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0'Leary, Conghlin
Take Corncil Oaths

Democrats  John 7T
U'Leary and Craig
Coughlin were sworp 1n as
councilmen-at-large dur ang
a brief ceremony t'd !
noon on New Year's liay
()'Leary. who was elected
mayor on Monday, served
the briefest city council term
in the city's history.

The traditional
recrganization was
scheduled for la-t night due
to Mondav's mayoral
elect ¢, All municipal
appointments were held over
until Jast night.

“'1 have mixed emnotions
about (oday,” said )'Leary
after his swearing-in, ']
wish John Ciszewski could
have been here.”

Municipal Clerk Claire
Reilly administered the
oaths.to Fsugiinin hisst then
O'Leery.

As Coughlin took his oath
he was surrounded by his
wife, Letlitia, his mother.
Claire Couayhlin, and his
sister and brother-in law.
Cindy and -lonald Zammut

O’'Learv was joined by his
parents, Jack and Mary
O'Leary.,  his  brothers
Wilham and Thomas. s
Sister Joonise O'Leary
Katko, anc her children
Kennetn and Kaitlyn. and by
his a1un, Jrappe Donnelly

After tte btrief ceremony.
bott men locked foward to
the .ask: ahead of them
_“*We have to sit back and
talce & look for a very brief
period as to what the most
pressing need is.”’ Coughlin
said, ‘‘we're going to have to
address very early, the
Redevelopment Agency and

-

the McCormack Sand
problem har to be deait with
right from the outset.

*‘We want to develope a
new Master Pian, while we
reed ‘', acl quickly. we don't
want to act without being
judicious."

. Coughtiin ecpecially
wanted to extend his thanks
to those who attended the
Jaauary st ceremony. 'l

"also want to thank all the
people who worked witl, us
and supported us,’ he said.

“The first thing 1 want to
do is to thank everyone who
came down here tonight,”
O’'Leary said. ‘'‘what we
nave to do is to take a good
hard louvk at where South
Amboy is today and then
come up with some good
selid recommendations to
dea! with the problems the
city fares
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2-1 Landslide Makes

O’Leary New Mayor

MAYOR-ELECT JACK O'LEARY at the victory celebration at the South Amboy Boat Club in phato left 1y right are his
father John O'Leary. his mother, Mary O'Ledry. and hus aunt, Joanne Dunnelly

Five days after being
sworn in as counciiman-at-
large, John T. (YLeary was
elected Mayor «f South
Amboy in the special
election made necessary due
to the death of mayor-elect
John Ciszewski.

(’Leary outdistanced the
nearest candidate by nearly
a 2 to 1 margin. O'Leary led
the six-pack of candidates
with 972 votes, followed by
James Inman with 490,
Councilwoman Erma Brown
finished with- 480;
Councilman Bruce
Richmond finished with 428
Staniey Jankowski received
88 votes and Republican
Robert Hoffman tallied 63
votes.

Hoffman was the only
candidate to receive the
endorcement of his political
party. A total of 2,521 out of
the city’s 4,475 registered
voters cast ballets in the
rare Monday election

*This was a victory for the
people.” said O'Leary. 1
think 1 ran a clean
campaign, I stayed with the
issues which were important
to the people, and I-stood
with the people during my
campaign and 1 promise to
contipnue to stand with them
as long as am mayor,”

The victory 1s O'Leary’s
third major election victory
in-the last 7 months O'Leary
and Crawg J Coughhp
defeated the Democralic
party line candidates i the
June primary election by a 3
to | margin. O'Lecry was the
lecading vote getter 1n that
election  In  November,
O'Leary won his council seat
with & 4 to | viclory over
their republican opponents
On the strength of these
victories, O'Leary  was
constdered the front rupner
in the special mayoral
election

O'Leary said now 1s the
time to heal the split in the
Democratic party and work
together to become a<
positive force in town
O'Leary called for Mrs -
Brown and Richmond as
council members to unite
and help him achieve goals
which would make the city a
better place to live and he
urged for his other
opponents to stay involved
and continue to work as
citizens to make South
Amboy an ideal community.

Inman, a member of -the
city's Redevelopment
Agency did not comment of
the eclection. He said he
would continwe 1n his
position on the agency. ,

Hoffman congratulated
)'Leary on hir wvictory. 'l
think he ran a very dignified
and prufessional
campaign ~ Hoffman urged’
for more unity in the
Republhican party and
indicated he would stay
active in the party.

Mrs  Brown said that
during her campaign she
urged for open govermment
and would work to see the
open government
maintaned. "We are 1nto
open government n this
community,” she sad, 'l
expect to be a very active
council person and 1 expect
to hold all of the prople who
sald they were for open
government to adhere to
open government

Mrs Brown ajgo ureed .
unity in the democratic
party I think South Amboy
van have a really viable,
good, strong demociatic
party and | want to work
very hard for that = '

Richmond, who wea the
only distmiet that did not go
to O'Leary, said the 2 to 1
mandate  was a  clear
indication of the wisho of

Your Hometown

Ton Yoars Afier. A Conversstion with /. Thomas Cress
by Jake Defort

For the first time in over
10 years, there is a new
nccupant in the mayor's
chair Afler a decade-long
teern J Thomas Cross
decided to step dewn as
mavor and devote his time to
his post an the Middlesex
County Board of Chosen
Freeholders

Much has heen said abou:

the City of South boy
entering a critical stage in
1Its development. The né

few years will set the Stage
for decades to come As
mavor. .} Thomas Cross ara
atl wha served with him have
worked hard to lay the
groundwork to the future

