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fit) Shocked by "Senseless" Murder
The brutal murder of

Harry O'Brien, a 49-year olri
operator at the city's wnter
treatment plant, has left the
City of South Amboy in shock
as a 17-year old city resident
has been charged with the
crime. According to
authorities, Ine motive was
robbery.

The youth surrendered
around noon last Friday to
Sayreville Police, a day and
a half after O'Brien's death
The youth, accompanied by
a relative, turned himself in
at the borough's police
headquarter?

The youth has been
charged with the murder of
O'Brien robbing him of $70
and for possessing a knife for
unlawful purposes.

According to Middlesex
County Prosecutor, Alan A
Rrrkoff, O'Brien was found
by *? worker scheduled to
relievo him at the Water
Treatment Facility, where

Mayor f o m ii To
Coisider Resoliiioi

The South Amboy Mayor
ar,d City Council are
considering adopting a
restriction similar to one
adopted by Sayreville,
opposing the expansion of
the Edgeboro Landfill and
limiting the use of said
landfill to Middlesex County
municipalities

The landfill is located in
East Brunswick and is used
for the disposal of solid
waste by the counties of
Union, Morris. Somerset and
Middlesex in New Jersey
and by New York City

According to the
resolution, it is anticipated
that the Edgeboro Landfill
will reach its maximum
capacity in the near future

In addition, the resolution
states, if any expansion of
the Edgeboro landfill snou1'!
be considered, then it is
suggested a new facility b,
the Department of
Environmental Protection
should be limited to use by
Middlesex County and its
respective communities
only

The Mayor and Council of
Sayreville urged that the
Middlesex County Board of
Freeholders notify l:nion.
Morris and Summerset
counties, and the City of New
York of the intention to
oppose th< expansion of the
landfill for dumping the
garbage other than what
come from Middlesex
County It was said to be the
opinion of Mayor John
McCormack and the
Borough Council that such
notification by the Middlesex
County Board of Freeholders

would be significant in
order to allow such counties
to make plans to dispose
their solid waste somewh?T
else as soon as possible

O'Brien was employed for
the past four yea a. "When
his relief man arrived, the
relief man found him lying in
a pool of blood by the door in
front of the office," said
Rockoff, our investigation
revealed that Mr. O'Brien
was stabbed twice in the
chest :<ree."

An autopsy by Middlesex
County Medical Examiner,
Dr. Marvin Shuster revealed
that O'ttrien bled to death
from two deep stab wounds

O'Brien was working alone
at the tim e of the attack
Authorities believe the
stabbing took place between
10 p.m. and 10:45 p.m. the
night of February 25th
Rockoff estimated this time
because of the fixed schedule
of duties performed

Rockoff described »he
murder as "a senseless
slaying for $70." He added
the identity of the youth
could not be disclosed, given
his juvenile status. However,
the state will petition the
Family Court to have the
teenager prosecuted as an
adult Authorities refused to
disclose whether the
defendant has a prior arrest
record.

Police have recovered
some ol the $70 taken from
O'Brien and als) recovered
the victims wa let. which
was discarded after the
attack

According to Rockoff, the
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teen knew O'Brien and lived
near him.

Police said a search
warrant was obtained the
day following the murder
and a warrant for his arrest
was issued Rockoff
creditied the investigators
and "citizen information",
which led them to the teen.
He also credited the police
departments of South
Amboy and Sayreville for
their "quick work ."

The youth is being held at
the Middlesex County
Juvenile Detention Center

"It's something I still can't
believe happened," said City
employee , reques t ing
anonymity, "Harry was one
of the nicest guys you'd ever
want to meet "

O'Brien was described by
friends and co-workers as a
very well respected
employee of the water plant
ana a devoted husband and
father

Involved in the
investigation were city
detectives: Sgt Raymond
Durski, Sgt Thomas* Noble
and Bernard Mackiet and
Robert McKeon From
Sayreville: Capt Robert
Conners, Lt Henry
Fiekarski and Sgt Robert
Dunworth along with
'nembers of the prosecutor's
office Major Crime Units
under the direction of Capt
Jospeh Zimmerman and Sgt
Thomas Rizzo

