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Mayor Defends
Redevelopment Agency

farti CNfMctt If

Mayor J Thomas Cross
addressed a full house of
concerned residents a( last
waak'f City Council meeting
and said the Redevelopment
Agency is a flood idea for the
city and said he is
disappointed by some
negative sentiment
regarding the agency

"We've been working on
this for four years, I've
mentioned it many times in
my New Year's Day speech.
I've talked about develop-
ment of the landfill. I've
worked on it. I've been to
Trenton many time* to try to
clear the title to the
property here we are
taking a step to try to do
something with the landfill
and we have people that are
trying to stop it I think that
is a shame, "said Cross

Cross said the delay in
developing the landfill is
primarily because of unclear
title to the property We ve
never owned clear title to the
property." said Cross,
everybody here knew that.

they knew it a* soon as they
took office

Cross added that by
publicizing the title problems
would only cause more
trouble for the city, citing
the city may have been
challenged

The mayor said it is the
prerogative of the people
opposed to the Agency to do
so. "That's what this world
Is about, there tire pros and

The mayor added con
gratulations for all involved
in the redevelopment
project "1 want to con
gratulate the people who
stuck with me because they
know this was my dream.
I've always wanted to do the
landfill I worked on it very
hard and I'm glad to see its
••ing to get started in my
idmlniatration

I sat here as mayor for 10
years and two years as
councilman I was elected
each time with a good vote, I
never squeaked in, I always
got a good vote I think I did
a good job. I was always
proud of everything I did

"I tried to do everything
for the best interest of the
City i>i South Amboy, and
anybod) who dares to say I
didn't, is a liar1

Cross siad he has six more
months as mayor and he
intends to fulfill his term and
continue doing the job to the
beat of his ability

"Hopefully we'll get this
commission off the ground
and get it to do a good job,
he said The mayor also
added the Agency is going to
be highly visible There is
going to be a public hearing
on everybody who wants to
come in here, there is going
to be more public hearings
than you are going to want to
handle'

Cross said there will be
public input at all these
hearings "I feel sorry for
these commissioners
because they are going to
have to be at everyone of
these public hearings and
they are going to have to
defend everything they do or
don't do"

The mayor said any plan
would then have to go to the
Planning Board and said
there are many chocks and
balances to the project so
every step of the procedure
is monitored and available to
the public

" I want to thank these
commissioners who are
going to take this time to do
all this, because it will
involve a lot of time and
effort on their part

I think its going to be a
great job'

Former city engineer.
Frederick Kurtz, whose
appointment to the He
development Agency has
stirred controversy among
several local residents, said
he was very happy with his
appointment and is looking
forward to working on the
agency

"I'm very happy to do it.
said Ktirtz. "the re
development agency
represents the opportunity
for the city of South Amboy
to do something wonderful'

Kurtz, executive director
of the Middlesex County
Utilities Authority, served as
engineer in the city for 16
years until hi* resignation in
February of this year

When informed of public
reaction, citing his appoint
ment as a possible conflict of
interest. Kurtz said. ' <ii;n"t
view my involvemn•< <<> ,i
conflict. 1 can not ix-rctT. ••
how it would be a conflict
He added that he would not
have accepted the appoint
ment if there were any
conflict

The appointment of Kurt/,
also drew negative reaction
because he is no longer a city
resident v'ouncil President
Bruce Richmond said
residency in the citv is not a
requirement tor a
commissioner

Because of a prior
committment, Kurti was not
a. ailable to be iworn in July
2 with the other 9 appoint
menu Kurtz said he would
contact Municipal Clerk
Claire Reilly about
scheduling a time to be
sworn in as soon as possible
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Commissioners Sworn/Agency Questioned
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Physicals will be given on
the following dates in the
Nurse's office at Hoffman
Hig* School

Girl's Cross Country and
geccer Cheerleaders - July
a r d a t t ISam Permission
tlips for physical will be
Wen out the week of Jul>

Five of the six commiss-
ioners appointed to serve on
the city's Redevelopment
Agency were sworn in at t),.-
July 2 City Council meeting
amidst questions and
concern* voiced by local
resident*;

