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PULISH FLAG RAISING was heid this past Suriday a* the City Hall Plaza Under the sponsorship of the South Amboy
Po¥sh American Ciub. Stanley Szatkowshi, officially raised the Hag
In photo, from lett 10 right holding the Hag are Chester Ciszewski. club president. Council president Craig Coughhin,

Councilman-at-Large Edward Defort, Mayor John O'Leary. Stanley Szatkowski and the Rev Lech idzkowski. associate
Pastor at Sacred Héart Church.

Yideo Taping Issue
Heats Up, Again!

Despite objections from

, members of the City Council,

a video camera was allowed
to record the events at
Monday's meeting

Council President Craig J
Coughlin ruled a moticii by
Councilman - at - Large
Edward Defort to prohibit
the video taping from taking
place to be out of order
allowing the camera operat-
ed by Police “aptain Edward
Cieslarczyk to continue
Cielarczyk is the sec:nd
person to bring a camcorder
to a meeting. William
- {'Leary, brother of Mayor
John T. O'Leary, has
recorded 3 previous
meetings.

Councilwoman Erma
Brown requested Law
Director John Lanza ‘o draw
an ordinance proh:biting
videotaping However,
‘towards the end of the
meeting, the Second Ward
Councilwoman withdrew her
request stating she did not
want to have the city billed
for Larta’s time in drawing
up the Ordinance. *'1 remain
opposed to these home
movies of ‘Council
Meetings, ' she said.

Defort stated since there is
no official video tape of
council meetings on record.

- private tapings should not

take place. He said he is

~ opposed to *'bootlet” council

meeting tapes  being
circulated to certain
members of the public.
Defort also feels the camera
may intimidate some
members of the public from
having input at the
meetings

Councilman Bruce
Richmond has also opposed
the video tapings of council
meetings without an official
copy being on record while
Counciiman Jack Hulsart,
Councilman Craig Coughlin
and Mayor John T O 'lLeary
favor tne tapings.

Peterson

Pharmacy Inc.
Open This Sunday

1000am 1lpm
6pm 9pm

121-0137

School Board Approves

School Tax Increases 123 Conts

Last Wednesday mght the
Raard of Education
approved a $5.2 mlhon
budge! for the 1987-88 sch vl
year.

This vear's $5.246,604.
school budget is an increase
of $418,156. over 1988, which
will sum up to a 13-cent tax
increase for local taxpayers.

A taxpayer with a home
assetsed at $70,000 can
expect an increase in their
school tax of approximately
*$78. to $80. per year over
last year,' said Michael
Poll, Board Secretary.

The maximum permitted
total for 1987-88 curvent

expense  budget was
$5.460,997. The board
presented a $5,246.604 budget

plan, by which the schedule
is $214,393 below the state
mandated cap.

Ar. increase of 8.8 percent
over last vear will translate
into a tax levy of $382.569.
and would have cost the
taxpayer 21.5 points.
“*However,'' said
Superintendent of Schools
John Olexa, ‘‘because of the
way the tax structure is, we
operate up a different
calender year.”

"“The reason there Is an
increase, in my opinion, is
fairly reasonable
considering some of the
increases we have not
control over.”’ added Paoll.
Poll w 'nt on to say that the
increase this year was due to
cuts in the state funding. “'If
there was full funding. we
wedldn’t have to pass on any
increase  to . the local
taxpa 'er.”’ he continued,
“the state besically says
that the local raxpayer has
to pick up the load.”

Insurance, Social Secunity
payments and utilities were
attributed as the biggest
increases in the 1987-88
school =~ budget
aecording 1o Poli
district’'s  debt  service
totalled  $18.096..  with
teachers’ salaries  of
$1.914.260 and insurance and
judgements  of  $394.615

plan,
The

Bndget for 1987-88

Eﬁaymg a large part of the
ulk of the budget. Monies
for capital outlay weren't
allocated in the budget this
year.

“We were cut heavily 1n
the state funding.'' said
Olexa. Olexa went on to say
that the city lost nearly
$400,000. in state aid for full
funding and that the state
has unti' June 30th to
approve tne budget and put
in appiopriations. He also
sz1d that if the budget 1s
rassed, the mone;’ would be
restored and the city would
get the full $400,000. hack.
“1If that came about, it would
actually be a zero increase in
tazes,” he said. He indicated
that this money would be
only used to reduce the tax
and that it can not be used to
add or supplement the
current exp2nse.

Out of ti.e severn board
members present at last
week's meeting only one
member abstained from
voting, making the vote 6-0.

“1 am abastaining because
[ honestly feel that the
breakdown of the budget 1s
not enough to follow, " stated
board member Michael
Charmelle. Charmelio
suggested an extra meeting
next vear would give the
boa . “‘a little more input’,
he said.

Presently there are 472
students enrolled in grades
kindergarten through t2 «n
estimated 980 students 1
anticipated for the 1987-88
school budge! for next year

Redewlopm;l Agenry
Meeting Schedaled

A meeting of the
Redevelopment Agency
I8 scheduled for
Tuesday evening. April
7th. at the City Hall The
business meeting is al
6:30 followed by the
regular meeting at 7 30
o'clock

1.J. Harrigan Co., Inc.

Heal Estate & Innurance
P29 Kt 9 S ouh Aoy

721.7500

HENRY'S
BARBER SHOP
106 So Pine Ave

$outh Amboy :

727 1291 ’

In a prepared statement
read at Monday's City
Council meeting, Police
“aptain Robert Kelly
charged that Mayor John T.
O'Leary along with hig
brother William have
initiated rumors to damage
the credibility of members of
the city's police departm: :nt.

