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tail to Art 01
Special Mayoral Electioa PluiH J

of p,
The tragic death of Kirst

Ward Councilman and
mayor-elect John Ciszewski
hat created a void in two
•Milton* on the municipal

Clssewski, who died
Ittaday, was to resign his
aaaro aoat upon becoming
Mayer en January 1st

According to Clark
C M very, City Director of
Law, the South Am boy
Democrat ic Municipal
Committee has 15 days to

; a names to the mayor
council for

iteration The council
will then have 15 days to
•tffce the appointment until
the next general election in
November 19*7

Ward Seeks
Cmmcil Applicants

The South Am boy
Democratic Committee
Chairman Raymond
TeSftaosewski announced the
Party to seeking applicants
to Ml the First Ward Council
aaat vacated by the death of
JahaCiaaewski

The Committee has is
days to submit * list of :i
caadMatas to the city council
far consideration The
council will then have 15
days to make the

past is open to any
interested registered
Democrat, living in the
estys First Ward

Teasattewski asked all
caadtdetes interested in the
aaat to send a letter or
reewne to Raymond
Tesaaaitwski Democratic
awtrman. ft Robert Street.
aamhAmboyN JQts79

NOTICE
H e offices of RarHan
PHvttMg and the
OUaett will close for
the Thanksgiving
Noliiay. Tbarsdav
aad Friday,
November 27th and
Hth. fcarly deadline
far copy aad
advertlsiag will he
Me«day. November
14th at l t : H a.m.
Paper hays may pick
ap their Cltltens far
dlstribation on
Wednesday. No-
em ver Nth. from
I2:M p.m. aatll 3:M
p.m.

At that tim< a candidate
will be elected for the
remainder of the unexpired
term There are 25'2 months
left in the term

"The council will fill the
vacancy until the general
election in November, then
the person elected will serve
the remainder of the
unexpired term," said
Convery

Convery also said that
according to state statute, if
a person is elected to office
but dies before the term
commences, the clerk must
call a special election no
sooner than 45 days but no
more than 50 days from the
day of death ,

A count of the calendar
would put the election date
between Wednesday,
December 3lst and Monday.
January 5th It is likely
January 5th will be the date
of the special election
Candidates should petition to
be placed on the ballot

Agnq Gets Clerical
i M Legal Help

The city's Redevelopment
Agency, still without funds of
their own, have a clerk
thanks to the city and an
attorney thanks to Robert
McGowan

Funds cannot be turned
over to the agency because a
line item for them does not
exist The agency must wait
until January 1st before they
receive any type of funding

Meanwhile, the agency
wrote to the City Council
requesting c ler ica l
assistance Claire Reilly
municipal clerk, has been
filling in ns the agency's
clerk

In addition, attorney
McGowan offered his
services to the agency at
their last meeting free of
charge Mctiowan stated he
would be willing to sit with
the agency on permeeting
basis. McGowan, whose
office is located in South
Amboy. told the
commissioners of the agency
he wouJd be available to the
agency on a permeeting
basis until the agency
appoints someone to the
position

The death of John V
Ciszewski has shocked a city
whose residents only 10 days
ago voted him to be their
leader The members of the
community were looking
toward to his dedication and
leadership in his
commitment to the city.

Ciszewski. First Ward
Councilman and mayor-
elect, was buried this
morning at Sacred Heart
Cemetary He died Sunday
night at John F. Kennedy
Medical Center, Edison,
after a short illness. He was
43

" I ts a tragic loss to the
city." said Mayor J Thomas
Cross, "he was a hard
worker, dedicated, a people
oriented man.

Over the past few months,
a dramatic loss in weight led
to speculation the popular
councilman was ailing. He
did not know the extent of his
illness until after his
primary election victory in
June Most agreed that if
anyone was strong enough to
press on. it wouVtf be
John '

He nceivcd a standing
ovation from supporters at
a Democratic Committee
Cocktail party held shortly
before the election.