The resolution appointing
the commissioners and the
agency itself, which was
crested in March, were
questioned by the public and
two dissenting members of
the council

"I'm not against this re
development agency, I think
it will work out very fine."
said Councilman John
Ciszewtki. "I would like the
people to know exactly
where they stand, there are
too many rumors cir

kovich, appointed to a four-
year term. Richard
O'Connor appointed to a
three >ear tern», Jariice
Tedesco for two years and
Kevin Meszaros for one year
were all sworn in along with
Leslie Lentz. the mayor's
appointment who will serve
a five vear term

Fred Kurtz, former city
engineer and currently
Executive Director of the
Middle*-* County Utilities
Authority, was unavailable
to be sworn in at last week's
meeting but is likely to be
sworn in seperately in the
near future

Mayor J Thomas Cross
said plans to develop the
waterfront have been
discussed for four years, but

Democratic councilman
at-large candidates Craig J
Coughlin and John T
O'Leary said they are
opposed to the Re-
development Agency and
have called for the issue to
be out out on referendum

Coughlin said there is a
petition process available in

for the referendum to
.occur.

O'Leary also discussed the
possibility of an injunction
preventing the agency from
functioning
"We're standing with the

people, thia is what the
people want, "said O'Leary

Coughlin called for a delay
until a new administration
takes over to decide what
would be the best avenue to
take

Both candidates also
urged the council to re-
consider the appointment of
Fred Kurtz to the agency

We have qualiftai people
who live within our town that
we can utilize, said
O'Leary. Kurtz, the former
city engineer, Is an Old
Bridge resident.
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(9:15 a.m. > Permission slips
will be given out the week of
August 4th.

Boy's Cross Country and
Boy s Soccer - Aug 27 <9:1S
a.m.* Permission slips will
be given out the week of
August lath

All students should wear
snorts or some type of gym
shorts for their physical
Permission slips may be
picked up at the Principal's
office of Hoffman High All
students MUST bring
permission slips to be given
a physical. Anyone who can
not take a physical on the
above date must contact the
Principal's Office <721-2SW>
Forms for students wishing
to go to their own doctor will
be available at the
Principal's Office
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In Case of Emergency)

Call

721-1W0

Boy Scout
Troop 95

July 12.1916
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The Board of Education
has agreed to renew a lease
with the Sayreville Board ef
Education to continue using
(he former Jesse feelover
School, located in the
Morgan section of tne
borough, as the South
Amboy Middle School

The board has agreed to
pay I17.M0 to lease the
school for the 1OM7 school
year.

Hue figure la a 5 percent
increase over last year's

arrange
of some type, there are
many checkpoints involved
if you read the law through,
hut the people aren't aware
of this and I feel they should
understand what direction
we are taking.

"I know we're not going to
agree with everybody 100
percent, but lets look for the
best interest for the town so
we can look back 10 years
from now and have it a little
easier than what it is now ''

Councilwoman Krma
Brown agreed with
Ciszewski that not enough in-
formation about the agency
has been,presented. I hav?
no question about their qual
ifications," said Mrs.
Brown, "but I didn't feel I
had enough information.''

Mrs Brown added the
commissioners of the agency
are charged with the most
important piece of legisla-
tion to come into town in the
past 25 years

"I've been asking
questions for four or five
months and I'm still not fully
informed." said Mrs. Brown.
"so the commissioners have
a tremendous Job ahead of
them. They are also S"ing to
have some people like me
looking right over their
shoulders

The agency is designed to
plan for the development for
the vacant ts-acre water-
front property The com

did the city have clear title to
the land

Clark Convery. City
Director of law, explained
the problems the city has
hsd with the title to the
waterfront property

•When this project started

appointment.
Council President

Richmond said there Is M
conflki of inii-rrst MTIth
Kurtz appointment I think
one of tne main reasons hit
name was considered is
because of his expertise that
he has with the city and his
involvement

Richmond said the council
was not restricted to
residents of South Amboy.
"You »re not restricted by
the law to have only
residents," he said

John T OLeary.
democratic candidate for
councilman aMarge. said
the taxpayers of the city lose
out on public bid by having a
redevelopment agency work
with one developer to plan
the waterfront development.

