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Coancil Elects Defort President,

Charmello V.P.

The City Council electg!f/

Edward Jake Defort
presidént and Michael J.
Charmello vice president for
*1990 at its annual January 1
reorganization meeting.
Defort, a councilman-at-
large, succeeds First Ward
Councilman Jack Hulsart as
president. Defort served as
. vice president in 1989.
“I'd like to thank the
council for electing me
president and I hope to

reward their confidence in

me with a productive year,"”’
Defort said following his
unanimous election.

Defort was appointed to
the council February 2, 1987
filling the unexpired term
created when John T.
O’Leary resigned to be

sworn in as mayor. Defort
defeated one opponent in the
June 1987 primary and ran
unopposed for the unexpired
term in November 1987.

Michae! J. Charmello

Charmello was appointed
to the council June 29, 1987 to
fill the vacancy created by
the resignation of second
ward councilwoman Erma
Brown. He was unopposed in
the November 1987 election
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Edward J. Defort

and fended off a challenge in
the November 1988 election
to win a four-year term.
Charmello also thanked his
colleagues for their support.

All of the city’s
professionals—John Lanza,
law director; James Cleary,
engineer; Joseph Hoffman,

muncipal judge; Thomas
Sheehan, grants facilatator
and Thomas Downs,
prosecutor—were reap-
pointed.

Defort was reappointed as
the council's representative
on the Planning Board and
Craig J. Coughlin was
reappointed as the council’'s
liaison to the noard of he:alth.
Chief Sworn In

Gary Gaytas was sworn in
as the city's fire chief for
1990. Gaytas  succeeds
Ponald ‘*‘Ducky’’ Braun.
John Szatkowski took over
as first assitant chief and
Chuck Pickard was sworn in
as second assitant chief. |

South Amboy Rotary
Elects Officers

At a recent meeting of the
South Amboy Rotary Club
the folowing slate of officers
for the upcoming year were

installed: Gregory
Wyaykowski has  been
named president for a

second term. Gregory is the
owner of Gee Wiz Insurance
Brokerage located at 113 So.
Broadway, South Amboy.
Richard Najarian has been
named to a second term as
the club’s secretary.
Richard is ap attorney with a
local practice with his office
located at 360 Main Street,

South Amboy. Mary Simons-

has been named the club’s
treasurer. Mary is the
personnel director of South
Amboy Hospitfl. All officers
will begin thdir new terms
effective July of 1990.

‘If any individual would
like to become a member of
Rotary, please contact any
of the officers listed above.

Mid-’l‘erm Exams at
H.6. Hoffman H.S.

Mid-term exams at H.G.
Hoffman High School wil be
as follows: .

Wednesday, January 17 -
Full Day, Thursday,
January 18 - Full Day,
Friday, January 19 - Studen
dismissal ~1:45 ~pm;
Monday, January 22 - Earl
dismissal 12:04 p.m.

In the event of an
emergency school closing,
the schedule will be
advanced to the next day to
insure proper testing
sequence.

City Moves on Capital Improvements

The South Amboy City
Council this month is
expected to bring up on first
reading a 590,000 bond
ordinance for a number of
capital improvements.

At a December 18 special
meeting, Mayor John T.
O’Leary and the city council
agreed to move forward on
the improvements.

Among the projects are a
renovation and
reconstruction of the
Mechanicsville Firehouse,
resurfacing of a number of
city streets; costs for the
construction of 1terior and
exterior improvements for
the public safety building;
purchase of a van for the
senior citizen center;
purchase of a utility pick up
truck for the Public Works
Department.
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Also, purchase of a police
computer system; a police

dictaphone recording
system; communication
equipment for the fire

department; carpet and a
dance floor for the senior

citizen center and
resurfacing of the Sixth
Street tennis court,
according to Council
President

Defort.

Planning Board Mulls
Industrial Park

To older citizens it was the
old junk yard. Today, this
parcel could become a $20
million dollar ratable to the
city.

The Planning Board will
vote January 24 on a
proposed imllustrial park
which will include three
25,000-square-foot office
buildings, a marina and
boardwalk. The 24-acre tract
is located on Lower Main
Street.

A technicality prevented
the planners from approving
the project at the December
27 meeting. Then it was

discovered by Gregory
Kusic, planning  board
attorney, that although

public notices were sent to
residents in the area of the
proposal, the information
omitted the times and
location where the project
maps and plans could be
reviewed.

