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OVin Coigklii
Take tail Oaths

Democrats John T
O'Leary and Craig J
Tough I in were sworn in ;is
eouncilmen-at-largedur ng
a brief ceremony \ ••'<! . i
noon on New Year s Iiay
O'Leary. who was elected
mayor on Monday, served
the briefest city council term
in the city's history

The t r a d i t i o n a l
reo rgan iza t i on was
scheduled for la.-t night due
to Monday'1? mayoral
elect on All municipal
appointments were held over
until .'ast night

" I rtave mixed emotions
about loday," said O'Leary
after his sweariny-in. I
wish John Ciszewski could
have been here. "

Municipal Clerk Claire
Reilly administered the
oaths.to ''juKii'iin ti.-st inen
O'Leary.

As Coughlin took his oath
he was oi'rrounded by his
wife-, Lctit.H, his mother.
Claire Co.i^hlin, and his
sister and brother-in-law.
Cindy and Vlonald Zamnut

O'Lear>' was joined by his
parents. Jack and Man
O'Lcaiy. his brothers
Wilha^m and Thomas. his
Sister Jo^nni* O'Learv
Katko, anc her children
Kennet'n and Kaitlyn. and b>
hit» aunt, Jf>appe Donnelly

After the brief ceremony,
both men locked foward to
the tasKL ahead of them

"We have to sit back and
take a look for a very brief
petod as to what the most
pressing need is." Coughlin
said, "we're going to have to
address very early, the
Redevelopment Agency and
the McCormack Sand
problem har to be dealt with
right from the outset.

"We want to develope a
new Master Plan, while we
reed ' ̂  act quickly, we don t
want to act Without being
judicious."

Coughl in espec ia l l y
wanted to extend his thanks
to those who attended the
January 1st ceremony. " I
also want to thank all the
people who worked with us
ard supported us," he said

The first thing I want to
do is to thank everyone who
came down here tonight,"
O'Leary said, "what we
havt to do is to take a good
hard look at where South
Am boy is today and then
come up w t h some good
solid recommendations to
dea! with the problems the
city fa'^s "
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2-1 Landslide Makes
O'Leary New Mayor

Your Hometown
T«t Kurt Aft* A Comtrutiofl with ' ThoiMf Cm*

by Jake Defort

For the first time in over
10 years, there is a new
occupant jn the mayor's
'•hair Af'er a riecade-long
term J Thomas Cross
divided to step down as
mayor and devote his time to
his post an the Middlesex
County Board of Chosen
Freeholders

Much has been said about

I always wanted to be like
h i m "

After a stint in the U.S.
Army, where he served as a
missile man with the Fourth
Army in El Paso. Texas,
Cross returned to South
Ar.ooy 'When I came out of
the service, I used to work at
the elections whenever I
could and I got involved in

the City of South Amboy the young democrats."-He
entering a critical stage in was later appointed to the
Us development The nex4^_£4fmning Board by Mayor
few years will set the Stage Richard Schultz

decadesfur decades to come As
mayor. J Thomas Cross arvi
ill who served with him have
worked hard to lay the
groundwork to the future

( ross said he has always
had an interest in politics
and points to a former city
mayor for initially sparking
his interest to see a public

1 use'd to drive back and
lor th to work w i th Joe
1 'harmello and he used to
:-.tv io me 1 should get
MMilvfl with politics. ' .said

1 • MSV Uf also credits a
IVrth Amboy commissioner

• Hiit-d Stephen P Mihalko
i l l - wile and my wife were

: j i •-! cousins 1 real ly
.•:<>i'./r<t lum 1 liked him ami

I'oliir Nab Two On
with PfP

MAYOR ELECT JACK O'LEARY at the victory celebration ai Itie South Amboy Boat Club in photo left iu right are his
father John O'Leary. hi> mother. Mary O'Leary. and his aunt. Joanne Donnelly

Five days after being
sworn in as councilman-at
large, John T O'Leary was
elected Mayor cf South
Amboy in the special
election made necessary due
to the death of mayor elect
John Ciszewski

O'Lea*y outdistanced the
nearest candidate by nearly
a 2 to 1 margin. O'Leary led
the six-pack of candidates
with 972 votes, followed by
James Inman with 490;
Councilwoman Erma Brown
finished with- 480.
Counc i lman Bruce
Kichmond finished with 428;
Stanley Jankowski received
88 votes and Republican
Robert Hoffman tallied 63
votes

Hoffman was the only
candidate to receive the
endorcement of his political
party A total of 2.521 out of
the city's 4,475 registered
voters cast ballots in the
rare Monday election

