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City Shocked by “Senseless” Murder

The brutal murder of
Harry O'Brien, a 49-year olc.
operator at the city's waler
treatment plant, has left the
City of South Amboy in shock
as a 17-year old city resident
has been charged with the
crime. According to
authorities, (ne motive was
robbery.

‘The youth surrendered
around noon last Friday to
Sayreville Police, a day and
2 half after O'Brien’s death.
The youth, acconipanied by
a relative, turned himself in
at the borough's police
headquarters.

The ycath has been
charged with the murder of
O'Brien robbing him of $70.
and for possessing a knife for

unlawful J)urposes.
According to Middlesex
County Prosecutor, Alan A.
Reekoff, O'Brien was found
by ¢ worker scheduled to
relieve him at the Water
Treatment Facility, where

Mayor, Comncii To
Consider Resolution

The South Amboy Mayor

ard City Council are
considering adopting a
reselytion similar to one

adopted by Sayreville,
opposing the expansion of
the Edgeboro Landfill and
limiting the use of said
landfill to Middlesex County
municipalities.

The landfill is located in
East Brunswick and is used
for the disposal of solid
waste by the counties of
Union, Morris, Somerset and
Middlesex in New Jersey
and by New York City.

According to the
resolution, it is anticipated
that the Edgeboro Landfill
will reach its maximum
capacity in the near future.

In addition, the resolution
states. if any expansion of
the Edgeboro landfill shouls
be considered. then it is
suggested a new facility b,
the Department of
Environmental Protection
should be limited to use by
Middlesex County and its
respective communities
only.

The Mayor and Council of
Sayreville urged that the
Middlesex County Board of
Freeholders notify Union,
Morris and Suvmmerset
counties, and the City of New
York of the intention to
oppose the expansion of the
landfill for dumping the
garbage other than what
come from Middlesex
County. It was said to be the
opanion of Mayor John

cCormack and the
Borough Coun~il that such
notification by the Middlesex
County Board of Freeholders

would be significant in
order to allow such counties
to make plans to dispose
their solid waste somew here
else as soon as possible.
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O’Brien was employed for
the past four yea 5. ‘‘When
his relief man arrived, the
relief man fuund Fam lying in
a pool of blood by the door in
front of the office,’’ said
Rockoff, our investigation
revealed that Mr. O Brien
was stabbed twice in the
chest s.rea.”’

An autopsy b{ Middlesex
County Medical Examiner,
Dr. Marvin Shuster revealed
that O'rien bled to death
from two deep stab wounds.

O’Brien was working alone
at the tim e of the attack.
Authorities believe the
stabbing took place between
10 p.mi. and 10:45 p.m. the
night of February 25th.
Rockoff estimated this time
because of the fixed schedule
of duties performed.

Rockoff described the
murder as ‘‘a senseless
slaying for $70."" He added
the identity of the youth
could not be disclosed, given
his juvenile status. However,
the state will petition the
Family Court to have the
teenager prosecuted as an
adult. Authorities refused to
disclose  whether the
defendant has a prior arrest
record.

Folice have recovured
some of the $70 taken from
()'Brien and als) recovered
the victim's wa’let, which
was discarded after the
attack.

According to Rockoff, the

teen knew ()'Brien and lived
near him.

Police s8aid a search
warrant was obtained the
day following the murder
and a warrant for his arrest
was issued. Rockoff
creditied the investigators
and ‘“‘citizen information’",
which led them to the teen.
He also credited the police
departments of g?;uth
Amboy and Sayreville for
their *‘quick work."”

The youth is being heid at
the Middlesex County
Juvenile Detention Center.

"*It's something I still can’t
believe happened,' said City
employee, requesting
anonymity, ‘‘Harry was one
of the nicest guys you'd ever
want to meet.”’

O'Brien was described by
friends and co-workers as a
very well respected
emJ)loyee of the water plant
and a devoted husband and
father.

Involved in the
investigation were cily
detectives: Sgt. Ravmond
Durski, Sgt. Thomas Noble
and Bernard Mackiel and

Robert McKeon. From
Sayreville: Capt Robert
Conners, Lt Henry

Fiekarski and Sgt. Robert
Dunworth  along with
'nembers of the prosecutor’s
ofice Major Crime Units
under the direction of Capt.
Jospeh Zimmerman and Sgt.
Thomas Rizzo.

Housing Funds Available

Mayor John T. O'Leary
announced that as a result of
a meeting he attended of the
Middlesex County Hovsing
and - Community
Development Committee, he
learned $62,000 is available
to the city on a county lcvel
for programs to better
community housing
rehabilitation programs.

