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SPECIAL
VEAR=-IN=-REVIEW

of the news thet we
covered in yowr

weighborhood during

the past year.

* IS RN Y ISTORY:
DECEMBER 21................
First day of Winter and

shortest day of the year.

DECEMBER 24, 1862........
1 Union forces occupy Galveston,
Texas duing the Civi War, |

DECEMBER 27, 1932........
Radio City Music Hall
opents in New York Cily.

—

2000: The Year in Review

Reflections on the year past as we embark on a new millenium

What a year it was' Opening
with premature fanfare for being
misnamed the start of the new
milincum (which truly begins
on Jan |, 2001) and amid fears
of rampant Y2K catastrophes

that never matenialiced. 2000
still  brought  about  some
momentous oCcasions

January

A Hopelwn company agreed
to pay $125.000 in fines for mis-
representing that  donations
would benefit police and fire
departments, 20 workers at
Chase Development in [selm
claimed $4 3 million in lottery
prezes. and a »! 7 bilhon dedl to
merge Pathmark & Edwards tell
dead

The Barron Arts Center pre-
sented 4 baroque concert featur-
ing the All Season Players

Perth Ambov's  Bishop
Donald Hilliard hosted four-
time  grammy
Winans and other pertormers at
a vala celebration henoning Rev
Dr Martin Luther King

Dot's Luncheonette ctosed its

pomiee  Vieky

doors after serving  South
Ambaoy for 34 vears
February

Ed Behnen became South
Amboy High's all-time scorer,
passing a record set by Curt
Woods i 1967, during a game
aganst East Bnmswick Vo-Tech

Alfonzo Thomas, of [selin,
scored s 1000th pont playing
guard for Kean University's
Cougars during the final two
minutes of a game aganst
Montclair State Univeristy

Sayreville veterans saluted
Marine Gunnery Sgt James
Peter Paige, Jr, a Parlin native
who died saving others dunng a
military tramng exercize heli-
copter crash in San Diego

March

An appeals court ruled that
South  Amboy Memonial
Hospital would not reopen.

junction with The

Dozens of local events to cel-
chrate Dr Suess™ %6th birthday
as part of a natlonwide move-
ment to promote reading amony
children

St Patnick was not forgotten

South Amboyv teachers and
school board reached a contract

Raritan Bay Medical Center
launched its Internet website at
www rhme ory

April

Helene  [aPoint.  Ellen
Randel. Barbara Roskey, Fyvelvn
Gonzalce and Janet Kem were
accorded hfetime moembership
nrthe Sveth Ambov PTO

Students  at
School were entertaimned 0y the
Peppermint Puppeteer- 0
show designed to teach tc chi
dren abeut ceotogy

Savreville jored forees with
Raritan Bav Medical Center 1o
provide mobile ntensive care
services to the community

Perth Ambov launched 1t's
tracktess trollev service, m con-
(athedral -
Second Baptist Chureh

Coloma's Cub Pack 72 ygrad-
uated eight members into -Boy
Scouts and students at St John
Vianney School attended DARE
training by Woodbridge police

May

Local Census enunierators
took to the streets to make sure
every resident was counted

New Board of Education

Lyan Crest

members took therr oaths of

office throughout the area

A park n Perth Amboy was
dedicated to the memory of
World War 11 hero Neal Lucey

Rev Al Sharpton visited
Edison o speak at the NAACP'S
annual Freedon Fund banguet

Carteret's Amy Heek, daugh-
ter of Bob & Diang Heck. grad-
uated from the US Naval
Academy with a degree n
Oceanography and was com-
missioned as a Navy ensign

June

John Szatkowsk) defeated
2nd Ward Councilman Don
Thomas 1 South Ambov’s
Democratic pnmary and a slate
of msurgents backed by pubhc
emplovee unions overcame the
regular orgamization slate n
Carterct's Democratic pnimary

Perth Amboy tumed over
property for the construction of
a new Mddlesex County
Vocational and Technical High
School and a satelhite campus of
Middlesex County College

Fords e Company No o |
dedicated @ new side mount
pumper truck <apable of chw, .
g out 1300 gallons 4 minute

Fdward Plantz wus clected
exalted ruler of the Woodbnidge
Elks during the club s 0th vear

July

Frreworks Bt the skies oves
the Runtan Bayv and elsewhere,
as local commumites celebrated
Independence Dav with tlure

Gov Chnstime Whitman vs-
ited Perth Ambos
Evita opened 1n Rooseyelt Park

Carteret  Mavor  James
Falaice announced a new home
improvement program

Devine Media Fnterprises,
publisher of The Atom Tubloid
and  Perth Amboy  Guazette,
acquired The Citizen from long-
time publisher James Gotty

Mayor Joe Vas began s
fourth term in Perth Amboy

August

Crtizens jomed n Nahonal
Night Out Against Crime  Susan
Skoczypree coordmated events
in Canteret, as Woodbnidge and
Perth Ambov swore 1in new
police officers

West Nile Virus scared local
residents, with aggressive action
by local and county agencies in
Carteret, Woodbnidge, Ldison
and other communities

Area residents headed to the
shore 1n record numbers.

