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Seniors Gear Up For Election Challenges
PRINCETON Millions of Americans want pre- now working to clear up the confusion New AARP is not about to disappear But let's be honest, the right

scnption drug coverage through Medicare, want to research discovered only half of mid-life and older thing to do is to make modest changes to Social Security
assure that Social Security will be around tor future Americans understand where candidates stand on prior- soon so that future generations get not just 75 percent o(
retirees, need affordable and quality long-term care, and ity issues that impact the health and economic security promised benefits, but 100 percent l.ct s demand that
are demanding patients'rights in managed care of parents, children and grandchildren Through its the candidates deal with the reality of Social Security

According to a new AARP study, these are the top voter education campaign which includes the Voter and not the myths
issues for mid-life and older voters These are also the Express as well as issue workshops, candidate forums The group's New Jersey State President joined the
issues that could determine the presidency and control and the distribution of voters guides AARP will hundreds of AARP members who actually signed the
of Congress Recently, hundreds of seniors rallied at encourage voters to learn about the issues and express Voter l-xnress bus to show candidates that the election
AARP's New Jersey State Office in Princeton to themselves to the candidates process must be driven by people, not money, and to
demonstrate the importance of issues m Election 2000 "We want to help move this election from sound bites reinforce the importance of being an informed voter
and to greet the AARP Voter Express back to substance." stated Marilyn Askm. AARP New Askm. who boarded the AARP Voter Express in

The 45-foot long bus, covered in colorful cam- Jersey State President "We want to build meaningful Philadelphia, explained T v e already seen so many peo-
paign graphics, rolled into Princeton as part of a dialogue between voters and the candidates, because pic who believe things can change if you take control
4,000 mile cross-country tour to mobilize older decisions made today about Medicare, Social Security, and get involved in the election process We don't tell
voters and their families around key election Long-term Care, and patient protections tn managed people who to vote for, but we do tell them to vote " In
issues Medicare, Social Security, Long-term care will affect the future of all voters" New Jersey, AARP represents more than I 3 million
Care, and patient protections in managed care AARP is working to collect up to a million signatures members age 50 and above, or 50 percent of the 50-pius

Launching a national, nonpartisan voter educa- by the November election in support of a prescription population And, they do vote Although only 17 per-
tion campaign, the AARP Voter Express is set to drug benefit as part of Medicare cent of the total population, Americans over age 60
visit 23 cities m 20 states "Studies show that although seniors have the greatest accounted for 28 percent of the total vote in 1998, and

The tour started in Philadelphia-just before the need for prescription drugs, we are the most likely of all this year that percentage may be higher
Republican National Conventmn-and ends at the age groups not to have coverage for drugs," Barrett For those New Jersey residents yet to be regis-
Democratic Convention in Los Angeles explained "Many seniors have to decide Do I fill my tered to vote, AARP also provides a simple way to

Princeton was the tour's second stop prescription, or do I buy food for my table We must do so through its on-line voter registration partner-
"We are here today to spread a clear message bring Medicare into the 21st Century Its not just dollars ship with American Online and MCI called

For America to work, all of us must register to vote and cents It's common sense " "BeAVoter com " More than 50,000 Americans have
We must learn about the issues We must exercise AARP Voter Express volunteer Tom Clark is worried already registered this year through the site
our power in the voting booth." said AARP New about the public argument that Social Security will not AARP is nonpartisan and educates the public
Jersey State Director Jim Dicterle be around for today's children and grandchildren about issues of concern to older Americans and

"AARP is here because we believe that the election "The good news is that the candidates have begun to their families through voters guides, issue work-
process must be driven more by 'we the people' than by engage each other about Social Security's future This is shops, and candidate forums
dollars and campaign contributions AARP is here a debate the country must have The bad news is that New Jersey residents can follow the daily journey of
because we believe things can change when ordinary lots of misinformation has been spread." AARP's Voter Express-or sign the pledge in support of
Americans get involved and use their voting power to Clark said these myths threaten our ability to change a prescription drug benefit as part of Medicare-by visit-
make their voices heard," he said the program and preserve it for future generations ing the AARP Webplace at www aarp.org

"My friends, the stakes are enormous," Dicterle con- "The biggest myth of all Social Security is going AARP is the nation's leading organization for
tinued "The next President and Congress will have a bankrupt,'1 he said "Enough with the scare tactics1 people age 50 and older It serves their needs and
massive impact on the lives of all Americans for gener- Social Security is not going bankrupt" interests through information and education,
ationsto come The more informed we are on the issues, Even if absolutely no changes were made to Social advocacy, and community services which are pro-
the better decisions we'll make in November" Security over the next 30 years, it could still pay out 75 vided by a network of local chapters and experi-

But, because some of the most important issues in percent of the benefits promised in tomorrow's dollars enced volunteers throughout the country.
this election are also the most complicated. AARP is after those 30 years,'1 Clark continued "Social Security

Whitman signs Wisniewski Measure
STATE-Gov Christine Todd Whitman signed into ing statutonly protected," said Russo "The Legislature has responded by fixing the system

law bipartisan legislation that will restore plea bargain- The law has three provisions to protect the integrity of the municipal courts while
ing in municipal court traffic cases The law goes into * It creates a "catch-all" unsafe-driving offense that ensuring that chronic offenders of motor vehicle law
effect immediately and overturns the April 24 ruling of municipal prosecutors can use to downgrade traffic still get punished," said Russo
the Administrative Office of the Courts that eliminated summonses against non-chronic offenders VKIf criminals can often take advantage of the
this option for those inclined to fight their traffic tickets * It authorizes municipal prosecutors to amend the plea bargain process, shouldn't the same opportu-

