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Being elected mayor on
January Sth culminates an
extraordinary year in the
life of John T O'Leary. As a
result of nine months of
vigorous campaigning for
three elections, the ,0b has
just begun

O'Leary has spent every
evening, sometimes >ell
past midnight, n City Hall >n
what he calls a "learning
process." Politically John T
O'Leary is well known His
ideas have been ft?).nJJ
papers throughout the year
with a great deal of success
After all, in (he three
elections, ballots ia.st for
him have totalled over 4,500

Here we would like to take
a more informal look at the
mayor, touching upon the
things not widely known
We'll even mention a few
things that people may nol
even care to know For
instance:

MAYORAL THIN IA »: His
favorite male linger is the
late, great Klvis Presley, but
Bruce Springsteen is the
performer he would most
want to see

John T O'Leary • In*
answers to "Jack" as well s
"Mayor"). :i'2. is a lift' long
South Am boy resident His
father Jack. a city
policeman and his mother
Mary, are the parents or four
children Joanne, the oldest,
then the mayor. William and
Thomas His parents also
run Dooling Klectric. which
they inherited from the late
John Dooling. a one time city
electrician

The mayor's sister,
Joanne, and her husband
Kenny are the parents of two
children. Kenny. A, and
Kaitlyn, 2 Joanne ts one of
the principals of the South
Amboy Voters for the
E n v i r o n m e n t (SAVE*
group, which also came to
the fore in 1986

William is a linesman for
Jersey Central Power and
Light, who is also involved
with Dooling Electric His
youngest brother, Thomas,
hold', a Masters in Business
Administration and !ias been
accepted to Seton Hall Law
School, which he is
scheduled to start in
September

MAYORAL TK1VIA #2:
His favorite talk-show hosts
are Johnny Carson and Dick
Cavett
Growing I'p

O'Leary has always been a
sports enthusiast and
participated in a wide
variety of sports on various
levels In the South Amboy
Little Fella's Logue .
O'Leary was the cat;her on
the Enterprise Uam He
went on to the B*>be Ruth
League, playing on the
Karitan Hiver Kailroad

MADURA
PHARMACY

721-t732
Open This Sunday
6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

In C •»•'<>» Em«rfe«ney
Call

721-1930

U'iir.i. under manager Kay
Stockton Was he any good''

"I was alright." l'c said
I'nfortutiatt'iy, he uid not
play on any championship
teams

•The big thrill hack then in
the Little League was wh. i.
we'd go to the ballgames and
Alfie (lark would be there."
O'Leary recalled, "tl was
great to see an e* major
leaguer down there with us.
he was somebody to U.ok up
to for us I Ken."

O'Leaiy also played for
the South Amboy Sabres.
Pop Warner team playing
for Huss Hahn and Boh
Kppinger He also \ias a
member of the Frog Hollow
Swim Team

Even at a young age.
O'Leary remembers going
'»ul doing electrical work
with h is father "He taught
me the trade as a young boy
and he alwavs had myself
and my broker Billy out
pulling wires." he said, "he
gave us a good insight on
what life was about, how to
make a living for yourself "

O'Leary continued his
sports participation into his
high school years Upon his
graduation from St. Mary's
Grammar School, he
attended Croydon Hall
' i c a d e m y , A t l an t i c
Highlands There he lettered
in Cross Country, football
(as quarterback of the
team*, basketball and
baseball

O'Leary received his
degree in History and
Education from St Bernard
College, located in Alabama
Aside from his academics.
O'Leary continued his
interests in sports and
played on the school's
nationally ranked soccer
team His suite mate at this
time was Neil O'Donohue. a

7th Annual
Dinner Dance

The SoiMM Am buy Irish
American Association is
sponsoring its 7th Annual
Dinner Dance nn Fr iday .
February 20, !»K7 from 7
j) in till 12 M) a tn The
tickets are $J0 each

The dance will feature
Hobb.' Byrne in conceit
accon.punted by Hilly
Morrow and Jimmy Munzo

't will be held at the
V.KW on Jernee Mill Hoad
For mort inofrmation please
call Jim Harvey at 721-7279
or Joe Howard at 727-4015.

