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Jack McKeon recently announced his
retirement as manager of the Florida Marlins
Major League baseball club.  (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

McKeon Retires From Baseball
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy native, Jack McKeon,
one of Major League Baseball’s greatest
and most colorful managers in history re-
tired immediately following his Florida
Marlins’ final game of the season on Oct.
2nd.

In an emotional clubhouse meeting prior
to the game, McKeon broke the news to his
team, and they applauded and hugged him.
The club then went out and won a thrilling 7-
6, 10-inning contest over the division cham-
pion Atlanta Braves, giving Jack a fitting
farewell gift.

The Marlins had a tough 2005 season,
plagued by inconsistency, and an abundance
of injuries to key players, especially in Sep-
tember, when they still had a shot at the Wild
Card.  The team was picked by almost ev-
eryone to win its division, and it was obvi-
ous that the team underachieved all season.

At a press conference announcing his
retirement, McKeon thanked owner/CEO,
Jeffrey Loria and the rest of Florida’s front
office for “Giving me the opportunity to

fulfill my dream of winning a World Se-
ries.”  He also thanked Loria for giving “An
old senior citizen a chance.”  Jack has ac-
cepted a role as Special Advisor to Loria.
McKeon said, “I look forward to my new
role and doing what I can to help this orga-
nization return to where it deserves to be.”

A look back at Jack’s brilliant career
shows so many outstanding accomplish-
ments, such as: The most wins as a Marlins
manager (241-207, .538); The oldest man-
ager in history at (72 years and 329 days) to
win a World Series in ’03, when the Marlins
upset the Yankees; Perhaps the only man-
ager to win over 1,000 games in both the
minor and major leagues.  His minor league
record was (1,146-1,123, .505); majors-
(1,011-940, .518); Won the BBWAA NL
Manager of the Year Award twice, in (1999)
and (2003);  On Sept. 3, he became the 52nd
manager in history to win 1,000 games as
Florida defeated the Mets; He became the
third oldest manager in MLB history at 74
years old, behind only Connie Mack (88)
and Casey Stengel 75.

He managed a total of 17 years on the
minor league level and 15 in the majors, and
also spent more than 20 years in baseball
front offices.  There have been three books
published on Jack McKeon.

McKeon said that, “I’ve been thinking
over the last couple of months how blessed
I’ve been to be in this game over 50-plus
years, and to have a family that supported
me.  I promised them last year that this
would be my last year, and I’m honoring that
request.”

“I haven’t had as much fun as I’d like,
and made my decision two months ago to
get out .  Since I’m the leader, I’ll take full
responsibility for the poor year we had.”  It
was a hardly a poor year, as other teams
would have been happy with an (83-79)
record.

Bon Jovi recently released an outstanding new album, “Have A Nice Day.”  Band members
pictured (l-r) are Tico Torres, David Bryan, Richie Sambora, and leader, Jon Bon Jovi, a
former Sayreville resident.  (Photo Credit: Kevin Westenberg)

MLB Accepts
McKeon Book

South Amboy author, Tom Burkard’s
most recent book, “Jack McKeon: Baseball,
Cigars and Saint Theresa” will soon be
added to Major League Baseball’s presti-
gious worldwide website, according to Se-
nior Buyer, Barton A. Manning.  The website
allows people to order the book online,
directly from MLB.Bon Jovi’s New Album Sets Career High

Bon Jovi achieved a career-high for
first week album sales with his new CD
“Have A Nice Day.”   The band’s first week
total sold an unbelievable 201,881 units,
easily surpassing the group’s previous Week
#1 after release peak of 159,000 units for
“Bounce” in 2002.

On September 28, the new CD was #2
on Billboard’s 200 Albums chart, and it’s a
good bet it will take over the top slot very
soon.  The results have been equally impres-
sive around the world, and “Have A Nice
Day” was certified platinum overnight in
Japan, and entered at #1, making Bon Jovi
one of only three international acts to achieve
three #1 albums in that country.  The Beatles,
and The Bay City Rollers were the others.
The CD also debuted at #1 in Australia,
Holland, Austria, Germany, and Canada,
and #2 in the U.K., while the song “Have A
Nice Day” is #6 on the Billboard Europe
chart and #14 most played on the European
airplay chart.  Overall, the single is top 10 in

Australia, Austria, Germany, Holland, Italy,
Japan, Norway, Spain, Switzerland and the
U.K.

Jon Bon Jovi, a former Sayreville resi-
dent and leader of the band was on an
extremely busy promotional schedule, and
in September was seen and heard on “The
Howard Stern Show,” “The Today Show,”
“The CBS Early Show,” and an hour-long
“Oprah” appearance, in which the band per-
formed, and Jon was extensively interviewed
by Oprah Winfrey.

At the World Music Awards in August,
Bon Jovi received the prestigious Diamond
Award for selling over 100,000,000 albums
in its career.  The band kicks off its Have A
Nice Day World Tour on Nov. 2 in Des
Moines, IA at the Wells Fargo Arena, and
will be at Madison Square Garden in NY on
Nov. 28-29, and Continental Airlines Arena
in East Rutherford, NJ on Dec. 19 and Dec.
21.

*See album review on page 11.

Sayreville Gets 119
Acres

DuPont, in hopes of giving some open
space to the Borough of Sayreville, recently
donated 119 acres of land.

The land site is between Cheesequake
and Washington Roads, and is two parcels,
one with 77 acres, and the other with 42.  The
area is a certified wildlife habitat.

The Borough is hiring an appraiser for
$7,500, which is an important measure be-
fore the official transfer.

DuPont has also been generous with the
Borough of Sayreville in the past.  It has
donated land on Washington Road for the
current First Aid building, and also a park.

Fire Academy Gets
New Burn Building

The Middlesex County Fire Academy
in Sayreville recently dedicated its third
burn building.  The new structure is built to
aid instructors in training firefighters in
countless situations they may face in their
call to duty.

The facility is a copy of a strip mall, and
measures 4,765 square foot.  It is the first in
the state to include a basement .

The burn building will be used as a
training grounds for fire departments from
all over the world.  The Academy’s two
other buildings have been used by firefighters
from Puerto Rico and South America.

Requests have been made for use of the
new building by fire departments from
Colonia, Freehold and Monmouth County,
thus far.

Fundraiser For
Jimmy Moran

Please join The Friends of Jimmy Moran
And His Family as we help them fight their
greatest battle.  A trip to

Bally’s Hilton Casino at Atlantic City
will be held on Sunday, Nov. 13, to help
defray the costs of Jimmy’s medical treat-
ment.  Get $18 cash plus $8 towards meal at
Bally’s.  Bus departs 10 a.m. from the South
Amboy

Middle/High School.  $25 per person.
Contact Mike Geraltowski 732-525-0265
or Elaine or Scott at

S & E Transportation 732-727-4860.

Ferry To Leave
South Amboy

SeaStreak ferry announced that it would
cease services from South Amboy to lower
Manhattan on Nov. 11th.  The commuter
transportation out of South Amboy began
over 3 years ago, but according to SeaStreak
officials, the huge increase in fuel and lack
of profits is forcing it to shutdown its local
operation.

Mayor John T. O’Leary and city offi-
cials are hard at work in trying to find
another ferry provider to fill the need.

World War II Hero:
Sayreville’s Ed

Kolodziej
(The following was written for the pre-

sentation of the Silver Star to Sayreville’s
Ed Kolodziej for his heroics in World War
II)

By direction of the President, the Silver
Star is awarded to Edwin A. Kolodziej for
gallantry in action against the enemy.  On
Nov. 16, 1944, in the vicinity of Fort Jeanne
D’Arc, France, Pvt. First Class Kolodziej, a
member of a group of combat scouts attack-
ing a large, heavily fortified enemy bunker,
voluntarily with his Sergeant, moved into a
position exposed to withering artillery, mor-
tar and machine gun fire in an attempt to
destroy a machine gun inside the bunker.
Boldly placing his own machine gun on a
mound of dirt directly in front of the pillbox,
Pvt. First Class Kolodziej, helped his Ser-
geant pour fire into the enemy position until
the German gun no longer replied.  There-
upon, the commander of the pillbox surren-
dered with his entire garrison of 46 men.
Upon questioning, the enemy commander
asserted that the confident position of Pvt.
First Class Kolodziej’s machine gun had led
him to believe that the bunker was sur-
rounded by American troops and his situa-
tion therefore hopeless.  Pvt. First Class
Kolodziej’s superb heroism in making pos-
sible the elimination of a powerful enemy
fortification reflects distinct honor on him-
self and on the military service.

Now 80, Kolodziej is still living in
Sayreville, and practicing law.  He is a
former Middlesex County Prosecutor and
State Assemblyman.  Thank you, Ed for
fighting for our freedom!  You are a an All-
American hero!

Tom Szatkowski heads in the winning goal in
overtime to lead the Guvs to a thrilling 3-2
victory over the Eagles to reclaim the Mayor’s
Cup ( Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Approximately 50 present and former residents of Parlin turned out recently at Buddies
Tavern for a Parlin Olde Timers Reunion.  All who attended were asked to give a brief
personal history.  Pictured are (l-r) John Pietroski, Joe Baist, Jerry Buchanan, Ed Kolodziej,
Olaf Miller, George Hansen.

Selover Family Hit By Katrina
Former South Amboy resident and

Hoffman High grad, Gary Selover and his
family, who live in Mississippi faced tre-
mendous losses and hardships during Hurri-
cane Katina’s assault on the Gulf Coast.
Gary is the Fire Chief and Head of Security
for Chevron Oil in Pascagola, MS.  Our
thoughts and prayers go out to Gary and his
family.
Anniversary Celebrations

Ray “Mickey” Scupp and his wife Dot
of South Amboy celebrated their 50th Wed-
ding Anniversary on Sept. 5th.  Congratula-
tions to two very wonderful people, who
really have made a difference in this world.
Phil & Anna English of South Amboy cel-
ebrated their 25th Wedding Anniversary on
Oct. 11th, and enjoyed a trip to Hawaii.
Congratulations!
Birthday Greetings!

Michael Mosakowski of Sayreville cel-
ebrates his 45th birthday on Oct. 11th.  Con-
gratulations and many happy returns of the
day to a great guy!

Many happy returns of the day go out to
Theresa Strek of Sayreville, who recently
celebrated her 75th birthday.  Stolat!
Shannons Are Big Successes

Michael Shannon III, formerly of South
Amboy is a partner in KPMG Accounting
Firm, one of the top 5 in the world.  Bridget
Shannon, Michael’s sister, who was a Vale-
dictorian at Hoffman High School is a Se-
nior Social Worker at YDC at the Monmouth
County Sheriff’s Dept.  Both are graduates
of Sacred Heart School, South Amboy, where
I had the pleasure of teaching them Physical
Education many years ago.  Congratulations
Michael and Bridget!
Kuhn Misses Others

Claire Kuhn, recently retired from
Wachovia Bank in South Amboy said that
she will also miss working with Rick and
Bob, and especially Dick Springsteen!
In Memoriam

Bob Harkins, 83, of South Amboy died
on Sept. 13.  He was a devoted family man,
who worked for the City of South Amboy
for 14 years before retiring in ’91.  Matthew

Prusik Sr., 73, of Morgan died on Sept. 13.
He was Chairman of the Sayreville Shade
Tree Commission from 1969-70, and was
also a teacher for 33 years in East Brunswick
Public Schools.  Mary Lockwood, 78, of
Parlin died on Sept. 25.  She was a very nice
lady, and matriarch of the family business,
Lockwood Boat Works, Inc. in Morgan, that
she owned with her husband William.  They
were married for 55 years.  Henry
Constantineau, 74, formerly of Morgan died
on Oct. 1.  He owned Hank’s Signs in
Morgan for over 20 years, and was former
President of Morgan AA Little League As-
sociation.  Bob Rolzhausen Sr., 70, formerly
of Parlin died on Oct. 2.  A wonderful, caring
person, who got involved, he was Past Presi-
dent of Sacred Heart Holy Name Society,
Past President of Middlesex County Federa-
tion of Holy Name Societies, and a member
of many local fraternal organizations.  John
Kreiger, 88, formerly of South Amboy died
on Oct. 7.  He was a well-respected family
man, always involved with the community.
Ed Krawczyk, 75, of Sayreville died on Oct.
8.  He worked for the Borough for 25 years
as an installer in the Water Dept. prior to
retiring in 1993.  They will all be remem-
bered for touching so many lives.

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.What year was Mechanicsville Hose
Co. in South Amboy organized?   a.1897
b.1904 c.1910

2.The Chief of Sayreville Fire
Department’s Engine Co. #1 in ’72 was?
a.William Betzler b.William Eppinger c.Lee
Kupsch

3.The Grand Marshal of South Amboy’s
Memorial Day Parade in 1988?  a.Adam
Rzepka b.Jim Campbell c.Rev. Joseph Ba-
nach

4.South Amboy’s City Council Presi-
dent in ’48?  a.Anton Walczak b.William
Kurtz c.John D. Leonard

5.Scoutmaster for St. Stanislaus Kostka
Scout Troop 68 in 1973?  a.James Pijanowski
b.Ben E. Goodman c.John Qualls

6.President of the Morgan First Aid
Squad in ’82?  a.Joe Scanlon b.Jim Bonis
c.Bob Gargiulo

7.South Amboy First Aid’s Captain in
1977?  a.Kevin Meszaros b.Jack Mankowski
c.Chuck Pawlowski

8.Municipal Chairman for the South
Amboy Republican Party in 1976?  a.John
Baranowski b.Les Batchelor c.William
Linblad

9.In ’72, Melrose Hose Co. No. 1 cel-
ebrated what anniversary?  a.50th b.75th
c.100th

10.President of St. Mary High’s Senior
Senate in ’89?  a.Kevin Zebro b.Patrick
Kennedy c.Mark Hammond

11.In 1980, this business was located
on Krumb St. in Sayreville?  a.The Concord
b.Polonaise Inn c.The Jolly K’s

12.In ’75 this business was located on
Washington Ave., South Amboy?  a.The
Edge Cocktail Lounge b.Frannie’s Liquors
c.Roundabout Pub

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Veterans Day
Service

Commander Bob “Zak” Sekerak of the
Luke A. Lovely American Legion Post #62
of South Amboy announced that the Legion
will hold its Veterans Day services at the
South Amboy City Hall, Broadway on Fri-
day, Nov. 11th at 11 a.m.

