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DECEMBER 21
First day of Winter and
shortest day of the year.

DECEMBER 24,1862.
Union forces occupy Galveston,
Texas during the Civil War.

DECEMBER 27,1932
Radio Qty Music Hal
opens in New York City.
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2000: The Year in Review
Reflecrions en Hw year post as we embark en a new milteniuni
What a year it was1 Opening

with premature fanfare for being

misnamed the start of the new

milhncum (which truly begins

on Jan 1. 2001) and amid fears

of rampant Y2K catastrophes

that never materialized. 2000

still brought about some

momentous occasions

January
A Hopelwn company agreed

to pay $125,000 in fines for mis-
representing that donations
would benefit police and fire
departments, 20 workers at
Chase Development in Isehn
claimed $4 3 million in lottery
pr'?cs. and a %\ 7 bilhon deal to
merge Pathmark & Edwards tell
dead

line Barron Arts (enter pre-

sented a baroque concert featur-

ing the Ail Season Players

Perth Amboy's Bishop

Donald Milliard hosted four-

time grammy nominee Yieki

Winans and other performers at

a gala celebration honoring Rev

Dr Martin Luther king

Dot's Luncheonette closed its

doors after serving South

Amboy for 34 years

February

Rd Behnen became South

Amboy High's all-time scorer,

passing a record set by Curt

Woods in 1%7, during a game

against Fast Brunswick Vo-Tech

Alfonzo Thomas, of Iselin,

scored his 1000th point playing

guard for Kean University's

Cougars during the final two

minutes of a game against

Montclair State Univensty

Sayreville veterans saluted

Marine Gunnery Sgt James

Peter Paige, Jr, a Parhn native

who died saving others during a

military training exercize heli-

copter crash in San Diego

March
An appeals court ruled that

South Amboy Memorial
Hospital would not reopen

Dozens of local events to cel-
ebrate Dr Suess* %th birthday
as part of a nationwide move-

ment to promote reading among

children

St Patrick was not forgotten

South Amboy teachers and

school board reached a contract

Raritan Bay Medical Center

launched its Internet website at

www- rbmc org

April

Helene LaPoint, Ellen
Randel, Barbara Roskey. Evelyn
Gonzalce and Janet Kern were
accorded lifetime membership
:;i the S«" •h Ainbov PTC)

Students at l.ymi v. rest

School were entertained r\ the

Peppermint Puppeteer-- :1. J

show designed to teach UK vhii

dren about ecologv

Saueville joined foiv^ wuh

Raritan Bay Medical (enter to

provide mobile intensive care

sen ices to the commur.i'.v

Penh Ambov launched it's

trackless trollev service, in con-

junction with The Cathedral -

Second Baptist Church

Colonia's Cub Pack 72 grad-

uated eight members into Boy

Scouts and students at St John

Yianney School attended DARF

training by Woodbridge police

May

Local Census enumerators

took to the stTccls to make sure

every resident wa^ counted

New Board of Education

members took their oaths of

office throughout the area

A park in Penh Amboy was

dedicated to the memory of

World War II hero Neal Lucey

Re\ Al Sharpton visited

Edison to s[>eak at the NAACP's

annual Freedon Fund banquet

Carteret's Arm Heck, daugh-

ter of Bob & Diana Heck, grad-

uated from the l ; S Naval

Academy with a degree in

Oceanography and was com-

missioned as a Navy ensign

June
John Szatkowski defeated

2nd Ward Councilman Don

Thomas in South Ambov s

Democratic primary and a slate

of insurgents backed by public

emplovee unions overcame the

regular organization slate in

Carteret "s Democratic primary

Perth Amboy turned over

property lor the construction of

a new Middlesex Countv

Vocational and Technical High

School and a satellite campus of

Middlesex County College
Fords ( ire Company No 1

dedicated a new side mount
pumper truck capable of chui..