former NFLplace kicker
with the Tampa Bav
Buccaneers and St, Louis
Cardinals He also played
against Kyle Rote, Jr., on of
America's most well known
professional soccer players

Also a; St Bernard,
i* l.eary served as Senior
( lavs President, editor of the
M-hno) yearbook, a member
i»t both, the screening
c 'Jtiuiiitt'i' and the e/ecutivt
< ,linnet Me was also
presi lent of the Club Sports
Program where he also
M" ved as a coach and
manager of the .spring
soccer team He lettered in
Varsity Soccer His team
*«is National District
Champion and Conference
Champions

MAYORAL TKIVIA #:i:
His sports idols include
Mickey Mantle and Joe
Namath

After college. O'Leary
served as a teacher in the
South Amboy School System
for two years, teaching
English "I love working
with kids, it's nice to b<
involved with the youth and
help them," he said

Following his two years as
.i teacher. O'Lcar> made the
transition to police officer,
where he served on and off
for about 4 years His firs'
stin' with the police
department was under the
CETA program, h" was later
appointed as a regular
member of the force

'That was one til the
greatest experiences anyone
could have." said O'Leary
about his time as a
policeman, "the firsi thing
they taught me at the police
academy was to protect and
serve »he public, and 1
alwavs rei7i»*bered that.
ThaCs what the job is all
about."

He recalled one of his mos!
vivid memories about his
experiences on the police
force as being the first one
on the scene. "There was a
fire on Pine Avenue one
time, it wasn't a big fire, but
when Patrolman (Carl1

Ne'meth and myself arrived
on the scene we went to the
second floor where there was
a woman who was unable to
get herself out of the
building

"We helped remove the
woman from the house,
fortunately the fire was not
out of control " However,
both off'cers suffered smoke
inhalation. He said the
experience taught him a
great appreciation for the
firemen 1 never had the
experience of what it was
like to be in a builuing that
was on fire. I got a great
understanding and a great
respect for what the firemen
go through when iney arrive
on the scene
MAYOKAI. T i m i A *l
Favorite TV shows include
Dallas and MASH
The John M hunh(>ll>
Foundation

The John M Donnelly
K I I M I M H) ON f \(,K :

A storm related accident
Monday took the life of one
man while a South Amboy
youth remain^ in critical
condition in South Amboy
Memorial Hospital

The accident occurred
around 3 p.m. on Route !
near Bertram Avenue.

The driver, whose name
was being withheld by police
at press time, pending
notification of his family.
apparently lost control of his
northbound car on the icy
highway, causing th * car to
hit the pole

Alfred Dagostino. 12.
Bertram Avenue, had been
delivering newspapers in the
area when he was struck by
the car as he was walking
from a nearby home vhere
he used the phone Jo notify
the police of a previous
minor accident that
occurred just yards away
from the fatal accident

Dagostino was listed in
critical hut .stable condition
M'iridi'.y night m South
Amboy Memorial Hospital.
w.'here the driver was
pronounced dead on arrival

Lucio Fonsev'a, :',h,
Newark, was a passenger in
Ihe car. was released from
the hospital after receiving
treatment for his injuries

Sailed Heart
Fashion Show

A Fashion Show will be
sponsored hy the Sacred
Hear! Home School
Association on Saliird.iv.
March 14th at the Shore
Casino. Atlantic Highlands
The show begins at 11 \W
a m Tickets are by advance
sale only and will cost $IK
each Foi tickets or
information please call 727
H542 or 727:5792 or any US A
member

Vikings Yacht Club
Install!! Officers '

The annual installation of
officers of the Vikings Yacht
Club was held on Saturday
evening January 17th at the
annual Commodores Ball It
took place at the Oaktree Jnn
inSayreviJle. N J

The new offictr^ installed
for the 1987 year are
Wil l iam G e r 11 v ,
Commodore^ J a m e s
Tedesco, Vice-Comtjijodore.
James Toman, Rear
Commodore; Joyce Major,
Secretary. and Jean
Kahane. Treasurer James
Tedesco was also appointed
a.s Fleet Captain

The election of officers
was held on January 7th at
Ihe Flying Dutchman in
Morgan

Named tit the board ol
trustees were Ronald
Leuchars. Robert Turtle.
Robert CoSit'llo. Vince
Wcstberg. William I'ulda
andCnroi Costcilo

The following cases were
heard and decided on at the
South Amboy Municipal
Court.