"'This was n victory for the
people." said O'Leary. "I
think I ran a clean
campaign, I stayed with the
issues which were important
to the people, and I- stood
with the people during my
campaign and I promise to
continue to stand with them
as long as 1 am mayor,"

The victory is O'Leary s
third major election victory
in the last 7 months O'Leary
and Craig J Coughlin
defeated the Democratic
party line candidates in the
June .primary election by a ;t
to 1 margin.'O'Leary was the
leading vote getter in that
election In November,
O'Leary won his council seat
with a 4 to 1 victory over
their republican opponents
On the strength of these
victories. O'Learv was
considered the front runner
in the special mayoral
election

O'Leary said now is the
time to heal the split in the
Democratic party and work
together to become a**"
positive force in town
O'Leary called for Mrs
Brown and Richmond as
council members to unite
and help him achieve goals
which would make the city a
better place to live and he
urged for his other
opponents to stay involved
and continue to work as
citizens to make South
Amboy an ideal community

Inman, a member of the
c i t y ' s Redevelopment
Agency did not comment of
the election He said he
would continue in his
position on the agency

Hoffman congratulated
O'Leary on his victory 1
think he ran a very dignified
and pro fess iona l
campaign." Hoffman urged*
for more unity in the
Republican party and
indicated he would stay
active in the party

Mrs Brown .said that
during her campaign she
urged for open government
and would work to see the
open government
maintained "We are into
open government in this
community." she said, " I
expect to be a very active
council person and I expect
to hold all of tin* people who
said they were for open
government to adhere to
oppn government

Mrs Brown aj#o urt't'd .
unity in the democratic
party I think South Amboy
van have a really viable,
good, strong den..»ci«tic
party and I want to work
very hard for that

Richmond, who wi;;i the
only district that did not go
to O'Leary, said the 2 to 1
mandate was a clear
indication of the wislu uf

the people Richmond
credi ted O'Leary wi th
having a well o i led,
machine" whom just came
off two successful
campaign?'

A p p o i n t m e n t s I ' r i de r
Advise nit-i.i

Wi th regards to his
p o l i t i c a l a p p o i n t m e n t s ,
O'Leary said he is
c o n s i d e r i n g each
appointment He indicated
all individuals currently in
posit ion are under
consideration The petit ion
of l,aw Director is l ik t ly to
go to Thatcher Lanza f i rm.
of Klemington

" I t s been a long year,' he
said. " I ' d like to thank my
commit tee. they were
great, .said O'Leary He
added he dedicated his
election to John Ciszewsk:
and to former Police Chief
Kdward O'Leary. both of
whom passed away in the
latter part of UWfi

South Ainboy Police report
the arre.st o> two cits
the landfill December
with a quantity of a
con t ro l l ed dangerous
substance

. *^cco.r<Jing to police.
Pa t ro lman Thomas
Brinamen observed a car at
the landfill at 2 a.m.
December 19th, which is a
violation of a city ordinance
which prohibits vehicles on
the landfill after hours

During the investigation of
the suspects, police detected
the odor of PCP eminating
from the vehicle A search of
the vehicle revealed a
quantity of PCP in thetr
possession

Arrested were' Gerald
McAndrew. 28, and Thomas
Komick, :J2. both from South
Amboy

McAndrev was released
on $5,000 bail while Komick
was sent to the Middlesex
County workhouse in lieu of
bail

Assisting IM the arrest
were Patrolmen Steve
Pavich and Robert I'oitit
andSgt. Anthony Warn

Two Sooth \mbu\dns Get fiavreville Posts
Two jttornevs connected

with South Am hoy were
appointed to municipal posts in
Sayrevilie at the borough's
annual reorganizat ion
meeting

Thomas Downs IV. South
Amboy ProsecuUn was
appointed to the Prosecutor's
post in Sayrevilie, replacing
Robert IMuivia

Sayrevilie Ma\or John
McConnack also appointed
city based attorney Robert
McGowan as the borough's
new municipal Judge
M'Gowan replaces Herbert
Rirniiau

McGirwau received
unanimous support from the
Borough Council while D
rw-eived son if opposition
couticilnien voted ag

Downs' appointment lHfau.se
they were upset that
McCormack did not notify
(hem of the plan to name
Downs until Monday The
councilmen indicated the
appointment could be
diallenged Invause there was
IK) niajonh I mm the council as
required by law One
i-iRjiicilman abstained from the
vote while MeCormack huiiM'lf
cast a vote to make the vote a

• majority Councilman l lamh
i orn.an said the mayor cannot
vote unless then1 is a tie vote

Bonxigh Attorney Caspar P
Boehm Jr maintained rt>e
mayor's vote to be legal

liodi dessentirig couitcilmen
indicated that neither had ;i
complaint . with Downs
credentials

The first time Crojs ran in
a local election, he was
defeated In 1970 he lost his
bid in the Democratic
Primary Sy less than 50
votes i ui years later.
Cross tn .d again and was
successful in securing a
eouncilman-aMarge seat.