The play

September

Five new newspapers were
born. as The Atom Tabloid.
Perth Amboy Guzette and The
Citizen were consohdated mto
The Vtom Tabloid & Citigen-
Gazerte  Local editions now
serve seven Middlesex commu-
mues every week

Joseph Viwale  and  John
Wisinewski promoted “Baby
Safety Month™ alerting parents
to cnb safety

Area residents girded against
hurricane  strom  wamings,
recalhing the previous vear’s tor-
netral downpour

October

Carteret sponsored 1its fifth
annual Soapbox Derby  The
Woodbridge  school  district
teamed up with the Edison-
Metuchen YMO Y w0 teach
voung people about service
Metuchen and Woodbnidge also
renewed their vehicle emissions
testing agreement

Pathmark  Stores  emerged
from backruptey reorganization.

November

Democrats won local elec-
trons 1 Carteret. Metuchen and
South Ambov. as the GOP
gamed a majonty 1n Savreville

Simpson Umted Methodist
Church i Perth Amboyv held an
all-you-can eat spaghett dinner

Noith Nelson, of
Woodbridge, became the ninth
member of Troop 143 1n three
years 1o become an Lagle scout

Cultwral diversinv was cele-
brated in Woodbnidge township.

December :

The Morganville  VFW
remembered Pearl Harbor n
services at the Sewaren water-
front

Chinese othicials toured the
\hddieses Water Company's
water treatment plant

Santa Claus visited homes
throughout the area delivering
presents 1o good boys & guls.
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\I'Iale Bill To Help Woodbridge
Schools Is Signed Into Law

STATE - Senator Joseph |
Vitale said the governor signed
into law his bill to provide
additional state education aid
to Woodbridge other
schoot districts that meet cer-
tain student and tate-aid qual-
tfications.

“This hil aids the property
taxpavers  and
Woodbridge. |
eral other large communities in
Central and South Jerses.”
Senator Vitale, 1-Middlesex.
said afler the govemor signed
his bill. S-2101. " Tins bill pro-
vides a taxpaver-friendly ap-
proach to reward large. etli-
cient school districts such as
Woodbridge and Edison and

Paramount}
Funding

» (onsolidate Debts
* Financing up to 125%
* Bonkruptey OK

o Stop Foreclosures

o No~Income (hecks
o Puichose / Refinance

and

dison and sew-

Ask tor Ron Souro

Extension 26
NJ icensed Mort;age Bankers
N Dept of Banking

students  of

also encourage smaller dis-
tricts to consolidate and hold
dowi costs.”

Senator Vitale's bill alters
the way the state funds large
school  districts  such  as
Woaodbridge, f-dison,
Middletown,  Toms  River.
Brick. Hamilton (Mercer) and
Cherry Hill that educate thou-
sands ot pupils in an eflicient
manner.

His bill. combined with §-
2200 and also featuring GOP
Senators Andrew (. Ciesla
and Joseph Kynlios as spon-
sors, will provide an additional
$6.937.976 in state aid for
schools for this school vear, Of
this amount. Woodbrdge will
receive $284.035.

The bill sets up these crite-
ria for providing the new state
aid: A kinderganien-12th grade
district, with at least 10,000
puptls. and with per-pupil
costs below $9.500.

Woodbridge. for example.
has more than 12.000 pupils
on whom 1t spends an average
of about $8.170. educators say.

“We want to encourage aca-
demic excellence and reward
economic efficiency in our
schools.” Senator Vitale said.
“This bill recognizes the great
cfforts that Woodbridge and

John M. Pogoda, D.M.D.

Stephen D. Yaremczak, D.M.D.
are pteased to announce their association with:
Christine M. O'llea DMD..M.D.S.

Orthodontst
N JoSpeaaliy Permat No- 366
- dnd -
Peter Tsambazis, D.M.D.
Periodonuist
N Speaiahy Permit Noo 4024

CoMPLIMENLARY ORTHODONTIC

OR PrriopoNtic Evar CATION
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other large school districts
have taken to educate thou-
sands of pupils at a relatively
fow cost. It allows the state to
reward the common-sense
approach to education that
benefits voungsters,
and property taxpayers alike.

