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South Amboy native
John Vail, Jr. killed

in airplane crash.
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WATER WORKS WONDERS
ESSAY WINNERS-Middiesex
Water Company President
J. Richard Tompkins (R) is
joined by 19th District
Assembly representative
John S. Wisniewski in con-
-gratulating winners of the
Company's *Water Works
Wonders™ essay contest.
Winners are (L-R) Emily -
Kish, South Amboy; -
Benjamin Milder,” Edison;
- Alexia Giordano, Parlin;
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MRI Of Woodbridge Announces Grand Opening Of New Facility

WOODBRIDGE—Drs. Richard Alberts, Edward Rit-
weger and Charles Saniewski have announced the opening
of MRI of Woodbridge. a new facility which utilizes
Philtips Gyroscan GT Wide Body MRI (Magnetic
Resonance Imaging) Technology te offers patients both
comfort and the high resolution images necessary for accu-
rate diagnosis.

“Thanks 10 a more powerful magnet. this new technolo-
gy produces images superior to those available with open
MRI’s and does 5o in less time with fewer repeal scans.”
notes Rittweger. "Patient comfort is enhanced by both the
shorter duration of the examination and the wide body
design of the Gyroscan GT which is equipped with a flared
aperture that can easily accommodate claustrophobic
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patients as well as those weighing up to 550 pounds.”

The Group points out that by virtue of the exceptional
images produced by the Gyroscan GT. MRI of Woodbridge
has the capability to assist patients with a wide range of
needs.

Sports injuries. advanced musculoskeletal protocols,
hrain and spine abnormalities and MRI angiography for
vascular problems are just a few areas well within the capa-
bilities of MRI of Woodbridge and the physicians who
operate the facility.

MRI of Woodbridge is associated with Doctors
Radiology Center and shares the same address. Doctors
Radiology Center provides cat scan. ultrasound, mammog-
raphy. bone densitometry. general radiology and fluo-
roscopy services. Both facilities accept most insurance
plans and are open evers day except Sunday.

In addition to state-of-the-art equipment. MRI of
Woodbridge offers patients the opportunity to work with a
staff of Board Certified and fellowship trained physicians
accredited by the Amencan Board of Radiology. Dr.
Rittweger and Dr. Leo Fontana offer expertise in abnor-
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malities of the brain. spine. head and neck.

They are joined by Dr. Mark Singer whose expertise
includes bone and joint abnormalities. arthritis and sports
injuries as well as bone and soft tissue tumors. Dr. David
Chun and Dr. Charles Saniewski offer expertise in mam-
mography. ultrasound and body imaging. Dr. Richard
Alberts is an expert in MR angiography. MR body imaging
and interventional procedures including aortic aneurysm
and stent grafis.

The physicians believe that MRI of Woodbridge will
provide a convenient source of imaging services 1o resi-
dents of Union and Middlesex Counties because of its loca-
tion on St. Georges Avenue. Avenel. MRI of Woodbridge
is easily reached from the Garden State Parkway. Route |
and Route 27 and is accessible by public transportation.

Magician Works To
“Dis-Spell” Disease

AREA—"1 wish there were some magic words or
incantation that would heal the ill and cure all disease, but
that's just not the case,” says comedy
magician/ilusionist Doug Young, Yet, Doug is still set on
doing what he can.

On Sept. 9. 7:30 p.m., at the Forum Theater in
Metuchen, Doug will perform an evening illusion show
with the proceeds going to benefit Project Sunshine.
Project Sunshine is a non-profit organization dedicated to
meeting the needs of children with life-threatening illness-
es.

Aside from a show full of magic and illusions, the show
will also feature Lisa Lou. A talented and unusual per-
former of balancing and circus skills. Lisa Lou is a
Ringling Brothers Clown College graduate and has per-
formed her amazing skills all over the world and even on
the Maury Povich show. The event. entitled. Circus
Magicus, promises to be a delight for all ages.

Circus Magicus will take place at the Forum Theater on
Sept. 9 at 7:30 p.m. Ticket prices are a $10 donation for
adults and a $7 donation for children. There is also a 10
percent discount for groups of 10 or more. Tickets may be
purchased in advance by calling (732) 866-8869 or at the
door.
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Lefter From
Los Angeles

by Assembly Deputy Democratic
Conference Leader,

John S. Wisniewski

As a member of the New Jersey Delegation to
the 2000 Democratic National Convention. | am
writing this letter to you from the Staples Center in
the City of L.os Angeles. The nature of Democratic
Conventions has changed over the years. but the
message has been constant. The Democratic Party
waorks to protect and promote the interests of work-
ing families.

The very first Democratic Convention ran from
May 21-23 1832 in Baltimore, Maryland. At that
gathering, representatives from 24 states nominated
Andrew jackson for a second term as President of
the United States and Martin Van Buren as the
Vice-Presidential candidate. At the very first
Democratic National Convention. rules were
adopted to cover future conventions.

Things have certainly changed. Since then, polit-
ical conventions have been held every four years to
nominate presidential and vice-presidential candi-
dates as well as to adopt a party platform for its
candidates to run on. The convention has changed
as time has passed.

