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A group of local
residents incited hy t'ie City
Council’s decision to replace
its clerk Claire Re.lly with
Judy O'Connor heéve heen
circulating petitions to recall
Counciimen Edwurd ).
Defort, Michael Chari.ello,
Jack Hulsart, and Richard
0O’Connor.

The residents dubbed
The South Amboy Recall
Committee, met August 21 ai
the South Amboy Boat Club
to discuss the recall drive

The ., meeting was
convened by Robert Point,
who was filling in for
committee chairperson Erin
O'Brien. Point introduced
the committee’s attorney
Keith Patterson of
Parsippany. Members of he
committee have contributed
to retain the services of
Patterson for the drive. The
committee also held a 50-50
during the meeting for
additional expenses.

According to Patterson.
the petition charges that the
councilmembers ha.e
“‘acted in an arbitrary
manner with disregard to
the citizens of South Amboy ™
and that they have bheen

‘unresponsive o the
i~quiries from cy
residents © In  general.

Paiterson said the petition
says that the residents are
not satisfied with the
Councilmen’s performance.

For a recall to take
place, the petition must have
the signatures of 25 percent
of the city's registered
voters the Councilman
represents. For Defort, an
at-large councilman, 1,119
signatures would be neded.
For Hulsart. Charmello and
O'Connar approximately 390
signatures would be needed.

O'Connor can not he
recalled until after January
1. 1990 since an official must
serve at least one vear
before hewng subject to a
recall Patterson advised the
committee to hegin
collecting sighatures to outst
O'Connor now

Pattersor:  ~aid  the
completed petitions woulq be
given to the committee’s
three ward representatives
hefore being submitted to
the city clerk who would then
have 10 days te verty the
names '
Cost ¢f Recall Election

At the August 15 ity
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721-0137

council meeting, a local
resident questioned the cost
of the recall. Mayor John T.
O'Leary said the special
mayoral election in Januacy
1987 cost approximately
$6,500. However. additional
costs of the signature
verification process aad
legal counsel to the council
me nbe's was not
considered

Also it was not clear
whether the committee, if
successful in gathering tne
signalures, would hold one
recall election to challenge
Defort, Hulsart and
Charmeilo and a separate
one for (V'Connor after
January 1 or would all the
councilmen be challenged
together after January.

The committee said it
wonld have its own slate of
candidates if an election
takes place.

O’'Leary last month
denied being behind the
recall movement despite a
newspaper article
attributing O’Leary as
throwing in the first money
to fund the recall movemen:
and attending a subsequent
recall meetiig.

Defort answered
O'Leary by saying, "For the
record, Mavor. | don’t
helieve vou. ™

Recall Group Circulates Petitions City Council Modifies,

Approves Blight Report

More than three years
after creating the
Redevelopment Agency. the
City Council has approved
the ' resolution which
established the boundaries
for the redevelopment area

At a special meeting
he.4 August 21, which was
attenged by no members of
the public. the Council
acted on the blight report
submitted by the Planning
Board

The Planning Roard
rerort  was submitted
virtually intact except for
two  relatively  minor
modificaticns

The Planners had
recommended that the
parcel of land whirh
contains the old Sun Oil
tanks and is owned by
Jarmel Realty. be a first
phase project pending the
plans of contract purchaser
Carmine Dellapietro agree
with the ° overall
redevelopment plan.

However, the council
took the position that it
neither endorses nor rejects
the recommended use and
development of the areca
“"We acknowledged the
receci.mendation of the

George Street Change Made

The City of South Amboy
last month reversed the flo
ol traffic on the 200 block of

George Street.
1Fhe esily's traffic
committee comprised of

Mayor John T O'lLeary adn
Councilmembers Edward J
Defort and Michael
charmello recommended to
Captain kd Cieslarczyk that
the matter be studied

In July 1988, George R
Keller. Semor  Trathe
Investigator for the N.J
Department of
Transportation, completed @
field investigation

