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Mayor Defends
Redevelopment Agency

Mayor J Thomas Cross
addressed a fuli house of
concerned residents at last
week's City Council meeting
and said the Redevelopment
Agency is a good idea for the
city and said he s
disappointed by some
negative sentiment
r?rdingthengency

We've been working on
this for four years, I've
mcn:‘lomdy it ma[l)ly times Ln
my New Year's Day s .
I've talked about demp-
ment of the landfill, I've
worked on it, I've been to
Trenton many times to try to

clear the litle to the
rty . . here we are
takin to try to do

ster

something with the landfill
and we have le that are
t to stop il 1 think that
is ashame, ' said Cross

Cross said the delay in
develoring the landfili 1s
primarily because of unciear
title to the property ~“"We've
never owned clear title to the
Property." said C(ross,
‘everybody here knew that,
they knew it as soon as they
took office

Cross added that by
publicizing the title problems
would only cause more
trouble for the city. citing
the city may have been
challenged

The mayor said it is the
prerogative of the people
opposed to the Agency to do
80. 'That's what this worid
is about, there are pros and

The mayor added con-

atulations for all involved
n the redevelopment
project. ‘'l want to con-
gratulate the people who
stuck with me because they
knew this was my dream.
I've always wanted to do the
landhll. I worked on it very
Murd and I'm glad to see its
rt to get started in my
dministration

"'l sat here as mayor for 10
years and two years as
councilman. 1 was elected
each time with a good vote, 1
never squeaked in, 1 always
got a good vote | think 1 did
a good job, I was always
proud of everything I did.

“1 tried to do averything
for the best interest of the
City oi South Amboy, and
anybody who dares to say 1
didan't, is a llar

Cross siad he has six more
months as mayor and he
intends to fulfill his term and
continue doing the job to the
best of his ability

“Hopefully we'll get this
commission off the ground
and get it to do a good job,~
he said The mayor also
added the Agency is going to
be highly visible ‘'There is
going to be a public hearing
on everybody who wants to
come in here, Lhere 15 going
to be more public hearings
thn’:‘iou are going Lo want to
h. .01

Cross said there will be

ublic input at all these

earings ‘'l {eel sorry for
these commissioners
because they are going to
have to be at everycne of
these public hearings and
they are going to have to
defend everything they do or
don'tdo. "

The mayor said any plan
would then have (o go o the
Planning Board and said
there are many checks and
balances to the project so
every step of the
1s monitored and available to
the public.

] want to thank these
cemmissioners who are
going to take this time to do
all this, because it will
involve a lot of time and
effort on their pert.

"] think its going to be a

great job."

Candidates Oppased To Agency

Democratic councilman-
at-large candidates Craig J
Coughlin and John T
O'Leary said they are
opposed to the Re:
development Agency and
have called for issue to
be Juloutonrderendum

oughlin said there is a
petition procces available in
ovder for the referendum to

. OCCUr.

O’Leary also discussed the

possibility of an injunction
ing the agency from
foning.

peoplc. this is what the
people want,'’ said O'Laary.

Coughlin called for a delay
until a new admiaistration
takes over to decide what
would be the best avenue to
take

Both candidates also
urged the council to re-
consider the appointment of
Fred Kurtz to the lnncir.
““We have qualified e
who live within our town that
we can utilize,”’ said
O'Leary. Kurtz, the {former
city engineer, is an Old
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Korts Confident Of
Agoncy Sacoess

Former city engineer,
Frederick Kurtz, whose
appointment to the Re
development Agency has
stirred controversy among
several local residents, said
he was very happy with his
appointment and is looking
forward to working on the

agency.
“I'm very happy to do it,”
said Knortz, ‘‘the re
development agency

represents the opportunity
for the city of South Amboy
to do something wonderful '

Kurtz, executive director

of the Middlesex County
Utilities Authority, served s
eng:neer in the city for 18
years until his resignation in
February of this year

When informed of public
reaction, citing his appoint-
ment as a possible conflictof
interest, Kurtz said. ' don’t
view my involvemen! as o
conflict. I can not pereeie
how it would he a confhet
He added that he would not
have accepted the appoint
ment f there were any
conflict

The appointment of Kurtz
also drew negative reaction
because he is no longer a city
resident ‘ouncil President
Bruce Richmond said
residency in the city isnot a
requirement or a
commissioner.

Because of a prior
commitiment, Kurtz was not
a.ailable to be sworn in July
2 with the other 5 appoint-
ments. Kurtz ssid he would
contact Municipal Clerk
Claire Reilly about
scheduling a time to be
sworn in as soon as possible

Givea

Ph Is will be given on
the following dates in the
Nurse's office at Hoffman

Hmkhool.
ri’'s Cross Country and

Seccer Cheerleaders - July
sord at 9:15 a.m Permission
slips for physical will be
given out the week of July
14th in the Principal's office

Girl's Soccer - Aug. 13
19:13 a.m.) Permission shps
will be given out the week of
A t4th.

oy's Cross Country and
Boy's Soccer - Aug. 27 %:15
a.m.) Permission slips will
be given out the week of
Au?-l 18th.

All students should wear
shorts or some type of gym
shorts for their physical
Permission slips may be
picked up at the Principal's
office of Hoffman High All
students MUST bring
permission slips to be given
a physical. Anyone who can
not take a physical on the
above date must contact the
Principal's Office (721-2980 .
Forms for students wiahinﬁ
to go to their own doctor wi
be available at the
Principal's Office

Scheel Lease
Renewed

The Board of Education
has agreed to renew a lease
with the Sayreville Board of
Education to continue using
the former Jesse Selover
School, located in the
Morgan section of tne
borough, as the South
Amboy Middle School.

