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Sisters of Morcy 100th Annrversary Councilman 0 Brien tenames Augusta Sieet Mercy Way on hehall ol the city last

Sunday
by Flise Sattijaro
This past Sunday  the
Sisters  of Merey  were

honored with a Thanksgiving
Mass at noopn, {ollowed by a
luncheon bulfet afterwards
at the Star of the Sea Hall to
mark therr 100oth year of
service 1nh South Amboy  n
honor of the Sisters, Augusta
Street was donned "Merey
Way ' for the day with an
unverhing of the street sign
after the 12 noon mass

Msgr George Everitt of
St  Mary's Church n
lakewood. said the homily
during the mass A native of
South Amboy. Msgr Fvenitt
reminicsed of the days when
the Sisters of Mercy taught
him in school  Another
native of South Amboy. the
current Reverend Mother
Superior Sr Mary Raphpael
Triggs. read the pelitions
during the mass. and Brian
Bogdanowitz coordinated
the music for the mass

The luncheon afterwards
at*=acled over 500 people.
including the Sisters Most of
the people there were
products of the Sisters
teaching at St Mary's over
the years and as Belly
Conlogue said. "It really
wasn't a time to give
recognition to specific
porz. it was just a hime Lo
viait with the Sisters.”

Also at the luncheon.
Quartz clock/calendar sets
were presented to the Sisters
by former principais of St

ary's Fiemenlary and
High School, which included
Sr. Madeline. Sr. Kathleen
- 0'Donnell,  Sr Mary
Rosemary. St Joan Gavron,
Sr. Mary Loretta. and Sr
Mary Gabriella

It was a group of

rishioners, with Mr Ray

arley as chairman, who
coordinated the festivilies
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for Sundioy to pav tribute o
the Sisters of  Merey s
service time and epergiesan
South  Amboy  over  the
century  Mspr John L
Gerity . pastor of St Mary's
savd, “We felt there should
be a tribute to the Sisters for
their being here and because
many ot them are fror.
south Ambov

Hintory of the Sisters of Wpro)
Is Sonth imber

The Nisters of Mercy have
served the educational and
community needs of St
Mary's parish since 1HBS
when they opened their
second mission school at
Hev  John A Kelly's
request. Pastor of St Mary's
School at that time In
September 1885 the Sisters
arrived from the Mother
house 1n Bordentown, New
Jersey . and held their first
class 1n an old church
building

There were difficulties
trying to teach the children
since four groups of students
would mece! at the church
and be n full view of each
other

Improvement in the ed
ucational process eventually
came in 1903 when there was
a new school dedicated to the
Sisters In 1921 and 1926, new
wings were added to the
school to accomodate the ex:

panding population of
students attending St
Mary's

On  three occasions,

teaching was interrupted
due to the 1850 explosion and
the two fires, one in 1953 and
another in 1988 which caused
considerabje damage to the
school The teachers and
students were back o
temparary quarters for
classes. bhut education
continued due 10 the Sisters

dedication and deter
‘mination Classes wese
taught anywhere that
offered space in their

b sildings. including the fire
companies, first aid squad,
and local churches and

schonls  Also. the Nisters
were at the aid of the needy
during the 1918 Influenza
epdemic and  Morgan
Explosion

Vew Nchool Built

s1oMary s Elemontary
School was built in 1956 and
the high school was built in
1968 rocently St Mary's
High School has been named
a diocesan school: Hoth
accomodate St Mary's
PParish students along with
children from other parishes
that are under the guidance
of the Sisters of Mercy Also.
a new pursery school has
heen opened this past year
due to the demand for pre-
school child care among the
parish famiiies

One point to bring out
about the high school s that
only 15 percent of St Mary’s
High School student popula
tion are from St Mary's

parish in South Amboy

Temporan) Residence
I otil Angusia Siree!

Before residing a! the
convenl an Augusta Streel.
the Sisters of Mercy hved in
temporary living qu “ters,
one of which was a tormer
store in South Amboy . It was
until 1923 that the Sisters
moved into the large convent
on the corner of Augusla
Street and Stevens Avenue
that they still call “"home”
today In Sister Marie La
Salle O'Hara's account of
her instory of the Sisters of
Mercy, The First Fifty
Years. she wrote, 'The little
househoid on Augusta Street
held fast and haﬂpulg' gave

birth to one of the largest
missions in the
congregation

“Home is the piace where.
when you have to go there

they have to take youn
Robert Frost
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Energy Reps Meet
With Council

The City Counctl toid a
Department of Energy rep-
resentative Monday. that the
city’s redevelopment agency
I picking up speed and signi
ficant progress should he
made within the next couple
manths

Geralding - McNultley
acting coordinator for the
"ostal  knergy  Impact
Program. attended the
council warkshop to receive
an update on progress made
for the advancement of the
waterfront area