Tis section of George
Street s located ana
grammar school, high school
area At various times of the
day motorists drop ott or
pick up predominantly
young children By
reversing the presently
appraved One Way
designation. these < nidren
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can exit or enter motor
vehicies at curb side. the
committee recommended.
»aorge Street, between

Ste.ens Avenue and
Broadway. is approximately
30" i width, 930° 1n fength
with all sidewalks and curbs
George Street 1s constructed
of macadam and located in @
school 1 esidential arva

The reque st to designdre
George Street One Wan
westbound, between
Broadway and  Stevens
Avenue 18 warranted an the
iterest ot traffic safety
This request will reverse the
present traific tlow tor
George Street. Keller sard

Democrats Slate
ocktail Party

South Amboy Regular
Dremocratic Organzation
il hold  their annuad
cocktinl party on October 29
at the K of € from 2to 6 p.m
P'rce of the hickets will be
$10 00 and cin be purchased
Irom committee merbers

THonared guests will wclude

Rep James Florio.
assemblyman George
Otlowskr. candidate James
MceGreely, Freeholder Steve
Capestro, James Phlipps,
Pote Dehing and Sheritt
Joseph Spreuszo

vlanning  hoard,”” said
Council Vice President
Edward J. Defort, adding
that he sav no problem with
the recornmendation as was
written by the planners.

The second modification
was essentially A
clanfication that Block 164,
Lot 1 was not hlighted.

The planners submitted
a resolution to the council
in January which was

rejected for  several
technicalities which
surfaced following its

adoption by the planning
board

The general study area
Is bordered to the north by
M Cormack Sand Company.
ty the east by the Raritan
Bay. to the South by the
municipal boundry hine of
Sayreville and west by
Rosewel: Street. the Conrait
right of way near
Bordentown Avenue and
Stevens Avenue

The planning bhoard

recommended that the 9.7
acre track of land which
Carmine Dellapietro is the
contract purchaser. bhe
included in the blight bhut
recommends that Della-
pietro be designa »d as the
developer with the

.stipulation that his plan be

molded into the
redevelopment plan.
Dellapietro has
appeared before the council,
pidanmng board and

redevelopment agency and
has c¢xpressed his desire to
construct a marina—and
related facilities on the
property

Reilly Accepts Deputy Clerk Post

Former City Clerk
Claire Reilly has accepted
the post of deputy City Clerk
at no decrease insalary.

"eilly will also not lose
any accrued sick time or any
benefits. :

The City Council voted to
replace Reilly as City Clerk
July 27 Judy ©  .onor. then
deputy clerk, was then
appointed city clerk

At the time. Council
President Jack Hulsart
informed Reilly that the
council would make a
change He then offered
Reilly the deputy post

The council gave no
official reason for the move
al the July 27 meeting
explaining it was  a
Upersonnel matter’” which
would remain private until
the minutes of the special
closed session was made
public

Al the council's August
15 meeting. Hulsart read a
list of reasons why the
counci replaced Reilly
Among the list was an issue
of uncollected license fees in
the past two vears which
amounted to approximatel
$8.070. faiulre to properly
advertise council meetings
during the 1989 bhudget
review period. changing ine
council agenda without the
knowledge and consent of
the council president and not
informing the counci) of
various appointments and
presentations.

Reilly  denied the
ailegations 1 an August 1%
issue of The Home News,
labeling them ‘‘untruths. '’
Reilly stated that it was the
Deputy City Cierk who was
responsible for collecting the

Board President Explains Audit

Boatd I.ducitan
presodent Fadeen Ryvin fas
monta appointed an ad hoce
commiltee to anvestigate
mternall the background ot
an audit by the State Boacd
of Fducation’s diviston of
comphance whieh tound that
the South Amboy school
district recened
approximately $122.000 more
i reqeedial funds thanat was

ol

T entitled to

According to Ryvan the
Board received the results of
the  full  scope  audt
conducted by the State
Department of kducation
Jund 24 and conducted an
advertised closed sessson o

review and examine the
atechit
As o oresull ool tha

meeting the Board requested
a4 meeling with the State
Department ot Education
Clark  Convery - ooard
attarnes
amevihimg
Michael
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e looa thflthrlmU ul ol
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Amboy Citezen vonbg g an excessave amount ot
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~ecrelary o and  business
admistrator contirmed 4
dite and time After
cecenving this intormation
frome Poll. 1 placed o call to
cach Board member. n
order of sentgrity anviting
them to be a representative
at this scheduled meeting
Ray Dursky was avay on
vacation and T way not able
toreach him.” Rvansaa

