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Defort Sworn In as
Councilman-at-Large’

After 20 minutes of
deliberation, he C(ity
Council appointed Edward
““Jake'" Defort to the post of
councilmar.-at-large. Defort
succeed: John T O'Leary.
who resigned the post after
his victory in a special
mayoral election.

Defort was selected from a
group of three candidates,
chosen by the city's
Democratic Committee to
afapear before the council
along with Michael
Charmello and Thomas
O'Brien. After individual
interv.ews, which lasted
nearly one hour, the council
deliberated for nearly 90
mmutes behind closed doors
tefore emerging to vote.

Charmello was nominated
by Councilman Jack Hulsart
with Councilman Bruce
Richmond in support. Defort
was nominated by Council
President Craig J. Coughlin,
with Counciiwoman Erma
Brown supporting him.
Mayor John T. O'Leary
broke the tie casting vote,
his vote was for Defort.

“It was a very emotional
decision,”” said ('Leary.
“both Mike and J2ke were
very qualified for the job
Jake has the knowledge of
the goings on of the city.
having been present at all
the meetings. We needed
someone who was abreast of
the issues of South Amboy ™

O'Lear?' also urged both
Charmelio and O’'Biien to
stay active in the local
government. ‘‘Both have

ood intentions and are out
or the good of South
Amboy .’ said O'Leary.

Defort aid he was very
ha?y with his selection but
sald he will miss reporting
the news for The Citizen. 'l
have (o find a new job,”
Defort said, '‘obviously I
have to divorce myself from
writing council stories, but !
intend to continue writing
features for the paper.

“I'm very proud of the
work I did for the Citizen and
I hope to serve the city well
as councilman.' Defort has
served as Associate Editor
and municipal reporter for
The Citizen since Decembe;
1985. He previously servd
as a rorrespondent with The
Asoury Park Press for four
vears. In addition, Defort
served as coordinator of the
Middlesex-Somerset Tel-
Med Conszrtium, which was

a service of four 4rea
hospitals providing free
telephone heaith information

to the {wo counties
"“The city cou'dn’t lose
tonight,”” Defort added,

*“Mike and Tom have served
the city well for many years,
I would have been equally
happy if either of them were
" selected. I was elated when
the committee had selected
me and I'm honored by the
council's appointment ™’
After Muyor ()'Leaty. cast
the deciding vote, both
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Fdward “Jake  Defort

Hulsart and Richmond
changed their vote to make
Defort’'s appointment
unanimous.

“It was a tough decision
‘when you have three
qualified people ana you
have to pick one..' said
()'Leary.

With nis appointment to
the council, Defort becomes
the second Citizen alumnus
on the council. In the mid-
1960's Mrs. Brown served as
Managing Editor of the

per

"1 didn't even enrsider
seeking the post untii after
Jack (O'Leary) was elected
and the announcement came
in for council candidates. I
thought about it a while and |
feit 1 had the qualifications
to go for it,”’ Defort said,
“‘serving as a reporter in the
town you live is very
difficult, 1 found myself
getting too involved in the
issues and [ thought [ had
something to offer to the
council

Defort is also currently
employed as the regional
manager for a New York-
New Jersey based retail
chain. He is a graduate of
Seton Hall University. where
he received his degree in
Communications
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Break-in At Gym Fundraisers Planned For Local Student

Police were informed over
the weekend of a ireak-in at
the §St. Mary's gym.
Approximately 12:30 p.m
Saturday. peiice were
notified of an apparant
burgiary at the gym

Acoarding to police, they
discovered various doors
within the building were
spashed ana 2 concession

- rosm was ransacked, and a

quantity of candy and soda
were stolen. Police said the
intruders  atteripted  to
hreak-in to other various
areas of the building.

The matter s vreing
investigated by Ptl. George
Kern and et Bernard
Mackiel

Theft Interrupted--
One Arrested

Police arrested one ¢ iy
man caught in the mids¢ of
an apparant burglary ol a
motor vehicle on Ncrth
Stevens Avenue.