"What 1 have to do now is
to put on some rounds." he
said that dav

Council President Bruce
Richmond visited Ciuewski
on two occasions last week
•When I left him on

Thursday. I didn't see how
he could recover, he said.
"I 'm vefy sad and
depressed."

Ctszewski won handily the
November 4th election by a 4
to 1 margin over Republican
challenger Robert Hoffman
He was hospitalized the
following day

Citzewski's Councilmen
at-Large running mates
JohnT O'Leary and Craig J.
Coughlin also scored
resounding victories "Now
the job begins," Ciszewski
said that night O'Leary and
Coughlin said they were
looking foward to working
with John for the betterment
of the city

Monday. both
Councilmen elect were
visibly shaken and
distraught by John's

expand its tax base due to
the loss of gross receipts
income. He vowed to keep
the public involved in the
city's plan to redevelop the

Thtre were no objections passing. They'agreed it was
missioners to important not to let John sfrom the commissioners

McGowan s offer
The agency is scheduled to

meet again Wednesday,
December 10th.

goals and dreams fade
away.

He was somebody to look
up to." said O'Leary, "he
was an excellent role model
for the city's youth

"He was a fighter to the
last minute"

Cistewski won his spot on
the November ballot with a
victory over Councilman-at
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The passing of John
Ciszewski Sunday marks the Large Thomas O'Brien, who

wss the Democratic
committee's selection for
mayor, and Martin Roskey
in the June primary.
Ciszewski challenged the
party line saying "you have

passed away during their to fight for what you believe
terms as First Ward Council in."
man Sylvester Attardi, who He believed the city was
proceeded Ciszewski was entering a critical stage and
appointed, not elected to the welcomed the challenge He
pott said the city would have lo

third straight time an
elected First Ward
Councilman has died in
office

Richard Schultz, Frank
Zebro and Ciszewski have all

h
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waterfront, one ut the major
issues to face the city in
decades

He faced other
controversial issues head
on Earlier this year.
Ciszewski at a special
council meeting, introduced
a resolution to recind a
previous resolution seeking
a Resource Recovery plant
bid for the city

Hszewski was also
commended this year by
members of the council for
his ro'e in a dramatic life
having attempt, when
Planning Board Chairman
Wilbur Schmidt suffered a
heart attack in the Council
Chambers, shortly before a
board meeting.

Ciszewski, a certified
CPR instructor,
administered CPR to
Schmidt for the better part
of an hour along with City
police and First Aid
members.

As Schmidt was being
transported to the hospital,
John, sweating and
breathing heavily said,
"well we brought him back
twice." Schmidt passed
away hours later at the
hospital.

For all his involvement
and contributions to the city,
John was honored recently
by the Polish-American
Citizens Club as their Citizen
of the Year Earlier this
year, he raised the Polish
flag at City Hall for Polish
American day festivities

Elected First Ward
Councilman in November
1984, John had a long list of
contributions and
accomplishments which
included a vigorous
campaim aflainst the
Clearview Housing Project
During that time. John went
door to door to homes in the
affected area, informing
them what was happening
and rallying public support

against the project He was a
council liaison to the city's
Teenage Drug and Alcohol
Abuse Committee

A Lot of Living In 43 years
John F Ciszewski was a

lifelong South Amboy
resident

He was employed by the
Savreville Board of
Education for the past 22
years as the Automotive
Shop teacher «t Savreville
War Memorial High School
He was also a staff member
of the Sayreville Adult
Evening School

At the county college level
in New Jersey, he was a
former instructor and
administrator of the New
Jersey Department of
Health Training Program
Tram 1971 to 1874.

He received a bachelor in
industrial arts education in
IMS from Newark State
College, now known as Kean
College.