)'Leary said South Amboy
has until March 17th to
formally submit ptoposals
for the programs the city
will use

At the meeting. also
attended by Councilman
Jack Huisart and ity
Engineer James Cleary. $1.6

million is avauable n
Middlesex County for the
community services to
improve housing

The mavor said  the
available balance of prior
year's allocations  1s

approximately $417.000
O'Leary said he nas no idea
why these funds went
untapped for the past three
years.

“The task South Aamboy
must accomplish s 15
submit financial statements
for 1984, 1985, and 1986
project programs .0 our
town can get these furds and
make them work in our
community. The balance of
this money has been sitting
a! the county for the past

three years,'' stated
O Leary.

Hulsart, who velunteered
tlo serve as the wvice

chairman of the Middlesex
County Community
Development Conimittee,

at low income homeowners.
Continued on Page 2

City to MCUA-
“Give Us 4 Break!”

An aftorney representing
the city urged the Middlesex
County Utilities Authority to
reduce the $21.000 in interest
charges acerued against the
city for $47.000 owed to the
MCUA dating back to 1985

.Charles  Thatcher, an
attorney,  whose  {irm
Thatcher and Lanza. are
retained by South Amboy as
legal consultants said the
city failed to pay the MCUA
bills which where sent to the
city. Thateher nrged the
MCUA to modity the b

percent interest rate
charged to the city, which s
per the South Bay

Agreement between the city,
Sayreville, Old Bridge and
the Old Bridge Utihties
Authority

According to Frederick
Kurtz, Executive Director of
the MCUA, the interept rate
can only be modified/by the
unanimous agreement of the
four parties signing the
original agreement with the
MCUA. Kurtz said the other
three participants have all
paid their bills on time.

The $97,000 tab is charged
to the city for engineering
design expenses

Kurtz saad the high
interest rate was charged so
the participating bodies
would pay the bills on time
Thateher said the tills from
the MCUA were never sent

said there is much woney to the city council for
avai'able which is directed  payment
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leilg_ Board

Reorganizes

The City Planning Boara
elected a ncw chairman and
vice-chairman, hile
appoin’'ing a new ergineer
a.ad retaining their attorneyv.

The planners aiso named a

new secretary.
Michael Marrone, senior
member of the board, was
chosen as  chairmen.
Ma"rone repiaces Andrew
Markovich, who was not
reappointed to the board.
Newcomer Themas
Donnelly was elected to the
post of vice-chairman.

Angelo J. Valetutto,
w ridge, was appointed
as the board’s new engineer
replacing H. Thomas Carr,
who served as the board's
ergineer for the past 29
years.

Marrone and Councilman
Edward J. Defort. the city
council's liaison !5 the
board, voted againsit Carr's
removal. )

Nothing against Mr.
Valetutte, ” said Detort, 1
believe the board with two-
thirds of the members being
new, needed direction with
someone familiar with the
town, ‘

He has the experience
and the knowledge to
provide the City of South
Ambhoy with the professional
planning it 'deserves,  said
O'Leary. the planning
hoard in South Amboy was
never provided with the
proper information to do the
research to make the proper
decisions, which we learned
from tretiring  board
secretary) Madeline Percell
was the responsibility of the

planner .

Valetulto served as
Municipal E.gineer for six
years in Woodbridge

There are six first year
members to the board along
with  two  first  vear
alterrates

The planners retained
Gregory Kusic, Keyport, as
their attorney.
- Erin O'Brien. reappointed
to the board last month, was
elected secretary. replacing
Madeline Percell.  who
retired from the hoard after
service for 23 yvears Ms
O'Brien will serve as a4
voting member.

. The bourd will continue to
meet on the  fourth
Wednesday of each month
Meetings will take place at
7230 pm o and the agenda

sesston will take place at 7

p.m. :
Senior’s Building
Bid Received

A bid for an addition and
improvements to the Senior
Citizen's Center will be
considered soon by the City
Council.

Thomas Vail,
Brunswick based Architect
for the project, told the
council Mynday, a $189,700
bid was received from
Olympic Construction.

Vail sand this amount was
wiuan the anticipated cost
range for the project. .le
said a total breakdown of the
costs was unavailable.

Plans for the Center call
for a 16 hy 66 foot addition
plus a new roof for the
existing building Also the
kitchen area 1s to be
enlarged as well as the game
room.

Additionally, a t0-burner
gas range, a4  sink,
refrigetator-freezer and

- tables will be inswalled. .

a New -

0'Leary Fxpresses Concern on
Uity Mosey Matters

Mayor John T. O'Leary
announced the preliminary
figures for the 1987
municipal budget stating
“‘the city is in dire straits.”’

The mayor said further
cuts are being contemplated
before the budget is turnea
over to the City Council.

