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Blue Cross Fumbles the Ball

Healthcare provider limits hospital choice

New Jersevs Trgest health msurer. Blue Cross and Blue Shicld of New Jersey.
snrouneed that they wonld steerts customers o selected hospitals moa statewide “Select

Hospral Network ™ Towas annonnced that the move would be a fundamental chinge i the
way the healtheare provader does busiess,

The new system will restmict the Blue Cross and Bloe Shield customers freedom ol
chorce. Fiftv-sivhealtheare facthties statewide were chosen. Several magor urhan hospitals
were notselected.

Adversely altected by this new polies are area hospatals, namels - the South Amboy
Memorial Hospataland the both divisions of the Raritan Bav Medica Center, Perth Amboy
and Old Brdge . The Sonth- Ambov Memoral Hospital, the smallest Middlesex County
hospitad with Tod beds s the county s Tareest phvehanie headtheare tacihity and s sand 1o
be continuing to negotite with the msurer. Rartan Bay Medical Center with both s
drvisions, s Maddlesey County's Targest hospital.

For a Blue Cross-Blue Shield member that resides e erther Somth Amboy” or
Sayreville. st means they would have to trivel over 10 niles o get the care they need.

Localphyactans whohave tormed assocuations over the vears with the two abovesrea
facthties now have to torm new alltances with other hosprtads or loose therr patients. Many
“network” hospitials are notcarrently eatertnmng new physaiaan tes. Socaphysician that
his i Large pereentage of his paticnts imsured by Blue Cross- Bloe Shicld would be severely
imnjured.

Blue Cross othicaals sind the new system s o torm ot President Chinton s healtheare
reform., numaged compenton” to be unverled the end of this month, This means the
healtheare providers: doctors, hosputals and the msaranee compames would pom together
to torm networks that would compete for customers.

The New Jersey Hosprtal Associanon, a group that represents the state's 116 acute
care and speciality hospitals, said o supports the "managed competiiion” concept but that
the selection process could hiave been better structured. A mecting between the assocration
and the wsurer has been set for this week.,

Hluc t cas o ithasd s deciston on g number of factors mcluding range of acute
care services and amount of Blue Cross subscribers that use the hospital as well as the
number of Blue Cross physicians that are aflihated with the facihity. Othcials from the
provider stressed the decisions were strictly “bottom hine™ orientated.

Blue Cross subsenibers over 65 with "Medigap” coverage would be unaftected by this
move. Also, emergency room service would be continued at all New Jersey hospitals,

The change would take place over the next few months.,

Tree Planting Ceremony - An Eanh Day/Arbor Day Tree Planting ceremony was
recently held at the new Second Street Park. The ceremony was sponsored by the

South Amboy Shade Tree Commission and Recreation Department. Local Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, Brownies, and Daisies planted pine seedlings in
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Health Insurance
Under Fire

New Jersey Crtiven
Action has called a rally tor
national health care for Sun-
day. May 16,1992 The rally
will show President Clinton
and the N1 Congressional
Delegannion  ihe
erassroots displeasire with
health wsurance and  drug
COMpPanICs.

The rally will provide
a potiical counterwerght to
the health care mdusiney
intense lobbving cftorts on
Capitol Hitl

They are seekmg op-
portuities for thewr spokes-
personstobenterviewed for
talk shows. feature stones,
news articles, reactions o

strong

polls, cte.

They can provide you
wath health experts who can
plamlby and concisely speak
on the complex health care
proposals connung out of
Washington. They alsohave
victims ot the health care
svatem and orgamzation s
who are mobilizing thew
membership tor the rally,

New Jersey Citizen
Action 1 the state's largest
consamier coahition.

Post Office Plans

Appreciation Week

The South Amboy, NJ
Post Office. located at 209
South Broadway, South
Amboy, will hold customer
appreciation weck May 15 -
21, 1993,

On Thursday. May 20,
1993, at 11:00 am there will
be the raising of anew POW -
MIA flag honoring the miss-
ing personnel ot the Viet-

Nam c¢ra; by Wilhiam
Robinson and William
LaRocco, veterans of  the

Viet-Nam wur who are cm-
ployces of the South Amboy
Post Ottice.

Newly  appomnted
PostMaster Tom Wilson
said, "The Post Office 1s ap-
precrative to our community
1Ll support of our business,
W WHLLE WO CXPress Gur ap-
Preciion o out custormers
and we are mviting everyone
tocome tosiay helloandiecarn
what we do.”

the park.
meomzeN  ovee | PETERSON
S'h b creo | PHARMACY |
S A PUBLIC LIBRARY
2ND ST & STEVENS AVE .
S AMBOY NJ Mon. - Fri. 9 AM - 9 PM
08879 Sat. 9 AM -7 PM
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Moran Announces
Candidacy

Ted Moran

South Ambov Resdent. Ted Moran, recently announced

this candidacy for the [9th Assembly Seat which includes

South Amboy and Savreville.

