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City Shocked by Rall Tragedy

Hundreds of mourners fitled St Mary's Chorch February 15th

to pay their finad respects e Sean PoMeCarthy, a 24-year-old
law student, whowas Killed Bebruary | 2th when he was struck
hy aNew Jersey Transinrun i the South Amboy train station
onhis wiy to chisses at Scton Hatl Unaversity,
Ao averflowing tlower car led the procession from the funeral
parlor to the church. In i moment of chilling irony, mourners
heard the whisties of contmuter trains as they passed through
South Amboy just prior 1o and just after the church service.
Following the Mass, family and friends, who came to South
Amboy from as far away as ltaly, formed a procession of cars
which stretched from the church to St. Mary's cemetery on
Washington Avenue, more than ahalf mile away.
Locally, the news of the tragic death of the popular South
Amboy native spread quickly through the small community.
Reactions ranged from disbelief and shock at theloss of sucha
young, pronusing individual to great sympathy for his close-
knil family. Those close to the family could only describe the
events as “an absolute nightmare.”
According 1o South Amboy police, the accident occurred at
about ¥:10 a.m. as McCarthy was rushing to catch the 8:11
a.m. eastbound train headed to Newark. Carrying his school
books, McCarthy apparently crossed over the closed gate al
the Augusta Street crossing and began walking over the
ratlroad tracks, failing to see an oncoming westbound rain
enroute to Matawan, said Kathleen Donahue, a spokesperson
for NJ Transit.
He was pronounceddead at the scene at 8:29 a.m., police satd.
Det. Sgt. Raymond Durski, who is also president of the South
Amboy Board of Education, called McCarthy a "nice kid who
had a promising future ahead ot him.”
Described as an excellent student by his teachers at every
level, McCarthy graduated from American University in
Washington, DC, in May, 1990 with a degree in Political
Science and History. While there, he served as an intera with
Rep. Bernard Dwyer for a year and a half, and was elected to
the local Neighborhood Planning Council, a governmen
bodyestablished todevelopcommunity programs,
"Sean was a fine young man, one of the most promising
interns I've ever had in my Washington office,” said Dwyer,
"His death is an absolute tragedy. It is beyond words, really.
All [ can do is pray that his family finds the strength o get
through this ordeal,” he added.
After graduating, McCarthy worked for 8 year as an aide to
Sen. Frank Lautenberg. "Sean was an outstanding young
person who wanted to make a contribution. He was a young
man who worked closely with mie for a year, and I knew him
well. Tadmired and respected him greatly. Our hearts go out to
his family and friends,” Lautenberg said.

According 1o Debbie Curto, an aide in Lautenberg's Newark
office, McCarthy drove the seaatar when he was in New

Jersey and worked onanuriber ol constitient cases.
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very tamibiar with the student loan process and helped
students get toans,” Curto saud. “You aren’t going to find a
“sheadded.

Those who knew McCarthy at Seton Hall law school were also
stunned by the tragedy. "We at Seton Hall Law School are
shocked and deeply saddened by this terrible tragedy. Sean
McCarthy was a fine student with a promising futurc and was
well-liked by all whose lives he touched during his short time
in our midst,” said Barbara Grady, assistant dean for student
services.

McCarthy was very involved in the community, including
working a number of local elections for the Democratic party.

meer person than Scan,

Last year, he unsuccessfully ran for a seat on the South
Amboy Board of Education, losing by a mere 39 votes.
McCarthy was a 1986 graduaie of St. Mary's High School,
Under his photoin the school's yearbook, he said his goal was
"to graduate from American Universily and be a successful
national politictan.”

During his four years at St. Mary's, McCarthy's activitics
included basketball, tennis and soccer, he also sesved on the
class senate and Olympics of the Mind debate team as well as
the school yearbook.

Teachers at the high school who knew McCarthy described
him as bright and intuitive. "He was liked by his teachers and
students alike,” said assistant principal Eugenc Malhame,
who wis MeCarthy's freshman history teacher.

“He wias anabsolutely fabulous boy,” said Margaret Connors,
ateacher ar St Mary's Grammar School who tiaght him for
shic added,

three e, He s vorng tobe sadly onssed,”
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Kindergarten
Registration Set
Registration of pupils entering
the South Amboy Elementary
School for the 1992/43 school
year will be held in the
Principal's Office on Saturday,
March 21, 1992, from9 AM 10

12 Noon.

Pupils must be five years of
age on or before November 1,
1992, Birth cenificates of all
pupils must be presented at this
time for verification together
with the fotfowing:

*A complete DPT series
with a booster not less than six
months afler the preceeding
shot: plus @ booster given at 4
years of age.

