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Port Authority Should
Dismiss Untimely Charges

Measure Introduced In Response To Recent Complaints

STATE  —Leguslation  that
would require the Port Authonty
of New York and New Jersey 10
inform atleged E-ZPass tolf viola-
tors of charges filed against them
within 30 days has been intro-
duced

Within the past month, more
than 50,000 motorists have
received E-ZPass violation no-
tices 1 the mail from the Pont
Authority that accuse them of

-cheating tolls along trans-Hudson

roadways, bridges and tunnels
approximately six months ago
The delay stems from a com-
puter glitch that stalled the track-
ing of the alleged deadbeats’

License plate numbers The recent-
ly 1ssued violation notices should
have been 1ssued months ago. but
the delay notwithstanding, offi-
cials with the Port Authonity have
said despite the delay they see no
reason not to go ahead with col-
lecting penalties that may amount
to more than $1 million.

Under bill A-3020, the Port
Authonty - which cumently has
no time limit on i1ssuing a motor
vehicle penalty — would be
required to comply with laws
enacted n 1996 and 1997 that
direct the New Jersey Tumpike
Authonty to issue toll violation
notices within 30 days of the

offense

The Port Authonity should take
into consideration the many prob-
lems the E-ZPass  violation
enforcement system has experi-
enced since its inception earher
this year Many people throughout
the state have received violation
notices from the Turnpike
Authonity and the New Jersey
Highway Authonty (which over-
sees the Garden State Parkway)
accusing them of not paying tolls
when in fact their E-ZPass finan-
cial statements have shown that
the tolls were indeed deducted
from their accounts.

The Port Authonty operates

the Lincoln and Holland Tunnels,
the Outerbndge (rossinz and the
(yeorge Washington. Goethals and
Bayonne Bridges The Authonty
generally 1ssues penalty letters
within a month, and motonsts
then have 15 days from the date of
the notice to pay the toll they are
accused of not paying.

If the accused drivers do not
pay the tolls, they receive a sec-
ond notice requiring them to pay
the toll plus a $25 violation fee.
After 60 days, the Port Authority
tumns the alleged violations over
1o a collection agency. Ultimately,
a case can head to municipal
court.

Local Corporations Pariner With
Jersey Cares In Annval Coat Drive

MIDDLESEX COUNTY -
In an effort to help keep the area’s
underserved citizens warm this
winter, local corporations 1n
Woodbndge and Avenel are part-
nening with Jersev Cares during
the Jersey Cares annual coat
drive a two-month long imitiative
that 1s expected to collect more
than 10,000 winter coats within
the state

As part of the Jersey Cares
Fifth Annual Coat Dnve, gently-

used winter coats will be collect-
ed from employees of Vantage
Custom Classics tn Avenel and
Sovereign Bank and the Sawtooth
Group in Woodbndge, through
December 31 The coats will then
be distnbuted to men, women and
children at more than 100 com-
munity agencies across the
region, including many local tood
banks, church groups. hospitals
and community shelters.
Throughout December, anyone
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may donate coats at most area
Blockbuster Video Stores and
Loews Cineplex Entertainment
Theatres. Since the partnering
with New York Cares to expand
the Coat Dnve to this area in
1996, Jersey Cares has collected
and distnbuted nearly 40,000
coats throughout the region and
has seen a steady nise in participa-
tion each year

An aftiliate of the national City
Cares of Amenca network, lersey

Cares 13 responsible for orgamz-
g more than 3,000 volunteers
for team-onented service projects
that effectively address the di-
verse needs of New Jersey's com-
munities.