He and his ronmmyg mate, Manon LiPira are running as
independents as the People's Choice tor the General Assem-
hly. This ticket s headed by Lenny Sceadelsky for State
Scenmor, Alsoonthe neketare Anna Faves and Sameoveniola,

‘It became clear 1o us that both major political parties
only concern is with their own agenda, and they don't care
about the real problems that {ace ordinary working
people.."stated Moran. "The problems that the people of
Sayreville and South Amboy face, and the questions they ask
are not so perplexed that they require imllions of dollars 1n
governmental studies and years of debate. To the contrary,
all the people want i honest answers and decistve action,
Questons suchas, will Thave ajobin the mormng, or will my
parents and grandparents be able to pay the taxes and keep
the tamily home, are questions that eftfect the discussions
around the dinner table.”

Something that means a lot o Moran is the issue of
racism. He feels that whit happened m Sayreville over the
YMCA and the proposed temple 1 not pecuhar to Sayreville,
because no one 1S mmune.

"I know Barbara Kilcommous . and even though we
arc ondifferent camps thiselection. Fwanteveryone toknow
that she is not an eval person. In her heart she s @ good
person.,”  explains Moran. "Barbara saw a horror from
Waco, Texas, and had a reacton to something thin was
unknown to her. L on the other hand, personally know many
Hindu Indians, and they are just hike the whites, blacks,
hispanics, Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, and Jews Tknow.
There are good and bad people in every race and rehgion, |
hate, with i passion, murderers, rapists, and child molesters,
and T make no distinction as to whether or not the rapist is
Christian or Hindu. | don't know why God directs one soul
o be born white, while anotheris born black. Why are some
bibies born m o nch Lmihies, and others are bom poor? |
trust i God for those apswers.” he sand,

Ted Moran states that hatimg 1s so casy, heahng o hurt
is hard, but nothing of value is ever casy. [tdoesn’tmatter if
it's a boy or girl, black, white, or yellow. He doesa't care if
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AROUND THE TOWNS

Mayor John T. 0'Leary's
Letter to the Citizens

&

Dear Citizens:

Winter is over and Spring has sprung’' | hope you
all are enjoying the lovely Spring weather we have had
lately. Let's hope it continues for a long while

Spring is also a busy time for our City Govern-
ment.

We expect our Broadway Phase i1l Reconstruc-
tion project to be completed within two weeks provid-
ing the weather cooperates | want to thank the
businesses and the residents in the construction area
for patiently enduring the many inconveniences pre-
sented during this project

| am sure that once the hnal results of the
construction are evident we will all be pleased and
proud of the improvements

The City Engineer s presently drawing up the bid
specifications for Phase 1V for which we have received
a grant of $200.000.00 from the New Jersey Depan-
ment of Transportation Once we recewve the bid
prices on Phase V. the Council members and | will be
in a position to decide the area of Broadway to be
included in the Phase IV project

| am pleased to announce that the City Council
and | have received word from our Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator Rich Johnson that the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be re-
imbursing South Amboy $14.000 00 for salary and
equipment costs we were forced to expend on the
clean up and repairs from the Noreaster that hit the
New Jersey Coast this Winter We expect FEMA
officials to be forwarding the check to the City within
the next several weeks. My thanks goto Rich Johnson
for working 10 secure these funds for the City.

At our last Council meeting the City Council
approved a Resolution authorizing an application 1o
the Middlesex County Department of Housing and
Community Development fora $10.000.00 Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA) Comptiance Project Grant.
The City will utilize these funds to make renovations to
our Senior Citizen Center building to facilitate compti-
ance with the ADA. The renovations will consist of
widening the doorways and bathroom renovations.
This project is especially important so we can ensure
that access to our Senior Center building can be
enjoyed by all our seniors.

| expect the work on this project to be completed
by the Fali season

it was my pleasure recently participate in an
Earth Day/Arbor Day tree planting ceremony spon-
sored by our City Shade Tree Commission and Recre-
ation Depantment.

The ceremony was held at our new Second
Street Playground where our local Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, Cub Scouts, Brownies and Daisies planted
pine seedlings in recognition of our mutual community
responsibility to nurture, cherish and improve the
quality of our environment.

I think the kids had an enjoyable time and gained
therealization that each of us has the ability to improve
our world's environment, by improving our community
environment.