Sa far the council has
adopted the ordinance to set
up the HRedevelopment
Agenev, the vehicle by which
the  waterfront will bhe
developed
“Mavor J Thomas Cross
wiformed Ms  MeNutley
there have heen many
proposals submitted to the
city hy several developers

“We're talking aboul some
big money peuple.’” said
Cross The mayor added the
counct) has been in touch
“with about seven’ people
who wan! to develop the
area

“What we hke to do s,
sometime this summer.
we'll set up o guidehine we
expect them to put in their
preliminary proposal.’’ said
Cross He said the council
will then weed out the un
satisfactory proposals and
then ioke {armal proposans
from the ones that are
favorable ' This way we
won !t have nine thousand
developers in here, we'd only
have substantial proposals =

('ross said he hopes this
process gets done very
rapidly Business Admunis
trator James Maloney said
the program s accelerating
very rapidly "‘We're getting
calls ‘almost evervday
asking us what we're doing
down there, " said Maloney

Cross said the Sasik
Study of the waterfront
would be the concept plan for
the proposals “lf a
developer comes in with
something better, that would
be great.”’ said the mavor
He said the council would
like to stay close to the plan
suggested in the Sasiki
Study

Ms McNutley said the
DOFE has a contact with
the ¢ty for several
tunctions “"One of them was
a market proposal and the
other was to look at
innovalive financing *~ She
said that a market study at

this time would not be
heneficial at this point in
time.

Ms. McNutley cautioned
the council about causing an
influx of traffic to the area
Mayor Cross said the counci!
is taking great care not to
congest the area

Train Station Plans Eyed

I think it would be very
good 1f something could be
done at the train station
Ms McNutley said. “maybe
a new station or provide
shops for commuters and
naprove parking What vou
don’'t want 15 a lot of
development which is gning
to generate a lo! of traffic =

“‘we don't want to hurt
Broadway.' said Maloney

“One thing | do want to
stress.” said Ms McNutley
‘and the reason our agenc:
got involved n the (irst
place. 1s that we are
interested 1n  providing
public access That means
prople can get down to then
coast once again. and enjoy
all the things a coastal
{ocation provides

“Whatever kind  of
development comes here
public access should be a key
component of the
development

Ms McNutley also said the
the redevelopment agency is

et '(' or ‘ldk'.t &

Nine Teachers,
Aides Dropped

The Board oi Edacation
announced they witi not
rehire nine teachers and
teacher awds for the 19686-87
school vear. The hoard also
indicated that those dropped
may stili be retained

Super niendent of Schools
John (:exa said the move
was made hecause of a s*ate
law which reguires nin
tenured {edchers tu he
notfied of their employment
status for the upcoming
school year before Aprii

Olexa said the numher of
teachrs relurming  from
leaves of absence was one of
the reasons the teachers
were not rehiredt He alsao
indicated that Some
specialty teachers mayv not
be needed nex' vear

Olexa said some ciective
courses, such as shop. ma
he climinated next ogar if Z
high number of students fail
the state high school
proficiency test

Ulexa said a State
Department of Education
studv estimated thal 4u
percent of all students will
fail the test He suid that if
more remedial courses are
added. it will be at the
expense of the elective
courses. if there ix not a need
{or remedial courses to be

added. the teachers and
aide< would not he Arceped

Report McCormack Halts Pumping

A letter froin Arthur W
Rurgess. attarpey  for
MeCormack Aggregates, to
the mavor and counc
Monday. reported that the
sand company had ceased
pumping sand from the
dredge in the Rarita. Bay on
May 2

Hesidents complained the
sand company resumed
pumping in late April despite
a cease and destst order
issued 1o the company last
vear, which has not bheen
lifted

The order was tssued hy
then city engineer Frederick
Kurt;. who decided
McCormack Aggregates
?u:m)mg was the cause of a
looding problem in the area

The company has been
planning to instail a drainage
svstem around the sand piles
to divert water back into the
Raritan Bay According to

Burgesss lefter he reports
the nstallilion i pro-
gressing as planned and wiil
he completed this week,
barring any
delays

"1l am further advised thal
out well-montloring stles
have shown no abnarmal
vlevation changes since our
pumping program
commenced this past week.”
sard Burgess .n the letter

The letter alse indicates
that Cite ¥nginver James
Cleary is heing kept adyv:.d
of the progress of the
aresnapge installation
Burgess said he expects the
system  will effectiveir
accelerate the removal of
water from the sand
company

Pumping s not scheduled
to resume unt] after Cleary
approves the druainage
svstem

BOARD MEMBERS SWORN IN Aty recent meeting af the Sauth Amboy 804ty of Fducation 2nare secretary Michaal
Polt officiated 4t the swearing sn ceiemany of the theee reeiected board memters Ir pholo trom el 1y -ight Jre
Michael Poll Thomas Tice, Willam | McGowan and James Redly :
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