Plimiig lotrd
Reerguizes

Housing Funds Available
Mayor John T O'Leary

announced that as a result of
a meeting he attended of the
Middlesex County Ho«'sing
and Community
Development Committee, he
learned $62,000 is available
to the city on a county level
for programs to better
community housing
rehabilitation programs

O'Leary said South Amboy
has until March 17th to
formally submit pioposals
for the programs the city
will use

At the meeting, also
attended by Councilman
Jack Huisart and City
Engineer James Cleary. $1 (i
million is available in
Middlesex County for the
community services to
improve housing

The mayor said the
available balance of prior
year's allocations is
approximately $417,000
O'Leary said he nas no idea
why these funds went
untappet1 for the past three
years

"The task South Amboy
must accomplish is to
submit financial statements
for 1984, 1985. and 1986
project programs so our
town can get these fuids and
ma!ie them work in our
community The balance of
this money has been sitting
at the county for the past
three years, ' stated
O'Leary

Huisart. Who volunteered
to serve as the vice
chairman of the Middlesex
County Community
Development Cotr.mittee,
said ihere is much i.umey
avai'able which is directed

at low income homeowners
Continued on Page 2

City to MCliA-
"Give Is i Break!"

An attorney representing
the city urged the Middlesex
County Utilities Authority to
reduce the $21,000 in interest
charges accrued against the
city for $47,000 owed to the
MCI'A dating back to 198fr
Charles Thatcher, an

attorney, whose firm
Thatcher and Lanza, are
retained by South Amboy as
legal consultants said the
city failed to pay the M(TA
bills which where sent to the
city Thatcher urged the
M(TA )o modrtv Ihe Ml
percent interest rate
charged to the city, which is
per the South Hay
Agreement between the city,
Sayriville, Old Bridge and
the Old Bridge Utilities
Authority

According to Frederick
Kurtz, Executive Director of
the MCUA. the interest rate
can only iie modificdjby the
unanimous agreement oT the
four parties signing the
original agreement with the

The CiJy Planning Board
elected a nc«/ chairman and
vice chairman, v/hire
appoin'ing a new engineer
a id retaining their attorney

The planners also named a
new secretary
Michael Marrone, senior
member of the board, was
chosen as chairmen
Mf»'"rone replaces Andrew
Markovich, who was not
reappointed to the board
Newcomer Thcn:as
Donnelly was elected to the
post of vice-chairman

Angelo J Va'etutto,
Woodbridge, was appointed
as the board's new engineer
replacing H. Thomas Carr.
who served as the board's
engineer for the past 29
years.

Marrone and Councilman
Edward J Defort. the city
councils liaison to the
board, voted against Can* s
removal

Nothing against Mr
Valetutto, said Detort, I
believe the board with two-
thirds of the members being
new, needed direction with
someone familiar with the
town,

He has the experience
and the knowledge to
provide the City of South
Amboy with the professional
planning it deserves, said
O'Leary, the planning
board in South Amboy was
never provided with the
proper information to do the
research to make the proper
decisions, which we learned
from (retiring board
secretary) Madeline Percell
was the responsibility of the
planner

Valetutto served as
Municipal Engineer for six
years in Woodbridge

There are six first year
members to the board along
with two first year
alternates

The planners retained
Gregory Kusic. Keyport. as
their attorney

Erin O'Brien, reappointed
to the board last month, was
elected secretary, replacing
Madeline Percell. who
retired from the board after
service for 23 years Ms
O'Brien v.'ill serve as a
voting member.

The board will continue to
meet on the fourth
Wednesday of each month
Meetings will take place at
7: 30 p in and the agenda
session will take place at 7
p.m.

O'Leary Expresses Coiceri o i
City MoKey Matters

Mayor John T O'Leary
announced the preliminary
figures for the 1987 *
municipal budget stating
"the city »in dire straits "

The mayor said further
cuts are being contemplated
befort the budget is turned
over to tJie City Council

"It is important for the
city of South Amboy to know
hat it is in a financial

crisis, " O'Leary said, "vital
city services will not be
eliminated, however, it is
imperative that we run our
city in s effective and
productive manner ''

"My goal is to generate-
enough savings in the
current budget so that all
essential city jobs may be
preserved," said O'Leary

The mayor said the
deficity could go as high as
$990,000 or 55 tax points The
prior budget was 77 points or
$14 million. O'Leary said
every possibility is being
explored \-hich can reduce
the deficit, preserving jobs
and put the city on a "firm,
financial footing '