“Our goals with this bill
center on two main areas: Re-
lieving property taxpayers in
Woodbridge and these other
largze school districts of some
of the burden they face. and
still maimaining excellence in
the schools. The state has a
major push o encourage
smaller school districts to
combine to provide a more-
efficient, more-effective edu-
cational model. This model
atready exists in Woodbndge
and the half-dozen other
school districts our bill
rewards. Let's see 1f we can
encourage some  smaller
school districts to consider
merging and providing both a
top education and a bargain for
property laxpayers.”

Senator  Vitale  joined
Assembly members John Wis-
niewski and Arline Friscia,
both D-Middlesex, as well as
GOP Senators Andrew Ciesla.
R-Ocean and Joseph M.
Kyritlos. R-Monmouth. in
sponsoring the bill.

[he Senate and Assembly
both recently approved the
bill.

purents

. REMEMBER THE NEWS FROM JANUARY 28, 200

Water Testing Bill Signed Info Law

STATE — Senator Joseph
Vitale's clean water notification
bill.  which clarifies and
strengthens the legal require-
ment for notifying consumers of
test resuits after their water sup-
plies are analy zed for contami-
ants, was signed into law re-

cently.
The bipartisan measure (A-
2965:5-978). which 15 also

sponsored by Senator and Jack
Sinagra (R-Middlesex). amends
current faw 1o make water test-
ing results less unwieldy for
water suppliers 1o disseminate
and more targeted to advise at-
risk population of potential haz-
ards.

Senator Vitale explained that
under current aw. all water sup-
pliers are required to mail each
customer written results of
annual water quality tests. The
resuits, which are contained in a
“Consumer Confidence Re-
port,” are also to include a list of
contaminants found in the water
and acceptable levels of such
contaminants. Under language
in the statute, the notification
requirement applies to operators
of any “public water system,”
which technically includes such
entities as shopping malls,
restaurants, campgrounds and
auto dealerships. The Vitale leg-
islation amends the law so that
operators of a “public communi-
v water svstem.” such as water
companies, are subject to the
matl notification requirement.

"It s obviously impossible
tor a shopping mall operator to
mail a consumer contidence

150 Years Of
Happiness !

HOPELAWN—Mr. and Mrs. John J. Calabro of Hopelawn
celebrated their 50th Anniversary on January 16 at the Barge
in Perth Amboy. The party was given by their daughters.

They had renewed their vows on January 15, 2000 at the
Most Holy R.C. Church. Hopelawn. The Verv Rev. Gienn J.
Comandini. S.T.D.. performed the service.

The Calabro’s were married on January 14, 1950 at St.
Peter's & Paul’s R.C. Church. Elizabeth.

They have four children: Eileen Calabro of Sicklerville;
Mrs. Linda Lavstsen of Bridgewater: Mrs. Jeanne Schultze of
Allentown and Patricia Schmauk of Langhorne, PA. They

have tour grandchildren.

Mr. Calabro worked for VLS. Metals:Amax tor 45 vears

betore retiring in 1982,

Mrs. Catabro worked tor Vornado's in the Hopelawn store
for [2 years before retiring in 1981,

report to evers man. woman and
child who drank from an in-mall
water fountain at some point
during the year.” said Vinale (-
Middlesex).

Linder the bill, operators of
several tvpes of water supplving
facitities will be required to post
tor display the results of the
consumer confidence report. in
display ing a chart contaiminy the
required data on contaminant
levels., the operators will also he
required to include the follow-
ing statement in bold print:
Some people may be more vul-
nerable to contaminants in
drinking water than the gen-
eral population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as
persons with cancer undergo-
ing chemotherapy, persons
who have undergone organ
transplants, people with
HIV/AIDS or other immune
system disorders, some elder-
ly, and infants can be particu-
larly at risk from infections.
These people should seek
advice about drinking water
from their health care
providers. EPA/CDC guide-
lines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are
available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-
426-4791).

Woodbridge Seniors
Plan February Events

WOODBRIDGE —  The
Woodbridge Senior  Citizen
Club meets on Thursdays at
2:30 p.m. in McComsten Hall.
St. James Church,

The membership 15 now
closed until September.

The following events are
scheduled: Feb. 8-Bus trip to
Showboat in Atlantic City. Bus
leaves 9:30 a.m. from St. James
parking lot on Grove Street.
Feb. 10-Social and bingo in
McCorristen Hall at 1:30 p.m..
Feb. 13-14-Bus trip to Fox-
woods in Connecticut. Bus
leaves from St. James parking
lot on Grove Street. Seats are
still available: Feb. 17-Busmess
meeting and social in Mc-
Cornisten Hall at 1:30 p.m.
Social with cake and coftee:
Feb. 24-Social and bingo in
McCorristen Hall at 1:30 p.m.

Also  planned s & MU
Patrick’s Day luncheon at ihe
Cameo.

Call Frank Bopp at (732)
634-8279 tor trip information.
Call Peter Swaylik at (732) 634-
4964 tor soc:al information.







