:
Ron Stillwagon 93 points, George Bongiorno
12, Pete Szaro 12, John Connors 7, Herbie
Belmonte 6, Ronnie Masarik 2, John Hayden
2.  The touchdown leaders were: Stillwagon
15, Bongiorno 2, Szaro 2, Connors 1,
Belmonte 1.

Softball Flashback:
1982

Swanee’s Bar snapped an incredible
58-game winning streak by The Wizards,
and won the Sayreville Slow Pitch Softball
championship, with a two-game sweep by
scores of 7-4 and 8-0.

Gary Fedor and Don Wisniewski each
collected 2 hits and 2 RBI in the second
game for Swanee’s.  Rich Popowski paced
Swanee’s in the first game with 3 hits and 3
RBI.

Swanee’s talented third baseman, John
Dusko won the league’s Most Valuable
Player Award.

Local Resident
Produces Play

South Amboy resident, Alexis Kozak is
producing a play off-off Broadway.  “The
Black Bird Returns” is co-written and di-
rected by Kozak and Asbury Parker Barabara
Panas.

True love conquers even death, when a
man comes back as a bird to be with the
woman he loves.  “I’ve never written a love
story before, although this is more of a love-
drama.  I learned a lot about myself and my
own feelings about love,” said Kozak.

Kozak has composed 4 full length plays
and numerous one-acts, but this is the first
time he has split writing credit with some-
one.  He is a member of the Wordsmiths
Playwriting Lab in Los Angeles, a nation-
ally recognized group which has garnered a
reputation for turning out writers with a
focus on craft.  Kozak has a bachelor’s
degree in Theatre Arts and English from
Rutgers University, and currently teaches
theatre at Middletown South High School.

The “Black Bird Returns” is playing at
Polaris North, 245 W. 29th St., 4th Floor,
New York, NY from Sept. 16-18.  Admis-
sion is FREE, but reservations are strongly
suggested.  Call 732-207-5573.

The Mayors of Middlesex County will
be working in coordination with the Com-
munity Food Bank of NJ, an organization
under the umbrella of American’s Second
Harvest to help the victims of Hurricane
Katerina.

Items suggested for collection are:
canned beef stew, canned chili, canned pasta,
peanut butter, disposal diapers, and energy
bars.

South Amboy’s drop-off location will
be at Charles W. Hoffman Senior Resource

“Side Show” Comes
To Sayreville

The legendary musical, “Side Show”
will be presented by the Sayreville Main
Street Theatre Company from Oct. 7-15 at
3018 Bordentown Ave., Parlin.  The show is
a true story about Daisy and Violet Hilton,
who were beautiful, talented and joined at
the hip.  They became the toast of the Vaude-
ville circuit during the Depression.  For
tickets and reservations, call 732-553-1153
or visit www.smstc.org.

Help For Hurricane Victims
Center, 108 S. Stevens Ave., South Amboy.
Items may be dropped off between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday-Friday.

In Sayreville, Assemblyman John S.
Wisniewski, and Sayreville councilmen Tom
Pollando, Dennis Grobelny and Daniel
Buchanan are collecting funds and non-
perishable items for the victims.  Checks can
be made out to United Way of Central New
Jersey with Hurricane Katrina Disaster Re-
lief written in the memo, and dropped off at
Wisniewski’s office at 3145 Bordentown
Ave., Parlin.

DVD’s & CD’s Sought For
Troops Overseas

The South Amboy High School History Club is col-
lecting DVD’s and CD’s for US troops stations in Iraq.

Donation may be dropped off at the High School until
early November.  Please mark items to the attention of the
club’s faculty advisor, Mr. Tony Gonsalves.  The DVD’s
and CD’s will be packaged and shipped to the troops
overseas.  For more information – or if you have any
questions, please call: 732-525-5303.
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“It is better to be beautiful than to be
good, but it is better to be good than to be
ugly.”  Oscar Wilde, “The Picture of Dorian
Gray.”