Because of these
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , Mayor
O'Leary asked the Council
for an extentton date of
March 13th to introduce the
budget. "We need to explore
some different avenues on
how to get the budget in line
and how to save money for
taxpayers," added O'Leary

The ci'y is mandated to
introduce the budget on or
before March 14th

City Treasurer William
McGowan reported that the
projected rrvsnue for 1987 is
$4,923,729 In 1986. the
projected revenue was
$5,350,i28 McGowan said
that this is a shortfall of
$426,399 As a result of
var ious p r o g r a m s .
McGowan said the gross
receipts are down by about
$22,000. McGowan went on to
say that in 1986 South Amboy
put $400,000 in surplus into
the budget "This year we
are only capable of putting
$100,000*." said McGowan

According to McGowan .

Mirkovirk Hulls
Redevelopment tgenn

Seniors Building
Bid Received

A bid for an add.itnn and
improvements to the Senior
Citizen's Center will be
considered soon by the City

Kurtz said the other Council.MCUA
three participants have all
paid their bills on time

The $97/)00 tab is charged
to the city for engineering
design expenses

Kurtz said the high
interest rate was charged so
the participating bodies
would pay the bills on time
Thaf'-her said the bills from
the MCI1 A were never sent
to the city council for
payment
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Thomas Vail, a New
Brunswick based Architect
for the project, told the
council Monday, a $189,700
bid was received from
Olympic Construct ion.

Vail said this amount was
win.in the anticipated cost
range for the project He
said a total breakdown of the
costs was unavailable

Plans for the Center call
for a 16 by 66 foot addition
plus a new roof for the
existing building Also the
kitchen area is to be
enlarged as well as the game
room

Additionally, a io-burner
gas range, a sink,
refngeia torf reezer and
tables will be installed:

The Mil >v and Cit>
Council received a letter
Irom Andrew Markovich
offering his resignation as a
("..iniuissioner on the city s
Redevelopment Agency

Markovich is the second
member of the agency to
resign Frederick Kurtz
submitted his letter of
resignation to the board late
last year Kurtz s vacancy
was never filled

The Redevelopment
Af,enc> has had only a few
meetings and has been
unable to set up any rules,
Markovich stated in his
letter. I.strongly feel, and
the agency knows from the
few 'Meetings that were held,
there are those people in
South Ami>oy who do no want
this agency to act and go
toward

One of the two vacancies
must be filled with a
member from the city s
Planning Board, according
to the statute The City
Council also must make one
appointment

The Council will be
accapting resumes fof the
vacancy

$496,364 was reduced from
the budget after McGowan,
the nuyor and the city
administrator tried to go
over origina1 budget
requests from all of the
departments. McGowan said
i!:e difference between the
expected revenues of
$4,923,729 and the projected
budget of $5,918,169 is a
shortfall of $994,440 or 55 tax
points Of that $5,918,169, it
also includes a reserve for
uncollected taxes, which the
city has to add to the budget
McGowan added that this
has to be done to cover any
taxes,South Amboy does not
collect during that year. "It
is always based on the prior
year collection." said
McGow&n

Videotaping
Ordinance
Suggested

The City Law Director
informed the City Council it
is his opinion that
videotaping of city council
meetings by private cit izen
is a permitted practice "

John Lanza, law Director.
said he would draft an
ordinance which would set
up guidelines for such taping
to take place. Lanza
suggaated to the council an
ordinance should be adopted
to sefthe policy

In a letter sent to council
members , Lanza outlines
recent case history which
has built a precident for
videotaping. Lanza also said
nothing in the Sunshine Law
prohibits or permits the
taping of meetings

The videotape controversy
unfolded at the counci l s
Feb. 9th meeting, which was
videotaped . by William
O'Leary, brother of Mayor
John *T <>'Lear> The
mayor's brother said he was
taping the meeting because
his mother could not attend
William O'Leary also set up
his camera at the councils
February I6'.h worksn p
meeting and said he was jf
taping the meeting because /^
his father was unable nv
attend the meeting

