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Council Elects Defort President, Sooth Amboy Rotary
Charmello V.P. B e * m u m

The City Council y
Edward Jake Defort
president and Michael J.
Charmello vice president for

^990 at its annual January 1
reorganization meeting.

Defort, a councilman-at-
large, succeeds First Ward
Councilman Jack Hulsart as
president. Defort served as
vice president in 1989.

"I'd like to thank the
council for electing me
president and I hope to
reward their confidence in
me with a productive year,"
Defort said following his
unanimous election.

Defort was appointed to
the council February 2, 1987
filling the unexpired term
created when John T.
O'Leary resigned to be
sworn in as mayor. Defort
defeated one opponent in the
June 1987 primary and ran
unopposed for the unexpired
term in November 1987.

Michael J. Charmello

Charmello was appointed
to the council June 29,1987 to
fill the vacancy created by
the resignation of second
ward councilwoman Erma
Brown. He was unopposed in
the November 1987 election
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Edward J. Defort

and fended off a challenge in
the November 1988 election
to win a four-year term.
Charmello also thanked his
colleagues for their support.

All of the city's
professionals—John Lanza,
law director; James Cleary,
engineer; Joseph Hoftman,
muncipal judge; Thomas
Sheehan, grants facilatator
and Thomas Downs,
prosecutor—were reap-
pointed.

Defort was reappointed as
the council's representative
on the Planning Board and
Craig J. Coughlin was
reappointed as the council's
liaisoii to the board of health.
Chief Sworn In

Gary Gaytas was sworn in
as the city's fire chief for
1990. Gaytas succeeds
Donald "Ducky" Bratin.
John Szatkowski took over
as first assitant chief and
Chuck Pickard was sworn in
as second assitant chief. •'

At a recent meeting of the
South Amboy Rotary Club
the following slate of officers
for the upcoming year were
installed: Gregory
Wyxykowski has been
named president for a
second term. Gregory is the
owner of Gee Wiz Insurance
Brokerage located at 113 So.
Broadway, South Amboy.
Richard Najarian has been
named to a second term as
the club's secretary.
Richard is an attorney with a
local practice with his office
located at 360 Main Street,
South Amboy. Mary Simons
has been named the club's
treasurer. Mary is the
personnel director of South
Amboy Hospital. All officers
will begin thair new terms
effective July 6f 1990.

If any individual would
like to become a member of
Rotary, please contact any
of the officers listed above.

Mid-Term Exams at
H.G. Hoffman H.S.

Mid-term exams at H.G.
Hoffman High School wil be
as follows:

Wednesday, January 17 -
Full Day; Thursday,
January 18 - Full Day;
Friday, January 19 - Student
dismissal 1:45 i*m.;
Monday, January 22 - Early
dismissal 12:04p.m.

In the event of an
emergency school closing,
the schedule will be
advanced to the next day to
insure proper testing
sequence.

Gty Moves on Capital Improvements
The South Amboy City

Council this month is
expected to bring up on first
reading a 590,000 bond
ordinance for a number of
capital improvements.

At a December 18 special
meeting, Mayor John T.
O'Leary and the city council
agreed to move forward on
the improvements.

Among the projects are a
renovation and
reconstruction of the
Mechanicsville Firehouse;
resurfacing of a number of
city streets; costs for the
construction of ' iterior and
exterior improvements for
the public safety building;
purchase of a van for the
senior citizen center;
purchase of a utility pick up
truck for the Public Works
Department.

Also, purchase of a police
computer system; a police
dictaphone recording
system; communication
equipment for the fire
department; carpet and a
dance floor for the senior
citizen center and
resurfacing of the Sixth
Street tennis court,
according to Council
President Edward Jake
Defort.

Planning Board Malls
Industrial Park

To older citizens it was the
old junk yard. Today, this
parcel could become a $20
million dollar ratable to the
city.

The Planning Board will
vote January 24 on a
proposed industrial park
which will include three
25,000-square-foot office
buildings, a marina and
boardwalk. The 24-acre tract
is located on Lower Main
Street.