According to police Pti
James Wallace and Sgt
John McCabe while on patr:,
February 1 at 1 a.n,
observed the suspect
William R. Bath, 27, seat.
in a motor vehicle Pty
Wallace had knowledge the
suspect was not the owner of
the vehicle.

Upon investigating the
matter, police fow 4 the
console and dashboaru area
of the car Stereo svstem.

Police arrested Rath. also
taken n to custody vere two
individuals standii.g :ear
the car. ,

Bath was charged with
burglary of a motor vehicle,
attempted-theft and criminal
mischiefl for excessive
damage. He was being lield
in liev of $5,000 bail. The
other two suspects were
released pending charveeos.

Police also discovered
nuistanding arrest warrents
for Bath rut of OMd bridee
and South Amiwy

KARCHER

Josep: T. Kareher, of 1w
former
horough attorney,
assemblyman and author.
died Wednesday January
28th. He was 83.

Funeral services were
held on Saturday mormng
from Maliszewski Memorial
ome 1n Sayrevilie followed
by a Mass of Ciristian
Buria! at O-r Lady of
Victortes Rumar Catholie
Church.

A hfelong  burough
resident, e was an aclive
trial lawyer in New Jersey
for almost 60 years.

After graduaing from
what 15 .ow Rutgers Law
senool, Newark. in 1927, he
was admitted to the New
Jersey -Bar o 1928 and
practiced law in Sayreville
until s death. Mr Karcher
was admitled to practice
before the U.S Supreme
Cour tin 1956 ,

He served as Savreville's
magistrate from 1924 1o 1932
and as a Middlesex County

Cassemblyman from t4930 &)

1932
During his termy, he chaired
the Committee on Finance
and sponsored the Jegislation
creating the Edison Tower
the township’'s Menlo Park
section

He served as  deputy
surrogate of  Middlesex
County from 1932 ic 1938 and

Michae‘rCmsigno. a 1st
Grader at Sacred Heart
Elementary School, is a very
special littlp hoy. He was
healthy. an ¢ xcellent student
and a great haseball player
l.ast August, his eyes hegan
to bothe biv. When his
parente ‘ook 'im to the
doctor, they weie (oid that
both of Michael . retias
detached spontaneosly. itnd
the doctors have no
explanation for the rare
condition. T'~o operations on
the left eye have f.. »d to
2¢rrect the probler . but
threv on his right eye have
kept *he retina attached so
far, his mother, Kathy said

Operations in Philadelphia
and Boston have cdrained the
family emotionally and
financially. '‘After his last
operation, he had to remain
on his stomach for five
straight dass He amazed
his dociors and nurses by his
cooperation and never

. registering a complaint,” his

mother said.
Everyone at Sacred Heart

‘School. faculty. students.

and parents included, has
been having fundraisers to
help with Michael's medical
bills. *'We have had a tricky
tray. afghan raffle and a
comn pitch for the children”
sald Sister Mary Vianney.
“Would you believe not one
t:cnny was in any of those
huckets?’ ' added Sister She
commented that the students
are all for Michael getting
betier.

A spaghetti dinner s
planned for February 21st at
the Sacred Heart Cafeteria
from 48 pm David
Paczkowski, a former
student here. has taken over
the whole dinner.”” said
Sister, "'this 1s his project
and is turning into a
success '~ David has never
met Michael, but heard of
Michael's phght through
school organizations

They needed a fundraser,
and [ think it's a very good
cduse,”’ Paczkowskl sind He
also hopes to use the dinner

Michael Consiglio

to become an Eagle Scout A
Life Scout, Paczkowski must
earn the higher rank through
a service project

Paczkowski will got help
from his mother, Margaret,
who will he crafting some
needlewerk for a dinner
raffle The table decorations
will be done by his brother.
13-year old Stanley Jr . as
part of a confirmation
project

Sister Viang€y sand that
anvone iferested tn

purchasmg® ckets  muny

contact the school (727-0834)
and tickets will he mailed
out The cost of tickets are
$4 for adults and $2.50 for
holdren "The HSA s
helping David with
cuerything he needs and we
ceally hope it Is a great
aceess T added Sister.