At the February 23rd Cit>
C o u n c 11 m e e t i n g .
Councilwoman Erma Brown
objected to the video camera
being used that night The
council voted to have tapings
halted as they wished a legal
opinion on the practice of
taping meetings This
motion was favored by
Council members Bruce
Richmond, Jack Huisart and
Edward J Defort Council
President Craig J Coughlin
opposed the motion

At Monday"s Council
agenda meeting, Defort
expressed his apprehension
at having meetings
videotaped 'He said he was
afraid private tapings could
t.e al tere . and would
misrepresent the facts at the
meeting He added (audio*
tape recordings are
sufficient to record the
events of the meetings

Coughlin said he
considered requesting the
local cable TV affiliate to
tape the meetings for
broadcast

"I'd be willing to prepare
an ordinance as u suggestive
device to gei the discusssion
going,' l̂ anzci said just to
get some ideas
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Mile Square Talk coiv: ITY
One couldn't heir, but bf moved by the Dick Howser story

When the Kansas City Koyals gave their managerial con
troll back to Howser, who decided on his own he just
couldn't come back this soon from two major brain cancer
operations In an era where corporate coldness is the norm.
its refreshing and encouraging to see a tittle compass'on
Howser':! story will always be an inspration to anyone af
dieted with such a fight for life

It was interesting listening to Bruce Johnson broadcast
the iady Guvs County Tournament victry over-WCTC.
Johnson had the time of his life attempting to pronounce
Renee Bialoblockis name. After butchering the name the
first few times he said, it, Johnson remarked "I don't need
this."

Dei.th is often a difficult concept to get used to. It is much
more difficult when someone is taken through an act of
violence. The murder of Harry O'Brien will leave a bad
taste in the mouths of alt who knew him for the res' of their
lives.

Gaire and Gerry Hartigan of this city are the proud
parents of a daughter, Nora Anne, born on Feb 12th at the
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

An interesting observation . since the Middlesex Coun-
ty Utilities Authority is charging 18% on the delinquent bill
of $97,000, to the city — the MCUA is capable of generating
income without a banking license, at a "Shylock"-interest
rate. Can that be legal? N

r t Funds Available
Continued f n.

According to Hulsart. this
money is interest free and
doesn't have to be paid back
until the homeowner sells
their home. He suggested the
people of South Am boy
should check into the
availability of funds in the
programs which could apply
to them.

The types of programs
available include a housing
rehabi l i tat ion program
where individuals ran
qualify up to $15,000 for work
on their homes There is a
program available where an
individual can completely
"re-gut" their home, at a

maximum of $35,000, and an
Economic Development
Program for small
businesses, which the mayor
says has little funding "This
is competitive money, that is
why we. need the
applications to get the people
involved," he said

South Amboy must make a
decision by March 7th as to
how the city is going to use
the $62,000 allotted for this
year. O'Leary said a public
meeting must be held for the
spending proposal and also
to inform the public The
minutes of this public
meeting must be sent to the
county by March 14th

"We are looking into a way
to try to administer these
programs and we would like
all qualifying candidates to
look into this and take
advantage of these
programs," said the mayor.

The mayor said that he is
looking for some input from
South Amboy citizens.
O'Leary said that fliers will
be distributed to people
informing them how to apply
and what the programs are
all about as soon as they are

made available.
"These monies cannot

reduce taxes but they are a
gift from the government to
improve our city," said
O'Leary. Such
improvements the mayor
mentioned were the Senior
Citizen Center addition,
beautification of Broadway,
improvements to Veteran's
Field, water tank on
Catherine Street, park
inprovements. and the
Karitan Street drainage,
which has been an ongoing
project

Romper Room Confer!
Tickets Available

Congregation Beth Ohr of
old Bridge presents the all
"New Romper Room in
Concert" Starring Miss
Molly. DoBee and Professor
Putter on April 5, 1987 Two
Big shows at 12 Noon and 4
p.m. Audio is being supplied
by KC Sound Ticket prices
are $7.00 and $6.00. Concert
is bei ig held at Cedar Ridge
High School. For ticket
information, please call 727
7773.251-8366 or 679-7835.

r
Happy 76th

Birthday

Werner Jahnke

March 5th

Love,

Your Family

HOB NOBBIN WITH THE BIO BRASS- Maureen E. Mar-
tin of McLean, Va. (daughter of Kay Baranowski and the
latr Joe Biranowski of 3S5 Parker Ave,) recently attended
a farewell tribute in Washington DC. for Senator Barry
Goldwater with her husband Philip J. Martin. Maureen
t right in picture) looks on approvingly at the autograph she
just received from Senator Edward Kennedy of
Massachusetts.