A technicality prevented
the planners from approving
the project at the December
27 meeting. Then it was
discovered by Gregory
Kusic, planning board
attorney, that although
public notices were sent to
residents in the area of the
proposal, the information
omitted the times and
location where the project
maps and plans could be
reviewed.

The applicants, James
Spiniello, who currently
utilizes the parcel in
question for his own
construction firm, and
Arthur Caprio, project
manager, said the first part
of the multi-phase project
would include the three
office/warehouse buildings.
Cost was put at
approximately $8 million.

If approved at the next
planning board meeting,
groundbreaking could begin
as early as April.

The project would require
approval from the
Department of
Environmental Proatection
and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Some sand would
need to be dredged from the
channel to cover a portion of
the shoreline in order to
build a marina.

The marinz size would be
determined by the types of
permits required from the
Army Corps and DEP.

According to Mayor- Jjohn
T. O'Leary, the city couJd
realize $100,000 in taxes anil
$340,000 in school tafe
revenues.

Spinello is also donating a
12,000-square-foot structure
to the city, which will be
built by the Disabled
American Veterans
building, and will be utilized
as a public safety building.
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City Board Meetings
From the desk of the City Clerk to help keep our

citizens informed during the month.
Board of Adjustment:
Planning Board:
Redevelopment Agency:
City Council
Business Meetings:

City Council Meetings:

January 10th
January 24th
January 17th

January 9th
January 16th
January 9th
January 23rd

7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

6:30p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
8:00p.m.

Judith O'Connor, City Clerk
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New Year's

Message

I extend to our city residents, our city employees and
their families, and to City Counci1 my sincere wish for a
happy, healthy, anti productive New Year.

I thank Jack Hulsart for this fair and forthright conduct
of City Council meetings during his term as City Council
President last year. We may not have always agreed on the
issues at hand, but regardless of their opinion, Jack always
made sure everyone was given an opportunity to express
their point of view at our public meetings.

To the new Council President Jake Defort, and Vice
President, Mike Charmello, I offer my congratulations for
being accorded the honor and opportunity to represent the
City Council this year.

During the past year our city has lost many good friends
who unselfishly served the citizens of South Amboy.
Namely, Jimmy Reilly, Auggie Charmello, Harry
Peterson, George Francy, Jim Harrigan, Ruth Hulit, and
George Kress. I would like to take a moment of silence in
memory of these outstanding individuals.

In 1989 Joseph Kudelka, Helen McCabe, Andy Rossman,
Jim Noble, Frank Dziekan, Carl Nemeth, and Art
Kovaleski retired from dedicated service to our City. I
thank them for their years of service and hope the coming
years bring them health and happiness.

My thanks go to Chief Donald Braun for his commendable
job in leading the South Amboy Fire Department last year.
I am very proud of our volunteers' dedication and
continuing willingness to undertake grave risks to protect
the lives and property of our residents. We are all grateful
to the members of the best volunteer fire department in the
state for their many hours of selfless service to our city.

The city will continue to place a priority toward public
safety expenditures to safeguard life and property.

To this end, the city will reconstruct the Mechanicsville
Firehouse and will construct a public safety building at
Rosewell and George Streets Through my efforts a local
developer has agreed to donate the site improvements and
building shell for the public safety building. The city will
only have to fund the interior improvements which will be
only a fraction of the normal cost of a new building.

These are only two examples of support for our new fire
chief Gary Gaytas as he leads his department into the new
decade.

Sadly, a number of fire department members passed
away last year. I would like a moment of silence to honor
the following fallen members: Frank J. Brennan, Edward
J. Faircloth, August J. Charmello, James L. Reilly, and
Joseh Casey.

We are all indebted to those fine individuals
I want to thank the members of the South Amboy First

Aid Squad for their unfailing service in all crisis situations
and again congratulate them on their 55 years of dedicated
service celebrated last year. I know that the squad, under
the leadership of Captain Ron Keegan, will continue to
reliably service our residents emergency needs in the
coming months. We are very fortunate to have such an
outstanding group of dedicated and unselfish individuals
serving our city. Their many hours of volunteer service
under Captain Betty Leveille did not go unnoticed #nd is
appreciated by all of our citizens.