C'ross said he has always
had an interest in politics
and points to a former city
mayor for imtially sparking
his interest to see a public
prost

"1 used to drive hack-and
torth to work with. Joe
Charmello and he used to
=1y to me 1 should get
valved with polities, ™ said
He also credits a
Perth Amboy commussioner
“amed Stephen P Mihalko
Hh wte and my wife were
-l eousins 1 really
Sobized e T hked hin and

Police- Xab Two On
Landfill with PCP

South Atnboy Polhice report
the arrest of twao City menm
the landfill December 19th.

tnss

with & quantity of a
the  people Hichmond controlled dangerous
credited  O'Leary  with  substance ,
having a  “well-oileds MAccopding- to  police,
machine’” whom just came Patroiman Thomas
of f two sutcessful  Brimamen nbserved a car at
campaign: the landfill at 2 a.m.

December 19th. which is a
Appointwents  Under violation of a ety ordinance
Advisenicit which prohibits vehicles on

With regards to his thelandfill after hours

political appointments,
O'l.eary said he s
considering each
appointment He indicated
all individuals currently in
position are under
consideration. The position
of Law Director is likely to
go to Thatcher Lanza firm.
of Flemington.

“it's been a long vear.” he
said. 'Fd like to thank my
committee,  they  were
great.” said O'Leary He
added he dedicated his
election to John Ciszewsk:
and to former Police Chief
Edward O'Leary. both of
whom passed away in the
latter part of 1486

During the investigation of
the suspects, police detected
the odor of PCP eminating
from the vehicle. A search of
the vehicle revealed a
guantity of PCP 1in their
possession. .

Arrested were” Gerald
McAndrew, 28, and Thomas
Komick. 32, both {rom South
Amboy.

McAndrev was released
ol $5.000 batl while Komick

. was sent to the Middlesex

County workhouse 1n heu of
hatil

Assisting an the arrest
were  Patrolmen  Steve
Yavich and Robert foint
and Sgt Anthony Warn

Two South Amboyans Get Saveevitle Posts

Ll

Two attorneys connected
with South Amhoy were
appuinted to mumecipal posts n
Savrevilie at the borough’s
annual  reorganization
meeting

Thomas Downs [V, South
Amboy  Prosecutor  was
appomnted te the Prosecutor’s
post m Sayreville, replacing
Robert Blandi

Sayreville  Mayor  John
McCormack also appomted
city based attorney Robert
McGowan as the borough's
new  municipal  Judge
M Gowan replaces Herbert
Bietman )

McGowan recerved
unastious support tfrom the
Borough Council while Downs
recelvid some opposition o
counctlimen  voted  against

Downs™ appointment because
they  were  upset  that
McCormack did not notify
them of the plan to name
Downs until Monday  The
councilmen indicated  the
appointment could  bhe
challenged because there was
vo megority from the councl s
required by faw One
councdman abstaned from the
vote while MeCormack hunselt
cast a vote to Inake the vote a

-majonty Counciliman Randy

Corme.an said the mayor cannot
vole unless there s 4 tie yote
Borough Attorney Casper P
Boehm Jr maintained the
mayor's vote to be legal
Both dessenting councilmen
indicated that neither had o
complaant . with  Downy’
credentials .
! w

b
I aJways wanted to be like
hm " .

After a stint in the U S,
Army. where he served as a
missile man with the Fourth
Army in El Paso, Texas,
Cross returned to South
Ar.ooy. ““When I came out of
the service, [ used to work at
the elections whenever |
could and I got involved in
the young democrats.’™ He
was later appointed to the

-Plenning Soard by Mayor
Richard Schultz.

The first time Cross ran in
a local election, he was
defeated. 1n 1970 he lost his
hid in the Democratic
Primar» by less than 50
votes. . ur yecars later,
Cross tricd again and was
successful in securing a
councilman-at-large seat.

Cross has been a life-long
resident of the city He
attenced Sacred Heart
Grammar Schnol and his
first two years he attended
St Mary's High School and
final two- years at Perth
Amboy Vocational Schooi
The ""Bergen Hill native
has heen employed by
du'-ont for the past 30 years.
Currently he serves as a
yrocess technologist.

He said his political life
his not takep a toll on his
personal life. 1t didn't hurt
me that much since | have no
children, 1 just got married
when | was mayor My wife

comes from a political
family. she understand
politics

“"We do argue once in a
whije when we talk about .

ccontinued on page 20

Board Selects Three
Assistant Principals

The Board of Education
appointed three Middle
School teachers to the newly
formed posts of Assistant to
the Principal in esch of the
district’s three schools

Named to §he positions
were Joseph Qonnelly as
assistant elementary school
principal., Mrs Barbars
Roskey 2t the Midale School
and Mrs. Carol Galley to the
High School. Last month the
Board approved the job
descriptions fo- the
sositions.  The  assistant
principal posts are 12-month.
non-tenured positions.

The three appointees will
st mamntamn part of their
teaching chores at  the
Middle Schodl. Mr Donnelly
currently serves as @ gym
leacher.  Mrs Rosker
teaches Enghsh, and Mrs
Galley 15 a4 computer

instructor

“Welre reshuffhing. the
schedule and we'll be hiring
some people to 1ake part-

time positions 7 said School
Supenintendent John (Mexa,
“we'll hire at least one and a
halt  people 1o the
vavangles

Mexa added none of the
assistants will be moved
antil replacements  are

tound
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