The Sayreville Golden Agers Choral Group will be perfor-
ming at the Black Hawsk Sr Drum and Bugle Corps, ex
hibition at St Marys Auditorium in South Amboy on Satur-
day, March 7th at 7pm ur.der the direction of Colbert
Bowie.

leretveineit Program
At St. Benadettes

An eight week program
regarding bereavement will
be held at the Parish Annex
et St Bernadeties Church
starting Saturday, March
14th from 7:30 to9 30p -"..

The purpose of the
program is to help in a
healing experience for
person who recently suffered
the loss of a loved one.

The program de?»ls with
the coping of £nef.
loneliness, adjustments-
facing the future and making
decisions

Further information is
available from Jean Waniro,
727-0424; Florence Dooney.
721-0334; and Gladys Tice,
721-1993. '

Novena To St. Jude
O Holy St Jude. apostle
and martyr, great in virtue
and rich in miracies, near
kinsman of Jesus Christ,
faithful intercessor ot all
who invoke your special
patronage i« lime of
need, t o you 1 have
recourse from the depth
of my heart and humbly
beg to whom God has
given such great power to
come to my assistance.
Help me in my present
and urgent petition. In
return, I promise to make
your name known, and
cause you to be invoked

Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and
Glorias St Jude please
pray for me. Amen.

Publication must be pro
mised. This Novena has
never been known to fail

LT.S.

Demonstration Class Monday, March 9, 1987 — 6:45 P.M.
K of C, Route 35, Key port

MAINTAIN AEROBIC FITNESS
2X a week, 20 classes $65 3X a week, $97.50

Join with a friend and save 50% - CALL 721-.692 NOW
P.O. Box 3182, South Amboy, Naw Jersey 08879

NEXT SESSION STARTS MARCrl 16 Mon.-Wed. Thur. 6:45-7:45 P.M.

CALENDAR
This Fvent or trip column 1* run a* a public »ervlcf IT»e

ir». rtion in frw of charge — all rrprttt Insertion* of thf
Itrm will be chared In advance it tZ.OO per inM-rtlon.

March «, l»87
South Amboy Irish Americna Association will hold their

annual St. Patrick s Day Social at the Monaghan House at 8
p m

March 7. 1987
Melrose Blackhawks Senior Drum k Bugle Corps

presents Sounds ot the Century. Saturday 7 p.m. at St.
Mary's High School, Stevens Ave., South Amboy. Donation
$5.00

March 7. IM7
Annual Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner to be held at Trini-

ty United Methodist Church, Frank Ave, South Amboy. In-
cluded with the dinner is salad, bread, dessert and
beverage, all for $6.00. Children under 12 -$3.00. Dinner will
be served from 5 to 7 p.m. Tickets will be available at the
door.

Governors Teacker
Recogiitioi

The South Amboy Board of
Education announced today
the recipients of the
Governor ' s Teacher
Recognition Program for '.he
Spring of 1987 A Selection
Panel was charged with
chosing a candidate for each
school in the district from
nominations submitted to
Mr John S Olexa.
Superintendent of Schools
Each recipient will receive a
'<1000. grant from the State of
New Jersey to br used on
purchases for their school

Mrs. Elizabeth Wenz was
selected from the
nominations in the South
Amboy Elementary School
Mrs Wenz has been an
elementary school teacher in
the district for the past
seventeen years She is
currently teaching in the
third grade

The selection from the
South Amboy Middle School
was Mrs Catherine
("harmello She is currently-
teaching english, reading
and writing in the seventh
and eighth grades Mr.:
Charmdlo has taught in the
district for five years

Mr George Vifgilio, a high
school teacher, was the
selection from Hoffman
High School. Mr Virgiliohas
taught in the district for
twenty years in the areas of
mathematics and computer
science.