My thanks to our Shade Tree Commission mem-
bers and mary Lou DeBlis, Superintendent of Recre-
ation for their efforts in coordinating this event as well
as to all the scouts who participate.

Until next time, my best to you and your families
and may God bless.

MayorJohn T. O'Leary

TILING

. Fully Insured Romodeling
opaies
Deal with Owner Kichons
1.72227'535035 New lnstallalions

8. Amboy, N.J.
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Memorial Day Parade
Plans Finalized

Sponsored by the South Amboy Disabled American
Veterans this vear, the cinv's Memonal Day parade has been

scheduled for Sunday. May 300 1993 at 1 pm.

Oldest Living Veteran

This year's parade Wil const ol various marchmg
anits ncluding veteran's eroaps. foats, and antique cars.
The parade will honor tie Amencans thatsenved honorably
m five wars, and tor the tirst e also honor women tat
werved m these wars, The honors were bestowed on e
following peoples Oldest Fivene Veteran - Adam Rzephi
Gold Star Mothers - Mo Viremua Grant and Naso Jovee
Davies: Grand Mistesses - Wordd War L Emply Cacc World
Warll Anne M Mason Korean War - Sitah MeMahonand
Jean Supchak: Vicimam War o Jounne Ncstempsha and
Carmen Dehkat Perstan Galt - Sharon Fodator Grand
Marshal's - Wrold W I fames Campbell ind Waliham
Marshall: Korean War - loe Jessups Victnam War
Castellano: Peestan Gult - L John O'Conne,

Modified Development
Plan OK'd in Sayreville

The Kaplan at LaMer deyvelopment wite, located off
Emston Road near Cheesequake State Park, already has
constructed 174 umits.

On Apnl 29 approval was granted by the Sayreville
Planmng Board for the moditied pla which wil include
FS24 mula-tamaly dwelling,

Prelimnary approval tor the project was geanted in
FOXT. and there are six remaming phases of the project in
need of completion. (JOHS)

- Joseph

OPE _Monday - Saturday 10 AM-10 PM
= Sunday 1 PM - 9 PM

Love is...
Having A Dentist Who
Cares!

IT'S A CARING APPROACH TC DENTISTRY
USING TODAY'S TECHNOLOGY & TENDER
LOVING CARE TO GIVE YOUR CHILD THE
MOST COMFORTABLE DENTISTRY EVER!
¢ INFANTS THRU TEENS
¢ 24 HR. EMERGENCY CARE

* PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY
* SPECIALTY LICENSE #3274

hildren's
ental
are

CAVAN BRUNSDEN, D.M.D.

Capital Comments

It all started with o newspaper article back m Febry.
ary. It reported the State Deparament of Education’s sup-
pression of a contidential report that found 118" self-touted
®th grade basic skitls test to be extremely Hawed.

The tront-page article
pomted out the cxastencee of
“sertous problems” an New
Jersev's school testimg pro-
gram, and apparent ctiorts
on the part ot Deparoment of
Educatnion cmplovees 1o
cover up tar reaching prob
fems that have plagoed the
ChLIFE tesling progrim.

Steve Mikulak

My colleagues and Thin the Republican Assembly

couldn'tagree more. Andonce azainmstead ob just Gillhomy
about the problem. we setout o wddiess it That s why o
spectat meetng of the Assembly Bduciiton Commtiee was
called recently by charmuan fohn Roceo,

There s no doubr that the squelched report rases
sertons questions sthout the validhny ol the state's early
warning testny proviame wineh was destened 1o wdentiy
students who are at nsk of Lulime the new Yhth arade tes
that sets eraduapson stndards Tos known as the Tl
School Proncieney Tost cHSPT .

The overwhelmme fadore rate ol the basic skilis es
—twronghy sdentiticd close to S.000 stadents as candidates
forremedial clisses - Cleards demonstrates the detenor
ton ol the state s multmtbon-dollar school testmy pro.
eram and highhiehis the waste of tn dotlirs trivolonsy
spentona proecam tit has been alfow ed o votrom bad ©
worse. The state spent over 2 nmialhion on the provem las
vear. Pepartmentolhiculsare expected toash tor twiee tha
amount ths vear. Talk about chutzpa,

It the report made anythimg clear - - 10s that New
Jersey's multinulhon-doltar school testing program s ¢
raging fatlure. and not our students.

The guestion that must be answered 1s, what was
hehind the state's faulty decision to admamister a <kl tes
formulated at great expense by subeontractors of the Edu-
cation Department. espeaally when credible standardized
tests were already avanlable?

o .
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