The applicants, James
Spiniello, who currently
utilizes the parcel in
question for his own
construction firm, and
Arthur  Caprio, project
manager, said the first part
of the muiti-phase project

would include the three
office/warehouse buildings.
Cost -‘was put at

approximately $8 million.

If approved at the next
planning board meeting,
groundbreaking could begin

as early as April.

The project would require
approval from the
Department of

Environmental Proatection
and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Some sand would
need to be dredged from the
channel to cover a portion of
the shoreline in order to
build a marina.

The marinz size would be
determined by the types of
permits required from the
Army Corps and DEP.

According to Mayor-John
T. O’Leary, the city coijd
realize $100,000 in taxes an
$340,000 in
revenues.

Spinello is also donating a
12,000-square-foot structure
to the city, which will be
built by the Disabled
American Veterans

school

Edward Jake 7 building, and will be utilized

as a public safety building.

Board of Adjustment:
Planning Board:
Redevelopment Agency:
City Council

Business Meetings:

City Council Meetings:

City Board Meetings

From the desk of the City Clerk to help keep our
citizens informed during the month. '

January 10th 7:00 p.m.
January 24th 7:30 p.m.
January 17th 7:30p.m.
“January 9th 6:30 p.m.
January 16th 7:30 p.m.
January 9th 8:00 p.m.
January 23rd 8:00 p.m.

Judith O'Connor, City Clerk
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New Year’s

Message

I extend to our city residents, our city employees and
their families, and to City Counci'. my sincere wish for a
happy, healthy, and productive New Year.

I thank Jack Hulsart for this fair and forthright conduct
of City Council meetings during his term as City Council
President last year. We may not have always agreed on the
issues at hand, but regardless of their opinion, Jack always
made sure everyone was given an opportunity to express
their point of view at our public meetings.

To the new Council President Jake Defort, and Vice
President, Mike Charmello, I offer my congratulations for
being accorded the honor and opportunity to represent the
City Council this year.

During the past year our city has lost many good friends
who unselfishly served the citizens of South Amboy.
Namely, Jimmy Reilly, Auggie Charmello, Harry
Peterson, George Francy, Jim Harrigan, Ruth Hulit, and
George Kress. I would like to take a moment of silence in
memory of these outstanding individuals.

In 1989 Joseph Kudelka, Helen McCabe, Andy Rossman,
Jim Noble, Frank Dziekan, Carl Nemeth, and Art
Kovaleski retired from dedicated service to our City, I
thank them for their years of service and hope the coming
years bring them health and happiness.

My thanks go to Chief Donald Braun for his. commendable
job in leading the South Amboy Fire Department last year.
I am very proud of our volunteers’ dedication and
continuing willingness to undertake grave risks to protect
the lives and property of our residents. We are all grateful
to the members of the best volunteer fire department in the
state for their many hours of selfless service to our city.

The city will continue to place a priority toward public
safety expenditures to safeguard life and property.

To this end, the city will reconstruct the Mechanicsville
Firehouse and will construct a public safety building at
Rosewell and George Streets. Through my efforts a local
developer has agreed to donate the site improvements and
building shell for the public safety building. The city will
only have to fund the interior improvements which will be
only a fraction of the normal cost of a new building.

These are only two examples of support for our new fire
chief Gary Gaytas as he leads his department into the new
decade.

Sadly, a number of fire department members passed
away last year. I would like a moment of silence to honor
the following fallen members: Frank J. Brennan, Edward
J. Faircloth, August J. Charmello, James L. Reilly, and
Joseh Casey.

We are all indebted to those fine individuals.

1 want to thank the members of the South Amboy First
Aid Squad for their unfgiling service in all crisis situations
and again congratulate them on their 55 years of dedicated
service celebrated last year. I know that the squad, under
the leadership of Captain Ron Keegan, will continue to
reliably service our residents emergency needs in the
coming months. We are very fortunate to have such an
outstanding group of dedicated and unselfish individuals
serving our city. Their many hours of volunteer service
under Captain Betty Leveille did not go unnoticed and is
appreciated by all of our citizens.

The men of our city’s police department also deserve my
thanks for providing high quality poiice protection services
to our residents in 1989. Under the leadership of Chief Leo
McCabe, walking patrols of the Broadway business area
and our school zones were expanded; motor vehicle
enforcement was stepped up; and arrests increased
approximately ten percent. Needless to say, [ am very p
proud of our police force’s stellar work.

I must also thank all of our city workers for their diligent
service to our residents’ needs in 1989. A special thanks
goes to our Public Works staff for their fine job on our.
recycling program and city beautification projects.

(continued on page 12)
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