Pancake Breakfast
The Sayreville Lions Club will hold its

annual Fall Pancake Breakfast on Oct. 30 at
the Sayreville War Memorial High School
from 8 a.m. to noon.  Tickets are $5 for adults
and $3 for children.  Tickets are available at
the door of the high school cafeteria on the
day of the Pancake Breakfast.

Answers
1b 2a 3c 4b 5a 6c 7b 8c 9a 10c 11b 12a.
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 !   Business of the Month  !

ACTUAL ASPS PATIENT

Her
secret
is an
ASPS
plastic
surgeon.

Put your confidence in a plastic surgeon who is certified by
the American Board of Plastic Surgery.

Sandra J. Gatt, MD, FACS
540 Bordentown Ave., Suite 4100 • South Amboy, NJ

08879
In the South Amboy Medical Center

732-274-1500
www.sandragatt.com

• Moles   • Skin Cancer  • Wounds  • Cosmetic
Surgery

• Reconstructive Surgery  • Lasers
• Also: Procedures Unique to Senior Citizens

Medicare Medical Insurance
Workman’s Compensation Visa/Mastercard

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF

PLASTIC SURGEONS

Main Liquors & Wine

Main Liquors & Wine, located at
533 Main St., South Amboy, is the place
to stop when you’re planning that special
celebration or party, or just to stock up for
watching football on TV.  Cold ones
always taste good, so if you’re in the
mood for the “coldest beer or wine cool-
ers” in town, stop in and visit owner
Harshey Patel and his fine staff.

Main Liquors is a modern, state-of-
the-art store, which has become one of
the finest, complete liquor, beer and wine
businesses around.  Main Liquors offers
discount prices on a huge selection of
thirst-quenching foreign and domestic
beer, wine, wine coolers, and all types of
liquor.  (See Main Liquors & Wine ad
each month on page 5 in The SA Times).
This store is the place to shop for your
best buys!

You won’t find a cleaner liquor store
with such a neat appearance, and the
outstanding staff is always congenial and
helpful to all.  Main Liquors features the
finest wine selection in all of Middlesex
County, and is proud of the fact that it
offers “the coldest beer in town.”

Main Liquors & Wine was the re-
cipient for the 2003 Readers Choice

Award by The Home News Tribune as
“One of the best liquor stores in Central
Jersey.”  In addition, they won for “Best
Wine.”

Patel has owned Main Liquors &
Wine for 17 years, and has been most
generous to the City of South Amboy.
Harshey is always innovative with his
business, and works hard to expand his
product line, and offer even more terrific
items to his valued customers.

Main Liquors has had two Lotto
winners of over a million dollars, which
just might make this a lucky spot to try
your luck.

Manager John Gawron is the best in
the business, and his cheerful personality
brightens  everyone’s day.  Anand Patel
is also an outstanding member of the
staff.

Remember, it’s holiday time again,
a time for parties, family gatherings and
cheer.  Football, basketball, hockey and
the World Series are now in full swing,
and the Super Bowl is just around the
corner, so remember to stock up with all
your favorite beer, wines, liquors and
much more at Main Liquors & Wine, 533
Main St., South Amboy.  The telephone
number is 732-721-1164.

OLV Christmas
Bazaar

Our Lady of Victories HSA is sponsor-
ing its annual parish Christmas Bazaar/Craft
Show on November 19, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.† The Bazaar will be held at the church’s
Monsignor Dalton Hall, 42 Main Street,
Sayreville, and will be featuring handmade
crafts, holiday†items, games for the kids,
refreshments, pictures with Santa, and
more.† Admission is free.

For table information and availability,
please contact Sharon at (732- 316-9073.

The Main Liquors & Wines fine staff is pictured (l-r) Senjay Patel, Anand Patel and
manager John Gawron.  Missing from photo is owner, Harshay Patel.

String Band/
Mummers At
Sayreville

Happy Days String Band and The Mum-
mers will perform at the Sayreville Senior
Center, Main St., Sayreville on Thurs. Nov.
3 at 7:30 p.m.  Admission is FREE, and there
will be light refreshments.  All ages are
welcome.  The event is sponsored by The
Cultural Arts Council of the Borough of
Sayreville.
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1955
By Tom Burkard

As the St. Mary’s Class of ’55 returned
for its final school year in September 1954,
many things were happening in the world.
Marilyn Monroe, was now the most famous
face on earth. . .The sensation of TV was
new comic, George Gobel, who had the
country saying “I’ll be a dirty bird.”  TV’s
darling was none other than pianist Liberace.
0”Hey, There” was the number #1 song in
the nation at the time. . .And at the Augusta
Street school, where Eagles dare. . .

Sister Mary Loretto was principal, and
some of her staff , mostly Sisters of Mercy
included: Sister Mary Norma, Sr. M. Celeste,
Sr. M. Marguerite, Sr. M. Cleophas, Sr. M.
Nora, Sr. M. Ambrose, Sr. M. Francine, Sr.
M. David, and Mr. Woodrow McCarthy. . .

Some of the fabulous seniors were:
Barbara Brennan, Frank Conroy, Sabina
Dalfonzo, Dominic Del Rosso, Andrew
Derechailo, Dennis Desmond, Edward
Dobrinsky, Thomas Dohaney, Margaret
Hansell, Patricia Hogan, Aloysius Janas,
Dorothy Jancola, Lois Jankowski, Diane
Jaskowiak, Joan Jurewicz, Patricia Keating,
Russell Knoell, Robert Martenak, Janet
Massing, Ellen Mehalchick, Janice Meyer,
Mary Minnick, Patricia Pogers, Mario
Rapetti, William Rea, Flavia Reps, Joan
Ruszala, William Triggs, Barbara Trzoniec,
Patricia Trzoniec, Rosemary Dooling,
Marilyn Eckert, Mary Emery, Jane Farrell,
John Flanigan, Carol Graul, Barbara Gray,
Mary Halmi, Kathleen Kress, Frances Kull,
Doris Kupcha, Carole Kurzawa, Elizabeth
Lounsbury, Patricia Monaghan, Margaret
Morin, Catherine Mulcahy, Kathryn Munn,
Helen McCloud, Phyllis McGuire, Eliza-
beth Salmon, Guido Sessa, Rose Ann
Stepnowski, Jospeh Triggs, Lorraine
Yurkonis, Mary Sal Zamorski (Wonderful
lady), Evelyn Zierer. . .

The Student Council consisted of Presi-
dent Harold Thalmann, and Secretary-Trea-
surer-Mary Ann Lagoda. . .Robert Leslie
(Successful SA businessman and former
City Councilman), and Adam Lovely (Great

guy) were class presidents for 12A and 12B.
Jean Shea was Editor of “The Crown” school
newspaper.

There were some pretty interesting nick-
names in this class.  How many do you
recall?

Jukie, Eric, Ears, Dunker, Wishie,
Sleepy, Suds, Duke, Lefty, Pee Wee, Mandy,
Jinx, Skippy, Butch, Stumpy, Ace, Dint,
Edu, Elvira, Schmone, Guy. . .Well, how
many did you know?

The senior athletes were all boys, be-
cause there were no sports for girls in high
school back then.  The talented sportsmen
were: Joe Bucko, Pierre Delaney, Leo Ma-
nia, Marty Metzger, Robert Meyer, Robert
Vona, Bill Walton, Sylvester Sullivan,
Raymond Durski (Retired South Amboy
Police Dept. Detective), Ed Paczkowski
(Successful SA businessman), Leslie,
Lovely, Thalmann. . .

On Graduation Day 1955, the top song
in the nation was “Unchained Melody” by
Les Baxter. . .Graduation awards went to the
following: Highest average in Classical
Course-Sheila Lenahan 92.5; Highest aver-
age in Academic Course-Laverne Gavron
92.6; Highest  average in Commercial
Course-Marianne Zamorski 93.4.  Thomas
Quinlan and Barbara Pavlik were awarde
$100 savings bonds for Outstanding Schol-
arship & Character.  Irene Nebus won a
trophy for School Spirit. . .

St. Mary’s Class of 1955 was truly a
very special group of teenagers, who went
on in life to make this world a much better
place. . .

Dowdell Library To
Host Read-In

In honor of Children’s Book Week,
Dowdell Library will host a Pajama
Storytime on Thursday, November 17th at
6:30 for ages 3-5.

Everyone will wear their favorite paja-
mas, , and we will read together.

The Most Beautiful
Thing

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate c.1982

Thoreau may have said nature,
Romeo may of thought Juliet,
Gershwin his piano,
Dorothy thought home,
To Pa Kettle, Ma Kettle,
To Scarlett it was Tara,
Honest Abe believed it was freedom,
Cleopatra revered her jewels,
Elvis adored his mother,
Joyce Kilmer barded it a tree,
And Patton truly believed war,
All of us have a “most beautiful thing,”
But to me, ah!  To me,
The glow on the face and in the heart
Of you and I happily together in love.

Class of ’55 Reunion
St. Mary’s High School Class of 1955

will hold its 50th Reunion gala on Friday,
Nov. 11 at Buttonwood Manor, Highway
34, Matawan.  The event will feature a
cocktail hour, open bar, hors d’oeuvres,
followed by dinner, which includes soup,
salad, dessert, and a choice of prime rib,
stuffed flounder or chicken Cordon Bleu.  A
cash bar will follow cocktail hour.  A DJ will
provide entertainment.  For more info con-
tact: Bob Leslie at ag72138@aol.com; Ed
Paczkowski at Jude930NJ@aol.com; Joe
Triggs at bettytriggs@msn.com; Bob
Martenak at robertmartenak@aol.com.

Senior Services
Offered

The library now offers delivery ser-
vices to South Amboy seniors   who reside
either in McCarthy Towers or Shore Gate;
or who attend the Hoffman Senior Center
(South Stevens Avenue) or the South Amboy
Day Care Center.   Senior adult residents
who are home-bound or disabled may also
use this free service.

In addition to regular and large print
books, videos, music CDs, books on tape/
CD, and non-fiction Dvd are available for
loan.  Materials are delivered and picked up
weekly by library staff.  Just contact the
Services Coordinator from 9 am to 11 am
weekdays at 732-721-6060 to sign up.

Annual Tricky Tray
The Sayreville Main Street Theater

Company will Sponsor its 11th annual Tricky
Tray auction on Friday September 30th at
The Sayreville Senior Center on Main Street,
Sayreville.  Doors open at 6 P.M. Admission
tickets at the door $5.00. Early Bird draw-
ings begin at 6:30P.M. For further informa-
tion call; 732 553 1153.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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Sister Louise Gorka (c), a St. Mary’s Class of ’50 graduate was honored for her work with
The Gathering Place in Middletown.  She was presented with a check for $1,000 from Vince
Higgins (l) and Ray Scupp (r), Co-Chairmen of the ’49 & ’50 Class Reunion, on behalf of the
St. Mary’s classmates from those years.  The check will go towards the wonderful charitable
works Sister Louise has been doing.  The happy occasion took place at The Sand & Sea
Restaurant in Atlantic Highlands.

The Buzz On Broadway
Banking on Business. Main Street South

Amboy, through its Economic Restructuring
Committee, arranged a meeting between the
New Jersey Economic Development Author-
ity and local banks to discuss financing pack-
ages for businesses around the community.
The banks are willing to explore attractive
financing arrangements for new or expand-
ing businesses in South Amboy with the
EDAs support and MSSAs help.† Contact
banks in South Amboy, the Economic Devel-
opment Authority or Main Street South
Amboy†for more details.

Lighten Up.  Working closely with the
City, the Main Street Design Committee has
helped to prepare a plan for street lighting
upgrades, banners, crosswalks and other im-
provements to the Broadway streetscape.  The
tender will be issued soon.  Watch for these
improvements over the next few months.

New Faces for Old Friends.  A number
of Broadway buildings are getting new looks;
thanks to a partnership between the property

owners, the City and Main Street South
Amboy.  Fresh facades are coming to many of
your old favorites† and new tenants with new
looks are filling vacancies.

A Boost for Broadway. Thanks to
DCAs, Main Street New Jersey and the ef-
forts of the MSSAs Economic Restructuring
Committee, the JGSC Group, specialists in
business retention and expansion, has just
begun working with Main Street South
Amboy.  Over the next few months, they will
research market conditions, identify oppor-
tunities and provide advice and assistance to
Broadway businesses.  We’ll keep you posted
on their progress.

Cooler Weather brings New Growth.
September may have been cooler but not on
Broadway.  Over the past month about a
dozen prospective retailers and at least three
potential food and beverage operators have
had meetings with Main Street South Amboy
to discuss opening on Broadway.  Some will
appear quite soon.  Others may blossom in the
spring.Simko To Attend

Leadership Forum
Tyler Simko, a student at South Amboy

Elementary School, has been accepted into
the People to People World Leadership
Forum.  He will join a select group of
students in Washington, DC, Oct. 24-30, to
earn high school credit while studying lead-
ership and exploring some of the United
States’ most prominent monuments and in-
stitutions.

From Captiol Hill to the Smithsonian
Institute, and from Colonial Williamsburg
to the National Museum of American His-
tory, Simko will examine the characteristics
of American leadership during times of
national challenge and prosperity.  Forum
delegates will also participate in small-group
discussions and exercises to experience first-
hand how successful leaders develop strat-
egies, make decisions, build consensus and
foster change.

Tyler was nominated and accepted for
the honor based on outstanding scholastic
merit, civic involvement and leadership po-

Fire Prevention
Week

By Edward J. Szatkowski
South Amboy Fire Marshal

One third of home candle fires occurred
after candles were left unattended, aban-
doned or inadequately controlled.  26% oc-
curred when some form of combustible
material was left or came too close to the
candle.  6% were started by people (gener-
ally children) playing with the candle.  Here
are some safety prevention precautions to
keep in mind when utilizing candles.