"Those properties may be
worth R to 10 million
dollars." said OLeary,
"they go out on public bid.
you can end up with 25 to 30
million dollars '

Ox*ary and running mate
for council. Craig J.

in 1M2." explained Convery, Coughlin are opposed to the
"the mayor and council agency, saying the city can

the benefit more throughadvised me to search
property through a title
company to see if there was
any 'clouds' (an interest in
the property in the past).

"We found that some of the
families failed to deed the
property to the city, some of
the families died off. they
still had it It- to the
property." Convery said all
the problems had to be
clarified before and action
could be taken. He said
recently all the major
problems cleared.

Council Petitioned

At the meeting the mayor
and council were presented
with a petition containing
over 750 signatures, calling
for the abolishment of the re-
development agency

The appointment of Kurtz
to the agency WHS also
questioned during the two
hour public forum
Residents questioned
whether Kurti' position with
the MCUA constituted a
conflict of interest. Also tne
fact Kurti is not a South
Amboy resident was also a

mlsaioners-Andrew Maf- point of opposition to his

more
auction. They also favor"a
balanced approach to the
waterfront development
which would include a city
owned marina, corporate
office complex, recreation
area and some housing

uont'd(»npage2>
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Pete Kenny, Director of
Events for John M. Donnelly
Foundation, announces that
applications for the basket'
ball camp may be i>ick?«d up
by calling Billy o'Leary at
721 8017 or Pete Kenny at
721-4621

Girls will be attending the
camp from July 28 to August
l, boys will attend from
August 4 to August 8 Reggie
Carney will coach the girls
and Mike Astarlta will be
coaching the boys The
deadline for filing applica-
tions is July 14, i f * tirades
4 through 12 are invited,
Must be a South Ambey
resident. Please file early.
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Mile Square Talk
P M «f fact-There i« a lot of talk in town regarding a

*iBjS»e4iekM administrate, To Call Mayor J Thomas Crow
• * % » • * • € * " is not accurate Historically the term "lame
mm' Kafirs to a candidate shot down in an attempt to seek

»- - M jiyu j§ t h e ^ r igin oi t n e | e r m Mayor Cross
to run again, making him a "retiring" or

mayor This information was provided from (he
recommended text 'History of the United States" by

1 Commander

• )

term which has been bandied about u "blight."
realty comes into play when discussing the city's
lent Agency According to state statute, the term

area shall mean an area in any municipality
i there exists any one of the following conditions:

The generality of buildings used as dwelling
•(ions therein are substandard, unsafe, insanitary,

dilapidated, or obsolescent or possess any such
tJatracteristics. or ar - so lacking in tight, air, or space, as to
at conducive to unwhoiefcomt* living.
b) The discontinuance of the use of buildings previously used
for manufacturing or industrial purposes, the abandonment
af such buildings or the same being allowed to fall into so
great a state of disrepair as to be untenantable.
C) Unimproved vacant land which has remained so for a
period of ten years prior to the determination hereinafter
referred to, and which la.id by reason of its location, or
remoteness from developed sections or portions of such
municipality, or lack of m ?ans of access to such other parts
thereof, or topography, or latun* of the soil, is no' likely to be
developed through the instrumentality of private capital,
d) Areas (including slum areas' *ith buildings or improve-
ments which by reason of dilapidation obsolescence, over-
crowding, faulty arrangement or design, lack of ventilation.
light and sanitary facilities excessive land coverage,
deleterious land use or obsolute layout, or any combination of
these or other factors are detrimental to the safety, health,
morals or welfare of the community.
e( A growing or total lack of proper utilization of areas
caused by the condition of the title, diverse ownership of the
real property therein and other conditions, resulting in a
Stagnant and unproductive condition of land potentially
usOil and valuable for cont-ibuting to and serving the public
r ith. safety and welfare

Astronaut Te»ry Hart and a workshop just for kids will
highlight Space Day III at the New Jersey State Museum on
Saturday, July 19 The day long event includes auditorium
programs, special planetarium shows. NASA exhibits, and
continuous screening oi short videos about the United States

See program There is no charge for admission to any of
events, and museum admission is always free

Auditorium programs begin at noon with a NASA
Aerospace program Using simple experiments and scale
models of space hardware, a NASA space science educator
will explain the basic scientific principles applied to space
exatoraUon.