Mrs. Teresa Schwarick,
Mrs Mary McCarthy and
Mrs Barbara Rone were
representatives of the Board
of Education on the Selection
Panel The teaching staff
was represented by Miss
Margaret Mary Vail, Mrs
Joann Blackmore, and Mrs
Claire Virgilio. Mrs Sand-a
Silva represented the South
Amboy PTA Other
members of the pane! were
Mrs Carol Galley, a district
administrator, and Mrs
Frances Keenan, a retired
teacher and Mrs Alice
McLaughlin, a citi/en of
South Ambry

The teachers selected in
the Governor's Teacher
Recognition Program will be
honored at a dinner in the
Spring, which will be co
sponsored by the Board of
Education and the South
Amboy Educat ion
Association

Seniors to Meet
Tin* South Amboy Senior

Citizens Club. Inc, will meet
on Wednesday, March 11th
at 1 pin at thf Senior
Citizens Resource Center

March 10, 1987
South Amboy Girls Softball Association meeting at 8 p.m

at Luke Lovely Post *62, David St., South Amboy

March 14, 1987
A Fashion Show will be sponsored by the Sacred Heart

Home School Association on Saturday at the Shore Casino.
Atlantic Highlands. The show begins a4»Jl:30 am. Tickets
are by advance sale only and will cost $18. For tickets or in
formation call 727 9542 or 727-3792 or any H.S.A. member

March 15. 19X7
Spring Luncheon and Fashion Show, 100 pm at Grand

Marquis (formerly Dorian Manor), Route 9, Old Bride, N.J.
Furs and fashions by Mirrow's of Philadelphia Sponsored
by Our Lady of Victories Home School Association. For
tickets call 727-5627.

May 1987
A trip s planned for Nashville. Tennessee for seven days

and six nights Trip includes deluxe accommodations, 4
hour narrated city sightseeing tour, admission for a full day
visit of Opryland USA, admissior. to Grand Ole-Wpry, all
hotel taxes, gratuities for k.ggage handling, meal plan
available optional Foi more information please call
721-0722 or 721-5717

June 23-27
Third armual Carnival for the South Amboy Fire Dept

will be .leld at South Amboy Skating Arena Parking l,ot on
Stevens Ave'

p 19-Octobrr H, 1987
South Amboy Seniors South Pacific Adventure trip to

Honolulu. New Zcland, Australia and Opt. Fiji. For infor
mation and registration call Hyacinthia Burke 721 -5717 or
721-0722

5? Basketball
Tournament Set

The South Amboy
Recreation Department has
announced plans for the
First Annual 52 Basketball
Tournament of Champions.

Dates for the first round
double el imination event
are Saturday and Sunday.
March 21st and 22nd at
Hoffman High Gym

The tourney features two
divisions, the Men's division
35 and over, and the
Women's Division for High
School graduates.

The Men's division is open
to any South Amboy
resident, 35 years old and up,
or any Hoffman or St
Mary's high school graduate
:15 and over.

The Women's division is
open to any South Amboy
resident, who is a high school
graduate, and also any
Hoffman or St Mary's high
school graduate.
Monetary prizes arid
trophies will be awarded to
the top L'.VO finishers in each
division The 52 iournament
is self-sustaining, so a token

• tsntry fee will be charged.
Please contact Assistant

Recreation Director, Mary
I.ou DeBlis, 721-5617 after
500 p in for further
information

Soil! Altai
Seeks Voliitem

The South Amboy
Recreation is currently
preparing a diversified
Recreation piogram for
1987, and the current
Recreation Committee can
definitely use volunteers, to
make South Amboy's
program become one of the
finest around

Senior citizens, high school
students, and adults who
may have some free time to
donate to the community,
picas? call Assistants
Recreation Director, Mary
Lou DeBlis, at 72.1-5617 after
5:0Op.m.

In addition to being part of
a growing Recreation
Program, the main reward
is the great feeling of
accompUshment you receive
as being instrumental in
helping a new program
become a reality and
smashing success.

The fastest animal is the
cheetah The large cat has
been clocked at seventy
miles per hour

Meet
Tho monthly meeting of

thf Board of Trustees of tin1

Dowdell Library will be hHd
on Tuesday, March 10th at
B 00 p m in the Library at
Second Street and North
Stevens Avenue

The Meeting is open to the
Public

Happy Birthday
SHIRLEY MAE

KKLLY
March 4

Love,
The t'awlik

Family
"39 again"