1.Never leave lit candles unattended.
2.Never leave lit candles with children alone.
3.Never leave candles near window treat-
ments or other combustibles.  4.Never leave
candles lit while sleeping or taking medica-
tions.  5.Be sure to secure candles in a non-
combustible container.  Enjoy the ambiance
of the candle with common safety factors in
mind.

tential.  Congratulations Tyler and have a
great trip!
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Alec Haklar (l) of Sayreville proudly holds his “Oscar” while being congratulated by the
Middlesex County College Theater Camp’s Director, Michael Taubenslag (r).

Alec Haklar, a 5th grade student at Sa-
cred Heart School, and resident of Sayreville,
was chosen “All-Around Camper” at the
Middlesex County College Theater Camp.
This is the second year that he has attended
the Theater Camp.  He has performed as the
Wolf in “3 Little Pigs” and in the ensemble

Bowlers Of The
Past

We are a group of recycled teenagers,
who enjoy bowling.  We are not a league, but
a group of men and women who enjoy
bowling and each others friendship.  We
meet Friday mornings at Strathmore Lanes
on Rt. 34 in Matawan at 9 a.m., and start
bowling at 9:30 a.m.  We have coffee and
goodies each day.  There are people from
South Amboy, Matawan, Freehold, East
Brunswick, Hazlet, Keyport and other loca-
tions.  We have a group of approximately 35
people, ages 55-88.  If you can still walk and
pick up a bowling ball, we are looking
forward to you joining us.  Cost is $6.50 for
3 games, coffee and goodies thrown in.  Just
show up and join the fun.

Dowdell Library
Schedule

Children’s Storytimes running every
Wednesday from November 2 thru Decem-
ber 7.

Ages 3/4 every Wednesday at 11:00.
Ages 5-8 every Wednesday at 3:00.

*Children must be registered by adult.
Registration begins in-library on Monday,
Oct. 24th.

Teen-Read Book Discussion - Bring a
book and let’s chat! Saturday, November
5th at 2:00 Ages 10+.

Thanksgiving Craft - Friday, Novem-
ber 18th at 3:00 Ages 5+. (Younger children
allowed with adult.)

Teen Origami - Learn to make origami
creatures and creations! Saturday, Novem-
ber 19th  at 2:00 Ages 10+.

Haklar Chosen Top Camper

of Hercules, Aladdin and the Broadway
Spectacular.

Alec was chosen out of approximately
180 campers for the top honor.

Alec is the son of Lynn Meade-Haklar
and Kenneth Haklar.  Congratulations, Alec!
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Jim Dieker (l), owner of Dieker’s Farm in Sayreville sells delicious apples to Jean Hourahan
(r) of Sayreville.  The summer-long drought made it a rough season for many popular crops.
(Photo By Tom Burkard)

Sayreville Veterans Park was recently dedicated in honor of all veterans.  The park includes
the Borough Hall athletic fields behind Main Street.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Meghan & Melody at Blastoff: “We’re
back!”

The USAG-NJ community may have
forgotten about local gymnasts Meghan
Larkin and Melody Smith. After all, neither
twelve-year-old athlete had competed since
each won individual Level 5 state champi-
onship honors in January 2004. The girls
devoted last season to “training through”
Level 6 to develop the higher skills needed
for Level 7.

On October 1, both gymnasts emerged
in fine form representing Middlesex Gym-
nastics Academy (MGA) of East Brunswick
at the Blastoff Invitational held at
Henderson’s Gymnastics in Edison. Ten
clubs competed at the event.

Meghan took care of business in the
opening rotations scoring a first-place 9.275
on the balance beam and a first-place 9.35
on floor exercise.

In the third rotation, Melody nailed a
first-place vault at 9.05. In the final rotation,
she put up another first-place score of 8.85
on the uneven bars.

By the end of the evening, the MGA
girls’ team had captured the first-place tro-
phy, and two gymnasts, who happen to be
seventh-grade classmates at St. Mary School
in South Amboy, had turned in a perfor-
mance that said, “We’re back!”

Good luck at sectionals.

Drought Impacts Local Farmer
By Steve Schmid

The cold, snowy winter and cool, wet
spring turned into one of the hottest and
driest summers on record.  Many daily tem-
perature readings were over 90 degrees ac-
companied by high humidity.  The hot
weather began before Memorial Day and
continued past Labor Day, with daily 80
degree temperatures lasting until Sept. 23.
Rainfall was scarce, causing significant prob-
lems for Dieker’s Farm on Bordentown Ave.
in Sayreville.  Owner, Jim Dieker said the
summer drought was devastating.  “The
broccoli, cauliflower, spinach, and lettuce is
a complete failure,” Dieker said.  He added
that the rainfall this year has been running 8
to 10 inches below normal.  Dieker plans to
close the popular roadside market at the end
of this month, due to the unfavorable condi-
tions.  Normally the stand is open until

Thanksgiving.  Unfortunately, the heavy
rains during the weekend of Oct. 8 were too
late to save the crops he normally sells
during this time.

The downpours did help revive area
lawns scorched by the summer sun, and
signaled a change in the weather pattern.

Movie Nite At
Sayreville

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is offer-
ing Movie Nite for FREE on Oct. 26 at the
Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center starting at
7 p.m.  A “Spooky Fun Theme,” will be the
feature.  Children 6 & under must be accom-
panied by an adult.  Refreshments will be
served.  Register by calling the Rec Office at
732-390-7092 or 390-7096 by Oct. 24.

Friends of the Dowdell Library of South
Amboy meeting will be held on Wednes-

Dowdell Friends Meeting
day, Nov 2, 2005 at 7:00 pm – New Mem-
bers Welcome.
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732-721-9093

732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address:  PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

Bus: 732-721-7500 Res: 732-721-6743
Voice Mail: Ext. 12 Fax: 732-721-4095

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION

• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Fishing  Flashes
By  Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
My wife and I made two trips for fluke

in the Bay in early September. We fished the
mouth of the River near Horseshoe Cove.
We caught 10 shorts, no keepers, one sea
robin and four bluefish. Blues were all over
the Bay; you could have filled a boat with
them.  On the second trip we fished several
spots including Chapel Hill Channel, Belford
Flats and the TC Buoy. My wife caught two
Bluefish. I got Shut Out!

Outside of a very few, fluke in the
Reach Area and ocean areas further down
are gone! The two recent storms we had
improved party boat Blue fishing with lots
of False Albacore mixed in. Warm water
verities like Skipjack Tuna, Amberjack and
Dolphin have moved out. Bottom fishing
boats show an improvement in Sea Bass
with a few Porgies, Croakers and a few
Triggerfish mixed in.  Surf action in the Bay
at local beaches consists of small Bluefish
but bigger ones will come in any day as well
as Stripped Bass. Surf fishing form Seaside
on down consists of a few Stripers, Bluefish
blitzes from time to time and lots of Croak-
ers and Kingfish.

New Regulations just enacted for Strip-
pers are, one from 24 to 28 inches long and
the second fish must be 34 inches. Fish with
a “Bonus Tag” must be 28 Inches or longer
Fresh Water

The recent storms have made the Dela-
ware River and streams high and unfishable.
Fall Trout stocking starts mid October for
three weeks. The last stocking will consist
of about 1400 large breeders from 16 to 18
inches.

Obituaries
Ambrozy, Angelina M., 86, of

Sayreville died on Oct. 11.
Bellina, Gene, 53, of Parlin died on Oct.

3.
Bjelka, Martin P., 89, of Sayreville died

on Oct. 11.
Bosko, Blanche T. Zamorski, 88, of

Parlin died on Sept. 15.
Carman, Georgina K. Murphy, 70, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Oct. 9.
Condiracci, Sophie, 88, of South Amboy

died on Oct. 7.
Constantineau, Henry Hank, 74, for-

merly of Morgan died on Oct. 1.
Del Galdo, Irene, 78, of Parlin died on

Oct. 11.
Franey, Rosemary, 77, of Sayreville

died on Sept. 26.
Fraykor, Michael Sr., 48, formerly of

Sayreville died on Oct. 6.
Krawczyk, Edward J., 75, of Sayreville

died on Oct. 8.
Kreiger, John E., 88, formerly of South

Amboy died on Oct. 7.
Lockwood, Mary, 78, of Parlin died on

Sept. 25.
Marcinczyk, Edward J., 87, formerly of

Sayreville died on Aug. 31.
Mathisen, Mildred “Mitzie,” 77, of

Morgan died on Oct. 1.
McKeon, Walter E. Jr., 60, of Sayreville

died on Oct. 10.
Petner, Henry F., 70, formerly of

Sayreville died on Oct. 12.
Pietrulewicz, Janina, 77, formerly of

South Amboy died on Oct. 12.
Prusik, Matthew J. Sr., 73, of Morgan

died on Sept. 13.
Rolzhausen, Robert E. Sr., 70, formerly

of Parlin died on Oct. 2.
Simmons, Harvey, 78, of Sayreville

died on Oct. 1.
Skonieczny, Richard J., 70, of Sayreville

died on Sept. 29.
Spanton, Dr. John, 54, of Parlin died on

Oct. 10.
Stephanick, Edward R., 66, of South

Amboy died Oct. 5.
Turner, John A., “Jack,” 83, of South

Amboy died on Sept. 29.
Wingler, Minnie C., Slocum, 103, of

Sayreville died on Sept. 22.
Zammit, Salvatore, 87, of Parlin died

on Sept. 29.
Zonkowski, Sophie Siarniak, 87, of

Sayreville died on Sept. 26.
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Author’s Home-One of the top author’s in the world, Stephen King lives in this beautiful and
interesting house in Bangor, Maine.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Rudy Neumann Sr. (c), and sons Randy (l) and Rudy Jr. (r) hold up their fine catch after a
day of fluke fishing off the coast of Sandy Hook aboard Randy’s boat.  Randy is holding the
largest catch of the day, a 6-pounder.  The boys caught between 36-40 fluke and released
most of them.

Pictured is the monument that was recently dedicated in honor of Morgan-Parlin Panther Pop
Warner football coach, Greg Wasnak, who coached the team for 25 years, prior to his death
in January 2004.  Over 200 people turned out for the dedication at Waterfront Park, which
serves as the Panthers football and cheerleading field.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Bon Jovi’s New CD Rocks
By Tom Burkard

Bon Jovi is back, better than ever with
its latest 13-song CD, “Have A Nice Day.”
After making 20 years of super sounds, the
song-writing team of former Sayreville resi-
dent, Jon Bon Jovi, and Woodbridge’s Richie
Sambora, have worked their magic once
again on this interesting and outstanding
album.

Two songs have been getting local air-
play so far, the title cut, “Have A Nice Day,”
and “Who Says You Can’t Go Back Home.”
“Have A Nice Day” is a great rockin’ tune
that features Bon Jovi’s trademark harmonic
blend as well as the catchy line, “When the
world gets in my face, I say, have a nice
day.”  Possibly the most sing-a-long type
song on the CD is “Who Says You Can’t Go
Back Home.”  This is truly terrific, with
superb lyrics and just a great pop sound!  It’s
seems like a relflection of Bon Jovi’s tour-
ing for the past 20 years on the road of rock
‘n’ roll, and their yearning to go home.

“Last Man Standing” really rocks in
true Bon Jovi style, and is a tribute to Bob

Dylan.  “Bells of Freedom” is an acoustic
power ballad, calling for social justice, pos-
sibly inspired by Dylan.  “Welcome To
Wherever You Are” is a beautiful ballad
with equally fine music and lyrics.  “I Want
To Be Loved” has a hard edge, and is a
powerhouse anthem with sing-a-long po-
tential.  Other tunes include “Wild Flower,”
“Last Cigarette,” “I Am,” “Complicated,”
“Novocaine,” and “The Story of My Life.”
Jon also sings a duet with Jennifer Wells of
Sugarland on “Who Says You Can’t Go
Back Home.”  This is certainly an award-
winning performance.

All the songs are outstanding and
unique, with Top 10 potential.  Two songs
that should hit the #1 spot are “Have A Nice
Day,” and “Who Says You Can’t Go Back
Home.”  Bon Jovi and Sambora still have
what it takes to write exciting, fun to listen
to songs.  Don’t miss this CD!  It’s a perfect
10 on my hit list!

Prime Time TV-
1980
Wednesday Evenings 8:30-11 p.m.
ABC-Eight Is Enough; Taxi; Soap; Vegas.
CBS-Enos; CBS Wednesday Movie.
NBC-Real People; Different Strokes; Facts
Of Life; Quincy, M.E.

Battle Of The Bands
Results

1970’s-Our panel of experts chose their
favorite bands from last month’s entries:

1st-The Eagles; 2nd-Chicago; 3rd-The
Guess Who; 4th-The Steve Miller Band;
5th-The Jackson 5.

Contestants for the Oct. Battle Of The
Bands are from the 1980’s, and include:
Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers; Huey Lewis
& The News; The Police; New Kids On The
Block; ACDC.  *Results will be announced
in the Nov. 19 issue of The SA Times.

Old-Time Comedy
At Sayreville

The Sayreville Main Street Theatre
Company will feature “A Funny Thing Hap-
pened On The Way To The Forum” from
Nov. 11-19.  The play takes comedy back to
its roots, and is a real laugh-fest.  For tickets
and reservations, call 732-553-1153 or visit
www.smstc.org.  The Theatre Company is
now located at 3018 Bordentown Ave.,
Parlin, and co-located with Garden Friends
Day Care Center.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.
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360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

Soccer Risks
Research is inconclusive on whether

repeatedly bouncing a soccer ball off young
players’ heads can affect the child’s think-
ing ability.  Some studies have found that
players who suffer repeated blows to the
head can suffer impaired brain function years
later.  Players can also suffer head injuries
by running into other players or a goal post,
or striking their head on the ground in a fall.

Research indicates on crash test dum-
mies that the impact of a ball is powerful
enough to warrant head protection.  A study
published in the Journal of the American
Medical Association in 1999 reported that
amateur soccer players scored lower than
other amateur athletes on test of memory
and planning.  The researchers suspected
that repeated blows to the head might be the
reason.  Other studies in Europe found simi-
lar problems in elite players.  Researcher
Mariccaz Ziejewski of North Dakota State
University tested the impact of soccer balls
on crash test dummies heads, and used com-
puter modeling to estimate what those re-
sults could mean in terms of brain injury.
The balls struck the heads with 150-200
pounds of force, which Ziejewski consid-
ered to be less than those which can occur in
a goal.