mg out l.MX) gallons a minute

Edward Plant? was elected

exalted ruler o\ the Woodbndge

Elks during the club's -Kith \ eai

July

Fneworks lit the skies over

the Rjntan Ba\ and elsewhere,

as local communities celebrated

Independence Dav with ihre

Gov Christine Whitman vis-

ited Perth Ambov The plav

Evita opened in Roosevelt Park

Carteret Mayor James

Failaice announced a new home

improvement program

Devine Media Enterprises,

publisher of The Atom Tabloid
and Perth Amboy (iazette,
acquired The Citizen from long-

time publisher James Gotti

Mayor Joe Vas began is

fourth term in Perth Amboy

August

Citizens loined in National

Night Out Against Crime Susan

Skoczypiec coordinated events

in Carteret, as Woodbridge and

Perth Amboy swore in new

police officers

West Nile Virus scared local

residents, with aggressive action

by local and county agencies in

Carteret, Woodbndge, Edison
and other communities

Area residents headed to the
shore in record numbers

September

Five new newspapers were
born, as The Atom Tabloid.
Perth Amboy (iazette and The
Citizen were consolidated into

The Uom Tabloid & Citizen-
(iazette Local editions now

serve '-even Middlesex commu-

nities ever; week

J-. .epl, Yuule and John
Wisniewski promoted "Baby
Safetv Month' alerting parents
to cn^ safety

Area residents girded against
hurricane strom warnings,
recalling tile previous vear's tor-
netial downpour

October

Carteret sponsored its fifth

annual Soapbox Derby The

Woodbridge school district

teamed up wuh the Edison-

Metuchen YMC \ to teach

voung people nboul service

Metuchen and Woodbridge also

renewed their vehicle emissions

testing agreement

Pathmark Stnro emerged

from backniplcy reorganization

November

Democrats won local elec-

tions in Carteret. Metuchen and

South Amboy. as the GOP

gained a majority in Sayreville

Simpson United Methodist

Church in Perth -\mboy held an

all-you-can eat spaghetti dinner

Keith Nelson. of

Woodbndge, became the ninth

member of Troop I-H in three

years to become an Eagle scout

Ciihuial diversih was cele-

brated in Wwdbndge township

Decent ber

The Morg.nville VFW

remembered Pearl Harbor in

services at the Sewaren water-

front

Chinese officials toured the

Middlesex Water Company's

water treatment plant

Santa Claus visited homes

throughout the area delivering

presents to good boys & girls
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Vhale Bill To Help Woodbridge «w» »*i fc<B **** ** <•
Schools Is Signed Into Law

STATK Senator Joseph I
Vitale said the governor signed
into lavs his bill f<> provide
additional state education aid
to Woodbridge and other
school districts (hat meet cer-
tain student and state-aid qual-
ifications.

"This hill aids the property
taxpayers and students of
Woodbridge. I dison and sev-
eral other large communities in
Central and South Jersey."
Senator Vitale. I)-Middlesex,
said after the governor signed
his bill. S-2101This bill pro-
vides a taxpayer-friendly ap-
proach to reward large, effi-
cient school districts such as
Woodbridge and I-.dison and
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also encourage smaller dis-
tricts to consolidate and hold
down costs."

Senator Vitale's bill alters
the way the state funds large
school districts such as
Woodbridge. Fdison.
Middletown. loms River.
Brick. Hamilton (Mercer) and
Cherry Hill that educate thou-
sands of pupils in an efficient
manner.

His bill, combined with S-
22(K) and also featuring GOP
Senators Andrew G. Ciesla
and Joseph Kyrillos as spon-
sors, will provide an additional
$6,937,976 in state aid for
schools for this school year. Of
this amount. Woodbridge will
receive $284,035.

The bill sets up these crite-
ria for providing the new state
aid: A kindergarten-12th grade
district, with at least 10.000
pupils, and with per-pupil
costs bekm $9,500.

Woodbridge. for example,
has more than 12.000 pupils
on whom it spends an average
of about $8,170. educators say.

"We want to encourage aca-
demic excellence and reward
economic efficiency in our
schoo/s." Senator Vitale said.
"This bill recognizes the great
efforts that Woodbridne and
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other large school districts
have taken to educate thou-
sands of pupils at a relatively
low cosl. It allows the state to
reward (he common-sense
approach to education that
benefits youngsters, parents
and property taxpayers alike.