Today, conventions are brought 1o us in a made
for TV fashion. The nominees of each party are
well known long before the convention begins.
And it only lasts four days. Today, party platforms
are also developed well in advance of the conven-
tion. In 1924, however. the Democratic delegates
convened in New York City for 15 days and nomi-
nated former U.S. Attomey General John W. Davis
on the 103rd ballot. He ultimately lost to President
Calvin Coolidge.

Democratic conventions have also been the
scene of unfolding history in America. In 1968,
riots began when Vietnam and Civil Rights protest-
ers clashed with police in Chicago. This cast a pall
over the candidacy of Vice President Hubert H.
Humphrey and resulted in the election of Richard
Nixon.

In 1932, 1960 and 1992, on the other hand,
Democrats held great promise for the future when
they enthusiastically nominated Franklin D. Roose-
velt, John F. Kennedy and Bill Clinton, respective-
ly, who all went on to win their elections for
President. John F. Kennedy was also nominated
right here in Los Angeles. We hold out the same
hope for Al Gore and Joseph Lieberman as the
standard bearers for the Democratic Party this year.

It has been said that political conventions have
outlived their usefulness. While it is true that rarely
decisions are made at “the Convention,” they cer-
tainly are ratified there. That ratification is the most
important part of the convention. It brings together
Democrats from across the nation to show their
support for Vice President Gore and Senator
Lieberman. And ultimately, “support” is what wins
elections.
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New Jersoy Is A Safe Place...

By Gov. Christine Todd Whitman

In 1999. overall crime in our state fell six per-
cent, the fourth straight year in which overall
crime declined. The total number of criminal
offenses - cverything from murder o0 domestic
violence -- 15 at its lowest level in twenty-seven
years.

Violent crimes fell six percent in 1999, the
sixth straight vear in which the number of violent
crimes declined.

That includes an 11 percent decline in the num-
ber of murders. a 13 percent decline in the num-
bers of rapes. and a six percent decline in both
robberies and aggravated assaults.

The number of non-violent crime fell seven per-
cent, the fourth straight vearly drop.

What does an overall six percent decline in
crime mean” [t means that nearly 20.000 fewer
people were the victims of crime last vear.

The decrease in crime isn't just in one particu-
lar arca of the state. Crime is down all over. In
cities, suburbs and in our rural areas.

We can't take sole responsibility for the decline
in crime. but the stronger laws we've enacted and

the support we've given the police have surely
helped.

We're putting more
criminals behind bars
and keeping them there
longer. For example, |
recently signed a law
increasing the penalties
for possession of the so-

called designer drug
Festasy. .
We've increased the |§

number of State Police.
and given them new training tools. We're helping
communities  fight c¢rime with additional
resources.

In schools we've created a V-Free program that
offers violence prevention resources. as well as a
tip line so kids have someone to call to report a
dangerous situation.

Every day we are winning new battles in the
fight against crime.

Helping us tight those battles are our men and
women in blue. I'm proud of the work they are
doing. They deserve our appreciation.

Together with our police. we are working hard
to make New Jersey a safer place in which to live,
work, and raise a family.

Construction Delayed To Protect Birds

Construction of a waste-water treatment plant in
Sayreville has been delayed by the state
Department of Environmental Protection.

The DEP wants to make sure four species of

birds are allowed to breed in the wetlands where
the pipeline will be \aid.

Pied-billed grebes, Amer-ican bitterns, northern
harriers and yellow-crowned night herons nest in
the wetlands from mid-April to mid-August, the
DEP says.

Construction during this time would upset the
breeds and cause possibly severe problems for the
birds.

The Middlesex County Utility Authority’s waste-
water treatment plant in Sayreville will draw power
from gas generated at Industrial Land Reclaiming
Inc. and Edison landfills, both in Edison, and the
Edgeboro Landfill in East Brunswick.

The garbage-to-energy project is excptected to
save money for the county and reduce consumption
of other fuel sources.

The MCUA expects a significant savings from
the co-generation plant, which will convert
methane gas from the landfills into electricity to be
used 10 run the waste-water treatment facility.

County officials hoped to begin reaping savings
from the project in June.

Richard Fitamant, MCUA executive director,
said the authority is paying $50.000 per month
more in energy cosls than it would if the project
were complete.

The pipeline will cross the Rantan River and
pass through environmemially sensitive wetlands
where the birds lay their eggs.

The state Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife
lists these birds as endangered, but only during
their breeding season.

The state originally denied the MCUA’s request
for a development permit because of the ecologi-
cally sensitive wetlands.

GOT GOOD NEWS?
Share It With Your Neighbors!

Send us your news and photos to publish

The permit was later issued with the stipulation
that the area would not be disturbed between April
IS and Aug. 15.

Loretta O’Donnell. a DEP spokeswoman, said
delaying construction because of wildlife concerns

is not uncommon.
The state agency typically uses Aug. 15 as the

start date when dealing with construction permits in
sensitive areas, O’ Donnell said.

The MCUA has contracted National Energy
Resources Corp. of Farmington, Conn., to construct
and maintain the co-generation plant.

The 20-year contract guarantees the authority a
$50 million savings. “We’re optimistic for an early
fall start-up,” Fitamant said.

“All along the Sayreville waterfront, there has
been a great number of birds observed in the area:
raptors, herons, egrets,” said Robert Spiegel, of the
Edison Wetlands Association. “It’s good they’re
taking it into consideration.”
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