Cross has been a life-long
resident of the city He
attended Sacred Heart
Grammar School and his
first two years he attended
St Mary's High School and
finai two- years at Perth
Amboy Vocational School
The Bergen Hill native
ha^ been employed by
du'.ont for the past 30 years
Currently he serves as a
rocess technologist

He said his political life
h;.s not taken a toll on his
personal life " I t didn't hurt
me that much since I have no
children, 1 just got married
when J was mayor My wife

.conies from a political
family, she understand
politics

"We do argue once in a
whtie when we talk about

i continued on page 21

Board Selects Tkree
Assistant Prieripals

The Board of Education
appointed three Middle
School teachers »o the newly
formed posts of Assistant to
the Principal in each of the
district's three schools

Named \o Ihe positions
were JosephHionnelly as
assistant elementary school
principal, Mrs Barbars
Roskey at the Middle School
and Mrs Carol Galley to the
High School Last month the
Boarji approved the job
desf/riplions fo* the
positions. The assistant
principal posts are l2-mr>nth.
non-tenured positions.

The three appointees will
still maintain part of their
leaching chores at the
Middle School Mr Donnelly
currently serves as a gym
leather. Mrs Roskey
teaches h'nglish. and Mrs
Galley is a computer
ifistructoi

"We're reshuffling- th*
schedule and we'll be hiring
some- people to lake part-
time positions " said School
Superintendent John olexa,
"we'll hire at least out' and a
halt people lor the
vacancies

Oiexa added none of the
assistants will be moved
.until replacement* are
lound

J J
1
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Mile Square Talk
"It took me 32 years, but I'm finally my fathers boss "

Mldiwwly-v'.ected Mayor John T O'Leary

Patrolman JacK O'ly ary, the father of Mayor John T.
O'Leary, Mid it won t be difficult taking orders from his
ion, now that he is the Mayor "8i>t when we get home, I'm
the boss ." said the senior OLeary

Okay, now all the sign stealers can come out and help
take down the signs. Before the election, it was $1,000 fine to
do to, obviously some missed that point.

The vandals should have realized the controversy
surrounding the removal of signs would be greater than the
attention the sign* themselves would have brought
Stealing the signs was pointless, it ju"». increased the
coverage. Point of fact—ihe~ signs themselves usually don't
iiivluence voters, they iust mnrely indicate the preference
of the property owner So next time, the vandals should ask
themselves, "What's the point?"

perhnps one of the most important political events in the city's
history but wasn't important enough for TKR to send a crew out.
Maybe they didn't want to interrupt their important local
origination programming, like the aerobics excrx&ai. tor such
an event which could have been a factor in the outcome uf the
elect on.

However v/e do appreciate the speed in which TKR took to
refuse to participate The phone call lasted less than 20 seconds
I'm sure the program director explored every avenue in that
time to assist the city but it just couldn't be done

Maybe in subscriber payments to TKR a note could be
included to thank them for doing all they could to accomodate
the City cf South Amboy in this event

The State and County are finishing up thtir "island"
separating Augusta Street and Main Street. In prindpal it to a
good idea, wit the giant slab of concrete which is serving as an
island is not the moat aesthetically pleasing site to behold.

Lea (ten attain after they
puDed out a Sfuetag overtime
victory to set up the
tournament finals Hoffman's
Lady Guvs roared to a 6647
win over Hanover Park to win
the Christ the King School
Tournament of Champions

The win put Hoffman at SO
for the season and marked
their 42nd straight victory.