At 2 p.m. Astronaut Terry Hart, mission specialist aboard
Shuttle Mission 41-C will comment on the future of the space
program after the Challenger disaster.

Among the multitudes who enjoyed Liberty Weekend in
New York Harbor were Mrs. Mary Ann Weber and her son
Tao Weber who expressed great delight in their Friday
experience.

they boarded a party boat at Atlantic Highlands and
viewed Operation Sail, Parade of Tall Ships, the arrival of
President Reagan on the Battleship Iowa. Parade of the Air
Crafts, toured the area of the International Armada, DIUS the
numerous other spectacles U M Liberty celebration offered

Teo said "It's a Fourth of July weekend he'll treasure for
the rest of his life '

You may not notice it as yet, but the days are getting
shorter This week's average is IS hours and 6 minutes of
dayUght about 15 minutes less than we had on June 21st~the
longest day of the year

How is this for a comebacker' As everyone knows, 7-11
nationally have decided not to sell adult magazi

such as Playboy and Penthouse Last week Playboy
they afe running a pictorial in the December

latut called "The women of 7-11" Playboy says their
i is coincidental and not in response to the ban of the

isinein the Southland Inc stores Yeah, right.

Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons bring their four-part
harmony to Six Flags Great Adventure on Saturday, July IS,
at part of the park's Kool-Aid koolers concert series. The
group will perform during concerts at 4 p.m. and S p.m. in the
Parrs Great Arena

The people of the Diocese of Metuchen have been invited to
lean Archbishop Theodore McCarrick in a Mass of farewell on
Jttly IS, at 7:90 p.m . at Immaculate Conception parish,
gomarvtlk, or on July 16, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Bartholmew
Church, Bast Brunswick.

Th* committee planning the liturgies said that the two
locations were chosen to allow everyone in the diocese an
oaportunity to be present at one of the Masses.

the diocean Festival Choir will lead the singing and there
will be an entrance procession representing each parish in
the area

Msgr Anthony J Luisini, pastor of St. Mary Church,
Alpha, and Vicar for the Western Counties, is chairman for
the Tuesday liturgy, while Msgr William J. Haughney,
pastor of Our Lady of Mt Virgin Church, Middlesex, Is
chairman for the Wednesday Mass.

People of the diocese are invited to attend whichever Mass
is more convenient for them. A reception for all present will

Wet Weather Forecast
by a pessimist

The South wind brings wet weather,
The North wind wet and cold together;
Tat Wast wind always brings us rain
H e Bast wind blows it back again
at * » aunts red doth set
l i * next day surely will be wet;

SUM sun doth eet In grey,
» a t * t will be a rainy day.

Kriends of the Emerald Isle is an organization, founded by
a concerned group of South Am boy residents The main
purpose of this organization is to sponsor leas fortunate
families from Ireland foi four weeks to the U.S., to
experience the American way of life

The group is holding their first annual fund raiser dinner
dance to be held Saturday September 27, st the Prasidsn'
Park Banquet Mall Savn-ville Your earliest response would
be appreciated F or tickets and further information, contact
Executive Director (ietirge J Seaman at 7TM067.

Prospective parents are invited to attend a free tour of the
maternity child care center at John F Kennedy Medical
Center in Edison

The next tour is scheduled for Friday July U. from 7:30
p.m. to9Mp.m and prospective parents should assemble in
auditorium 4 st the medical center

Your Hometown
Friends Of The Emerald Isle Part 2

by Jake Defort

The eighth annual New Jersey Ethnic Festival will be held
on Saturday and Sunday, September 6 and 7, l f t t from noom
to6:00 p.m at Liberty State Park. Jersey City

Wednesday July 2 was a big night for Richard and Judith
O'Connor First Mrs. O'Connor was sworn in as new
Assistant Municipal Clerk. Then her husband Richard was
sworn in to a three year term on the city's Redevelopment
Agency

please call Sheri

ThU Kvent or Trip ( olunin is run as a public servlie The
first insertion in frer of charge- all repeat insertions of (he
same item Mill be charged in advance at 12 00 per insertion

JUIY 12. IMw>
Boy Scout Troop #95 wili be sponsoring their monthly paper

drive on July 12. 1986. from 800 am til 2:00 p.m , at Sacred
Heart parking lot
Rain or Shine!