Kelly spoke in response to
comments made by the
mavor's brother at the
March 9th meeting of the
Mavor and Council which
alleged that Kelly had a
drinking problem. At that
meeting. (William) O'Leary
said he had heard Kelly was
found in the police station
locker room and he was
“incoherent”” and also said
those invoived in the incident
claimed Kelly ‘‘reeked of
alcohol.”

Kelly recounted the
incident several weeks ago
when he became ill while
acting as Chief n the
ahsence of Chief lLeRoy
Kurtz. It is my
understanding that shortly
after I became ill the mayor
ordered an investigation and
the reports surrounding my
illness clearly suggest 1 had
an alcohol problem and was
hospitalized because of it.”
Kelly said, "1 am currently
at home with a sigmficant
period of hed rest ordered as
a result of my illness solely
attributed to a disease
having nothing to do with
aleah:siism, attested to by

tnhe  police hysician
a’)gginted as "uch by the City
of South Ambo,

Kelly, a 25-vear police
force veteran, said he was
“shattercd’™ by the
comments. “‘The mayor's
brother made a public
‘terance, undoubtedly he
was urged to do so by the
mavor or others.'' Kelly

5. Mary's-Hoffman
a0th Class Rewnion

A joint 50th Class Reunioiu
is planned for Hoffman High
School and St. Mary's High
School Class ¢i 1937 of South
Ambaoy.

May 8th is the date and
anyone interested who has
not been contacted, please
cail Chris Nebus Baronowski
+; Bili Comar.

The next meeting w.{l be at
the Knights of Columbus n
South Amboy on Wednesday
Aprildthat 730 pm Allave
mvited to  attend  and
complete plans

T

satd.

According to Kelly, Mayor
O'Leary has directed the
police departmert to quiet
the rumors. ‘1 might add
that the only rumors werc
thoce created by the mayor
and his brother,”’ said Kelly,
‘‘the result that my
detractors seek is to affect
by 25 years of service and
My reputapion.

“The real purpose, in my
opinion, is to pave the way
for the selection by the
mayor and/or council of.a
preselected candidate for
the position of police chief 1
will not be the victim of sticn
crass political tactics

“This is not the first
attempt b the Mayor to
interfere in the every day
workings of the Police
Department since he is also
seeking to destroy the
reputation of another
Captain and, in fact, has
been suggesting that
promotions will be withheld
if members of the Police
Department do not agree
with him, or make any
comments that he does not
like.

“The mayor’s tactics in
attempting to destroy me
and others have effected the
morale of the entire police
department,’' charged
Kerly. it is likely Chief
Kurtz will not return and will
end his career.

‘“*These continued

attempts to interfere in the

running of tke police
department in (he manner
the mayor is handling it, will
undoubtedly cause members
of the department to leave
the department and seek
police. work in other
communities.””

Keliy also stated that
although the mayor is in

crerge of the police
_department. Kelly said
()'Leary, who is a former
City patrolman, is
“untrained in the handling of
police personnel.”

Kelly stated any

promotions should be on a
merit basis and promvtions
snould not be denied because
a '‘trumped up personal
problem with members of
the department to serve an
ulterior purpose. The witch
hunts and the investigations
are a serious invasion of
privacy.”

*What the. situation cries
out for i1s not just a public
spology which I trust will be
forthcomn: fromi the
Councii, Mavor and others
whom are anvelved an

. Captain Charges Mayor With Interference

dishing out innuendos that
are clearly slanderous, but
should also be directed to
others in che department
who have been similarly
treated and, most
importantly, members of the
departm>nt should be
advised that promotional
oppurtunities should be
awui'ded on a nmierit bagis
and not be denied becuuse
some member of the Ccauncil
and/or the Mayor has
trumped up a personnel
problem with members of
the department to sérve an
ulterior purpose.”

Upon conclusion of his
remarks, Kelly received a
loud and enthusiastic
ovatinn from the audience.

Mayor Rebuts Charge,

Meyor O’'Leary resporded
by calling the alirgations:
“untrye” and added he will
not bz wtimidated by Kelly's
comments.

“As mayor of the City of
South Amboy, I am the
police director and I am
directly responsible for what
goes on at the police
department. 1 will not be
intimidated by allegatons
which | deem untrue’

O'Leary said .o would be
fair when it came to
promotions. 'l have not
indicated that | am trying to
belittle anyone nor do 1
intend to,”” he said, 1 will
not be intimidated.”

Councilman Urges
More Brag Awareness

On the heels of, 3 PTA
sponsored Drug and Alcohol
Abuse Seminar presented by
the Scouth Amboy Police
Department. Councilman-at-
Large Edward J. Defort
.urged more public
invelvement in this issue.

About 50 people attended”
the Seminar, Defort termed
the c¢rowd ‘'somewhat
disappointing.”

““This is the numkber one
social issue in the nation,”
he said, ‘the apathy can not
continue.”’

Defort said the key in
parents/child relationships
is communication,
especially in the wake of a
rash of teenage suicides,
communication is the most
important aspect of the
relationship.

I sincerely hope that the
next presentation ton Drug
Awareness' has u larger
turpout,”” Defudi said

ANNUAL IRISH FLAG RAISING ceremontes were heid last week at .he City Hall Plaza l_m: year . the honor of officially
raising the irish flag weni 1o Nell Hourihan. He is Hanked by lohn Kenny on the nght. Jim Conneil, on (he left.

Phote by Jumes Todooce