As the decade of the ‘50s turned into the
‘60s, the Beehive hairdo arrived.  Evolving
from the simple French twist, women’s hair
was teased, tortured, then, swirled upward
into a cone shape, leaving a small opening
on top.  The longer the hair, the higher the
cone.  After being sprayed to a rock-hard
texture to make it windproof, sleep-proof
and comb-proof, the hairdo would last from
one Saturday’s visit to the Beauty Parlor to
the next.   If the beautician was really artis-
tic, the mound of hair had a distinct resem-
blance to a beehive seen in a tree.  At a time
when head coverings were still needed in
Church, this hairdo presented a problem as
it was far too big for any hat.  So, as not to
muss their Beehives with scarves, some
women would loosely pin white tissues to
the top of the cones.   I remember watching
those tissues during Mass, as they fluttered
like butterflies with every movement of
their heads.   This hairdo was not only “bad”
for the hair but, often, “bad for the eyes.”

In the mid-60s, when Twiggy was sport-
ing the anorexic look and the “British Inva-
sion” was happening, mohair sweaters be-
came popular.  Loosely woven in eye-catch-
ing colors, they were big, bulky, and beau-
tiful.  Whenever I think of mohair, I can’t
help but think of Madelyn Carter.   While I
was desperately trying to stretch my meager
“wardrobe” by wearing the same old sweater
buttoned down the front, buttoned down the
back, and over a blouse, Madelyn seemed to
have a never-ending supply of new mohair
sweaters.  Wearing them with above-the-
knee, drop pleated skirts and matching knee-
high socks, she looked fabulous.   As al-
ways, I had to save my lunch money to buy
one for myself, which was part of the reason
I had become so slender as a teenager, al-
ways choosing fashion over food.  Finally, I
was able to buy a rose-colored mohair
sweater, and I couldn’t wait to get home to
put it on.  I only wore that new sweater for
five minutes before the long, itchy hairs
began eating me alive, and I never wore it
again.  This style, then, was “good” for
Madelyn, but very “bad” for anyone with
sensitive skin.

There is no doubt that the ‘60s “Sexual
Revolution” went hand-in-hand with the
mini-skirt.  I, like everyone else, couldn’t
wait to wear them, and we all did.  Designed
for the young and slender, they looked and
felt “good.”  Unfortunately, people not so
young and not so slender also wore them.  So
they looked both “bad” and “downright
ugly.”

The ‘70s brought us ever-widening bell-
bottom pants, madras blouses, stretch body
shirts, long dresses, granny glasses, and
square-toed shoes.  It also brought into fash-
ion, the cheap Leisure Suit for men.  Made
of polyester material, the suits were worn
with polyester shirts that had overly long

The Good, The Bad, & The Downright
Ugly

By Elaine Scott

and pointy collars, with at least two of the
top buttons being left unbuttoned.  To fill in
this empty neck area, at least one gold chain
would be worn; often, a lot more than just
one.   These “lounge lizard” suits became
insanely popular, and all men, young and
old, wore them so as not to look out of style.
In doing so, they all looked “downright
ugly,” instead.

Thanks to the TV show, Dynasty, the
‘80s saw the return of padded shoulders.
Joan Crawford had started this style in the
‘40s but in the ‘80s, Joan Collins “took the
ball and ran away with it.”  All of us women,
in trying to dress like the actresses in this
show, came close to looking like football
player wannabes, with shoulders pads in
jackets and blouses the width of doorways.
Although many men would disagree, some-
how, some way, this style had worked, and
deserves to be rated as “good.”

Nehru jackets, pea coats, saddle shoes,
white bucks, pants with stove-pipe legs,
clam diggers, Empire waist dresses, Hush
Puppies, mu mus, wrap around skirts, gau-
cho pants, culottes,  and tie-dyes, all were
popular for at least a little while. Some fads
were fun, like when “Dooley” was wearing,
“Tan shoes with pink shoe laces, a polka dot
vest and man o’ man,” I remember Lynne
Burkard getting herself a pair of tan sneak-
ers with deep pink shoelaces.  Another fad
was the doctor blouse, just like Dr. Ben
Casey wore on his TV show, and I was
happy to get one.  For those not born in this
time, before sneakers came to be called
tennis shoes, it would be hard to believe that
it was once considered fashionable to make
our sneakers look good by applying white
shoe polish.

Styles keep changing.  What’s “in,”
becomes “out,” and what’s “out” often be-
comes “in” again.  The one thing that doesn’t
change is “looking good,” actually comes
from “feeling good” about ourselves.   So,
whether or not we looked “good, bad, or
downright ugly” is trivial.  Those styles
made us feel good, and that’s all that really
matters; isn’t it?

(Elaine Scott may be reached at
siteseein526@aol.com.)
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