*A complete series of polio
vaccine with a booster not less
than six month's after 1he
preceeding shot; plus a booster
givenat4 years of age.

*Measles, mumps and
rubella vaccine 1s required.
An ambloyopia (lazy eye) test
will be administered to all

during time of registration.

Principal Named to
"Who's Who"

Mrs. Ann Snee, Principal of St
Muary's Elementary Schood in
South Amboy, has been
nominated to be listed in the
second edition of "Who's Who
Among America’s Teachers.”
Janet Rzepka, a former student
of St. Mary's, nominated Mrs.
Snee. Only students who have
achieved academic excellence
are  invited  to  submit
nominations of a teacher that
made a ditference in his or her
lite, and only 5% of the
nation’s lcachers receive this
acknowledgment. Abiogra-
phical profile and a dossier of
Mrs. Snec’s achicvements will
be entered in the 1992 edition.
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PCB's Found
at Rail Site

High levels of hazardous
chemicals have been found
near a train storage facility
above Augusta Street.

Over 100 soil samples were
taken by  environmemal
workers and found the PCB
levels varymng from non-
detectable to 180X parts per
million.
The allowabic state level for
PCB's ina non-public areais 2
parls per million,
Thereappears to be nothreat to
the 1100 commuters thal use
the South Ambaoy rail station,
however,
The employees that work at a
shed thatis located just outside
the contaminated area would
be relocated.
The PCB's arc¢ said 1o be a
butldup ol chemicals over a
period of time. Some rail
equipment containing trans-
formers are insulated with oil
and PCB's.

Second Graders

Welcome Children

Miss Mury Venwn and her
second grade class at St
Marys  welcomed  three
physically handicapped child-
ren from Middlesex Day
Traming Center in Avenel. All
the children shared a snack
together, colored pictures and
visited other classes. Many of
the St Mary students sode in a
wheelchair, It was a wonderful
opportunity for the children
and everyone is hoping for
thetrreturn,

A special thanks goes to Rosa
Serrano, occupational therap-
ist at Middiesex Day Care and
to the second grade mothers
that escorted the children to St
Mary's; Christine Wailt and
Niple Phitlips .

Boat Club
to Host Cadets

The South Amboy Boat Club
will play host to cadets from
the Polish  frigate, Dar
Mlodziezy on Friday, July 3,
1992 at 4 PM. The ship will
participale in OpSail '92 being
held the following day.
Arrangenwents  are

finghzed  with  the

Embassevin New York,

being
Polish
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AROUND THE TOWNS

Mayor John T. 0'Leary's
Letter to the Citizens

a
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Dear Citizen's:

in my last column. | shared my concem with you

regarding the proposed conversion of South Amboy
Hospital to a mental health facility.

| would like to take this opportunity to update you on
some developments conceming our response to the
proposal.

First, our state legislators and | have expressed our
opposition to the New Jersey Department of Health
based on our communities' need for the continued
operation of a full service hospital for our City and
surrounding area.

Secondly, Councilwoman Claire Reilly met with the
South Amboy Hospital's Board of Govemors on
February 19, 1992 to discuss a cooperative effort
between City and hospital officials to demonstrate the
need for a full service hospital to the New Jersey
Department of Health. which originally proposed the
change to amental health facility

Third, on February 20. 1992, Councilman Jim Reick,
Assemblyman Steve Mikulak, South Amboy Board of
Govemor's President Frank Kurzawa, Hospital
Administrator v Diamond and | attended a town
meeting along with 130 of our interested citizens to
tormulate our action plan

Assemblyman Mikulak promised to keep in close
contact with New Jersey Department of Health and do
allhe cantoprevent the proposedchange.

The people in attendance signed a petition which will
be presented to the New Jersey Department of Health
expressing opposition to the proposed change.

In addition, sample letters were distributed to the
attendees who were encouraged to use these sample
letters and send similar letters expressing opposition

to South Amboy Hospital becoming a mental health
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facility to our state legislators, Governor Florio and
Frances Dunston, Commissioner of the New Jersey
Depariment of Heaith.

Assemblyman Mikulak indicated that the final decision
on South Amboy Hospital's fate will take two to three
months.