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski (D-Sayreville), a original charges brought against a driver to reflect a nity be available for motorists who don't abuse
sponsor of the measure, said that the law creates a new lesser charge and penalty, and the system9" said Wisniewski
motor vehicle offense for drivers who operate their * h authorizes municipal prosecutors to accept plea
vehicles in an "unsafe manner likely to endanger a per- bargain arrangements from motor vehicle law violators. A l l JM Q , , - , mm
son or property." The new offense is a lesser charge than The unsafe-driving offense carries different penalties AU&M ftUQ 9UUU1
the current reckless and careless driving categories depending on how many infractions a driver commits w

Wisniewski sponsored the legislation along with within a five-year period OH Till 1T| f^ft^l 1 flXft
Assemblymen Neil M Cohen (D-Union), Christopher A first offense will be subject to a fine between $50
"K.ip" Bateman (R-Somerset) and David C Russo (R- and $150, but no new motor vehicle penalty points
Bergen). A second offense will carry with it a fine of $100 to

"Plea bargaining in municipal traffic cases is a time- $250 with no points, and a third offense will be subiect . n r . t , „ „
. . * *u 4 i A c u • » a*-*™ fcr^t ARb A—Immaculate Co ege students who merited
honored practice that relieves judges from having to to $200 to $500 fine • • • • , „ - ^ ^ m o ~» v • v
. u J J r i. • i * • r L J CC L • P J inclusion in the Spring 2000 Deans List includes ocal
hear hundreds of court cases It is also a cost-effective For a third offense within a five-year period motor . , • * » . . „ ^

t i . . i i c . II » . i i_ . residents Jennifer Allan of Old Bridge and Kazzandra
way for municipalities to save a lot of taxpayer dollars, vehicle points may be assessed <; II f <;
said Wisniewski "This practice should not be severely "There needs to be a uniform standard in plea bar- T Vv » •
c o m p r i s e d or undemnned and there must be room for gams that protects the public and the mtegnty of the ^ D e a " S LlS 'StatUS ' a S tuden l mUSt *chieVe

lemencym the system" L r t system," sad Bateman a grade po.m average of 3̂ 7 on a scale of 4 0.
."It K in the best utterest of motonsts, the courts, Cohen said "Municpal plea bargans have long been J ™ ^ ^ College, a Cathohc.comprehens.vehb-

municipal prosecutors and law enforcement personnel a means to keep local traffic courts operating efficiently » , , , , C0 egf' Is, o c a t e d m i l e s w e s t °
toh.v.long-stand.ngleewaymrflumopalpleabargam. » d effectively" PhOaddphu,. south of Aemtersecfon of routes 30 and

352, between Paoh and Exton
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Torricelli Is No Match For McGreevey
Sen. Robert G. Torricelli's ambition to become New

Jersey's next governor was dashed this week as

Woodbridge Mayor Jim McOreevev proved himself

capable of holding his own against a competitor many

viewed as a titan in state politics.

Only hours after Newark Mayor Sharpe James

and other F.ssex County Democrats joined the

ranks of dozens of part) leaders who recently con-

firmed their support for McGreevey. Torricelli

announced his departure from the race.
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Many influential Democrats said that the

month-long power struggle strengthened

McGreevey, who was already widely viewed as

the favorite in the 2001 gubernatorial election.

Torricelli 's abortive candidacy was viewed as

an effort to heal age-old divisions separating

northern and southern counties.

Torricelli. the I'nglewood resident who was elected

to the Senate in 1996. shocked New Jersey Democrats

last month when he announced that he would challenge

McGreevey. wideh considered the front-runner for his

party's nomination next year.

After nearl\ defeating Governor Whitman in

1997. Me(iree\e\ continued to assiduousK court

key Democratic groups throughout the state. Me

headlined a fundraiser last month that netted $3

mil l ion for the parly, the biggest one-night take

ever for the state Democratic Committee.
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But some Torri-

celli supporters ion-

tended that, despite

his popularity. Mc-

Cireevey lacked the

"stature" to win the *%

governor's office in

2001 a \ ie\\

clearly contradicted

by the Maxor's apt

hand I i nil of the con-

frontation.

"We sincere!)
thought Bob would TOUGH TO BEAT...Woodbridge
heal wounds in the Mayor Jim McGreevey proved himself
, . c , . tougher than some expected

state. So we took a 3

shot and we were

whipped." said top Torriccelli aide Jamie I ox. "But Bob

is a big bo\. He'll pick himself up now and move on

with his work in Washington. This is behind us."

Man) rank-and-file Democrats throughout the

state said they were simply thankful that the intra-

mural struggle was over.

"We were put in a very. ver\ difficult position," said

Stephen Sweeney, a Gloucester Count) freeholder.

"One minute \ou'd uet a call from Bob. then Jim would

be on the line a half hour later, then Bob again.

In the wake of Torriccelli 's withdraw I. more

than a dozen of the states 21 Democratic county

chairmen, as well as state Democratic Chairman

Thomas Gibl in. gathered Tuesday in support o f

McGreevev at a State House rallv.

lorricelli. a freshman senator who has skyrocketed

into national political circles as chairman of the

Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, wil l

remain a rising star in Washington. D.C. due to his

prowess as a fundraiser and feisty party spokesman.
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