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Agency Reports on il Sill Firm Talks

Warren Rappleyea,
chairman of the Redevelop-
ment Agency, reported to
the City Council on talks with
a Washington, D.C. firm to
locate a regional office in
South Amboy.

The agency was contacted
about two weeks ago by J.
Stephen Dorrler, Northeast

Regional Manager of
Marine Spill Response Cor-
poration (MSROC),
Washington, D.C. Dorrler

asked to meet with Agency

representatives to discuss
the possibility of construc-
ting a regional oil spill
response center in South
Amboy.

The meeting was held
Sept. 10. At that time,
Dorrler outlined his plan and
stated that he would like to
have a lease agreement in
place in 6-8 weeks, Rap-
pleyea said.

MSRC, formerly known as
the Petroleum Industry
Response Organization, was
created in the aftermath of
the Exxon Valdez accident in
Prince  William  Sound,
Alaska. Following that in-
cident, the Board of Direc-
tors of the Washington, D.C.-
based American Petroleum
Institute created an Oil Spill
Task Force in April, 1989,
headed by Mobil Chairman
Allen E. Murray.

The task force concluded
that neither the federal
government, nor the oil in-
dustry had the necessary
equipment or personnel to
handle major spills.
However, it recommended
the formation of a nation-
wide network to combat such
spills, according to Rap-
pleyea.

In response, the MSRC,
and independent, privately-
financed organization was
formed.. Funding for MSRC
will be provided by a
separate, non-affiliated cor-
poration, the Marine
Preservation  Association

(MPA), whose membership
is composed of major oil
companies, the owners,
shippers and receivers of
crude oil and petroleum
products. Although MPA will
provide the financing, it will
not exercise any direction of
MSRC activites.

The Oil Pollution Act of
1990, signed into law by
President Bush on August 18,
mandates that all
organizations that handle
oil—from refineries to power
plants—have in place a
comprehensive cleanup plan
to combat oil spills. Plans
must be completed within 30
months of the bill’s approval
by the president.

MSRC will provide the
cleanup plans and equip-
ment for such firms on a con-
tractual basis. More than 20
major oil companies are
committed to support MSRC
and it has been funded at
$800,000 for its first five
years of operation.

MSRC will construct five
regional response centers in
the following areas.—Nor-
theast Region/New York-
New Jersey metropolitan
area; Port Everglades,
Florida; Lake Charles,
Louisiana; Port Hueneme,
(Southern) California; and
Seattle, Washington.

Each regional center will
be capable of responding to a
spill of up to 30,000 tons
(216,000) barrels. Should a
larger spill occur, regional
centers could join forces.
The regional centers will
also have several pre-
staging areas where equip-
ment will be warehoused and
vessels and response per-
sonnel stationed. In the case
of the Northeast Region
these pre-staging areas will
be located in Portland,
Maine; Boston; Narragan-
sett Bay, Rhode Island;
Delaware Bay; Chesapeake
Bay and Norfolk, Virginia,
Rappleyea said.

**Should the MSRC select
South Amboy it would
require approximately 6.5
acres of waterfront property
with a pier capable of ac-
commodating a crane and
water depths of 15 feet or
more,”’ Rappleyea said. .

The site would include a
100,000

trucks and equipment which
would be transported in the
event of an emergency to
carry equipment to the sit
of an accident.

A 100-foot response vessel

would be docked at the pier |

and manned 24 hours a day.

A helicopter pad for use in §

emergency situations. 10,000
square feet of office space,

as part of the warehouse §
facility. A 10,000 to 15,000 §

square-foot maintenance
facility, mainly for cleaning
purposes, also as part of the

square-foot |}
warehouse that would house §

warehouse. A training and | ©

research facility.

The Regional Center
would employ about 75
people, and Dorrler believes,
will attract other ‘“‘support
and supply’’ industries to the
area, according to Rap-
pleyea.

Dorrler indicated that his
firm plans to sign a long-
term lease for the site, with
the property owner building
the facilities and being com-
pensated through the lease
agreement. Agency officials
escorted Mr. Dorrler on a
tour of the waterfront area.
Two sites, the old Sun Oil
property below David Street,
and the Coal-Docks were
viewed. Since the Sun Oil
property would require
major dredging, Dorrler ex-
pressed a preference for the
Coal-Docks site. This

location is not part of the .

Redevelopment area and is
private property. Dorrler
asked the agency to serve as
liaison between MSRC and
the property owner, Spec-
traserv. Raovlevea said.

Mrs. Valerie Sharp guideé seventh grade students Jason
Dombrowski and Lynnette Aucone through their first
microscope experiment.
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Sacred Heart Boasts New Science Lab

Sacred Heart  School
opened the doors to a new
shands-on learning experien-
ce for its students this Sep-
tember with a brand new
Science lab. ‘

A science lab equipped
with microscopes, slides and
a myriad of small animals
including frogs, fish; birds
and rabbits is now a reality
on the second floor of the
school.
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Mrs. Valerie Sharp, new to
Sacred Heart’s faculty this
year will head the 6, 7 and
8th grade Science depar-

tment and instruct the
students in  laboratory
procedure. Grades K

through 5 will use the science
lab under the guidance of
their respective classroom
teachers. Each class has
been assigned the respon-
sibility of the care and nur-
turing of one of the science
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lab’s small inhabitants.

Sister Vianney, principal
of Sacred Heart and a for-
mer science teacher, is very
proud of the new science lab.
It has been one of her
dreams to ‘‘go beyond the
pages of the textbooks,” and
“have the students ex-
perience first hand, the
harmony of the universe and
all its creatures.”
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