In 1969, he received a
masters degree in industrial'
technology and education
from Trenton State College
From 1977 through 1879, ne
continued taking graduate
courses in administration
and supervision at Trenton
State College

He was a member of the
National Education
Association, the New Jersev
Education Association,the
Middlesex County Education
Association, the Sayreville
Education Association and
the New Jersey
Interscholastic Coaching
Association.

Mr. Ciszewski was a
charter member of the
National Kegistery of
Emergency Medical
Technicians No 18S2. He
alsf> was a member of the
American Federation of
Musicians Local 373 and the
International Laborers
Local No M4

He belonged to the
Mechanicsvitle Hose Co.,
wh<Tc he served as captain
in ttf7fc

Kroni 1965 through 1974, he
w;i> a mfmber of the South
Am hoy First Aid and Safety
Squad Ht served as the
squad s president from 1970
to 1972 and as an ambulance
officer from 1973 to 1976.

Mr Ciszewski was a
former member of the New
Jersey State First Aid
Council

He was a former
instructor of the American
Red Cross, the American
Heart Association and the
Defensive Dr iv ing
programs

He was administrator of
the Emergency Medical
Technicians Program in
South Amboy for 1971 and
1972

He was a member of the
New Jersey Exempt
Kiremen's Association.

He was a communicant of
Sacred Heart Roman
catholic Church and the
church's Holy Name
Society.

surviving are one
daughter, Jennifer, at home;
his parents, Chester and
Catherine Komosinskl
< is/.ewski of South Amboy;
and one sister, Ann Lund of
Trenton

Services were arrmnftdby
the Carmen F. I**aa4
Funeral Home, Parlin.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requested that
donation be made to the
Sayreville Brain Injured
Children's Fund

taker First AM

The South Amboy First
Aid squad responded to a
total of 121 calls in the month
of October There were 77
Emergency calls; 30
Transports; 9 Fires; and 5
Misc

The High Cuil Members
for October were: Bob
Scully 72. John McCtoud-67:
William Leveille-40, James
Ryan Sr 39. and Gary
Cottrell 35. the High Call
Cadet was James Ryan Jr
with 28.

Anyone interested in
joining the South Amboy
First Aid Squad, please oafi
7211006 or 7*7-am Day help
is critically low All training
will be provided

flrf Mpi» 19
The South Amboy Fire

Department Exempt
Association will meet at the
Protection Fire House at
8.00 p.m on Tuesday.
November 24 J9M

Boy Scouts
Troop 95

will hold their monthly

Paper Drive
Dtc. 13

t i.ffl. - 2 p.m.

at

Sicred Heirt
Pirkinf Lot

HAIH 0« SHINE
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Mile Square Talk YOUR HOMETOWN
Will construction at the Parkway's Pood and

lap off Bordentown Avenue ever be completed? It
tkey find one project after another

of the Sayreville War Memorial Higi. School
_ band are currently involved with fund raising

aetivlties and rehearsing in Preparation of their
performance at this year's Peach Bowl in Atlanta.

Over 100 members of the band will travel to Atlanta. This
number includes the drill team, nag squad, twirlers and
color guard, who will also perform

Band members are selling Christmas ornaments and
food packages

The bandwill compete December 29-30.
Sayreville is one of 20 high school bands participating in

bowl activities The band will participate in three days of
competition and a pre-game parade. The band will compete
December 29-30 and will participate in a pre-game parade
on December 31. During halftime, all 20 bandit will perform.
The game will be televised on the Turner Broadcasting
System

19M Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie Wieael will speak at
7:40, December 3rd in Wilkins Theater at Kean College
Admission is free to the event.

The New Jersey Veterinary Medical Association, an
organiiation representing veterinarians in New Jersey,
alerts pet owners that rabies vaccinations are needed for
cats as well as dogs. Dr. Fletcher Reynolds, President of
the NJVMA said vaccination programs for all pets is vital
to animal welfare and the public health, especially in light
of increasing number of confirmed cases of rabies in
Pennsylvania

There are free rabies immunization programs
throughout New Jersey, sponsored by local municipalities.
Cat owners are urged to contact their local town hall or
veterinarian for information on these programs.
Immunisation of your cat can prevent rabies The NJVMA
recommends an initial vaccination between 3 and 6 months
of age, with boosters at one year of age and annually
thereafter.