“It is important for the
city of South Amboy to know
hat it is in a financial
crisis,”’ O’'Leary said, ‘‘vital
city services will not be
eliminated, however. it is
imperative that we run our
city in =z effective and
produciive manner.'

My goal is to generatr
enough savings in the
current budget so that all
essertial city jobs may be
preserved,” said O'Leary.

The mayor said the
deficity cou{d go as high as
$990,000 or 55 tax points. The
prior budget was 77 points or
$1.4 million. O’'Leary said
every possibiiity is being
explored - nich can reduce
the deficit, preserving jobs
and put the city on a "'firm,
financial footing.’

Because of these
circumstances, Mayor
0'Leary asked the Council
for an extention date of
March 13th to introduce the
budget. '*We need to explore
some lifferent avenues un
how to get the budget in line
and how to save money fo-
taxpavers,' added O'Leary

The citv 1s mandated to
introduce the budget on or
before March 14th.

City Treasurer Wilham
McGoewan reported that the
projected re+ 2nue for 1987 is
$4.923.729. In 1986, the
projected revenue was
$5.350,128 McGowan said
that this 1s a shortfall of
$426.399. As a result of
vartous programs.
McGowan said the gross
receipts are down by about
$22 000 McGowan went on to
say that i 1986 South Amboy
put $400 000 in surplus nto
the budget. "This vear we
are only capabte of putling
$100,000, said MeGowan.

According to McGowan |

Markovich Quits
Redevelopment Agency

The Ma o and  Oity
Council recetved a etter
from Andrew Markovich

offering his resignation as a
cogaissioner on the city s
Redevelopment Agency

Markovich is the second
member of the agency to
resign  Frederick Kurtz
submitted his letter of
resignation to the toard late
last vear Kurtz s vacancy
was never filled.

The Redevelopmeat
Avency has had only a few
meetings and has been
unable to set up any rules,
Markovich stated in his
letter. 1 strongly feel, and
the agency knows from the
few 'neetings that were haid,
there are those people 1n
South Aminy who do no want
this agency to act and go
foward.

One of the two vacancies
must be filled with a
member from the city s
Planning Board, according
1o the statute. The Oty
Council also must make one
appointment

The Council will be
accapting resumes for the
vacany

$496,364 was reduced from
the budget after McGowan,
the msyor and the city
administrator tried te go
over origina! budget
requests from all of the
departments. McGowan said
ite difference between the
expected revcnues of
$4,923.729 and the projected
budget of $5,918,169 is a
shortfall of $994,440 or 55 tax
pointz. Of that $5,918,169, it
also includes a reserve for
uncollected taxes, which the
city has to add to the budget.
McGowan added that this
has to he done to cover any
taxes South Amboy does not
collect during that year. "It
is always based on the prior
year collection,'' said
McGowan.

Videotaping

Ordinance

Sugiested

The (City Law Director
informed the ity Council it
is  his  opinion that
videotaping of city council
meetings bye(rrivate citize:s
is a permitted practice."

John Lanza, law Director,
said he would draft an
ordinance which would set
up guidelines for such taping
to take place. Lanza
suggiated to the council sn
ordinance should be adopted
to set the policy.

In a letter sent to council.
members, Lanza outlines
recent case histery which
has built a precident for
videotaping. Lanza also said
nothing in the Sunshine Law
prohibits or permits the
taping of meetings.

The videotape controversy
unfoided at the council's
Feb. 9th meeting, which was
videotaped . by  W:lham
O'L.eary, brother of Mayor
John T O'Leary The .
mavor's brother said he was
taping the meeting becaure
s mother could not attend
William O'Leary also set up
his camera at the councsl's
February 16th worksh p

meeting and said he was 7’
taping the meeting hecuua/
his father was unable t¢”
attend the meeting.

Al the February 23rd City
Counctl meeting.
Councilwoman kirma Brown
objected to the video camera
being used that night The
council voted to have tapings
halted as they wished a legal
opinion on the practice of

taping meetings  This
motion was favored by
Council members Bruce

Richmond, Jack Hulsart and
Edward J. Defort. Council
President Craig J. Coughlin
opposed the motion.

At Monday's Council
agenda meeting, Defort
expressed his apprehension
at having meetings
videotaped. He said he was
afraid private tapings could
hbe altere. and would
misrepresent the facts at the
meeting He added taudio!

tape recordings are

sufficient to record the

events of the meetings.
Coughlin said  he

considered requesting the
local cable TV affiliate to
tape the meetings for
broadcast.

“1'd be wilhng to prepare
an ordinance as a suggestive
device to geu the discusssion
going.'' Lanza said ‘)ust to
get some ideas