"Our goals with this bill
center on two main areas: Re-
lieving property taxpayers in
Woodbridge and these other
large school districts of some
of the burden they face, and
still maintaining excellence in
the schools. The state has a
major push to encourage
smaller school districts to
combine to provide a more-
efficient, more-effective edu-
cational model. This model
already exists in Woodbridge
and the half-dozen other
school districts our bill
rewards, l^et's see if we can
encourage some smaller
school districts to consider
merging and providing both a
top education and a bargain for
property taxpayers."

Senator Vitale joined
Assembly members John Wis-
niewski and Arline Friscia,
both D-Middlesex, as well as
GOP Senators Andrew Ciesla.
R-Ocean and Joseph M.
Ksriilos. R-Monmouth. in
sponsoring the bill.

flie Senate and Assembly
both recently approved the
bill.

STATf- — Senator Joseph
Vitale's clean water notification
bill, which clarifies and
strengthens the legal require-
ment for notifying consumers of
test results after their water sup-
plies arc analyzed for contami-
ants. was signed into law re-
centlv.

The bipartisan measure (A-
2%5.-'S-978). which is also
sponsored bv Senator and Jack
Sinagra fR-Middlesex), amends
current law to make water test-
ing results less unwieldy for
water suppliers to disseminate
and more targeted to advise at-
risk population of potential haz-
ards.

Senator Vitale explained that
under current law. all water sup-
pliers are required to mail each
customer written results of
annual water quality tests. The
results, which are contained in a
'Consumer Confidence Re-
port," are also to include a list of
contaminants found in the water
and acceptable levels of such
contaminants. Under language
in the statute, the notification
requirement applies to operators
of any "public water system,"
which technically includes such
entities as shopping malls,
restaurants, campgrounds and
auto dealerships. The Vitale leg-
islation amends the law so that
operators of a "public communi-
ty water system," such as water
companies, are subject to the
mail notification requirement.

"It is obviously impossible
for a shopping mall operator to
mail a consumer confidence
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50 Yeors Of
Happiness I

HOPELAWN—Mr, and Mrs. John J. Calabro of Hopelawn
celebrated their 50th Anniversary on January 16 at the Barge
in Perth Amboy. The party was given by their daughters.

They had renewed their vows on January 15, 2000 at the
Most Holy R.C. Church, Hopelawn. The Very Rev. Glenn J.
Comandini. S.T.D.. performed the service.

The Calabro's were married on January 14, 1950 at St.
Peter's & Paul's R.C. Church. Elizabeth.

They have four children: Eileen Calabro of Sicklerville;
Mrs. Linda Lavstsen of Bridgewater; Mrs. Jeanne Schultze of
Allentowri and Patricia Schmauk of l.anghorne, PA. They
have four grandchildren.

Mr, Calabro worked for \'.S. Metals Amax for 45 years
before retiring in 1982.

Mrs. Calabro worked for Vornado's in the Hopelawn store
for 12 years before retiring in 1981.

9 9 9 9

i

report to every man. woman and

child who drank from an in-mall

water fountain at some point

durini! the vcar." said Vitale 11)-

Middlesex).

tinder the bill, operators uf

several t\pes of water suppU in;.1

facilities will be required to post

for display the results of tIk-

consumer confidence report. In

display ing a chart containing the

required data on contaminant

levels, the operators will also he

required to include the follow-

ing statement in bold print:

Some people may be more vul-
nerable to contaminants in
drinking water than the gen-
era) population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as
persons with cancer undergo-
ing chemotherapy, persons
who have undergone organ
transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune
system disorders, some elder-
ly, and infants can be particu-
larly at risk from infections.
These people should seek
advice about drinking water
from their health care
providers. EPA/CDC guide-
lines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are
available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-
426-4791).

Woodbridge Seniors
Plan February Events

WOODBRIDGE — The
Woodbridge Senior Citizen
Club meets on Thursdays at
2:30 p.m. in McCorristen Hall.
St. James Church.

The membership is now
closed until September.