FLASHBACKS
RAMP CLOSING AGAIN DEBATED (5 years ago)

November 19, twi
Despite arguments to the contrary. Councilman Richard

J. Schultz has once again firmly taken his stand on the
controversial ramp closing on Washington Road. Schultz
put before Mayor J Thomas Cross and Council members
another petition bearing 200 signatures asking for the ramp
reopening to be considered Classic Car Wash co-owner
Chuck Kaciupsky personally delivered the added
signatures to Schuhz" home, and they now bring the total
number of signatures to 610 persons Kaciupsky and his
partner, James Hicks, contend they are losing customers
who find it time consuming and inconvenient to use the
Rarltan Street ramp

"I think the state acted hastily in ripping up the
pavement and should have made time for a little more
study I myself do not think this ramp is any more
dangerous than the Bordentown entrance to Route 35,"
Schultz commented

He noted the number of accidents since that portion of the
highway and ramp has been repaved has dramatically
decreased. "DOTdid not, in my estimation, act too wisely,"
he said of the torn up and barricaded ramp.

Mayor Cross also stood fast to a previous decision
"Several years ago I sat on a committee, and we made a
deal with DOT to leave one ramp site open. At that time I
agreed to the Washington Road ramp closing and I have to
agree to it now, "he said

Captain James Tedesco of the South Amboy Police
Department, Traffic Safety, told the Mayor and Council he
noted "with considerable alarm" the efforts to reopen the
Rt 1/36 ramp and was "very dismayed" after putting in 10
years of study to get the highway rehabilitated to reduce
accidents that there was opposition at this late date.

INFORMAL MEET ON SCHOOL ISSUE
An Informal meeting between South Amboy's Board of

Education and South River's board representatives led to
discussions but no concrete plans for the City to bus their
children to South River, where school closings are being
forced due to declining enrollment

Board President Regis Wylunda and Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Weigand made nn offer for South Amboy's
using the school system, which will he losing funds because
of the loss of students

CITY'S THIRD MAYOR IN 1976 (10 Years ago)
November 18,1976

J. Thomas Cross, elected November 2nd, took the oath of
office at Monday's Council meeting. His mother, Mrs. Alice
Croat held the Bible as Nataie Brennan, city clerk,
administered the oath Cross became the third mayor for
the city to have in one year in that he fills out the remainder
of the four year term from which William "Doc" O'Learv
resigned in Marrh to take a county post. The Council named
Theodore Lewandoski to fill the vacancy at the time, but
Lewandoski had to yield his place when Cross defeated him
for the two years remaining on the term in this year's
election
CROSS, NEW COUNCILMEN, BACK SCHOOL ON

LANDFILL
Not ten minutes after being sworn in as Mayor, Monday,

QUALITY WORK FflHUTMATtS

A I M - NO JOt TOO MO OH SMALL

CALL 390-9211

J. Thomas Cross was facing the first big Issue of his
administration, what to do about a commitment asked bv
John Hulsart, president of the South Amboy Board of
Education, and John Olexa, superintendent of schools, for
the Council to approve th<* use of the city-owned 9.5 acre
landfill tract as site for a high school to be built under a
f4,M0,QO0 public works grant being sought from the federal
government under the recently enacted unemployment
relief legislation

Cross had resigned as councilman shortly before, so
could not meve to grant the Hulsart-Olexa reouest Council
President Thomas <> Brien did move for such action, but
Councilmen Kenneth Rogers. Stanley Jankowsk and
James Inman all declined a second Rogers launched into a
denunciation of a proposal to use the landfill, reiterating his
charge that the site was in a flood plain area and
continuously riddled by a massive vandalism Rogers saw
any new school building to go up there to be left in shambles
in no time

