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Seftior Citizen Programs

According to a news

release submitted to The

Citizen, Mayor John T.
O‘Learf; will seek approval
from the City Council this
week un an expanded Senior
Citizen program. He feels

that the increase in expenses,

for this program is long
overdue, and that the senior
citizens of South Amboy
deserve this and more.

The release says some of
the items to be addressed by
the Mayor and Council are:
Increased hours that the
center will be opened: and
Out Reach program that will
deal iwth all homebound
citizens, increase in daily

activities at the center.
establishment of a
Community Volurteer

Group of Seniors, a monthly
Sunday Bruncl:  and’or
Supper at the center when
the rengvations are
complete. a Counseling
program will be developed to

address seniors life
situations such as
retirement, relucation and
family  situations; the
establishment of an

Advisory Council to act as a
nasison between the city
senior groups and the center.
The purpose of this council is
to give the seniors a voice in
planning the programs and
activities at the center in the
future.

O'Leary will solicit councti
approval during the budget
hearings this week. He has
every confidence that our
city council will  be
appreciative to the needs of
our Senior Citizens,
accoraing to the information
provided.

The release also states
that on March 9 the mayors
of South Amboy. ayrev'lle
and Old Bridge :.iong with
Senator Lynch, Freeholders
Crabie! and Boylan will meet
with Hazel Gluck of the New
Jersey  Department  of
Transportation to discuss
traffic problems.

Also, a traffic symposwum:*

will be held in South Amboy
City Hall on March 9, 1988 a!
4:00 p.m. Expected to attend
are Senator Lynch.
Assemblyman Otlowski and
Karcher, Freehoiders

Crabiel and Boylan, Mavors

O'Leary, Hane and
McCormack an Hazel
Gluck from the State
Department of
Transportation. ('Leary
said that Captain
Cies.arczyk of’ the South

Amboy Police Department
will present a synopsis of the
traffic problems here in Soth
Amboy. O'Leary has called
for ‘this meeting after
meeting with Mayor John
McCormack of Sayreville
and Mayor Arthur Haney of
Old Bridge.

O'Leary has said that the
state plan to improve the
intersection of Route 9 and
Ernstor Road will only move
the traffic problems two
miies  north  nta South
Amyoy and may tivreaten
the life and safety of our ¢ity
residents He added that &
muititude of accidents
already occur n South
Amboy each year because
several lanes of Route 9
traffic converge into one
lane on a ramp in the city
that is already inadequate.
The mayor has said that the
problem will only increase i
the state proceeds with plans
to eliminate a traffic signal
at Route 9 and Ernston Ryad
without making  othe
improvements in the area
O'leary said without a4
stopping point at Ernston
Road drivers on F-ute 9 are
likely to travel even faster as
they approach the ramp n
South Amboy waere alr-ady
a botile neck occurs euch
day causing mcre motorist
to cut through South Amboy
endangering our children

who must c¢ross major
streets to reach schools. the
release pointed out

Mayor O'Leary says that
the Kean Administration is
not addressing the whole
problem but only creating a
life threatening situation by
only correcting part of the
grobiem. This Route 9 Route
35 corridor must be
addressed in its entirety
which would not only include
Route 35 ramp but also
include the expansion of
each bridge between* here
and Woodbridge, the release
said

‘ Lady Guvs Wrap Up
Third Straight County Title

The Lady Guvs of Hoffman
wra up their third
straight Greater Middiesex
Conference title Friday with
a hard-fought 45-38 victory
over previously undefeated
St. Peters.

Krissv Kuziemski. the
county's leading scorer, had
-a run of bad luck offensively.
being limited to & season-low
7 points Meanwhile. Jenny
Kuziemski finished with 6
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points, only the second time
all year she's failed to top 10
points.