The men of our city's police department also deserve my
thanks for providing high quality police protection services
to our residents in 1989. Onder the leadership of Chief Leo
McCabe, walking patrols of the Broadway business area
and our school zones were expanded; motor vehicle
enforcement was stepped up; and arrests increased
approximately ten percent. Needless to say, I am very p
proud of our police force's stellar work.

I must also thank all of our city workers for their diligent
service to our residents' needs in 1989. A special thanks
goes to our Public Works staff for their fine job on our
recycling program and city beautification projects.

(continued on page 12)
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Mile Square Talk
If you would like to forget disma! winter and smile at spr-

ing, try a visit to the 23rd annual New Jersey Trailer &
Camping show in Convention Hall, Asbury Park. Jan. 11
through 14th.

Some 140 campers of all types, from motorhomes to the
tiny tent trailer will be on display.

If camping and traveling is not your bag. it's a real
delight to look through the seed catalogs that are now arriv-
ing in the mails — you can almost get a sunburn from leaf-
ing through the pages.

Ronald Keegan, chairman-captain of our local first aid
squad disclosed that John McCloud, who is being honored
this month for his 55 years of meritorious service, answered
approximately 25,000 calls during his tenure with the squad.
That does call for a big-hand from the community for a job
well done — and he's still active, which calls for another
round of applause

On December 17th local American Legion Post No. 62
entertained local needy persons at a Christmas Party at the
Legion Home.

Santa Butch Mulvey distributed toys, goodies, and food
baskets. Members of post and the Ladies Auxiliary assisted
in the party

One out of the Medical books —
ARACHIBRITYRAPHOBIA - pronounced A-RA-KID BU
TI-RO-PHO-BI-A What is it? The fear of getting peanut
butter stuck to the rooT of your mouth. (Hypochondriacs,
please add this one to your list.)

All motor vehicle inspection stations, regional service
center, driver testing centers and agencies will be closed
Monday, January 15, in observance of Martin Luther King's
birthday.

GeneYal motor vehicle information is available around
the clock, seven days a week, holidays included, by calling
1-800-DMV-2222.

To help make filing income tax returns less confusing, the
New Jersey Society of Certified Public Accounts (NJSCPA)
is offering a free brochure to provide you with the bare
necessities of tax preparation. "A CPA's Survival Guide for
Taxpayers" offers tips on reporting income, current tax
laws, deductions and more.

For your free copy, send a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to: Tax Survival Guide, NJSCPA, 425 Eagle
Rockk Avenue, Roseland, New Jersey, 07068-1723.

The U.S. Census Bureau, a vital part of the Federal
government for almost 200 years, is getting ready for the
21st Decennial Census of Population and Housing in 1990.

A Census Bureau office for Middlesex County opened in
*New Brunswick at 259 George Street and are offering many
interesting and diversified temporary job opportunities.
Both full- and part-time positions will be available as early
as January 1990.

For information call 418-3455.

The Arthritis Foundation, New Jersey Chapter is looking
for volunteer telephone assistants. Help people with ar-
thritis by taking literature requests, describing programs,
or offering a friendly, understanding ear.

Gain vaWabje office experience. Free training is provid-
ed. For more information on this worthwhile service, call
Susan Jaffe at (201) 283-4300*.

On Tuesday, December 12, Vance Poteat and Ken
Kasiski, electrical engineers from ATT Laboratory in
Holmdel, addressed the eighth grade classes at South Am-
boy Middle School. )

Mr. Poteat discussed digital electronics which accounts
for the-fnechanism in computers.

Mr. Kasiski spoke about analog electronics whicius used
in telephones and tape recorders. Jtr

They both stressed the importance of education.
Following the discussions the students tried their hands

on operation of the electronical equipment.

Sixty luxury residences at River Ridge Terrace, an eight-
story high-rise condominium in Highland Park, will be auc-
tioned on Sunday, February 4, according to Highland Park
Tower Associates, the project's developer.

Formerly priced between $189,000 and $495,000, minimum
bids begin at $95,000.