In a properly headed ball, the forehead
takes the impact, and bent knees absorb
much of the force.  But in an improperly
headed ball by an inexperienced player,
who may be caught by surprise, movement
of the head creates rotational forces on the
brain.  Some of the impact would be suffi-
cient to create shearing stresses that could
stretch and deform brain tissue, if the ball is
not headed properly.  If you execute the
header properly, the effect on your brain is
most likely minimal, however, if you get hit
in the head and don’t expect it, it could be a
different story.

Even though there are few reported
cases of concussion, which itself is not al-
ways easy to identify on the field.  The
cumulative effect of repeated head trauma
could not be taken too lightly.

Cub Scout Sign-Up
Cub Scout Pack 391 is signing up new

scouts between 7-11 years of age.  For more
info, or to sign up a scout, please call Gloria
at 732-407-8254.

Old TV
Commercials/
Jingles

By Ed Puchalski
*2 Alka Seltzer tablets being dropped

into a glass of water: Plop plop, fizz fizz, oh
what a relief it is.  *Sherman Williams
covers the world (Sherman Williams paints).
*Don’t squeeze the Charmin (Charmin bath
tissues).  *For the skin you love to touch
(Woodbury bath soap).  *Who’s that behind
those Foster Grants?  The sunglasses of stars
(Foster Grant sunglasses).  *Isn’t it silly, not
to use Philly?  (Philadelphia cream cheese).
*They bring home the taste of America!
(Seabrook Farms frozen vegetables).

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

Girls Scouts
Membership Drive

Sayreville-South Amboy Girl Scouts
Membership Drive is currently underway,
and open to all Sayreville and South Amboy
girls.  All Girl Scout levels are being re-
cruited: Daisy (Kindergarten), Brownie
(grades 1-3), Junior (grades 4-6), Cadette
(grades 7-9), and Senior (grades 10-12).
Adult Volunteers are also needed!  For more
info call 732-727-5243.
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George Selover

John “Bing” Miller

Star Athletes Recall 1930’s, 1940’s, And More. . .
Photos and Feature By Tom Burkard

George “Goldie” Selover, John “Bing”
Miller, and John Wojcik were star athletes
in the local high schools back in the 1930’s
and 1940’s, and went on to

compete in the senior men’s leagues,
with Wojcik playing professional baseball.

Selover was Hoffman High’s superstar
shortstop during his senior year in ’37.  The
club had a rough year, finishing (4-8), but
Selover excelled, leading the team with a
scorching .406 batting average, quite a feat
considering the team average was only .246.
He was also second in runs (9) and hits (15).
Selover also played varsity basketball for
the Guvs.

He recalled playing baseball at “Tigers
Field and batting down from the corner.
There was an apple orchard down at the
bottom of the hill, and we batted up towards
Feltus St.”

His most memorable game was when “I
went swimming in the morning and had a
terrible sunburn.  We were playing at
Matawan, and I couldn’t put my uniform on,
it bothered my neck.  The coach said I
couldn’t play without the Hoffman shirt, so
I said, I’ll have to sit out because it rubs my
neck.  When it was time to go onto the field,
the coach said, ‘go ahead, get out there,’ so
I played without the team shirt, just wearing
my sweatshirt.”

George noted that Keyport was their
“big rival, and we never played St. Mary’s.”

During World War II, he enlisted in the
U.S. Army with other locals including Frank
Burkard, Bucky Post and Freddie Dieker.

After the military, he went on to play for
the Pennsylvania Railroad basketball team
in the Industrial League, and also played in
the South Amboy Men’s City League.  “On
our team was Johnny Zdanewicz, Ted
Winnegar, Allan Hoffman and Jimmy
Dobrzynski.  A fist fight broke that league
up,” he stated.

Selover  proudly tells that his grandfa-
ther, George W. Crawford fought in the
Civil War with the 28th Infantry Company

B of New Jersey.  He also has a copy of a
letter from the battlefield, which reads, “I
saw old Abe today, and he looked as poor as
Job’s turkey.”

George is 85 years old, and retired from
Conrail after 41 years

John “Bing” Miller starred for St.
Mary’s ’42 state championship basketball
team.   He was also a talented first baseman/
pitcher in baseball, and received the nick-
name “Bing” when he met St. Mary’s pas-
tor, Father Foley, who said that, ‘I hear you
play first base, and the Philadelphia Athlet-
ics have a first baseman named “Bing”
Miller.’

Miller said that “Father Foley started
this, and brought it back to school, and it
stuck for the rest of my days.”  Miller, as a
left-hander, was a rare commodity in base-
ball back then, and was a pretty good pitcher.
“I never thought I’d be a pitcher,” he said.

“Bing” was two years behind the great
Allie Clark, but played baseball and basket-
ball with him at St. Mary’s. “He could hit
that apple with a lot of power and get his 2
or 3 hits a game.  He was great.  I had a
chance to follow him a bit when he was with
the Newark Bears.  Somebody gave us a ride
everyday to go up and watch him play,” said
Miller.  He also said that Clark was “Real
good in basketball.  He was a good rebounder,
and could jump. He’d score very well.”

Miller felt that St. Peter’s was the tough-
est opponent in basketball for the Eagles.
“They usually beat us.  In my junior year, we
split, and in senior year, we defeated them 4
times, home, away, and in the county and
state tournaments.  John Norek beat them
twice in one week with the game winner.  He
shot from outside the foul line.”

He recalled playing in the City Baseball

John Wojcik

League after getting out of high school, “We
played for Nebus Tavern, and a few of us
broke away.  Bill Fleming and I went to
Brennan’s, to play for Joe Charmello, who
was the manager.”  “Bing” said that after
returning from the service, “I recall running
a raffle so we could get balls and bats.”  As
a youngster, Lou Gehrig was his hero.  “He
was the greatest guy to come down the pike,
an idol to imitate,” said Miller.

“Bing’s” most memorable high school
game was when Bob “Roger” McGowan
drove to pick up Tommy Bockus at
Keansburg, because he missed the bus, and
along with Miller, went to New Brunswick,

where Miller notched the victory over nem-
esis St. Peter’s in front of his aunts and
uncles.  He also said that “The Hoffman
games were always tough.”

Today, John “Bing” Miller, 81, is re-
tired from U.S. Steel after 30 years service,
and enjoys rooting for the Florida Marlins.
“I’m anti-Yankee. They always had the
money to bring in the big players,” he said.

John Wojcik was a 3-sport star at
Sayreville High School, and made All-State
in ’46 as an outstanding pitcher.  “Our base-
ball team had to play its home games on 6
different fields in the Borough,” he said.   He

continued on page 21
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Bereavement Group
Forming

Church of the Sacred Heart of South
Amboy will be offering a program for those
who have experienced the loss of a loved
one.  Bereavement facilitators will assist
you through your “Journey Through Grief”
beginning Nov. 16-Dec. 21 at 8 p.m. in the
Sacred Heart Parish House.  The 6-week
program covers different aspects of grief
and ways to deal with grief, particularly
during the holidays and difficult periods.
Anyone wishing to share and discuss their
loss and associated feelings and difficulties,
as well as “listeners” who may not be ready
to share their story, but who may receive
assistance from listening to others.  The
journey through grief is not easy, but we can
receive comfort by taking the journey to-
gether!  For more info or to be a part of this
6-week program, please call Linda Whalen
at 732-553-0166.

Fire Prevention
Presentation

By Jennifer Bell
On Friday, October 7th at 6:30 p.m.

Sayreville’s 2nd Annual Fire prevention
Demonstration was launched.

Unfortunately, as a result of unfavor-
able weather, the demonstration was moved
from its original location of the Sayreville
War Memorial High School to the President
Park Fire house.

Notwithstanding the unpleasant
weather, many residents of all ages were in
attendance.

Participating in the event were:  The
Middlesex County Office of Emergency
Management who displayed their mobile
communications center, South River Fire
Department and the children’s favorite
“Freddie” also exhibiting a Ladder Truck
and an Engine, New Brunswick Fire Inspec-
tor Frank Abatte along with “Torch” a well
trained arson dog who demonstrated locat-
ing accelerants, Madison Park Fire Depart-
ment put on view their Rescue Pumper, East
Brunswick District 1 displaying a Heavy
Rescue Unit, Perth Amboy Fire Department
exhibiting a rescue truck, WHS Outfitters
(Fire extinguisher technician) was on hand
to conduct a Fire Extinguisher Demonstra-
tion for adults, however due to the wind and
rain that portion of the evening was can-
celled.  We would still like to thank Walt
Schesko for his efforts.  Middlesex County
Fire Academy operated a smoke house.
Sayreville Fire Department also operated a
smoke house and a mock Extrication was
conducted by Melrose Hose Company with
the assistance of both Sayreville and Mor-
gan Emergency Squads.  Refreshments were
served by The Morgan Fire Department’s
Ladies Auxiliary.

Although towards the start of the pre-
sentation many spirits may have appeared
dampened, the residents of Sayreville con-
tinued to arrive showing both interest and
support for Sayreville Fire Prevention.

The Fire Prevention Committee con-
sisting of: Chief Robert Lasko, Charles
Boyko, Tom Alfrey, Tony Jackowski, Kevin
Krushinski, Pete Martin, Bryan Young,
Kevin Ott, Arnold Springvold, Dave Voight
and Tim Hartigan coordinated a successful
demonstration despite the weathers interfer-
ence.

The Sayreville Fire Department would
like to thank all those who donated towards
this worthy event.

Halloween Tricky
Tray

St. Stan’s Athletic Association will hold
its Annual Children’s Halloween Tricky
Tray on Saturday, Oct. 29th in the St. Stan’s
School Auditorium, 221 MacArthur Ave.,
Sayreville.  Doors open at 12:00pm, Cos-
tume parade at 1:30pm, Drawings begin at 2
pm.  Admission $ 2.00.  MANY GREAT
PRIZES including Bikes, Karaoke, DVD
Player, Sports items.  Kitchen will be open.
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Sayreville Day-Again, A Success
By Clem Skarzynski

Sunday, Sept. 25th saw an overflow of
crowds at the Borough’s Annual Commu-
nity Unity Day, held on the grounds of the
Sayreville War Memorial High School.
Chairperson Patti Burch, who veteran orga-
nizer and fellow committee person, Teri
Yetsko said “Did an over the top job of
putting this day together.”  Along with co-
chiar, Doug Cowan, who also displayed his
organizational skills once again-pulled off
an exceptional job of bringing the Borough’s
residents together.  Opening

ceremonies were highlighted by the
talented voice of Ms. Maggie Bera singing
“The Star Spangled Banner” and “God Bless
America,” with Mayor Kennedy O’Brien
and Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
thanking the entire committee for their time
and efforts.  Local DJ Phil Rainone of R &
R Music supplied the music and announce-
ments, while other organizations filled the
lot and gave demonstrations on the main
stage.

Local authors, Lea Bayers Rapp, Jerry

Smith, Daniel Gary Holderman, and Tom
Burkard were also on hand with their latest
books and to talk with the crowds.

Many thanks go out to the Sayreville
Day 2005 Committee members: Barbara
Anderson, Peter Anderson, Elyse Barone,
Edwin Burch, Andree Cowan, Kathy
Makowski, Stella Misiewicz, Madeline
Suchowiecki, Kevyn Zurawski, and Linda
Zurawski. . .Great job guys, and again, thanks
for a great day!

OLV Alumni
Reunion

Our Lady of Victories School in
Sayreville is having an alumni reunion on
Friday, Nov. 4 from 7-11 p.m. in Msgr.
Dalton Hall.  The reunion is open to all
alumni.  Cost is $35 per person, and must be
purchased in advance.  Spouses and guests
are welcome.  Buffet dinner, beer/wine/
soda, dessert, and entertainment by a DJ are
all included in the price.  If you are inter-
ested in attending, want more info or would
like to be added to the alumni mailing
listing, please contact Pam (Newton)
Lubeski at 732-721-2335 or e-mail
plubesk@mail.com.  Tickets will be sold
after all Masses through Oct. 23.  You can
also purchase tickets at the Parish Office
during regular business hours, Mon.-Fri.
from 9 a.m. to noon, and 1-5 p.m.

Lejewski Chosen
Rosarian of the Year

Bernadine Lajewski was selected as
“Rosarian of the Year” by The Rosary Altar
Society of St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish in
Sayreville.  She was recently honored at the
Society’s 24th annual communion break-
fast.  Congratulations, Bernadine!

Local author Chelle Martin’s mystery story,
“A Dark and Stormy Night for Murder”, was
chosen as a selection for the US1 Summer
Fiction Issue. The story deals with a mystery
fan who buys her favorite author’s latest
book only to find a cryptic note tucked inside.
Is it a coincidence or is someone stalking
her?
Chelle was inspired to write the story after
finding a note in a book she purchased at a
used book store.



16   October 22, 2005 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Pictured is a young and talented group of local guitar players, who receive instructions from
teacher Brian O’Connor.  Taking a break from their first jam session are (l-r) Carlos
Domingues, Frank Levering, Instructor Brian O’Connor, Alex Major, Chris Schaaf, Joe
O’Brien.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Learning From The Best
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy’s music extraordinaire,
Brian O’Connor has been a professional
guitar instructor for a long time, but before
that, had embarked on a highly successful
career in music, performing at all types of
formal affairs, and even Atlantic City.  He
also cut two superb records containing songs
he had written.

I was recently invited to listen to five of
his many students, who were jamming for
the first time with other musicians.  “By
doing this, they get a feel of how a real band
rehearses,” said O’Connor.  Most of the
students are freshmen and sophomores and
attend different schools in the area.  The
teenagers have been taking weekly instruc-
tions from O’Connor for a year or two, and
were all beginners when they started.  They
are far from novice guitar players now.