Lisa Smuth topped the
Guvs with 20 points and
made several key plays in
the fourth quarter to keep
the Guvs on lop

St. Peters pulled within
one point 38-38 with under
four minutes to go St Peters
took pussession. rebounding
a missed Hoffman shol as
Smith stole the ball new
midcourt then was fouled
while driving to the basket

Sinth tit two {ree throws
to put Hoffman up 41 38 She
later recorded o key
asswt  hitting an open Chris
Nable upnderneath for two

Defensively the Kuziemsk
twins played' a solid game
Krissy hauled in 10 rebounds
and Jenny added exght

Hoffman improved their
season record to 261, the
only luss coming n Lhe
Christ the K ng Holiday
Tournament

St. Mary's Wins
First Round of

State Tournament

The SMRHS girls' bas-
ketball team defeated Mater
Dei High School with a score
of 61-49 as St. Mary's won the
first round of their state
tournament on March |

Senior Jennifer Nable and
junior Jenine Barbella led
the Eagles to their winning
night while senior Michelle
Mancuso and sophomore
Ann Zaleski helped to bring
their team to a shining
victory.

“I thought the giris played

very well. Michelle and
Annie especia’’y on
defensc, * said Coach Tony
Hozzeila, ‘'Jeanine and

Jennifer had some really
great shots "' Coach Bozze'la
wont on to say that HJoellen
and Judy Paczkowski and
Kim Hawkins did great jobs
and wcre “a key to their
team’s victory

“For the second straight
game, Cheryl Juig did a
fabulous job,"' said Bozzella

The lady Eagles' next
game in the tournament i1s on
Saturday, March . in
l.akewoed.

“Flame of Charity” Plaque

Adam Rzepka, a local
businessman, was the
recipient of the “‘Flame of
Charity’’ plaque from the
Most Reverend Edward T
Hughes, Biship of Metuchen,
in ceremonies taking place
February 16 at the Somerset
Hilton.

The preseniation was
made in appreciation of his
generosity and  services
rcindered during the
“Forward in Faith”
program, his  personal
recognition of the

importance of this diocesan
undertaking, and his strong
commitment to it, which, the
bishop stated. contributed
significantly to the success
of this campaign.

The citation read, in part

“During the past six
years. your prayers and
support have helped to meet
the spiritual, educational an
charitable needs of the
Diocese of Metuchen Much

of this  support  was
accomplished through the
“Forward n Faith’

campaign.  In fact most

“Forward in Faith" funds
are still at work in the form
of endowments and 1n the

banbedings  andd

fort..  of
res.dences which enible the
¢ hurch ta extena the charity

ol (prist chroughout
four-county Diocese ™
Rzepka served

our

as

Tax Cut Eyed in Budget

One year after a 44 cent
municipal tax hike, the 198«
municipal bugge! may cali
for a 6 cen! reduction in the
overall 47 ceats per $i00
assessed valuation rate

What makes this prospect
somewhat surprising 1s the
hefty increase causuu by the
increases to municipalities
to dump at the Edgeboro
Landfill, which will cost the
city an estimade 30 per cent
more this year over 1987

The preliminary $5 672.116
spending package 15
approximately $100.000 less
than last year's budget In
its present form. if passed.
the muncipal tax rate will be
set at 41 cents per 100

Even if the city rales go
down, taxes are likely to go
up due to a projected 5 vent
hike—{rom 64 to 69 cents—-on
the county level and a 17 cent
hike—from $1.55 to $1.72 in
the proposed local schonl
board budget.

This year’'s budget would
not include funding to
operate the city's sewer
system due to the M ddlesex
County Utilities Authority
sewer system which 18
expected to be n operation
this summer

The City Council 18
expected to begin reviewing
the budget this week.

“We are 1n the same
situation as other
muncipalities when 1t comes
1o increasing  costs al
Edgeboro In fact, of we did
not have an inerease our tas
situation  could  he  more
favorable for our residents,
~aid O Lears

“We've  streamhbned  the
budgel and have  taken
goud busitess appreach. he
~and "By streamlinimg
appropriation  across  the
board, we can sive money
daspite other inereases

—— -

School Budget

(r'leary attribuied the
municipal tax reduction ta a
new record keeping system,
department heads who are
now working more closely
with the City Treas' er and
attntion.

““We incorporated a record
keeping system that allowed
us to know what cach
department was spending
during the course of the
vear,” ()V'Learv said “We
took a4 Rood  husiness
approach toward spending
city assets =

The Mavor said through
attrition. ‘the oty saved
money on: laries "“This has
heen a bhig plus without
cutting city services,” he
said.