David Mathias, Cliff wood.
WHS charged with being an
unregistered driver He
pleaded guilty and was found
guilty as charged, being
fined $5 , and $5. court costs
A charge of driving an
unregistered motor vehicle
was dismissed Ptl. George
Kern was the acting dK.-cer

Glenn T Munck, Walnut
Street, was charged with
possession and consumption
of an alcoholic beverage in a
motor vehicle He pleaded
guilty as charged, being
fi n<*d $.15..SIS court costs

On a separate incident.
Munck was charged with
speeding on Broadway '41
MPH in a 25 MHH zone* He
pleaded guilty and was found
guilty, being* fined $50 . $lf>
court costs. Ptl Geoige
Kern was the acting nfficer
in twth incidents

Thomas J Murphy
Broadwa\. w is charged
with speeding on Broadwav
and Henry Street ' \\7 MPH in
;t 2"i MPH /..me i He plead'd
not guilty but was found
guilty, being fined $50 Sir*
court costs }MI George
Kern was the acting officer

Je-rald A Kolosky. Perth
Amboy. was charged with
driving under th" influence,,
on Lower \tain Street Hv
pleaded guilty and was found
guiltv W'ing fined %'',W $)'•>
court costs Kolosky •»
driver's license was revoked

Ex-Chief to
Be Honored

•\ testimonial Dinner
honormu K\ Chiel Michael
T o n s will be held on
February 21. l««7 at' Ihe
Seven Arches in Per th
Amboy. N J

Anyone needing t ickets,
•llease call Joh r E
.>zatko\vski at 727 4471 or the
Protection Ftrehouse <<( 721
7:123

We are also having a
Journal and anyone needing
information for an ad please
call 727-4471 or 721 7 m

for 6 months. A charge of
careless driving was
dismtssod. Ptl. George Kern
yas the acting officer.

George J. Van>.ew,
Sayreville, was charged with
driving under the influence
on September 16, 1986. The
charge of drunken driving
was dismissed and Vanliew
was found guilty of reckless
driving He was fined $200..
*l*> court costs Ptl. Steve
Pavich was the acting
office:

Robert G Wistuba. David
Street, was charged with
failing to signal before
turning onto Stevens Avenue
and Main Street He pleaded
guilty and w»«s found guilty,
being fined $50., $15 court
costs Ptl George Kern was
the act tig officer

Christopher A Zeiser
Kdison. was charged with
improper passing on lx>wer
Main Street He pleaded not
guilty but was found guilty,
being fined $50., $15 court
costs I'M George Kern was
the acting officer.

h i Named UMetf of
The Month

Hoffman High School girls
hastHhall str Lynn l!st was
named today the New Jersey

••••High School Athlete of the
Month at a luncheon
sponsored by the N. J. Nets
at ihe Winners C'uh in the
Brendan Byrne Arena

IV named MVP ut the
( hn (he King Holiday
Basketball Tournament,"is
the leading scorer for the
undefeated Lady Guvs The
team was ranked *1 in the
latest News Tribune listing

At (he first every Christ
the Kmg trounameni. heJd in
Middle Vil.age. N V . 1st
scored !j7 points in the three
games She is leading the
Lady Guvs with a 17 8
scoring average, a jtal
which would be higher if Ust
played more minutes pc.
game which has not been
necessary due to the margin
of victories in most of the
Guv's games

I'st is Hoffman's all-time
leading scorer with over
1.800 career points, which is
in reach of the Middlesex
County j'.irls' record or 2,040

T

J J HarriganCo Inc
t U ' t t l b . N M l r f c ltisuratlk« <•

l / ' j U M l "' " m . i l l i A n i l . . V

721 7500

il HENRYS
8ARBERSH0P
I W o PmtAve

bouth Amboy

7271291
i

Members ul Ihe South Ambujr in si An) Squid ukmg J Relteshei Couiston
new updated teihuigues ut CPK issued by thr Amem in Heu\ As^uiution

