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Officers at the South Amboy Boat Club stand to the right _ ^
as past Commodore Joe Applegate raises the last flag - *
during Opening Day ceremonies last Saturday. The club
is now in Its forty-third year.
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Harbor Lights shining brightly as
city's newest family restaurant

The lirsl ihiny you notice when yen w;dk (hrong)i die
doors A\ Harbor Lights, Souih Amhny's newest ;ind most
spacious riinnlyre.staiir.int ami loimct\i*rtf iliree hujie framed
photos showing, in^seiineiKre. ,i w.ivj^crjsliiiij.1 .(iz.uiisi it
lighthouse. (Jlance'to the leU jnd ^OIHI srf an oblong
Viciorian har teaturnif: siametl ;.'l.iss window^* Look to the
right am! you'll see <i dining mum with many ships wheels on
the walls and nautical decor all around.

It's obvious and il only lakes a minute to realize it:
Harbor Lights is like no other restaurant and lounge in this
city. Thais one reason why General Manager, Bob
McDonald; Restaurateur and Designer. Jeff Shame; and
Executive Chel, Rich Drake feel like they have a hit on their
hands with this place.

It seems like "a can't miss,' especially when the chet
is a graduate o! the French Culinary Institute in New York and
is fresh from a five year stint as Executive Chet at the
Woodbridge Sheraton. Or. when the Restaurant Designer is
capahlc of heading up a team who transformed in just under
one year, a bar named hitso higarlys into the restaurant
showplace of the city.

The unique and classy looks ol the place and the
socially dishes they serve up - including lobster pie. stuffed
pork chops and chicken francaise are not the only reasons why
McDonald feels people will enjoy their visits to the new place
in town at the corner of South Broadway and John Street.

Harbor Lights owner Jeff Shaute, left, with manager
Bob Macdonald

"We, of course, wanted a place that served great
food," said McDonald. But just as important, we wanted to
open a place lhai everyone can feel sale and comfortable
coming to. We wanted a place you can bring your kids to."
"We have a number of couples who are already regulars here.
They're in their 4()s or ?0s and they tell us they were looking
for a middle-of-the-road place where they could go for a quiet
drink or to have a reasonably priced good dinner. Or, a place
where they could hear soli musing in the background and carry
on a conversation with each other across a table without
having to scream over blaring noise. That's just the kind of
feedback we want to hear, because that's just the kind of place
we have."

McDonald said that customer feedback was also
critical in forming the final menu.

"Since we opened in May. we have been asking our
customers how they like it here. That meant commenting on
the food, the price, the atmosphere -- everything. We listened
to their comments and acted on some suggestions. In fact, the
menu was changed four times based on their input. In this
business, if you don't listen closely to your customers, you
won't be around for long."

McDonald knows all bout restaurant customer
relations. As a former manager of restaurants in the Red
Lobster and Charlie Brown chains, and as manager of a
catering facility in North Jersey called, "Skylands at
Randolph," he knows that when customers talk, you'd better
listen.

When it came to creating just the right look and
atmosphere for the place, McDonald called on his friend, Jeff
Shaute, Manager of Falcon Electrical Contractors, a South
Amboy-based company.

"We started gutting Fatso's last July and by January
of 1999, we were 99 percent completed," Shaute said. "We
employed only people from South Amboy and some of our
folks at Falcon Electric. We're all pretty happy with the final
result. With the Victorian bar and stained glass windows to
the open design of the dining room, we think we've built a
place the people of South Amboy will be proud of."

It wapdft upscale atmosphere -- plus a longing to
return to his hometown that enticed Rich Drake to take the job

as Executive Chef at Harbor Lights when the opportunity
presented itself.

"I'm proud of South Amhoy." he said. "I really think
the city is moving in the right direction. A restaurant and
lounge like this is just what ihe city needs to help put them on
the map. The people here are friendly and diners will find our
menu is great, there's something lor everybody here.

That's for sure. McDonald and company can help
people with their banquets, parties, wedding receptions and
meetings. There are happy hours on Monday through Friday
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. and a lounge menu. There are daily
blackboard specials and a children's menu. There is take out
service available.