After hearing them perform outstanding
versions of classics like “I Saw Her Stand-
ing There,” “Brown-Eyed Girl,” “Evil Ways”
and “Walk Don’t Run,” I was really im-
pressed!  They sounded like a tight unit, and
they had been together as a group for a long
time, instead of this initial rehearsal.  Brian
is certainly as fine a guitar instructor as he is
a professional entertainer.  He said that,
“They’ve all progressed very well.  I think a
few may have a future in the music business,
and others are playing for their own enjoy-
ment.  I tell them that music will stay with
them forever.  They can play guitar forever.”
He teaches children of all ages, and if you’re
interested in learning guitar, call Brian
O’Connor at 732-721-9093, and be sure to
see his ad each month in The SA Times on
page 10.

Local DJ’s Spotlight:
Phil Rainone at R & R Music

By Clem Skarzynski

Around 1981, when punk rock was
exploding on the FM airwaves, local music
lover (and I must say, very knowledgeable
music critic), Phil Rainone and his good
friend, Gary Rojek of South Amboy decided
to get into the expanding DJ biz, and it just
took off from there.  “The love of music and
the crowds has always been my reason to
DJ,” states Phil, who also writes music re-
views for The SA Times and Jersey Beat
Magazine.

Phil and Gary began spinning the wax
at the now defunct Regal Beagle in South
Amboy for $50 a night, and branched out to
weddings, parties, and whatever came along.
Phil likes the challenge of doing the “private
gigs, because you never know what people
are going to request.”  Phil and Gary stayed
with 45’s and LP’s for years after the CD
became popular.  Now, Phil exclusively
uses CD’s either pre-recorded or has his
own CD’s burned.  “I loved spinning the
discs, and Gary had the gift of working the
crowds,” he said.

The best gig, he said was “Doing Broad-
way Central in town, a great place to work.
But really, they’re all fun!”  And the #1
crowd pleaser after all these years?  “Build
Me Up, Buttercup” by The Foundations.

#1 Pop Hits On Oct.
22
1992-End Of The Road-Boys II Men
1983-Total Eclipse Of The Heart-Bonnie
Tyler
1977-You Light Up My Life-Debbie Boone
1962-Monster Mash-Bobby “Boris” Pickett
1954-Hey, There
1946-Five Minutes More
1937-That Old Feeling

New Music
by Phil Rainone

R & R Music DJ’s 732-316-9447

Jimi Hendrix Live at Woodstock 2
DVD’s/ Smash Hits CD Universal

Finally, after 36 years, this is THE
DEFINITIVE COLLECTION of Hendrix’s
closing performance at Woodstock in ‘69.
Every song from his (and The Band of
Gypsy’s), set including red hot jams like
Red House, and Voodoo Child.  Besides the
startling version of The Star Spangled Ban-
ner, which bumps and grinds it’s way into
the mind-blowing Purple Haze, is The Road
to Woodstock, a new documentary featur-
ing interviews with band members,
Hendrix’s press conference, and collectibles
like Jimi’s poem about the festival, “500,000

Halos.”  Tickets for the festival were $6.00
per day, or $10.00 for the 3 days.  The Smash
Hits are just that.  Twelve songs that are
barrage of fiery rock & roll that you know by
heart.  Hey Joe and the wicked cover of
Dylan’s All Along the Watchtower, are great!

Smashmouth All Star Smash Hits CD/
DVD Universal

Smashmouth is the link between pop
and alternative music!  Hits like “All Star,”
“Walkin’ on the Sun,” etc., with their pulsat-
ing organ driven rhythms are memorable,
sing along tunes.  The DVD is cooly cre-
ative, showing five of the bands ground
breaking videos.  The cover of the Beatles,
“Getting Better,” ends the CD bringing a
continuous smile through the whole CD &
DVD!  The ska punk garage vibe is alive in
“I’m Believer,” from Shrek and “Walking
on the Sun.”

Les Paul & Friends EMI
This is a well deserved love fest of

musical diversities.  Les Paul invented the
solid body guitar, multi-tracking tape re-
cording, etc., here in New Jersey.  Best here
is Joss Stone’s “Love Sneakin’ Up On You.”
Les plays on all songs and “Somebody Ease
My Troublin’ Mind,” with Clapton.  There’s
a gazillion artists including Richie Sambora,
Keith Richards, and Sam Cooke.  Some
great one of a kind duos!

#1 Country Hits On
Oct. 22
1995-She’s Every Woman-Garth Brooks
1989-Living Proof-Ricky Van Shelton
1971-How Can I Unlove You-Lynn Ander-
son
1966-Open Up Your Heart-Buck Owens
1953-I Forgot More Than You’ll Ever
Know-The Davis Sisters
1947-Smoke!  Smoke!  Smoke!-Tex Will-
iams

Phil Rainone
(Photo By Tom Burkard)

With spring and Christmas being the busi-
est, Phil continues to please the crowds
since 1981, and can be reached at 732-316-
9447.  And, look for Phil’s monthly music
review right here in The SA Times!
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School Sports
(As of Oct. 9)

By Tom Burkard

The South Amboy High School Boys Soccer Team pose with the South Amboy Cup after
defeating Cardinal McCarrick (3-2) in overtime. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Football
Sayreville (2-2) After a slow start,

Coach George Najjar’s Bombers have be-
come one of the hottest clubs in the county.
Shaune Thomas leads the offense, and gets
plenty of help from Mike Velardi, quarter-
back Mark Margres, Bobby Woods, who is
a kicker deluxe with 3 field goals so far,
Jose Rivera, and Clarke.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-4) Jordan
Manley and Mike Domenichetti have the
only TD’s for the Eagles.
Boys Soccer

Sayreville (7-2-1) The Blue & Gray are
one of the top clubs in Middlesex County
thanks to Lamin Sidibeh, Chris Cesare,
Alfredo Prados, Kevin Black, Mike Cuozo,
Colly Muwalo and super goalie, Larry
Pokrywa who has 3 shutouts this season.

South Amboy (5-5) Tom Szatkowski
has been phenomenal for Coach Tony
Gonsalves dedicated club.  Also contribut-
ing big time are Diego Cuello, Ryan Miller,
Mike Eib, Kyle McCarthy and Zvirbilis.

Cardinal McCarrick (4-4) Conrad
Symber, last year’s county scoring cham-
pion is still the big gun for the Eagles, and
gets help from Miguel Ferriera, Jarad Jirak,
Robert Kilduff and Igerbase.
Girls Soccer

Sayreville (8-1) Coach Steve Fischer’s
talented club is once again one of the finest
in the county.  Erin Dusko and Caileigh
Giovenco are the top offensive players, and
also get lots of help scoring from Megan
Miller, Lauren Bednarz, Heather Roy,
Nicole Christensen, Lynn Mayer, and
Sidibeh.  Jessica DaRold is a standout goal-
keeper who has notched 7 shutouts.

Cardinal McCarrick (7-2)  The Lady
Eagles are a talented crew that gets plenty
of scoring from Sonia Lucas, Ashley
Malone, Danielle Lapolla, Sandra Black,
freshmen Allison Skwiat and Jaci Chartier,
Brooke Bioholowski, Ashley Wetzel, Anne
Tricolis.  Coach Jeff Sprague’s team has
one of the top goalies in the county, Karen
Guszkowski who has 4 shutouts.

South Amboy (1-6) This young team is
led by sophs Katey Charmello and Lynn

Bloodgood.  Also providing scoring spark
for rookie coach Ken Blekeski’s club is
freshman Casey Jukus, Kayla Laratta,
Kaleigh DeLucca.
Boys Cross Country

Cardinal McCarrick (3-3) Top runners
for Coach Ed Twomey’s team are Mike
Costello, Matt Wiater, Rob Geant, Matt
Boehler.

Sayreville (1-2) Setting the pace for the
Bombers are Aaron Ampaabeng, John Vedia
and Danny Giovenco.

South Amboy (1-4) Kyle Dabkowski is
the top runner, and followed by Matt Rich-
mond, Johnny Winkler, Kyle Septor, Eric
Barchowski.
Girls Cross Country

South Amboy (2-2) Top runners for
Coach Fred Henry’s Lady Guvs in no par-
ticular order are Lauren Drennan, Caitlyn
Winkler, Myra Dabkowski, Ali Anderson,
Kelsey Anderson.

Sayreville (1-1) Top runners for the
Bombers are Heather Miara, Rebecca
Serrano, Erin Fitzgibbons, Josey Rivera,
and Melissa Gulyas.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-3) Jessica Costa
appears to be the top runner, followed by
Chelsea Marsh, Cindy Martin, Crissy Keir,
Begreen.
Girls Tennis

Sayreville (3-8) Best players are:
Singles-Clemjis Viernes; Karen
Ranaivohajarivony; Jane Viernes.  Doubles-
Amanda Wenzel & Ashley Kotarski.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-6) Top perform-
ers in Singles are Amy Pacansky, Megan
Andreuzzi, and Tina Vazquez.  Doubles-
Ann Skorupski & Leann Young.

South Amboy (0-9)
The doubles team of Celeste Bartlett &

Elisha Buncer have the won the only match
for Coach Rich Gore’s Lady Guvs.
Field Hockey

Sayreville (8-3) Coach Lynn Taylor
has the Bombers near the top in the county
again this season.  She gets balanced scoring
from Loriann Miklaszewski, Erica Latz,
Megan Mazur and Senyah.

Recently, the Sayreville Lady Bombers
soccer team worked all day from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., washing, scrubbing, drying and smil-
ing at their recent car wash to aid the victims
of Hurricane Katrina.  The energetic and
helpful youngsters raised a whopping $2,350
for the victims!

Normally, the money raised at the car
wash goes to the end of season banquet for
the SWMHS teams, but this year, the girls
decided that other people needed the funds
more than they did!  They are presently
trying to determine if they can donate their
earnings to the families who are in route
from the Gulf Coast to the Perth Amboy
Delaney Homes Complex.

Another bright part of the Lady Bomb-
ers’ day was that the winner of the 50/50
raffle, Nancy Penland donated ALL of her

McCarrick Sweeps
South Amboy

Cardinal McCarrick’s girls soccer club
swept the City Series from South Amboy, 3-
0.  In the Mayor’s Cup contest, Sonia Lucas
blasted in 2 goals, and Ashley Wetzel 1.
Goalkeeper, Karen Guszkowski notched the
shutout by stopping 5 Lady Governors shots.

Bombers Top
McCarrick

The Sayreville Bombers girls tennis
team throttled Cardinal McCarrick, 4-1.  In
Singles, Clemjis Viernes beat Amy
Pacansky, 7-6 (7-1), 6-3; Karen
Ranaivohajarivony shutout Tina Vazques,
6-0, 6-0; Jane Viernes shutout Jessica Nagy,
6-0, 6-0.  In Doubles, McCarrick’s team
Megan Andreuzzi-Michelle Alphe won a
hard fought match over Ann Skorupski-
Leann Young, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1; Bombers’
Amanda Wenzel-Ashley Kotarski defeated
Laura Panepinto-Colleen Pryor, 6-2, 5-7, 6-
4.

Guvs Win Mayor’s
Cup

Tom Szatkowski headed in the game-
winner, two minutes into overtime to lead
Coach Tony Gonsalves’ fired-up South
Amboy Governors to a 3-2 upset over Car-
dinal McCarrick in the annual Mayor’s Cup
soccer match.

Szatkowski’s big goal came off an as-
sist from Mike Eib, and was his second of
the match.  Eib also added a goal for the
winners.  Conrad Symber and Jared Jirak
found net for the Eagles.

The College Sports
Scene

Fairleigh Dickinson University sopho-
more goalie, Melissa Braun has excelled
this season.  The Sayreville

War Memorial HS graduate has notched
an impressive 1.40 goals against avg.  In 11
games, she has allowed only 14 goals for the
(7-4) Devils team. . Darren Sinclair, another
Sayreville graduate has been superb as
cornerback of the Temple Owls football
team.  He played his first two years of
college ball at Widener before transferring
to the Division I school. . .Another former
Sayreville Bomber, Brandon Hoyte, has been
outstanding as the linebacker of national
powerhouse Notre Dame.  The co-captain
has been a standout in the classroom as well
as on the gridiron, and will certainly be
selected in the NFL draft next year. . .Ex-
Sayreville star, Dan Huff has been playing
super ball at FDU as its quarterback. . .

Pop Warner
Football

Panther Midgets Win Trophy
In a game dedicated to Greg Wasnak,

former midget head coach, who passed away
in 2004, the Morgan-Parlin Panthers Midg-
ets captured the Mayor’s Trophy by beating
the Sayreville Leprechauns, 19-0.

Jeffrey Paez and Christopher Pearson
had an interception and touchdown apiece,
and Kyle Seery also scored a TD.  Paul
Hobbs notched the extra points.  Vincent
Ford also contributed an interception.

winnings back to the fund, even though she
said she “never wins anything” and was
shocked to receive the call!  There are lots of
good people around, aren’t there?

Lady Bombers Raise $2,350

Leprechauns Win
Mayor’s Trophy

The Sayreville Leprechauns Junior Pee
Wees team defeated the Morgan-Parlin Pan-
thers, 26-7 to cop the Mayor’s Trophy.
Zavonne Perkinson was outstanding, as he
raced for three touchdowns of 44, 55, and 37
yards to lead the way.  Nick Morton also
broke loose for a 20-yd. TD run.  Other
Leprechauns lauded for their fine play were:
Anthony Pestonit, Jeff Marchesi, D.J. Miller,
Sean O’Grady, Sam Perez, Deion Miller.,
and Cliff O’Brien.
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Glory Days In
Local Sports

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE
By Tom Burkard

50th Anniversary

1955-50 years ago, Our Lady of Victories’ boys 8th grade basketball finished an amazing
undefeated (13-0) season under Coach John Wojcik.  They captured the New Brunswick
League, the Tri-County Catholic Grammar School Invitation Tournament title, and also the
Trenton Diocesan State C.Y.O. championship.
Pictured are Top row (l-r) Coach John Wojcik, Tom Michaels, Bruce Cwalina, John Stanik,
Dan Bailey.  Middle row (l-r) Alan Karcher, Rich Dembey, Joe Poplowski, Charlie Skwira.
Kneeling (l-r) George Bucko, Larry Scully.  (Photo courtesy of John Wojcik).