The Squad *ill l>t holding CPR Courses tor public p<»itiup :̂?n The
Squad ad*ovatfi tluiyk-fUibRci \n general take advantage of '!ns lr»nm| as
the first fe« minutts ot cardiac arrest are important Som*th«| inotiM tee
done tor the patient belore tne arriut ot the Squid For nore inlormatwn
please call 7210127 or 7211005
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Mile Square Talk
Wouldn't you go nuts working at a supermarket which

had "talking'' cash registers Grand Union in Aberdeen has
hat that. Cash registers whicK announce the price of the
item for purchase. "Two dollars, and ninety-five ce;its... the
total is forty-seven dollars and ten cents. Fifh dollars
paid...your change is two dollars and ninety cents..." What
Is next?

ih all, 36 employees of Public Service will complete a
quarter century of service during January.

The City Council decided they could not take action on the
proposed transfer of liquor license of the former
Washington Avenue bar "The Cellar" to the Rendezvous
because of a statutory agreement in the resolution of
various violations at The Cellar. Law Director John Lanza
said that due to '.he agreement, the matter is an ABC
matter which is out of the council's hands.

The agreement stipulates specifically The Cellar's
license cannot be tranferred to the Rendezvous for a period
of two years

Is it the norm now for championship teams to make
musk videos? If it is, when can we expecf the Lady Guvs to
film theirs?

The National Arbor Day Foundation is giving ten free
treat to people who become Foundation members during
January, 1M7.

The free trees are paret of the Foundation's effort to
promote tree planting throughout America

A Sugar Maple, White Flowering Dogwood, Pin Oak,
White Pine, Red Maple, Birch, American Redbud, Silver
Maple, Red Oak, and Colorado Blue Spruce tree will be
given to members joining during January.

To become a member ot ihe Foundation and to receive
the free trees, a $10 membership contribution should be
•eat U» TEN TREES National Arbor Day Foundation, 100
Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410, by January 31,
1987

New Jersey Speicat Olympics will be conducting a
coaches training seminar in Gymnastics on Sunday,
January J8 at Feigley's School of Gymnastics in South
Plainfleld. Th* seminar will begin at 9 a.m. and finish at
4:30 p.m. A fee of 17.00 wi'.i cover the cost of lunch, coffee

Members of the 1966-87 basketball team at the College of
Saint Elizabeth at Convent Station, N. J includes
sophomore, Theresa Lock wood of South Am boy

Playing in DIVISION III of the Woman's Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference, the Eagles play an 18-game schedule
this year including three conference games

William H. Thumam of South Amboy, *ho is a Control
Operator with Public Service Electric and Gas Company
will complete 25 years with the COP*-any ani will be
presented a gold service emblem in horor of the iccasion.

-COMMUNITY
l i CALENDAR

This Event or trip column is run as a public seme*. Ine
first insertion is free of charge — all repeat insertions of the
same item Hill be chat Ked in advance at 12.00 per insertion.

January 28, 1»87
Names will oe taken for the South Amboy Senior Citizen

trip to "San Francisco's" in New Jersey at this meeting of
at the Hoffman Sr. Center

March 14, 1987
A Fashion Show will be sponsored by the Sacred Heart

Home School Association on Saturday at the Shore Casino.
Atlantic Highlands The show begins at H:30 a.m Tickets
are by advance sale only and will cost $18. For tickets or in-
formation call 727-9542 or 727-3792 or any H.£ A member

March 23-27, 1987
A winter vacation at the Paramount Hotel in the Catskills

is being planned for four nights and five i*ys Indoor pool,
all day activities, entertainment nightly. For information,
call Hazel Conway at 721-0987 after 6:30 p.m

New Jersey Special Olympics is holding their Second
Annual "Ski With the Stars" Festival on Friday, January
30th at Vernon Valley /(treat Gorge ir, Vernon from 3 to 11
p.m.

"Ski With the Stars" is a ski a-thon in which partid »aut{
secure pledget for each run they feel they will complete
down the mountain All skiers, whether young or old, a.
novice or a pro, are invited to participate by obtaining at
least $50. in pledges This will entitle the skier to ski for free
and be eligible for some fantastic prizes

Funds raised by tho "Ski With the Stars" will be used fb'
help sponsor special athletes to the 1987 Winter Games. The
games will be held February 3-6 at Vernon Valley^Great
Gorge for Alpine Skiing, Hidden Valley in Vernon for
Nordic Skiing; and Memmen Sports Arena in Morristown
for SpeH ana Figure Skating

To participate in the Ski Festival or for more information V
about Special Olympics, please contact the Special
Olympics office in Piscataway »l (20!) 542-1500.