ON ITS WAY
J<>hn Olexa. superintendent, said at 4:30 Tuesday, the

South Amboy Board of Education's application for KM
million to build a high school on the landfill was on its way
by messenger to the office of the federal agency in Trenton
authorized to receive it Included is a notation that the
Board has in its posseuMon a letter signed by Mayor J
Thomas Cross. Council President Thomas O'Brien and
Councilmen-eiect Richard Schultz, Robert Noble and
Chester Meinzer Jr stating their commitment for land on
which to build a high school on the landfill, the letter to be
forwarded directly or by Jan 1, as the agency prefers.

HOFFMAN HIGH PRINCIPAL DISMISSED BY BOARD
(15 years ago) November 18,1971

At a special meeting held Friday evening, the South
Amboy Board of Education, dismissed Adam W Martin
from his position as principal of Hoffman High School. The
alleged reason for the dismissal was an accumulation of
parents' and students' grievances concerning scheduling
and disc.?lining

Martin, hired in 1989 to replace James Croddick, who had
died suddenly of a heart attack, would have gained tenure
in January.

William McGowan, president of the board refused to
make any comments on Martin's firing. Stanley
Kowalewski, a member of the board, said, "under state law
no reason has to be given before u principal or
administrator achieves tenure '

Parents commenting on the dismissal felt thst both
matters pertinent to discipline and scheduling, plus the
September 23rd student walkout "brought the matter to a
bead."

A senior's comments on the Martin Suspension were:
He was too tough, and didn't give our ideas a chance"

Another student said, "Things weren't the same since we
lost Mr. Croddick, •- he knew us, and we knew him, and we
got along fine."

A member of the school faculty, who wished to remain
anonymous, said: "Martin was doing s good Job, he had to
be tough, or they (students) would be running the school
The only schools that managed best, during the past 2 years
were the schools with enforced discipline--the others were
wrecked by riots Why hire an administrator trained for the
principal's job. when the parents and students think they
shoula be running the school system "

COM ITY
CALENDAR

This Event or trip column K run *% a public service. The
first insertion Is free of chargr — all repeat insertion* of tar
same item will be charged in advuncr at I2.M per insertion.

November tB-22
The South Amboy PTA would like to announce the Family

Portrait pick up will take place at the Knights of Columbus
Hall, MS Fourth Street, South Amboy. Please check your
card for the date and time you choose.

November M. lMt
South Amboy PTA Skating Party Wednesday, 1.30 to 3:30

p.m. Tickets on sale Mon., Tues , Wed. in the elementary
and middle school. Also at the door. Free skate rental.
Price « »

November if, lftf
Melrose Blackhawks First Annual Holiday Crafts

Bataar, Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the C.W, Hoffman
Senior Center BMg., Stevens Avenue, South Amboy.

December t, I9M
Bus Trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for dinner and

show, "My Three Angels", Saturday. Bus leaves 5 p.m.
$35.00 includes dinner, show 4 bus. Call 73M7M for
vations.

May IM7
A trip is planned for Nashville, Tennessee for seven days

and six nights. Trip includes deluxe accommodations, 4
hour narrated dry sightseeing tour, admission for a full day
visit of Opryland USA., admission to Grand Ole Opry, all
hotel taxes, gratuities for luggage handling, meal plan
available optional For more information please call
721-0713 OT 721-5717

December I . IMS
Annual Bazaar, Trinity United Methodist Church. Frank

Ave.. South Amboy, off Eugene Blvd. Luncheon will be
served from 11 a m Come and shop our many tables, baked
Items featuring homemade cookies packed in tins, used
clothing ing ood condition, attic treasures, a flower shop
with plants and silk arrangements, and hand made crafts.
Our deli is a new area with homemade salads, desserts,
sandwiches, soup, home canned fruits, pickles, Jams,
jellies. The ladles of the church work all year to make this a
pleasant experience for visitors. We will be open • a.m. to 3
p m