The Mayor went on 10
saythat our city s stll
feeling the impacts from
past city projects. “Our
Municipal debt service was
up almost $50.000 and our
interest payments and Bond
prinicpal pay out are up
almos¢ $190.006 this vear.”
(V'Leary said ''These are
bills and payments that we
have nv contol over and
expenditures that must be

paid.”
The proposed 1988
spending plan does ot

include funding to operate a
citywide  sewer  system
because  the  Middlesex
County Utilities  Authority
has now taken mit that
task  This  was another
situation that the Mavor and
Counctl have had very hittle
control  over  because ol
contractural agreemnts that
were signed in 1984 between
the MCUA and the ity of
South Amboy

“The Council and T have
worked many hour® to Keep
hte financied unoset as low
as  possible  durmg  the
transaction trom opr City
Sewer plant to the MCUA
The way the contract 15
structured  the ity must
maintain and operate its own
plant. and pay for the
construction, operation and
treatment of.the MCUA both
in the same year, ()'Leary
said. “our sewer rate will be

lowered next year if
everything remains the
same with the MCUA
because we will not have to
operate, maintain and staff
our own plant.”

* Assuming the reserve for
uncoliected taxes remains at
its present Jevel, the 1988
nudget will be about $100.000

less that that of 1987. ¢y
finance director said
William McGown

There are still federal.

st:ite and county variables
that the city officials are still
waiting on to sciidifv the 1988
budget

‘1 believe we are all
irterested 1n presenting the
best possible budget to our
residents and will exp ire

every vossible means o
keep osis  down.”  sad
O'Leary

Breaklast With Easter
Bunny March 26t

The Sauth Amboyv
Recreation Committee has
announced that the first

annual Breakfast with the
Easter Bunny will be held on
Saturday. March 2ith from
10:00 a m 12:00 pm. at the
Hoffman Little Gym The
breakfast 1s open o iocal
children ages 3-8

Donuts and juice will be
provided and the children
can have one photo taken
with the Easter Bunny if
desired  Children will also
recetve Faster goodies. and
also have o chanee o
winning door prizes

Tiekets o this seld
sustanning event will cost $3
per  child.  and  can be
obtained at the City Hall
Adminstiation Office

between 4 00 am 4 Wpm.
Mon

Fr

to Rzepka

3

chairmar of the Memorial
Day [Parade Committee
which touk place on May 24,
1987, an rticipates
actively in the annuai
Veterans Day observances

and the ‘“All-Souls Day”
ceremonies held yearly at
Sacred Heart Church
cemetary in Parlin,
honoring  veterans and
placing American flags at
the graves of veterans
interred at ail of the loeai
cemetaries.

He has served as Coun'y
marshall of the Pulaski Day

rade in New York City and
ms led local delegativns ‘2
this parade annually for a
number of vyears. Three
years ago, hie wes arnointed
marshall of the Middlesex
County Federation of Holy
Nam* Societies parade.

Rzeoka served several
terms as commander of the
Catholic War Veterans. Post
578. end President of the
Polish-American  (itizens
Club of South Amboy He
served as chairman of the
committee for acquiring a
marble statne monument
dedicated to veterans of all
wars which is located in
front of ity Hall on
Broadway in South Ambey.

A veteran of the US
Navy, serving in the South .
Pacific aboard the USS
Foote, Rzepka, additionally,
is-an usher and trustee of
Sacred Heart Church, South
Amboy. in standing for
many vears, and . director
of the Pulawsk: Szavings and
Loan Association of South
River. Monroe Township.
and South Amboy

At age 86, he continues to
be a very active member of
the Sacred Heuart Holy Nome
Society. all of the local
veterans organtzation=. civic
ceremonies  and  parschial
undertakings

He 1s the presidemt asd
owner of A Electie e of

South  Ambay  ane South
River
Recentis  Reeyta was

bestowed the " Repine Coell”
medal by lormetr Bishop ul
Metuchen Theodore
McCarrick now Archbishop
of Newark

. HENRY'S
BARBER SHOP
106 So Pine Ave
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