Jji. • Mrs Alton *>»«ri ot South Awboj w thown po«hJ*t, atosri ttw
" t o W . Marti Grn jwt tofor» uNn| Ml oi FMda for a cmttt to Vkt
8afca«fV4irtJnf Nattw. Frtosort and aMng HM 700 Island cash.

YOf R HOMETOWN - A Talk Will Mi jw 9 ' L e i n (CONTINUKD FROM PA(iK I»

Foundation is an
organization aiming at
getting the community
involved to benefit the youth
of the community. The
foundation is named in
memory of O'Leary's
cousin who died tragically
in a hunting accident several
years ago.

"Years ago wv use to ride
around after we first got our
licenses, John would hang
around with us and we'd talk
about when we're older and
what we could do to improve
and change some of the
recreational programs in
town," O'Leary recalled,
'"we were looking for
something be Ttodo

"We use to talk about it a
lot. myself. John, my
brothers Billy and Tom, his
brother Tom, and when John
passed away we couldn't
think of a better way to keep
his name and memory alive
with us, so we formed the
fui.ndation It was a way of
petting rome things that we
wanted to do. get done "

The organization has been
in existance over 4 years
The Donnei'y's and the
O'Leary's are and have
always been a close familv.

My'Aunt Joanne is like
a seconc'i mother and I know
John fell the same about my
mother," he »sid

O'Leary sajd getting the
community involved and
thinking about the youth
again has been one of the
objectives of the foundation
The foundation holds a
major fund raiser annually
that benefits the children of
South Amboy

"All different age brackets
unite once a year as a fund
raiser and people know when
they go there i; benefits the
kids. That is the most
important thing we did and a
lot of benefits have come
from that," 0'Lenry said,"i
thank the people who
support the foundation
because they are the ones
that make things happen."

From this support the

foundation has been able to
give scholarships, run
basketball and soccer
clinics, and more recently,
the foundation raffled off a
fire truck in order to
purchase a pitching machine
which they will donate to the
LitUe League

The foundation's annual
scholarship is open to any
child in South Amboy,
aiming for a degree in
engineering or Science. The
winners, by coincidence
have all attended Hoffman
High School O'Leary
attributes this to the fact
that the South Amboy School
system is a positive force in
the community.

"We prefer a student who
is going to be involved in
some type of engineering or
s c i e n c e . " O'Leary
explained, "John was an
engineer for Burroughs
Corporation out of
Piscelaway. .

'And 1 remember when
John had passed away, his
boss told us he was one of the
most promis.ng engineers
that the corporation had at
the time "

O'Leary said r he-
foundation would continue to
worh for and support the
youth of the community He
said the group would seek to
become further involved
with the Teenage Drug and
Alcohol Abuse Committee
and would work toward the
estal :shment of a youth
centei for the community

The foundation itself has
about 100 members with a 20
member executive board
Tom Donnelly is currently
se* VIJ*3 as president of the
foundation, with O'Leary
serving as executive
director.
MAYORAL TR1VIAI5: His
favorite female singers are
two quite diverse selections.
The mayc/ points to Barbra
Streisand as one of the
greatest voices, however,
O'Leary is also a fan of
Rocker Joan Jett.
Board of Education

PIAZZA'S RESTAURANT

Breakfast Served Monday thru Saturday 5:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.
Now open Sundays 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. for Breakfast Only

EVERY FRIDAY
Fresh Flounder, Fried Shrimp, Ciams Oregano,

Homemade Clam Chowder Soup, Sandwiches or Platters

TAKE OUT OR EAT IN

528 RIDQEWAY AVENUE SOUTH AMBOY, N.J.

727-9765

In April 11J65, O'Leary was
the top vote-getter in he
Schoc- Board elections
O'Leary will soon resign
from that post in order to
devote his time to his
mayoral responsibilities.
O'Leary, is not looking
fo\. «rd to stepping down and
speaks very highly of his
association on the hoard.