Board members who
responded tuvorably who
attended the meeting were
Naney MeLaughhing Robett
Q'BI_\. Jean Smith and Ryan
Ao attending the mectiny
were John Oleva
supetocendenr Polt
Comvery., Walter Ryghokn
During the
mecting  potnts ol the audit
were clanited, as well as
what  eftect  the  audi
poadimgs would have on the
taxpavers of South Ambaoy

—Presently 1 don t have

e final report on all areas
addressed,” Rvan sand

The areas addressed
were Tnanced acpounts and
adernal controls of the Sauth
by Bourd ot Education
tor the period of July 1 1988
through Oct ber 1 1988,
enfuliment  date as ol
Septetber- 3o, 1987 used for
apphication tor State Scheol
M tor the 1988 89 school
vear and  records and
supporting deeumentaion
usttl to prepare the Pupl
Fransportation bastriet
Wide Program Cost Report
tot the perod ending June
W98y Jp Y

Resuite o div aude o
“hoseagcas addiessed

o Slale i pay el

-

controed an paipe e

license fees and she also
called the $8,000 figure of

license fee losses
“outrageous '
Responding to Mrs.

Reilly's allegations, Mrs.
0'Connor said, ''‘Mrs. Rellly
was the city clerk and w2aa
responsible for the activities
which were to take place in
her office. She was the
department head. She also
neglected to mention that |
was transferred out of the
clerk’s office to payrell by
the mayor in Feb. of 1988. |
did not return until Jan. of
1989. If Mrs Reilly found the
duties of the office too much
to handle by herself she
should have requested that
the deputy clerk be returncd
to her duties The taxpay-ars
lost. and now the firger
pointing hegins ™
Mrs  Reilly {urther
stated that she **v;4 not know
what they mean’ to othet
~harges that she had not
notitied the council when
employees retired, were
prcmoted or hired and that
she would often change
agnedns iz suil O'Leary’s
plans. Councilman Michael
Charmello ~  said that
“unfortunately this was
often the case. We vould
come to the council meetings
and the agenda would have
almost always been
changed, to which I objected
several times. Awards would
often be given, promotions
granted and new employess
would often be hired withmit
the knowledge of the counc
Mrs. Reilly put them on the
agenda, but never told her
employer, the city council.
Reilly accepted the

deputy post at her current
$32.018, approximately
$8.000 more than O'Coaner.
Council members explained
that no mones was in the

4n
9

“hudget 1o give a raise for

o' Connoer and Caat no one on
the council wanted to reduce
Retllv's salary given her
longevity

The councippointed
Retlly retroactinve to July 28,
the day after the appointmen
of O'Connor

Salary Ordinance

Put On Hold

A ordinance adjusting
the cilv s salary structure te
provide merit raises ior two
e pal workers has been
fabivad e the next it
culthuCH mecting

The sabr ordiance
had to be adjusted o
dccommodate the mereased
sabines which Ve
approved by the ¢ity coun.
m June at the time of the
adaption of the 1989 budget

Accarding  to the
ordinance, Maureen Fisher
muntipal court clerk, would
receive o $H.500 ke from
$21 386 1o Sru.sn bid
Szatkewskr  tire offend
would go oo £27.626 1o
$32.000)

Counesl President Jack
Hulsart sand Faishier s aong
the wmest paid court clerks
m the county and s the
lowest pand department heaid
inthe cily

Fisher had recuested o
salary wdiustent 1n 1984

Cwhich the coune ) insected

imto s 1uny budget  In e
request  Faishor detaided
vapanded tob

responsihibities ao the taet
she e loewenl pand
depractnoant e
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