The board has agreed to
pay $17.840 to lease the
school for the 1988-87 school

yoar.

This figure is a 5 percent
increase over last year's
lonse.

newly appoinied Agency

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEMBERS SWORN IN  City Clawe Relily officiaied i the swesring-in coremony of the

in photo (leh to right) Lester Lentz. 5-yr term; Andy Markowitz. &-yr torm; Jomice Todesce. 2-yr term; and Mvs.
Reilly. Bach row Richard O'Connor. J-yr term. and Kevin Meszaren. 1-pr. torm. Minsing ‘zom phote 1s Froderich Rurtz,

who was appointed for a2 five year term

Commissioners Sworn/Agency Questioned

Five of the six commiss-
ioners appointed to serve on
the city's Redevelopment
Agency were sworn in at th.
July 2 City Council meetin,
amidst questions an
conceras voiced by iocal
residents

['he resolution appointing
the commissioners and the
agency itself, which was
created in March, were
questioned by the pubhc and
two dissenting members of
the council.

“I'm not against this re-
development agency, I think
it will work out very fire,~
said Councilman John
Ciszewski, 'l wouid like the
people to know exactly
where they stand, there are
tco many rumors cir-
culating. If we could rouibly
arrange for an ex: anation
of some t{pe, there are
many chec lg:lnts involved
if vou read law through,
hut the peorle aren’t aware
of this and | feel should
understand what direction
we are taking.

] know we’re not going to
agree with everybody 100

rcent, but lets look for the

t interest for the town so
we can look back 10 years
from now and have it a little
easier than what it is now '

Councilwonman Erma
Brown agreed with
Ciszewski that not enough in-
formation about the agency
has been presented. ‘I hav>
no question ahout their qual-

ifications,”” said Mrs.

Brown, “but | didn't feel |

had information.”
Mrs Brown added the

commissioners of the agency
are charged with the most
important piece of legisia-
tion to come into town in the
past 25 years.

“I've  been  aeking
questions for four or five
months and I'm still not fully
informed,’’ said Mrs. Brown,
"'80 the commissioners have
a tremendous job ahead of
them. They are also going to

have some gleople ke me
looking right over their
The agency is designed to
n for the for
he vacant §5-acre water-
front pr . The com-

missioners-Andrew Maf-

kavich, appointed to a four-
year term: Richard
O'Connor appointed to a
three year term, Jablice
Tedesco for two yvears and
Kevin Metizaros (or one year
were all sworn in along with
Leslie Lentz, the mayor's
appointment who will serve
a five-vear term

Fred Kurtz, former city
engineer and currently
Execntive Director of the
Middles2x County Utilities
Authority. was unavailable
to be sworn in at last week's
meeting but is likely to be
sworn in seperately in the
near future.

Mayor J. Thomas Cross
said pians to develop the
waterfront have been
discussed for four years, but
points out that only recently
did the city have clear title to
the land

Clark Convery. City
Director of law, explained
the problems the city has
had with the title to the
waterfront y.

“When this project started
in 1982,"" explained Convery,
“‘the mayor and council
advised me to search the
property through a title
company (o see if there was
any ‘clouds’ (an interest in
the & y inthe past).

“We found that some of the
families failed to deed the

rty to the city, some of
the families died off. they
still had ‘itle to the
property.” Cunvery said all
the problems had to be
clarified before and action
could be taken. He said
recently all the major
problems cleared.
Couneil Petitioned

At the meeting the mayor
and council were presented
with a petition containing
over 750 signatures, calling
for the abolishment of the re-
development agency

The appointment of Kurtz
to the agency was also
questioned during the two
hour public forum.
Residents questioned
whether Kurtz' position with
the MCUA constituted a
conflict of interest. Also the
fact Kurtz is not a South
Amboy resident was aleo a
poini of opposition to his

a ntment.

ouncil President Bruse
Richmond said there is ne
conflice of nwerest with
Kurtz appointment ‘1 think
one of the main reasons his
name was considered is
because of his expertise that
he has with the city and his
involvement."

Richmond said the council
was not restricted to
residents of South Amboy.
“You are not restricted by
the law to have only
residents,’” he said.

John T O'Leary.
democratic candidate for
councilmen-at-large. said

- the taxpavers of the city lose

out on public bid by having a
redevelopment agency work
with one developer to plan
the waterfront development,

“Those properties may be
worth B to 10 million
wollars.”” said O’'Leary,
“‘thevy go out on public bid,
you can end up with 25 to 30
milljon dollars

O'Leary and running mate
for council, Craig J.
Coughlin are opposed to the
agency. saying the nity can
benefit more through
auction. They also favor a
balanced approach to the
waterfront development
which would include a city
owned marina, corporate
vffice complex, recrcation
area and some nousing

(cont'd on page 2)

Applications Available
For Baskethall Camgp

Pete Kenniv‘. Inhrector of
Events for John M. Donnelly
Foundation, announces that
applications fer the basket-
ball camp may be pickad up
by calling Billy O'Leary at
721-8017 or Pete Kenny at
7214821

Girls will be attending the
camp from July 28 to August
1, boys will attend from
August 4 to August 8
Carney will coach the girls
and Mike Astarita will be
coaching the boys The
deadline for filing applica-
tions is July 14, !&. redes
4 through 12 are invited.
Mustbe a South Ambey
resident. Please file sarly.