A Michael Consiglio
Henefit Rock Concert will be
held at the school on March
24th and 25th The students
A1H mimie their favorite
performers of the 50's and
H's Sister said.

All money collected will go
to the Consiglio family to be
used to help the family in
any way they see fit. The
medical and travel costs
have added up to quite a bit.

Sister Vianaey said that it
is @ matter of sympathy and
not pity for what they have
been doing to help Michael.
""We are going to take care of
our brother. Michael." said
Sister 'l saw him recently
and he is doing well. He is
always smiling and is so
bubbly We really are
looking forward to having
Rim back at Sacred Heart."

Anyone wishing to make a
contiibetion to help Michael,
please send it to: The
Michael Consigho Fund, c¢ro
Sacred Heart Elementary
School. Cedar Street. South
Ambov. N J 08879

Bank Announces Appointments

George Scharph
President of Atiboy Madison
National Bank, announced
the appointment of Frank
Kurzawa, as a member of
the Board of Directors Mr
Kurzawa s a hfelong
resident of the area, and i
involved mn various
community activitres,
including  South Amboy
Memorial Hospital for the
past 12 years. having served
on the Board of Governors
for the past 10 years and in
1985. elected as president
His family has owned and

LAID TO REST

as Sayreville municipal
attorney from 1938 to 1965,
and was a member of the
Board of “ditors from the

New Jersev State  Barv
Journal. now New Jersey
Lawyer

Mr Karcher was

amember of the Middlesex
County. State and American
Bar Associations: and the
American Trial Lawyers
Association.  and  was
parliamentarian for the
state organization from 1955
tn 1971

Among his  prominent
cases was one of the nation’s
first environmental suits. in
which his clients sued {ive
large Oid Bridge industries
in 1953 for polluting the South
River.

While municipal attornes
for Sayreville, he was
instrumental 1n arranging
the rebuilding of the Deep
Cut bhidge  and  the
construction of the Koute
overpass and underpass i
the Melrose section

He also helped enable
Sayreville to acquire from
che Sayre and Fisher Brick
(o the 40 acre tract bounded
bv Main Street, MacArthur
Avence aad Dolan Street
that now comtams municipal
buildings ¢d War Memorial
Park

Mr Harcher wrote 15
books and more than 100

published articles on law
history and government
“Karcher's Handbook on
Parhamentary Law’™ has
been  published in 18
printings since 1951

Among his other bouks are
“Histories of Sayreville,
Success Through Pubhe
Speaking.” Main Street
Lawyer. ' “Epitaph for
Ellen” and eight volumes of
“The Golden Treasury
Serapbook

He was @ member of Our
Lady of Victories Roman
Catholic Church, and served
for more than 12 vears as a
trustee

Mr  Karcher was o
member of the Savreville
Knights of Columbus. Our
Lady of Victories Council
2061 and 1its Fourth Degree
Assembly . and he served as
director and counsel of
Sayreville Savings and Loan
Association. now  Penn
Federat. more than 50 ¥rs

I'* was the husband of
Ellen 1. Karcher, who died
n 1963, and the father of
Joyee Rhaesa vho died o
1977

Surviving are twa
daughters, Evelvn ¢ Graff
of Spring Lake and Superor
Court Judee Rosemary K
Reavey of Sayreville, one
son, Assemblyman Alan J
Karcher of Sayreville. and
1t grandchildren
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Frank hurzawa

operated two lunera! homes
in the South Ambuy and
sayvreville area for over 50
yvears Mr Scharpf said that
Mr Kurzawa's knowledge of
the local area and strong
bus~iness ties will keep our
community oriented bank 1n
touch with our tocal markets
as we continue to grow

Along with Mr. Kurzawa's
appointment. Mr. Scharpf
announced these additionz)
appointments Mr. Joseph
DiSepio from Semor Vice
Preswdent to Executive Vice
President. Robert O'Donnell
to Semor Vice Preswdent,

tContinued on page 2
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