"I am really going to miss
the Boatd of Education," he
said, "1 am going to miss
working with the individuals
on the bo.\rd,., they are
committed to improving the
standards of education. I wilf
miss being involved.in the
process but decisions I make
as mayor will filter down to
the youth."

O'Llary said people he has \
spoken with over the past J
two years and by listening to/
the. motivated him to get
involved politically.

He says the controversy
surrounding a Resource
Recovery Plant was a
catalyst to his growing
involvemcMit in the
community

1 saw the people coming in
to City Hall vith questions
and concerns and they were
ignored," he stated, "I was
appalled by it ."and I thought
it was time for someone to
listen to them and try and
find answers for them."

Out of this growing
concern spawned the SAVE
group, which O'Leary helped
found along with several
otner concerned citizens
O'Leary is qiik'k to point out
he is no longer** member of
SAVE but believer strongly
in le idea for the group.

' ' am not a member of
SAVE anymore, but I hope
they will always remain non-
partisan and that they will
always be in the best interest
of the people to make South
Amboy a better place," he
said According to O'Leary,
SAVE totals over 250
members.
MAYORAL TRIVIA #6:
After much deliberation,
O'Leary calls On the
Waterfront, Casablanca and
Gone With the Wind as his
all-time favorite films, a list
that would be a Lot longer if
given more time.
IMS

Three elections in one
year, it was an unbelievable
year for the new mayor "It
was a long year, a year I'll
never forget," he laments,
"there were a lot of peaks
and valleys and I'm grateful
to the Lord Jesus for
standing with me and
guiding me through, He
helped me the moat ."

Despite his long hours he
spends at City Hall, he is still
in Bergen County every
morning reporting for work
at the Citizens First National
Bank of New Jersey in Glen
Rock, where he serves as a
new business officer in the
Trust Division.

'That's the committment
I made, I said I was going to
work to help the peopK he
said, "I havt to get a further
understanding of what is
going on down here, make
evaluations and make

changes when needed."
He ;aid that over the

course of the next three
months, there is going to be a
reorganization of the City of
South Amboy O'Leary looks
at the city as a multi-million
dollar corporation which
must be run effectively and
efficiently.

arry Truman," said
O'Leary, "I've always
admired Harry Truman, not
because he dropped an
atomic bomb but for his
honest, tell-it-lik^-it-is style.
I'd like to let the people of
South Amboy know exactly
how it is and not try to flower
up avery thing!"

Growing up, O'Leary Also
admired John F Kennedy
for -his ability to ask
questions and ask why
something had to be a
certain way and why
couldn't it be beit?r

But looking back, what did
he want to be when he grew
up*

I always wanted to be a
police officer, just like my
father." he responded.

"Locally, Tiy father WP«
one of the ma.r. .uiluences
along with (former police
chief* Ed O'Leary," he
recalled, "I remember
walk.ng into the office when
I got the (police) job, he was
smoking a cigar and looked
over at me and said you
Itnow how to do the job, go to
it

"He treated me like a man
and that's what adults today
have to do, they have to
instil) into the young people
the confidence that they can

.do what they want and
anyon? who tells you that
you can i be something is a
person that believes truely
themselves they can not be
that person.

The .mayor also told of a
different type of influence,
he explains: "I never knew
my uncle Tom, but I've
heard hundreds of sto1 tes
about hime from friends and
relatives and I think he trust
have been, from the picture
painted to me, a very strong,
understanding, concerned
individual."

O'Leary said his relatives
say that since his uncle was
a physically big person that
Jack would favor him. The
mayor is impressed by the
image of his uncle and would
like to also be thought of in
those terms.

John T. O'Leary worked
very hard to get where he is.
He has the heart and desire
to continue putting forth
effort with one goal in mind,
which is the betterment of
the City of South Amboy.

? Before we conclude this
article, we will mention
some more little known fact*
about our new mayor.
MAYORAL TRIVIA HI: His
favorite bands are The
Beatles and The Rolling
Stones.
MAYORAL TRIVIA #8:
Favorite actress is Maureen
O'Hara.
MAYORAL TRIVIA *•:
Favorite Food? I like them
all, except for green
vegetables /