The Lady Guv's got off to a
somewhat sluggish start in the
game, perhaps due to the
intensity of the previous night's
win over Brea-Olinda in the
semi-finals

Lynn list led Hoffman with
21 points. Ust, who scored 57
points in three games was

named ths toumamcni. MVP.
I t o Lacty Guvs led by one at

the end of * w first quvtar and
managed a 6 point md at the
half.
But Hanover Park leaped from
the gate at the start of the
second half and tied the score
at 30 ^

The Lady Guv alarm dock
then sounded and Hoffman
reeled off 18 straight points in a
6 and a half minute period to
rull away 4M0

In addition to being high
scorer, List grabbed 11
rebounds Jenny Kuziemski
netted U points while grabbing
6 rebounds and leading the
team with 7 steals

7.
6
5
4
3

With the new year upon us, i t s timeJor setting goals and
ambition* for an improved year. As associate editor of the
Citizen, I have compiled a list of. my Top 10 New Year's
Resolutions:

10. Write new and comprehensive features about the city
for the Your Hometown column.

9. Invent stories and tell them to reporters, hoping they'll
print them.

8. Less talk, more rock.
I vow to run 4 miles a day (but only when I feel like it >
Assist in the quest for Peace on Earth.
Improve bowling average
Make up news stories during si jw news u $eks
Stop any plans to make Tnv Citizen a Sunday Paper

< although I do have a comic strip in the works. >
2. Determine v,ho re*- ".y make the best chicken nuggets

And now my number 1 New Year's Resolution...
1 Print Mite Square Flashbacks only when absolutely

necessary
Obviously, this was only a joke, bi.t we all vow to make

The Citizen a better paper in 1987 Happy New Year!

Special thanks again goes out tc the participant ana to those
who attended the December 29th Candidates Forum at City
Hall. One disappointing aspect w&s the fact TKR Cable could not
cover the event. According to a TKR Assistant Program
Director, the cable outfit was lightly staffed and coverage could
notbepossible.

TKR keeps emphasizing their "public access" o the
communities. Apparently TKR only grants public access; when
it is convenient to themselves.

One wonders what would have happened if it were Old Bridge;
which held the forum?

Is TKR fami'iar with the conceit of "overtime"?
The six-<»ndidate maycral election was a rare event rnd

Your Hometown — (continued from page l)

politics " he adds, "she gets
mad at me when people talk
about me and I don't defend
it." Cross laid the
development of.an ulcer was
the factor in his decision to
not seek another term. "It's
part of the system," he said.
"You have to take the good
with the bad '

After two years as a
councilman, Cross sought
the mayor's post. In eari>
1976, Mayor William E.
OLeary resigned as mayor
to assume his poaf as
Middlesex County Personnel
Director . Theodore
Lewandowski was appointed
mayor until the next
election Cross ran as the
Democrat ic party 's
candidate and defeated
Lewandowski, who was
running on a '"usion" ticket.
Immediately after the
elect ion , Lewandowski
resigned ana Cross assumed
the duties of mayor.

South Amboy has
remained one of tho lowest
taxed municipalities under
Mayor Cross'
administration. The city is

Mayor John T. O'Leary

extends many special thanks

Friends

. Campaign Workers

and extra special thanks
• • - . + • , • • - -

'i _(••

to the citizens and all those

who voted in this
V.

special mayoral election.

currently the thirrt lowest
taxed municipality in
Middlesex County. This past
year represented only the
first year in the past four the
city has had any municipal
tax (3 cents)

On' of the most
controversial issues Cross
faced was the issue of the
methadone clinic. "Oi'.r
main goal was just get this
guy out of the middle of
town, he wanted to go on
Broadway." he said, "I had
to have meetings in Trenton
with the Department of
Health and the different
people to make sure he
wasn't in the nrddle of
town."

Cross said the Planning
Board did an outstanding job
in their treatment of the
matter. "I was never.so
prom in my life of that board
wHen I was when they did
whai they had to do, they did
an outstanding job. The
chairperson, Alice Christina,
did an outstanding job, she is
a classy lady." Each
member of the planning
board, the Jity council, and
Cross himself, (as an*
individual and as mayor)
were sued for 91 million over
he oroject, which it still

pending.
Aside from the

controversies, Cross said he
had a lot of good times on the
council and as mayor, and
that it was all possible
because of all the people he
had by his side

"Everything I did in my
administration, I had
Thomas O'Brien, Frank
Tarallo, Richard Schultz,
Frank Zebro, Robert Noble,
Sylvester Attardi, Bruce
Richmond, Chet Meinzer Jr.,
Erma Brown, and John
Ciszewski," Cross said, "I
could not have done anything
without their support, if any
credit is to be given, as much
credit should be given to
them as to mys< »if."

Cross said the one thing he
is most proud of is the Senior
Citizen Resource Center on
Stevens Avenue! "That was
a project I don't even know
how it cot off ground," he
recalled, "when I said we're
going to make that old
garage a Senior Citizen
Center, a lot of people
laughed and said it wont
work." He maintains the
creation of the facility has*
been a tremendous plus t<5
the community.

