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PRINCETON -Miilions of Americans want pre-
scription drug coverage through Medicare, want 10
assure that Social Secunty will be around for future
retirees. need affordable and quahty long-term care, and
are demanding patients’ rights in managed care

According to a new AARP study. these are the top
issues for mid-life and older voters These are also the
1ssues that could determme the presidency and control
of Congress Recently, hundreds of seniors ralhed at
AARP’s New Jersey State Office in Princeton to
demonstrate the importance of 1ssues in Election 2000
and to greet the AARP Voter Express

The 45-foot long bus, covered in colorful cam-
paign graphics, rolled into Princeton as part of a
4.000 mile cross-country tour to mobilize older
voters and their families around key election
1ssues  Medicare, Social Security, Long-term
Care, and patient protections in managed care

Launching a national, nonpartisan voter educa-
tion campaign, the AARP Voter Express is set to
visit 23 cities 1n 20 states

The tour started in Philadelphia~just before the
Republican National Convention-and ends at the
Democratic Convention in Los Angeles

Princeton was the tour's second stop

“We are here today to spread a clear message
For America to work, all of us must register to vote.
We must learn about the 1ssues We must exercise
our power in the voting booth.” said AARP New
Jersey State Director Jim Dicterle

“AARP 15 here because we behieve that the election
process must be dnven more by “we the people’ than by
dollars and campaign contnbutions. AARP 15 here
because we believe things can change when ordinary
Americans get involved and use their voting power to
make their voices heard,” he said

"My triends. the stakes are enormous.” Dicterle con-
tinued. “The next President and Congress will have a
massive impact on the hives of all Americans for gener-
ations to come The more informed we are on the 1ssues,
the better decisions we'll make 1in November ™

But. because some of the most important 1ssues 1n
this election are also the most complicated. AARP 15

Whitman signs Wisniewski Measure

STATE—Gov Chnistine Todd Whitman signed into
law bipartisan legislation that will restore plea bargam-
ing 1in municipal court tratfic cases The law goes nto
effect immediately and overtumns the April 24 ruhing of
the Administrative Office of the Courts that eliminated
this option for those inclined to fight their traffic uckets

Assemblyman John S. Wismewski (D-Sayreville), a
sponsor of the measure, said that the law creates a new
motor vehicle offense for drivers who operate their
vehicles n an “unsafe manner likely to endanger a per-
son or property.” The new offense 1s a lesser charge than
the current reckless and careless driving categories.

Wismewsk1 sponsored the legislation along with
Assemblymen Neill M. Cohen (D-Union), Christopher
“Kip” Bateman (R-Somerset) and David C. Russo (R-
Bergen).

“Plea bargaining in municipal traffic cases is a time-
honored practice that relieves judges from having to
hear hundreds of court cases. It 1s also a cost-effective
way for municipalities to save a lot of taxpayer dollars,”
said Wisewski. “This practice should not be severely
compromised or undermined and there must be room for
leniency in the system.”

<It 1s in the best interest of motorists, the courts,
municipal prosecutors and law enforcement personnel
to have long-standing leeway in municipal plea bargain-

now working to clear up the confusion New AARP
research discovered only half of mid-hfe and older
Amenicans understand where candidates stand on prior-
ity 1ssues that impact the health and economic secunty
of parents, children and grandchiidren Through us
voter education campaign which includes the Voter
Express as well as 1ssue workshops, candidate forums
and the distnbution of voters guides AARP will
encourage voters to leam about the 1ssues and express
themselves to the candidates

“We want to help move this election from sound bites
back to substance.” stated Manlyn Askin. AARP New
Jersey State President “We want to build meanmgtul
dialogue between voters and the candidates. because
decisions made today about Medicare. Social Secunty,
Long-term Care. and patient protections m managed
care will affect the tuture of all voters ~

AARP 1s workmng to collect up to a million signatures
by the November election 1 support of a prescription
drug benefit as part of Medicare

“Studies show that although semors have the greatest
need for prescription drugs. we are the most hikely of all
age groups not to have coverage for drugs.” Barrett
explained “Many seniors have to decide Do I fill my
prescription, or do | buy food for my table We must
bring Medicare into the 2¥st Century It's not just dollars
and cents 1t's common sense ~

AARP Voter Express volunteer Tom Clark 1s worried
about the public argument that Social Security will not
be around for today’s children and grandchildren

“The good news 1s that the candidates have begun to
engage each other about Social Security’s future This 1s
a debate the country must have The bad news ts that
lots of misinformation has been spread ™

Clark said these myths threaten our ability to change
the program and preserve 1t for future generations.