Anyone wishing to express theiropposition can write to
the following officials:

Governor Jim Florio

CN 001

State House

Trenton, NJ 08625-0001

Frances Dunston, Commissioner
NJ Dept. of Health

CN 360

Trenton, NJ 08625-0360

State Senator Randy Corman
449 Washington Road
Sayreville, NJ 08872

Assemblyman Stephan A. Mikulak
521 Amboy Avenue
Woodbridge, NJ 07095

Assmblyman Emest L. Oros
1000 Route 9

Woodbridge, NJ 07095 =~
It you would like a sample letter, please call my

office at 727-4600. With your help we will be
successtul in keeping our hospital. Until next time, my

best to you and your families and may Godbless.

Mayor John T. O'Leary

City Shocked

Continued from Front Page
McCarthy was a member of the South Amboy Irish-American

Association and acommunicant of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic
Church, He was a member of the Phi Theta National History
Honor Society.
He is survived by his father, Jack; his mother, Florence; and a
sister, Colleen.

SOUTH AMBOY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

P. O. BOX 3082
SOUTH AMBOY, Nj 08879

MEETING SCHEDULE - 1992

All meetings will begin with workshop meeting at 7 PM
to be followed immediately by business meeting. All

meetings are held at the South Amboy City Hall, 140
North Broadway, South Amboy, New Jersey 08879

Wednesdty Wednesday
February 19, 192 March 18,1992
Wednesday Wednesday
April 15,1992 May 20, 1992
Wednesday . Wednesday
June 17,1992 July 15,1992
Wednesday Wednesday
August 19, 1992 September 16, 1992
Wednesday Wednesday
October 21, 1992 November 18, 1992
Wednesday
December 16, 1992
Dianne Magnifico
Executive Director

Contest Winners

Pictured above i1s Mayor John T O'Leary, MaryLou
DeBlis, Recreation Superintendent and the Applegate
family.

The South Amboy Recreation Department’s First Annual

Christmas Decorating Contest was held in December.
Judging took place on December 16, 199 1. MaryLou DeBlis,

Recreation Superintende nt announced the winners were:
Most Quistanding: The English family at 94 Pupek Road
Most Beauntul: The Applegate fannly at 4534 Wilmont St.
Most Original; The Duchhinski Famuty at 452 Wilmont St.
Best Dressed (Country): The Enghish fanuly at 359 Main St
Most Spectacular (Lighis): The Wyzykowski family at 426

AugustaSt.

Best Store Front: O'lreland.1 30N. Broadway
At the February 11, 1992 City Council meeting, Mayor John
T.O'Learypresented certificates to the winners.

Hoffman High School

Honor Roll

The folowing students at Hotman High School have earned

honors for the second cycle:

Grade 12
Keith Erickson, Amy Poland, Apnl Pluskota, Samantha
Pieklo, Beth Ann Pearson, Michelle Szaliga, Mary Purcell,
Jenniter Ramer. Kevin Sturgis, Aaron  Sargeant, Dan

Wunderlich and Liv Samul.

Gradell
Kyle Murphy, Robert Olsen, Laura Sing and Bridget

Shannon.

Grade 10
Ronald Ross, Lori Standowski, Amy Hoehman and Beth Ann

Gregorski.

Grade9
Cheryl Christensen, Kristen Henry, Heather Jankowski,
Nancy Kurtiak, Kevin Manion, Kristen Pasquale, Michael

Quirk and Ana Tolentino.

Voodoo at
Kennedy Park

A dead chicken, candles and a
"voodoo type head” were
found by police at Kennedy
Park in Parlin. Police also
found a beer bottle. a bowl and
several sodabottles.

Police said the items were
apparently used by tecnagers
for "some kind of rite"”.

Police say the incident
remained underinvestigation,

Births

The following were born at the
Robert  Wood  Johinson
Universily Hospital in New
Brunswick recently:

A son, Joshua M. Bangura, 10
Lucy Y. Moriba-Brooks and
Mohammed B. Bangura of
Sayreville on January 16,
1992.

A son, Justin Anthony Motley,
to Lisa E. and Nathan Maurice
Motley of Parlin on February
6.1992,

Weinmann
Graduates

Peter I. Weinmann, son of Mr.

and Mrs. George Weinmann of
South Amboy, graduated from

Embry-Riddle  Aeronautical
University.
Weinmann  received

Bachelor of Science degree in
Aviation Business Adminis-
tration/Aviation Administra-
tion.

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
Universityis aprivate, inde-
pendent institution  with
enrollment of 6,423 mostly
full-time students in Daytorfé
Beach, Fla., Prescott, Ariz.,
and 12,186 students enrolled gt
College of Continuing Educa-
tion with locations through-
outthe U.S. and Europe.
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