Julv 13. Itf*
A Music Concert will be presented at the Bandshell in

Johnson Park, River Road, Piscataway, New Jersey on
Sunday afternoon from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m Imperial
Concert Band George Krauss, Conductor will perform on this
day

This concert is sponsored by the Middlesex County
Department of parks and recreation.

JsJy 13. itat
New Jersey Ballet Company will perform on Sunday. 2:30

p.m. at Liberty State Park. Jersey City This event is Free to
Public.

For more information about this event.
Cookat(»l>73MM0

July is. isss
"SingleFaces ". invites you to City Lights nightclub, on

Route » North. South Amboy Joe Bananas & the Hit Men
will perform on Sunday at 8 p m All events ts.oo

July 13. itst
A Music concert will be presented at the Gaiebo in Spring

Lake Park. Maple Avenue, South Plainfield. N J on Sunday
evening from 7:00 p.m to S:30 p.m. "Happy Bernie" Polka
Orchestra will perform on this evening.

This concert is sponsored by the Middlesex County
Department of parks and recreation.

Jttlyi3.ltM
Jewish Singles Dance for singles ages; 10'n and 30's will be

held on Sunday, at 1:00 p.m at the Red Baron Club located on
Garden State Parkway Exit 135 Clark, N J For further
information call the organisation at 7t7-tt77

July 14. I S M
Summer Art Institute's Professional Performance Series.

'MimeOver Matter" with BUI Bowers, takes place at • p.m ,
on Monday, at the Bhimberg Auditorium. Lucy Stone Hall on
the Livingston College Campus. Rutgers in Piscataway

July IS. Itst
Play-'Better Days1' by Richard Dresser. Edward Stern,

director. Levin Theater, Douglass Campus. New Brunswick
I p.m. Tickets * - $10. Thru Aug. 3 (except Mondays)
Information (Hi)

Jaly 17. itSS
Knights of Columbus, Council 416, will hold a meeting on

the third Thurday. July 17, \m

JeJy 17. itat
Knights of Columbus, Council 4J8, installation of officers

will be on Sunday. July 17, ltas from 1:30 - 4:30 at 4th and
Stevens, South Amboy.

Refreshments served, members and friends welcome.

South Amboy Firemen
And Ladles Auxiliary

Are looking for cake donations
for their Carnival

on July 29 • Aug. 2.1986.
Bring your cake donations

to the cake stand at the Carnival
or caN 7271647. After 4:30 p.m.

Last week we introduced a
new organisation formed by
local resident* with the
express purpose of trying to
sponsor less fortunate
families from Ireland for
month-long visits to the
United States

George Seaman, executive
director of the organization,
said their group was inspired
by Project Children, which
sponsors children from
Northern Ireland for
summer trips to the U S

Previously, the Seamans
have hosted children from
Project Children In IMS the
Seamans hosted n year old
Marion Nelson and the
following summer, they
were visited by Marions
brother, 11 year old John
Nelson The Nelsons reside
in Belfast, Northern Ireland

Since then, the Seamans
and the Nelson's I Jive kept in
touch It was then that
(•forge's wife. Judy, came
up with the idea for
sponsoring an entire family
to visit the U S

Mrs Seaman says Ihr
Nelson family-mother Aida,
30. father John, 37. Marion,
now 14. John, now 13. and
Stephen. 6 are not a wealthy
family What they have is
provided to them from the
government

Mrs Seaman also said Mr
Nelson may need surgery to
correct a recurring medical
problem and the family also
took Mrs Nelsons sisters 5
children because of medical
problems.