REMEMBERING JOHN.
By Jake Defort

Just two weeks after the
citizens of South Amboy
agreed he was the beat man
for the post of mayor, John
Ciszewski is gone. His death
creates an emptiness in his
family and a void in the city

"This is a tough loss," said
Council President Bruce
Richmond, "1 saw him twice
last week and all I can say is
my heart goes out to his
mother and father and to his
daughter "

Everyone agrees that the
loss of John Ciszewski is
tragic because of who he
was. but also for what he
could have been

"Its a tragic loss to the
city," said Mayor J. Thomas
Cross, "he didn't deserve
what he got.

"I don 1 know what else to
say, he was a personal
friend, I enjoyed working
with htm on the council, we
worked well together, it's a
great tragedy '

witn ms victory November
4th slong with John T
O'Leary and Craig Coughlin.
the city was looking ahead
for things that would be
accomplished by the new
administration

"I'm very disheartened.'
said O'Leary, 'condolences

f[o out to his family and
riends

"He is going to be
missed." continued O'Leary,
adding Ciszewski had a
positive affect on the people
and could be viewed as a role
model for his dedicaiton "I
just fight for what I believe
in, you have to take a stand."
Ciszewski once said

Coughlin was equally
distressed by Ciszewski s
loss. "It's a tragedy for the
town and I think everyone
shares the grief that his
family feels. Coughlin said.
"I think it's important to
remember what John
wanted most and not let his
goals and dreams die "

Similiar sentiments were
echoed throughout City Hall
Monday, as residents phoned
to find out if ttu i umors were
true and to find out what the
city would do

From a reporters point of
view. John Ciszewski
provided tremendtus help
Me made the Job easier
because he would give you
his time and would never shy
away from fa question He
was usually the last to leave
the Council Chamber.

Monday night a friend of
mine, who was a student in
Mr. C's auto shop class at
Sayreville High School, snd
myself were trading
memories of John CisiewskT
I'm sorry that I never had
him as a teacher

He recalled a story about a
new Cadillac Mr. C had
purchased and brought in to
the auto shop class to have
painted. "The car had a

rt looking paint job but
C. wanted it painted, so

we asked him why he wanted
it painted snd Mr. C. said
'it'sa pink car'." said Shawn
Hospador, a 1982 graduate of
Sayreville High School

"He was good with all the
kids, everybody liked Mr.
C ." he added, he tried to
help the kids whenever he
could '

Hospador remembered a
time in class when
something wouldn't fit just
right He'd Kay 'you need a
B.H ' and wed say 'what is a
B.H.?'

"B.H. is a bigger hammer,
it would fit then "

Hospador said Ciszewski
had perhaps the best sense of
humor of any teacher he's
had and had a very easy
going attitude which made it
easy to enjoy his class. "You
wanted to go to his class,"
Hospador said
It's hard to find the words to
describe how everyone feels
about losing John. Perhaps
some of the kindest words
said about John were said
the night of his election
victory by his opponent
Robert Hoffman I know
the kind of man he is. 1 don't
feel bad losing to him
because he is a good man
and he'll do right by the
people of South Amboy "
saia Hoffman that night

The one image of John
Ciszewski I'll always
remember, is one that
appeared in the May 29th
issue of The Citizen At the
time, the primary campaign
was very controversial, very
heated and candidates were
very serious It was one
week until the election, then
along comes the May 21th
issue of the paper On page 7
is a full page photo of the
classic "Ciszewski grin"
with the caption "Who loves
you John Ciszewski ,
working democrat " If
John's memory could be
captured in a moment, that's
mine

He was only 43 But those
who knew him can consider
themselves lucky to have
known him at all And when
we think o( him. don't think
about how he died He must
be remembered for how he
LIVED

We are all going to miss
him, that goes without
saying
Good-bye John, your work,
your dedication will never be
forgotten. You will never be
forgotten.
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