1951-Hoffman blasted pre-
viously unbeaten Point Pleasant,
61-42.  Charlie Koerner paved the
way with 23 points, Marvin Wood
22, and John Ciol 11. . .1964-

Sayreville’s football club won
its “Homecoming” game by
stopping rival, South River, 13-

6.  Stan “Buffer” Miara scored both TD’s on
runs of 1 and 2 yards to thrill a crowd of over
3,000. . .

1970-Perth Amboy St. Mary’s nipped
the St. Mary’s Eagles, 58-55 in the basket-
ball season opener.  George Krzyzanowski
pumped in 19 points and grabbed 18 re-
bounds, and John Kugel popped in 14 tal-
lies. . .1985-Sayreville lefty, Chuck Frobosilo
fired a brilliant no-hitter, as the Bombers
beat East Brunswick Tech 8-0. . .1996-St.
Mary’s girls softball squad nipped Keyport,
5-4 for its 9th consecutive win for Coach
Bill Garnett.  Molly McCreary was the win-
ning pitcher.   Alyson Baumgartner and
Jackie Demeraski went 2-for-3, while Tracy
McCurdy belted a single and double. . .2001-
South Amboy’s girls soccer club routed
New Brunswick, 7-1.  Regan Rone and
Kiersten McCarthy netted 2 goals apiece,
while Lindsey Haug, Melissa Poulsen and
Heather Letts all scored one goal. . .

Year-1960
Sport-Baseball
Teams-St. Mary’s vs. Hoffman in the

City Series
Recap-Jim Reick hammered an RBI

single in the 4th inning for the Guvs, and
John Jarusiewicz’ RBI single in the 5th gave
Hoffman a 4-0 bulge.  The Eagles bounced
back in the 6th on RBI singles by Charlie
Schachel  and Jack Seaman, to cut the lead
to 4-2.  In the top of the 7th, Frank Ruszala
hit an RBI single, and Lou Nanna added a
sacrifice fly to tie the game at 4-4.  This set
the stage for the game winning heroics of
Bob Graber, who blasted a 2-run double to
give the Saints a thrilling 6-4 victory over
the Purple & Gold.  Winning pitcher Jack
Seaman struck out 9.

MVP’s-Jack Seaman and Bob Graber.

Columbus Day
Classic
1967-Hoffman-St. Mary’s

St. Mary’s and Hoffman did not have
official football teams, but in the Annual
Columbus Day Football Classic, the Guvs
easily handled the Eagles, 34-22.

Billy Clayton got the Purple & Gold
show on the road by racing for a 10-yd. TD,
and also a 2-point conversion to make it 8-0,
Hoffman.  Quarterback, Curt Wood then
fired a 48-yd. TD scoring strike to Bob
Keegan, and Clayton converted to put the
Guvs ahead 16-0.  Clayton scored another
touchdown, and the John Streeters now led
22-0.  The strong-armed Wood fired another
long touchdown strike to Keegan, giving the
Guvs a 28-0 spread.  Wood zipped a TD
strike to Clayton for Hoffman’s final score.
Clayton’s memorable performance, possi-
bly the greatest offensive output in “Clas-
sic” history with 22 points, equaled the
Eagles’ team total.

Danny Hansell scored all three of the
Saints’ TD’s, two on beautiful passes from
quarterback Kevin Crowley, and another on
an interception.

Diamond Dust
1964-South Amboy Babe Ruth League-

Mechnicsville Fire Co. 2 Oak View Nursing
Home 0.  Tom “Red” Kelly fired the shut-
out, and Billy Clayton drilled 2 singles.

1965-SA Little Fellas League-First Aid
11 Lions Club 0.  George Krzyzanowski
fired a 0-hitter and struck out 15, and Ray
Downs laced 3 hits for FA.

1971-SA Little Fellas-K of C 14 Enter-
prise 5.  Winning pitcher John Connors
blasted a 2-run homer.

1974 SA Midget League-Yanks 12 Pi-
rates 2.  Rob Nebus and Tom Noble com-
bined for the win.

1978-SA Babe Ruth League-Mario’s
Sub Shop 8 Komars 3 (9 innings).  Winning
pitcher John Inman fired a 3-hitter, struck
out 9, and was 4-for-4 at the plate with 3
RBI.

1998-Senior League-Sayreville 6
Colonia 3.  Tony Osmond had 2 singles and
an RBI, Billy Puchik stroked a 2-run single,
and

Sean Sanders was the winning pitcher.

30 Years Ago. . .
1975-Protection downed First Aid, 9-7

on Opening Day of the South Amboy Little
Fellas League.  Tom Mulligan blasted the
first home run of the year for the Firemen,
and Tim Bloodgood ripped 4 hits for the
Aiders. . .

65 Years Ago. . .
1940-Hoffman captured the Shore Con-

ference basketball title by nipping
Manasquan, 33-31.  Chet Ewtushek’s pop-
shot midway through the 4th quarter won it.
Karl Marks, Wally Wood, and Hess scored
7 points apiece to lead the way.  The starting
five for the Governors was: Fred Henry,
Ernie Read, Marks, Andy Dobrzynski and
Chet Sprague. . .

Ust Stars In World
Cup Play

Brant Ust, son of former South Amboy
resident, Paul Ust, and nephew of Al Ust
starred for Team USA in the 2005 IBAF
XXXVI World Cup baseball competition
recently.

Ust, a professional baseball player with
Wilmington, A-ball team, ripped two hits
against a powerful Cuba club in an 11-3 loss.
Brant was an All-American baseball selec-
tion while in college at Notre Dame, and has
been in pro ball for a few years.  Congratu-
lations!

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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LETTERS

Sciortino’s at Harbor Lights Restaurant in South Amboy donated two complimentary dinners
to the SA Times “Name The Deer” contest winner.  Pictured (l-r) contest winner, Christine
Brinkerhoff, Owners Lou Seminski, and Mary Seminski.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

”Scooter” has been the big news at Waterfront Park in 2005.  (Photo By Brian Stratton)

The Waterfront Park’s resident deer
has at long-last been named in The SA
Times “Name The Deer Contest.”  Now,
when you’re at the park, you can call the
young buck, “Scooter,” as that name, which
was submitted by Chris Brinkerhoff of South
Amboy was the winner over name “Amboy,”
which was entered by Linda Jane Henry and
also Alysha Wisenfelder.

The final voting percentages were:
Scooter-63.3 and Amboy 36.7.

Brinkerhoff said that she named the
deer “Scooter” because “He follows my
kids around when they ride their scooters at
the park.”

Christine, 39, of South Amboy said
that, “We saw him for the first time around

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is my check for the subscrip-

tion.  Keep up the good work with the
newspaper!  As I don’t have many relatives
left in the area, it’s my lifeline to South
Amboy and the “good ol’ days!”

Take Care,
Mary Snover
Parlin

Dear Tom,
It’s that time again.  Where did that year

go?  Enclosed you’ll find my check for the
subscription.  Love the paper!  You do a
great job!  I’m sure no one realizes the time
and effort you put into the making of the
newspaper.  (I do.)

Each issue is eagerly awaited and en-
joyed.  Always find a nice surprise or two-
like the “Olin” article-Bob is a great friend.
Also pictures of “Mickey” Scupp who is
also a great friend.

Rose Mosakowski
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Florida

Hi Tom,
I didn’t expect to see you at the ’49 and

’50 Class Reunion.  I don’t recall you gradu-
ating with us.  (I didn’t.  It was ’69).  There
were people there that I haven’t seen in 55
years, so it was great to hear where everyone
ended up.  Most of the guys went into the
military because Uncle Sam was right after
us.  We were all signed up before we even
graduated.

Take Care Tom,
Jim O’Connell
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Virginia

Dear Tom,
I loved the article by Elaine Scott re-

garding the “Minnie Ditch” and roller skates
with “keys.”

Norine Croddick Switzer
Sayreville

Dear Tom,
Thank you for publishing The SA

Times!  It really is priceless!  Please renew
my subscription for another year.

Mary Wilson
Parlin

Dear Editor,
Receiving The SA Times is the high-

light of each month!  Bless you!
Audrey Conroy
(Formerly of South Amboy)
New York

Dear Tom Burkard,
I want you to know that I was Jack

McKeon’s teacher in Grade 6 at St. Mary’s
Grammar School, and I am now very proud
of him for being Grade 1!

My name at that time was Sister Mary
Ambrose, but since 1965, I am better known
as Sister Frances Hewitt, a Sister of Mercy.

Would you please extend my congratu-
lations, prayers and best wishes to Jack!

Sincerely,
Sister Frances Hewitt
Atlantic City, N.J.

Dear Tom,
I just finished watching the (Marlins)

last game, and thank St. Theresa for the win!
When asked by the announcer what Jack
McKeon could tell the fans for the future, he
just said, “I am going to miss them.  Then he
said “You got the answer!

Jack was a lot of class for this area
(Florida) and not since the days of Don
Shula has someone been so well liked.  What
a credit to him and his family!  It also shows
the good stock that comes out of South
Amboy.

All The Best,
Don Pekarsky
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Florida

“Scooter” Is The Winner
April.  I walk nearly everyday at the park and
always check for him.”  She also gave us a
report on the deer’s questionable health, and
said that, “He gained a lot of weight and lost
the velvet on his antlers.  Overall, he looks
healthier,” she stated.

An ’84 Sayreville War Memorial HS
grad, then known as Christine Waskis, she
says that “Scooter inspired me to get healthy,
and walk at Waterfront Park almost every-
day.”  “Scooter” is a joy and delight, as well
as an inspiration to many locals who fre-
quent the park.

Congratulations to all who entered
names and voted.  You certainly showed
your love for local wildlife!
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It’s In The SA Times!  The Borough of Sayreville’s governing body proudly shows their
latest copies of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times newspaper, which they received at
Sayreville Day.  Pictured (l-r) Councilman Dan Buchanan, Councilman Dennis Grobelny,
Councilman Tom Pollando, Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, Councilman Frank Makransky,
Councilman John Melillo.  Missing from photo Councilman Stanley Drwal.   The Times has
been recently expanding its coverage throughout all of Sayreville, and will continue to do so.
(Photo By Tom Burkard)

WWW.?

Candidates To
Debate On WABC

Candidates for Governor, Libertarian
Jeffrey Pawlowski of Sayreville,  and Inde-
pendent Hector Castillo will debate on NJN
TV on October 23rd at noon.

WWW.? Winners
Response, as usual has been over-

whelming to The SA Times WWW.? fea-
ture, and most answers were right on the
money.

The correct answer to September’s
WWW.? was the Sayreville Fireman’s
Monument on the corner of MacArthur
Ave. & Main St. in Sayreville.

Eileen Downs Giovenco of Sayreville
said, “I used to play there daily as a child,
while my dad was at the firehouse.”

Frank Terzino Sr. of Sayreville re-
called, “As youngsters in the 1960’s, we
used to walk around town and stop there
often to admire that monument, and the
huge fireman in stone.  With the new land-
scaping, it’s an awesome landmark to thank
the men and women who serve our town
unselfishly.”

Winners were: Ex-Chief Ken
Revolinsky, Frank Terzino Sr., Jennifer Bell,
Susan MacFadyen, Paul Bulla, Eileen
Downs Giovenco, Karen Jackowski, Marian
Mills, Mike Geraltowski, Mary Ellen
Cieslarczyk.  Congratulations to all WWW.?
winners!

What is the name of this building?  Where is it located?  This is an easy one, so let’s hear
your answers by e-mailing us at: satimes@aol.com.  Good luck!  Winners will be listed in
the Nov. 19th Thanksgiving Issue.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Kids Bingo Nite
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will

hold a Kids Bingo Nite for FREE on Nov. 23
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Mickey Sedlak
Recreation Center.  Children play only.
Prizes will be awarded.  (Age 5 & up only.
No infants or toddlers, please).  Call the Rec
Office at 732-390-7092 or 390-7096, by
Nov. 18 to register.

Gourd Crafting
Cheesequake State Park will sponsor a

Gourd Crafting program on Nov. 13.  You
will learn about the techniques used in trans-
forming a gourd into a bird feeding platform
or a piece of artwork.  The fall season
provides us with the natural products needed
for the construction of the crafts.  Program
starts at 1 p.m. at the Interpretive Center and
is open to all ages, with no fee charged.

Roast Beef Dinner
Trinity United Methodist Church, 815

Bordentown Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy
will hold its annual Roast Beef Dinner on
Sat., Oct. 22 from 4:30-7 p.m.  Tickets are
$10 for adults and $5 for children ages 5-12,
and under 5 are FREE.  Dinner includes
mashed potatoes, vegetable, salad, gravy,
beverage, and homemade desserts.  Take
out dinners are also available.  Call the
church at 732-721-3558 for more info.

Raritan Bay FCU Celebrates their
Members

Raritan Bay FCU is hosting a Member
Appreciation Day on Saturday, October 22,
2005, from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in their
main office lobby at 491 Raritan Street in
Sayreville, NJ.

Raritan Bay FCU wants their members
to know how much they are appreciated.
There will be gifts for everyone, exciting
prizes (TV, DVD Player, iPod Shuffle, and
more!), fun for kids (face painting, picture
with Credit Union Man, and more!), re-
freshments, and more!

Raritan Bay FCU is devoted to lighting
their members’ way to financial empower-
ment through trusted resources and personal
service with a smile. That is why they have
teamed up with trusted resources to give
members the tools they need to make in-
formed financial decisions for their family.
In honor of their members, they have invited
trusted partners to talk about discounted
services, available exclusively to Raritan
Bay FCU members: Auto & Home Insur-
ance – courtesy of Couch Braunsdorf Insur-
ance; Life Insurance – courtesy of CUNA
Mutual; Pre-Owned Car Buying – courtesy
of Century 21 Motors and Somerset Motors;
and Real Estate Services – courtesy of Credit
Union Discount Real Estate System.

Members are the foundation of Raritan
Bay FCU. Whether they’re providing a loan
to help a member cover unexpected medical
bills, giving financial counseling to a mem-

ber whose company closed its doors, or
simply offering a better deal on a used car
loan, the Credit Union is making a differ-
ence for its members and the community as
a whole.