“The biggest myvth of all Social Secunty 1s gomng
bankrupt.” he said “Enough with the scare tactics'
Social Secunity 15 not going bankrupt ™

Even 1f absolutely no changes were made to Social
Security over the next 30 years. 1t could still pav out 75
percent of the benefits promised in tomorrow’s dollars
after those 30 vears,” Clark conunued “Soctal Security

ing statutorily protected.” said Russo

The law has three provisions

* It creates a “catch-all” unsafe-dnving offense that
municipal prosecutors can use to downgrade traffic
summonses against non-chronic offenders

* It authorizes municipal prosecutors to amend the
ortginal charges brought aganst a dnver to reflect a
lesser charge and penalty, and

* It authorizes municipal prosecutors to accept plea
bargain arrangements from motor vehicle law violators.

The unsafe-driving offense camies different penalties
depending on how many infractions a driver commits
within a five-year penod

A first offense will be subject to a fine between $50
and $150, but no new motor vehicle penalty points.

A second offense will carry with 1t a fine of $100 to
$250 with no points, and a third offense will be subject
to $200 to $500 fine.

For a third offense within a five-year period, motor
vehicle points may be assessed.

“There needs to be a uniform standard 1n plea bar-
gams that protects the public and the integnty of the
court system,” said Bateman

Cohen said “Municipal plea bargains have long been
a means to keep local traffic courts operating efficiently
and effectively.”

Seniors Gear Up For Election Challenges

is not about to disappear But let’s be honest. the nigh
thmg to do 15 to make modest changes to Social Secunty
soon so that future generations get not just 75 percent of
pronised benefits, but 100 percent [.et's demand that
the candidates deal with the reality of Social Scecurity
and not the myths ™

The group's New Jersey State President joined the
hundreds of AARP members who actually signed the
Voter Express bus to show candidates that the election
process must be driven by people, not money, and to
remforce the importance of being an informed voter
Askim, who boarded the AARP Voter Express in
Philadelphia. explained “I"ve already seen so many peo-
ple who believe things can change if you take control
and get mvolved in the election process. We don’t tell
people who to vote for, but we do tell them to vote ~ In

New Jersey. AARP represents more than 1 3 million
members age 50 and above, or 50 percent of the S0-plus
population And, they do vote Although only 17 per-
cent of the total population, Americans over age 60
accounted for 28 percent of the total vote in 1998, and
this year that percentage may be higher

For those New Jersey residents yet to be regis-
tered to vote, AARP also provides a simple way to
do so through 1ts on-line voter registration partner-
ship with American Online and MCI called
“BeAVoter com " More than 50,000 Americans have
already registered this year through the site.

AARP 1s nonpartisan and educates the public
about 1ssues of concern to older Americans and
their famihies through voters guides, 1ssue work-
shops, and candidate forums.

New Jersey residents can follow the daily journey of
AARP’s Voter Express—or sign the pledge in support of
a prescription drug benefit as part of Medicare-by visit-
ing the AARP Webplace at www aarp.org

AARP is the nation’s leading orgamzation for
people age 50 and older It serves their needs and
interests through information and education,
advocacy, and community services which are pro-
vided by a network of local chapters and experi-
enced volunteers throughout the country.

“The Legislature has responded by fixing the svstem
1o protect the mntegrity of the municipal courts while
ensunng that chronic offenders of motor vehicle law
stil} get pumshed,” saxd Russo

“If criminals can often take advantage of the
plea bargain process, shouldn’t the same opportu-
nity be avatlable for motorists who don’t abuse
the system?” said Wismiewsk1.

Allan and Small
on Immaeculata
Dean’s List

AREA—Immaculata College students who merited
inclusion in the Spring 2000 Dean’s List includes local
residents Jenmifer Allan of Old Bridge and Kazzandra
Small of Sayreville

To attain Dean’s List status, a student must achieve
a grade point average of 3.7 on a scale of 4.0.

Immaculata College, a Catholic, comprehensive lib-
eral arts college, is located 20 miles west of

Philadelphia, south of the intersection of routes 30 and
352, between Paoli and Exton.