" I just said to George
there has to be something
this family can look forward
to." said Mrs Seaman

The Seamans enjoyed
having the Nelson children
visit and were sorry to see
them go "When you have
the children, you don't know
how it benefits them while
they are here." said Mrs
Seaman, "but later on you
find out how it really did
effect them"

Mrs. Seaman said that
after the first visit by
Marion, the child did not
know how to deal with her
feelings Upon returning to
Belfast. Marion cut her hair
"It was she fust didn't know
how to handle it. she had so
much freedom here and
suddenly she went back."
she said

In the long run. it
appeared the visit to
America benefited the
children John wrote an essay
of his stay The boy *lso
received a cititenship award
in his school and Marion won
an award for raising money
for the poor

"1 don't know how much

Giorer you can get," said
rs. Seaman She also

recalled when the children
visited. Marion slept with
the covers over her head
Mrs. Seaman said that when
she pulled the covers down,
the girl was asleep with her
fingers in her ears.

She also recalled when
young John visited them, she
was making English muffins
for an afternoon snack and
the boy was reaching for his
third one. Mrs Seaman
warned him he won't have
any room for his dinner to
which the boy replied, " I
thought this was our
dinner'

The fund raiser to sponsor
the Nelson family's visit to
the U.S. is scheduled for
September 17 at the
President Park Banquet
Hall in Sayreville. Tickets
are priced at f is , ad-
vertisements for a dinner
booklet and additional in
formation may be obtained
by contacting the organisa-
tion at 49) Ferris Street

" P r o j e c t Chi ldren
sponsors children to show
them Catholics and Protes-
tants can live together,' said
Mr. Seaman, <Twe want to
take that a step further by
having a whole family visit/'

Father Daniel J Her!thy,
associate pastor at St.
Mary's Parish said the
segregation of Catholics and
Protestants in Northern
Ireland is a government
manipulation of people.

"The government is using
the weapon of religion,
which in fact is not the issue
at all," said Father Heriihy.
He said the government
manipulates the neople in an
attempt to prove the British
government is essential in
Northern Ireland to prevent
the Irish from killing each
other in a war

' Last summer a document
was released the ministry
had put together 30 years
previously advising the
government at the time that
under no circumstances
should they leave Northern
Ireland, that it was too
strategic a place and they
should not leave." said
Father Heriihy. strate
gically. they (British
Government» are very
interested tn Northern
Ireland, that is really whal
the problem is

The fact that Northern
Ireland is only I I miles
across to Scotland is of
importance to the British.

There is more to the
situation than meets the
eye." he said

Until situations such as in
Northern Ireland work
themselves out, the people of
these countries mus live
under duress The image of
the 11 year old girl sleeping
with her fingers in her ear*
is a strong indication of the
fear the people live under,
not to mention the hardships
they face like the Nelson
family

The Seamans, Father
Heriihy, John J Grim ley,
Hugh and Barbara Rone.
Joan Meszaros. Alice
Ash ton. John Hay den, Mary

*Hayden, Donna Henaberger,
Ronald Seaman. Charles
Simmons. Mary Boychuk
and the other volunteer
members of the organitation
need the public* support to
give a lift to a famtfy that
really needs one

Again, the fund raiser is
September 27 At the dance
the organization will alp* be
holding a raffle and are in
need of prizes They are
asking the support of
merchants and the public to
make the event a success

For donations and ticket
information call the or-
ganization at 727-9087 or
contact any of the members.

Commissioner* Sworn

Agency Questioned
(cont'd from page i>

Council Favors Ageaey

For Centre!

Convery said the purpose
of the agency is to sit down
with the developer and
negotiate what is bast for the
town. Convery said If one
developer doesn't offer what
the city wants, they can than
go to the next plan, where if
a public auction were
allowed, the city would have
no control over what goes In.

Richmond w»id It will be up
to the commissioners to
evaluate what the it «pact of
any plans w l l be on the
town. " In evaluating
proposals, th«y are going to
have to determine what Is
best for the city of South
Amboy"

Richmond also said there
will be a public hearing to
determine the exact parcel
of Und to be developed