Raritan Bay Raritan Bay Federal Credit
Union is a non-profit, community chartered
financial institution that serves everyone
who lives, works, worships, or attends school
in Middlesex County. Raritan Bay Federal
Credit Union was chartered in 1941, and is
owned and operated by its members.

Happy “Holy”Ween
By Elaine Scott

As a child, there was no other holiday I
had considered “holier” than Halloween.
To my innocent young mind, “hallow” meant
“holy,” so the night of October 31st  was the
holiest of holies.  Loving candy and looking
like I did, Halloween was the time my dreams
had a chance of coming true.  It was when I
got exactly what I craved, and that was
chocolate candy.  It didn’t matter what kind,
just as long as it was deep, rich chocolate,
and lots of it.

As soon as supper was finished, we’d
be ready to go.  The most important part of
our costume was the size of the shopping
bags we were to carry, the bigger the better.
So, we’d wait impatiently, prepared to “work
the streets,” as soon as darkness fell over the
town.

In just a few short hours, my friends and
I had to cover as many houses as we could.
Going in twos and threes, we’d wait for no
one, as we hurried from house to house.  As
the clock ticked away the minutes, we’d
begin sweating from the heavy masks on our
faces and from the jackets we always had to
wear underneath our costumes.  Even when
it was warm, those jackets were mandatory
in case cold weather “blew in” unexpect-
edly.

Mechanicsville came alive with chil-
dren that evening, with all of us rushing
from door-to-door to get as much free candy
as possible.   How could any child at that
time not believe in the sanctity of Hallow-
een, when people opened their doors, hearts
and, most importantly, their candy bowls to
all of us?  To make certain we could “hit” all
of those candy bowls faster, we’d start yell-
ing, “trick or treat!!” as soon as we got to the
sidewalk in front of each house.  Then, to
speed it up a little more, instead of waiting
for adults to guess who we were, we’d
always quickly tell them our names, as we
held our bags open for all the candy they’d
give to us.  Every second counted, but there
was always time to say “thank you,” other-
wise, we’d hear about it later from our
parents, who had always managed to find
out everything we did.

To this day, I still remember those
houses which only gave apples, loose gum,
and homemade bags of popcorn.  Once that
happened, they were avoided like the plague
the next year.  People who gave out pennies
were okay, as only five pennies could buy a
big bar of chocolate later on when our choco-
late stash was gone.  For us, those pennies
were very important, because our trick or
treat bags had a way of getting lighter as we
“skimmed the chocolate off the top” the
entire time.  It’s no wonder we had always

been “too wired” to sleep that night.  We
weren’t overtired like we had been told.
Actually, we were over-“toxic-ed,” with
blood sugar levels that would have taken a
few days to get back to normal.  They never
had that chance, as we had always munched
our way through all of those chocolate bars,
as though, we were on a Mission from God,
Himself, in doing so.

I have thought about those magical
nights of my childhood each and every Hal-
loween in the decades since then.  I can still
“hear” the rustle of our candy-laden bags as
my friend, Nancy Newcomb, and I plodded
our way up and down the streets of
Mechanicsville.  As I wait for the kids to
come with my own bowl filled with choco-
late candy, I can still “see” in my mind,
Rosanne Cross running across the street
holding her trick or treat bag, with her little
brother, John, tagging behind her.  I can
“see” Lynne and Louise Burkard, Cindy
Kurtz, Jimmy Lonseth, Jimmy Cleary,
Sharon Kokoszka and her little brother,
Kenny, Maryanne and Joanie Wisniewski,
Patty Podufalski, Johnny and Denny Pappa,
Tommy Burkard, Joey Jaskowiak, Butchie
Stamn, the Batissas, Kathy and Monica
Cross, the Wojciechowskis, Donna Egan,
the Switzers, Danny Erickson, Richard
Dansces, Ronnie Sturgis, Gene Cross,
Melanie and Bethie Newcomb, Ray and
Linda Leonard, and all the other kids that
had filled the streets that night, with their
ageless laughter echoing down to me through
the years.

As the words, “trick or treat,” become
fewer and fewer, I can’t help but think how
different our world has become for children.
Years ago, we had been “safe,” with no fears
of being harmed in any way on that special
night, as well as on any other.   When I turn
off the outside light, always being left with
at least half a bowl of chocolate candy, a
feeling of sadness comes over me knowing
that this exciting holiday of my youth no
longer fills children of today with the same
awe as it once did.

To all of you who can remember when
chocolate candy bars were 5 cents and “5”
times as big as they are now; when a Hallow-
een costume meant nothing more than some-
thing to wear to get you the treats you
wanted; when the only thing fearful about
Halloween was the fear of getting sick and
not being able to go trick or treating; when
there was no such thing as a “stranger” in the
town; and to all of you who can’t:

HAPPY “HOLY”WEEN!!!
(Elaine Scott may be contacted at

siteseein526@aol.com.)

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

THANK
YOU

VETERANS
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Jessica Hayes of Morgan was chosen as a
State Finalist in the National American Miss
Pageant-Princess Division.  She is six years
old, and the daughter of Joe and Doreen
Hayes.
Jessica finished 1st runner-up out of 94
contestants.  She was also crowned 2005
New Jersey State Ambassador, and now
competes in the nationals in November at
California.  Congratulations, and good luck,
Jessica!   The event was held at the Hilton in
East Brunswick.

Enjoying their recent crossing of the Atlantic Ocean to London and Paris are, front row (l-
r)  Madelyne Fugere, Lyn Davis, back row (l-r) Melanie McManus, Tony Gonsalves, Fran
Shine and Sheila Inman.

Cruise To London And Paris
Just past noon on Tuesday, July 5th five

South Amboy High School teachers, the HS
nurse and a small band of their friends and
soon-to-be acquaintances set off on the ex-
perience of a lifetime – twelve fun-filled
days crossing the Atlantic Ocean on the
world renown cruise vessel the   Queen
Elizabeth II with a stay in London, England
and a few days in Paris, France.

As the huge ship pulled out of New
York Harbor in the early evening, we
watched the Statue of Liberty sail slowly by
we had our first of seven elegant dinners in
the luxurious dinning room, The Britannia.
Nightly menus were culinary delights to

even the most discriminating pallets. For the
next seven days and nights activity whirled
wildly – there were dancing lesson, scaven-
ger hunts, BINGO, the casino, trivial con-
tests, karaoke, movies, a great spa, a full
gymnasium and all types of live entertain-
ment. In short, the group could keep itself
busy for twenty four hours each and every
day.

Early Saturday morning – before 6 AM
– the ship pulled into the harbor at
Southhampton, England, and anticipation
for our London experience was high. The
HS faculty boarded our bus and traveled to
London, arriving at the Thistle Tower – a
magnificent, modern hotel on the Thames
River right beside the Tower of London –
built by William the Conqueror on 1066.
During the next five days sightseeing in-
cluded St. Paul’s, Harrad’s famous depart-
ment store, Westminister Abbey,
Shakespeare’s Globe, the Tate Museum, the
London Eye, Parliament and Big Ben, as
well as many of the smaller attractions.
During day trips the visitor’s saw
Stonehenge, Buckingham Palace, the Anne
Hathaway Cottage and the Stratford-on-
Avon birthplace of William Shakespeare.
Each evening the group dined in the many
and varied restaurants offered in London –
tasty treats from around the world.

The final three days of the trip began
with a train ride under the English Channel
to begin a three day stay in Paris, France.
Although while there, they saw all of the
popular tourist sights, the most memorable
by far was viewing the Eiffel Tower by
night. At nine, ten and eleven PM the thou-
sands of lights along the edges of the Tower
came on, twinkling, alighting the entire sky.
Not only did our South Amboy travelers
appreciate this spectacular view – but they
shared it with hundreds of tourists from all
over the world.

Now back in South Amboy teachers
Tony Gonsalves, Sheila Inman, Madelyne
Fugere, Lyn Davis and Melanie McManus,
and school nurse Fran Shine will happily
share their hundreds of photos with students
and faculty alike. When asked if they would
like to return – or if the group has future
plans – the answer: Alaska in July of ’06????

is very proud of being an important
member of the legendary Bombers ’46 un-
beaten (9-0) football team on which he scored
4 touchdowns.  Wojcik said that “Vince
Abbatiello was my best coach because he
cared for people.”

Following his high school career, a
friend of his Stan Jastrebski tried out for
Duluth in the Alabama State League, and
invited him along.  They both made the club
and became pro ballplayers.  Duluth was an
independent team, but soon became the prop-
erty of the St. Louis Cardinals while Wojcik
was there.  John played for 2 years, and
ended up pitching against Jastrebski, who
changed teams in the second year.  “I quick
pitched him,” laughed Wojcik.  “Everyone
knew we were from the same hometown,
and the people roared,” he laughed.

John said that in 1949-50 Sayreville
had a “hardball (baseball) league with 6
teams.  He played for the Hawks, and a few
other clubs were the Rangers, Sayreville
AA, and Seminoles.  He recalled some of the
most talented players in Sayreville includ-
ing Bob and Frank Mytnick, Charles
“Chubby” Derent, John Gutkowski, and
Steve Makwinski.  Wojcik said that Jim
Farley, the O’Briens, and Bill Kennedy were
“good for St. Mary’s,” and Rudy Neumann
was a “good pitcher for Hoffman.”  Wojcik
also said that there was a Dart League and
Shuffleboard League in Sayreville back in
the good old days.

“Sayreville was loaded with a lot of
talent,” said Wojcik.  He mentioned Eddie
“Buddie” Popowski playing for the legend-
ary House of David team at Burke’s Park,
and said that Eddie Wayne, Charlie
Kolakowski and Bobby Witkowski were
also pro ballplayers.

While in the U.S. Army from 1951-53,
he was stationed in Germany and played on

5 different sports teams.  John went on to
coach the O.L.V. 8th Grade basketball team
for 20 years, but the one team that stands out
is his undefeated championship club of 1955,
that finished an incredible (13-0).  The team
was the first in history to win the Brunswick
League, Brunswick Tourney and the Tren-
ton Diocese championship.  Why was that
team so special?  “Practice, practice, prac-
tice!  I drove them.  We worked on all basics.
We practiced 5 days a week. They were
good kids and practiced hard.  They didn’t
jake it, no smoking, and they were well-
behaved,” stated Wojcik.

When asked how today’s athletes are
different from when he was a kid, he re-
sponded, “We were more eager to play.
Nobody had to push us.”

Wojcik played in the Sayreville Men’s
basketball and softball leagues, but married
and had children.  “The family came first,
and I hung it up,” he stated.  He fondly
recalled his bowling team at DuPont’s, The
Challengers.  “We finished dead last one
year, and the next year we won it.”

Wojcik’s family is very athletic to say
the least.  His sons John and Jim were stars
at Sayreville War Memorial HS, and his
grandson John, a junior at Ramapo College
should be the starting point guard this year.
He said that “My daughter Joanne and her
husband Joe Walter initiated the music pro-
gram

at the South Amboy schools.”  John
also commented that, “I’m very proud of my
seven grandchildren.”

John Wojcik, now 76 years old loves
the Yankees and said his favorite player was
Mickey Mantle.  He also admired Paul
O’Neill and likes to watch Derek Jeter play.
John is still pretty active, and plays golf
“about once a week,” he said.

Star Athletes
continued from page 13
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All are welcome to stop by and see the Halloween display at 253 Bordentown Avenue in
South Amboy, created by William Connors Sr. and son Robert Connors. The display is best
viewed at night.

Pie Sale
The South AmboyMiddle/High School

Student council is accepting orders for it’s
annual Thanksgiving Pie Sale, now in it’s
14th year.  Choose from a selection of Apple,
Apple Crumb, Blueberry, Blueberry Crumb,
Pumpkin, Peach, Pecan, Sugar-Free Apple
and Sugar Free Peach.  All pies are $9.50
and are fresh baked by Wemrock Orchards
of Freehold.  Order forms are available at
the school or on line at
www.saboe.k12.nk.us.

Orders must be received by Nov.14th,
and picked up on Wed. Nov. 22nd at the
Middle/High School auditorium entrance
beween 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Lady Bombers Organize Clinic
By Caileigh Giovenco

The Sayreville Lady Bombers Soccer
Team, under the direction of Coach Stephen
Fischer, ran a free clinic on Friday, Septem-
ber 27th in conjunction with the Sayreville
Soccer Association.  Bombers from the
Freshman, JV and Varsity teams spent the
evening coaching and instructing young
soccer athletes, ages 5-12, on the finer points
of the game.  The Lady Bombers volun-
teered their time and expertise to help out
some “up and coming” soccer players from

the organization by running drills and orga-
nizing games to keep the young ones inter-
ested.  The evening was a wonderful expe-
rience for all involved and to top it off, the
Lady Bombers treated their young friends to
cupcakes and juice at the end of the clinic.
What a terrific way to connect community
soccer with high school soccer and show the
outstanding role models we have at
SWMHS!   Great job, Lady Bombers!
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Senator Joseph F. Vitale and Assem-
blymen Joseph Vas and John S. Wisniewski
today announced that they helped secure
$350,000 in State funding for safety im-
provements to roads and walkways near
schools in Perth Amboy, Sayreville and
Woodbridge.

“By making these repairs, we will help
ease traffic congestion, and help keep kids
safer as they travel to school,” said Senator
Joseph F. Vitale, D-Middlesex. “These re-
pairs are necessary to help improve the
quality of local roads and sidewalks for
pedestrians and drivers, and this grant fund-
ing will allow the restorations to be done
without asking local taxpayers to foot the
bill.”

“Whether its enhancing sidewalks, re-
placing curbs, or installing new lighting
systems, making our walkways safer will
augment the quality of life for residents of
all ages,” said Assemblyman Vas, D-Perth
Amboy.  “This funding will promote the
safety of our school children without creat-
ing new burdens for property tax payers.”

”There is nothing more important than
protecting the safety of our children,” said
Assemblyman Wisniewski, D-Sayreville.

