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Plans Announced to Honor

’Leary and Coughlin

Mayor O'Leary

The South Amboy
Democratic Organization
will hold a Victory Dinner-
Dance honoring Mayor John
T O'Leary and Councilman-
at-Large Craig Coughtlin at
the Grand Marquis, Route 9
South, Old Bridge.

Councilman-at-Large Coughtin

8. A donation of $50. per
person will include open bar

For further information,
please contact Thomas

Brinamen, Dinner Chairman
or Dennis McCarthy.

The dinner will take placm F U .ty
on Friday. May 1st, 1987 with 0r i" '

a cocktail hour beginning at
7 p.m. followed by dinner at

Let’s (Not) Go to the
Yideo Tape!

The practice g‘ video
taping council meetngs was
halted Monday 4% Council
members wished to review a
decision by Law Director
John Lanza on the legality of
taping the meetings

Councilwoman Erma
Brown said it 1s the council
who set the criteria for the
meetings and objected to the
camera set up at the rear of
the “ouncil Chambers Two
conseutive meetings were
previcusly \ideo taped by
Willian: O'Leary, brother of
Mayor John T. O'Leary.

Council members Bruce
Richmond, Jake Defort and
Jack Hulsart sunported Mrs.
Brown's mo.on. Council
President Craig Coughlin
dissented. Defort said a
mlicy on this matter shouid

agreed to first, before any
more tapings are to take
place.

Coughlin requested than
that the ca'nera be turned
off. Thomas O'Leary, also a
brother of the mayor, was

working the camera
- Monday.
Lanza said he would

distribute his opinion to the
council and the matter would
be discussed at the next
cotncil workshop meeting.

Jrr—

HENRY'S ¢,
BARBER SHOP
10650 PineAve

South Amboy

L—-_ 121-1291

Peterson

Pharmacy inc.

Open This Sunday

1000am lpm
6pm 9pm

721-0137

Reacting to a newspaper
story which had city officials.
pointing fingers over the
cause of the city's financial

woes, Councilman Jake
Defort urged that the
“political  whining™  be
stopped.

Mavor John I O'Lrary
said in a daily newspaper
article “‘the budget left hy
the past administration hes
left the city in a financial
crisis.” he said, “political
decisions to erode our
surplus, while expanding
city spending 1s the cause of
our problem "~ O'Leary said
other comments were,
solicited by the reporter “to’
make a better story =~ The

. mayor added the bulk pf his

comments were madein a
press release issued last
week.

The newspaper's story
was fleshed out Dby
comments from former
Mayor J. Thomas Cross and
City Council members Bruce
Richmond and Erma Brown.

Defort said as a refporter
he understood comments
from affected parties werc
appropriate for the article.
“*Rarely does a press release
get printed verbatim.”

Defort said the comments
did nothing but further
widen the gap in the city's
Democratic Party. ‘These
comments and finger
pointing are not my idea of
fence mending.

“1 think the politica
whining should stop, we
must deal with taese
problems in the present
tensé, we should tiy to come
up with solutions as a
compiete body for the good
of all the people of South
Amboy. All of us working
together could make our
task a little easier to
accomplish ™

After the City Council
meeting, Defort said his
comments were not meant to
be aimed al anyone In
particular "'but it was aimed
at us as a whole,”” he said

CO X

1.3. Harrigan Co., Inc.

- Heul Kalute b Imsurain ¢
1250 Ht Y South Aty

7217500

Mas Arrested  Councilman Calis for Pay Cut

In Burglary

Shortly after the burglary
of a David Street residence,
pohice grrested a Sayreville
man, who was found with
items stolen from the home.

Police said Brian
Wegrzyn, 29, wvas cha:ged
vith hurglary and theft.
Police siad the owners of the
house arrived home last
Tuesday evening around
730 and found the lights on
and the back door's window
broken

Police were notified their
television, video casselte
recorder, stereo and other
¢lectronic equipment were
IMISSING.

Within an hour after the
report, Def. Robert McKeon,
in an unmarked police ca-,
noticed & man behaving in a
suspicious manner a few
blocks from the scene of the
hurglary. Policc observed
Wegrzyn czoerge {rom a
wyoded arex with a
television set which he put in
acar

Drag Education
Seminars Suggesied

Councilman Jake Defort
called for the mavor and
council along with the city’s
Teenage Drug and Alcohol
Abuse Committee and
Recreation Department
invaive the city league
managers and coaches of the
city's recreational leagues

Commenting at Mondayv s
City Council meeting. Deforl

Continued on page b

Citing the fiscal problems
currently being encountered
by the city, Councilman-at-
Large dward ‘‘Jake’
>Defort recommended the
mayor and council members
‘‘lead by example’ and take
4 25 percent reduction in
salary.

Defort said such a
reduction. would save the
city about $7,500. “‘This
might be a drop in the bucket
overall, but it is $7,500 which
could be kept in the police
budget or fire department
budget, where everybody in
the city would benefit by naot
having various programs
cut.”

Defort also remarked the
monies could go for testiryg
the sand, which is dredged
by the McCormack
Aggregates Sand Co. for any
toxins which may be in the
sand which is Clown around
the area. "*“We have to get to
the bottom of what is
blowing around down
there,’”” he said, "'I'd like us
to take the lead, tighten our
helts and lead by example.”

The Mayor of South
Amboy currently earns an
annual salary of $6.103
compared to the mayor of
Savreville's salary of $5.500
Defort said the mayor of
Matawan, a town of simihar
size to South Amboy earns
$3.500, while the mayor of
Aberdeen (19,000 population
of 5.4 miles) earns $3,000,
Council members tn
Matawan and Aberdeen earn
$3.000. while a4 council person

in Sayvreville makes $5.500.