In addition, other jots
Cross pointi, out include^the
construction of a new city
garage and the renovation of
an entire block on Henry
Street "People said we
couldn't do it because we'd
•disrupt the whole town,
that's one of the nicest
streets in town now," he
said, "the sanitary sewer
line was completely
collapsed, that is the main
artery that goes to the Sewer
Plant1'

In the field of recreation
lights were added to the field
during Cross' term and the
rest rooms were constructed
for "ie fields Cross*
administration also helped
wtth the construction of
McCarthy Towers along with
toe Housing Authority to

make that protect a i eaJity,
Cross also points proudly

to the Fire Department
being a tremendous asset to
the city "The fire
department has the finest
equipment in the state," he
said, "I dare anyone to tell
me we don't, we have the
newest equipment and we
got that because people
planned right and we did it
right

"The First Aid Squad got a
lot of help from this
administration aS did the
school system," Cross said
the school received $250,000
to put the addition on the
school. "That is the first
time in the city's history that
the city gave $250,000 to the
school board," he said He
added the city gave the land
where the Board
Administration offices are,
in addition the adjacent
parking lot property was
also given to the board.

Cross said city service
departments have the most
updated equipment in the
city "When I became the
mayor, everything that was
done in the city was done by
outside contractors, it's no
longer done that way, it's
done by city people.

I want to give credit to our
road supervisor Alfie
O'Connor, we had the best
snow removal in the county,
I dare anybody say they
have anything better
because we have the
equipment to d« what has to
be done "

Cross said in regards to
the police department he has
made sure they have been
well equipped. He said when
he became mayor the police
were complaining about the
condition of the squad cars,
but his administration has
tried to provide two new cars
to the police every year.
'This is without any taxes

going up either," he said.
Cross also said former

business administrator Nick
Smolney did a fine job over
»he years "He's an
intelligent man, he knew
how to save money and he
knew how to make money,"
he added.

Part of the final five years
of Cross' administration was
involved in the groundwork
to ift« biggest project that
will hit the city in years
Clearing the title* to the
waterfront property has
been an important step to
proceeding with the
development of the land

"A lot of people didn't
know we nevc«r held clear
title to that property. We had
to go to Trenton to establish
clear title," he explained,
"we never had title to the
uplands, that property in
between was never clearly
defined who owns it."

Despite'the controversy
surrounding the
Redevelopment Agency,
Cross maintains when all is
Raid and done, the water
frpnt will be something the
city will always be proud of.

At City Hall, the Cross
Administration took-c?re ol
the municipal workers in
giving them better wages.
"We gave them a decent
wage from what they were

i when I got in, again
raising U»xe«, he

said, "I can remember some
people were making 13,000
per year. Secretaries were
making $6,000 per year, we
gave them a decent wage."

Regrets, I've had a few,
but (hen again, too few to
mention.

As far as regrets go, Cross
said the good things by far
out weigh the bad. "1 met «
lot of nice people, I've
worked with a lot of nice
people, " he said, "there are
a lot of super people in this
town, I mean this sincerely,
we had differences over the
years but we still got things.
done

"No regrets, it was an
honor to t>e the mayor, I
mean that sincerely It's the
greatest honor you can have
is to be the mayor of your
town There are five
councilman, but only one
mayor

"I hope whoever gets it
will hold it up just as well as
I tried to do.

As Cross steps* down on the
municipal level, there are
challenges waiting for him
on the county level. Cross
said he is very happy with
hia position as Chairman of
the parks department.

i t s different, as
Freeholder you wort as one
of seven. As Mayor y u get
to! do everything, with the
COWH^IB support You make
all the appointments, you
hire and tire, it's a very
powerful job."

Cross also wished the best
of luck to his successor artd
stated the city is entering a
tough period "God Bless
whoever gets in because of
the loss of monc •» gross
receipts, it's n.aKing things
tough," he said.
End Note

And so it goes...Mayor J.
Thomas Cross had many
accomplishments in his
decade as mayor 1 have had
the opportunity to work with
him over the past year and
would like to publically
thank him for all his
cooperation for all he's
helped me with One phrase
he used a lot was "put the
ca'ds on the table and I
believe that is what he has
done. H* answered any
question 1 /er posed to him
clearly and honestly.

* Also, Thomas O'Brien and
Frank Tarailo have done a
lot over the years on the
council they should be proud
of Again, they were very
cooperative in their dealings
with the press. I would also
like to thank Clark C^ivery
for all the time he took to
explain the issues clearly
and all his help at the
meetings, making the
complicated a little easier to
understand.

Thanks again to all, and to
all a Happy New Year.!

Happy 80th
Birthday

to
Lola Buskey

Love,
& Kelly

Families