The following events are
scheduled: Feb. 8-Bus trip to
Showboat in Atlantic City. Bus
leaves 9:30 a.m. from St. James
parking lot on Grove Street:
Feb. 10-Social and bingo in
McCorristen Hall at 1:30 p.m.:
Feb. l3-t4-Bus trip to Fox-
woods in Connecticut. Bus
leaves from St. James parking
lot on Grove Street. Seats are
still available; Feb. I7-Business
meeting and social in Mc-
Corristen Hall at 1:30 p.m.
Social with cake and coftee:
Feb. 24-Social and bingo in
McCorristen Hall at 1:30 p.m.

Also planned is a St.
Patricks Dav luncheon at the
Cameo.

Call Frank Bopp at (732)
634-8279 for trip information.
Call Peter Swaylik at (732)634-
4964 for social information.
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Scarano Participates In Pacific's
Largest Maritime Exercise

WOODBRIIX.f I he largest

maritime exercise in the world.

Rim oi the Pacific fRIMPAO

2000. ended recent K ;î  the ships

of seven nations Meamed out of

Pearl Harboi. Hawaii.

For five weeks, the armed

forces of Australia. Canada.

Madeline Scanuio of

is an electrician on board the

amphibious assault ship I'SS

Boxer (I.HIM), home ported in

Saji Diego. Scarano realizes the

importance of multinational exer-

cises like RIMPAC'.

"Lxercises like this arc a show

'I have been doint: this lor a

long time. It comes natural!)."

Scarano said.

The Boxer, a Wasp-class

amphibious assault ship, is nearly

three football fields lony. can

carry up to 45 helicopters, and has

a crew complement of nearly

Navy Chief Petty Officer Christopher M. Scarano

Chile. Japan. South Korea, the
I 'niled Kingdom and the I'nited
States participated, dealing with a
number of high-technologv sce-
narios that simulated real-time
naval battles.

RIMPAC is intended to

enhance the tactical proficiency of

participating units in a wide array

of combined operations at sea. By

enhancing interoperability. RIM-

PAC helps to promote stability in

the Pacific Rim region to the ben-

efit of all participating nations.

This year's exercise included a

variety of surface combatant

ships, submarines, uictk.ii an-

craft, amphibious I'm cos and ,t

l;.S. aircraft carrier battle group.

One Woodbridge njtive supported

the exercise, ensuring iis

Navy Chief y

Christopher M. Scarano. the ,̂ S-

\ear-old son ot' Joseph and

of force and they let the taxpayers
know they h<i\e a strong military."
said Scarano. a 1480 graduate of
WcnMJbridge High School.

More than 50 ships, 200 air-

craft and 22.000 U.S. Navy. Air

force. Marine Corps. Army and

Coast Guard men and women

took pan in RIMPAC 2000. The

success ot this exercise was

achieved through both personal

and professional preparation.

3.000 Sailors and Marines. The
ship is also armed with NAK) Sea
Sparrow missiles and various
anti-aircraft guns.

During the exercise, the differ-

ent navies worked together in sce-

narios designed to imitate an actu-

al war. By havirg their forces par-

ticipate in RIMPACs on a regular

basis, military leaders hope to bol-

ster war fighting ski IK between

allies in case the\ are called to
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Searann aiul other Roxer

Sailors were able t<> practice their

jobs during mock battle situations,

f'ach Sailor played a part in the

success of this RIMPAC. the 17th

ot its kind. Being a pan of multi-

national exercise allowed Scarano

to achieve personal objectives.

"I completed the air warfare

and engineering officer oi the

watch qualifications."' s;iid

Scarano, a 14-year Navs \eieran,

Scarano and other West Coast

Sailors have a great responsibility

They ensure that the Pacific

Ocean-which covers rouyhlv M

million square miie> remains

open to commerce and free from

war. RIMPAC exercises help the

U.S. and foreign navies uphold
this stability in the Pacific.

For Scarano. RIMPAC was an

opportunity to understand and

work with other Pacific rim na\ ies

in the event the president may

require the Uoxer to take part in

an actual conflict somewhere

around the globe.

A RIMPAC web site contain-

ing details regarding exercise

activities and imagen iron) exer-

cise operations is still active and

can be located at

uww.cpf.naw.mil rimpac2000.
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