To find out more about volun-
teering through Jersey Cares or
have questions on the dnive, call
(973) 644-4952, e-mail Jersey
Cares atinfogdjerseycares.org. or
VISIL WWW Jerseycares.org
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY —
The Senate Budget Committee
will evaiuate a new proposal that
could reduce property taxes
throughout New Jersey by $150

million, according to Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco
and Senate Budget Chairman Bob
Littell. Speaking recently at the
Mayors’ Luncheon at the League

ZATOM TABLOID

Ne ~N
1tizen~(7azette

- Published by Davine Medis Enterprises, inc. -
PO Box 3095 South Amboy, New Jersey 08879
Phone. (732) 574-1200 - Fax (732) 3884143 - E-mad devine@usa net
James J. Devine - President
JennalLee Gallicchio - Editor
PRODUCTION STAFF:
Production Manager - Michele | Nagiewicz
Graphic Designers - Lenore A Ledzion, R E Barker
Typesetter -- Carol J Green + Proofreader - Gamet R Pisano

ADVERTISING STAFF:
Retail Advertising Director - Francene Sciortino-Kopas
Ad Acoount Executives— Michael Angelo Alfonso

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF: Peggy Baker

CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT; Wilkam Woods. Jr » Stevie Kopas

The Atom Tabloid & Citizen-Gazette (USPS 501-860) 18 published weekly on Friday
by Devine Media Enterprises, Inc. Subscnption rates are $15 per year, $50 outside

Miadlesex County Penodicals postage pawd at South Amboy, NJ and other post offices.

of Municipalities Convention in
Atlantic City, DiFrancesco told
local officials that the Legislature
would carefully and methodically
review a plan conceming pension
costs for police officers and fire
fighters that might help mayors
keep property taxes down.

The proposal, as currently
drafted, would reduce the fore-
casted $225 million in contribu-
tions municipaiities would make
to the Police, Firemen's Re-
tirement System (PFRS) in 2001
to $75 million. The reduction
would lower local govemment
employer costs by $150 million,
which could then be used to lower
the municipal tax rates. Payment
levels would then be leveled in
2002 and beyond in order to avoid
sudden, dramatic increases in
PFRS costs.

“Municipalities across our
state pay a total of $225 million
annually into the PFRS. The prob-
lem is that yearly costs can fluctu-
ate rather dramatically and pay-
ments can range anywhere from
zero to $225 million depending on
the status of the fund,” said
Senator DiFrancesco.

The Senate President noted
that the proposal would not have
any financial impact on the PFRS
or on members’ benefits. The pro-
posal, DiFrancesco stressed, does
not change the total of the pay-
ments that would be made into the
PFRS under the current formula;
it simply alters the payment
schedule.

“Savings will, of course, differ
by community under this plan, but
the lower costs will be tangible.
Jersey City, for example, which

DiFrancesco Tells Mayors To Look At

New Savings Proposal

contributes over $10 million
annually to PFRS, would save
close to $7 million, or 13 cents off
of its tax rates,” remarked
DiFrancesco. “Equally important
is that this proposal would pro-
vide for greater certainty in pen-
sion funding going forward.”

DiFrancesco said  Senate
Budget and Appropriations Com-
mittee Chairman Bob Littell will
schedule a public hearing within
the month to take testimony on the
proposed Pension Cost
Stabilization Act, but added that
the Legislature would not move
forward on the proposal without a
thorough review.

The Senate President also said
in his remarks.before the conven-
tion delegates that he would con-
tinue to make property tax reliet

(continued on page...3)
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Is Your Bank Fleeting?
DIME BUSINESS BANKING

YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD BANK

No Monthly Maintenance Charge*
FREE Initial Order of Business Checks**
Immediate Overdraft Protection

NO FEE Credit Application

Competitively Priced Commercial Loans
FREE Cost Savings Analysis

Let our qualified team of Business Banking professionals review your Credit, Cash Management, and Invesiment needs

COME AND EXPERIENCE FULL SERVICE BANKING AT ITS BEST!

Stop by and visit, call us at 1-800-THE-DIME, ext. 785,

visit our website at www.dime.com or e-mail us at service@dime.com.
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Porsonsl Banking ¢ Business Banking o tavestmonts? o loserancet

* No monthly maintenance charge opplies for the initial 3 month period only on accounts opened through 1/31/01. ** Maximum of 150 business checks per customar in the free initial order offer.

t Nondeposit investment products are offered through Dime Securities, Inc. {member NASD, SIPC). Insurance products are offered through Dime Nj Agency, Inc., o wholly owned subsidiary of the Dime
Savings Bonk of New York, FSB. Non-deposit investment products ond insurance products are not FDIC insured, are not deposits in, obligotions o, or guaranteed by The Dime Savings Bank of New York,
FSB, moy be subject 1o some sales charges ond fees, and involve investment risk, including the possible loss of principal. The Dime Savings Bank of New York, FSB. Member FDIC,
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YOUR COUNTY NEWS

Blood Center of New Jersey Announces Blood Drive Locations

COUNTY - The Biood Center
of New Jersey is asking local resi-
dents to donate a pint of blood this

month in anticipation of holiday
shortages.