The auction will be held at l p.m. at the Hyatt Regency
New Brunswick, Two Albany Street, in New Brunswick.

The New JerseyState Bar Foundation will sponsor a free,
public seminar concerning "Divorce Law" on January
30th, 7-9 p.m., at the New Jersey Law Center in New
Brunswick.

The conference is free, but reservations are required. En-
sure your place at the seminar by contacting th& New
Jersey State Bar Foundation, 201-249-5000, x 249.

In case you find yourself getting depressed in the dead of
winter thinking of how cold things will get — here is a
positive thought to get yoythrough it. Just tell yourself that
since December 22, the-<fays are starting to get longer.

Sacred Heart Home School Association

Annual Fashion Show & Dinner
'77/ Take Romance"

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1W0 - 7:00 P.M.

THE GARDEN MANOR
Aberdeen, New Jersey

129 per person Fashions by Moana

- For tickets call
JUOY721-1S2* or LOUISE 721-3174

* > • • *

The South Amboy Recreation Department hosted a
Christmas Party for grandparents and grandchildren.
Games, refreshments, and a visit from Santa were enjoyed
by all Pictured above are Madeline Purcell with grandson
E.J. Campbell, and Santa Claus (Mayor John T. O'Leary).

Service awards will be presented to the following
employees of E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Company, Parlin.
New Jersey during the month of January, 1990: 30 years,
Paul Bloodgood, South Amboy and 35 years, Adele Szeszko,
South Amboy.

President Bush has proclaimed the month of January Na-
tional Volunter Blood Donor Month in honor of the
selflessness and concern of Americans whose regular blood
donations help ensure that blood is available for safe and ef-
fective transfusions.

Middlesex County residents can start off the new year
right by giving blood during January at the American Red
Cross-New Jersey Blood Services in New Brunswick. Phone
(201) 828-9101.

Tracey Chionchio graduated from The Boyd School in
Puttsburgh, Pennsylvania following satisfactory comple-
tion of a four-month airline travel course. She received a
certificate in Airline Travel Career Instruction on October
13, 1989.

The course is designed to cover all aspects of the travel
field including travel agency procedures, airport pro-
cedures, reservations-airfares and car rental agencies to
name only a few.

Tracey is employed by All Points Travel in Hazlet, New
Jersey and is a former resident of South Amboy.

On Monday, December 18th, one hundred and ^en South
Amboy Middle School seventh and eighth graders dancqri
the night away at their first annual Christmas Dance. Chris
Poulsen, Jeff White, and Paul Bouchard were the D.J.s. A
great time was had by all!

Good or bad, everyone, no doubt, had an opinion of Billy
Martin, the former Yankee manager who died suddenly
Christmas Day. One of the best "Billy Stories" was one
which he told on Late Night with David Letterman about
three years ago. Martin spoke of a time when he and
Mickey Mantle went hunting. Martin said they drove up to
the ranch^Miiend of Mantle's who allowed him to hunt on
his p r o p i r ^ Mantle left Martin in the truck and went in-
side to let his friend know he was there. Inside, Mantle's
friend turned to him and asked if he would shoot the famly's
old mule which was out in the barn sick and suffering.
Reluctantly, Mantle agreed to perform the task.

Mantle then decided he'd have a little fun with Martin.
Upon entering the truck, Mantle said to Martin, "I'm so
made, the guy won't let us hunt here. I'm so made I'm gon-
na go in the shoot his mule." Martin said, "Mickey, you
can't shoot the man's mule!"

"I'm going to shoot his mule," Mantle says as he gets out
of the truck and enters the barn. As per his friend's request,
BANG! Mantle shoots the animal to put it out of its misery.
Next thing you know, Mantle hears BANG! BANG! He runs
out of the barn and there is Martin running back to the
truck.

"Billy, what did you do?" Mantle asked.
"Come on, I just shot two of his cows."

NEW LOCATION

113 South Broadway
South Amboy

721-9174

INSURANCE
BROKERAGE

Stop by our hew off left for rates on all
your insurance needs. Also ask about
tax free and tax deferred savings
plans.