An appcti/er menu features OUT a do/en items from
standard linger food like buffalo wings and mo//arella sticks
to more unusual ones, like fried calainari or shrimp poppers.
A M-item entree menu features steak, chicken and seafood
dishes, eight pasta items are on another part ol the menu.
Desserts like carrot cake and oreo cream cake are also
available for the on caloric conscious.

In addition, every weekday brigs diners a different
specialty item. Mondays arc pasta nights. Tuesday features
sieaks, Wednesday is barbecue ribs and chicken night, on
Thursday it's pork chops and Friday is seafood night. And
prices for all of the main meals range from about S10 to SIS.

Thedmmg room can scat up to 1 Si) people. The 32
tables in the lounge can scat another 50 folks and 50 more can
sand at the har. Tluru bar stools surround the bar,

And, about the bar. There ,uv eight draft beers there.
Shaute proudly says, "we serve the coldest beer in town and
always in frosieJ glasses.' Because of Shame's friendship
with dick Yuengling. owner of Vuengling's Brewery, Harbor
Lights was chosen to he the first bar in the stale to serve
Yeungling's new- light beer on tap.

"We want to be very involved with all civic
organizations in town." said McDonald. "Whether it's the
Veterans or softball or soccer leagues, we want to be part of
the community." *

McDonald already is involved. He's a commander of
Disabled American Veterans Chapter 67, a member ol" the
South Amboy and Sayreville Rotary, the American ix'gion and
he also works with the Boy Scouts Troop #s>5.

Shaute is a Trustee in the Middlesex County 200
Club and a member of the 200 Club of Ocean County. He has
been an active member of the International Brotherhood ol'
Electrical Workers for 25 years and is also involved with the
Elks, the South Amboy Boat Club and the Knights of
Columbus.
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"The All SeasonCooling System Specialists"

Complete Automotive Cooling Repair!
Radartor Repairs

Rod Core
Reooros

o Radiator Parts & Repairs

727-3868
i4ed Of Tlie Same Old Salon?
Come see us for personalized service...

xperience

(DAtr

Our Services Include:
Hair • Manicures

ing • Therapeutic Massage

ulge 4burself Pft<Ai

(^AVEDA

Talkin' Heads
H a i r S a l o n

A Full Service Unisex Hair Salon
(732) 721 7 0 6 0

122 S. BrouJwny Avc. • Soutli Amixiy. N.J.

AMBOY ADVANTAGE BANKING
The ultimate in banking value and convenience!

Add value 10 your banking relationship at Amboy National Bank with
Amboy Advantage Banking, a powerful banking package that provides you
with enhanced products, preferred rates, and complimentary services- such
as not one, but two checking accounts with no monthly fees.

COUNT THE BENEFITS
YOU on

• Free personalized custom checks

> Free MAC and NYCE transactions
at any ATM

• Free MAC and Check Card purchases

» Higher ATM and Check Card limits

• Higher-yielding Asset Management
Account

» Free standard size safe deposit box
or 15%dtscount on larger box where
available

• Preferred rate offers on Time Deposit
Accounts

• Automatic overdraft protection

• Free telephone banking

• Preferred rate on home equity loans

• Discount on mortgage applications

• Monthly combined statement

IT'S EASY TO QUALIFY
Check the list below Then, select the
one qualifying option that's best for you.
Us your choice
Maintain a minimum combined balance of
$5,000 in an Advantage Checking and/or
Asset Management or Statement Savings
Account, or

Keep a minimum of $20,000 in a Time
Deposit Account (CD), or

1 Maintain a minimum balance of
$20,000 in an Individual Retirement
Account URA), or

' Have a home equity loan or line of credit
with a balance of $ 15,000 or more, or

> Have a mortgage balance of $100,000
or more

Amboy Plroctt 1-S00-94-AMBOY

A AMBOY

MEMBER FOIC

Amboy National Bank
100 North Broadway • South Amboy • (732) 721-0187

www: amboybank.com
Other offices in Middlesex, Monmouth, Mercer and Somerset Counties

w A $20 QO monthly fee applies should Amboy Advantage balance requirements not be met
Other financial institutions may surcharge your use of their ATM's