A public awareness campaign
this season is focusing on the hlood
needs of children and residents are
asked to give a pint for a halfpint.
For every 1000 pints of blood
donated from now until Valentine's
Day, 2001, 100 teddy bears will be
donated to children in local hospi-
tals. “We are asking our loyal
groups that run blood drives to step
up their recruitment efforts in an
attempt to have more blood avail-
able at all times,” said Judy Daniels,
BCNI spokesperson. The first round
of bears will be distributed to hospi-
tal children during the month of
December. To date. over 8,000 pints
of blood have been donated during
the Pints for Half-Pints campaign.

All blood is collected, tested,

processed and distributed in New
Jersey.

Anyone interested in becoming
mote involved in the Pints for Half-

Pints campaign should contact
Daniels at (800) 652-5663, ext. 104.
To sign up for a blood drive or for
more information, call (800) 652-
5663, ext. 140.

The times and locations in Union

DiFrancesco Tells
Mayors To Look At

New Savings Proposal
confinued..

his number one priority and
pointed to Senate bills 1.2, 3 and
4 as an immediate plan to provide
$400 million in savings to taxpay-
ers across the state.

The package of bills would
accelerate the NJ SAVER Rebate,
increase the Homestead Rebate
Program’s maximum amounts,
and index the Homestead rebates
to inflation. The final bill would
add $100 million over three years
to the Legislative Block Grant
Program, which represents a 300
percent increase for a program
designed to reduce the municipal
tax rates.

“New Jersey citizens want
more tax relief, and they want it
now. And they are right. If we
want families 10 stay in New
Jersey instead of searching for
greener pastures and want out
municipalities strong, stable and
prosperous, then we must act
now. The long-term health of our
state depends on it,” concluded
Senator DiFrancesco.

County are: Friday, Dec. | Union
Hospital, 10600 Galloping Hill Rd..
Union from 3- 7 p.m.. Sunday, Dec.
I Trmity Episcopal Chuech. North
& Forest Aves. Cranford from 9
am. 12:30 p.m. and Holy Irinity
Parochial School. 336 First Street.
Westfield from 10 am. 2 pm.:
Monday. Dec. 11 Muhlenberg Reg.
Med. Ctr. Park & Randolph.
Plainfield from 4 8 p.m. and Union
Hospital, 1000 Galloping Hill Rd.,

Union from 3 7 p.m.

Middlesex County dates and
umes are: Sunday., Dec. 3 -First
Presbytertan  Church  of  Perth
Amboy. 250 Fhgh St Perth Amboy
from 9 am. I pm. and [ivingston
College  Student Center. Jovee
Kilmer Ave.. Piscataway from 9
am. 5 pm.: Saturday. Dec
9 Masonic Philo Lodge. 120 Old
Bridge Turnpike. South River trom
Oam. 2pm.
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Welcome to

Whispering Knoll...
A Place You'll

At Whispering Knoll, Quality Living and Peace of Mind Go Hand in Hand.

www whisperingknoll.org

We understand that moving to an assisted living communiy s a big deasion. Bue, it
you would like to meet new friends. find new imterests, enjoy gourmet meals and have
real peace of mind...then consider Whispering Knoll. From the gentle gardens that will
surround vou, to the abundance of amenities that will serve vou, we've created a unique

setring voull be proud to call home.

Let us show vou all that Whispering Knoll has to offer. You'll be impressed. Our
Whispering Knoll community is located directly across from JFK Medical Center

in Edison, only minutes from Menlo Park Mall.

To set up an appointment to see 1 model suite or receive more information on Central

New Jersey's newest assisted living community, call us today at 732-906-2975.
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A Distinctive Assisted Living Community

62 James Street, Edison, New Jersey 08820 ¢ (732) 906-2979 » Athiliated with JFK Medical Center
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