Open Letter to
The Citizens

To All Citizens.
First of all, I'd like to thank my colleagues on the council

for having the confidence in me to elect me council
president for 1990.1 hope to reward their vote of confidence
with a smooth, successful and productive year. I'd
especially like to thank Councilman Hulsart for a job well
done in 1989.

1 would like to point out that the council has slightly
altered its meeting schedule for the year. The public
meetings will continue to be held on the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 p.m. (A complete schedule is
printed in this issue of The Citizen). All residents are urged
to attend and participate. However, the council workshop
meetings, which are open to the public to observe but there
is no participation, will be held on the first and third
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. This was done to avoid
any conflict with other meetings in town such as the public
board of education meetings, which are held on the fourth
Monday of the month.

Last year did have some highs, such as the designation of
a blighted area which now paves the way for the completion
of the Blight report, the start up of a new safety building
and most recently the moving forward with a number of
capital improvement projects. There were some lows such
as the apparent continuing disunity in the city.

Last month in his Citizen column, Councilman
O'Connor called for the city to move on and concentrate on
the real issues of the city. His words were met with a sign
that said: "They want a truce, we want the truth . . . " The
most telling words were the words "they" and "us." This
sign was the perfect example of the schism which has
affected our city over the past few years. Those two words
should be replaced with the word "we."

Unity is something that can only be achieved if all parties
involved want it. I was chagrined by the appearance of this
sign which called for a continued division within the city.

I'm sure we all noticed the various signs in town. But
there was one sign I did notice which ignored the negative
and emphasized the positive. This sign said,
"U.S.A.—Unite South Amboy, Now " As we all enter the
1990s, our job is not any different. Our job is to make South
Amboy the best it can be and this can be accomplished

.through unity and cooperation. Division and confrontation
are distractions which make the job at hand more difficult
and cloud the real issues facing the city.

I hope in 1990 we can move forward to what I know is a
mutual goal—the betterment of the city. And if we can
move forward with a spirit of unity it will make the job tha
much easier. There will always be disagreements but I
believe we can be opponents without becoming enemies.
One of my favorite songs in 1989 is called "Figure of Eight."
The lyrics say "Is it better to love one another than to go for
a walk in the dark/Is it better to love than to give in to
hate?/Yes, we'd better take good care of one another and
avoid slipping back off the straight and narrow/It's better
by far than getting stuck/In a figure of eight." I'd really
like the song's message, of moving ahead with a positive
outlook rather than pillowing a negative attitude bog you
down and hinder productivity, to be our message this year.
The past can't hinder our growth. It is the future we must
plan for by focusing our energies on the here and now
because now is pretty much all we've got. The call for unity
is basically extending a hand in friendship. But in order for
it to work, the person facing you must also extend the
gesture. I know my hand is out there, and it always will be
for the good of our community. Remember, the word
community contains the word unity And the word unity
contains the letters "U" and "I." And really, that's what
it's all about So Happy New Year to you all.

May I point out, that if any resident of South Amboy has
any problem which needs immediate attention, you do not
have to wait for a meeting to voice your concern, please feel
free to call on any of us or contact our business
adminstrator John Mason at City Hall.

On behalf of the council, I wish you a happy, healthy, safe
and prosperous New Year and we look forward to seeing
you all at the meetings.

Sincerely,
Edward Jake Defort

Council President

Rosemary and (ilenn Vona of Henry St.,
South Amboy are the proud parents of a baby
boy born Dec. 8, 1989. Baby Glenn Robert
weighed in at 6 lbs. 7 oz. at St. Peter's Medical
Center.

Grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Robert Leslie
and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vona « / South Am-
boy.

Great-grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Davies of Cliffwood Beach, Mrs Dot Leslie
and Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Vona of South Am-
boy.

Great-greattorandmother is Mrs: Catherine
Madsen of South Amboy.

Baby Glenn Robert wilt be christened Feb.
U, 1990 at St. Mary's Church. Godparents are
his aunt and uncle, Carol Gonsalve* and
Robert Leslie Jr.
. Congratulations to all.
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