Vitale, Vas & Wisniewski Help Secure
$350K In Property Tax Relief

“This critical State funding will enable our
communities to provide school children with
the safest pedestrian walkways possible
without asking local taxpayers to shoulder
the cost of the work.”

Within the appropriation, Perth Amboy
would receive $150,000 to help repair side-
walks and install crosswalks and flashing
school advance traffic signs near the City’s
public schools. Both Sayreville and
Woodbridge would receive $100,000.
Sayreville’s grant would be used to repair
the curbs and sidewalks along Whitehead
Avenue between Hart and Smullen Streets.
Woodbridge would be directed to use its
grant to install in-pavement lighting sys-
tems at three downtown crosswalks near
Ross Street Elementary and Woodbridge
Middle Schools.

The grants are distributed as part of a
program called “Safe Streets to Schools,”
which is administered by the State Depart-
ment of Transportation.  In addition to allo-
cating funding for local repairs, the program
also supports efforts to make motorists aware
of students traveling to and from school
including erecting appropriate signs in school
zones.

NJDOT Awards $67.5 Million
Commissioner Jack Lettiere today an-

nounced that the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (NJDOT) will award $67.5
million in Municipal Aid to fund street im-
provement, rehabilitation and safety projects
in 413 New Jersey towns.

“The Municipal Aid program enables
the Department of Transportation to stimu-
late economic growth and improve New
Jersey’s quality of life by fixing our road
networks without burdening local taxpay-
ers,” said Lettiere.

Municipal Aid grants provide direct
property tax relief for municipalities that
would otherwise devote local tax revenue to
these projects. Municipal governments main-
tain over 25,000 miles, or approximately 70
percent, of New Jersey’s 36,000 miles of
roadway. Local property taxes seldom pro-
vide sufficient funds for proper roadway
repair and maintenance.

NJDOT encourages municipalities to
apply for Municipal Aid funding through its
Local Aid Division. The grant program cov-
ers a variety of projects, including road
resurfacing, rehabilitation, reconstruction
and signalization.

“Every penny that comes from the
Municipal Aid program is a penny that is not
taken out of the taxpayer’s pocket,” said

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski (D-
Sayreville), Chairman of the Assembly
Transportation Committee. “This funding
from the Transportation Trust Fund is vital
to the maintenance of our transportation
infrastructure. We need to find a funding
source for the Trust Fund so that projects
like these can continue.”

The Municipal Aid program is directly
funded by the Transportation Trust Fund.
NJDOT allots each county a specific fund-
ing amount based on its population and road
mileage and distributes funds to towns based
on field investigations and engineering evalu-
ations of proposed projects.  NJDOT pro-
vides 75% of the amount of the grant when
it awards a contract and the remaining 25%
upon completion of the project.

NJDOT’s Municipal Aid grant program
is very popular and extremely competitive.
This year, NJDOT will fund 413 – or 52% -
of the 788 grant requests received. Funding
for this popular program also is limited;
NJDOT received over $200 million in re-
quests.

In addition to the Fiscal Year 2006
Municipal Aid funding, NJDOT recently
awarded $5.2 million to fund Safe Streets
pedestrian safety projects in 60 New Jersey
towns.
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Christine Spezzi (R), Chairman of the Sayreville Economic & Redevelopment Agency,
presents a $1 million check to Mayor Kennedy O’Brien 9C) and Council President Frank
Makransky” (L)

The Sayreville Economic & Redevel-
opment Agency has approved a $1 million
payment to the Borough of Sayreville so the
Borough can use the money for property tax
relief.   The funds are part of the proceeds
from the sale of 12 acres of SERA property
to the Neptune Regional Transmission Sys-
tem, which occurred over the summer.
Neptune is preparing to construct an electric
conversion plant that will pay the Borough
$418,000 a year for the next 30 years, start-
ing when the plant opens in 2007.

“We are very happy to use some of the
proceeds of this sale to help the taxpayers,”
said SERA Chairman Christine Spezzi.  “The
volunteer commissioners of SERA are all
taxpayers themselves, so this was an easy
decision to make.”

The property sold by SERA to Neptune
was originally owned by Anthony Talerico,
who went bankrupt in the 1980’s and stopped
paying his property taxes.  The Borough

SERA Approves $1 Million in Aid to
Borough

took his property in settlement of his $1.5
million in back taxes and then transferred
the property to SERA with the stipulation
that whenever SERA sold a portion of the
land, the Borough would be repaid a portion
of the back taxes.  SERA was only required
to pay approximately $400,000 in back taxes
on the portion of land sold to Neptune,
however the SERA commissioners decided
to accelerate payment of back taxes to help
Sayreville taxpayers.

“As a member of SERA, I am proud that
my fellow commissioners voluntarily voted
to pay more than they were required in order
to benefit our residents,” Said Mayor
Kennedy O’Brien.  “The whole purpose of
SERA is to redevelop abandoned property
in a way that provides our residents with
property tax relief.”

Makransky & Green On The Issues
Council President Frank Makransky

was first elected to the council in 1990.  He
resigned in 1996 to battle prostate cancer,
but after getting a clean bill of health, the
people returned Frank to the council in 1999.

Makransky’s biggest priority is the
National Lead site.  “I’m proud to be part of
the team that is turning our biggest negative
into our biggest positive through the rede-
velopment of the former National Lead site.\
With proper planning and hard work, we are
on the verge of turning the site into an engine
of economic growth and a revenue genera-
tor that will reduce the property tax burden
on residents.”

Council Candidate Ron Green retired
this past year from the Sayreville Police
Department where he served for 35 years
and rose to the rank of lieutenant.

Green hopes to put his police experi-
ence to work on the council.  “As a cop for
35 years in Sayreville, I’ve seen it all.   I will

bring my law enforcement background and
straightforward approach to the problems
that face our community, roll up my sleeves
and try to solve those problems.”

On the subject of property taxes,
Makransky led the fight for a zero tax in-
crease municipal budget this year, despite
opposition from Democrats.  “Unfortunately,
the increase in school taxes means we are all
still paying more,  The state has not given
local officials the tools we need to truly halt
development and stop spiraling property
taxes.”

As a first year member of the planning
board, Green knows that halting runaway
development is the key to halting runaway
property taxes. “As a new member of the
planning board, I am determined not to be a
rubber stamp for big developers. In fact, I
was recently sued by a developer for voting
to block construction of a new 200-home
development. I’m happy to say the judge
ruled in my favor.”

Wisniewski And Vas Secure $400K In
Grants

Assemblymen John S. Wisniewski and
Joseph Vas today announced that Perth
Amboy, Sayreville, and Woodbridge have
been awarded a total of $400,000 in state
transportation funds to make pedestrian
improvements for children who walk to and
from school.

The funding is from the state Depart-
ment of Transportation’s fiscal year 2006
Safe Streets to Schools Program, which was
created to help municipalities improve pe-
destrian travel for children who walk to
school.  Money may be used to improve
crosswalks, bikeways, and sidewalks, or to
make motorists more aware of the routes
children use when walking to and from
school.

The City of Perth Amboy will receive
$200,000 for improvements throughout the

city. The Borough of Sayreville will receive
$100,000 for improvements to Whitehead
Avenue. The Township of Woodbridge will
receive $100,000 to install lighting systems
at various locations throughout the town-
ship.

 “The safety of our children is of the
utmost importance,” said Wisniewski (D-
Sayreville).  “This funding will help keep
our children safe without placing an addi-
tional burden on the municipal taxpayer.”

More than 500,000 of New Jersey’s
1.38 million school children walk, ride bikes
or rely on parents for rides to and from
school.

“Parents can rest assured that these ad-
ditional funds will be used for maintaining
the safety of our children and improving the
quality of life in the city,” said Assembly-
man Vas (D-Perth Amboy).

VOTE
NOV. 8THNOV. 8TH
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Wisniewski Wants
Answers

(The recent spike in gasoline prices has
done more than hurt New Jersey drivers in
the pocketbook; it has forced them to pay
some of the highest gasoline prices in the
country, Assemblyman Transportation
Committee Chairman John S. Wisniewski
said today.

Wisniewski said he wants answers for
why New Jersey - usually a low-cost gaso-
line state — now has gas prices far above
the national average.

“The pricing trends defy logic,” said
Wisniewski (D-Middlesex).  “While our
gasoline prices are finally making some-
thing of a retreat, they are still 10 cents
higher than what is being charged in other
states.

“Historically, New Jersey’s gasoline
prices have been lower than the national
average.  Now, we’re suddenly far in excess
of the national average.  We’re a refinery
state with a low gas tax, and yet we have
flip-flopped places in the national gas price
charts.”

Wisniewski’s committee is heard from
economists, government officials, and in-
dustry representatives on September 15,
2005 as part of an examination of why
gasoline prices have risen so dramatically
this year in New Jersey.  Wisniewski said
gas prices over the weekend were roughly
$1.40 more than a year ago.

“Gasoline prices began creeping up-
ward well in advance of the Hurricane
Katrina catastrophe,” said Wisniewski.
“This is much more than some allegations
of gasoline price gouging at some retail
stations.  It’s is a protracted, ongoing trend
that is costing consumers dearly.”

Wisniewski said the hearing concen-
trated on testimony that would shed light on
how crude oil is refined, brought to market
as gasoline, and eventually priced for con-
sumers.

Wisniewski Delivers to Katrina Victims
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski (D-

Sayreville), along with Sayreville Council-
men Tom Pollando, Dennis Grobelny and
Daniel Buchanan today delivered donated
items to the victims of Hurricane Katrina
who have been transplanted into Perth
Amboy. There to accept the donations were
Perth Amboy Mayor Joseph Vas, Co-Chair
of the Katrina Relief Committee Frank
Sinatra and the 10 families who are now
living in the Delaney Homes at 701 Cham-
berlain Avenue, Perth Amboy.

“I applaud the efforts made by the City
of Perth Amboy and Mayor Vas. I would
like to thank all of the people of Sayreville
who donated these items today,” said As-
semblyman Wisniewski. “These people
deserve to be able to call someplace home.
I hope these items we are donating today
will make the Delaney Homes actually feel
more like home.”

Items donated include diapers, baby
formula, clothing, and various other items.

“The situation in the Gulf Coast is

unthinkable. I and my Democratic colleagues
on the Borough Council want to do all we
can to help these people in their time of
need,” said Councilman Dennis Grobelny.
“I want to thank everyone who donated.
These items are truly going to some deserv-
ing families.”

Councilman Pollando added, “The
people of Sayreville have all banded to-
gether to bring relief to these families from
the Gulf Coast. It is a wonderful thing to be
a Councilman in a Borough that has this
much compassion.”

 “Seeing the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina was difficult. It seemed at if people
could do more. I am proud to live in a
community that gives to others,” said Coun-
cilman Buchanan. “The people in Perth
Amboy need not only material items. They
need to know that the people in New Jersey
care. I am so happy that I was able to bring
these items to them and show them that we
are happy they are here.”

 Hurricane Katrina ripped through the
Gulf Coast on Monday, August 29 leaving
death and destruction in its path. Several
towns and cities, including New Orleans,
were underwater. After Hurricane Rita hit
land in Texas and Louisiana last week, more
cities were flooded.

“In these trying times, it is uplifting to
see our communities come together to help
fellow Americans. By extending a helping
hand and opening our hearts to some of the
families who have fallen victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina, we are aiding them in rebuild-
ing their lives and recuperating from the
tragedy. Thanks to all those who have con-
tributed to this effort,” said Mayor Vas.

Assemblyman Wisniewski concluded,
“The items donated today came from the
hardworking people of Sayreville. I was
glad to be able to collect and distribute these
goods to the displaced victims. It is heart-
warming to see these people who came here
with nothing be able to settle in to a commu-
nity and feel as if they belong.”

Jeffrey Pawlowski
Sayreville resident Jeffrey Pawlowski,

the Libertarian candidate for governor, has
taken his campaign to the airways. On Octo-
ber 18th on WABC Channel 7, Pawlowski
debated with frontrunners Jon Corzine and
Doug Forrester promoting a “Smaller, Open,
and Less Intrusive Government” as the cure
for New Jersey problems. With appearances
on News 12 New Jersey’s “Power and Poli-
tics” and Comcast’s “News Makers”,
Pawlowski stressed that “Government is not
the solution to our high property taxes, but
the source of them”. Pawlowski has pledged
to not to accept a salary, or to live in either
of the two Governor’s mansions. He has
promised to work towards eliminating sala-
ries and benefits for all elected officials.
Pawlowski stresses that by voting for him, it
sends a message to Trenton that you are
dissatisfied with a self-serving government.
For more information, visit [WWW] http://
Pawlowski2005.org on the web.

Frank Makransky
Council President Frank Makransky

was first elected to the council in 1990.  He
resigned in 1996 to battle prostate cancer,
but after getting a clean bill of health, the
people returned Frank to the council in
1999.

Makransky’s biggest priority is the
National Lead site.  “I’m proud to be part of
the team that is turning our biggest negative
into our biggest positive through the rede-
velopment of the former National Lead site.
With proper planning and hard work, we
are on the verge of turning the site into an
engine of economic growth and a revenue
generator that will reduce the property tax
burden on residents.”

Council Candidate Ron Green retired
this past year from the Sayreville Police
Department where he served for 35 years
and rose to the rank of lieutenant.

Green hopes to put his police experi-
ence to work on the council.  “As a cop for
35 years in Sayreville, I’ve seen it all.  I will

bring my law enforcement background and
straightforward approach to the problems
that face our community, roll up my sleeves
and try to solve those problems.”

On the subject of property taxes,
Makransky led the fight for a zero tax in-
crease municipal budget this year, despite
opposition from Democrats.  “Unfortunately,
the increase in school taxes means we are all
still paying more,  The state has not given
local officials the tools we need to truly halt
development and stop spiraling property
taxes.”

As a first year member of the planning
board, Green knows that halting runaway
development is the key to halting runaway
property taxes.  “As a new member of the
planning board, I am determined not to be a
rubber stamp for big developers.  In fact, I
was recently sued by a developer for voting
to block construction of a new 200-home
development.  I’m happy to say the judge
ruled in my favor.”
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