The council president 1n
south Amboev o oakes $7,438

Maloney Out as Business Administrator
0'Leary Tabs Minnick as Interim

In confirming the city's
worst kept secret, Mavor
John T. O'Leary :ppointed
Frank Minnick as ‘he city's
Business Administrator
replacing James J. Maloney.
Minnick received a 90-day
appointmen! which would
allow the counecil to accept
resumes and interview
potential successors.

Maloney, a hoid over from
the previous administration,
was rumored to be replaced
by Minnick, last month.
Council members Craig J.
Coughlin, Jack Hulsart ard
Jake Defort approved
Minnick’s interim
appointment while Bruce

'Richmend and Erma Brown
abstained.

The mayor indicaied the
importance of working with
someotie who he fefls
comfortuble with. The post

f business administrator is
the mayor's chief executive
in the city.

This change occurred
during a critical period
regarding .he municipal
budget. The special election
in January left little tin.e for
the mayor to make his key
appointments. The council
will use the 90-day period to
interview candidates for the

ost. N¢ candidates were
interviewed during the

riod Maloney worked as a
:0ldover.

O’Leary said Minnick's
experience in financial
controls made him an
attractive candidute for the
gosl given the city's current
iscal hardships.

Minnick served as the
city's assistant treasurer for
15 years until 1971 under
mayor John Leonard.

#) Lear, said Minnick had
b‘en working with Maloney
in city hall for the past
month. The mayor addea he
made his decisions in the
best interests of the city
during a critical period.

Minnick is a 1952 graduate
of Fordham Uaiversity with
a Bachelors degree in
Accounting. Until April of
1986 he worked as a plant
manager for the Titan
Corpovation, Electronic
Products Division
Previously. he was
employed as a Division
Controller of ¥lectronic
Memories & Magnetics
Corporation, where he
managed a staff of 15
employees responsible for
general accounting cost
accounting, budgeting,
payroll and financial
statements of a $15 million
dollar division.

According to his resume,

Minnick is a seascned
execitive with over 15 years
of experience in plant
management and

manufacturing of electronw
components for top US.
companies. He has extensive
line-management exgeri-
ence in financial controls. He
listed as his strengths,
strategy planning, creative
problem solving., and
persuasive communication

Maloney served  us
business administrator since
November 1985. He
succeeded Nicholas Smoiney
who fesigned 5 months prior
to Maloney's appointment
Maloney also worked as
business administrater in
¥atontown, Soutl, Orange
and Woodbridge.

Councilman-at-Large Defort

while & counc!
makes $4,627.

The council is expected to
vote on their reduction at
their next meeting An
ordinance is required to
amend salaries.

person

Appointments Made
To fity Boards

With the consent of the
City Council, Mavor John T
'Leary made s veral
appointments to the city's
Planning Board. Appointed
to the vacancies were
George Kress and Barbara
Ru-=sell

Councilman Jake Defort

was  appointed as the
council’s liaison to the
planning hoard.
In their appointments, the
CHy Councyl reappointed
Raymond Tomaszewsk: to
the Housing Authority. Also
appointed to the ar*hority
was newcomer Jack
McCarthy.

Appointed to the Zoning
Board of Adjustment as
alternates  were Ron
Gorczyea and Ron Zamant

Man dies ig
Homse Fire

A 89 year old man was
killed in a fire, which broke
out last Wednesday evening
in a house located at 418
l.effert Street.

Sherman Lingenfelter was
pronounced dead at the
scene of the smokey fire,
which authorities helieve
was started by a pipe the
man had been smoking.

The head of the Middlesex
County Arson TAsk Force,
Deputy Chief Thomas
Maltese said the pipe was
found 1n the living room on
the ground floor of the two-
family house.

According to a report by
the Middlesex County
Medical Examiner’s office,
L.ingenfelter died of smoke
inhalation from
“‘asphyxiation due to carbon
monoxide. "

Lingerfelter was the
tenant of the ground floor
apartment of the house
owned by Eugene Lopez. The
upstairs tenant, Phylis
DelPercio was home at the
time of the blaze, but was
able to escape. Ptl. William
Cheeseman was injured
attempting to get to
Lingenfelter Cheeseman
was treated and released at
South Amboy Memoorial
Hospital -
Cheeseman received
treatment for lacerations to
his hands and ‘ace, which he
received breaking in a back

door to the house.
Cheeseman and Det
Bernard Mackiel were

mitially unable to reach
Lingenfelter because of the
smoke. Shortly thereafter.
they re-entered the building
with two firemen. and they
found Lingenfelter in his
apartment '

Ms. DelPercio was also
transported (o South Amuoy
Memanal Hospital, where
she was treated and
released

Ex Thiet Michael Tonis s presented with a gilt by John E. Szathowski, dinner
chairman. Tons was honored at a testmamal dinner held on Saturdiy
evening at the Seven Arches i Perth Amboy

Hank Megili. president of the Protection engine Co. extended the weicome
and introduced the toastmaster Attie O'CONNOR Wayor John T. O'Lesry
presented Tons with the Ex Chiel's hadge Speakes at the occasion ~“we:
Firg Chig! James Beshada, Richa:d Johason, 1si Assi. Chiet; and vonald

Braun, 20d Asst. Chiel.

Other presentations were made by Linda O'Leary, president of the
Mechanicsvil'e Ladies Auniliary and Chester Meinzer, SAFD Fire Marshall.

Assisting on the commitiee with Szalkowski were: Joe Connors, Ed
Stathowski, Tim Waiczak, Tom Szathowski, Ken Walczak, Steve Szathowski,
Dean Kenny and Ed. Downs. Photo by James Todesco.






